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P{t’)tanda

The Religious Glowworm
) & Owr Sunday Visitor is one of the most
important of the religious periodicals of
.the Roman (Catholic Church in America.
The pope says of this religious press that
it is ﬁis veryfown voice ; so whatever ap-
pears in 1t 1s of more than ordinary im-
ortance. The following was published
in its issue of July 14, 1940, under the
head “The Chatterbox, By Clarence Kd-
ward Heller, 1102 Glenwood Road, Flat-
bush, New York”. Can you beat it for
religious food?

According to “Xavier Gasmos, & medieval
writer, on aceount of the gloom pervading the
manger our Lady could not see to fasten the
swaddling garments of her divine Child, A
little worm, observing her dilemma, “wormed”
its way across the floor to a slit in the door
through which the moonlight was shining.
Stealing a ray of light he bore it to our Moth-
er’s knee so that she could see by its light.
Little Jesus was so pleased that he addressed
the worm. “Dear litile ereature,” He sald,
“your act of kindness to My Mother shall be
rewarded. I make you a gift of the light.
Heneeforth you shall never lose it.” Ever after
it has been called the glow-worm, This legend
has & moral. . . . the phosporescence of the
glow-worm has the “stigmata™ of the Infinite
about it, gymholizing the truth that the gift
of light truly follows a service of lave.
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" Kill? Why, Sure! -

#® The Jesuit magazine Civilia Cattolica,
published in Rome, calls on all Catholics
that are engaged in the war business to
go right ahead with the jobh. The idea is
that no matter how low in the human
scale 8 murderer may be, just let him
grah control of a country, any country,
and thereafter it is perfectly all right for
al]l Catholics to work under him, do his

happens o be a republic, as was Spain,

is sipposed not to be true 1o his country,
not to die for it.
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will, kill and be killed. But if the country

then nix. In such a case the true Catholie
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“And in His name shall the nations hope.”—Matthew 12:21, A.R.V.
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Numbeap 5;

“Confessions of a French Catholic Priest”

NFE of the largest, best-known pub-

lishing houses in America is that of
D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., 250
4th Avenue, New York, N.Y. In 1837 it
published a 235-page book hearing the
above title.

The Editor’s Preface, eight pages in
length, was by Samuel F. 13. Morse,
LL.D., organizer and first president of
the National Academy of Design, inven-
tor of the electrie telegraph, layer of the
first submarine telegraph line, and the
first to suggest an Atlantic cable, Of the
writer of the book itself Mr. Morse
stakes his reputation (than which there
is none more secure in history) that—

The publie may rest assured that the au-
thor iz what he professes to be, He is no fieti
tious character. He iy personally known, not
alone to me, bat 1o several gentlemen, whose
names and standing are well known to the
community. Flis testimonials which he showed
me are of the highest charpcler; end he was,
when in Franee, under the patronage of a
Freneh nobleman distinguished for his Iher-
ality and philanthrophy, whose name is asso-
ciated in Paris with plaus of the most enlarged
henevolence, whose 1ime and immmense wealth
are freely employed m the encouragement of
industry, religion, and Hterature among the
French people; but whose name, for ressous
obvious to all, cunnot now be given to the
publie. . ., . ’

The declaration of Lafayette [“American

liberty can be destroyed only by the Popish
clergy”] which the author has placed as a
motto in the title-page of his book is a beauti-
ful evidenee of the sagacity and vigilanee of
Liberty’s great friend. :
MARCH 19, 1941

Snatches from the Confession

It wounld be well if cvery American
could read the whole of this book, that
the truth might be burned into his soul
from what a pesthole of superstition and
avarice this good and pure man escaped
after twelve years in & seminary and
twelve more years as a priest. Ridiculed
by his fellow pricsts for his unwilling-
ness to take advantage of women, as did
most of his fellows, he says to America:

Americans, when you shall have hecome
tired with your liberty, when you shall envy
the fate of Ircland, Spain and Italy; when
you wish that your children and your descend-
anls mdy become superstitious slaves, intro.
duce Catholie schools; send your children to
draw the milk of those mereenary nurses, and
a complete revolution will be eventually ae-
complished,

TWhen you wish that men who renounce the
sacred ties of matrimony in order to seduce
wives and daushiers, as said so justly J. J.
Rousseau, let those men bring into your fami-
lies their inconceivable immorality; for, from
the tenderest age, they teach your daughters
for the future, foree their ehaste imagination,
their angelic mind, to spoil itself in the mire
of their cuses of conscience, (1f T did not fear
to shock the reader, T would expose the exam-
ination of conseience, which everybedy, cven
hoys themselves from seven yvears of uge, must
read over when going to confession. Let if
suffice to say, that all the most horrible, dis-
gusting and unnatural erimes are explained
and developed.) If you desire this education,
send them to the confessional,

When you wish that those priests repeat to
your boys such horrible maxims as these, viz, :
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“All is permitted to the priests,” -“A man
elothed in a eéassock eannet sin,” “All his ae-
tions are holy”—send them to the confessional.
If you have a desire to give such an edueation
to your daughters, send them also to the con-
fessignal, {Page 241]

When vou wish that your boys, instead of

being like yourselves, honest citizens, bringing.

up their own children in the fear of God, and
as ornaments to their country, may become
Popish priests, swear an absolute obedience
to the bishop a‘nd Pope, become ardent preach-
ers of Jesuitism, supcrstitions and fanaticism,
When vou wish that they renounce marriage
for ever by vow, either that they may expose
themsclves to those tortures which were my
lot during the finest vears of my unhappy life,

_or give themselves up to the scandalous im-
proprieties of the Roman clergy, eall in Cath-
olic priests, and trust them with the education
of vour children.

When you wish that your danghters may be
plunged alive into the grave of the cloisters;
that your wives, whose modesty I have so much
admired, may become the easy prey of those
holy libertines, who seek to seduce them
through all the means and influence of their
-dark ministry; when you wish that the peace
of your families may be disturbed by the

Pontifieal decision that “Protestant marriages

are invalid,” and must have the benediction
of a Catholic priest; when vou wish that the
seerets of your families may be revealed in
" the confessional; send your wives and children
to confession.

When you wish that they learn to purloin
secretly your money, to employ it in masses for
the sake, In appearance, of vour souls and

your own conversion; but, in reality, to er-

rich their spiritual fathers send them to the
confessional. [Page 242] .

When you wish to exchange yeur maney'
for dispensations of Rome, your bank bills for

benedictions and relies; when you wish to ém-
ploy your gold in building gorgeous ¢hurcheés,

or to embellish them that they. may be worthv-
of their proud oecupants; hsten 1o the doc-

trines of Roman priests.

When vou wish that your death bed ‘may

be besieged by them, to extort at yeour last
hony wills in their -favor,'*and _donations for
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prayers end masses richly to be paid for, listen
to the doctrine of Roman priests. | Page 243]

When you wish that your President and au-
thorities may hold their power from the Pope,
that he may direct your elections and your
government, that an ecclesiastical seal may
be stamped upon your press, Bibles, and as-
semblies, call in Catholie priests and listen to
their doetrine, [Page 244}

This ex-priest was alarmed that in
1835 there were in the United States 300
resident priests. What would he say were
he to know that in a single century the
number was multiplied a hundred times
and there are now upward of 30,0007

" View of the Clergy

In the sixth chapter of his book,
page 42, he tells of what he saw going on
about him, among the clergy:

The strongest coffee, the most heating wines,
liquors, spirits, and, above all, brandy, in an
astonishing quantity, were their common
drinks. I involuntarily asked myself how they
could keep. their vow of chaestity with this
habit, since nothing is so exciting as the use
of spirits. This was a deep mystery to me. On
those oecasions, when they had but just reason
enough to join ideas tegether, but not enough
to distinguish what they might avow, and what
they ought to keep secret, they made. revela-
tions ‘wonderful, indeed, in themgelves, but
whieh astonished only me and some other
ignorant dupes like myself. They spake about
their mistresses, etc., ag freely as of theology;
and one of them boasted of having one in each
parish round his own. He was much applaud-
ed, and .some expressed their regrets at not
being so fortunate, -

- In reading the ecelesiastical history of the
time previous to the Revolution of 1793, I
learned the inconeeivable corruption of the
clergy, although the half of the truth is not
told. In studying the code of their laws, I
saw & chapter-about the “Song of the Priests.”
Thig. digcovery, more than any other, put me
‘quite to 4 non plus; but afterwards T saw,
with my own eyes, that evén in the nineteenth
century,” if: there was not such an article in
the New French: eode, it"was not for want of
mutter to.compbse: it ; for T knéw,; beyond all
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doubt. some children whose fathers were tle
sacred members of the Catholic Chureh. (This,
however, seldom happens; for priests take
great care to destroy, or rather to prevent ap-
pearing, all those proofs of their misconduet.)
In the confession I had obtained very valuable
knowledge upon their morals in listening to
the eonfession-of those people who had had
relation with them. The discovery of theii
licentiousness, with the knowledge of their
doctrine respecting falsehood, duplicity, men-
tal restrictious, distinetions, and their thon-'
sand forms of lies more or less disguised, which
are the exelusive appendage of the Roman.
clergy, made me ashamed of myself and. of
such associates; whom, if T cannot boast of
having left as soon, perhaps, as I ought, I*
can truly say I have never imitated.

The Confessor “Is as God”

To the person who comes to him to con-
fess, the priest, no matter how ignorant,
coarse and slovenly, holds the place of
God: nothing may he hidden from him,
and he nust obey absolutely. And so—

When a confessor ordered the fanatie and
deluded Clement to kill his king, Henry II1,
the order was from (lod. When Damiens
stabbed Lounis XV, the order was from Uod.
When the eonfessor of Louis XIV ordered
him to revoke the edict of Nantes, the order
was from God. [Page 104]

But it is not to the men,that the con-
fessor reveals all that is in‘him; so—
If she is an ugly, common country girl or
woman, she is scon despatched; but, on the
contrary, if she is pretty and fair, the haly
father puts himself at case, he examines her
in the most seeret recesses of her soul, he un-
fulds her mind in every sense, in every man-
ner, upon every matter. This is the way which
- Theology recommends us to follow in our in-_
terrogations: “Daughter, have. you had bad
thoughts?” “On what subject? how often?”
ete, “Have you-had bad: desires; what de-:
sires?”- “Have .you ecommitted-bad: setions;
with whom; what actions,” ete. I am obliged
to stop. Many times the poor ashamed girl-
does not dare answer the questions,;they are
so indecent. In that case tlie holy man, cedsing

his interrogations, says:to her; “Listen, damghs -

MARCH 18, 1341

ter, to' the true doctrine of the churehi; you
must confess the truth, all the truth, to your
spiritual father. Do you not know that I am
in the place of God, that you cannot deeceive
him? Speak then; reveal your heart to me as
God knows it ; you will be very glad when you
will have discharged this burden from your
mind. Will you not?”—*Yes.”— Begin, I will
help you”; and then begins sueh a diabolical
explanation as is not to be found but in houses
of infamy, I suppose, or in our -theological
books. This is so well known that T have often
heard of wicked young men saying to each
other, “Come, let us go to confession, and the
eurate will teach us a great many corrupt
things whick we never knew”; and many
young girls have told me in confession, that
in order to become acquainted- with details
on those matters pleasing to their corrupt na-
ture, they went purposcly to the confessional
to speak about it with their spiritual father,
Sometimes I have heard the confessions of
young girls not abeve sixteen years of age,
who explained such disgusting things to me
with a preeision, a propriety (or rather im-
propriety) of terms, that when I asked them
where they had gathered all this strange learn-
ing, they seemed as much astonished at my
question as I was at their confession; and
said to me: “Why, father, our former confes-
sor taught us all this and eommanded us never
to omit these details, otherwise we should be
damned.” I replied to them : “T pray you never
to use sueh lerms again, they are unworthy of
a ‘Christian mouth, you have misunderstood
your confessor.” I learned afterwards that
these misguided persors left my eonfessional,
because; they said, I was an ignorant confes-
sor, who did not confess like others, and who
did not eause them to say gll. [Pages 109-111}

After so many instructions, the young girl
is- well indoetrinated,: well fitted to answer
either the questions or the purposes of the
priest. This poison diffused in her heart soon-
infects her whole mind and destroys her pur-
ity It is precisely-at such a point.of time that
her eruel foe waitg for her. When he sees thdt
she is made vicious and corrupt by the teach:
ings of the confessional, he is sure {)f his: sue-
cess. [Page 111]- -

-:At:this point: Professor Morsua (then'f
5




teaching in the University of New York)
inserted the following in brackets: “[ The
modes by which the priest persuades his
vietim that she is without sin in doing
whatever he commands, since he is re-
sponsible, and since he ¢an absolve her
from it, and other means of deceiving at
the confessional, are then too graphically
related to be publicly told; and I have

thought it best, with the consent of the

. anthor, to suppress all but the closing
facts.—Editor].” [Page 111]

The Power of the Confessor

The reader can have some just idea of this
power from this single fact, of which I know
the personage, because it hecame public. A
priest in a parish not far from mine laid hig
snares for a young married woman, who had
the reputation of piety becanse she attended
mass every morning. He, through his diabol-
ical arguments, won her and'triumphed over
all her seruples. She went to him almost every
morning in the vesiry before the bell rung to
call the people to mass. He then confessed and
absolved her, and she received the Lord’s Sup-
per &t his mass. The good people said, admir-
ing her daily communion : “How pious is this
yvoung wife—she partakes of the Sacrament
every day ; she is doubtless a saint.”

There are no means which their cunning
does not invent to meet their victims. If the
husband is jealous and suspicious, his wife,
upon the advice of the eurate, will feign to
be sick ; and it is the duty of a priest to visit
often (every day if possible) his siek parigh-
ioners, he will remain alone with her to speak
about spiritual matters, in appearance, or to
confess her.

If a priest, in spite of his proverbial cun-
ning, is discovered, and if he is denounced to
the bishop by publie opinion, he will be re-
moved, to silence the seandal. and sent to an-
other distant village where he will be un-
known ; and where, by and by, he will feign
again the same mode of life. [Pages 130-131]

The Maid-Servant Racket
Many priests have wives of their own

thaf live with them under the popular

impression that they are cousins or
]

L
'

nieces, The way it i3 worked is simple:
A priest is always stationed as far as possi-
ble from the place of his birth. He is qguite
unknown, as well as his family, in his parish;
and many times he takes with him a young
girl, who is,his relative only by Adam, and
whom he presents under the name of his
cousin or niece, Nohody inquires the relation
of the curate and hi¢ pretended counsin. If,
however, there happen some evident proof of
their too intimate understanding, he sends
her, under some Jesuitical pretext, to some
distant city for some time; or he tries the nse
of medieal remedies. A physician said to a
priest, an acquaintance of mine—“Sir! I have
already twice prescribed for your servant-
maid ; but beware, I will not do it a third
time.” [Pages 133.134]

Other priests commit much greater and
much - more horrible crimes, and renew the
monstrosities of the cities of the plain as they
are spoken of in the Bible. On one occasion I
confessed some young lads of my-catechism,
from eleven to fifteen years old. Each of them
confessed seeret and abominahle erimes (with
a man}. I inquired, trembling, who this mon-
ster was, being almost sure that there eould
be none but. a priest eapable of such abomina-
tions. They answered each after the other,
with the simplicity of their age—“Father, it
is our viear.”” [Page 135]

The writings of Saint Bernard of
Clairvauxin the 12th century; Konrad of
Marburg and Cardinals Gualo, Hugo and
De Curzon in the 13th century; Bishop
Alvarez Paez Pelagius, Saint Catherine
of Siena and John Gower in the 14th een-
tury; Johann Karl Ladwig Gieseler,
Dionysius the Carthusian and Burechard
the Diarist in the 15th century; and Gnil-

laume Pepin and Erasmus in the 16th

century confirm the foregoing, fully.

Hiding the Truth

Hidden away in a corner of the Easton
(Pa.}) Express is a six-line item of Tke
Associated Press which, with its head-
line, reads as follows: “France Cancels
Law on Religious Liberty. Vichy, France,
Sept. 4 (AP)—The French Government

today annulled a 39-year-old law for-
CONSOLATION




bidding members of religious orders to
organize for teaching or other purposes
without specific approval by the state.”

In other words, F'rance returned on
September 4 to her wallowing in the

mire, from which she had partly escaped,

when, as recorded in The Watchiower
of May 15, 1905, there was a “determina-
tion of the French to put their schools on
a higher level, to accomplish which neces-
gitated the prohibiting of further teach-
ing by Jesuits, nuns and others of mo-
nastic orders, in their official garbs”.
While on the subject it could be added
that on December 11, 1903, there was a
separation of Church and State in
France, and that after that date no per-
son could be legally appointed a priest
. unless he was approved by the govern-
ment. Why do you suppose that was?
Also, the church was dented any right of
property in church buildings, the houses
of archbishops, bhishops or other eecle-
siasties, or the outbuildings pertaining
to them, or the furniture and objects con-
tained therein. A year later all the arch-
bishops and bishops were put out of such
places, with all the pupils in the theolog-
ical schools; all the personal property
of gll the religious houses was confiscat-
ed and for a time it was illegal for a
priest or even a hishop to make use of a
church. See The FEncyclopedia Admeri-
cang, volume 11, pages 634-642. Mani-
festly, the so-called “good” marshal Pe-
tain 1s ready for France to be back where
it was in the days of Prof, 8. F. B. Morse.

Earih's Most Corrupi Organization

It is only five years ago that the Ger-
man government institnted suits against
200 Francisean friars from the Rhine-
land and Westphalia for immoral offens-
es against male minors entrusted to their
care; 61 more fled to the Netherlands
to escape trial, The cabled account stated
that these unprintable offenses between
the gowned and “Reverend” hypocrites
and their pupils were maintained in
every settlement maintained by the two
orders in the Rhineland and Westphalia.

MARGH 19, 1941

A dispateh from Vatican City, pub-

lished in the New York Herald Tribune,

stated that Mussolini had intervened
with the Vatican and that the vice trials
would be dropped. This was not unlikely.
Mussolini, once referring to the pope as
“the bloody old wolf of the Vatican”, is
now, for policy’s sake, an apparently
ardent Roman Catholic, wearing beads,
crosses and other junk. He is also obli-
gated to the Vatican for agsistance finan-
cially in the Ethiopian and other cam-
paigns,

While Hitler’s announced plans against
the sex perverts was under way the Hier-
archy was on a hot spot, They tried to
claim that to get their evidence against
the Franciscans the Nazis had planted
prostitutes in the monasteries; but that
did not explain the flight of 61 of the ac-
cused friars to other lands, nor account
for the plea of guilty, with a penalty of
eight years in prison, for the very first
friar placed on trial.

Some of the headlines, as published in
the Néw York Times, give an idea of the
conditions actually ex1stmg in these hell-
holes:

Priest Sentenced to 8 Years in Reich: Also
Deprived of Civil Rights for Five Years on
Charges of 45 Moral Offenses. Friar Gets a
Long Term. Two Former Leaders of Young
Catholie Organization Are Found Guilty by
Court. Reich Sentences More Catholics. Rati-
bor Priest Gets 15 Months on Charge Involv-
ing Girl, 15, Whose Confessor He Was.
Coblenz Trial Continues, Ex-Franeiscan Friar
Jailed for 3 Years After Convietion in 16
Cases of Immorality.

The evidence in these cases showed
that even when the conditions in the mon-
astery were twice reported to the hishop
of Trier he did nothing to correct them.

At the time the excitement was on the
Nazi papers demanded the end of this
imaginary celibacy between priests,
monks and nuns, and some of the statis-
ticians figured out how many more sol-
diers could be produced if all were mar-
ried (and the quicklime pits for infants
abolished).
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At length Hitler, as a “Practical Cath-

olic”, ordered all prosecution of the

monks and nuns for their disgraceful and
immoral practices to cease. The German
bishops then came out with a statement
that the F'ranciscans who had been on
trial for immoral conduet at Coblenx
were laymen, and not priests. I{ad they
desired to do so, they could have gone on
to explain that the monks are merely so-
called “brothers” of the “ehurch”, and,

as a matter of faet, none are members
of -the Catholic “Church” except the
priests and bishops, archbishops, cardi-
nals and popes. 1t i1s a thin excuse.

And now for a fine sample of consist-
ency, here is a special to the New York
Times from Washington, dated Febru-
ary 1, 1941, which says: “Lay brothers of
the Catholie Chureh were exempied from
the Selective Service Actin a ruling an-
nounced today by the national heademar-
ters of the Selective Service System,
which defined them as ‘regular minis-
ters of religion’. The opinion was based
on a certification by Archbishop Fidward
Mooney of Detroit, who said that the
church laws stlpulate that lay brothers
were ‘not only bound to the same obliga-
tions of the clerical state but they also
enjoy the very same privileges as eler-
ies’.” Kither the German bishops were
Iving about the status of the Franciscan
sodomites or else Mooney is lying about
their status in America.

Could Not Do One Thmg

¢ The pope sent word to Mr. Roosevelt
that he was doing everything he possi-
bly could to bring about world peace,
That was early in September and there
are no mere signs of peace now than
there were then, which shows that the
elaim of the pope to be the “Viear of the
Prince-of Peace” is complete humbug:
Does dmbod) imagine Christ, himself
could not bring peace? Did He not de-
clare, and do His followers not hold, that
to Him is committed-“all power in: heaveu
and in earth”%—Matthew 28; 18,

8

“Church Allows Pagan Rites”

® Under the headline “Church Allows
Pagan Rites” the Montreal Star explains
that Chinese Catholics are allowed to
participate in Confucian eeremonies and
Chinese ancestor worship. This has been
done for some years, in effect, both in
Japan and Manchuria, where Japanese
Catholics participate in pagan rites.
Hereafter, in Chinese Catholie schools,
the little Chinese will salute portraits of
Confucius, and will grow up with the idea
that he was one of the apostles.

“Enter into Thy Closet”

4 Christ instructed His followers to
pray to the Father in the secret of their
closets; and so the priest of Havana,
Cuba, had 30,000 Catholics come to the
Orienta race track to pray publicly for
peace. This was in the fore part of June,
1940, and immediately after their pray-
ers the outlook for peace was much worse
than before, as was to be expected. Dis-
obedience works that way.

No Lingering over Drinks

# In the Vatican City barroom posters
have been put up warning customers to
remain inside the premises for only the
time strictly necessary for their pur-
chases. Other rules are that nobody may
enter Vatican City without giving his
reasons for so dotng. Also when he is
there he may not diseuss polities or the
war.

Would Ma.ke Such a Big Difference

0 Because it would make such a big dif-
ference to God, the Vatican decided that
British Catholics in times of air raids
might take a cup of tea or coffee during
the night. before they go to morning
mass. tlow do you suppose they found
out all this at the Vatican?

Madre Conchita Married and Freed
3 The nun Madre Conchita, who caused -
the death of President Obregon of Mexi-
€0, :in - 1928, and who ‘was married while
in prison, has been given her liberty.

CONSOLATION




“Reverend” Bricker—Governor of Ohio

“Where Was Mr. Bricker?”

4 A leaflet entitled “Where was Mr.
Bricker when the guns began to roar?”
sets forth the evidence that John W.
Bricker during the World War got
himself a chaplain job, safest and best-
paid military posilion of the time. This
in August, 1918. December 18, 1918, five
weeks after the armistice was signed, he
gave up his soft chaplain job and went
back to the study of law. The danger was
past. Bricker was an athlete, 6 feet 1inch
tall, 190 pounds, unmarried. Evidently
Mr. Bricker had no relish for fighting the
Germans. He prefers fighting minorities,
such as Jehovah’s witnesses. 'That, too,
is a safe policy, from the world's view-
point. Pontius Pilate was a gentleman
by any fair comparison with Bricker.
Another apparently safe poliey is to
praise the bunch that is running the
- ghow. Mr. Bricker managed this by at-
tending a dinner of Jesuit outfit at Cin-
cinnati, and said that the Jesuits (the
most infamous double-crossers of his-
tory) had been foremost in teaching
“morality” and that they were to be com-
mended for their tremendons power in
building {iner citizenship. Bricker did not
mention that the Jesuits are back of the
Nazi-Papal “reconstruction” of Europe
going on at the present time, or that they
were the worst persecutors of Protes
tants during the Inquisition. "
Although, in 1940, Ohio went Demo-
eratie for all other offices, from president
down, Bricker, a republican,. won by
359,633 votes, an unprecedentéd major-
ity. Who says it doesn’t pay to fawn op-
on the Hierarchy? One doesn’t have to be
too smiart, either (witness Hitler). Brick-
er has beén a mediocre govérnor, o
. In view of the foregoing it is easy to
sec why Bricker would ignore a petition
for freedom of speech, worship and as-
sembly signed by over 2,000,000 Ameri-
cans. Jehovah’'s witnesses” contract for
the State Fair Grounds was broken, and
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the Fair Grounds showed a loss of $10,-
562 for the year, but Bricker had won
the approval of the Jesuit religionists,
‘saved the day’ for themm—and for s
own hide—until Armageddon.

“Reverend” Bricker and Mine Disasters

¢ No man could believe the silly lie that
an all-loving Creator plans to torture
helpless creatures, and be a decent gov-
ernor. Bricker is of no good either as a
minister or as & man or a governor, In
violation of the law he made George
Strain director of industrial relations of
Ohio. The law requires five years actual
practical mining experience; Strain has
had none. When a committee tried to
bring this to “Reverend” Bricker’s atten-
tion he treated them with the same dis- °
courlesy as when Jehovah’s witnesses
presented him with signatures of more
than 2,000,000 Americans asking that the
Ohio State Fair Grounds stand by their
contract as real Americans.

With no mining experience himself,
Strain made Llewelyn Lodwick, also
without mining experience in Ohio, the
state’s No. 1 inspector. As a natural re-
sult there followed mine explosions at
Wiltow Grove, Nelms and other places in
Ohio which caused the loss of at least 176
lives which might have been spared if
the state of Ohio had had a real man in
the position of governor.

‘When the miners of the state, alarmed
for their own safety, sought to remove
the fllegal appointee, Lodwick, from the
ranks of inspectors the impossible Brick-
er, By legal technicalities, and by polit-
ical 1nfluence, contrived to keep him in
his job. Bricker is a menace t6 Qhio and
to the United States. By the number of
game wardens and the fewness of its
mine inspectors Ohio has shown most
emphatically that what it needs id a'new
governor. It will get one at Armageddon,
but it would be best for Ohio teé have a
better one than Bricker even earlier.. -




The Nazis in Holland and Norway

Germany’s Debt to Netherlands

¢ | After the first World War] our coun-
try was invaded by thousands and thou-
sands of underfed German children, and
we fed them well, even at a time when
Holland itself was no longer overflowing
with milk and houey. In thonsands they
came to our country after the war, and
again we fed and very often clad them.

We were kind to them. We admitted
them to the intimacy of our living rooms.
They played with our children and
shared their toys and their sweets, their
comforts and pleasures. We gave them a

ortion of our affection, and were care-
ul not to let them feel that they were
exiles.

We might not be very fond of their
parents, but they were innocent children.
They were ill-nourished and weak, We
saw how they got stronger and healthier
from week to week, and were grateful
for it. We imagined that one day they,
too, might be grateful for it.

That day has come. Those children
have grown up. They are soldiers now,
and they are invading our country, drop-

ing from the skies onto the land that
ed them.

They are bombing and destroying the
places where once we fed them. German
children may have been sheltered in the
very houses which are smoking ruins
now. Dutch soldiers are killed by German
invaders whom, as children, they gave
their most treasured toy, because those
little exiles looked so pale and miserable
and forlorn.—J. I1. Boas, Netherlands
C(l)érespondent, in London Catholic Her-
ald.

Not Espionage, but Demonism
€ While it is truze that the Pacelli-Hitler

partnership for world dominance has,

spies In every part of every government
of earth, and much of the success of I{it-
ler’s lightning-like “blitzkriegs” may
thereby be explained, yet the fact that
Hitler is in constant consultation with
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the demons must not be overlooked. The
man does pot have to wait for news. It
comes to him instanter by the demons
that infest the air and know and report

immediately what is of interest or neces-

sity for him to know in making his de-
cistons. Indeed, they probably make the
decistons for him and he merely goes
along, doing what he is told. In this con-
nection, consider the following state-
ments made by James Aldridge of the
North American Newspaper Alliance in
a dispatch sent from Stockholm, Sweden:

The too perfect operation of the Nazi fleet
and air force against the British troop trans-
ports sent to Norway proves that the German

High Command must have known what was

going on almost as soon as the British com-
manders themselves, The Germans had time

_to get their ships into the besl sea positions

possible.

The time schedules of the British troop
landings at Namsos, Aandalsnes und Narvik
were known almost to the minute by the Nazis.
This information eould hardly have reached
them from England, but they got it from

somewhere.

The Germans had their planes overhead at
the exact moment they were needed. Also, dur-
ing the Allies’ short- stay at Namsos, every
meove they made was known beforehand by
the Germans. A French officer admitted this
to me in exasperation.

. Even the time of the Allies’ withdrawal
from Namsos was known beforehand by the
Germans and before the Norweglan eommand
knew it—and that is from the lips of the Nor-
wegians’ divisional commander himself.

In the Bombing of Rotterdam

¢ The German estimate is that in the
Nazi bombing of Rotterdam 300 Nether-
lands civilians were killed and 360
wounded, The estimate sent from Lon-
don is that “in this work of destruetion,
horrifying as a nightmare and absolute-
ly without precedent, at least 100,000
people must have perished”.
CONSOLATION
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Something About Flowers

CONCRETE roads and automobiles
arc enabling millions of people to get
out into the country, with resultant rapid
disappearance, of wild flowers and wild
plants over large sections of England
and the United States. Hikers also do
their part in denuding the earth of its
beaunty, and, as no one deals in seeds of
wild plants, many varieties are in proe-
ess of extermination. Why try to make
the Creator’s fodtstool less attractive?

Out of the grand total of 162 wild flow-
ers, how many do vou know? Don't you
think it better that & person who knows
little about wild flowers had better let
them stay where God planted them, and
where they grace the landscape so beau-
tifully? Yes. And don’t you think the
same would apply to all? Certainly.

Is it love for flowers to deprive them of
their life? Some would- say so; but it
Inoks like poor reasoning. Sometimes the
flowers square the account. Not a few
mountain climbers have fallen to their
death striving to gather edehweiss, and

“many persons have drowned while striv-
ing to gather lilics.

Not all plants are as innoceént as they
look. Workers around daffodils have to
watch themsclves, as the plants give out
a subtle poison.

Somebody transplanted lantana from
the United States into Hawnii, where it
has become a pest. Valuable grazing
lands have been ruined by it; yet in the
United States it is mercly considered a
pretty flower. '

The Japancsc are a specially flower-
loving people. The Japanese islands pro-
duce some 3,200 gpecies. The chrysanthe-
mum is on the erest of the emperor. |

New York Floral Business

The first {floral business in New York
was opened in 1825, A few years ago $50
for a bouquet was considered elaborate.
Today thousands of dollars are spent for
a single presentation of {lowers for a
MARCH 19, 1841

wedding or a funeral. Sometimes, for
special oceasions, flowers are grown to
order.

Flower decorators speelalize in differ-
ent designs. One is a dinner table spe-
cialist, another looks after rcception
rooms, another after church decorations,
while there are some who do nothing but
design corsage bouquets, designed to
harmonize with g particular dress or to
suit the style of the lady. -

Flowers are now painted. Lilies, carna-
tions and sweet peas are dved by placing
ihe newly-cut stems in dyes specially
preparcd for the purpose,

It is an error to think moonlight in-
jures growing plants. When the moon
shines brightly it means z lower temper-
ature, and it i1s the night ecld that does
the damage, not the moonlight.

Flowers can be tricked into bloom at
unusual seasons by controlling the flow
of light. African marigolds, poinsettas,
Klondike eosmos and chrysanthemums
can be taken into a cellar for an hour or
two before sunset each day in late sum-
mer. The plants ‘think this means
autumn is approaching’, so they hurry
up the ripening process. Conversely, it
has been found that lengthening the
short days of autumn or winter with the
aid of electrie lights of proper intensity
delays flowering.

Two lots of iris were sown in late Oe-
tober. One lot was given eighteen hours
of light per day, and bloomed Decem-
ber Z5. The second lot, not favored with
any artificial light, was dormant until the
next February.

In the care of summer flowering bulbs,
such as the canna, gladiolus, dahlia, and
caladium, decay should be avoided by
preventing excessive heat, cold or mois-
ture.

Most plants get sick from too much
water. Too mueh water cuts off ahsorp-
tion of air by the rovots and chills the
plant.
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Jehovah’s Protection :

¢ The Lord is gracious to His people;
and the following incidents will be of
interest, as they show His proteetion,
and also you will like to hear of the re-
actions of the people to the Truth after
an air raid.

The London Pioneer Home No. 3 isin
South-West London immediately behind
the main street or Broadway, and on
Friday last, after one or two warnings
on previous days, the enemy planes came

right over the town, leaving in their wake

death and destruection all around. The
raid began at 5:30 p.m., and within about
35 minutes the “all clear” sounded. Feel-
ing apprehensive, and curious as {o what
had really happened, we went out, and,
to our amazement, the streets on the op-
posite side of the Broadway were liter-
ally smashed up while we on thie left side
escaped any damage, It was still only
about half an hour after the raid—hous-
ex. were still smoking, debris falling in,
dead strewn about the pavement, and
down street after street people were
knoceking out the remains of the glass
from windows which. still remained in
place. Cars were burnt out to a shell,
great gaping holes in the roads, and peo-
ple walking to and fro as if {rying tokeep
calm. Indeed it was wonderful to see that
very little hysteria or panic was shown.

At one shop, all intact exeept for bro-
ken glass-from a large window; I saw. a
lady who had had: the-beok Salvation
about one month ago. On going to her
she said, “Oh, thank youso much for eoff-
ing. T was thinking ahout you and the
book this afterncon. I said, “Well; now
you can see plainly how salvation can
only come from God.” She was guite sure
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that He had protected her. Then her hus-
band came and, in spite of her tears, she
told him that I was the lady who had
brought Salvation. I arranged to call
later, but before my leaving she told me
that back of the shop & boy of thirteen
lay dead, and she thanked God that her
own boy was saved.

Next day we tried a distriet some two
nailes away, thinking to get away from
the scenes of disaster; but there again
destruction reigned. We spoke kindly to
the people and told them of God’s king-
dom which was their only hope, While I
was speaking to one old lady a loud bang
went off, this time a delayed-action
bomb; but 1 told the lady it must have
been a motorcar tire bursting, and was
glad to keep her just a little longer talk-
ing of the wonderful Kingdom blessings
soon to come. Now today, August 22, just
six days after the raid, I went to my
Watchtower route, which is some dis-
tance away from home, and there again,
although most of the debris had been re-
moved, destruction was all around. I
have eight Watchtower calls and two
others all in one street. As it was a work-
ing day, three were out; but of the oth-
ers, each one was eager to talk about the
Truth, and it took over two hours to get
around. Not one house in the street
where interest, either by books, booklets
or magazines, had been shown was dam-
aged except for some broken windows,
and all were glad fo have me call. One
lady said her husband was now reading
Government and said it was grand—he
hoped to be in one day when.I called. An-
other lady said she was so.upset and
shocked that she had not been out of
doors since the raid. I fold her that may-
be . God had protected her because she
was of good-will, and.explained to her
about the “great multitude”—how Noah
and:his-family were saved at the Flood
and how, if she remained faithful and
sought ta serve Ged, He would count her
as one of the “other sheep”. The tears
eame then and she said that the lady next
doorwas.inHospital nearly blind and two
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Kingdom “locusts” lﬁnding on bunk of river in Amazonas, Brazil. All travel goes by water.

doors away the house completely ruined.
So again 1 fixed up a back-call. It would
take too long to tell all that happened,
but cach house was the same—the awtul
experiences had brought greater appre-
ciation for the Truth. °

Then at another house the lady was
out, so I asked the neighbor if she would
give her The Watchiower. Noticing she
Lu(_emed very distressed and nervous, I
talked on, and she told me she had not
been out since the raid. Just over the gar-
den she pointed to a great shell hole and
a small workshop w hl(‘h was In Tuins,
while her house, not five yards away, was
intact. Of course, I told her about The
Watchtower, and explained again about
the “great multitnde”, and told her about
Tar Trrocracy and how she too could
be on the side of God, Then I told her that
if (tod could protect her during that raid
surely e will do'so now; and she quickly
took Religion dnd agam I arranged a
hack-eall. :

Now just one more mmdent A iady
Just down the street had left a note onthe
door about.a month ago to say that she
did not want me. to -ca]l -again, so, of
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course, [ did not do so. Today, however,
I just thought I would try, so I knocked
at this house. When the Iady came [ said,

“Hello, Mrs. Jackson; just called to see
if you are all right.” She beamed all over
ker face and told me that she had been
thinking of the things I had told her and
wag sorry she had toid me not to come,.
but sometimes she did not have the three-
pence for The Watehtower and did not
like to say so. Well, we had a chat and
I explained that the Truth was free and
that when she had no money The Watch-
tower could still be brought; so she paid
threepence and promised to come to the
home study, and was quite pleased that
1 had called.

"~ So Ithank our Father for all His mer-
cies- and pray that we may all remain
steadfast to the end, comforting those
who mourn and shedding the light of
'lruth in'a dark world—Contributed,

JW Conventlun in Duhhn

¢ Who but the Lord could ever have
made possible a convention of Jehovah’s
witnesses in’ Dublin, Eire? Twenty came
from:Belfast; others from the counties

13




of Dublin, Kildare, Wicklow, Louth,
Meath and Sligo in Fire. It was a ‘LDU-
pereent Irish convention. Hurrah for
[reland! One Irishman gquooted Numbers
13:16 as saving “And Moses called
(O’Shea the son of Nun, Joshua.” The
Trish can’t help it that they are lovable.
They are made that way. In the witness
work from door to door the convention-
ers received so many offers of a tote of
whiskey that if they had accepted them
all the eonvention would have been 100-
percent drunk, There were 61 present,
and the 41 who went out as publishers
ﬁlaced 2 books and 300 booklets. At the

eginning of 1940 there were but two
company publishers in Dublin; a year
later there were 13. In that time Dublin
company has had public lectures featur-
ing “Government and Peace” and “Vie-
tory” and has run a series of model stud-
ies. The book Religion is being widely
circulated, in spite of the fact that 90
pereent of the popuation of the city is
Roman -Catholie. Obviously, only the
comnmon-gense way ol presenting the
Kingdom message in Kire is by Irish-
men, formerly Roman Catholics, who can

Theoeraey sound-car on road near Sao Paule, Brazil
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Jehovah's - witnesses in front of WATCHTOWER
Branch headquarters, Helsinki, Finland,
megephoning “Come and listen”

be of real assistance to the good-hearted
sons of FErin still in darkness,

In a Baltie State

¢ One of Jehovalhs witnesses was out
with the gramophone the other day on
hack-eall work and plaved a couple of lee-
tures. The man of the house heard them
with greatest interest and desired to take
three honnd hooks. As they lalked about
them, came a knock at the door, and when
it opened a lady stood outside. She told
them she had been in the yard and heard
the fectures and begged that they might
be plaved again, as they were the hest
she had ever listened to.
were puf on again, and i the result the
lady ordered a whole set of the honnd
books. Gramophones to the fore! Thus
on this one haek-call eighteen hooks were
placed with tw
of Jehoval's witnesses.

Pastor Stubs His Toe
¢ In Finland a pastor caused the arrest
of one of Jehovah's wituesses. He asked
that he might take his phonograph into
court, go thut the record might he heard,
This the police would not permit, but the
judges in eourt gent for the records and
the result was a splendid wilness tor the
Lord, with the exoneration of the brother.
CONSOLATION
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Jehovah’s witnesses comforting the mourners in

Finland. One is blind. Great multitudes have

listened to the recerdings. One contributed 1,000
warks to the eanse,

Witnesging in Finland

® One of our most zealous brothers is
almost completely blind, He has been
very keen to arrange sound meetings,
Many successful trips were made with
our motorear, under his direction; but
when the war broke out we were not per-
mitted to obtain gasoline, and so we have
not been able to use our car. But the

* brother found another means of getting

on with the work. He bought a tandem
biecyele and arranged with two other
brothers to assist him. One guided the
tandem with the blind brother behind
and the other pedaled a tricyele carrying
the sound-machine and loudspeaker. The
distances covered were considerable and
all the main towns were vigited. In order
to advertise the lectures friends from the
companies went on the streets using
megaphones made of eardboard to ery
out invitations to the people. The results
were really wonderfnl. Thousands and
thousands eame to the meetings, which
were held in the most central open places
in the towns. The enemy was perplexed.
In some places meetings were dissolved
and our brethren arrested, but, neverthe-
less, the result was very wonderful and
a mighty witness was given.—1941 Year-
book of Jehoval's witnesses.
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Strange Things in Finland

4 Jehovah’s witnesses in Finland had
some extraordinary experiences in 1940,
One was arrested and beaten so badly
that both eardrums burst and blood ran
from nose andrmounth. At alost the same
time one of the largest newspapers in
the country printed a whole page and
one-third giving the contents of a King-
dom lecture. When the echief editor was
reproached he replied, “Why should we
not print something about God’s King-
dom in our paper for once?”

Obtaining Phonographs in Nyasaland

¢ They [those who wish to proclaim the
Kingdom message by recordings] buy a
huge tree (choosing one near to a river,
if possible), fell it and float it down to
their village. There they set about hol-
lowing out the trunk and shaping it inta
a canoe, which, when completed, is sold
to bring in the wherewithal to equip
themselves with a gramophone. All this
takes time, some months, in fact, and is
hard work, but it means a phonograph.
—1941 Yearbook of Jehovah's witnesses.

By tourfeay of Thr Prosestant Magatinr.

THE PAPAL MEDAL.

Thi§ is a facsimile of both sides of the medal struck by Gregoty
X1l in commemoration of the massacre of St Bartholomew. On
the obverse is the head of the Pope, with the Latin jnseription read-

ing, "Gregory M1, Pontifex Maximus, the First Year™ On the
Fiverse is a representation of the kiilling of heretics by an angel who
holds in one hand 2 sword and in Lhe other a erucifix. The Latin
ingription reads, "The Slaughter of the 15 s, 172"

Rome claims that she did not apurove of the massacre of the
seventy thousand Huguenots. Why, then, did the belts of the papal
churches in Rome peal ott joyfully when the news aof the slavghter
was received by Tope Gregory XIII? Why did he have the above
medal struck to commemorate the ¢vent, and why did he order Té
Dyums to he sung in the churches iustead of Mirereres or de Fro-
fundis? Why did nat the Cardinal of Lorraine, who was at Cutha
erine's courl, raike a voice of protest against the crime?

“Give us more religion,” say the
politicians, plutoerats, and priests.
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Fragmentary News from Italy
& The 194t Yearbook of Jehoval's wit-
nesses contains extracts of touching let-

ters from witnesses in {taly cut off from-

contact with the Society and with one an-
other. The account says, jn part: “The
‘strange work’ has heen éltire]y closed
down in Italy by the action of the ‘great
harlot’ and her lovers. By order of the
Italian police, a number of the families
whose providers were imprisoned wrote
not to send any more literature or The
Watchtower. Surely these reports from
ltaly will be of great interest and en-
couragement to the brethren everywhere,
seeing that, hecause of their faithfulness
and steadfastness, so many Italian breth-
ren were taken to Rome, that age-old
city of martyrdom and persecution, there
to face their enemies, ‘for a& witness
against them.””

“Passing the Buck” in Hamilton
# A private letter from Hamilton, On-
~ fario, says: “It is really amusing, apart
from the nerve strain. All of the local
members of the hoard of education and
the board of eontrol have been “passing
the buck” from one to another, at the
same time threatening to lay charges
under every act imaginable. They have
appealed to both the Provincial and Fed-
eral governments tor aid, also the Pro-
vineial board of education, and all three
have refused to act, stating that it is a
matter for the local authorities to deal
with. The mayor was the most vicious
for a time, stating that we should be in-
terned and our children taken away from
us and raised m a ‘sane’ (1), loyal atmos-
phere. Directly after this ontburst his
“wif'e died suddenly from a heart attack.”

Manchester Free Trade Hall Ruined

¢ The Manchester Free Trade Hall, in
which Jehovah's witnesses were priv-
ileged to hold their great British conven-
tion in September, 1940, was completely

ruined early the following January in
one of the raids staged by German homb-.

ers. Pictures of the ruins give one-the
creeps. o o
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Not So Bad

¢ 1t is characteristic of the witnesses of
Jehovah that they chose the city of De-
troit as the site for their 1940 national
convention. They were in the backyard of
their arch enemy, Father Charles Cough-
lin, and just a short distance from Cana-
da, where they are legally hanned. As
Maleolm Logan wrote in the New York
Post, “they do not wait to be thrown to
the lions; they walk into the lions’ den
and bat its occupants over the head with
the complete works of Judge Ruther-
ford.”—Magazine Digest, Pickering, Ont.

Protecting the Sheep (In England)

¢ Brethren whose homes have been de-
stroved on the Friday are out in the field
work the next Sunday as if nothing had
happened. During one model study a sis-
ter was holding, the entire house was de-
stroyed and crambled, burying the sister
and her three listeners in a pile of debris.
The A.R.P. wardens dug them out, and
these four lovers of righteousness were
unharmed.—1941 Yearbook of Jehovak's
witnesses.

Opposition Ends in Destruction

& Tn Paraguay the Catholic clergy be-
came so angered at the lectures by elec-
trieal transcription broadecast concern-
ing the “Trinity” and the doctrines of
the Bible that the Hierarchy petitioned
the Government to prohibit further ae-
tivities of the witnesses. The one taking
the lead in this assault upon Jehovah’s
witnesses has ended his earthly course.
1941 Yearbook of Jehovah's witnesses.

In Every Corner of the World

. & The London Catholic Herald eontains

a four-column story from a Catholie mis-
$ionary en route to the Far Hast in which
he incidentally mentions hearing a ser-
mon at Rangoon, Burma, against the wit-
nesses of Jehovah, He did not say if the
priest who gave the sermon advised the
flock to gmash the property of the wit-
nesses.

- (To-be continued)
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Proper Union

HO hags authority to perform mar-

riage ceremonies in order that mar-
riage between man and woman may be
right and proper? Many answer that a
man and woman are not married unless
a marriage ceremony is performed by a
duly ordained priest or elergyman. Since
the marital relationship is of divine in-
stitution, the question e¢an be properly
answered only as the Seriptures state.
No organization would have the author-
ity to make a rule contrary to that which
is stated in the Bible, or even a rule that
is not approved by the Word of God. The
Bible contains not one word giving au-
thority to a priest, clergyman or minis-
ter of ‘religion to peltonn -2 marriage
ceremony. The law of the land made by
men does bestow aunthority upon a priest,
clergyman or minister of religion to per-
form marriage ceremonies, Here the
question 1s considered purely from the
Bible authority.

When God made man and woman and
brought her to the man, there is nothing
in the record 1ndlcat111g that a ceremony
was performed. Manifestly it was im-
possigle for any man to have performed
such a ceremony at that time, for the
reason that Adam was the only man on
earth and Eve was the only woman. Four
thousand vears later there was a mar-

riage in Cana of (alilee, and Jesus and .

His disciples were inv 1tm1 and-were pres-.
ent on that oceasion. There iz not one
word in the record at ]o}m f,hapter two

ciples performed_ any marmao’_e _eerem()n3 :
at that or at any other time. The only act:
erformed in connection with
that wedding in Cana was that of making

of Jesus

wine when 1t was needed, which consti-
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tuted the beginning of His miracles.
Manifestly Jesus was there performing
that miraclg to begin the work of cstab-
lishing {aith of the people in Him as the
Mesgiah, or Christ. It had nothing to do
with the contracting parties to that inar-
riage.

When Jehovah organized the Jews as
a nation He made provision for the office
of priest and appointed men to the pl‘le‘*tﬁ

- hood to perform the duties of the priest’s

office. Such office and service was in con-
nection with the saerifices; but the Bible
contains not one word showing that they
had any, authority or duty in the per-

.formance of marriage ceremonies, The

practice amongst the Jews was that when -
a man sought a wife he had some friend
to-act for him, and the father or brother
or -other near relative acted for and in
behalf of the woman. The “friend of the
bridegroom” and the near relative of the
woman arranged the terms of the con--
tract. Sometimes the consent of the
young woman was asked; but often she
was seleeted and arrangements were
made withont first obtaining her con-
sent ; but her consent was obtained after-
wards when she entered the marital Te-
lationship.

Both the Bible and the law made by the
varioug nations recognize marriage as a
contract entered into and performed by
the man and the woman. John, who an-
nounced the appearing of Jesus, said:
“He that hath the bride is the bride-
groom ; but the friend of the bridegrodn,
which standeth and heareth him, rejoie-
eth greatly because of the br1degroom 8
voiee; this my joy therefore is fulfilled.”
——John 3: 29,

The twentv-fourth chapter of Genesis
gives a plain and clear statement of what
constitutes marriage in the sight of God.
Abraham was growing old. He desired
that his son Isaac should take a wife.
Abhraham commissioned his servant to
go to his native land, Mesopotamia, and
there seek out and take a wife for Isaac,
In proof that it was to be a contract be-
tween the woman selected and Isaac, the
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servant of Abraham inquired what he

should do in the event that the woman

was not willing, and to that question
Abraham replied: ‘If the woman will not
be willing, thou shalt be cleared of thy
oath or obligation.” The meeting of the
minds, or willingness on the part of both
the contracting parties, is necessary to
the contract.

Arriving in Mesopotamia, Abraham 8
gervant came in contaet with the young
woman Rebecea, the daughter of Abra-
ham’s nephew; and she was therefore a
kinswoman of Isage. Without a doubt the
Lord directed Abraham’s servant to that
house, because, at Genesis 24:7, Abra-
ham said: “The Lord God of heaven . . .
gshall send his angel before thee; and thou
shalt take a wife unto my son from
thence.” Abraham’s servant presented
himself to Rebecea’s father and mother,
and they discussed fogether the question

- of her becoming the wife of Isaac. Show-
ing that Rebecca’s consent was obtained
before the marriage was made, (Genesis
24: 58, 61-67 reads: “And they ecalled
Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou
go with this man? And she said, T will
go. And Rebekah arose, and her damsels,
and they rode upon the cAmels, and fol-
lowed the man; and the servant took
Rebekah, and went his way, And Isaac
came from the way of the well Lahai-roi;
for he dwelt in the south country. And
Isaac went out to meditate in the field at
the eventide; and he lifted up his eyes,
and saw, and behold, the camels were
eoming,. And Rebekah lifted up her eyes,
and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off
the camel. For she had said unto the
servant, What man is this that walketh
in the field to meet us? And the servant
had said, It is my master; therefore she
took a vail, and eovered herself. And the
servant told Isaac all things that he had
done. And Isaac brought her into his
mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah,
and she became his wife; and he loved
her; and Isaac was comforted after his
mother’s death.,” No elergyman was pres-
ent at that marriage; only the two con-
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tracting parties; and possibly the serv-
ant of Abraham was present as a witness.

Why, then, have the people followed
the rule of having a marriage ceremony
performed by a clergyman? Because
such i a rule of “organized religion” and
is ecustomary amongst men. Further-
more, the law of the various nations pro-
vides that a marriage cercmmony shall
be lawfully performed by a minister of
religion. Also, it provides that such mar-
riage ceremony may be lawfully per-
formed by certain judicial officers, such
as a magistrate, or a judge of & court of
record. Then is it not right for a Cath-
olic priest or a Protestant minister to
perform a marriage ceremony? Certain-
ly it is proper under human law, because
the law so provides; but it is not a Serip-
tural requirement, The real marriage is
petformed when man'and woman enter
into the agreement and then faithfully
proceed to carry out that contract. The
marriage ceremony does not add any
virtue to the marriage contract. A legal
marriage is properly defined as a con-
tract entered into between man and
woman to become husband.and wife and
then to have a ceremony performed in
the presence of witnesses by one legally
authorized to solemnize marriages. Such
cepemonies comply with the law of the
land, and it is proper to observe the law
where the law of the land does not di-
rectly conflict with God’s law. A cere-
mony performed by a justice of the
peace, a magistrate, a judge of a court,
a judge of a court of record, or other
judicial officer anthorized-so to do, is
just as effective and binding as that per-
formed by any religious priest or clergy-
man. The money fee charged by the reli-
glonist is often exorhitant and works a
hardship on the poor.

The marriage relationzhip is too
sacred a thing to depend upon a few
words spoken by an imperfeet man, !
whether he be a religious priest or a
judicial officer. It is also too sacred to be
annulled by the whim, decree or opinion
of some law officer.—Matthew 19:6,
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Feathered Friends

~ Is This the Truth?

4 T shall always believe that Cockey
Roberts, a parrot who used to come reg-
wlarly to my room when T was practieing,
was really‘interested in my playing. i
I had closed the door, he would knock

~ sharply with his beak. T would keep very

quiet, and he would knock again, a little
harder. “Who is there?” [ would call out.
An angry voice would answer, “Cockey
Roberts” “Who?” T would say, pretend-
ing not to understand, and that angry,
ghrill little voice would come again:
“Cockey Roberts! Cockey Roberts!”

Of course, I had to let him in after that,
and he would walk straight to the piano
and perch on my foot for hours; the
pedaling—and my pedaling is \01)
strenuous—did not seem to disturb htm
in the least. He would sit on top of my
foot, and from time to time he would say
in a very loving, and scratehy voice, “Oh
Lord, how heauliful! How beautiul!”

Ah, it was touching.

—Ignace Jan Puderewski hnd Mary hawton,
The Paderewski Memoirs (Seribmers)
—Readers’ Digest.

Egg-laying Machines

9 In certain places hens have been trans-
formed into egg-laying machines, doing
their work in confinement, prisoners
from the fime they lay their first eggs
until they are sent to market. It does not
seen just fair to keep hens in a cage 18
inches long, 14 inchies wide und 18 inehes
high, with never a chance to run about
and d]g in the earth, as hens so love to do.
The prison cages are arranged in cell
hlocks of 24, as in prisons made for men.
The cells are back to back, with wire-
netting floors, sloped so as to allow the
eggs ta toll away for eollecting, Artificial
lighting keeps the hens working fourteen
hours a day. The whole thing 1s devilish
in concept a,nd arrangement. “Who knows
but that the God who marks the spar-
row’s fall may regaxd the lot of the hen?
MARCH 18, 1941

37,500 Words by One Pigeon

¢ Would you think it possible that a
carrier pigeon could fly through the air
with a military message containing 50-
pereent more words than go to make up
an issue of Consolation magazine? Well,
that is the claim. The bird flies with 95
sheets of film the size of a postage stamp
wrapped around his leg. On each sheet
is a photograph of 1,500 printed words,
and every word of this can be read when
projected by magic lantern apparatus.
The British army is using this system
with its pigeons in Africa.

100,00-0'.Trained Pigeons

¢ Tn the first World War 100,000 trained
pigeons were used by the Britigh forces
and an equal number are being trained
for the present conflict. The French in
1939 had that nuwmber of pigeons in
training at the Maginot Line. Tt is esti-
mated that 96 percent of the messages
sent by pigeons arrive at their destina-
tion. They saved the lives of many air-
men in 1914-1918. Pigeons now fly both

“ways, to and from the army fronts.

Carrier Pigeons 23 Rescuers

4 Fishing boats along the Atlantic Coast
now use carrier pigeons regularly. While
the main rcason for sending the pigeons
ashore is to let the folks at the home dock
know how the catch progressed, yet
twice within the past year fishing boats
that have had motor trouble have been
able by this means to summon aid frem
the Coastguard.

Buzzards Flying Wést

¢ Did something tell the buzzards that
another world war was in the papers?
One could imagine so, and {hat even the
buzzards are ashamed of humanity’s
latest savagery., At Beaumont, Califor-
nia, the sky was darkened for fwenty
minutes by a mass flight westward of at
least 4,000 of these lovers of carrion.
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Missionaries in China

HE average American is totally una-

ware that the United States spends
mlll_lons of taxpayers’ dollars protecting
missionaries in China. One of the prin-
cipal duties of the Asiatic Fleet 13 to
protect missionaries in China; a very
costly business.

The aim of the missionaries in China

may be a laudable one, but it seems to me
to be a very unwise and futile one. The
missionaries have been in China for
many years, but 1 have never met an
Army man, Navy man, white business-
man in China, or an English-speaking
Chinese, who believed that eveh one
adnlt Chinese has ever actually been con-
verted to Christianity. T have never been
able to diseover what the trouble is, buf
it seems that Christianity as expounded
by the missionaries we send to China is
too complicated for the Oriental mind to
comprehend. There are cases, of course,
where a Chinese apparem.by has been
converted, but when these cases are care-
fully investigated it is always discovered
that some motive other than religion was
behind the “conversion”. The case of
General Feng Yu-hsiang, the “Christian
(feneral”, was a notable example. He was
converted and was duly baptized in the
Christian faith., Not only that, but he
“converted” and personally baptized his
entire army. Me remained a Christian
just as long as we Americans sent him
money. We sent him a great deal of
money ; probably millions of dollars. The
idea was that he would eonvert the entire
CHinese nation if given proper support.
Just as soon as we stopped sending him
money he stopped being a Christian, Ac-
eording to Iate reports from China, he is
now a devout Buddhist.
- Chiang is simply another “Christian
genera.l” who is collecting vast sums of
money from deluded Americans; they
believe him to be a great Christian hero
who is leading a noble crusade agamst
the infidels.
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There is something about this mission-
ary business that is disquieting, Many
naval officers and enlisted men on the
Asiatic - station have told me that our
misstonaries would riot hesitate to plunge
the United States into war if by so doing
their own personal prestige would be en-
hanced. 1 have yvet to hear a Navy or
Army man, who has served in China, say
a good word for the missiouaries there,
The very best that is said about them is
that many of them are simply misguided
zealots. It is ¢ignificant that the mission-
aries in China never have enjoyed the
confidence or regpect of the men who man
the cannon and machine guns which pro-
tect them.

There is still danger of cur mission-
arjes and businessmen in China causing
us to become involved in a war with Ja-
pan. The missionaries know, of course,
that if we go to war with Japan, their
converted “hrother” Chiang Kal-shek,
will have more time to devote to the
laudable matter of erushing the Commu-
nists and other Leftist groups in China.
He would then be fighting for the Lord;
for Christianity!

It seems clear that if the missionaries
and businessmen had any consideration
for the lives of our young men, our can-
non fodder, they would not antagom?(\
the Japanese now, at such a critical time.
True enough, many Americans will be
richer and many missionaries may be
more securely entrenched in their par-
ticular sphere as a resulf of a war with
Japan, but many other Americans will
be dead. Those who die will be our strong
yvoung men; the seed corn of the nation.
—Pages 1 18 159 and 160 of Russia and
the Appmach of Armageddon, by Lieu-
tenant  Commander Charles 8. Seely,
Dorrance & Co., Philadelphia, 1939.
[Who was it that said, “Woe unto you,

. for ye .compass sea and land to
make one proselyte ; and when he is made,
ve make him twofold more the child of
hell than yourselves”?] o
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“Qur Dying Demoeracy”

LAW requires Columhia Broadeasting
4 System to give equal opportunity to
spokesmen who discuss political beliefs.
CBS positively refuses to widen the
sphere of usefulness of its facilities to
matceh the Supreme Court’s definition of
equality and liberty ‘essential in a de-
mocraey’. Said the Court unanimously:
“In the realm of religiouns faith, and in
that of political belief, sharp differences
arise. In both fields the tenets of one man
may seem the rankest error to his neigh-
bor. To persuade others to his own point
of view, the pleader, as we know, at
{imes, resorts to exaggeration, to vilifi-
cation of men who have been, or are,
prominent in church or state, and even
to false statement. But the people of this
~ nation have ordained in the light of his-
tory, that, in spite of the probability of
excesses and abuses, these liberties are,
in the long view, essential to enlightened
opinion and right conduct on the part of
the citizens of a democracy.”

Thus insisted all nine members of
America’s highest court on May 20, 1940,
in holding that Jehovah’s witnesses who
played in the hearing of Cathelies a
phonograph record containing a strong
attack upon all religion and particularly
Roman Catholicism had done right and
did not commit a breach of the peace or
incite to commit such.

Columbia Broadeasting System {and
this goes also for NBC and other short-
sighted broadcasters) insists, contrari-
wise, upon prohibiting either hired or
free use of its facilities by Judge Ruther-
ford and others of Jehovah's witnesses;
and st the same time CBS cowardly
knuckles down each week to the “ree-
ognized” Roman Catholic Hierarchy
. spokesmen whose twaddle CBS sprays
without money or price when not simi-
larly serving the Hierarchy’s fellow re-
' ligionists of “Protestant”, Hebrew or
nondeseript garb., But those same near-
sighted radio moguls of the CBS type

MARCH 18, 18941

are prohibited by law from preventing
political camnpaigners from saying on the
air what Norman Thomas (fourth-time
Socialist candidate for president) told
to show democracy is dying. He said and
CBS broadeast: “The mob, as if touched
like a powder-trail by the illiberal acts
of government, once more proved how
violent and sadistic onr America can be.
Again, the almost complete silence of
the press has largely concealed what I
have discovered in a 15,000-mile tour of
the land: the sadistic eruelty of mobs
which in at least 44 states have attacked
the property and witnesses for Jeho-
vah.” The fact of the business is that the
big-business crowd, the big politicians
‘and the big preachers are hysterical for
fear the comumon people will get the truth.

Hysteria Is Not Intelligence
¢ Before this hysteria runs its course
vou are likely to see the worst witeh hunt
in American history-—and possibly the
establishment of concentration camps.
1t is not a matter of intelligence. It is a
matter of people letting their emotions
get so much out of control they can’t do
anything about it. In a hysteria the
veneer of civilization is stripped off and,
when this happens, all of the people’s
sadistic tendencies emerge. Logic goes
down the rat hole—Dr. Robhert N.
MeMurry, psychologist, in an address in
Chicago.

The Star of Bethlehem
¢ A Los Angeles astronomer points ont
- that no star or object as much as five
miles overhead could mark out an in-
dividual house clearly enough for the
“wise men” to have found it; that there
is no record that the agents of Herod
saw it; that the star was not visible when
the “wise men” arrived at Jerusalem,
and that there is no mention of the num-
ber of the -“wise men”; He draws near to
a great truth. e
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Greece

Notes on the Greek Campaign

¢ There is no ill will between the Greeks
and Ttalians: the Greeks (7,000,000) call
the Italians (43,000,000) Fratelli, i.e.,
brothers. Mussolini, the big dope, pre-
sented an ultimatum to his smaller neigh-
bor at 3: 00 in the morning, demanding
a decision before 6: 00 that same morn-
ing. The decision he received was that
the Greeks would fight. And can they
fight? The women as well as the men de-
fended their country. Scores of women
carried 70-pound packages up 3,000-{oot
peaks, and did it in terrible winter weath-
er, too. Hundreds, perhaps thonsands,
of Italians were stoned to death by wom-
en perched on the erags far above them,
The (reek soldiers, dressed in white,
could not be distinguished on the snow-
clad mountains. The Greeks are amazed
at their own success,

The Italians invaded Albania and took

their land without warning. When they
used Albania to attack Greece many Al-
banians revolted. The former King Zo
flew over the land he once ruled ans
urged all Albanians to revolt. Many de-
gerted to the Greeks; others fled to the
mountain fastneszes to await their de-
liverers. In Kansag City, U.S.A., nine
Italian young women helped raise funds
for the Greeks.
[This is one of the encouraging signs in
American life, not properly understood
by either Mussolini or Hitler. Americans
are mostly Americans, regardless of
origin.]

The net result is that liberty all over
the world was encouraged by the stand
of the Greeks in defense of their howmnes.
The Turks admire the Greeks for their
manliness and fighting qualities and
gave them moral support. What the out-
come will be cannot be foreseen, but it
is unquestionable that the Ttalians re-
ceived a severe setback—enough so that
their newspapers referred to their troops
as “defense troops”, which is a mighty
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strange name to give to troops that have
invaded another’s lands. Meantime, the
British have come to Greece’s aid with

the bravest soldiers in the world, and

with airplanes and munitions too.

“Came to Life” and Saved Money

€ At Salonika, Greece, Demetrius Hal-
kias collapsed in a hotel and was thought
to be dead. His son put him in a cheap
coffin and started for home by bus, after
an agreement to pay the bus driver 2,380
drachmas for transporting the corpse.
On the way home Demetrius sat up in
his coffin and started an argument about

the fare. It seems that the regular fare

for a live one is only 100 drachmas and
that was all he would pay. If he was dead
he was willing to pay the 2,380, but un-
less he was dead he positively would not
pay more than 100. Now the matter is
in the courts and Demetrius is fully con-

vineced that he saved money by not being -

a corpse, and, furthermore, he won’t pay
corpse rates unless the court says he
must; and that is that.

Never Saw a Woman .

¢ At Mount Meteora monastery, Thes-

salia, Greece, 8 man just died at the age
of 82 without ever having set eyes on a
woman; 8o say¥s the Australian Consola-
tion. As a new-born babe he was rescued
from earthquake ruins and was commit-
ted to the eare of a group of monks, who,
having plenty of religion and no common
sense, think the human family would get
along better without any mothers.

Sufferers Without Destination
¢ The next time you think you have it
hard take a moment to think about the
660 Jews driven out of Prague and Vien-
na, who, in midsummer, were on & Greek
vessel, flying the flag of Panama, and
were lying off the coast of Tripoli, Syria,
suffering want of food, water and med-
ical_supplies, and not able to land any-
where, :
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France and Switzerland

Louis XIV.-the Tory Crook

¢ [ouis XIV was a Tory, was he not?
What kind of government did he have?
Four volpmes of 2,200 pages were not
enough tEr him to regulate the textile
mdubtry Three more were needed and
they did not suffice. In the manufacture®
of woolens the most minute compulsions
were put on the number of threads to
the warp. The warp of one manufacturer
had to have 1,376 threads; another only
1,216, The latter was probably a favorite
of the ruling politician—the king. Other
manufacturers had to “negotiate for four
years, from 1730 to 1734, before they
could secure permission to use black
warp”. They never got His Majesty’s
most gracious consent to weave in black
weft. Some competitor, paying a “kick
in” to His Majesty, probahbly had a mo-
nopoly of cloth with black weft—Jeffer-
son, The Forgotten Man, by Samuel B.
Pettengill, page 227.

After a Year

¢ After a year there were still 130,000
Spanish refugees in France, living un-
der incredibly difficult. conditions in some
2,000 places. Rather than return to Spain

.to be tortured and murdered by the gang

that is now back on the necks of the
Spanish people, these people, many of
them sick and mutilated, have lived with-
out heat in flimsy shacks or out of doors,
without adequate bedding or clothing or
medical necessities. Those able to work
were given work by the Freneh govern-
ment at ome franc per day and their
necessitics, and now France itself is
struggling for life against the very same
gang that put Franco the Butcher in
power in Spain,

French Prison Camps

¢ French prison eamps are little 1f any
better than German ones. Hitler himself
could hardly have a worse place for pris-
oners than Devil’s Island. Some who
MARCH 19, 1941

have reached America from French pris-
on camps in Frauce itself tell of sleeping
on 4. stone floor, on rotten straw swarm-
ing with vermin, with no bath, no sick
ward, and only one kind of pills for all
diseases. That was at Toulouse. Aunother
story tells of refugees locked in a car
four days without food, water or sani-
tary facilities and of twelve committing
suicide because of the horrible condi-
tions. These trips were between St.
Livrade and Villemur, and between Vil-
lemur and St. Cyprien. At the camp at
Gurs 6,000 German Jewish refugees
were dumped on the camp without any
increase in the food allowance; there
were 6,000 already there. Most decent
people sadly admit that the world was
never in as bad eondition as it is now.

Awful Conditions in Indo-China

¢ Ninety percent of the natives in
French Indo-China live in crude mud
huts, earn less than 1000 piasters ($3) a

year. Zinc and tin miners do much bet-ter :
they earn 15 cents a day. Deprived of a
vote, subject to immediate arrest for
“subversive propaganda”, the natives
have little chance to organize, or to artie-
ulate their grievances. Labor unions are
illegal and efforts to create them have
led to the leaders’ being deported, im-
prisoned, or even “put out of the way” -

by the pohce —PM,

Swnss Press Warned

¢ The Swiss press has been warned that
it must not publish both sides of engage-
ments between Britain and Italy, but
only the Italian stories. This is rich. Re-
gardless of the truth, Swiss papers are
warned that they will be e‘{pected to pub—
lish only such news of the “grandiose”
events of these evil times as glorify ltal-
ian arms, Switzerland is now surrounded
on all sides by totalitarian states, and
its present oppression and early destrue-
tion are inevitable,
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“The Fascist” and His Inspiration
¢ The next principle—disecipline, with

all that it implies—is the result of the-

combination of collectivism and hier-
archic authority: if the conceptually su-
perior community is to have 1ts will de-
termined in a specific manner, this de-
termination cannot be open to question-
ing by the very individuals who are eon-
celved as its inferiors, That is the reason
why the Fascist state has to abolish per-
sonal liberty. It has to be hierarchic, au-
thoritative and disciplined—Iike the
Catholie - Church, from which it tfook
structural principles, if not neighborly
love. It has to be infallible and exclusive,
leaving no room for any ideas outside
of the ‘officially approved trend.—The
Fascist, by K. B. Aghton, page 41.

In Italy, Mussolini worked out a fair-
ly airtight scheme for Fascist control
over the choice of his eventual successor.
Following the example of the Catholic
Church’s College of Cardinals, he utilized
for the purpose a supreme represent-
ative body of the Party, membership in
which he himself controls absolutely:
appointments to the “Grand Couneil of
Faseism” are to be made only by himself
or by the Crown at his suggestion.
Should he die or resign, his snecesser
will be selected by the Crown out of a
list submitted to it by the Grand Couneil.
Of course, if Mussolini himself during
his time in office shounld desire to desig-
nate someone as his suceessor, he would
always be able either to change the law
or to give enough power to the man he
favored to enable him to hold his own
later against any attack.—Same, page 73.

The Nineteenth Anniversary

¢ The attempted invagion of Greece was

so timed as to take place on the nineteenth

anniversary of Mussolini’s sleeping-car

“march on Rome”.-At this time it Jooks as

if this “dietator” would from now on be

working for Hitler,if atall.. =~ -
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Turkish National Anthem

¢ Mussolini was disturbed when Turkey
made & joint assistance pact with Brit-
ain, but to propitiate Turkey he had the
radio at Rome play the Turkish national
anthem and conduct a program in Turk-
*ish on the occasion of the Turkish re-
publie’s anniversary. This is the first
time in many vears Mussolini has done
anything of the kind. Possibly, in the
back of Mussolini’s head, is the idea that
it might not be such a bad thing to have
a few Iriends in the world hesides Hitler,
and his friend and mentor, Pacelli,

Rome Spared from Bombings

¢ For six months after Italians joined
with Germans in the bombing of London
there were no reprisals against Rome,
but anybody who can use his brains must
know that in a life-and-death fight such
as 18 now going on this cannot continue.
There is more than a. suspicion that the
British Government knows just who and
just what is back of the whole Pacelli-
Hitler-Mussolini conspiracy, and in due
time will settle the account.

Standard Clothing Proposed

¢ The Fascist Confederation of Cloth-
iers of Italy passed a resolution pro-
posing one kind of shoes and boots for
men and women, one kind of underwear,
of different materials and colors but of
one quality and price, and one kind of
linen. It would not be suvprising to see
this proposal accepted and adopted, and
it might not be a bad thing, as it would
help to remove class distinetions,

The Siege of Malta

¢ The siege of Malta, which has pro-
gressed steadily ever gince the stiletto

found its home in France’s back, has e

killed about 200 persons and wounded
400 more, but otherwise has heen without
results. The attacks cost the Italians 46
pilots in the space of four months.
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Britain

Dunkirk

4 Never in the agelong history of war

has there been such an achievement as
that of Dunkirk. We were defeated, and
most cruelly and bitterly betrayed. With
ouf army divided, with 1ts flank exposed,
with the mightiest military machine that
the world has known}%uﬂing in its over-
whelming resources f8r our destruction,
we were not destroved. With the air
black with enemy planes, these battered
battalions fought their way to an un-
friendly seacoast. No rnilitary genius
would have said that the army could have
been saved {rom the closing pincers that
threatened to eut it off from that last,
uncertain road to the sea.

An open roadstead, and a shallow
beach where the only might we had could
not be effectively used, where we must
depend on every cockleshell of a boat to
serve our purpose—river steamers and
pleasure boats that would never have
dreamed of daring the sea and, if daring,
would not have survived. For this iz one
of the most troubled waters in the

world’s seas, the English Channel. Sel-~

dom on any day is it calm ; never for two
days running. Yet for three days it ran
smooth as a millpond, so that our cockle-
shells could make their daring trips back

and forth, saved from the air by a kindly
mist of fog. So was the impossible made

possible.—Joseph Lister Rutledge, in
Liberty magazine.

A Courageous Speech

¢ It takes great moral conrage to defend
the rights of an unpopular minority, and
particularly when the speaker himself
has other views. At a meeting of the
Central Council of the National Union
of Conservative and Unionist Associa-
tiong in London, Second Lieutenant I,

W. Harrison, dressed in his military uni-

form, stood alone in the entire Council
for the traditional right of Britons to
think what they please and to say what
they think. He g4id, in the midst of eries
MARGH 18, 1941

of dissent and with hisses at the end:

The reselution and precedmg speeches are
nothing but an attack on conscientious objec-
tors. With that I can have no sympathy. I do
not agree with eonscientious objectors, but, in
the name of all thai is sacred and English,
they have the right to their conscience—the
eternal right of human beings to live in free-
dom of body, mind, and soul. I am very un-
happy about the spirit which is developing
in this eountry. Two years ago, if I had said
in & speeeh that it was better that ninety-nine
shirkers should escape - conséription rather
than that one man who really had an objec-
tion to war should be forced to fight, every-
one in the Conservative party in the room
wonld have elapped.and said, ‘Hear, hear.’
After seven months of war we have developed
a wicked, intolerant attitude. If you are liv-
ing in England you have a perfect right to
say that you disapprove of this war and won’t
take part in it.

The Suicide Ship, Jervis Bay

¢ Facing eertain destruction the British
vessel Jervis Bay, a 14,000-ton converted
Australian freighter, lived up to the
highest standards of British seamanship
and courage when it held off a German
battleship in-midocean for two hours and
saved thereby 30 of the 38 vessels which
it was convoying. Although the Jervis
Bay went down in flames as a result of
the rain of 11-inch shells poured into her,
she was still firing at her antagonist
when the waves came over her decks,
And even then 65 survivors eventualljr
arrived in a Canadian port,

The Lady’s Frown :
® The -terror of a lady’s frown was
shown in northeastern England. A Ger-
man’s plane had been shot down. The
aviator came down in a parachute. When
he landed, a British woman came up to
him, frowned, pointed at his pisto] and -
said she’ wanted it. The man was wise;
maybe he was marned anyway, she got
it and he gave up.~ - :
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Not Yet at Armageddon

¢ Back in 1912 or 1916 Theodore Roose-

velt, ex-president of the United States,

made the statement, “We stand at Arma-

geddon and we battle for the Lord.” He
was entirely in error. The political fight
then being waged in the United States
was not a fight in which Almighty God,
and Christ Jesus His King, and the holy
angels were in a struggle to assist the
Republican party and to overthrow the
Demoeratic party. At an address in St.
Louis, before the Chamber of Commerce,
the British ambassador to the United
States made fhe same statement and is
equally in error. Almighty God is not
taking sides in the present world war
any more than He did in the last one.
Armageddon hag not yet come. When it
does come it will mark the full end of
every evil institution in the earth, and
the end of all evil persons also. All the
nations are included in the text which
8ays, :
And in the days of those kingg shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroved, hor shall the sovereignty
thereof he left to another people: hut it shall
break in pieces and eonsume all these king-
doms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch
as thou sawest that a stone was cut cut of the
mountain without hands, and that it brake
in piecesg the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver
and the gold: the great God hath made known
to the king what shall come to pass hereafter:
and the dream is certain, and the interpreta-
tion thereof sure—Daniel 2: 44, 45, K. V.

Fined for Unofficial Heroism

¢ George Layton Morris was fined £100
for disobeying police orders when he car-
ried a delayed-action bomb down a fire
escape and across the street into a park.
In sentencing him the magistrate said
that he had acted with extraordinary
courage and coolness, but it was not his
prerogative to decide where bombs
should go off. His picture, cabled from
Britain, appeared in the New York
Times. '
26

. The Fatigues of War

# People who have never been in war
areas have no conception of the fatigues
that must be endured. The U.P. news-
paper correspondent Richard D. Mae-

Millan states that one British sergeant-.

pilot returned from a long series of air
combats and fell asleep as soon as he
entered his mess, He could not be awak-
ened and was sent to a hospital suffering
from fatigue next®door to death. On a
highway 100 miles long he saw refugees
in an endless line, clutehing their belong-
ings, and the number inereasing hourly
as the German advance extended. He saw
automobiles lifted high by explosions
and dumped back with their occupants
dead. He entered towns in smoke so thick
that it was impossible to see the bombers
overhcad who were leisurely dropping
high explosive and incendiary bombs.
If there had been anti-aircraft guns they
would have been useless because of the
smoke. Shortly the town was a raging
inlerno under black, billowing smoke.

The Hard Decisions of War

¢ Winston Churchill has the rare faculty
of being able to say what he wants to say
in language that everybody can under-
stand. In one of his addresses before the
House of Commons, when the great vie-
tories in Iigypt and Libya were becoming
known, is a rare paragraph showing the
immense difficulties Britain faced in the
summer of 1940:

There is another reason why I consider the
risks well run. They also were run here by the
(General Staff and the War Committee and
the staffs who studied the matter hecguse it
was not an easy matter last July and August
to send precious tanks of the best quality and
cannon, of which we were then so short, an
that very long journey around the Cape of
ftood Hope in order to enable ns to defend

ourselves and later assume the offensive. I can ¢

only say these were hard decisions to take and
the War Minister and T had many anxious
days eoming to these conelusions. But you will
not have any means of bridging this war or
emerging from it safely unless risks are run.
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England Strips for Battle
¢ England strips for hattle, and it will
be a battle to the death. The Channel

" islands, Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney and

Sark, were foreibly evacuated of their
100,000 inhabitants. These, mostly
French-gpeaking, were all taken to Eng-

‘land, and their former homes, garden

&

spots of the earth, near the French
coasts, are already in German hands.
Britain has been divided into 800 food
areas, each of which will be self-sustain-
ing for several weeks. Any newspaper
may be suppressed instanter. One of the
nation’s spokesmen, Richard Law, finan-
cial secretary to the War Office, made a
speech representing the spirit of all Eng-
land in which he said: “Our position may
he desperate, but there is comfort in it:
for desperate men have nothing to lose
and everything to gain. We know there

can be no question of treating with the-

enemy. There is only victory or extine-
tion.”

No Safety in Ireland

¢ There is no safety in Ireland, either
north or south. Bombs have been
dropped in both parts. The Axis, between
their bombings, assure Ireland of “mili-
tary help” and tell them <the whole Cath-
olic world would be on their side”. Brit-
ain needs keenly to use the ports in the
south and west t6 refuel flotillas and air-
craft, but it is almost certain that need
will not he recognized except by the loss
of their cherished liberties by the people
of Ulster. Meanwhile, Britain, instead
of treating Ireland as a somewhat frac-
tious part of the British Commonwealth
of Nations, now considers it strictly as
one more European neutral, subject to
all the disabilities that status implies.

Snobbery in Jail

¢ According to the London Sunday Pic-
torial Sir Oswald Mosley, Britain’s lead-
ing Faseist, spends $20 a week in wine§
and food delicacies and even has a valet

in jail. Snobbery forbids foreing aristo- -

crats to undergo privations.
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Cardinal Tells a Whopper

¢ In a statement in London Arthur Car-
dinal Hinsley made the statement that
the pagan prineiples of both Fascism and
Nazism had been dencunced by both
Popes Pins XTI and XII, The cardinal
knows perfectly well that neither of these
men ever did anything of the sort and
cannot point to a single sentence by
either of them that states anything of the
kind, All that he or any other spokesman‘
for the Papacy can truthfully say is that
the Vatican specializes in making blind,
evasive, cockeyed statements which
newspapermen are supposed to interpret
to mean certain things, but no pope ever

“comes right out and tells the truth, in

manly fashion, about such liars and mur-
derers 4s Hitler, Mussolini and Franco.
It would not pay. It gets its local politi-
eians like Hinsley to do that kind of
chore.

Captam Ramsay and Religion

4 Captain A, Ramsay, Conservative
M.P, for Peebles, Scotland, presented a
bill in Parliament in 1938 making it a
crime to promulgate doetrines calculated
to “interfere with the established reli-
gious institutions of Great Britain”, and
on May 23, 1940, he was placed under
preventive arrest. Two weeks later he
appealed to Parliament to let him ont,
because no charges had been preferred
against him, but not a member of Par-
liament would rise to say a word in his
behalf. This looks as if some Britishers
were catching on to the fact that this
whole religious business is the business
of the Devil. No doubt Ramsay is a Fas-
cist, and the British, fighting for their
lives, just don’t like it ; and can you blame

them?

In the Bombing of the Midlands

4 In the bombing of the Midlands {Cov-
entry, Birmingham, and other eities)
there were times when bombs fell at the
rate of one a second for a full hour. In
the city of Coventry 172 were huried in
a common grave, How horrible it all is!
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British Comment

. By J. Heme-ry‘(London)

“Religious Ninnies”

® This is the caption o a section of the
editor’s notes in a recent issue of the
Catholic Herald. He has taken it from a
letter written to him by a priest of the
chureh, and by the term the priest de-
seribes numbers of those who Sunday by
Sunday fill their churches, often several
times in the mornings. The word is frank
enough, though it is not particularly in-
formlng If Jehovah’s witnesses had used
it to deseribe the attenders, why, there
would have been an cutery ; but truth will
out, and to see it said and put on record
is interesting, at least. All the more so,
perhaps, because the Roman Catholic
champions of that church who break into
print against Jehovah’s witnesses almost
always declare that those who pay at-
tention to them are little more than fool-
ish and ignorant folk. Many Roman
Catholies have broken their bonds and
have learned the truth of the Seriptures
by the faithful service to God and Christ
of these servants of The Theocracy, and
it is not the “ninunies” who have the desire
to learn truth and to serve God: those
are left to the priests, for their consola-
tion, or otherwise,

The editor of' the Catholic Herald,
whose newspaper is on.a higher level of
thought than others, his contemporaries,
expressing his own regret at the low
level of intelligent knowledge in the
masses of the attenders at mass on Sun-
day mornings, tells of a letter lately re-
ceived from a priest, in which the priest
describes “90 percent of the Catholics he
has met in his life time”. The priest says,
“These . strike me .as religious animals
rather than as religious men and women.
They attend masses; etc., almost to ex-
cess, but, their religious duties finished,
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the rest of the day, in the case of women,
was given to cards, gossip, and to men-
tion a serious topic to them was utterly
the wrong thing . . . the fact is these
women are silly, and think it right to be
silly. The same applies to men, except
that thetr inanities were male instead of
female.” The priest, comparing some
former days with the present time, says
he “thinks this kind of Catholic is ap-
proved”, hut he adds, “The result seems
to be that our Catholics of the past few
generations have been highly religious
ninnies rather than religiouns men. and
women.” No doubt the priest rightly de-
seribes the masses of the Roman Catholic
congregations. The editor of the Catholic
Herald has more courage than some of
his fellows, or he would not have given
publicity to his observations. What the
Roman Catholie church wants is to have
the numbers of the people accept that
church as the one true church, to ac-
knowledge the pope as the only authorlty
who can represent God, to hold all these
in subservience to- the priests, and by
these means keep that system in full
flush of strerigth in numbers and finance.

But, without any question, there are
thousands of serious thought and pur-
pose of life in the Roman Catholic church
who mostly by reason of birth are in
association with it, though some join
themselves to it from the differing seec-
tions of “Protestantism”, and pin their
hopes of the future to.it as the chief see-
tion of religion. As Jehovah’s witnesses
carry their message of the kingdom of
God and tell of the great Theocratic king-
dom soon to be in full ‘establishment,
they do =0 in the expectatlon that many
of thoge in all sections of religion will
read the Secriptures for themselves and
get thé light therefrom which the gra-
cious God is giving'to all whe will seek
the Trith and His glory. As for the nin-
nies, none of these want. truth, a:nd they
will surely pass on with the crowd into

the oblivion-which is now threatening all

formal worshlp of men and institutions.
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The Presbyterians

® The Presbyterian Church of Secotland
dizcloses that it is much disturbed by the
spreading of the truth concerming the
kingdom of God and the setting up of the
Theocratic government under ‘Christ the
King '1(*(*01dmg to the Seriptures. Its
publication department has jssued an-
other of its pamphlets depouneing the
message and the work of Jehovahs wit-
nesses, and, as alwayvg, they do not hesi-
tate to publish perversions and misstate-
ments. These Neoteh Preshyvterians ae-
count themselves as being quite of the
upper strata ol the religious world. The
Seots people have given their clergy a
high place in their national life, and the
chureh has fastened itsell in a sure place
amongst the people. 1t is no strelehing
of truth to say that the clergy of the
Presbyterian churches are non-helievers
in the inspiration of the Scriptures, but
accept only such parts as in their “wis-
dom and knowledge” they feel should
be accepted by mrolhuvnt men, In Scot-
land, as in every other place, the witness
of the Kingdom is caiued to th{, people

by earnest men and women wholly de-
voted to the service of God, and thou-
gsands of people in that land thank God
for the light ol truth which has gone to
them. The elergy, like those of Rome, are
angry that the people'should learn apart
from them, and ledlnmg find that they
do not need the services of a clergy class
to help them to God and His truth. They
make no atterupt to prove from the
Seriptures that the truths carried to the
people are contrary thereto, but rather
seek to throw scorn on the message and
its beurers, and to do injury by besmirch-
ing hoth the witnesses and the witness
of the Scriptures. Like the Roman Cath-
olies, they profess to believe that it is
only ignorant and foolish people who he-
lieve and then enter into the work of de-
claring the kingdom of God, 1 they real-
ly believed that they would not concern
themselves so mul?h but they do not so
believe and they are c(mcerned for their
“inheritance”. The latest issmed pam-
phlet calls the witnesses “vietims of
Judge Rutherford” and quotes the fa-
vorite text of the clergy, and says of
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SPECIAL PREMIUM OFFER
IS YET AVAILABLE

Ordinarily the ¥ 4 TCHTOWER magazine, which
3s puhlished the 1si and 15ih of each month, is
send [or a year to unc address at the rate of $1.00
a year. Now, however, for a limiled {ime, you ean
recoive absolutely free Judge Rutherford’s latest
book, RELIGION , and his recently released booklet
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unusual offer.

WATCHTOWER, 117 Adamsa 35t., Brooklyn, N.Y.
L am enclosing $1.00 [$1.50 in foreign countries]
for a year’s subseription for the Waéchtower maga-
#ine, Please send me without charge a copy of
Judge Rutherford’s book Refigion and his hooklet
Satisfied.
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these workers for The Theocracy, “For
of this sort are they which ¢reep into

houses, and lead captive silly women.”

Neither the chureh of Scotland nor the
Roman Catholic church is willing to lose
the “silly women” who are supporters of
their churches, and the Presbyterian
church warns its members to bé on their
guard and to stir themselves to personal
study and to the same eager earnestness
a8 they see manifest in Jehoval’s wit-
nesses. The facts are that those who
leave the Preshyterian churches, or the
Roman Catholic church, or any other
system, are not the ninnies or the care-
less, but, on the contrary, are the
thoughtful men .and women who have
come to certain conclusions about their
parsons and priests, and are glad to get
light and understanding which they
failed to get from them and their church
teaching or ceremonies,

Preshyterian Unbelief

® The pamphlet exposes the unhelief of
the church of Scotland by speaking of

“the primitive portions of the Old Testa-

ment”, which the clergy in their wisdom
reject as ‘not written of the inspiration
of God’, and it adds of Jehovah's wit-
nesges, “The Gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ is not nearly strong enough meat
for their iron stomaehs.” To seare their
adherents from reading the literature
the pamphlet says, “Most shocking of all
are the assertions about our Lord and
Saviour, . . . and the Trinity, of course,
is rejected.” Well, the millions of books
and booklets placed in the hands of the
people by Jehovah’s witnesses have done
more to proclaim the Gospel than the
work of all the other churches put to-
gether, and as for the dogma of the
“Trinity” there is not a man in the elergy
of the church of Scotland but knows that
the dogma of the Trinity is a purely hu-
man invention; that the Scriptures do
not tell of it; that the apostles did not
know of it, and that it grew out of the
formulas of the early church as it fell
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away from its purity, misled by those
false teachers who were already in evi-
dence in the days of the apostles. The dog-
my is repugnant to the Scriptures, which
reveal the Living (God, and tell how the
Son of God was exalted fo His place at
the right hand of God and to be the image
of God, because of His faithfulness.—
Ephesians 1:19-22; Philippians 2: 9-11,

General -

® The time of writing is a time of gait-
ing for Britain, though not of nervous
suspense. The Nazis have broken the reg-
nlarity of their nightly bombing of Lon-
don, and also of the widely spread at-
tacks in the country, A score of reasons
have been suggested as the probable

‘cause, but the Air Ministry of Britain

says it is bad weather that has kept the
bombers on the ground. The slackening
of these vile attacks has been a welcome
change, though, in faet, it has also

brought some tension through imagina-

tion, active as to what deviltry may be
in preparation, The spirit of the people
remains the same, that of a set purpose
to withstand the enemy and in time turn
the battle on him. The expectation of the
threatened invasion is not the easiest
thing to bear, even though there is not
the slightest fear of a conquest of Brit-
ain; hut in the meantime there is 8 gen-
eral alertness, and a desire for activity

in the war, The Government is pushing’

on with its work, and gets its measure of
eriticiams—growling at something is a
natural escape valve, Food is more limit-
ed, and must certainly get less in variety
but there is no vital shortage, and it 1Is
not expected things will come to that.
The mannuer in which both Londoners
and others have taken the bombing, with
the disruption of their homes and their
business premises, is something unex-

pected, and can hardly be matched in hu-°

man history. To use & common expres- .

sion, it might almoest be said they have
taken this thing in their stride. They
carry on, clearing up the debris, and

making the bhest of the upheaval,
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Volumes, enough to make a library,
could be written, each filled with tales of
heroism in suffering and in the relief of
that of others, of courage and fortitude
hardly believable as possible. Front line
stories are always being written in ex-

- periences, for the homes of the people
and the people themselves are all in the
front line of battle, Sometimes there is
almost comic relief.in incidents of the
day. One such, related becauge it illus-
trates something of the spirit alwags
pres®¥nt, is reported of an elderly lady
involved in a smash. The house crashed
on its“occupiers, burying them deeply in
the rubble. There was immediate help
around to get out any who might be alive.
After some hours it was possible to get
near to the old lady, and a narrow open-
ing was made. Through it was passed a
cup of tea; but rather quickly it was
passed back through the opening, with
a peremptory request, “More sugar,
pleage!” : -

Rebullding and Restoration

® The Government has decided that the
devastated areas must bear their scars
till the war is won: every bhit of the coun-
try’s energy and its resources must go to
the war effort. There will, it is expeeted,
be much new planning, of both the towns
and cities, and there will be planning for
an entirely different order in the general
arrangements of life, so that the produce
of the land and the labor of the people
may have a more equitable distribution.
The churches are getting their word in as
to what they purpose doing, and fore-
most among them is the Hierarchy, voie-
ing itself through the pope. That “Hier-
archy of Authority” in Rome, essentially
totalitarian, sees in the world’s present
distress a chance such as it has waited
cenfuries for. They now sce a chance of
getting through their pacts and schemes
that position of authority which will
bring them the virtual rulership of the
world. They reckon without Jehovah.

Invention

The Fastest Camera

¢ The fastest camera, announeed by the
General Electric Company, and invented
by one of their engineers, takes 120,000
pictures a second. The pictures are one-
third of an inch square, and ohtained by
revolving a drum 7,200 revolutions per
minute. The film is carried inside the
drum and the 1,000 pinholes in its stde
are so arranged that no two holes focus
on the same place on the film.

The Rays of Teleforce

¢ It seems uncanny to think.and talk

about rays that may meclt an airplane en-

gine at a distance of 250 miles, but Nikola
_Tesla, famous inventor, is working 'on

that very thing. The principle is that of .
magnifying force in muech the way that

whispers are loaded upon electrie radio

waves and may be magnified to sound

like the booming of a cannon and be

heard around the world.
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Television in New York

® Tt is estimated that there are now 3,000 -
television sets in use in New York city;
also that there is now no technical reason
why television in the natural colors can-
not be maintained. Reporters have been
shown television in colors. A watermel-
on quartered looked so delicious and sq
real that those who gaw it on the screen
almost felt that they eould reach out and
seize and eat it,

Klystron Rays

¢ Klystron rays, in process of devel-
opment by the Westinghouse Electric
and Manufaeturing Company, have al-
ready progressed to a point where a per-
gon walking in a room charged with the
rays may hold a flashlight in his hand,
and be guided by its light, and yet there
be no battery in the flashlight, but only

- antennae which gather and make use of

the rays.-
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is JUDGE RUTHERFORD'S
new 32-page
booklet

just off the press

GOD sxp tue STASE : gour .

everlasting future hinges on
how you decide this interesting
issue; at a time when religious-
totalitarian dictators put God
second, frightening the politi-
cians to ery for union of religion
and state. How far may State
laws go without encroaching on

:

the elaims of God? Should chil-

dren be punished hy the State

for putting God first? World
developments are foreing all in-
escapably to a personal decigion !
Can you afford to pass by the
Scriptural answers and vital in-
formation which this booklet
presents for your safe guidance
to a happy future? No, you can-
not afford to be without this
most important 32-page booklet.
Just send a ¢ contribution with
the coupon below to Warca-
Tower anrd you will recelve your
copy promptly.

Name

WATCHTOWER, 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Please send me a copy of Judge Rutherford’s newly released 32-page booklet
God and the State. To cover cost and aid further publication, I enclose a con-
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