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Appetz'zefs’ |

Service :

At two o'clock in the morning a lady tele-
phoned the president of a large department
gtore. Alter much ringing, the mogul answered
with a sleepy and gruff “Hello!®

“This is Mrs. Soandso,” said the lady in a
sirupy voice; “I just couldn’t help calling you
personally to tell you that the hat I bought
at your -atore last wegk is simply stunning.”

“That’s all very niee,” yawned the presi-
dent, “but would you mind telling me, madam,
why you eall me at this hotr of the night about
& hat you bought last weck ¥’

“Because,” she replied politely, “your truck
just delivered it.”"—The American Flint,

Just a Pream

The patient had just eome out of a long
delirium.

“Where am 1% he asked fechly, as he felt
loving hands making him comfortable. “Am
I in heaven .

“No,” eoced his wife, “I'm still with you,
dear.”—Labor.

Her First Chicken

They were just married and she had cooked
her first chicken, When he was about to carve,
he said, '

“What did you stuff it with, dear$”

“It didn’t need stuffing, darling; it wasp’t
hollow,” she replied.— Australian Consolation,

New Name for a Corporsl

Proud Clydach mother, to woman next
door: “T am delighted to tell you that niy son
has been promoted.”

“Indeed ? What is he now, a taptain, major
or what?”’ _

“Nu, he has been made a cockergl.”

Ambiguous
From a church notice board ;
Evening Suhjeet:
“What Is Hell Like?”
Come and Hear Our Organist.

Seventeen Demons

The village paper said Mrs. J. Z. Brown de-
livered an address on “Personal Devils” and
seveniecn were present,

»
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~ Dred Scott and the Flag

T IS more than 83 years since Dred Scott,

the one-time slave, gained liberty for him.
self and his family. The question of his eman-
cipation had much to de with bringing on the
Civil War. It was a Missouri lawyer who
pressed the issue upen public attention. The
Supreme Court would have acted more wisely
to have faced the issue than to have evaded it.
Evasion never settled anything.

More than fourseore years passed from the
time Montgomery Blair, brother of the famous
Missouri counselor, F'raneis P. Blair, Jr,
appeared in a time of great stress and publie
excitement in behalf of this poor slave, plead-
ing for his physical liberty, when another
famous counselor, Judge Joseph F. Ruther-
ford, also from Missouri, appeared before the
same tribunal, pleading, this time, on behalf
of the frec men and women of the future, the
boys and girls, children of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, who today are beaten as Dred Scotit
was beaten, choked as perhaps he was choked,
kicked as perhaps he was kicked, threatened
as perhaps he was threatened, and ostraeized
as he was certainly ostracized, and all because
they can not and will not worship any erea-
ture or thing in violation of the express com-
mand of the Creator himseclf, set down in
Exodus 20: 3-5.

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above,
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth: thoun shalt not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them.

The demand of any person or persons that
any other person must worship (salute—bow
to) any flag, no matter how good the govern-
ment it represents, is a demand that can not
and will not be compiied with: It is an illegal
demand, and a plain violation of every prin-
ciple for which the United States flag stands.
It is leading the United States into Armaged-
don as surely as it entered the Civil War.
When the Civil War was over there were no
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glaves, but multitudes had perished. When
Armageddon is ended there will be no little
folks kicked, choked and beaten because they
love and worship God, but all their enemies
will have gone for ever.

The Dred Scott Case

Dred, born in Missouri about 1810, was & slave
of Dr, Emerson, an army surgeon, who took him
in 1834 to Rock Island, Til., and May 1838 to
Fort Snelling, Wisconsin Territory {now Minne-
sota} where he married Harriet, a elave of his
master, and had two children, Slavery was illegal
in both places: in Illinois by its constitution, in
Wisconsin {upper Louisiana Purchase) by the
Missouri Compromise. In 1€38 he was taken back
to Missouri—Saint Louis.

Here in 1848 was living the eminent free-soil
lawyer, Franeis P. Blair, Jr. He learnegd of Dred’s
migrations, and wishing to test the right of slavery
to reclaim persons once free, induced Dred on be-
ing whipped by his master to sua for assault and
battery in the State Circuit Court of Saint Louis
Cotinty, Blair and his free-soil friends furmished
funds and legal assistanece. The snit was sustain-
able only if Dred was a free citizen charging wvio-

_lenee from another citizen; and the court held that

his residence on free soil had made him free, and
there was no legal power to re-enslave him. Appesl
was taken to the supreme court of Missouri, which
reversed the decision; the two associate justices
against the chief justice decided that Emerson had
only made a temporary change of domicile in
obedience to government orders, that his property
was held nocording to the laws of his permanent
domicile, and that Seott’s servile character was
merely in abeyance and fully resumed on return
to Missouri.

[The case at length got to the United States
Supreme Court. ] '

It wae argned at the December terms of 1855
and 1B56. Montgomery Blair (brother of Francis
P.}) and George Ticknor Curtis (brother of Judge
Curtis) were eounsel for Scott . . . Justiee Nelson
prepared & brief abstraet of the deeision; but the
publie excitement over the slavery question was so
intense and menacing to the Ufon ( just after the
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Buchanan-Fremont election), that it was decided
td have Chief Justice Taney write a full and eare-
ful review of the whole law on the subjéct of slav-
ery, in hope of making the members of the free-soil
party accept it contentedly and cease their agita-
tion. Taney and six assistant judges ‘ecencurred
against Scott; Curtis and McLean dissented.

"The written ‘decisions were withheld from the
public till 6 Mareh 1857, two days after the in-
anguration, fo aveid embrolhng Pierce’s lIast
mionths, The decision proper was essentially the
sime .26 that of the Supreme Court of Missouri;
that Dred Seott as a negro was not a citizen of the
United States within the intent of the constitution,
and therefore the Cirenit Court had no jurisdietion
and the suit should be dismissed.

_[The decision “inflamed the public wrath
immeasurably”.]

The dissenting judges pressed the netorious dis-
tinetion between citizenship and suffrage; called
aftention to the Constitution’s repeated mention of

the negroes as “persons,” and to the faot that free-

negroes were actually voters in five of the states in
1787, and were s0 even yet save where the Btates
had changed their Constitutions te - disfranchise
them; and held that the civil rights of free negroes
were the same at least as those of women and
minors. . . . The whole question was soon decided
by the war.—The Encyclopedia Americana.

Points of Comparison

Dred Seott and his family were born slaves,
and for a time the laws and courts stood be-
tween them and liberty. The human family
were born slaves of that “prince of this world”,
or.-“gad of this world”, who invited Jesus up
into a mountain and showed Him all the gov-
ernments of the world, present and future,
and promised Him that He might have them

all if He would fall down and worship him..

In effect this was an eifort to get Him to ‘salute
the flag’.

It cannot be denied that ‘the whole world
lieth in the wicked one, and they are taken
captive by him at his wlll’ nor can it be de-
nied that the Creator has promﬂed that His
Son Christ Jesus shall have ‘the uttermost

parts of the earth for His possession; He shall
break them with a red of iron; He shall dash’
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel’. (Psalm
2:8,9) “And in the days of these kings shall
the (lod of heaven set up a kingdom, which

shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all these king-
doms, and it shall stand for- ever. »
2: 4.

Jehovah's witgesses have come to the clear
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— Daniel

knowledge that Jehovah’s Kingdom is now
functioning in the earth and every other gov-
ernment will be dissolved in Armageddon,
when the Theocraey for which Jesus taught
His followers to pray shall be ruling in all its
power, and the time shall have come when “the
saints of the Most High shall take the king-
dom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even
for ever and ever”.—Daniel 7:18

Dred Secott lived at the time when slavery
was about to perish in the Civil War. Jeho-
vah’s witnesses and their children live at the
time when slavery to the Devil has already
perished as far as they are concerned and
slavery is to perish utterly at Armageddon.
Meantime it is their privilege to “appeal to
Caesar” (that is, appeal to the eourts}, as did
Paul, the apostle. And in the case of Jeho-
vah's witnesses there is the further reason,
that the United States government has offi-
cially decided that it is & Christian govern-
ment. .

The Majority Opinion

The majority opinion of the Supreme Court
delivered June 3, 1940, was not in aceord with’
the argument so ably presented by Judge
Rutherford at 2:30 p.m. April 25, and re-
corded on pages 19 to 24 of Consolation
No. 540, [See also the editorial entitted *The
Supreme Court on Trial”, which constitutes
the leading article in No. 541.] The majority
opinion, an eight-to-one deeision, is summa-
rized by The United States Law Week as
follows :

Requirement of the board of edueation of a
Pennsylvania school distriet that pupils salute the
national flag in a daily school excreise as a eon-
dition of attendance at such public schools, en-
foreed against the religious ohjeetion of members
of a seet known as “Jehovah's witnesses,” does
not infringe the liberty guaranteed by the Four-
teenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution.

¥t is well established that religious freedom does
Kot operate to relieve the individual from obedience
to general laws nof aimed at the promotion or re-
striction of. religious beliefs. Although past cases
have involved exertion of legislative power to pro-
mote some specific interest of seenlar society, such
as protection of the family, promotion of health
or the éommon defense, these are specific activ-
ities of governmeént all ‘of which presuppose thé’
existenee of an organized politieal soeiety. The
flag is the symbot of our national unity and as such
fosters the “cohesive sentiment” which is the foun-
dation of thai organized society.

“Btate legislatures and schiool authorities are not
“barred from determining the appropriateness of
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warious means fo evoke that unifying  sentiment
withont which there ean ultimately be no liberties,
civil or religious”. That end is legitimate. “The
effective means for its altainment zre still so un-
certain and so unauthenticated by science as to
preelude us from putting the widely prevalent be-
lief in flag-saluting beyond the pale of legislative
power. It moeks reason and denies our whole his-
togy to find in the allowance of a requirement to
salute our flag on fitting oeccasions the seeds of
sanietion for obeisance to a leader.”

American Bar Association Opinion

The Committee on the Bill of Rights, of the
American Bar Association, consisting of Gren-
ville Clark, chairman {of the New York Bar),
Douglas Arant {of the Alabama Bar), Zecha-
riah Chafee, Jr, (of the Rhode Tsland Bar),
Osmer C. Fitts {of the Vermont Bar), Lloyd
K. Garrigon (of the Wisconsin Bar), George
1. Haight {of the Tllinois Bar), Monte M.
Lemann (of the Louisiana Bar), Ross 1., Ma-
lone, Jr. (of the New Mexico Bar), Burton
W. Musser (of the Utah Bar), Joseph A, Pad-
way (of the Wisconsin Bar), and Charles P.
Taft (of the Ohio Bar), presented a brief to
the United Stiates Supreme Court on the same
day that Judge Rutherford addressed the
Court on this subject.

In that brief these able men expressed the
opinion that, as far as Jehovah’s witnesses are
concerned, the flag salute must be regarded as
a religious ritual; that there is no public need
for a compulsory flag salute overriding sueh
seruples; that legislation is new in America
which would compel a particular form of ex-
pression, such as the flag salute; that a com-
pulsory flag salute is a very different thing
from a voluntary flag salute; that compulsory
salute legislation is void because it unjusti-
fiably infringes upon the liberty of an individ-
nal, and that the eompulsory flag salute cannot
be sustained on the ground that publie school
education is granted as a matler of graee so
that the requirement, even though arbitrary
and eaprielous, can be cnforced by expulsion
from the publie sehool.

‘A few paragraphs taken from the Bar As-
soeiation Brief will be read with interest by
all:

First: Neither the legislative branch nor the
courts have any power to declare that a given prac-
tice does not and cannot carry a religious sig-
nificance, in the face of an individual’s sincere and
honest determination that for him a religious sig-
nifleance cxiztzs. Consequenlly the finding of faet
thal the respondent children sincerely regurded the
JULY. 24, 1940

salute as a religions ritual forbidden by the Second

Commandment is a conclusive answer to the con-
tention that the salute must be conzidered merely
2 patriotie ceremony which cannof have any . re-
ligicus significance. To hold otherwise and thus to
deny the right of private judgment as o what
carrics a religious meaning would, we shall submit,
strike at the heart of religious fr cedom.

Second: Granting thal the Siale, under some
eirenmstances, can constifutionally U\-EI’I‘ldE reli-
gious seruples, such action cannot constitutionally .
be taken unless there is a eclear showing that the
overriding of the individual’s religious helief is
essential in the publie interest. No such showing,
we shall submit, has been made here; and conse-
guenity the sehool reguiation cannot be upheld as &
reagonable measure in the public intorest,

In our view, the two points jusl stated should,
for clarity, be carefully separated and dealt with
as distinet 1ssucs, The former involves the question
whether the righl of private judgment as to the
relipions eontent of a particular praetice shall be
beld inviolate. The second point relates to a wholly
different matter, »4z.; Asswning the existence of
the religions seruple, under what cireumstances
may the Blate constitutionally override -it? The
seeond guestion is of a character that the courts
have heen accustomed to deal with in & variety of
situations. But the first issue, as to whether 1t is
within the power of legislature or court to pass
upon the faet of the existence of a particular reli-
gious seruple or its validily, involves the guestion
whether our courts are to enter upon an unfamiliar
type of determination in theological matters.

Third: We shall submit that even if no question
of religions liberty is deemed to be here involved,
there is another and broader ground vpon which leg-
islation of this character should he held void, »iz.,
that to eompel the salute over objection is an un-
constitutions] infringement upon individual lib-
erty, even thongh the refusal to comply is not
deemed o mvolve a religious question. The state
courts have said several tunes, in broad terms, that
the legislature may properly enact laws™o promate
lovalty and morale and that the eompulsory salute
may he justificd as an exercise of legislailive dis-
cretion as to the means to be employed to thal end.
The hreadth of the language used in expressing
this thought gives one pause and raises unsLmns
of a serious character.

When it is said that the legislalure has & broad
diseretion to preseribe ecremonies in order to pro-
mote loyalty, it is fair to ask how far Lhis doetrine
extends, For instanee,suppose that under such a doe-
trine a law were enacted requiring all adait persons
to sulete the flag at fized intervalz, Would such a
law be econstitutional ungder our sysiem of govern-
ment even in the absence of an assertion of rek-
gious zeruples as the gronnd of opposition? We
shall submit that it would not be constitutional;
and 1f this posilion be sound, the gquestion arises
whether there is a constitutional difference between
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the imposition of the compulsory flag salufe upon
children and the 1mpodition of a like requirement
upon - adults. :

‘We respectfully suggest that this Court shonld
consider the implications which are inherent in the
broad language used by some of the state courts
as to the extent of legislative diserefion to require
eeremonies of this sort. And we shall submit that
this Court should held, if necessary, that the eom-
pulsory flag salate is uneonstitutional even if the
refusal to conform thereto is not treated as involv-
ing an issue of religions liberty.

Fourth: Apart from the main issues above men-
tionad, there is also a subsidiary question of a more
technical nature, as to whether the right 1o attend
state supported schools is a mere privilege the en-
joyment of which ean be conditioned in any way
that the Btate sees fil. Under a fourth heading, we
shall submit that any such contention as a ground
for the dismissal of this snit for reinstatement is
without basis.

Further Excerpts from the Brief

The record of history shows that the existence
and seriousness of religious beliefs are not to be
measured by the eurrent opinion of the time. His-
tory shows that the existence of religious seruples
Hes in truth and fact within the breast of the in-
dividual and nowhere else; and no curren! opinion
or fints of legislatures or couris have ever beon able
to establish that a particular act or ceremony has
no religious significance when the individual him-
gelf asserts the eontrary.

The truth is that the attempt to adjudge whether
or not & particular ceremony ¢an have or does in
faet have a religions significance is something be-
yond the compeience of legislatures and eourts,
This is s0 for fhe simple Teason that whether or
not such religions significance cxists lies inherently
within the mind and heart of the individual man
Or woman.

The Committee respectfully suggests that this
Court shoyld definitely repudiate the ides that a
governmental agency can predicate avy official
action whatsoever upon the notion that it, rather
than the individual, can determine whether or not
a particular ceremony earrvies a religious signif-
ieance. When the legisiature, the execntive, or the
courts enter this sphere, they are doing no more
or less than attempting to tell the individual what
is or is not displeasing to God. . . .

It follows that a recognition of this new ground
-—the presumed promotion of lovaliy and morale—
a3 8 basis for the overruling of religiouns seruples
would be o new extension of legislative power. The
present dominanee of tofalitarian ideas in other
parts of the world suggests that an extension of
* legislative power in this direction should be viewed
witk suspicion and, in the absence of a showing of
clear necessity, should be condemned as & depriva-
tion of indivldual liberty without dwe process of
law. . . .~ :

6

'Never having encountered a compulsory salute

in their own school experience, many persons may

tend to regard the ceremony as a normal gesture
of respect io a national symbol. They may thus
fail to appreciate the distinetion in practical effect
between a voluntary and compelled ceremory. The
difference iz, however, fundamental. Persons who
willingly give a voluntary salute find that it in-
creases their own loyalty. Then they may asswhe
that, as'a matter of course, the compulsory salute
will increase the loyelty of others. But it by no

means follows that the same effect of increased

Yoyalty will be caused by a salute given only under
compulsion and in violation of one's deepest econ-
vigtions. The willing saluler easily assumes that
failure to salute even under compulsion shows a
lack of loyalty. Because the willing act of saluting
is associated with loyalty in his own mind, he may
assume that the failure of others to salute under
compulsion is asseciated with disloyalty, But plain-
ly this is not the faet. A concrete proof to the
contrary is that the lower courts have expressly
found, as indeed it has been proved or assumed in
every litigated flag salule case, that the children
are loyal American citizens and have not intended
to show any disrespect for the Glovernment. . . .

How About Making Everybody Salute?
It may be said that a portrait of a man differs
from the flag in thai the flag is merely an abstract
symbol., Whether such a distinction is valid may
be tested by inquiring whether it would be eonsti-
tutioval for the legislature to require all persons,
young and old (except young infamts, the infirm
and the siek}, to salute the flag at staied intervals.
The statute of Pennsylvania in the case at har per-
mits the sclioo] authorities to require the salite
from childreh; and statutes of other states directly
require the veremony and frequently prescribe ifs
freqnency, #uch a8 once a week and even daily. The
requircment .of the salute from the whole popula-

tion would therefore bo merely # matter of extend-

ing these very statutes to a different age group.
Specifically, let us suppose that a statute of
Pennsylvania or New York should require the
whole adult population to give this parlieular form
of salute onde a week at a time ta be fixed by the
Governor or other executive agency. l.et us supposs
that many citizens refused to comply, but none on
religious grounds. Some would presumably refuse
on grounds of mere inconvenience ; others might ob-
jeet to the particular form of the salute as too much
resembling the Nazi and Fascist ealutes. Still others
would doubtless invoke their “liberiy” as Ameri-
can ecitizens without further speeifying what they
bad in mind. Let us suppose that these objectors
were arrested and put on trial as to whether they
should suffer penalties for their nop-compliance
and that they were to plead the unconstitutionality
of the legislation as depriving them of their “Hib-
erty” under the Fourteenth Amendment. Would
this plea be good? .
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-+ We submit that the plea wounld be good and that
such legislation wonld he unconmsiitutional. The
requirement of such a rifual is elearly alien to onr
institutions. It wonld be an intolerable invasion of
individual liberties. Because it is inherent in the
very mature of Americans {o resent unnecessary
asgertions of aothority, such a measure would not
furiher the end of promoting loyalty and strengih-
ening morale, but would have preeisely the oppo-
site ecffcet. It would be unecopstitutional hecause
there would be no “appropriate relation” between
the legislative command and the preseribed punish-
ment, on the one hand, and the avowed objective on
the other.

As already pointed ont, it was not until the first
of these flag salute staiutes was enacted that any
American Government hed attcmpted to force its
cifizena (not in military service] to go through
any form of ceremony similar to this, We suggest
that the supposed legislation would be held void
for the broad reason that such an enerpachment on
the liberty of the eitizen would be unnecessary and
unressenable and wholly inconsistent with the
spirit of our institutions.

1f the above eonclusion be sound in respect of
legislation seeking to compel a salute from the
whole population, does preeizely similar legisla-
tion beecome valid merely Dbeeause it is restricted
Ao children of school age? We suggest that this dif-
ference is not snfficient to susiain the legislation. .

The philosophy of free institutions is now bcmg
suhjected to the most severe test it has ever under-
pone. Advoeates of totalitariun government point
to the speed and efficiency with which such systems
are administered, and assert that democracy ecan
oifer nothing to outweigh these advantages. The
answer is to be found in the value of eertain basic
individual rights and the assurance afforded by free
institutions that these shall not be required to vield
to majority pressure no malter how overwhelming.

American Civil Liberties Union

The Ameriean Civil Liberties Union pre-
sented a bricf on the flag issue at the same time
that Judge Rutherford addressed the Supreme
Court of the United States on that subject.
From that brief are now quoted a few of the
many interesting paragraphs which it con-
tains. - _

None of the signers of this brief are members of
Jehovah's wilnesses, nor do they share the religions
convietion that saluting the flag viclates the law
of God. But they and the Union consider that the
jasues raised by the record in this case, and the
still graver isstues which lie just beyond it, are of
vital importanee not only to the religious freedom
of individual American citizens, but to the sources
of that deep affection and confidence from which
alone can spring an ebiding popular loyalty to the
American system of government and the Ameri-
ean flag. .

JULY;, 24, 1940

The respondents beleve that God has command-
ed them to withhold the salute from any flag what-
soever,—and of their obligations to their Creator
they mnst of necessity, be the final judges on thia
enrth. That the Board of Education of Miners-
ville has deprived ihem of the liberty of school
attendance,—and threatened to deprive them of
other liberties,—-in eonsequence of their loyalty to
their religion, seems to ns perfeetly clear. Was it
within the Board of Eduecation’s authority, as the
body charged with the secular edueation of the
children of Minersville, to do what it has done?
Was it within the police power of the State seting
throngh its agency, the School Board? We know
of no direct precedent for the solution of such &
problem under the Constitution of the United
States. . . .

It was never more important fo reaffirm and
give meaning to the principle of religions liberty.
than today. The principle that matters of religion
are to be decided by the individual and not by
Government, be it Court, Legislature or Execntive,
should he unmistakably reaffirmed by this Court
in this case. The principle that religious balief and
practice are within the guarantees of the First and
Fourteenth Amendments, protected from State in-
terference, should be firmly established, And it
shonld be made clear that the only purpeses for
which a State may exercise its police powers are
in the domain of action, and not the heart.

In this ease, no praetieal consideration justifies
aoiling our national emblem “with the tears of a
little ehild” whe, in the view of most of us, maw
he misguided or even misinstroeted, but whose re-
ligious eonvictions, in the absence of overwhelming
puﬁhc necessity, must be respected and not penai-
1ze

The Newspapers and the Fldg

Among the newspapers of the United States
that heve published editorials differing from
the majority opmlon of the United States Su-
preme Court in the flag case are the following:

Asbury Park (N.I.) Press; Altoona {Pa.)
Mirror; Arvin (Calif.) Tiller; Ann Arbor
(Mich.} News; Arlington (Kans.} Enter-
prise; Auburn (N.Y.} Ciltizen-Adveriiser;
Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal; The American
Freeman, Girard, Kansas; The American
Guardmn Oklahoma City, Okla. ; The Amer-
ican Protestant Watzhmgton D.C.; ; Bridge-
port (Conn.) Post; Boston (Mass.) Post;
Boston (Mass.) Herald; Birmingham (Ala.)
Age-Herald and News; Baltimore (Md.)
Sun; Boston {(Mass.) Transcript; Bayonne
(N.J.) Times; Brockton (Mass.) Enterprise;
Butte Montena Slandard; Buffalo (N, Y.)
Times; Bismarck (N. Dak.) Tribune; Benton
Harbor (Mich.) News-Palladium; Sonora
(Calif.} Banner and News; Buffale (N.Y.)
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Caum'ar-Ezpreee, Chicago (TIL) Tribune;
Chicago (Ill.) News; Christian Cenfury,
Chieago, T1.; Chlcago (T1.) Times; The
Covenant Weekly, Chicago, 1l1.; Cineinnati
(Ohio) Enguirer; Cincinnati (Ohio) Post;
Columbus (Ohio) Cifizen; Columbus (Ohio)
State Journal; Camden (N.J.) Courier-Post;
Cleveland (Ohio) News; Cleveland {Ohio)
Plain Dealer; Cleveland (Ohio) Press; Svens-
ko Amerikonaren Tribunen, Chicago, Ill,

Dallas (Texas) News; Dallas (Texas) Dis-
patch-Journal;, Dweily News, Wellington,
Kans.; Denver (Colo.) Post; Decatur (Iil.)
Herald; Detroit (Mich.) Times; Duluth
{(Minn.} Hereld; Des Moines (Iowa) Regis-
ter; Dayton (Ohio) News; Deilroit (Mich.)
Free Press; The Daily Republic, Mitehell,
3. Dak.; Easton (Pa.) Herald; Fort Myers
(Fla.) News-Press; Fergus Falls (Minn.)
Journal; Frederick (Okla.) Press; Fort
Worlh (Texas) Siar-Telegram; C(Cireenfield
(Mass.) Recorder-CGuzetle; Greenfield (Mass.)
Shopping News; (Glens Falls (N.Y.) 71mes,
Glenwood (Mlnn) Hergld; Great Falls
(Mont.) Tribune; Hemet (Ca!if.) News;
- Hollywood (Calif.) Cifizen-News; Hartford
(Conn.) Courant; Johnstown (Pa.) Demo-
crot; Johnstown( Pa.) Dadly Tribune; Jack-
gsonville (Fia.) Journal; Key West (Fla.)
Citizen; Kansas City (Mo.) Jowrnal; Simp-
son’s Leader-Times, Kittanning, Pa.; Louis-
ville (Ky.) T¥mes; Louisville (Ky.) Courier-
Journal; Los Angeles (Calif.) Fzaminer;
Los Angeles (Calif.} News; Press-Telegram,
Long Beach, Calif.

Miami (Fla.) Herald; Miami (Fla.) News;
Milwaukee (Wis.) Senfinel; Minneapolis
(Minn.) 7Tribune; Massillon (Ohio) Tnde-
pendent; The Monitor, Aurora, Mo.; Mobile
(Ala.) Press; Memphis (Tenn.) Press-Scimi-
tar; Bartlesville (Okla.) Morning-Examiner;
News Bulletin, National Eduecation Associa-
tion, Washington, D.C. ; New York Times; New
York Herald Tribune; New York Daily News;
New York Post; New York Sunday Mirror;
New York World-T'elegram; The Nation, New
York city; Newark (N.J.) News; Newark
(N. J.) Ledger; North Adams (Mass.) Tren-
script; New Britain (Conn.) Hereld; Nash-
ville Tennesseenn; Oakland (Calif.) Tribune;
Oroville {Calif.}) Mercury-Reguster; Orlando
(Fla.) Sentinel; Omaha (Nebr.) World-Her-
ald; Plainfield (N.J.) Courier-News; Pagsaic
(N.J,} Herald-News; Portland Oregonian;
Portland (Oreg.} Journal; Pittsburgh (Pa.)
Press; Pittsburgh (Pa.) Courier; Philadel-
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phia (Pa.) Bullefin; Philadelphia (Pa.} Pub-
lic Ledger; Philadelphia (Pa.) Inguirer;
Philadelphia (Pa.} Transcript; Philadelphia
(Pa.) Record; Punxsutawney (Pa.) Spirif;
Pittsfield (Mass.) Fagle; Poethfinder, Wash-
ington, I).C.; Pueblo {(Colo.) Chieftain;
Portland (Maine) Express; Portland (Maine)
Press-Herald; Peru (Tud.) Tribune; Provi-
dence (R.1.) Journal; Quincy (Mass.} Patriot
Ledger; Rochester (N.Y.) Democrat and
Chronicle; Rochester (N.Y.) Times-Union;
Rockford (Fil.) Register; Redding (Calif.)
Record; Raleigh (N.C.) News and Observer.

San Franciseo (Calif.) Chronicle; Sacra-
mento {(Calif.) Uwion; Sacramento {Calif.)
Bee; San Diego (Calif.) Union; San Fran-
cigeo (Calif.) News; San Diego (Calif.) Sun;
Santa Rosa (Calif.) Independent; St. Louis
(Mo.) Glabe-Democrat; St. Louis {Mo.) Post-
Dispatch; St. Lounis (Mo.) Star-T'imes; Seatile
(Wash.) Post-Inielligencer; Seattle. (Wash.)
Star; Sault Ste. Marvie (Mich.) Bvening News;
Newark (N.J.) Call; Springfield (Mass.)

TUnion; Salem (Oreg.) Statesman; Steuben-

ville (Ohio) Herald-Star; Springfield ((Ohio)
News-Sun; Shreveport (La.) Journal; Welles-
ley (Mass.) Townsman; Tampa (Fla.) Times;
Tallahassee (#la.) Democrat ; Tacoma (Wash.)
Labor Advecate; Tacoma (Wash.) Times;
Tacoma (Wash.) News-Tribune; Trenton
(N.J.) Stale Gozette; Toledo (Qhio) Blade;
Tucson Arizone Star; Topeka (Kans.) Capi-
tal; Urbana (TI1.) C(mmer, Utica (N.Y.)
Obeerwr Dispatch,

Washington {D.C.) Herald-Times; Wash-
ington (1).C.) Ster; Washington (D.C.) Post;
Waterbury ((mnn) Republican; Waterbury
(Conn.} American; Washington (Pa.) O0b-
server and Keporter; West Philadelphia (Pa.)
Chronicle; Athenmum, Morgantown, W. Va.;
Intelligencer (Wheeling, W. Va); Tribune,
Willmar, Minnm; Sunr, Westerly, R.1.; White
Plains (N.Y.) HReporter; Winston-Salem
(N.C.) Journal; Youngstown (Ohio) Tele-
gram; Youngstown (Ohio) Vindicalor,

The Minority Opinion
The minority oplmon which was dehvered
by Mr. Justice Stone, is of 'speeial interest to
those familiar with the Dred Secott case, to
members of the American Bar Association,
to the American Civil Liberties [Tnion, to 171
of the leading newspapers of the United
Stafes, to the public in general interested m
the preservation of civil liberty, and, most of
all, to the people of good will toward Jehovah
CONSOLATION



God, who hope to see the vindication of Jeho-
vah’s name at Armageddon. It may he that
because of this dissenting opinion the great
and good God may permit Mr. Justice Stone
to pass through Armageddon and over into
"the reign of peace and justice and truth and
henesty which is the heart’s desire of every
true child of God. His courageous dissenting
opinion is printed in full.

I think the judgment below should be affirmed.

Two youths, now fifteen and sixteen years of age,
are by the judgment of this Court held liable to
expulsion ﬁ*om%:he public sehools and to denial of
all publiely supported educational privileges be-
" cause of their refusal fo yield to the eompulsion of
a law which commands their participation in a
school eeremony contrary to their religious convie-
tions, They and their father are eitizens and have
not exhibited by any aclion or statement of opin-
ion, any disloyalty to the Government of the United

States, They are ready and willing to ohey all its’

laws which do not confliet with what they sincerely
befieve to be the higher commandments of God. It
is not doubted that these convictions are religious,
that they are genuine, or that the refusal to yield
to the compulsion of the law is in good faith and
with all sineerity. It would be a denial of their
faith as well as the teachings of mosi religions to
say that children of their age could not have reli-
gious convietions,

The law which is thus sustained is unique in the
history of Anglo-American legislation. It does more
than suppress freedom of speech and more than
prohibit the free exercise of religion, which con-
cededly sre forbidden by the First Amendment and
are violations of the hberty guaranteed by the
Fourteenth, For by this law the state seeks to
coerce these children to express a sentiment whick,
ag they interpret it, they do not entertain, and

. which violates their deepest religions sonvietions,
It is not denied that sueh compulsion is a prohibited
infringement of personal liberty, freedom of speech
and religion, guaranteed by the Bill of Rights,
except in so far as it may be justified and sup-
ported as a proper exercize of the state’s power
over publiec education, Since the slate, in eompeli-
tion with parenis, may through teaching in the
public sehools indoctrinate the minds of the young,
it is said that in ald of its undertaking to inspire
loyalty and devotion to constituted authority and
the flag whieh symbolizes it, it may cocrce the
pupil to make affirmation eontrary to his helief and
1 violation of his religious faith. And, finally, it
is said that sinee the Minersville School Board and
others are of the opinion that the country will he
better served by conformiiy than by the observance
of religious liberty which the Constitntion pre-
scribes, the gourts are not free to pass judgment
on the Board’s choiee,

Cuncededly the constitutiona! gunaranties of per-
sonal liberty are not always absolutes. Government

JuLy 24, 1940

has a right to survive and powers conferred upon
it are not necessarily set at naught hy the express
prohibitions of the Bill of Rights, It may make -
war and raise armies, Te that end it may compel
eifizens fo give military service, Selective Draft
Law Cases, 245 U, 8. 366, and subject them to mili-
tary training despite their relizious objections,
Hamilton v. Regents, 283 U. 8, 245, It may sup-
press religious practices dangerous to morals, and
presumably those also which are inimieal to publie
safety, health and good order. Davis v. Beason,
133 U. 8. 333. But it is a Jong step, and one which
I am unshle to take, to the position that govern-
ment may, as a supposed educational measure and
as # means of diseiplining the young, compel pub-
lic affirmations which vlo]a.te theiv religious econ-
science,

The wery fact that we have constitutional guaran-
ties of eivil liberties and the specifieity of their
command where freedom ¢f speech and of religion
are concerncd require some accommodation of the
powers which government normally exereises, when
no question of eivil liberty is involved, to the con-
stitufional demand that those liberties be protected
against the action of government itself. The. state
coneededly has power to require and eontrol the
eduecation of its citizens, but it cannot by a general
law compelling attendanee at publie schools pre-
clude attendance at a private sehool adequate in
its instruetion, where the parent seeks o secure
for the child the henefits of religicus instruction
not provided by the publie school, Pierce v. Bociety
of Sisters, 268 U. 5, 510. And only recently we
have held that the state’s authority to eontrol its
public streefs by gencrally applicable regulafions
18 not an absolute to which free speech must yield,.
and cannot be made the medinum of its suppres-
sion. Hague v. Commitiee of Industrial Organiza-
tion, 307 U.8. 496, 514, etseq., any more than
ean its anthority to penalize littering of the streets
by a general law be used to suppress the distribu-
tion of bandbills as s means of communicating
ideas to their recipients. Schneider v. State, 308
U. 8. 147,

In these cases it was pointed out that where there
are competing demands of the interests of govern-
ment and of liberty under the Constitution, and
where the performanee of governmental functions
it bronght into confliet with specific eonstitutional
restrietions, there must, when that is possible, be
reasonable accommodation between them so as to
preserve the essentials of botk and that it is the
funetion of ecourts to determine whether such ac-
commodation is reasonably possible, In the cases
just mentioned the Court was of opinion that there
were ways enough to seeure the legitimate atate
end without infringing the asserted immmnity, or
that the inconvenience caused hy the inability to
seeure that end satisfactorily through other means,
did not outweigh freedom of speech or religion, Seo
here, even if we believe that sueh eompulsions will
contribute to national unity, there are vther ways
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to teach lovalty and patriotism which are the
gourees of national unity, then by compelling the
pupil to sffirm that which he does not believe and
by ecommanding a form of affirmance which vio-
lates his religious conmvielions, Without recourse
to such compulsion the state is free to compe! ai-
tendanee st scheol and require teaching by instrue-
tion and study of all in our history and in the
struoture and organization of cur government, in-
cluding the guaranties of civil liberty which tend
to inspire patriotism and love of country. I ecan.
not say that government here is deprived of any in-
terest or function which it is entitléd to maintain
at the expense of the protection of civil liberties
by requiring it to resort to the alternatives which
do not ecerce an affirmation of belief.

The guaranties of eivil liberty are but gunranties
of freedom of the humen mind and spiritéand of
reasonable freedom end opportunity to express
them. They presuppose the right of the indinidual
to hold such opinions as he will and to give them
reasonably free expression, end his freedom, and
that of the state as well, to teach and persuade
others by the communication of idess. The very
essence of the liberty which they graranty is the
freedom of the individual! from compulsion a3 to
what he shall think and what he shall say, af least
whare the ecmpulsion is to bear false witness to
his religion. If these guaranties are to have any
meaning they must, I think, be deemed to with-
hold from the state any authority to compel helief
or the expression of it where that expression vio-
lates religious eonvietions, whatever may be the
legislative view of the desirability of suek com-
pulsion. _

History teaches ug that there have been but few
infringements of personal liberty by the state which
have not been justified, as they mre here, in the
name of righteousness and the public good, and
few whick have not been directed, as they are now,
at politically heiplesg mingrities. The framers were

pot unaware that under the system whick they .

created most governmental curtailments of personal

liberty would have the support of a legislative-

judgment that the publie interest would he better
gerved by its curtailment than by its constitutional
protection. I cannet coneeive that in preseribing,
g8 limitations upon the powers of government, the
freedom of the mind and spirit secured by the ex-
plicit guaranties of freedom of speech and religion,
they intended or rightly could have left any lati-
tude for a lepislative judgment that the eampul-
sory expression of belief which violates religious
eonvictions would better merve the publie interest
than their protection. The Constitution may well
elicit expressions of loyally to it and to the gov-
ernment which it ereafed, but it does not eommand
such expressions or otherwise %ive any indication
that eompulsory expressions of loyalty play any
such part in our scheme of government as to over-
ride the constifutional protection of freedom of
speech and religion. And while such expressions
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of leyalty, when voluntarily given, may promote
national-unity, if i8 guite another matter to say
that their eompulsory expression by children in-
violation of their own and their parents’ religious
convictions ean be regarded as playing so importaat
& part in our national unity as to leave school
hoards free to exaet it despite the constitutionsl
guarantee of freedom of religion. The very terms
of the Bill of Rights precinde, it seems to me, any
reconciliation of such eompulsions with the consti-
tutional guaranties by a legislative declarstion that
they are more important to the public weifare than-
the Bill of Rights. :

But even if this view be rejected and it is, con-
sidered that there is some scope for the detérming-
tion by legisliatures whether the citizen shall be
compelled to give public expression of such santi-
ments contrary to his religion, T am not persusded
that we should refrain from passing upon the legie-
letive judgment “as long a3 the remedial channels
of the democratic process remain open and unch-
structed,” This seems to me no more than
the surrender of the constitutional protec-
tion of the liberty of small minorities to
the popular will. We have previously pointed
to the importance of a searching judicial inquiry
into the legisiative judgment in situations ‘where
prejudice ngainst diserete and insular minorities
mey tend fo eurtsil the operation of those political
processes ordinarily to be relied on to protect mi-
norities, See United Stutes v. Carolene Products
Cp., 304 U. 8. 144, 152, note 4. And until now we
bave not hesitated similarly {o serufinize legisla-
tion restricting the civil liberty of zacial and reli-
gious minorities although no political process was
affected. Meyer v. Nebraska, 262 U, 8. 390; Pierce
v. Society of Sisters, supra; Farrington v. Toku-
shige, 273 U. 8. 284, Here we bave such a smgll
minority entertzining in good faith a religious be-
lief, which is such a departure from the usual
course of human conduct, that most persons are
disposed to regard it with little toleration or con-
cern. In such eirenmstances careful serutiny of
legislative efforts to secure conformity of belief and
opinion by a cempulsory affirmation of the de-
sired belief, is especially needful if civil rights are
fo recoive any protection. Tested by this standard
I am not prepared to say that the right of this
small and helpless minority, ineluding children hav-
ing & strong religious convietion, whether they un-
derstand its nature or not, to refrain from an ex-
pression obnoxions to their religion, is to be over-
borne by the interest of the state in maintaining
diseipline in the schools. '

The Constitution expresses more than the con-
viction of the people that democratic processes
must be preserved atf all costs. It is also an ex-
pression of faith and a command that freedom of
mind and spirit must be preserved, which govern-
ment must obey, if it is to adhere fo that justice
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and moderation without which no free government
can exist. For this reason it would seem
that legislation which operates to repress
the religious freedom of small minorities,
which is admittedly within the scope of
the protection of the Bill of Rights, must
at least be subject to the same judicial
scrutiny as legislation which we have re-
cently held to infringe the constitutional
liberty of religious and racial minorities.

With such scrutiny I cannot say.that

the inconveniences which may atten

some sensible adjustment of schoel dis-
cipline in order that the religious convic-
tions of these children may be spared, pre-
senis a problem se momentous or press-
ing as to outweigh the freedom from com-
pulsory violation of religious faith which
has been thought worthy of constitutional
protection.

A Terrible Decision

~

HERE is a tiny religious sect in the Unit-
ed States known as Jehoval’s witnesses—
a few in Massachusetts, a few in Texas, a few
in Pennsylvania, & few elsewhere, perhaps
20,000 in a country of 130,000,000. - -
"Small religious seets often have ideas re-
garded by most of us as peculiar. There is &
seet in Ohio, for example, which bers the use
of buttons on clothing as heing too worldly,
so the brothers and sisters use hooks and eyes.
The small sect known as Shakers believes the
sexes should live separately The Holy Rollers
are so cglled hecause, in emotional rehg&ous
ecstasy, they roll on the floor.

The peculiar thing about Jehovah’s wit-
nesses is that they are forbidden by their relj-
glon to salute the flag. This does not mean that
they are unpatriotic, that they do not love
their country. It simply means that, as they
read the Seriptures, to salute the flag is to vio-
late the divine commandment stated in verses
3, 4 and 5 of the Book of Exodus, [chapter 20]
forbidding the bowing down to a graven image.

This, as we say, is very, very peculiar, but
the members of Jehovah’s witnesses de not
think so; they are very sincere about this part
of their belief, so mueh so that they are willing
{0 go to jail rather than salute the American
flag or any other flag; they are willing further
to risk the anger of mobs—which is g lot more
than many professional flag-wavers are will-
ing to do, Last Saturday, 40 Jehovah’s wit-
nesses were rescued from such a mob in
?dfessa, Tex., and placed in jail for their be-

fef.

Yesterday the Supreme Court of the United
States, by the ineredible vote of 8 to 1, held
constitutional a regulation requiring school
children to salute the flag, and, just as inered-
ibly, the celebrated liberal Felix Frankfurter
delivered the majority opinion.

JULY 24, 1240

The case involved two small children, Lil-
lian and William Gobitis, 12 and 10 years old,
members of Jehovah’s witnesses, who refused
to salute the American flag as a part of the
daily exereises in a public schoo! in Miners-
ville, Pa. The children were expelled from
sehool and the ease eventually found its way
to the highest court in the land.

In fighting their case, Jehovah’s witnesses
acquired an unexpected ally: the Committee
or: the Bill of Rights of the ‘Ameriean Bar As-
soeiation, headed by the famous lawyer, Gren-
ville C]ark of the New York law firm formerly
headed by Elihu Root.

A powerful argument! was made by Mr.
Clark’s committee. It is contained in a 45-page
written brief signed by, among others, Charles
P. Taft, Lloyd K. Garrison, Monte. W, Le-
mann and Zechariah Chafee, Jr. The brief in
learned and eloquent language upheld the
right of Jehovah’s witnesses to worship God
in their own way—a right guaranteed by the
first amendment to the Constitntion of the
United States,

We wish we eould guote at length from the
American Bar Association’s brief, but perhapa
this one passage will be enough:

The philosophy of free institutions is now being
subjected to the most severe test it has ever under-
gone, Advoeales of totalitarian government point
to the speed and efflciency with which such sys-
tems are administered, and asscrt that democraey
can offer nothing to outwelgh these advaniages.
The answer is to be found in the value of eertain
basie individual rights and the sssurance afforded
by free institutions that these shall not be required
to yield to majority pressure, no matter how over-
whelming.

The worth of onr system must ultlmately he
indged in terms of the importance of those values
and the care with which they are safeguarded. We
eonsider them immeasurably important. We believe
that the letter and spirit of our Constitution de-
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thand vindieation of the individual liberties which
are abridged by the ehallenged regulation.

But this argument was cast aside by the
Supreme Court, and now by judicial fiat Lil-
lian and William (Gobitis will be compelled to
'peri'orm an action which, in their creed, is a
sin against God.

We think this decision of the United States
Supreme Court is dead wrong. We think its
decision is a violation of Ameriean prineiple.
‘We think it is a surrender to popular hysteria,
_If patrietism depends on such things as this
—on violation of the fundamental right of
religious freedom, then it becomes not a noble
emotion of love for country, but something to
be rummed down our throats by the law.

We honor Justice Stone, who refused to
lend himself to it.—St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

The Witness in Eire

@ The company at Dublin is now getting well
into its stride. Meetings are held regularly each
Sunday in a smart reom over the Broadway
Café, (" Connell Street—this is the main street
of Dublin and is one of the finest streets in the
whole of the British Isles. An attendance of
between 15 and 20.is recorded each Sunday.
The first meeting is divided up into half an
hour Salvaiion study and half an hour Serviee
meeting. Then an hour later The Waichiower
is studied. The work in Dublin has to be done
chiefly amongst the Protestants,—if it is to
be done at all, However, many Roman Cath-
olics are hearing of the truth for the first time,
through their Protestant friends, as shown by
the following experienees:

(One publisher reports: “A person of good
will possessing o radic-gram received a set of
records on loan, When T called back to eollect
them I was told that 14 people who had come
to a party gathering had heard the lecture
through. Seven of the party were Roman Cath-
olies, and it was they who asked to have the
lecture run over again as they had never heard
anything like it before in their lives.”

. Another person- who owned a.radio-gram
was loaned a set and reported with enthusiasm
that 16 friends and relatives had heard it at
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one sitting.. Still another person reported 22
listeners in one week.

Many people of good will who have radio-
grams are pleaged to know that they ean have
the recordings on loan, and we try to accom-
modate ag many as possible by making a round
and exchanging them weekly, '

Another publisher reports: “I contacted a
member of the Communist party here in Dub-
lin, and in the course of conversation I in-
formed him that the Roman Catholic Hier-
archy was at the back of Communism. To my
surprise he gaid, ‘I did not know that, but it
doesn™t matter so long as they uphold our
cause’; proving that all the ’isms do not mind
what rotten racket is back of them so long as
their cause is upheld. This particular man was
arrested last week for taking part in demon-
strations. I wonder if he realizes that it is the
same racket that is at the back of his being
arrested.”

A Roman Catholic person in Dublin is show-

-ing good interest in the truth since a pioneer

—who i3 lodging with her—has brought the
message to her attention. This particular per-
son tells of an experience she had recently
when attending “mass™. She usually went irito -
the church at a certain door where the mem-
bers paid 2d on entering, This particular
morning she went to a different door, but was
stopped by the privst, who demanded 6d he-
fore letting her in. She indignantly refused,
and said she was not going to pay 6d just to
enter the house of God by a different door,
and she walked inside in spite of the priest.
This opened her eyes further to the hypoerisy
of religion, and when the priest. later called
at her home he got more than he bargained for.
She demanded to know where the Seriptures
mentioned “Purgatory”, ete. The priest was
beaten hands dewn, and was told that this per-
son was now finished with their racket. She
now attends the meetings of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses—Robert Anderson, Zone servant.

Mug Decumanus at Skewen
¢ Two elderly publishers had completed wit-
nessing a dead-end Catholie street and were
commencing to walk towards the remaining
open end, when they heard 2 number of loud
and harsh voices just round the corner.
“Where are they ?”” shouted someone.
“Round the corner,” shricked some women.
“How many are there?” demanded another,
“Two,” again responded the shrill voices
of women. _
CONSOLATION



Trrocracy magarine distributors, Eunfield, London, April, 1940

“Watch them coming into sight,” “Get them,
whatever you do,” ete., ete.

At hearing this fh(ﬁ evebhrows of ‘rhe two
friends lowered ay never before. What could
they do? go back? No, thal was impossible;
there was no means of escape; il was a dead
end.

Mustering all available courage they decid-
ed to “grin and bear it7 and go forward.

“What cruel men there are on the earth!
But what ean we expect? the Devil s in con-
trol; ‘in the midst of life we are in death,””
they muttered, resigned for the worst.

They were getting round the cornmer when
the threatening crowd came into sight. There
they stood, armed with upraised lomg siaves.

The iwo [riends shuddered; their end had
eome—when all at onee two rats burst out
from under the floor of an old wooden shed.

No sooner had the rats come into gight than
the staves crashed down upon them: fthey
moved no more.

Immediately it dawned upon the minds of
our heroes that the unfortumate ereatures were
the real objects of the wrath of ithe crowd.
Soon their ecyebrows commenced to resume
their former position; and their hearts re-
sumed normsl heartbeat, - S
JULY 24, 1940

from a long way off —Wm,

Not a Sheep Will Be Missed

® Proof that the King provides for thuse who
first weck Hig kingdom is tound in the case of
the Reitler family. As Russizn ecitizens of
derman deseent, they were exiled to Siberia
during the World War while others like them
but {please note} of Catholie faith were not
g0 exiled. Upon return to their old home after
the war they found it impossible there to serve
their God asg they felt they should; so, like
ancther of great faith, they wot themselves
and three children out of their country and
from their father’s house to another land
where the Lord led them, finally landing here
in Ameriea, near Pontize, on a, small farm,
Ere long a witness for Jehovah found them.
The Kingdom message fell on hungry ears
and today mother and father and four chil-
dren are all happy in active serviee under the
areat THROCRAT, TPor many yeuars they sought
the Kingdom, and the Lord led them to that
haven of refuge. [ is a pleasure Lo know them,
In spite of hardships which only stout hearts
and sturdy characters could withstand, their
faces are shining with the everlasting joy
their hearts longed for and which they have
found. The Lord semetimes guthers His sheep
P. Strong.
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Kingdom Publishers in Sweden

# I send a small photograph of the boat that
my husband, Carl Gustav Olsson, and I are
using in the work, visiting the isles and parts
of the coast of Sweden. Two years ago we
worked in the East Sea and visited between

200 gnd 300 isles in a few months. The last
two years we have been working at the west’

coest of Sweden, some places very priest-
ridden. But even here some come out and hail
the King of kings. Everything seems so un-
certain now, because of the war, but if it be
possible we hope to go to the East Sea apain
before the close of 1040,

It pleased the Lord to give ug this boat,
putting it into the minds of some friends that
we needed a hetter boat than the old one that
we had previously, And really it was an an-
swer to a prayer and need, as the old one sank
shortly after we got this one. It is more ex-
pensive to-use this boat, but it represents the
work better and we can get along more speed-
ily. It is thirty-three feet in length and has
& 25-horsepower motor. We use erude oil in-
stead of gasoline, We also have a small sail
to use st certain times. We need the Lord’s
protection and eare at all times, like all of
His people.

I must tell you of 2 woman eighty-four
years of age in Goteborg who symbolized by
water baptism] her consgeration some fime
ago. I had the privilege of being present and
seeing and hearing her expressions of joy. She
eould hardly hear and hardly move, but had
received the truth by reading the literature
and wanted but one thing, and that was that
she might be able to go out with the Kingdom
message.

Also, one little girl ten years of age, out in
the witness work, came to a door with the book-
let Warning, “What is this warning ¥’ some-
one asked her; and the child answered in cne

“Dorie,” Sweden, in the King's service
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word, “Religion.” '

Another little girl came to a doo? with the
buoklet Cause of Death, Somecne saw the {rin-
ity picture found therein and said “Yseh-i-
ana-me}’—that you will go with such things!
and the little girl responded, “And such things
you believe in!”
© A lady in Stoekholm was vigited by a2 wit-
ness who asked if she would renew her Conso-
lation. She said she had not even read it, and
shut the door. The witness knocked again, en-
gaged her in further eonversation, and after
a while she deeided to renew. As soon ag the
publisher had left she knelt before the Lord
and gave herself and her all to serve Him
beneeforth. She had been moving in high
eireles of soeiety, together with her husband,
but she now tock a firln stand for Jehovah,
went to the studies, went out with the Message
and witnessed beldly to her former friends.

She has two little boys and teaches them the
truth, The father tells them there is some-
thing wrong with the mother’s head. One day
she brought her boys to a meeting and after-
wards asked them if they could understand
anything of what was said. “Ah, yes!” they
replied, “we see now, mother, that you are
a lodhst!?

Since then the boys have been witnessing
to their eempanions at school.—IEllen Palm-
Olsson, Sweden.

Greek Pioneers in Egypt
® Greek pioncers, three of them working to-
gether, P. Spiropoulos, K. Kontopodias and
K Rodias, are having a wonderful time in
Egypt, cspeeially in the upper reaches of the
Nile. In 44 days they placed in the hands of
the truth-hungry people 1,156 bound books
CONSOLATION



and 4,484 booklets and had 1,504 phenograph
listeners and had experiences emough fo fill
a small book. One man was so enthusiastic
about the books (six of which he had previ-
ously read) that he grasped his skeptieel
eousin by the shoulders, foreing him to a sit-
ting position on the floor, and insisted that he
get the entire set ; their value to him could not
be less than five pounds for each book.

One man bhecame so absorbed in the booklet
Where Are the Dead? that he refused to take
time to eat until he had finished reading it.

Many priests and teachers took the books.
In one place there was opposition, but after
& record was played the opposers apologized,
with tears. One doetor hed been looking for
the books for years.

In one town Rodias had an unele, a business-
man that he knew was opposed to the truth,
and planned to avoid him. When he finally
ran across his unecle the latter was out with
the other workers helping them to place lit-
erature right and left,

“The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rieh;
and he addeth no sorrow therewith.”

Your Heart Might Beat

¢ Your life is made up to heartheats. When
it staps, you stop. You might get an extra beat
out of knowing about two little Massachusetts
girls, aged 7 and 11 years, who in the winter
of 1938-1939 were obliged to board awey from
home smang strangers in order to maintain
their integrity to the Most High (ed by re-
fusing to break the Second Commandment
through compulsory flag-salute, but although
they suffered the pangs of homesickness, they
remained true fo their consecration. In the
winter that followed, in the great and good
providences of God, these little folks were
able to be in their own home, and attend the
Kingdom Sechool at Saugus, Mass.; and een
you imagine the kick they got out of each one’s
having her own Waichtower and Consolation
" magazine route? “O taste. .. the Lord is good.”
JULY 24, 1940

Antigua Star Sets Suddenly

4 The Antigua (B.W.1) Star set suddenly
when it came cut in the morning with a bitter
attack on three of Jehovah’s witnesses and &
notiee that the police had been urged to sup-
press the activities of these proclaimers of the
good news of God’s kingdom, and in the after-
noon of the same day a contemporary paper
came out showing that the editor of the Siar
in his single screed had managed to work in
one insult, one malicions statement, one wrong
conjecture, two inconsistent statements, three
lies, and five misrepresentations, out of a total
of fifteen statements. Yes, you guessed his
“church”.

Lpoks Like a Sheep

# When, recently, I made my first cail at the
home of & eolored minigter, and announeced
myself as one of Jehovah’y witnesses, he in-
stantly asked to subscribe for The Wailch-
tower, before I even had a chance to present
it to him. When ] ealled back two weeks later
he requested 30 Face the Facts, 83 soon as I
had asked him if he would like to have some
to leave with his congregation. Three weeks
later he took 30 Fascism or Freedom booldets,
b Conselation of each issue, and 50 Kingdom
News No. 5.

How Gene Did It

¢ (lad to report that on our first Saturday
eut with The Watchiower and Consolation
we all are pleased with the Liord’s arrangement
in advertising The Theoeratic Government.
One seven-year-old publisher plated twelve
Consolation that afternoon. When he came in
to report I asked him, “Gene, how did you do
it; what did you say ¥’ He answered, “Oh, 1
just said, ‘Here ig a Consolation for five cents
that will tell yon all about a government that
will bring peace.” ”—J. A. Wiederspan, Nebr.

TuEOCRATIC Ppublishers in sunny Brazil
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Beven strapping Witnesser of fehovah setting off for a murning's work on the large Kingdom Farm
ct Tilingham in Essex. fn addizion to cbout twe hundred aires of covn, 7ooty and fudder erops
they cultivale ffteen acres of market gardens,  Produce from the farm goes to members of the culs

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

T Tilligham in Estex is the Kingdom  Lfowever, they are provided by the authoritie
Farmn where members of the Withesses  in Loodai with such Bwney as they may need.
of Jehovah wha have been exempled Mthou,ﬁh_lhelr calling inwsts that they recuain
from military service on the gronnds of nbu!rigl_ l.n the w.ar which, they azserr, 3y not
cotiscipntions  ebjection do  land  work, the spiritual Armageddon they fave been
Prod o th t's London b d- promised, thr Witnesses are ot bound by
rinfuce is senk 0 the sect's London hea brrlyconsicting reles and neiher smoking
guatters and to ™ Pioneer,”" or missionary, nor aleokol 9 forbidden to them.
homes. They ingist that they ure not Moifists, but
O the seventeen [ehuvah's Witnesss living  mether aze solliers of Christ the King and ane
on the farm. fuictéen are men and three are  fighting coganized  zeligion which is  “the
wonen, and none of the warkera i3 paid a wage,  greatest evit of all.””

When they are not werking on the farm, Jehtuah's Witnesses trandle an electrieal | * The Watch Tenoer,” to those wha have the money ta'Buy them.  Jnset, P
transcriptive machine round the country langs, 7!fq}?ﬁg the lectures of their | of the members having disposed of pamples of the sect's bterature, puts an u
Amgrican leader, Judpe Rutherford. They alia offer copies of their own magazing, | gremophone record of ane of the very many addresses made by fudy ﬁuwjgyg

{lustrated (london magazine) . .
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“The Last Days™ Here

HE term “last days”, as used in the Bible,

meang that period of time when Satan’s
uninterrupted rule or rule without interfer-
eénce comes to an end and Clod proceeds
through Christ Jesus the King to oust Satan
the Devil, and to destroy his organization and
gset up the Theocratic Government of right-
eousness. “The last days” therefore refers to
the end of Sutan’s rule and the beginning of
3od’s Theocratic Government under Christ
Jesus. It is the period of {ransition from wiclk-
edness to righteousness, and is maried by a
time of muech distress. Thoughtful persons
frequently propound this question: Is there
any proof that we are now living in the “last
days” of which mention is made in the Bible?

The period of time designated “the last
days” began in the autumn season of A.D.
1914. Chronology and prophecy of the Bible
show that 1914 marks the time that the “times
of the Gentiles” expired and “the last days”
began, and the physieal facts from and after
1914 prove the fulfillment of the prophecy,
therefore the beginning of “the last days”.
Jesus is the great Prophet of Jehovah, and
uttered much propheey which is now in eonrse
of fulfillment. He had bheen instructing His
disciples eoncerning the “last days”, and
ghortly before His death they came to Him and
propounded this question, which appears in
the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, to wit:
“Tell us, when shall these things be? and what
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the
end of the world¥"—Verse 3.

In answer to the question Jesus said noth-
ing about gazing into the sky, as a noted
clergyman reeently in a secoffing manner ad-
vised a humble inguirer for the truth, To
prove that we are in the last days of Satan’s
rule, Jesus said that the period of time would
begin by a world war, followed shortly by
famine and pestilence and earthquakes. The
proof is that world war, in which entire nation
rose zgainst entire nation, eame in 1914, and
that was quiekly followed by famine and pesti-

lence in many places of the earth, Jesus said

JULY 24, 1840

that such would mark the beginning of the
period of time, and then added that those who
at that time would act as Jehovah’s witnesses
to tell these triths to the people would be
hated by the ruling powers of all nations. The
physical faets show that in every part of
“Christendom” during the World War Jeho-
vah’s wilhiesses were cruelly persecuted mere-
1y beeause they were telling about God's king-
dom or Theocratic Government,

Furthermore, Jesus added that then many
wauld set snares and betray others and induce
them to turn away from God. Since 1914 in
particular there have been many professed
Christians doing this very thing, denying the
Bible and the kingdom of God, and turning
the people into infidelity. Jesus further added,
as additional evidence that we are in the last
days, that there would arise false prophets
and that these would deceive many. A Talse
prophet is one who elaims to speak for {iod
but does net. When (God’s true prophets were
sent to Jeruselem te give warning of the ap-
proaching fall of that religious city there also
came other men claiming to speak in the name
of (Rod who denied that there was any im-
pending danger and told the people that they
weare safe and the eity was going into greater
prosperity. CGod denounced these as false
prophets and caused them to die. (See Jere-
miah chapter 28.) Now Jehovah commands
that His faithful witnesses on earth shall tell
the people of the approaching disaster that is
soon to come upon “Christendom” and all of
Satan’s organization in the trouble known as
the great battle of Armageddon. At this same
time there come to the fore men elaiming tq
be teachers of God’s Word and who deny that
there is any impending danger to “Christen-
‘dom” and who tell the people that regardieas
of present- day eonditions peace and prosper-
ity by man’s efforts are just arcund the eor-
ner.—Jeremiah 23:16-32,

Jesus further answered the quesnon con-
cerning the end of Satan’s rule by saying that
the last days would be marked by lawlessness
and that the love of many would wax cold.
Everybody today can see the fulfillment of
this prophetic statement. Then, as appears in
FLuke 21: 25, 26, Jesus added : “Upon the earth
{there shall be] distress of nations, with per-
plexiiy ; . men’s hearts failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things which
are coming on the earth.” (an there be any
doubt concerning the fulfillment of these
prophetic words in this very day? In every
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nation both the rulers and the people are in
perplexity and fear has taken hold upon all
people. All can see that conditions are grad-
ually growing worse and no man has offered
any adequate remedy for such. Doubtless Je-
sus instructed His disciples in many matters
that do not fully appear in.the Bible, and
afterwards, as Jehovah’s true witnesses, these

diseiples spoke and wrote eoncerning the same.
~ In 2 Timothy 3: 1-5 appeuars testimony hear-
ing direetly hereon: *This know alse, that in
the last days perilous times shall come”” Can
anyone doubt that the world is now in a time
of great peril? The eolumns of the newspapers
are daily filled with accounts of erime and
other things of peril. “For men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,

blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthank- -

ful, unholy.” (Verse 2} Never in history of
man have conditions existed showing such
eomplete fulfillment of these prophetic state-
ments as now. Verses 3 and 4 continue, that
men shall be “without natural affection, truce-
breakers, false aceusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, traitors,
heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God”,

The conditions today ¢verwhelmingly prove
that almost everybody is selfish and few are
they that seek to render good to their fellow
man. The entire world has gone pleasure-mad,
and the people seek such things to hide from
themselves their distress. Now mark the words
of verse five of the same prophecy, which dis-
close the conditions existing in the last days
amongst the religious organizations or church-
es, to wit, as “having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof”. You well
know that there is a form of worship in the
churches but it is entirely removed from a
true devotion t0 God. In all these organiza-
tions there is a formalism which is called
“divine service” and which is made up of
words eoncerning God, but no love for God
is made manifest, and His kingdom is not
mentioned.

Asg further proof that we are now in the last
days, note the prophecy at 2 Peter chapter 3.
The great question before true Christians to-
day is the second coming of Christ and Jeho-
vah’s Theoeratic Government under Christ.
The . religious elergy deny that there is any
proof of the second presence of the Lord Jesus,
‘now a divine spirt since His resurrection,
or any proof of the approach of His millen-
nial kingdom. When warning is given concern-
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ing the approaching destruction at Armaged-
domn, practically all the clergymen scoff at Ar-
mageddon and the kingdom of the Liord. Note
now how these facts well known exactly fit the
propheey (2 Peter 3:3-5) : ‘First remember
that in the last days men will come with their
mockery, men governed by their own selfish
desires and saying, Where is His promised
return? for from the time our fathers fell
asleep all things continue as they have been
since the creation. They are willfully blind.
—Weymouth translation,

The entire world is at its greatest crisis of
all time. What, then, should the people do?
Follow the admonition of the Bible, which de-
clares that those who would have God’s favor
should seek meekness and righteouisness and
devote themselves to God and His kingdom,
(See Zephaniah 2:1.3.) To aid the people so
to do men and women are now going through-
out the land with the explanation of the Bible
get out in book form, In this hour of distress
these witnesses of Jehovah not only give warn-
ing of the approaching destruction of “Chris-
tendom”, but they come also to bring comfort
to those who desire to be comforted. The thir-
teenth verse of the same third chapter of
2 Peter reads: “Nevertheless we, according to
his promise, look for new heavens and a new
carth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” The
“new heaven” here mentioned is the new in-
visible, heaventy ruling power, whieh is Christ
Jesus, the great King of Jehovah. The “new
earth” is the righteous organization of the
people on earth by the resurrected faithful
men ‘of old, the “prinees in all the earth”, the
visible represcntatives of Christ Jesus who
will execute His judgments and orders in
righteousness.—Psalm 45: 16; Hebrews 11:35.

That Theoeratic Government of Jehovah
under Christ is the only hope of the world.
It is the eomplete hope, and the blessings it
will bring will far outweigh all the dorrows
that come upon mankind. Under that right-
gous government of Christ fraud and decep-
tion and religions will cease in the earth and
truth and righteousness shall prevail every-
where. A great multitude of people of good
will toward Jehovah and His Theocracy will
aurvive the battle of Armageddon on earth,
and when they enjoy these blessings they will
be glad and will rejoice that the last days of
Saten’s reign have come and gone for ever
and that Christ’s kingdom of righteqlisness

“has taken charge of the world.

The people need to inform themselves con-
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cerning these truths sct out in the Bible, Lot
¢lasses for the study of the Bible be organized
ang carried on in your homes. Tf you and your
neighbors have a desire to know the truth,
eome together in your homes and study God’s

Word. You owe it to yourself and your chil-
dren; and, above all, it is your privilege and
duty to magnify the name of Jehovah and His
Theoeravy, that others-may know and learn

the way to life and lasting happiness,

The Hierarchy’s Fifth Column (/n Two Parts—Part 2)

ONG ago Jehovah caused the propheey of

Isaiah 28:10, 16, 18 to he directed to the |

“seornful men, that rule this people which
is in Jerusalem”, The reference here is reully
to the Roman Catholie Hierarehy, who falsely
elaim to be (Jod’s servants, and the reeord
states concerning them: “T3ecause ye have
- said, We have made a covenant with deuath,

and with hell are we at agrecment; when the’

overflowing scourge shull pags through, it shall
not come unto us: for we have made lies our
refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ocur-
selves. Therefore thus saith the Lord God,

.. Your covenant with death shall be disan-
nulled, and your agrecment with hell shall not
stand; when the overflowing scourge shall
pass through, then ye shall be trodden down
hy it.” Here 1s stated in emphatie phrase the
Lord’s provocation against the Hierarchy and
the punishment He will mete out to these fal-
sifiers. Meanwhile their refuge of lies is heaped
high, and particularly is this vielousness di-
rected against the earthly representatives of
the Lord, Jehovah’s witnesses.

No aet on their part has been more con-
temptible than the inciting of mobs against
Jehovah’s witnesses whieh was done eoncert-
edly during the latter part of May .on the
Texas horder, especially in Dcl Rio, Browns-
ville, Harlmgen San Antonio, San Benito,
Odes,sa Stanton, Brownwood, Waxahachio
and other near-by towns. Kemur:ky’s fend-

town, Harlan, and cities in California, New .

Jersey, Oklahoma and eclsowhere, united in
this attack on Jehovah’s witnesses gy “Fifth
Columnists”, Texas is filled with Nazis and
agents of the Hicrarehy anticipating an attack
on the TTnited States from Latin Ameviea. In
order to cover up this penelration from Nazi-
Rome and at ¢nce diseredit the exposure (by
Jehovah's witnesses) of thelr duplicity, and
moving under the guise of virtue and patriot-
ism, they stir members of the Amcrican Le-
gien to abuse and oust the Lord’s people. The
faet that action was simultancous in the above
towns indicates that it was concerted and di-
SULY 24, 1840 :

rected from a central office. Consider now the
proof that the Legion, which was silent while
the Bund armed in Hague’s New Jersey, and
was rot heard in protest when Fritz Kuhn
and “Father” Coughlin shouted defiance
against the government, and wgs inaetive
while the Catholies of Ireland and Quebec
did their part for the Nazig at home, i3 now
the tool of the Hierarchy to camouflage the
¥ifth Column of Catholie Nazi-Action. Proof
is in abundance that the backbone of the Nazi
thrust, their viperous spy-system now set in
motion, to he perpetrated on the United States,
iz that unparalleled religlous organization for
colleeting the secrets of every nation. Priests
in eonfessionals transmit orders from the
pope, and in turn receive the seerets from key
men in all walks of life; here is the core of the
Nazi Fifth Column, the traitors to every land
who have assured successes fur {ermany’s
“holy war”. .

’lrmvhery is despicable n the sight of Cod
and man, Among the names of former days
which are synonyms for treachery are Saul,
Jezebel, Judas Iseariot, Luereziz Borgia, Nero
of Rome, Catherine de Mediel {famous for
massacring her own guests in the French
court), Benediet Arnold, and, more recently,
the army officials who sent Drevfus to Devil’s
Island to eoneeal their own betrayal of Freneh
seerets to the German Government. These are
elassic examples in history familiar to every
school child who is not trained by the Romsn
Catholie Hicrarchy. But these wicked men of
the past had neither the opportunities nor the
scope for the practice of treachery as it is now
conceived and carried out by the Hierarchy’s
Fifth Column of Nazi Action,

Surpassing all the other traitors of history,
whoge foulness stirs up contempt in Lhe honest
mind now long after their villainous carcers
cended in death, the modern grand-seale trai-
tor hasg the most monumental record for in-
famy: Nazi-Germany's spy eolumn, the in-
siders who have in turn helped betray Aus-
tria, Czechoslovalkia, Poland, Denmark, Nor-
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way and Holland. 8o demoralized is this Fifth
Column backed by the Hitler régime that they
openly hrag of their corruption of high ofii-
eials in the Kuropean governments destroyed.
Treachery is hailed as a virlue. The Nazi
plague advances, and her hirelings, trained
under the Gestapo, accomplish more “Blitz-
kriegs” than the army by eutting the inter-
nals of the countries attacked.

While the Fifth Column aetivities have be-
come s0 well known and feared as to be a
common-place name for infernal betrayal, the
chiel source of its power and danger is not
sufficiently recognized. By the great major-
ity of people it is not known that the Hier-
archy of (Catholic Action, including the pope,
is behind the Fifth Column.

This statement will be denied by the Hior-
archy and by whatever other news soureces
they can control; and these are legion. But
if the doubtful will have the paticnce to re-
view the facts whieh follow, they will be en-
lightened converning a common danger whose
head as well as tail must be recognized in order
to properly combat it; or, il fighting it i
impossible, at least to know whente emanates
the besom of destruetion,

Hitler and the Pope

That TTitler is a Catholie is tacitly admitted
by the Hierarchy, bul not advertised. That
would not be e¢xpedient st the present. But
when he has conguered all FEurope and reor-
ganized the natiocns according to the Hier-
archy’s mode, in which all liberties will have

vanished, he will be knighted for his un-
]‘)arallch!d “defense of Catholicism”, dubbed
‘Knight Grepory the Great Hitler’, virtuous
“Defender of the Faith”, This is in line with
the pope's procedure with Franco, und is cited
herc as their probable seheme with Hitler. But,
whether Hitler lives to sce this culmination
ol the pope’s triumph, it is certain that the
eonspiratorial alliunce between Franeco, Hit-
ler, Mussolini, Stalin and the pope is now as
close as the fingers of Pacelli’s hund. Photo-
graphs reproduced in Consolation bave shown
ITitler worshiping in of coming out of Cath-
olic churches. A committee in Chicago recently
{1839) asked the pope to excormmmunicate Hit-
ler “because he had heen born & Catholie and
never renounced the faith” and endangered
the peace of Kurope.

Hitler asked the pope’s permission before
taking Austria and Czechoslovakia, and while
in Rome, and in order to save himself ancther
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trip, he likely got the pope’s LK., on the tak-
ing of Poland, Finland (by his ally), Den.
mark, Nerway, Holland, Belgium, England,
Franee, and the United States.

Hitler has destroyed cvery opponent of-

Catholicism in Germany exeept Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, who have suffered imprisonment and
death at the hands of the Gestapo.

The Catholic Church is supported by siate

funds, this being a well-established faet dis-
erediting all rumors about Catholie persecu-
tion, broadeast here as a smoke-sereen,

The Hierarchy favors “ihe eorporate state”
such as that of Hitler, Franco, Mussolini, and
Stalin, and has stated this in the Ameriean
press.

MMitler's Jewish pogroms or org’amnd riots .

aguinst the Jews have their origin and in-
spiration in the Roman Catholic “Holy In-
quisition” methods of the Middle Ages and
s0 he admits in guarded langnage in Mein
Hampf.

Surely these and other facts of newspaper
record are sufficient to cause the thoughtful
to view with alarm the Hicrarchy’s Fifth
Columnizt in Ameriea, *“Father” (‘oughhn

“Father” Couthm

It has been said by Catholie officials, when
preszed on the poini, that pope and prelates
alike are unable to diseipline “Father” Cough-
lin for his ineitcments to riot and rebellion
because such would interfere with his Amer-
ican liberties. However, there are hundreds
of newspupers in America whose testimony
is embodied in The Catholie Crists, by George
Scldes, whieh plainly reveals the Hierarchy's
allisnee with Faseism; and the further faet
that Clatholie pressure and Catholie “disei-
pline” have been applied times without number

-for anything like an aspersion on the “faith”,

ar for any other cause, such as favoring the
Catholic Loyalists of Spain ; their displeasure
applied in polities defeated Congressman
Jerry O'Uonuell, of Montana, himself a Cath-
olie; at the instigation of Catholie priests
Jehovah’s witnesses have been arrested and
falsely accused throughout the land. The
power of these priests is undouhted. _

Ts it, therefore, belicvable that the rost
autoeratic orgariizamon the Roman Catholie
Hierarchy, cunnet control a subordinate
priest? The conclusion is inescapable that
Coughlin is doing the will of the Hierarchy,
and is one of the leaders in Ameries of the
Hlerarehw s Fifth Column of Nazi treachery.
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Fifth Column in the United States

. America- has become accustomed fo the
thought that she is isolated from the troubles
of Europe. “It ean’t happen here” is the con-
gensus of opinion. Documented evidence in
such reliable publications as The Nuation and
the Liberty magazine disclosing the Nazi in-
trigue, and even artieles in the conservative
Saturday Evening Post outlining the treach-
erous designs of William Dudley Pelley, anti-
Semitic organizer of the Fascist Silver Shirts,
of Deatherage, who testified in the Dies white-
wash of un-Ameriean activities, of Kung, out-
and-eut Nazi who broadcast over a national
network that Hitler would win, all fail to
arouse Ameriea to the danger. The arrest of
the 17 members of Coughlin’s Christian Front
with the nueleus of an arsenal to be used to
start an armed rebellion appears to even vet
find the people lethargie, America hag been
told end told. In a speech before Congress,
Representative Dickstein, of New York, out-
lined the outrages of the Coughlinites in the
eity of New York and revealed their connee-
tions with all the bundisty, Fascists and anti-
Semites. Socialist Norman Thomas broadcast
similar documented evidence over WEVD in
New York last summer, )

Twenty thousand peopie heard Judge Ruth-
erford deliver his famous lecture “Govern-
ment and Peace” at Madison Square Garden
on June 25, 1839, which was simultaneously
recorded and eontains in the recordings boos
and eries of Coughlinites who came from their
- picket line st WMCA, a few. blocks away, to
attempt to break up the meeting. The words
“Franeo” are distinctly audible even in these
recordings. Many of the thousands who heard
this important message from Jehovah as to
what will be the end of present world distress
testify that the hoodlum disturbers carried
-eopies of Social Justice, and shouted “Viva
Franco”, “Heil Hitler,” and, “Social Justice,
that’s what we will give you Jehovahites,” and,
. ““Father’ Coughlin is the man” as they at-

tacked ushers and. bystanders, With true Nazi
-{eehnique they had the ushers whom they as-
saulted arrested; but the New York courts
aequitted all who were charged. But the Hier-
arehy’s Fifth Column marches on,

The Supreme Court Sees the Danger

' Referring to these very aects, which is ap-
‘parent from his language, United States Su-
preme Court Justice Roberts, inn his reeent
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opinion written in the Cantwell case, where
one of Jehovah’s witnesses was arrested and
imprisoned in Connectieut for playing a
phonograph record telling of some of the above
dangers, and in which the Cantwells’ convie-
tion was reversed by unanimous decision,
pointedly emphasizes the peril: “The danger
in these present times from the coerecive ac-
tivities of those who in the delusion of racial
or religious coneeit would incite violence and
breach of the peace in order to deprive others
of their equal right to exereise their liberties,
is emphasized by events familiar te all.”

“Events Familiar to All*

The tweo decades between 1920 to 1940 wit-
nessed the demise of the Protestant Church.
In these vears when Protestants ceased to
protest, the Catholic Hierarchy made vast
inroads on the liberties of Americans by means
of boycott, threat and intimidation. They put
Catholie-tampered history books in the schools,
succeeded in getting publie funds for paro-
chial sehools, placed Catholies in key posi-
tions in moving picture censor boards, on the
radio commission, on leading newspapers, and
in publie office. Their plan is to seize control
in this year 1940. And all who continue to
say “It ean’t happen here” are due for the
ghock of their lives. The Nazi Fifth Column
is the vanguard or spearhead of Catholie Ae-
tion,

Of eourse, it eannot be expected that the.
Hierarchy will admit this, when the main part
of their strategy has ever been deceit, lies and
smoke-sereen. But consider this important
motive of the Hierarchy’s government: Pa-
celli, now Pope Pius XII, and former secre-
tary of state of the Vatican, well known to be
an astute dipiomat, has publicly reeognized
the corporate or totalitarian state as the Cath-
olic ideal; the Hierarchy of Authority of
which Pacelli is head is itself an autoeracy
and naturally allies itself with the other total-
itarians because it ean thus continue to con-
trol the people, throttle free gpeeeh, freedom
of press and religion, and forge bonds of steel
and cruelty gainst the man who would raise
his head in disagreement. Amerieans ought to
already know this, Their forefathers fled Cath-
olic persecution but two centuries ago. The
Constitution was then designed to safegunard
the rights of the people and proteet them from
tyranny. Now the spearhead of the Hier-
‘arehy’s Fifth Column is at America’s vulner-
ahle parts, striking along the Texas horder
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where Cathelics are in the majority. 1t is-their
aim, to kill all (both Catholic and others) who
love liberty, and to lay America prostrate at
the feet of Rome.

The Pope and Coughlin
Americans do not believe that millions of

Catholies have been duped into subseribing.

to Nazism. They say Catholies are persecuted
in Germany; that many Catholics have de-
nouneed Coughlin and Hitler. In answer it
i repeated that the “persecutions™ in (er-
many are denied by German Catholics and by
Hitler, the pope’s ally and himself a Catholic;
these reported persecutions are largely smoke-
sereen 1o hide the tie-up between the two rul.
ers. But even if they were true, this would
not in the least impede the alliance between
Hitler and the pope; the alliance hetween
Franco and the pope was not at all affected
by Franco’s slaughter of half a million Cath-
olies ; nor was Hitler excommunicated for his
slaughter of thousands, perhaps milllons, of
Poligh, Dutch, Belgian, French and English
Catholies. The reason is simple: The Roman
Catholie organization, ruled by the Hierarehy
whose head is the pope, i3 an autocracy, a
dictatorial government. The wishes of the
Catholic people are not even considered, and
their lives are at the disposal of the Papacy.
To guestion this rule means death; the Cath-
olic graves in Spain prove this beyond ques-
tion; and their Catholiec murderer stands ap-
proved before the so-called “Viear of Christ”,
The Catholie taity is not to worry. The “Holy
Virgin” knows all and understandas.

This double-dealing is not difficult to put
aeross in most of Europe, where all freedom of
communication has been throttled. The pope
was compelled to proceed more cautiousty i
Ameriea, On this peint The Converted Cath-
olie quoted a “rare copy of a Special Dispatch
from Rome to.the New York Sun, of Mareh 8,
1934 Signifieantly enough, this Rome dls-
patch apbeared only in the Hom_e Editien of
the Sun, was suppressed thereafter, and copies
of it, for some reason, made impqssible to ob-
tain. It begins as follows:

“A definite agreement has been reached by Presi-

dent Roosevelt and the Vatican that diplomatic

relations shall be established between the United
Btates and the Holy See as soon as public opinion
in Ameriea ean he brought around to the idea, it
was learned here today. This will undoubtedly he
denied by both the State Department in Washing-
ton and the Vatican. Two or three years may elapse
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before the plan is effected. . But the agreement
exists and has been slowl maturmg

“Private, unofficial cﬁscussmns betweén Mr.
Roosevelt and the Vatican began before the former
was elected President and have continued inter-
mittently ever since. Before the election one of his
friends and advisers confidentially assured the Vati-
can that he would recognize the Holy See if be were
elected. This step is thooght to have caused the
Holy See to regard Mr. Hocsevelt’s candidacy with
great interest,

“The present general plan of action was agreed
upon by Postmaster-General James J, Farley and
Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli [then] Papal Secretary
of State [now Pope Pius XII], when Mr. Farley
was here last December and conferred with both
Pope Pius XTI and Cardinal Pacelli.

“I¢ was agreed at the time thai a eantious eam-
paign should be undertaken to win American pub-
lic opinioh to the idea, It is hoped by means of this
strategy gradually to encourage the growth of the

"idea in America that the establishment of relations

is both nafural and desirable, so that President
Roosevelt would be able to give the impression in
acting that he was doing so in response to popular
demand.”

“Falher Coughlin a Factor”

“After rtating that, a ‘trial balloon’ having been
sent up. by the Vatican, which ‘was carefully
watched by the Administration’, it goes on to say
that it ‘seems to have convinged President Roose-
velt that further steps may be safely taken. [ Amer-
ica has witnessed a 'further step’ in the appoint-
ment of Myron C. Taylor, armaments magnate, to

the Vatican Court, s the president’s ambassador. ]

Then comes the amazing revelaiion that even at that
time, Father Coughlin was being used as a pawn
in the game between Pope and President:

“In this connection the Vatican's tolerance of the
Rev. Charles E, Coughlin, of Royal (Qak, Mich,
‘radio priest’ and defender of the New Deal, may
be significant. Nevertheless, if the Vatican found
Fsther Coughlin’s viewpoint repugnant there is ro
doubt he would be silenced. . . . For all these and
other reasons the new plan for exehanging diplo-
matie representatives has been and will be
sued with the greatest possible caution. The Vati-
can never makes haste, and may well decide that
it is hetter t0 wait indefinitely than to risk faflure

Why the Fifth Column
The re-establishment of full diplomatic re-
lations with the Vatiean, suspended since 1867,
is a part of the Hieral'chy s scheme to get her
talons on Americe. It is an adjinet of Fifth
Column activities. Aecording to Bishop James
H. Ryan, Roman Catholic dignitary of Omaha,
writing in the New York Times, May 12, 1940,
this step is ‘unalterably opposed by the annual
assembly of the Methodist Church in which it
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48 joined by the Baptists and Lutherans’. The
‘bishop, however, argues for the resumption of
relations, chiefly as advantageous from the
“political standpoint”. “Where,” he asks,
“should the United States stand in relation
to this force [the Papacy] whose powers of
rejuvenation seem only to be equalled by its
world-wide influence -and authority? What
must we, nationals of the United States, think
of this international entity, the Papacy, upon
whose spirituel empire, and to whose authority
almost four hundred million human beings
‘owe a gpiritual allegiance as deep and moving
“as that which they profess for the state itself
of which, at the same time, they are citizens?”
He lists Italy, France, Germany, Poland, Bel-
giym, Argéntina, Brazil, Colombia and Vene-
‘Wela as among thirty-six nations maintaining
‘etther permanent embassies or legations in
Rome”. He says of the pope:
“he 18, gt the same time, & temporal ruler—an in-
dependent sovereign with juridical powers as valid
as those of the ruler of even the greatest empire
. . . the Pope is a temporal king reeognized by
international law possessing all the rights and priv-
ileges of a sovereign.”

Ryan expatiates on the wealth of informa-
‘tion available to the Vatican:

“The Vatican has been called the ?listening post
of Europe’. Certainly there is no other chancellery
where such correct information eoncerning worid
affairs and interestsz is to be found. When one re-
calls the far-fluing owtposts of the Roman Chureh,
soupled with its highly centralized organization,
in tﬂe interests of which thousands of well-trained,
official and unofficial, diplomats are constantly re-
porting on even the slightest changes in public
opinion in their respective territories, it can readi-
ly be prasped why the information in the posses-
session of the Holy See is of high aecuracy no less
than of inestimable value to anyone ahle to tap its
resources.” »

After this parade of power comes the veiled
threat:

“But one thing which every follower of realistic
polities must admit iz that it would be, to put it
mildly, foolhardy for a democratie state, whose
very existenee 15 involved in the outcome of the
stroggle [Hitler’s War], to neglect to make friends
with' the religious power whose assislance is eer-
tain to be of such inestimable value,”

This sort of “assistance” bas recently helped
& few million men into their graves in Europe.
Just how France, England and Belgium were
helped Bishop Ryan does not say.

The bishop is also vague on several other

points. Gilbert O. Nations, writing a reply to

JULY 24, 1940

s

this letter from Ryan, is given two columns
of space in the New York Times of May 26,
1940. He points out some of these unexplained
items. The first is that it is not the pope’s
position as sovereign of the little state of
Vatiean City, but of the 20,000,000 Catholics
in America, that is to be recognired by diplo-
matic relations. The pope had diplomatic rela-
tions with fourteen powers before the Vatican
City came into existence eleven years ago.
Vatican City has but a little over a hundred
‘acres, and a little bver a thousand or so in-
habitants. Therefore the diplomatiec relations
desired so fervently by the Papacy is for the
purpose of ruling over the Americans who
are Catholies, Mr. Nations elucidates on this:

UNIQUE SITUATION

It thus appears that the papal sovereignty which
underlies and makes possible diplomatie funetions
has no relation to Vatican City. That sovereignty
is unique. It is the sovereignty that enabled popes
to mamtain diplomatic relations when they ruied
no territory. It is nof severeighty of Vatiecan City
that now enables the pope to send and receive
Eenvoys. ' '

This point is clinehed by anether outstanding
faet of histery. In past centuries popes were ne-
customed to depose the most powerful kings and
emperors and paralyze their eountries with papsl
interdicts. They slso set aside laws in the various
countries when those laws were af varianee with
papal conceptions of legal propriety.

It was not sovereignty of the pontifical State
that made such aets possible. When Pope Gregory
VII deposed the Emperor of (ermany, the bull
issued for that purpose expressly ahsolved all Ger-
man subjeets of the emperor from their ties of alle-
giance to bim. Innoeent ITT used similar weapons
against kings of England and France and other
rulers, ..

SOVEEEIGNTY THE POPE'S

Only one holding their paramount sllegiance
eould thus sever the allegiance of 4 whole nation to
their sovereigh ruler. It was sovereignty of the
pope over millions of Roman Catholies in Britain,
Franee and Germany, not in the pontifical State,
that enabled the pope to strike a blow so withering.
1t thus appedrs beyond question that allegiance of
all Roman Cathalies to the pope is paramount to
their allegiance to ¢ivil government. '

Rulers in past centuries and eivil governments
in our day heed the pope’s withes because of his
power over their subjects who are Roman Cath-
olies. Their status in the United States is identical
with the status of Roman Catholies in Britain,
France and Germany in past ages and now.

It is the international sovereignty of the pope
that gives him vast politics) and diplomatie power.
The sovereignty of other governmentis stops at their

23

3




ierritorial boundaries. Bat that of the pope does
not stop, It encireles the earth.

The papaey often makes treaties or coneordats
with the eivil powers as an neident of diplomatie
relations. Such paects make clear the purpose of
diplometie relations, They also make clear the gen-
eral policies of the popes in their relations with
civil governments. They define the status and rights
of papal subjects in the respective couniries as
against their own government wherein they enjoy
eitizenship and the ballot. Good examples are ihe
1929 treaty with Italy, the treaties with Spain,
Colembia and other Latin ecuntries.

They stipulate that the Roman Catholie religion
shall be the religion of the State, that it shall be
tanght in all public schools to the exclusion of all
other faiths, that the local hierarchy shall be em-
powered to pass on the books and teachers used in
such sehoels and that eivil authority will enforce
payment of tithes assessed by the hierarchy.

Such provisions and such policies do violence to
the whole background and fundamentals of Amer-
iean constilutional law. For about seventy years
the popes have expressly condemned Ameriean
publie schools and yprohibited Roman Catholic
children from attending them without special per-
mission frem the local bishop. That prohibition
now appears in canon 1374 of the Cede ol Canon
Law enaeted by the papacy vears ago. It was am-
plified in Desember, 1928, by Pope Pius XI in
his encyelical Divini Iiius Magistri.

America has little nterest in the thousand or
s0 people and slightly over a bundred aeres which
eompose Vatican City. No such inlerest wonld
justify diplomatic relations with the pope, But the
20,000,000 of Roman Catholics in the United States
are of vast imporiance. It 1s to excreise greater
influence over them under his paramcunt inter-
national soverelgnty that the pope urges diplo-
matic relationis. No foreign sovereign bag just right
to atiempt to exert influence over our citizens
against their own government. Their rights and
status should be settled in this country and under
American law,

THE TATIOR MISS10N

Buat Bishop Ryan stresses the contention that
Mr. Taylor was sent to the Vatican to secure better
co-operation in the eause of peace. Just what terms
of prace the pope may faver are not clear, It is
well known that the papacy has never felt too

kindly toward (ireat Britain. The peace note issued
by Pope Benedict X'V near the elose of the World
War was instantly rejected by our government and
those of all our co-belligerents as p&lpably in favor
of the enemy powers.

Moreover, if the Taylor mission was designed to
favor peace, it has not proved conspicuounsly sue-
cessful. War eonditions have grown worse sinee
the president’s personal ambassador reached his
post of duty. The path of wisdom and safety on the
part of the United States is to look o our own de-
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fensive equipment and aveid undue foreign en-
tanglements, especially with eeclesiastical authar-
ities.

Finally, Bishop Rva.n and others are clearly
within the truth in ssying that the pope has vast
stores of information which are closed to other gov-
ernments. The unique efficieney of his whole world-
wide system of government for the gathering of
sceret knowledge has no parallel.

A distinguished French diplomat had been sta-
tioned at Washington for many years, He waa
later shifted to the Vatican as French ambassador,
‘While holding that post he declared that the Vati-
can is the greatest political observatory in the
waorld.

But let nobody suppose this secret mfomatlon
gathered through ecclesiastical agenecies may ever
be made available to other governments through
diplomatie echannels or ctherwise. The whale hig-
tory of international relations aftests the utter i
possibility of tapping this ineomparable fund r(t’?
seeret knowledge, If is and always had heen for
the exclusive use and advantage of the papacy,

GmueeEnrr Q. Namiona.

Washington, May 20, 1940,

The appointment of Taylor to the Vatican
was only a smal! step. The pope will be satis-
fied with nothing short of a prostrate America.
Then Coughlin’s “Christian Front” conapir-
acy, of which the pepe had looked for better
results, was prematurely uncovered. Cough-
lin’s usefulness was erippled. The pope then
turned to Hitler, the ehampion of the Holy
Roman Empire, to the vast Nazi-Catholic Ae-
tion spy system of which the priests, particu-
larty the Jesuils, are a valued part, to reduce
America, to knife it from the inside befor®
Hitler’s storm troopers and swarm of bombers
pulverize 1he outer wall,

Tt ean easily be done with 20,000,000 Nazis
in America. There are 20,000,000 Nazis in the
United Statessof Ameriea. Every Catholie
person whom the Hierarchy can bend to its
will is now or will become a Nazi, a part of the
seourge of Europe, whose champion desires to
restore to the Holy See the glories lost in the
Reformation. Hitler has accomplished many
things he determined upon.

Nole now his announced plan for “eo:wert-
ing” Turope to the Catholic yoke, According
to the San Franciseo Chronicle, of Tuesday,
May 21, 1940, his “victory p]an calls for a-
peace tredty at Munster, in Westphalia, where
the 1648 treaty was mgned cloging the “Thirty
Years’ War” (lost by the pope who fought to
destroy Protestantism). The ecorrespondent
says this is symbolie with Herr Hitler, who
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feels that the Holy Roman Empire was de-
§tr0yed by the war . .. "

The elose affinity between Hitler and the
pope is further revealed by the following quo-
tation from the Jesuit organ Americe, issue
of April 13, 1940

{The] pseudo-demoeracy, which is pagan in its

remote origins and leads to an inhuman wage sys-
tem, an uprooted proletariat and pauperism. . . .
Protestant, rationalist, and now definitely anti-
Christian in its inspiration, its logieal fruit is
Sceialism {and calls for] & return to an integrol
gocinl order, the principles of which are still pre-
served in our languid memeory of the great medi-
eval experiment [the Roman Catholic Inguisition].

The Converted Catholic also states, issne of
May, 1940:

Whatever opinion the Catheolic Chureh may now
express sbout Hitler and his Nazi-Socialism, it
stands 100 pereent with him and the oiher Faseist
dietators in this avowed objective of dastroying the
politieal and socizl .order that eame out of the
Reformation. . . . Catholic propagandists in the
United Btates, despite expressed opinions {o the
contrary, have not been unaware of this identity
of interests between Nazi-Fascism and Catholic
aims, , .. "7

This eonspiracy is now so far advanced that
it iz brazenly shouted to the world. The New
York Times, in & dispateh from Bogota, Co-
lombia, printed in the issue of June 3, 1940,
relating Fifth Column activities in this South
American city, relates:

The Nazis are becoming bolder daily , . . There
appeared last night a new newspaper with the
motte “Fatherland Justice”, above an unsheathed
sword. It proclaimed its poliey as eompletely anti-

- demoeratie and said that it marched under the
Catholie revolutionary movement.

Again says The Converted Catholic quoted
ahove:

This identity of interests between Nazi-Fascism
and Jesuit Catholicism in the matter of oppesition
to the mixture of races and religions is something
that cannot be denied. And this ideology is the
prime cause of the war that is devastating Europe
at the present time. . . . Buf if is only by faeing
this fact, and forgetting Roman Catholic propa-
ganda in our daily newspapers, that we can under-
stand why a vietory for an authoritarian Qermany,
not its erushing defeat by the demoecratic Allies, is
fervently desired hy the Vatican,

And to help accomplish this vietory the
Roman Catholie Hierarchy has a weapon de-
veloped and polished, a Nazi ‘priesthood rep-
reésented in every state, and in almost every
hamlet on earth. This Fifth Column has its
hand on the pulse of the world knows 1ts se-
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crets, has instant communication with the auto-
erat of Rome. This is the spy column that is
stabbing the nations to death!

The Only Hope

It is with no thought that the Fifth Column
can be stopped that the above facts are pub-
lished. Tt is not imagined that the American
anthoerities will open the vaults of the Catholic
eathedrals here to see if they ygre packed with
the arms which betrayed the Spanish republie,
The purpose herein is to point out that the
Bible foretold the operations of this gang,
thousands of years ago. The Bible also foretold
that those who would save themselves must
seek The THEOCRACY, because the present
allies of the Hierarchy will find it expedient
te strip her of her ill-gotten wealth and those
who hang to her are certain to perish. To en-
gage in the Hierarchy’s sehemes, no matter
how successful they may appear for a time,
will bring death at the hands of the Lord Jesus
Christ, Destroyer of treachery and hypoerisy.

—Elton Groves.

Scourgings in Southern Rhodesia

4 Despite the fact that the eourts of South
Afriea have acknowledged the rights of Jeho-
vah's witnesses to proelaim the Kingdom mes-
sage, opposition flares up here and there, The
follawing is a protest sent to the proper offi-
cials regarding the wholly illegal beating of
Christians with a rhinoceros hide whip (sjam-
hok} at Umtali. This protest, by QOliver M.
Kabunge, zone sorvant of the Umiali eom-
pany, resulted in the restoration of the rights
invaded :

TFew weeks ago & number of Jehovah’s witnesses
were arrested in the Native Localion hy the super-
intendent and his native police for preaching God's
Kingdom message to the people. They were ill-
treated and eruelly assaulted before being tried by
the Court. They were then taken to the Charge
Office and were locked in cell for two days. On the
third day after being arrested the case was heard
in the Magistrate’s Court, Umtals,

The evidence was that all accused were found
preaching in the Native Location that “the battle
of Armageddon which shall destroy all wicked ones

25 .




is at hand, and that peopls must learn of God’s
truth to find proteetion and safety”. Zephaniah
2:2-3; Jeremiah 25: 29-35; Matthew 24: 21. Evi-
denee failed fo show that accused were exeiting or
frightening the people. The Court found them not
guilty on this eharge. Tmmediately a conspiracy
way made and the charge was changed to be one of
“trespass” in order to have these humble and honest
Christian people punished. The Court accepted this
charge and these unfortunate men were senfenced
to a fine or imprifonment with hard labor.

Few dayzs after this case Jehovab’s witnesses
met to slody the Bible on Sunday afternoon
in their usual meeting place outside Loecation. To
their surprise Location Superintendeni suddenly
appeared with a erowd of natives holding sjambok
and started to thrash these pesceful Christinns with
his sjnmbok, shouting, “l am Jehovah of this place;
you canuot hold your meetings near my Loeation.”
They were chased away with a erowd of natives
shouting at them from place which was given to
them by the anthorities long ago for their meetings,

We respeetfully beg your Council to grant us
g site for our study meetings near Native Loeation.

Jehovah’s witnesses are sineere Christians who fol- -

fow in the foofsteps of Jesus Christ as stated in the
Bibie ai 1 Peter 2: 21. Thew gladly obey and re-

spect every law of ihe lend, respect their European

and Native Anthorities as well. They willingly re-
spect and obey their employers as stated in the
Word of God at Ephesians 6:5; 1 Timothy 2: 2.
They have no controversy with men and are ad-
monished not to hold up any man to ridienle be-
cause of his veligion, but their duty is to call the
people’s attention to the Bible truths. They have
nothing to do or say abowt eartbly wars and in fact
they are against aggression.

1t is indeed astonishing to see that many people
being drank go about shouting, fighting and com-
mitting all sorts of uneclean habits in the publie
places are not punished or stopped, but people who
gently and quietly go fo their fellow men trying
to belp them to get away from all evil habits and to
learn the only way to gain life and everlasting hap-
piness in the Kingdom of God are proseented.

“In Balisbury, the eapital city of Southern
Rhodesia, we have many Jehovah’s witnesses, and
also at Bulawayo, Gatooma, Que Que, Bhabani,
almost on every mine and town in 5. Rhodesia.
They go freely from house to house in the Loca-
tions, Compovnds and Kraals with ne trouble of
any kind being experienced {rom the police or
musieipality authorities,

The law of this couniry grants a liberty to any
form of religion to be exercised by its inhabitants.
There are many different religious organizations
in this Colony; they are allowed fo practice their
religion freely. We know that our ruling men are
capable of examining all kinds. of reports or in-
formation given to them before aceopting same to
be true. With fairness to all, no individual or native
police should be allowed to take the law in their
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. hands, as they are not competent enough to handle

the matters, ’

We strongly protest to such ill-treatment beéing
waged upon Jehovah’s witnesses for no sound
reason whatsoever, and we would like to draw your
attention to the faet that we are entitled to the
protection of the law and would very much appre-
ciate if this appeal will be accorded 2 sympathetio
eonsideration and Dritish fair- play. Your early
reply will be very much appreeiated.

Seizure of books and other literature was
made by European and native “detectives” at
Selukwe, Southern Rhodesia, in plain viola-
tion of court rulings. This matter also was
brought to the attention of the proper author-
ities and resulted in the seized books’ all be-
ing returned within ten days. It frequently
happens that officers of the law are unse-
quainted with their duties, have no knowledge
of the rights of cilizens, and almost imagine
they are little kings or rulers, ahle to make

- laws on their own aceount and administer

them gs they see (il. The only thing to do in
such cases is to bring their illegalities to the
attention of their superior and more intelli-
gent officers. This often brings about the cor-
rection of injustices, especially if the protest
is worded in neat, convineing style. Higher
officials, also, are sometimes in need of knowl-
edge as to court rulings in similar ecases. The
Devil and the clergy are always busy, tryin,
te entrap the innocent, and to keep dut o
sight while doing it.

March of Time
¢ Seven hundred and fifty years before Je-
sus was born a city wus founded in a hilly
distriet of Italy. The people wha lived there
were pagans or heathens, worshiping in their
religion mythical gods and goddesses. Certain
religious leaders and teachers, called sooth-
sayers, made a good thing out of this. By
reading signs and portents they pretended to
foretell the future, taking money from the
credulous citizens for so doing, They further
held out to the ignorant populace a hope of
further life on an immortal plane with the
gods, claiming they were in touch with these
deities. They inaugurated feast days in honor
of the varicus gods, and collected money on
these occasions also. They dressed themselves
in queer garb and made use of all kinds of
crafty tricks to deceive and control the people.
These soothsayers, or religionists, reeeived the
name of “vaticinatores”. Eventually they all
got together and established their headquarters.
on a hill on the outskirts of the ecity, which
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‘hill then became known as Vaticanus Mons, or
hill of the soothsayers.

_Time marched on,

At the end of the fifth century [A.D.],
Symmachus, an Ttalian nobleman famous for
his building aetivities, erected a residence on
the anecienf soothsayers’ hill. Because of its
situation and because the eity built on the

hills was called Rome, the home of Symmachus-

came to be known as the Vatican of Rome.

Apgain Time marched on.

In due course a more modern group of sooth-
sayers arose. These also were religionists, and
they, like their predecessors, conceived and
brought into being a crafty scheme whereby
they might gain wealth and influence. Grad-
ually their power spread throughout the
world. Today the scheme is knéwn as a reli-
gious racket. It still takes money from the
eredulous on false pretenses, still blathers
about Immortality of souls, inaugurates feast
days in honor of a species of sub-deities, dress-
és up in motley garb with collars back in front,
and pretends to be in toueh with divine per-
sonages. And- those who operate this racket
glso make use of crafty tricks to deceive,
frighten, and thereby control the people. But
with the efflux of the time they still linger on,
thesé modern religious racketeers, in the same
old soothsayers’ home—the Vatican of Rome.
~—~Australian Consolation.

In Northern Ireland

¢ Ilive within eyeling distance of the border,
and frequently talk with Protestant North-
men. 1 am a modern Catholic who believes in
maintaining the Catholic Chureh not only for
the spiritual comfert of individuvals, but as a
bulwark of world importance against Commu-
nism and Godlessness and eventual chaos. Not-
withstanding this, there are some facts which
my Northern friends point out (anent parti-
tion) which I admit are true and of vasl im-
portance.

~ The Irish temperament is warmly religious.
Qur clergy are excellent, partly beeause of the
pedestal on which we set them, but their in-
stitution is aristoeratic and anachronistic in
this democratic age. We, the laity, have no
voice in their seleetion or promolion, nor ap-
pointment to managerships of schools, ete. A
parish would not dare to ask the transfer of a
curate 1t did not like, much.less a parish priest
or higher dignitary. We are entirely outside
and beneath the priestly easte, and have no
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say in the management of the colleges which
produee it.

Yet we hand over to this undemoeratie body
five millions a year of our taxes for education
wholly controlled by it. We allow priests to
own all the property they are able to buy, and
recognize their title to parish property, such
as churches, schools, and village halls, All this
as well as the riches they possess belong ta or
was contributed by their parishioners—volun-
tarily it may be claimed--but; T add, not
willingly.

Convention, custom, habit, traditioh are
stronger than any tax-gatherer or law. The
poorest man or woman on the dole would go
hungry vather than have his or her name
omitted from the dues list. And who would
eommit the erime of refusal to pay for a barial
service for one of their loved ? And what goy-
ernment minister would chance a serious
speech without a quotation from an ency-
clical? What government would frame a con.
gtitution allowing a dlvorce law the clergy
didn’t want?

All this my Northern friends ssy, adding
that our laws, ete,, are all right for a wholly
Catholie State, but when we try Lo bring 4n
independent Protestants without even offer-
ing to make sny religious concession in their -
favor we are 8s the spider inviting the fly into
the parlor.—Madern Catholie, in the N ortkem
Whag and Belfast Post.

His Foot Was Kissed

4 Big news from Rome. The pope went to
vigit the chureh of St. Mary Major’s, and
while he was there his foot was kissed “by the
eanons, the penitentizries and the clergy of
the basilica”. It seems ag if the dispatches
should have gone into the matter of soap, wa-
ter, socks, stippers and such, but they said not
one thing, and so the whole important matter
is left up in the air. Did those that kissed
smoke or chew, or had they had a glass too
much? Did they chew gum? and if so, where
did thev put it? How can one know?

Monastery Ready to Help

4 A erate of homing pigeons bound for a
monastery in Portuguese East Africa was
geized by the South Afriean police in the be-
lief that the monastery is part of a spy ring,
the members of which pass information to
Germany by the pigeon method, the only
means available.-

(To be contmu&d}

27



British Comment

¢

By J. Hemery (London)

Britain’s Needs

® Britain is now in the grip of the war's
necessities. The altogether unexpeeted erup-
tion of masses of Cterman mechanized forces
into France, and the swift, ruthless drive for

the French coast, and the stecess gained, made

it imperative that Britain should adapt itself
to the situation. This it did guickly. The Brit-
ish Parliament, with the full consent of the
people, passed a law which in less than three
hours changed British democracy into 2 total-
itarian government. All the resources of the
nation, persons and property were put under
the control of the (Government. The peoples
of Britain know now that they are in a fight
for all that they hold dear, the liberties of the
people and even life itself; for the acts of the
nation’s enemies are written and confirmed in
blood and fire. Within the space of a few days
the nation and empire have been faeed with
the peril of destruction as a liberty-loving and
orderly people. The open deelarations of the
(Jerman leaders have brought the certainty
that in this terrible war there is more than
a purpose to get free from the bondage which
Hitler says has been on Germany, and the
war against Germany and Nazism has taken
on an aspect wider than that of a nation fight-
ing for its possessions and the liberty of its
subjects: it is believed that the liberty of all
free nations and peoples i3 in peril. All sec-
tions of the nation’s parties and all the peo-
ple are in oenc mind in agreeing with the Gov-
ernment’s drastic aetion in curtailment of
present liberty, and in support of its prosecu-
tion of the war. The unexpected developments
have shoeked and startled the nation so much
that the people are ready to endure any saceri-
fices to prevent the domination of their enemy.

The Clergy

® The openly manifested utter disregard for
human life in Hitler’s wars, whether that of
his own armies or that of his innocent vietims,
with the unashamed derision of the teaching
of Christ; the enforcemernt of his claims that
the State is to be an object of wership, and
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_that it holds all the rights to life and service;

give all sections of religion eause to throw in
their welght against thiz aggressor of the
peace of Europe. To them the war is not as
when a nation fights another over the cause
of a quarrel, or for territory, or as on a ravag-
ing expedition: it is as a fight to uphold the
“Christian” tradition against a newer form of

paganism. Now they can “fight for God and

His cause” as well as for the rights of free
peoples, and now they see a clearer way to
seek the aid of (ed in Britain’s cause.

Praying for Vietory

® Before the war situation became so acute
by the appearance of the German forees on the
French coast, the king, as head of the church
of England, had ecalled for 2 national day of
prayer. The clergy of that section were in-
structed to say a prayer, prepared for them
by the arehbishop of Canterbury; the Non-
conformists declared their readiness to ar-
range that in all the free churches a similar
petition for the help of God sheunld be made,
and the eardinal of the Roman Catholics is-
suced his instruction that the king’s wish should
be complied with in all their churches.” For
both Protestants and Roman Catholies the
situation is somewhat confused, for there is
every reason for them to believe that the Prot-
estants and the Roman Catholies in Germany
are praying as earnestly for vietory for the
German arms, Hitler has his own Protestant
chureh there, and the Roman Catholics there
are “loyal” to Hitler. During the last great
war the late bishop of Chelmsford, puzzled
by the same situation, said he thought God
was ag one “sitting on the fence”, and would
answer favorably the side which prayed the
most! In France the Roman Catholics fight
for France. The pope must feel worried about
this mix-up! To every right-minded person not
obsessed with the Nazi ideas there ean be no
question of the rightness of the cause of lib-
erfy as against bondage, nor to the professing
Christian can there be any question of the
fact that his liberty to worship according to
his religious beliefs or preferences is thréat-
ened so long as Nazism is 2 threatening foree
in the nations; hut to take the position that
(3od is on the British side is another matter.

Jehovah’s witnesses :

® For many years Jehovah’s witnesses have
carried the warning that the time of God’s
= - CONSOLATION



judgments iz come, and that the great day of
the final shaking of the earth is fast approach-
ing. There is, of course, no nation on earth that
has the right to call itself a Christian nation;
for no nation at the present time, nor any in
the past, i3 or was governed by other than hu.
man wisdom and policies: A profession by a
majority, or by government authority and
appointment of a clergy, as is the case in Eng-
land, does not make the nation a Christian
riation, Before the time of Christ God chose a
people to be under His peculiar care accord-
ing as they kept His law. But religion gained
the mastery over them. Hiz covenant with
them was broken, and when they fnally
bieught about the erucifixion of Jesus they
were rejected. Since then, as the Scriptures
stiow, God has been taking out of the world
& number who, at the end of the days, are made
a nation for Him. But these, few in number,
have always been ill-treated or persecuted both
by pagan and professed Christian govern-
ments and peoples, even to the extent of at-
tempted extermination. Because of their faith-
fulness to the teachings of Jesus, and their
conséecration to God, they have been separate
from the world—in the world; but not of it.
Jehovah’s witnesses have carried the message
of the Seriptures to the homes of the peoples
by means of literature, and the recordings of
Judge Rutherford’s ialks and speeches, and
theusands have learned the truth of the pres-
ent situation as between God and the nations
and peoples of earth. But because the clergy
of Protestantism no longer accept the Serip-
turés as the revelation of God, but use the Bi-
hle mostly a% a support to their various sys-
tems, the people do not know the Living God,
and can do little more in what is ealled prayer
than say some words, praying to they know not
what. It may be the ptirpose of God in these
days when He gathers the nations to judg-
ment that the enemy at the gates will be

frustrated in his purpose; but, if so, that will’

come fo pass apart from the prayers of multi-
tndes whe in no wise seek His will that they
may worship Him in spirit and ih truth,

Jesuit Comment -
® A statement recently made in British Com
ment has stirred “Reverend” J. A, Phillips, 2

Jesuit, to make some comments on it, and the
Catholie Times gives a prominent half page ta
his article. Consolation said of some Plymouth

Brethrén pamphleteers, who every now and
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again let loose their antipathy to the truths of
the Word of God now being carried abroad in
every possible land, and who use the weapons
of the Devil to try to injure the reputation of
Jehovah’s witnesses, “These men, blinded by
their perverseness, have learncd nothing {rom
the manifested hlessing of God upon the labors
of His people.” J. A. Phillips could not let that
pass; not because he would take up a defense
of the Plymouth Brethren, but because the
same words are applicable to all those religion-
igts 'who set themselves in opposition to the
work of God now being done by appointment
and command, “Reverend” Phillips makes a
ghort comment on Conselation’s statement. e
says, “The implication seems to be that since
the “Witnesses of Jehovah’ have increased in
number, their ideas and work must be pleas-

ing to God,” and adds, “Hitler might argue

much the same way about the extension of
the Beieh.” No. further comment is made on
the particular point, but it serves as a peg
upen which to hang some general comments
on Judge Rutherford, the witness, and to re-
mark upon the kind of people who accept and
believe what the “Reverend” Phillips calls
fantastic ideas. There is no section of religion-

‘igts more alive to the danger to organized re-

ligion by the present world-wide witness to
the message and the truth of the Secriptures
than that section, the Roman Catholic system,
to which J. A, Phillips owes allegiance. No
other system hag so much to lose as it, and be-
eause of its bold departure from the plain
reading and intent of the Seriptures, none is
as vulnerable nor as scnsitive to the message
of truth as it,

The remark in Consolation which brought
out Mr, Phillips’ article had no particular ref-
erence to the fact that hundreds of millions
of books and hooklets have been spread abroad
in the earth during the past years, nor to the
fact that many thousands of men and women
are devoting either the whole of their time or
as much of it as ean be “redeemed” from the
needs of home service to the work whieh they
know is the work of Cod to be accomplished
while it is yvet possible. Il was not these facts
-—the unprecedented work of putting the hun-
dreds of millions of volumes inte the hands
of the people that they may read and study
for themseives, nor the inerease in number
of the voluntary witnesses, as such-—to which
reference was made. 1t was to the faet that
seores of thousands of thinking persens, hav-
ing seen the truth, have entered into its light
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and have eonsecrated themselves fo God in full
purpose of serving Him as diseiples of Jesus.
And this in the days when all the chureh sys-
tems, the Roman Catholie included, eontinu-
ally have to report a lack in that very thing.
All the Protestant systems find themselves
suffering from what they would eall spiritual
sickness in their members—there is a lack of
reality among them-——and the Roman Catholic
system 1s troubled by reason of the fact that
80 very many of their numbers are not “prae-
ticing Catholieg”. The newspapers report that
a daring move was recently made in an Amer-
ican bishopric in that its numbers were re-

dueed by over 20,000 owing to a falling off in-

attendance at mass. No doubt that if the same
ecourse were followed by others the swollen

" figures of the Roman Catholie chureh would be
very vividly redueed.

The fact, plain to all these men who wateh
the work of Jehovah’s witnesses, is that there
is no other work in the earth at the present
time, nor has been since it pleased God to be-
gin this, “his strange work,” that brings
men and women”into the light of the Word of
God and into immediate relationship with
Him as this witness to the honor and vindiea-
tion of His name. There is no cffort to get
“eonverts”; theve are no spectacular revival
meetings; there is no personal gain to any

man, hut the blessing of God is manifest upon

it and upon those who in this way serve (iod
and Christ. 1f success in the service of -(od
were to be measured by man’s standards, then
the ehureh of Rome would be counted as the
. world’s greatest-suecess; for as a religious
system it stands apart from any other in size
and power, even as it does in its arrogant
claims. In this, as in all things connected with
the church of God, the Seriptures are the
standard of judgment, and every instructed
reader of the words of Jesus and of the apos-
tles knows that nothing the Lord said, or the
apostles said or visualized, has the slightest
semblance to the greaf system of the Papacy.
When Jesus was tempted of the Devil by the
suggestion that if Jesus would worship him

he would give Him the power and the glory

of all the kingdoms of the world, Jesus, with
spirit, said, “Get thee hence, Satan.” (Mat-
thew 4:10) Soon after the apostles had fin.
ished their conrse that evil spirit set ahout
corrupting the Word of God through false
brethren, and succeeded in establishing In the
world a political religious system which has
claimed and songht the very thing repudiated
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by Jests, 4s it has been by His faithful dis-
ciples ever sinee, .
“Reverend” Phillips, in his eagerness to up
hold the Roman Catholie chureh, speaks of
the message of truth as being no more than &
set of fantaslic interpretations of Seriptures.
He speaks of the witnesses as being in pro-
found and fanatieal ighoranee ; his (professed)}
idea of their mentality is that they are thrilled
“by the lurid picture of the great crash at
Armageddon”. He thinks they feel somewhat
exalted by having inside information of things
soon to happen. He thinks, too, they are a peo-
ple flled with fear of those things; and as to
the wilness work, he judges it to be an emo-
tional outhurst. Then he lets himself go a little
further: expeeting that Jehovah’s witnesses
will still increase in number and correspond-
ing aetlivity, he says there are yet great num-
bers of fools about. The quiet of the “rever-
end’s” life has been disturbed. He must have
spent eonsiderable time in conjuring up these
things ; for certainly he has not found them in
his experience. Perhaps his article is intended
to comfort and sdlace the members of his
e¢hurch ; for 1t'is evident the Roman Catholie

gystem i3 disturbed by the witness which Jeho-

vah’s witnesses give against religion, and
necessarily against it as the chief of the varic
ous systems. )

The question is, Why is the Roman Catholie
Hierarchy so perturbed by the activities if
the witness is no more than a fantasy, and the
witnesses fanalies and wéak-minded people,
and if, as their priests sometimes say, it is only
the rabble of the people who are affected by
the message of truth ? The same guestion arises
in connection with the Presbyterian Chureh
of Seotland, who lately published a pamphlet
carrying the same foolish suggestions. It may
be held for eertain that these supporters of the
religious systems do not believe the sugges-

-tions they make, and that fear of the truth is

the cause of their effusions in print and from
their pulpits. The apostle .Paul said, “The
weapons of our warfare are not carmal, but
mighty throogh God to the pulling down of
strong holds; easting down . . . every high
thing thal exalteth itself against. the knowl-
edge of God.”" (2 Corinthians 10:4,5) The
Plymonth Brethren elaim they have not erect-
ed a church system, but they are rather bitter
opponents of the truth, and they take the side
of 1hose systems which they profess to-con-

demn.

CONSOLATION




“*Dixie Land®

Sensible Timber-Cutting
4 Undér the heading “Pine-Tree Bankers”
The Reader’s Digest carries a story, condensed
from American Forests, of two young men
who are making a great success of scientific
Iumbering in the South. They have several
hundred clients, whose trees they eut seien-
tifically. Each client can have a eutting when

- he wants it, but only so that the forest is un-

- injured thereby. As a result, the returns from

the woodlots are steady, the forests never die

out, and the cutters have a permanent busi-
Ifless.- It iz a wonder nobody thought of it be-
ore.

Took His Hens to College

4 An Alabama lad heard a lecturer say that
good poultry stock would put youths through
college. He believed it, and it is the truth.
The time came when the lad wanted to go
higher. He could not leave the hens with no-
body to look after them, He took them zlong
with him, and the net profit of $30 a month
which they are paying him is enabling him to
get the eduecation he desires. He cares for the
_hens in the back yard of the place where he
boards.

Broke Their Legs Playfully

4 In a single night four long-term prisoners
in the prison camp at Dallas, Georgia, de-
liberately twisted their legs between the knee
and ankle so as to break them. The prison ward-
en explained that the men had heen treated
kindly and considerately (they must have
been!), that their legs will “mend in about
ten weeks and then we will put them back on
the rock pile”,

An Idea for Cripples

4 Ernest Ervin, Fairfield, Alabama, erippled
from birth, has a German police dog, trained
by himself, that pulls him and his little
rubber-tired wagon wherever he wishes to go.
He estimates that the dog hauls him at least
100 miles a week. The usual pace is 15 miles
an hour, but on occasion the dog has done 30,

Movable Cities of the TVA

¢ When one dam project is finished at one
gite of the Tennessee Valley Authority, the
workers’ homes are moved by barge to an-
other site, and considerable money is thereby
gaved, The homes are neat, attraetive and well
worth moving.

THE LAST CALL

. Now is your last chanee to send a year’s

subseription for The WATCHTOWER and
receive free a copy of Judge Rutherford’s
book Salvation and booklet Refugees. The
deadline is July 31.

All of the above literature will be sent to
you for the price of The WATCHTOWER
alone, which ig $1.00 a vear, If you are not a
gubseriber for the WATCHTOWER maga-
zine, send in at onee the ecupon below and
begin reading and studying the only magazine

published that announces and furnishes in-
struction eoncerning the Theocratic Govern-
ment of Jehovah. '

You will enjoy with satisfaction not only
the WATCHTOWER magazine, twice every
month, but also the textbook for the Jonadabs
entitled Selvefion and the booklet Kefugees,
both written by Judge Rutherford. Al of
these publications will give you a thorough
knowledge of the eourse you must pursue in
order to find the only plase of protection and
safety. Don’t delay ; send at onee!

WATCHTOWER, 117 Adams St., Brooklyt_l, N.Y.

Please serd me the Watechiower magazine for the next twelve months. Enclosed you will find $1.00
[$1.50 in countries other than U.S5.A.], Please send me free Judge Rutherford’s beok Salvation
and booklet Refugees.

Name Street

City ... Biate
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THE THEOCRATIC
CONVENTION

of
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

FIVE DAYS July 24-28 THIRTY CITIES -

Attend this assembly and hear Judge Rutherford’s addresses to the
convention and especially his elimax talk to the publie on the subject,

RELIGION AS A WORLD REMEDY

Sunday, July 28 at 4 P.M. (E.8.T.), in the Columbus Coliseum,
(hio State Fair Grounds, Columbus, Ohio.

FREE All persons of good-will welcome FREE

“He that hath an ear to hear” will come te one of the auditoriums of the

convention cities listed helow, tied with Columbus by direct wire.

Atlanta, Ga. Fort Worth, Texas St. Paul, Minn.
Bangor, Maine (3reat Fallg, Mont. San Antonio, Texas
Beaumont, Texas Honolulu, T. H. San Diego, Calif,
RBoise, Idaho Jackson, Miss, San Jose, Calif.
Boston, Mass. Kansas City, Mo, Savannah, (Fa.
Burlington, Vt. Lincoln, Nebr. Seattle, Wash.

Des Moines, Towa Long Beach, Calif. Sioux Falls, 8. Dak.
Dutath, Minn. Medford, Oreg. Spokane, Wash,

El PPaso, Texas Memphis, Tenn. Tampa, Fla.

Fargo, N. Dak. Montgomery, Ala. Tulsa, Okla.

Pueblo, Colo,
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