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In Brief
God Is the Great Judge

¢ A touching story came in from Okla-
homa. A poor woman, living with- a
man who was not her hushand,: came
in contact with the truth. She opened her
home to a study of God’s Word. She
made good progress, After ‘about two
months she came to the point where she
saw her duty of shutting ouf her man
friend, and did so. He ghot and killed
her on the spot, and is now in prison
awaiting trial. The account says:

I really believe she tried to clear up. Jesus
said of theose that try to walk in His steps
that some of them would be killed, I could
gee that this poor woman, Idas, was eraving
a conscience right with God, and that that is
the reason she now lies dead. She had read
five of the most recent booklets. She leaves
two little boys, & daughter and a grandehild
to mourn her loss—Kingdom publisher,

The Worst Offender Overlooked
¢ Ignoring religion, which all history
shows is the very heart and soul of the
Devil’s empire, the London Cavalcade
said:

Behind the Nazi gangsters was an evil
power which there have heen as yet no pro-
posals to touch—the banks, the industrialists,
and land-owners. These exist in all countrics;
they are the foundations ef a social system
which eannet funetion without war and which
stands eondemned before all men of geod
will by the two world wars it has made with-
in a guarter of a eentury, by the millions of
shattered lives and broken hearts.

Bill of Rights for Spain -
¢ In Demoeratic countries, eivil rights
have always been won by years of strug-
gle. Franeo has once more demonstrated
the greater efficiency of dietatorship by
handing down to his people a ready-
made Bill of Rights. It grants them free-
dom of speech, provided they don’t dis-
parage Fascism, and freedom of reli-
gion, provided they are Catholics. All
they need now'is & Bill of Rights.—The

Nation. .
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*“And in His name shall the nations hope.”

Matthew 12 :21, A8V,

Volume XXVI

Brooklyn, N. Y., Wedncsday, Septemher 26, 1945

Mumber 679

Has Nazism Been Destroyed?

O FAR as Jehoval’s witnesses are

concerned, Nazism never exisied as
a power capable of erushing them or the
Godly work they are privileged to do.
Years before Nazism ascended to power
in Germany God’s pecople had learned
that not national or even iniernaiional
governments were the “higher powers”
t0 which Christians must be subject; but
that this high ftitle belongs only to Je-
hovah God and His King Christ Jesus.

The leading article in the previous issue.

of Consolation showed the complete fail-
ure of Nazism to budge Jechovah’s wit-
nesses from this Seriptural view of mat-
ters. All the horrors of the concentration
ecamp could not shake them from alle-
giance to the true Higher Powersin heav-
en. Neither was Nazism able fo snuff out
the righteous preaching work in which
God’s witnesses were engaged, but the
previous report showed it forging ahead.
Nazism with its unrighteous decrees was
always as a dead thing to Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, so far as its influence upon their
1ntegr1ty and devotmn to God was con-
cerned.

The introductory paragraphs of the
article in the previous issue showed an
evil alliance between Nazism and the
Vatican, and stated that the overwhelm-
ing weight of facts “convicts them [the
Hierarehy] as the real Nazi collabora-
tionists and totalitarianists”, But that
line of argument was set aside in that
article to allow consideration of the
faithful endurance of Jehovah’s witness-
es during concentration-camp tortures.
In this present article, however, a por-
tion of the great array of evidence con-
SEPTEMBER 28, 1945

vieting the Vatican as Nazi backers and
collaborators is presented. As these
proofs aceumulate the question that is
forced into one’s mind is, Since Nazism’s
chief backer is still a going, prospering
concern, how ecompletely has Nazism
been <destroyed as a political foree?
‘What most Americans want to know
is whether the destruetion of Germany’s
military power means the end of Nazism.
Some fear that the underground, the
ravages of hunger and disease, the dev-
astation of homes, the chagrin of defeat,
the bitterness of mourning, the general
unrest, will keep the germ alive, perhaps
making 1t active again. Others are dis-
trustful of the parts played by certain
rulers still participating in the polities
of Europe: Leopold of Belgium, Victor
Fimanuel of Ttaly, Franco of Spain, De
Valera of Southern Ireland, and Peron
of Argentina. Even the head of a great
religious organization still operates in
Italy under the agreement he had with
the Mussolini government.

A Fbrbidden Subject

As an interesting light upon the exist-
ence of strong Nazi-Faseist forces still
dominant in Hurope comes the Papal
broadeast of June 2. The pope, speaking
authoritatively for Catholics, opened up
a subject that has been pretty much
taboo in the press. Very liftle informa-
tion has been permitted to the public con-

" cerning the closely guarded contract be-

tween the pope and Adolf Hitler. The
Catholic population have been largely
ignorant of its existence. But now that
the pope himself has come forward with
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a partial explanation of this agreement
{eoncordat) with the one-time head of
Nazi Germany, the subject can be con-
sidered even by Catholics themselves
with full papal approval. The time is
due, even overdue, for careful analysis
of the part religion has played in the

obal fire of war; especiaily since reli-
Eon remains a domlnant factor in con-
tinental affairs.

However little the public has been in-
formed, the operations of the pope and
hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church
have been forceful and widespread. A
new generation of Americans will soon
be matuire, who have never heard that
many high Catholic church officials of
the United States, among them Cardinal
Mundelein and Cardinal Dougherty,
about fifteen vears ago publicly ac-
claimed Mussolini; that Franco, Petain
and Laval received high papal honors;
that Japan received the pope’s recogni-
tion, the first pagan recipient in. his-
tory, after Pearl Harbor; that Catholic
priests in such distant places as Argen-
tina, the Philippine Islands, Ireland and
Mexico preached Nazism until they could
no longer do go openly; that the present
pope, then nuncio, spent twelve years in
(Germany prior to 1933, which years
roughly ecoincided with the incubation
period of Nazi-Fascism, and himself
signed the concordat in 1983, making
Catholicism, by Hitler's agreement, the
state church of Germany.

Propagandists think the people have
short memories. It is their intention to
erase past history, presenting them-
selves In the modern disguise of hene-
factors, their ineriminating record being
covered up. A recent example of this con-
fidence in public forgetfulness is the fol-
lowing statement: “The Spanish foreign
ministry issned an official denial today
that the government of Generalissimo
Franeisco Franco had come to power
with the aid of the Axis.” (San Diego
Union, June 23, 1945) The accoynt con-
tinues: “Answering charges to this effect
made by a Mexican delegate to the Unit-
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ed Nations Conference in San Franeiseo,
the ministry declared in a communigue
that the statement was both inexact and
slanderous.” On the contrary, “the state-
ment” is both exaet and truthful, while
its denial approaches the high-water
mark. of modern propaganda lies.
Franco’s record does no: credit to the
pope who knighted him,

Falange Directed by Nazi

As a matter of fact, the Falange, or
Spanish Fascist party, was directed by
Nazi General Wilhelm von Faupel, both
in its organization and in its well-timed
rebellion against the duly elected Span-
ish government in 1936, As late as Feb-
ruary, 1944, Jose del Castano was still -
consul general for the Franco govern-
ment in the Philippine Islands; who had
declared in repeated speeches: “Our
Faseist brothers in Japan are- united
with us in the common struggle. When
they strike we ‘st help them.” {(Allan
Chase’s Falange, page 14} Very tardily
in the spring of 1945 the State Depart-
ment expelled Del Castano on his arrival
in San Francisco in May, because he

“repeatedly handed Jap military author-

ittes a complete list of Americans in
Manila when“the enemy conquered the
Philippines”. According to the Convert-
ed Catholic magazine, the Informaciones,
Madrid organ of the Franco regime,
commented upon the Pearl Harbor at-
tack in this wise: “Japan has reached
the limit of her patience. She could no
longer telerate the interference and the
opposition of the United States . We
hope Manila will be saved for Christian-
ity (Catholicism).” (Issue of February,
1944, page 35} .

But long before this, Hitler had dis-

patehed his Condor legion to fight with

Franco, while Italian planes struck the
Loyahst army at the outset of the
Franco rebellion. It was only by much
religious pressure that Ameriea and
Britain were prevented from sending aid
to Free Spain’s Loyalists, and thus be-
came spectators at the butchery of the
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republic. Even after this, New York’s
Archhbishop Spellman, in 1943, attempted
to deplet Franeo as a saint with halo,
‘in a series of articles published in Coll
liers. Nevertheless, Americans in gen-
eral are more apt to remember his title
of Franco the Butcher, acquired chiefly
by the murder of so many of his Catholic
brethren and countrymen,

Spain Was the Funnel

Not only was the Franco government
devised in Vatican City and Berlin, and
actively assisted into power, but Franco
returned the compliment. Spam hecame
the funnel for American shipments of oil
and matériel o Germany; while her
gshores and isles [urnished safe harbor
and bases for the Nuzi submarine
scourge. These, together with hideouts
protected by the De Valera Fascist of
Fire, who was denounced by Churehill as
playing with Nazis and Japs, caused
(Freat Britain to lose two-thirds of her
total shipping tonnage during the war.
Also, as above noted, her embassies and
consulates provided spy headquarters
for the Nagi internationale. Indeed
Franco Spain as the “Neutral” furnished
greater strategic asset to the Nazi-Vati-

can City axis than her military power,
debilitated as it was by more than three
years of internceine strife.

Franco’s marriage to the Catholic
Hierarchy, whose military and political
arm is disguised under such names as
Nazi, Fascist, F'alange, and Catholie Ae-
tion, blooms and honeymoons as of vore.
Reealling that 98 percent of the Ameri-
can Caiholic clergy backed Franco, while
the vast majority of Americans, Catholie
laity and others, opposed the rebel, ac-
cordmu‘ to (Jeorge Seldes’ Catholic Cri-
sis, no one can read anything but enmity
to the democracies in hiis latest move to
replace pro-Allied Lequeriea, enemy of
the Fualange party. Cabinet member
Lequerica’s place is to be filled by Arajo,
president of the Catholic Action Organi-
zation, and accompanies a howl for the
return of the monarchy in the person of

SEPTEMBER 26, 1345

the late Aifonso XII's Catholic son, Don
Juan. Commenting upon this latest ges-
ture of the Bloody Butcher, an editorial
in the Atlanta Consittution (issue of
July 21, 1945) fairly expresses the ma-
jority opinion in the United States:

It is hoped that no one will be taken in by
this latest subterfuge of the Nazi stooge who
now maintaing a despotic rule over Spain.
ITe came to power with Axis mighi. He fur-
nished the notorious “Blue [Mvision” which
aclively participated in Germany’s attempt
at world domination. He allowed the (festapo
to make of Spain & hotbed of espionage. In
short, he aided his mentor’s cfforts in every
possible way.

Inevitably, with such a reeord Franeo will
sooner or later be liguidated. Iﬁs utterly in-
consistent play for monarchist support can
hardly minimize the contempt in which he is
held at home and abroad.

Catholics and the Hierarchy

The edifor unquestionably voices the
majority opinion of freedom-loving peo-
ple everywhere. Unforturiately the ma-
Jority opinion, either Catholic or Prot-
estant, does mnot direct the course of
Catholic Action. The Roman Catholi¢
Ilierarchy, which is the head of Catholie
Action, does not confer with the Cath-
olic population, nor does it concern itself
with their opinion, ag long as they can
be dominated by deception and fear. In
order to give them free rein to dis-
pose of the lives ol subject Catholics just
as they wish, elerical responsibilities to
the flock are said to concern only the
flock’s “spiritual” welfare. Since the Bi-
ble proves that no one needs any spirit-
nal ministrations after death, but that
every man’s concern 18 his eourse of con-
duct while vet alive, the llierarshy’s con-
tempt for Catholic life is sufficient con-

" demnation in itself to cause investiga-

tion of other claims, The Catholic clergy
themselves have thus created a vast gulf
between their intercsts and those ol the
laity, who are constantly sacrificed with-
out merey to achieve those ends. Spain,
and more recently Italy, furnished prov-
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ing grounds of papal indifference to
Catholic slaughter. By the Hierarchy
they are simply counted as sheep for the
slaughter, and therefore Jehovah counts
the Hierarchy as bloodguilty, stained

“with the blood of the poor inmocents.
—dJeremiah 2:34; 25: 34.

", Unfortunately again, too many accept
&he pope’s claim that he and his organi-
zation are exclusively coneerned with the
spiritual welfare of Catholies, and that
the supreme pontiff, Pins XTI, is strictly
neutral toward belligerents. Proof of
neufrality is said to be manifest by the
appointment of Catholic chaplains in
both Axis and United Nations armies, to
encourage valiant fighting on both sides,
But, in truth, iz this not further proof
of official contempt for Catholic life? If
Catholie must fight Catholie, is the com-
mander-in-chief of all Catholics com-
pelled to spur on the slaughter by pro-
viding “spiritual cheer-leaders” for hoth
sides?

Deadly Danger to Freedom

Contrary to her claims of neutrality,
Rome’s religious alliance with Fascism,
and her undiminished power, since Hit-
ler’s overthrow, threaten the deadliest
danger to Ameriea’s war for freedom.
It is the more dangerous becanse the
United Nations -continue to fraternize
with it, even cordially embrace it. The
reception of members of General Mark
Clarke’s ‘army hy the pope should be
compared with the cynical statement of
a Vatican official that American conquest
was merely a “changing of the gunard”.
(L+fe magazine) Optimists might also
remember a former papal declaration of
policy that the pope would deal with the
Devil hifhself, if expedient.

. Religion continues to push itself to
the fore as an ally of Fascism. Few, per-
haps, remember, so skillful are the meth.
ods of the propagandists, that Leopold
was approved in his unpopular surren-
der to Germany by the Belgian cardinal,
who represented the pope. This will ex-
plain why Catholic Leopold, while re-
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pudiated by the Belgians generally, is
supported by the Catholic party. “Pre-
mier Van Acker charged he had traf-
ficked with Adolf Hitler over the future
of his country.” Nevertheless, a bill for
referendum on Leopold’s return “intro-
duced by Carton de Wiart, leader of the
Catholic party, which is backing Leo-
pold, was passed by a show of hands.,”
{Atlanta Constitution, July 21, 1945)
Looking back on the years of Nazi con-
quest, it is noteworthy that the pope has
supported. every outstanding - Fascist,
without exception. This statement does
not except Hitler himself. Examination
of the concordat econsummated between

*Pacelli {now Pius XTI1), von Papen, and

Hitler, the conclusion is inescapable that
the Papacy had placed its hopes of world
domination on the German juggernaut.
This document, besides requiring of its
cleries that allegiance he sworn to the
German government, and that Catholi-
cism become the state church with state
support, expressly provided that edch
appointed bishop could be inducted into
office only after approval by the Hitler
government,

Thereafter Catholies continued to fill
the key positions in the Nazi Hierarchy;
Hitler, the echancellorship, Goebbels,
minister of propaganda, Himmler, chief
of the Gestapo, later dubbed “Hang-
man”, and von Papen, “Satan in Top
Hat” (title of Tibor Koeves biography),
vice-chancellor, and diplomatic betrayer
of other countries, honored as Papal
chamberlain,—all went to mass and con-
fessional. _ :

The bitter Nazism of pro-Catholic
countries burst its bounds when Portu-
gal and Eire sent condolences to Nazi
Germany when Hitler was reported
dead, It cannot be conceived that Salazar
and De Valera would have dared so°
brazen a move in the face of certain Nazi
defeat had not Hitler been Catholie, and
representative of the pope’s side of the
issue, All unbiased historians agree that
Hitler was baptized a Catholic, deseribed
himself in the German Who's Who ag
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“Catholic”, and on July 1, 1933, he let it
be officially proclaimed: “Reich Chan-
cellor Hitler still belongs to the Catholic
Church and has no intention of leaving
it.” (Konrad Heiden's Der Fuehrer,
page 632) The same publication states;
“Omne of the most dangerous agents of
thizf Roman priesthood was Hitler him-
gelf.”

‘Moreover Hitler’s aims coincided with
those of Catholic intriguers of the past
century, This was true, because Hit-
ler’s advisers even besides his cabinet
were Catholie: General von Epp and
von Schleicher among the military ; Fritz
Thyssen among the industrialists; Bish-
op Berning, of Osnabrueck, appomted
Prussian state senator, “Father” Ber-

nard Stempfle, “who rewrote and edited.

Hitler's Mein Kampf, and Abbot Schach-
leitner (from whom he was said to re-
ceive the sacrament) among the politico-
religions, Such men formulated the
double papal aim: first fo destroy Ger-
man Protestantism, which came to polit-
ical birth with the Treaty of Westphalia
of 1648; and to re-establish the Holy Ro-
man Empire. (How the Catholic Church
Helped Hitler to Power,by J. J. Murphy,
page 7}

Ag the Nazi legions swept over Eu-

rope each vietim nation received a Cath-

olic puppet ruler; Petain (the Papal
“eood marshal”, who s0ld out France), in
France; “Father” Tiso, libertine priest,
in Czechoslovakia; Seyss-Inquart, who
served both in Holland and Austria;
‘Antonescu in Rumania, which latter re-
eeived high Papal honors.

It Is Folly to Ignore Danger

Despite these facts, well known in offi-
cial cireles, Americans prefer to think
of Hitler ag the indiseriminate foe of all
religions. Of all large newspapers, only
Tzvestia, Russian government newspa-
per, boldly publicizes Vatican support of
Nazism, and, characteristically, this
brings forth a rebuke from the New York
Times, the same Times that editorially
denounced the Papacy in 1887, Still
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Americans wish to look on the bright
side of things. Hitler, the nightmare, is -
gone. The Japanese have been bombed
mto unconditional surrender; then soon
comes a long and shady avenue of peace,
so they hope. Let not the picture be
marred by the appearance of any un-
exterminated branches of Fascism. But
however much one wishes to enjoy peace-
ful dreams, it is folly not to recognize
danger, especially that disguised by the
propagandists to resemble the champion
of the people’s welfare. And, of all coun-
tries, it is America that most needs these
facts repeated; because here the propa-
gandist has so largely succeeded in
smearing over the truth.

Since the Roman Catholic Hierarchy
has key men on most large newspapers,
on the radio, in the moving-picture in-
dustry, the present generation of Ameri-
cans have heard nothing of the past atroc-
ities committed in the name of religion.
They know nothing of the Roman Cath-
olic Inquisition, which kept the horror
chambers and torture fires in operation
for hundreds of years, and terrorized
the world. They have heard nothing of
the Rome that fed Christians o the lons
in the religious arena, and as an eager-
nostriled wolf, hunted down all men of
all lands who dared defend the “heresy”
of freedom! These pages have been torn
from the history books. Today the press
is given over to pictures of smiling
priests, the heroic exploits of chaplains,
the many suave words of the pope; while
behind this public front, a fagade of ‘ir-
reproachable virtue’, lurks the wolf of
Nazism, Look at the gleaming, yellow
eyes, the jaws dripping with blood! See
the lips drawn back from the fangs, the
dark splotches on the shaggy hide. datch
the stench of fiery breath! It is a killer,
crouched in foul-smelling lair. It is hor-
rible but not bad enough to illustrate re-
ligion’s crimes. For no wolves have killed
$0 many, nor so cruelly.

" Religion is no stranger to atromty
The most terrible deeds have had their
inspiration in religious intolerance: the
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.massacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day, in
which the Catholie French queen snared
and murdered thousands of her subjects
because they were Protestants (Hugue-
nots) ; the Spanish Inquisition, through
the infamous Alba and Torquemada, gen-
eral and priests, in which FKurope was

. ravaged in seeking victims for sword and

ack; the Thirty Years’ War, ended by
he Treaty of Westphalia, which Hitler
vowed to destroy, which was waged be-
tween Catholies and Protestants; while
the bitterest fanaticism and eruelty on
the battle fronts is manifest by the most
religious. Why, then, do Americans per-
sist in thinking Hitler the foe of all ve-
ligion becaunse of his horror camps,
Buchenwald, Belgen, Dachau? The beat-
ings, starvation, lethal gas chambers, and
human roasting ovens, had their ingpira-
tion in the “hell of torment” concocted
by Catholic theologians; and their exam-
ple, in the tortures practiced by the In-
quisition, Religion, to its end, will never
be divoreed from bloodshed and cruelty.

What “Worse Evds”?

Why, then, reiterate the stupld Cry,
echoed from Jesuit priests, that Hitler’s
crimes proved his enmity to religion?
Since Hitler’s name is imfamous, and
since he also failed to establish the “Holy
Roman Empire”, naturally the Catholic
clergy would like to disown him, disavow
any connectioh with him, Hence the
pope’s “explanation” that the concordat
with Hitler was made only to avoid
“worse evils”. If the pope refers to Com-
munisi as a “worse evil”, then it is proof
that he has not relinquished approval of
Nazism. This assumes also that, aecord-
ing to the pope, there are “worse evils”

than the horror camps, which were so
bad that when pictures were recently
shown to hardened Nazi generals, sev-
eral turned pale, one bhecame ill. (“Nazi
Leaders Shaken by Horror Films,” At-
lanta Constitution, July 23, 1945) A
Papal “worse evil” must be more awful
than millions Impoverished, homeless,
gtarving, and mourning for more mil-
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lions in the burial trenches, A “worse
evil” is undoubtedly the Nauzi failure, and
that the pope will never stop the effort
to remedy.

Evidence of the unremlttmg Catholie
backing of Nazism is disclosed by the
very form of Catholic Church govern-
ment. Consideration of the. internal
structure or organization of the greatest
religions empire discloses the familiar
form of Nazism. How so? Nazi-Faseism
is a dictatorial rule which might bhe de-
fined as a government of the few, by the
few, and for the few. In it the common
man hag no voice. Similarly the Papal
or Catholiec Church government has a
few high officials who formulate all poli-
cies, and issue all instructions. The ex-
alted nature of this executive body is
magnified by their designation “hier-
archy”, which literally means “sacred
rulership”, the term “hierarchs” being
applied by the poet Milton to a rank of
angels. Modern writers indicate the cor-
responding likeness to the Hitler regime
by using frequently the term “Nazi hier-
archy”. Thus the child organization ap-
pears to closely resemble its Papal
mother organization.

In the latter organization, the best-in-
formed writers have remarked a change
particularly since the Lateran Treaty
and Concordat of 1929 between the pope
and Mussolinl, It is generally agreed
that this contract, which recognized
Vatican City as an independent world-
power, established Catholicism as the,
state church of Italy, as well as brought
a handsome fortune of lire to the pontiff,
marked the beginning of the great mod-
ern expansion of Catholic Church pow-
er. It was hailed throughout the earth by
the forces of Catholic Action as divine
favor and recognition of the “mother
church”. Michael Williams, a strictly
Catholic editor, in his Cathalic Church in
Action, confirms this (page 13), and the
great non-Catholic anthorities, Salve-
mini and La Piana, in their What to Do
with ltaly, agree.
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Most Bloody and Unscrupulous

. That was an important day to the

forees that should wreck the world! The
.road was open for pushing a long-
cherished ambition that had burned in the
hearts of Jesnit zealots since their found-
mg by Loyola in 1534. Then and now,
says [.ehmann: “The unchanging goal
of the Catholie Chureh is the restoration
of its status as the only legally recog-
nized church in Chrigstendom.” (Vatican
Policy in the Second World War, page 6)
Among Catholic leaders who had few
seruples, the Jesuit order surpassed in
unscrupulousness; and among nations
that trafficked in bloodshed the Jesuits
outdid the bloodiest. And in keeping with
an unparalleled record of deception and
hypecrisy this group had assumed (in
1540) the name “Society of Jesus”, With
control of the Catholic Church in the
hands of the Jesuits, destruction was on
the march!

Let this brief deseription of Jesuitism
suffice to show the character of the or-
. ganization that had regained the saddle
of authority in the vast autocracy claim-
ing 350,000,000 souls. The wheel within
the dynamo of Catholic power was whip-
ping up velocity, wilder, no doubt, by
reason of former years of setback. Tm-
pelled by Jesuit erimes of treachery and
murder, France, Spain, Portugal, and
other countries, had driven them out
even before they were suppressed by the
pope himself, in 1773. This was probably
the last great triumph of the liberal ele-
ments within the Catholic Chureh. There-
after the order was restored by Pope
Pins VII, in 1821, (It had been estab-
lished in the United States in 1807, re-
payving the courtesy later, accordmg to
several historians, by plottlr_wr Lincoln’s
assassination.) Under modern popes the
Jesuits have been unhampered in bring-
ing the European pot to a boil. Jesuit-
direeted Pope Pins XTI raised a standard
or rallying ery for Nazi-Fascism within
the advancing chureh militant, calling it
CarroLIc AcTroN. Lehmann, above quot-
ed, deserihes the phenomenon which was
SEPTEMBER 26, 1945

erupting within the councils of Catholi-
cism: _

Few American ohservers of the European
scene were eonscious of the faet that, side by
side with the rise of Fascism in the political
and soeial sphere, a like Fascist setup arose
within the Catholic Church. This latter setup,
the creation of the same Pope Pins XI, was
ealled CatHoLIc Actiow, which must not be
confused with ordinary Catholic scTrviTY, but
which was a specially created corporate en-
tity integrating all Catholic activity in the
hierarchy centered in turn, in the Vatiean.
People in Ameriea did not see it in this light,
because their vision was obscured by mere
surface events, which were the necessary
corollary of all Faseist action, both in polities _
and religion, namely, a brutal purge of anti-
Fascist members within the Chureh itself,
[Vatican Policy in the Second World War,
page 13]

Of course, this was not accomphshed
without a struggle. Not a few Catholics
lost their lives in the fomentation and
uproar before all dissenting voices were
silenced. The same writer continues:

These faects were erroneously confused in
America with what was ealled “Hitler’s fight
against the Churehes”. The American publie
did not see that Hitler, in persecuting and
eliminating the anti-Fasecist elements of the
Roman Catholic Church, was acting parallel
with, and aiding and abetting the Jesuitical
element within the Church that wished to
bring about the same result. [Page 13]

Just how painstakingly the Jesuit
model was followed by Hitler is further
emphasized by Lehmann:

There is no doubt that the idea of totali-
tarianizing the entire body of a nation by the
ruthless intolerance of a controlling organ-
ism within the greater organization was taken
from the Jesuit setup in the Catholie Church,
Hitler speeially lauds this intolerant Jesuit
setup in the Catholie Church in his Mein
Hampf, and instrueted his National-Socialist
[Nazi] party to make it their model. [Page 15]

Uncompromising Destroyers

The whole Roman Catholie Church
was thus moved, actuated and eontrolled
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by a small group of uncompromising
{(intransigent) destroyers, breathing fire
and doom to all opponents in the way of
world eonquest. These facts are set forth
with care because i 1s felt that the in-
quiring mind will want to know how it
happens that an organization with many

~worthy members in its population ecould
ket forth on a course so depraved. It is
again repeated, that Fascism, the rule
by a few, may earry a whole nation, as
in Germany, or a whole empire, as in the
Roman Catholic Church, in what gives
the appearance of national or imperial
madness. Good Germans did npt stop
Hitler, nor will good Catholics stop the
aggressions of the Roman Catholie
Church under Jesuit control.

The Jesuit pattern of clearing out the
less rabid among the clergy was followed
in Germany in dissolving the liberal
Catholic Center Party, just as the Cath-
olic Popular Party in Italy had been dis-
solved by the pope to make way for Fas-
cism, Some mistook this purge as a per-
seeution of the Roman Catholic Chureh.
Others point out that monks were tried
under the Hitler regime for seducing
young boys and committing other sex
crimes; that Austrian and German
priests were tried for smuggling money
out of the couniry; that some were tried
for harboring “communists”; and that
Dr. Klausener, head of the Catholic Cen-
ter Party, was assassinated in Hitler’s
blood purge of June 30, 1934. But no one
has ever pointed out a single instance
where a Catholic has been attacked or
perbecuted by Hitler simply because he
was a Catholic. The Catholie churches
which had not been accidentally bombed
were still operating when the Allied ar-
mies penetrated Germany, and the Nazis

" called on them to the last moment fo
bolster morale. Where is any instance of
harm done to a Catholie because of his
religion?

By way of comparison consider the
outrages done to Jehovah’s witnesses in
Germany because they served Jehovah.
“Then shall they deliver you up unto
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tribulation, and shall kill you: and ye
shall be hated of all the nations for my
name’s sake.” (Matthew 24: 9, dm. Stan.
Ver.} Treatment of them likewise dis-
closes Hitler’s adoption of Catholie Ae-
tion.

Signing of the Concordat

In Germany the signing of th¢ Con-
cordat of 1933, establishing Catholicism
as the state ehurch marked the end of
religious toleration of any active opposi-
tion. For example, Masonry was driven
to the underground; Jewish pogroms or
riots encouraged, and liberality of any
sort purged, as far as possible, from the
Third Reich, This process followed gen-
erally what had begun in Ttaly somewhat
previously and resembled the Jesuit pat-
tern of all time. In line with this pro-
gram Papal procedure demanded specif-
ically the extermination of Jehovah’s
witnesses. The Roman Catholic source of
this order, long after most of Jehovah’s
witnesses were either dead or in prison,
is exposed by a declaration by Hitler
quoted in The German Way: “1 consider
them quacks; I do not tolerate that the
German Catholics be besmirched in such
a manner by this Awmerican ‘Judge’
Rutherford; 1 dissolve the Farnest Bi-
ble Students’ in Germany; their prop-
erty T dedicate to the people’s welfare;
I will have all their literature eonfis-
cated.”
- Manifestly this terrible assault upon
law-abiding Christians, who willingly en-
dured all things to hold unblemished
their worship of the sinless Nazarene,
was, even as the death of their Leader,
directly chargeable te Rome’s decree.
The words of the Gestapo reiterate the
ancient taunt, to wit: “Who is Jehovah?”

This early persecution caused quite a
stir among Christians throughout the
world. The Golden Age magazine .(the
name of the publication later changed to
Consolation),in its issue of April 25,1934,
details the seizing of the W ATCHTOWER
properties in Magdeburg, valued at more
than half a million dollars, in April 1933,
and vicious persecutlon of Jehovah’s

CONSOLATION



witnesses in the fall of 1933, after Hit-
ler’s coneordat with the Vatican in July.
More than 500 gospel preachers were ar-
rested in the province of Saxony and
placed in concentration camps, charged
generally with the crime of refusing to
“Heil Hitler”. Bible literature was de-
stroyed by the thousands in a manner
typical of the Roman Catholic Inquisi-
tion. To the beatings and torture of the
witnesses was added much reviling and
insult to the name of Jehovah, The faith-
ful were called “evildoers”, “parasites of
the state,” “traitors,” and mockingly
“disciples of Jehovah,” “idiots of Jeho-
vah.” Page 681 recounts a cruel case of
persecution in which the Gestapo taunt-
ed: “Jehovah has written us a letter
that you miserable creatures shall be
shooted.”

Bishop’s Door Opened to Hitler

In the same town of Magdeburg, where
the Society’s headquarters had been
seized, the Catholic bishop was so
pleased over events that the bishop’s
door of the Cathedral of Saint Maurice
and Saint Catherine was opened to Hit-
ler, the first time it had been opened in
410 years—since the days of Luther.
(The Goldén Age, Vol. 15, page 749)
Meanwhile the pope was gleefully cele-
brating “Holy Year” (1933).

The furnace of Catholic perseention of
Christians because they-served Jehovah
belched forth. The 1938 Yearbook of Je-
hovah’'s wilnesses (page 135) revealed

that ‘almost all of Jehovah’s witnesses

are held in prison or concentration
. camps. It is impossible to conceive of
such wickedness and cruelty as now
exists there’,

A little more information began to
leak out of the lands of the Inquisition,
as shown by the entries in the 1939 Year-
book. In Germany some of Jehovahs
witnesses “were murdered and more than
6,000 are kept in prisons and concentra-
tion camps”. (Page 133) Denunciations
termed ‘them “Communists” and the
Watchtower Society was greatly slan-
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dered, “Brother George Franzen was sen-
tenced to two years and a half and a
thousand marks’ fine. Later the Gestapo
stated: “The fellow still believes in his
Jehovah. ” “Brother Karl Kirsch was
murdered by Dbeing beaten to death.”
. . .« “Gestapo agent Theiss at Dortmund
. . . publicly boasted that he had beaten
up 150 witnesses.” “Other newspapers
stated that Jehovah’s witnesses, regard-
less of the most severe punishments, can-
not be kept from serving their God and
that they continue to refuse to ‘Heil Hit-
ler’.” (Pages 149-151) No word came that
year from Ttaly.

Still worse is the news from Germany
published in the 1940 Yearbook: “Jeho-

“vah’s witnesses to the name of the Most

High have suffered in that land probably
movre than in any other place on earth in
modern times . . . ” Among a long list
of atrocities deseribed, this one is typ-
ical: “One might the Nazis beat [one
witnesg] fhrice into uneonsciousness.”
(Pages 146-148) This treatment recalled
one of the favorite Nazi practices of tor-
ture. A victim was beaten or tormented -
until he mercifully lost consciousness,
then revived with cold water and the
process repeated, Coronet, June, 1945, re-
lates the similar horrors of the Oswiecim
murder camp. Heré prisoners were
forced to run barefooted on sharp gravel
until they fainied; then doused under
the pump so that suffering returned, The
“Camp of Disappearing Men” (title),
where wounds never healed, was com-
plete with its lethal gas chamber, so
popular with the “master race”,

Effect of Papal Alliance

Ttaly calls forth this comment for the
year: “Particularly since the open alli-
ance between the Vatican and Mussolini
the totalitarian state of Italy has made
it praectically impossible for any of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses to exist.” (Page 156)

Yearbook 1941. In Germany execn-
tions increased. Typical of the unre-
stratned Inquisition is the following:
“We learn that a witness of Jehovah was
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ill-treated at various times by receiving
25 times 25 strokes. This terrible
treatment caused him to become a phys-
ical wreck. I1e is not able to hold his body
upright.” (Page 179) In Italy, the sisler

states, about 150 brethren were arrested .

and given senlences of many years
"{enal servitude. Nearly all these were

aken to Rome, where the persecutors
“mocked at the name of Jehovah, saying,
“Who is God?”

Yearbook 1942, ‘In Qermany there are
more than 6,000 devoted ones who to this
day linger behind prison walls and in
concentration camps and who reluse to
compromise under torture. . . . Nothing
can be said at the moment as to the num-
ber of those shot or guilletined, but their
number may be said to go into many
hundreds. . . . Most of the brethren in
Jtaly are still in banishment.” (Pages
167, 170, 171)

The distressed brother who sent in the
report on (ermany takez heart from
the Seriptural admonition: “Therefore,
brethren, we were comforted over you
in all our affliction and distress by your
faith: for now we live, if ye stand fast
in the Lord.”—1 Thessalonians 3: 7, &.

The 1943 Yearbook still found a faith-
ful remnant in Germany and Italy who
continued under stress to stand for wor-
ship of the Most High. Nor had they Jost
hope; for it is stated: “The brethren in
(Germany {irmly expect a specdy hurst-
ing of the fetters.” (Pages 157-158)

The 1944 Yearbook containg the last
news of Germany before the great Amer-
ican thrust of liberation; ang it is touch-
ing indeed. Strangely, this information
was not received direetly from any of
Jehovah’s witnesses there, Ddut came
through an article published in the
Christian Science Monilor, published in
Boston, Massachusetts. This journal ap-
pears to- have been relaved some facts
from inside Germany, and says this of
Jehovah’s witnesses there: “These sim-
ple folk seem most simple in their faith,
Recently, seven of them were executed.
The exceutions were marked by the un-
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usual sight of the condemned men’s wives
begging them not to sign a renunciation
of their faith which mlght have brought
themn a pardon.”

The account continues with the state-
ment that despite the most vicious per-
%euutmn the wilnesses in German) are

“orowing up like mughrooms”. Remark-
ing ithat Rudol ph Hess’ flight to Fngland
left the Nazis without their chief perse-
cutor of Jehovah’s witnesses, a para-
graph follows having prophetie signif-
leance : “A large number of Germans who
are not sympathetic with the BBible Stu-
dents [ Bibellorscher, Jehovah’s witness-
es] themselves, however, do not approve
of Nazl tactics of suppression. They
are inclined to defend the members of
the group as martyrs for conscience, and
to believe that the arrests and executions
are a sign of Germany's rapid progress
toward the abyss.” (Pages 130, 131, See
also The Watchtower, November 15,
1943, p. 349.)

Made No Bones About It

During these years of Nazi supremacy,
the Hierarchy made no hones about sap-
porting Ilitler.-For many vears Conso-
lation published the facts proving the
close alliance, two issues (Nos. 501, 302,
1938) cnntdmmg the significant article
“Jesuitized Germany”, The current news-
papers contained pl(tures of Hitler in
St. Hedwig’s Cathedral, doing homage
to a papal ropre%ntdtw{, and one bold
photograph shows the Swastika flving
over the Cologne Cathedral. The Roman
Catholie bishops at their yearly conclave
at Tulda reiterated loyalty to Nazi’s
fuehrer, the declaration in 1939 pub-
lished ih the New York Times being typ-
ical: “In this hour we [Catholie bishops]
admonish our Catholie soldiers to do
their duty in obedience fo the Fuehrer
and to be ready to sacrifice their whole in-
dividuality.” (Consolation, December 13,

- 1939) Nor was any change of policy in-

dicated the next vear, beeauae on June 9,
1940, shortly afler Demncracv ddrkest
hour at D_unkcrquc, Hitler ordered all
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church bells rung in celebration, and the
command was freely obeyed. (Consola-
tion of January 22, 1941, quoled news
dispatches of the timne.)

This review of politico-religious his-
tory has been aitempted especially for
the young people of today, who cannot
estimate the pregent developments with-
out knowledge of what has gone before.
Such knowledge the Hierarchy has made
diffienlt to get. Moreover, the seeker for
truth is constantly barraged with the
epithet: “Hitler was the enemy of all re-
ligions, and fought the Catholic Church
as well as Jews and everybody else.”
TFailing to understand a complicated
decade, this simple explanation is wel-
come to most.

But the quality of an argument is
never improved by repetition! Repeti-
tion of a falsehood, moreover, becomes
most dangerous when the truth is with-
held, The advertiser relies on repetition;
the prropagandist ag well, Henee, let the
inquirer be on guard, comparing the
facts recounted with the future conduct
of ithe Hierarchy, observing particularly
their support of Fascist monarchs. Edi-
torial writers are generally loath to
examine religious affilialions, even when
they are non-Catholie. Consequently the
public is left to stumble over all the lies
of propaganda tirelessly manufactured
by Jesuit-Fasecists.

3

Lulled to Sleep

They are now lulled to slecp by the
conviction that Nazism is almost de-
stroyed. The press is [ull of the releases
from Buchenwald, Belsen, and Dachan,
whose dungeons have poured forth ema-
ciated prisoners gauntly inspiring re-
venge. Gardelen, where a warchouse full
of vietims were gunned and burncd, has
been opened to relieve the smell of rot-
ting flesh. Nordhausen, the underground
factory where 20,000 workmen died, now
cracked by Allied might, holds les miser-
ables no more. The slaves are having
their inning against the keepers, such as
sadist Jouoph Kramer, head tortuu,r of
SEPTEMBER 25, 1945

Belsen, “where 60,000 prisoners were
mostly ‘worthless Jews’; but, neverthe-
less, he treated them very well; only
ahout 9,000 died monthly.” (Life, May 14,
1945)

The public also observes that the Ger-
man personnel has suffered a smashup.
Key ligures in.the diabolical structure
have been dropped: Catholic Gocbbels,
rat-faced spreader of poison propagan-
da, said to have suicided; Hangman
I_l_immler, Catholic chief of the Inquisi-
tion, now called the Gestapo, suicided;
Reichsmarshal Goering, facing trial ; von
Greim, his sucecessor, suicided. The mili-
tary have heen taken: von Runstedt,
bloody leader of the Ardennes break-
through von Friedeburg, now liquidat-
ed; Dom1t7 director of the submarine
scourge; Horthy Dittmar, and Kessel-
ring, who once guarded Vatlcan City
againgt Italian patrioet assault. The
round-np -caught the great Nazi indus-
trialisis so necessary to the war machine:
Weigs, Krupp of the famous Kssen ar-
maments Tactory, and Houdrement, who

" invites a repetition of American folly by

his stalement, “Krupp needs 1. S, loan
to rehuild.” (lefe, May 14, 1945) The
“lesser rats from Nawi sewers”, such as -
gauleiters Forster of Danzig, and Hugo
Jury, former “gocial wellare minister”
of the notorious Catholie Sevss-loguart
government of Austria, have fallen into
Allied hands; also Fnglish traitor Wil-
ham Jovee (Lord TTaw Haw), Norway’s
Quisling, and Julius Htrmcher Jew-
baiter, And the mop-up eontinues.

It is the worst defeat in (German his-
tory. A recent publication stated that
850,000 of Berlin’s million and a half
homes had been destroyved. It was esti-
mated that it would take [ifty vears to
rebuild. Only three large cities remain
intact, Leipzig, Weisbaden, and Heidel-
burg. Nuremburg and *Munich, smashed
into magses of-wreckage, are ghost cities.
Cologne, Coblenz, Frankfort, Hamburg,
Dusseldorf, and Ksscp, to mention only
a few, fal(,d little better. Germany is a
deieated land her cities erushed, her
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people stunned, frightened, and servile.
(San Diego Union, May 9, 1945; T'ribune
Sun, June 4, 1945, article by James Kil-
gallen)

Has Nazism Fallen?

It is easy to jump to the conclusion
-. that Nazism has fallen with Germany.
%t Many Americans even go farther and
claim that what happened to Hitler was
punishment by the Lord hecause of his
attack on religion. But the Seriptures
show that Jehovah will make a complete
end of wickedness at Armageddon, and
no remnants will be left to kindle another
fire of devastation: “And I will make
justice the line, and righteousness the
plummet; and the hail shall sweep away
the refuge of lies, and the waters shall
overflow the hldmg-place . . . when the
overflowing scourge shall pass through,
then ye shall be trodden down it.”
(Isaiah 28:17, 18, Am. Stan. Ver.) "The
Lord’s “seourge” will take only the wick-
ed, wherever they be, and leave un-
touched the humble ones who seek His
protection,
Until Jehovah does fight Armageddon,
Nazism will continue to raise its ugly
. head. The puppets Mussolini and Hitler
have gone, but their creator, the Jesuit
Hierarchy, have trained substitutes with
many adherents even in the United
States. If at any time Hitler had really

fought the “mother church”, a ery from
the pope of “Matricide”, such as saved
Rome, would have brought swift venge-
ance. Moving behind a “refuge of lies”,
the Hierarchy ‘is as swift, direct and
deadly in action as it is devious and
long-winded in words. Excommunication
of Hitler (cutting off from all eontact
from the Catholic church and all rela-
tion with Catholics) or interdict against
the Nazi government (as was imposed
on the Mexiean Liberal government in
1929, which denied them all church
rights, including burial), would probably
have been passed up in favor of the
“blood purge”. Assassination has often
been the Jesuit weapon of vengeance.
Any real insubordination would have
brought the fuehrer’s end before now.

The whole unreasonableness of any
fight between Hitler and the Catholie
Church is summed up in the admission
of Catholic Kalgergi-Coudenove: “Ca-
tholicism is the Fascist form of Christi-
anity. The Catholic Hierarchy rests fully
and securely on the leadership principle
with an infallible pope in supreme com-
mand for a lifetime.” (Quoted from Leh-
mann’s Vatican Policy wn the Second
Warld War, first page of introduction)
Therefore be not deceived; the Hier-
archy is Nazism’s greatest promoter and
exponent. As long as she exists Nazism
will be forcefully represented.

Two Locomotives in One

THE new Pennsylvania Railroad steam
locomotives, intended to haul 125
loaded cars at speeds in excess of 50 miles
an hour, weigh, with their tenders loaded,
a grand total of 1,028,000 pounds, and
they are really two locomotives in one.
Four cylinders are used, of which the
front two drive two pairs of driving
wheels, and the second two provide the
power for three pairs of driving wheels.
There is a four-wheel leading truck, and
a four-wheel trailer truck incorporating
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a booster engine to provide extra start-
ing power. The tender has 16 wheels.
Roller bearings are used on all axles.

The locomotive and tender is 124
feet 7 inches long over-all and stands
16 feet 5 inches high. The tender will
carry 40 tons of coal and 19,000 gallons
of water, with provisions for scooping
up additional water on the run. The
driving wheels are 69 inches in diameter.
Steam pressure is 300 pounds to the
square ineh.

CONSOLATION




The Mayans and the Basques

HE University of Califorria has been
broadeasting a series of informative
talks over San Francisco radio station
KGO, and in one of these it recently

mentioned that when Yuncatan was in-

vaded by Spanish priests in the days of

Cortez they found natives that believed

their ancestors had come from the east;
others, from the far north.

1t may well be that both traditions are
correct. While it i1s quite well estab-
lished that the Indians of both North
America and South America are, in the
main, descendants of Mongolians that
followed the Japanese current around

the coasts of Alaska, British Columbia
and the western coasts of North America
and South Ameriea, the Mayans of Yueca-
tan are more recent arrivals. There are
certain words of the Mayan tongue that
are to be found in the language of the
Basques, those highly intelligent eiti-
zens of the ngrthern coast of Spain.

Basque fishermen may have preceded. -

hoth  Leif Kricson and Christopher
Columbus and left no records of their
exploits. Intermarriage with the Indians
would sufficiently account for the
swarthy color of the skins of the present-
day Mayans of Yucatan.

Carrots and Potatoes Thrown Away

CALIFORNIA subscriber writes, “1
was at one time an ardent supporter
of the two political issues, ‘Ham and
Eggs’ and “$60.00 at 60 years’, until one
day I read the book Salvation and learned
that only God throungh His great Theo-
cratic Kingdom can ever briivng the de-
sired blessings to this earth. Now, by the
Lord’s grace, I and my family of four
are ambassadors for that Kingdom.”
The writer sends two 1ssues of a pub-
lication put out by the Payroll Guaran-
tee Association. The first contains a pic-

ture of 200 sacks of carrots dumped by
the side of the road. The second contains
a picture of 20,000 tons of potatoes that
were bought by the government at $1.65
per hundred weight. After being spread
out fo dry they will be sold as stock feed
at 30c per hundred. Maybe you cannot
figure out how the government ean buy
potatoes at $1.60 and work them over
and sell them at a profit for 30c. But
you don’t know the government. They,
the politicians, toil not, neither do they
spin, yet the farmers, in all their indus-
try, are not arrayed like one of these.

Some Locust Visitations

N RUSSIA a traveler between Moscow

and the Crimea once found the ground
so covered with loeusts for 400 miles that
driving over them was like crossing
freshly plowed earth.

One mass of locusts crossing the Red
sea covered an area of 2,000 square
miles; and a single invasion of locusts
in Kenya, Kast Africa, did $1,500,000
worth of damage, ' '

Palestine is often visited. Reports
SEPTEMBER 26, 1945

from there are that when the locusts get
into a garden everything in.it is com-
pletely destroyed. When they enter a
vineyard, they leave nothing but bare
bark. When they attack a fig tree the
trunk is so covered with male crawlers
as to make it a bright yellow, but within
a day the tree is completely stripped of
foliage, the bark is eaten off the topmost
branches and the smallest limbs are
sawed off completely.
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—John 17:17 |

*

{ Hebrew Prophets and the State

THE religious clergy of “Christendom”
claim that their position in relation
to the political state in which they live
is the same as that of the Hebrew proph-
ets in relation to the Jewish kingdom of
Israel, or is so closely like thereto that
it is practically the same. Upon this they
base their claim for taking part in the
political affairs of the day. Indeed, they
do more than this; they insist upon po-
litical activity as part of their duty as
ministers and representatives of God
and Jesns Christ in the earth. They fur-
ther insist that it is not only the priv-
ilege but the duty of every man who
would style himself a “Christian”, and
over whose spiritual interests they in
any way rile, to do likewise. Polities,
say they, is to be considered as “part
of the Christian’s religion”.

Rome’s Hierarchy determines the pol-
itiecs of its people; it tells them what
they must do in all phases of life. The
Greek church would do the same; the
Anglican church gives liberty in theory,
but does not do so in practice, for the
parson would order his parishioners to
put themselves under the political direc-
tion of the squire. It is in great measnre
because the Free Churches have had to
fight for their life against the greater
systems, that they have tried to inculeate
the dogma of liberty of conscience among
their people. They have, in theory at
least, desired that “their peoples” should
not be under the control of those great
church powers against whose influence
and doctrine they themselves have pro-
tested. They have rightly declared that
the union of church and state as in Eng-
land and in Russia in the days of: the
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czars is contrary to God’s Word. But
their attitude; however right it was in
its conception in such particular cases,
is in practice proved to be unreal; for
there have been no more ardent politi-
cians than the preachers and the princi-
pal members of their flocks. They have
not had the power to direct the affairs
of the state; but they have tried to gain
their ends by means of the ballot box.

We ask, Is the claim of the clergy a
good one? Does the Bible give them any
warrant for it? The right answer is that
their claim has no sanction in the Serip-
tures, and that in this matter there is no
likeness between the Hebrew prophets
and the religions clergy of the present
day. Let us say more, namely, that there
is no true similarity between the clergy
of “Christendom’s” religious organiza-
tions and the Hebrew prophets; but a
similarity may be seen between them and
the false prophets 'who professed to
speak to Israel in the name of Jehovah,
though they had no commission from
Him. The clergy of the religions sects

_and eults profess to be called of God and
to be separated to Him as the Hebrew
prophets were; but their claim is false.
They are either self-appointed or are the
appointees of a purely human system,
and they take their position before men
absolutely without divine ordination or
authority or privilege. i

In order to get the true viewpoint, the
special relationship hetween the people
of Israel and their kingdom and Jeho-
vah must be taken into account. The
Israelites were God’s echosen people; and
the kingdom was God’s own kingdom.
The nation of Istael was a chosen peo-
ple to himself; and Palestine, the land
‘of their inheritance, was God’s own land
in this special sense. Although all the
earth was His, vet all except this por-
tion which He reserved for himself He
bad given to the ehildren of men, He pre-
served Canaan that it might be a place
of inheritance for His chosen people for
the time being during this wicked world.
—Deuteronomy 7:1, 6.
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The laws of the people given at Mount
Sinai through Moses, to enable them to
live a communal life in good fellowship
with each other and before God, were
Jehovah God’s own laws, That law made
no provision for a constitution as com-
monly conceived in “Christendom”, The
law and its commandments were suffi-
cient for all needs. No other arrange-
- ment would have been necessary if the
people had kept the law. Israel’s govern-
ment was a tvpieal Theocracy, and not
an autocracy or a demoeracy. But when
the time came that God, in response to a
cry from Israel i0 be made like their
neighbors round about, gave them a
king, then the king Wwas His anointed
king, His appointee, Hence in the case
of King David, he was specially said to
sit upon the throne of the Lord Jeho-
vah. (1 Chronicles 28:23) Thus the land
was (od’s, the people were His, and the
king was His, also. Where do any of the
nations today have such position?

Liater Istrael’s kings became as other
rulers and many were no longer shep-
herds of God’s flock. The people lost
sight of their speeial posifion as before
God, and beecame as one of the Gentile
nations. Although proud of their sep-
arateness in the faets of past history,
Israel outwardly tried to conform fo the
Gentile ideas. Under such circumstances
(rod raised up His servants the prophets
to witness both to the people and to their
" kings as to their wrong course. Ag the
kings, the chief priests, and the principal
men of the people were those who di-
rected the affairs of the nation, very fre-
quently the prophets were sent to speak
to them. Thus Isaiah was (dod’s messen-
ger to the kings of Judah, Uzziah, Amon,
and Hezekiah; and thus Elijah was
God’s messenger to King Ah#b, and
Jeremiah to the kings of Judah in his
day. ’

The prophets also were messengers to
the people, speaking the things that God
gave them, in order that they might be
-brought to a sense of their responsibil-
_ity. They were God’s messengers to tell
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of the wrong conditions which obtained,
and to point the people to the require-
ments of the divine law, The prophets
were not politicians in the accepted
sense ; they were messengers of Jehovah.

“And it came to pass at the end of
seven days, that the word of the Lorp
came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have
made thee a watechman unto the house
of Israel”-—Ezekiel 3: 16,17,

Now it must be said that in no respeet
have the nations of “Christendom” ever
had any such relationship to Jehovah
God as Israel enjoyed in the days of
old. The fact is patent to all that at no
time has there been a kingdom outside
of Israel that has professed to be ruled
and governed by the principles of the
teaching of Christ. “Christendom” is
Christian in name only, Nor has God reg-
ulated her affairs or in any way inter-
fered with them or at any fime sent any
messenger fo the courts of “Christen-
dom”, The simple fact is that all the na-
tions of the world have been under the
control of Satan the Devil, whom the
Seriptures call “the god of this world”,
{2 Corinthians 4:4; John 14:30) The
claim of the religious clergy that it is
their business to act toward the politieal
powers of this world as ‘the prophets of
old did to Israel, and that they should
help to regulate the affairs of the king-
dom, is false and is positively harmful
and a reproach to God’s name in that it
has led “Christendom” to believe that
this muddle of national policies and
prejudices is in some way God’s kingdom.

Jehoval's witnesses today know it is
no part of their duty to meddle in poli-
tics or to start anything that would even
appear to be in opposition to worldly
governments, Their business is to wit-
ness to all mankind that God is inviting
the people of good-will to allegiance to
His heavenly King; and to the fact that
the present worldly setup is not of God
but is of man and has been erected
chiefly through the misleading teachings
of the Babylonish religious clergy whe

‘have been unfaithful to the professions.
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‘Graduation Day at Gilead

ARADISE in the New World will be
like the garden of Eiden in its perfee-
tion. Yet creatures in their imperfection
find it hard to picture in their minds

guch a condition. Those, howeyer, who -

were fortunate enough to be at the
Watchtower Bible College of Gilead on
graduation day, July 30, 1945, have some
idea of what the New World of Right-
eousness will be like; for truly it was
as if they were given a preview of such
coming Edenic condition. o

The campus grounds were most beau-
tiful. About the main auditorinm was
spread a spacious earpet of luxuriant
green grass fringed with gorgeous flow-
ers of the most brilliant hues, colors that
only the Creator can mix. The back-
ground foliage, in contrast, was & rest-
ful dark-green. A delightful and refresh-
ing breeze rustling in the trees harmo-
nized with the melody of many twittering
birds; while overhead in the ¢lear blue
sky the golden ball of fire radiated its
smile of approval on the proceedings of
the day. Gilead amidst this setting was
nestled between two miniature lakes that
reflected this resplendent glory like mir-
rorg and framed it off from the rest of
the world. :

No announcements or invitations were
sent out for this oceasion, so anly about
150 visitors were expected. But early in
the morning of that day a steady stream
of cars began to flow in from the north
and south on highway number 34. To the
amazement of all they kept comimg until
there was a total attendance of, not 300,
as expected, but 1,380! Only 800 of these

were able to squeeze themselves into the -

auditorium; the rest being content to stt
outside either on benches or on the grass
_and listen to the proceedings over a loud-
speaker.

At nine o’clock promptly the program
began with the singing of a song of.

praise to Jehovah and the offering up of

a prayer. The president of the College,

Mr. N. H. Knorr, acting as chairman,
SEPTEMEBER 26, 1945

then introduced the several members of
the faeulty and also the Farm servant.

A Headache, Then a Heortache

As thesesinstructors each spoke a few
minutes the hearts of the student body,
as well as their eyes, were filled with
emotion and tender feeling. One instrue-
tor said that though they had been a
headache to him, now they were just a
heartache, He then reminded them that
they had come to Gilead equipped for
Theocratic warfare, ministers gualified
to wield the sword of truth, but seek-
ing further training. Now they were
leaving Gilead with those swords pol-
ished and sharpened to razor keenness
and with the knowledge of how to use
them most effectively, The second speak-
er, the instructor in Spanish, gave his
message in Spanish and told the stu-
dents he loved them because they loved
Jehovah and were willing to go to the
ends of the earth with the message of
comfort for those whose right it was to
hear., The third said he felt as though
autumn had come prematurely, a mixed
feeling of joy and sadness. Joy because
of knowing that an abundant season was
past, with the mature fruit of the field -
garnered in; and sadness because of the
parren season and emptiness ahead
caused by departing students. The
fourth instructor likened the world to a
great courtroom where Jehovah sits as
Judge. The witnesses of Satan have
failed to substantiate his side of the is-
sue of universal domination. On the oth-
er hand, Jehovah puts His witnesses in
the field to testify concerning the al-
mighty majesty of the Most High God.
And these graduating students, being
specially trained servants, have a singu-
lar responsibility in upholding this uni-
versal sovereignty of Jehovah. The Farm
gervant then expressed his appreciation
for the co-operation the students had
given him, as part of their training, in
caring for the many domestic duties.
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The president’s secretary then read a
number of telegrams and letters received
from former gradunates who, being at the
time in far- off lands, were scparated
only by distance, not in mind and gpirit.
These included messages from Alaska,
Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, €uba, Mexi-
co, Nicaragua, ¥l Salvador, ard Uru-
guay, besides many places in the United
States.

From frigid Alaska came warm greet-
ings kindled by a burning zeal for The
Theoeraey: “The thoughts of our hearts
and minds have often been of Gilead and
the students now graduating, and, too,
of the most blessed privilege of helnu' sent
forth whithersoever the Lord directs.
The glorious treasure of service becomes
more precious as new lields are opencd
up and new opportunities to witness to
Jehovah’s kingdom are afforded us, We

excecdingly rejoice with you, and may
Jehovah's rieh blessings and active Torec
rest upon cach one of you as you go
forth to your new assignments.”

“Come Over into Macedonia”

The cry from south of the border is
louder than ever: ""Comc over into Mace-
domia, and help us.” (Aets 16:9) A
rddlogram from Nicaragua read: “Con-
gratulations on termination of prepara-
tion. Millions good-will Lating await
help. May holy spirit guide your future
work.,” From Uruguay: “Gileadites in
Montevideo wish you Jehovah’s blessing
and inereased privileges. Territory here
excellent. Sheep innumerable.” And from
Chile: “We look forward with keen in-
terest and anticipation to the time when
the T.ord will send more laborers to this
land. 1'rom all sides we hear the groans

This js only a portion of the 500 happy faces that waited for the doors of the saditorium to open

on the morning of gradualion day.
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Inlerested spectators ring the natural pool on the college campus to witness the immersion of 16 newly
interested persons living in the vieinity, This symbolizing of eonseerution oecurred the day before grad-

uation.

of people who, longing under {he voke of
religion, are reaching out for a life line.
The truth is what they need, and the
T.ord has provided the opportunity for
them to recelve it.”

After the reading of these delightful
greetings, a member of the board of di-
rectors of the Wateh Tower Society then
gave un address that tied in very nicely
with this eall for more publishers from
{foreign fields. lle expressed the kcen in-
terest the Society’s office in Brooklyn
Qas in the work and service of these full-
time ministers who are sent forth from
(#ilead, and assured them that as they
were sprinkled over the facc of the carth
their problemsg and interests would still
be those of the Bociety, which stands
ever ready to ald and counsel them ae-
cording to their necds,
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“Defense Through Knowledge”

Of course, the anticipated feature of
the day’s program was the sfirring and
timely talk by the prebldent “Defense
Through Knowledgo In simple, yet
forceful, language he showed that Jeho-
vah alone is able to supply the only prae-
tical defense for the crucial days ahead.
Krnowledge he defined as “information
received from a truthful source”. He
then continued to show that man cannot
begin to get knowledge if he does not
fear Jehovah God: “To such as fear Him
He teaches knowledge by [lis revealed
Word, the Bible. Hence it is necessary to
dig deeply into it and search for the
precious truths and vital information
and instruction therein contained. Such
truthful information is our indispensa-
ble defense; for without proper instrue-
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tion man’s feet are hasty to run in the
way of sin. All people, regardiess of
race, nationality, color, or religion, have
the right to come to a knowledge of the
truth. In their ignorance they are fotally
without a defense against the impending
storm of Armageddon; and therefore we
-, will be diligent to point out to them the
tway of escape, which is a knowledge of
‘Jehovah and His kingdom under Christ
Jesus. Money may be a temporary de-
fense mow, but, at the best, it is onl
transitory. At Armageddon scoffers will
cast their gold and silver into the streets
as worthless. Knowledge, therefore, not
only is for our own defense, but is given
that we may impart it to others, This
being so, what a precious privilege it is
to be bearers of the knowledge of the
Lord to others! It is a priceless and rare
honor, not to be compared even with the
fabulous wealth of glittering gold, puri-
fied silver, or sparkling jewels. We wi
therefore prove ourselvés the true serv-
ants of (God and ambassadors of His
trinmphal King by making known every-
where the knowledge of Him and His
glorions Theocratic Government.’

To illustrate his talk the president re-
lated many heart-rending experiences
that Jehovah’s witnesses have suffered
.in the Gterman concentration camps for
over ten long years. But the Lord pro-
tected and cared for those witnesses.
‘Knowledge of Jehovah’s purpose has
been their only defense; and how pre-
cious is that knowledge! It has kept
those brethren faithful. We, too, must
maintain our infegrity; those brethren
did; we also can if we have knowledge.

The Diplomas Distributed

Next on the program was the giving
out of diplomas. Of the 101 students
graduated in this fifth class, 94 were
called, one by one, to the platform to re-

ceive, amidst spontaneous applause, a .

certificate of merit.

The overwhelming joy and gratitude

of those students found some expression
in a resolution that they then offered.
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Tt expressed their thanks and apprecia-

" tion to Jehovah, the Universal Sover-

eign, and His enthroned and reigning
King, Christ Jesus, for raising up a
“faithful .and wise servant” (The So-
ciety) in these “last days”; also for the
unspeakable privilege that had been
theirs of going through the portals of
(tilead to join that band of faithful wit-
nesses who are filtering out into foreign
lands enlightening those that sit in dark-
nesg, all to the honor, praise and vindica-
tion of the great and eternal name of
Jehovah.

Following the quick and unanimous
adoption o% this Resolution the assem-
bly, numbering nearly 1,400, rose and
with no little feeling gave thanks to Je-
hovah in prayer for all His manifold
blessings bestowed upon them all.

End of a Blessed Day .

Coming as 2 fitting end of a blessed
day, was a meeting in the evening in the
Gilead suditorium. Friends, relatives
and stodents numbering 527 stayed to
enjoy a happy session in which the grad-
nated students themselves expressed
their individual appreciation. Their ex-
periences were seasoned with many hu-
morous incidents. In conelusion, the be-
loved president of the College spoke in-
formally, assuring them of his love and
bidding them prosperity in their future
work of ‘discipling all nations’.

This graduation  day, one of the
brightest spots in the lives of all present,
had come to an end. It was time to say
good-bye. But this was hard to do. As
one of the students expressed it: “Here
ig where I have been tanght by the great
Teachers, Jehovah God and Christ Je-
sus. Here I have been sheltered, fed, and
loved by my associates. How can I leavé
this place now? Oh, I'd love to stay here

.and just go on studying forever, No, I
_ don’t really want to stay here: for it is

a very selfish thought. The only way 1
can express my appreciation to Jehovah

‘for this wonderful privilege of attending
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Top: Gilead viewed from the north, showing improverents made in the water course.

Bottom: To the south of Gilead this quiet little lake surromnded with trees and foliage reflects the
Edenic beauty of the college campns.
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Gilead is to go forth with a greater zeal
than ever before, to the ends of the earth
if it be His will, and tell the truth to
the many hungry ones who have rever
heard of the glorious Kingdbm.”

Yes, Gilead had bound a tie closer than
any other because, as a group, they had
felt Jehovah’s spirit working upon their
minds as they studied, as well as upon
the instructors as they endeavored to
assist them gain that knowledge for de-

fense’. Here these students had learned
to love each other very dearly, as broth-
ers and sisters in one big family under
the Great Father, Jehovah. So, as they
tore themselves apart in body and said
farewell, nevertheless the bond of friend-
ship and affection between these class-
mates still held fast. And it will not be
broken; no, not even by distance thongh
they be scattered to the four corners of
the earth.

L1

. Religion i

N THE big state of Texas, with its

6,414,824 populatlon, many of the 256
sects domg business in the United States
are represented. The way the politicians
view the religious industry is that if they
holler at every opportunity, “Give us
more religion,” they will be bound to get
at least a few more votes, so that they
can continue to feed at the public trough.

Now it happens that young folks, if
they are students, are likely to be hon-
est; and so when a girl at the University
of Texas got to thinking about how the
Russian peasants had been fooled into
worshiping cotton saints and mechan-
ized “blood-flowing” saviors, she rightly
listed religion as a sin, as it is listed in
the Bible itself, at Exodus 34:12-17 :

Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a cove-
nant with the inhabitants of the land whith-
er thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the
midst of thee: but ye shall destroy their altars,
break their images, and cut down their groves:
for thou shalt worship no other god: for the
Lorp [Jekhovah], whose name is Jealous, is a
jealous God: lest thou make a covenant with
the inhabitants of the land, and they go a
whoring after their gods, and do sacrifiee
unto their gods, and one call thee, and thon eat
of his sacrifice ; and thou take of their dangh-
ters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a
whoring after their gods, and make thy sons
gt a whoring after their gods. Thou shalt
make thee no molten gods.

Take & look also at Denteronomy 7: 16,
which reads:

24

in Texas

And thou shalt consume all the peeple
which the Lokp [Jehovah] thy God shall-de-
liver thee; thine eye shall have no pity upon
them: neither shalt thou serve their gods;
for that will be a snare unto thee.

‘What use has Almighty God for Bhd-
dhism, or Shinto, or Mohammedamsm,
or demonlsm, or “eternal torture”, or
“purgatory” fire-escape religion! None
in the least. The girl was absolutely and
everlastingly right. But how the news-
papers and the politicians and the
preachers did jump on her! What she
said was:

Religion the Russians want none of, Their
accusation against it sgems to be justified
when they say that religion in the past has
been merely an instrument of force and su-
perstition used by the state on one hand and
the church on the other to hoodwink and in-
timidate the common citizen.

What’s Wrong About It?

What’s wrong about that paragraph?
Not one thing, Everybody with an ounce
of brains knows it is the truth, But it
was too good a chance for the politicians
to miss; so they condemmed it in the
House of Representatives by a vote of
97 to 25. The 97 went home at night, say-
ing to themselves, “Well, that ought to
net me a few religiouns votes, in this high-
ly religious state.” Religion, it should be
explained, is human or Satanie tradition,
and is the exact opposite of Christianity,
which is wholly based on God’s Word,
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the Rible. The gu‘l listed it along with
drunkenness, prostitution, poverty, beg-
ging, insecurity and race differences, as
humanity’s seven besetting sins.
Samples of Religious Bungling -
The politicians said that for a girl to
* use her brains Iike that was a “disgrace
and embarrassment to the university
and citizens of Texas”. That enabled
them to get into the paper, and maybe
collar a few votes. The preachers and
the newspapers followed with their old
battle-ery the “Need for Religion”, all to
their own disgraee and to the confusing
of the minds of the honest people of
Texas. What Texas and every other
state needs is not more religion (Jook at
religious Japan; and religions Franco
and Salazar), but no religion, and more
Christianity, more truth, more boys and
girls that will stand up for honesty and
against hypocrisy. The girl was right
and the preachers and papers were
wrong, as they usually are. They dread
the truth on this subject, and fear the
Roman Catholic Hierarchy and its cow-
ardly but effective boyeott.

Texas and other publicity seekers
could hawl out this honest girl, but they
don’t have much to say about the fact
that, as Newsweek recently put it,

Cases of leprosy have been recorded in 38
states, and the discase is endemie in Texas,
Louisiana, and Florida ; there may he hetween
1,000 and 1,500 cases in the country. There
are selfish interests that do not wish the truth
publicized. To admit that there are cases of
leprosy in most of our large cities would in-
terfere with the commercial prosperity of
" some of our ecitizens,

At Dallas, at the 47th annual conven-
tion of the Dallas Kpiscopal diocese,
Episcopal bishop Harry T. Moore ex-
. pressed a geperal religious view when h(.
sald regarding Japan:

I hope her eities will be made into masses
of ruins, and the massacre of Pearl Harbor
avenged on a ten-for-one basis.

The Scriptures speak about ‘an eye
SEPTEMBER 28, 1945 -

for an eye’, and ‘a man’s life for a man’s
life’ but they don’t seem to say anything
about ten lives for one man’s life, nor
about torturing persons forever be-
cause, without their knowledge or con-
sent, they were born in sin and shapen
in iniquity. Now, if the bishop had just
said that he hoped that all three of Ja-
pan’s religious shrines were to be turned
into holes in the ground, he wouldn’t
have hit it so bad at all.

Something Pretty Good

Texas has a good many thinking men
and women, Here is something by Jeff
D.Ray in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram
that is worth reading. It isn’t religious.
Read it and see.

All my life I have heard it said that New
Testament churches are ideal demoecracies. I
never took much stock in it but I have even
heard our spellbinding orators say - that
Thomas Jefferson got his idea of democracy
from a little church hard hy Montieello.

As a simple matier of fact, are New Testa-
ment churches democracies? Before we try
to answer the question let us seek a definition
of a democracy. How would this do? A de-
moeracy s an organization of people acknowl-
edging no overlord, whose sole authority rests
in and emanates from the people, whose con-
stitution and laws are framed and promul-
gated by the people and whose government is
administered in behalf of the people. (“Of
the people, by the people, for the people.”)

Now, if that is a democracy, New Testa-
ment churches fail to stand the test in at least
five points.

_ Let us look and see:

1. A democracy makes its own constitution
and wriles its own laws. A New Testament
church does neither,

2. A democracy can promulgate its own
Bill of Rights. A New Testament church ean
not.

3. A democracy has no overlord assuming
authority over it and whose will it is required
to obey. A New Testament church has.

4. A democracy can amend or repeal its
constitution and its law. A New Testament
chureh can not.
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5. A democracy can create a central gov-
erning power controlling its minor provinces
and dependencies. A New Testament church
can not. In faet it can not have either prov-
intes or-dependencies.

John Adams, our second president, said:

- “Remember, a democracy does not last long.
4t soon wastes, exhausts and murders itself.
here never was a democracy that did not
commit suicide.” The only thing that will keep
a New Testament chureh from the tragie end
Adams suggests is that it is a theoeracy and
not a demeeracy. Loose thinking has led many

people to think and teach that in the patriar- -

chal days (od’s people were governed by
a theocracy but now they are governed by
a demoeracy. The simple truth i3 God’s peo-
ple are governed today by a theoeracy as
literally as they were in 1the days of Abraham.

It is a eommon saying among us that a
New Testament chureh is independent, has
no overlord, and can do what it pleases, none
of whieh is true. A New Testament church
is less independent and more subject to the
imperious rule of an overlord Lhan any other
organization on earth.

The New Testament church does not make
its own laws. These are made and handed
down from Supreme Authority with an im-

perious demand for obedience to them and
with assurance of penalties for disobedience
of them. T grow tired hearing men talk about
“Christianity and demoeraey” as if they ‘were
one. Christianity is not a demoeraey, and de-
mocracy is not Christianity. Christianity is a
theoeracy receiving its laws direet from God
and responsible to Him alone for the observ-
ance of them. It may be true, though not neces-
sarily trie, and in many caSes not true at all,
that a democracy is the best form of human
government, But a church simmers down to
the level of a purely political organization
when it forgets that its laws come from God
and that it must answer to IHim alone for the
way in whieh these laws are observed. I hear a
good deal of talk to the effect that a church
is an independent, seli‘governing body and
can do anything it pleases. As well say
that John Doe is an independent American
citizen and can do anything he pleases. He
can, but if he pleases to do some things he
will land in the penitentiary or the electrie
chalr,

One of the things that ails our churches
today is that so many of them have been de-
luded into the idea that they are independent,
self-governing democracies and are therefare
ignoring the voice of Him who said “I—your
Lord and Master.”

William Tyndale, Bible

THE fifteenth 'century, toward the
close of which William Tyndale
{tin’dal) was born (circa 1480), was a cen-
tury of determined opposition to the eir-
eulation of the Bible in English. An Eng-
lish translation had been made by Wye-
liffe and his colaborers at the conclu-
sion of the previcus century. It was re-
vised by Purvey and was surreptitiously
cirenlated, in manuseript form, copied
and recopied, and secretly studied for
fear of the clergy, who were determined
to let none but “authorized” persons
read it.

During the fifteenth century, and more
particularly the latter part of it, the Bi-
ble was circulated (and printed) in the
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language of the people in France, Spain,
Italy, Bohemia and the Netherlands, but
there was no part of the English Bible
i1;‘.:111: nto print before 1525, while the Bi-
le as a whole was not issued in print in
the English language until 1535.
Tyndale was born in Gloucestershire.
He was educated at Oxford University
and also went to Cambridge. Like many
another honest man, Tyndale obtained
priest’s orders, in 1502, and entered-the
monastery at Greenwich as a friar six
years later. Ile didn’t know the frater-
nity as well as he came to know them
later. His disputations with the Romish
ecclesiastics and his free expression of
opinion got him into some trouble with
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the ignorant local clergy; and he was
examined before the religious authori-
ties, but no penaltywas imposed. There
was much sentiment among the people in
favor of reforming the church, and ap-
parently the dignitaries thought it best
to go easy, at least as far as the well-
informed Tyndale was concerned. Tyn-
dale concluded, nevertheless, to go else-
where, and departed for London, his
mind et on translating the Bible into
English. He wanted every farmer’s son
in England to know the Seriptures bet-
ter than the clergy knew them. He found,
however, that there was no room in Lon-
don, or, for that matter, in all England,
to translate the Bible.

He at length left London for Ham-
burg, and met Luther. He went on to
Cologne and began to print his first edi-
tion of the “New Testament”, but after
some ten sheets had been printed some-
body religious got wind of it, and the
translator and his helper betook them-
selves to the eity of Worms, where they
could work with more safety, and it was
here that the New Testament in conven-
ient form was eompleted, to bhe followed
by another edition, still more compact, in
1525. The prelogue to the first edition
contained some helpful adviee for those
who wighed to study the Scriptures with
profit. This prologue has been published
separately under the title “A Pathway
to the Secriptures”. '

Copies of Tyndale’s translation soon
- found their way into England, and peo-
ple began to read them with great inter-
est. Already in the following year, 1526,
Tunstall, bishop of London, issued or-
ders prohibiting the circulation of this
version of the Word of God, and two
yvears later a number of copies were col-
lected and burned at St. Paul’s Cross.
The clergy were furious and the Eng-
lish ports were watched to see that Tyn-
dale’s cheap but excellent translation did
not get into the country; but the Bibles
- got in nevertheless, smuggled through in
various ways. Vessels laden with grain
were likewise carrying the bread of life
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to England, and other commodities also
had the Bible tucked away in safety
among them,

A Splendid Translation

Tyndale had made his translation
straight from the original Greek and
Hebrew, and not from the Latin Vulgate
or some other translation. The transla-
tion is deseribed as a truly noble work,
faithful and scholarly, yet set forth in
simple and popular language. Much of it
was later embodied in the well-known

King James Version, and so has come

down to our day. Tyndale’s rendering of
the Lord’s model prayer will be of in-
terest. It follows:

- O oure father which art in heven, halewed
be thy name. Let thy kingdom come, Thy
wyll be fulfilled, as well in erth, as hit ya in
heven. Geve vs this daye oure dayly breade.
And forgeve vs oure treaspases, even as we
forgeve them whyeh treaspas ve. Lede vs nott
into temptacion, but delyvre vs from yvell.
Amen.-—Maithew vi:9-13.

Not only did Tyndale work on the
translation of the Scripture; he also
issued booklets in explanation of Bible
truths, One of these was entitled “How
Christian Bulers Ought to Govern”. His
writings did not please King Henry VIII,
him of the many wives, and whom Cath-
olies credit with the reformation in Eng-
land, Henry, however, merely used the
Reformation for his own ends, and Tyn-
dale’s criticism of both Henry and his
truculent ecclesiastical backers showed
that the Reformation in England went
forward not because of, but in spite of
Henry.

Indeed, so incensed were Henry and -
his clergy at Tyndale and his translation
that they wete fully determined to com-
mit both to the flames. So vigilant were
they that of Tyndale’s first edition of
the New Testament only a single frag-
ment now remains, Of the second, small-
er edition only one perfect copy, with
title page missing, is to be found (in the
Baptist College at Bristol) and an im-
perfect copy in the library of St. Paul's
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cathedral, Efforts were made fo appre-

hend Tyndale and get him back into
England. Others endeavored to deeoy
him back, but he was wary of these ef-
forts and kept himself well beyond the
reach of the sly clergy. Even after Henry
“turned Protestant” Tyndale was mnot
'@nxlous to return. He knew the clergy
foo well. After he rejected the “invita-
tion” to return, Henry demanded his
surrender from the emperor as one who
was spreading sedition in England. Tyn-
dale, who was in Antwerp at the time,
left that city for a safer place, but re-
turned after two years and busied him-
self with revising his translations, which
now also included the Pentateuch, or the
five books of Moses, and a translation of
Jonah,

Tyndale’'s Martyrdom

Meanwhile the clergy were busy, too,
not in feeding the flock, but in seeking
to destroy one who was feeding them.
They had an English Roman Catholie,
called Phillips, pretend to be interested
in Tyndale and his reasonable exposi-
tions of Scripture. Tyndale showed
Phillips every kindness, and Phillips,
like a true child of the Devil, recipro-
eated by betraying him into the hands of
his enemies, Tyndale was taken to the
state prison at Vilvoorden, near Brus-
sels, and, while- Cromwell and others
- made efforts to save him, he was speed-
ily tried for “heresy” (every Protestant
is a “heretic”). He was condemned and
“degraded from holy orders”, as Huss
had been before him. The university of
Louvain, which had thirsted for his
blood, now had him in its power. He was
condemned and, Friday, October 6, 1536,
fastened to the stake, whil# he cried out
in earnest prayer, “Liord, open the eyes
of the king of England.” He was then
strangled and his body redueced to ashes.
His enemies had succeeded in destroying
the body, but were unable to destroy the
soul’s future life,

Tyndale had not suffered or travailed
in vain. Now, for the first time, a small
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folio reprint of his revised edition of
1534 was brought out i England. A per-
fect copy of this edition is preserved in
the Bodleyan library. Though exiled
from his own country, Tyndale {and not
Henry VIIL) played a leading part in
the Knglish reformation. His writings
in defense of truth, righteousness and
the Word of God show sound scholarship
and literary ability, and shaped in great
measure the thought of honest seekers
for truth in that day.

The work of translation which Tyn-
dale had begun was continued. 1t is be-
lieved that he himself finished in prison
the section of the Hebrew Secriptures
from Joshua to Chronicles. Soon a trans-
lation appeared which was called Mat-
thew’s Bible. It was said to be “truely
and purely translated into English by
Thomas Matthew”. This name, however,
is believed to have been a nom de plume
for John Rogers, a friend and fellow
worker of Tyndale, and the translation
was not really a new one at all, but large-
Iy a compilation from the renderings of
Tyndale together with those of Cover-
dale, who also labored at that time in
issuing a translation of the Bible. Mat-
thew’s Bible, like Coverdale’s shortly be-
fore it, was 1ssued “with the kinges most
gracious lycence”.

Coverdale 1is believed to have been
with Tyndale at Hamburg in 1529, and
his translation was issued out of the
Latin and German. It was the first com.-
plete Bible printed in Kngland, in 1535.
The 400th anniversary of this event was
commemorated just ten years ago, and
resulted in envious attacks upon the Bi-
ble' by Roman Catholic writers. (See
Consolatwn No. 664.)

Numerous other editions of the Blble
followed, including the Great Bible, 1539,
an entlrely new revision hacked hy
the bishops! A second ecdition of this

Bible was called Cranmer’s Bible, be-

eause if had a long preface by Cranmer,
It was of large size, and “appointed to .
be read in churches”. Tyndale’s version
wag prohibited by an act of Parliament
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in 1543, and it was further enacted that
all notes and marginal comments in oth-
er editions of the Bible must be eliminat-
ed, and that ordinary people must not
under any circumstances read the Bible.
The leopard could not change his spots,
though he was now “Protestant” as far
as England was concerned. Coverdale’s
Bible was included in the proseription in
1546, and the Great Bible, in the produc-
tion of which Coverdale had a prominent
share, was the only one now “author-
ized”.

Under “Bloody Mary” prominent re-
formers went to Geneva. It was from
Geneva that the Breeches Bible was is-
sued, so called because in the transia-
tion of Genesis 3: 7 it said, “They sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves
breeches,” Because the Geneva Bible, as
it was also called, was based on the latest
results of Hebrew and Greek scholar-
ship, it gained quick popularity. The
convenient size in which it was isdued,
together with its clear type and the di-
vision of chapters into verses, also con-

*
tributed to its success. lKxit Bloody
Mary, :

The popularity of the Geneva Bible
did not please the bishops, who had ex- -
alted the Great Bible. Led by Archbishop
Parker they got to work and, in 1568,
issued the Bishops’ Bible, a magnificent
folio volume, But it was never fully ac-
cepted even by-the churches.

Finally, in the reign of James I, a
plan for a final revision and uniform
translation of the Bible was adopted.
No notes were to be included, and the
Bishops’ Bible was to be followed and as
little altered as the truth of the original
manuscripts would permit. Other trans-
lations, including Tyndale’s, were also to
be consulted, and these were to be fol-
dowed when they agreed more closely
with the original than did the Bishops’
Bible. And so it happened that a large
part of the Bible still most commonly
used by the English-speaking world was
the product of the faithful efforts of
Wilham Tyndale, Bible translator and
martyr, _

THE UNCONQUERABLE COMMANDER!

TIHE

Who is the great invineible commander that will
—”‘ guide his people to sure victory? What are his com-
E mands now, and how may one receive them? ,
i For the comforting facts we refer you to a newly
i published 32-page booklet—

“COMMANDER TO THE PEOPLES”
¢ per eopy, 7 copies 23¢, 15 copies 50¢ ; mailed postpaid.-

Peoples”,

Name,

WATCHTOWER 117 Adams St.

Please send me ..o
for which I enclose .

Brooeklyn 1, N. Y.

copies of The “Commander to the|
¢ contribution.

TEETTTIT

Street

City

Postal’

Unit No....... State
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How Henry VIII Became a Protestant Prince

HE material that follows is, in its en-
tirety, the 15th chapter of M. G:
Wells’ mueh-talked-of book Crux Ansala,
An Indictment of the Romun CatPolic
. Church, published by and copyrighted
“in the U. S. A. by Agora Publishing
iCompany, 229 West 48th St.,, New York.
Do not write to this office about this book.
The motives of the prinees and the feelings

of the masses fluetuated through the period
of the Reformation very widely. Personal
factors eame into play. Henry VIII of Eng-
land began his reign as a devout Roman Cath-
olic. Mg wrote against heresy and was re-
warded by the Pope with the title Defender
of the ¥Waith. “Fid. Def” is still on the .ob-
verse of many British eoins. England seemed®

saved for Rome. Then his attention strayed -

from his wife Catherine of Aragon to a live-
lier young woman called Anne Boleyn, and,
because the Church would not set aside his
marriazge and leave him free to marry this
new mistress, he went over (carrying Eng-
land with him) to.the Protestant side.

Yot Rome had been very obliging to Henry
in the matter of his marriage. Catherine of
Aragon was the daughter of Ferdinand and
Isabella of Spain, the Ferdinand and Isabella
of Columbus and the eonquest of Granada,
and she was married to Arthur, the elder
brother of Henry, in 1501l. Both bride and
bridegroom were then sixteen years old. They
were childless, and Prinee Arthur died in the
following year. But the papal policy, which
wus then hostile to-France, dictated a close
agssociation between Spain and England, and,
with a complete disregard of its own teach-
ings, the Holy Sce granted a dispensation to
allow her to marry Henry. The dispensation
wus granted in 1503, but the young prince
showed no great appetile for the lady, and
the actual union only oecurred six years later.

Catherine was plain to look upon, thick-set
and irritatingly pious, obstinate and well-
educated. During that interval Henry’s youth-

ful passions had found an outlet elsewhere,.

and he had an illegitimate gon, Henry, whom
he afterwards made Duke of Richmond.
Catherine, poor young woman, had a dull time
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meanwhile, This tepid marriage of poliey pro-
duced six ehildren all of whom died in in-
faney or were stillborn, except one daughter,
Mary, and popular opinion atiributed this
to the divine resentment against incest, with
which idea Henry: was only too disposed to
agree, as his weariness with Catherine in-
creased. He developed conseientious seruples
over that papal dispensation and betrayed a
digposition to legitimige his bastard the Duke
of Richmond, to whom he gave precedence

‘not only over all the peers of the realm but

over Catherine’s daughter Mary.

Here was a problem which eveked all the
intrieate insineerity of the Roman system. It
had -swallowed that dispensation from its own
doctrine. Could it now regurgitate?

The great and ingenious Cardinal Wolsey
suggested a guiet little suit against the king
for incest, to release him from his bonds,
There was much coming and going of the
perplexed learned, of University doctors and
papal legates, A divorce was out of the ques-
tion if the dispensation and marriage were
invalid ; then plainly the King was free, and
the subsequent negotiations turned upon that
point. The more fervently the king wanted his
Anne Boleyn, the more eonvineed he was that
he had been living in mortal sin with Cath-
erinc. A considerable amount of pride and
obstinacy in Catherine’s make-up frustrated
the Chureh in its efforts to get her to retire
to a nunnery and ceasc her resistance to the
annuiment. The Church veered round to her .
side. Pope Clement issued a brief forbidding
the King to make a second marriage and com-
munding him to restore Catherine’s connubial
rights, And so Henry broke with Rome and
England came down on the Protestant side.

Eggs Galore _
4 At 'the end of 1944 there were enough
shell eggs in the United States to fill a
boxear train 73 miles long, enough fro-
zen eggs to make a train 27 miles long,
and enough dried eggs to make a train
8 miles long. When the bottom falls out
of the egg market, great will be the fall.
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The victory which every“person of

-, good-will and honest, peace-loving

1
‘heart really desires is the victory that

will end all hatred, war, sorrow and
hondagé. Yes, a victory that will un-
mistakably spell a durable, unshakable

peace, freedom and prosperity.

For many thousands of years man
has endeavored to effect this great un-
dertaking, but always failed. Who,

" then, can and will gain this desired

vietory?

Desired Victory

Only the All-powerful Jehovah God
can gain the'victory as He has prom.
ised in His Word. Following it wiil be
the full operation of God’s kingdom
rule in heaven and in earth. That
time is very near. Do not delay in
gaining information relative thgretb.
This you can now conveniently do by
carefully reading the new book giving
sure proof of the viétory of God’s
kingdom, entitled

“THE KINGDOM
IS AT HAND”

384 pages S
Two Indexes . Kl

Only 25¢ -

BUM ' ) Clothbound

WATCHTOWER, 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N.Y.

Please send me a copy of “The Kingdom Is at Hend”, for which I enclose a contribu-

tion of 25e.
Name Street
Postal
City Unit No. ...... State
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