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¢“And in His name shall the nations hope.”’—Matthew 12: 21 A.8. V.

il:_lgme XXVI L Brouklyn N, Y., Wedneaday September 12 :1945 L Numbar 678
Jehovah’s witnesses Triumph over
Concentration Camps :

A gripplng account of God's people In Germany withatanding a
twentiath-cantury revival eof the Inguisltion; their refusal to re.
nounce falth, thelr perseverance In preachlng, and. thelr dellverance.

HEN the wrath of a war-mad world

was flaming at white heat against
'Nazi Germany the Roman Catholic Hicr-
archy in the United States seized upon
that moment to brand Jehovah’s wit-
nesses as Nazis, Nazi svmpathizers, fifth-
columnists. These epithets were flung at
God’s Christian witnesses as thick and
fast as the eries of “Reds!” and “Com-
munists!” were hurled at them a few
years previous. The change in the rab-
ble-rousing Hierarchy’s name-calling
tactics ecame when muech of the odium
attaching to Communism was shifted by
an unstable public to Nazism.

But was this new cry any truer than
the false charge of their being Commu-
nists? Was it, for instance, the presi-
dent of the Watehtower Bible and Tract
Society of Jehovah’s witnesses who
blessed as a glorious crusade that Fas-
cist Mussolini’s rape of Hthiopia? or was
it the pope of Rome? Was it one of Jeho-
vah's witnesses who whitewashed that
Butcher Franco by calling him a “fine
Christian gentleman” when he and his
Nazi and Fascist buddies slaughtered
Spanish democracy? or was it the pope
of Rome? Was if a representative of
Jehovah's witnesses who unfurled the
Nazi swastika over their meeting-place
for worship in welcome of that madman
Hitler's invasion of Austria? or was it
flown from the Catholic cathedral of the
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pope’s Cardinal Innitzer? Was it not the
Catholic priest “Father” Tiso (now held
by the Allics ds a war criminal) that
Hitler made ruler over conguered Slova-
kia, and not one of Jehovah’s witness-
es? Was it not the Hierarchy priests
that followed llitler’s legions into Po-
land and on into atheistic Russia with
their mobile truck-churches, in a boasted
modern crusade? Furthermore, was it
not the Vatican that espoused the canse
of that sneaking Axis partner Japan as
againgt invaded China’s cause? and es-
tablished diplomatic relations with Nip-

.pon after the Pearl Harbor attack? and

recognized the Japanese-sponsored gov-
ernment of the Philippines instead of
the cldims of the United States?
Within the borders of Grermany itself,
was it not the Catholic bishops of Fulda
who pledged lovalty to Hitler and ex-
pressed gratitude and indebtedness to
the then-vietorious German troops? Was
not Hitler a Catholic? a concordat part-
ner of the pope? and was he ever excom-
municated, in accord with numerous re-
guests from honest and liberal Catholie
groups of laymen? Who, then, were the
Nazi collaborationists, sympathizers,
and fifth-columnists? Anyone who knows
anything about what has gone on in this
battered old world for the past dozen
vears need not be told that it was the Ro-
man Catholic Hierarchy and her dupes.
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Uncompromising Witnesses of Jehovah

But how did Jehovah’s witnesses stand
in Gtermapy and the one-time occapied
couptries? Did they heil Hitler, or col-
laborate, or even so much as compro-
mise? Does the following report from a
Nazi concentration camp sound like 1t3—

iTherc was a flogzing of five prisoners in the
. coneentration camp of Sachsenburg, where a
Bible student [Jehovah’s witness] was par-
ticularl brutally ill-treated by the camp com-
mander in person. After the Bible student
¢ had received eighteen strokes he moaned from
the pain, The head of the commander was
erimson red and he roared loudly:
d—— schwein, ery to your Jehovah, that he
help you! Why doesn’t he help you? Call to
him, that he crush us; then you can trample
on us ! Then they flogged the Bible stident
until he became unconscious, Nevertheless,
- geven more strokes rained down on him. They
unbuckled him from the torture stake, and he

fell down like a sack. Fle was lifeless on the |

floor,

That atrocity occurred in 1933, two
vears after papal nuncic Pacelli, now
Pope Pius X1I, helped maneuver Hitler
into power and negotiated the concordat
between Catholic Chareh and Nazi dic-
tator. Before the fall of the Vatican-
Nazi foreces such seenes were multiplied
many hundredfold. Through the follow--
ing report peer into one of the bestial
concentration camps for women, where
onee more the center of Nazi attention is
one of Jehovah’s witnesses:

The woman overseer guarded the prisoners
with trained bloodhounds. Scveral sisters re-
fused, for eonscientious reasons, to do war
work. One day 85 sisters were beaten by order
of the commander of the camp. While they
were standing in line awaiting the blows, one
sister encouraged the others te be brave. The
-eommander (with an Eglon-like belly) no-
ticed this and cried out: “Come over here;
the Dutech woman!” She was infamously beat-
en in front of the others. She went back to
her place, her head high. This eourageous
attitude enraged the “Eglon” commander. The
sister was made to go into the bunker. After
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all the others had received their share of the
brutalities she received 25 more blows, and
was then shutwup again in the bunker. She lay
down. It was freezing outside. The bed was
attached against the wall. With her limbs
covered with blood and her back bleeding,
she was obliged to lie on the cement floor. She
got colder and colder and her flesh became
hard and hurning. She prayed to God to help
her. A few minutes later the door opened and
she was taken into another hunker with a sis-
ter. This sister tried in vain to warm her sick
companion. Finally, she lay down on the floor,
and the sister who had heen beaten nearly to
death lay on top of her. They stayed all night
in this pesition. In this way a long-drawn-out
death was kept off. Qur Master has said: “This -
is my commandment, That ye love one an- *
other, as I have loved you.” (John 15:12)
Himmler, who was personally present, said to
the sister later, “I will make a sprightly Ger-
man girl of you yet.” But the Galilean has
triumphed : this sister was released and im-
mediately re-entered the pioneer [full- tlme
witnessing] service.

A new note rises to the surface in this.
report, a note of triumph for the cause
of Christ Jesus, anote of vindication for
the name of Jehovah God. Let us tune
in this triumphant note as the dominat-
ing tone for this article, and tune out-
the discordant croakings of religious -
glanderers. The latter should not con-
cern us overmuch when there are God-
given vietories to rehearse. As King
David sang, “Frét not thyself because
of evildoers, neither be thou envious
against the workers of iniquity. For they
shall soon be cut down like the grass, and
wither as the green herb. For yet a little .
while, and the wicked shall not be: yea,
thou shalt diligently consider his place,
and it shall not be.” (Psalm 37:1, 2, 10)
Furthermore, the overwhelming weight
of facts quashes their charges as part
of a smear campaign and conviets them -
as the real Nazi collaborationists and
totalitarianists. So away with lying re.
ligious tongues and their folly and fie-
tion, and let us examine the facts show-
ing triumph for a righteous cause.
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The Issue _

The full extent of the victory gained
is seen only after understanding the is-.
sue at stake. Satan the Devil, the “god
of this world” (2 Corinthians 4: 4), ehal-
lenged Jehovah God that He could not
put men on earth whe would remain true
to Him under severe test. Job’s case il-
lustrates it. (Job 1:8-12; 2:1-6) Out to
sustain his challenge, Satan has ever op-
posed those trying to maintain integrity
toward God. Strangely, religion has been-
his chief weapon. Religionists persecuted
and killed the prophets; religionists
heaped reproach upon Jesus and engi-
neered His death on the tree at Calvary;
Roman Catholic religionists condueted
the bloody Inquisition and murdered mil-
lions in their attempt to stamp out Chris-
tianity, Came the twentieth century, and
Catholic Hitler. Publicly he came out in
defense of Catholicism and against Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, proelaiming the latter
. group “dissolved”. To enforce the decree
he called into play the concentration
camps, and the battle between Satan and
Godly integrity was on. Did integrity
crack under the modern Inquisition?

Faithful Even unto Death

Just read the following lines written
by two of Jehovah’s witnesses while im-
prisoned in concentration camps, and
see if you eannot hear the triumphant
tones of victory and vindication through
integrity maintained even unto death
ringing out strong and clear:

Dearest Parents, dearest Karle,

“0 give thanks unto the Lord; for he is
good for his merey endureth forever »” Yes,
my beloved ones, do this in spite of the grief;
do it for me, for now all the burden lies be-
hind me. Indeed, when this letter reaches you
our Lord and Master will have taken me into
His glory.

‘And now I will briefly tell you about the
last few days. After the first brief shock [sen-
tenee to death by beheading], which can well -
he understood, our heavenly ¥Father in an-
swer to my prayers and my trust in Him, took

left me since. My beloved ones, can there be
anything more sublime than to be able to give
our all for our Almighty Creator, Jehovah
God, and our Redeemer, Christ Jesus? than
to die-for love and faithfulness?

It is already past midnight. T still have time
to change my mind. Ah! could I be happy
again in this world after I had denied our
Lord ? Surely not! But now you have the as-
suranee that T leave this world in happiness
and peace. My dearest parents! Oh, what have
you not done in all your care for me! What
more can I say ? Only thanks and more thanks,
and remind you of the greatness of our He-
deemer and our heavenly Father. Trust im-
plicitly! So you too will see His glory in its
fullness and never be sad. We shall see each
other again for ever quite soon. Ah, but what
are words? But even ‘'in this our faithful
Mediator will let you know .what I want to
Say. '

And pow, my dearest ones, there is no
turning back. There are still two hours left,
but the die is cast! All the hardness and the
pain has been overcome. But all through Him
who made me strong, Jesus Christ. God bless
you. Be strong, for I am not lost, but I can
say with Panl: “I have fought a good fight,
I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith: heneeforth there is laid up for e a
erown of righteousness.” Therefore, ‘onward,
press on, to the honor of Jehovah and Jesus
Christ! Tn parting, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9;
Psalm 126 ; Revelation 21:1-7. Once again my
heartfelt greetings and kisses,

From your fervent loving
Bernde

The ahove letter was from a young
man., This second one that follows is
from husband to wife:

My dear Erna, _

It is now my last night. My sentence has
been read out to me and I have eaten my last
meal. S0 when this latter reaches you my life
will be fulfilled. We know that the sting has
been removed from death and vietory has been
won over the grave. Naturally, this appears
utterly foolish and ridieulous to most peaple;
but that is of little importance. The hour will
comé when the name of the Almighty God will

me more firmly in hand. His peacc has not *be vindicated and mankind will see it. When
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they ask today why he has not done this up
till now, then we know it is because His power
will thereby be demonstrated more effectively.
So, my dear Erna, I thank you for’the part
of my life that you have shared with me, In
all life’s circumstances you have been my ever-
-, willing companion, and have accompanied me
%in affliction to the end. I have now reached
he end, and I pray that you may also endure
your burden worthily in the future—the re-
proach whieh has fallen on me, and which
falls immediately upon you. And so I lock
once more into your serene and glistening
eyes, and wipe away the last sorrow from your
heart; and, in spite of the pain, lift up your
head and rejoice, not ahout death, but over
the life that God will give those that love Him.
Heartfelt greetlngs in love and true friend-
ship, from
Your loving husband,
K—

Death Lost Its Terrors
Though these two and hundreds of
others triumphed over the concentration
camps by continuing “faithful unto
death” (Revelation 2:10), there were

other hundreds who endured all the tor--

tures meted out to them and still sur-
vived in integrity toward Jehovah God.
The following is quoted from a letter re-
ceived from one of Jehovah’'s witnesses
in & conecentration camp, which letter
was addressed to other witnesses:
Dear brothérs and sisters in Christ,

I now take opportunity to send wou the
heartfelt greetings and love of al! the brothers
here. There are ahout 250, including many
Hollandish and Polish brothers, who are liv-
ing here as a family in one mind and one spir-
it. After many years of total eonfinement in
this especially rigidly guarded camp, the first
opportunity has been afforded us, through the
grace of the Lord and your kind provisien,
to come once again inte contact with the cost-
Iy things cut of the house of the Lord, and to
refresh ourselves with the wonderful food

from His Word. You would be astonished if-

you could see with what calm assurance we
sit here to this richly prepared table (Psalm
23:4,5), and what excellent refreshment the
studies of Daniel 11 mean to us [articles in
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the Weichiower magazine, smuggled in].
Have we not observed for a considerable time
the rise of the “king of the north”, and the
role he and his hostile. disagreements with
the “king of the south” play in the purposes
of Jehovah?

Oh, dear brothers and sisters! after hard
and grievous struggles, living constantly on
the brink of death—which has for us long
gince lost its terrors—we feel the urge from
the depths of our hearts to warmly cneourage
yon, yea, to earnestly beseech you: be stead-
fast and persevering, immovable and fearless
toward the “beast and his image”, and let not
one inch of that be taken from you which,

- with the help of the Lerd, you have already

struggled to achieve! We desire, dear breth-
ren, with the aid of the enclosed song, to give
you u deseription of the.spirit and triumphant
confidence in the final vietory which fills and
animates us all here.

There is no whipped or beaten note or
evidence of any broken spirit or ‘weari-
ness in well-doing” detectable in that let--
ter; only calmness, rejoicing, quiet de-
termination, fearlessness, and “triumph-
ant confidence in the final victory”. At
hand are the words and musiec of a song
composed by one of Jehovah's witnesses
while in a concentration camp, whether
or not the one referred to in the above
letter. However, confidence and triumph
and unbreakable integrity seem to al-
most shout from every note of the music
and every phrase of the lyric. Its title is .
“Jehovah’s witnesses”, It tells of a peo-

ple of God standing fast, fighting in the
strength of the Lord, w1eld1ng the sword
of truth (God’s Word) enduring hunger
and stnpes and drudgery, and proclaim-
ing that “many have died in integrity”.
The words of the refrain mateh the
serene power of the melody:

Jehovah’s witnesses, undaunted in strife,

Fiery is the battle, wild raves the fight.

Are the bonds painful, the fetters sore?

Yet powerful the arm that upholds you!
Jehovah’s withesses, in enemies' land

And far from the homeland from loved
ones banned,
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Lift up your eyes to Him whose hand
Is stretched forth now to defend you.

Thereafter the one who composed the
words and music of this Kingdom song
joined the ‘many who had died in integ-
rity’. He was sentenced to death and be-
headed.

Nazis Craved Denial of Jehovah

That this issue of integrity is not a
mere fantasy built up in the minds of
Jehovah’s witnesses, but is the very cen-
ter.around which the stormy events and
persecution swirled, is shown by the fol-
lowing letter received by the Watch-
tower Society from a United States
army sergeant, on April 25,1945:

When we entered the town of Wewelsburg
it was part of my job as C.I.C. agent to visit
that concentration ecamp in that town. They
had about 50 Bible students in there. Two of
us spent the whole afternoon there and really

enjoyed talking to those intelligent people. I

personally am Jewish and don’t know much
zhout this partienlar religion. I must say,
though, that these people really suffered for
their belief. They have asked me to write you
' & letter and let the whole world through you
know that they are all O.K. I'm enclosing you
the letter the Gestapo made them sign; and
if they didn’t they either killed them or threw
them into a concentration eamp. These peaple
preferred the coneentration camp and spent
there 8 to 10 years. They told us some horrible
stories of how they and Jews alike suffered
and died for their religious belief. It’s about
time that the whole world knows and realizes
that everybody has the same rights and that
that’s what we are fighting for. Let’s hope
that it won’t be in vain.

The following is the enclosure men-

tioned:
DECLARATION

I recognized that the International Society
of Bible Students spreads out a doctrine of
error, pursuing aims dangerous for the state,
hidden behind religious actions.

I therefore turned off totally from this or-
ganization and freed myself completely from
their doctrine.

SEPTEMBER 12, 1945

I assure by this never again to be active for
the International Bible Students Society.

I promise to deliver immediately every per-
son communicating this doctrine of error in
my presence or showing a tendency as a Bi-
ble student in some other way. I shall bring
all Seriptures of the Bible students handed
over to me to the nearest office of police,

In future times I shall respect all the laws
of the state to be completely a member of the
community of the people.

1, too, have been taught to expeet my re-
peated arrest, in ease of violating my declara-
tion given today.

It remains impossible for me to subseribe
the above declaration, being as before a fanat-
ical" Bible student. I shall never break my
oath given to Jehovah God. I refuse military -
service decidedly.

Concentration Camp Niederhagen
Wewelshurg, 19

At the bottom of this particular copy of
the. declaration sent by the army ser-
geant to the Society the witnesses from
that eoncentration eamp had written, in
the hand of one of their group, the fol-
lowing: “Bible students company of
Wewelsburg are very well under Jeho-
vah’s protection.”

All of the reports concerning Jeho-
vah’s witnesses now filtering out of Ger-
many mention this declaration, and
stress the importance the SS guards put
upon getting the signatures of God’s
people to it. Ahove all else they wanted
a renouncement of faith in Jehovah God.
It harks back to the Hierarchy’s Inquisi-
tion of the Middle Ages, and even be-
yond that to the case of ancient Job and
the issue involved away back there,
namely, integrity toward God despite
Satanic affliction. Satan through his
Nazified religious dupes was bent on
cracking the witnesses’ integrity; the
witnesses, determined to keep it unbro-
ken. To sign the pledge to recant would
have meant freedom from concentration
camp tortures for the witnesses and a
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victory for Satan over God in the vital

point at issue; to refrain from signing
and fo stand fast in integrity meant in-
desecribable cruelties and sufferings and
oftentimes death for the witnesses, but
a vindication for Jehovah and His side
of the issue. This latter course would

" bring to the faithful creature eternal

+]ife in Jehovah God’s new world of right-
eousness. Hence it is clearly seen that
whether in life or death Jehovah’s in-
tegrity-keeping witnesses would triumph
over concentration camps and religion
and Satan.

One out of the original twelve apostles
turned fraitor, but that was a large per-
centage in comparison with the propor-
tion who signed Ilitler’s renunciation
sheet. This 18 shown by the following,
quoted from The Reporter, issue of
July 1, 1945 (published in Washington,
D.C): .

The Bulletin [of the Central Board for
C0’s in London] also recalled the statements
of Dr, Emil Maurer, distriet chairman of the
Socizlist Party in prewar Vienns, himself a
German internee. At the time Dr. Maurer was
in the Buchenwald eoncentration eamp, in
September, 1938, he said the eamp population
was about 6,000, of whom 1,200 were reli-
gious pacifists, largely members of the Bible
Students, the German ecounterpart of the
Jehovah's witnesses, '

Dr. Maurer deelared that these men were
repeatedly offered release from the camp if
they would drop their objeetions fo joining
the Wehrmacht, but of 800 men to whom the
offer was made, only threc aceepted [other
reports from Buchenwald indicate that these
were not active witnesses of Jehovah, but
‘pretenders]. :

Life at Buchenwald
As the Allied armies pushed into Ger-
" many, the oppressive and bloody hand
of the Nazi 88 guards was lifted from
the ones imprisoned in concentration
camps. A party of jounrnalists from nen-

tral conntries recently {April, 1945) re--

turned from a visit to Buchenwald.
Among their stories, obtained during
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their two days of talking with the Buch-
enwald internees, some of the most terri-
ble concerned the persecution of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, "The Swedish journal-
ist and B.B.C. broadeaster, Mr. Bjorn
Hallstrém (London editor of the Sven-
ska Morgonbladet), brought back from
Buchenwald a historic document record-
ing some of the treatment suffered by
these people. This document has been the
basis of several broadcasts over the
British and American Eurcpean serv-
ices. Parts of it follow:

- JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES IN BUCHENWALD
CoNcENTRATION CaAMP

After National Socialism came-to power,
one provineial government after another
banned the I.B.8.A. (Jehovah’s witnesses).
From the 28th June, 1933, on which day the
ban in Prussia was declared, their gospel-
preaching activities and meetings were sub-
jected to pressure. Bible students have in spite
of this ban proclaimed the kingdom of God

as the only hope of the world. The greatest

wave of arrests began in the spring of 1936,

after the ones in charge of the work in Magde-

burg had already been arrested in the autumn

of 1934, The reasons given for the arrests were

refusal to salute the flag and to give the Nazi
salute ; nonappearance at the election voting
cenbers, at factory and business roll ealls and
at meetings of every kind; refusal to be-

eome members of any organization of the

N.8.D.A.P. (National Soeialist German Work-
ers Party); and, furthermore, refusal to ful-
fill duties in the Labour Korps and army.
Inhuman and disgraceful treatment hag
been the lot of these people until this hour.
This group was burdened with the hardest
tasks. In the beginning they were obliged un-
der the strietest supervision to pull up fully
loaded wagons from the stone quarry at the
double.” In August, 1937, the Punishment

- Company was formed, and was only disband-

ed in 1944. All Bible students, with the excep-
tion of a few specially qualified men, were en-
rolled. The meost brutal eamp guards swung
their cudgels and the Punishment Company
was the dlite of the Buchenwald concentra-

fion camp in the carrying of heavy burdens °

and in work output. In the first years the
CONSOLATION
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Punishment Company eonsisted only of Bi-
ble students, except for a few homosexnals
and other unclean elements. Without any real
reason all newcomers of the Bible students
were put in the Punishment Company and re-
mained there for three to nine months.

On the 6th of January, 1938, the oppor-
tunity offered itself for the Bible students of
the Buchenwald coneentration ecamp to pur-
chase their freedom by signing that they
would recognize the Nazi state and renounce
their belief in the establishment of the king-
dom of God. With the exception of but a few
who by mistake were given the violet badge
{one given to all Bible students) this ofier of
the eamp fuehrer was rejected. Now, because
of that, mistieatment and pressure were in-
creased in order to eurb this peoble. Daily a
few were called to the gate and were ill-
ireated with every possible and impossible ob-
Ject 1o foree them to sign and thereby canse
them to be unfaithful toward their (tod.

Trees and Bushes for Food _
From the beginning of March till Decem-
ber, 1938, they were not allowed to send or
" receive letters or make any purchases [such
as food].. After this they were allowed to
write one letter of 25 words to their rela-
tives monthly. Like shadows these creatures
with the violet patehes: moved through the

camp. Colossal hunger raged in Llhe bowels

of these people, sp that the green from trees
and bushes was eaten with dry bread.
Whitsuntide, 1939, the entire group of Bi-
ble studenis had io appear on the parade
ground. After a speech by “Jonni” {Unter-
stuf. Hackmann)}, began a shocking drill in
two. parts. There was rolling, hopping, creep-
ing and running, because, as the worthy rep-
resentative of National Socialism deelared,
‘this association has géne to seed.” This pro-

cedure lasted for an hour and fifteen minutes, .

during which the block fuehrers lent aid with
the heels of their boots and sticks.

In partieular the veterams of the last war
with amputated legs who were not able to
bend their knees were severely struck on the
head. Covered with perspiration, the whole

group had to stand at the gate for one hour,’

because, uccording fo the opinion of “Jonni”,
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it worked so well. There was no midday meal,
but instead the eamp band had to play some
musie. _
After the war broke out in September, 1939,
all Bible students were brought to the gate
on the 6th of thé month. Roedl, the chief
camp fuehrer, declared: “You know war has
broken oul. The (German nation is in danger.
New laws are coming into force. 1f you now

. refuse to fight against France or England you

will have to die.” Two companies of fully
equipped guards stood at the gate. There was
not a single one who, on the demand of the
camp fuehrer, declared himself willing to
fight for the greatness and honor of Germany
and its beloved fuehrer, After a moment’s
silence, suddenly 1he order was given: “Hands
up! empty your pockets!” Then these ‘makers
of a happier world’ fell upon this small band
of pesple and took from them their lust penny,
Most hkely they were short a few hundrvd
marks for a comrades soecial !

At an inspection of the interior-eommands
b¥ the camp fuehrer all of the Bible students
were separated and sent Lo the stone quarry,
although they were 90 percent disabled. Only
men possessed by demons could make such
devilish deeisions. During this time all med-
ical treatment for Bible students was stopped.
Only faith in a just, divine vengeance kept
and supported these people. It was also re-
markable that during the dysentery epidemie
at the beginning of the war only two Bible
students out of 450 died. Striet rules of life
and living in harmony with divine laws are
the foundaiion of their inflexible steadfast-
ness.

In March, 1940, the Bible students had to
stand at the gate every evening for eight days
becanse the camp elder had repprted thal they
had been talking to Jewish prisoners, in spite
of the orders of the camp office, and had not
avoided the forbidden paths betw een the Jew-
ish blocks.

On the 15th of January, 1942, all the. Bible
students were again called to the gate because
they had refused umanimously to take part
in the woolens contribution for (Glerman troops
fighting on the Kastern front, in spite of lhe
so-called “good adviee” of a few of the camp
inmates, who thought that for tactical reascns
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they must have a share in i, The judgment of
the camp-informer was as follows: “You
criminals of the state, you dogs of heaven, vou
do not think it necessary to support the fight.-
ifg front. Today you will work in the open
[in 38 degrees of frost] until nightfall.” Their
., entire  underwear was taken off. It is not
i}osmble to deseribe what then happened, be-
use willing elements like kapes and con-
troliers were only-too ready to take the last
pullover from the Bible students. (This action
was introduced only after the eamp-elder had
made his report {o the camp fuehrer.) When
the groups returned in the evening all leather
shoes had to be handed over and they were
given clogs in exchange.

On February 15, after the noon roll eall
the whole group was again called to the gate,
where the camp-informer read a regular bili
of indietment, Twenty Bible students ware ac-
cused of rebellion because of ignoring camp
regulations, bribing the block-elder with a
slice of bread and white cheese, leaving the
block during darkness, and turning off the
radio during speeches of the Nazi govern-
ment, With the loose snow eight inches deep,
the ‘winter sport’ began, and ended only after
gll were steaming and totally exhausted.

Sirict Neutrality

During that time the Gustloff works [arma-
ment industry] were opened. Then began a
terrible proceeding for the Bible students,
who refused to support the fight of the Axis
powers by producing weapons in any form.
Because a few, for fear of being beaten or
kitled, did such work under the pressure of
willing instruments of the Dewil, they were
immediately exeluded from the community of
this neutral people.

When in the beginning of the year 1943
everywhere in Germany a renewed activity of
the Bible students started, thousands were
brought before the Peoples Court in Essen,
Berlin and Munich. This affected the Bible
students in the various camps in such a man-
ner that their communal bloek [up to this
time the Bible students had been kept striet-
Iy isolaied from the other prisoners] was dis-

“golved in the middle of November, 1943, and
they were assigned to different blocks.

10

It is worthy of mention that among about
200 of Jehovah’s witnesses who lived to see
the liberation of Buchenwald camp there were
people of from barely 17 to 70 years of age.
One of the two youngest after he had been
made a member of [a Nazi military body] was
brought to eamp in full battledress. The last
bateh came from Silesia. Among the seven
batches of newcomers who had refused to re-
spond to the eall for the Volksturm {people’s
army) was a youngster of barely 17} vears.
Their motto was: “Rather die than serve a
system which the Word of (God names ‘the
ahomination of desolation’.”

From the beginning to the end the position
of the Bible students in the Buchenwald con-
centration camp was a unique anti-Fascist
demonstration.

Tying in with the above and tending
to round out the picture of concentration
camp life as experienced by J ehovah’s
witnesses is the following report from
one who was not one of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, but who spent eight months at
Buchenwald and Dachau:

In Dachan there were at.that time only
about 60 or more of Jehovah’s witnesses. They
occupled special barracks and were strietly
isolated from all other prisoners. No one wsas
allowed to approach their barrack or to talk
to them, and anyone who violated this regula-
tion was punished by 25 lashes and solitary
confinement. When Jehovah’s witnesses were
marching out to their place of work the street
leading to the exit was in advance cleared of
all other prisoners, By all these precsution-
ary measures the camp administration mani-
festly tried to prevent the witness to God’s
kingdom. Jehovah’s witnesses had to work
seven days a week; all othér prisoners, with
the exception of another isolated group, the
“blacks”, only six days.

They are harassed not only by their guards,
but just as mueh by their fellow prisoners.
They are eruelly mocked by guards and hit-
terly scoffed by unbelieving fellow sufferers,
all accomplished by shocking blasphemies. But
neither brutalities nor derision ean in the
least change either their unswerving stead-
fasiness or their serenity. The other prisoners
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are usually depressed, gloomy, melancholy,
and many commit suicide ; whereas Jehovah’s
witnesses are apparently left mentally un-
disturhed. They did not shrink from lashing,
long solitary confinement, torture, or even
from death.

Commisgion te Preach Remembered
God’s people in Germany and the oe-
cupied countries did not choose the easy
way out. They did not collaborate nor
even compromise. They made absolutely
no contribution to Hitler's war machine.
Patiently they endured all the horrors
the concentration eamp poured upon
them. Their integrity was nnbreakable.
But Jehovah’s witnesses do more than
suffer for Christ’s name’s sake; they
preach “this gospel of the kingdom”!
Their triumph over loathsome religion’s
1nqmslt10na1 torture holes burst far he-
yond 'any stoical endurance of tribula-
tion; it flashed out brilliantly into the
glorious field of Kingdom proclamation!
The concentration camps failed dismally
not only in the attempt to crack integ-
rity by making the witnesses sign a re-
nouncement of faith, but also im the
effort to still lips consecrated to sing
the praises of God and His kingdom!
Miscellaneods reports mention witness
work done in the camps, and one concern-
ing Buchenwald informs that Watch-
tower magazines were even produced
within the camp. Occasionally word
comes of SS guards turning from Nazism
and 'consecrating to Jehovah God, and
thereafter suffering with their former

vietims, Jehoval’s witnesses. Most strik--

ing to date, however, is the almost unbe-
lievable report that comes from refugees
from Germany, now in Sweden. From
this thrilling report, dated June 9, 1945,
the following is quoted:

According to the econsensus of evidence
from fellow internees, Jehovah’s withesses
had to undergo the worst treatment in the
eamps. One of these withesses, a man from
Flanders, writes: “Only an unswerving de-
gire to live, hope and trust in Him, Jehovah,
who is all-powerful, and love of The Theoe-
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racy, made it possible to endure all this and
win the vietory —Romans 8:37.”

In the coneentration camp at Nenengamme,
near Hamburg, a great and well-planned
offensive was commenced, in the greatest se-
erecy, in the beginning of 1943. This took the
form of fully orgunized activity for the giv-
ing of the witness among the various inhab-
itants of the ecamp. Some of the brethren pro-
duced literature, and testimony eards were
written in the different languages spoken in
the camp, while special “shock troops” were
formed for the purpose of bearing the testi-
mony to all the internees in a methodical man-
ner, In this way these were made acquainted
with the message, back-calls were made on
those who showed interest, book studies were
commenced, and even regular lectures were
arranged with the aid of an interpreter for
Russians and Poles.

This powerful and organized testimony na-
turally aroused the enemy’s wrath, but coun-
termeasures were of no avail. However, to-
wards the end of the year an order came
from Berlin that Jehovah’s witnesses were to
be distributed among all the barracks, and
that they were not to be permitted to be in
the same harracks together, But instead of°
this being a hindrance to the work, possibili-
ties for coming into contact with the other
prisohers increased. In this way each block
was thoroughly worked, and those of good-
will who were met received regular instrue-
tion. Special Testimony Periods were ar-
ranged, with the result that time in the serv-
ice for The Theoeraey and testimonies given
were increased. Some of the interested them-
selves began. to take part in witnessing,

At times these took their stand under dra-
matic eircumstances. One morning, for exam-
ple, at the morning parade all Jehovah’s wit-

.nesses were ordered to take a few paces for-

ward for special examination. It happened
that a boy of nineteen years, who had quite re-
cently heard the message, stepped forward
from the division to which he belonged and

-took his place among Jehovah's witnesses, He

was taken to the commandant of the eamp,
who threatened him with 25 strokes. The hay
answered: “I have today taken my stand for

Jehovah, and that holds good, not only de-
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spite 25 strokes, but even if you take my life.”
The commardant then shouted, “Bring an
iron bar! In ten minutes’ time he won’t be a
Jehovah’s witness any longer!” The young
brother - endured even this {reatment, how-
ever, and was later one of the most energetie
publishers,

">, In this camp a regulax‘ camp newspaper en-
“titled News About God’s Kingdom was pub-

listied by Jehovah’s witnesses. Among other:
things .this contained information of the .

progress of the work in Holland, Belgium,
France;, Switzerland, Enagland, cte. Informa-
tion regarding the St. Louis convention and of
Brother Rutherford’s death, and who .had
been chosen as his successor as president of
the Watch Tower Bible and Traet Society,
was also given in this newspaper. Some copies
of The Watchfower had been received from
time to time, as well as a service letter.

When speeial persecution was experienced
by the witnesses an inereased testimony and
further eonquests for The Theoeraey resulted.
In one camp the authorities tried to foree the
witnesses to do work for the military powers,
but without suceess.-One of their number was
therefore taken away to be shot. When others
in the camp saw his eourage, and saw with
what joy he waved to his friends, it made such
a deep impression that as a result ten fellow
priseners took their stand for. Jehovegh. .In
that camp at least one hundred died eath day
of hunger, but not one of Jehovah’s witnesses
died for this reason. A sister fell sick and was
thrown onto a bunk where two dead and two
dying were lying. But Jechovah led her to
health again. I'n that same camp there were
together 300 who accepled the truth, among
them 227 Russian youths!

From another camp it is reported that it
was an offense punishable by death by hang-

ing to have a Bible in ong’s possession. A fe- .

male superintendent, who elearly showed her
hatred of the message of God’s kingdom,
found a Bible in the possession of a sister,
who was the only witness in that camp. The
sister wag, however, permitted to live, but all
her possessions were burnt—exeept the Bi-
bie. She had that returned to her on her own
request !

12 . N

" “Free! Free!”

The year 1945 saw an end of the hor-
rors of the Nazi concentration camp in-
flicted upon Jehovah's witnesses. With'
undeniable power the Allied forces
closed on IHitler's Third Reich Like two
huge iron jaws, and reminds the student
of God’s Word of the prophecy fore-
telling the swallowing up of the totali-
tarian flood by the dempcratic powers
of earth. (Revelation 12: 15-17) This ac-
tion by the Allied forces caused the col-
lapse of the devilish concentration
camps, and along with thousands of oth-
ers Jehovah's witnesses held there look
forward to complete release. Typical of
many cases is that disclosed in the fol-
lowing letter. It is from a father fo his
son. The son was 11 yéars old when the -
father was incarcerated; he is now 19,
During the 8 years elapsed the son lived
in Switzerland and served the Lord faith-
fully as one of Jehovah’s witnesses, de-
voting his full time to the work, Won't
the reunion of father and son be a joy-
ful one! The main portions of the letter
follow {dated April 25, 1945):

Weimar-Buchenwald No. 730, Bloek 11

My dear boy,
The peace of God through Christ Jesus be

‘with you. My dear Willy, eight years have

already passed since we could either see or
write to each other. I hope that through God’s
guidanee these few lines will reach you. As
you have already learned through the papers
or over the radio, we were freed from this
Nazi-terror crowd on the 1ith of this menth
by the Allied troops. As the Allied troops
reached the camp several of us ran to help
ag they cut with insulated pliers the elee-
tricity-conducting wires surrounding the
camp. Here and there a white flag torn from
a sheet or a shirt fluttered high in the wing,
flags of the Soviet Union were hoisted, shouts
of joy resounded, and in between one could
hear the rattle of rifles, machine-gun fire, and
here 'and there the hoom of a tank cannon,
All this took place within a few minutes.
Ag I regained my senses somewhat the tears
welled up and flowed unrestrainedly over my
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cheeks. I just couldn’t help it. T was not alone,
but many others just wept with me, too. Free!
Frir! What a wonderful word after all these
vears! I can tell you now, these years, they
were hard! What I have endured of hunger,
stripes, and ruthless treatment in six years’
camp and two years* prison! Indeed, it was
sometimes unendurable. The first years par-
tieularly were hunger years. The physical pres-
sure that was burdened upon one hroke the
spirit, and T must ask myself, when T look
back on &ll thig, how one eould endure it all,
Well, it is past now. This did not happen to
me alone, but thousands and thousands had to
bear this lot under the heel of Nazi rule. How
many companions have been wrenched from
"us in all these years by death, yes, by violent
death! So many did not see the flush of the
morn of freedom again, Well, it is past now.
I I wanted to write in detail all these things
I wouldn’t get finished this evening. This pen
itself would resist writing of all the misery,
suffering and torture that we have had to
gnffer and endure in this camp. '

We are no more prisoners, but are free and
can receive visitors, but may not yet leave the
camp, I'm sorry o say. We shall get cards of
identity, but it is uncertain when we shall
leave here. R .

Dear Willy, how are you, my dear boy?
Aré vou in good health still? T hope s0. I am
now all right, only I’'ve heard nothing of
mother, what she is doing and how she is. I
hope that she is well, and is still safe at home.
‘When did you have the last news of your
mother? The last T had was on the 2bth of
February, but nothing since then. Please be
80 good as to try all ways and means to get
into touch with her. Ask perhaps the Ocenpa-
tion authorities, or the police in Karlsruhe.
Perhaps it is possible with prepaid télegram
or with registered letter, perhaps even over
France. See'what can be done, and give me as
soon as possible news of yourself and of your
mother,

I will elose for this time, and just give you
" a poem written by a eomrade, born ort of this
time of suffering. So now good-bye, my boy;
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
continue to proteet and guide you in all your
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ways. My warm love to you and your dear
mother,
Your father, :
_ Josef Seitz
Heartfelt greetings to all the brethren—
till we meet again,

A Conceniration Camp Flees

At hand is a very graphie account of
the breakup of the’ concentration, camp
Sachsenhausen, written by Jehovah’s
witnesses incarcerated there at the time.
All of the following is drawm from this
firsthand report, and partial quotatlons
will be made therefrom.

The events covered occurred _from
April 21 to May 5 (1945). As the Rus-
slan armies plunged on into (Germany it-
self, fear gripped the camp officials.
Preparations were made for evacuation,
and flight toward the American lines.
Previously and in anticipation of this
day Jehovalh’s witnesses had determined
that they would try to remain in one
group when the exodus began. They set
a meeting place and made the necessary
plans. It was well that they did, because
chaos reigned the night before the de-
parture. In this camp of from 25,000 to
30,000 prisoners nearly everyone that
night turned robber, The camp leaders
had robbed the Jews, rioting prisoners
robbed the camp leaders, and they in
turn were robbed by others. Robbers be-
came the robbed, and the eycle of thiev-
ery sped along. On this night 12,000 Red
Cross packages were stolen. Demonized
block leaders tried to keep the prisoners
in order, and many that night were
whipped to death and others shot.

. A Theocratic Assembly

What were God’s people doing during
all this? They were safe in the seclusion
of the tailor shop. Listen to their report:

The Lord’s people were all together, wait-
ing for further instructions from the offieials,
In the meantime, we tried to Hring sick breth-
ren from other sections to the tailor shop. We
did not leave a thing there. We planned on
taking everything along with us. Some had
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Watchiowers, others had Bibles and other lit-
erature. Then we had our first Kingdom as-
sembly, something we had not had for many
years ! The guietness and peaee of ouT meeting
was only interrupted by the sheoting of those
prisoners who were caught plundering. Other-
wise, our assembly was very blessed and

*strengthened all of us in view of our coming

delivery. During the preceding years we had
often talked of this day.

Next morning the exodus started. In
group-columnsg of 600 they marched out,

five to nine years ago, the place which we
never believed we would leave alive. So the
Devil and his henchmen thought and so re-
minded us frequently. But the Lord had a dif-
ferent thought on the matter, Sachsenhausen
was now behind us. The joy that entered our
hearfs ean never be expressed in words.

Our isolation in the past caused no diffi-

‘eulty, because no cne wished 1o join the Bible

students, because they were ill-treated; but
now everything was changed, beeause they
saw the Lord was with us., We had mueh

difficulty in hinder-

first the - Cuzechs,
then the Poles, o;d:\we\rin
Crivitz
Friedrichsrube
MEC

followed next dif-

ferent nationali-

ties, and lastly

went the Ger- S
mans. United, Je- foravow A .
hovah’s witnesses %f
were the last to
leave. Though
they numbered

\"

e ing. those foreign

,0*.}.6 5 elements’ joining us.
‘E‘\S\e | Our column walked
9 uf"A on the endless road

;oY flanked on the right

I A~ and left by armed
"‘--"p_‘{-x__.j r""\fl \ 83 men, The air was
ittstock ™ T, iey and cold and

there was rain and
hail, real April

Qgistof' A
lin
{ echlin

only 230, no oth- weather, As ineon-
ers were allowed Neu“Ribpin b venient as it was, it
to join their ﬁ. had & wholesome
group. Why? Be- g Sachsenbausen  frect, Tiredness was
cause they might P S Oranienburs | oyre  the body was
be witnessed to!? ‘ : fresh and alert and
No, that did not BERLIN( the hard road was
govern decigions more agrecable this
inthistimeof Seale 1:1,000,000 way than in warm
ﬁlght The officials ., E"anﬂ' Miles Kilometers weather, Dm‘ing the

a LI ag

had a wagonload
of goods they had
stolen, and they
put this booty in
the midst of the witnesses’ column be-
cause the witnesses were the only ones
they trusted. They knew the witnesses
were not thieves; they kuew (God’s peo-
Elo would bhe gmded by God’s law for-

idding stealing, even 1n their dealings
with their persecutors! At this dramatic
point listen again to the report:

Then the signal came: “All Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, ready to go!” So we packed everything
together. We put a siek sister on a wagon and
slowly we marched each column in groupy of
five out through the door. For the first time
we walked, through the door we entered from
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Route fullo\&ed by Jehavah’b witnesses ss they
marched from Sachsenhausen conecentration eamp
to the Ameriean lines near Schwerin

G Fre ra 3@ 40 mm &

first night and the
following day we
walked 51 kilome-
ters without any-
thing to eat, except a small portion that was
left over.

In Jefiovah’s Strength

One hour ont from Sachsenhausen they
could see and hear the great explosions
of the Russian bombardment of that
place and Oranienburg. The Russians
were hard on their heels. The Nazi guards
became much excited, and anyone that
tagged or dropped exhausted was shot.
Dawning light disclosed a road littered
with dead bodies. In a short distance 300
dead were counted. Before the flight
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ended at the American lines thousands
were strewn along the line of march.
In corroboration of this part of the wit-
nesses’ report, the following news item
from the New York Times of July 30,
19495, is of special interest:

Largo (CaBarrEro, ONCE HEAD OF
Spaiw’s RepusLic, KiLLep BY 88
Madrid, July 29— Francisco Largo Caba-
llero, stormy Spanish politician and one-time
premier of the Republie, was shot to death by
German S8 guards while be and other prison-
ers were abandoning Sachsenhausen coneen-
tration camp, according to advices received
here. The information, from a former fellow
prisoner with Sefior Largo Caballero, said the
72-year-pld Spanish leader had been shot
when he fell from exhaustion by the roadside
while camp was being evacuated. The date of
his reported death is not available. Sefior
Largo Caballero headed the activities of the
Union General de Trabajadores during: the
Republie, when he was successively minister
of lsbor and premier.

But the report of the witnesses exults:
- From our troop of about 230 brothers and
sisters none, not even the weakest, was lying
on theé road ; in spite of the fact that we had
some brothers from 65 to 72 years of age.
They were all standing faithfully. You could
again see the Theocratie spirit and arrange-
ment and how the Lord’s angel protected us.
How ‘wonderfully on this day the promises
were fulfilled by Jehovah from Isaiah
40:29-31!—“He giveth power to the. faint;
and to them that have no might he increaseth
strength. Even the youths shall faint and be
weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:
but they that wait upon the Lorp shall renew
their strength.” .

For the first two days and nights there
was much marching but little eating and
resting. Many were so weak they saw
black. But a rest was scheduled when the
straggiing columnsg reached the heavily
bombarded eity of Neu Ruppin. No quar-
ters could be found for the thousands of
prisoners, and muech tarmoil and con-
fusion developed. But Jehovah God was
with His witnesses yet. One witness had
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lived near this city when he was arrested
nine years before. He knew of some con-
seerated women who were still in pos-
sesgion of a house and barn. To that
home trudged the witnesses and—buft let
the report tell it:

Here we had an expérience that cannot be
deseribed. Surely those dear friends did not
hope to ever see that brother again. Now he
was again before them after nine years. With
tears in their eyes, they eried, “Oh Lord, our
God, he is alive!” The joyful emotion was
gimply heart-rending. When they were told
that we were over 200 Jehovah’s witnesses to
stay there overnight, they said they were will-
ing to put 100 in their barn and that the
rest would be in some neighboring barns. At
first .it was quite diffieult, but after the peo-
ple heard that we were all in the eolumn of
Jehovah’s witnesses all fear was gone, and
regardless of what the S8 could do the Lord
gave us a blessing. These events amazed our
group leaders.

In two barns there were over 100 brethren
in each, They prepared to rest, happy to have
a roof over their heads and to lay down their
tired, worn-out bodies. In spite of the ex-
haustion of the brethren they still gave a wit-
ness and opened the hearts of many of the
people there, who became more and more
friendly. The next morning they prepared
gome vietnals and ecooked some stuff for us,
and the Lord is sure to reward them accord-
ing to, His promisc in Matthew 25: 31-40. The
little town of Bechlin [where the quarters
were finally located] had certainly never seen
so many of Jehovah’s witnesses singing the
praises of Jehovah, and surely this gave a
more excellent witness than the brother who
was there nine years before.

Workmen Worthy of Their Hire

This account shows that the people were
afraid to allow the prisoners to use their
barns for stopovers. Why? Becanse the
prisoners generally plundered and stole
everything at hand, and the people were
afraid to have them around. But the
above shows that they trusted Jehovah’s
witnesses, and that the witnesses testi-
fied of God’s kingdom and greatly com-
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forted their hosts, As a result, they were
not only housed but also. fed. Even as
they marched along the witnesses would
testify to the residents concerning the
Kingdom, and in return were showered
with much food and provisions. Then
they would have to rush to catch up with

-, the moving columms. But even in all their

1tribulation they never for a moment for-
got that they were commlssmned to
preach.

On the mareh from Beechlin to Ragelm
{about 28 kilometers) the account graph-

- ically describes how some of the other
prisoners got their food, saying:

Troops could be seen and troop movements
fof the German forees] showed that we were
close to the front, On both sides of the road
we saw the dead bodies of prisoners. Then we
saw homes destroyed by the aviators, and saw
airplanes burning, and saw dead horses, and
over the eadaver we’'saw the Russian and

" Ukrainian prisoners going out of their groups
like wild beasts and with knives and fingers
tore out pieces of meat from the dead horses,
and some ate it cooked and some ate it raw.
‘Their hands and faces were covered with
blood. The same goes {or the sacks of pota-
toes. They tried to rob them, and then the

guards would shoot them, and ofter you

eould sec the dead bodies vver the sacks of
potatoes. ’ '

What a contrast to the way God’s peo-
ple were provided for! Just listen to
these field-witnessing experiences, and
see how Jehovah God caused His be-

. loved ones fo find favor in the eyes of
the people because their first concern
was proclaiming the Kingdom and other
needs were confidently left up to Jeho-
vah to provide:

In the little village of Ragelin I came to a
house where there were 12 army men, and 1
gave them a witness concerning the kingdom
of God and our experiences in the eoncentra-
tion eamp. They all listened very attentively,

and then said, “You shouldn’t speak so loud,

beeause in the next room there are some of the
guards ealled S8.” I said that we would talk
all the louder and that they also haqd to know
that we are now in the time of the fulfillment
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of the announcement made on October 7, 1934,

in ‘which we proclaimed that Jehovah is

‘against the Nazi regime. We did not stop talk-
“soft-pedal-

ing then and we will not do any
ing” now. The rcsult was that those German
army men did everything to help us, and we
left with rich provisions for our holy brethren
with great rejoieing,

In another ease there were =some sadiers .

and they collected money for us and one of
the sergeants gave 20 marks and encouraged
us, saying, “Keep your heads up, boys, it is
only a short while and you will he delivered.”

. From some farmers we rceeived bread and -

milk, flour, potatoes, and even some buttered
bread. In many cases the hearts of the people

" were so opened up to us after we gave them a

testimony eoncerning the Kingdom : one farm-

er divided his last bread with us. Everywhere -

we realized that it was a great fulfillment of
Jehovah’s prophecy as foretold at Amos 8:11:
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord Gob,
that I will send a famine in the land, not’a
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but
of hearing the words of the Lorp.” '

So the account of the flight from east
to west unfolded, with many cited in-
stances of how the gospel was preached
and His witnesses prospered. One time
a four-day stop was made in a large
beech forest. Water was scarce. Most of
the prisoners, still numbering nearly
25,000, rushed madly into the meter-wide
brook whose water was not fit for cook-
ing, much less drinking. They were driv-
en back with clubs and rifle shots. In
keeping with their custom, the witnesses
camped off to themselves, They dug a

. little well, and in this way a limited sup-

ply of clean water was obtained. It was
the marvel of the camp and aroused
much jealonsy from their neighbors.

Then the report reads:

Other brethren built some cottages of fo-
liage, and many of them developed a really
fabulous ability and it looked just like the
feast of tabernacles of the Jews in Israel. We
could not help thinking about the -words of
our camp leader Kolb, whom we saw just he-
fore we entered Behlow [the beech forest].
He said : “Now go there and build your taber-
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nacle like the children of Israel and see if you
get some manna from heaven” By this he
meant that we would get nothing from them
to eat. Nevertheless, the Lord had made pro-
vigion foer His people for everything neces-

sary, manna spirituzlly as well as physically..

Al during this trek Jehoval’s wit-
nesses started the day with prayer and
Kingdom songs. They held group studies
- at every opportunity, and preached to
the people. Their camp life was organ-
ized. Thev were divided into small
groups, and each group had its head,
who represented that group in the com-
mon council. All provisions went into

the one .big “kitchen” and were used fo-

the benefit of all. Flow different from the
rest of the encampment, where every-
thing was controlled by selfishness!

On April 29 the forest was left and the
march resumed, The next few days pass
- ag the others: the main body of prison-
ers hungering and rioting and many be-
ing shot; the witnesses of Jehovah wit-
nessing to the people and in return
blessed with food. The report describes
the horrible hunger that.stalked through
the camp at large, grass, herbs, bark and
cooked roots being eaten and from 100 to
110 dying daily.

Jehovah Directs Their Movements

Then came the climactic events, The
trudging columns arrived at'the forest
of Sehwerin, The Americans were only
6 or 7 kilometers ahead, the Russians
hard on their heels. Eiven greater unrest
Erevai]ed in the camp. The Nazi “heroes”
egan to tremble, and called the wit-
nesges, whom thev had so vilely perse-
cuted, “comrades.” The tempo of war
increased. The main camp officials fled,
leaving behind a few of the 88 guards.
They could not combat the chaos that
reigned, and many of them slipped si-
lently away in the night. For the first
time in nine years the witnesses were
in the open withont a guard. They ereet-
ed their “tabernacle” huts and lived as
before. The report takes up from here,
saying:

SEPTEMBER 12, 1945
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In the evening greater activity of aviation
air attacks started in from both sides, and the
cannonade became more and more lively. It
clattered and erashed and you could hear the
rattling of the machine guns. It promised to
be a vivid night. In the meantime the Russian
arid Ukrginian prisoners tock the arms of the
83 they found and a new danger started.
We stuek together and made a commen pray-
er and lay down, guietly waiting for the eom- -
ing day and what it might bring. Through
the leading major of the eamp we hagd received
the news that the Russian armies were march-
ing on. We had to make a deeision. The only
way through to the American section was
ahout 6 kilometers. In the forest cump there
started a great confusion. The night was dark
and everybody ran to and fro, and we heard

“the ratiling of guns. that came closer and

eloger. Even among the witnesses there was
a certain unrest.

In a common prayer we expressed our con-
fidence and trust in Jehovah, Then we lay
down again to rest, waiting the coming morn-
ing, in spite of the chaos around us. The angel

of the Lord kept wateh ever us and protected

us from all evil. These actions proved to be
the right way, as we realized the next day.
The order to begin marching that we had re-
ceived from the Nazi major on the preceding
night was given with the purposc in mind of
having many of the prisoners shot in the
darkness, Many prisoners returned and told

‘that they had been shot at by S8, and when

day came we saw many of the prisoners on
the road killed and wounded. )
About eleven o’elock on the morning of the
first of May we started for Schwerin, the
first time under our own direction without
88, The highways were indeseribable. Endless
rows of ecars and all kinds of vehicles, people
walking toward the Americans. We advanced
only meter by meter and in six hours we
reached our resting place, about ten kilometers
from our starting place, Vehicles of the army,
cars, fleeing old men and women, soldiers,
men and women and children, all fleeing from
the Russians toward the Amerieans, The high-
ways and the fields along the road were lit.
tered with all kinds of guns, ammunitien, and
all kinds of equipment, paper, books, ears and
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wagons of every kind, destroyed automobiles,
corpses of persofis—a terrible mess. On the
faces of the restless men were mirrored the
desperation, the misery and horrors of the
terrible experience and the bitter deception
of the last days. So we witnessed here the
end of a Godless-world conception of ecrazy

"+ gnd demonized men—a brilliant soap bubble,
,‘after being held aloft for twelve years, ex-
ploded into nothingness.

As we heard later on, our departure was
also watched over at the right time, because
two hours after the departure from the camp
the 88 men surrounded the forest like & chain
and shot everybody left in the forest [remem-
ber also that those who left earlier, at the
major’s sly command, were shot]. All together
there were about 360 to 400 prisoners shot.
They were collected by the Americans and
the whole population of Sehwerin was forced
to review the dead bodies there on exhibit.
They should be forced to see the ruthless,
murderous result of their chosen mass-murder
government ; and so to leave them with horror
angd shame.

What would have happened if we had re-
mained only two hours longer in that forest?
We would have been among the dead. “How
great is thy goodness, O Lord, and the chil-
dren of men take refuge under the shadow of
thy wings.” We remembered also the words,
“The eyes of the Liorp run to and fro through-
out the whole earth, to shew himself atrong
in the 'behalf of them whose heart i3 perfect
toward him.”

Triumphant Resolution

The closing pages of the W1tnesses
lengthy report details the entry into the
American lines, the good treatment they
received, and the justice meted out to the
heretofore arrogant Nazi S8 guards and
other officials now captured. They had
much praise for the quiet and dignified
conduct of the American troops. Some of
the witnesses suffered from stomach
trouble and diarrhea because of so much
good food, after being used to nothing
for so many vears. Their report closes:

Fors the first time after many years the
Lord’s pecple felt themselves free from their
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oppressors and hangmen who had for such a
long time blasphemed and slandered the name
of Jehovah God and Christ Jesus. With joy-
ful hearts we sang the song “Give Praise. to
Jehovah”, This spirit of hearty thankfulness

- wasg well expressed in a Resolution which was

unanimously aceepied and which follows now :

“REsoLuTION MADE,IN & FoOREST
NEAR SCHWERIN IN MECKLENBURG
BY 230 oF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES FROM
10 DIFFERENT NATIONS :

“We, Jehovah’s witnesses assembled here,
send our hearty greetings to the faithful
united people of Jehovah and their compan-
ions all over the world with Psalm 124, May
it be known to you that our God, whose name
is Jehovah, has made true His word toward
His people, and especially in the countries of
the ‘king of the north’. A long, hard time of
trial is behind us and we have been brought
forth from the fiery furnace without a scent
of the fire upon us, as mentioned in Daniel
3:27. On the contrary, we are full of power
and strength in-Jehovah and we wait whole- -
heartedly for new orders from the King and
to take care of the interests of The Theoe-
rgey. Our deeision of willingness of serviee
iz expressed at Isaiah 6:8 and Jeremish
20:9-11.

“Tt was the intention of the enemy to lead
God’s faithful people in this country to dis-
loyalty by employing devilish forees and vio-
lence; many thousands of ways of Middle
Apges, Jesuitic, Inguisitional methods, phys-
ical and spiritual, many ways of flattery and
deception by the demoniacs, haters of The
Theocracy, but they all were frustrated by the
great and mereiful help of the Lord. All the
manifold experiences, whick would require
volumes to write down, are well deseribed in
the words of the apostle Paul at 2 -Corin-
thians 6:4-10 and 11:25, 27. Satan and his
demonized tools have again been marked as
liars. (John 8:44) The great question at
issue has again been answered ih favor of and
to the glory of Jehovah God.——Job 1:9-11,

“To our and your joy, we should like to
inform you that Jehovah God has given us a
rich blessing, because 36 persons of good-will
joined with us in leaving the Sachsenhausen

~camp. Qut of their own free will they de-
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clared, “We want to go with you, because we
have seen that the Lord is with you.” Here
the propheey of Zechariah 8:23 was fulfilled.
Because of the hasty dxodus many of our
friends of The Theocracy were not able to
join us, but, no doubt, Jehovah will direct
 that they will find their way to us apgain in
due time. '

“We, Jehovah’s witnesses, declare again our
unswerving devotion to Jehovah and our
whole devotion to The Theocraey,

“We have only one desire after the long
chain of innumerable proofs of the Lord’s
most marvelous protection and salvation out of
thousands of troubles, struggles for life, and
afflictions during the stay in the ‘lions’ den’,
Out of deepest thankfulness ta Jehovah and
His King Christ Jesus, willingly.and with
joyful hearts we will serve Him throughout
eternity. This would be our most precious

- reward.

“We close our resolution with Psalm 48 and

with a joyful expectation to meet again,
Your Co-FlauTesrs FOR
Jrerovar’s Houy Nave”

Final Triumph Sure

That resolution about sums up the
frame of mind of all Jehovah’s witnesses
in Germany and the one-fime occupied
countries asg they ecmerged from the
Vatican-Nuzi concentration eamps. The
triumph for the ¢ansé of (God and right-
eousness was overwhelining; the defeat
for the cause of Satan and wickedness,
crushing. Integrity was unbroken, testi-
mony to the Kingdom continued even in
the dreaded ecamps, and upon deliver-
ance therefrom resolves are strong in
the T.ord to push on in the work of an-
nouncing Jehovah’s kingdom. Those wit-
nesses who were not imprisoned in camps
but had a measure of freedom eontinued
to preach. With what results? Why, in
1940, in the three countries of Belgium,
Holland and ¥rance, for example, there
were 1,040 Kingdom publishers; in 1945
the ranks of gospel-preachers had
swelled to 3,786! Like thrilling reports
are coming in daily. August 8 & cable-
gram was receivied by the president of
SEPTEMBER 12, 1845

the Watchtower Society from Amster-
dam, Netherlands, in which the following
is stated:

4,000 participators Theocratic congress
Amsgterdam send you and your coworkers
Theocratic greetings,

A wonderful assembly, and so soon after

.all the difficulties through which those

faithful witnesses have passed!

The following, quoted from a letter,
dated June 3, 1945, from the I3ranch
servant in Athens, Greece, will bring a
heart-warming thrill to God’s people
everywhere:

The Lord greatly blessed us during all the
time from the break of our correspondence
until now, and used His people to give a tre-
mendous witness both by the word of mouth
and by their course of action, Not for a mo-
ment the witness work stopped although eon-
ditions were very difficult and the means very
seanty. Nevertheless the Lord’s people were
not deprived of food, but enjoyed it through
the books Salvation, Religion, Refugees, and
the secondary articles of The Watchiower.
The favor of the Lord and the almost miracu-
lous preservation of the brethren in the midst
of the general desiruction was made manifest
to all.

From Egypt we were provided with books,
booklets, and magazines. Efforts were being
made for The Watehtower to be distributed

-to all the brethren. We began to print it ac-

cording to the English system in 5,000 copies.
Also, we printed the booklets Peace, Regener-
ation, and Freedom, in many thousands, and
we get ready to print others, namely, One
World, One Government and “The Kingdom
of God Is Nigh”. Qur gralitude to the Lord
is great for the wonderful privilege He gave
to His servants. Later we will send full re-
port to the office.

And now all these faithful work-
ers who were not incarcerated will
soon be joined by thousands of wit-
nesses liberated from the Nazi concen-

‘tration camps, and shoulder to shoulder

all these tried and faithful warriors for
Christ’s kingdom will fight against reli-
gious lies and proclaim the glorious
truths of God’s new world of rightecus-

19



—rh?

Y

ness. To their side will flock multitudes
of persons of good-will, becanse Jehovah
has so prophesied: “T'he abundance of the
sea [of humanity] shall be eonverted un-
to thee, the forees of the Gentiles shall

come unto thee.” (Isaiah 60:5) Satan’s
slandering religionists cannot win; Jeho-

wvah’s faithful witnesses cannot lose. Full

triumph comes to The Theocracy by Je-
hovah’s ahmighty power.—Zechariah 4:6.

Russian Peoples and Waters

F THE forty or more nationalities
that go to make up the Union of

.Soviet Socialist Republics there are

some that have what seem to Americans
like peculiar names. Among these, for in-
stance, are Uzbeks, Kazaks, Mordvin-
ians, Chuvash, Tajiks, Udmurts, Marit-
si, Komi, Osetians, Karakalpaks, Kha-

kasi, Oirots, Bolgars, and Ingush. Only

about ten percent of the Russians are
related to the American Indians,.and
fully 80 percent of the Russian people
are whites. But there are mixtures there,

‘the same as everywhere,

Now about the waters, so essential
to human existence, mentioned by Jan
Welzl in his book Thirty Years in the
Golden North. He is quoting from infor-

mation supplied to him by far-north .

Russians:

Between the New Siberian islands and
Novaya Zemlya, they said, from about the
79th to the 81°, ahd farther northwards, the
ocean was covered with ice, summer and win-
ter alike. But there were two large waterways
in this part of the Aretic ocean leading into
the interior of the icy wilderness. The nearer
of them they called the Middle and the more
distant one the Northwest waterway.

It seemed that these were huge channels
through” the ice, more than 50 miles broad
gt the opening, and extending for hundreds
and hundreds of miles to the north, getting
narrower and. narrower until above the 86°
they were only as wide as a street. I counld
not believe my ears. What an extraordinary
thing! And why, 1 asked, is there perpetual
ice in some places and water in others?

They said there werc some rapid eurrents,
which were warm-in temperature. The large
waterways remain practically in the same
place vear after year; from the right and
left of them led side channels, sometimes as
large as five miles broad, sometimes only a
few yards. And so the whole of the Arctie
ocean was really intersected by a network of
waterways., And it was just the large water-
ways which were the haunts of the whales,
But to the north of the New Siberian islands
there were no large watcrways, and the huge
icefictds which therc begin & good deal more
to the south were apt to move about, and often
earried an ice-locked ship for hundreds and
hundreds of miles to and fro. For that reason
the sailors never visiied those places, and so
the Aretic ocean to the north of the New
Siberian islands and the Wrangel islands is
unexplored.

Public Meetmgs, East and West

I’\T THE aeeompanvmg picture page
are shown examples of public meet-
ings lield throughout the United States
and other lands in - announcing The
Theocracy and its attendant blessings.
These are not religious assemblies, bat
means of conveying vital information
the people need to know. In No. 1 are
shown arrangefents for advertising a

public assembly in Syracuse, N. Y. Pub-
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lishers are ready to go to the homes of
the people to extend fo them a personal
invitation to come and “take of the water
of life freely”. The signs on the cars an-
nounce the lecture “Kscape Destruction
in the Coming Crisis”. In No. 2 an inter-
ested group in Little Rock, Ark., are
hearing a similar lecture; while in No, 3

18 shown an attentive audience at Pitts-

burgh, Pa., hearing about The Theocraey.
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Catholic Action

¢PYHE  National Catholic Welfare
Conference was organized (1919)
ab a common agency acting under the
bishops to promote the welfare of the
“» Catholics of the United States. The con-
iference has for its incorporated purposes
‘anifying, co-ordinating and organizing
the Catholic people of the United States
in works of education, social welfare,
immigrant aid and other activities.””
(World Almanac, 1945) °
It would seem from such statement
that the N.C.W.C. (National Catholic
Welfare Conference) is a benevolent,
charitable and educational organization.
An examination, however, of its activ-
ity shows its real purpose is to destroy
freedom of speech and freedom of press
and “to make America Catholic”.
N.C.W.C, whose executive and adminis-
trative boards are composed of only
high-ranking prelates of the Roman
Catholic Hierarchy, is the directing
foree behind what is called “Catholic
Action”. In his book Rome Stoops to
Conguer, Dr. Barrett says:

In theory, Catholie Action is the work and
service of lay Catholies in the cause of reli.
gion, under ihe guidance of the bishops, In
practice it is the Catholic group fighting their
way to control Ameriea.

Archbishop Hanna, in 1921, said con-
cerning this organized body, “We have
co-ordinated and united the Catholic
power of this country. It now knows
where and when to act and is encouraged
by the consciousness of its unity. We feel
ourselves powerful becauge our reunion
has become visible,” Sinee then it has
continued to grow in strength, until to-
day its members are numbered in the
millions and its power and influence are
feit in every sphere of national and in-
ternational life. While it is true that cer-
tain phases of Catholic Action might be
thought by some to be beneficent, such
as support of hospitals and educational
institutions, nevertheless the real mo-
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tives behind even such activity arc far
deeper and more sinister. Says Dr. Bar-
rett in the above-named book:

It reaches cut into every field, from lit-
erature to athleties, from ingerpreting Cath-
olic liturgy to picketing consulates, from
training Girl Scouts to heckling Communists.
It opposes here; it supports there. It is con-
struetive and destructive; it recompenses. and
it punishes; it fills mailbags and eloses thea-
ters. . . . When Catholic sensibilities are “out-
raged” vengeance in some appropriate form
is taken. . . . Those who have had the mis-
fortune to deliver lectures or to publish arti-
cles critical of some phase of Catholicism have
experienced in abundance the punitive char- -
acter of Catholic Aetion—sghoals of abusive.
letters, the majority of which are anonymous,
offensive remarks over the telephone, cancel-
lation of business deals, and threats of vari-
ous kinds. No other religicus group in Ameri-
ca displays so sensitive a concern about “the
honor” of -its creed.as does the Catholic,

There is nothing that shocks the sus-
ceptibility of the Catholic Iierarchy
more than the telling of the plain, snnple
truth about them. An instance of this
happened back in 1936, the year Catholie
Franco, with the pope’s blessing, hegan
slaughtering women and children by the
thonsands, Because Judge Rutherford,
an eminent Bible scholar, used the radio
to declare the truth, bigots of the Cath-
olic priesthood went into aetion in Phila-
delphia and foreced the eancellation
of the Bible talks then heing given over
station WIP, notwithstanding the faet
that 119,558 honest American citizens of
Phﬂadelphla signed a petition in protest
of such Jesuitic cengorship, and request-
ed the resumption of the lectures, This
was not an isolated incident either. All
over the eountry, under the direcction of
the N.C.W.C. therc was a concerted and
organized campalgn put forth by similar
Catholic pressure groups in an effort to
suppress the fruth then being broadeast
by hundreds of radio stations,
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The boyeott bludgeon was used to in-

timidate weéak-kneed radio managers.

and newspaper editors, Heywood Broun

once wrote, “Every New York editor

lives in terror of the Catholic group.”
He could have enlarged his statement to
include the whole country; for the pub-
lic press in general, with a few excep-
tions, slavishly avoids publishing about

this “sacred cow” any truth that tends to

disturb even the “flies” on it,

A more recent example of this type of
“censorship by boycott” occurred a few
months ago, as reported in Time maga-
zine, October 23, 1944 :

On Sept. 11, Seripps-Howard’s San Fran-
¢isco News printed an item saying that a Ro-
man Catholic priest with a woman companion

had pleaded guilty, in a Madera, Calif., court,

to drunken driving. Other San Francisco pa-
pers passed up the story.

When a News reporter called Monsignor
Harold E. Collins, seeretary to San Franeis-
eo’s Archhishop John J. Mitty, to check the
spelling of the priest’s name, the Monsignor
said: “No one in San Franeiseo has ever nsed
a story like that.” Later, he called back and
asked the News to lay off.

The News printed the story, and 10 days
later reported the priest had paid a $250 fine.

Last fortnight, at a meeting of a Catholie-
laymen’s elub, Monsignor Collins requested
members to boveott the News and tell their
friends that the News was antagonistic to the
Chureh. Archbishop Mitty himself urged his
Catholie clergy, gathered for a semiannual
conference, to point out to their parishioners
the “antagonistic” and “bigoted” attitude of
the News, ard to keep pointing it out until the
News recognized the well known weight of
the Chureh.

The archhishop also declared that, if this
course of action failed to get results, he would
write a letter to be read from every pulpit in
the diocese, condemning the News.

By week’s end, the churches in the diocese
_ had withdrawn their ads from the News
" 8aturday church page. _

The Toronto Gospel Witness and
Protestant Advocate in its issue of Octo-
SERTEMBER 12, 1945

ber 26, 1944, comments on this reveal-

ing news story. And the conclusions

drawn therefrom are all too true.

The guilt of the Roman Catholie priest is
not disputed, the priest himself having plead-
ed guilty. An American court also was satis-
fied on that point, and fined him $250.00.

“Why should not any newspaper, existing for

the dissemination of news, publish such a
story{

Drunken drivers ought not only to be fined :
they ought to be exposed. Any kind of drunk-
en driver, even though he wears a Roman col-
lar, is a menace to the life and limb of every-

- one on the road; and when a religious offieial,

who ought to be an-example to everyone, is
found guilty of driving while he was drunk,
when indeed he actually pleads guilty himself,
and the court imposes a fine, we think that
in the interest of righteousness, the widest

possible publicity should be given to it.

That should apply irrespective of the reli-
gious denomination to which the man belongs.
But it is not a sin to get drunk in the Roman
Catholic. Church: the only sin is in heing
found out. One might have supposed that the
Roman Catholic archbishop, John J. Mitty,
would have been thankful to have such &
news item printed as a warning to any other
priestly tipplers who might be in his dicecese.
But no! The newspaper that dares to report
such facts is to be boyeotted. A newspaper
that tells the truth about the Roman Catholie
Church is always labeled as being “antagonis-
tic” and “bigoted”.

It is refreshing to find a paper that re-
fuses to be intimidated by Roman Catholic
threats. And what if the church does with-
draw its advertisements from the News’
Saturday church page? Doubtless the news-
paper will survive! This is an old story. The
Sanhedrin in apostolic days said, “Let us
giraightly threaten them.” That is a favorite
weapon of the Roman Catholic Chureh.

But there is another view of thiz matter
which is still more serious. Suppose the Ro-
man Catholic Church were in the majority in
the State of California? And suppose such
majority were to establish itself in govern-
ment, so that the chureh could give legal
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 effeet to its threats? Then the San Franciseo

News would have been put ount of business,
There is no liberty of press, no liberty of
gpeech, no liberty of conscicnee, where the
Roman Chureh is in authority.. .. Well
done, San Franciseo ¥News! May your journal-
istic tribe increase!

1 Quppression and distortion of the

* truth leads the people into the snares of
ignorance and the shackles of supersti-
tion. It is the truth that makes one free
from fear and free to worship the true
God. Who was it that said, “Ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free”? No less a one than the great
Teacher,. Christ Jesus. (John &:32)
Hence the truth should be declared
though it makes all men liars; though it
exposes wicked deeds of many priests.

This Archbishop Mitty, who distin-
guishes himgelf as a public enemy, an
enemy of freedom of speech and press,
is no small parish priest, Besides being

the archbishop of San Francisco, he is:

one of the eight épiscopal chairmen of
the Administrative Board of the Na-

-tional Catholic Welfare Conference, with

the title of “episcopal chairman, Depart-
ment of Catholic Action Study”. (Warld
Almanagc, 1945) 1t is therefore manifest
that it’s the official Roman Catholie Hier-

archy of Authority that is trying to de-
stroy the cherished freedoms of the
American People through Catholie Ac-
tion. ' : '
But why dges the Hierarchy, and
Arechhishop Mitty in particular, fight so
feverigshly - to black-out the truth about
their organization? The answer to the
question beams forth from the great
Beacon-Light of Truth, the Bible: “And
this is the test by which men are judged
—the Light has come into the world, and
men have loved the darkness rather than
the Light, because their deeds have been
wicked. For every wrongdoer hates the
light, and does not come into it, for fear
his aetions should be exposed. But he
whose actions are true comes into the
light, that his actions may be plainly
shown to have been done in God.” (John
3:19-21, Weymouth) It is plainly to be
seen, then, why these modern priests of
Baal flee from the spotlight of the news.
In the near future the One who spoke
the above words, the Anointed King

. Jesus, will completely rip the skirts off

that organization, and then more hide-
ous things will show up than drunken
priests and their women companions;
for “there is nothing covered, that shall
not be revealed”.—Maftt, 10: 26,

. . - “What Shall We Have?”

HE Lord did not reproach Peter
when he asked that gquestion. He
knew that Peter and all the rest of the
apostles desired eternal life. He told
them that they should have it, and a lot
of other thingg, in the regeneration, or
the New World. For details see the
booklet The Coming World Regenera-
tion and the book The New World. For
the seripture on the subject see Matthew
19:27-30. _
. For an appreciation of the day’s scien-
tific news, and what it means to human-
ity, you might refer to the story entitled
“Missing It by a Hair”, published in
Consolation No. 613, issue of March 17,
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1943. In that article the writer com-
mented on the new soil-less agriculture
which may yet feed billions; that gaso-
line may be made from almost anything;
sugar can be made from wood;unilk can
be made from pcanuts; fruits can be
grown much more rapidly, and of better
size and bettér flavor; houses would be -
of steel, heated by hot water or elec-
tricity; bathroom floors would be of
medicated cement; the lights would be,
without glare; there would be television;
the furmiture would glow; draperies
would be of glass, etc. It would pay you
to get out the story and read it. He
mentions 9,000 things wanted in a home.
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Homes Made of Glass

Why have your home made of steel,
which may wear out or rust out, and is
cold and relatively unattractive, when
you can have it made of glass, of any tint
or'ecolor, or any combination of tints and
colors, and so warm and pleasant on a
sunshiny day when the outside tempera-
ture is 13° below zero that you have to
open thé windows? The heating of a
22,000-cubic-foot solar house in Chieago
totaled $134 for the winter while across
the street the heating hill of a house of
exactly the same size ran to $240, or
almost twice as much. In solar homes all
_ the main rooms face south, behind an
expanse of clear glass, but a wide eave
" shuts out the direct rays of the high
summer sun and keeps interiors cool.
There are now about two dozen solar
homes, hospitals and schools in Chicago.
Thermoplane glass is used; it is double
or triple glazed, with dehydrated air
space.

That other article said = furniture
would be of glass. Maybe. But if what
the Du Ponts say about their chemical
baths for wood is true, and it probably

is, a new era in furniture is about to

dawn, The furniture will be of wood; it
will be light; it may be of any tint; it
will show - the beantiful grains of the
wood ; and it will be nearly as hard as
steel. The w ood, steeped under pressure
in a mixture of urea and formaldehyde
will not swell, will not rot, and is virtu-
ally indestruectible. In a few hours soft

" woods bhecome hard as ebony. The cost is

31c to 43¢ per board foot. Soft woods be-
come hard; hard woods become harder;
and saw dust and shavings may be mold-
ed into any desired shape and rendered
durable. It is probable that the new
woods will make violins to comnpete with
those made by Stradivarius. The soft
woods made hard by this process are
susceptible of a high ‘polish. A thousand
soft woods ean be used which were hith-
erto largely unusable. Enormous beams,
boat keels, arches and trusses may be
made from these new woods Many ma-
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chine parts may. be made from these new

woods. To burn through one of these new
woods with an oxyacetylene torch takes
almost twice aslong as to burn through
a piece of steel of equal size.

New Housekeeping Arrangements

When one rises in the morming, he
can, if he wishes, unscrew an electric

. light bulb from any socket and carry:it

all over the house, lighting his pathway
asg he proceeds from room to room. The
secret 1s the fluorescent material coating
the bulb. Doorknobs, electrie light switch
plates, tool handles, stair raisers and
other things can be made to glow all
night after being exposed to an ordi-
nary eleetric hght for a few seconds.
Dyed materials, such as earpets, uphol-
stered furhiture,.-and clothing, can also
be made to fluoresce in the dark. De-
tection of criminals is made “dead easy”.
Lamps may be had which are unbreak-
able; on others a meal can be cooked.

Most families eat eggs, if they can get
them. It has been discovered that highly
refided, colorless paraffin-base oil, such
as may be obtained from petroleum tank-
truck drivers, enables the keeping of
eggs at 31° for eighteen months without
Ioss of moistyre. The treatment costs a
half a cent or less per dozen eggs. The
oil dries rapidly and leaves no obvious
coat on the shell. Untreated storage eggs
seldom keep over six months.

You may, if you wish, hold your nos-
trils tight in the presence of the lowly
onion, but it has been found that onion
paste, onion oil or garlic ¢il iz a good
dressing for infected wounds. The paste
has to be magde fresh and used immedi-
ately, to be effective. This information
comes all the way from Russia. '

- Cancer deaths continue to grow by
leaps and bounds. There were 163,400
deaths from ‘this cause in the United
States in 1942, Experience shows that
many people do not wish the truth on
any subject whatever: many housewives

-would far rather kill their whole families

by cooking in beautiful aluminum cook-
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ing utensils than to have those same
families keep well by cooking in some-
thing else. See how the people stick to
the purveyors of “eternal torture”, “pur-
gatory” and other religious fetishes since
the days of Adam and Eve. Engineers

“ylaim that there is now no reason why

all garbage and ashes may not be with-
drawn from the homes by suction. Won't
that be fine?

What Work Will Man Do?

What work will man do in the post-
war world? A part of the answer 1s in
an article in the New York Times en-

titled “Magic Key to a New World ; Elec-

trons, called the rock bottom of the uni-
verse, have opened wide wvistas for
science and industry.,” Some of the war
uses for electronics are the location of
submarines, the guidance of gunfire, the
location of unzeen enemies, the sounding
of depths, the guidance of anti-aireraft
fire; hesides these things there are such
uses as wrapping, sorting, pa,ckaging,
heating, oil refining, opening doors,
broadeasting, televisioning, and, quot-
ing from the article:

It used to take hours and even days to set

" the binder that holds plywood together. Now

it takes only a few minutes. A dozen seams
are “sewn” in metal at a time, 1,800 “stitches”
a minite, In what is called “spot-welding”
the electronic heating devices do their work
before the whole mass of metal has time to
warm up. Ultimately eleetronic welding will
take the place of riveting in bulldmg air-

. Dlanes.

Suppose a kitchen cabinet is to be painted.
A kenotron is switched on, whereupon the
paint is charged negatively. The paint- flies
to the positively charged surface and sticks

there, So it is when dust is to be precipitated.

Charge the dust with one kind of eleetricity
and some metal surface with the same kind
and the dust rains down, to be carted off by
the bucketful. In metal-refining plants you
will see a foot-wide drum trrning stowly. The
drum is eleetronically sprayed with either
positive or negative electricity. So is ore that
i to be dropped upon the drum. Result: ten
26 °
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million particles that make up ten pounds of
coneentrated ore drop off, while the rest travel
on 2 little farther before they drop. You have
two neat piles—one ore, one refuse, It is pos-
gible to wring as litfle as-half of 1 percent of
tin from an ore.

What Else Will He Do?
If man can harness electricity to do

-most of his work (and engineers ex-

press themselves as alarmed that this is
just at the door) it seems that much of
the back-breaking toil is past. It will still
be necessary to have fuel. How will he
get that? At hand is a clipping from the
Vancouver Daily Provmce Jt reads, in
part:

New SYNTHETIC SIMPLE, CHEAPER;
WorLD FusL ProBLEM SoLVED?
New Process Turxs Farm, FOREST,
SEa Prants 70 (Gas, CoAL.

The process felescopes into a few hours,
with heat and pressure, what nature took
millions [?] of years to do in forming coal
and oil. . . . It will make coal or gasoline at
will from sorghum, sweet potatoes, cornstalks
and many other farm crops, from grass, leaves,
Irish moss, seaweed, algae, wood and sawdust,
Internationally, the process means there need
be no have-not nations in eoal and oil, pro-
vided there is land enough for them to grow
carbohydrates.

If it is going to be as easy as that, it
looks as if, by and by, there would be no
more horrible cases of miners’ asthma
(men with their lungs filled with coal
dust), and no more broken backs (such
as are cominon in mining regions), and
no more mine disasters. Well, let it go;
it is hard, dangerous work anyway.

One thing man can do is to “subdue”
the earth which the Creator made for his
eternal home. Pretty soon he will be able
to see anything he wishes to see any-
where in the world. Hundreds of people
in New York, Connecticut, New Jersey
and Pennsylvama saw the Teheran con-
ference without leaving their own homes;
so says a full-page advertisement in
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the New York Times. In this ease it took
a day or so to bring the films: but that
was a small matter, Shortly, microscopes

will magnify to 2,000,000 diameters. To
some that will be even more interesting
than Teheran.

1
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IN THE United States, in 1941, there

were made 233,693,602,000 cigars
and cigarettes, or 1,720 for every man,
woman, youth, child and baby in the
country; and on top of this there were
sold 342,427,000 pounds of tobacco in
other forms. Dor’t do any fretting about
how the Revnolds Tobacco Company, the
American Tobacco Company. and Lig-
gett and Myers are going to get along.

" In 1929, when they were just getting un-

der way in their campaign to ruin Amer-
ican womanhood, their net profits were
$84,406,254. If they were compelled to
pay for all the property their cigarettes
have destroyed, they would all go bank-
rupt. They are a curse to America,

In a single summer month recently,
and in a single day of that month, 381
forest fires were reported in Montana,
Idaho, Oregon and Washington forests.
There had been a great drought aceom-
panied by much heat. Now it may be that
all those fires were caused by lightning,
as claimed, but it may also he that ahout
380 of them were caused by cigarette
stubs that now decorate the landscape,
and are cheerfully thrown everywhere
by those that have imbibed the idea that
the first duty of every American is to be
a smoker.

To be sure, there are other fires, not
caused by tobacco. One of these is men-
tioned. by the Powder River County
Fzraminer, Broadus, Montana, as fol-

" lows: '
. A tall smoke plume west of Broadus Mon-
day evening brought visions to many of an
approaching prairie fire and the fire wardens

here were ready 'to man their stations. The

sheriff, Claude Anderson, drove west on the
highway past the Louis Monroe place but by
the time he got to Monroe’s the smoke had
vanished, leaving no trace from where it had
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. temporarily absent.

Montana, Idaho and Oregon

come, Later it wag learned that thé fire came
from the burning of 100 acres of volunteer
wheat on the Charles Jesse place that was
burned to comply with the AAA program,
The 100 acres, it was said, would have made
20 bushels to the acre. Newspapers in famine-
ridden China.please copy,

Politicians Must Eal

Americans should not get too angry
with the politicians. Remember that they
have to eat, and they feel that if they are
to hold their jobs they must issue orders
to the taxpayers that will make those
hard-working subjects of theirs realize
how essential they are to the sun’s com-
ing up over the horizon in the morning
and going to rest in tHe eveming. To be
sure, they make a slip once in a Wwhile,
All America (except the politicians)
langhed at the adviee sent from Wash-
ington, D.C., to an Idaho rancher who
wanted to buy enough waterproof can-
vas to make tents for the ewes while they
were lambing, that his request had been
carefully considered and it was advis-
able that he should postpone the lambing
until a later date. If his own mother
could have postponed his birth until
after the war, she would have rendered
a big aid to her fellow Americans. How
thoughtless some people are!

That ' politician could have learned
something from four-year-old Arlen
Beall, of Shoshone, Idaho. There is a
man with ideas, bhig ones. The grocer
called at his home while his mother was
It was Arlen’s
chance to help his mother. He would
make a cake worth while, And did he do
it! As was right and proper he called
in a little neighbor girl to give domestie
advice and assistance. Between them
they took a washtub and in it they
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stirred together four dollars’ worth of
sugar, mayonnaise, eggs, maraschino
cherries, butter, floor wax, pancake
syrup, and several pounds of freshly dug
dirt. Jt was a great cake, and it was
worth the price. It made Americans hold
-thelr sides all over the United States.
*And maybe, ecome 1o think of if, that
politician who wanted the ewes to post-
pone their maternal funetions was worth
the price, too, and for the same reason.

Bright Minds in Oregon

The bright minds are not all in
Washington, D.C.; not yet; but as fast
as they can get on the pay Toll they are
moving east. Meantime: they do the best
they can. At Portland, Oregon, the school
board decided that there should be no
more forums in the school buildings of
that city. The idea back of this was that
if things were discussed-somebody might

learn something, that is, have a change

of mind on something or other, and, in
their eyesa it isthighly 1mportant that
 nobody should do anything like that.
This is quite an idea. The first lesson one
might draw from it is that all schools

P

should be closed indefinitely. This would
prevent the children from having differ-
ences of opinion. Or, the children could
all be sent to parochial schools where
they would all learn the same things, but
which things will never be of the least
use to the children or to.anybody else®
but the priests. Is that what the board
wants?

At Portland, also, the manager of a
filling station accidentally hooked his
new air compressor to the wrong pipe
and treated the residents of an adjoin-
ing apartment house to something like
soda water fizz from their cold water
faucets. The trouble was soon fixed.

At Salem, the capital, some of the ex-
perts in the 256 sects that constitute the
religious business in America wanted to
know if they could get something for
their prayers for starting off the legis-
lature every day. The speaker of the
House told them, “We will pray for vur-
selves; there w1]1 be no. appropriation
for that purpose.” He could not sce what
advantage would come {rom- being
hooked up to their pipe. Nor can any-
body else.
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THE WATCHTOWER

CONSOLATION magazine is prioted

to eonvey to you, primarily, news items on

world events; while its eompanion magazine, The WATCHTOWER, is published as an
aid for truth-secking persons to understand God's Word, the Bible, and in particular
the present-day fulfillment of Bible prophecy, No other magagine equals it iu explain-
ing God’s purposes loward ereatures, and His making of a new, righteons world under

Kingdom rule.

The WATCHTOWER contains no advertising, but its 16 pages are devoled to
Bible instruction for your good. Adding to its value are questions prepared on each
paragraph to bring out the main peints and also making this magazine adaptahle for
family study. Don’t be without this aid. Upon recelpt of $1.00 it will be mailed to you '

twice monthly for one year.

117 Adams St.

B

WATCHTOWER Brooklyn 1, N. Y.
Pleage send me The Watchiower rcgu]'arly for one year, for which I enclose $1.00.
Name . Street
Postal .
City

Unit No. ...... State
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Martin Luther

EW men have created more excite-

ment in this world than Martin
Luther. Born "at FEisleben, Germany,
November 11, 1483; and died there Feb-
ruary 18, 1546. The Catholic Encyclope-
dia has twenty pages about him, and the
pages are big ones. On the first page is
an insinuation that Luther’s father was
amurderér, This is rich, coming from an
outfit that bas openly admitted that it
never hesitates to murder anybody to
gain its ends; and that it has been at the
bottom of most of the world’s wars for
the last fifteen hundred years is well
. known to every well-informed student.
On the last page, in a single paragraph,
he is accused of “unsurpassable and ir-
reproducible coarseness” and writings in
which “all eoherent thought and. utter-
ance is buried in a torrential deluge of
vituperation”. Coming from the concern
which publishes The Catholic Universe,

at Cleveland, Ohio, and which paper

managed in one artlcle to eall a Chris-
tian. speaker, the late J. F. Rutherford,
. eighty-three vile names, this is good. The
pope has explained that the Catholic
press is his “very own voiee”,

Turning away from the heavy eneyclo-
pedias (the Friiannica’ has seven big
. pages about him and the Me¢Clintock and
Strong has nine) the attention falls upon
The Story of Liberty, by Charles Carle-
ton Coffin, published by Harper & Broth-
ers, New York, away back in 1878. As
stated in the prefaee to the book itself
it “is a true narrative. It covers a pe-
riod of five hundred years and is an out-
line of the march of the human race from
Slavery to Freedom”. In it Luther is
mentioned briefly, and here he will be
mentioned briefly, too.

~ Tuther’s father was a poor miner, his -

mother stern, and his religious school-
master so hardhearted that, on one un-
" forgettable day, he whipped Martin fif-
teen times because the boy so hated the
catechism which he was trying to compel
him to learn. His father transferred him
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to a monks’ school, where one of his jobs
was to go through the streets early every
morning singing and begging. Martin
was a good singer, but a poor beggar,
and was starving and erying when a-
kindhearted woman, Ursula Cotta, made
him her ward, and thereafter fed him
well, while he continued his studies.

"He Comes Across the Bible'

The Knights of Columbus have adver-
tised that the Bible is the Wworld’s most
divisive book, but it wasn’t at the monks’
school where they had one in Latin, The
only one that paid any attention to it
was Martin, and to him it was the Book
of books. He made such progress .in
knowledge that at twenty-seven he was
made a doctor of philesophy in a uni-
versity. But he wanted to know God, and
to walk with Him, and so he followed the
advice and example of others and gaveup
teaching to become a monk. He entered a
convent, shaved his head, wentibarefoot,
and wore a hair shirt. The days were
spent begging, and the nights in fasting
and praying, and trying thus, as the re-
ligionists recommended, to get rid of his
sins. But he noticed that the monks all
around him were selfish and that the peo-
ple got nothing whatever in return for
their contributions.

At length he was. selected to go to

Rome to have the pope settle a quarrel

as to who should be head man among the
Augustine monks of Germany. It is a
long, lIong trip, but he made it and finally

_arrived at the papal eourt, where he saw

John de Medici, whose wealthy father
bought a cardinal’s office for him when
he was but fourteen years of age, and-
who was then living in extreme luxury
in the alleged “eternal” city. Martin also
saw the “holy doll”. It seems that “a lady
fell from the roof of a high building,
and prayed to the doll and the fall was
arrested in mid-air”.

Martin  got "around to one of ‘the
churches, of which the dirty city of
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Rome is full. He knelt (if you can be-
lieve it) “on the marble steps of the holy
stairs up which Christ walked when He
was brought before FPilate in Jerusa-
-lem”. He knelt on the lower step and re-
peated a prayer that would ‘take ﬁfty
“» years off his time in “purgatory”’. He
ihad gone up three steps and had men~
tally chalked off 150 years from the
“purgatory heat” when he suddenly re-
membered the text, “The just shall live
by faith.” Tuther didn’t like what he saw
in Rome, and when he got back to Ger-
many and found that the boy cardinal
had been made Leo X, he began to smell
the stink which has heen enveloping man-
kind for 1,500 years,

Tetzel vs. Luther

Leo wanted a new church that would
make people sit up and take notice. So
he sent out word to gather in the shekels,
and one of his salesmen of indulgences
was the fat friar of Leipsic, -Germany,
John Tetzel, who did an excellent busi-
ness. But John was robbed by one man
to whom he had sold the indulgence to
commit that very crime. The word got
arcund, and everybody but Tetzel
laughed. Meantime, Martin Luther, back
in his home town of Wittenberg, was
telling thd people that if they wanted
forgiveness for their sins, they could not
buy it, but must leave off sinning. Tetzel
and Luther got in each other’s wool,
and the fat was in the fire. Luther
claimed that Tetzel's indulgences were
not worth the paper they were written
on, and Tetzel built a fire in the market
place declaring his purpose to burn
every “heretic” that opposed his indul-

~ gence racket. He intended to burn Mar-
“tin as soon as he could.,

Therenpon Martin Luther nailed his
ninety-five theses on the church doors
at Wittenberg. These were published in
full in The Golden Age of April 9, 1924,
They cannot well be reproduced here, as

. they are of considerable -length, but

those who dispute the seripture that
“God only hath immortality” could learn
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something, if they will, from numbers
13 and 27 which appear herewith:

13. The dying pay all penalties by death,
and are already dead fo the canon laws, and
are by right relieved from them,

27. They preach man, who say that the
soul flies out of purgatory as soon as the
money thrown into the chest rattles.

- Then Luther had his theses printed by
John Guttenberg and circulated all over
(fermany, Threats multiplied; and the
more he was threatened, the more books
and papers he had printed and circu-
lated. Cartoons were used. One of them
showed the pope being thrown into the
fire. In an incredibly short time half the .
people of Germany were making fun of
the pope and had taken their stand with
Luther, The pope ordered Luther’s books
burned, and so Luther and his friends
burned the pope’s books publicly, and a
good time was had by all. The pope de-
manded that he be arrested, but nobody
would arrest him, or dared to do so. The
rulers put the problem up to Frasmus,

-and he said:

The eause of all this trouble is the hatred
of the monks and friars to knowledge. They
see that if the people aequire such knowl-
edge as Luther wishes them to have, there
will be an end to their tyranny and power.
If the emperor imprisons Luther, it will be
a bad beginning for him. The world is thirst-
ing for truth. Let the matter be examined by
wige men: that will be the best thing for the
pope and for all concerned.

Diet of Worms and the Bible

And so, without going into details, came
about the famous Diet of Worms. His
friends tried to scare Luther out of at-
tending. He would go “though there be

< as many devils in Worms as there are

tiles on the roofs”; and go he did. The
archbishop asked him if he had written
the books which bore his name, and he
said he had. The archbishop asked him
if he would retract, and he said, “I can-
not and will not retraet anything, God
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* help me! Amen!” That’s the way to talk!
He had intestinal fortitude and God did
help him. On the way back home power-
ful friends grabbed him, and, after a
furious night’s ride, took him to a castle
where, for his own proteetion, he was
made a friendly prisoner for months.
Nobody but his captors knew where he
was. Not even Luther himself knew.

The rest is easy. The Reformation was
on and Luther made the German transla-
tion of the Bible which is the authorized
version of the Bible in Germany to this
day. Since then the Bible has been trans-
lated into over a thousand languages
and hundreds of millions of eopies of it
and of books explaining it have been
printed, so that all may have them.

Jehovah’s witnesses in the Cameroons

LOOK at the map of Africa. The Guif
of Guinea looks almost as if, at one
time, the hump of Brazil had been ad)a-
cent to it; and some think that such was
the case. In the extreme northeast corner
of the gulf are the British Cameroons,
including Cameroon Mount itself. This
mountain, 200 miles east of the mouth of
the Niger, is 13,350 feet high and located
right on the seacoast, One of its cities is
Kumba.

Jehovah's witnesses are in the Cam-
eroons, as elsewhere, and are as much
hated and perseeuted there by the Ro-
man Catholic Hierarchy. We quote a
portion of an editorial from The Daily
Comet, published at Lagos, Nigeria, re-
ferrlng to an occurrence early in 1945:

We congratulate Mr. W. F. Newington,

distriet offieer, Kumba, British Cameroons, on-

the judgment he pronounced over the extraor-
dinary ruling of the Kumba Counecil which
ordered a number of Jehovah’s witnesses to
quit the Kumba township within two weeks,
gimply because they were preaching against
the Roman Catholie Mission fmd the Basel
Missioh. ,

“This ease,” obscrves Distriet Officer New-
ington, “this ease smells of religious persecu-
tion”; and our enly surprise is that any mis-
gion or some influential members of it, in any
part of Nigeria, could, in these days of en-
lightenment and eulture, engineer such scan-
dalous prosecution ; which, throughout ehurch
history, has never in one instance henefited
anyone, least of all the cause which sueh pros-
ecution was intended to serve.

The day is long since past when any church,
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could work into royal graces and employ
ecelesiastical pressurc to repress the human
mind to stagnation, pressure which in the
olden days made Guizot to state emphatically
that the Church has always sided with despot-
ism. . . . It should be clear that vain dogmas,
which are a menaee to mutual love and good-
will, are not what the world needs today.
The [teaching] of Christ is not meant to
afford a channel for the gratification of pri-
vate malice under the cloak of religion, nor
iz it meant as an instrument for the perpetua-
tion of intellectual torpor. The essence of
Christianity is true, but if its modern tenets

'sound strange, and those “modern tenets” are

eriticized in that spirit of frankness, that un-
divided sincerity which Christ so much ex-

- tolled, it is the solemn duty of every true

Christian to weigh and consider. Christ Jesus.
has ne room for “men of little understanding’”.

Wherefore if Jehoval’s witnesses see any -
truth whiech Catholies or any body of a reli-
gious denomination has missed, let them say ;
if ‘the Catholies find against Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, or any other sects, let them say as well.
Only, there should be no scandal; but cold,
hard and solid facts,

Whooping Clranes May Disappear .

¢ There are believed to be only about
250 whooping cranes still in existence,
One of these sustained a broken wing
recently and was sént to the Audubon
Park Zoo, New Orleans, for repairs. An
offer of $10,000 for it has been declined.
It is the only oné known to be in cap-
tivity. Several requests have been made
for its body, if it dies.

31



—rh*

Have You Found Real Freedom?

Nations war and multitades die «n d.esperate search for stable
freedom. Increasingly great is the desire for freedom by peace-loving

people. Yet all efforts by nations and men have failed to attain lasting

freedom. Consequently the i)iquii"ing mind asks:

t

- Where is the place of Freedom?
How can it really be attained?

N

If you are one of this fnquiring multitude,
then here is how you can find the answer, A
384-page book drawing its authority from
God’s reliable Word has been published and is
entitled: '

“THE TRUTH.
SHALL MAKE YOU FREE”

By sending for your copy and carefully reading it, you will profit
greatly, receiving the desired answer. It will show you how you may
gain lasting freedom.

4+

The book is attractively bound in violet color with a cover design

and title embossed in gold. It will he mailed to you postpaid ypon a
contribution of 25¢.

WATCHTOWER, 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y.

Please send me a eopy of “The Truth Shall Make You Free”, for which I enclose a
contribution of 25e.

Name : Street
. ] Postal
: City : : Unit No. ... State

-
b
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