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In Brief
The State/ Department and

S . Kennedy and Tyler Kent
: • That is a big idea the politicians
8 have, getting Catholic votes by turn­
9 .ing' over as many big political jobs as

10 possible. That is why Kennedy was sent
11 as ambassador to Britain. His own rela­
12 tives consider him a joke. He was a Cath­
13 olic, and so was Tyler Kent.
14 It used to be that 30 Americans were14
15 selected for presentation to the king and

queen of England, but Kennedy pre-'
sentedhis daughters Kathleen and Rose­
mary and two or three others. Kathleen
made wise use of her time. She nabbed
the Protestant marquis of Huntington,
son of duke of Devonshire.

Her pa was at Chamberlain's right
hand while that gentleman was selling
Czechoslovakia dawn the river, and as
soon as .the job, was done he confided
'to New York businessmen that Hitler's
triumph in the coming war was a fore­
gone conclusion. Then he resigned, as
was meet.

t One of his clerks was Tyler Kent,
educated in the University of Madrid,
and, of course, a member of his "chureh",
The state department, learning from
Scotland Yard -that Kent was crooked,
issued a statement regarding his activi-
ties which reads, in part, as follows: .

By his own showing, he had, while occupy­
ing a very special position of confidence
within the embassy, displayed a shocking dis­
regard for every principle of decency, and
honor so fa,r as his obligations toward the
United States were concerned.

This rascal had in his private room
copies of 1,500 private embassy papers.

.He had "the whole confidential communi-.
cation system of the United States". He
had "two newly made duplicate keys to
the Index Bureau and the Code Room
of the Embassy", and the papers which
he stole "covered practically every sub­
ject on which the Embassy was carrying
on correspondence with the department
of state". He got seven years.
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CONSOLATION
H.Allll in H is na me shall t ill' nnti uns hOJl(·." - M:ltth cw 1~ :~ 1, A.S.l".
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Why Pacelli Wants a "Soft Peace"

T '.tf: PUJWSan' al~\'a y~ much i,l~t(,rl' :'*'t l
III wu rs and t he ir outcumc. I Ill' p n-s­

e ut Pll ile is no exr-opt io n: In prncticnl ly
('\"I'I"Y wa r tho subjec ts of the POW' Iurht
(Ill hot b :-; idps ; so he I ll i /.dlt lit' (' \ \1, ..11,11
10 s how !<- lIl1l(' inl l'J"('sl in tln- 0 1111'0 111(' ,
though, li S the p ro fessed iu t her o j" { '11 th .

o lies he is s uppol'il'd to hE' \ '('I"y impurfiu l.
I1t ~ ha s :-:nid so on nuurv nn IIt'('ll s io n ,
e~ pl'e jtl ll ," \\'11(' 11 ('allg ht iuuu l'lllh(\l'r!ls:,­
iug' s ituntiun. The 11I'(' S( ' l l l JlOJlP, moro­
over, hus bcon culled t he " pO pE' Ill' I ll "w(' '' ,
which, it :-;(' (' 111 :-\, :-; ho liid no w Ill> nmcuclcd
to Iht! " popt' o r a sof't peace".

Havirur l' O Il IP a t la :-; t to u rculi zu fio n
th a t tilt' :-; i d(~ ho hns boon rn\'orill~ wns
I (J:-; ill~, t he "suft pcuee " :-;0 1l.1.\' ha s ht ~( 'n

1'1I1lg- by ~I r, Pacel li with hll ·I"t':I s ing
vehcmeneo. 1t wa s not so ln-Iure.

That tilt' lmhv-kill er Franco and his
re lig ions h;l{'ker~ were und u re F asci st :",
nndthnt they were uhly Sl1 llpu rh 'c1 hy the
A xi s purtners Hitl e r amlSlnssol ini, enn ­
no t he d Cll il·(1. ' 1'I 1C record is there. The
pop(' enlk-d F ranco the Il ut r-hr- r " tha t
illustrious chief" of Spain, who hud giv­
('II -unequivooa l proof's" or IIi I' "supreme
rel igi ou s" interes t. Hence Franco wus
given till! " pnternn l eou gru tulut ions' of
the (lope, wh o thus ack nowledged his fa­
the rhood . '1'1J(' JlOP t ~ /-;"t' ll!'l'olls ly over­
looked lcru neos killi nu or t ho usands of
inoffens ive Catholics.

Fr:m ('o had no "soft 11(':\('(''' fo r t h os(~

\....ho c! t'I't'lltl('c! til l' S pan i:-; h reJluhli c
a}.("u ins t h i:< hd rayal. ' (' (' II mout hs ltn er
tha t repu hl i(' had hl'l'n cOllll'l ptely tic,
strnp'd hy ti lt· ('Ollll ,i ll(·t! t n·:U'hl'l·y fir
Italy, GermOlI})" a nd P act·ll i, tOJ!;. ·th.~r

wit h thc a id o f ('('rta in inte}"(~ :$ ts in B r it-
J UL Y '1, l t04S

uin 1I11fl ti le' United S tu tes . t he re WP l"C

stil l ;00,000 nu-n a nd WOIlU'1I ill F'rnnco's
p r isons, while 1,:!OO.OOl.l WNC in th eir
~r:t \"P:<,

In t hose ten 1I101Itlls. i t wns est imated ,
4-0,000 cxecu nous ha d tuk r-n p la c-I' in
Madrid. Ih ' ti ll' ('I HI or the vr-ar t hcv WNe
still 1,000 'a month, a nd g-'a\'c a s i r iking­
proof' o f 1" l'm l('o 'l' " 1'111' 1'1' 11 11 ' n-li gi ou s"
in terest. TIlt' p r isolH'r s were shut at tilt·
Icustcru (' 1' 11 1 t'l( ~ I ' \ ' at dawn, and tnkeu
awny hy the lo rrylond . Somc t iuu-s t here
wt-re a s IJ1:Ul \" H!'\ fo ur IOIT v!o; \c!:< pe r tiny.

'J'hOIlS:llld ~ of men , Wl:UJ(' lI und chil­
d ren, ('I'ow,II·1I illtu p ri sons built to ho ld
Iewe r hlllHln 'f l ~ , l in·tl in 1'.':1 1' or s u ffr-r­
in g- t he slime fat e a s those who had bee n
ta ken to t he 1·;lI:<tf· rn C..meterv. S ome of
t he m W I'IT' lx-nt e n to death :~nd others
were uurroted . (h-rman ( i(·:<t:lp o ('011 ­
!oi tnn t ly (11l1 ·:-;tiOlH'I 1 them.

I,'mllt·o·s "supreme reliziou s" int erest
wus in full hannonv wit h th e sen timen t
expressed by thut emi nen t Frem-h Cutb­
olio Ycu illot, whose candor was unusual,
when he suid, " \\"IIt'n vou a r t! ti le musters
we «lnim )1\' 1'1",.1'1 lih(,,:ty rill' OIl I' :< I' I\"(' s. ill

ao-ord unee wit h yo u r p ri uci plcs ; when
we m-e the must e rs, in uoeordam-e with
our p rin ciples, we re fuse liber ty t o you."
Nice, isn 't i tt .

Heturning now to the pope, who up­
p roves all ti liH, hilt who now wHn ts a :-;0 ['1
p l·lIt'l) for tile :\'ar. i criminab. !Jon 't
hlame him ton ~ev(~ r('lv . H('llIl'lIl lwr hi !';
'"im pa rt ia lity" , or (' Ollj'St! , lu~ kllt'w t he
plum; upo n whieh II\(' " new o rde r" ('011 ­

h·lII l'!ll!t·cl hy t lie :\uz i:,; WH S 10 lit! ha :-:.t'tl.
H lit! a lHl h i~ !,art m'rl' (Iitlll"t ::;UC('('('d in
eanyillg: t!l t'lII O llt t ha t wa s not their

3



f'ault . At first everything seemed to be
going along- a ll ri ght, and th e po pe waxed
qu ite entlmstustic , forget ting that old
proverb of' 1I0ly Writ, " Let not him that
,l.{inleth on hi s armor boa st himself as he
that putteth it off." Or, as a modern
writer ha s rather qua intl y expressed it,
"It is bes t not to get too f re sh too soon."

Some R evealing Dispatches
Accordi ng t.o one "Revere nd F a ther"

Gee. Alfred Beck, .Iesuit, the Catholic
church s tood to ga in hy the course t.he
Nazis were taking. H e said, as repo r ted
in the press whe n they sta rted out, "Xa­
t ionul Soeinl ism is preparing the way fo r
the uni ficat ion of a ll Chri stian s in Ger­
many and is g rad ua lly sending all who
wa nt C h r i stian i ty to the Catholic
church."

'l'his t re nd was fa vore d in th e provi­
s ion, on October 2G, J !):~:i , th a t a ll Prot es­
taut churches in Germany were required
to fly th e swastika flag, but the Catholic
churc hes were not requi red to fly it . On
Novem ber 2U of th a t. yea r the Nazis
seized the fund" of' the Con fessional
( P rot estant} Church a nd Confessional
Synods, consist ing of volunta ry cont r i­
hutions hv P rotestan ts.

About 't ha t time, top, Hitl er had a
length y in terview with Count von Preys­
ing, the Homan Ca tholic bisho p of Ber­
lin. It WUH f'ollowed by a statement th at
"Hitler will lead t he p:i r ty along the path
of po sitive Ch ris tianity, a nd not a long
the f'alse path of an ti-Ch ri stian doc­
t ri ne".

On .lnne D, 1!J41, un edi torial appea red
in the T urin news pa per Stxuwpa saying
that German y and Itu ly were organizing
a new European orde r in confo rmit y with
the principles la id dow n in t.he encycli­
ca l ReruIII Ncoarum, to \vhich Pope
P ius cal led a ttention in his June 1
speech. I'os twur Euro pe, the ed itor ial
said. will he a group of s tates whose na­
ti ona l sent iments will he subordinated to
a g reater Eu rope. It u dded that the new
order was al ready being put in opera­
tio n.
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Von Papen, Hi tler's Catholic ambas­
sador to Turkey and the politician who,
more than any other, was r esponsible for
Hi tler's theft of power in J a nuary, 19:{a,
said, "The Third Reich is the first power
which not only recognizes, bu t which puts
into p ractice the high principles of the
papacy."

At the he/tinning of the wa r a di spatch
to the New York T imes f rom F'rankf'ort­
on-the-Main said, "The Ca tholic lead er s
of Germany ha ve been exhorting th e
faithful at home and abroad to do their
u tmo st in the fight for the ri ghteous
cause of th e German nation und er the
gu idan ce of Chancellor Hitler."

A "Pro digious S piritual Cure"
When F ran ce had been overrun and

P etain had been pu t into the po sit ion of
power, the pope's newsp aper, Osserva­
tore R omano, said of him :

Petain . . . the brave ma rshal, the good
marsha l who, more than any othe r man, seems
to personify the best t rad itions of his race.
I t is of this old octogenarian that the youth
invoke the renewal of their country with a
hap py intuition in that perennial youth which
th e religious, Christi an , Catholic fa ith of the
marshal knows how to guard to ohtain for his
sick country a prodig ious spiritual cure. Such
is the dawn of a ncw rad iant day, not only for
France hut for Europe and th e world.

Tha t was taking in a good denl of ter­
ritory, but indicates th e aims of the
pa pacy in conj unction wit h Germa ny and
Italy, to ad mini ster that "prodigious
spir itual cure" of which the "s upreme
re ligious" ardo r of F ranco gave adem.
onstration in S pain. A~ a s tart in th a t
direction a French pries t, Abbe Hober t
A lechc, caused the a r rest of mo re than
800 French patr iots during' the German
occupat ion, a s cha rged by ,Judge Doni so­
mi at Pari s, presid ing over an inq uiry
int o the acti vities of th e F'reneh Gestapo
in Paris. Al eche heard the confessions of
the polit ica l prisoners and others in th e
Frcsnes prison, and would hurry to the
Gestapo with the in formation he extort­
ed f rom his foolish victims.

CONSOLATIO N



The d issatisfucfi on of the F rench re­
sista nce movements wit h the attit ude of
the priest s during the German occupa­
tion was shown in comment on dec lurn­
t iona hy the pope. They suid , " We wish
the pope hnd taken hi!' s ta nd dur-ing the
shameful yea rs ami do ne h is denouncing
then. 1t is pain ful to think t hut the
church left th a t tusk to others who were
more o h s c u r e a nd wlto lacked th e
ch urch's autho rit y . .. "

T hat was p uttin g- things mild ly, hut
put th e pope on t he spot when he wns
t rying' to r-ruwfl sh while at the same t ime
gentl )' hint ing th at n !'ol't peace was the
Chri st inn thing to hand out to the Naais.

"Father' Hichurd Ft'lix, O.KB., of
Concept ion, ) [ 0 . , who be lieves that the
1U0s t effeefive a rgument in an swer to one
who do t's not agree with you is to g ive
him a stinging hlow in the face , knock
him clown. or see that he wenrs the
s t r ipes of a convict, expla ined why H it­
ler was not excommunicated . He sa id :
"T he chu rch ba s not excommunica ted
Hi tler fo r the rea son that H itl er has
exeommunien ted himself long ago." This
wns hard ly in ha rmon v with th e fore­
going' fllet~, und over!l)()ked that "touch­
in~ oecusion' when llitler und (Iocbbel e
a ttended S t. l}('dwi,g':-; euthedral for the
"requiem m a ss" 0 11 belml f of the soul of
M n r~ lm l Pil sudski. Both s tood a t the ele­
vat ion of the wa fer.

Cat holies in German y d id not suffe r
under Hitler, a nd t ill' Jll~pe wa s aware of
Hitle r's Ia vornhle atti tude, sn wh y ex­
eommuuiento him! The edi tor-in-chief of
the ~1 lU.lrid Alcazar, Sefior Casn riego,
1Il111lp the stntcmcnt :

There lire 30 million Catholics living in the
Th ird Reich , uud ill a ll cities all the Catholic
churches are upon the en ti re day. I n Berlin's
cath edral, we Hpanish journalists attend ed a
solemn high muse.. e rtcr which a Domin ican
priest p reach ed a sermo n lasfing nearl y nil
hour. In Berlin's s ixty Catholic churches... and
in thousa nds of others throughout Cormany,
cxuet fy simila r services were taki ng place at
the same t ime. Later on, in the occupied SI.-'C­

tion or F ran ce, we saw poste rs, placed by the

.,jULY la. lM~

military authoriti es at the doers o[ numerous
churches, an nouncing the hou rs or masses for
the soldiers of the garrison. Orent care is tnk­
en that soldier'S attend church service rcgu ­
Iarly.

Tha t sta tement is in full harmony with
one tha t np poa rcd in the Sun A ntoni o
Light fo r .Iunuary 21, 1945, honded "He­
Iigious It ems Fill Xuai Homes". It sa id :

American soldiers who invaded Germany
found rosaries all over t he 1'131'(', and reh­
gtous statuettes ill every room of the homes
the German occupants had lied, Chief War­
ran t Offi cer Wall y Gursch •• • informs his
pa ren ts . .• ill a lett er ,

Churches us A rsenals
Some will contend that the use of

church es in Italy as arsena ls shows that
the Nasi s were lacking in respect Ior the
church. But th a t conclus ion does not Iol ­
low. It is not unus ua l Ior Ca thol ic
chu rches to he so used . It was done ex­
tensively in Spa in, a nd it accoun ts for
the fact t hat so many nuns and priests
los t th eir lives in the S panish Civil 'Ya r.
It was a case of kill or he kill ed with
their am muni tion.

Incidentally, mention ma y 110 made of
the bomb caches seized in Colombi a early
thi s yea r. Seve ral hundred homemade
ha nd ~reJladl's WN e found in sacks he­
side the org-an in the BOj.:'utll ca thed ra l,
ready for use. When ca ug-ht with the
goods, th e archbi shop sa id that he was
"painfully su rp ri sed", which wa s doubt­
less t rue. Archbishops ha ve a nea t way
of get ting out of scra pes of th is kind.
The one at Bogota even ueeompa nied the
police to the ca thed ra l, knowing th ey
would go there a nyway.

T he foregoi ng proves agai n tha t out­
ward uppeurnnces am often deceiving.
In neith er case wa s the presence of urn­
munition, etc., in the churches re veal ed
unti l it was d iscovered II\' othe rs tha n the
church a utho rities themselve s. Draw
your own co nclus ions. 11 S(~CJIIS to sug­
gest tha t t he "soft peace" idea. like the
proposition of liberty, works only one
way. It is like sa ying, " When you are the
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winners we claim a soft peace for our­
selves, in accordance with your princi­
pies; when we are the winners, in accord­
anee with our principles, we deny it to
you." Which brings us back to our theme.

I" Not only does Pacelli sing for a soft
n>eace for the Nazi criminals. but his
"fellow rellgio"nists sing the same song.
With due caution we look into the say­
ings of the "Rt. R-ev." Msgr. Fulton J.
Sheen, who certainly must know the
mind of the Hierarchy and its head. He
said, in a broadcast over NBC, Sunday,
February 4, 1945:

Youmust love your enemy as you love your­
self. Does that meanthat you must love Hitler
as you love yourself . . , ? It means just that.

Presumably Americans could not love
their enemies as Franco, with his "su­
preme religious" sensibilities, loved his
enemies. Or perhaps one does not prop­
erly understand Hierarchy.reasoning. If
that is the case it isn't because they
haven't made themselves clear in the
past. Remember Veuillot, and you will
understand it perfectly. "Heads, I win;
tails, you lose!" Monsignor sure preached
a touching sermon, but those who re­
member Hierarchy persecutions of the

. past and the present will not be deceived.
Let the other side of the picture ap­

pear, and keep things in focus. Hear the
German archbishop of Muenster, Count
von Galen, reputed "foe" of the .Nazis.
He said, "The German 'people must con­
sider the Allies as enemies and take it
for granted that you regard them as
such. I hope the future will bring a time
when we are all good neighbors. But that
will be a long time away. Maybe it will
be possible in 65 years." That would give
the Germans .an opportunity to try once
more to unify the world in harmony with
the principles of the papacy, as they at­
tempted .to do in the last six years.
The report states that the interview
with this representative of the Hier­
archy was, conducted standing. Evident­
ly the archbishop did not love his ene­
mies sufficiently to offer them a seat.
Americans, with characteristic softness
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(suspected by some to be softness in
the head), dined with Nazi leaders until
Eisenhower, feeling justly indignant;
put a stop to it.

Nor did the Nazis show any love for
their enemies, in spite of the "Christian"
program which they were supposed to
be following, 'as laid down by thepa­
paey, The atrocious treatment accorded
their victims is well known, and Conso­
lation here spares its readers a repeti­
tion. One item, however, will be men­
tioned as summing up the story fittingly.

Two hundred and fifty children lib­
erated by the Red Army from a German
slave camp near Lodz, Poland, recently
arrived in Kiev. They were all that sur­
vived of more than a thousand children
taken to the camp. The little captives
related with horror what their experi­
ences had been. They were driven to .
work and fed on starvation rations.
Many died of starvation, exhaustion,
and beatings. Anyone with an ounce of
manhood would want to be shot rather
than lend himself to such treatment of
children.'

Another, archbishop sang the song of
a soft peace quite poetically. It was a
"prayer", published in the papers, and
apparently intended for the eyes of the
people rather than the ears of-God. The
archbishop offered it from the throne,
instead of to tile Throne. He said,
among other things,

Grant that in victory we not offend thy
justice by revenge, sinning against mercy
[like Franco] by hate, destroying also OUf­

selves,
The prayer was read from the pulpit

in the cathedral at ever.y mass. A mem­
ber of the cathedral staff, preaching at
solemn mass, asked "merciful judgment"
for the conquered countries. Said he,
"Our attitude toward the average per-"
son in the conquered countries should be
.one of Christian consideration and com­
passion." He quoted the spurious text
crediting Jesus with the words, "Fa­
ther, forgive them, for they know not
what they do." Jesus never uttered them.

CONSOLATION



EosternChurehes Make Statement
Charging the Vatican with seeking to

shield the Nazis, representatives of the
Eastern Churches met in Moscow and
issued. the following statement ad­
dressed to the people of the world; on
February 10:

In view of the present international situa­
tion representatives of the Orthodox church
present at the Soborfehurch congress) raise
their voices against those, the Vatican espe­
cially, who try to protect Hitlerite Germany
from responsibility for crimes committed by
her and ask forgiveness for Fascists who
spilled the blood of innocent victims all over
Europe.
'Some of the erstwhile Protestant

churches are also waking slightly.
The Atlanta Baptist Ministers Con­

ference in February demanded an in-

They are not in' the oldest manuscripts.
Even so, such sentiments would hardly
apply to the Nazis. They knew what they
were doing.

saw the pope as the "Nazis' Mouthpiece",
and offered no apologies. Russia's stand
on the Polish qu~stion is greatly influ­
enced by its suspicion of the Vatican.
The Red Star, Russian paper, said,

Constant Needling The Vatican's anti-Soviet campaign on the
The constant needling of the pope and Polish question is being carried on by the

his assistants for a "soft peace" is de- . Catholic press in England. and the United
signed to get under the skin of those con- States.
cerned, and particularly now that the Nor can one blame Russia for being
pope or his representative is not hav- suspicious, even though that suspicion
inga part in the visible peace negotia- . may take on aspects which it may be
tions. The archbishop just referred to, hard for Americans to understand. It
Francis Spellman, was slated to be the was not a little disconcerting to have

.pope's "peace envoy" at postwar peace the Russian ambassador Andrei Gromy-
parleys, if the pope should be invited to ko call at the state department and de­
participate, officially or indirectly. His mand to see the body of President Roose­
indirect efforts would be through con- velt before its interment. But the re­
tact with the most important United'Na- quest could not be granted. No one had
tions' leaders. '. seen the dead president in his 'coffin,

The archbishop is a great admirer of once the lid was closed, which was done
the pope, according to reports. He privately. Others besides the Russian

. thinks the pope "parallels Christ", in the ambassador have wondered about this.
following inordinate words of flattery: It was all rather unusual. But Andrei

No robust physical stature nor strong "Gromykc was not satisfied to accept the
broad shoulders has the pope to bear the refusal. He insisted that the message
sorrows of the world, but the Christlike from his government requesting the
figure, Christlike shoulders, and above. all, a viewing of -the body be signed, so that
Christlike sanctity and sIlirit seem to eharac- he could be seen to have done his duty.
terize him. It is Impossible for me to see him It was signed.
without identifying or rather paralleling his
life with the life of Christ-arid the cross of

.Christ, and today he reminds me of the
wounded Christ.

Aside from the fact that no one knows
anything about the figure or shoulders
of 'Christ, the foregoing words, in their
obsequious flattery, are but another
boot for the "soft peace" propaganda.
They do not fit, in with the pope's en­
thusiastic endorsement of Franco the
Butcher.

Nor do these tactics deceive the men­
tally pubescent. Russia, which has suf­
fered so tremendously from Nazi, ag­
gression, is exceedingly wary of the
pope. Ever and anon some statement
comes from Moscow indicating that it is
not taken in by the 'drooping figure' prop- .
aganda, or anything else that comes
from the Vatican. Rather, the Russians
JULY 18, 1945 7



CONS0Lf-TION

The Archbishop of the Prayer
The archbishop of the prayer, men­

tioned foregoing, was highly displeased
with the statement of the 1,600 protest­
ing religious leaders, however mild their
protest. He could not let it pass. The

8

vestigation by the Senate of the govern- very next time he entered ,the cathedral
ment's relationship with the Vatican. he censured these clergymen, even
The resolution was signed by 89 minis- I though he had to talk to the Boy Scouts
ters, about it. He knew that it would get into

Establishment of diplomatic relations the papers all right, like his prayer.
between the United States and the Vati- (Peter never got his prayer printed in

... can was also opposed in a report pre- the papers.) The archbishop was really
hented to the biennial meeting of the' "mad". Said he:
Federal Council of Churches, represent- These self-styled super-patriots could have
ing 25 Protestant denominations with a benefited with the Boy Scouts of America
claimed total of 26,000,000 members in and learned the fundamental tenets of the
America. They did not, however, see any Boy Scouts, the love of God and country. In
harm in Myron C. Taylor's activities at the newspaper article published yesterday
the Vatican as President Roosevelt's 1600 men call themselves ministers and reli- '
personal representative, which began in gious leaders. They do a disservice to the
December, 1939. They wouldn't. They country and violate the Golden Rule. [Which
said : "We find it necessary to make a the archbishop and his friend Franco always
sharp. distinction between the Roman observe!]
Catholic ;religion and the political p0'Y- The Boy Scouts didn't know what it
e~ exercIsed.by the. R?ma.n Cathoh~ was all about, but they knew the arch­
hlerar~hyfor Its own InstItutlOpal"ends. bishop wasn't talking about Catholics.
They see men as trees, wa~kIng.. Anyway, the 1,600 protesting ministers

Another statement 0PP?SIIl;g a~y In,~ put one over on the archbishop. They
v<?lve~entof the democracies In a deal cabled their message to the big. three,
'YI~h either t~e Vatican or .any other re- where it would do the most good. He had
hg~o~sestablishment was signed by 1,600 to be satisfied with telling it to the Bo
religious leaders. The statement read, Scouts. y
In part: Th . t i S th A .It is tragically significant that when, in e pope IS suspec in ou meraca
1929, the papacy re-entered the political field t?o. The Ulster ~otestant recently pub­
it did so in alliance with enemies of those lished the following statement:
very cultures in which its church had thrived. The ~oman Catholic Church and its priests
As a political power it gained its first fatal are decidedly mostunpopular a~o~g t~e peo-.
successes in treaties of friendship with Fas- ple of Sou~h Amerl~a. One indication IS th~t
cist powers. Supporting Mussolini in Italy, a book written against t~e Roman Catholic
Dolfuss and Schuschnigg in Austria, Hitler Churc~ and the priests IS. an ass~red bes~­
in t}ermany, Franco in Spain, and Petain in seller in those lands. LeadI.ng; Latin Amen­
France, the papacy has thrown its weight cans welcome Protestant mrssions ... They.
into the scales of the present human struggle look upon ~d~erents}o South Americ~n. Ro­
on the side of the enemies of democracy. man Catholicism as defenders of a privilege

(And not mentioning the deal with rather than followers of a faith".
Japan, after Pearl Harbor.) The state- This statement was made by a Meth­
ment was directed to Roosevelt, Stalin odist minister, who also said, ''1 find my­
and Churchill. self doing now what in all these [35]

y~ars I· refused to do. [Preaching
against Bomanism.] I do it because.we
must win for ourselves the privileges of
religious freedom."

The proponents for a "soft peace" do
:g.otsee:rn to be popular: So the. Vatican
i:s trying to backtrack a bit. When Hitler



was wounded in the July 20, 1944, bomb
attack condolences were sent by the
pope. Thereafter Hitler was reported as
hiding in a Jesuit monastery at Salz­
burg, Austria..Three Jesuit priests re­
ported the matter at the Vatican. The
monastery. was made a secret refuge for
Hitler, they said. Meanwhile the Nazis
were reported as using a double for Hit­
ler. The London Daily Express said it
had "incontestable proof" that this was
.the case. The double did not have the
same size of ears as Hitler, which is said
to have given the secret away.

MU8solini's End
Hitler's partner, Mussolini, came to a

sad end. He had found sanctuary in the
palace of Cardinal Schuster, but was
suspicious and left his place of hiding,
with the result that he was caught and
executed. His remains were subjected to
numerous indignities, being kicked and
spat upon and hung up by the heels for
public contempt. •

But a mass was held for him in San­
tiago, Chile, at the Catholic Temple of
National Gratitude. Throughout the
service Italians present gave the Fascist
salute. The temple is said to have been
assaulted by "Communists", persons who
expressed their disapproval of the cere­
mony.

And so Mussolini and Hitler disap­
pear from the world-stage. Their "popu­
larity" had begun to wane, however, long
before they themselves were finished.
Their friend, Franco, foresaw the out­
come. A story in Time (July 31, 1944)
illustrates the point. It said:

An Allied observer, visiting the State De­
partment, graphically illustrated current po­
litical trends in Spain with a story about pic­
tures. The pictures were on General Francisco
Franco's handsome desk. A year ago, when the
obsel-ver visited Franco, there were three of
them, a large autographed photograph of
Pope Pius XII, flanked by large autographed
photographs of Hitler and Mussolini, When
he called again eight months later the pic-
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tures were still there. But when he went to
see Franco less than a month ago, two of
Franco's heroes had disappeared. Gone were
Hitler and Mussolini.

The pope's "new order" lies in frag­
ments. All he can do is pick up the pieces,
and save what he. can of the wreckage.
This he is attempting by holding out for
a "soft peace" for the aggressors. Some­
times the publicity given to some of his
agents is amusing, and defeats its own
purpose. Cardinal Faulhaber, of Munich,
for instance, was represented as about
the only good German a reporter met
in Germany. The story was given wide
publicity. But if he is thd only good Ger­
man, the rest of them cannot be consid­
ered as worthy of a "soft peace". The
cardinal is supposed to have opposed
the Nazis right along, but kept out of
danger. He did not get into a concentra­
tion camp.

The pope continues to put the Nazis,
Fascists and Allies in the same cate­
gory. He says they are all equally guilty,
and is planning a "holy year" for the'
"purification of the world" from all the
crimes committed during the conflict.
The last "holy year" failed to bring
peace or prosperity, but coincided with
Hitler's rise to power. The pope had a
lot to do with that development. And
still he sings of a "soft peace".

• • •

A Gooi Story from the West
• One of Jehovah's witnesses in a far­
western state was proclaiming to a fel­
low worker the good news of The Theoc­
racy as the only hope of man. The man
was so interested that, without knowl­
edge of the witnesser, he slyly appro­
priated to himself the January 17, 1945,
issue of Consolation. That interested him
so much. that he came back, admitting
that he had pilfered the magazine, but
that it had such a ring of truth about it
that he wished to know more about the
whole subject. Now the man who lost
the magazine is delighted.
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Latvia, the "Belgium" of Eastern Europe .

MANY have reflected upon the fact
that the Belgians are peaceable, in­

• dustrious and intelligent citizens of a
.~ fertile land, and yet they are not permit-
• ted to live in peace. For about two thou­

sand years Belgium has been a battle­
ground over which some paper-hanger
or Hohenzollern or Napoleon or other
monstrosity has sent millions of men to

. their death, and made it plenty hard for
the Belgians as well.

Latvia is in the same predicament in
eastern Europe, The Letts are also
peaceable, industrious and intelligent
citizens of a fertile land, and, although
the Letts have lived in Latvia for two
thousand years and have never tried to
overrun any other peoples or lands, their
land has been constantly made a battle­
ground by Germans, Russians, Poles
and Swedes who know that there is such
a thing as the Golden Rule but haven't
the least idea or intention of guiding'
'themselves by it.

The middle one of the three states on
the eastern shore of the Baltic sea, Lat­

- via, half as large as New York state, is
, twice the size of Denmark; or, to put it

in still another way, is as large as Bel­
gium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg
put together. The people are mostly
farmers, and considered among the most
progressive and intelligent in that in­
dispensable industry. Thepopulation in
1~35 was 1,950,502.

On account of being a Lt ern ate I y
"bossed" by the Germans and the Rus­
-sians, the Letts commonly speak three
languages, Lettish, German and Rus­
sian. A woman traveler describes them
as only a woman might:

As to dress. The men dress much 'better
than the women. For some reason the latter
are devoting themselves to hard felt hats of
uncompromisingly bright colors. And this
brings out the fact that Latvian women as a
rule have large hands and feet. Their mouths,
however, are generously medium and well
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shaped, The men run to bright colored raglan
coats, spats and high-heeled shoes. Their hats
are usually gray felt, and they always carry
canes. All Lettish noses turn up, and nearly
all Letts are blond and gray-eyed. .

Riga, Queen of the Baltic
It used to be that if anybody wished to

go anywhere in Russia he took the steam­
er to Riga, the capital of Latvia, and
from there went wherever he pleased, by
rail. The population of the city in 1930
was 377,917. The gulf in which it is lo­
cated is 100 miles long and 60 miles
wide and is frozen for an average of 127
days in the year, but the port is equipped
with great ice-breakers which smash
their way through ice three feet thick,
and in normal times the city is equipped
to do a great business in its position as
Russia's port to the west.

Deprived by the Devil of any sense of
sanity onliumor, the popes have attempt­
ed to run everything on the planet, and
so, in view of the present fact that 57..2
percent of the Letts are Lutherans, and .
only 22.6 percent of them are, Roman
Catholics, it is comical to read in the en­
cyclopedia:

About 1190 the Augustinian monk Mein­
hard erected a monastery there, and in 1199­
1201 Bishop Albert I of Livonia obtained
from Pope Innocent III permission for Ger­
man merchants to landat the ne}V settlement,
and chose it for his seat, exercising his power
over the neighboring district in connexion
with the Teutonic Knights. [Despite the pope,
the people became Lutherans anyway.]

'It should be explained that the Teuton­
ic Knights and Knights of Columbus
were evidently sired by the same father
and had the same mother. The Lettish
religious census above mentioned showed
9.1 percent of the population Russian
Orthodox, 4.8 percent Old Russian Or­
thodox, 5.1 percent Jews, and all others,
such as non-Lutheran Protestants, ete.,
only 1.2 percent.
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When Riga was functioning normally
it was the Reno, Nevada, of Europe. A
person wanting divorce went there and
established a residence for three months,
but during those three months he could
go anywhere in Europe that he chose. At
the end of that time he came back and
all that he had to do was to sign a paper
that he and his companion had not lived
together 'for a time, and the total divorce
costs were $40 for the attorney and $1.20
for court expenses.

As seen from the deck of an incoming
steamer, Riga is a magnificent city.

Some Events Since World War I
It seems not worth while to summa­

rize Latvian history for two. thousand
years, but on August 11, 1920, Russia,
which had been the ruler of the country
fOT the past 122 years, signed a peace
treaty with Latvia and recognized Lat-.
via's independence forever. It was good
that this was to be for such a de/mite pe­
riod, because Russiagrabbed·the country
again on June 17, 1940. It thus appears
that "forever" is a period of 19 years 10
months 6 days, Russian style. The hitch
in this case is that Germany has had it
since then, for a few months only, but
now the Russians have it a second time.
Just how long the "forever" will be is at
this time not known, but it might last

I until Armageddon, depending on when
Armageddon comes.

When the Letts had their try at lib­
erty, they did not get along any too well.
But who do, when they have been re­
strained so long l Years ago, in Wash­
ington, D.C., there was a little boy whose
parents were overcautious in taking care
of him. He was never allowed to play
with other boys; he might get hurt. He
was always in the care of a servant who
watched his every step. He chafed under
the restraints, and one day, when the
eyes of his caretaker were diverted for
a moment, the lad ran for liberty and
was killed by an automobile. '

So, when the Latvians had their spell
of liberty from August 11, 1920, they
JUL.Y 18, 1945

divided their parliament of one hundred
members into twenty parties, which is
eighteen too many. America has proved
that a first-class political fight calls for
just two sluggers who mean 11hsiness, or
pretend that they, do. When there are
more than two parties, democracy works
poorly. The ten women in the parliament
of Latvia were sprinkled around among
the various political organizations. That
was the situation in 1923. In 1934 Karlis
Ulmanis, who had been a professor in
the University of Nebraska, tried to
straighten out the tangle by taking
charge of the whole works. He suspended
the constitution, replaced parliament
with a so-called "state economic council"
and a state cultural council, and from
then until Russia's grab of the country
in 1940 it was an authoritarian or to­
talitarian setup.

Under the Ulmanis dictatorship there
were sweeping land reforms that broke
up both the Russian communal village
system and the vast estates of the Baltic
barons and the absentee Russian and
German and Polish aristocracy. There
was created an army of 220,000 small
holders out of these huge estates. In tak- \
ing over the huge German holdings the
Letts argued that they were entitled to
the land on the theory that-it had been
stolen from them seven centuries previ­
ously. This was slightly irregular, be­
cause the regular theory is that if some
hundreds of years ago somebody ob­
tained, by theft or murder or otherwise,
a title to land or a title as king or queen,
then it is their divine right to hold it
forever. "

Seventy percent of the Latvian people
are engaged in agriculture; they have
made a great success at it and have been
in great demand as teachers of modern
farming methods, the use of agricultural
machinery and fertilizers, and the stand­
ardizing and marketing of products. Of
course, World War II has upset every­
thing, but the farms and the farmers are
still there, and the future is still future.

Some odd items about Latvia are that
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wooden plows are still used to some ex- morning (why such an unearthlyhour I)
tent, or were in 1924; pretzels are ex- as his reward for committing two hun­
ceedingly popular end widely sold by dred robberies, of which two were one­
their mak'i,rs on the public streets; there man holdups of entire trains, and in­
are a doze'IJ. varieties of bread sold in the cidentally killing twenty-two of his fel-

, markets; and, finally, there are Dilling- low men. What he did looks like a small­
;ers there as elsewhere, and in 1927 one town show compared with whathas been
·of them was hanged at two o'clo~ in the done since his day.

••

\ Stirring Events in Utah

I T WAS but one Eve that God created
and brought to Adam, and God's will

respecting marriage was expressed by
His own Son and in His own words:
"For this cause shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave to
his wife: and they twain shall be one
flesh." (Matthew 19: 5; Genesis 2: 24)
It was Sarah that pressed concubinage
upon Abraham; it was Laban's treachery
that brought polygamy to Jacob. Noah
had but one wife; Shem had but one
wife; Ham had but one wife; J apheth
had but one wife. Lot had but one wife.
Isaac had but one wife. Joseph had but
one wife. Moses had but one wife. Job
had but one wife. Polygamists were not
to be made bishops (overseers) or
deacons (assistants). (1 Timothy 3: 2,
12) Jehovah God is represented as the
husband of one wife (His organization),
and Christ Jesus as the spouse of the
one and only true bride of Christ, His
church.-Ephesians 5: 25-33.

It is not denied that David, Solomon,
and many others were polygamists; nor
is it denied that' there have been, and
still are, cases where men have six fingers
on each hand and six toes on each foot.
So much and no more for the outbreak
of polygamy, which is never long out of
sight in Utah. Out of every 33 births,
17 are males and 16 are females. The
males are more easily killed. The sexes
were evidently intended to pair off, one
of each. In actual practice, polygamy
has brought no blessings to anybody.
Never, at any time, was plural marriage
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practiced by more than 3 percent of the
Mormon population. Harems or con­
vents were unknown in Utah. Where a
Mormon did have more than one wife
he had her and her children in a home
by themselves..

The Ogden (Utah) Standard' Ex­
aminer ,comes to hand explaining thus:

Apostle Charles A. Callis said that John
Wesley and Charles Wesley, God bless them,
in the spirit world are Mormon elders, work­
ing with Joseph Smith, shoulder to shoulder.

There is no doubt that Joseph Smith
was guided by unclean spirits, demons,
devils; and what else can be said fot men
who, like the Wesleys, spent much Of
their lives teaching the horrible blas­
phemy of eternal- torture! But it will be \
a shock to some Methodists (there are
20 kinds) to learn that the Wesleys and
the Mormons are now all Mormons
together. Of course, it is all pure non­
sense. These men are all dead, and if
they ever wake up, those who do will be
much ashamed of what they once believed
and taught.

Released Time in Salt Lake
Always eager to do anything it can

to destroy the American public school
system, the Roman Catholic Hierarchy
in Utah has joined with the Mormons
to "permit" high school. students to
attend religious instruction classes off
public school premises. for one period
each day. If the Hierarchy could fix that
:period so that it would take .. the entire
school day on each of the five days in
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the week when classes are held, it would
be well pleased. The tremendous illiter­
acy in Roman Catholic countries is
proof of this statement. The Protestants
are sore and will not participate. About
40 of the 256 denominations are repre­
sented in the strife.

At Layton, a few miles north of Salt
Lake City, the board of trustees met and
solemnly decided that if an American
citizen is of Japanese ancestry he may
not conduct a business 'in their midst.
They might just as well have decided
that he may not conduct it. if he has
freckles on his face, or if hehas red
hair, or if he has false teeth, or if he

. walks flat-footed, or wears spectacles.
Clarence Okuda, born in the United
States, moved into Layton in the spring
of 1942, opened a grocery, was refused
a license to operate it because his ances­
tors were Japanese, and was threatened
with arrest for operating his business
without a license. Can you beat that for
injustice and narrow-mindedness ~ He
sued for an injunction. What kind of
country would America be if nobody
with curly hair could be legally em­
ployed ~ Or if everybody must worship
the pope or starve ~ .

At Price, the other side of Salt Lake
City, on the Denver and Rio Grande
railway, were two boys each twelve years
of age, who were led astray by just such
intelligence as was manifested by those
Layton trustees. They set on fire the
home of a Japanese-American and his
wife, who had five little American chil­
dren, with just as much right in Amer­
ica as the youngsters who wanted to
burn them alive. The boys said that they
"wanted to help". Neighbors broke down
the doors and rescued tKe family from'
the flames. Within a month thereafter
the Salt Lake Tribune said editorially
of another case, probably in Salt Lake
itself:

It is reported and verified by bullet marks
that the home of a Japanese family, the head
of which had been interned several weeks
JUL.Y 18, 1945

ago, was twice the target of fusillades of rifle
shots fired from moving automobiles the other
night, the first at ~ 00 a.in.,and the second
two hours later. Only cowards, afraid to enlist
and fight for their country and for the main­
tenance of its integrity, would fire upon the
fragile shelter of a mother and five children
while the father is in a concentration camp.

The Home of Guayule and Scheelite. .

NQ, Mabel, Guayule is not a French­
man, and Scheelite is not a German. It
is nothing like that. Guayule is a plant
that grows in desert places in Utah, Ari­
zona and California, and is one of many
shrubs that can be used for making
rubber. When the plants are four years
old a tractor-drawn vacuum harvests
the seeds needed for the plant reproduc­
tion. Then the stalks are' cut and pulver­
.ized, When the pulp is moistened, the
liquid bearing the rubber globules floats
to the top. The rubber is then skimmed
off and cleaned, and the result is a very
good grade of natural rubber. So Utah
now is helping to provide rubber for
Uncle Sam.

There are vast mineral treasures in
. Utah. One of these is scheelite. This, it
has been discovered, is rich in tungsten.
Uncle Sam used 9,027 tons of tungsten
in 1937, and of that amount 5,527 tons
came from Burma and China, which are
not now able to ship any at all. Scheelite,
it has been discovered, becomes fluores­
cent when it is exposed to ultraviolet
light. It can thus be quickly identified.

.Uncle Sam has to have the tungsten,
because cemented tungsten carbide, the
hardest artificial substance known, is
required in today's activities for the
production of tools which can cut or
drill the very hard metal castings and
alloys so much used. There are 210
minerals in Utah, metallic and non­
metallic.

It has been freely admitted by Amer­
ican .statesmen that the National Irri­
gation Law of 1902, by which the govern-
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ment co-operates with the people of the
Rocky Mountain and plains states in
extending and building up a system of

•

irrrigated agriculture, had its inception
with the enterprising Mormon pioneers
of Utah.

-, Kruger National Park

1LOCATED two hundred miles east of camps where they stay overnight; they
Johannesburg, on the railway to may see families of giraffes, impala, buf­

Lorenco Marques, and stretching north falo, elephants, elands, reedbucks, steen­
therefrom 200 miles, and' with a width bucks, waterbucks, wildebeests, leop­
of about 40 miles, the Kruger National ards, hippopotami, kudu, warthogs,
Park of 5,000,000 acres in extent is the zebra, duikers, bushbucks, baboons,
world's greatest wild life sanctuary, tsessebe, jackals, and crocodiles. And
None may enter or leave the park with- when it comes to birds, there are secre­
out permits; they must travel by auto- tary- birds, guinea fowl, hornbills, hoo­
mobile; they may travel only on the poes, partridge, heron, and other inter­
1,100 miles of automobile roads; they esting forms of life seldom seen else­
must not get out of the cars except at where. The martial hawk eagle has a
the park stations. nine-foot wing span. The giant baobab

Motorists often have to slow down to tree, shown in one of the park tourist
allow lions to get out of the way; they guides, is not less than sixteen feet in
often hear them roaring outside the diameter.

I. I

Termites, or Wood Lice

TE RMI TE S, or wood lice, are often contents, leaving it an empty shell. If he
called "white ants", but they are not can build on a brick or concrete wall, he

ants, though they do have many traits may extend his tunnel (he always works
in common. The 1,200 kinds of termites in the dark) as much as two stories un­
do immense injury to man by the de- til he finds some beam that he can rob
struction of trees, crops, buildings, and from the inside.
goods. Among certain forms of termites In southern and tropical Africa, and
there is but one king and one queen and in Australia, certain species of termites
they remain true to the connubial at- build termitaria,as they are called, which
tachment for life, being fed and tended may reach to a height of twenty feet,
by their numerous progeny. Among with a basal diameter of twelve feet.
some of the termites, the queen may at-· These. are formed of earth particles
tain a length of four inches, and may lay cemented together and are of cement­
4,000 or more eggs a day, and many mil- like hardness. In the deeper recesses of
lions during a lifetime of perhaps ten these vast structures the brood is reared,
years. . and here the royal cell of the queen ter-
- The termite lives in the ground and mite is located. In the United States -the

works and feeds in wood. To get at the department of agriculture has estimat­
wood he thinks nothing of building ver- ed the annual damage doneby termites
tical tunnels of mud, excretia, saliva and at $29,300,000. They eat up houses, tele­
wood dust for as much as three or four graph poles, and trees, and, once they
feet from the ground into a wooden get started, are difficult to check.
beam, from which, if he gets the' chance, Like ants, the termites have workers,
he will remove most of the cellulose soldiers, chemists and carpenters, and,
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like ants, they may attack and have' at­
tacked humans that they believed to be

helpless and in their power. To get rid
of them, creosote the timbers•

• ••

The Special Edition Racket

OCbASIONALLY one sees special special edition in which the corporations
editions of big and little newspapers, which have beenldefended and whitewashed

featuring reviews of industry, holidays, throughout the year, and in whose behalf
anniversaries, and carrying advertising labor has been smeared, and for whom news
the total of which runs annually to hun- has been suppressed, can payoff.
dreds of millions of dollars. In Fact Viewing the advertising racket from
mentions these, after due.and proper another angle, that always interesting
mention that modern racketeering had paJ?er The Railway Clerk explains fur­
its origin in Chicago newspaper wars be- ther:
tween Hearst's Herald-Examiner and According to the U. S. Department of Com-
the McCormick-Patterson Tribune. After meree, all sorts of advertising have increased'
remarking that the sluggers and shoot- 60 percent over the "prewar level. The money
ers branched off into the liquor, prosti- spent for advertising would, if not so spent,
tution and labor field, In Fact returns to go to the-Treasury Department in taxes and
the newspaper theme with this one: would help pay for the war. What were these

The newspaper business, while pretending advertisements going to say if they did not
to be pure as Caesar's wife in its public rela- advertise to increase sales ? Well, you know
tions, privately admits its racket. For exam- the answer to that one if you read the ad­
ple, here is the November, 1942, issue of The vertising pages. They told how the dear old
National Publisher in, which Maynard Knis- Yo-Yo Company is helping win the war.
kern, publisher of Cranston (R. I.) Herald, Even for products not even remotely con­
says: nected with the. war effort, some eontribu-

"It is not too difficult, as every publisher tion to the war effort is dragged in by the
knows, to ride herd on advertisers •.. and heels to give the company credit for helping
corral them' into special pages, anniversary win the war.
editions, booster messages, congratulation The vice-president of the National Asso­
cards, flag-waving space, and the like. But we- ciation of Manufacturers wryly observed, in
on the Herald have always been opposed to speaking to a group of businessmen, that if
racket pages of this sort. . . . It seems to us this trend kept up, the boys in the foxholes,
that to prey on civic spirit; fear of public when they got back, would be forced to hire
opinion, or simple vanity, is a mighty poor a press agent to convince the public that sol­
way of conducting a business, particularly diers, too, had something to do with our
when that business is a newspaper." victory. '
. This 1942 quotation brings up to date the • • •

old story of corruption of the press which'· Fourteen Thousand Packing Cases
was given to the world in 1934-35 when the • When William Randolph Hearst
Federal Trade Commission published its 73 bought the Sacramenia monastery in
volumes of testimony showing that the elee- Spain, he had it taken apart stone by
triclight and power lobby (NELA), repre- stone, packed in 14,000 packing cases,
senting $10,000,000,'000, spent an average of and shipped to New York, where the
$25,000,000 a year corrupting the majority of cases are now for sale. S<1, if you wish
American newspapers. to build a monastery for yourself and

Today's bribery, blackmail, or racketeering, your family, now is your chance. The,
as it is known within the advertising and path of glory leads to 14,000 useless

journalistic professions, consists largely of the packing cases.
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. Right Use of the Bible

TH E true follower of the Son of God,
while always interested in all things

relating to the Bible, does not give him­
self concern in the matter of textual
criticisms which are leveled against it by
men learned in the world's wisdom. He
does not concern himself about those
much more numerous and harmful ''high­
er criticisms" which are made by the re­
ligious clergy, which clergy, although set
apart by their respective sects to ex­
pound the Bible, nevertheless spend time
in criticism professedly to make it clear­
er but really to destroy the belief that
it is the revelation of God to man.

To the disciple of Christ it is enough
that Jesus accepted the writings of
Moses, the law, the historical records,
the Psalms, and the prophets as a God­
given .reeord for the guidance and in­
struction of all His servants, not ex­
cluding himself. To Jesus .these sacred
writings were a treasure store of God's
revelation of His purpose for man.

Today the Bible is in greater circula­
tion than ever before. The Bible socie­
ties which exist to get it into circulation
are active in 'their work. They ardently
further their work abroad; and even dur­
ing total war times it has continued to
be the "best seller". Yet by the great
mass of Christian peoples, who-profess
to be guided by it, it is held in less esteem
than ever; for the critic has been abroad
in the land, with the result that con­
fidence in th¥ Lord's Word is very low
among Protestants as well as Catholics.

If it is objected that without "scholar­
ly criticism" we do not know that these
Scriptures, which we reverence and to
which we trust, are the same as those
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which Jesus knew so well and which He
took for His guidance, then let us answer
that the Hebrew Scriptures as we have
them, which contain the same writings
that Jesus used, are consistent with
themselves. There is no indication of
their having lost or gained in their long
journey through the changing centuries
down to us. The quotations from the
Hebrew Scriptures which were made by
Jesus' apostles and disciples in setting
the foundation of the faith and practice
of the church of God fix the authority
of such Scriptures for the church.

Further, the researches of men of
good-will, and even of those who have
searched rather to find errors than to
find corroboration, have only served to
prove to the follower of Christ and to
the lover of God that the Bible is singu­
larly free from serious blemishes which
might naturally. have so easily gotten in­
to it. To the honest Bible student there
is no' room for doubt on any matter that
is really vital to a true knowledge of
God's will and purpose.

To the old Hebrew Scriptures must
be added the writings of the apostles,
the whole making the complete Word of
God, which is to be received by Jesus'
followers now and ultimately by all men

.that live. Every word of Jesus that has
been recorded is part of the revelation
of God. Also the accounts written of His
birth and works, of His death and resur­
rection, are received as God-given. The
common trivial matters of the early
Christians' daily arrangements and of
their communal life were not necessary
to the faith and life of the church, and
are not recorded. .

That the holy spirit or active force of
God brought back to the apostles' mem­
ory those things necessary to be record­
ed and believed is certain. (See John
16 : 13.) The doings and sayings of the
apostles as they instructed the church
were made part of the revelation in or­
der to guide the church; and the whole
of such forms the Word of God as it
must be received, the Word which is able.
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to make a man wise unto salvation and
to make the man of God perfect in his
equipment for service. Besides this, it
should be understood that the Scrip­
tures are God's witness to Himself. Its
prophecies were placed on record that
when, in God's due time, their time for
fulfillment would come, they would thus
be a proof that Jehovah alone is God;
None other than Jehovah could foretell
the future; and there are thousands of
years between the prophecies and the
events which have fulfilled them.

How is the Word of God to be used?
Moses told Israel that the things which
he taught them about God they were to
bind on their hand for a sign, and have

• them for frontlets between their eyes.
How literally this was to be understood
is not certain. Israel was to write the in­
struction of Moses on the door posts;
that is, some reminder, a text as we
would say, was to be written there as
nowadays we have mottoes with Scrip­
ture words for hanging on the walls of
dwellings. But the Israelites were also
to write the words of the law on their
hearts; that is, they were to lay them
up in their minds so as to be able to
meditate on them day and night, abroad
or at home; and to preserve them by tell­
ing their children the story of God's
wonderful dealings with them, and of
all His goodness.-Deuteronomy 6: 4-9.

The Israelites in. the days of their na­
tion's degeneracy made a great profes­
sion of reverence for the law of God,
and with great ostentation wore their
phylacteries, with passages from the
law, on their arms and on their fore­
heads. But it was almost all for out­
ward show. Jesus did not condemn the
Pharisees for wearing a phylactery; all

He said was that they made them broad
so as to call the people's attention to
their claim to reverence for the law. At
the same time the Word of God was not

.in their minds, nor the love of the Word
of God in their hearts. The organized
systems of "Christendom" have made
the same profession of reverence for the
whole of the Bible as the Jew did for
His sacred writings, the Hebrew Scrip­
tures. But they have done exactly as the
Jew did. The religious systems of Rome
and of England have done little to ex­
plain or expound the Word of God.
Each based its claim upon the Word,
and founded its ceremonies and creeds,
and then expected no further light on
the Scriptures.

In later days, as Protestantism began
to be broken up into sects, more atten­
tion was paid to the Bible. In still later
days sects have arisen which have called
attention to certain texts of Scripture
and, by making "a belief" out of their
choice, have emphasized them. Thus it
has come about that with many there is
a much wider knowledge of the text of
the Word of God than ever before. It
is apparent that a knowledge of certain
texts is not in itself of service; indeed,
frequently such knowledge does more
harm than good, because pride takes the
place of a humble desire to serve God.
"Knowledge puffeth up," says 1 Corin­
thians 8: 1, and this refers especially to
Bible knowledge. But, granted a knowl­
edge of the truth of the Bible, and humil­
ity along with it, also a desire to glorify
God by means of .that knowledge, then
the more of it that Christ's follower has,
the better he can serve his Master. 'Thus
he makes right use of the Word of God,
the Bible.

Ie.

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is
sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are 'tight, rejoicing the heart:
the commandment of the Lord is pltre, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is
clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey
and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them

there is great rewara.~Psalm 1~: 7-11.
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Current Education

I N ITS survey of 7,000 freshmen in
36 American colleges the New York

Times discovered that 25 percent of the­
students did not know that Lincoln was

... president of the United States during
) the Civil War; 30 percent did not know

that Woodrow Wilson was president of
the United States during World War I,
and 85 percent did. not know that Wil­
liamMcKinley was president of the
United States during the Spanish-Amer­
ican war. Only 6 percent could name the
original 13 states of the Union, and only
40 percent connected Robert Fulton with
the steamboat or Alexander Graham
Bell with the telephone. Many had only
the haziest and most ridiculous ideas as
to where the various states are located,
what are the contents of the Bill of
Rights, or what Thomas Jefferson con­
tributed to American institutions. What­
ever else they had been taught, they
knew but little about their own country.

Those with their eyes 'open can see
that what is going on all over the world
is a campaign to keep the people in
ignorance of the things they have a right
to know. How apparent that was in Po­
land, for example, where the Nazi rul­
ers decreed that there should be no
schoolbooks in the Polish language; and
in Belgium, where all mention of the in­
vasion of the country by Germany in
1914was forbidden I The German author­
ities have said that they would make the
French people forget all .about the
French Revolution.

The teachings of the Word of God are
the truth, and the teachings of religion
are contrary and opposite thereto, yet
at a convention of educators of 30 na­
tions that met near Washington in the
fall of 1943 one of the American educa­
tors there present urged that the chil­
dren all over the world be taught the
basic principles of all the great religions,
such as Christianity, Judaism, Moham­
medanism, Confucianism, etc. The result
would be confusion worse confounded.
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Cut Out the Green Scum
A generation or more ago the preach­

ers of the world fell for the evolution
nonsense, which at every point is in flat
contradiction with the known facts of
science and history and devoid of com­
mon sense. Occasionally one of them is
bright enough to see this. One of them
went before the board of education in
Kansas City and asked them to omit
from one of their textbooks the instruc­
tion that man originated from green
scum. He said that such instruction is
"wrecking and ruining the morals of our
children", leaving them with the impres­
sion that they have no moral responsi- •
bilities. Quite true.

False teachings interfere- with true
teachings. In Sunday schools little folks
have beenmistaught that the literal earth
is to be burned up, whereas the Scrip­
tures say that it abideth forever and was
made to be inhabited, and that the obe­
dient shall remain on it. In Sheboygan,
Wisconsin, a teacher- properly calmed
the fears of a little girl about the possi­
bility of a comet's hitting and destroying
the earth. She went home and told her
mother the teacher had been teaching
against religion. The preachers of the
city made a big row,. but in the end they
signed a paper to divorce- religion from
public education and. not to interfere in
the conduct of the schools. If the preach­
ers can't help the teachers in any other
way, they can render a real service by
keeping still about things of which they
know nothing.. That would keep some
preachers quiet all the time.·

America is threatened with a big loss
of teachers. At the University of Cali­
fornia in three years the number study­
ing to be teachers fell from 1,393 to 325.
In a two-year period, out ,of 882,000
teachers 130,000 left the classroom.
Most of these were men; hence the bur­
den of instruction will hereafter fall
more heavily upon women than hitherto.
Even as it was before the war, women
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constituted 80 percent of the teaching
personnel. Enrollment in teachers' col­
leges has fallen from 175,000 students to
72,000.

Odd Ideas on Education
Technocracy seems to have the wild

idea that hereafter no education will be
necessary.' It wants to conscript all citi­
zens, male and female, all machines; all
materiel, and all money. It would grab
all banks, transportation systems, com­
munications systems, manufacturing in- "
dustries, mining industries, patents, in­
ventions, and other things too numerous
to" mention. It would abolish all foreign
languages and their use, suspend "all
dividends, profits, interest, rents, dues
and taxes.

Basic English is up for discussion.
Some think it is practical to boil the 600,­
000 words in Webster's dictionary down
to a mere 850. The Funk & Wagnalls
dictionary had it down to 450,000. That
is quite a cut, but still not enough. The
"New Testament" has been translated in­
to Basic; and the following are well­
known passages which anyone familiar
with the Holy Scriptures will at once

.recognize:
Let your change of heart be seen in your

works.-Matthew 3 : 8.
You may not be servants of God· and of

wealth.-Matthew 6: 24.
He is off his head and in great pain.-Mat-

thew 17; 15. " .
We have never seen anything like this.

• -Mark 2: 12.
A loud-tongued bell.-l Corinthians 13: 1.
Put up with the foolish gladly.-2 Corin­

thians 11: 19.
Be ready with the good news of peace as

shoes on your feet.-Ephesians 6: 15.
The substance of things hoped for and the

sign that things unseen are true.-Hebrews
11:1.

Do not put hands on anyone without
thought.-l Timothy 5: 22.

What credit is it to you ?-Luke 6 : 32, 33, 34.
Giving the good news.-Luke 8: 1.
The statesmen that expect to straight­
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en, out all of earth's tangles have some
excuse for wanting one language. At
present there are calculated to be about
3,400 tongues, of which only about one­
third have thus far been reduced to writ­
ing. It' is a good thing that they don't
each have 600,000 words. In any event,
it shows that the job that was done at
the tower of Babel Was a" good one.

Frequent attempts are made to sub­
sidize education. Some" politicians would
fain ·lay their hands on everything, so
that those that are convinced that they
know it all could write out from Vati­
can City via Washington, telling the
school boards what kind of teachers to
hire, and what to teach, just how and
when to swing their arms, ete., etc., to the
end of time. It's a big idea, but it's as
crazy as the ward that is given over en­
tirely to padded cells.

Upward Steps in. Education
Most folks are common folks; but

there are some prodigies, and they have
the same rights as others, though they
usually burn out early in life. Yale uni­
versity welcomed at 12 years of age a
Cleveland, Ohio, boy who spoke a com­
plete sentence at 4 months, read a book
through on his first birthday, picked out
a Listz melody at 22 months, and was
asked to leave the local graded school in
Cleveland because he asked too many
questions and volunteered too manyari­
swers. Other prodigies were Beethoven,
who composed at 10; Schubert, at 11;
and Richard Strauss, who wrote a polka
and a song at 6. Samuel Wesley played
the organ at 3.

The Holy Scriptures (King James
translation) have been recorded on 169
long-praying phonograph discs, thus mak­
ing the complete Word of God accessible
to all the blind who can reach the 27
libraries where the records are kept.
These records-are also sent through the
mails, to the blind, postage free, without
cost. Surely that is a big educational
item. The recording has just recently
been completed.
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The greatest educational work ever
performed in the earth is that of J eho­
vah's "faithful and wise servant", His
own organization, using the Watch Tow­
er Bible and Tract Society, looking after
the Kingdom interests and conducting

... on a huge scale the house-to-house min-
~ istry practiced by Christ Jesus and the

holy apostles and the seventy that were
sent out. Here, in the sight of all men,
is the visible proof that the second ad­
vent is an accomplished fact and that the
kingdom of heaven is really here, ruling
in the midst of the very active and influ­
ential enemies of The Theocracy. Others
can and do discuss the wisdom of such

•

house-to-house work, but the only people
that will do such work, and keep at it.~
are the ones that have done it for a gen­
eration in the face of hatred and perse­
cution, are still doing it and will do it
until all that is left of Satan's organi­
zation will be like Sodom and Gomorrah•

Anybody using only a part of one side
of his head ought to be able to see that
the Higher Powers are not nor ever were
Franco the Butcher, Salazar the Tor­
turer, Mussolini the Windbag, Hirohito
the "son of heaven", Pacelli or Hitler.

Anyway, the "faithful and wise serv­
ant" knows the truth on the subject. "He
that hath ears to hear, let him hear."

CONSOLATION

Not a Pretty Picture
Any way one looks at it,death is not

a pretty picture, and the loss of one's
powers as it approaches is not attrac­
tive. In the United ~tates, in the census

Mere Longevity or Life Everlasting

L ONGEVI TY is a great blessing, be- 30 years waste and repair equal each
cause it is a prolongation of the . other, but at 60 years of age the dis­

greatest of all gifts, life. But the Scrip- charge of carbonic dioxide from the
tures definitely promise everlasting life lungs is only about 1,000 cubic inches an
on the earth. The prayer that God's will hour. The reason assigned is that the
shall be done on earth as it is in heaven lungs have become slowly impaired
means that there will be an end to death through dust. The lungs were pink at
on this planet. "For the upright shall birth; in dust-free localities the lungs of
dwell in the land,and the perfect shall the aged have turned to dark-gray; in
remain in it. But the wicked shall be cut agricultural districts they have become
off from the earth, and the transgres- dark-greenish or bluish; in smoky or·
sors shall be rooted out of it."-Proverbs sooty districts they have become gray­
2: 21,22. black or brown-black. At 60, then, there

All are familiar with the fact that is less air inhaled; the breathing is
Adam lived 930 years, while Methuselah slowed up; the blood becomes impaired;
passed away at the age of 969, which was the propulsive power of the intestines
in the year of the Flood. These men were weakens; a portion of the urea which
contemporaneous with each other for should be eliminated is retained in the '
243 years, and, without a reasonable blood; the tissues degenerate as a result
doubt, knew each other very well. After of insufficient and perverted blood ; the
the Flood longevity was greatly reduced. heart loses its tone; the bones become
Of late there has been an upward .trend, brittle; at 75 there is a senile climacteric
and physicians not familiar with the and a readjustment of functions of the
truth are indicating that a proper age body, and then comes senility,and death
limit is 90 years, not threescore and ten. at 90.

The way they reason is that it takes
30 years, under present conditions, to
bring the human body to its full develop­
ment; at that age the normal discharge
of .carbonic dioxide from the lungs is
1,340 cubic inches an hour; for the next
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of 1910, there were only 40 persons 100
years of age whose centenaries could be
verified, and the ominous truth is evi­
.dently plainly indicated by the Encyclo­
pedia Americana when it states:

The unreliability of longevity statistics is
apparent when we consider that the largest
number of reputed centenarians are found in
countries having a large illiterate population
and incomplete records or no records at all.

The Encyclop(£dia Britannica .takes a
more cheerful view of the subject than
the Americana's position, that "the caus­
es for old age are insufficient sleep, im­
proper food, intense excitement and de­
pressing emotions", and makes some in­
teresting propositions from which a few
sentences are isolated: .

There is more danger of rusting out than
of wearing out, provided She body is healthy
and the mind is free from worry.

Retirement, often looked forward to in
early life, is a source of danger, as it may
bring with it cessation from activity.

Poverty, within limits, is an advantage, in­
asmuch as it removes the dangers of excessive
eating, particularly of meat, after the body
has reached maturity. . . . The majority of
centenarians have been small eaters.

Among centenarians women outnumber
men in the proportion of three to one. . . .
Children born between four and eight years
after their parents' marriage live longer than
those born earlier or later.

Something on the Other Side
With the waning of sexual power the mind

becomes calmer and more philosophic, so that
the limitations of activity are more cheer­
fully accepted; but fatigue is more readily
produced, ~emory, especially for names, be­
.comes less agile, and will power, like the gait,
becomes less certain.

This sortie into the field of longevity
WaS caused by reading in the Catholic
Herald of London that Guadalupe Sierra
de la Rosa of Manzanillo, Cuba, recently
died at the age of 148; that she was born
iIi 1795 and was never ill a day in her

,'life; never had a physician, and never
'JULY 18, 1945

took any medicine: She had 200 descend­
ants, helped with the housework every
day' in the' home of her 98-year-old
daughter, ate staple foods with a great
deal of fruit, and passed away in her
sleep. ,

If death has not meantime intervened,
Consolation's files show that George and
Elizabeth Goben, of Lucas, Iowa, are
now 98 years of age, have been married
83 years and have not been away from
each other a single day or night in that
time; that William Klinck, a carpenter,
of 4118 Reese street, Philadelphia, Pa.,
is now: 104 years of age, as are also Mrs.
Grazia Abbate.of 16 Spring stteet, Lodi,
N. J. (with 137 descendants), and Mrs.
Maria' L. Ferres, ·129 Herkimer street,
Brooklyn, N. Y. (who doesn't like war
news); that Mrs. Elizabeth" Nelson, of
Ballston Spa, N. Y. (who has so many
great-great-grandchildren that she has

. lost ,count), is now 105, as IS also
Robert Graham, of Toronto, Canada;
that John Ferguson, of Iberia, Mo., is
106, aI.1d so is Alex Lipen, of Chicago,
Ill.; that Dr. S. J. von Hirsch, of Oak­
land, Calif., is 108 (and believes in
plenty of walking, a cold bath every day,
a good nip of liquor now and then, and
kissing the girls whenever one gets the
chance); that Charles H. Benedict, Co­
lumbiaville, N. Y., is 110 and thinks the
world is going crazy; that Jerry Patter­
son, of Indianapolis, Ind., drives his own
auto at the age of 110; that Mrs. Anna
Wheeler, of Coxsackie, N. Y., works
crossword puzzles at the age of 111; that
John Nelson Ridgley, Portland, Oreg.,
likes such music as "Turkey in the
Straw" at the same age; that Mrs. Hen­
rietta Jackson, Fort Wayne, Ind., helps
with the housework at age 113, and that
Charles Parcansas, of New Orleans, La.,
is 136..Charles says that he was 51 when
the Civil War started, in 1860, and he
was too old for service. Though he says
he has had 17 wives, he has lost interest
in women since he was 122.

Maybe this is a good place to stop this
story.
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"I Dissent!"
Justice Murphy Stands Solid for Civil Rights and Common Sense

E- N ERG E TIC, clear-headed Frank
Murphy well deserves his growing

-, reputation as the foremost proponent
1of civil liberties ever to sit as a justice

of the United States Supreme Court.
Neyer in the historic struggle to pre­
serve civil liberties during recent years
has there been an individual on the Su­
preme Court of the United States who
has more consistently and courageously
fought for the preservation of the rights
of the common man. To a court that has
often lost sight of the dignity and worth
of these rights to the people of this na­
tion, his numerous dissents have- been
troublesome and annoying. But to those
who appreciate the necessity of molding
the law in conformity WIth the frame­
work of the Bill of Rights, his opinions
have been a refreshing source of reas-'
surance, One of his latest dissents, ren­
dered on May 7, 1945, in the case of
Screws v. United States (65 S. Ct. 1031),
rings the same familiar note that has
characterized his fearless stand for the
"inalienable" constitutional rights of the
individual.

The Screioe case, as the whole court
agreed, "involves a shocking and revolt­
ing episode in law enforcement." It seems
that one M. C. Screws, sheriff of Baker
county, Georgia, nursed a grudge against
Robert Hall, a Negro lad in the com­
munity, and had threatened to "get"
him. Screws' single-stranded courage
was much too thin,· however, to carry
out this threat. But when twisted in with
the frayed courages of two other "law­
less lawmen" and cemented with a quan­
tity of alcohol at the local saloon, Screws
found himself able to execute his threats.
Thereupon he proposed to his two col­
leagues that they go that very night to
Hall's home and settle their account.
Realizing the corrupt and murderous de­
sign of these men, the bartender tried
to dissuade them, but in vain.
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Late that night, Sheriff Screws, ac­
companied by his two companions (one
a policeman and the other a deputy
sheriff) barged into Hall's home with a
warrant charging him with theft of a
tire.' Seizing their. victim, they imme­
diately handcuffed him and tooJL him to
the courthouse, where they would be safe
from interference. When Hall, still hand­
cuffed, stepped from the car into the
dark courtyard, one of these three
"brave" officers leaped on him, striking
him a crushing blow over the head with
a two-pound "solid-bar" blackjack, The
other two men came to the "assistance"
of their ''brave'' confederate and the
three of them set upon Hall's uncon­
scious body witli fists and boots. After
about thirty minutes of the most bestial
treatment of which depravity is capable,
they finally tossed Hall's limp and dying
body on the floor of a cold jail cell. An
ambulance was finally called, but before
Hall could be taken to the hospital he
was dead.

Supreme Court Revieivs
Federal Prosecution

For some reason, not difficult to imag­
ine, the Georgia authorities took no ac­
tion against these officers, who had come
lamely forward with the obviously inade-

.quate excuse that Hall had "resisted
arrest". It looked as if they were to go
scot free. However, vigorous protest was
made to the proper federal authorities,
and, after thorough investigation by the
F.B.I., a federal grand jury returned an
indictment charging that the officers,
acting under color of the laws of Geor­
gia, willfully caused Hall to be deprived
of his "rights, privileges, or immunities
secured or protected" to him by the
Fourteenth Amendment to the United
States Constitution; that is, the right
not to be deprived of life without due
process of law; the right to be tried,
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upon the charge on which he was arrest­
ed, by due process of law and if found
guilty to be punished in accordance with
the, laws of Georgia. This was indeed a
surprising but effective way of getting
at these officers who had supposed them­
selves to be safely above and beyond the

'law by reason of their badges of office.
They retained legal counsel and defend­
ed desperately, but the jury returned a
verdict of guilty and the judge imposed
a prison sentence and fine on each. They
forthwith appealed to the .United States
Circuit Court of Appeals, but their con­
victions were affirmed. Then they took
the case to the Supreme Court for a
final review.

One of Screws' chief contentions be­
fore the Supreme Court was that the
constitutional term "due process of law"
was s~ vague and indefinite that it would
requife a whole law library to define its
exact meaning and hence it would be im­
possible for a citizen to know just what
was prohibited by the criminal statute.
A person ought not to be held crim­
inally liable, contended Screws, when it
is thus impossible for him to know pre­
cisely what conduct the law prohibits.
The majority opinion' of the Supreme
Court, written by Mr. Justice Douglas,
toyed with this contention at great
length, indicated great perplexity on the
matter, and then avoided the responsi­
bility of deciding the question by seiz­
ing on a technicality which Screws had
not even urged in defense. It was held
that the trial judge did not properly
instruct the .jury that it must find that
the officers not only had a bad purpose,
but also that they specifically intended
to deprive the' deceased of his constitu­
tional rights. This, held the court, re­
quired that the case be sent back to the
lower court for a new trial. Of course,
by the time the case can be tried again,
the witnesses,.if they are available at all,
will not be clear on the facts,and if is
probable that the officers will be found

_not guilty.
JULV 18, 1945
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Justice Murphy Dissents

Cutting boldly through this bewilder­
ing tangle of legalisms, Justice Murphy
filed a brief but clear-headed dissent,
landing squarely on the issue involved.
To him the reversal ef the conviction of
these criminals was a shameful miscar­
riage of justice tending directly to en­
courage lawlessness among those who '
are charged with upholding the law. He
did not permit the finespun defensive
arguments of the officers to becloud the
one central fact that their act was de­
liberate, calculated, cold-blooded murder
committed in' total disregard of their
duties as officers of the law and in de­
fiance of the United States Constitution.
Justice Murphy's dissent ably speaks
for itself:

. ,. Our attention is directed' solely to '
three state officials who, in the course of their
official duties, have unjustifiably beaten and
·crushed the body of a human being, thereby
depriving him of trial by jury and of life
itself. The only pertinent inquiry is whether
Section 20, by its reference to the Fourteenth

. Amendment guarantees that no state shall
deprive any person of life without due, proc­
ess of law, gives fair warning to state offi­
cials that they are.criminally liable forviolat­
ing this right to life.

Common sense gives an affirmative answer
to that problem. The reference in Section 20
to rights protected by the' Constitution is
manifest and simple. At the same time, the
right not to be deprived of life without due
process of law is distinctly and lucidly pro­
tected by the Fourteenth Amendment. There
is nothing vague or indefinite in these refer­
ences to this most basic of all human rights.
Knowledge of a comprehensive law library
is unnecessary for officers of the law to know
that the right to murder individuals in the
course of their duties is unrecognized in this
nation. No appreciable amount of intelligence
or conjecture on the part of the lowliest state
official is needed for him to realize that fact;
nor should it surprise him to find out that
the Constitution protects persons from his
reckless disregard of human life 'and that
statutes punish him therefor. To subject a

23



•

state official to punishment under Section 20
for such acts is not to penalize him without
.fair and definite warning. Rather it is to
uphold elementary standards of decency and
to make American principles of law' and our

'. constitutional guarantees .mean something
1 more- than pious rhetoric.

Under these. circumstances it is unneces­
sary to send this case back for a further trial
on the assumption that the jury was not
charged on the matter of the willfulness of
the state officials, an issue that was not raised
below or before us. The evidence is more than
convincing that the officials willfully, or at
least with wanton disregard of the conse­
quences, deprived Robert Hall of his life
without due process of law. A new trial could
hardly make that fact more evident; the fail­
nre to charge the jUl\Y on willfulness was at

, most an inconsequential error. . . .
It is an illusion to say that the r~al issue

. in this case is the alleged failure of Section 20
fully to warn the state officials that their ac~

tions were illegal. The Constitution, Sec­
tion 20 and their own consciences told 'them
that. They knew that they lacked any man-
date or authority to take human life un-'
necessarily or without due process of law in
the course of their duties. They knew that
their excessive and abusive use of authority
would only subvert the ends of justice. The
significant question, rather, is whether law en­
forcement officers and those entrusted with
authority shall be allowed to violate with im­
punity the clear constitutional rights of the
inarticulate and the friendless. Too often un­
popular minorities, such as Negroes, are un­
able to find effective refuge from the cruel­
ties of bigoted and ruthless authority. States
are undoubtedly capable of punishing their
officers who commit such outrages. But where,
as here, the states are unwilling for some
reason to prosecute such crimes the federal
government must step in unless constitutional
guarantees are to become atrophied.

Ina time when thick-skulled fanatics
are trying to stir up racial hatred and
destroy the constitutional rights of the
people, Justice Murphy's dissent is ap­
preciated and' respected by all freedom-
and order-loving peoples. .
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. Let Public Officials Take Notice

• Title 18, Section 52 of the United.
States Code prescribes that. a fine of
$1,000 or .imprisonment for 12 months,
or both, may be imposed on anyone who
"under color of any law, statute, ordi­
nance, regulation, or custom willfully­
subjects or causes to be subjected, any
inhabitant of any State, Territory or
District to the deprivation of any rights,
privileges, or immunities secured or pro­
tected by the Constitution and laws of
the United States...."

Although the majority opinion of the
Supreme Court gives Screws and his
henchmen an opportunity to escape the
punishment of the law, in construing
the foregoing statute, the majority hold­
ing is not altogether without merit, how­
ever. It holds that any public official
acting under color of state or muaicipal
law, who willfully deprives any person
(citizen or not) of his constitutional
rights, or conspires with others to do
so, is subject to punishment under this
statute. The court's opinion states:

'''Take the case of ~ local officer who
persists in enforcing a type of ordinance
which the court has held invalid as vio­
lative of the guarantees of free speech
or freedom of worship. . . . if those
acts are done willfully, how can the offi­
cer possibly claim that he had no fair
warning that his acts were prohibited
by the statute1 He violates the statute
not merely because he has a bad purpose
but because he acts in defiance of an­
nounced rules of law."

It will be remembered that the maxi­
mum punishment of this law was recent­
ly meted out to Sheriff Martin Catlette,
of Richwood, West Virginia, for his 00$­
treatment of Jehovah's witnesses. Cat·
lette v. United States, 132 F. 902 (1942).

Anyone having knowledge that a-pub­
lic official has willfully deprived a pet­
son of constitutional rights should make
a full report of such incident to the
Civil Rights Section of the Department
of Justice, Washington 25,D.C.

CONsoLATroN
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John Wycliffe .and the Lollards

JOH N WYCLIFFE (wik'lif) has been
called "the morning-star of the Ref­

ormation", as he was the one who first,
more than a hundred -years before Lu­
ther, prominently set forth those truths
which marked that mighty movement
away from the corruptions of Rome. It
is common to think of John Wycliffe as
a solitary figure, standing out from
among others as a witness for the truths
then coming to the fore, but he was, in
fact, but one of many who realized that
there was something distinctly wrong
with the state of so-called "Christen­
dom".Those who, with him, took a
stand against such flagrant disregard of
Christianity as was then manifest were
dubbed "Lollards".

• Wycliffe was born at Ipreswel, York­
shire, England, about 1320. He studied at
BalliolCollege, Oxford, and became a
master" or professor there in his late
twenties. In 1361 he was appointed to
what is called "a living", meaning that
he was given charge of a congregation
and church building, at Fillingham, in
Lincolnshire. John Wycliffe had ample
opportunity to observe the state of
"Christendom" at close range, for he was
also in intimate touch with the friars,
who were given the distinctive title of
"religious" as contrasted with the com­
mon people.

Having gained great influence as a
philosophical disputant in the schools,
Wycliffe now.began to figure prominent­
ly in the religio-political conflicts of the

, time, which centered around the pope's
demand for tribute. A little before this
he had been made "doctor of theology",
and, always conscientious, gave to this
trust bestowed upon him by the Uni­
versity of Oxford his earnest attention.
Among otherthings, he began to expose
the greed and superstitions of themonks,.
not without that keenness of satire
which made his speech and writing so
eff.ective.Theabuses practiced by these
''holy'' men had become sucha :public
JV.I.Y18. 1945

burden that the king himself took the
matter up and appointed a commission,
in 1373, with Wycliffe as the second
member named, to take the matter up
with the papal representatives. The
English were particularly disgusted with
the numerous aliens sent in by the pope
to take over the more lucrative jobs in
the religious business. The representa­
tives of the pope gave the commission
his word that the abuses would be cor­
rected. It soon became manifest, how­
ever, that nothing the pope or his rep­
resentatives said could be relied upon.
Wycliffe began to get his eyes open, just
a little more. Being an honest man,
Wycliffe told what he knew, preaching
at the same time the Scriptural truths
which began to stand out in clear con­
trast to the methods of the pope and his
supporters. Now, as there is nothing the
hierarchy of Rome so much fears' and
hates as it does free speech, it soon took
notice of Wycliffe's stand for righteous­
ness, and so summoned him to answer,
on February 19, 1377, to accusations of
teaching error. The trial started on time,
but the Lord was not unmindful of His
witness, and two of the men set to try
Wycliffe started to fight each other, be­
ing no less than the bishop of London
and the duke of Lancaster. The whole
assembly was thrown into an uproar and
the struggle spread to the streets out­
side, the people joining in the free-for­
all with keen appreciation. In the confu­
sion Wycliffe was carried off by his
friends to a place of safety.iand that was
the end of his first trial.

•
Another Attempt

The hierarchy in England now took
the matter up with the pope (Gregory
XI). He came forth with five "bulls"
against Wycliffe, three of them being
dated the same day, May 22, 1377. The
reformer was cited to answer the charge
of insubordination and the fav:odte
charge of "heresy". (The favorite an..
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swer to anything that now involves the
hierarchy is "Insult".) Before the sum­
monses arrived in England, however,
the king (Edward III) died, and Rich­
ard II was crowned in his stead. The par-

'. liament was not too ready to turn
iWycliffe over to Rome or to permit his
imprisonment. Hence, in February of
1378, a trial was arranged to be held
in Lambeth Palace two months later, by
order of the archbishop of Canterbury
and the bishop of London. Wycliffe made
answer by reading a. prepared state­
ment, but the proceedings were broken
up once again, this time without vio­
lence, the people as well as the king's
mother rising to the defense of Wycliffe.
The' bishop and the archbishop with­
drew in confusion, after having com­
manded Wycliffe to keep silence, an in­
junction to which he paid no attention.

It was about this time that the situa­
tion at Rome was getting complicated;
for, instead of having but one infallible
head, it was found that the "holy church"
had two, Clement VII and Urban VI,
calling each other anti-Christ, which was
true. Wycliffe pointed out that since
righteousness is the proper basis of
dominion, neither of the contestants for
the papal throne had any right to' rule.
He realized that the Higher Powers were
not unrighteous and immoral men.

Wycliffe's preaching was with power.
His pamphlets were sent everywhere and
his "poor priests", organized by him to
carry 'on an educational work among the
people oppressed by religious leaders,
zealously did their work They did not
look for money; in fact, the less they
had of this world's goods, the better.
Their course strongly contratted with
that of the "regular clergy". Above and
beyond everything else .Wycliffe did was
his publication of the Bible in English.
He and John Hereford had translated it
from the Latin, and some years later it
was revised byJohn Purvey, another
colaborer. Wycliffe constantly appealed
to the Bible. In one of his books he
quotes 700 passages of Scripture. No

26

wonder his preaching, writing and teach­
ingwere with power!

The First English Bible
Wycliffe's translation of the Bible was

the first English version, claims of hier­
archical' agents to the contrary notwith­
standing. Wycliffe did not translate for
scholars or for nobles, but for the com­
mon people. He used words they would
understand, plain, brief, and to the point.
Yet the spirit of truth shone forth from
it, and as men read it, or had it read to
them by Wycliffe's "poor. priests", they
felt they were hearing or reading no or­
dinary book. It was God's own Word, for
the first time available to 'the English
people in their own language. It had a
wide circulation. In spite of the fact that
it could be produced only in manuscript
form (printing was to come later), it­
went far and wide, throughout the king­
dom.

'Its cost limited its possession, yet
those who could not hope to possess it
might have access to it. Those who could
afford to invest in a copy would let oth­
ers read it. A load of hay was given for
permission to read it for an hour a day
over a certain period of time. "

There was, on the other hand, fierce
opposition to the circulation of the Bi­
ble. In fact, a bill was brought into Par­
liament to forbid the circulation of the
Bible in the language of the people; but,
John of Gaunt, a powerful prince, and
a friend of Wycliffe, sturdily asserted
the right of the English people to have
the word of God in their own tongue.

When it is kept in mind that it took
Wycliffe's copyists ten months to com­
plete a' single copy of the Bible, and that
one copy necessarily cost hundreds of
dollars, the fact that it was so widely
circulated stands out as remarkable.

It is even more remarkable that even
yet, more than five hundred years later,
a hundred and seventy copies of Wyc­
liffe's Bible in manuscript form remain.
They are the treasured possessions of
certain private and public Iibraries.

CONSOL.ATIO,J
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The preface of an old copy concludes
with the words, "God grant us to ken and
to kepe well Holie Writ, and to suffer
joiefully some paine for it at the laste."
And many who loved it did just that,
as will be noted as this story progresses.

Wycliffe's Last Years
While Wycliffe reached the common

people by means of his poor preachers,
his tracts and his Bible translation, he
appealed to the rich and the learned in
able and scholarly treatises, written in
Latin. During 1378-1379 he issued two
noted works on Holy Scripture, on the
church, on the position of the king, and
on the papal power.
. About this time he began to expose the

fallacy of a new doctrine that put in an
appearance, that of "transubstantia­
tion". This is the outstanding Romish
doctrine which claims to prove philosoph­
ically that the bread and wine in the
Lord's supper is actually, literally and
physically the' body and blood of Jesus
Christ. This teaching Wycliffe de­
nounced as "blasphemous folly" and
philosophical nonsense, which it WP.'l. It
was, in fact, the product of carnal minds
perverting the spiritual things of God's
Word.

But now the theologians were aroused.
William Barton, the chancellor of the
university, together with twelve doctors,
solemnly condemned what Wycliffe had
written on the subject. Wycliffe appealed
to the king, for he had no confidence in
the pope. But the king and his counsel­
ors, though in favor of getting after
the dissolute clergy and "religious", were
wary of touching the doctrines of the
church, which, however. incomprehen­
sible, they must profess to believe, or be
in danger of the "pains of hell" because
of "heresy". So John of Gaunt hastily
sent a message to Wycliffe, telling him
to say no more. The support which
Wycliffe had so far had from high places
now began to be withdrawn. The situa­
tion was :further complicated by the
Peasants' Revolt of 1381, which the
J ULY 18, 1945
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clergy were not slow to charge up to
Wycliffe. No connection, however, could
be shown. Nevertheless, the clergy and
the ruling class were drawn closer to­
gether.

Wycliffe himself was not interfered
with. His. influence was still great, and
when the House of Lords, in 1382, tried
to pass an ordinance against the poor
preachers, it was annulled on petition of
the House of Commons. Wycliffe's works
meanwhile spread to other parts of Eu­
rope. His Trialoqus was a sort of sum­
ming up of his conclusions. Four com­
plete manuscripts, produced by follow­
ers of Huss, are still to be found in the
Imperial Library at Vienna. When print­
ing was invented, more than a hundred
years later, it was his first work to be
issued in print.

Wycliffe died from the result of a
paralytic stroke, on New Year's Eve,.
1384. He was buried at Lutterworth.

The Lollards
The term "Lollards", which was ap­

plied to the followers of Wycliffe, was
not a new one. There were Lollards in
the Netherlands at the beginning of the
fourteenth century. They were a sort of
brotherhood that renounced 'the world
and its wealth, and the pope along with
it. Since Christ was poor, they did not
see why His followers should live in
luxury. As those who were benefited by
Wyc1iffe's labors held similar views, the
term Lollards was applied to them. The
name was first attached to them in an
actionagainst five of the poor preachers
by the bishop of Worcester, in 1387.

The convictions of the Lollards were
set forth in a document known as the
Conclusions of 1395. They asserted that
temporal possessions ruin the church and
drive out the Christian graces of faith,
hope and charity; that the priesthood in
communion with Rome was not the
priesthood Christ gave to the apostles;
that the monk's vow of celibacy resulted
in the practice of vice, and should not
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be imposed; that transubstantiation was with the Bible tied about one's neck.
a false miracle, and led to idolatry; that Truly, they suffered some "paine for it
prayers made over bread, wine, water, at the laste".
oil, salt, wax, incense, altars, churches, The clergy could not now wreak their
vestments, crosses, etc., were magical vengeance on Wycliffe personally. All

'. and should not be allowed; that no spe- they could do was to show their contempt
~cial prayers should be made for the for His remains, which they proposed to
dead; that confession to the clergy was dig up from their final resting place and
the root of their arrogance and the cause bury in a dunghill. The pope, however,
of abuses in pardoning sin; that wars had another idea. By a decree of the
were against the teachings of the Bible; Council of Constance, May 4, 1514, over
that the vows laid upon nuns led to child which Pope John XXIII presided, Wyc­
murder; that the worship of images, the liffe's remains were ordered to be dug
going on pilgrimages and the use of gold up and burned. This decree was not then
chalices at communion were sinful. put into execution, but after fourteen

The ''Lollard movement", so called, years, at the command of Pope Martin'
spread with surprising rapidity after V, the order was finally carried out by
Wycliffe's death. A writer, not at all in Bisliop Fleming, and the ashes of the
favor of the trend, said that almost ev- reformer were thrown into the Swift,
ery other man in England was a Lollard. whose waters carried them into the -

The ecclesiastical authorities met the . Severn, whence they were carried to the
situation with characteristic cruelty. seas. And so, poetically, the ashes of
Burnings at the stake became frequent. Wycliffe, like his preaching, maybe said
Possession of the Bible was the surest to have been carried to all parts of the
means of winding up on the funeral pyre world. .
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~ ~An Honest and Good Heart"-Luke 8 : 15

AN HONl<;ST person desires to know
the truth because falsehood works

to his inj ury. To first gain one's con­
fidence an d then to induce tha t person
to believe a false re presentation which
a ffects his liberty, property or life
is a work of f ra ud up on the pe rson
deceived. The orig inal lia r and author
of fraud and deception is Sa tan the
Devil. Ile has induced men to publicly
teach fa lsehoods which directl y affect
thc liber t y, p roper ty a nd life' of the
people, and thereby millions of sincere
though credulous pe rsons have been
deceived. Fal sehoods a re veiled for the
purpose of deceiving the people. A fa lse.
hood or covering is presented to the view
which hides that which is benea th . ~oth­
ing has worked grea te r ha rds hip to
more people than falsehood. Put ting
darkness for light, er ro r fo r t ruth, mi s­
re presentation for common honesty j that

ha s been the order of the da y. Nowhere
is th is so manifest us in the expressions
of r eligious orga niza t ions. Th e credulity
of men has been played upon by wicked,
scheming- religionists , using their spirit.
ual advantages for fleshly gain. Religion
has heen a fe rt ile breedi ng-ground for
liars a nd hypocr-ites. W a rn ing of this
was given by the a postle P aul : "Th at we
hencefor th be no more child re n, tossed
to a nd fro, a nd ca rried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
and cunning cra ft iness, whereby they lie
in wa it to deceive." (Ephesians 4 : 14)
The t raditi ons of men have never been
p romulga ted to teach others tlte t ru th,
hut rather to holster the totteri ng str uc­
ture of diversified creeds an d to sa tis fy
the sel fish lusts of a rroga nt, pompous,
presumptuous and ambi ti ous modern­
day Pharisces.- H.B.U.

King-dom Hall at Washing-ton, North Carolina

Th e Kingdom H all of J ehovah's wit nesses at moda te at I('R8t cig-hty perseu s comf ortably. The
' Va.'1hinl,01: on, X. C., w a a remodeled fro m a deserted above picture WIlS published originally in the
gas stat ion at very nominal cost and will uecom- State magazine for February .
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Kingdom Hall at Washington, North Carolina
The Kingdom Hall of J ehovah's , witnesses at modale at least eighty persons comfortably. The

Washington, N. C., was remodeled from a deserte d above picture wae published originally in the
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The Haunted Church Pillar

WHILE working from door to door
. in a very religious section of Balti­
more I met a lady who I thought was
definitely a "goat". With a stern stare

'.~ she came at me, "If you are one of those
.. Jehovah's witnesses, I don't want to hear

anything you have to say. I have been
told not to listen to you. I have my
church and I am satisfied." I asked her
point-blank, "What do you have against
Jehovah's witnesses 1" When she said,
"Nothing," I asked her what her church
had against Jehovah's witnesses. Think­
ing deeply she said, "You know I don't
know. What does our church have
against you people l That's somethingI
have always wondered. Won't you come
in where it is warm and tell me just what
it is about l"

This was the beginning of an hour
with her, and the' results were a book
placement, many more questions yet to
be answered, and an invitation to come
back. "Now you be sure and come back;"
she said, "because if I can't find Bible
proof for what is written in this book I
want to tell you about it. A Seventh-Day
Adventist called on me, but he couldn't

-answer the questions I had on the Bible
but he promised to call back. That was
several weeks ago and I haven't seen him
since." Upon assuring her that I would
be' back, I called at the next house.

A week later I was again rapping at
Mrs. X-'s door: Because of the rest of
the territory, I was convinced that she
was' going to be bitterly opposed. The
door opened and I was greeted with a
cheery, "Hello there; do come in where
it is warm." As soon as I stepped inside
she started talking, "Before you ask me
any questions, I want to tell you that I:
read that 'Truth Shall Make You Free'
book and liked it very much; in fact, it is
one of the nicest books I have ever read.
Now I understand 'trinity' and I would
like to go over this trinity matter with
you, but I don't have time right now. Can
you call back on me so we can study this
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together 1 I don't want to be converted,
but I love to study and you seem to know
more about the Bible than my preacher.
He says that 'trinity' is a ticklish. subject
and is quite a mystery. You say it is not
a mystery; and I have proved it to my­
self by reading ·this book, but I still have a
lot of questions on it. Will you please call
back on me 1" When she finally stopped
talking, I was so winded by surprise that
I couldn't talk for a moment. Arrange­
ments were made for a study, but before
I left she said, "You know, ever since
you left last week your face has been be­
fore me. I would be working around the
house and I would see your face; you
haunted me. I kept thinking about the
things you said about religion and the
Bible and then I would get the book and
read. When I lay down to take' a nap in
the evening I would see your face again
and then I would get the book and read
some more. I finished reading it, too.
I am so glad you came back. You know,
my sister told me not to let you in my
house again and not to read the book be­
cause I would get all mixed up. You
haunted me so that I just had to read the
book, and I am going to study no matter
what anybody says."

At the first study we went over the sec­
tion in the book on "trinity"; and toward
the end of it she threw her hands in the
air and said, "How do they get away .
with it f How can they. teach 'trinity' the
way they do 1 and why don't people real­
ize it's a lie 1" For a moment she had
forgotten that just two weeks ago she,
too, believed wholeheartedly in this lie
just because her church taught it.

After spending an additional hour
with her in answering questions she said,
"Then 'trinity' isn't the only reason why
J ehovah's witnesses are hated; 'trinity'
isn't the only thing they teach that is
'wrong'; and it is true, every word of
it. Look how long I have been going to
church and I have been chewing the same
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old cabbage for years." At this point I
, asked her what the Bible calls that old
cabbage, and she said, "Husks." She
didn't stop here, but continued. "My hus­
band is thoroughly disgusted. Just last
Sunday, even before he left the church
steps, he said, 'Why did I come here? He
(meaning the preacher) didn't tell us
anything we didn't already know. I'man
elderly map. and could have been home
catching up on my sleep.' "

Before leaving she said that it's a
shame that there are so many people in
the world who don't realize the message
that Jehovah's witnesses have for them;
and if they would only invite them in
their homes and speak to them for a few
minutes they would realize the big mis­
takes they are making. l'Why, there are
about three hundred fifty people that go
to the same church I go to and out of all
of them I bet I am the only one who
would invite you in." I told her, now that
she knew"trinity" was wrong, she could
tell her friends; Perhaps they would lis­
ten to her where they wouldn't to one of
Jehovah's witnesses. "Oh, I couldn't do
that f I am a pillar in the church; I am
Mrs. X--, superintendent of the Sun-

day-school classes, They would say I am
crazy and I'd lose all my friends. It
would be like throwing me into a puddle
of mud." I then asked her which she

.valued most, the friendship of God, the
Almighty, or the friendship of man; and
I quoted the scripture, 'A friend of the
world is an enemy of God,' and that she
'couldn't serve two masters'. With deep
thought all she said was, "Oh." I then
spoke of the friendship of the Lord's
people all over the world and told her
that we had many thousands of brothers
and sisters. .

I had one study with her since that,
but two weeks have passed since we have
had. that-the Devil has been at work.
Because of her boys' going into service
they find it necessary to move. They have
been living in that home for seventeen
years. Realizing th'e pressure the Devil
is putting upon her she is determined to
study, but not untjl she is settled again.
This, no doubt, will be a most enjoyable
study, because she has all the symptoms
of a "stranger", a person of good-will
who is seeking a knowledge .of J eho­
vah's provisions.-Margaret Geiselman,
Maryland.
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Twenty-five to Thirty Copies of Every Issue

PLE ASE let me compliment you on the
fearless standyou manifest in expos­

in~ the enemies of God and honest men.
I have read and fully appreciate Oonsola­
tion since it started, in 1919. It surely is
an instrument used by the Lord to ex­
pose the rackets of religious and other
racketeers. I place from 25 to 30 copies
on the street, and from store to store, of
each issue, and the people who read it
will continue to read it because of the
;news which it contains.-D. D. Reusch,
California.

(The writer of the above enclosed a
clipping showing that Archbishop John
J. Mitty, Monsignor Patrick G. Moriar­
ty, and thousands of others, including
bishops, auxiliary bishops, and at least
JULY 18, 1945

one vicar apostolic, were praying for the
success or the peace conference lJ,t San
Francisco. That's tough luck for the con­
ference. The pope prayed for Roose­
velt's health and he died right off.)

• • •
David and Ronnie Sorry for Grandma

• Last December, while another. pub­
lisher and our two small boys, David, age
5, and Ronnie, age 3, were waiting in the
car for me to return from the post office,
they noticed the holiday decorations, and
explained-to their temporary caretaker,
"We have told and told Grandma not to
buy us anything for Christmas, but she
just does it anyway; she doesn't know
any better; why, she even thinks there
isa Santa Claus."-HelenLowe, Indiana.

31




