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In Brief
Bombs and %__egqgngs
¢ In a recent isstic the London Universe
(Catholic) published on its front page
the following two paragraphs:
All U, 8. Airmen Are Blesgsed Before Fly-
ing. Every Catholic U. 8. Army flier receives

a priest’s blessing immediately before his

plane leaves the tarmae on an operational
flight. This faet was disclosed by Lord Sempill
in a speech in London on Saturday. He gave
credit to Fr. John E. Foley, senior U. 8. Army
chaplain, for having made arrangements for
this spiritual comfort. He expressed the hope

that other commands might see their way to

extend this privilege to Catholic men engaged
in hazardous enterprises.

There you have the beginning of an
operational flight. And now, for the
resuits achieved by such a-sortie, read
paragraph 2:

Cathedral in Rome’s Port Bombed. Our
Lady’s Cathedral at Civitavecchia, the port
of Rome, was badly damaged during a raid
by United States planes, says Reunter, quoting
the German news agenrey. The Church of St.
Antony and several schools were also damaged.
The Bishop’s palace, next to the cdthedral,
was destroyed. Mgr. Drago, Bishop of Tar-

- quinia and Civitavecchia, resides alternately

in the two towns. _

The Pope Is Told. Bishop (aleazzi, of
Grosseto, along the coast about 60 miles north
of Clivitavecchia, visited the Holy Father last
Friday, says Reuter, to give details of the
recent raid by U. S. bombers.

Well, here is the question or conun-
drum, call it what you will, which we
should like answered: If a Roman Cath-
olic priest blesses a Roman Catholic
airman before an operational-flight, and
the Roman Catholic airman bembs a
Roman Catholic cathedral and a Roman
Cathalic hishop’s palace, and a Roman
Catholic hishop reports the matter to
the Roman Catholic pope, what does the
Roman Catholie pope say to the Roman

*

Catholic priest who hlessed the Roman

Catholic airman? Perbaps a Roman

Cathohc priest could give the answer.
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Rep_ort of the

United Announcers’ Theocratic Assembly
August 9-13, 1944

Ag helg In the key clty of Buffale, N Y.

ORLD leaders promise a divided,
fighting, dying humanity a unity
to come. By the grace of Jehovah God
there is a rightecus ruling government
that spreads before the peoples of earth
blessings of unbreakable unity; and not
a unity to come, if you please, but unity
here! The gates of that government of
unity are thrown wide to receive the
streams of men of good-will flowing
toward it, men to whom Jehovah God
has promised ‘peace on earth’, (Luke
2:14; Isaiah 2: 2-4) Worldly commitiees
and commissions and conventions assem-
ble and fuss and hicker and quarrel as
to the means of gaining a unified world
to come, The thousands of adherents of
the already-established Theocratic Gov-
ernment of unity also assemble in con-
vention, hut not to formulate rules of
government or to plan policies, nor to
strive over these matters, Unity, not
division, distingnishes the gatherings of
Jehoval's subjects, Well exemplified was
this in the recent Assembly, the United
Announcers’ Theocratie Assembly, of
Jehovah's people. They met and studied
and worked together, and at the close
of the Assembly they departed in single-
ness of resolve to proclaim to others the
good news concerning the perfeet Gov-
ernment of unity already set up, to
unitedly announce, “The kingdom of
heaven is at hand!”—Matthew 4:17.
Though world propaganda agencies
QCTQBER 5, 1944

grind out an endless flood of human
prophecies sulogizing the postwar global
organization to come by man’s creation,
the solemn announcement of a heavenly
‘kingdom at hand’ still stands as the
message of the hour. It is the message
that directs attention to the only sgource
of righteous and lasting government and
peace, that is, Jehovah God and His
King-Son Christ Jesus, the true “Higher
Powers”. Men of good-will being inter-
ested in this message, they will also be
interested in the message-bearers, Par-
tienlarly will they delight in perusing a
report of the above-mentioned Assembly,
emphasizing, as it did, the Kingdom
theme and ifs announcement, This
Assembly of Jehoval’s witnesses was
world-wide in scope, but we narrow our
vision in this article to take in only the
key city of Assembly, namely, Buffalo,
New York,

The beautiful and modernly designed
Buffalo Memorial Auditorium was en-
gaged for the event, The convention
organization in that city was started
rolling in June, and thereafter each day
saw the tempe of pre-convention activity
stepped up and momentum gained nntil
the machine-ltke speed and precision
needed to accomplish the work were
attained., A few days before the Assem-
bly was to convene a skeletfon crew of
Witnesses started to work in the Me-
morial Auditorium. Their zeal stirred a
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reporter of the Buffalo Courier Express
to comment as follows:

Applying literally the old Biblical [1%]
saying that cleanliness is next to Godliness,
members of the Jehovah witnesses are giving
Memorial Aunditorium the house-cleaning of
its lifetime in preparation for their national
convention which will open tomorrow, Armed
with mops and pails, volunteer squads yester-
day swarmed from basement to gallery of the
huge convention hall, scene of many a
sporting event and national assembly. They
polished windows to transparent brilliancy
and serubbed the floors until they looked like
reflectors. This was only the finishing touch.
Other volunteer workers have been here for
the last two weeks, installing special plumbing,
electric fans, constructing cafeteria benches,
and doing s thousand and one other jobs.

Yet, to one arriving on Monday,
August 7, the Auditorium seemed some-
what deserted. True, these few score
of zealons Witnesses were busily en-
gaged in setting up cafeteria equipment,
arranging for the hookroom, and mak-
ing other preparations for the operation
of the various departments that play
such a vital role in the Theocratic assem-
blies of Jehovah’s witnesses. But this
handful of workers seemed lost in the
expansive building that housed the bowl-
shaped auditorium and the lesser assem-
bly halls. August 8 found the work-
ing corps increased, but the spacious
building still clung to its air of desertion.
‘With the dawning of August 9 and the
opening day of the United Announcers’
Theocratic Assembly, what a change!
Early in the morning crowds surged
around the huge strurcture; when the
doors were thrown open to the conven-
tioners they filed in and breakfasted in
the hastily but efficiently organized cafe-
teria in the basement Exhibition Hall;

“and when the enirances to the audi-
torium seats were opened the Witnesses
streamed in there for the morning ses-
sion for field service. All that morning
the incoming Witnesses arrived, ate,
obtained territory, and departed for the
field of service o sing Jehoval’s praises.
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There was no way of knowing how many
were there; they came and went, and
returned. All that was certain was this:
the first day’s attendance would be large.

As the Witnesses arrived the forces
needed to operate the various depart-
ments grew., Willing volunteers regis-
tered at the Volunteer Service booth for
work assignment. Thence they reported
to a servant in charge, received their
specifiec assignment, and took their place
as an Integral part of the: convention
organization, The departments must be
operating on this first day; a large crowd
would be there to be accommodated;
well-manned departmental forces must
be gquickly set up and organized to meet
the unknown needs of that first day. A
humanly impossible task was accom-
plished. Jehovah direeted His servants
in their duties, and each one filling his
assigned place contributed to the snecess
and smoothness of operation on that
first, erucial day. Here, indeed, was unity
exemplified!

Opening Session Attendance )

As the time drew near for convening
the afternoon session, the Witnesses
active in the field began to return; those
just arriving on the scene stayed., Still
the streams of humanity flowed toward
the massive Auditorium building. From
private cars, from buses, from trains,
from every means of transportation
the eager delegates came. Converging
on their objective they poured into the
main auditorium, filled the arena floor,
its wing-seats, the mezzanine, and then
the first ring of halcony seats. Still the
delegates came. They streamed through
the many entrances to the top baleony

till the last place in that tremrendous

crowning ring of seat sections was
occupied. They overflowed the seating
capacity of that great howl-like audito-
rinm, and the surplus spilled into the
auxiliary assembly halls,

The city of Buffalo was amazed,
utterly dumfounded. Had not one of
their papers in mentioning conventions
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Two depurtments at the key eity:

estimated no more than 3,000 delegates
for the Jehovah’s wilnesses’ Assembly?
Yet here the first day, the very first
session of a five-day meet, the mammoth
auditorium in which the city takes guch
pardonable pride [ails to accommaodate
the attenders! On that first day 16,000
tax the faeilities of the Auditorium.

They expectantly awaited the official
opening of the 1944 Assembly. In this
they were not alone. Aundiences in six-
teen other cities in the [United States
likewise sat in anticipation of this
moment. A maze of telephone lines were
to emanate from the key ecity and fie
them in with it. The telephonic circuit
clicked shut, seventeen audicnees became
as one, and the United Announcers’
Theoeratic Assembly was on!

Farly in the address of weleome the
convention chairman, H. C. Covington,
explained the title given to the Assembly,
saying: “It is uniled because all atiend-
ing arve welded together and joined as
one to our great Lvuder, Christ Jesus,
1t 1s an anrouncers’ assembly because
each one is a witness, proclaimer and
announcer of a vital message. Theocratic
it is because it stands for the Govern-
ment of the new world by Jehovah
through Christ Jesus.” The speaker
then traced the mushroom-like growth
of lhese Theocratic assemblies, spring-
ing up from the 200 that attended in

OCTOBER 25, 1944

(1) sound; (2} advertising.

1890 to the 169,600 that assembled in
convention last year. “This increase
shall not cease,” he declared, and next
cited the angry tide of opposition this
continued prosperity would cause to
arise from Satan’s visible and invisible
dupes. Notwithstanding, “until the final
victory we are determined to maintain
the war-alert, keep on the full armor of
(rod, being armed with the ‘sword of
the spirit’. There will be no relaxing or
furlongh-taking by the faithful.” Then,
coneluding on the joyful note of the
bountiful assembly blessings of the five
days before the convention altenders,
he gave way to the president of the
Watchtower Society, N. H. Knorr, who
wias to sound the convention theme in
the keynote speech entitled “Seek Ye
First the Kingdom”.

Keynote Sounded, Accepted

After waiting out the welcoming ap-
plause of the vast audience, the presi-
dent began in measured tones: “Jehovah
is the Tather in heaven, whobe name
must be held sacred, in harmony with
the H’l‘wpﬂ"@d prayer: ‘Hallowed be thy
name.’ No fatheris a better provider of

-all good and needful things than Jeho-

vah God. No [amily is happier and more’
hlessed than His.” Thenee he wove into
the discourse the Kingdom theme, and
how men counterfeit the Kingdom and
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try to monepolize the {ime and energies
of mankind and hold them in subjection
to Satan’s rule. But Christ Jesus sparned
the “artificial, whooped-up glory” of
worldly kingdoms and gave Jehovah's
kingdom the first and fullest place in
His life, likening it unto “a pear] of
great price”. To His disciples He fer-
vently counseled: “Seeck not ye what ve
shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither
be ye of doubtful mind. For all these
things do the nations of the world seek
after: and your Father knoweth that
ye have need of these things. But rather
seek yve the kingdom of God; and all
these things shall be added unto you.
Fear not, little flock; for it is your
Father’s gnod plea_sure to give you the
kingdom.”—Luke 12: 29-32.

Jesus set the example, He relied npon
His heavenly Father for the supplying
of His personal wants, He did not misuse
His miraculous powers to satisfy self.
Such reliance in God was to be a test
of the faith of His fellowers, whom He
admonished to seek the more important
thing, the Kingdom, and allow hodily
needs to rest in the hands of Jehovah.
All this was capably summed up in
modern setting, as follows:

At this end of the world, with its penlous
times, when food rationing is in practice, and
even clothing must be bought on peints, and
prices hit the ceiling for rents and housing
and other life-necessaries, it is hard not to
worry about these things. It calls for the
highest confidence in the Lord not to make
these things the chicf objective on one’s pro-
gram bui to keep on giving one’s chief thonght
and attention to serving God and His Theoe-
racy. The former is a selfish pursuit common
to all the world; but the latter is unselfish,
The former is a self-serviece, an idolizing of
self, and akin to demonism; the [atter is a

service of the interesls of God’s Righteous

Government. We ecannot divide ourselves
between both pursuits; we cannot be eom-
formed to this world and seek after the things
it worries about, without shoving God’s king-
dom into the background as of less value than
self, There are only the two masters: and
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where these masters do not even co-operate,
but are at deadly enmity with each other, we
cannot love and serve both at the same time
and receive reward from both. On this eritieal
matter Jesus said: “No man can serve iwo
masters: for either he will hate the one, and
love the other; or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the other, [Likewise:] Ye
cannot serve God and mammon.”

Pursuing this theme of ‘Kingdom
first’ the speaker showed how it must be
gought, how the Kingdom-seeker must
stay on the job, and that, so doing, the
faith-proving one would find that the
great Provider would care for his physi-
cal wants and add bounteous feastings
of all-important spirilual food. In clos-
ing be declared with appropriate force:
“The Theoeratic Government is at hand,
and the ‘old world’ organization of Satan
the Devil is facing early destruction. A
decisive choice must be made between
the everlasting Government that will
dominate Jehovah’s universe and the
swiftly outgoing old world. For those
who love Him with all their heart and
soul there is but one choice. Tt is the
one they made at their consecration to
Him, namely, ‘Seek ye first the kingdom
of God’” (Full text of this keynote
speech will be found in the Septem-
ber 15, 1944, issue of The Watchtower.)

Was the keynote thus sounded aceept-
able to the assembled thousands? Indeed
it was, judging by the vigorous applause,
round after round of it, that punctuated
the very capable delivery of the hour-
long discourse. Particularly heart-thrill-
1ng was it to the more than 2,000 pioneers
who listened at the key city; they could
appreciate to the fullest the care of the
heavenly Father. Had not they aban-
doned the pursuit of material things to
‘seck first the Kingdom’? and had not
the promises of divine care rehearsed
in this stirring talk been fulfilled in their
individual cases?

The First Release

The hands of the large clock sus-
pended high above the arena floor now
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pointed to 4:30, and time for the dis-
course, “Song of Kingdom Service,” by
a director of the Society, . W. Franz.
Song did not originate with man, but
long before his creation hosts in heaven
gave voice to songs of praise to Jehovah;
an angelic chorus heralded the birth of
the babe Jesus two thousand years ago;
and evidence was presented showing
that on occasion the man Christ Jesus
made vocal melody in unison with His
disciples. Hence the inescapable con-
clusion reached was that, in addition to
the primary singing out of the Kingdom
tidings and the gladsome song of the
Kingdom as at hand, it is proper and
pleasing to God for His. carthly servants
to lift their voices in literal song, song
having as its theme the Kingdom and its
service. The argument fTully developed,
the surprise came: As the speaker an-
nounced a provision of Jehovah to give

ractical force to the right prineiple of

ingdom singing, Mr, Knorr stepped
forward and placed a red booklet in his
hand. A 64-page Kingdom Service Song
Book! This first release touched off a
grand burst of applause, which con-

tinued as it was held aloft and displayed.

Further joyous hand-clappings greeted
the announcement that this new pro-
vision would be used at the weekly
service meetings of Jehovah’s witnesses.
On this high piteh of excitement the
opening , session closed, the hookup
ended, and the dismissed assemblies
eagerly filed by the ushers distributing
the first release,

It was not long in being put to use,
A scant two hours separated the after-
noon and evening sessions, and, what
with the hustle and bustle of getting the
evening meal in the cafeteria and the
" flurry of delegates still keyed up by the
afternoon’s fast-moving events, this
short interim soon passed. Onee more
the Witnesses were seated in the audi-
torium. Then, for fifteen minutes, they
reveled in joyful song. With the bright-
. red songbook in hand, and accompanied
by an orchestra of fifty-four musicians
OCTOBER 25, 1944

from many different states, the happy
announcers united their voices in glad-
some melodies of Kingdom service. The
congregational singing was followed by
the programed discourses, four of them,
on the subjects “A Feast of Fat Things”,
“Prayer and the Christian,” “Prayer and
The Theocracy,” and “Teach Me to Do
Thy Will”. All these discourses were
based on Waichiower articles published
during the past year, and the timely
review, followed by prayer, closed the
opening day of the United Announcers’
Agsembly.

Shortly thereafter the throngs had
dwindled away and only the crew of
night watchmen remained. Little groups
fanned out in all directions to reach
their respective lodgings. Some few had
to search for quarters, even at the Iate
hour. The problem of rooming facilities
was perhaps the convention’s greatest.
The American Legion was holding a
state convention in the city during the
Witnesses’ Assembly, and through the
Buffalo Convention Bureau they had
contracted for 2,000 hotel rooms, or all
those ordinarily available for convention
purposes. This left only the homes of
the people as a source for the bulk of
the rooms needed. It meant a thorough
seouring of the city in a house-to-house
canvass. Six times the entire city was
covered, and some sections were gone
over a seventh ; but results were obtained
in the end. Not just results in so far
as finding accommodations for the con-
vention delegates was concerned, but
something else was accomplished in
addition thereto.

Hotels, in the main, had turned down
the Witnesses and chosen the Legion.
So the Witnesses turned to the homes
of the common people, who did more than
supply housing facilities: they heard.
the Kingdom message gladly. Apparent-
ly the Lord directed this matter, as all
others. If the hotels had opened their
doors to the Witnesses these ministers
would have missed many an opportunity
to witness to householders. Not only was

7



"a verhal witness to the Kingdom given
in these hundreds of Buiffalo residences,
but in some studies were actually started
and later turned over to the local com-
pany of Jehovah's witnesses to continue
after the delegates departed. Thousands
of Buffaloans hecame personally ac-
quainted with the Witnesses. They were
impressed. They realized many of the
things they had heard about them were
false. Some refused to accept any rental
fee at the close of the Assembly, Others
provided breakfasts for the Witnesses,
free of charge. And many of these im-

- pressed householders attended some of
the Assembly sessions. The situation
worked even to & testimony to the hotels.
Many of them did have a sprinkling of
Witnesses, along with a drove of Legion-
naires. The contrast was noteworthy.
The Witnesses were gniet, courteous,
considerate, and minded their own busi.
ness; whereas the boisterous Legion-
naires made themselves obnoxious by
their coarse and ribald “jokes” and gen-
eral air of self-importance and arro-
gance. Many hotel employees and man.

.agers expressed their disgust with them,
and their appreciation of Jehovah’s
witnesses. :

The Second Day, and a Demonstration
Back to the Assembly at the Memorial
Auditorinm, and the second day. The
day’s activity started off with the morn-
ing assembly for field service, as did
each of the five days. These hali-hour
periods were given over to discussion of
~ daily Bible texts, field-service experi-
ences, and announcements pertaining to
service arrangements for the day. These
early sessions were particularly enliv-
ened by the thrilling experiences of
ministers graduated from the Watch-
tower Bible College of Gilead, which
institution is located at South Lansing,
New York. Many of their accounts of
activity were of their aiding the Spanish-
speaking people of Texas border towns,
The experiences revealed the patience
and persistence needed to win the eon-
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fidence of the fear-ridden Mexican
people, and reports of the large numbers
of Bible studies started with these truth-
hungry ones drew approving applause
from the audience. In the course of the
Assembly forty-one of these Gilead-
trained special publishers hrightened
the program with reports from the front
lines of battle of truth against religious
Pes. All the evidence pointed to the fact
that they had profited much from the
training they had received at Gilead and
that they were, as a result better
soldiers of the Lord.

Following the morning assembly of.
Thursday, August 10, the announcers
were dismissed to the field to proclaim
the good news of the Kingdom and to
extend to people of good-will invitations
to attend the Assembly sessions, espe-
cially the public lecture scheduled for
Sunday afternoon. Returning to the
Auditorium and refreshing - themselves
by partaking of the wholesome temporal
food available in the cafeteria, they
again filed into the auditorium. Many
listened in the spacious basement, while
other hundreds remained outside and
heard over strategically placed loud-
speakers. The 16,000 that met for the
opening session the day before had now
grown to 20,000. For two hours they sat
quietly and listened to discussions on
“The Publisher in Theocratic Service”,
“Duties of the Servant to the Brethren,”
and “Company Organization and Serv-
ants’ Responsibility” .

The first talk drove hard on a vital
point: the need of everyone seeking
divine approval to be a publisher in the
field of service. That publishing work is
done by ministering and preaching “pub-
licly, and from house to house”, which
constitutes a revival of preaching meth-
ods used by the perfect example, Christ
Jesus, and His apostles and early disci-
ples. That way long ago blazed by such
reliable examples of faithfulness Jeho-
vah’s’ witnesses today will follow until
the testimony work is finished, eome -
what ‘may in the way of cruel persecu-
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tion. The two discourses that followed
: outlined the proper organization and
thie duties of various appofnted servants,
that as the individual publishers keep
covenant by preaching they may work
. In unity one with the other, In all thls
~organized and unified activity the pri-
mary and all-essential requirement. was
forcefully shown to be the unifying spirit
of Jehovah God.

The Assembly eonvening for the eve-
ning session after a two-hour intermis-
gsion, the theme of service was further
stressed but this time in a different and
unique way. The eonvéntion program
listed it as a “Service Meeting”. It was
a demonstration, a model service meet-
ing. It was de31gned to ald the ecompanies
of Jehovah’s witnesses in their conduct
of the weekly service meeting wherein
they organize the service work in their
local fields of activity. It was packed
with practieal instruection, and as .the
various servants of this model company
conduected their respective portions of
the demonstration, and as the audience
on the stage responded to questions pro-
pounded, many of the onlookers made
mental notes as to ways of more nearly
conforming to this model meeting in
their local companies. But demonstra-
tions such as this have been offered
hefore at Theoeratic assemblies, Where-
in did this one surpass all previous ones,
and stand out as unique?

The setting made the difference. The
15-minute song-fest opening the evening
segsion had comeluded. The model: serv-
ice meeting audience of 32 persons had
taken their seats on the platform. The
demonstration was due to begin. But,
what’s this? Without warning all lights
except one went out. The vast interior
of the huge aunditorium was plunged
into blackness, with tlie exeeption of
the small area illuminated by the one
light yet shining. And this lone light
beamed its rays down upon the little
group on the stage; from its suspended
position above the stage it sent down a
cone of light that threw the model com-
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pany into sharp relief while exeluding
from its revealing rays the thousands
also present in the anditorium. The vast
assemblage enveloped in Dblackness
seerned far removed, no longer there.
Even the convention seemed to take
time out. For the hour that the demon-
stration lasted it seemed that the con-
ventioners were transported to some
average-size company of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses in the South; or middle west; or
some other place, any other place, in "the
eountry. It was just any typical alert
company of Witnesses having their
weekly service meeting, And there, in
that island of brilliant light in the midst
of a sea of blackness, this superb demon-
stration thrilled beyond words the thou-
sands of onlookers that peered in upon
the little company meeting. It made a
deep and permanent impression, and,
along with a similarly presented demon-
stration on ¥riday evening of a model
Theoegatic ministry school, was among
the most-talked-of features ‘of the entire
Assembly,

Pioneers, and the Second Release

But now all lights flash on again, and
the spell is broken. Nevertheless, the
grand climax for this evening session is
still ahead. For a second time the tele-
phonie eircuit is elosed and sixteen other
cities are joined with the key city. The
president is to speak on “Field Blessings
and Privileges”, His remarks were to
he addressed speclﬁcally to the pioneers,
all of whom at the key clty (more than
2,800) were assembled in seats on the
arena floor immediately in front of the
speaker’s platform.

The president advanced to the micro-
phone and began. For one hour he
painted a stirring word picture of the
Increase. of Klngdom aetivity, specially
a8 to the pioneers’ part therein, The
expansion of the work in the foreign
fields.- where Gilead graduates had heen
sent was particularly thrilling. In Octo-
ber, 1943, when twelve were sent to
Cuba there were then in that land only
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648 publishers out of the 4,000,000 popu-
lation. Now, during the last four months,
a5 g result of the intensive activity of
the Gilead graduates, there had been an
average of 1,030 publishers, These
twelve special publishers conduet 207
studies weekly, with 469 persons in
attendance. Some of the people pro-
gressed in six months from a book place-
ment to being full-time workers them-
selves, In Puerto Rico the four Gilead
graduates sent there plaeed 2,947 books
in four months, and conduet 86 studies
g week, with 178 persons in attendance.
Pioneers sent from this country are even
teaching people to read and write;
“which is something the priests have
never done,” the speaker added, to the
amusement of those assembled, who
really appreciate and favor the principle
of “free edueation”,

Then it happened, that eclimactic
announcement that overshadowed all
that had gone before and threw the vast

audience into such thunderous applause. -

To the aimazement and unspeakable joy
of the united announcers, the president
declared that henceforth one of the “field
blessings and privileges” {o be enjoyed
by all Theocratic publishers would be
the distribution of the WarcHTOWER
edition of the American Standard Ver-
sion Bible. Ag he held it aloft the roar
of forty thousand clapping hands filled
the Aunditorium, and as he proceeded to
outline the historly of this version and
its advantages, and especially the state-
ment that the Warcarower edition was
the first to include a 95-page cyclopedie
concordance, repeated applause showed
hearty acceptance of this new instrument
for field service. And when all this was
capped by the announcement that all
pioneers assembled on the arena floor
were to be presented & personal copy
free, shouts of sheer joy burst from their
lips, accompanied by happy applause
from all others present, In orderly rows
the pioneers filed out, receiving the
precious gift with happy smiles and eyes
shining with joy. So closed a day of

10

inexpressible delight, the second day of
Theocratic assembly.

The Third Day, and
. Another Demonstration
The third day dawned eclear, and
9:00 a.m. found the conventioners once
more in the auditorium for field service
instructions for the day. More new-
comers were on hand, and the reinforced
army of Witnesses sallied forth fo step

up the tempo of the Kingdom-announce-

ment work and also the advertigzing of
the public meeting on Sunday. That
afternoon, before an audience of 22,000,
a comprehensive survey was given by
six speakers on the subject of Jehovah’'s
spirit, The symposium consisted of talks
on “The Spirit”, “Spiritual Begetting,”
“Why Few Are Chosen of Many Called,”
“The Spirit Advocate,” “The Anointing,”
and “The Invited Ones”. This “Latest
Review”, as the program lsted it,
showed how Jehovah’s spirit operates
on both the anointed remnant of Christ’s
body-members and the “other sheep”,
who gain life eternal on earth. The
smooth-running Assembly was itself a
tangible demonstration of Jehovah’s
gpirit, or active force, upon His peO}ile,
be they of the heavenly or the earthly
class,

The evening session foensed attention
on the Course in Theoeratic Ministry,
which is regularly conducted by the
companies of Jehovah’s witnesses. The
first forty-five minutes were consumed
by a discourse on “The Value of Theo-
erafte Ministry”. The speaker showed
how the course had benefited many indi-
vidually, enabling them to speak more
effectively and imcrease their efficiency -
in the witness work. Evidence from-
actual records was produced to show the
stimulus the course had imparted to the
gospel-preaching activity, especially in
the vital fields of the back-call work and
the book-study work. It was stated in
conelusion that “the course in Theoceratic
ministry is, in part, an answer to a
prayer uttered by David thousands of
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yvears ago, a prayer oft repeated by
Jehovah’s witnesses in these perilous
‘last days’, a praver oft repeated by
Jehovah’s witnesses in this year 1944.
What is that prayer? Look, and see
for yourself!” With that the speaker
gestured toward the streaming banner
above the platform, where, on a back-
ground of pure white, the red- and silver-
spangled letters glittered and gleamed
for all to read: “Teach me to do thy
will; for thou art my God” (Psalm
143:10) 1t was the veartext for 1944,
And that was “the value of Theoeratie
ministry”; that is, it was one of the aids
in teaching Jehoval’s witnesses fo do
His will.

Then the highlight of the evening ses-
sion took over. In setting like that of the
model service meeting the evening previ-
ous, a demonstration of the proper con-
duet of the Theocratic ministry course
was given. Its delightfulness and instrue-
tiveness equaled that gained from the
other demonstration. Nineteen men and
‘women were used. The roll was called, a
review on the previous week’s ingtruction
talk conducted, and an instruetion talk
on “New World Theocratie Concordance”
followed. Next three student speakers
discoursed on “Free Education”, “Trad-
ing in Pounds,” and “Rebecca”. Excellent
though they were, the school instructor
noted points for improvement, The
course concluded. All this had taken
place in the field of bright light shining
on the platform. The vast convention
audience was invisible, but from time to
time, as oceasion prompted, applause or
friendly laughter from the enveloping
blackness reminded the platform group
of the audience’s presence.

Some of the Convention Departments

The close of this third day found all
departments functioning with Theeocratic
smoothness, All raggedness of operation
and minor perplexities of the opening
day had been ironed out. Brief men-
tion of some of the departments will
be of interest. Volunteer service supplied
CCTOBER 25, 1944

the man-power. They registered and
assigned upward of 5,500, Combined
cafeteria activities drew 3,000 of these
convention workers. Ushering was next,
having 1,300. The remaining 1,200 were
used in such departments as bookroom,
territory, service, checkroom, hospital,
advertising, cleaning, sound, and others.

A glance at the largest first, the cafe-
teria. Actually, it was seventeen little
cofeteria-units blended into one large
whole. There were sevenieen complete
serving places, with seventeen lines of
people passing through, a line to each
unit, The cafeteria served 11,000 con-
ventioners an hour, Here are the quan-
tities of a few of the items used: Beef,
12,000 pounds; ham, 1,568 pounds; fish,
5,000 pounds; cheese, 3,208 pounds;
bread, 9,822 pounds; milk, 23,642 quarts;
vegetables, 1,908 bushels; cooked vege-
tables, 12,778 quarts; eggs, 28,800; and
4,785 pies.

The equipment required by the sound
department will surprise many. There
were sixteen rooms, including the main
auditorium, that were equipped with
loud-speakers so that the workers and
others could hear all the convention pro-
ceedings. In addition, the area around
the outside of the building was covered
by the use of sound trucks and outside
horns mounted on the building. (Inci-
dentally, while Buffalo newspapers were
busy reporting that the mayor had
ordered the removal of all outside lond-
speakers the mayor was dictating a very
fine letter to the convention officials giv-
ing his approval of the use of such equip-
ment.} In all, 108 loud-speakers were
used, of ten different types, shapes and
sizes. Kight microphones were required.

The territory department assigned for
witnessing, either by house-to-house
visiting or street witnessing, 2,692 terri-
tories, some as far out as Niagara Falls,

. 28 miles distant. Each territory accom-

modated a group of four or five workers.
There was a shortage of territory, Most
of the assignments were out early dur-
ing the Assembly, and some residential
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Some of the convention departments during rush
hours: (1) rooming assignment; {2} bookroom;
{3} terrifory; and {4) dish-cleaning crew,

12

distriets were worked three or four times
during the five davs. A report of place-
tnents will be given later.

The bookroom: was a very busy place,
as might be expected in view of the
intensive and general participation in
field service by the Witnesses. [t placed
with the publishers 40,000 Kingdom
News, 37,485 magazines (Consolation
and The Waitchtower), 53,583 hound
hooks, 18,268 Bibles, and 276,475 book-
{ets.” These figures include releases at
the Assembly itself, as well as supplies
placed with publishers for field distribu-
tion. In passing, it is interesting to note
that the bookroom distinguished itself
by starting a new publisher in the wit-

. ness work. The following report from

one of the bookroom workers explains:
A man, past middle age, made his way to
the bookroom. Singling out one individual
he slated that he just eame from upstairs and
had been listening to the program. There was
something said about “going to the field” and
he wanted to know more about that. He was
questioned a little and supplied the informa-
tion that he was a farmer from a rural village
in Ontario, Canada, and that some years ago
he “bonght” some hooks. A couple of times
after that Jehovah's witnesses had called on
him:. He hadn’t seen anyone for over two years
now but had just read in the paper about
a big convention of Jehovah’s witnesses in
Buaffale and decided to come. He was told of
the work, whercupon he stated that he better
get into it. He was supplied with the eurrent
campaign literature and was sent to the terri-
tory department to see if he could he included
in some group for group witnessing, _
Some two or three hours later he again
appeared and singled out the same person
with whom he had previously talked, He was
guite enthusiastie, having “sold” all his books.
1le asked what to do next. Questioning showed
that in some manner he missed being put into
a group and inasmueh as nobody seemed to
pay any attention to him he decided to “go
it alone”, He had boarded a streetear and
rode to where the houses looked like “common
people”, and then started in. He continued
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until his literature was exhausted. He ‘was
shown how to make out a report, and later
his name was given to an Ontario publisher
for a back-call.

The Fourth Day, and “This Gospel”

Now back to the convention program.
It is Saturday afternoon. The united
announceYs have returned from King-
dom sefvice, had their midday meal in
the spacious ecafeteria in the basement,
and are now waiting expectantly for the
sesgion to begin. The main auditorium
and the auxiliary halls are packed, the
cafeteria basement is filled, and those
seated and standing around the outside
of the building number into the thou-
sands. Al totaled, the fourth day of
Theocratic Assembly finds the attend-
ance figure at a new high of 25,000. They
have assembled in eagerness to hear the
main talk of the afternoon, an hour
lecture by the president on “This Gospel
Shall Be Preached”. Preliminary thereto
the conventioners listened with interest
to two discourses, “The Need of the
Present Prodigal” and “The Prodigal’s
Return”, both of which based themselves
upon articles published in The Waich-
tower,

Four o’clock in the afternoon, Au-
gust 12, 1944, and once again the sprawl-
ing inter-city nefwork binds as one
seventeen audiences in the United States.
Opening with the statement “Jehovah is
the Sender of the gospel”, the Soctety’s
president unfolded a powerful argument
as to the urgency of gospel-preaching.
Matching in power was the stirring
delivery of the speech, and the audience
made known its appreciation of both
by repeated and sustained bursts of
. applause. Christ Jesus on earth followed
the oceupation of gospel-preaching, so
did His apostles and early diseiples, and
on down through the centuries the King-
dom gospel was proclaimed, though
weakly at times. “Yet,” the speaker
declared, “this is not what Jesus referred
to when He uttered the stirring phrase:
‘And this gospel of the kingdom .shall
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be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.”” (Matthew 24: 14} He proceeded
to show how the setting imparted to the
expression “THiIs gospel” a special and
timely meaning. “This gospel” or “good
news”’ was concerning the Kingdom as
having come, as being set up, completely
established, and af hand nwow!

“This gospel preaching must be done
now during this day of Jehovah, during
this time of His grace between the ‘war
in heaven’ and the final battle of Arma-
geddon, by the inserting of which break
Jehovah God has shortened the days of
the ‘great tribulation’. For the elect’s
sake He has shortened it.” Why? That
they might preach “this gospel”. Review-
ing past persecution and trials yet ahead
of the gospel-proclaimers, the speaker
emphatically questioned, “Shall our hope
of help be in the ‘earth’ [the more stable
and anti-radical element of human soci-

ety], particularly its postwar interna- -

tional formation?’ “No! Jehovah's
Theocracy be ever our help!” eried out
the speaker in dynamic answer, and a
thunderous roar of applause signified
approval by the listening thousands.
Shortly thereafter the following Resolu-
tion was proposed:

Stupiep in the light of Christ Jesus’ proph-

ecy concerning the signs that would mark the
end of the world, all the events of this world
and glso the experiences of Jesus’ true fol-
lowers make certain that in A.D. 1914 Satan
the Devil’s uninterrupted rule ended and
Jehovah’s Theoeratic Government and the
authority of His Christ began;

DzspiTE the most intensive activity of Jeho-
vah’s conseerated people during the past
thirty years to publish the kingdom of God
by ‘His Christ as mankind’s sole hope, the
message of the Kingdom continues to be
rejected by the world rulers. Already, before
end of the global war, the world leaders and
governors are proposing for the  postwar
epoch a new or revised scheme of international
eollaboration for world peace, prosperity and
security; and this they do in defiance of the
established kingdom of God;
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THEREFORFE, BE, IT RESOLVED

TuaT the kingdom of God by His Son
- Christ Jesua is the Government of the new
world. of righteousness; and it alone is the
hope of all human creatures desiring ever-
lasting life, unbroken tranquillity, security
against all aggression by the Devil’s organi-
zation visible and invisible, and the full free-
dom on earth of the sons of God;

Trar the inspired Word of God foretells
the revival after this total war of & man-
made arrangement for the political, economie
and religious co-operation of the nations;
and that this will divert mankind’s attention
away from God’s kingdom and will attempt
to stend in the holy plaee of that Righteous
Government, and hence will be an “abomina-
tion” in (lod’s sight and will bring desolstion
upor all nationg in expression of His wrath;

Trar we, as Jehovah's witnesses, will con-

tinue to give our unswerving allegiance to

God's kingdom ;

Trar the prophetic command of Christ
Jesus still stands in effect, to wit, “Thig gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations”;

TaAT we, ag those who are fully consgerated
to God to do His will in the footsteps of
Christ Jesus, recognize our obligation as
minigters of the Kingdom gospel; and that,
therefore, down to the final end of Satan’s
organizetion and it postwar creation for
dominating humankind, we will keep integrity
by continuing to advocate the kingdom of
God and never slacking in preaching to sli
nations that “The kingdom is at hand”,

Released—*“The Kingdom Is at Hand”

This Resclution was adopted by an
overwhelming acelamation, followed by
sustained hand-elapping. Loud and long
though the applause was, it was dwarfed
by that which burst like an explosion
from the vast audience in and around
the Awuditorium when the president
announced the release of a new book
entitled “The Kingdom Is at Hand”. A
free copy was obtamable from the ushers
hy all above five years of age and who
had adopted the Resolution, which an-
nouncement oceasioned another outburst
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of gleeful applause. In an amazingly
short time everyone had his copy and
was deeply absorbed in an excited scan-
ning of 1ts pages. Its beauty, too, stirred
admiration; particularly the front cover
with its ram’s horn heralding forth the
electrifying pronouncement “The king-
dordi is at hand”, all of which was
enhanced by its being stamped in gold
on a deep shade of red cloth. A treasure
indeed, and one to be proudly displayed
in sounding the Kingdom announcement
in all the habitable earth. (The discourse
on “This Gospel Shall Be Preached” you
can read in The Watchtower, Septem-
ber 1, 1944,)

The evening session, which went over
the wires to the sixteen convention
eities in the United States, exhibited
living examples of “Faithful Endurance
for the Kingdom”, It was an inspiration
for the young “Jonadabs”, who had read
much in the Society’s publications about
a faithful remnant in the time of the
end, to see on the platform seven men
whose years of patient Kingdom service
totaled 285. The first fo speak was C. A.
Wise, who recalled in firm, vigorous
tones, despite hiz 81 years (55 in the
truth}, his first assembly 51 years ago,
in Chicago, Ill., which was attended by
a handful of 200 persoms. W, K, Van
Amburgh, 8l-year-old secretary-treas-
urer of the Society and 49 vears in the
King’s service, recalled that at the time
when he started serving Jehovah there
were 27 companies of Witnesses in the
United States. “Now there are over
3,000,” he added. In touching simplicity
he impressed his listeners with his long
vears of association with the organiza-
fion by relating a conversation at this
Assembly: “One came to me and said,
‘Bemember when you used to earry me
around on vour shoulder? This is my
granddanghter. She is trying to be a
pioneer,” ”

The five remaining ones followed
with admonitions to continued faithfual-
ness, regardless of the time that might
be involved. They were C. J. Woodworth,

CONSBOLATION




Key-city scenes: (1) Preparing placards for advertisers; (2) young Jonadabs “to the work”; (3) an
‘ambassador to the homes’; (4) a young witness retrieves magazine stolen by a four-against-one elique
of swaggering bullies parading as an “Ameriean” legion (the incident mentioned in the account). One
of the camera-shy peace disturbers has refreated; three remain, unaware of the photographer. (5) With
back turned on religion, this witness ‘holds ferth the word of life’,

74-year-old editor of Counsolation (49
vears in the truth); H. H. Riemer,
assistant secretary-treasurer of the
Society (41 years in the truth); M. A.
Howlett, radio servant of station WBBR
in Brooklyn, N.Y. (32 years in ‘the
truth}; R. K. Paine, faithful production
worker in the Society’s publishing plant
(31 years in the truth); and T. J.
Sullivan, a director of the Society (28
vears in the truth). All these faithful
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endurers were introduced by N. H.
Knorr, and as he introduced F. W,
Franz, a director of the Society, as the
next speaker he explained that Mr.
Franz had devoted himself to Kingdom
service for the past 31 years. Then, to
the delight and amusement of the audi-
ence, Mr. Franz caught the coat sleeve
of the president and detained him as he
remarked: “You are not so young your-

self. I remember a day 21 years ago,
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July 4, 1923, when I preached a baptism
talk on the oceasion that you were im-
mersed in the river near Allentown,
Pennsylvania, as a lad 18 years old.”
Gleeful applause ensued.

Thence the speaker just introdueed
discussed the absorbingly inieresting
fulfillment of the parable of the marriage
feast, recorded at Matthew 22:1.34. It
was shown how Jehovah, the Great
King, had sent out lig servants with
invitations to participate in the King-
dom and its feastings, and how the
feasters must wear the wedding garment
of faithful service and always put the
Kingdom interests first. At the conclu-
gion of this discourse (published in full
in the Oclober 1 Watchtower) the pres-
ident added an anticlimax by releasing a
Study Questions booklet to aid in the
field work with the new book, “"The King-
dom Is af Hand”. On this jovous note
the fourth day of the United Announcers’
Assembly came to a close,

Final Day of Assembly

Dawned the fifth and final day. And
it was a full one. Karly in the morning
the program of events started with an
immerston serviee, at 8:00 a.m. After
the discourse H88 consecrated persons
svinbolized their agreement to do God’s
will by water immersion. (The total
number immersed in the 17 Tinited
States cities was 2,107.) Close behind
this session came the regular morning
assembly for field service, and thenee to
the ferritories for a [inal fling at adver-
tising the public meeting and the lecture
“The Kingdom of God Is Nigh”.

The advertising eampaign in Buflalo

was well done. Nearly 3,000 sets of plae-

ards [or information walkers were in
use during the five days, upward of 3,000
gigns were placed in store windows and
other strategic places, buses and street-
cars ecarried the announcement, and to
elineh the matter the Witnesses distrib-
uted 1,000,000 fliers in Buffalo and the
surrounding villages and towns, For the
most part the Theocratic advertisers
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were well received. ' What little trouble
did develop was primarily brewed by the
American legion econventioners. But
their record of the past few years makes
un-American conduct from these rabble-

rouging show-offs the expected thing.
Being present in small nutmhbers, how-
ever, these pseudo-Americans confined
their deeds 1o minor annoyances and, in
one instance, 8 hit-and-run assault on a
15-year-old boy. The lad was witnessing
on the sireet corner when he was felled
by an unexpected blow. The legionnaire
kept going, and was rewarded for his
cowardice by the coarse guffaws of his
buddies. The boy underwent treatment at
a hospital. Another instance: A boy was
displaying the Watchiower magazine
and it was snatched by one of a group
of four liegionnaires. They walked on;
the young Witness gave chascaOvertak-
ing them, he made strong objeetions and
took hold of the journal. A mild tug-o’-
war ensued, but as one, and then one
more, of the Legionnaires left, and only
two remained, the odds were not favor-
able enough and the two retreated, leav-
img the lad with his magazine. Tn view
of this typieal Liegion trait, it is with
an indulgent grin that the Witnesses
read their published threat that they
were “ready to move in and see just what
is going on down in the Auditorium’
They did not come down., One of them
was heard to say: “We cannot do any-
thing with them. They outnumber us
four to one.” So the swaggering Legion
swilched the odds in their Favor by sueh
tacties as Tour of them tackling one iso-
lated Witness on the streef, and seleeted
as that one a mere lad. They are beneath
even the contempt of real men and
womern. Back to Memorial Auditorium,
Because of the large Polish population
in Bulfalo a J?olish meeting was held in
the Asszembly Hall of the Auditorinm,
at 1:00 p.m. The main afternoon session
convened at 2 o’clock. Songs and experi-
ences and two diseourses, “Treasure in
Karthen Vessels” and “T'he Death of the
Firsthorn”, both based on Watchtower
CONSOLATION
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{1) The president releases Watehtower edition of American Standard Version Bible. (2} “Field
Blessings and Privileges,” with pioneers assembled in arena. (3) Pioneers filing out for free eopy;
{(4) their joy on receiving it; and {3)a view of their orderly row-by-row exit,
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These two pholographs show somewhat the dramatic setting of the demonstrations that so fascinated
the andience at the key eity. The top one, the ministry eourse demaonstration, shows the schoaol servant
presenting the instruetion talk. The bottom pieture was snapped during the madel serviec mecting,
QCTOBER 25, 1544 ) 19







{1) The president delivering “The Kingdom of God

W0 listening in Los Angeles and
00 in Milwaukee. (4) Part of overflow erowil
in Buffulo listening at outside loud-speakers, and
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President releases new book at the key oity; (2)its joyful reception therve. (3) Happy throngs

at Atlanta, Ga., assembly display “The Kingdom Is at Hand”. (4} In Buffalo the announcers pour from

the Auditorium with the new treasure held high, and (5) are soon off in little groups examining it.

22

SUPPLEMENT TO CONSOLATION




(1) Baptism talk at Buﬁ“alo, with the immersion eandidafes ﬁtandmg just prior to leaving for the
places of water immersion, (2) Immersing the 490 white wifnesses in a swimming pool, and (3) the
98 colored in Lake Erie, (4) “Faithful Endurance for the Kingdom™ session. Speaking is W. E.
Van Amburgh; seated, first row, left to right, M. A. Howlett, H. II. Riemer, T. J. Sullivan, C. A.
Wise, B. ¥. Paine, and C. J. Woodworth; second row, F, W. Pranz. N. H. Knorr, who acted ag
chairman, is seated between the speaker and the front row. (5) Experience meeting, with Gileadites.
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setion (2) “ineat on the table” for
(3} hambwrger department; (4 a handiul of the 3.000 eafeteria
(&) trit puneh in the making (50 harreltuls were used Y.
SUPPLEMENT TO CONSOLATIGN

Cafeteria seenes: {11 Sowe of the 17 eafeteria serving-nuits 1n
hard working united  annonmeers:
warkers “hard al " [3) cooking ranges: and
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articles, earried the session along to
3:15 p.m. A 45-minute intermission, then
—“The Kingdom of God Is Nigh”! The
anticipated hour had arrived, and the
vast audience of 30,000 at Buffalo and
the sixteen tied-in audiences in other
cities quieted themselves into expectant
attention.

“The Kingdom of God Is Nigh”

The president begins to speak: “As if
by a resurrection out of a dead past
of nineteen centuries ago the cry again
goes forth as a challenge to all the
world, “The kingdom of God is nigh at
hand.”” (Luke 21:31) The speaker
shows that the ery arises from Chris-
tians, Jehovah’s witnesses. The message,
first sounded by Jesus when on earth and
by His followers then, was silenced ; but
not to be so for ever. The pile of related
facts in fulfillment of Bible prophecy
accumulated as the talk unfolded and all
pointed to one inescapable conclusion,
namely, “The kingdom of God is nigh at
hand.” Hence now is the time to catch
up the ery out of the dim past and herald
it forth with all zeal and faithfulness.
Man’s hope, to be realized, must be in
iT, and not in a postwar governmental
creation by men, Religion’s apostasy and
opposition fo the Kingdom announce-
ment were shown. Yet, “The sign of the
predching of the kingdem of God as at
hand will continue being presented from
house to house until Satan’s heavens and
earth meet their final end, soon!” The
resounding cheers that greeted this em-
phatic declaration voiced the determina-
tion of the assembled united announcers
to do that very thing, In a whirlwind
finish the mighty argnment swept aside
as an illusion and snare any man-made
“peace and safety” organizations of the
future, called for a heeding of the words
of Jehovah's greatest prophet, Christ
Jesus, for guidance, and in foreeful
-phrase of warning drew attention to the
fact that “the ‘time of the end’ is running
out!” Events would climax in Arma-
geddon and destruction for Satan and
OCTOBER 25, 1944

his organization, visible and invisible.
A few well-turned phrases painted glori-
ous Kingdom conditions, and the grand
finale came with the speaker’s words:
Behold now 2all the signs that God’s glorious
Government by his Son is at hand. Look up
above earth’s debased conditions and turmoil,
and rejoice at the everlasting deliveranee just
ahead. Study more about that blessed Theo-
cratic Government daily; fix your affections
upon it ; and join in the joyous annguncement
“The kingdom of God is nigh at hand.”

The speech was then released in book-
lét form, and free copies presented to
those in attendance. Thousands heard it-
delivered, and applause rang out long
and loud as its powerful and convincing
arguments were driven home. By Jeho-
vah’s grace, millions will have the privi-
lege of reading it.

The Assembly soon entered into its
closing minutes. The evening session
brought talks on “Regeneration of the
Righteous World” and “Unity for the
New World”. “Closing Remarks,” by the
president, delighted the conventioners
as an appropriate ending of the five-day
meet. Telegrams from the other conven-
tion cities were read, and some of these
were from foreign countries. Messages
disclosed that radio stations WBBR
(Brooklyn) and WHLD (Niagara Falls)
broadcast the publie talk, with perfect
reception. A report of field activity was
given. The peak of publishers for any
one day of the Assemnbly was 7,367, Dur-
ing the five days the united announcers
placed 8,222 books, 45,774 booklets, and
25,412 magarines. (Incidentally, in con-
vention releases they received 19,713
songbooks, 10,500 American Standard .
Version Bibles, 21,100 copies of the book
“The Kingdom [s at Hand”, 19,500
Study Questions booklets, and 36,300
hooklets containing the talk “The King-
dom of God Is Nigh'.) Some letters
from Buffalo citizens and professional
men were read, expressing appreciation
for the considerate conduct of the visi-
tors in their ¢ity. A much-enjoyed point-
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by-point consideration of the Resolution
by the president; and the united singing
of the melodious Kingdom song, “Take
Sides with Jehovah,” and the United
Announcers’ Theocratic Assembly closed
with prayer by N, H. Knorr, the Soci-
ety’s president.

How Buffalo Felt Aboul It All

In closing this report, a few comments
on Buffalo’s reaction to her visitors. A
large sign was noted by many of the
conventioners as they first approached
Memorial Auditorium on the opening
.day of Assembly. It read: “Burraro—
the city of good neighbors” Was this
an empty boast? or did it hold true in
the case of Jehovah’s witnesses? Buffalo
lived up to its slogan. The Auditorium
management, city officials, police and fire
departments and business men with
whom the Witnesses dealt, as well as
the citizens of Buffalo, were courteous
to the visitors and helped make the visit
to that city a pleasant memory. Even
the newspapers were fair, Many splendid
write-ups on the convention appeared in
the columns of Buffalo papers. In one
of the “people’s columns” in the public
press one citizen wrote:

Buffalo may have been justly proud and
honored to have as guests this past week
delegates to the Watchtower convention. This
large group of neat, clean, law-abiding,
friendly, Christian citizens conducted them-
selves with eredit to any community and set
us & splendid example. While I am not a
subscriber to their faith, I admire their ster-
ling qualities. T am thinking of some other
kinds of conventions where delegates roamed
the streets in a drunken state, scattered paper
and litter arcund in a disorderly manner and
made remarks to women, However, no such
conduet can be laid to the Watchtower dele-
gates and it is to be deplored and regretted
that one of the delegates was beaten up by

the rowdies who had about the same kind of _

intolerance as Hitler and his kind. Such ‘hood-
lumism allowed unchecked is a shame and
disgrace to Buffalo,
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The impression made by the so-called
“American” Legion was not so good. A
notice in one of the Buffalo papers to
the effect that OPA agénts were taking
some of the license numbers of Wit-
nesses’ cars to check up on gasoline
sourees stirred one Buffalo citizen'to
call in to the Assembly the foliowing.
message:

My righteous indignation is really stirred
up, and I want you people to know that I
do not approve of the article in tonight’s
paper about you Witnesses. I sm in g position
to know that & few weeks ago special gasoline
was issued to the mayor of our e¢ity and a
Mz, Dovie so that they could attend & basebal}
game at Sampson, N. Y. and zbout a week
ago the Buffalo Evening News carried an
item gbout this. I contend that if the OPA
can issue gasoline to someone to attend a
baseball game, then it certainly ean issue
gasoline to you people to attend your Christian
assemblies; and I know you are entitled to i,
the same as any others, especially so when
that provision is made for clergymen, and
you pecple are doing a good work in your
way, even though I don’t fully agree with
everything. you believe. I want you to pass
this information on to the officials of your
convention. I know that what I am telling
you is authentie, and I am so angry abouf the
article in fonight’s paper that I ecouldn’t
refrain from calling in to tell you what
I have,

Then there was the Buffalo law firm
that wrote in as follows:

I cannot aveid complimenting your organ-
ization on the appearance and deportment of
yvour members as shown on the streets of
Buffale during this last week. It has been
such & pleasure $o sce families and individuals
smiling respectably to all and showing their
obvious sincerity and regard for each other,
whatever color. Our city has locked better
this week than at ary time sinee the fashion
of mannishly' clad disheveled women with
dirty fingernails parading their overpaid
patriotism on the publie streets. Even though
a Roman Catholie, I eannot help but feel that
the objections and snide tacties such as OPA
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complaints that too frequently meet your
right to tell your story are founded in igne-
ranece, jealousy and the fact that your mem.
bers apparently sre not flnancial prospects
for our drinkeries and our more expensive
hotels and restaurants. If these are specimens
of the types you seek, I wish that you may
prosper and increase mightily.

Jehovah’s witnesses are glad that
many Buiffalo citizens were 8o impressed.
Ar for themselves, they enjoyed their
stay there and returned to their home
territories much refreshed and read
for moye witnessing activity there. Eac
of the flve days surmounted the previous
one in joys and sur%)rises, and through-
out the, theme of the Kingdom domi-
nated. The varied program of talks by
gpeakers who showed the benefits of

eocratic ministry {raining was appre-
ciated. Then, and most important of all,
the Lord added His blessing. He pro-

vided new instruments of service. In
the foreground is the new book. Add
thereto the new booklet, Question book-
let, and the Watchtower edition of the
American Standard Version Bible, and
it is certain that Jehovah's Kingdom
fighters will sally forth with renewed
strength and mightier weapons to push
the battle of gospel-preaching. And as
they go they will likely be humming one
of the 62 delightful songs of Kingdom
service, released in the form of the new

songbook.

It is hoped that the foregoing report
will eapture somewhat for the reader
the glorious atmosphere of rejoicing
prevailing at the United Announcers’
Theocratic Assemhbly as held at the key
city. That rejoicing continues on within
the ranks of the King’s subjects as they
unitedly announce: “Taer KincpoMm 1s
AT HANDY’

Unity Amidst a War-torn World

HE arm of Jehovah is not shortened

by global unpheavals. The unity of
His earthly servants is not interrupted
by the various divisive forces at work
in a war-torn world, National bound-
aries have never been barriers to the
unity of Jehovah’s people taken out
from all nations and welded intc a holy
nation of servants. Nor do eity limits
or state lines hamper their oneness,
even in assembly during transportation
crises. Thig, also, was apparent in the
recent United Announcers’ Theoeratic
Assembly, emanating from the key city
of Buffalo, New York. The good things
brought forth there were not confined
by the wallg of Memorial Auditorium to
that localized audience, but the truth
flashes sped along a web of wires that
enclosed sixteen other Emnglish-zpeaking
cities of the Western Hemisphere, and
delighted audiences there assembied.

Tied-in Uniled States Cities
The same spirit of rejoicing pervaded
OCTOBER 25, 1944 '

the assemblies in these other cities. Since
they enjoyed the same program as
Buffalo, hearing some of the talks direct,
and some of them heing mimeographed
copies of those used at the key city, and
the remainder on the same subjects, it
would be repetitious to eonsider these
assemblies individually. The cities tied
in were Lios Angeles, Calif., San Fran-
ciseo, Calif,, Denver, Colo., Aflanta, Ga.,
Boston, Mass.,, St. Louls, Mo., Omaha,
Nebr., Cincinnati, Chio, Oklahoma City,
Okla., Portland, Oreg., Philadelphia, Pa.,
Dallas, Texas, Richmond, Va., Seattle,
Wash., Spokane, Wash,, and Milwaukee,
Wis. All adopted unanimously the Reso-
lation on Saturday, and many adopted
resolutions of their own. :
Interesting experiences were many
and varied. One lad of six years was
accosted by a “goat” during street work.
“Don’t you know better than to do that
work?” the religionist demanded. Like a
flash  the youngster avowed, “Mister,
there isn’t anything better to know.”
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{1) “Advertising on wheels,” at Los Angeles assembly; (2) half of the 50,000 No. 648 Consolation nsed

at Seattle; (3) a Scatile advertiser;

In Los Angeles an irate husband rushed
into the hall during the Friday after-
noon session for the avowed purpose of
beating his wife. As he spoited her an
usher calmly advised, “You may start it,
but yow’ll not be able to finish it.” He
sank into a chair, nonplused. Tie listened.
He ligtened again that cvening., IHe
returned Saturday afternoon, to listen.
That evening he listened some more,
On Sunday morning he wanted to be
immersed. :

Many rcaders of Consolation will
reeall the artiele in the July 19, 1944,
Issue with the questioning title, “Is
Seattle FLosing Her IFreedoms?” It
described the r(’h(rmn inspired acls of
some of the city ()ﬁl('ldl‘\ to forestall an
asgembly of Jehovah's witnesses there.
But one was held. Three halls, in addi-
tion to the Kingdom {lall, were used
and over 2,000 attended. One colored
minigier was so stirred by the mistreat-
ment of the Witnesses that he came for-
ward to offer free use of his c¢hurch
building if the seating space were
needed. Incidentally, the successful
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{4) San Franciseo advertising.

assembly added another sting to the
already  exposed  religious  freedom-
haters by distributing JO 000 eopies of
the Consolation (f(mtammg the exposé.

The report [from Dallag, Texas, de-
scribed the Intense pressure hrought to
hear against the president of the assem-
bly place there. Threats even went so
far as to include blowing up the building.
But he stood by his contraet. United
States officers were ealled in to prevent
any vandalisnm, and the assembly went
through as scheduled. In Milwaukee,
Wis,, the Witnesses did not find such
mtegmv to promises. They had heen
aggured use of the Natatorium for im-
mersion. At the last minute the common
eouncil of the eity, by careful manipulat-
ng, erawfished ‘out’ of the agrecment,
The Milwankee river was used,

Al in all, the opposition to the
United Announcers’ Theocratic Assem-
bly was negligible. And this in spite
of the faet that in many of the convention
cities the American Legion held state
conventions. simultaneously. They did
hardly more than annoy, and that on
the streets away [rom the Assembly
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halls. A statement in the report from
Portland ahout sums up the weight they
carry: “The only news item of interest
concerning their convention that seems
worthy of mention tis the fact that the
newsboys and bootblacks on secing
Legionnaires on the streets would say,
“There go some Leglonnaires (hic!).”
They are now well known by evervone.

" Canada Participates

For the first time sinece July, 1940,
when bans on free worship were invoked,
Jehovah’s witnesses in Canada had the
privilege of joining in with an interna-
tional Theoeratic Assembly. Two cities,
Winnipeg and Vancouver, held five-day
assemblies. One feature the\« missed, the
releases. The Witnesses eagerly await
the time when these publications will
roll off Canadian presses. The attend-
ance on Sunday at these two cities was
an amazing coincidence:  Winnipeg,
4,504; Vancouver, 4,502. '

The lifting of the bans on Jeho-
vah’s witnesses and the International
Bible Students Association (previously
reported in Consolation) will mean a
great forward surge in gospel-preaching
in Canada. These two cities were the
first to feel its ineoming tide. For
instance, 1t 1s cheering to learn that
these assembly cities had the same litera-
ture to offer to the public as did their
neighbors to the south. Just a few days
before the convention opening the book-
let Religion Reaps the Whirlwind and
the book “The Truth Shall Make YVou
Free” began rolling off the presses in
Canada. After four trialsome years the
time had come for a better condition,
better equipment, and that just in time
for the 1944 Assembly. Praise Jehovah!

Do not think, however, that the num-
ber of Canadians participating in ihe
United. Announcers’ Assembly is com-
plete in those attending at these two
cities,
border into the United States and assem-
bled with Witnesses there. Border
restrictions hiad been greatly eased just
QCTOBER 25, 1944

Far from it. Many crossed the .

prior to convention time. Passports
were now no longer necessary for

persons born in (Canada. More funds
were available to cach person visiting
the United Stales. All this paved the
way for large numbers to attend in the
States, and particularly did a record
crowd [lock to the kev-city assembly.

Thus has passed in review the United
Announcery’ Theoeratic Assembly as
held in cighteen kKnglish-speaking cities
of the Western Hemisphere. The unity
therein exemplified is only a foretaste
of the peace and tranquillity and unend-
ing unitedness Iying beyond the portals
of Jehoval’s glorious new world., And
it 1s near. Tts invisible Kingdom is at
hand; its “new carth” paradise lies just
bevond fast-approaching Armageddon’s
storm. The pathway leading into it is
illuminated by the truth light, and beek-
ons to “men of good-will” who are sick
ol suffering and sin and death under
Satan’s yoke. Thousands are taking that
path. Thousands upon thousands more
will join that living stream of refugees
flowing unto Jehovah’s new world of
perfect peace; and that, mind you, not
a peace maintained by force. Read:

“In the latfer davs it shall come to
pass, that the mountain of Jehovah's
house shall be established on the top of
the mountaing, and it shall be exalted
above the hills; and peoples shall flow
unto it. And manv nations shall go and
say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of Jehovah, . .. he will judge
between many pu}ples, and will decide
coneerning strong nations afar off: and
they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. But they shall sit every
man under his vine and under his fig-
tree; and none shall make them afraid:
for the mouth of Jehovah of hosts hath
spoken it.”—Micah 4: 1-4, Awm. Stan. Ver.

The path 1s open to you. Yon may
join the happy throngs treading it, if
vou like.
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The Overcomer of Space and National Barriers

JEHOVAH GOD is no respecter of
persons. Race or color does not eall
forth any discrimination on His part.
Neither distant- countries separated by
.vast land areas nor continents with
broad oceans intervening shorten the
arm of the Almighty iIn serving His
scattered wet united announcers the
promised “feast of fat things”. (Isaiah
25:6) The uttermost parts of the earth
arce readily aceessible to the omnipotent
One whose organization reaches the
farthest corners of an unbounded uni-
verse, Through His visible organization
it pleased Him to reach out to far-off
lands and continents and isles of the sea
to gather them as one in the United An-
nouncers’ Theocratic Assembly. White
or black or brown, what difference the
skin color to the Creator of all? Not
through any inherent qualities, but only
through His beloved Son Christ Jesus
will any stand before Him. TUnderstand-
ing this, His servants on earth, chosen
by Him {rom all nations, march side by
side in' ranks of unbroken unity; and
thig to the wonderment and amazement
of a sin-ridden world divided by national
and racial prejudices and selfish ambi-
tions. Like their Great King, Jehovah's
united witnesses do not have respect of
persons. All this was illustrated in the
United Announcers’ Assembly.

As we look in upon the various assem-
blies in other lands, remember that the
reports at hand and the space for report-
ing are limited. Hence our views for
the most part will be little more than
quick glances; but even these hurried
glimpses will thrill the earthly servants
of-the Lord to scec how e united and fed
them during this season of special feast-
ing. First we turn our eyes northeast-
ward and across thousands of miles of
the restless Atlantic ocean, and let our
gaze come to rest on

Sweden
Conditions in this country, as else-
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where in these perilous “last days” of
Satan’s old world, are unsettled. Walk-
ing along a course of neutrality more
ticklish than any tightrope; Sweden has |
avoided a plunge into the global war
that rocks the nations surrounding her.
Still, loeal conditions made advisable a
three day mstead of a five-day assembly.
1t was held on the days of Angnst 11-13,
and in six cities strategically placed in
the strip-like country. More than 3,000
persons attended the assemblies, 241
symbolized their consecration by water
immersion to do Jehovah’s will, and over
2,000 exemplified that will- domg by
goapel preaching work in the field. 1t was
not possible to have the new releases
which thrilled the eonventioners in
America, but Swedish assemblies did
have releases to acelaim. They were: The
Coming World Regeneration; Kingdom
News No. 13; Course in Theocratic
Ministry; three new recordings of the
Society’s lectures. On release of the
Theocratic Ministry booklet some joy-
fully remarked, “Now we¢ will go home
and attend our local Theocratic college
course,” Jehovah saw to it that His
announcers in Sweden feasted during
the Assembly period.

Now let us shift our gaze down and
to the west, and focus attention for a
few ﬂeetmg moments on the

British Isles

Ten cities afforded good coverage of
these isles, including the war-famous
“Island Fortress” that withstood the
demoniacal Nazi blitzes, and which has
recently emerged triumphant though
battle-searred from the horrors of the
uncanny ropbot-bomb attacks. Despite the
ravages of total war and civilian regi-
mentation, Jehovah God spread the feast
for His servants and “men of good-will”
in thege isles. Cities tied in with the As-
sembly were Belfast, Birmingham, Brad-
ford, Bristol, Cardiff, Derby, Glasgow,
London, Northampton, and Stockport.
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The peak attendance for the ten cities
combined was 14,492, This was on the
occasion of the public lecture “The
Kingdom of God Is Nigh”. This lecture,
however, was not widely advertised,
only letters to specially interesied ones
being sent out. Limited hall accom-
modations dictated this curtailment of
public advertising. It seems that the
robot bombs have had their effect, and
that things do not proceed “as usnal”.
All the more glory to Jehovah, who made
the assemblies possible!

“The abundant spiritnal food pro-
vided was indeed a ‘feast of fat things’,”
writes one attender. Announcements of
the releases made in America thrilled
the British Witnesses and left them in
a state of keen expectation, awaiting
the time when they could get hold of
them also. But they had four releases
themselves: The Coming World Regen-
eration, Religion Reaps the Whirlwind,
Kingdom News No. 12, and Watchtower
Bible Study Series No. 11 {the latter
corresponds with the Walchiower
magazine). Number immersed, 666,

It would be like pushing oneself away
from the table just as the dessert is
brought on for us to set aside untasted
the fine reports from each of the ten
cities. That cannot be done. So let local
color and refreshment be added to this
account by a few nibbles at these indi-
vidual city reports. The following
remarks made to magazine publishers

on the streets of Birmingham bright-

ened their service: “We all need more
of this. They do not explain the Bible
. to you in church today. If you will
send someocne along I would like a
study.” “The people are sick of religion
and the parsons, with their unreason-
able and unsound doetrines.” “I am a
Methodist and T helieve what is on that
card, ‘The Kingdom of God Is Nigh’;
and [ must say that I admire voun
people for the bold way in which yon
go about your work. I am afraid we
do not study the Bible like you. We
only read it and put it on one side.”
OCTOBER 25, 1044

Some of the cities had interesting
experiences in arranging for meeting
places. Bristol assembled in tents,
After eancellation of one field, another
was secured from a young farmer.
Religions falsifiers got busy, and in a
few hours he canceled and declared he
would not have such people for £2,000!
Religion’s triumph was short-lived.
Explanations swept aside his objeetions
and the tents were erected on a three-
acre plot. A pérfect week of weather
graced the countryside and made ideal
the tent assembly. On the second day a
fire mysteriously broke out in the
farmer’s adjoining -cornfield. A buecket
brigade of Witnesses quickly quenched
the blaze, and a grateful farmer was
glad he did not listen to the lies of reli-
gionists, Before leaving Bristol it is
remarked that winged assailants, not
Nazi airmen, added liveliness to the
assembly, A swarm of wasps inflieted
over 250 stings for the convention hos-
pital to treat.

A curious echain of events led to the
securing of a hall in Stockport (near
Manchester). Three months prior to
convention a young pioneer (full-time
gogpel-preacher) girl appeared in court
for refusing a direction to employment.
One of the magistrates, Alderman Royle,
J. P, fully agreed with her claim of
divine ordination and publicly with-
drew from the bench rather than pass
sentence on her. Now convention time
comes, and hall renting. One plaee is
ideal, the Centenary Hall. On previous
oceasions it had not been available to
Jehovah’s witnesses. But application
was made anyway. And it was obtained!
Why so? In charge of its rental was
the freedom-loving magisirate!

One last glance at the British Isles
assemblies; this time, London, Droves
of flying bombs were wreaking havoc
on a large scale, but, trusting in the
protection of Jehovah, assembly ar-
rangements were made, The only one of
these diabolical contraptions that ap-
peared anywhere near the hall fell early
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