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In Brief

- Jehoval’s witnesses in South Africa

® There is no report as to South Africa’s
ation. in the United Announcers’
Assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses (Au-
gust 9-13), but the following is of inter-
est as to assemblies held the month

previous: ~ :
Last month there were three assemblies in

Southern Rhodesia. There was one each for
Europeans and Africans at Bulawayo. These
served the witnesses in the western part of the
country. The other assembly for African
friends was held at Mrewa and served the
friends in the eastern part of the country.
These were the first assemblies held in that
country for some years. [The Watchtower
Society was banned early in 1941, and the
ban was not lifted until January of 1944.]
Although the police were in attendance, there
was, of course, nothing for them to do except
enjoy the meetings, and the friends were over-
joyed at being able to come -together again
in that way. During the week-end 50 witnesses
symbolized their consecration.

Definition of a Diplomat
¢ A diplomat 1s a gentleman who can
tell a lie 1n such a manner to another

gentleman (who 1s also a diplomat) that

the second gentleman 1s compelled to -
pretend that he really believes the first,
gentleman, although he knows that the

first gentleman is a liar, who knows that

the second gentleman does not believe
him. Both pretend that each believes the

other, Whlle they know that they are

both hars.-——Selected

Knows Lutherans Believe in the. Deﬁl '
¢ George B. Watson, of Utah, writes:

Was glad to see the correctlon in Consola-

'tz(m No. 641 under the heading “Lutherans
do believe in the Devil”. Now I am quite sure

you have it right, because recently I witnessed

to a Lutheran clergyman and found that he

really believes in the Devil; that is, he believes-
the Devil told the truth in the garden of
Eden when he said to Eve, “Ye shall not
surely die.” He believes nobody really dies.
And so, he thinks, all Lutherans believe.
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Freedom of Truth

T WAS raining in St. Louis. But a

great erowd had gathered in the
streets just the same, for the papers
had announced the armistice ending the
hostilities of the first world war. The
people danced in an abandon of feeling
before the Post-Dispatch building. But
the editor of fhai paper said nothing
about an armistice, Nothing exciting
appeared in that day’s edition. The
editor explained, “A comparison of the
news [of the armistice] with the map
made it perfectly apparent that the Ger-
man plenipotentiaries could not possibly
have reached the French border, much
less Foch’s headquarters.” He was right.
The real armistice was signed several
days later. The editor was not satisfied
with giving the readers merely the sur-

face of the news. He did not consider’

his job done if he printed only the
external facts, which might give the
reader a misleading view and not the
true picture. 0. K. Bovard was inter-
ested in giving them the truth. But he
nltimately loslt his job. The owner of
the paper and he had a difference of
opinion.

Says Frank Honeywell in Current
America:

In order to be news, “news” must be
true; otherwise it iy not news. “News,” dis-
torted, politically biased, temptingly featured,
gonched in language highpowered out of
proportion to fact, is not news. “Newspapers”
so de-facted are not newspapers. “News-
papers” demand freedom of the press.

‘He goes on to make a distinetion
between real newspapers and the so-
NOVEMBER 8, 1941

called “n(,wspaper% and distinguishes
the genuine from the {alse by puttmg
quoles around the latter, thus: “news-
papers.” Of these he says:

The people today are slaves of free “news-
papers”. They are bound with the chains of
fugitive fact, fantastic features, feverish
phraseology, fake “Finals”, flatulent “Fun-
nieg”, flippant philosophics, fervid fomininity,
philter-photography, Frenchy fiction, famous-
filmfolk flatieries, fashicn fopperiecs—all
forged and finished to the tune of thc fabri-
cated falsetfo that thls 18 what the people
demand !

What he says is more fact than faney.
The “newspapers” do give the people
everything short of henest-to-goodness
news. But it 1s these same “newspapers”
that do a lot of talking about “freedom
of the press”, which is all right, too, for
it at least gives lip service to that indis-
pensable freedom.

But these same “newspapers” have a
very limited eonception of the “freedom
of the press”, conceiving of it as a special
privilege to be employed to their own
advantage, their personal profit. And the
people esteem real freedom so much that
they are tolerating its abuse by “news-
papers”, at least for the present. And,
too, there are men in the newspaper
world who appreciate the real meaning
of this important freedom,

It is not so long since .J. (. Stahl-
man, the then president of the Amerlcan
Newspaper Publishers Association, ad-
dressed the assembled pubhbhers as
follows on the subject of freedom of the
press:
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Jts’ freedom, which is not primarily the
" privilege of the publisher but the prerogative
of the reader, must be safeguarded at con-
tinual cost and sacrifice against predatory
interests; political and private, by whom it has

been assailed from the time the printing press"_

'was invented down to the present day.

‘Besides saying this, he gave a rather

~high estimate of Amerleans and further
stressed the importance of freedom of

speech and of press, as follows:

[Amerlcans] bend no knee to earthly die-
tators but to God alone because we, as a free
people, have met and checked every effort to
thwart: or abridge freedom. Ail these freedoms
are lost without a free press. An unfettered
press is'the best guarantee of the preservation
of -the others. Liberty has perished where

these - fundamentals have been abr1dged or

abolished. . . .

Speaking over WHK, one of the
stations that denied freedom of speech

to Judge Rutherfogd and J ehovah’s wit-

nesses, Peter Witt declared that the
greatest of the ten constitutional guaran-
tees under the Bill of Rights is the first,

freedom of speech and of the press. He
further sa1d | -

“Without e1ther or both, democracy is.
~impossible. It, therefore, follows that every
citizen :interested: in protecting and defending

the - democratic state must be ready at all

times .and under all circumstances to insist -
on this right, not only for himself, but for

all others, regardless of what they may want
or not want to say = :

GVGH

Error of opmlon may be tolerated when
reasol‘a 18 left free to- combat i, o
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N e;ct to Government
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spondents as second in importance only

to the work of the govermment itself. A
little reflection will confirm this opinion.

The first thing dictators are alert to
do when gaining power is to interfere
with freedom of the press by means of
a strict censorship. An oppressive totali-
tarian government cannot survive where
complete and accurate 1nformat10n 18
generally available.

Totalitarianism cannot exist where
exists that which the Dutchman Hendrik
Willem Van Loon deseribes as the

liberty which meant the integrity of the
individual, the freedom of the mind and, above
all things, the humanity of the heart.

The importance of the press to decent
government 1s 1n considerable measure
indicated by the fact that specially
favorable postal rates are accorded
periodicals. This concession is in the
nature of a subsidy, according to Harold
L. a[ckes, secretary of, the interior, who
sal -

As a matter of faet, the Amerman govern-
ment annually pays an enormous subsidy to
the press in the form of less-than-cost postage

. rates. This subsidy in 1936 "amounted to some

$90,000,000.

Of this great sum, including all sorts
of periodicals, 1t appears that the news- -
papers benefit annually to the total of
about $29,000,000, according to the news-
papers. There is quite a difference
between the two estimates, but, in any

© event, the virtual subsidy. is adrmtted |

‘Mr. Witt .sugg ested that the words of'f'

Thomas J eﬂerson be carrled at the mast-

head (jf every newspaper namely, that"f remarked that the grocer also fulfills a

and on the ground that newspapers are '

beneficial to the community. It has been"

+ need, but he can’t deliver food free. But
 newspapers within the county may be
- sent free, where no carrier service is
promded In this way small-town pub-
- lishers are benefited.. America needs all
' . the mdependent publishers 1t can keep.
‘Secretary .of State Hu]:l pralsmg the
American press:for its eﬁ"orts to.main-
tain an alert publie-opinion, stated that -

heconsidered- the-work-oef news corre--

The point is that the news is important
to. the people and the government. In
this connection a statement by Kent
Cooper, executive director of The Asso-
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f(:1a,ted Press, as reported by Common-

Couneil, said:

, The most powerful thing in the world is .

~ truth. If news may flow freely, if controls
~ permitting systematic distortion are rigidly
prevented, we may have an abiding faith that

the truth will prevail. Truthful world news,

I am convinced, can be assured only under the
following conditions: First, by guarantees of
freedom of the press in each country; second,
by insuring equality of access to news at its
source by news agencies, native and foreign.
This would preclude the danger of govern-
ment control and subsidized agenecy poisoning
or. throttlmg of the flow of news. . Third, by
insuring equality of all in availability of news
- transmission facilities. Fourth, if not a penalty
for distortion of news, at least a declaration
in denunciation of that form of news presen-
tation. -

Secretary of State Cordell Hull, as
reported by the same agency, said:

There has never been a greater need for an

alert public opinion than there is today. It
~will continue to be increasingly greater until
victory has crowned our efforts and postwar
problems have been settled. You (newspaper

correspondents) will perform a tremendous
function for good or bad, acecording to the
skill and intelligence and practical judgment

with which you aild in developing and keeping

thoroughly alive what we call an alert pubhe -

opinion.

Charles Edward Russell gives one pause:

Every day in the year some thousands of
newspapers are not so much, in the old phrase, .;/ "ot was the attitude of the people
moulding public opinion as perverting it and
poisoning it. Often unconseciously; sometimes

consciously and unwillingly; but always under - ing some years to elapse so that their

the pressure of a condition so inexorable that
it leaves no choice. . . .

Dorothy Thompson’s experience con-_

firms this charge. She reflects:

NQVEMBER 8, 1944

Such bemg the case, the followmg by g%leeeptlon

The real government -

lies in the hands of the men that control the indirectly, in this way: “Do you believe

news columns of our daily journalo,_Who are - 4y q¢ any of the following abuse their

they? The men that also control our great
industries, rallroads and ﬁnanmal mterests

say a few harsh and critical words about.an
industrial product! I once remarked that I
thought the ordinary bakers’ loaf of bread in
this country could radically be improved, and
I and the paper were immediately subjected to-
blackmail from the bakers’ associations. . . .
Just try writing an article in a magazine
criticizing the organization or labor policy of
a business, and see what happens to the adver-
tising. Hundreds of thousands of dollars of
advertising are canceled in this country every
year because manufacturers or merchants
don’t like remarks made in the news columns

People on Guard

The people are by no means unaware
of the state of the press. It has never
been highly esteemed even though not
all attacks upon 1t are honest and many
are based on ignorance. A hundred years
ago (iche Philadelphia Public Ledger
state - |

Our opinion, and an opinion founded on
extensive acquaintance with it in every one of
the states, is that, with some few exceptions,
the character of the American press 1S very _
oontempt1ble | -

Though in the presidential campalgn -
of 1896 the press thwarted the people, it
was less successful in 1936. The radio
serves as a curb on the power of the
press, as do also independent magazines
of various kinds. The people are there-
increasingly on guard agamst_

It 1s not so long ago that Fortune |
magazine conducted a survey to ascer-

~ in regard to banks and bankers after the
- way these failed them in the crisis, allow-

resentment might have an opportunity
to cool. The question was approached

bankers, press, radio, pulpit,

power:
Results were. a surprise.

veterans?”

- While there was still mueh resentment
 over the way the banks had fleeced the
Just try in the column of a newspaper to

people, the press was marked as the
e .‘ »



blackest sheep

~on the black list. Bankers led on 38.3
percent; pulpit, on 26; veterans, 23.4;
and radlo, 21.8.

The repudiation of the press by the
American people, particularly in the
1936 presidential election, was very evi-
dent. While it was not a complete repudi-
ation, 1t marked a definite popular dis-
illusionment. The attitude was well ex-

pressed by George Seldes, in Equality: "

Intelligent people. no longer trust their
newspapers. Even the less intelligent, for
example, the readers of the Hearst press, are
skeptical about the colored, distorted and
frequently untrue stories which 1t provides
as straight news. . . . It is true we have to
buy the newspapers dally, but we must never

lower our guard. We must never forget that

they are the representatives of certain parties,
groups, interests and even ideologies and that
not more than half a dozen in the United
States serve the general welfare. . . . We
haven’t a dozen papers for an honor roll. And
if the United States, with 2,000 dailies and
15,000 weeklies, cannot name three newspapers
equal 1n integrity to the Manchester Guardian
| England] it has no right to speak of having
a free and fair press.

A writer in the Forum of February,
1939, indicates that the policy of the
newspapers generally is greatly influ-
enced by trade journals “of the fourth
estate”. He says:

The bible of all high- church newspapermen
is Editor and Publisher. This valuable weekly
has long been considered the mouthpiece of
the profession. Its influence and the respect
for it among publishers are legend. American
Press and Newsdom are two other trade pub-
lications of considerable influence . . . And
you don’t have to look far in any of them to

find “smugness” ertten 111 letters ten feet

hlgh

" Does a la,yman dare protest that “freedom
of the press” sometimes more nearly approxi-
mates “license by the prese”? He is unJustlﬁed
and mlsmformed
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of all. Of the replies
received, 41.8 percent put the press first

"Has a professor told his classes that the
press does not live up to its potentialities for
performing. public service? He not only is

" unjustified and misinformed but he is a danger

to the young and maybe even a RED.

On the other hand, if Grove Patterson,
Jimmy Stahlman, Bertie McCormick, or any
other of the press canons makes similar
charges, he is greeted, if not with halleluJa,hs
at least with scattered amens.

Among themselves, therefore, the
newspapermen are quite ready to admit
their infidelity to their trust, but to the
public they still try to appear ‘sacrosanct.
One of them, John Swinton, made an
admission which found its way into the
columns of the North Bay Labor Jour-
nal. He said: '

- We are the tools and vassals of rich men
behind the seenes. We are the jumping jacks;.
they pull the strings and we dance. Our
talents, our possibilities and our lives are all
the property of other men. We are intellectual
prostitutes.

Danger to Freedom

That the greal power of the press, in
spite of people’s distrust, 1s a real threat
to freedom of the press, i1s increasingly
manifest. Representative Martin of
Ohio, Republican Congressional leader,
however views the danger from another
angle, mdlcatmg that the question is not
so much one of whether the press shall
exercise freedom as. it is of whether it
shall continue to surrender that freedom
to Mammon or subject it to governmental
encroachments. The alternative may well

be the greater of the two evils. He said: -
- Whatever threats may face this nation from

power-lustful aggressors abroad; whatever.
menace may lie in the actions of dictators in
lands across the sea, one real danger to our
nation here lies in the slow but undeniable

suppression. of freedom of the press. If the

people do not stand together to uphold the
freedom of the press, their newspaper cannot
long uphold the freedom of the people. There
1S not a single more important issue before

“the American people today than this question

CONSOLATIQN’-_



of the freedom of the press and the radio, and
of free speech.

These fears were expressed hefore
Pearl Harbor, and there were evidently
grounds for them. Grove Patterson,
editor of the Toledo Blade, about the
same time expressed similar misgivings,
saying:

Newspapers and all enterprise face a
common cnemy. We are face to face with a
eramping, crippling and, worse than all,
ignorant bureaucracy that day by day is seek-.
ing to regiment us into a retreat toward an
equalitarian destitution. . . . the free news-
paper is the major defense that can keep one
man or one group of men from stealing a
government and operating it in the interest
of & privileged few. The old proverb has it
that what you dow’t know won’t hurt wou.
Not so in a demoeracy. What you don’t know
will destroy you.

Beeause freedom of communication is
of such paramount importance any kind
of taxation, aside from the general taxes
levied upon all, has been strenuously
fought by publishers, a fight which has
always had the enthusiastic backing of
the people. In the decision of the Su-
preme Court voiding the Louisiana news-
paper tax occurred the following:

In the ultimate, an informed and enlight-
ened public opinion was ihe thing at stake;
for, as Erskine, in his great speech in defense
of Paine, has sald: “The liberty of opinion
keeps zovernments themselves in due subjee-

" tion to their duties.” In 1785, only four vears

before Congress had proposed the First
Amendment, the Massachusetts Legislature,
following the English example, imposed a
stamp tax on all newspapers and magazines.
The following yeur an advertisement tax was
imposed. Both taxes met with such violent
opposition that the former was repealed in
1786 and the latter in 1788,

The need {or preventing government
from controlling the channels of com-
munication is evident from the following
statement by IFrederiec W. Collins, Wash-
ington correspondeunt, in the Providence
(R. L) Journal Bulletin, and reprinted
NOVEMBER 8, 1944

in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch of May 1,
1943:

The president plays the game of writing
our stories for us, and even making up our
front pages for us. . . . The natural inclination
of government to conceal its mistakes is at
the bottom of the policy. Mr. Roosevelt, how-
ever, has helped to develop the suppression,
eznalization, and influencing of news to a fine
art. ... Anyone who has watched him at close
quarters for any length of time knows that
he likes to do things in seeret.

Growth of Monopoly

The North Bay Labor Journal, noting
the threat to real freedom of the press
that lies in the steadily disappearing
competition from the newspaper field,
points out that

Editers and publishers have strengthened
the monopolistic value of Associated Press
memberships, of the franchises for other news-
gathering agencies, and of econtracts with
feature syndicates. . . . The latest figures show-
ing what is happening are these: The number
of one-daily-newspaper cities has risen from
353 in 1899 to 656 in 1919 and 1,088 in 1939
even though the total number of dailies is
about the same in 1939 as it was in 1809. . . .
Only 209 cities now have allegedly competing
dailies.

Not only are American newspapers
affected by this tendency toward coneen-
tration and monopoly, but newspapers of
other countries are also involved. Kent
Cooper, of The Assoriated Press, in his
report for 1940 stated:

As of April 20, 1940, there were 722 news-
papers receiving directly all news service
from either The Associated Press of Great
Britain or The Associated Press of New York,
These newspapers are located in England,
Seotland, Eire, Denmark, Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, Fiji Islands, Mexico, Honduras,
Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Panama, Cuba, Dutch
West Indies, Venezuecla, Colombia, Peru,
Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, Paraguay, Uru-
gunay, Brazil, the Guianas, Ecuador, British
West Indies, Guatemala, China, Japan, and
France.
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Naturally the great press associations
tend to control the news. The Reuter
‘news agency, a world-wide news- gather-
ing organization, formerly owned solely
by the Press Association of Great
Britain, is now shared by the Newspaper
Proprletors Association, a more or less
competitive group. This was hailed as a
bar to monopoly but has the aspect of a

greater combine’s being created. It 1s

stated, however, that “scrupulous pre-

cautlons agamst monopoly have been

inserted 1n

the new constitution of
Reuters”. |

G'ebérnment Interference
While the greatly increased power of

the press and its agencies thus consti-

tutes a threat to freedom, i1t may, on the
other hand, serve as a check to un-
warranted exercise of power on the part
of government. This in turn results in
governmental interference with the free-
dom of the press on occasion, an inter-
ference which is as hateful as it 1s
‘dangerous. Hence Jas. G. Stahlman,
addressing the American Newspaper
Publishers Association, said:

" The press of America is determined that it

will never submit to eensorship by legislative
enactment, executive fiat, the tingle of tainted
“money, nor bullets from the dark. Democracy
is making its last stand and its bulwark con-
stitutes the guarantee of free speech, a free
press, the right of assembly, freedom of learn-
ing and freedom of conscience.

- Newspapermen do not appreciate the
fact that barbed-wire barricades and

bayonets excluded them from some kind

of representation at the Cairo and

Teheran conferences. It didn’t seem just

right to them that four men should
decide the fate of the world. Says

columnist Samuel Grafton:

~But is it really true that we have plaeed
our damp little paws in the hands of four

men and told them to take us wherever they
please? "The conferences look that way; the
a.rmed ‘guards look that way ; this seemmgly

8

submissive world, forever waiting to be

handed another communique, looks that way.
But how did we get to this point? How did
we come to Teheran? We didn’t get to
Teheran in ten minutes, nor by following a
straight line, either. It has been a long trip,
with stopovers in curious places such as
Geneva and Mumch

“What 1 Read in the Papers”

Under the laconic heading ‘I Only
Know What I Read in the Papers’ Labor
(Washington) remarks editorially:

How much is an American safe in believing
of the reports in his daily newspaper concern-
ing what is going on in the countries involved
in World War No. 2? An answer to that
question comes from an authoritative source.
. . . That answer i1s to be found in a curious
publication called the “Goldfish Bowl”. 1t is
edited by a committee of prominent news-

papermen and its circulation is limited to

members of the National Press Club. In its
latest issue, the “Goldfish Bowl” prints a
first-page editorial entitled “War Censor-
ship”. Here it is:

“Pity the so-called war correspondents, and
the papers in this country which print their
alleged ‘news’ dispatehes!

“There has never been a time in journalistic

- history when our overseas scribes have been”

so fettered as now. And that goes double for
their papers back home. It goes without say-
ing that correspondents in Berlin, Rome,
London, Paris and other centers of kaleido-
scopic events are strictly censored. At best,
their efforts are gauged to the propaganda of
the respective warring countries. If the ‘reg-
ulars’ attempted—which, of course, they don’t
—to send through candid reports on actual
conditions and observations they would be
quickly expelled, or worse.

Other countries besides those in the
war zones are putting on the clamps.

Brazil has the following interesting
provision for control of the news within
its borders, and measurably that which
goes out: The law allows foreign news
agencles to have branches 1n Brazil and
to transmIt news abroad or to distribute

| CONSOLATION
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- foreign news to Brazﬂlan newspapers,
but forbids them to handle domestic
news for domestic distribution. Foreign
news agencles and foreign correspond-
ents must file a copy of all news items,
elther cabled .or mailed. Foreign corre-
spondents are obliged to register and
furnish proof of their calling.

- Argentina has demonstrated its power
over the press by suspending its most
powertul newspaper, La Prensa, for
several days. On the day of its reappear-
ance La Prensa carried an editorial
stating that on the same day, 91 years
ago, ‘the- Argentine Constitution .was
signed, to “insure the benefits of freedom
for ourselves, for our descendants, and
for men from the whole world who WlSh
to live on Argentine soil”.

El Salvador, early this year, sus-
pended all newspapers but one, the
Diario Nuevo, which is the government
mouthpiece. An overthrow of the gov-
ernment had been attempted.

On the other hand, in many countries

of Europe there is an underground press
which is free, at least to the extent of
publishing what they wish, though at the
risk of the lives of the pubhshers The
newspaper of General Mihailoviteh 1s
hence appropriately called “Liberty or
Death”. In Norway thirty underground

publications continue to harass the Naz1

intruders. In Poland there are 140 secret
journals of one kind or another. In
Belgium La Libre Belgique,-also circu-
lated during the last war, continues to
appear. The Greeks continued to defy
their oppressors by the publication of
thirteen underground newspapers and
two broadsheets. Other countries, too, a
total of at least nine, have their under-
ground presses.

Liberty Will Not Die -

~ Prominent among the forces that war
on the freedom of the pressis religion,
particularly as representedin the Roman
Catholic Hierarchy, which i1s often in
close “cahoots” with the governmental
proponents of suppression. When Cham-
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berlain was anxious to halt the “war of
words” that questioned his appeasement
policy, his effort or desire to muzzle the
press was seconded with alacrity by the
Roman (Catholic eardinal, Hinsley, who
said that peace would be safe if “we”
could muzzle the press, a reference
which was endorsed by the Vatican news-

‘paper Osservatore Romano. At the time

the press of (Germany and Italy was
under control, and could be stopped im-
mediately, while in France the govern-
ment had taken drastic steps in the same
direction. Similar efforts were on foot in
England but met with less success. Sir

Arnold Wilson (a defender of Franeco)

suggested that the British government
consider whether they should not take
voluntary powers “to enable the press
to control 1tself, or at least the headlines”
(which would be a start). “We should

“do s0,” he sald “without hesitation on

the outbreak of war,” which was then

practically certain.

"Romanist attacks upon the freedom
of the press are generally subtle and
indirect. One of these was through a bill
with a provision “to bar from the mails
papers, pamphlets, books, etc., contain-
Ing any defamatory and false statement
tending to expose persons of any race
or religion to hatred, contempt or
ridicule”. With a Catholic postmaster
general such a bill could be made to
serve the purposes of the Hierarchy very
effectively. The board of directors of the
Washington Federation of [Protestant]
Churches, however, was unanimous in its
opposition to the bill, stating, |

This bill represents a dangerous attack on
free speech, and 1s extremely unmse ‘1n
threatenmg with eriminal penalties any
person with whom the postmaster general may

: disagree as to what is defamatory or false.

However, the Hierarchy is not easﬂy
dlscouraged but continues to try here
and there, to see what it can do. A
“police censorship” of books was pro-
posed in San Antonio, where Police
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Commissioner P. L. Anderson received
complaints that book stores and rental
libraries had been furnished with lists
of 36 books “in violation of the penal
code of the state of Texas and ordinances
of San Antonio”, which they were
requested to remove from their shelves.
The envelopes in which the lists were
sent bore the printed signature of “Arch-
diocesan; Catholic Action Council of
Men”. The “officials” of this “council”
stated that the list was prepared nation-
ally and that it was their understanding
that the police department was to send
them out! This “pious” effort raised
‘quite a furore, and Commissioner Ander-
son made it plain that there would be
no eensorship by poliee of books sold in
San Antonio. Catholie Action is living
up to its antecedents. .

Reviling Truth-Tellers

Another method of suppressing the
truth is that of ecasting aspersions on its
proponents. This America and the Cath-
olic Telegraph-Register (both Catholic
publications) proceeded to do in the case
of L. H. Lehmann, ex-priest, when his
ably presented articles on the Catholic
Church in Dolities appeared in the New
Bepublic. Says the Telegraph-Register:

America throws light [!] on L, H, Lehmann,
the “ex-pricst” who has been writing anti-
Catholie articles in the New Republic, He “is
an Trishman educated for work ag a priest
on the foreign missions who tired of the
misgion; came to the United States and failed
as & curate and pastor; who tired of the
priestly functions and failed in his vows by
marrying; who tried to establish a church in
New York wherec marricd priests [horrors!]
were the eelebrants of mass, and failed; and
who now rides the waves of sueecss through
the publication of his views in the New
Republic.” 1f all Catholic priests in the United
States were like l.ehmann, Bruce Bliven,
editor of the New Republic, “might bestow
his approval on the Catholic Church.”

The above does not attempt to

gnswer Mr. Lehmann’s article at all,
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This is characteristic of the Hierarchy's
methods In suppression of the truth.
Judge Rutherford received similar treat-
ment at the hands of one “Father” Felix,
of Misseuri, who recommended a beat-
ing, but dld not answer a single argu-
ment.

A favorite charge of the Catholie
press is that the American press is

-salacious and sensational. This iz only

partly true, but serves the aims of the
Hierarchy. Richard Reid, editor of The
Builetin (Catholie), in a lecture given
at the University of Notre Dame (“Our
Lady”}, said that such conduct on the
part of the press is an abuse of the free-
dom of the press which “may become
in public opinion such a danger to the
morality of the nation that suppressing
of that freedom will be considered the
lesser or the least of the evils™.

That subtle ruse is characteristic of
the Hierarchy’s methods, but it will not
work. Pious pratings about “morality”
come with poor grace from an organiza-
tion that furnishes as large a quota of
¢riminals as does that religious system.
And what is more, such “morality” bait
is yimply to befuddle the innocent, whe
do not know that Hierarchy-dominated
iands are the lowest in the scale of
morality as well as of intelligence,

The Telegraph-Register also came cut
with this gem on freedom of speech and
of the press, both of which are under

constant attack in the ierarchy press:

Liberty of assembly cannot mean that the
leader of a mob is free to say: “Let us burn
down the eity hall” Liberty of the press can-
not mean that & writer may advocate murder
or arson. Liberty of specch cannot mean that
a man may say: “Let us put to death all
red-headed children!”

This profound wisdom had not oe-
curred to the men who framed the great-
est constitution that the world has seen.
They entirely overlooked mentioning it,
and so, judging from the wisdom of the
Telegraph-Register and its religious
publishers, -everybody- donbiless has the
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- But in spite of these various methods

Eldea that freedom of the press, speech Sp:
of suppressing freedom of the press, the

" and assembly meant just that! But no,

. there are other ways of combating such
“-notions than by shutting off everybody’s
wind forthwith. Inquisition methods,
still. defended by Rome and 1its repre-
sentatwes, are not admired.

It 1s not necessary to carry out
Hinsley’s typically rehglous 1dea and
his expressed wish :

that we might muzzle the press, dismantle
the- printing presses, close the cinemas—
muzzle the world—and let the poor people
go quietly about their daily business.

Yet the Osservatore Romano said that

every hour which passes proves how pro-
foundly right this wish is, and how necessary
it is to have it carried into practice.

So the people could be reduced once
more to the condition of 1gnorance,
squalor and misery that existed during
the dark ages of the worldly church’s
supremacy, and which conditions still
exist, though somewhat moderated, in
countrles subject to i1ts dominance.

Religious Censorship

Besides indirect attacks upon the
press and influencing what goes into its
columns, the Hierarchy seeks to control
the source of information by insisting
that writers who measurably recognize

its authority submit to her ecclesiastical

censors what they write. On this point,
Lawrence A. Fernsworth, an honest

Catholic layman and newspaperman,

had this to say:

Even had I regarded the Spanish bishops
as being good Christian gentlemen I could
never have followed the public and private
injunctions of the Jesuit editors of America
that ‘Mr. Fernsworth should have submitted
his views [of the Spanish rebellion] to the
Spanish hierarchy’. Apart from the all-
compelling consideration of professional in-
tegrity, I eould never under any circumstances
have submitted my views to a group of men

whom, 1n their majority, I had, by my perhaps
inadequate standards of Christianity, to con-

sider as more pagan than Christian.
NOVEMBER 8, 1944

Hierarchy is not making the progress
that it would like to see. It has other
1roms 1n the fire, too. It has its own press
“committees, all of which were consoli-
dated a few years ago for more effective
action. On this subject the Christian
Century stated:

Truth is m1ghty and will prevail. So we
have all been taught from infancy. But false-
hood 1s also fleet of foot and long of wind.
If it does not endure to all eternity, it some-
times flourishes for a long time and does much
damage while it lasts. Opinions, whether true
or false, are disseminated, not eutematleally,
but through human agency. That is one pur-
pose of education. It is the chief purpose of
the periodical press. Therefore it is no pre-
sumptuous meddling, but a peliey of good
sense to speed truth on its way and check
error by refutation. Such reflections come to
mind as one seeks to understand the recent
consolidation of press committees of many
Roman Catholic societies and agencies for the
avowed purpose of checking what they call
“anti-Catholic propaganda”. This movement

“originated with the Jesuits and has been

promoted by the able and energetic Jesuit
weekly Amerwa, chiefly under the advocacy
and direction of the Rev. John A. Toomey,
S. J. ... The procedure of this consolidated
“press relations committee”, in so far as it
has yet been developed, is to have a sub-

committee for each impoftant newspaper and
magazine, to ‘“keep a sharp lookout for any-
thing in the nature of propaganda injurious
to Catholicism”, to interview editors and
secure retractions or apologies when anything
is published that seems sufficiently injurious
to warrant action, and to spread the word
among all Catholics as to which papers and
magazines are favorably disposed and which
do not respond to the committee’s representa-
tions.”

- (iven such attention, it 1s not sur-
prising that newspapers are very care-
ful to give earnest consideration to Hier-
archy demands and protests, voiced to
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‘these “press committees”. The result is
something like this, accordmg to T. T.
Shlelds, of Toronto |

Tt is the polley of The Glabe and Mail to._

allew Roman Catholics to use its columns for
the propagation of thelr view, and the Globe
and Mail columns are closed to every Prot-
estant who attempts to reply.

Another instance is that of the Balti-
more Sun, concerning which The Nation

has this to say:

In one article a paragraph six fathoms deep
compared Hitler’s fanaticism to Ignatius
Loyola’s. The analogy prompted a mild com-
plaint from the Jesuits, but an editorial letter
soothed them. Then Curley . . . was apprised
of the insult. The archbishop burst into a thou-
sand blazing little pieces. He demanded an
immediate and utter apology, and when every
formula that the Sun put forward failed to
satisfy him, he had the Journal denounced
from all the parish pulpits in the archdiocese
and initiated a Catholic advertisers’ boyecott.
The attack continued. for months, until, on
the hinted advice of a Washington priest
that there was no statement the Sun in self-
respect could make that Curley would approve
if consulted, the Sun issued an unapproved
apology, going as far as it could; and the
furor died down. The incident allowed the
Sunpapers to feel painfully the weight of
the church’s hand. Though Mencken declares
that subseriptions slumped very little . . .
other estimates set the circulation loss at

50,000. Since 1934 the Sun has dealt tenderly

with the Catholic church. A Protestant minis-
ter complained to me that the Sun gives from
two to four times as much space to Catholic
activities as to Protestant. Part of this dis-
proportion may be because the Catholics, for
their number, are more active. |

- Or make more noise.

Blowmg Its Own Horn . .

‘The Hierarchy is not backward about
coming forward, and knows how to toot
its -own horn. The following, from the
Catholic Press Association, shows how
interestingly this can be done ~

- Resolved : that the Cethohc Press Assoel-
12 |

ation reaffirms its belief in, and attests its
devotion to and promises its championship of,
the principles on racism so eloquently and

~1n so Christlike a manner pronounced by the

late. pope, Pius XI, and so magnificently
upheld in glowing word and effective act by
the reigning pontiff, Pius XII.

Not bad! This was delivered on the

‘occasion when, according to the head-

line, “Cathohc Editors Denounce Raec-

ism.” Thus, in Ameriea, for the pur-

pose of impressing the Jews and the
colored population, Catholic editors can
denounce what another tool of the Hier-
archy carries on, in the destruction of

the Jews, in Europe. Further, the dele-
- gates of the Catholic Editors Associa-

tion heard a motion from “Father”
Gillis, editor of the Catholic World, to
the effeet that the Catholic Press Asso-
ciation rebuke all secular newspapers it
believed to have reported the Spanish
civil war unfairly. The motlon was
passed unammouely And so freedom of
the press 1s attacked by the Hierarchy
by all the power at its command.

Still another neat trick is that which
was “pulled” by the Catholic New World,
of Chicago, at the time of the strike
against the Hearst newspapers of that
city. The Catholic Hemld has this to
say on the subject:

The Chicago New World, official organ
of the archdiocese of Chleago has created a
sensation by wurging support of a strike
directed against the Hearst newspapers of
that city. The New World won for itself and,
incidentally, for the Church, the plaudits of
labor leaders when it not only expressed its
sympathy for the strike, but also published
news of the strike—the only newspaper In
C‘hlcago to do so.

~ When it comes to publishing news of
strlkes, 1t must be admitted that secular
newspapers are not too ready to give the .
tull facts, particularly if another news- -
paper 1s involved. However, it  well
suited the purposes of the Catholic New
World not only to give this particular
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- strike publicity, as all papers should, but
- to express editorial (hence ecclesiastical)
- sympathy for the strikers. Influence with
" labor 1nterests the Hierarchy in no small

. degree. The London Catholic Herald
- remarked, in this respect: |

The ‘incident is an interesting example of
the growing influence of the Catholic Press
in connection with labor.

- That the Hierarchy 1s not a true

friend of labor is only too obvious from
its dealings with the common pe0ple 1n
largely Roman Catholic lands, where
labor is given hardly enough for bare
subsistence. It is up to the press to give
the people all of these facts so that they
may have the complete piettire. Other-
wise the press fails, as 1t has largely
failed, of its purpose. In the words of
James G. Stahlman: |

A free press does not mean my right as

a newspaper publisher to publish whatever
I please, to violate any laws, to invade per-
sonal privacy or to ignore the ethics of a

“great profession. A free press does not mean
my obligation and responsibility to keep you
informed through a truthful and unbiased
presentation of the news. A free press does
mean my responsibility to comment fairly and
intelligently in the editorial columns in order
that you may reach sound and :enlightened
decisions. A free press is no publisher’s right.
It is the sole right of a free people, and news-
papers are but the trustees of that right.

Free Press in War

- Free speech and free press are so
closely related that what 1s true of one
is true of the other as well, the one being
the free communication of mformation
by word of mouth; the other, free com-
mumcatlon by means of the prlnted page.
Before America entered the war there
was considerable fear that these free-
doms might be doomed. The  Cleveland
Plawn Dealer however, concludes that
the exact opposﬂ:e has taken plaee It
says:

Despite the fact that thls war- hae been
NOVEMBER 8, 1944

much more political in nature than the- last;
despite the fact that enemy agents and propa-
ganda have been much more active within
the eountry this time than in 1917-18, our
civil liberties have if anything been strength-
ened since Pearl Harbor. This is due in part
to the Supreme Court’s decisions 1n the J ehe-

vah’s witnesses’ eases Ce R

This is an acknowledgment of the fact
that Jehovah’s witnesses have actually
been in the vanguard of freedom, fight-
ing for liberty on the home front amldst
persecution: and misrepresentation on a -
colossal scale. Religionists, particulatly
the Roman Hierarchy, have strenuously
and even viclously opposed this struggle,
but the Witnesses have, by Jehovah’s
help, stood their ground and God has
given them the victory before the highest
court of the land on more than one
occasion. These cases are now history,
and vitally important history. They have
resulted 1in a wide reeogmtlon of the fact
that what the newspapers should do has
been done by others with more fidelity.
Here an excerpt from the Paterson
E'vemng News 1s of interest.

As a matter of fact dally newspapers are
the chroniclers of. news events but they are

:net necessarily the sole medlum of publlc dlS-
cussion on important affairs. In every dlcta-

torship, when the dictators start to throttle
the press, they think not only of the news-
papers but  very particularly _of beeks,

- pamphlets and other means of disseminating

ideas through the medium of the printed
word. This phase of the eub;]ect often escapes
notice but it is highly important. . . . A great

_deal of the pubhe dlseussmn of Amerlcan

affairs is conducted in this ‘way.. Freedom of
the press means freedem not only of the

newspapers but freedom on the part of any

individual to print what he thinks and.to
circulate his-ideas in- printed form. .The loss -

of this freedom: m1ght not strike many persons
as very 1mpertant ‘bt it is one of ‘the most
vital points in the- Bill”of nghts Freedom

to print books is enly another faerm ‘of the
freedom 16 ~print ‘Pamphletfs,  for. & - ¢ontro-
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versial book is nothing but a large pamphlet

with a permanent cover. When we see the

dictatorial ecountries seizing books and making
public bonfires of them [as was done with
Jehovah’s witnesses’ literature in Germany
and other lands], we begin to realize how
far-reaching this freedom of the press really
is. If instead of saying “freedom of the press”,
we said “freedom to print”, the real meaning
of the Bill of Rights on this point would be
much clearer. |

Christ a Publisher

“In conclusion, an editorial in the
Wayne County Press furnishes food for
~ thought. It says:

Just last week a stubseriber wanted to know
- why we did not try to run this paper a

little more along the lines of how Christ would

edit a paper. We don’t know just how that
would be. In the first place, if Christ were

to come back to this mundane sphere we don’t

believe He would go into the newspaper
business at all. There is not an editor or a
preacher in the world who could tell the
truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth,
for thirty days and stay in the community
.in which he lives.

This rather startling reflection leads
to the further thought that while Christ
1s not personally going to engage 1n the
publishing of a newspaper, He neverthe-
less has His followers doing that very
thing, and there 1s no reason whatsoever

why “this gospel of the Kingdom”,

which 1s to be published, as news, in all
the world, for a witness unto all nations,
should not be proclaimed by means of
the printed page as well as by word of

mouth. Indeed the written and the

printed word have, since earliest times,
played a most important part in the

evangelization of the world, that is, the
instruction of all who will hear 1n the-

- all-important knowledge of God’s king-
dom, The Theocracy. But that work was

to take on actual world-wide propor-

tions and scope when Satan’s world is
at an end, and the New World of Right-
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eousness 1s brought forth by the Al-
mighty himself.

Is Censorship Gaining Ground?
It 1s to be expected that Satan, over-

lord of the old world, will resist expul-

sion. Censorship is one of his instru-
ments. This is being resisted in turn,
not only by Jehovah’s witnesses, but by
all who in one way or another are con-
cerned 1n its application. While there is
still much “freedom to print”, the forces
of reaction are not giving up the struggle
to suppress 1t as far as they may. Vari-
ous methods have been/considered. One
more possible means remains for atten-
tion. A shortage of paper has been fore-
cast by the ‘Office of Production Manage-
ment. In the hands of interested parties

.the power to curtail supplies of paper

could be used to interfere with the pub-
lication of unwelcome truths. No such
partiality has been shown by the respon-
sible agencies as far as present informa-
tion 1ndicates. However, here, too, lovers
of freedom must be on guard, lest by
some subtle means the material neces-
sary for the publication of vital informa-
tion, opinion and comment be denied
where 1ts denial will serve the ends of
those who hate the truth.

Until that which is perfect is come,
eternal vigilance is the price of freedom
of the press as it is of all other free-
doms. As has been seen, big business,
big polities (through government) and
big religion are all interested in curbing
1f not entirely suppressing this vital
freedom. The means employed are boy-
cott, intimidation, denial of postal privi-
leges, and may include a limiting or com-
plete denial of the means of publication,
paper. On all of these fronts those who
love the truth must continue to fight for
liberty by every legitimate and divinely
approved means at their disposal. Those
who have been called to freedom, for
which Christ has set them free, must not
be entangled again with the yoke of
bondage. '
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Service Assembly and Theocratic Business Meeting

TEHOVAH GOD has

earth. Though the combine of religion
and politics and commerce impudently
says, “Let God run heaven, we will run
the earth,” the Almighty Creator in
heaven’s heights 1s not bound by this
“hands off” policy men set for Him. His
sphere of business very definitely takes
in this globe. Not the profiteering kind
followed by religionists, to be sure; for
Christ Jesus when on earth drove out of
His Father’s house such money-grabbers.
(John 2:16) Yet this Chief Representa-
tive of the heavenly Father said: “I
must be about my Father’s business.”
(Luke 2:49) The divine business then
was to “bear witness unto the truth”. It
is the same now. And, as i1n {imes
past, He now commits it to faithful
earthly servants. (John 18:37; Matthew
24:45-47; 1 Samuel. 21:2,8; Nehemiah

11:16, 22) Nonetheless, it is still Jeho-

vah God who directs His earthly busi-
ness. ,
Never *was this more clearly manifest
than at the recent service assembly and
annual business meeting of Jehovah’s
people, held at Pittsburgh, Pa. Techni-
cally, the gathering there consisted of
two parts; actually, the service assembly
so perfectly prepared thé way for and

led into the annual meeting that the two

blended as one united whole. The con-
vention held sway for two days, Septem-
ber 30 and October 1; then the annual
business meeting took over on Monday,
October 2. Both features concerned them-
selves with the getting done of Jeho-
vah’s business, but from different
aspects. Also, both unmistakably pointed
to the great Theoecrat in heaven as the
Director of His business on earth. Read
the report that follows, and see 1f 1t 1s
not so. ' |

Amidst surroundings of architectural
and natural beauty, the Syria Mosque,
an auditorium seating 4,500 and having

a spacious basement for a cafeteria,
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business 1n the

Held in Plttsburgh, Pa., Sept. 30 to Oct. 2

became the focal point of assembly for
Jehovah’s witnesses for three days.
Because the Syria Mosque could not
accommodate the anticipated erowd, an
effort was made to secure the Soldiers
and Sailors Memorial Auditorium. This
request was denied, as was a request for
the Masonic Temple. However, the use
of the Schenley High School, four blocks
away, was granted to care for part of
the overflow. Even this did not provide
sufficient space; but Jehovah, when the
time arrived, showed the enemy how
little need He had for their structures.

Local Assembly Becomes National

On Saturday morning thousands con-
vened in the assembly for field service.
From that moment it became plain that
what was originally intended as a local-
1zed convention had been converted into
a national assembly by popular support.
Delegates converged on Syria Mosque
from such far-flung parts as California,
Oregon, Florida and Maine. Twenty-
seven states were represented. More
than that, our mnorthern neighbor,
Canada, was represented by eleven car-
loads of witnesses. All the attenders at
this morning assembly united their
volces 1n Kingdom Service songs,
listened closely to field-witnessing in-
structions, and scattered throughout the
Pittsburgh area 'to ‘be about their
Father’s business’ of gospel preaching.
And they did not rule Him out as having
no concern 1n this earthly activity: upon
dismissal they invoked His blessing and
direction upon their service efforts.

Came the noon hour, and time for
physical nourishment. This need was
adequately met by the cafeteria in the

“basement of Syria Mosque. A few new

cafeteria arrangements were tried out,
and the long lines of hungry conven-
tioners moved rapidly in spite of the
fact that much larger numbers streamed

in than the building and cafeteria were
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Syria Mosque sguditorium filled to overflowing

designed to acecommodate. During the
assembly 22,204 meals were served,
4,082 ofythese being free meals to pio-
neers. Incidentally, 1,107 pioneers (full-
time ministers} were present at the
Pittshurgh gathering.

Temporal appetites satisfied, the as-
sembled Theocratists turn attention to
the more important table of spiritual
food spread for them. (Psalm 23:5; Isa-
iah 25:6) The feast began with the con-
vention’s official opening, at 2:30 p.m.
H. C. Covington, assembly chairman and
the . Society’s vice-president, weleomed
the 5,000 witnesses gathered for the oc-
casion, His ten-minute opening address
singled out the vear 1944 as a turning
point for the earthly part of Jehovah's
organization, Events that unfolded
before the close of these three days
proved his statement to be no empty
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assertion. He soon turned the micro-
phone over to the first speaker of a
scheduled four-part symposium. *

Theme of Theocratic Order .
This speech, “Finale of the ‘Strange
Work’,” opened with the thrilling words,
“Jehovah God is approaching the grand
climax of His ‘strange work’, which
work precedes the battle of Armaged-
don.” Thence the speaker showed why
the work of warning and gospel preach-
ing is viewed as gtrange and even senge-
less folly by so-called “realists” and
“practical men” of the world. It was
shown how developing world events on
the political front proved that Satan’s
master-scheme of human government
was at hand, and that it was merely
forerunner to destruction for Satan’s

‘world organization, as Bible prophecy
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declares In the teeth of wide propaganda
for support of this abomination must go
- forth the Kingdom-gospel message. Hav-

ing settled the matter that the final phase -

of the “strange work” was at hand, the
speaker focused attention on the prob-

lems and opportunities ahead, and raised
searching questions:

According to all indications of Bible

prophecy, a tremendous earth-wide work
confronts these consecrated people of J eho-
vah God, and that in the face of the greatest
'dlﬁ‘icultles and antagonism. The possibilities

for evangelism that loom up before them,

especially as such possibilities pertain to the

In danger of sudden destruction at Armaged-
don unless reached, present a challenge to
Jehovah’s covenant people. These are a “small
people” as to numbers. Are they fully

eq'uipped' unto the oreat t&Sk?: Are they'
properly and adequately organized for the

vast final work with all its heavy demands?

Among them there are found no pompous
titles of “bishop”, “archbishop,” “deacon,”

“cardinal deacon,” “presbyter,” “elder,”
“priest,” and “father”, such as embellish the
religious institutions. They are organized in
a manner utterly different from that of the
religious systems. But are they organized
accordmg to the Seriptures and hence accord-
ing to God’s expressed will? That is the
question for determination.

On this high note of suspense the first
speaker gave way to the second sym-

posium speaker, who caught up the

theme thus left 1n mid-air and carried
it along in a speech entitled “Theocratic
Organization for Final Work”. The
opening - acknowledgment was that for
any organization on earth to be usable

by God it must be Theocratie. It must

recognize God as supreme, and His
King Christ Jesus as the Head of the
true church and it must operate accord-
ing to J ehovah’s will and not the demo-
cratic will of the people of the congre-
‘gation.

Thence the speaker launched 1nt0 a
very scholarly discussion of Theocratic -
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 Betitled Clerws De-glamounzed
scattered multitudes of persons of good-will

texts
Greek word translated “bishep”  was

gregational election, but b
- Christian growth and sp1r1tua1 maturity.

structure, as pertaining to the followers
of Christ on earth. First, several Scrip-
ture texts were cited. whereln Jehovah
and Christ Jesus spoke of the: covenant

people as servants, and members of a

servant-body; and that even the exalted

King Chrrst Je esus 1s spoken aof ‘as Serv-
ant. Then ecame the modern apphcatlfm
“For the forégoing - reasons the: term

servant is consistently used among the

ranks of the remnant of conseerated,
-gpirit-begotten -and ‘anointed Wltnesses
~of Jehovah. The term: deslgnates them

as servants of ch and not of men »

_.--\.-.

- “But are not bishops, deacons and

elders a rightful part of God’s Vlslble
_Orgamzatmn‘? Are they not mentioned in
our English Bibles, and are not instruc-
- tions given concerning . their  appoint-
ment?”’ the speaker questioned. Thus
introduced, the subject of fancy titles
“as used in ecclesiastical systems was

thoroughly aired. . So-called “proof”
were. con81dered - The orlgmal

shown to mean simply overseer, and the

one translated “bishopric” or “office oOf

a bishop” had the meaning of oversight

or duty of overseer. Similarly expcsed '
‘was the office of “elective elder”,

‘show-
ing that an elder was such, not by con-
reasen  of

In making these points strong the strue-

ture of the early church was analyzed.
- Also, this analysis made elear that the
~apostles and elders at Jerusalem served
"as the governing ‘body of the early
~church or visible Theocratic orgamza-
tion throughout the earth.

~The subject material of the th1rd sym-

_.-*;.pesmmlst dovetailed right in with. the
~developing theme, and showed farther
~the “Theocratic rganizati-on_in Aetion”.
~Betitled religious- cleries were- further
de-glamourized - as this discourse . un-

“folded. The  Greek word for “deacon”

~was shown to mean baslcally servant,
-that it was’ never used:as a title, such
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as “Deacon Stephen”, and that in using
it as such religionists merely seek to
tickle the vanity. The term was even
~ applied to Christ Jesus 1n its sense of
servant; but not as a fitle. The terms
mistranslated and wrongly used as
titles, such as “bishop” and “deacon” and
“elder”, were all shown to apply some-
times to the same individual, and that
- many in one congregation might proper-
ly come within the original and true
meaning of the terms. This speaker
closed with a discussion of the govern-
ing body of the early church, and many
examples were given showing the Theo-
cratic conduct of that visible ruling
group on earth.

To these three speeches the audience
had listened closely. Applause had been
frequent. Occasional laughter had broken
from their lips as the blown-up 1mpor-
tance of the titled, puffed-up ecclesiastics
was deflated by sharp Bible truths. A
thorough historical review of Theocratic
structure had been given. What more
could there be? Had not the climax been
reached? No, it had not. The next few
minutes demonstrated that. The last of
the symposium speakers, N. H. Knorr,
the Society’s president, took the ]_C)OSltIOIl
before the microphone.
words caught up the historically devel-
oped theme and bridged a gap of eight-
een centuries to put it down in modern
setting: “No more are the apostles alive
on the earth to serve as a visible govern-
ing body to the church.” This talk on
“T'he Theocratic Alignment Today” was
to sharpen and chmax all that had gone
before by giving it present-day applica-

tlon and the assembled listeners were

in a most receptive mood for it.

He quickly painted the word picture
of how soon after the death of the
apostles Theocratic rule was lost sight
of, how professed Christians fell away
to religion and under the hierarchic rule
of religious priests, and how such hier-
archic rule reached its summit today in

- the pope of Rome. But that organization
has spearheaded religion’s fight against
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His opening

those upholding Theocratic order, and
hence 1t, with its assumption of gran-
diose tltles could not be the governing
body today Matthew 24 :45-47, concern-
ing the “faithful and wise servant”
whom Jehovah would put over His
household and to whom His Kingdom
business would be committed, was
quoted. Then those confessing them-
selves servants, Jehovah’s anointed wit-
nesses, were shown to be the “faithful
and wise servant” body, under Theo-
cratic rule ‘

The Legal Instrument Used

Their course in gospel preaching was
reviewed, and the sixty-year history of
the Watchtower Soclety discussed. The
close relatlonshlp of this legal non-
profit organization with the servant class
of anointed witnesses, even through such
times of stress.as World War I and the
present global conflict, showed that this
incorporated soclety” truly represented
God’s consecrated ones. Thence the dis-
cussion resolved into a detailing of the
legal organization’s structure, and par- .
tlcularly one feature that did not seem
to conform to Theocratic standards, as
they -were now understood. The point
involved was one where nioney contribu-
tion determined voting power in the
corporation. Steps to be taken in remov-
ing this objection were outlined, that the -
legal instrument used mlght be just as
Theocratic in organization as the con-
gregations of Jehovah’s witnesses. The
Society was to get a revised charter.

As these vital points regarding Jeho-
vah’s earthly business, and thie seeing to
it that He be recognized as the One
running 1t by proper Theocratic strue-
ture, were forcefully made, the 5,000
listeners were with the speaker to a
man; and the tempo of approving ap-
plause mounted as the closing sum-up
of the matter was given, as follows:

It [referring to the revising of the charter]
is well that it should be so. We are at the
threshold of a most momentous time, as the
world’s postwar period opens up before us.

CONSOLATION



- The kingdom of God, which is The Theocracy, .
. is. nigh-at hand. That is, it is here, and his

lungdom by Christ rules over all in heaven
' and in earth. Jehovah God, The Theocrat, has

' begun to reign. He reigns with peace and

blessing toward His willing and obedient
remnant and their companions. He reigns
- among His multifarious enemies at the earth
by foree of His irresistible dominance. The
Theocracy is here to stay! By and through
‘it alone comes a durable peace for men of
good-will on earth. In postwar years it is
unavoidable that The Theocracy meet in
head-on eollision the worldly organization of
Satan the Devil for the international collabo-
ration of the nations which lie under his
domination. It is in the best of order, there-
fore, that Jehovah’s consecrated people be

clad in full Theocratic armor and be acting

within the safe enfolding of a fully Theocratic
“organization and arrangement. Religiocracy
will fight against them with all its postwar
allies, but will perish. That which is Theo-
cratic will survive and will attain the new
world of righteousness. There, with all nation-
al governments: gone from earth, the legal
corporation will not be needed. The Theocracy
will have other arrangements for the Arma-
eeddon survivors.

After the crowd had hurried through
an evening meal, they reassembled in
the auditorium for the evening session.
They were still bubbling over with
enthusiasm from the inspiring theme of
Theocratic organization so forcefully

driven home by the afternoon sympo-

sium, and rejoicing in the fact that Jeho-
vah In directing His earthly business saw
fit to grant them a share therein. Their
keyed-up spirits found some release in
fifteen minutes of Kingdom-song sing-
ing, and they settled attentively to hear
the first speaker of the evening.

The 8l-year-old secretary-treasurer,

W. E. Van Amburgh, was greeted with

loving applause as he stepped up to the
microphone. His kindly reminders of

the “Blessings” of the Lord were expres-
sive of his long experience as a veteran
in the “King’s business” and of his deep
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appreciation of J ehovah’s care and pro-
msmn He urged his fellow witnesses to
“open an account in a Theocratic bank
where thieves do not break thraugh or
steal”. The entire audience was quietly
attentive and eager to catch each com-

forting word. This same theme was

further developed by the next speaker,

‘who pointed out that nothing, not even

life itself, 1s so important or worth-while
as “Our J oy”’, namely, the joy of King-
dom service.

“Go, Disciple All the Nations”

‘But the theme of Kingdom service for
the evening talks had only started. The
hour-long discourse by the Society’s
president that immediately followed
picked up this gospel-preaching theme
and rounded it out in all its fullness and
force and power. The_talk, “GGo, Disciple
All the Nations,” based itself upon the
command of the risen Christ found at

- Matthew 28:19 (The Emphatic Dia-

glott). “This divine command directing
the consecrated ones to the work of God
is a law to them which no supreme court
of any nation on earth nor any interna-
tional court nor any world court can
nullify or revoke,” the speaker declared;
and soon thereafter added: “T'he divine

command to teach and preach reaches

into every quarter of the earth and into
every nation. It throws open every
nation to entry by God’s consecrated
servants on their preaching and teach-
ing mission.”

He then traced the course of the
apostles in spreading their preaching to
the inhabited parts of their day, under
the spirit’s guidance. F'rom this stepping-
stone the argument advanced 1nto these
present days of gospel preaching and on
beyond into the postwar era, with its
special problems and trials. But, asin the
past, Jehovah’s spirit would dlrect pres-
ent and future activities in fulﬁllment of
the command. The Vatican and 1ts pope
and hierarchy’s methods of forced con-
version and political intrigue were men-
tioned, but were quickly brushed aside
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Looking toward Syria Mosque, part of the 3,000 in the “air conditioned” auditorium are seen.

as being of no part of the command’s

fulfillment. The peaceful and harmless
course of teaching and preaching fol-
lowed by Jehovah’s witnesses was in
sharp contrast therewith. That work
would carry them to “all the nations”;
and the effective presentation of this fact
- hammered it home beyond any doubt. In
measured tones and with an emphatic
Ting the stirring discourse drew to a
finish, as follows:

Our risen Lord’s command to “go, disciple
all the nations” has not been revoked . . .
Now, with the postwar period coming on
apace, it appears that this work of gathering
must be widened out and forwarded with
greater speed and vigor and boldness. To
this end, while yet the global war rages,
Jehovah by Christ Jesus continues to send
forth His servants . . . As we face the
vast field of the world with 1ts disrupted eondi-

20

tions, let us be of gopd courage as we go
forth . .. The opposition to our obeying this
divine command has been great, and we may
not Scripturally expect it to become weaker.
Rather to the contrary! However, never need
we falter. Jehovah is witlt us!

The first day of the service convention

-was over. It had been a day of revelation

to the attenders. The talks were superb.
The magnifying of Jehovah’s name and
His oversight over His work on earth
have been great at all the conventions of
His witnesses in recent years; but none
had ever matched the prominence given
thereto on this opening day. Moreover,
the unity and family-like spirit of one-
ness pervading the assembly was widely
noted and commented on. As they dis-
banded for a night’s rest their joy knew
no bounds, and anticipation for the next
day ran high. '
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In front of Syria Mosque and beyond the overflow crowd extends,

The day, Sunday, October 1, dawned
clear and mild, which proved a special
blessing later. Ifarly in the morning a
baptismal service was condueted, and
55 were immersed in water. By 9: 00 am,
thousands were on hand at the audi-
torium for the field service assembly. At
both these morning assemblies, and also
at the opening of the afternoon and
evening sessions on Sunday, the pro-
ceedings were brightened by the related
experiences of graduates of the Watch-
tower Bible College of Gilead. The theme
of most of these informal chats seemed
to be “keeping at it” in dealing with the
people of good-will, showing patience in
the teaching work, All expressed their
eagerness to obey Jesus’ command to
“go, disciple all the nations” by moving
into foreign fields of activity as soon as
the way to do so was opened.

NOVEMEER 8, 1944

Arrangements for Public Meeting

Upon dismissal the witnesses fanned
out from the auditorium to spend the
morning hours in house-to-house preach-
ing and to put the finishing touches on
the advertising of the public lecture “One
World, One Government”. And it was
really advertised! The means used:
500,000 handbills; 7,500 placards for
store windows and for use by publishers
in information-walking; 7,000 signs for
cars and for posters elsewhere; 30 large
billboards.

Preparations were made to accommo-
date the expected turnout. Hall capacity
was obvionsly inadequnate. Four large
trumpet speakers were installed on the
side of Syria Mosque to serve those not
getting inside. They eould be heard
clearly three blocks distant. An athletie
club was located near by. It had a lawn
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in back of 1t, and eﬂoi'ts to secure this
for chairs proved futlle So the mayor

was visited and permission to close the
street passing in front of Syria Mosque

(and, incidentally, the athletlc club) was
requested. Granted! The mild weather
made such arrangement ideal. KEvery-
thing was set.

Then the athletic club became excited.

They must have the street open. The wit-
nesses would never need the room any-
way. So they fumed and fussed and went
flustering about. To no avail. But were
they right as to the space being needed?
Long before the start of the afternoon
session Syria Mosque was packed. Like-
wise Schenley High School’s facilities.
The crowd overflowed out the doors of
Syria Mosque into the dappled sunshine
under the trees on Lytton avenue. Hun-
dreds were there. Kive hundred chairs
were set up in the street. They were

quickly filled. Five hundred more were
added Hundreds of persons were still
standing. Seven hundred more chairs
swelled the seating capacity of this “air-
conditioned and rent-free auditorium”
to 1,700. But standing room still had to
be utilized. In the soft haze of a warm
autumnal day, 3,000 rapt listeners heard
the message “One World, One Govern-
ment”, the words of comfort and of
battle mingling with the muted rustlings
of changing leaves overhead. The ath-
letic club? They had long before dis-
appeared from the scene.

Preceding the public lecture the con-
vention chalrman spoke on “Theocratic
Ambassadors”. He contrasted the way of
Jehovah in sending out ambassadors in
times of stress with that of the nations,
which insist upon friendly relations dur-

ing such representation. The 1mage seen

by Daniel (chapter 2) was described as
to its present fulfillment, and the audi-
ence laughed heartily at the predicament
of “the -slippery clergy” mixed in with
the 1ron-11ke politicians.

“One World, One Government”

- Following an interlude, the Society’s
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president began the much-advertised and
keenly anticipated public discourse. “One

world, under one perfect and abiding

Goovernment of righteousness, is the
certain destiny of all men of good-will.
What 1s more, 1ts realization is near at
hand.” Thus opened the momentous lec-
ture. But the next few sentences of glow-
ing description of this one world draws
a verdict of “Impossible!” from the llps
of those thinking in terms of man’s
promised “one world” to follow global
war. The irresistible need of a one world
is beyond denying, in view of earth’s
shrinkage, in effect, due to air travel
and means of communication. Whereas
science has wiped out space and time, it

has left untouched the divisive factors

of race, nationality, and religion. Hence
*_vaix!l man’s efforts at “one world” build-
ing

For approximately a half-hour the
speaker then spoke of men’s present and
future efforts in this behalf. Religion’s
role, particularly that of the presuming
pontiff at the Vatican, was exposed as
being spiritual fornication with politics
and commerce, and scathing condemna-
tion fell upon her head as a result of her
leaving out of her proposals any refer-
ence to the needed kingdom of (God by
His Son Christ Jesus. Light shed on
Bible prophecy indicated that religion
would ride the postwar governmental
creation, and the many private audiences
of the pope with Winston Churchill and
Roosevelt’s personal representative,
Myron Taylor, and other leaders were
clted as her preparation to mount the
“new order” beast. Yet, as prophecy also
indicates, religion’s erstwhile lovers will
turn on the old lady and unseat her;
which means Armageddon’s beginning!

Now, at about the halfway point in
the speech, came the transition: “The
dreamers shall perish with their decep-
tive dreams. But the vision of those who
have studied the Word of God and
believed its glorious prophecy of ‘new
heavens’ and a ‘new earth’ of righteous-
ness [2 Peter 3:13] will then be real-
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. ized. How this will be we now examine

. in the radiant light of the sacred Serip-

- tures.” Thence the speaker was off on

- & stirring and thrilling account of just
- what the promised One World would be.
-+ The complete ousting and destruection
- of Satan and his wicked “heavens” and
~ “earth” at Armageddon makes way for
~ the new and lasting One World. Christ
'Jesus and His body-members constitute
its “new heavens”; faithful men of old,
from Abel to John the Baptist, will be
~ raised from the grave as the “new earth”.
" Rule will be Theocratic. All will be
bound in oneness by common worship of
and obedience to The Theocrat, Jehovah.
No politics, no wars, no commerce, and
no religion, to mar the unity of that One

World! And the Armageddon war of

liberation into its blessings would come

absolutely free, with no war debts to
rest on the survivors!

By actual count, the flow of this power-
ful speech was interrupted thirty-four
times by enthusiastic applause. Laughter
at religion’s folly could be heard at times,
and on an occasion or two some were
unable to repress shouts. In the two
jammed auditoriums and in the open air
outside Syria Mosque 10,300 eager
listeners were carried along by the
strong theme of “One World, One Gov-
ernment”; at its conclusion they had a
clear picture of its hope, and the hope-
lessness of man’s religionized makeshift.

The evening session soon came and
passed. Songs, experlences and a three-
part symposium ended the two-day
service convention. The first speaker
emphasized the importance of putting
Kingdom interests first and differentiat-
ing between service to God and to
Mammon ; the second spoke of Jehovah's
ways of blessing His people, and also
of pre-convention difficulties; the third
reminded his listeners that Jehovah has
prepared His people to give the final

warning, that when the “ten kings” find

out that the harlot religion [Revelation
chapter 17] riding the “scarlet beast” is
dishonest and hypocritical in the extreme
NOVEMBER 8, 1944
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they will buck her off, and that in ever-
increasing numbers men of good-will are

‘now fleeing to God’s organization, and

the visible part must be ready to serve.
This two-day assembly was called a
“service assembly”. Was 1it? Faets
answer, Yes. While not at meetings or
refreshing themselves at the cafeteria,
the attenders were serving Jehovah by
engaging in His business of gospel
preaching. And He did not withdraw
uninterestedly into heaven’s courts, but
sent forth His directing spirit to guide
His witnesses. They did “bear witness
unto the truth” by advertising the meet-
ings and by placing over 16,000 pieces of
Bible literature with the people of Pitts-
burgh. Four thousand and ninety-five so
busied themselves. -

The Annual Business Meeting

And now, though the assembly had
ended, Jehovah’s business for His people
there gathered had not ended; no, 1t
had not even reached the climax. How
could that be? It was because of the

annual business meeting scheduled for

‘the morrow. The business then to be

transacted had to do with the legal
corporation, the Watch Tower Bible &
Tract Society. It was the year for the
election of officers. Other routine busi-
ness required by law must be cared for.

‘But these things were not what was to

make this meeting the climactic event
of the three days. Rather, all that had
gone before, in the disecourses of the two-
day service assembly, especially with
respect to Theocratic order, was to find
practical application to the legal organ-

-1zation. There were some shortcomings

in the corporation’s structure. A revised
charter was due to come. In short, the
legal organization was to be Theocra-
trzed!

- So 1t was, with such momentous event
in the offing, the thousands attending
the two-day service assembly did not
part for their respective homes at its
close; but Monday morning, 10: 00 a.m.,
found them seated in Syria Mosque to
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Left to right: Secretary-Treasurer Van Amburgh, President Knorr, and Vice-President Covington.

witness 1mportant proceedings. Not a -

dry business meeting, this. Though only
shareholder-voters had been notified in
writing (about 500 were present, the
others appearing by proxy), yet Syria
Mosque was filled to the brim with inter-
ested on-lookers. How different from
the handful who assembled in business
session 1n Pittsburgh sixty years before,
at the legal Society’s inception!

At 10:15 a.m. N. H. Knorr called the
meeting to order and prayer was offered.
Yes, here too the Lord’s directing power
was not ruled out as unwanted, but
was keenly desired to insure proper
guidance. Routine matters dispensed
with, the election of directors and officers
proc‘eeded The directors elected were:

W. K. Van Amburgh, T. J. Sullivan,

H. H. Riemer, Grant Suiter, N. H.
Knorr, H. C. Covington, and F. W.
Franz. Of these, N. H. Knorr was elected

president; H. C. Covington, vice-presi-

dent; and W. B. Van Amburgh secre-
tary-treasurer

Next, the event of chmax—-—-—aetlon on.-

six resolutions proposing changes 1n
24

the Society’s charter. Previously, each
shareholder-voter had been notified of
these resolutions, that each might come
prepared for the discussion on them. All
were passed; overwhelmingly! A record
vote was cast, running over 225,000. In
passing these resolutions there was much
discussion from the floor by shareholder-
voters, and the thousands of Jehovah’s
witnesses sitting in on the business meet-
ing were mtently interested and respon-

~sive to the air of unity and omneness

dominating as Theocratic order was
magnified above all else, and as it was
spread to embrace the structure of the
legal organization.

Two “of these resolutions are of par-
ticular interest generally. The first pro-
posed the enlarging of the purposes of
the Society. It was a bolstering and
widening -of purposes to cope with the
world-wide work of gospel preaching
ahead, especially as pertaining to post-
war opportunities. To the delight of all
present, 1t deleted “religious” and added
Jehovah’s name to the charter. Then

there was the important third resolution.
CONSOLATION



the corporation. Instédad, membership

must be chosen from each state. Each

'one must have proved himself wholly

“devoted to Jehovah God and His visible
~organization, and this by full-time serv-
ce or part-time as servant in a company
‘organization.

This last resolution was specmlly
welcomed. It placed all contributors,
rich or poor in this world’s goods, on
-equal basis.
alignment in the legal organization. Not
a dissenting voice was raised, but
many spoke enthusiastically for it. One
declared, “This takes the Society off the
gold standard !” Many similar comments
were made, to the delight of all there.
Thus was it made clear that God’s
ness 1s foreign to selfish or ambitious
commercialism. He mneitheér has nor
wants part in that devilish practice; but
He delights to direct His business as it
relates to His witness-giving servants.

While the wvotes on the resolutions
were being counted, the president talked
intimately with the assembly on unity
and oneness and Jehovah’s active force.

Thus thousands had sat and watched
and listened as a momentous change had
occurred in God’s visible organization.

Why the Most Enjoyable? .

At the close of the three-day meet one
could hear on every hand, “T'he most
enjoyable assembly yet.” Why? How
could it be better, for instance, than the
five-day international Theocratic An-
nouncers’ Assembly held last August? It
did not have the releases, as did the
Announcers’ Assembly.
had something the other one did not. Not
so much better, perhaps, as it was differ-
ent; and this difference made 1t the most
enjoyable to date. True, 1t was smaller,
which might contribute to- a more
informal, family-like - gathering; but
there is a deeper and more underlymg
reason. o
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It eliminated the provision of money Icon.. _
tribution’s determining membership in

‘'would be limited to 500, of whom seven

It made for Theocratic

busi-

Yet, this one

The talks of each session, the sessions.
of each day, they all took up and carried
along and progressively advanced the
one theme—Theocratic alignment. The
listeners knew of the business for
Monday. The talks of the previous days
lald the groundwork for its proposals;
they gave solid foundation for the reso-
lutions. The attenders sensed this. They
listened alertly to cateh information that
would guide them on Monday. All were
keenly awake to the import of Monday’s.
events. Would there be opposition to the
business meeting proposals? Or would
they go off smoothly? Would the wit-
nesses generally be interested in the
legal business angles? Or would such-be
considered dry and of no interest? All
these things were in the minds and

hearts of those assembled for the two-
~day service assembly. -

Then came Monday, with the business

‘meeting, and a forward step marking a

milestone in Theocracy’s progress. Not
dry, not cut-and-dried, no bickerings, no
opposition, but a splmt of oneness that
could come only from Jehovah. This
crowned their joy. They had witnessed
an all-out adoption of the resolutions,

the legal organization streamlined for

postwar activity in their Father’s busi-

ness. With necessary court approval of

the charter revisions, a stronger, Theoec-
ratized legal instrument would push
ahead with the unincorporated body of
Jehovah’s witnesses in preaching work.

Was not this cause for unbounded joy?
Yes, was 1t not sufficient reason for the
broad declaration that this compara-
tively small assembly was truly the most

~enjoyable of all? So did those attending

feel. And may the things accomplished
there make themselves felt earth-wide in
time by complete fulfillment of Jesus’
command: “This gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world.”

Then Jehovah’s business of gospel

preaching will be finished, and new
privileges will open up for obedient man-
kind 1in His glorious one world, w1th 1ts
one Government. . -
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Presenting ““This Gospel of the Klngdom

The Emphatic Diaglott
for Analytical Study

- (In Two Parts—Part One)

ONE of the three Seripture editions
published by the Watchtower Society
18 The Empkatw Diaglott. The arrange-
ment of this work and the avenues for

eritical study which it opens to the Bible:

student make it the most valunable trans-
lation of the Greek Secriptures available
for analytical study. This article and

the succeeding one will'aim at bearing

out that assertion. However, 1n the space
allotted, the vast store of material in the
Diaglott ecan only be seratched. But as
the student pursues an individual and
detailed study of its pages the evidence
in support of that claim will mount, and
in time the accumulated proof waill have
- driven home the incomparable value of
The Emphatic Diaglott in the field of
critical and analytical study.

- The history of the Duaglott is inter-
~esting. It was prepared by Benjamin
Wllson and published by Fowler &
Wells Co., New York ecity, in 1864. In
the preface by Mr. Wilson the statement
1s made, “Scrupulous fidelity has been
maintained throughout this version in
giving the true rendering of the original
text into Knglish; no regard whatever
being paid to the prevailing doctrines or
prejudices of sects, or the peculiar tenets
of theologians.” Critical study of the
Draglott bears out the general truthful-
ness of this claim. Even the Alphabetical
Appendix is quite free from common
religious errors; and this may be
attributed to the following fact: Mr.
Wilson was- reportedly a Christadel-
phian. Christadelphians

organized churches are apostate, do not
believe in the “trinity”, do not believe
in the “Inherent 1mmortality of the soul”
or 1n “eternal torment”, but hold that
eternal death 1s the punishment await-
ing the wicked.

Though free, from these basic errors,
26

believe the

they are in bondage to religion, and
there are isolated instances where Mr.
Wilson’s religious leanings seem to
influence his work to some slight extent.
But the very plan and arrangement of
his work serves as a check on this score,
as we shall later see. Mr. Wilson knew
of the truth, and it 1s reported that he
at one time attended some of the meet-
ings of Jehovah’s people, but disagreed
on certain fundamental 1ssues. His work
was used more extensively by Jehovah’s
witnesses than any other group, and 1n
course of time the copyright and plates
and publication rights were bought from
Fowler & Wells Co. and presented to
the Society, and today The Emphatic
Diaglott is published execlusively by its
owners, the Watch Tower Bible and

Tract Society.

The author’s preface brleﬂy lists the
provisions of the Diaglott, saying,
“T'hese features are: An approved
Greek text, with the various readings of
the Vatican Manuseript No. 1209; an
interlineary literal word-for-word Eng-
lish translation; a new. version, with the
signs of emphasis; a coplous selection of
references; many-appropriate, illustra-
tive, and exegetical footnotes; and a
valuable Alphabetical Appendix.” In
addition to the preface, the introductory
material of the Diagloit contains a con-
cise history of the Greek text, a history
of KEnglish versions, a statement to the
reader (in which it 1s shown that, due
to the availability of older manuscripts,
the Dwaglott translation 1s able to correct

many errors that appear in the Author-
ized Version), an outline of the plan of
the work, an explanatlon of the signs
of emphasm used in the emphatic Eng-

lish translation, and the letters and

pronunciation of- the Greek alphabet,
along with a few elementary rules of
Greek grammar. It 1s a primary requi-
site for the student to thoroughly study

‘all this introductory material if he is
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- translation of the Greek Seriptures.

to derive the fullest benefit from this

A carelul study of the Priaglott will

" show the abundance of material it has
'~ to offer to the ceritical student within its

own pages, without going lo any outside
helps on the Greek Seriptures. The pro-
visions within ils own covers make
possible an exhauslive research on the
Christian Seriptures. This, however,
means work, [t means that if one deter-
mines on a certain number of verses that
he is going to critically study, then the
study of those verses includes not just
the emphatie English translation of the
given verses in the right-hand column,
but embraces the left-hand colummn of
the original Greek text with its inter-
linear word-for-word rendering in Eng-
lish, the footnotes that are given on the
verses within the assignment, any ap-
plication of the Ihagloft's 1ntr0du('t01v
matter that may be pertinent; and also
the store of information in the Alpha-
betical Appendix should be tapped for
use if it will add force and weight to
the theme or argnment the verses are
developing. Thus the eritical student has
a iremendous field thrown open to him
for analytical study, and his treatment
of his assignment should exploit all
thege Diaglott features and show their
value.

To forcefnlly show the valnes of the
Diuglott and its superiority in many
respeets, some comparison with the
Authorized Version renderings will be
necessary, This, however, does not mean
that the student should consume his
time in a versc-by-verse comparison, but
should limit comparison tfo disputed
texts and those which in the Authorized
Version ar¢ so erroneously rendered
that they seem fo give credence to false
rehglous doetrines. All these instrue-
tions as to treatment of material will be
illustrated before this discussion closes.

Turning to the pages in the main body
of the Diagloft, one finds the work ar-
ranged in parallel columng on the page.
The left-hand eolumn eontains the Greek
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text, being Dr. Griesbach’s recension of
the 18th century. It is based on a com-
parison of many (reek texts, the older
ones being preferred, and particularly
does it tend to conform 1o the Alexan-
drine Manuscript, of the fifth century.
An interlincar word-for-word Knglish
translation appears with this Greek text,
and enables the student who is not a
(3reek scholar to get at the original
sense of the Greek Scriptures. This is
onc of the Diaglott’s finest features.

In sthe right-hand column is Mr.
Wilson’s own emphatic or emphasized
English {ranslation, the emphasis being
shown by typogrdphleal style, as ex-
plained in the mtwductory matter on
“Signs of Emphasis”. His translation is
based on the interlinear translation, the
renderings of eminent eritics, and on the
varicus readings of the Vatican MS.
No. 1209, a fourth-century manuseript.
Tf the Theocratic minister, reading
along in Mr. Wilson’s emphatic transla-
tion, finds something that does not agree
with what the Bible teaches elsewhere,
he can check up on Mr. Wilson by shift-
ing the eye to the left-hand column and
noting the word-for-word translation,
and even in some cases going to the
untransiated Greek text to settle the
maftter.

For example, the student may open
the Diaglott at John 1:1 and read: “In
the beginning was the Logos, and the
Logos was with Gob, and the T.ogos was
God.” This seems fo support the view
of trinitarians. The minister knows that
that impossible three-in-one doctrine is
false; so he shifts his eye from the right-
hand column to the left-hand column and
reads the interlinear translation: “In g
beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with the God, and a god was the
Word.,” This clears up the diffieunlty.

This text also supplies a fine illustra-
tion of the value of the signs of emphasis
which Mr. Wilson uses in his emphatic
tranglation. The introductory matter
explaining these signs says: “The Greek
article often finds its equivalent in the
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English definite article the, but in the
majority of cases i1t is evidently only
a mark of emphasis. . .. Those words
rendered positively emphatic by the

presence of the Greek article are printed

in small capitals.” Looking once more
at the emphatic translation of John 1:1
in the right-hand column, it 1s noted that
in 1ts first occurrence the word “God”

18 written in capital and small capital

letters, thereby showing the reader that
1t 18 “the God” being referred to; where-

as in the second occurrence, “the Logos
was (God,” the word “God” is written

with a capital and lower-case letters,
~ thereby showing that the Liogos was not
“the God” but “a God”, or mighty one.
- Thus even the emphatic translation of
Mr. Wilson, by its signs of *emphasis,
makes this text of no support to the
“trinity” docfrine. |

Another instance, however, of where

the interlinear sheds more light on a
text 1s Matthew 19:28. There the
Authorized Version speaks of “regenera-
tion”, the emphatic translation in the
Diaglott says “renovation”, but the inter-
Iinear refers to 1t more correctly as “new

birth day”. Again, the Christian might
read Mr. Wilson’s emphatic translation
of Matthew 6: 1: “Beware, that you per-
form not your religious duties before
men, in ‘order to be observed by them;
otherwise, you will obtain no reward
from that father of yoursin the heavens.”
Knowing the incompatibility of Chris-
tianity and religion, the true follower
of God and Christ checks up on the
rendering “religious duties” in the inter-
linear. There he finds, not the words
“religious duties”, but “righteousness”,
and is satisfied that he has the proper
meaning in this latter word.
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It was stated that sometimes it would
be necessary to go to the Greek text
itself to dissolve a difficully. The inter-
linear is not always sufficient, nor is it
final. But to be able to go to the Greek
and thus derive fullest benefit from The
Emphatic Diaglott one must learn the
two pages of material in the infroduc-
tion on the Greek alphabet and some of
the elemental points of Greek grammar.
They are not as diﬂzicult as they might
seem at first glance, And the effort spent
mastering them will pay good dividends.

In a general way, What would be some
of these benefits? It will help in studying
the WarcaTowER publications. Some-
times {reek words, in their Greek
characters, are found therein. Consola-
tion No, 647 had such a word in the ‘pre-
senting the gospel’ series, in the article
“Growth of the Canon of the Hebrew
and Greek Seriptures”. More often, when
(ireek words are given they are trans-
literated, the Greek characters being
replaced by English letters. Still there

is the difficulty of pronunciation. For
instance, a recent Waichiower had in
it the (reek word for “spirit”, namely,
prneumae, which caused many to stumble
in the commenting on and the reading
of the paragraphs when that portion was
studied. Mastery of the two pages in the
Diaglott would erase this difficulty, as
they show the power or equivalent of
the Greek words. Revelation 1:11 and
22:13 would have greater force for one
familiar with the Greek alphabet,
because when he would read about ‘alpha
and omega’ he would know that the first
and last letters of the Greek alphabet
were being referred to.

Surpassing in value these general
benefits ard those that will come to the
student in his eritical study of the Greek
Scriptures, those that will elarify dis-
puted passages. These absorbingly inter-
esting benefits, along with other features
of The Emphatic Diaglott, will occupy
our attention in the next article of this
series,

Jehovah Alone Can Ordain

NY individual of sound mind and

mature in years, who has a knowl-
edge of God’s Word and appreciates His
commands, and who then makes a full
consecration unto God to do His will, is
ordained of God to be His servant, for
ever, if he maintains his covenant, When
Christ Jesus was upon the earth He
consecrated His life to the service of Hig
Father in heaven, and He symbolized
His consecration by water bapiism in the
river Jordan. All His apostles followed
the same eourser Kveryone who properly
claims fo be a Christian or one of Jeho-
vah's witnesses pow will do likewise, One
who has consecrated his life {o the serv-
ice of the Most High will preach the
gospel of the Kingdom as he has op-
portunity, and really puts forth every
effort to do that. One does not go to
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a theological seminary or school to, be
an ordained minister of the gospel..To
go there would mean that he was
ordained of men to preach God’s Word;
whereas the only One who can give the
real authority ,to preach the Word of
(God is Jehovah himself, even as He gave
it unto His Son. (Isaiah 61:1, 2) One
having consecrated himself and having
received the ordination from Jehovah
God will put forth every effort possible
to preach the gospel of the Kingdom by
going from house to house visiting the
peopie of good-will, comforting those
that mourn, calling back on the infer-
ested persons and conducting book stnd-
ies to show them the importanee of Gdd’s
Word and why one must follow its’in-
struction.—1944 Yearbook of Jehovdh's
wilnesses. - ] :

[ £
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The Nursery of Anti-Semitism

”THE following article was sent to
several magazines; and even to the
so-called liberal newspapers, the Post
and PM, but they would not
Roman Catholic influence in New York
is too strong. Do you want to print this

article, which is true? If so, use my

_1n1tlals, not my full name.

Years before Hitler was ever heard of, my
 6-year-old brother came home crying one day.
His friend, Adolph, would not play with him.
Why? Well Adolph shouted at him, “You’re
a Jew. You killed Christ.” Now, we knew the
parents of this boy were not bigoted or preju-
diced against Jews. The two boys had been
playmg together since they were babies. On
inquiring, it was ascertained that the little
~ boy Adolph had been attending a Catholic
parochial school for the past several weeks.
Feeling that this was not an isolated ecase,

kfut could be multiplied by the hundreds, and

perhaps thousands, I endeavored to fathom
the reason for this sudden change of attitude
in the boy. There must be something radically
wrong in the teaching in parochial sehools if
they turn out infantile anti-Semites.:
Knowing that I could not be present in
the classrooms of these schools to hear and
observe, I did the next-best thing. A copy
of one of the books used in Catholie parochial
schools was obtained. A book called “Bible
History”, by “Rev.” Richard Gilmour, bishop
of Cleveland, and published by Benziger Bros.,
of New York, is for the use of Catholic schools
in the United States, as indicated on the title
page. This book, as stated in the book, was

approved by Pope Leo XIIT as Well as Cardl-
nal Gibbons.

It is extremely unfortunate for the Jews
that the betrayer of Jesus was named Judas,
as the first syllable, Ju, of the name is similar
to Jew, and brings to the mind, especially of
a child, the word Jew. However, I was aston-
ished to find on page 13 of this book, under

the chapter reletlng 1;0 Cam end Abel these |

comments:

“The murdered Abel is a figure of Jesua,

- Christ, while Cain is a figure of the traitor
30

print 1t;

without country,

wherever they were found,
- and threw them into prison; others they ban-
ished, some they put to death. .
the Jews were in power, there the followers
of Christ suffered.”

Jews were pumshed_

Judas and the Jewish peOple, who put our

Saviour to death:”

- Here 1s a direct linking of the J ewish people
with the traitor Judas. Nothing is left to the
imagination. To a child, the reasoning is thus:
Judas was a traitor; therefore all Jewish
people are treacherous, and cannot be trusted.
This is the only inference that can be made
from the quotation. *

On page 209, under the chapter regarding
the condemnation of Jesus, is this paragraph:

“For eighteen hundred years has the blood
been upon the Jews. Driven from Judea—
without home—strangers
amongst strangers—hated, yet feared-—have
they wandered from nation to nation, bear-
ing with them the visible signs of God’s curse.
Like (Cain, marked with a mysterious sign,
they shall continue to wander till the end
of the world.”

The last sentence should be noted, ‘as it
does not speak of the past, but of the future.
Does not such a statement justify any treat-
ment that Jews may suffer in the future?
After all, they are bearing God’s curse. Does
this not excuse all the excesses of the Nazis,
the murders of millions of Jews, and explain
the apathy of the Gentile world to the prob-
lem of the Jews mm Europe?

On page 258; under “Church Hlstory ,
is the following:

“With the spread of Chrlstlanlty rose
enmities and hatreds amongst both Jews and
Gentiles. As the Jews had persecuted Christ,
so they also persecuted His apostles and were
the first to rise up against Christianity. They

scourged Peter and John; stoned St..Stephen;

cast St. James headlong from the roof of the

Temple and beat out his brains with a fuller’s

mallet. [Pleasant reading for juveniles.]
“They also seized upon the Christians
secourged them

. Wherever

‘311 the next page, 259, it is related how the
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“The ecity (Jerusalem) was taken, the
Temple burned, the people sold into slavery,
and thus dispersed over the world ¢s we now
find them, without country,or king. Truly the
“blood of Chrlst is upon them.”

Note the word “is” in the last sentence;
not “was upon them”, but “is upon them”.
Even an adult, not to speak of child, would
firmly believe from this book that all the
misfortunes of the Jews are merely in expia-
tion of the crime committed by them two
thousand years ago; therefore, they are fated
to be persecuted and tortured, and helping
in this regard is merely fulfilling God’s will.
~ There is nothing in this book to explain
to -a child that the Jews spoken of were
merely a handful compared with the entire
Jewish population at the time of Christ.
Although it is mentioned that Jesus was a
Jew, no mention is made that the diseciples
were Jews and that the first Christians were
Jews. There is nothing to point out to a

has

child that the Jewish people today are not
paying the penalty for the acts of a few, two

‘thousand years ago: that Jews are not Judas.

The Catholic church is jealous of its rights
to educate its children, providing parochial
schools in opposition to public schools to
insure that their children receive religious
training in their education. But rights also
entall obligations, to see that this religious
training does not create anti-Semitism among
the children or give distorted views to them
of the Jewish people. Where anti-Semitism
has been firmly implanted in a child, especl-
ally from the church, it can never be eradi-
cated, even under the most persuasive reason-

ing and argument; the only hope is that it can

be lessened. in severity. Therefore, the church
a solemn obligation to revise its curricu-
lum and textbooks to give an objective and
unbiased hlstory of the church and of ChI'lS-
tianity.

—=S. F., Brooklyn, N.Y.

N HIS book The Roman Catholic

Church wn Italy, published in London
by Morgan & Scott, Alexander Robert-
son, D.D., Venice, lists a few of the things
that have been or are still on sale: .

- Amongst the unholy articles offered for
sale in the “Pope’s Shop” were licenses to
break the laws, and dispensations to live in
sin. These articles were in constant demand,
so that this was a most luerative branch of

business. At the Reformation, lists of such

persons were called for by the English gov-
ernment, and these lists still exist in the State
Papers Office. Mr. Froude, in his History of
England, transeribes some of them. From
these we learn that not only lay persons, but
deans, vicars, and parish priests, compounded
for money to be allowed to live without
admonition in the grossest licentiousness.

Dr. Robertson gives a long list of some
of the relies that in 1905, the date of
his book, were'still in existence, and were
still makmg money for thelr owners, and
continues:
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La Bottega del Papa

The cradle is in the church of Santa Maria
Maggmre ‘the teeth and hair in that of Santa
Croce in Gerusalemme; the camicia, the table
of the Last Supper, and the towel used at

the feet-washing, are all in S. Giovanni in

Laterano; the iron bar of Hades is in a room
over the Santa Seala; and in other churches
there are His swaddling-clothes, speeimens of
the bread and fish miraculously multiplied,
the 1mpressign of His feet, the temple altar
on which He was presented, the column
against which He leaned when disputing with
the doctors, and that to which He was tied
when scourged, and most of the things con-
nected with the crucifixion.

Torture Not J ustified

¢ Alfred Kimball Hills, M.D., editor,
Medical Times: “We are not personally
of the number who believe that the tor-
ture of amimals is justified, even for
sclentific purposes, nor are we of the
optimists who assure anti-vivisectionists
that medical men never perform painful

experiments on animals.”
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IGNORANCE

18 no excuse for followmg a mistaken
course when one mlght have had the
needful knowledge by means of reason-
able diligeﬁce. Great things are happen-
ing in the world today, and even greater
‘events lie ahead. To be perSOnally pre-
pared‘for these requires that you
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ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.”—2 Timothy 2: 15.

AN AID

in the study of God’s word of truth, the Holy Scriptures, the Bible, is the
WATCHTOWER magazine, issued for your benefit twice monthly, in sixteen-
page format and readable type, and containing well-prepared articles on these
undeniably vital sﬂbjects, giving consideration to matters of the highest importance
to those who woulfl_ have no cause to be ashamed. Avail yourself of the oppor-
tunity to know the truth, dnd the truth will make you free. Subscribe for the
WATCHTOWER magazine, and do it today, ﬁlhng out the follow:mg form and
malhng it with your remittance of $1.
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WATCHTOWER 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N.Y.

| I want to ‘study to show myself approved to God’, and would like to receive The
| Waichtower twice a month for the following year. Find enclosed $1 to help cover cost.
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