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Canada Lifts Ban on Jehovah's witnesses
A Partial Recovery-Will She Complete It?

THOUSANDS of Christians have famous Quebec conference of United
recently emerged from a nightmare Nations' leaders.

of Inquisition, a nightmare prolonged
over more than three years' darkness. Skepticism Understandable
In what Axis nation t Germany! .Iapan i This politician had to delve into the
No; unbelievably the scene sets itself in musty archives of the dim past for
a country tied in with the United Nations' instances with which to lash out at the
camp, Canada. The dark deeds cause skeptics of the new-world utopia propa­
many to wonder about the ability of any ganda. He did not dare face the facts
nation or combine of nations to usher in , that might be giving rise to present-day
!he "four fre~doms" when so much eyil skepticism, and realistically cope .w.ith
IS abroad. ThIS wonderment and realist the causes. Right there In the DOmInIOn
view, not defeatist, piques some of the of Canada, at that very time, high
world leaders, and these nettled ones Canadian officials were sneering at the
make angry retort. Who are more [usti- principles of the Declaration of Inde­
fied in their position, the visionary theo- pendence, laughing off as insignificant
rists or those whose eyes are open to the the ideals of Magna Charta; and as for
freedom-denying forces operating about the Ten Commandments, what nation
them ~ In the very heart of freedom's can honestly say they are not every­
Waterloo in Canada, while the country where being trampled underfoot in
still had a ban clamped on' Christian derision ~ Responsibility for the latter
worship, these scathing words were sin is heavy, for those laws are not of
uttered with a grandiose air: man's composing, but were "two tables

I am everlastingly angry only at those who of testimony, tables of stone, written",
assert vociferously that the four freedoms and with the finger of God". (Exodus 31: 18;
the Atlantic Charter are nonsense because 34: 1, 28) In Canada at that time all
they are unattainable. If they had lived a four of the muchpublicize.d "four free­
century and a half ago they would have doms" were being withheld, the Declara­
sneered and said that the Declaration of tion of Independence and Magna Charta
Independence was utter piffle. If they had documents flouted, and as for the Deea­
lived nearly a thousand yea'rs ago they would logue, at least the first, second, third and
have laughed uproariously at the ideals of fifth commandments (involving freedom
Magna Charta, and if they had lived several ,to worship God and the shunning of
thousand years' ago they would have derided religious substitutes) were being in­
Moses when he came from the mountain with fringed upon. If such conditions existed
the ['en Commandments. in one of the United Nations, was not
It was the voice of President Roosevelt, there cause for concern and skepticism
August 25, 1943, at the time of the as to the attainability of "four freedoms"
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at the hands of such men and nations,
rather than an -irresponsible, happy-go­
lucky air of unconcern ~ Let us view the

.', facts with a practical eye, and not
through the" rosy glasses of visionary
political speechmakers. ,

.By a coincidence it was on America's
, Independence Day, July 4, 1940, that the
~ blow ushering in freedom-encroachments

fell. It was launched by the oldest and
most virulent hater of freedom now
existing, namely; the Roman Catholic
Hierarchy, using as .its tool a Quebec
Catholic, Ernest la Pointe, then minister
of justice. This Hierarchy lackey, using
his high Dominion post, caused to, be
passed ,an ,order in council declaring
ILLEGAL the worship of Jehovah God by

, His witnesses, and even banning J eho­
vah's witnesses themselves as a group.
A modern Inquiaition followed. Spying
upon neighbors was encouraged, homes

, were 'raided, private libraries seized,
-Bible meetings' broken up, and even
copies of the well-known King James,
Version of the Bible were confiscated and
ordered destroyed. These outrages were
sweeping the land at the time the United
States' president's 'everlasting anger'
was proclaimed against skeptics of the
"four freedoms'" being attained by the
United Nations, Canada being one. His
anger might have been leveled at a
better target. Certainly in the midst of
such bigotry and religious persecution
doubts are understandable. From this

.malady of .religious totalitarianitis
Canada has since made ,some recovery.
The ban on Jehovah's witnesses has been
lifted. This is a practical step toward
reducing. skepticism and inspiring confi­
dence in United Nations' aims. But much
is still to be desired in Canada. An
examination of the facts of the case is
timely and will be enlightening to those

, soberly and realistically considering the
problem of freedom for all.

Shoe Fits the Hierarchy
. Some will immediately protest the

involving of the Roman Catholic Hier-
, 4

archy in: the matter. They were not
operating at the time of the delivery of

. the Ten Commandments, Had they been
there, however, they would have opposed;
for they oppose them today. For-example,
the second commandment forbidding the
use of images in worship has been deleted
from the Decalogue as it appears in their
catechisms and other publications,' the
tenth commandment being split into two
to cover the nefarious blasphemy. They
presumptuously censor God's Word,
voiding it that their religious traditions
may stand. (Revelation 22: 19; Matthew
15: 3, 6-9) The Catholic cult was much
in evidence at the time of Magna Charta.
Not only did they sneer at its ideals, but
their pope issued a bull declaring it "null
and void" and excommunicated the
barons who had obtained its ideals of
freedom. The founding fathers of Amer­
ica fled the continent to escape the Hier­
archy's heavy hand of persecution, and
the democratic principles of the new
nation given birth by the Declaration of
Independence are part of the ''liberalism
that the Vatican has always condemned
as heresy. As to the "four freedoms"
those not blinded by the smoke-scree~
billowing forth from the columns of
an obsequious pu,blic p:r:e~s can easily·
see the HIerarchy s connrvmgs with the
totalitarians of today: Her concordats
with the dictators, her refusal to excom­
muni?ateCatholicHitler (she did with
alaCrIty. the barons securing the Magna
Charta Ideals), her recognition of dicta­
tor governments in occupied countries"
the benefits to the Papacy and the enaCt­
ment ~f laws .bearing the Papal ear­
marks In occupied countries, these facts
a~d countless. others identify this reli­
gIOUS rogue as the enemy of the "four
freedoms". President Rqosevelt might
well have been referring to it as the
eternal opposer of freedom-measures.
At any rate, their hand was in back
of the dark conditions then obtainingin
Canada.

The legislation used as a basis for the
order in council banning Jehovah's wit­
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"Legalized" Hounding of Chvj.sfians
Raids come at all hours. Usually it is a

timid housewife whose home. is invaded by
three or four R.C.M.P. [Royal Canadian
Mounted Police] officers. Questions are asked,.
the object of which can hardly be anything
else but to get convictions. The housewife is
threatened that if she does not disclose certain .
information or produce her Bible literature.
the home will be ransacked or, if need be,
partitions .torn down to find it. Property
seized, even if wrongly seized, is rarely
returned. And the property so seized includes
Bibles, Bible helps, phonographs, recordings,
private libraries, etc. Some persons have been
held in jail for a week or ten days without
charges laid (London, Ont.). Bail runs from
$500 to $25,000, exorbitant for the offense of
preaching the gospel of God's kingdom.
Upright Christian men and women, known to
the local police force to be above reproach,
are arrested, convicted and jailed with never
an opportunity to enter a defense upon the
merits of their case. Such women thrown into
jail go into a women's jail where the only ..
other women are in there for crimes of im­
morality and where danger of contracting
diseases arising out of immorality is never

. absent. Property losses, considering that Jeho-

nesses, the Watch Tower Bible & Tract all four of the Jehovah's witnesses'
Society, the International Bible Students organizations. In this the committee was
Association, and the Watchtower Bible - unanimous.
and Tract Society, Inc., was the Defence But the minister of justice and the
of Canada Regulations. These regula- government he represented, and, above
tions.were adopted as war measures, and. all, the behind-the-scenes Hierarchy
the. following objections against J eho- instigators, were stubborn. The recom­
vah's witnesses were cited by the prime mendation was ignored, shelved and
minister asgrounds for banning them: pigeon-holed. So the modern Inquisition
they refuse to obey man's law when it steam-rollered through the land and dis­
conflicts with God's (Acts 4: 19; 5: 29); graced Canada for. another year. The

I they refuse to salute the flags ofnations ; abusessponsoredby the order in council
they refuse to heil anyman ; they oppose sound foreign to the ears of United
war; their literature undermines the Nations' adherents marching under the'
ordinary responsibilities of citizens, "four freedoms" banner; they smack 'of
especially in time of war. For nearly Naziland, Middle Ages Europe, and the
two years Jehovah's witnesses suffered early Christians' trials under the iron
in silence, gagged so far as the oppor- heel of Rome. Read the following excerpt
tunity of lodging formal protest and from the report submitted to' the regu­
making a defense was concerned. Then, lations committee, and judge for your­
in June, 1942, opportunity was granted self:
to them· to make representations to a
Select Committee of the House of Com­
mons'on the Defence of Canada Regu­
lations..

"Lift the Ban!" Cry Unanimous
. All the objections raised were an­
swered and shown to be groundless.
Out of the hundreds of cases involving
Jehovah's witnesses it was shown that
not one sentence from the WATCHTOWER

publications had been cited by any judge
as containing disaffection or subversion;
that the vast majority of cases have been
convictions for entertaining a Scriptural
belief; and that therefore the convictions
have been a form of religious persecu­
tion denying the right of the individual
to read the Bible and in good conscience
to believe and act upon what he reads.
Not a shred of evidence was advanced
by the government justifying its oppres­
sive order in council. In fact, powerful
though the defense advanced by Jeho­
vah's witnesses was, committee members
declared that the strongest argument for
lifting the ban was the pitiful weakness
of the government's own argument for
continuing the measure. The committee
recommended that the ban be lifted from
MARCH 15, 1944



vah's witnesses as a rule are not wealthy,
run high. Some hundreds have been thrown
out of employment. Spying is widespread.
Jehovah's witnesses rarely have social visits
from their friends without the possibility,
near to probability always, that some neighbor
who knows no better will telephone the police
that there is a 'meeting' being held and a

.raid follows. Social life is, therefore, broken
up. Literally, Jehovah's witnesses meet, if at
all, underground, in catacombs and caves as
did the early Christians. The R.C.M.P. seem
to feel that they have a special duty super­
vising the lives and activities of Jehovah's
witnesses, whose only desire is to serve God
as he commands.

The ones representing Jehovah's wit­
nesses submitted to the committee the
substance,' or effect, as supported by
court records and persecutions, of the
minister's action. The revelations will
not fail to shock all those who consci­
entiously black the declared aims of the
United Nations in the present global

,war. We quote:
The minister, in effect, by his order in

. council and the regulation, said to attorneys
general, judges, magistrates and crown at­
torneys throughout Canada:

'I have examined the publications of· the
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society and the
convictions of Jehovah's witnesses. I have
given my assurance to Parliament that I will
not misuse powers given to me under the War
Measures Act. I, therefore, guarantee to you
that my examination of this literature has
revealed strong evidence of subversive state­
ments. These statements are gravely preju­
dicial to the safety of the state and the effi­
cient prosecution of the war.

'You will, therefore, ,be fully warranted,
and will do injustice to no one, in imprison­
ing any person professing to be one of J eho­
vah's witnesses (Reg.39C (2); Isa. 43: 10-12) ;
or advocating the acts, principles or policies of
,Jehovah's witnesses (Reg. 39C (2); Rex. v.
Hall et al., North Battleford, Sask., 1941);
or if you find them meeting together (Reg.
39C (3a); Rex. v. Moore et al., Weiland,
1941); or if they speak in advocacy of Jeho-

6

vah's witnesses (Reg. 39C (3b)); or if they
distribute literature of the Watch Tower
Society (Reg. 39C (3c); Rex; v. Raycove,
Woodstock, 1941).

'You will; further, do. them no injustice if
you order their property seized (Reg. 39C
(4)) and destroyed as "enemy 'property"
(Reg. 39C (4)) as has been done in fact at
Vancouver, Windsor, Toronto and elsewhere.
Their property is to be treated as if they were
enemy aliens, deprived of all citizenship; and
their ordinary rights of defense in courts on
the merits of their case are to be denied them.
(No witness of Jehovah yet has had oppor­
tunity to enter a defense on the merits of
his case, neither on behalf of himself or his
property.) .

'And I further certify to you that, in declar­
ing them illegal, I have satisfied myself that
present constitutional law which guarantees
to every British subject freedom to worship
and serve Almighty God (Toleration Act,
etc.) has no application to their rights because
they do not preach Christianity (otherwise
the order in council would not have been
passed to .restrain all their activities). They
preach subversion. They may, therefore, hold
no Bible studies (Reg. 39C (3a); Rex. v,
Powley et al., Sault Ste. Marie, 1940) ; bap­
tize no one (Reg. 39C (2) and (3a)); bury
no one (Orillia case); are not to be allowed
to celebrate the Lord's Supper (Reg. 39C
(3a) ); ner to meet for prayer or praise to
Almighty God (Reg. 39C (3a) ; Rex. v: Moore
et al., WeIland, 1941); nor may they-preach
the gospel as the Scriptures command (Reg.
39C (3b) ; Rex. v. Ford et al., London, 1940);
nor obey the laws of God if they conflict with
this order in council or other' laws, because
man-made law is superior to God's (Reg. 39C
(2)). (See every case tried, probably 500 in
all.).' [Submitted to the committee in June,
1942]

-
Righteous Indignation

Such was the God-defying position
taken by the order in council banning
Christian activities. Honest men' cannot
long tolerate such tyranny; and Canada

.has a large number of honest men who
. favor freedom. Starting in February
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(1943) and reaching a climax in July,
the issue involving Jehovah's witnesses
and their ill-treatment was the center
of heated debate in the House of Com­
mons. Remember, the government had
adroitly side-stepped the committee's
unanimous recommendation to lift the
ban. How were they forced to face the
issue? On February 22, 1943, L. S. St.
Laurent (the present" minister of justice,
he having succeeded Ernest la Pointe)
moved the appointment 'of anew com­
mittee for 1943 to consider and review
the Defence of Canada Regulations.
Reaction was instantaneous. It precipi­
tated a flood of comment as to the use
of setting up such a committee -in 1943
when the 1942 committee's recommenda­
tions had been spurned. Would the rec­
ommendations of the new committee be
adhered to if they were the same as
those of last year, or would the gov­
ernment wait until the committee
returned recommendations suiting its
fancy before acting? Such was the gist
of the comtnents. .

Mr. Angus MacInnis (Vancouver
East), after stating the great length and
pains gone to by last 'year's committee in
gathering testimony and protesting the
minister of justice's disregard for the
unanimous recommendation, said:

With regard to other organizations which
had been declared illegal and whose members
were prosecuted as a result of the activities
they carried on, our report reads: "That sub­
paragraph 'a' of paragraph 1 of regulation
390 be amended by striking therefrom: Tech-

. nocracy Incorporated, Jehovah's witnesses,
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, Interna­
tional Bible Students Association, Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society, Incorporated." I
understand that the three last mentioned are
publishing organizations. Since this house
opened, information has been placed in my
hands that although the I committee recom­
mended that the ban of illegality be lifted
from Jehovah's witnesses, these people are still
being prosecuted for being members of Jeho­
vah's witnesses. The coinmittee was unani-
MARCH 15, 1944

mously in favor of raising the ban on this
particular sect, and no evidence was put
before the committee by the department of
justice which indicated that at any time J eho­
vah's witnesses should have been declared an
illegal organization, nor did the representa­
tives of the department raise' any objection
to the recommendation made by the committee.
Since coming to Ottawa, as I said, I have
found that these people are still being prose­
cuted. Their homes are being raided and litera­
ture which' they have had for ten years is
being seized. There have been cases where
literature forming part of private libraries
has been seized, which I think is forbidden
by the law.

After citing several individual cases
of injustice committed against these
Christian people, he concluded: •

It seems to me that there is little use ill
setting up a committee of responsible members
of this house to deal with questions of this
kind if the government or parliament i~ not
going to give more consideration to its report
than was given to the report made by the
committee of last year: It is a disgrace, to the
Dominion of Oanada that people should be
prosecuted for their religious convictions in _
the way in which these poor people have been
prosecuted. [House of Commons Debates,
February 22, 1943]

J
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The matter of Jehovah's witnesses has
already been called to the attention of this
house.... As late as last week, 'the homes

\ of those belonging to Jehovah's witnesses have
been raided by the mounted police, their
literature taken and prosecutions threatened.
Attention has .already been drawn to the fact
that in many instances the literature taken
is nothing more or less than the King James
Version of the Bible, the only 'difference
between .the copies taken by the mounted
police and those read in Christian churches
in this and all other cities being that those
taken by the mounted police have been printed
by-a certain publishing house. In every other
respect they are the same as those used by
the rest of us. May I ask the minister if we
have reached 'the stage in this dominion where
he and those associated with him have been
given authority todetertnine what religious
faith a man shall follow or profess in this
country? Are these people being prosecuted
for military - reasons, for political re~sons,
or tor religious reasons'! Is it because they

, are not good citizens? Is it because they are
opposed to our war effort? or is it because
they Delong to a particular religious faith'!
.'. . Will the minister of justice explain just
what is or Wherein lies the difference between

-the treatment we are meting out to those
people and the treatment that is being meted
out under similar circumstances in Germany
today? There is'<this difference. Under the
present administration fewer than one thou­
sand Jehovah's witnesses have been prosecuted.
In Germany more than six thousand members

- of the' same organization have been prose­
; euted. They are- being prosecuted in Germany
, much the same as they are here, and for much

the same reason. [House of Commons Debatee,
February 22, 1943]

Many other members of the House
of Commons expressed - themselves in
similar vein. Some declared' that they
had read quite extensively in the WATCH­

TOWER publications, and never saw there­
in anything that warranted their being
banned. Otherswere very plain-spoken
that it was a matter of religious perse­
cution (as it is in Catholic Hitler's Holy

8

Roman Germanic Empire), and that
unless the 'new committee brought in a'
report pleasing to the minister and his
backers, it would be ignored as was the
recommendation of the committee of last
year.

Government's, Democracu Questioned
House members had further comments

to make on July 15, 1943,on the arbitrary
banning and maintenance of the.Inquisi­
tion of certain -organizations, One mem-

.bel' commented: "It seems tome that the
action of the department of justice or
of the government is not in accord with
democratic procedure. I refer to the
lifting of the ban of illegality which was
imposed on certain organizations.'
Another said with feeling: ,"Our minister
of justice has full command of the letter
of the law, but in my opinion he has
failed dismally to appreciate the spirit
of democracy; and never in my life have
I said anything about which I was more
sincere. He has failed to capture the
essential spirit of democracy."

Mr. Diefenbaker made the following
statements in the interests of liberty and
freedom:

If there is one thing to be considered more
than another in connection with the adminis­
tration of regulations which grant extraordi­
nary powers in a time of war, it is that they
be. administered fairly and in such a way as
not to interfere with any person's right of
speech, or freedom of speech, so long as that
freedom of speech is not-exercised in a manner
likely to prove detrimental to the welfare of
the state. Furthermore, the powers must not
be used, nor must there be any suggestion
of. their being used, to stifle the religious
beliefs of any group or botly of people in
'Canada. . . . I have in mind the situation
with respect to Jehovah's witnesses. I do not
uphold their doctrines, nor their tenets or
beliefs. But I do uphold their right to worship
their God as they please, so long as they do
not thereby _interfere with the safety of the
state. Last year a committee of parliament
recommended .the - removal of the ban on
Jeho.vah's witnesses. Yet the ban still-remains.
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as long as in the exercise of his beliefs he
does not interfere with the rights and liberties
of others, he is entitled to hold whatever
beliefs he sees fit. I . should like to see the
minister of justice, before thi, house pro­
rogues, do what should have beendohe a year
ago, namely, lift the ban on all these organiza­
tions. [House of Commons Debates, July 15"
1943]

The experience of m~st of :us has been that
. theseare harmless people, devoid of any intent

to do wrong to the .state. . . . Why has the
ban not been lifted? It cannot be because of
any fear that this organization is detrimental
to the welfare of the state, or that its actions
are subversive to the war effort. There has
never been even the slightest evidence that
such is the case. [House of Commons Debates,
July 15, 1943]

This house member then drew to the The Lord's Supper Banned
attention of his colleagues the case On: July 21, 1943, the stormycontro-

'of a Mrs.' Mullins, one of Jehovah's wit- versy resumed. Debate surged backand
forth between members of the House ofnesses, who.was taken into custody while

distributing literature that contained Commons and the minister of justice,
Mr. St. Laurent. Several members testi- ,

nothing on it but quotations from the fled that they knew some of Jehovah's
Bible. So the ban strikes. at the great witnesses personally, and had nothing
Book of Freedom, God's Word, the
Bible. It is not a new victim upon which but praise for their good character and
the hatred of the Roman Catholic Hier- loyalty. Further persecutions were cited,
arehy has been vented. It survived the one being an instance where a group of
destroying-fires of the Inquisition lighted these Christian people were assembled
and fanned by Papal Rome; 'it will sur- to celebrate the Lord's Supper. Mounted
vive \ today'. It existed in completion police charged into the hall and dis-'

organized the services. Many other
before the religious Hierarchy's birth; indignities suffered by these Christians
it will remain after that freedom-hating were called to the attention of the house
organization's death. "The word of the members, But not the faintest trace of
Lordendureth forev~."-lPeter 1: 25. eyidencewas offered to prove the gov-

Following those pointed comments by ernment's false charges of disaffection
Mr. Diefenbaker, Mr. MacInnis con- and subversiveness. Instead the minister
demned the department of justice and could' offer only broad, sweeping and
demanded justice, saying: ' vague generalities against the witnesses,

I support the hon. member for Lake Centre and relied upon irrelevant, prejudicial
in what he said regarding Jehovah's wit- assertions to sway his hearers. He felt
nesses. These people 'presented their case to strongly about the prosperity of the
the defence of Canada regulations committee gospel-preaching workof J ehovah's wit­
last year, and the department of justice also' nesses and the resultant exposure, of.
presented its case, if 'You can call it -a 'case, religion. (Ephesians 5: 13; Matthew
against them. As I have said here before, 10: 26) His statement follows: .
never have I seen a weaker document upon With respect to the activities of these Jeho- .
which to declare an organization illegal than vah's witnesses, the other day I stated that
the document which was placed before the tens of millions of their tracts and pamphlets
defence of Canada regulations committee last, have been put out from their Watch. Tower
year as a justification of the action' against • head office in New York. Their teaching is
Jehovah's witnesses. Iget letters almost every that all these organized religions are agencies
week from members of this sect who are being of the Devil.' They do not call their sect a
molested by the police while exercising their religion, but they believe the organized reli­
religious rights. I do not care what a person's gions are agencies to -maintain the Devil's
religion is, or whether he has any religion at ' embrace on the human race.... At the
all; that is his business and nobody else's;'. present time-and the situation is still con-
MARCH 15, 1f44 9



tinuing-they ., are detrimental to the war giving any reason for the ban. . . . It' is 3.

morale of this nation. [House of Commons sad reflection at a ' time when the united
Debates, July 21, 1943] nations have been using as their battle-cry the

How well would the false charges of four freedoms of the. Atlantic Charter, that
,this minister of justice'have fitted in two of those freedoms, freedom of speech and
with the chorus of religious princes cry- freedom of worship, should be in' jeopardy in
ing out for Jeremiah's lifeblood! Because this country. Here is a religious sect which
Jeremiah kept integrity to God and . has been allowed to carryon its activities in

~ declared His judgments at a time of the United States, to carryon its activities
national crisis when war clouds hung in Great Britain, to carryon its activities
heavy ~round the holy city of Jerusalem, in the sister dominion of Australia; here is
eonnrvmg persecutors and truth-hating a sect in connection with which a. parlia­
religious opportunists capitalized upon mentary committee of this house has reeom­
the tense conditions to hurl false charges mended that a ban should be lifted from it·
at God's truth-telling witness. They yet these people are still having their homes
accused him of falling away to the enemv raided, and on April 19 a service [Memorial]
and weakening the fighting morale of which they were conducting was broken up.
~he men of war; they succeeded in hav- [House of Commons Debates, July 21,1943]
mg Jehovah's witness Jeremiah dropped
into a d1?ngeon and snuffing out tempo- Jehovah's witnesses Admittedly.
raply hIS freedom of worship.-Jere- , Enlightening the People
miah 37: 13-1l$; 38: 4-6. .. Mr. Hansell knocked the minister's

'In the above-quoted comments of the argument off its pins, showing it to be
minister of justice the true cause for the nothing but froth,without weight or
ban begins to see the light of day. House substance. He reasoned:
members were quick to note it, too. I want to read what the minister of justice
Charges of religi-ous persecution against said the other day in reference to the question
Jehovah's witnesses flew thick and fast. of lifting the ban on Jehovah's witnesses. At
The following quotations will bear this page 4972 of Hansard the minister is reported
out, and will also show what would have ~s saying: "As to why the ban was originally

I been the proper solution if the sole Imposed upon Jehovah's witnesses, among
purpose of the government's action was other organizations, I have only hearsay
to guard against sedition.' Jprobabl:y Roman Catholic Hierarchy sources]

Mr. Douglas (Weyburn) had this to information about that." The special com-
say: mittee had expert witnesses from Jehovah's

The minister said tlIllt these people believe w~tnesses. They vappearpd ,?e~ore the com­
that all organized'religion is the instrument . mltte~ and made theIr.submission. They were

.of the Devil. If they believe that-I do not- questioned, and questioned by, shall I say,
that does not make them subversive; if they some champions of the same school of thought'
~hooseto hold that particular theological view, as the minister of justice himself and the
It seems to me that that is their privilege.. " minister, in deciding whether or n~tthe ban
There is sufficient power under the defence of should be lifted, should certainly take into
Canada regulations to deal with any person, account the evidence which was submitted to

the committee and the fact that the members
irrespective of what organization he may f
belong to, for causing dissension in his 0 the committee had an opportunity to ques­

tion and did question the witnesses. Further
majesty's forces or for trying to dissuade th. .. . ., on, on e s.ame page, the minister said: ~'I
anyone from jommg hIS majesty s forces. It have ascertained however that this i a '
. hina fo d l wi .; . "s very~s one t. mg to ea ~I~h an individual who large international organization and the
IS .carrying on subversive acts and another r amount of literature that is put out from "the
thing to ban an entire organization without Watch Tower on behalf of this organization
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is something fabulous." Because an organiza­
tion is large and international, does that mean
for a moment that it is subversive? There
are a good many organizations [the Roman
Catholic Hierarchy, for one] that are inter­
national and whose literature is issued in large
quantity and has a large circulation, but
surely that is no evidence that the institution
is subversive. The minister also said: "It is
also well known that thousands of phono­
graphs with recorded speeches of their great
leader, the so-called Judge Rutherford, are
being used to further enlighten the people."
Just because they have gramaphone records
is no reason why the organization should be
considered subversive. By the way, the
minister made a slip of the tongue when he
said they were being used "to further enlighten
the people". I think the people need a little
more enlightenment, but if the minister had
said "to further confuse the people", it would
have made his argument a little stronger.
Further on he said: "There are also, or there
were, very large numbers of motor trucks
fitted out with these phonographs and loud­
speakers to blare to the population at large
the merits of that particular doctrine and
the demerits .of all religions." Supposing they
did, is that any evidence that the organization
is against the. war effort. or that it is sub­
versive? I have a right to say that my church
is the only' true church and that all other
churches are wrong. I have that right because
it is embodied in the freedom of religion... '.

Furthermore, as I said the other day, if
any individual among Jehovah's witnesses
rises and makes statements that are subversive,
he can be dealt with in the same way [con­
finement in jail], and I have nothing against
that. He should be dealt with in the same
way. But to outlaw the whole organization
and to say that they cannot gather together
as an organization and worship God freely
is something that is absolutely contrary to
British democracy.... That is my conten­
tion, and I urge the minister that he lift the
ban on that organization. That is what I am
urging tonight. I do not believe the minister's
arguments hold water in the least. [House of
Commons Debates, July 21, 1943]
MARCH 15, 1944

Clear-cut Case of Re8gious Persecution
Surely this gentleman scored the

minister on the point that was rankling
him most, the religious question and the
desire to gag the witnesses for religious
reasons, and not to meet political needs..
Remember, these men are not defending
Jehovah's witnesses; they hold no brief
for the beliefs of the witnesses, and
repeatedly state as much. But they are
defending freedom to worship, not just
freedom for their particular kind of
worship, but freedom of worship for all.
And they recognized the ugly head of
religious persecution rearing itself up
in their land, and they determined to
behead -the beast for freedom's cause.
On this tumultuous day of sharp debate
other voices joined the cry for freedom
and tolerance.

Mr. Gillis said:
The only accusation I ever heard against

them was that they make a nuisance of them­
selves; they pass around a lot of literature;
they want to sell you a book every afternoon,
and that kind of stuff. But we have freedom
in this country to do that sort of thing; .I
am free to tell that fellow to get away from
the door if I do not want to talk to him. I
believe that to ban them as a subversive ele­
ment, or an element causing dissatisfaction in
his majesty's forces, or as in any way inter­
fering with the war effort, is ridiculous, and
it was an absolute mistake to include them
under the defence of Canada regulations....
According to the Ottawa Citizen of recent
date, if General Eisenhower's mother were
living in this country. she would be under
this ban; she is a member ~f this group.
[House of Commons Debates, July 21, 1943]

Mr. Macfnnis bluntly voiced the motive
of the ban, when he answered the weak
murmur of the freedom-opposers that
the witnesses were using religion as a
cloak to do things detrimental to the war
effort (though they never cited one

.instanee in support thereof). Incidental.
ly, the "banners" were the ones using a
cloak, a patriotic cloak to grind a reli- .
gious axe. Mr. MacInnis declared:

There are sections in the defence of Canada
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regulations which takecare of actions of that
kind without having to put a whole religious
organization under a ban of illegality, with­
out having to invade churches where people

, are partaking' of holy communion, without
, haying to interrupt their service to ask for

registration cards, without having to take
people off to the police station because they
have not their card..... In my opinion it is
clear, pure religious prejudice that is main­
taining the ban. [House 01 Commons Debates,
July 21, 1943]·

It remained for Mr. Quelch, however,
to courageously put his finger down
squarely on the troublesome religious
cult inspiring: the fight to slaughter
Canada's traditional freedom of worship:

Sometimes I become convinced of the fact
that this action regarding Jehovah's witnesses
is largely a religious question. Some three
years' ago a couple of men called at my house
on the prairie one morning. I did not know
who they were. They asked me whether they
could play a couple of. records. I thought at
first they were salesmen for a certain make
of phonograph. We gave them permission to ,
put on the records and they played them.
They were two recordings of the man by the
name of Judge' Rutherford. I want to give
the committee. the assurance that in those two
speeches by Judge Rutherford there was not
one word of a subversive nature. The whole
of the two speeches was a bitter attack on'
the Roman 'Catholics [Hierarchy]. I do not
SUPPOSe that is considered subversive. . . .
But it does make one wonder whether the
action against Jehovah's witnesses is largely
on account of their attitude toward the Roman
Catholics, inst'ad of their attitude of a sub­
versive nature.
T~ the cry of "Shame!" the speaker

responded:
You may say that it is. a shame, but that

question is being asked all over this country.
I am asked it from one end of Canada to the
other, and I am just repeating the question.
... The suspicion is there. I am not planting'
it. [Houseo] Commons Debates, July 21, 1943]

On this day of verbal battle for free­
dom the minister of justice said that the

12

.'

regulation was amended "to provide th'at
instead of its being an offence to belong
to one of these banned organizations, it
would bean offence to aetas an officer or
member thereof". This means you may
take your Bible (provided the mounted
police do not snatch it from your hand
and confiscate it), read it, believe it; but
you must not obey the divine injunctions
or act in harmony with your Godly con­
victions. You must sear your conscience
and become calloused to God's' will,
because an order in council says that you
cannot prove your faith and maintain a
pure conscience by works and acts, that
you may be a hearer of the word but not
a doer. (1 Timothy 3: 9; 4: 2; James
1 :22-25) This rivals the misty sophis­
tries of Justice Frankfurter, of the
United States Supreme Court. It aids
and abets hypocrisy. How can a true
Christian be a follower of his Leader
Christ Jesus the itinerant Preacher, if
he must confine his worship within four'
walls and the inner, recesses of his mind ~

Such a course may suit the religiously­
tutored conscience of those held fast in
religion's grip. Such a course does nut
meet the .de:nands of freedom of worship
for Christians, whose obligations are
not gauged by the lax boundaries of the
dulled and deadened conscience of reli­
gionists.They have been purged from
the dead works of formalism and cere­
mony and ritualism in dimly-lit eathe-.
drals.(Hebrews 9: 14) Their divinelv­
tutored conscience demands more if 'it
is to be "a clear conscience towards God".
(Acts 24\: 16, Emphatic Diaglott) The
Christian must act in obedience to J eho­
vah God. Others canno,t rightly say it

.is sufficient for the Christian to hide
the Bible-light under a basket or under
the rooftop of a meeting hall. A question
asked nineteen centuries ago may again
be asked by the Christian: "Why is my
personal freedom to be decided by
another man's conscience t'<c-I Corin­
thians 10: 29, Weymouth.

CONSOLATiON
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Opposition to Ban Widespread
The~uotations of house members'

comments on this issue may have seemed
one-sided to the reader. 'I'hey are, for
this reason: the ban-supporters dis­
tinguished themselves by their silence.
Not only was the outcry against banning
Christian worship heard in the house,
but it was sounded nation-wide. The
public press caught up the freedom
standard. Representative editorials are
here quoted. On February 24, 194'3,
about the time things began stirring in
the house over this issue, the Globe and
Mail said editorially:

Mr. St. Laurent, the minister of justice,
seems determined to convince the Canadian
people that he is a very stubborn politician,
whose liberalism is only skin-deep and whose
contempt for Parliament is as profound as
any dictator's. On Monday last, when he
moved for the creation of a special committee
of the House of Commons to study the
Defense of Canada Regulations, he reiterated
his refusal to act upon explicit recommenda­
tions made by the same committee last session.

.Its report urged that the ban now imposed
upon the organized existence of three groups,
the Communists, the Jehovah's witnesses and
the Technocrats, be remeved as soon as
possible, but nothing has been done about im­
plementing this recommendation and Mr. St.
Laurent evidently intends to continue dis­
regarding it. There is nothing mandatory
about'the report of ' such a Parliamentary
committee, but a minister who treats with.
contempt the recommendations of a committee
appointed by the government, of which he
is a member, is standing' on a slippery slope.
Such an attitude is tantamount to a declara­
tion that in these days a minister is a law
unto himself, and that his judgment is far
superior to the collective wis.domof a com­
mittee. These are curious and indefensible
pretensions, and if they can 'be maintained
they will soon make a mockery of the free
parliamentary democracy for whose preserva- .
tion weare supposed to be fighting. . . .

The Jehovah's' witnesses are not, like the
Communists, a political organization,but a
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religious sect, and there has been no serious'
evidence that the activities of its adherents
have been inimical to our war effort. It is
true that their zealotry for a 'curious brand
of Protestantism makes them view with a
critical eye the Roman Catholic .Chureh,but
so do members of the Orange Order, and,
nobody has dared to propose that the homes
of any of the latter should be raided and
literature found inside 'them seized.... The
elected representatives of the people have
pronounced for the removal of the bans upon
these three groups, and Mr. St. Laurent by his
obduracy .is defying their will and making
Canada look ridiculous and hypocritical 'IIi
the eyes of our Russian allies and other
nations.

Five months later, on July 23, 1943~
when the debate in the. House of Com­
mons had reached a climactic pitch, this
same paper again protested through its
editorial columns:

. AN INDEFENSffiLE POLICY

Wednesday the House of Commons debated
for three hours an Opposition demand for
removal of the ban imposed on the religious
sect Jehovah's witnesses under the- Defense
of Canada Regulations. /I'he debate, yielded
nothing, although members .of all the Opposi­
tion parties- were united in the assault on
government policy. It was another of the all­
too-numerous occasions' when the government
stubbornly held its position by refusing to
face the issue. . . .

The issue, and all argument advanced for
the lifting of the ban,. focuses on the fact
that, a group of citizens is being 'discriminated
against and "persecuted" under federal law
for' what it believes. If there is religious free­
dom in Canada, such a thing should ndtbe,
and cannot be tolerated. If there is. religious
freedom, then all persons are permitted,. freely ,
and equally, to follow the faith 'of their eheiee.
And it certainly is not for the government,
or the minister of justice, to sit in judgment
on what any person or' group at 'persons shall
believe. The governrnenbdoes not discuss the
ban on any such basis: It ignores the principle
to hide behind the argument that among the
Jehovah's witnesses there .ere persons who
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have committed, or might commit, subversive
acts; who talk, or might talk, against the
state; who try, or might try, to persuade
others from performing services they are
legally required to perform. .

This is utter nonsense. By no distortion of
reason can it be made to justify a ban on Jeho­
vah'switnesses or any other religious body.

.. .And if the Defense of Canada Regulations
.I.

mean what they are supposed to mean, such
a ban is wholly unnecessary. If a member Of
the United Church, the Jewish faith or the
Catholic Church should discourage recruiting
or commit other subversive acts, wouldIt be
just to outlaw the.whole body of his faith YIt
would be unthinkable. The offender would be
dealt with under the regulations on the basis
of his offense. The crime is in the act, not the
faith. To suppose that people can be stopped
from believing.or .thinking as they wish to do
by declaring them an illegal entity is medieval.
Certainly it is an abuse of the principle of
freedom 'even to attempt it. If the government
fears the influence of the Jehovah's witnesses
upon the war effort, then the responsibility
is on the authorities to check it, but on the
basis of offenses and not on the supposition
that some peculiarity of their faith might
lead them to do wrong.

'I'his same paper, the Globe and Mail,
"Canada's National Newspaper," carried
a copyright article by J. V. McAree. It
supported the statement made in the

.house by Mr. Quelch, namely, that it was
general opinion throughout the country
that Jehovah's witnesses were the
victims of religious persecution because
of their exposure of the Roman Catho-

.lieChurch. Mr. McAree said, in part:
It-has been recommended by a committee

of the House of Commons on which all parties
were represented that the ban on the Com­
munist Party and Jehovah's witnesses should
be lifted. No action has been taken by the
government, which probably finds the majority
report embarrassing. Why the witnesses
should have been classed with the Communists
is not easy to understand; and though no
particular reason for their suppression was
given, it was generally supposed that they
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had. made themselves obnoxiou« to the Roman
Catholic Church. Indeed they have waged
particular theological war against it. But it
is interesting to note that in England the
sect is recognized and exempted from military
service, while in the United States it has been
pronounced harmless and non-subversive by
.Attorney-General Biddle....

They may bea nuisance, but they are a
religious sect in exactly the same way that
the Protestants and Catholics are members of
religious sects.... Our guess is that with
regard to morality and good works they would
probably average considerably higher than
any of the main divisions of Christianity.
... They carryon their campaigns by means
of innumerable books and pamphlets, and
portable phonographs which deliver messages
from their leaders, and Scriptural selections.
They are a most friendly people and it is
difficult to be rude to them, however much
their doctrines may offend good taste or normal
common sense. . . . No doubt these beliefs
seem crude and childish to most people ; but
the point is that they are religious beliefs
and in all civilized countries which are democ­
racies one religious belief is held to have the
same rights as another. It is not that people
'respect' religious 'beliefs different from their
own. It is that it has been found in practice
that if one is attacked or suppressed all will
be in danger:

A Partial Recovery
The totalitarian fever that had been

gripping Canada for more than three
years broke on October 15, 1943. The ban
on Jehovah's witnesses was lifted. Vindi­
cated and rewarded was the persistent
fight for freedom that had been waged
on the home front for so long, with such
little seeming. progress. Some will ask
Why so extensive a review of the free~
dom controversy now? The ban has been
lifted; is it not unnecessarily stirring
up "sleeping dogs" to revive the sharp
speeches in the house that were over
what-is now a settled issue? If it were
a settled issue the answer might be a
Yes; but the issue is not settled. Canada's
recovery was only a partial one. Leaflets
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printed by the Watchtower. What differ­
ence does it make who prints the publi­
cation? It is the messagE\' that counts.
If that is all right, what J~lse matters?
The government says that what is
printed is permissible but the one print­
ing it is not. Just one little line, the
name of the Watchtower publishing
house, makes the book illegal; remove
that line, let someone else print the
identical book, and it is legal. When the
granting or withholding of freedom of
the press hinges on such immaterialities
and bald discriminations, and the truth­
hating enemy seizes upon such straws
to gag his exposers, he is desperate
indeed. ' ~

How absurd it would be to say that the
Roman Catholic Church is free to oper­
ate, but that the publishing houses that
print the Catholic Douay Bibles, The
Faith of Our Fathers, catechisms, and
the sundry other publications essential
to the Catholic way. of worship, are
banned. The outcry that would burst
forth would deafen the world's ears! The
cry would be justified. Operating under
this principle the government could say
to a newspaper, 'What you print is OK,
butwe don't like you. You'll have to quit.
Get someone else to print for you.' Free­
dom of the press vanishes into thin air.
This has happened to Jehovah's wit­
nesses in Canada. If it can be done to
one, it can be done to others.

containing' nothing but Scripture texts
are still banned, if printed by a certain
publishing house. The same King James
Version Bibles once confiscated under
the ban are still forbidden. These were
some of the things protested against.
These evils are still living. The argu­
ments that have been reviewed and that
smashed against these evils still stand
as timely. The old hatreds against the
free distribution publicly of enlightening
Bible truths still smolder. The ban­
lifting was not due to any change of
heart by those responsible for it; it was
the result of the fight waged by freedom­
lovers and the persistent zeal and un­
breaking integrity of Jehovah's wit­
nesses in standing fast for freedom to
worship Jehovah God as He commands.

The incompleteness of recovery is
shown by this: the ban on J'ehovah's wit­
-nesses was lifted; the ban on the Watch
Tower Bible & Tract Society, the Inter­
national Bible Students Association and
the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society,
Inc., remains. The review of the argu­
ment in the house shows that the unani­
mous recommendation of the committee
was that ALL FOUR of these groups, and
not just one, should be freed from
oppression under the ban. The govern-:
ment has offered a compromise measure
to appease. The committee's recom­
mendation was watered down. It must
be assumed the committee is still of the
unanimous mind that the ban should
have- been lifted from all four of the
groups.

Will She Complete It?
Immediate' steps should be taken to

eomplete the recovery of freedom fOT
What About E;reedom of Press? Jehovah's witnesses. Canada' should

What is the effect of this partial finish the good work she started when
. relief? It is this: The witnesses them- she lifted the. ban on Jehovah's wit­
selves are no longer an illegal organiza- nesses by lifting the ban on the three
tion, but the legal corporations they use affiliated organizations. A false impres­
in their gospel-preaching work are con- . ,SlO~ of the situation is gained from
sidered illegal. What Jehovah's witnesses merely reading the newspaper accounts

\ believe, teach, publish and distribute is of the ban-lifting. These state that the
all right. They may print their doctrines property of the Jehovah's witness
and tenets and call upon the people and organization will be restored, and it
leave such published matter with them; seems that full relief has been realized.
that is all right. But it must not be (Continued on page '18)
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grievous burdens, has been groaning and ,
stillrgroans in pain, waiting for some
relief, but not knowing how it will corne.
(Romans 8: 19, 22) Lovers <?f. truth and
righteousness are In fact waiting for the
Messiah, the Christ, and His kingdom
of righteousness. When these corne to a
knowledge of the fact that the Lord, the
great Deliverer and the Benefactor of

A Friend's Return believing humankind,has returned, every
such honest soul will be filled with joy'A FRIEND is one who loves you all and every grateful heart will respond in

the time; one 'rho even witho~t Y°"':lr songs of gladness. ' '
knowing it makes a great sacrifice In The reasons why we should expect the
order that you might be the rec.ipient of Lord's second coming are numerous, but
some real good. The greatest friend that unless we call these to mind, even thoug:h
you have had, or anyone else has had, on we once knew them we overlook their
earth is the One who was once known as. importance. If we 'have never known
Jesus of Nazareth, W~y~ Because He them, then an examination of these
left all HIS heavenly ::lChes and ~lo~y, reasons is satisfying to the hungry soul.
became a.~an, and la~d down HIs hfe Reason should always be employed in
In Ignomm~ous deathm <?rder that all the examination of Scriptural questions.
lo~ers of rIghteousnes~ might have one Sound reasoning and the Scriptures are
fair and full opport.umty for the bless- necessarily in accord. "Corne now,and
ings of life everlastmg.-John 15: 13. let us reason together, saith the LORD."

The facts show that nineteen hundred (Isaiah 1: 18) The Scriptures prove con­
years ago Jesus went away on a long elusively that Jesus Christ died and was
journey, even into heaven itself. When raised from the dead that He might be
He went away He promised His disciples the Redeemer of mankind; that He
that He would return and that, when He ascended on 'high and presented the
returned, those who loved His appearing value of His human sacrifice in behalf of
would receive many precious gifts. If man and .that at some time the benefits
the facts SIlOW, that this p~ecious friend of His great sacrifice must be bestowed
has returned, and we begin to see that upon all believing and worthy creatures
all the fond hopes of lovers of the Most on earth. The Scriptures declare that
High God are about to be realized and God formed the earth for man's habita­
that "men of good-will" out of a~l nations tion, that .He made it :riot in vain, a:r;td
and tongues are soon to enter into end- that the earth abideth forever.' So If,
less blessings, what unspeakable joy this according to God's promise to the patri­
brings! Those who have watched and arch Abraham, a blessing is to corne ,
waited for His coming necessarily break through Abraham's seed, the Christ, to
forth in singing the praises of the Lord. all faithful humankind, it follows that

For centuries Jews .had been hoping, the Lord must establish an order of
-looking and praying for the corning Of things over the earth that obedient men
a Messiah. For nineteen hundred years might enjoy the things which God pur­
-now Christians have been hoping, watch- . posed them to have, arid that the Lord
ing, and praying, and waiting for ~he ~ust be present to establish _such a
coming of Christ Jesus the Lord. M essiah. righteous arran~ement over the earth.
and Christ mean the same, namely The The student IS not left to theory or
Anointed One. The whole world of man- conjecture. The Scriptural evidence is
kind, groping in darkness, laden with given in such abundance that alldoubt
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is for ever removed. God's prophet
long ago foretold the coming of a mighty
one, and said that this mighty One should
have a government of righteousness;
that "his name shall be called Wonder­
ful Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and
peace there shall be no end". (Isaiah
9: 6, 7) An "everlasting Father" implies
that there shall be some offspring who
will have everlasting life. Hence this
promise indicated that a government
would be established wherein man would
be granted the privilege of life eternal.
• Once there was on earth a typical Theo­
cratic government which foreshadowed
that Messianic Government. It ruled the
nation of Israelites. Jehovah God made
a covenant with that nation, to the
exclusion of all other nations. He gave
them a law to shield them from. the
influences and machinations of the adver­
sary and to lead them to Christ, their
great Messiah. The Israelites or Jews,
as a nation, did not keep this law,
because they were imperfect; and some
of their kings were especially wicked.
The time came when Jehovah God said
to Zedekiah, the last human king of
Israel: "And thou, profane wicked prince
of Israel, whose day is come, when iniq­
uity shall have an end, thus saith the
Lord GOD; Remove the diadem, and take
off the crown: this shall not be the same:
exalt him that is low, and abase him that
is high. I will overturn, overturn, over­
turn it: and it shall be no more, until
he come whose right it is; and I will give
it him."-Ezekiel 21: 25-27.

It follows from this that at some
.future time there would come a mighty
one who would establish a kingdom of
righteousness, having full authority and
right -thus to do.

At the overthrow 'of Zedekiah God
permitted the Gentiles to establish a
world-wide dominion in the earth. The
Lord God through a vision to Daniel
pictured the development of four world­
powers in succession, which would exist
MARCH 15,1944

for a certain period of time, and which
would continue 'until Jehovah's chosen
One should come, whose right it is, and
then this righteous One should take pos­
session of earth's affairs and rule the
earth. (Daniel chapter 7) It is t()he
expected, of cour~~, thatthe unrighte@~
governments would hold on to their
power in earth as long as possible, and
that they would still be thus doing at the
coming of the great King, and that He

'would oust these earthly kingdoms of
unrighteousness and establish a right­
eous government. Even so the Lord God,
through the prophet Daniel, says:' "In
the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up' a kingdom, which shall
never be destroyed: and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people, but it
shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it. shall stand for
ever." (Daniel 2: 44) It follows, then,
that this righteous King must be present
before He breaks to pieces and consumes
the other kingdoms. The Scriptures
speak of the righteous kingdom as the
kingdom of heaven, because it is in
accord with the heavenly Father's will
and ruled by the invisible power of His
great Messiah.

Christ the Messiah's disciples will
have no physical part in violently
destroying "all these kingdoms" of this
world, because they are not authorized
to even attempt to do so. They wait upon
Jehovah's anointed King to do so from
heaven, and in the meantime they pro­
claim the gospel of His established King­
dom to all people with a hearing ear and

. warn them of the invisible 'presence of
the King and point out to them the way'
of safety in that time of world-wide
destruction. All those, of good-will who
now take heed will find the' Messianic
King to' be their friend unfailing in this
time of. crisis and world distress, and
they will enter into still greater blessings
when the enemies shall have been put out
of power and destroyed and the Messi­
anic Kingdom rules all, earth without a
rival. -
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Canada Lifts Ban .
(Continued from page 15)

But restoring the property 'to J ehovah's
witnesses, who are not . a property­
owning corporation, will .present an
enigma inasmuch as the Watchtower and
the International Bible Students' organ­
izations are still outlawed, and they are
the property owners.

Jehovah's witnesses and their corpo­
rations are inseparable. All do the same
work and have the same ends. To admit
Jehovah's witnesses and their work and
yet retain the ban on their organizations
by WhICh they accomplish their minis­
terial .duties in a lawful and efficient
manner smacks of the course of Pharaoh
?f old in Egypt. At one crucial point
In the ten plagues when the going got
particularly tough Pharaoh offered to
lift the ban on. the Israelites' worship of
God and permit them to go and sacrifice
unto' Jehovah as He commanded A
string was attached: their flocks 'and
herds must be left behind. Now, these
animals were required by the Israelites
for sacrifices. The two must not be
separated. The freedom-offer of Pharaoh
was hollow, and Moses rejected it.
Pharaoh's heart was hardened by Moses'
demands for full, realistic and practical
freedom of worship, and more plagues
followed.-Exodus 10: 24-27.

It is hoped that Canada, now that she
~a.s made some amends, will see the
injustice of and insufficient relief granted
?y the partial ban-lifting. The publish­
ing-house. organization is inseparable
fro~ the witnesses if they are to fulfill
their eomrmssion and worship in the way
God has commanded, namely, "The
gospel must first be PUBLISHED among
all nations." (Mark 13: 10) Publications
must be u~ed to publish the gospel. They
are as VItal to Jehovah's witnesses'
manner of worship as the sacrificial
animals were to the Israelites under
Moses.. The printed message of J eho­
vah's witnesses is now approved by the
Canadian government. Common sense
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!el~s that t~e one .printing the message
IS Im~aterIal. ThIS poses the question,
Why IS not the ban on the publishing
house, the Watchtower Bible and Tract

. Society, Inc., lifted'
Recall in the debate herein published

that the minister of justice was much
alarmed at the magnitude of the pub­
lish~:p.g work done by the WATCHTOWER,
saying Incredulously: "Tens of millions
of their tracts and pamphlets have been
put out from their Watch Tower head
?ffice in New York"; and again: "This
I~ a very large international organiza­
tion and the amount of literature that
is put out from the Watch Tower on
behalf of this organization is something
fabulous," Could it not be that it was
desired to stem this. tremendous flood of
t!uth that the minister admitted 'en­
lightened the people" Perforce the en­
lightenment referred to was concerning
relIgI~n:s hypocrisy. and Christianity's
OppOSItIOn thereto, SInce that is the field
embraced by the WATCHTOWER publica­
tions.

Could organized religion, particularly
the R<;>man Catholic Hierarchy, be inter­
ested In shackling the volume of activity
of Jehovah's witnesses' Who else could
be.' Who else has so much to cover and
shIel? from the Bible searchlight' The
persIsten~ clarno rings of freedom-lovers
a~d consisteney with United Nations'
aIn:'ls forced some kind of action. So that
WhICh would clear the slate on the sur­
face, before the casual, superficial public
gaze, was done; but the fountain-source
of books and booklets remains plugged
up. Practical means of Jehovah's wit-·
nesses' worship~ng is still wanting. They
have been denied the wherewithal to
"publish" the gospel by the cutting of
the supply line of books and booklets
th~t so plagued the politico-religious
HIerarchy and her toadies. Failing to'
hold the throttling death-grip on Jeho­
vah's witnesses, the religionists try to
impede, circumvent and obstruct the dis­
tribution of their God-given message. In
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short, they have atteI?pted to hamstring (Psalm 76: 10; Romans 8: 28; Philip­
Jehovah's witnesses in Canada. pians 1: 12-21) So Jehovah's witnesses

thank God for all things, including f'ree-
Canada! Shun the Ditch of dom. Governments do not give freedoms

National Destruction! to the people; God gives them. The state
Canada has passed a crisis, success-. must not try to pass itself off as God's

fully. During the ban's reign she w~s 'vicar in this matter. Democratic states
:tollowing in the footsteps of the Cathohc 'do guarantee inherent rights. When
dictators of Europe. They have all these proper guarantees are lived up to,
banned Jehovah's witnesses, and that Jehovah's witnesses appreciate it. When
ban remains. Canada has halted her they resolve themselves to mere words,
headlong plunge on totalitarian skids doubts arise.
and has turned from the path of destruc- May Canada make true by actions the
tion. May her steps grow stronger and words uttered by Prime Minister Win­
surer and more determined as she treads ston Churchill. They were spoken at the ,
back toward freedom's highway. -May time of the Quebec conference about one
she completely restore to her citizens week after President Roosevelt's address
who are Jehovah's witnesses their lost previously mentioned. They were far
freedoms. She has narrowly escaped from true then; they are not entirely
being defeated and-enslaved, even as she true now. He said:
promised "four freedoms", Sh~ .has Here at the gateway of Canada, in mighty
avoided the trap ensnarmg the religious lands which have never known the totalitar­
rascals devoted to totalitarianism: ian tyrannies of Hitler and Mussolini, the
"Great swelling words of vanity uttering, spirit of freedom has found a safe and abid­
. . . promising freedom to them, they ing home. Here that spirit is no wandering
themselves being all the while slaves of phantom. It is enshrined in parliamentary
corruption, for by whom one hath been institutions based on universal suffrage and
defeated, by the same hath he become' evolved through the centuries by the English­
enslaved." (2 Peter 2 : 18, 19, Rotherham) speaking peoples. It is inspired by the Magna
She must go farther if she is to escape Charta and the Declaration of Independence.
entirely.-Psalm 9: 17. It is guarded by resoluteand vigilant millions,

President Roosevelt, when in Canada, never.so strong or well armed as today. [New
complained of skeptics of the attainment York Times, September 1, 1943]
of the "four freedoms". The cause for In times past other British dominions
skepticism in Canada has been greatly and members of the British Common:"
.reduced. Jehovah's witnesses appreciate wealth of Nations have slipped from the
the relief granted; but, while appreciat- high plane of British democracy. Some
ing liberty guarantees from any human are still in the totalitarian wallow. Now
source, they are primarily grateful to that Canada, and before her Australia,
their great God of Freedom, Jehovah. has lifted the ban on Jehovah's witnesses,
This does not mean that His servants why do not Jamaica, Trinidad, West
would be so impregnable that never at Africa and otlter recalcitrant members
any time would they suffer loss of free-
dom. It does mean that when affliction of the British Commonwealth follow the
and persecution has been permitted long good example l
enough as a test of His servant's integ-
rity and to identify His enemies, victory 'Come, Let Us Reason Together'
and freedom He will give tothe faithful Pause, and reflect. Look at the eternal
ones. All works out to the furtherance mountains, the peaks and towering crags,
of Jehovah's purposes, even-the wrath the wilderness fastnesses with their
of wicked men resulting in His praise. mighty rivers, the billowing oceans and
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seas; shift your gaze skyward and con­
template in wonderment and awe the
night heavens, the luminousbodies dot­
ting that expansive vault and hurtling

. .fhrough limitless space at incredible
speeds, moving in fixed orbits ona time
schedule that is unvarying. The mind
turns to the Creator, and 'the insig-

,( nificance of man. The basest creature
realizes his utter inability to alter J eho­
yah's purposes relative to all these works
of His creation.

Yet puny, presumptuous manigno­
rantly outlaws' a work that this same
Almighty Creator orders in the earth,
and declares Jehovah's organization
established for that purpose illegal!
Little wonder God sits in the heavens
and laughs! (Psalm 2: 1-4) How ridicu­
lous are such governmental decrees,
sounded with so much solemnity and
pomposity' by little men with twisted and
distorted minds totally void of under­
standing! Of such stuff dictators are
made. Leaders of nations championing
the "four freedoms" will not emulate

. them.
More than appears on the surface is

involved in this matter ofJehovah's wit­
nesses. Not just the witnesses' freedom,
not just the peoples' civil liberties, not
just some proposed "four freedoms";
life, death, universal domination, and
mighty spirit worlds are involved. Only
blackest failure can await plots against
God. TheDevil is doomed to such fate.
What wicked success can far less power­
ful man hope for l None whatsoever!
They fight against God in opposing His
witnesses. (Acts 5: 38, 39; Zechariah
2: 8) They may kill some; they did
Christ Jesus. He gained victory over
death; so will His followers. The wicked
may succeed for a time. Sentence against
them may seem delayed. Though it may
seem to tarry, it will come on time. Pres­
identRoosevelt declared that if the Axis
tyrants knew the plans laid.against them
at Quebec they would give up in terror
now. If the nations could foresee the
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te~ible vengeance the Lord has pur­
posed for all persecutors of His wit­
nesses they would fear and quake, and
abandon opposition to The Theocracy.
One higher than the highest earthly ruler

. sees the oppression of His little ones.
(Habakkuk 2: 3; Ecclesiastes 5: 8; 8: 11)
The gracious God speaks to the nations
now through His witnesses and with a
life-giving message. Soon He will speak
to the incorrigibly wicked ones in His
wrath at Armageddon with the voice of
death and unending deatruetion.e-T'salm
2: 5. .

As for Jehovah's witnesses at this
troublous time, let it be understood that
they are not seditious. Accusing reli­
gionists level such charges at them for
selfish reasons, just as religionists in
the past did. (Ezra 4: 15; Luke 23: 2;
Acts 17: 6,7; 24: 5) .In declaring God's
Word and offering literature explain­
ing the Scriptures in the light of the
times Jehovah's witnesses render invalu­
able service to men and nations.

There is much talk now about the
,revival to Bible-reading. The New York
Times Magazine, J'anuary 2, 1944, in an
article by L. H. Robbins, stated:

MORE THAN EVER THE BOOK FOR TODAY

Timeless, yet Forever Timely, the Bible Holds
the Promise that a Better World Is Possible

The Bible has more readers today than
ever it had before. It is read on battlefields
all round the globe. It is read in countless
homes where it may once. have gathered the
dust of neglect. Lonely people, burdened
people, departing people search it for strength
and courage. A.nxious people .seek light for
j:Qdgingthese times of spiritual tempest and
earthquake.

Yet despite the trend to Bible-reading,
world conditions today surpass in.wicked­
ness and distress any time in history.·
More is needed than formalistic, reli­
gious Bible-reading.' It must be under­
stood. Jehovah is opening its heretofore
hidden truths in this time of the end,·
and He is using His witnesses as the
informers of all persons of good-will
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toward Him. Their activities are to the
welfare of men and nations. God's pur­
pose that the witness be given will not
swerve aside for governmental decrees
of illegality against it. As well try to
sweep back the ocean with a broomstick,

land with better chances of success.
Condign punishment opposing nations
or combines of nations will reap at
Armageddon. (Isaiah 8: 9-13; Psalm
9: 17) Life unending awaits all those
who heed Jehovah's message.

, Neither the nation of Canada, nor any
other 'nation, is deciding the fate of
J~hovah~s witnesses, On the contrary,
by their treatment of God's servants
they are fixing their own eternal destiny.
(Matthew 25: 31-46) The judgment of
the nations is on! As nations set their
course relative to Jehovah's witnesses,
may they make the wise choice. Remem­
ber: "BLESSED IS THE NATION WHOSE GOD
IS JEHOVAH,"-Psalm 33: 12, American
Standard Version.

••

Gilead College Graduates Its Second Class

TH E "old world" is education-con­
scious. Even while it is in the throes

of global war plans for the postwar
program of education are being brought
forth and debated. Courses of study
'embracing many fields of knowledge are
being championed by their proponents.
Politics, commerce, sociology, and, yes,
by all means, religion are fields well
represented in the proposed educational
campaign by which this old, world
expects to lift itself up by its own boot­
straps into the glittering, man-made
"new, world order" envisioned by politi­
cal and religious leaders. The most vital
educational need is pushed into the back­
ground as unimportant, even undesir­
able.

The crying need of the people now and
in the future is education in God's Word,
the Bible. Proper fear of its Author is
the beginning of wisdom. He is the Giver

. of true wisdom, having laid up in His
Word sound wisdomfor creatures right­
eously disposed. (Psalm 111: 10; Prov­
erbs 2: 6, 7) Worldlings unwilling to

,search the pages of this Book of wisdom
will find themselves "ever learning, and
never able to come to the knowledge of
the truth". ''Lo, they have rejected the
weird of the LORD; and what wisdom is
.in them~" (2 Timothy 3: 7; Jeremiah
8: 9; 1 Corinthians 1: 20; 3: 19) The
need of people o~ good-will for educa­
MARCH 15, 1944

tion in God's Word is being roet, and
will continue to be met; but not by the
educational program outlined by the
builders of the postwar world.

Jehovah God, the foremost Educator
of the universe, makes the provision.
Through His organization He trains
His ministers, that they may "be able
to teach others also". (2 Timothy 2: 2)
They-are commanded to "go, .. and
teach all nations". (Matthew 28: 19, 20)
His organization on earth has estab­
lished the Watchtower Bible College of
Gilead, located at South Lansing, New
York, to specially train and fit ministers
for service in various nations. In June
of last year the first class or graduates
left its halls, and they are now busily
engaged .in ministering-free education
to the impoverished people who have
been long underfed on Bible truths and
overfed •on religion. On January 31,
1944, the ranks of these specially trained
Theocratic educators were swelled by
th.e graduation of the second class from
GIlead college. ,

Five .months. previous one' hundred
ministers of the gospel had been called
in from the field where they had devoted
their full time for at least two years in
ministerial work. For five weeks they
applied themselves diligently to the pre­
scribed course of study. At the end of
this period examinations eliminated six-

21



~

o
oz
U>
o
r»
:!
o
z

~-;

Left to right: Front row: Price, R., Hutson, H., Stover, M., Pool, N., Weher, B., Kosak, H., Billings, R., Torblt, P., Kienhaum, E, Wilson, G., Akin, C., Paterson, G., WaskowItz, J.,
Brown, M. Second row: Aniol, M., Brandt, J., Walllle<, K., Dobrowolski, M., Prescott, S., Bu ford, H., Ferrari, H., Abel, M., Soviak, S., Muraf, A., Holcomb, M., Pool, V., Hettesheimer, R.,
Caryk, M., Trim, H., Olson, H., Torbit, R., Adams, J. Third row: Howe, E., Hinds, M., Ferra 'I, S.. Paterson, R., Harvey, D., Renxlehausen. R., Wallace, J., Butrus, P., Bangle, A., Grlica, S.,
Thompson, D., Johnson, V., Peterson, M., Grenz, C., Sleep, B. Fourth row: Deane, L., Smith, H., Anderson, R., Morel', W., Berry, B., Downie, :M., Orliea , P., Caryk, Z., Ferrari, J.,
Brehmer, J., Colangelo, A., Stover, G., Woodard, H. Fifth row: Zinser, H., Torbit, A., Oleo". 0., Akin, IV., Shalfer, C., Corkern, C., Peterson. R., Papadem, G., McLamb, F., Behunick, S.,
Howe, J" Holmes, C. Sixth row: Rice. E., Harvey, R., Johnson, W., Conover, A., Blackburn. IV., Mason, B., .Johnson, L., Kipperman, A., Pillars, 0., Dillon, L., Berry, J., Brandt, L.



teen as unable to meet the high scholastic
standards set by the college, and these
returned to full-time ministry in the
United States. In due time the remain­
ing eighty-four completed the college
term, which is divided into two semesters
of ten weeks each. Eighty-three gradu­
ated with merit and, at the exercises on
January 31, received diplomas testify­
ing to their completion of the course with
merit, as well as their qualifications to
engage in educational work and colabor
with the Watchtower .Bible and Tract
Society in preaching the gospel' of J eho­
vah's kingdom. (See page opposite for
the picture of the graduating class.)

In this five-month period of strenuous
mental activity and study the students
covered material that would comprise a
two-year curriculum in secular schools.
Bible research, Theocratic field ministry,
public Bible speaking, supreme law,
Bible themes, college English, college
mathematics, and Spanish constitute the­
courses of study pursued at Gilead. In
addition to this, the students averaged
upward of thirty hours each month in
the field preaching the gospel of the
Kingdom, thus putting the information
gained in classrooms to practical use.
Add to this -the fact that after the close
of classes in midafternoon each student
put in approximately three hours of
manual activity around the, campusor
Kingdom Farm (on which the college is
located), and one can readily appreciate
the intensity of the training program.
"Much study is a weariness of the flesh,"
however, and thereforethe extraeurri~u­
lar work . around the farm and college
grounds was of real benefit. ,

Having completed successfully so
strenuous a five-month course, then, it
was with genuine joy that the graduating
students assembled in the auditorium on
January 31. At 9: 30 a. m. 228 had assem­
bled to witness or participate in the
graduation exercises. Friends and rela­
tives of the graduates were present,

"some from neighboring cities, some from
distant states. A song and prayer to',
MARCH 15. 1944

Jehovah having opened the program,
each of the four instructors spoke
directly to the students, counseling them
as to their obligations to serve as ,Theo­
eratie educators in teaching all nations.
Thecollege president, N. H. Knorr, who
is also president of the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society, which organiza­
tion founded the college, then addressed
the assembly for over an hour, on""The
GLorious Treasure of Service". As the
absorbing theme of this discourse un­
folded, each one present appreciated
more than ever the opportunities and
blessings granted 'to him by Jehovah
God. Enthusiastic applause marked the
conclusion of this talk, and shortly there­
after the eighty-three graduating with
merit had received their diplomas; thus
climaxing and ringing down the curtain
on their college careers.

On this occasion there were many
reminiscences by the students of the
happy, busy 'days just ended. In no other
way could the spirit pervading the stu­
dent body be better captured for the
reader than by recording' some of these
observations and impressions expressed.

One states:
I had the great privilege of working before

the term opened' and saw most of the other
students arrive. What a: colorful sight they
were, hailing from practically every state in
the nation! Drawling south~rners; snappy,
staccato-voiced New Jerseyans, broad-accented
westerners'; from everywhere they came. One
loved them all from the first because they
were Theocratically minded. They all were
intent on the' Kingdom interests and had
been pioneers [full-time ministers in the
field] for at least two years, and some for·
many more". 'Those were happy days: greetings
in the hallways,in the lounge, and elsewhere
as the brethren sought to get acquainted and
compared experiences in the field. [Judges
5: 11, Am. Stan. Ver.]

The weeks :flew by quickly. We all kept so
busy studying that we hardly noticed anything _
other than our studies. The brethren during
the first five weeks had vied with the roosters



in' the chicken barn for early rising, as many hope it has not spoiled us. We soon learned
repeatedly rose at five or five-thirty to study that everything was run on an orderly basis
before breakfast. After the trying five-weeks at Gilead. Everywhere in every department
examinations the brethren were less tense there is perfect order, harmony and unity.
about their studies, and they loosened up and Each is assigned to his task and he goes about
were more congenial. They no longer gotup it joyfully. The next few days we became
So early to study Spanish Or Bible themes. acquainted with our instructors and the Farm

Joyful days of walking in the autumn sun family, and were assigned our tasks. to be
between classrooms followed. The beautiful taken care of after the day's studies were over.
autumn changed to winter; the rolling. hills This proved to be 'a real blessing to us, as
of. Kingdom Farm overlooking Lake Cayuga there we had an opportunity to get away
turned' gold and red, and later took on the from the strain of'study and to relax. our
somber tone of winter, and finally were minds. The work was always a pleasure, as
covered with SIlOW. The final quarter rolled by. in the Lord's organization 'there are no task­
Then came the last class period in which new masters, hence no one giving orders. If there
material was introduced. This was followed was a special job to be done, the servant in
bya week of review, and then four days charge asked who would like to help, and, of
devoted to final examinations. course, everyone was willing, and the job was

Graduation day ~ "I'hat was a thrilling, soon done, with laughter and singing.
never-to-be-forgotten day. Then came parting. Another thing which has impressed me is
"See you in Mexico,", or "Till we meet in the scenery round about Gilead. It is indeed
Cuba", were typical parting words. Brethren 'awe-inspiring. The trees outside my window.
who had lived together in unity for five .When I first caine they were clothed in sum­
months, bound by ties stronger than blood, mer leaves 'of green; as the weeks passed I
bade each other good-bye. All had come eager, watched them change from green to the most
hopeful, enthusiastic, looking forward to gorgeous reds and browns and yellows. Then,
making the most of their blessed opportunity leaf by leaf, they lost their beautiful garments
and being better equipped upon leaving to until, today, they 'stand etched against the
carry out their consecration vows. At parting sky, beautiful in their nakedness; each in its
they were eager, enthusiastic, serious, and own beautiful pattern. At their feet, and just
mere mature as they set out for new territory, beneath' my window, runs a happy little
new Theocratic fields of activity, and greater stream. When I first came it was dry and I
privileges of service. . gave it little thought; but when the rains

Another, much impressed by the scenic came, what .a surprise! This spot that had
. setting of the Gilead campus, gives been dead suddenly came to Iife; and water
voice to her sentiments: '. was flowing through it, winding its way among

It was a beautiful day in late summer when the rocks and rushing merrily over miniature
we came over the last hill and saw Gilead, waterfalls, singing a happy tune as it wended
nestled there so peacefully, far from the bustle it~ way to beautiful Lake Cayuga nestled
of the city and the strife and turmoil of the between the hills behind Gilead.

• Devil's world. As we drew up to the building No matter where you look there is beauty.
and stopped we were greeted by' others, who A beauty that speaks of a: marvelous Creator;

'pad come as we had. It was so interesting, an all-wise and loving Father who, in this
meeting brethren from every part of the time of strife and turmoil, has made a.wonder­
country brought together here because of their ful provision here at Gilead, to train men and
mutual love and zeal for Jehovah. women as instructors to go forth in His name

The first task for us to do after our arrival to meet the famished,hunger-bittlln, home­
was to get settled in our rooms. It was a joy coming "prodigal son", and, with all the tender
to move into such comfortable, cheerful rooms. care of the Father, guide and direct this class _
After what we had peen living in out in the .. into His fold, there to feed in green pastures;
field this was real luxury, and we sincerely beside the still waters, and forever after. to
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serve to the honor and glory of His name. As the graduation exercises began we looked'
A third describes in simple phrase about us at each-dear face, our brothers and

emotions experienced upon arrival and sisters, with whom we have worked and lived
departure: . and learned. Tomorrow this family would be

We were just in time for breakfast, pre- gone, I reflected. Weare leaving home. But
ceded by morning worship. With a lump in what a wonderful promise awaits fulfillment
myfhroat I joined the group in the Lord's before us, for our Lord Jesus Christ has
prayer. A real family, I thought. Why, I 'promised: "Verily I say unto you, There is
haven't said that prayer with a group since no man that hath left house, or brethren, or
I was a little girl .at home! And so it is; sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
those at Gilead are a real family, as I grew to children, or, lands, for my 'sake, and the
learn during the past twenty weeks. ,gospel's, but he shall receive an hundredfold

Truly Gilead is a Theocratic college, I . now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
realized,' as the president, in the opening sisters, and mothers,and children, and lands,
address, explained' that our instructors are with persecutions;' and in the world to come
in fact our brethren, simply Kingdom pub- / eternal life." [Mark '10: 29, 30]
lishers of Jehovah like ourselves. As the weeks So a second class of students have
went by they endeared themselves to us, show- 'freely received' Theocratic education at
ing their zeal for the truth by expounding to Gilead ; now they are fanning out in
us in classes daily tlie precious Bible truths, many directions to 'freely give' to others
joining with us in the door-to-door work and instruction in the most vital field of
magazine work each week-end, and studying education, the field scorned by self­
The Watchtowf'r with us every Sunday eve- centered world-builders. A third class is
ning. Why, it was no time at all before Gilead now diligently pursuing their studies at
was home! ' 'Gilead, and in due time will graduate,

And now our course of study is over, and, to be followed by unnumbered classes in
with grateful hearts to our heavenly Father the future. "Gilead" means "heap of
for this His advanced instruction in the great testimony", that is, testimony and wit­
Textbook of Freedom, we look eagerly for- ness to Jehovah's name and supremacy.
ward to serving Him more efficiently and It is living up. to its name through its
feeding His "other sheep" all over the world. graduates....

Josephus, the Historian

the Baptist. The name of' this Jew was
Banus, and some think he was a follower
of John. At any rate, Josephus seems to
have imbibed a favorable impression of
John, and so mentions him in his writ­
ings. After three years of desert life
Josephus returned to the city and, like
Paul prior to his becoming an apostle,
''lived a Pharisee," whose rules heeom­
pares with those of the Greek Stoics.

When he was twenty-six years of age
Josephus made a journey to Rome, to
defend some priests who had been
arrested by Felix. 'I'his Felix also figures
in the experiences of the apostle Paul
(Acts 24) On the way to Rome Josephus
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Flavius

FLAvIu s JOSEPHUS, noted Jewish
. historian, was born at Jerusalem
about 3i-4years after the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, which
occurred in A.D. '33. He "claimed royal'
and priestly ancestry. His priestly line­
age ran in the first of the 24 courses
of the priesthood, which was the most
eminent.
,As a boy Josephus appears to have

been exceptionally bright, and eager to
learn the Jewish law.

:As a youth he spent three years with
an ascetic who lived upon food that grew
of its own accord in the desert, follow­
ing insome measure the example of John
tdARCH 15, ,1944
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suffered shipwreck, and he says that he
had to swim for his life, along with about
600 other passengers. This experience
reminds one of the apostle's shipwreck,
on which occasion, it appears, he also
was in the deep a considerable period of
time. (2 Corinthians 11: 25, 26; Acts 27).
Since shipwrecks were relatively fre-.
quent, it is not likely that the occasions
were the same, although they cannot
have been many years apart.

Josephus made quite an impression at
Rome, for he was a man of the world,
and through favorable connections made
the acquaintance of Poppea, Caesar's
wife, through whose influence in turn he
obtained the release of the priests he had
come to defend.

When he got back to Palestine there
was a rebellion afoot. But Josephus felt
that any such opposition to Rome was
hopeless, and sought to dissuade those
involved in the plot from carrying it into
execution. The priests and the Jewish
aristocracy were not .in favor of an
uprising, but they were all, including
Josephus, ultimately involved in it.

In his own description of the rebellion
and how he came to be involved in it
he graphically portrays the numerous
plots and counterplots that marked this
period of his life. He was in his early
thirties now. One of the incidents he
describes as occurring at this time is of
particular interest to those who now
contend for freedom of worship. He
says:

At this time it was that two great men,
who were under the jurisdiction of the king
[Agrippa], came to me out of the region of
Trachonitis, bringing their horses and their
arms, and carrying with' them their money
also; and when the Jews would force them to
be circumcised, if they would .stay among
them, I would not permit them to have any
force put upon them, but said to them, "Every
one ought to worship God according to his own
inclinations, and not to be constrained by
force; and that these men, who had fled to
us for protection, ought not to be so treated
as to repent of their coming hither."

26

Josephus was at this time sole com­
mander of the Jewish forces quartered
in Galilee. He found that the Galilean
Jews were divided, and so feared his
position was too weak to meet the army
of Vespasian. Retiring to the stronghold
of J otapata, he encouraged his soldiers
in the siege and resisted with great skill
the attacks of Vespasian. Vespasian
conquered, however, and Josephus was
put in chains, but found opportunity to
exercise the gift of "prophecy" which he
claimed to possess by predicting that
Vespasian would become the next emper­
or. When this actually occurred J ose­
phus was set at liberty, his chains being
cut to signify that he had been unjustly
bound. Josephus seems, to have had the
gift of getting out of tight spots. He now
took the name of Flavius, which was the
family name .of Vespasian," whom he
accompanied to Alexandria, Egypt.
Josephus was done with rebellions. He
had while still in Palestine witnessed
from without the terrible siege of J eru­
salem under Titus, and had even been
sent by him to persuade the Jews, if
possible, to give up their resistance.
Their refusal resulted in the final de­
struction of Jerusalem, fulfilling the
great prophecy of the Lord Jesus Christ
as recorded in Luke 21 and Matthew 24.

Josephus persuaded Titus to spare,
his relatives and most intimate friends
in Jerusalem. He himself, because of his
aid and counsel in connection with the
.siege, received a valuable' estate in
Judea, but realized that it would not be
a good place for him to stay. So he
journeyed to Rome once again, became
a Roman citizen, and devoted himself to
writing, in Greek.Hi~ books are highly
esteemed, and contain much of value and
interest, although they are not always
accurate. They sometimes contain ma­
terial (such as legend and wrong chro­
nology) that- is hardly creditable to a
Jewish historian. There is a brief men­
tion of Jesus Christ in his "Antiquities
of the Jews", but this is now generally
believed to have been tampered with. It
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· appears in Book 18, chapter 3, section 3
of his "Antiquities of the .Jews", and
reads as follows in current editions:

Now there was about this time Jesus, a
wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man;
for, he was a doer of wonderful works, a
teacher of such men as receive the truth with
pleasure. He drew over to him both many of
the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was
[the] Christ. And when Pilate; at the sugges­
tion of the principal men among us, had con­
demned him to the cross, those that loved him
at the first did not forsake him; for he ap­
peared to them alive again the third day; as
the divine prophets had foretold these and ten
thousand other wonderful things concerning
.him, And the tribe of Christians so named
from him are not extinct at this day.

Commenting on this. passage and the
"Antiquities" as a whole, The Catholic
Encyclopedia says:.

Attempts have been made to refute the'
'.objections brought against this passage both
for internal and' external reasons, but the
difficulty has not been definitively settled. The
passage seems to suffer from repeated inter­
polations, The fact that the "Antiquities"
testifies to the truth of Divine Revelation
among the Jews as among the Christians, and
confirms the historical facts related in the
Bible by the incontrovertible testimony of
pagan authors, renders this, work of Josephus
of extreme value for the, history of the chosen

people. The accounts which he gives of the
rise and mutual relations of the different
Jewish sects, which are so important in the
history and sufferings of the Savior; his infor­
mation regarding the corruption of the ancient
Jewish customs and institutions; his statement
concerning the internal conflicts of the Jews,
and lastly his account of the last war with the
Romans, which put an end to the national
independence of the Jews, .are of prime im­
portance as historical sources. . . .

The early Christians were zealous readers
of Josephus's "History of the Jews", and the
Fathers of the Church, such as Jerome and
Ambrose, as well as the early ecclesiastical
historians like Eusebius, are fond of quoting
him in their works.

Another writer, Joseph Scaliger, in his
De Emendatione,' Temporum, says:

Josephus is the most diligent and the
greatest lover of truth of all writers; nor are
we afraid to affirm of him, that it is more safe
to believe him, not only as' to the affairs of
the Jews, but also as to those that are foreign
to them, than all the Greek-and Latin writers,
and this because his fidelity and his compass
of learning are every where conspicuous.

The testimony of Scripture being com­
plete in itself, it cannot be said that the
writings of Josephus are indispensable.
That they are valuable will not be denied,
and it is sure that thev add their voice
to the many witnesses that testify to the
truth of the Word of God.

e.
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Presenting "This Gospel of the Kingdom"

Manuscripts and Versions of the "the New Testament books" in their
Greek. Scriptures original language, which was mainly

(In Three Parts-Part 1) Greek, the. Gospel of Matthew having

OUR purpose at the outset i~ to see originally been written by him in Syriac
the relationship that ancient manu- and later translated or rewritten. by

scripts today extant have to the Bible Matthew himself in the Greek. We shall
as we now possess it, so as to confirm consider the most important manuscripts
our faith that the printed Bible we study (MSS.), to wit: The Alexandrine, which
at present is authentic and reliable as is generally represented by the letter
God's inspired Word. "A"; the Vatican Manuscript No. 1209,

By the expression "Greek Scriptures" usually designated by the letter "B~'; the
is here meantwhat.are .eommonly called Sinaitie .Manuscript, .designated .by the
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\ Hebrew letter N (Aleph)" the first letter
of the Hebrew alphabet; the Codex
Ephraemi Rescriptus, designated by the
letter "C" ; and also the' Cambridge
Manuscript, or Codex Bezae Cantabrig­
iensis ("Cantabrigiensis" meaning "of
or pertaining to Cambridge"), usually
designated by the letter "D". Yom will
find such letters used in footnotes of
various Biblical publications or com­
mentaries; for instance, in The Emphatic
Diaglott, now published solely by the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society,
or in such other modern translations as
Rotherham's, Weymouth's, Moffatt's.
Hence your acquaintance with these sym­
bols and their significations will serve
you as a critical' apparatus to under­
stand readily the references made by
'such translators and commentators.

'We shall also consider the papyrus
nianuscripts, which are designated by
the capital "P" followed by a small
superior number, as PI, r-, plO, pl1, p13,
pI5, p22, p23, p3T, p38,p45, p46, etc.
( There are some 12,000 known manu-

script copies of the inspired Christian
Scriptures, such MSS. being either in
the original Greek or in foreign-language
versions thereof. There are some 8,000
Latin-version MSS., and over 4,000
MSS. in the original Greek, besides about
a thousand MSS. of other versions
besides Latin; making, all together, at
least 12,000 copies. These MSS. have
been assigned to various "recensions", as
they are called, but better termed "fami­
lies", inasmuch as "recension", in the
modern sense, means a revision. In the
sense intended by those handling manu­
scripts, the term means a family, that is,
a family group of MSS., which MSS. are
distinguished by certain peculiarities.
that place them in relationship one with
the other and that show they have come
from a common ancestor MS. this side
of the original autograph writings of

. the Greek Scriptures by the inspired
writers.

We can appreciate how the families
of MSS. would arise, when we consider
the instructions of the apostle Paul, as
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given in Colossians 4: 16, namely: "And
when this epistle is read among you,
cause that it be read also in the church
of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise
read the epistle from' Laodicea." At
1 Thessalonians 5: 27 he writes: "I
charge you by the Lord that this epistle
be read unto all the holy brethren." In
writing the Colossians the apostle said
that his letter should be read not only
to 'the brethren of that congregation but
also to the congregation in Laodicea.

, Then, viceversa, the letter he wrote to
the Laodiceans should be read to the
congregation at Colosse. At Revela­
tion 1: 3 the Lord Jesus. caused the
apostle John to write: "Blessed is he
that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written therein: for the
time is at hand." All such instructions
show that the scriptures were not to be
confined to the brethren to whom they
were first and directly sent, but that
they were to be communicated to the
brethren of other congregations. .

There being just one. original or auto­
graph writing, it would become necessary
to share the information with other
companies of the Lord's people by mak­
ing of copies of such autograph writing.
For instance, the apostle Paul sends a
letter from Rome to the' church, at
Colosse, in Asia Minor, and says: 'Have
this letter read likewise to the church of
Laodicea'; Colosse being near Laodicea.
The Colossians would be very careful
and anxious for that original writing of
-the apostle Paul, but the news would
get around to other Christian assemblies
that the Colossians had this excellent
letter from the Lord's apostle. Such
other congregations would like to get the
information contained therein ; so copies
would b~ made to satisfy their desires.
The, copies would not be made by pro­
fessional copyists of books nor by book­
makers of those days. Neither would
copies be found upon the commercial
bookstands or library shelves of the day.
It is to be expected that, in the main,
MARCH 15, 1944
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the -copying would be done by trust­
worthy brethren of the Christian con­
gregation. They may have been not very
well educated men, or may have been
sisters, but they could copy. They did

.make copies, a number of copies. Likely
several brethren would be set to the work
of making each a copy so as to multiply
copies quickly. Due to human frailties
and imperfections, such copies would
hardly be exact duplicates and perfectly
correct in every respect. There might be
a misspelling, or an omission of a word .
or phrase, or a transposition of a word,
misplaced ahead of or behind another
word. THus mistakes would enter into
the products of these imperfect and
fallible copyists; and.if there were, say,
three copies made of this letter to the
Colossians, each copy by a different
writer could possibly have different mis­
takes in it.

The copies would be' sent out, probably
one to Ephesus in Asia Minor; another
down to Alexandria in Egypt; and
another to Caesarea, in Palestine. A
copy might even be sent back to Rome,
where the original was written. Being
all by different copyists, different first­
copy'mistakes or alterations could be
contained in each respective MS. Now,
when the copy would come to hand at
Rome, it would undergo a recopying by
other scribes, and these would copy the
mistakes in the MS. that was submitted
to the congregation at Rome. Being like­
wise human, they could make errors of
their own; so that, as time wenton and
the multiplication of copies continued,
the variations from the apostle's original
autograph writing to the Colossians
would increase. However, their common
ancestor would be that first copy sent
to Rome, and each congregation in the
Western Mediterranean area that would
have one .of ,such second copies would
possess a certain type of MS; embodying
different minor peculiarities but having
a common basic likeness. Hence the MSS.
in that western section of the Mediter­
ranean world would grow 'up into - a
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family or "recension" called the "West­
ern recension".

Easterly therefrom, in Aaia Minor,
alongside of Constantinople and includ­
ing Antioch of Syria, another group of
MSS. would grow up with their outstand­
ing peculiarities as to style, errors,
transpositions, omissions, and additions.
Nevertheless, fundamentally they would
have something in common and conse­
quently would be related one to another
as a family. This would be because they
had a common MS. ancestor somewhere
this side of the original writing of the
apostle, say, the copy that was sent to
Ephesus in Asia Minor. All such together,
might be called the Syrian family of
texts, because Antioch was located in
Syria, and for which reason also it could
be just as well called the Antiochian
family or recension. It could also be
called the Constantinopolitan family,
because Constantinople was in the area
where this type of MSS. dominated.
Inasmuch as Constantinople was origi­
nally the city of Byzantium, that is,
before Emperor Constantine moved
there and changed the name, one could
call this same family the Byzantine recen­
sion. So, in that area of circulation of
Scripture MSS. there would be a general
usage, of the Syrian, or Antiochian, or
Constantinopolitan, or Byzantine family
of MSS. This family dates particularly
from the time of a man named Chrysos­
tom, archbishop of Constantinople, who
died in A. D. 407; hence it dates from the
fifth century. Such body of MS. texts
reveals an effort on the part of religion­
ists in that part of the world to revise
the Greek text, which text had by that
time undergone so many alterations.
Though there was an attempt made to
get back somewhere close to the original
apostolic standard, the Syrian, Antio­
chian, Constantinopolitanor Byzantine
family of texts embodied an effort to
present a smooth reading of the Scrip­
tures in preference to literal accuracy.
The editors of the text did not seem to
be so concerned as to the literal accuracy
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of the text as they were to have a
smoothed-out reading. In cases where
there were parallel readings in the'
several Gospels the editors would make
them all correspond or have equal full­
ness. If the Matthew account of a certain
occasion omitted something that the Luke
account stated, they would supply and
incorporate in the Matthew account some
of the information from the Luke
account. If the reading was somewhat
rough and they could smooth it out by
inserting a preposition or making some
other alteration, the editors would so do.

The Western family of MS. texts is
so called because of the support which
it draws from the Latin-version MSS..
agreeing with that body of Greek MS.
texts. That is to say, the MSS. of the
Western family are supported by the
old Latin or Italic versions which' circu­
lated in the West prior to Jerome's Latin
Vulgate produced at the beginning of
the fifth century. This Western family
or recension also has some support
from the Syrian-version MSS. It is true
that the Western recension readings are
quoted by many so-called "fathers of the
church", but by none earlier than the
fourth century. Consequently the West­
ern readings do not have such early
support, and are therefore not so author­
itative. Careful examination shows that
the Western texts were subject to free
handling by the editors, therebeing a
lot of additions or insertions in the text,
lengthy ones included; and such largely'
distinguish this Western family of MSS.
This common feature serves to put them
into a distinct classification as a recen­
sion or family.

Another family 'of texts is the "neu­
tral" recension, being so termed by two
Cambridge University scholars, Dr.
B. F. Westcott and Professor F. J. A.
Hort, who were prominent textual
critics in the nineteenth century. This
family is classified as "neutral" because
its MSS. fall in neither of the above
recensions and it is distinguished by an
absence of their errors or alterations.
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T.he "neutral" texts, which were based
, in Egypt as a center or point of origin,

are outstanding in that they do not have
any substantial changes or do not betray
any great editorial rehandling of the
text causing wide departures from the
original apostolic autograph writings.
This recension is also backed up by the
Coptic versions, that is, the versions in
the Egyptian language .and which circu­
lated in Egypt, of course. The neutral
texts are also backed up by the quota­
tions of Scripture made by the earliest

, "fathers of the church". Westcott and
Hort thought that the neutral type of
text exclusively held the field in ancient
Egypt, and that it was the single domi­
nant text used by Christian congrega­
tions down there. However, now due to
the evidence that has turned up within
the last fifty years, a new family of
texts has-come before our notice, which
family also- existed and circulated in
Egypt contemporaneously with the
neutral text.

It might be remarked that Westcott
and Hort, noting some striking varia­
tions and peculiarities in a number of
MSS. related to the neutral family,
thought there was a sub-family which
they called the "Alexandrian" recension.
This included I a small but unimportant
number of MSS. They had very minor
changes \ from ·the "neutral" family,
mostly in the style of writing. But such
classification .of an "Alexandrian" tex­
tual type was rather hazy and rested on
poor foundation. Hence now the classi­
fication seems to have been dropped;
but the term "Alexandrian" appears to
be a better designation for that body of
texts which have hitherto been known
as the "neutral" texts of the Greek
Scriptures.

As to the new family, which has taken
form within the last fifty years and
which has strong support as really exist­
ent, it is known as the "Caesarean"
recension. This does not denote that it
had its origin in Caesarea, Palestine.
Actually it too had its origin in Egypt,
MARCH 15, 1944
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but it was transferred to Caesarea and
was established there as a center. This
transplantation appears to have been
due to an early writer named Origenes,
or Origen. This came about in the third
century, when he started writing. at
Alexandria, Egypt, and using one of this
type of texts. In course of time he moved
to Caesarea, where, in continuing his
writing, he used for a while a "neutral"
type of text, but finally he shifted back
to the textual type he had used in the
beginning.• Thus Origen established
Caesarea as the center which would
name another family' of texts, the "Cae­
sarean", but which had widely circulated
also in Egypt.
, The Caesarean type of text is sup­
ported by a number of "minuscule"
MSS., such as Nos. 1, 13, etc. (Italic
numbers) There are two general styles
of Greek writing, known as the "majus­
cule" and the "minuscule". "Majuscule"
means written in large characters called
"uncials". "Uncial" seems to mean liter­
ally "inch-high". Why~13ecause the
uncials were all capital letters and'
seemed to be so large that Jerome; by
way of exaggeration, called them inch­
high or uncial. The minuscule style came
into vogue first about the ninth century.
It is a smaller style of writing, in a
cursive or running hand. In other words,
it is not written in all capitals. As stated,
a number of such minuscule MSS. sup­
port the Caesarean family of MSS. as
really being in a class by itself. Other
MSS. which have been discovered within
the last half century also lend support
to the existence of the Caesarean family,
such as the Koridethian MS., found at
a monastery in Koridethi in the Can­
casusmountains and designated by the
Greek letter Theta (E»; and also the
Freer MSS. at Washington, D. C., and
designated by the letter "W".

So much for the families of texts. The
material and style of MS. production
next, prove interesting' and claim our
attention in the next of this series.
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I s THERE a way one can now follow to be liberated from the bondage
. and turmoil of this old world and enjoy freedom in a free world ~ If so, where.
may one seek information pertaining ito the finding of this way t
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Yes, there is a way! and information relative thereto is within your reach
in the WATCHTOWER magazine, which is published for the very purpose of
guiding liberty-seeking people in the free way set forth in God's Word.

The WATOHTOWER is always avail-
able at the regular yearly subscription
rate of $1.00. However, du;ring the 3­
month WATCHTOWER Campaign,
which commenced February 1, the
Watchtower Society is giving FREE
with each new yearly subscription for
The WATCHTOWER, as a premium,
their latest 384-page book, "THE
TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREEn,
and 32-page booklet, FREEDOM IN
THE NEW WORLD. You will find great

.comfort in reading the enlightening
truths in these two publications and also
those that will be brought to you in the :
columns of The WATCHTOWER
throughout the coming year.

Seek the truth and you will find the way
to freedom.We suggest your doing this
by receiving regularly (twice monthly)
the 16-page WATCHTOWER magazine.
...•.•..................-.- -•........-.-•.....•.•.•.•.•- - -•.......•.•.;. ...

Please list my name as a Watchtower subscriber for one year, for which I· enclose a
contribution of $1.00. Also mail to me postpaid a copy of "The Truth Shall Make You Freen
and Freedom in the New World.

Name : . Street ..............................
City -. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State
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