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Examination of Would-be Citizen
¢ “Where is Washington "’
“‘He ig dead.”’
‘T mean the capital of the United States.’’
““‘Oh, they loaned it all to Eurgpe.”’
“Do you promise to support the constitu-
tion "’
“Me? How can I? I have a wife and six
children to support.”’—Ezchange,

Spirits of Silkworms

¢ Fvery year thousends ef Japanese Bud-
dhists offer prayers to the spirits of silkworms,
cotton plants, cherry trees, sewing needles,
and millions of other deities ; whick makes one
glad one is not & Japanese Buddhist. Japan
worships the spirits of &ll scldiers that have
died in foreign wars, and now hag 130,967
of that kind of gods on the list of deities.

“Probably” :

@ The Chico Record, Chieco, California, re-
ferring to the arrest of ‘‘Reverend Father’’
J. B, Dermody, of St. John the Baptist Cath-
olie ¢hurch in Chico, for drunk driving in
Yuba City, involving a series of autc erashes,
menhtions that he was released on $300 bail
“‘and that he probably would be ordered to ap-
pear later”’, Probably? Probably{ Probably!

How Come, O Bachelor? How Come?
¢ Those were strange words which the bach-
elor Hitler addressed to the women ,of (er-
many at the Nuremberg Nazi Congress:
Babies are the best way to show vour pratitnds
to me and to all who are working to build up the
new Reich, We have made the men of termany
more manly and the women more womanly. ¥~

The American Mercury

4 The Ameriean Mereury, of Ameriean Air-
lines, Ine., leaves Boston 3: 20 p.m., New York
5:10 p.m., Nashville 8: 156 p.m., Dallas 1:30
aam., Tueson 5:33 am., and arrives at Los
Angeles at 7: 30 a.m, Thers is corresponding
serwice returning,

Artist’s History of Nazi Party
¢ Sired by Satan, dammed by & harlot,
suckled by sodomy, taught by the Inquisition,
honbdred by Catholic Aection, erowned by the
Jesuits, hailed by the pope, deified by Hitler,
and cursed by all honest: men.
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Real Patriots in Philadelphia and Jacksonville

REAST-BEATERS, Hearst-Americans,
goose-steppers, Stalinites, flag-wavers,

. child-maulers and Jes-
nit-religion-mongers
that would—
make America like Rus-
sia, Germany and Italy,
ture the etars and
Biripes into & matador’a
searf, deny edueation to
honest and true litile
Americans,
learn a great lesson,
That is, they do if
they are not solid
conerete  above the
neck.

Federal Jndge
Maris, Philadelphia,
Attorney Edgar W.
Waybright, of Jack-
gonville, Florida, and
Gold V. Sanders, edi-
tor of the Jackson-
ville Journal, do all
America g great serv-
ice ; not forgetting the
backing of the Balti-
more Sun, America’s
best-edited paper.

By now almost ev-
ery newspaper in the
United States knows
what the Baltimore
Sun announced edi-
torially, that is:

Federal Judge Albert
B. Maris, in Philadel-

phia yesterday (December 1} ruled that school
children cannot be compelled to salute the Ameri-
can flag if they consider this a violation of their
religious beliefs. At last we have found a judge
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The Fasciat ukagse—

(now rescinded a8 to conscientions Christiana)

who fa.kes the First Amendment of the Constitn-
.tion seriously! It is to be hoped that the case will

be promptly appealed
and finally taken to the
Bupreme Court, for we
need the word of the
highest tribunal on this
point. For while it may
seem to be frivolous, it
isn’t. True, it hurts no-
body to salute the flag;
but it hurfs plenty to
have any set of job-
Lolders, even a school
board, vested with the
power to compel the
citizens of a free epun-
try to do anything they
eonscienticusly object to
doing. The only thing
thet ean justify such
compulsion is the threat
of great and immediate
danger to the country.
Judge Maris has done
what he eounld to vindi-
cate the old Ameriean
belief I freedom of
conseience, May ke have

- plenty of imifators.

Essential portions of
Judge Maris’ decision
appear on page 8 of
thig publication; At-
tention is for the mo-
ment centered on
Jacksonville, Florida,
which wag 1 the lime-
light when the Marig
decision was given.

A Manufactured Scare in Florida
To anybody with a sense of humor 11 is per-
feetly eomiesl that anybody in the ‘Key City’

3




.
~

of Florida would fall for the pope’s manu-
factured scare that the whole world is going

. Communist. Some gentlemen did; but they
are sorry, and should be. Mr. Sanders and
Mr, Waybright helped them to be sorry, and
had a good time doing it, It is all history now.
So this’is a lesson in histery; but 1t Iy history
still in the making, and ocught te be good
reading.

In the first place, any person wilh a little
more brains than the average ape can sce that
there i3 no choiee between Stalin and Hitler;
both practiced the murder of those that put
them in power; both have a devilish Gestapo
spying upon every liberty, even of thought;
both maintain hell-holes in the guise of prisons
where those who have any god except Stalin
or Hitler may be tortured or destroyed ; both
believe themselves monarchs, in the same class
with Mussolini and Franco; neither one be-
lieves in democracy ; bolh hate the principles
for which the United Siates government
stands ; both believe that the state is the whole
thing; both regard the common people as
merely breeders of eannon fodder or subjects
whose chicf aim in life must be to keep Stalin
and Hitler in their jobs.

Why should Jacksonville wish to ape either
Stalin or Hitler! Tt does not. Sanders and
Wayhright helped them to see the light. Here
is the story: T

Hitlerism Menaces Jucksonville

Salute to the ruler or to the symbol of his
government is the outward manifestation of
loyalty to the Fascist state. In addition to
much saluting, other earmarks are the stifling
of religious liberty and of freedom of speech
and press, and subjeetion of all persons to the
demands of the state. No genuwine American
has any use for Faseism ; for it means the loss
of dearly hought liberties. Every real Chris-
tian abhors Fascism, for its father is the Devil,
Religious racketeers, commereial plutoerats
and political grafters are the ones who profit
through oppression of their fellow men and
who welcome the swastika,

Often those who talk loudest and longest in
favor of patriotism commit the worst acts of
enmity against it Barly in January of this
year the American Legion Auxiliary of South
Jacksonville, not having anything particular-
Iy useful to do, decided to promote the canse
of patriotism in the city. It adopted a resolu-
tion disclosing to the unsuspecting world that

4

there is *‘an amazing lack of respeet and ven-
eration for the flag’’. It proposed that every
school kid have veneration instilled inte him .
by means of compulsory saluting of the ban-
ner. The dearec, therefore, went forth, and the
process of venerating the {lag by means of en-
foreed oheisanee began.

Julian Greer was a pupil in the Lackawanna
sehool. ITe declined to participate in the flag
salute because of the command of Jehovah
God to abstain from bowing down or render- .
ing obeisanes to an image or symbol of any-
thing. . IT Julian had smothered his convie-
tions, and hypecritically obeyed the teacher’s
command, he would have won the applause
and eommendation of the educational bigwigs
of the town. For remaining true to his con.
victions this lad was prohibited from‘attend-
ance at the public schools. But even that was
not sufficient. His father was a city employes.
Apparently .the father did not have enough
vencration for the flag and needed to be
purged. The city commissioners ohligingly
adopted a ruling requiring eity employees to
salute the flag, and J. 2. (Grcer was then
thrown out of employment, Both these errors
have since been corrected ; thanks to Jehovah
God primarily, and incidentally to Attorney
Edgar W. Waybright and the Jucksonville
Journal's editor, Gold V. Sanders. Waybright
rendered essential legal aid gratis and San-
ders gave publicity to the unhely inquisition.
These men did not propose that their city
should be Hitlerized if they eould help it
They could help it, and they did.

“Heil der Fuehrer”

In Qermany all persons ‘‘Heil IHitler”’,
from carly morn until dewy eve. Anywhere
and everywherc the national salutation must
be given. And Germany has abandoned the
code of freedom in cutirety. Jacksonville was
on the way, but (reer is back in his job and
his son is back in school, Both are better
Americans than ever, because they learned
that good lawyers and good newspapers still
fight for justice and the rights of man,

“Save the country from Communism’™ was
the alibi presented by these super-patriots for-
their actions. No one ever heard of a Com-
munist refusing to salute the flag; but it
makes a good program, and runs true to the
Faseist model. Hitler enslaved the German
people to ‘‘save them from Communism’’.
Mussolini stole the liberties of the Italians to
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“*save them from Communism’’, Franco mur-
ders women and children to ‘‘save Spain from
Communism’’, Japan burglarizes the Chinese
to “‘save China from Communism’’, And the
Hitler worshipers of Jacksonville would have

“been willing, it seems, to destroy freedom of
worship, frecdom of speech, and the right to
maintain a livelithood, in order to ‘‘save Jack-
sonville from Communism’ ’

And who arc the Jacksonville super-
patriots that would deify the flag and regi-
ment the people?

‘Number One, R. C. Marshall, superintend-
ent of sehodls, and dictator of the hoard of
education. It is not known whether the mem-
bers of the board and Boss Marshall salute
the flag at the regular sessions, but, seeing it
is 50 bencfieial in inculeating veneration, it is
suggested that they follow along with the
rest of the city.

Next in line is Commissioner T. C. Imeson,
papa of the rule swastika-izing the city em-
Ployees, who saw a *‘ Communist’’ under every
ghrub and around every corner, He seemsg to
have been Fascist at heart and as such would
be in duty bound to believe that Japan is do-
ing a Christian act in slaughtering Chinese
men, women and children.

Because some members of the American

Legion fought in battle, that organization and
its feminine auxiliary consider themselves
divinely ordained to promote veneration of
the flag by any kind of bulldeozing tacties.
Back of the front line offensive is the Ro-
- man Catholic Hierarchy. This is not only a
religious, but & political organization. It
backed Hitler and hoisted him into power. It
is in partnership with Mussolini. It supports
Franco in the rape of Spain. It iz a prime
mover in the overthrow of republican govern-
ment in Brazil. And undoubtedly it is sup-
porting heathen Japan in its brutal attack
upon China. In Ameriea ‘‘Catholic Action’’
works with the reactionary elements in the

campaign to rob Amerieans of their funda- .
mental libertics. Compulsory flag-saluting and:

enforeed oaths of allegiance are important
steps in that campaign,

Cowardly and Un-American

The night-shirted Ku Klux Klan, through
its grand dragon, hastened to manifest its ap-
proval of the Jacksonville camapaign to inject
veneration of the flag by force. So we see the
hooded order and the papal machine [to which
DECEMBER 29, 1957
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it recently sold its Imperial Palace in Atlan-
ta] joining together in a modern inquisition
againgt Christianity. They would vrender
everything to Caesar, and nothing to God.
Thus you have the papal banner flying side
by side with the Ku Klux pennant in this
campaign to slur and insult the ‘‘stars and
stripes’’ by making it a symbol of fear, op-
pression and intolerance.

That iz the motley array ‘which frame
mischief by law’ and ‘“gather themselves to-
gether against the soul of the righteous, and
condemn the innocent hlood’. (Psalm 94:
20, 21) The conspiracy was directly framed
against Jchovah's witnesses. It was designed
to bring them into disrepute by plastering
them as Communists guilty of sedition and
disloyalty. It was also aimed at all persons
who believe in and support the American
principles of freedom and liberty. But At-
torney Waybright and Editor Sanders smoked
them out and they backed down and gave up
Faseism in Jacksonville,

Jehovah’s witnesses are not disloyal. They
take the position that Jesus took. He would
not salute & flag, nor bow down to an image
of any kind. They stand by His proposition
to ‘render unto Caesar what belongs to
Caesar, and to Cod what belongs to God’,
Courts and lawmakers in free countries have
recognized that the law of God is supreme and
khonld be obeyed even though the law of man
is in confliet therewith. It is unfortunate that
the city of Jacksenville would permit a few
misguided Fascist admirers to even try to veto
that principle.

BYMBOLS AND SENSE
[Facksenville (Fla.} Journal editorial under date
of November 8, 1937}

Suspended from sehool because he would
not galute the fiag, Julian Greer, 10, is learn-
ing an important lesson.

The lesson is that grown-ups never grow
up, some of them.

We speak of the zealots whose idea of honor-
ing the flag is not to honor what it stands for
but to flex one’s elbow towards it.

We speak of the ‘‘authorities’”’ who seé in
10-vear-old Julian’s religious scruple an
affront to the sovereign dignity of the United
States. .

The youngster has an excuse, while the
disciplinarians do not, With them, no religious

principle is at stake.
(Continued on page 7)




HENEVER you

read of Hitler’s
Brown-Shirted Nazis
throwing political
dissenters into filthy
coheentration eamps
for long sentences—

And whenever you
read of Mussolini’s
Black-Shirted Fas-
cists cracking the
skulis of those sus-
pected of disagreeing
with any of his poli-
cies of state—

And when you read
of political dissenters
in Russia being lined
up before a firing
squad—

You refleet that
‘¢ patriotism’’ in these
unhappy lands con-
sists of enforeed adu.
lation for the despot
in power, and you
hitch  yoursclf more
comfortably in your
arm chair and sigh
thankfully, <1'm glad
itean’thappenhare!””

But it is happening
here nearly every day
in some part of the
country.

In various parts of
America there are
mayors, policemen,
schoal hoards and oth-
er small frv offleials

It’s Happening Here Every Day
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imitating Hitler aud
Mussolini. Their proce-
ess of thinking and
their means of attaining an end are identical
with those of the Eutopean dictators.

In some cities they will slam. you in jail for
even anumouncing that you intend to spesk
against the cstablished political parties. Tt
happened to Farl Browder in Terre Haute,
Indiana.

In other cities they will put you on a chain
gang for the mere possession of literature un-
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BRATN DISTASE TNCRFASING

For the first time in medical history, actual phutograple of the mradual Jdisin:
tegration of cerebral tissue, now so world-wide, hnve heen obtgined.

favorable to the established governinental
order, 1t happened 1o Jack Barton in
Bessemer, Ala.

In many eities they will deny your child sn
edueation if 3L refuses to salule Lthe Ameriean
flag. Tt has happened often, and only this week
it happened to & 12 year o1d girl in Atlanta, Ga.

Dorothy Leoles, sixth grade pupil, was ex-
pelled from sehool by the Atlanta sehool board
: CONSOLATION



' becaiise she declined t6 salute the flag. She is
the daughter of Feorge Leoles, an Ameriean-
ized’ Greek who has lived in this couhtry 30
years, and who is a member of .2 religious
order calied Jehovah’s witnesses, Leoles ap-
peared hefore the school authorities and gave
three reasons why his daughter could not
" salute the flag and swear allegianee to it: .

1. To salute the flag is a violation of the
divine commandment, ‘Thou shalt have. no
other God before Me.? :

2. To salute the flag means in effect that
the persen saluting aseribes salvation to it,
whereas salvation is of Jehovah God.

3. Saluting is a part of the creed of a secret
order of so-ealled patriots, teaching a ritual

of patriotism, and from such all true Chris.

tians are commanded to turn aside,

The school board was unithpressed, and ex-
pelled the child, adding that *‘all students
must salute the flag and pledge their allegianee
+ or they will face the same fate.”’
 Thus we have the spectacle of grown chau-
vinists on a big city’s scheol hoard making
themselves ridiculous by attempting to force
patriotism upon a child!

Tt is the spirit and intent of Iitler, Musso-
lini and Stalin imported to this so-called free
country. It is the rule of the mailed fist, nfter-
ly foreign to the original ideals of Ameriea,
1t is the despot’s command of ‘“Think as I
think, or else—1"’

Buch idioey is blooming throughout Ameri-
ca with inercasing frequency. But the fact that
it happened in Atlanta should eause no sur-
prise. For Atlanta cops enly a few weeks ago -«
met the Communist candidate for president
at the railroad station and guarded him be-
tween trains io see that he didn’t make a
speech!

How can lave for America be instilled into
school children when one moment they are
taught that its flag is the emblem of freedom,
and the next are ordered to salute the flag
or be kicked out of school?

How can grown cilizens be permeated mth
gregler patriotism when they hear Roosevelt
and Landon falk sbout our Priceless Herilage
of Liberty, only to read where one of their
opponents for the presidency has been locked
in jail and denied his right to speak in behalf
of his candidacy?

It "is quite possible that readers of these
columns are bored with repeated editorials
on the freedom of conscience. But our answer
is, no subject is of equal importance in this
great eouniry for the reason that freedom of
conseience is being punished with alarming
frequence from one end of the land to the
other.

Responsible citizens should protest against
every evidence of tyranny of public officials—
and, if necessary, fight them.—Dothan Fagle.

Real Patriots in Philadelphia and Jacksonville

(Continued from poge 5)

For Greer’s particular convietions we hold
no brief, though we do admire the lad and
think eonvictions, by and large, goed things
to have.

In conneetion with the ineident, one of the
high-ups in the school system here is- reported
to have said:

““The American flag is the symbol of the
country that has given everyone the right to
worship ag they please.”’

Except in point of grammar, we agree;
everyone should have the right to worship ds
he pleases, and that is just the point.

The educator goes on to say:

“The least we can expeet is that it (the
flag) be saluted.”’

How this follows we cannot quite see. Com-
pulsory saluting the flag is in Julian’s case
DEGEMEER 29, 1937

4 violation of the very freedom the flag is
supposed to stand for.

WHICH IS THE MENACE?
[Facksonville (Fla.) Journal editorial under date
of November 19, 1937]

America is more menaced by the menace
of communism, than by communism itself.
In other words, the real danger is that,

-while running from communism, we may fall

into fascism.

It is our belief that the latter drift is no-
ticeable.

And we have yet to find that communist
under our bed!

Dispatches from Paris revive the argument,
Over there, authorities bave just discovered
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large quantities of high explosives, cached
away with machine guns, ,
e revolutionary plet was laid to the
- **hooded men’’ of France. And generally
viewed as ringleader of the abortive revolu-
tion is one La Roque, who heads the outlawed
Croix de Feu. _
In translation, the French means ¢'Cross
of Fire.”’
A penny for your thoughts!
Yes, the Ku Klux Klan crossed our mind,
too, with its hoods and its crosses of fire!
We need not lzbor the un-American meth-
ods of this allegedly super-American order.
To get on with our parallel, we point to
rezetionary discontent with the present liberal
government, discontent in high places.
We've all heard it said that what this eoun:
try really needs is a strong man, a dictator.

-

-

Dictators have been the answer to liberal-
ism and labor in more than one country of
Europe:

And in each case, the faseists resorted to
red-baiting hysteria, to gel into power. Soliei-
tors for KKK memberships have lately been
using the ‘‘menace of communism’ as a sales
talk.

We are not alarmigts. But it is the part of
good sense to Lreat early svmploms.

Mobs in Miami, wearing Klan regalia, raid
night clubs and steal cash in moral indigna-
tion.

‘Boon Jacksonville ig to be the seene of an
open-air ‘‘naturalization,’ or KKK initiation.

Ilow do current practices square with
founding prineiples?

What'’s to keep the Iiberty League from
putting an a bedsheet, too?

Federal Court (Judge Maris on the Bench) Upholds Right to
Refuse to Salute the I'lag

{(From The Legal Intelligencer of December 2, 1937)

The plaintiffs, Walter Gobitis and his two
minor children, Lillian and William, have
filed their bill in equity against the School
Distriect of the PBorough of Mincrsville,
Sehuylkill County, Pa., and against eight in-
dividuals, seven of them eomprising the hoard
of school directors of the school distriet, and
onc of them being the superintendent of
schools of the distriet.

The bill avers that the minor plaintiffs, who
reside in the Borough of Minersville, attended
the publie schools econducted by the defend-
ants prior to November 6, 1935, On that day
the defendant school direetors adopted a
sehool regulation requiring zll teachers and
pupils of the schools to salute the American
flag as a part of the daily cxercises and pro-
viding that refusal to salute the flag should be
regarded as an act of insubordination and
should be dealt with accordingly. Plaintifls,
who are members of a body of Christians
known as Jehovah's witnesses, are conscien-
tiously opposed upon religious grounds to
saluting the {flag, since they eonsider such
action to be a direet violation of divine eom-
mandments laid down in the Bible, The minor
plaintiffs having heen conscientiously unable,
because of their religious beliefs and manner
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of worship, to salute the flag as required by
the regulation of the defendant scheol direc-
tors, above referred to, they were on Novem-
ber 6, 1935, expelled by the defendant super-
intendent of schools from the publie schools
conducted by the defendants, and by reason
thereof have since been unable to attend those
schools.

The bill further avers that plaintiff, Walter
(Gobitis, is financially unable to provide an
edueation for the minor plaintiffs at a private
school and that the refusal of the defendants
te permit them to remain in the publie schools
has damaged him in excess of $3,000. Alleg-
ing that the defendants’ regulation violates
the fourteenth amendment to the Federal
Constilution, in that it unreasonably restriets
the freedom of religious helief and worship
and the free exercise thereof of the plaintiffs,
the bill seeks an injunction restraining the
defendants from enforeing the regulation
against the plaintiffs, The defendants have
moved to dismiss the bill upon the grounds
that a good cause of aetion is not set forth
and that, even if it is, this court has no juris-
dietion to entertain it.

In digposing of defendants’ motion the
faets set forth in the bill and the inferences
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propetly to be drawn therefrom must be taken
to be true. Considering them in this light we
will first examine the cause of aciion averred
by the bill, It is elaimed on behalf of the minor
plaintiffs that they have the right to attend
the defendants’ public schools: indeed that
‘they are required by law to attend them un.
less they ean seeure equivalent edueation pri-
vaiely. This, however, Walter Gobitis avers

he ig financially unable to provide. They -

further contend that the enforcement of de-
fendants’ regulation econditions their right
upon their participation in what is to them a
religions ceremony to which ihey are con.
seientiously opposed, thus depriving them of
their liberty of conscience without due process
of law. They also say that, since they are re-
quired by law to attend defendants’ public
schools being financislly unable to secure an
equivalent eduecation privately, they are by
reason of the regulation in question placed
under legal compulsion to participate in an
aet of worship contrary to the dictates of their
consciences.

Under section 1414 of the Schoo! Code, as
recenily amended (24 P. 8. sec, 1421), the
minor plaintiffs are required to attend a day
sehool continuously throughout the eniire
term during which the public elementary
sehool in their distriet shall be in segsion, un-
til they respeectively. reach 18 years of age.
Section 1423 of the Sehool Code (24 P.8S.
see. 1430) provides that every parent of any
¢hild of school age who fails to comply with
the provisions of the act regarding compul-
sory attendanee is guilty of a misdemeanor.
In the light of these statutory provisions and
of section 1 of Art. X of the State Consti-
tution which direets the General Assembly to
f‘provide for the maintenanee and support of
a thorough and efficient system of publie
schools, wherein all the children of this Com-
monwealth above the age of 8ix years may
be educated”’, we concluded that the minor
plaintiffs have a right to attend the publie
schools and indeed a duty to do so0 if they are
unable to secure un eguivalent education
privately.

Heetion 3 of Art, I of the Constitution of

" Pennsylvania provides that ““ All men have a
natural and indefeasible right to worship
Almighty God according to the dictates of
their own conseiences; . .. no human au-
thority can, in any case whatever, contrel or
DECEMBER 29, 1937

interfere with the Tights of conscience . .’ ”’

Thig is but the expression of the full and free

right which, as Mr. Justice Miller said in

Watson v. Jones, 80 U, 8. 679, in this country
is conceded to all ‘‘to entertain any religious
helief, to practice any religious principle, and
1o teach any religious doctrine which does not
violate the laws of morality and property, and
which does not infringe personal rights’®,
The right of conscience referred to in the
Pennsylvania Constitution was defined hy
Chief Justice Gibson in Commonwealth v,
Lesher, 17 8. & R. 155, to be “‘a right to wor-
ship the Supreme Being according to the die-

tates of the heart ; to adopt any ereed or hold -

any opinion whatever on the subject of reli-
gion; and to do, or forbear to do, any act for
eonscience’ sake, the doing or forbearing of
which, ig not prejudicial to public weal’’. In
these words that eminent jurist clearly stated
the principle which underlies the constitu-
tional provisions of all the States and which
js one of the fundamental bases upon which
our Nation was founded, namely, that individ-
uals have the right not only to enterfain any
religious beliel but also to do or refrain from
doing any act on conscientious grounds, which
does not prejudice safety, morals, property or
personal rights of the people. .

In applying this principle it is obvious that
the individual concerned must be the judge of
the validity of his own religious beliefs. Lib-
erty of conscience means liberty for each in-
dividual to deeide for himself what is to him
religious. If an individual sincerely bases bis
acts or refusals to aet on religious grounds
they must be accepled as such and may only
be interfered with if it becomes necegsary to
do so in connection with the exercise of the
police power, that is, if it appears that the
public safety, health or morals or property or
personal rights will be prejudiced by them.
To permit public officers to determine whether

. the views of individuals sincerely held and
, their acts sincerely undertaken on religious

grounds are-in fact based on convietions reli-
gious in character would be to sound the death
knell of religious liberty. To such a pernicious
and alien doetrine this court cannot subseribe,

In the present case the bill avers that the
refusal of the minor plaintiffs to salute the
flag is based on conscientious religions
grounds. It seems obvious that their refusal to
salute the flag in school exercises eould not in
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any way prejudice or imperil the publie safe-
ty, health or morals or the property or per-
sonal rights of their fellow-citizens., Certainly
no such suggestion was made by the defend-
ants at the argument. However, in the view
we have taken, sueh prejudice or peril, if it
exists, i3 a matter of defense. Consequently
we must hold on this motion that the action of
the minor defendants in refusing for comn-
svience’ sake to salute the flag, a ceremony
whieh they deem an aet of worship to be ren-
dered to (od alone, was within the rights of
eonscience gnaranteed to them by the Penn-
sylvania Constitution. The conelusion is ines-
capable that the requirement of that ceremony
as a condition of the exereising of their right
or the performance of their duty to attend
ihe publie schools violated the Pennsylvania
Constitution and infringed the liberty guar-
anteed them by the fourteenth amendment.
We are aware that a number of eourts have
reached a contrary conclusion: Hering v,
State Board of Edueation, 117 N. J. L. 455,
189 A. 629, affirmed N. J. L.; 194 A 177;
Leoles v. Landers, Ga., 192 5. E. 218; Nichols
v. Mayor and School Coramittee of Liynn,
Mass., T N. E. {2d) 577. In each of these
cases it was beld that the salute to the flag
could have no religions significance. In so
holding, however, il appears to us that the
eourts which decided these cases overlooked
the fundamental prineiple of religious liberty
to which we have referred; namely, that no
man, even though he be a school director or
a judge, is empowered to censor another’s re-
ligious convictions or set bounds to the areas
of human conduct in which those eonvictions
should be permitted to control his actions, un-
less eompelled to do so by an overriding public
necessity which properly requires the exer-
cise of the public power. Furthermore it ap-
pears that the courts in these cases largely re-
lied on Hamilton v, Regents, 293 U. 8. 245, in
which the Supreme Court held that a regula-
tion of the University of California making

military training compulsory for all students -

did not unduly infringe the liberty of students
who are opposed to war and military {rain-
ing on religious grounds, That decision, how-
ever, was placed upon the ground that al-
though the right to entertain the beliefs, to
adhere to the principles and 1o teach the doe-
trines on which these students based their ob-
jections to military training is ineluded in the
religious liberty of the individual, that liberty

10

had not been infringed by the regulation in
question sinee the objecting students were
not required by law to attend the university,
and in any event the right of the State in the
interest of public safety to require its eitizens
to prepare for its defense by force of arms
was paramount o their right to religious lib--
erty. In that case Mr. Justice Butler said:

There need be no attempt to enwmerate or com-
prehensively to define what is included in the
“Iiberty” protected hy the due process clause. Un-
doubtedly if: does include the right to entertain the
beliefs, to adhere fo the prineiples, and to teach
the doctrines on which these students haze their
objections to the order preseribing military train-
ing: Meyer v. Nebraska, 262 U, 5. 390, 399; Pierce
v. Society of Sisters, 268 1. 8, 510; Stromberg v.
California, 283 U. 8. 359, 368-36%; Near v. Min-
nesota, 283 U, 8, 697, 707. The fact that they are
able to pay their way in this university but not in
any other institution m California is without sig-
nificance upon any coaslitutional or ather question
here involved. California hag not draffed or called
them to attend the university. They are seeking
cducation offered by the State and af the same time
insisting that they be exeluded from the preseribed
course solely upon grounds of their religious be-
liefs and eonseientious objections {o war, prepara-
tion for war, and military edueation. Taken on the
basis of the faets alleged in the petition, appellants’
cententions amount to no more than an assertion
that the due proeess clause of the fourteenth
amendment as a safegnard of “liberty” eonfers
the right to be stidents in the State university free
from obligation to take military training as one of
the eonditions of attendence.

Viewed in the light of our decisions that. prop-
ogition must at onee be put aside as untenable.

The authority conferred by the Pennsyl-
vania School Code upon the defendant sehool
distriet is to adopt ‘““and enforee such reason-
able rules and regulations as it may deem
necessary and proper . . . regarding the con-
duct and deportment of all pupils attending
the publie schools in the distriet”. (24 P. S.
sec. 338) It will thus be seer that the power
conferred upon the defendant school directors
was to adept such regulations ag are reason-
able, There is in the present bill, however, no
averment that the regulation in gquestion is
unrcasonable. Relief is not sought upon the
ground that the defendants are without power
under the 8Sehool Code to adopt and enforee
the regulation or that they are prohibited by
it from deing so. Obviously it eannot he said
that the regulation is unreasonable per se or
that eonsidered generally it is repugnant to
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the Constitution or laws of the State. It is
only in its application to the minor plaintiffs
that it viclates the constitufional guarantees.
What we have here is an action by publie
‘officers, agents of the State, within the scope
of the power conferred upon them by statute

"which when applied to these plaintiffs depriﬁes

them of their liberty of conseience in violation
of the fourteenth amendment. Sich an abuse
of . power presents a case arising under the
Constitution, and this eourt aceordingly has
jurisdietion. . . .

Calif ornia

Child Persecution
HE San Leandro board of education joins
the ranks of school directors who would
sentence children to illiteracy as a punish-
ment for the religious beliefs of their parents,
The six-year-old girl in this case, it is no
surprise to find, is the child of members of the
sect ealled Jehovah’s witnesses, They inter-
pret the Bible to command them to pay hom-
age to no inanimate objeet. Therefore they do
not salute flags, not because they have any
grudge against flags, but becanse they think
God has forbidden such homage. No question
of patriotism or lack of it is involved. This
¢hild, following her parvents’ teachings, re-
fused to join in the flag salute in a San Lean-
dro school.
And so the high and mighty San Leandro
board of education says this child shall suffer

for obedience to her parents, She shall be de-

prived of an eduecation. The board’s agent,
School Superintendent Cartwright, put it in
words like these: “*If the mother won’t let her
child salute the flag, she’ll have to keep her
home.?’

Evidently the San Léandro hoard holds it
i3 good for citizenship to bar children from
schooling. Evidently it believes that patriot-
ism ecan be clubbed into citizens. Evidently,
too, it has not heard about the Sacramento
cage in which Judge Shields held that a board
of edueation Has no authority under the law
for excluding a child from school because of
refusal to salute the flag, :

Fortunately, however, thig child will not be
deprived of her schooling and will not have to
go to law to get it. Just across the line in Oak-
land is a more enlightened board of education
which does not believe in punishing children
for the religious beliefs of their parents,
Superintendent E. W, Jacobsen of Qakland
says she can attend one of his schools where
she need not join, if her religion so dietates,
in the custom of saluting the flag,
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There are such boards and happily they
seem to be in the majority. Jehovah’s wit-
nesses appear to be fairly well scattered over
the country. Yet it is only an oceasional board
of education that suffers from the inferiority
complexes that ingpire persecution of children
because their parents happen to have queer
religious notions.—San Franeciseo Chrondcls,

Common Sense in Qakland

4 H. R. Hewitt, Oskland, California, thinks
that when men in public life show good old
American ¢common sense they should be com-
mended for it. Hence a letter to the Gakland
Tribiine in which he said:

“Salute, bow down, worship—or else—!? The
issue of supremacy, old and new—an objeet to bow
te, patrictic musie, pay homage to, salute, venerate
—or else! (Daniel, chapter 3)

Free America! Thank God the Qakland super-
intendent of schools is man enough and Ameriean
enough to stand by the democracy our forefathers
suffered to establish. We want none of this Nazi,
Fageist, “Heil,” “Saluta"—or else tyranny in
America,

Jehovab’s witnesses are law-ahiding citizens—

.not Fascisfs or Communisis—respecting though

not seluting any man-made symbol-—a Christian
organization, not in any sense religious. Believers
in divine prophecy and the Bible and not in eustom
or tradition {(Jeremiah 10:3), hence not a eult.
Followers of the Prince of Peace “doing violenee

to ro man,” so of no danger to the welfare of the
nation. Stable citizens in a time of national and

~world unrest,

Bo it i3 to be “unhenlthy” for Christizns to
“obey God” in a “Christian” nation (Acts 4:19
and 5:29-42}. Remember the Almighty God is still
supreme, and there are sti]ll many real Americans
left. Shall we be ruled by the whims of men who
crack the whip and thresten and ecerce us, or by
the Christian standards of.liberty? When God says
1o, shall we add yes? (Deuteronomy 4:2; 5:8,9)

Let us keep America—Ythe land of the free and
the home of the brave.”
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“Away Down South in Dlxle

YHE substltutlon of foolishness for patriot-

ism still goes on. Down in Atlanta the
father of a sixth grade girl is contemplating
legal azction to force the reinstaterment of his
daughter who was expelled frem the publie
gchools because, as & member of the scot of
" Jehovah’s witnesses, she refused to salute the
American flag.

Jehovah’s witnesses may be ‘a people who
are mistaken in their faith that they should
pledge allegiance to nothing less than God.
But certainly they are no more mistaken than
those patrioteers who would expel from the
publie sehools children whe refuse to be legally
compelled to make a patriotic gesture. Pa-
triotism is not to be secured by legal eompul-
sjion. Patriotism springs spontaneously from
. love of country. It is a matter of the heart,
not of compulsory, publie display, If sixth
graders were foreign spies or other enemies
of this country, they would promptly salute
the flag to cover their wicked machinations,
Those who refuse to salute and subjeet them-
selves to expulsion by so doing may better
display the stuff of which loyalty is made than
the docile who submit to & ridieulous law.

These flag saluting statutes which require
the expulsion of children who refuse to salute
serve no purpose save that of making the law
ridieulous, And if making the law of the land
ridiculous is the way to make patriots, it is,
to say the least, a brand-new way to magke
them.—Raleigh (N.C.) News and Observer.

Powell Gets Sarcastic
¢ Ordinarily, Grover Powell is not sareastie,
but he recently sent in a elipping showing that
Clifford Jackson, Negro laborer, had been
_offered T5¢ a day wages, and, having declined
it, was then sent {o the chain gang for a year.
Powell says, and it really seems sareastie:
He was offered the magnificent sum of 7S¢ per
day for hard lsbor, He worked one day. It seems
that he was given two meals, which were charged
to him at the rate of 25¢ each, which left Clifford
with 3¢ with whick to get the third meal, pay his
house rent, buy his elothes, and purchase the other
things necessary o run his house, if he lives in a
house, By careful planning with this goodly sum
ke may be gble to save enough to see the cireus
once in a lifetime, The offer was so attractive you
would wonder why the sheriff had not regigned and
applied for the job.
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Reid Gets Sarcastic, Also

# Charles 3. Reid, Woodbury, (Ga., wrote a
note to the Atlanta Journael that is enough to
make all the fish-eating patriots get together
and oil up the machinery of the Inquisition.
With biting sareasm he said:

It is gratifying to know that at last unpatrictic
Americans are to he 4nade pafriotic in spite of
themselves, thanks {o the action of the Georgia
board of education. No movement in the history
¥ this naticn is so important as the late ruling of
the board, requiring the United Bfates flag to wave
over each schoolhouse throughout the state, and
the feachers and pupils be required to do proper
obeisance,

Ko nation ean continue to hold its own among
other natione without militeristic prineiples. We
learned this from Germany, Italy end Russia. Tn-
like religion, patriotism ean no longer be con-
sidered a matter of the heart, but a thing for
coercion. We eome to rcalize that no American
naturally is patriotie. Patriotism is just not born
in him. ¥ence, use force, This instills the most
perfect guality. It is made indelible by the brand-
ing iron, as it were, And there is no more spectacu-
lar expression of this militaristic loyalty than fag
safuting. The flag should be raised over every
christening font, and the infant candidate be made
to raise its-tiny hands in salutation as part of the
baptismal eceremony. Thus it would early accustom
itself to the form of lip and gesture service,

Want a Job on the Decker Place?

4 Maybe you want a job on the Decker place,
Clarksdale, Miss. There are some drawbacks,
if you get int debt to Mr. Decker. J. W. Wig-
gins, colored man, got in debt to the tune of
$175, and (so it secms) in order to prevent hig’
running away without paying it, it was neces-
sary to have his good wife chained to her bed
with a trace ehain. The chain was locked
around her neck. This seems a little irregular,
even in the state of the blowtorch murders,

The Great Norris Dam

& The great Norris dam, in the Tennessee
valley, cost $36,000,000. The strueture is 253
feet in height, and will make a narrow lske
with a shore line of 800 miles. One village aite
will be buried 200 feet under the waters, but
the village, with all bridges and roads and
railreads, has Tbeen thoved, inecluding 3,500
families and their homes. Trees also have been
removed. _
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A “Reverend” Burglar and His Accessory

# At Clarksville, Tenn, the ‘‘Reverend”
J. €. Kates broke into the house of his son,
Anthony Kates, and took twoe Fiches hooks,
one Enemies book and some booklets, amount-
ing, in all, to $1.15 value, and took the books
10 the HRoman Catholie chief of police, one
J. B. Robinson, and that gentleman, when

inquiry was made for the books, and their re-

turn was requested, showed himself an acess-
sory to the erime of the ' Reverend” by mak-
ing the following statement, showing ulter
contempt for the laws he swore to uphold;

I put them in the furnace, and if you want more,
tell the Lord to send youu more.

Head No Part of the Body

¢ In the murder trial in Florida where the
Tampa chief of police and seven uniformed
policemen were being tried on charges of
murdering Joseph Shoemaker because they
did not like his polities, the judge on the
bench refused to admit evidence that Shoe-
maker was struck a severe blow on the head
with a blunt instrument, on the ground that
for legal purposes the head is not a part of the
body. In this case it must be admitted that,
though the judge ig a Yale ﬂrdduate, he
afforded convineing evidence that it is no de‘t
of his.

Not Supposed to Tell What He Knew
¢ M, L. Williams, patrol-wagon driver, Tam-
pa poliee, eross-examined into admitting fthat
he kneéw iwo of the police involved in the
Shoemaker murder, explained why he had not
told the truth in the first place. The explana-
tien is of interest as showing the kind of chief
of palice with which Tampa wus blessed:
I was under the impression I wag not supposed
to tell what I knew. Chief Tittsworth gave me the
- impression I was not supposed to tell. T was just
afraid to tell. [ didn’t care to lose my joh.

Four Years’ Imprisonment for Murder
# The five Florida policemen who conspired
to murder and did murder Joseph Shoemaker
finally got four years in prison. That iy some-
thing, anyway, and shows that it is still pos-
sible in the United States for gangsters in
uniform to at least gei a portion of the punish-
ment whieh is their due, This punishment of
the Tampa police ought to at lcast ercate an
impression at West alm Beach, across the
state, where there arve other rrangbters of the
game general characteristics.
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This Pig Was in Hard Luck

¢ At PFargo, Ga., this last year a little plg
was born that was morally sure to be killed
some day and be ecaten by two-legged custo-
dians of things of the earth, Whex' he got to
weigh 40 pounds he was grabbed by an eagle
and ecarried away into the skies, cventually,
perchance, to be killed some more, 1his time
for the benefit of young cagles. Things were
going along fine, when a railway agent took
a bead on the eagle and killed him. Now, if
vou were a 40-pound pig and being carried
squealing through the air several hundred
feet off the ground, how would you feel if your
airplane were suddenly punctured ? Well, that
is how the pig felt. He couldn’t fly, and the re-
sult was that he fell and husted. Wha got the
pig after that is not stated, but who can deny
that here was a pig that played in hard luck?
Landon and Hearst and Coughlin should leok
him up.

Blow-Torch Civilization Since 1882

¢ The Iynchings since 1882 are: Alabama,
342; Arkansas, 294; Florida, 266; Georgia,
508: Kentucky, 213; Louisiana, 388; Missis-
sippi, 545; Missouri, 116; Oklahoma, 160;
South Carclina, 159; Tennesses, 240; Texas,
492 ; Virginia, 104 ; total 3,627, Of the number
thus murdered by mobs, 513 were whites. Or-
ganizations of white women in all of the shove
states (except Florida) have declared against
mob violence and in favor of the passage of an
anti-lynching law. Virginia has a law making
counties financially liable for mob murders,
and there has not been a single lynching in
the state sinee that law was passed.

A Dollar a Day in Warren County

¢ A dollar a day in Warren county, Georgia,
is all that an A-1 cotton picker ean make at the
going rate of 40 cents a hundred pounds.
‘When farmers of Glasscock county came into
the county and offered 75 cents a hundred the
Warren county farmers stood guard over the
workers and fired in the air to make it clear
that 40 cents would be all that would be paid.

Homicide in Mississippi

¢ The homieide rate in Mississippi is sixty-
four times thut of England, Scofland and
Wales, With 10,000 homicides in the United
States annually, the total number of legal
execulions is but 170. The other 9,830 murder-
ers go free,
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“A Modern Voltaire” in MoBﬂe; Alabama

QENTLEMAN in Mobile, Alabama, sign-

ing himself ‘A Modern Voltaire’' wrote
two letters to the Mobile Post, one un(Ier date
of May. 17, 1937, and one under date of
June 4, 1937, which were so good that the
Post published hoth of them. They appear be-
low, one following the other, Both have since
been used as handbills or dodgers in Mobile,
and must have made many people think,

Glancing over the afternoon’s Press every Sat-
urday, you may find advertised, under the caption
“Services in Mobile Houses of Worship”, thirty-
nine or more different dencminations. All of these
seets claim they are the TRUE exponents of the
Christian Gospels.

On April 17 two of the agents of “Jehovah’s
witnesses”, a religious crganizetion, were arrested.
These men claim they were assaulied and their
property destroyed, without due proeess of law,

This ease should be investigated by the eounty
solicitor and grand jury, and if the allegations ba
true, the police officials responsible for the illegal
aet should be indicted. -

if the public can stand thirty-nine different de-
nominations all haranguing every Sunday and
disegreeing with each other, where is the harm of
another cult joining the procession of the Sentient
Baviours of Sinners? '

Bishop Brent of the Episcopal Church has per-
tinently asked: “Why i it necessary to have eighty-
seven denominations to impress the very simple and
veritable teachings of Jesns 1 This question is not
for the writer to decide. But he asks in the name
of common sense, justice and tolerance: Why give
the right of free speech fo thirty-nine or more and
deny it to cne?

Every Sunday the meiheds and aims of Jeho-
vah's witnesses are broadeast by Judge Rutherford,
over the radio. Are the ears of Mobile’s theological
publie so very much more sensitive than the Radio
Broadeast’s auditors¥

Must iliterate polieemen and a biased police
court be arbiters in a so universally diseussed
guestion? The solicitor is paid by the taxpayers
to enforce the law which proteets 1ife, Lherty and
property. Is he going fo be deaf, dumb and blind
on this occasion, as he has on many others?

The “witnesses of Jebovah” were given & per-
mif to operate a radic frmek. Afterwards, Com-
missicner Bates caneeled the permit because the
radio “dencunced” another religion. Does Com-
missioner Bates send his police department every
Sunday to seo that the other thirty-nine denomina-
tions do not “dencunce” each other? No. Then
why should he indict the “witnesses of Jehovah”?

The writer is fully competent to judge in this
case—heeause he is not a memher of any of the
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“thirty and nine jarring seets”. He believes in the
much quoted epigram atiributed to Voltaire:

“I may not agree with all you say, but will de-
fend to the death your right to say it.”

This embraces all there is, in the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution of the United
States, freedom of speech and freedom of the press.

On May 21, in “Letters to The Editor,” your
readers’ atlention was ecalled to an sccount, in the
daily papers, of an assault on two members of
“the witnesses of Jehovah,” & religious eult, and
their arrest by the eity police department. The
arrest was made for the alleged distribution of
literature containing “an attack on snother ‘re-
ligion’,” as stated by Commissioner Bates, These
people violated no state, national, county or city
law,

The writer has read carefully their circulars and
pamphlets distributed here, whick viclate none of
the articles in the Federal and State constitutions.
But the police department violated, in making tho
arrest and assault, all the laws of fair play, de-
eeney and freedom of speech, freedom of con-
seience and entirely the spirit of democeracy and
of the Constitation.

Their li{erature diseussed & doetrinal teaching of
a religious organization, elaiming if had no au-
thority in any of the editions of the Bible. Tke
unigue claim of the “witnesses of Jehovah" was:

No blame was attached to the sect discussed and
its members who taught the dogma—but *‘the
Devil, Satan”, who tcmpted them. This eontention
was sustained by numerous quotations from the
Seriptures. Cardinal Gibbons and other high
Church dignitarics were guoted and replied to,

Since so many billions of dollars are annually
spent, the world over, edueating preachers and
teachers to combat this wicked, despicable, diabol-
ical diplomacy of Batan—and with such poor
suceess, oné wonders then why the valiant defend-
ers of the Faith should desire the arrest and as-
sault of other kindred knights of the cross who
wish to eross swords with so powerful an enemy of
mankind: “Hiz Sataniec Majesty.”

The writer advises the over-zealous, religiously
inclined, pions police prowlers to mske a carefnl
study of Dante and Milton that they may beeome
familiar with the devious deceitful dealings of this
“Satan-Devil” and direct all their energy against
him, and desist in their assaults and arrests of
Jehovah'’s brave knights, who ‘desive nothing but
to be good and do good, who even pray for and
forgive their encmies—sa guality so very rare in
the preseni-day philosophy of Polities, Theology,
Dollars and Sex, which makes hypoerites of us
all. The writer trusts the Shades of Shakeapeare
will pardon him for the liberty taken. :
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" Flirting with Fascism (Catholic Aétion) in Hillsboreugh County, Fla,

4

\T O AMERICAN is a true American ynless
_ he is liberty-loving and just, especially
to minorities, and particularly if those mi-
norities are little folks. The attention of true
Amerieans in Hillshborough eounty, Florida,
is mow directed to conditions in the school
distriet of Lute, a suburb of Tampa, by & let-
ter which speaks for ifself. Following this let-
ter from law-abiding taxpayers of Florida
there follows s memorial addressed to the edu-
cational officials (public servants) of the
‘county, some of whom are arrogating to them-
selves authority that is characteristic of eccle-
ciastieally approved dictators, while the peo-
ple who pay their salaries are denied the
rights to which they and their children are
justly entitled,

Tampe, Florida
December 1, 1937
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Soclety
117 Adams Street
Brooklyn, N, Y.
DEsr BRETHREN ;

Yesterday morning {he children of Bro. and
Sr. Blieeh (six in all) who reside at Lutz, Floride,
a suburb of Tampa, were expelied by the prineipal
of the Lutz Junior High School for not ssluting
the flag, Also, at the same time the fwo children
. of Bro. and Sr. Frizzell, Jonadabhs who have re-
cenily become interested, were expelled from the
same school for the came reason.

The principal sent a note to Bro. Blieck ag en-
. closed, but no note was sent fo the parenis of the
Friezell children, The prineipal only stated to them
that they were expelled for not saluting by order
of the connty superintendent. When the little girl
told him that she lived four miles from the school
and had no way of getting home and her mother
did not want them to walk on the highway alone,
he said: “I den’t earc what you do, but you can't
stay on these grounds, You will have to get out
and stay out until you salute the fldg. We will not
allow anyone to be on the school grounds who does
not Tespeet the flag by satuting.” They fold him
again that their parents would not allow them con
the public highway alons with so many ears upon
the main U, 8. highway, He replied again: *I
don't care; get off these school grounds now.” -

Since no note was sent to the parents, we deeided
to send these children back to school this morning
with a note to the prineipal as follows:

“PEar Siw:

. Will you kindly explain to me why my
children were sent home yesterday?”

. DECEMBER 15, 1937

When the children entered the schoolroom he
seid to them: “What are you doing here? You get
aut of this room and off these grounds immediate-
ly.” They replied that they had a note for him,
He took the note, read it, and replied as per the
enclosed note and then said to them as if they were
dogs, “Now get out and gtay out!”

The names of the children are as follows:

David Bliech 14 George L. Blieeh 7
Les Bur B, Bliesh 11 ' Tommie W, Bliech 6
Betty A. Bliesk 10 Harvey M. Frizzell 13
Jimmie J. Blieeh 9 June Frizzell 9

The name of the principal of the school is:
H. P. Chambers, Lutz, Florida, ¢/o Junior High
School.

The name of the county superintendent of Hills-
horough eounty, who ordered them suspended is:
E. L. Rohinson, Co. Supt. of Schoels, ¢/o Madizon
8. High School, Tamps, Florida.

Will keep you informed and shall await your
instructions,

In Jehovah’s service, :
: - E. D. OzmELL,
' Company Servant,

A MEMORIAL
propesing
Safeguarding of the Right to Worship
Almighty God in the State of Florida

To the Board of Publie Instruetion for the
County of Hillsborough, State of Florida;
and E. L. Robinson, County Superintend-
ent of Schools; and H, P. Chambers, Prin-
cipal of Junior High School, Lutz, Florida:

On November 30, 1837, the following pupils
weré barred from attendance at the Lutz
public schools:

Age Ape

Dravid Biiech 14 George L. Blieech 7
Les Bur B, Bliech 11 Tommie W. Bhech &
Betty A, Bliech 10 Harvey M. Frizzell 13
Jimmie J, Blieech & June Frizzell 9

'The reason given for their suspension ig that
they declined to salute the United States flag.

It is true that they have refused fo salute
the flag. :

These pupils are children of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, _

Jehovah's witnesses are earnest and sineere
Christians who do the will of Almighty God
as that is written in the Bible, They have en-
tered into a covenant or agreement with Jeho-
vah (od, wherein they have consecrated them-
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selves to-do His will and to walk in the fost-
steps of Jesus Christ. By virtue of this eove-
nant it is obligatory npon them to obey the
law of Ged, which is found in His Word, the
Bible,

Ti is tanght and sincerely believed by Jeho-
vah’s witnesses that no true follower of Jesus
Christ can salute any flag, for the foliowing
reasons, to wit:

‘1. To salute a flag wonld be a violation of
the God-given commandment written in Exo-
dus 20:3-5, to wit:

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image, or any likeness of any thing that is
in heaven above, or {hat is in the earth be-
neath, or that is in the water untler the earth:
thoun shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor
serve them , . .

The United States flag is the image, or em-
blem, of the American nation.

Every true follower of Jesus Christ must
obey the-commandment above stated. He can-
not, and will not bow down, render obeisance,
or commit any act of worship, reverence, or
honor, to the image of the government. To do
so would in due time mean his eternal de-
struction.—Aectg 3:22, 23.

2. The salute to the flag means in effect that
the person saluting aseribes protection and
salvation to the flag, whereas such comes only
from Jehovah God.

The Manual of 1 nfo-rmtwn for prospective
citizens published by the National Soeiety of
the Daughters of the American Revolution
states:

America was settled by lovers of liberty.
Ameries expeets those who conie here to love
and revere and defend the flug which protects
them. It is the emblem of a free people.

This citation designates the flag as the pro-
tector of the people, Many adulatory expres-
sions -aseribing to the flag sacredness, purily,
Jjustice, innocence, hardiness, valor, vigilarce
and perseverance further establish its deifica-
-tion and exaltation as the savior of the peaple.

A true follower of Jesus Christ rejoices in
the salvation and protection of Almighty God.
(Psalm 20:5) Such a person will not insult
the Creator of heaven and earth by aseribing
- salvation gnd protection to any man, or to
anything made by man,

The situation is similar to that of Pagan
Rome, Caesar was the emperor, He was deified
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and salvation was aseribed to him. He, or his
statue, was saluted in manner similar to the
salute to the flag. He was exalted, horored,
and saluted, and the flag today iz exalted,
honored and saluted in. similar manner.

A true follower of Jesus Christ will salute
no god but Jehovah, the Almighty God, and
will aseribe salvation and protection to Him
alone.

3. Flag saluting ig part of the ereed of a
false religion, and from such true followers of
Jesus Christ are commanded to turn aside.

Coneerning relationship .of the sincere fol-
lower of Christ to religions the law of Al-
mighty God prescribes as follows:

Be ve not nunequally yoked together with un-
believers: for what fellowship hath righteous-
ness with unrighfecusnesz? and what ecom-
munion hatk light with darkness?

And what concord hath Christ with Belial?
or what part hath he that helieveth with an
infidel ? _

And what agreement hath the temple of God
with idels? for ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath sald, T will dwell in them,
and walk in them ; and T will be their God and
they shall he my people

Wherefore eome ont from among them, and
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive yon—
2 Corinthisns 61 14-17.

In the days of Pagan Rome the authorities

demanded obeisance and a pledge of allegiance

to the deified emperor. This was given by the
sprinkling of some incense on a fire before a
statne—an image of the emperor. It was de-
manded of evervone. But the éarly Christians
refused to give the salute. They would not bow
down, salute, or render obeisance to Caesar.

‘They separated themselves and would have no

part or pareel with the religio- pamotlc cuit
of that day.

This present attempt to foree obedient fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ to join in the services
of a patriotie cult is an attempt to forece a re-
ligion on them in opposition to their conscien-
tious helief and their choice to obey the God-
given command. Such atiempted foreing is
revolting to 2 reasonable mind, and is directly
contrary to the constitutional guarantees of
freedom of worship of Almighty God. It is an
endeavor to coeree people, especially school
children, to worship in accordance with a
riteal of ceremonial patriotism. It is contrary
to common sense, common decency, and the

(Continued on page £0) o
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|I Your Quéstions Answered

B‘*’/@@%’Il

UESTION: I believe in God and Christ

Jesus and I want to do the right thing,
but how may I know that I am doing right and
what is the will of God?

Answer: The Bible contains the correct
answer to your yuestion. Therein if is written:
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.’”” A lamp is a vessel that
sheds forth light when properly used, but
without the light it is of no benefit. The lan-
guage in the forcgeing scripture is symbolie,
of course, and means that God's Word, the
Bible, contains the true facts and correet in-
formation for man’s guidance, and the light
thereon means that it is made understandable
to those who obey God’s law., One not only
must have the Bible, but must have an honest
and sincere desire to understand its meaning,
and he must obey the Lord as he learns the
right way, in order to have an understanding.
Therefore he must have the lamp (the Bible)
and an understanding thereof, which is the
light, in order to benefit. It is written: *Good
and upright is the Lorp: therefore will he
teach sinners in the way. . . . The meek will
he teach his way. . .. What man is he that
feareth the Lowp? him shall he teach in the
way that he shall choose.’” If one really be-
lieves in God and Christ Jesus he will try to
obey the commandments of the Lord. He will
believe and acknowledge that the Bible con-
tging the truth, In order to get a knowledge of
the Bible one must have & sincere desire to

" learn and he must be willing to do it as the
Lord has provided. To be meek within the
meaning of the foregoing text means to be

. teachable, having a desire to learn and the
willingness to be taught. God himself brings
1o pass the physical faets in fulfillment of His
prophetic Word. Such physical facts when
read by those who love God and His Word
enable them to get the light on or understand-
ing of the Seriptures. These physical facts and
the Bible together furnish a means of under-
standing, By the grace of the Lord hooks are
published by the Warce Tower BIBLE &
DECEMBER 29, 1937

Tracr SociETY setting out the physieal facts
that every person can learn if he tries, and
set alongside these physiesl facts is the Bible
citation wherein the true meaning is found.
Anyone, therefore, who honestly and sincerely
desires te know the truth must take his Bible,
and together with the books explaining the
Bible and citing the texts he provides himself
with & lamp of God and gets the light therson,
and by the Lord’s grace he is enabled to un-
derstand what the Word of God means. Thus
the Word of God, the Bible, becomes both »
lamp to his feet and a light for his pathway
and which serves to guide him in exsactly the
right way t0 go.—Psalms 119: 105, 25:8, 9, 12,

For many centuries the Roman Catholie
Hierarchy has claimed that the Catholie or-
ganization is the only teacher of the Bible,
That elaim is entirely false, because the Serip-
tures show that God and Christ Jesus are the
teachers of those who desire to know the truth.
If the Catholic priests ever knew or under-
stood the Bible, they don’t teach it i{o the
people, but, ot the contrary, {ry te keep the
people in ignorance of what the Scriptures
really teach. The Bible diseloses the wieked-
ness, fraud and deceit praecticed by the Cath-
olie organization, the Hierarchy; and there-
fore the Hierarchy does not desire the people
to know the truth. Furthermore, God informs
man that he must not trust men to teach Xim
the right way, but must trust in the Lord,
acknowledge Him and obey His eommand-
ments, as it is written: ““Trust in the Lerd
with all thine heart: and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknow!-
edge him, and he shall direct thy paths.’”
What course of procedure should an honest
person take to get an understanding of the
truth and to know just what is the right way
for him to go? He must believe that Jehovah
is the Almighty God, the Creator of heaven
and earth and the Rewarder of those who
serve Him, and hence the Giver of every good
and perfeet gift; he must believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of Jehovah God and by
God’'s will and commandment He is the Savior
of mankind; he must believe that the Bible.
is the Word of truth given to man for his in-
struetion in the way of righteousness; he must
agree to do God’s will by giving his heart’s
affeetion to God, and then ke must pray God
through Christ Jesus that he may learn the
truth. He then begins intelligently to study
the Bible together with the aforementioned
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Bible helps, the baoks furnished which show
where the texts of the Bible are to be fourd
and set forth the faets which show God's
means of fulfilling His prophetie utterances.
He does not need some pretended priest to
teach him these truths, because he can learn
them himself from God's Word, Besides, the
light of truth is not given to those who are
wicked ; as it is written: “‘Light is sown for
the righteous.”' {Psalm 97:11) Only those
who believe on Jehovalh God and Christ Jesus
and who devote themselves to the Lord and
Christ by consecrating themselves to do God’s
will are made righteous hy reason of their
faith in God and in Christ. Concerning Abra-
ham it is written: “° And being fully persuaded
that what He had promised, He was able also
to perform. And therefore it was imputed %o
him for righteonsress. Now it wag not written
for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him;
but for us also, 1o whom it shall be imputed,
if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our
Lord from the dead.”’ {Romans 4:21.24) It
is suck persons that God promises to guide in
the way that they shall go. To such the Lord
has imputed righteousness, and He promises
to teach and does teach through Christ Jesus
such persons, giving them an wnderstanding
of the Seriptures, and shows them the right
way to go. Clergymen who use the name of the
Lorp and Christ Jesus for the purpose of
carrying on a racket by which the people are
robbed of their money and defrauded of other
valuable things are wholly unrighteous, and

they eannot help you to understand the Bible.
The Seriptures are not written to show par-
tiality to one elass of pecple and permit one
class to rob another. The Word of God is writ-
ten for the benefit of all men who bhelieve on
Jehovah and Christ Jesus, If one takes the
course above pointed out he learns the truth
ag to what is the right way to go; and then if
he obeys the Lord to the best of his ability
God will guide him in the right way and show
him what is always the right thing to do. For
this reason it ig written in the Bible: “*All
seripture is given by imspiration of God, and
is profitable for doetrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for instruction in righteousness; that
the man of God may be perfeet, throughly
furnished unto all good works.”’ (2 Timothy
3:16,17) Your Bible and the books showing
you where to find the texts, and which books
are published by the Warcue Towrr BiBL &
Tract SocteEry, will enable every person 'who
tries to get an understanding of the truth and
to be guided in the right way. The truth al-
ways brings consolation, beeause the truth pro-
ceeds from God ; and econcerning Jehovah God
a3 the great Comforter of those who obey Him
it is written: ‘‘Blessed be (od, ‘even the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we
may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we our-
gelves are comforted of God.”’—2 Cor. 1:3, 4.

Miscellany

Government Income and Outgo ,

4 Based on the budget estimates for 1936-37,
one-third of the government income is from
income taxes; another third is from tariff, in.
ternal revenue, tobacco, aleoholic beverage and
estate taxes, about equally distributed; 19
percent comes from borrowings; and the rest
i3 miscellany. The outgoes are one.third for
relief, social security and the AAA; ancther
third is for publi¢c works, debt retirement,
interest on public debt and miseellaneous;
and the remaining third is for pensions, na-
tional defense and operation of government.

Elixir of Sulfanilamide

4 The latest contraption to cure streptococcic
infections is or was Elixir of Sulfanilamide,
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made at Bristol, Tenn, It fixed the streptoeocei
all right, and everything else with which it
came 1n contact. It stops the operation of the
kidneys, and the patient dies. Of the fool stuff
327 shipments were sent out, and in a short.
time about 100 deaths were attributed to it.
At Tulsa, Okla,, eight out of ten persons that
took the medicine died. The government got
on the job and called in all the shipments that
could be traced.

Chinese God in Hard Luck

¢ The Minneapolis Journal contains a photo-
graph of a Chinese god, toppled frem his
pedestal, but still in an erect position in the
ruihs of the private home where he was once
da bigga cheesa and is now ona da buma,
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Is This Religious Liberfy?

4 More than 200 children are being denied
access to American schools because they
have conscientions seruples to saluting the
fiag. Children of Jehovah’s wiinesses refuse

to salute the flag hecause they believe that it -

is the symbol of the authority of the nation
which sets ifsclf over against the authority

" of God in its viclations of ‘‘Thou shalt pot
kill”’ and other commandments. In New Jar-

sey in one instance a child was suspended from
school and the parents then fined because their
child was not present. In various states chil-
- dren have been beaten, choked, expelled from
school, sent to state reformatorics as delin-
quents and otherwise punished, In Atlants,
Georgia, a high-school girl was expelled from
school, the Ku Klux Klan paraded in front
of her father’s store, and he wag finally bank-
rupted because neither he nor his family
would “‘bow down to any graven image’’ or
agree with other Americans that the flag is
““‘sacred’’, that it must be “‘revered’ or
“‘adored’’, This, they say with a good deal
of truth, is idolatry. In Germany, members
of this seet refuse to salute with the ‘‘Heil
Hitler”’ sign. Three thousand are in eoneen-
tration camps.—Fellowship, June, 1937,

Blaming It on God, as Usnal

4 Isidoro Cardinal Goma y Tomas, Spanish
Roman Cathelic primate, declared that the
Hierarchy’s war in Spain was visited upon
*the nation by God, in expiation for Spain’s
sins, and hefore it is finished will eost at least

~ one million lives. This is all very interesting,

in view of the faet that it is well known to all

" honest persons that the war was fomented by

and in the Roman Catholic Chureh and is
being fought te help that blood-sucking insti-
. tution get back where it can bleed the poor
Spanish people as of yore, Incidentally, if
memory serves aright, the salary of the above-
named gent, paid out of the funds of the
Spanish Republie, was $600,000 & year.

Sddium Vapor Lamps.

4 The use of 1,079 thousand-candle-power
sodium vapor lamps en the Oakland-San
Franecisco bridge has proved a complete suc-
cess. Even when fogs have been thickest, suto-
mobiles procecded safely on their way at 45
miles per hour. The light is yellow. Califor-
niang anticipate night lighting of highways
5001,

DEGEMBER 20, 1937

Franco Ashamed of Guernica

4 1t ig said that even Franco the Bufcher is
ashamed of the wanton hutchery of women,
bahies and other noncombatants by the Ger-
man airplanes gt Guernica, and that all the
credit for this worse than beastly business
should go to the ‘' Fuehrer’’, whose murderers
go skillfully planred and execeuted it, The
Germans ccrtainly are efficient. One young
German was in Berlin April 22, the next day
ke was in Rome, the next in Seville, Spain,
and the next he was killing babies and their
mothers at Guerniea, This young aviator was
captured. In one of the shelters for women
and children fifty were {rapped and burned
alive. Unexploded incendiary shells, made of
aluminum, and weighing nearly two pounds
each, were found; they were made in 1986 at

the Rheindorf factory and were libersally

stamped with (German eagles. It is estimated
that in the 31 hours of the bombing more than
3,000 projectiles—=a dropped. All the
wounded in the hospital were killed by bombs.
The true inward reason for the (erman
slaughter at Guernica is that Hitler wants
access to the iron ore for which this region is
famous.

The Evacuation of Malaga

4 When the pope’s German and Ttalian
planes conguered Malaga, Spain, 150,000 men,
women and children left to march 100 miles on
a white flint read without food. At least 5,000
of the children were under ten years of age,
many of them barefeot and clad in a single
garmenf. Arrived at Almeria, the refugees
slept huddled on the main street so closely
that an aufo could pass only with difficulity.
The Italian and German planes followed the
refugees and killed many children by drop-
ping bombs upon little folks wha, the day
hefore, had stood in line waiting for a cup of
preserved milk and a handful of dry bread
that they might live another day, This is
Fascism (Catholie Aetion) in practice. Twenty
thousand Italian troops were the first to enter
Malaga.

Mississippi Has Improved

# Despite the recent blow-torch murders in
Mississippi, the state has really improved since
the forefathers solemnly passed thelaw punish.
ing any Negro who eculd read or write by 500
lashes on the back and amputation of & thumb,
besides fining his master $500,
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{Continued from page 16)
well established principles of freedom of wor-
ship, freedom of conscience, and freedom of
speech,

Further reasons a.nd Seriptural proofs are
set forth in a pamphlet entitled Loyalty, sev-
eral copies of whmh pamphlet are presented
herewith,

In behalf of the children herein named, and

in the interest of all people who helieve in the
American principles of freedom and liberty,
we come to you and ask that the suspension
order against these pupils be set aside; and as
reasons for such request we submit tha.t re-
quiring any pupil to salute the flag on pain
of expulsion from school, when such pupil
conscientiously believes it to be wrong fo
salute,

(1} will not accomplish any useful pur-
pose, and

(2) is & denial of such pup}l s right to wor-
ship Almighty God according to the dictates
of conscience, which rig.™ is guaranteed to
each person by the Consti.tion of the State
of Florida and by the Fourt. snth Amendment
to the Federal Constitution.

Palriotism Cannol Be Taught by Law

Recently this nation went through the
‘“‘noble experiment’’ of trying to teach tem-
perance by law. It didn’t work. Neither can
patriotism and devotion fo the flag be taught
by force of the law, The flag then becomes the
symhol of foree:; the emblem of the iron hand;
the image of dictatorial rule,

Does anyone for one moment imagine that-

such methods will foster love and respect for
the flap?

Permit us to quote £rom the Raleigh (N.C.)
Neows and Observer:

To pass a law requiring that little children must
formally salute the flag under penalty of ostracism
from the public schools, is to make a pompous
mockery of the natural patriotism of American
children, If is fo put love of country {nto the cate-
gory of such things good for children- as casfor oil
and neck washing. It is to make the flagr not a thing
of the American child’s npatural reverence and
adoration, not a symhol of enthusiasme, but a sym-
bol of force, It is to make the flag not a banner to
which the love of the child goes up, but a standard
from which foree may come down hard upon the
child. In a perverse world, children are entitled {o
their share of perversity, and if is to dare that
perversity to say to the child: ‘You'll love this flag
or ge?: your breeches burned.” And if children, being
human, den’t love that which they are ordered to
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love under penalty of pumshment thén not the
compiunists, but the pompous, foolith patrioteers,
who would make the flag as ridiculous as them-
selves, will be to blame.

This kind of aetion will not be instru-
mental in the instilling of patriotism and
love of eountry, It will teach parrot patriot-
igm, deceit, and eringing hypoerisy, It will
foster and foment a blaze of persecution of the
people of Jehovah God, which will not furnish
geod advertising for the State of Florida.

A geod law brings forth beneficial results.
A bad law produces evil results,

Compulsory flag saluting is wrong in prin-
eiple. Its operation works harm to 1nnocent
children,

In this country during the past two years
enforcement of such regulations has brought
a train of abuses resulting in setual torture
and brutal persecution. Here are some of the
results of this method of inculeating patriot-
131N

1. Denial of the right of education to ap-
proximately two hundred children of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses.

2, Beating, choking, reviling and torture of
children,

3. Bentencing children to reformatory.

4. Stigmatizing parents with criminal’
charges and Imprisonment.

5. Depriving parents of the opportunity to
earn ‘a livelihood,

6. Locking up private schools of Jehovah' 8,
witnesses.

7. Denial of the right of petition.

On the same day {November 30, 1937) that
the eight children herein named were sus-
pended from the Lutz public schools, the
Boston (Mass.) - Transcript commented on
astounding conditions in Germany, under the
following page-wide headline: .

Rercn WL SrizE CHILDREN OF THE
INTeERNATIONAL BiRie SECT ADHERENTS
Wao Qppose Nagr IDEsLg

Court Decision Holds Parents Are Enemies

VErpior Savs CUSTODY BY STATE
Ts NECEsgaARY To EXD “MENACE”

{The parents referred to in the foregoing
headlines as ‘‘International Bible sect adher-
ents’’ are Jehovah'’s witnesses.) Thys, with
a callous, eruel, inhuman decree a distriet
eourt of Nazi Germany breaks up a family
and incarcerates harmless, (od-fearing chil-
dren, Why? Solely because those children de-
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cline to 301:1 in the Nazi salute required by the

state.

In Florida, expulsion of eight ehlldren fram
the Lutz schools s but the first step toward
similar Fascistic and Communistie action,

In other states of the American Union at-
tempts have been made to destroy family ties
and commit children of Jehovah’s witnesses
to pena! institutions beeause those children
refused to salute the flag.

Is Florida ready to adopi the methods of
Germany, Italy and Russia?

Unconstitutional

The last word from the courts of the United
States on the subject of compulsory flag salut-
ing came one day after the suspension of the
children of Jehovah '’y witnesses from the Ltz
schools,

In a ringing, elear-cut declaratlon of civil
rights, the United States Distriet Court for
the Tastern Distriet of Pennsylvania ruled
that no sehool board has authority under the
State and Pederal Constitutions to require the
flag selute of children who econscientiously
object to saluting a flag. {For that high court’s
decision see page 8.]

This means that children of God-fearing
parents, duly informed concerning require-
ments of Almighty God, have the right to be-
lieve that flag saluting is wrong in principle;
and they also have the right to act in aceord-
ance with sueh belief, to wit, te refuse to salute
any flag, It also means that no school beard
has authority to deny those children such
rights. The school board doing so denies the
children religious freedom in violatien of the
Constitution of Florida and in violation of the
Fourteenth Amendment to the Federal Con-
stitution.

Additionally, we bring to your attention
another paragraph from the same Federal
Court’s deeision, which, according to editorial
comment of the New York Herald-Tribune,
“‘rings with the echo of & great principle, onee
greatly fought out and established at the
heart of American democracy®’

. In these days when religious inloleranee
is again rearing its ugly head in other parts of the
world it iz of the utmost importance that the lib-
~erties guaranteed to cur citizens by the fundamen-
tal law be preserved from ali encroachment. , . ¥
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To each member of the school board of
Hillsborough county and other officials herein
eorcerned we present with this Memorial a
printed copy of the complete text of the deei-
sion of the United States District Court, We
ask that you read and consider this carefully,

In eonclusion, we submit that you have {wo
alternatives: You may decide to let the matter .
of the suspended children continue as it is.
In s0 doing, you will continue to deny children
of God-fearing parents the right to edueation
in the puble schools; you will continue to de-
prive those children of the rights of religious
freedom and freedom to worship Almighty
God ‘“whose name alone is JEHOVAH’’; you
will continue to besmireh and degrade the
emblem of the Republie which you insist the
children shall revere; and you will alse con-
tinue to contradiet the fundamental law of the
Repuhblie, as well as of the State of Florida,
and instead you will uphold and strengthen
enforcement of the ‘pernicious and alien doe-
trines’ which now serve to grind in the dust
millions of defenseless mortals in those ‘‘mod-

? Communistic and Fascistic states over-.
Beas

On the other hand, why not heldly ta,ke the
initiative in restormg “‘freedom to worship
Almighty God”’ in Florida to the original high
plane selected for that inalenable right by
the State’s founders in their Bill of Rights?

For your decision, therefore, these vital
issues are now respectfully submitted:

[Signed by parents and by local representa-
tives of Jehovah’s witnesses.]

B —— . S

Those Dreadful Bible Students

4 Bible scholars rank among the worst ene-
mies of the Third Reich and belong to the
same category as Communists, according to
the state prosecutor, Dr. Kayser:

Bible scholars do everything possible to under-
mine the National-Socialist State. They refuse te
enter the party and even decline to work for the
Reich organization,

Such people cannot be tolerated in a National-
Bocialist State. By permitting them te go .on,
this State would dig its own grave. The organiza-
tion of Bible scholars hardly differs from the
illegal organization of the Communists.—A dis-
patch from TFrankfurt-on-Main, Germany, pub-
lished in London Sunduy Ezpress.
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A Communication from Rumania

URING three months of the past winter,

with 117 auxiliary pioneers, we were
privileged to carry through an ‘‘action’’ in a
district never before witnessed to. Grest en-
thusiasm possessed the publishers, whereas the
Haman elass were highly incensed and filled
with terror. The clergy demanded at the Min-
istry of Education that an ordinance be issued
against us, and they actuslly gained their ob-
jective on the 6th of November, when in all
distriets publie notices were posted which
stated that the distribution of these pamphlets
is strietly forbidden.

At this time our ‘‘action’” was just in full
swing and the publishers kept right on work-
ing in their territories. Meanwhile the Haman
class often were on the streets all day long
seeking to hinder the aectivity. It was a real
attack upor the work, up to now perhaps the
greatest in Rumania; but the opponents met
with strong resistance from our side.

From headquarters we issued three letters
of instruction to the brethren to continue in
~ 1the work, disregarding the ordinance, becanse
its issuanee by the Ministry of Edueation is
illegal: It was a severe batile. Several of the
publishers were arrested, others beaten until
bloody, The literature wasg seized. Varicus
brethren were sentenced, but immediately en-
tered an appeal,

Thus was the message proclaimed with
energy, and the work still goes en. No human
ordinance can bring it to a standstill. One
brother wrote that interest in the message has
inereased since the ordinance forbidding our
work was issued.

During the last three months the brethren
reported over 250 arrests. Thirty-five publish-
ers were sentenced to pay small fines, To date
not all cases have been disposed of. The po-
lice department seized much literature but
steadfastly refused to render a receipt for'the
same. They do not, however, remand us to the
eourts, knowing well that their conduct is law-
less, and that eases are decided mostly in our
favor. They content themselves with taking
our literature away from us and then remain
silent, Nevertheless, we are causing the police
department muech worry, in that we compel
them to enter complaint against us after seiz-
ing our literature.

The Catholics and the Orthedox clergy, for

4
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(From German Watchlower)

some time now, seem to kmow of nothing else
to preach than that nobody should read our
pamphlets. In some churches elergymen ex-
hibited to the people the pamphlets, then tore
them to pieces and enjoined them to do the

same. Other elergymen even went so far as to

burn the pamphiets in front of the church and
to tell the people to kill the distributors of
these writings, saying that they wonld assume
the responsibility therefor.

The Haman class in Rumania is much more
degraded than the police department. Often
policemen ask the brethren if they are Jeho-
vah’s witnesses. If the brethren answer in the
affirmative, then they are told, “You should -
depart from here as quick as possible, for we
have Rere two great ‘Devil ministers’ who
belong to the Hitler party. If you get into
their hands, then vou would fare badly.”
Generally these policemen return our litera-
ture at once, so that the brethren may pass
on guickly before they are detected by these
ministers,

In Rumania ninety pereent of the clergy
are for Hitler, They had always expected that
Hitler would bring welfare to them. Now they
realize that they cannot set great hopes upon
him any longer. They are greatly angered be-
cause their works are publiely exposed; and
the people who have read our writings no
longer come to church, On Sundays many
ehurches are often empty, only a few old

women still come to mass.
— i —

Blasphemous Claim
# It is elaimed in many parts of Austria that
the kingdom that iz to destroy all other king-
doms, and stand forever, as stated by Daniel

‘the prophet, is the infamous Nazi government

of Catholie Aection,

——————

Municipal Corporations as Gangsters
4 A Florida subscriber says of the municipal
corporations commonly known as cities:

They are a strong tool for the Devil. Whenever
T read of the persecutions of Jehovah's wifnesses,
I gencrally see that the persecutions are the work
of city officisls, not state offieiels. Gangs of ecity
offieials running without restraint are a menace
to the nation. Of all eovporations, municipal eor-
porations are the worst., They sirike dircetly at
the homes, the heart of the nation,
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Why the Bishops Back Fr_mico
By John McGovern, Roman Catholic M, P. for Glasgow

CATHOLIC opinion. has been turned
' against the Spanish people by allegations
of the torture and murder of priests and nuns,
and of the burning Lo the ground of religions
institulions. '

T had an uncasy feeling ubout these eharges.
T was noi prepared to uaceept them from
journals which can never be depended
upon from the working-class standpoint. I
therefore offered to the National Council of
the Independent Labor Party to investigate
them on the spot in Spain. T have becn there
for four wecks, accompanicd by a reliable
interpreter.

I have traveled over gix thousand miles, I
have interviewed hundreds of people—bank-
crs, schoolmasters, doctors, lawyers, mer-
chents, Trade TUnion officials, Socialists, sol-
diers, peasants in the orange groves and vine
fields, ordinary folk in their homes. T have
gone where the very depths of poverty and
desperation were to he found in order fo un-
derstand the hearts and minds of the people
and to diseover their reasons for antagonism
and bitterness,

Lel Me Remind Caiholics . . .

Let me remind Catholies, in the first plaee,
that wben they charge the Spanish workers
with burning down churches, shooting bishops
and pricsts and outraging nuns, they arc mak-
ing charges arainst a population ameng whom
Catholicism is the dominant religion,

Let me remind them, in the second place,
that Franco, the Ifuseist leader, who is sup-
posed 1o be a defender of Catholicism, has

. used the Moors whom it fook Catholie Spain
eight eenturies to drive out. When Franco
hegan to use these troops he realized he must
cover up his action with some special propa-
ganda to mobilize world (atholic opinion on
his side. He realized that if he could produce

stories of atrovilies against priests and nuns.

that were sufficiently vile he could eommit any
erime in the name of religion.

Liet us look at this war by Franco for civiii-
zation and Christianity,

I went to the front in Madrid. From a dis-
tance of less than 300 yards I saw men co-
gared in bloody batlle. I saw Moors brought
in as prisoncrs. I saw Italian airmen blowing
DECEMBER 29, 1937

defenseless people to smithereens by bomb and
machine gun.

In a prohibited area I visited a tenement
seven stories high. A bomb had passed through

_the roof to the basement: a bomb 500 pounds

in weight, filled with the most deadly explo-
sives scientists could invent. That bemb,
dropped from two thousand feet, had an im-
pact force of over 300 tons, and it blew to
bits 37 men, women and children, T saw their
limbs dug out. I saw the bloocd-saturated
clothing in their beds. I saw children’s heads

‘being hoxed in the mortuary.

This is Franeo's fight for Civilization and
Christianity! This is the Franco for whom
Roman Catholic bishdps and priests in this
eountry are raising money in the churches—
money to buy bombs and explosives in order
to blow Catholie workers and their children
to pleces in Madrid,

There was another kind of homb which fell
in Madrid whilst T was there, It was an Italian
bomb. It didn’t explode. Inside it was glycer-
ine, but no additional explosive material. The
bomb was opened by the technicians and in-
gide it was found this note: ““Your Italian
brothers do not want to murder you.”’

I huve pictures which I hope to show on the
sercen later. They show children mutilated
while playing in the strects ; mothers machine-
gunned and bombed by Italian and German
ajrmen while waiting in queues for their daily
rations, Children to the number of 139 were
done to death, their heads and limbs blown
to ithe opposite side of the street.

These evil deeds are baeked by bishops and
priests in Spain, I have indisputable evidence,
Flere is a photograph of a gun taken from a
Moor, and on the gun is fixed the badge of the
Sacred Heart. Here is a bag taken from a
11\Toor. On it is inscribed pietures of the Sacred

Tost,

Could religion be prostituted further? A
bishop addresses the Moorish troops near
Burgos and, blessing them, says: ‘“You will
have a special place in Paradise for your part
in this struggle.”

At q Trial of Catholics

T asked the Minister of Justice in Barcelona,
Senor Andre Nin, 1o be allowed 10 go to the
courts and hear cases on trial, The first case I
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heard was Hluminating. Six men were eharged
'with having Fascist uniforms and with being
in possession of arms on July 1%, when the
Fascist rebellion broke out, One of them was
ill; he was sent back to hospital, The other
five were tried and their story was simple and
fragic. -

They said they belonged to the Catholic
Fascist Youth Organization. The day before
the rebellion they were sent-to a room at the
univergity and given uniforms esnd arms.
They teld how they were sent to get their uai-
formy and arms by their parish priest. The
basis of the Catholie Faseist Youth Organiza-
tion was a pledge that they should wot belong
to any Lahor, Trade Union or- Socialist or-

ganization or have any sympal:hies with such..

They all admitted their crime. They had
been guilty of taking part in a-Fascist revolt
against the elected government. It was cbvicus
that they were alive to the danger that death
would be the penalty. One of them was a boy
of sixteen; I felt sorry for him.

They were all found guilty. The prosecutor
demanded the death penalty, The court was
composed of a lawyer as president and twelve
others drawn from working-class organiza-
tions. They rejeeted the demand for the death
penalty, The prisoners were sentenced to
thirty years’ imprisonment, Everyone knows
that this sentence will remain to the end of
the struggle, but that an ammnesty will be
granted when the working class win and are
seeure,

On my seeond visit to the eourt four monks
were charged with firing on Government air-
planes with a machine-gun from the roof of a
small monastery. They admitted that the fir-
ing took place, but denied that they did the
firing, There were eight monks in the monas-
tery with a priest in charge. Four esecaped.
Of the four arrested, three were attempting
to escape and resisted strongly. The fourth, a
young monk of 25 years, submitted himgelf
to arrest quietly and said: “‘1 have done noth-

ing. You ean examine me. My conscience is”

elear.”’

Even the prosecutor asked for the libers-
tion of the young monk, For the other three
he demanded the death penalty. The court
was cleared; then after ten minutes the de-
eigion wayg taken, Three of them were found
guilty and one not guilty. The one was liber-
ated ; the three were sentenced to thirty years’
imprisonment.
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These frials provided me with conclusive
evidence that the “‘Chureh’’ {these quotation
marks added] and the priests had sided with
the Fascists. Let me pass on to further evi-
denee,

I saw many churches that were burned—
at least with the interiors gutted., Others, in.
eluding a large cathedral, ene of the finest in
the world, were untouched,

In and around Valencia there are few
churehes that have been burned. In Barcelona
there are many. I set out to find why they had
been: burned. I looked at the names of busi-
ness firms near a burned chureh, I said: Here
i8 & lawyer, here a dentist, here a merchant,
here a small shopkeeper, In the house near the
school lives the schoolmaster. I will go to
them and say: ‘"Can you tell me why this
church was burned?”’

This partieular ehurch dominates the Rum-
blas, one of the leading boulevards in Barce-
lona, It juts into the center of this broad street
and commands the center of the town south
and north. Each of these men, chosen at ran-
dom, gave me the same answer when I asked
why the church was burned. They all said:
“Well, the church was used .as & Faseist
center. Machine guns were posted in it north
and south, Faseist officers manned the guns,
and every opening of it was occupied by
rifles,”’

Remember, these people T interviewed were
Oatholics, One old banker said: ‘“My heart
bleeds for the way my religion has been pros-
tituted for material gain and politieal dom-
ination,’’

It was the same story, the same gimple and
tragie story, in avery distriet I toured. I could
not get a single denial of the charge that the
Fageists had used the churches as fortresses.

The effect of this has been disastrous for
the *‘Church”. In Valenecia & ﬁlm was being
shown: “‘Storm ovér Mexico.”’ There was an
incident where elergymen were repressing the
peasants and workers, As it flashed on the
sereen every man and woman, every boy and
girl, seemed to rise en masse and shake their
fists, calling out something I couldn t under-
stand exeept one word ‘‘euras,’’ which means
“clergy.”” 1 asked the meaning of the full
phrase. It was: ““Down with the clergy.”’

In one of the trials I attended there were
from 400 to 500 people densely packed at the
back. When the word ‘‘ciiras’” was mentioned
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every human being cleared his month as
though he wanted to spit. It was a sign of
the loathing which the clergy have brought
on themselves by their conduct.

The people were not against relizion. Many
to whom 1 spoke said that their religion was
us strong as ever, but it had been abused by
the clergy on bheball of the landowners and
capitalists of Spain.

Despite all this the working-elass leaders
are protecting the re-

that if they were not returned it would be a
erime agdmst God!

This is the almosphere in which the feeling
against the “*Church™ has arisen in Spain.
But this is not the worst that has to be told.

The ““Chureh’” has itself hecome an institu-
tion of capitalist ownership and exploitation,

T will tell this sordid story, 1t will be diffienlt

for the English or Secottish Catholic to be-
liecve, but it is true. And here let me inter-
pose this: I have becn

ligious leaders from
bodily harm. There
was the case of the
Roman Catholie hish-
op of Barcclona.
There was a erowd of
teng  of thousands,
some say of mearly
100,000, outside his
palace demanding his
life. Durruii, the An-
archist leader (who
afterwards met his
death outside fthe
gates of Madrid),
came upon the scene
with only twenty
armed men. Ie ad-
dressed  the erowd
from the steps of the
palaee: ‘Lot us have

authorized by the
Trade Union Move-
ment in Catalonia to
say that if the Cath-
olies in thiy country
doubt these state-
menis, safe pasgsage
and conduet will be
promised to any dele-
ration or commission
to Spain, however re-
actionary its mem-
bers, whom  British
Catholies like to ap-
point, They will have
the fullest opportu-
nity to gel the facts
for themseives and to
make up their own
minds whether T am
speaking the truth or

no nonsense of this
kind. We have 1o di-
rect oursclves to other
tasks In the days that lic ahecad.”” He brought
out the bishop, put him in a motor car and
handed him to the Qovernment of Catalonia,
who placed him on an Ifalian warship, Five
hundred priests and monks were placed on
the same warship. Hundreds of nuns were
escorted over the frontier to safety.

The Catholic Press said for a weck or two
that that bishop of Bareelona had been shot.
Afterwards it reported that he had turned up
in Rome, But the Catholic Press never told of
how the Catalan government protected the
bishop, the priests and nuns and gave them
personal security.

This bishop was protected 1n this way al-
though at the gencral clection, along with the
bishop of Valencia, he ordered a three-days’
prayer by the “’h()](, of the Catholic people for
the return of the Faseist right wing. e said
DECEMBER 2%, 1837

Missionaries of the Hierurehy

not.

To return to my
story. Now that the
Catalan government and the trade unioms have
taken over the industries, they are making a
complete inventory of the previous holders of
stock. Tn 1931 the Republic laid it down that
the “*Church’ must divest itself of any hold-
ings in industry. Tt gave the *'Church’ two
years to get rid of the stoek.

Church as Capitalist Institution
How did the “Chureh’’ earry oul the law?
It appointed from an inner cirele five men—1

of the *‘Church’”, They were decoy ducks,
nominees without eapital. Of these {ive, three
have been examined by the new People's
Tribunals as Fascists, They admitted that
they did not personally own cne single penny
of all their nominal holdings.

What did they hold? They held a consider-
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able amount of the stock of the Underground,
the tramg, the buses, the raiiroads, and most
of the worst slum property in Bareelona.

They owned land—the land of which the
peasants arc starved, Even at a Catholie
Young Men’s gathering in Glasgow recently
a man who had come from Spain said that
the poverty of the peasants was the worst in
the world. The ‘‘Church’’ paid #he peasants
2 pesstas a day, or 9s. & week in our money.

I went to many peasants and aften their
families had never been able to buy meat, I
met a man who had not eaten flesh for five
years, I saw the children. The story of their
poverty was written, tragic and stark, in their
faces and physical bearing, [ saw grown men
who had a new suit of clothes for their wed-
dings, and fifteen to twenty years after they
were wearing the same suit of clothes,

Ten pesetas a day is necessary even for the
lowest standard of life—and the *‘Church”
gave these peasanfs two! Hvery time there
was an upward struggle to better conditions
the pulpit denounced the leaders as hirelings
of Moseow. It is always easy for reaction to
arouse prejudice by using the word “Com.
munist’’.

The ““Chureh’”’ owned more than transport
and land. It eontrolled the greatest amount of
stock in telephenes, banks, lumber, contract-
‘ing, engineering, film production, cinemas,
theaters, cafés, hotels, sports grounds, and
even dog racing and the bull ring, Every time
the dog chased the hare it made a profit for
the “‘Church’. Every time the bhull was
stabbed to death or a toreador shed his blood,
the Jesuits drew a profit.

The ‘“Church’’ made profits out of mines
and electricity. Lot me tell the story of elec-
trieity. A Swedish capitalist company erected
an electrieity works in Catalonia. The priee
for electricity was 35 centimos & unit; but the
**Chureh'’-owned Spanish electricity firms re-
dueedthe price to 3—they made it Impossible
for the Swedish firm to funetion. It had to
gell out to the banks, But the banks also were
owned by the Jesunits, and the Swedish firm
got only an infinitesimal part of its cost.

T have said that the old price for electricity
had been 35; the new price 3. But when the
Bwedish company was liquidated the pried
went up, not to 35, but to 60!

There are eoncerns similar to Woolwerth’s
in Spain, They call them Ei Sigla and El
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- Aguila. They are very large concerns, each

with about 150 stores and with millions of
capital. The greater amount of their stock was
owned by the clergy.

There was & cabaret in Saragossa. It was.
built at a cost ,of £5600,000, It was sealled
‘“Nueve Mundo’’—the ““*New World’”’, 1%, teo,
was owned by the clergy. The least said about
that eabaret, the better.

Now do youunderstand why the ** Chureh’?
in1 Spain is allied to the Fascists? The truth
is that the Faseist Movement had itg birth in
the ‘‘Church’,

I have pictures {taken before the Fascist
revolt) showing that the ‘“Chureh’” was in
allianee with the Faseists. There iz one with
a congregation of armed Fascists, There is
angther with Ifaseists on the altar, handing
the very cloth that covers the chalice to the

* priest, They are serving as altar boys.

1 ean imagine some people saying: ‘‘ Aye,
where did your pietures come from?”’ They
came from the office of the most responsible
Catholic*newspapers in Catalonia. They were
taken by me from the files in the office of the
““El Correo Catalan’’.

But there are Cathelies in Spam who pro-

' test against the prostitution of religion in thig

way, I want to draw your attention to what
they say,

I take first the well-kuown author, José

Bergamin. He is an active Catholie, but has
been disturbed for several years by the ten-
deneics of the official Cathelie world, whieh
wad separating itsclf net only from the people,
but from culture as well. Ile was one of the
group which set about the task (to guote his
own words) of.‘‘reconquering the real Chrig-
tian values of Spanish life, rooted in the peo-
ple and in the rich eulture which arises spon-
tanecusly from the people”, This is the state-
ment of José Bergamin:
_ Separated from the people, the Chureh placed
itself at the side of the aristocracy, the mew rich,
the landowners, the army. I began to expervience &
growing repugnance st the interlacing of the Cath-
olie hierarchy with the privileged classes and their
polities, The Church had taken a position that was
anti-people and anti-Christian,

The Church identified itself with the bloody re-
pression and eruel terror of 1934, dirceted against
ihe workers and the liberals. When the bishops and
priests openly supported Fascism, a Christizn
could not help but oppose them and denounce the
three great spiritual falschoods whick were sup-
porting Fascism and destroying culfure ih Spain
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—the official Church, the corrupt aristocracy and
bourgeoisie, and the army,

The Church in its real role as Christian, as
Catholic, is nol under aitack snywhere; but we
cannot help but fight {he Chureh Yaseist, the
Church belligerent, because Fascism i8 the nega-
tion of all that ig Christian, It denjes all the human
values that Christianity has fonght for through the
centuries—all that we associale with liberly and
human dignity. We are true to the Church when
we drive the heresy of Fascism from the Church.

There is no persecution of the Chureh. Churches
and convents have been closed, in general, as a
military measure, Priests sueceeded in convineing
the women of the eonvents that the Fascist eause
was holy and they permitlted the Fascists to oceupy
their huildings as bases of attack. Church buildings
became forts and arsenals, It is a harsh {rolh, but
none the less a truth, that for months before the
Faseist revolt, gatherings in ehurehes were not for
prayer, but for incitement fo rebellion.

_ Then there is Don Angel Ossorio v Gallardo,

who is probably the leading jurist of Iheria.
He is a Catholiec and a Conservative. When
the monarchy was overthrown he deseribed
himself ag ‘‘a monarchist withont a king.”’
As a lawyer he was given the duty of drafting
a congtitutien for the republie, but it was re-
jected by Parliament as too conservative. This
is his statement:

A Christian eannot be g ¥Faseist, because Chris-
tianity, with respect to human personality, is the
liberation of the spirit, while Fascism is the nega-
tion of liberty, establishment of oppressien, rule
of foree—and not in the inferests of the many, but
to safegnard the privileged,

A Christian ought not {o suffer the name of God
to be msed {0 aitack a legitimately econstituted
State, for if he does so be forgets the command,
‘Render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s’ A
Catholic owes respect and obedience to the Chureh,
" but to the Chureh as the immortal depository of
the highest, purest, most generous doeirine that
the cenfuries have heard—not to be confused with

the ecclesiastical degeneration of jewecl-laden bish-

ops who drag God into political eonflicts and ask
His intervention to defeat the Left in elections,
thereby lowering God to the level of a combatant,
blaspheming his divinity,

Neither mugt the Church he eonfused with the

religions orders that hoard millions, whether for.

the personal use of members or not; nor with
elerieal or seenlar persons who fire from the tow-
ers of temples, therehy negating their sacred char-
acter and invelving their destruction; nor with
clerics who enter the field armed with rifles or
machine guns in contempt of their ministry, which
sharges them to pray for the peace of all and for-
bids them to fire on anyone.
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A Priest Speaks Out -

My final quotation is from Juan Garecia
Morates, himself & priest, who explains that he
hag not been excommunicated ror unfrocked,
nor abandened his religion, He says:

1t is sad that at this moment a simple priest must
he the one to appeal to Catholics, when there are
50 many bishops who, though they have always
condemned war, have placed themselves on the
side of the powerful.

God placed power in our hands; leadership and
education; and with these means at our command,
why did the people desert the Church? Don’t blame
it on Russian propagands. Nobody had better
means of propaganda than we had, If the people
fled the Church it was because they saw the
Chureh's union with the Caciques (politieal bosses
who maintain the domination of the landlords).
Why were there two chapels in the religious
schools, one for the poor children and the other
for the rich?

“We cannot do lesg than protest when millions of
pesetas are discovered in the palaces of the bish-
ops, while the peor perish of hunger, beg alms,
or go to gather the leavings of the meals in the-
barracks. A cross of two siicks, a threadbare
casgoek, and a tin ring, would bave sufficed to
permit a bishop to fulfil his funetion. The hatred
of the people is not directed at God nor st the
Chureh; it is turned towards their “ministers”.

This priest concludes with a dramatic chal-
Ienge to his bishops:

You are sending through Europe the rumor that
Communis{ and Soeialist mobs have seized our
land and that Spain iz a country in ruin. That is
a lie: you spit at Heaven and the spit falls back
in your-face,

I conclude my ecase. I hope the Catholie
Press will not evade the issue; T hope it will
answer me instead of attempting to slander
me, T have no apology to make. I did not in-
troduce this issue into polities, but, as it has
been introduced by the Catholic world, a reply
must be made.

I have fought sinee 1 was eighteen years of
age against clerical domination from the pul-
pit. T say to Catholics that I am prepared io
respect the clergy when they eonfine them-
selves to spiritual and moral teaching, but
when they step into the arena of polities they
must take the same knocks that T am prepared
to take.

My Question to Catholics

My question to Catholic workers is this:
Are you prepared to allow yoursclves to he
dominated politically and econemically? Are
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- you not going to think and act for yourselves
on politieal and economie questions?

The Spanish workers have been driven to
regard the ““Chureh’’ as their enemy in many
parts of Spain, Wherk the ¢“Church’’ has re-
mained on the side of the people they have
treated it with respect and reverence. In the
Basgue Provinees, where the priests have lib-
eral sympathics, they go about their duties
unharmed ; their churches and monasteries
are untouched, They are respected by the peo-
ple becanse they have stood with the people
in their struggle against tyranny.

Everywherc I went the Spanish workers
sald to me: ‘‘o back to your country and

cxpose the Fasecist lles.’” I ask the workers of
this country to rejeet the false propaganda
of the Catholic Press and the rcaelionaries,
T ask them to back the herole workers of Spain
—wurkers like those who at Barcelona on
July 19 advanced without arms against the
machine-guns of the Faselsts and, even though
thousands of them were slanghtered, went on
and on—and won, They crushed Fascism in
Bareelona in less than forty-cight hours. They
now dominate the posilion in Catalonia. I
call on ull the workers of Britain, many of
whom are of the same religion as Spain’s
herole fighters for freedom, to back them in
their siruggle,

.

Spain

Spain’s Commercial Agent in Australiz

4 Spaln’s commercial agent in Australia is
Mr. . Bigas, born and educated in Spain,
and in recent years in business both in Spain
and in Australia, Diseussing eonditions in the
land of his birth, he said, in part, in an inter-
view at Fremantle, Australia:

" 'The threc main elements of the Spanish insur-
gents are the majority of the Homan Catholic
priests, the members of the wealthy classes, and
the majority of the army ahd navy officers, The
large nwnber of priests are against the Govern-
ment beeause it discontinued their pensions, and
gave equal rights and frecdom to all ofher religious
bodies. Formerly the priests in effect ruled Spain
from hehind the eurtain, they had organized
sweated labor, and had been exempt from tazation.
The present government ordered the priests fo
confine their teaching to religion and to refrain
from making pelitical utterances from their pul-
pits, and it also ordered them to pay taxes. I my-
self am a Roman Catholie, and I say that, although
there are some good priests in Spain, the majority
of them are spoiling their religion.

A Definition by Franco the Butcher

4 When Franco the Butcher had made the
statement, “*Spairn had to all intents and pur-
poses heecome Communist by July,’’ Jay Allen,
of the Chicage Tribune, asked him, ‘“What
do you mean by Communism{’* and Franco
replied, ““Oh, strikes. Demands for higher
wages and all that sort of thing.’’ Franeo is
the idol of the Roman Ilierarchy in Spain,
and his intelligence ahout as high as it goes.
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The Pope Over joyed

¢ The pope is reported to have been over-
joved at the Ttalian Fascist (Catholic Aetion)
victory at Malaga, Spain, No doubt he also
rejoiced greatly at the triumphs scored when
his airmen bomhed the residents of Malaga
who fled to escape the horror of Fascist con-
trol. Just to have it in the reeord, Sefor
Olivar, Spanish Minigter of Justice, gives a
lengthy report of the evaecuation of Malaga
in which oceurs the following passage:

Many who could no longer walk strangled their
children rather than let them fall into the hands
of the Faseists, Then they dashed their own heads
against the stones or threw themselves under the
wheels of lorries, Unnbie to walk, many of the
refugees erawled on their knees, leaving a trail
of hleod behind them as they slowly went forward.

The Italian Victory at Malaga

@ Referring to the Ttalian Fascist (Catholic
Action) victory over the forces of the Spanish
Republic at Malaga, Spain, an Italian news-
paper published at Cremona (whenee eome
the world-famons vicling), says:

And now foreign newspapers say that the vie-
tory of Malaga iz an Ttalian vietory. If is said that
in these last times adventurous young men have
left from every Italian eily, eluding the govern-
ment’s vigilanee to ofler their faith, their enthu-
siasmn snd their indomitable eounrage to General
Franco, We have no means of checking the accu-
racy of these slatements, but if they are true we
can only declare curselves satisfied and pround.

i CONSOLATION



Canadian Press Putrescence

L’ILLUSTRATION NOUVELLE is sup-

f posed to be a newspaper, but has proved
itself to be something in the nature of a gutter
snipe. Enstead of disseminating faets for the
benefit of the publie, it prefers to hunt and
dig up muck and broadcast that as news,

On May 3, 1937, it published a choiee bit
of mendacity. A large headline carried the
statement: ‘‘JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES LINKED
writa Communism,’’ The article was adorned
by a picture of ““Joseph Staline’’, Communist
Number One of Russia. It described a person
named J, Splipechuck as a chief propagandist
of Jehovah's witnesses. Splipochuck was al-
leged to have written a letter setting forth
Joseph Stalin as the Great Messiah who would

. establish a righteous government on earth.

To make the article seem like the real thing
it stated that the postmaster general of Cana-
da certified that there actually was a man
named Slipochuk at Winnipeg, Canada.

An investigation was made and it developed
that the alleged newspaper did make one state-
ment which wag elose to the truth. There is a
man living on R.F.D. No. 1, Winnipeg, Cana-
da, by the name of John Slipichuk. But John
Slipichuk iy not one of Jehovah’s witnesses,
and never has been one of them. He never at-
tended any meetings of. Jehovah’s witnesses
and does nat know where their meetings are
held, and never did know, and had no knowl-
edge as to how their meetings were econdueted.
John Slipichuk never wrote any letter or mes-
sage to anyohe referring teo Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, and said that if there is any letter or
-paper or document bearing his name with such
statements therein it is a forgery.

This infermation was presented to the
Canadian journalistic prevaricator. It was
given-a chance to do what is honorable, decent
and civilized by eorrecting the falsehoods pre-
viously eireulated. The management declined
to retract, and insisted that they had evidence
to substantiate their story. After much urg-
ing, they sent a copy of a letter an envelope,
which doeument they said *‘speaks for itself’’,
The document did speak for itself. It spoke
volumes, but not in support of the false and
libelous article printed in this so-called
““newspaper’’. The letier was not from John
~ Slipichuk nor J. Splipochuck, It was from one
named Hope Slipachuk. It was a Communist
DECEMBER 29, 1937

propaganda letter urging cverybody to join
the Communist party. It was addressed to the
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society at Magde-
burg, Germany. There is nobody by the name
of Hope Slipachuk on RF.D. No, 1, Winni-
peg, Canada, which is supposed to be the point
of. origin of this letter.

That is the ‘‘coneclusive evidence’® on which
L’Iustration Nowvelle alleged that Jehovah’s
witnesses were linked with Communism and
that ““J. Splipochuek”’, as a chief propagan-
dist thereof, had set forth Joseph Stalin as
their great Messiah,

The people who manage and edit that jour-
nal of humbug undoubtedly use wisdom and
common sense in many of their transactions,
It is evident that in this matter they have been
teo closely eonnected with some corpulent,
skirted pillar saints, They have heen running
to the priesthood for advice concerning Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, and it is almost coneclusively
evident that certain buck-nuns have been en-
thusiastically aiding digging in the mire and
muck of falsification and misrepresentation, to

_spread putridity to the people.

Racketeering in Newfoundland

4 Certain Protestant elergy last summer wére
sent out by their superiors to visit the lumber-
ing camps, just one visit to each camp. These
men were loaned horses by the companies, and
arrangements were made with the foreman
at each eamp that a man who had no eash
could give a note for the amount the clergy
had talked him into parting with, The note
eould he cashed by the clergy and deducted
from the' logger’s pay check. The eclergy
eleaned up big, this being the first time they
had ever infested the woods. At that time the
men were clearing an average of zhout $25 a
month ; this season they all went on strike and
doubled their earnings. At present a new lot
of clergy have been dumped into the lumber-
ing camps, but the companies have not this

.year given them permission to eollect notes

from the men; the clergy get only the spare
cash, As it is, they just arrive at the eamp in
the evening [pay-day evening—nun-like, no
doubt—Ed.], talk to the men after the day’s
work, but never about God’s kingdom, and are
off to another eamp the next day.—A New-
foundland lumberman,
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By Trail and Stream and Garden Path (‘The Mighty Nl.mrod’)
(Contributed)

144 HY, hello, Jane! T had begun to
think yon’d forgotten your cousin.”

“I’ve been busy, Connie, Where’s Lee?
And Becky?"’

“Here's Becky now. Look, darling. Cousin
Jane is here.”’ .

Becky looked up solemnly. *‘H’lo.”

““Hello, there. How’s my little girl?”

Becky wasn't sure how to answer that,
ginee she was still feeling the effects of a
spanking ; so she looked about for some way
of changing the subject. Her eyes landed on
kitty, and she made a grab for it, pulling ity
tail till it squalled.

Jane looked at Beeky’s mother; but as she
seemed to be paying no attention, Jahe said,
“Don’t hurt the kitty, Becky, You mus'n't
pull its tail.”’

Becky stood up, “and watched the kitten
run under a chair in the corner, Jane went
on into the next room. ‘“Good morning, Lee.
What are you doing?”’

““(reetings, Jane, I'm cleaning my gun.
Just got back from a hunting trip in the
mountaing,’’

“How exciting! Weren’t you afraid?”’ .

‘¢ Afraid of what'

“‘Whatever there was to be afraid of.”’

“I don't understand. n

“It must’be pretty dangerous when you
need s gun for protectlon ”

“You know the gun isn’t for protection,
It’s for killing animals.”’

““How nice! It’s best to ‘get them before
they get you ', isn’t it? Did you do any rabbit
hunting in season?’’

“Quite & lot. I killed as many ss the law
allows.”’

“Gh'and1 It must be a real comiort to know
that you’ve brought in meat enough to keep
your family from starving.’’

“Don’t be foolish, Jane. We didn’t need
the food. I just hunt for the sport of it.”’

“Oh, 1 see. It would be fun, wouldn’t it -
80 exciting and dangerous!” .

““What do you mean? Dangerous how$”’

“Why, matching your size and strength
and your one litile gun against the big, ter-
rible bunny. To realize that it hay at least one
chznce in a hundred of getting away from
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vou—just think of it! Lee, I didn’t know you
were s0 brave.”’

Lee looked up, a little puzzled, but Jane
only smiled and went on, *‘I watched a dog
chase a rabbit one day. Ie ran through bushes
and briars, over hills and across logs. He zig-
zagged from side to side as he followed the
brown bit of fur. Suddenly he stopped—the
rabbit had ducked into & narrow opening in
a thicket and disappeared. No fun in that—
the rabbit had an even chanece with the dog,
and that spoiled all the sport of i, don’t you
think Of course you do.”’

Lee moved uneasily. ““Are you joking,
Jane?’’

Jane dropped her teasing smile and said,
angrily, “Indeed I'm not joking. I'm serious.
Hunting is mean, and wicked, and anything
but sporting. It is breaking one of the oldest
laws that God gave to man, Remember about
Nimrod ¢ He was a hunter, killing just for the
love of it; and Jehovah had no use for him.
You raodern Nimrods give an animal even less

- of a chanee with your eriel guns.”

“‘But, Jane, you don’'t understand, It’s the
fun of seeing if you can hit something that
is moving. ™’

“Yes, and of hitting it, and seeing its soft
brown cyes turned on you in agory, or staring
at you in death. It’s the fun of taking away a
life you can’t give back—a life that wasn’t
yours to take. Great fun! One day I saw a
hunter kill a large rabbit which I had man-
aged to tame and which I had fed from my
own ,hand many times, It made me feel sick,
Lee.’” -

Jane looked up as Lee’s wife entered, then
added, “‘If all you brave hunters would get
ont together in the woods and shaot at each
other, everything would be just fine,”

Connie followed Jane out of the room.
“*You certainly told him. He won't pay any
attention to me, but mayhe he will think over
what you've said.”’

-General Motors' Twelve Best-paid Men
# The General Motors Corporation pays in
galaries to its twelve best-paid men a total of
$2,090,210 per wyear, ranging from $255,505
for Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., down to $141,947 for
cach of the two Fishers, Alfred and W.A,
CONSOLATION




Winter Chores—Cover Design for This Number

¢ The sun has set and the crisp cold of the
winter day constantly increases. The fall
of snow during the day has been unusually
heavy and has covered hill and dale, field and
wooed, with a proteciing silvery blanket. It
cregks under the wheels of the wagons that
pase along the adjacent road, while the breath
of the horses gives corrohorative proof that
the thermomeier has dropped to zero, if such
corroboration were needed in view of the
tingling ears and fingers.

The winter sky overhead iz now quite dark,
though a pale quarter - ;on now well above
the horizon lightens the landscape suffi-
ciently to mark the ot s of the farm build-
ings and of the surr ing fiees, now bereft
of their last leaver .Au st fding stark and
lean about the barnyard, ike sentinels on
guard,

It is time for chores any Dad has bundled
himself up in good shape to give attention to
this inevitable feature of farm life. He gets
to the sheltering warmth of the barn in

double-guick time. The biting cold does not
lend itself to a leisurely gait. The lanterns
shed a cheery glow in the surrounding dark-
ness and shine out across the snow until the
door closes behind Dad 29 he enters the barn.
The kids are too young as yet to help out, but
it will not be long until they too will take
their share of the responsibilities that farm
life brings, which in turn fosters that staunch-
ness and dependability which is the backbone
of any people.

" Electricity has not yet reached thizs par-
tieular farm, though a number of neighboring
farms, nearer the main road, have had this
improvement in for a long while. Dad hopes,
if things go well, to be able to add this con-
venience in the not too far-off future, He is
hopeful in spite of the sethacks and diffienlties
that depression has brought, for he is strong
and healthy and not afraid of hardship and
work ; and so he hums the strains of a cheer-
ful song as he goes diligently to work to get
done with his evening chores.

The WATCHTOWER is a companion
magazing to CONSOLATION, and pub-
lished twice a month. Eaeh issue eontains
16 pages, devoted exclusively to a discus-
gion of Clod’s Word and the fulfillment of
Rible prophecy. Every person of good will
needs the comfort and strength to be de-
rived from its study.

Of special interest 18 the leading article
which appears in the Janunary 1 issue. This
article, entitled *‘JerREMIAH’, is the speech
which Judge Rutherford delivered before a

Start the New Year Righf |

SExp m¢ YoUr SUBSCRIPTION ForR THE WATCHTOWER

A year’s subscription is $1.00 in the United States; $1.50 in Canada and other countries.

vast audience at Columbus, Ohio, Septem-
ber 18, and which was carried to other large
audiences in England, Australia and other
parts of the carth by wire and wireless.
Everyone who heard it wiil long remember
that memorable ocession, and will eertainly
want to read and study this speech as it
appears in The WATCHTOWER. ¥ you
are not now a subseriber, or if your sub-
seription is about to lapse, send in your
subseription immediately in order not to
miss this important issue.

TOWER. Send it to the following address:

Name

City

e

The Watch Tower, 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N.Y.

Encloged find $1.00 ($1.50 in Canada and other countries} for a year’s subseription for The WATCH.

" Btreet

Btate
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252,577,146 TO DATE

During the year 1937

22, 57’7 ,146 books and booklets containing the Kingdom message were distributed
throughout the earth. That brings the total since the year 1921 to 252,577,146.
These figures alone are amazing. But even more interesting is the account of how
these twenty-two million and more hooks were put out in various countries amidst
much oppogition. The year’s report for 1937, which appears in the 1938 YEAR
BOOK OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES, will bring courage and confidence to
all those who are devoted to Jehovah and His kingdom and will cause such to
press forward with greater zeal during the coming year, holdi.  high the banner
of truth in the earth. R
The YEAR BOOK also contams a Seripture text at ? appr- ate comment
for each day of the year 1938. :
) The YEAR BOOK will be mailed to any address 011 & 0 AT un of 80c
" per copy : ' '

L W@ e
Calendar for 1938
¢ The picture on the 1938 CALENDAR ¥OR JEHOVAH’S WITNESsrS is thrilling to
those who are for Jehovah and His kingdom. It portrays vividly the two oppos-
ing armieg lined up for battle, and will remind one constantly of the issue that
must be seitled ahortly of wro 18 supgeMs. The pieture is in keeping with the
Year Text, which also appears on the Calendar, ‘BE NOT APRAID: THE BATTLE IS
Gop’'s.” Having such assurance, Jehovah's withesses and their companions press
on holdly in the fight against relwlonmt% and this holdn esg strikes terrar into the
‘hearts of God’s enemies,
The Calendar also contains a letter from Judge Ritherford setting ont the
important dates of the eoming year for those who will engage in the witness for
God’s name and kingdom.

Five ealendars or more will be mai led to ane address at 20e per copy ; or singly
at 2‘50 per (-opy

~ The Watgh Tower, 117 Adams S$t., Brooklyn, N. Y,

I“le!;-ﬂa send to the address below
o COPiEs 0f the 1938 Year ROOK OF JEROVAH'S WITKESAES (50c per eopy)

e CALENDAR FOR 1938 (25¢ per copy, or 20¢ per copy if five or more to one address)
Enclosed find veauttance of ee.. , to he wsed in spreading the message of God's kingdom.
a1V 0 1T S . Btreet - s - -

City v Btate ... .
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