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Insulting Jehovah God at Plainfield, New Jersey 

THE urgent attention of the governor and 
attorney general of the State of New J er­

scy, and also of the taxpayers of the city of 
Plainfield, is invited to the extraordinary con­
dud of Judge William G. De J\Ieza and of his 
aecomplices, in Summit and Plainfield, as set 
forth herein. 

in court, and in some instances were denied the 
right to be informed of the nature and cause of 
the accusations against them. 

In a previous issue, 
now out of print, we 
ga ye our readers full 
details of a remark­
nble con s p ira c y 
hatched and carried 
out at Summit, New 
J crsey. Observe that 
Plainfield, with C . .1\. 
Flynn chief of police, 
borders Summit, with 
J. P. Murphy, chief 
of police, on its north­
el'll boundary. Flynn 
alld Murphy work to­
gether. Is it because 
th,'y belong to the 
same church system ~ 

At the Summit out­
rage the magistrate 
Judge \V illiams gave 

~'hey were given ten days in jail for \valking 
on the street, or for sitting in an automobile, or 
for mending an automobile tire, when not a 

INS"CLTIKG JEHOVAH GOD AT ELGIN, ILL. 

The article which begins on page 631 is as important as 
tlus one. The same principles are im'ol\'cd: (a) Theso 
witnesses were exercising theIr God-giw'n right to preach 
the gospel; (b) the town and city, state and nation aro 
precluded from interfering by reason of the provisions of 
the constitution. (c) Every man may worship God accord­
ing to the dictates of his own conscience. (d) To ask per­
mission to preach the gospel Il'hich Jchomh God has com­
mandell shall be preacherl Icould be an insult to Jehovah 
Gael and contrary to the fundamental law of the lalld. (e) 
The people of Plainfield awl Elgin should inform them­
selY(~s as to whether tile clergymen who are persecuting Je­
ho\ ah 's wi tnesses awl using tho strong-arm squads and the 
mab'istmtes to throttle religious liberty in America represent 
the De\'il, as we arc prepared to pro\'c that they do, or 
represent Jchomh Ood. In any e\'ent, when the people have 
informed themsell'es, they IIlllst take tllell' stand on one side 
or the other. Jesus was persecuted by the clergy in His 
(1ay, and stated that His true followers I\uuld he persccuted 
in the sanle mauneI'. JIerein is ono of Illuny fultilments of 
the prol'heeH's 1\ llllh show that 11'0 arc li\ ing in the last 
days. Awukf', all sleeping ones ~ DeclCle I DC<'lde J 

shred of evidence of 
any kind was laid 
against them. What 
kind of judge is this? 
lIe is not fit to sit on 
a park bench, 1 e t 
a Ion e the judicial 
bench. 

S 0 certain was 
Chi e f J;-'lynn that 
Judge De M eza would 
do his bidding even 
better than Judge 
Williams had done it 
for his friend and 
comrade J. P. Mur­
phy, chief 0 f the 
Summit police force, 
Patrick J. Kelly, clerk 
of the court, and 
others of the strong-
arm squad involved, 
that before any of the 

nine men sentellces of thirty days each for 
being witnesses of Jehovah God, but he with­
held his hand when it came to locking up a tenth 
,,'orker, the mother of three small children. No 
such mercy attended the rulillgs of Judge Wil­
limll G. De )'leza at Plainfield. 

sixty-one persecuted ones at Plainfield had been 
tried, it had all been fixed up with the warden 
of the prison at Elizabeth to let out the witness­
es of .J e!lovah that had then been twenty-four 
days ill prison, to make room for those they 
intended to railroad into the place. 

)len and \\"omen, indiscriminately, were de­
prived of their liberty without due process of Prima Facie Evidence of Conspiracy 
law, were arrested \vithout warrants and with- Here is clear evidence of a conspiracy. The 
out cause, were compelled to bear \vitness rulers of Plainfield stand convicted of deliber­
against themselves, were convicted on the hear- ately preparing in advance to imprison dozens 
say testimony of witnesses who did not appear of men and women before they had even ap-

643 
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peareu in comt. They must have lmown in au­
yance what kind of court they \\'ore comi.ng into. 

'rhe fact is that other pr1soners al:-:o ,,,ere 
turned out of the county Pl'il'Oll Iw1'o1'e their 
terms had expired, and for the SaBle I'eason. The 
warden can verify this, but even if he dr·nied it, 
it is in the record of the prison and in the daily 
l1e'\vspapers of the date '\"hen the rC'lea~;e took 
place. 

In the case of the Summit outrag('. mentioned 
on page G43, the pric>st that instigated it clearly 
diselosed himself. The ,,'or1\: of cOlll'ealment \va;,; 

more cleverly done at Plainfield, but \\'as still 
insufficient to accomplish its ends. For a full 
statement of the r('spol1sihiliti('s of the dergy 
and the press, see tl18 conelnding artiele of this 
Issue. 

For their own safety ill Armageddon, \y11ic11 
lies just ah('ad, the IJeovle should inform thelll­
selyes as to \yhet11('1' the elel'gYIl1l'n who eycry­
·w11('re persecnte J ,,11oY:111 's witnesses repre­
sent the Devil, as .J u<1:J,"e Rutherford insists 
that they do, or \"h0t1w1' tll(='Y represent J eho­
yah God, which as their 1'1'nit5 show could not 
he the case. In allY ennt, the lleovle must take 
their stand 011 the olle ~ide or the other. 

Is it not a strange thing, hy the \yay, that 
J'udge Rutherford can pl(>ad for )'ears ,\\"ith the 
religionists to appoint t1l0i1' Lh:st Ulan, to dis­
cnss with him OWl' the radio the qnestion as to 
whether they represent the Devil or represent 
.Jehovah God, aIld the only response he can get 
is from lllell like Kelly or .l\lurphy 01' Flynn, 
who vent their spleen on his fpllow witnesses of 
J pllOvah God, the 111lmhle 1110n and wonwn \yho 
are convinced that it is lIP, and not the clergy, 
that has the straight of it? 

Elementary Principles of Govem:nent 
The elementary principles of gon:1'nllwnt [tre 

that the divine law comes first. .:\ext (ill >\111l'1'­

ie'a) (,0111es the United States Constitution, no 
provisioll in whieh would be Jegal or biJl(ling if 
out or ha I'Il10ny \"i ill tht> expn>s~lxl will of God. 
'ro holJ otherwise would be a monstrous in­
dignity to UlP One in who;;:c haml is the brcath 
of 0\"('1'Y e\'eature. 

Few ]wopl(> nllllPl';;:iand the lllll'}lose of the 
conf'titntioll. It is not a d(='('\aratioll of the ri,::;11ts 
of the pt>ople. Theil' rights come from Jehonth 
God. and from none olh(~l'. 

TIH' pUl'po;,;(' of the conslitution is to state the 
limitation of their right;;:. to which the }1eop1e 
have agreed through their representatiws. 

Article IX of the constitution of the United 
States makes this perfectly clear, '\yhen it says, 
"The enumeration in the Constitution of certain 
rights shall not he construed to lh>ny or dis­
parage others retained hy the people." Those 
"olhers rdainerl h~' the people" arc rights re­
ceiyed from .T ehoyalt God and have particularly 
to do with the rplaliolls of the people to Him. 

] t would he entirc>ly illegal for any American 
state cOllstitution to contain clauses antagonis­
tic to the law of God or to the United ::::;tates 
COllst i1111 ion. 'This prilleiple is established in 
A l'tide X of the ('on::-;titution, '\\'hich states that 
"the pmnl'S not delegated to the United ::::;tates 
hy the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
states, are reserved to the states respectively, 
or to the people". 

It would not have heen necessary for the 
Stnte of Kew Jerl'cy to include allY statement 
in its tonstltution that it is in harmony with the 
law of God and in harmony with the IJnitet! 
States Constitution, and not out of harmony 
'\"ith either of thc'm, nlHl yet the founders of the 
state were so j0alous of 1 heir rights as ,,'orship­
ers of J ehonth God, and as citizens of tile 
rnite(l Stutes, tlJat in their fundamental 1mi' 
tlw~' made the rollO\\'ing llllique pro\"ision: 

~o )1orso11 "hall he d('priyocl of the inestimable 
prh'jk~·c of \YOl"~hipiJl:2: .A!mig'hl~· Cod in a mannl'l' 
agrcl'able to th:~ didf't(·s of lti,~ own eonscit'ncc; ..• 
nor slwll an~' 1)('1~()1l he ohli~('cl to pay tithes, taxl's, 
01' other ]'atc:; luI' ... the maintl'll:lllce of any minis­
ter or ministry, contl'<ll'y to \\'hat he bclicYl's to he 
right, or has ddihl'l'atcl~' and yoluntaril)' cngaged to 
pCl'foI'm.-~\rticle I, Section 3. 

Even a Child Should [(now This 
It gocs '\yithout sayillg that when it conws to 

a 11ll1llieipnl on1inance it must llot, of COUI'S(" 

('olltain allythillg conflicting with either the 
tli\'llle la\\', the Hllitell States COllstitution, or 
thl' (,Ull:::titntioll or the State of Xew Jersey. 

I':)nppoc;e, 1'01' instance, that in a mistaken i(lea 
of tllei r lll1ty thecity rathel'S or Plainfield should 
lJUi'S all onlinunee that all p(>rsons of other cit­
ies :-ollOnld kef'p out of Plainiichl, on 1)ellalty of 
l)ving SllOt. 1':)1\('h all ordinance woule! be void 
lw('au:-of' it \"oull1 be ill violation of the divine 
1mr. "Thou shalt not kill," "\Yhatsoe,'er ye 
wonld that men should do to you, do ye ('\'C'n :::0 

to thcw," and, at the vcry h'ast, a thonsand 
other statemcnts of the divine law, ev('ry onp of 
,,'hicl1 appeals to the lllind and hend of t~ny 
pen'oll who has common sense. 
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But suppose that the city fathers went ahead 
and passed the ordinance anyway and attempted 
to enforce it, it would not be long before the 
city 'would be placed under martial law and its 
streets would be patrolled by the National 
Guard of the State of N"ew Jersey, or, if neces­
sary, by the federal troops of the United States 
Government. And what folly it ,,-ould be for 
any magistrate to attempt to back up such an 
infamous ordinance! 

That is exactly the situation which maintains 
in Plainfield today. The law of Jehovah God 
requires that the message of His kingdom as 
the only hope of the world must be proclaimed in 
Plainfield so that both the rulers and the ruled 
may know whut to do in the great crisis which 
is l~pon them. 

Recognizing that it must not interfere with 
the discharge of this duty, which means life or 
death to the persons upon whom the duty is laid 
as well as life or death to the rulers and the 
citizens of Plainfield, the United States Consti­
tntion has in its Article I (Original Amend­
ments) not only provided that C0ngress shall 
make no law prohibiting the free exercise of re­
ligion, but in Article IX has expressly reserved 
such right to the people, and in Article X has 
prohibited the states from interfering in the 
exercise of those rights. 

But even if the city fathers of Plainfield had 
intended that all persons of other cities must be 
arrested the moment they step foot i.n the city, 
and if we could aSSUJIle that the strong-arm 
squad were so bigoted, so stupid and so steeped 
in crime that they would make the arrests with­
out complaints, without warrants, without evi­
dence, without 'vitnesses and without reason, 
there would still be an opportunity, when the 
arrested persons came before the magistrate, 
for him to interpret the ordinance in harmony 
with the laws of God, the laws of the United 
States, the laws of the State of New Jersey and 
the laws of reason and common sense. 

.L\..ll of these laws were grossly violated by the 
magistrate, De ~Ieza, at the trial of the 56 wit­
nesses for truth and righteousness whose homes 
he broke up for ten days each in the infamous 
proceedings before his atrocious court. 

Flynn Establishes the Inquisition-in America 
On June 4, tllC day of the arrest of 31 men 

and 29 women, the men were herded in a run­
way adjoining three cells and were allowed ac­
cess also to the dark and filthy basement of the 

city jail. The 29 women were crowded into three 
small cells, each of which contained one blanket. 
Twelve persons could sit on the beds on which 
these blankets were spread, but seventeen had 
to stand throughout the night, for there was no 
place for them to sit, much less to lie. The night 
was stifling hot. After compelling these women 
to stand all night, the next morning Flynn 
and his crowd had them all fingerprinted - IN 

Al\IERICA. 

'I'lle women whom Flynn compelled to stand 
all night could be plainly seen by all who passed 
on the public sidewalk, reminding one of the po­
sition of those confined in stocks during the 
Dark Ages. :Many who passed by were heard to 
express indignation as they vie\ved their condi­
tion. So cruel and astounding was the treat­
ment of these women by the police that towns­
people and others waited outside the jail until 
two o'clock in the morning, momentarily expect­
ing the release of the prisoners. 

After midnight a business man, Charles R. 
Hessler, one of Jehovah's witnesses, realizing 
that the inquisition had been reestablished in 
Plainfield, had a flashlight photograph taken 
of the outside of the prison, showing these wom­
en standing at the windows. We show this on 
pages 636-G37. For taking this picture Hessler 
was given sixty days in jail. He was not allowed 
to say anything in his own defense, but after 
he was sentenced, and as he was being rushed 
out of the courtroom, he did say, loudly and em­
phatically, what will be very apparent to every 
person who shall read what follows, "This court 
has absolutely no regard for the rights of others, 
and a total disregard of the fundamental law of 
the state and the nation." 

X othing could have been more contempti­
ble than the stories of these outrages which 
appeared in the New York, Brooklyn and 
Plainfielu papers. All of these papers carried 
prominent and extensive comment regarding 
the arrests, fabely describing tIle workers as 
peddlers and pamphleteers who failed and re­
fused to take out licenses, and falsely stating 
that the police were "given much concern as to 
how to accommodate them in the limited quar­
ters of the city jail". No paper gave the slight­
est intimation of the actual condition of the 
prisoners, but the facts of this outrage have 
been broadcast all over New Jersey and large 
areas of adjacent states and will be broadcast 
all oyer the earth. 
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Judge De Meza's RespDnsibility 
J uuge D2 1Ileza knew that a list of the names 

anu audresses of the 213 workers who preached 
the gospel ill Pbi nlleld on June 4 had been 
sel'nd upon the chief of police, and that this 
,vas done by them merely as Ull act of courtesy, 
not required by la\\"o Thi" was brought out in 
the trial of ~Iinnie Barnibl\\", tllC first persoll 
"'hom he tried. Yet he studiously i6'llored this 
fat-; in the trial of everyone ol the JG ,yorkers 
,,;11Om he sentenced to prison . 

. J lldge De l\leza, when installed ill office, took 
a :-,olenll1 oath that "no person shall be COl1l­

]wlll'd in any criminal case to be a witne"s 
H6aillst himself". But in the case or Miunie 
Unn:ikow, although at the time s11e ,ya" ar­
rf':-:t('d she was at a door "'here no one answered 
the' he'll, and the officer who arrested her did not 
Sl'(J i:('i' hand out any printed matter, yet ill the 
Ub~'l'l:c:e of any complaining witness he required 
her to testify against herself and sentenced her 
to tt'll days in prison, when as a la\\'yer he knew 
he' had not the slightest right to do so. 

.J uctge Dc l\leza knows that Jehovah God has 
IJL\cpd certain duties upon certain people, as 
\':n" the case with the prophets and apostles and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior. As a pro­
fe;-:~edly Christian magistrate, with the certain 
kn(mledge that Jehovah God would have at 
Yt1l'ious times certain ones who ,\,ould have a 
lllC'ssag-e from Him to the people, Judge De 
l\leza knows full well why the rule was est:lb­
lit'hed that "Congress shall make no law respect­
illg all establishment of religion or prohibiting 
tll<' f1'C'e exercise thereof". 

By this first conviction there is good reason 
to rear that he cut himself off from the favor 
nlld mercy of Jehovah God and placed himseJ f 
ill lille for the fate of those who commit the un­
pardonable sin: eternal destructioll, or "the sec­
ond death".-Revelation 20: 14, 15; 21: 8; Mat­
t lip\\, 25: 41-46. 

Sneering at Jehovah God 
In the case of the second person tried, name­

ly, Mrs. F. Carmichael, Judge Newcorn, the 
counsel for the city of Plainfield, asked her con­
cerning her movements on the fourth day of 
.J ulle. She replied, with dignity, that she was 
preaching the gospel of God's kingdom. This 
should have been sufficient. 

rrhere were in Plainfield that very day numer­
ous clergymen who claimed to be preaching the 
gospel of God's kingdom, but who in fact are ac-

tually opposed to the establishment of God's 
kingdom in the earth, which Kingdom will do 
away \\'ith the services of all clergymen for time 
and for demity. Bnt these clergymen were not 
hara~se(lllor disturbed. 

.Tudg-e ~ c,w:orn, corpora tiOll counsel, would 
klve hl'sitated to ask any priest or other elergy­
lllan by \', hat method he preached on June 4, 
for he wdJ kno\ys that the law grants that 
1)l'j,-ih'g-8 \yitllont stipulati.ng auy set method by 
\\"hic:h reji!.;ion is to be ex('rclsed. N 8yertheless, 
he [1s1\('(l :'lr:-:. Carmichael "By ,,"liat method?" 
and she replied: 

"By word of mouth and in printed form, whieh I 
not ollly have the right to do, but \vhich I am com­
manded to do hy the \Yord of the :Most High God. 
Besides, the fundamental law of til is state and of the 
nation guarantees to e\'erybod.v the liberty of servillg 
Almighty God according to the d:ct:ltes of his own 
conscience without-" 

At this point she was intelTllpted, and after 
a fe,,' more words by Judge Ke\Y('orn, Judge 
De l\18za sneerillgly remark('d, "J ehoY:],h is not 
commanding you to do anything." '1'his gratui­
tous piece of misinforlllation on his part is a 
statement which a wise and just man would have 
hesitated to make. But in tllly event, his opinion 
in the premises if; immaterial. It is the judg­
ment of Jelwnlh God that counts. 

The Permit from Jehovah God 
Evidently taking his cue from l\fagit'trate De 

l\leza as to how to go about it to quickly obtain 
cOlwiction, Judge Ke\YcOl'll, after having been 
twice told by the fourth dC'fel1dnnt, Louise La 
Gra"sa, that sll{' \'las preaching the good news 
that Jello\,[1h's killgdom is here, finally cornered 
her into saying, "Those who desired to have the 
message of God's kingdom, I presented it to 
theIn." 

J mlg'e X e,,'corn then inquired, "Did you have 
a pf'rmit to lllake such distribution?" And then 
noti('c her splendid reply: 

"Acconling to Isaiah 43: ] 0-12 and Isaiah 61: 
1,21 am duly authorized by the Most High God 
to do this ,,"ork." 

At this poiut Judge De :Mr,lU, whose dis­
respectful 1'(>f('rp11c8s to .T ehonlh prove that 
he fpars not God and J'(>gards not His \\"ord, 1)('­
came angr~', and the following dialogue ensl1pd, 
after ,,-hich LOlli:-:e La Grassa calmly took her 
sentellce of ten days in prison. 

D~; Mr,ZA: The law prohibits mUffler and provides a [,('nalty 
therefor. \\'Old,1 you consider it rip:ht to ,-iolate that law! 

LA GI:.\SS.\: I did not commit lllullll'r. 
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DE MEU: I ask you whether you would consider it right 
to viulate that law. 

LA GI:ASSA: Most certainly not, because it is in harmony 
,vitlt God's law. But docs the court consitler it right to violate 
t lie fundamental law of the land in enforcing an ordinance 
that takes away my lilwrty of preaching the gospeU 

DE :MEZA: Our ordinance prohIbits dIstribution of any kind 
of III in:ed matter without obtaining" a permit. Do you think 
that you were acting riGht in makmg a distribution without 
cOlllplying with the law of the city' 

LA GRASSA: In the sight of JellOvah God, yes. I have made 
It covenant to do the will of God and to obey His laws. 
His word and law is the highest authority governing man, 
lllltl superior to any law that man can make. 

DE MEZA: (Angry) 'J'he answer is that you didn't have a 
permit; you didn't consider it ne('e~sary. Is that right? 

L,\ GRASSA: "'';hether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye." This was 
the anS1YCr of the early disciples of Jesus when they were 
bronght into conrt on a charge identical with the one before 
tIllS court. 

Could the Clergy Have Answered as Well? 
As some of our readers may not have their 

Bibles imnwdiately at hand, we quote from the 
Scriptures the citations which :Mrs. La Grassa 
mentioned. We are certain that not a priest or 
other clergyman in Plainfield would have had 
the right to apply these scriptures to himself or 
,,'auld have had the knO\vledge of the Scriptures 
ll('e('~sary to make such a prompt answer and 
sneh an all-sufficient answer under the circum­
stance. 'l'hese scriptures are as follows, and ap­
ply exactly in the connections in "'hich they 
,,'ere cited. 

1" c arc my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant 
whom I have chosen; that ye may know and believe 
TIll', and understand that I am he: before me there 
\Vas no God formed, neither shall there be after me. 
I, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no 
saviour. I have declared, and have saved, and I have 
shewed, when there was 110 strange god among you: 
thcl'l'fol'e ye arc my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I 
am C:ocl.-Isaiah ,13: 10-12. 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto 
the meek: he hath sent me to bind up the broken­
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound; to pro­
claim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
ycng'eance of our God; to comfort all that mourn. 
-Isaiah 61: 1,2. 

Jailed for Sitting in an Automobile 
III the case of Gladys Doughaen, the police­

man who arrested her was honest enough to ad­
mit that he did not see her distributing any­
thillg. As a matter of fact, she was arrested 
while sitting in the front seat of her automobile. 
:Jlngistrate Dc Uflza kno'ws perfectly wel1 that 
it is not illegal to sit in an automobile, but when 

he was trying her for that ((crime" the following 
dialogue ensued: 

DE hlEZA: (In unuertone) By necessity I'll have to dis­
miss the complaint against her, if she promises to uiscontinue 
passing out tracts or other literature. (Louucr) The law 
l'cquires, madam, that before you can distribute 01' sell any· 
thing in Plainfielu, whether it be religious books or not, you 
must first obtain a hcense. 

DOrGHAEx: I was not selling anything. It's necessary for 
me-

DE ME7,,\: (Intcrrupts) It's necessary that you are going 
to obey the laws of our city, madam. I'm gi\'ing yuu fair 
warning now. I'm not ;,indic' ative, but you 'I c going to obey 
our law, while I am here anyway. \\'ill you discontinue in the 
future if I give you another chance 1 Step <lOWl!. 

DOGGIIAEN: If we arc onlcred to go into Plainfiehl­
DE .MEZA: By whom 1 
DOUGIIAEN: By JdlO\'ah Go,l. 
DE :MEZA: (Yelling) "'c don't care about Jehovah 01' any­

one else I'Ve ha\'e our laws, and you're going to obey thenll 
I will sct your case down for Thursday morning. (Angry) Lo<,k 
her up! Such foolishness I I nen!r saw the like of it. Let's 
msh this through! 

Has Jehovah God No Rights in Plainfield? 

In the case of Beatrice Hanke, after she had 
patiently explained to Magistrate De )Ieza that 
she has a permit from Jehovah God, the highest 
authority, to do His work, and that "God'~ law 
is superior to any law of man", he interrupted 
her excitedly, inquiring, "Will you promise to 
leave this city at once and desist from pas~ing 
literature and go back to your family, if I give 
you another chance 1" 

Mrs. Hanke firmly replied, "Most certainly 
not. If I am commanded by ,Jehovah Ood-" 
At this point De Meza interrnpted her with his 
usual interjection, "Ten dollars or ten days." 
See the responsibility which the man has takpl1 
upon himself, of insulting Jehovah God by Illak­
ing it appear that anyone must ask permission 
to preach the gospel, i\'hich preachiIlg He has 
commanded shall be done. 

De Meza as Prosecutor 
In the case of Hose "\Veber, the seventh de­

fendant, Judge De .Jleza, who in all these cases 
did most of the talking, acted as prosecutor, 
judge and jury, as follo,ys: 

DE ~IEZ,\: Didn't you know that the law requires that you 
must first get a permit from the city to make such distribution t 

W~;BER: I am a member of the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society, which is a corporation create() and organized 
according to law for the express purpose of carrying on this 
benevolent work by preaching the message of the Bible in 
printed form. The constitution of the United States and the 
constitution of New Jersey guarantee thc liberty of each one 
to serve God and preach the gospel in his own way, and for 
this reason no rnunicipality-

DE MEZA: Havc you ever been arrestrd before for passing 
circulars in other cities? I am asking you. You're a Christian 
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woman, you sa)" nJH1 you should not hrsit ate to tell the truth. 
]lI"y€, you en'r hl'l'n arrested !Jef,)]',,? 

\YEIlER: Y C'" for I,re'aching tlte gospel. 
DL 1.lEZ.\: lIow many t irnes? 
\YLIlI:R: Docs that nnke any ,1iflerrnce~ 
DE ~.JEZ.\: Ii m~kcs a \\llDie lot of difi'errnce to me. 
\YI:lll:t:: I do not sec how it makes any ,lifIl'rcncr. 
DE ~11:ZA: You ,lo not sec it, llUh~ (RU!1r) fitep down! I 

~ec Y'"u 're one of t ho"e II ho 11111 not stop. If the court 'rill 
i)n' .I'!m :,nother ch:mro,', "'ill you go hack to your home town 
all,l ,lesist from dlstrihuting litcr:l(ure-

\';[3EI': I ('annut make that ]'l'omise. 
DE :tIIEl.A: (Stern) Ten uoll:us or tcn days. 

Inquisitor in a Frenzy 
,Yhilc the ei.~hth defendant, Dora ,Yadams, 

\\'as being "triC'd", she stated three times that 
:- lie ,,'as llot guilty of the cha l'ge made against 
her. De T\leza became infuriated, and an in­
nocent spectator in the courtroom who had pre­
\'ionsly witnessed injustices in K ew Jersey but 
\-;}10 hud never witnessed such infamous pro­
ceedings as took place at Plainfield, was surlden­
I)' ordered to stand up. The following dialogue 
Ulcn occurred: 

J1E MEZA: Are YOU interested in tlus caseY 
l\[')RG.\~: Yes, ;ir, I certainly am. 
DE MEZA: \Vhat's your name1 
~.I()RGAN: Daniel };.' Morgan. 
DE MEZA: \Vhere llo you Iive~ 
l\ll)f(G.\~: 1::;3 Main S'treet, Fort Lee. 
])r: MBZ.\: \Yhat's your official position' 
::'lfllW.\N: I am a spectator, and not on trial. 
Dr: Mr:z_\: What did you mean by vour conductf 
1I1oHGAN: Ihn-en't I ~ right to Br;lil~' 
Dr: MEZA: (Fierce) I will order you from the court if I 

~l e any more of such actions! 1'm looking around and my 
eyes are open. 

~rhe trial of Mrs. vVadams then continued. 
Notice now the steps which De Meza took to 
send this innocent Christian woman to prison. 
1<ote the dignity and intelligence of her respons­
es and the way she was bullyragged by this man 
,dlO llllluerous times went out of his way to say 
(11Ild to pronounce it just that way) that he ,,'as 
"not vin-dic'a-iive". 

lll' MEH: (:IIoeking) Take the stand, mauam. 
\YADA~IS: I moyc the court to ,llsmiss this complaint hecause 

it, floes not state facts that constitute an offense or violation 
of the law. All the cYHlen('e fails to show any guilt-

IlL MEZA: I think ,ve have suffieicnt evidence. DId you have 
a I'Cl'lllit to place your literature in the city of Plainfield 1 

\L\DAMS: I was preaching the gospel and did not need a 
permit. 

DE MEZA: (Sneering) You were preaching the gospel I 
I'1ll asking you, did you go from house to house delivering 
these gospel tracts 1 

WADAMS: This gospel of the kingdom-
DE MEZA: J U B tam 0 men t I Did you deliver this 

literature' 
W ADAMS: To those who were interested. 

J)E MEZA: Did you get n permit from the city of Plainfield f 
\V.\D.UIS: How could the cit\'-
11,; ~II:L~: Dill you g~t n pe~mit i 
W.\]).IMS: The constitution estops any municipality from 

cnaetmg or E'nfor(']ng a law t hat would interfere or himler 
tlw work of prcaehing the gospel. 

DE :tIIr:z.\: I ask you, }lid you have a p~rmit flom the city 
authol'itips to go from house to honse "lnth tll1~ literatnrc~ 

\Y.\ll.\\1,,; The Clty has no authority to giye me a pelmit to 
prcaC'h the gospel. I h:n-o authority from .TehcJY:lh God! 

IlE l'.1EZA: (Vexe.!) Step down. 'Yhere do you liye~ 
WADAWi: My !lame llml adrlrcss lS on the hat fileu by us 

with the Pulice Department. 

Is Perjury 0.[(. in Plainfield? 
In the case of the ninth defendant, Jenny 

Cochran, De l\leza made it dear that perjury 
on the part of an officer of the law is unobjec­
tioJlnble in his court if it aids in the conviction 
of Christian ,,'omen whose only interests in life 
are to honor the name of Jehovah God ami be­
stow blessings upon their fellow men. In the 
follmying dialogue Miss Cochran shows her­
self a good deal more of a lawyer than De Meza. 

COCHRAN: May I ask the officer some questions 'I 
DE MEZA: You may. 
COCImA~: \\"hero was I when you saw meT 
OFFICER GRAY: On the porch of Mr. Kelly'8 house. 
COCIIRA:s': You diu not see me deliver a pamphlet! 
OrFIcn: GIUY: Ycs. 
COCHj(~N: Which siue of the street was I anT 
OF"FICEH GRAY: 'rhe Routh side of West 5th St. 
COCHHAN: You moan to say that I stopped at a house on 

that side of the street f 
OFFICER GRAY: Y cs. 
COCIillA:s': Could you take an oath on (hatf 
OFFICER GRIIY: I hare already taken an oath. 
COCIIRA:s': To say the truth, Imt you aid not. I -was working 

on the other siele of the stroet. I coulon't have heen on that 
side when I had only the other side to work on. Could I bring 
Mra. Wadams fi8 a ,yitness, plcase' (After brief pause) I 
should hke to put in my defense. 

DE MEZA: J 1l<lge N ewcorn, I can postpone this case. I can 
put it over until Thursflay. 

COCHRAN: Don't I have the right to put in my defense' 
DE MEZA: If you were not working on one sido of the street, 

you lI'ere working on the other. W,lI you answer the question, 
madam: Were you distributing literatureT 

COCHRAN: That will corne out in my defense. 
DE MEZA: All right, your defense ,rill be ten dollars or ten 

days. 
COCHRAN: Then I uOll't ha \'e eyen a chance to make any 

defense! 
DE MCZA: (Brazen) Ton dollars or ten days. Officer, take 

charge. 

"Forget All About Jehovah" 
The tenth defendant, Eleanor PougoTski, is 

of foreign extraction, but loves Jehovah God 
and understands that in this land of freedom, 
light and liberty she may show her appreciation 
of what God has done for her, by going from 
door to door bearing a printed card which has 
upon it an excellent testimony regarding the 
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necessity of God's kingdom and the importance 
of the literature explaining that Ki!lgdom. 

\Vhen ~he was placed OIl trial, f<he did not 
readily comprehend tIle qnrstions by which 
.Tudge Kewcol'll and .Judge De l\leza sought her 
imprisonment. ~ en~rthdess, she gave a splen­
did witness for .J ehovah God in the dialogue that 
emmed as her tormentor on the bench revealed 
to her and to all what it is to be an enemy of 
America's best interests. 

DE ~.IEZ.\: 'iYell, if the judge gin's you unother chancr, will 
you go bark anrl stay out of Plainfielrl anrl not give out any 
moro pa]l('rs1 

PODGOl\SKI: I obey God's law. It is higher than man's law. 
DE ",ILz.\: Dill you have a permit frol11 the police to tuke 

thoso papers around? 
PODGOHSKI: Jesus Christ and Ilis disciples asked nm'er for 

permit to preach gospel from house to house, 
DE MElA: If the judge gives you llllothcr chanco will you 

promise-
PODGORSKI: I obey .Tchovah God, 
DE MEZA: (lnsoknt) Let Jehovah go for a few minutes I 

Forget all nLout Him, If Judge De 2.1cza gIves you another 
chance ano lets you go home, \\ ill you promise me not to come 
back-

PODGORSKI: I \lill obey Jehovah's Jaw. I come back if He 
commanlls, "Go, ami-

DE 1II<:ZA: Let me finish I You m0an to say, if ~'our J ehm'ah 
commands :rou to go alwar1 amI rli~tnbut() this literature you 
will do it in spite of all Jaws of Plumfield ~ 

PODGORSICI: I must obey His cOIllllland; bring His message 
to the people. 

DE 1\lEzA: All right, then the court cannot do anything e1so 
but imposo a fine, I have gi'l'en you and your sisters mocry 
chanrc allll woul(l let you all go, but you still insist that .Te­
hovah is above you, above everyone ami abo\ e the laws of the 
city. Ten dollars or ten dnys, 

"I Cannot Be Faithful Unless 1 Obey" 
The eleventh case to go to trial was that of 

Mrs. J. f:)tokes. f:)he was accused of violating the 
city ordinance. The following dialogue ell sued 
prior to her sentence of imprisonment for ten 
days. 

DE 2.IEzA: Now, our city onlinance says thnt you, and I, 
and C\cl'ybody else must first ohtain a pernnt from the Clty 
before \YC can distribute any literatmc, That Inw is made to 
protect ;rour and my family from imjlostols who go around and 
roh our homes, I think tbat's a good law, 

STOKES: It cannot apply to our work of pre:\['hing the gos­
pel. I am encleayollng to do good to the people and I lu,,'o 
not broken any law of the land, 

NF,wcof:x: If the comt gIves you another chance', will you 
promise not to tlist nbute any more btezatnre in l'l:tiniiC'lli 
,vithout first obtallling a portuit from the cIty authoritIrs? 

S: ]';0 worldly authority can properly probdllt the [lleacll­
ing of tlw gospel; thordore no cIty coul,l grant a permit tor 
prcnching the gospe'l. I have con:lecrated myself to do the 
will of Go,l and to follow in the foutsteps of Jesus \\ 110 came 
to cnrlh to bcnr \nlnp,g to the truth. I am thus doing and am 
ono of .J eho\ ah 's \ntnl'sses, 

1\1. pIagistrate De J\1eza 1: 'lYe know that. That has nothing 
to do with the lssue befOl e the court. 

S,: Being specifieally commanded by the 'Yard of God to 
go and deliver to the pcol'le the message that ilis kingJom 

is here, I have no alternatiyc. I cannot be faithful to G,',1 
unleRS I OJNY. 
~L [1\Iagi;tratc-allll so hel1ccfurth incllcntetll: (In under­

tone, scofflng) ('annot be faithful unless you obe;r! 

Mrs. StoIa's sC'lTrd her sentence of ten days 
in prison, and now note this cOl1lbination of cir­
CUlllstances .• Tust as 'n~ are ITyiewing her testi­
mony this morning, in COl1H':'; a lC'tter from her 
sl1o\\'ing that if yon arc a Catholic you can di~­
tribute all the litC'l'ature you plE:'asf' in Plainfield. 
All the police need to kno\\' is that yon take 
your orders, not from J 0110yah God or IIis 
,Vord, but from the little "king" that rules at 
Vatican City, and it goes lOOt:; with the depart­
ment. Her lrttpr follows: 

A httle incidpnt otcurred while I \Y:\~ 1 ill in:: in a polic0 ('~r 

en route to he:Hlqu:lI ter~ .Tull<' 4 at Pbllltlpld, X, .L, I;-hwll l 
am going to tpll you aJj(lut, Tlle [,,,li,'c car winch pif'kerl n'cl 

up contamed one polteem:tll in lI111tOllJl Hnd tm) plall1 "I,,'! C~ 
men, After piekinc: me up they t;irdcrl lHOllllrl hylllg to find 
Jehoyah's IntnpO'S(S, 'fhp), pullecl up to the curb quite a few 
times, but then (I roye on, 

'i\'hen they saw t\IO brlil's mth circubus or pnntcd matter 
oypr theH arm, they pulled up to the cu' h, mutiunpd to the 
In,lies to come to the ear nnd asked thpm iT the:\' \ypre rllstni)­
utin;.; printed n,a ttcr, They answered. "Y cS, " Then tli,':: 
nsketl them if tlIPY were eonneeted with the Wateh Tmyc'r \York, 
and they nns\wled, "]\;0," Thp.\' then as:,!',1 the I:ulit's \\!IlJ 

tlH'Y \H're, and they repliell. "\Ye un' ('atilOlir~"; wilen tile 
pohre said, "That is nil right, You C:ln go on," 

This informatlun may be of no \:dllC, but again it Ill"Y, 
and I am suhmitting it that yuu may usc it if you \ .. i,lJ. 

De lrJeza Sentences a Witness 
Can you imagine a "judge" so far gone m,.n­

tally and in :mch a hurry to railroad sOlllebody 
to prison that he forgets himself and giyes a 
sentence of ten days illlpri:-:olll1lellt to a Twrsoll 
who at the time \\·as merely a witllrss in another 
case. De l\leil:l did this ill the case of the hus­
hand of the second defendallt, }lrs. Canniehael. 
lIe corrected tll(' blunder aft er he had made it. 
One \yould think that he \yould. 

As a matter or fact, however, he nwr,,,ly P()~t­
poned tIle hluJl(ler nntil sneh time as he silould 
l1aye an opportnnity to \Y1'C'ak llis Yl'llp;l'allee 
npon the lllen of the party. l'anllielJael, by the 
,yay. \';as arrested while he was talking to a man 
on the pore·h_ Yon didn't kllO\\' it II as au;aillst 
the "\;(\\,,, to talk to a lllall on the pore-h. did you"! 
If you try it ill Plainfield, you nre liahle to tell 
days, and if they Imvcn't got allY la\\' agaill:c:t 
talkillg to people 011 the porch, why, tllC'y \"ill 
make one. 

Aft~r hreaking up tell Christian hOllW:'; I,!, 
selltencillf~ tell spll'J1<lid \Y()JllPII to prisoll for ten 
days to ass()('iate \yith the lowest elements of 
sOl:iety, De :,le;:~ carried OYC1' tIle eases of six-
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teell others to tlle next day. 'We give the man 
credit for releasing these women for one day on 
their own recognizance, but their names and ad­
dresses were already on file at police head­
quarters, and had been for two days, and De 
l\leza could not help but see that never before 
in his experience had such a fine type of women 
heen before him. In response to his question­
ing, they said to him, and it should have touched 
hi~; heart, if he has one: 

I':e have no altj'rnative. \Ve have made a covenant with 
J"]IO\'ah God to do His will. ,'Ie prefer to obey God rather 
than man. 

'1'0 this De Meza replied: 
You hm'e m:l<le a covenant with God and you will go accord· 

in,~ to HIS will1 All right, you may go according to His will, 
hut \ve will ha VI' the decidmg vote whether you w!Il pass this 
!J:erature in the future. 

Witnesses Not Present in Court 

1.' pOll assuming office as a magistrate, Judge 
Dc .:\Ieza entered by oath into a solemn covenant 
,,-ith tlle citizens of this country that "no war­
rants shall issue but upon probable cause" and 
that "in all criminal prosecutions the accused 
f=hall be confronted with the witnesses against 
him", yet in the case of ,Madeline Wagner we 
have the following dialogue between him and 
Officer King. If Officer King is a true officer of 
the law, \"hy did he not have this unnamed lady 
present in court f 

And if Judge De lIeza were a just judge, 
which he is not, how does it come that he would 
assume responsibility for what he knows per­
fectly well was an illegal arrest 1 To show his 
hYIJOcrisy and the clear vision this woman had 
of her rights, we present a portion of the col­
loquy between them. 

DE MEZA: Did you see this lady passing any literature or 
hanllhills on the fourth day of June' 

On-leER KIXG: No, but we received a report from a lady 
that she was distributing circulars on Monroe Avenue. I had 
a description of her and saw her as she was walking on the 
street with another lady. She was carrying one of those grips. 
I asked her what she was doing. She said she was preaching 
the gospel. I asked what her name was. She said she was one 
of Jehovah's witnesses and woulLl not give her name. I asked 
her if she had a permit to distribute literature. She said slte 
didn't need one. Then I brought her in. 

M.: Did you have a permit from the city of Plainfield to 
di8tribute or pass any tracts or pamphlets' 

WAGXER: I had no permit frum the police, hut I have a 
permit from Jehovah God. 

M.: (Scoffing) A permit from Jehovah God! Where is 
your permit from Jehovah' 

W.: It is noted in His \'Vord. I am comm:mded in the 
Scriptures-

M.: (Interrupts, ridiculing) Oh, you're commanded in the 
Scriptures I Then you had no permit from the city' 

W.: No, I do not need such a permit. 
U.: (Nasty) So you do nut need such a permitl Is that 

s01 
W.: The Constitution of the United States and the Con· 

stitution of New Jersey guarantee me this freedom. 
M.: That's according to your idea. Our ideas don't coincide. 
\V.: 'rllOse fundamental laws are your own laws. 
M.: (Rude) Oh, step down! 

Cruelty to the Deaf 
K ellie Zahoric, the next Christian woman giv­

en ten days in prison, was very deaf, and she 
being unable to hear the charge against her, 
Magistrate De Meza asked George W. Rossier, 
Jr., to assist her to understant! what it was all 
about, but \yhen Rossier undertook to help the 
innocent woman to cross-examine her tormentor 
he ordered Rossier to take his seat right away, 
or he would have him locked up. 

Mrs. Zahoric was walking do\vn the street 
when she was arrested. You did not know that 
it \\'as against the law to walk down the street, 
did you 1 This poor woman who was guilty of 
the offense of walking on a public street in 
Plainfield was so deaf that when, after she had 
bravely said to the judge, "Regardless of what 
man mayor lllay not do, I must obey Jehovah 
God," and the judge had immediately responded 
with his customary and savage, "Ten dollars or 
ten days," she had to ask what it was that he 
said, and \vas led away to prison, in "the land 
of the free and the home of the brave". 

The Crime of Being on a Porch 

Harriet \Vatson of Belleville was arrested on 
North Front Street, Plainfield. Officer Bray, 
who arrested her, testified that she had walked 
past him and after that he had waited for her 
to come down from the porch of a house. You 
did not know before what an illegal thing it is 
to pass a policeman on the street, did you ~ It 
must be a dreadful thing, in the eyes of some­
body, else why would the police force have such 
sharp eyes for these terrible malefactors that 
are not Catholics. 

And nm\', if any white man or black man or 
red man or brown man or yellow man ever 
heart! of ,,"or8e outrage in the form of a trial 
than was perpetrated in the following, will he 
please write in and give us the facts 1 Miss 
'Watson showed herself a very good lawyer. De 
Meza showed himself no lawyer, no judge, and 
no man. 

WATSON: I move the court to dismiss this complaint be· 
cause it does not state facts that constitute a violation of the 
law. All the evidence fails to ahow Rny guilt-
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DE MEZA: I think we have sufficient evidence. Were you 
distributing circulars in Plainfield' 

IV.: Haye I not the pIiYilcge of asking the court to dismiss 
this case' 

M.: (Excited) The complaint will not be disllJissed. Were 
you distributm~ cil'eubls in PluinficlLl 1 

IV.: (Vclrbel'ate) That will be answered in due tiIlll'. 
111.: (Anger~ll) WIll you answer my question no\\'7 Were 

you dlstributlI!;; eircub.rs9 
W.: Must I incriminate myselfl I ask the court to permit 

me to I'u t in Illy ,1e£pnsl'. 
11.: (Enraged) ,rele you distributing circulars' 
IV.: I ask the court-
M.: (]o'urious) Step down! I will not tolerate any insolence 

from you! This court is tr;ring to be courteous to you, but 
you don't know your place. Ten days or ten dollars! Now 
you will Ita ye a chance to think oyer what" courtesy" means. 
Officer, take charge. 

"Justice" by Telephone 
It f'C'ems that the farther he ,,'ent with this 

"trial" the more unjust De Meza became. In the 
case of Margaret Rossier he allowed Officer Er­
her to :;ay that a complaint had come in over the 
telephone and that he had gone out and ap­
prehended two women, of whom Mrs. Rossier 
was one. He accosted her as she came out of a 
hou~e. 

You didn't lmo,v that somebody could have 
you arrested just by calling up on the telephone, 
did yon 1 And it i~ so convenient if you live in 
Plainfield. You don't haye to come in and face 
the innocent per~on ",110m you wish to haye 
sleep on a hard board amid the lice and becl­
hng~. All yon haye to do is to reach for the tele­
phone, and without any further inconvenience 
on your part ... 

rl'he dialogue hetween the inquisitor-like De 
DIeza and 1I1rs. Rossier deserves pUblication: 

DIl Mr.z.\: 'Yen' you passing out this literature or these 
Bdlle tracts on ~unday 1 

Ros"rr.TI: )'Illst a defendant testify against herselff 
M.: (Sua,'p) LIsten, )'Iargaret, you are a Christian wOlllan, 

~'ou hclic\P in li,-ing" lip to tlte Bible, don't you7 Now, when 
~'ou 'ro under oath, you're supposed to tell the truth. 'Vhy 
can't you answer the question the judge is asking you' We're 
not gojni~ to take any admntage of you; far from it. 

R.: If we were just booksellers or distributors of commer­
cial products and a(iYertisements, we would be the first ones 
to come to you and ask for a permit. But as I am preaching 
the gospel an<l aIll not engaged in any commercial enterprise, 
it is not necessary for me to ask for a permit. 

M.: It is necessary to protect the citizens from unscrupu­
lous people coming into the city and robbing homes. 

R.: That is just the reason we presented the list with our 
names and fillllresses to headquarters, informing the police 
that we wele here and that we came to do a Christian and 
heneyolcnt work. We don't work in the dark; we work in 
the open, and we--

M.: (Exrited) Just a moment. The city ordinance does 
not allow anyone to discriminate. It applies to everybody. 

R.: Woul(ln't that be an extreme contradiction of the con· 
stitution which guarantees e\'erybody the freedom to serve God 
in any manner he chooses T 

11.: (lIeated) You can serve God in any way you wish, 
but what you ,yere doin;; ,yas passing tracts. 

It: In order that I lllay get this matter clearly before tlte 
court, I have 'Hittcn out my statement and ask permission 
now to read it in my own defense-

l\L: Not nccc~saIy, not necessary at alII Ten dollars or 
ten days. 

R.: if you desire to punish me for doing good to the people­
M.: 'Ye do not pUlllsh anybody for t1oin~ good. The judge 

does not want to punish you, but you violated the law. Now, 
if you will prOI11I~e me that yuu will stay away from Plain· 
field and will not pass any more r~hglOus tracts ,yithout first 
obtaining a permit, I ,,,ill gi"e you another chance. WIll you 
promise me 1 

R.: I have pledged my life to the service of JehoYah God, 
and I cannot nmke a plOtttise not to-

1\L: \'11'11, I hllve pledged. my life to render decisions accord­
ing to law, aUlI must finLl you guilty. Ten dollars or ten days. 

Insulting Jehovah God 
Notice in the next case, that of K orine Ber­

tram, how Judge De Meza tried to ,yheedle this 
Christian Iyoman into testifying against herself 
and then Iyhen she desircd to put in her defcnse 
he insulted not only her and all of his hearers 
and the whole people of the United States, but 
even Jehovah God himself. 

DE l\fEZ.\: Were you distributing tracts in the city of Plain· 
fieltl on June fourth f 

B,;RTRAM: Must I testify against myselH Is that eus-
tomary-

11.: It 's cus~omary when you're under oath to answer tlte 
judge'S questions. (Suave) You're a Christian woman. Now, 
anSTI"er my qucst ion: Were you dlstributing literature! 

B.: I was wher!'Yer the people wanted it. 
nI.: Di,l you have n permitl 
B.: I '''as fully authOrIzed. 
1\1.: Bv the citv authoritiesJ 
E.: n.~· the aut'honty of Gotl's Word. 
1\1.: If the jU/1ge gave you another chance, if I released you 

today, would you promise to desist from this \vork and not 
tlistribute any more in this city until you obtained a permit1 

13.: !\lay I m,k a questIon before I answer thatT I'm not 
fully acquainted with the law concerning a Ipgal trial, but 
is thero not time pI ovi,l~d that the defendants can plead their 
case r 

M. : Yes, but-
B.: I would like to ask the court to hear a short statement 

that I have written out in my own defense-
11.: Just a moment. See if I am right; I may be wrong. 

Your statement is that you haye an absolute right to do this 
work herf', and that the law of Jehovah is higher than tho 
law of the state. Am I righH I believe that, and I believe 
that anyone who will keep God's law will also keep the law 
of the state and tile laws-

£.: (Interrupt.s, emphatic) Certainly; as long as the laws 
of men do not conflict with the law of God! 

1\L: The onlinance of the city is a good law and made for 
the protection of the people from impostors. The police de· 
partment isn't ag'linst you because you're Christians. Get that 
out of your minl1! It isn't because of your belief that you 
were anf'sted. Get that out of your head! If the president 
ef the L'niteLl States came here anr! took those books and 
pamphlets from house to house and did not have a permit from 
the police department, the police of Plaintleld wonld go and 
bring him in just as they did you. It is to protect your home 
and my home and cycryhody's. Now, step down. 

Now, listen to Judge Dc Meza. If the judge is fair and gh·es 
you another chance today, and gives eyeryone of you a chance, 
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and lets you go back, will you on your honor promise Judge 
De ::'>Ieza that you will desistf 

B.: Well, if Jehovah God commands that we shall go in 
all the world and preach the gospel of Ilis kingdom for a 
witness to all nations before the end shall come, and we ex· 
clUlle Plainfield, New Jersey-

11.: (Interrupts) "Yell, it's a very unpleasant thing for 
tho judge to do what he is doing; it's a very unpleasant task. 
I'm certainly going to the limit with you people to help you. 
I think your intentions arc all right, and that you are good 
Christian people. I wish there were more like you. But the 
judge 1I0es not make the laws, nor tho police department. Our 
lIuty is to enforce them, anll we have to perform our duty. It 
'I"Imld be easy for you to get a permit and you would avoid 
rJ! this trouble and inconvenience. Now will you promise me--

n.: I cannot. I regan} it as an insult to J ehorah God to 
lIemand that we should ask any man for a permit to do the 
work that the Almighty has commanded to be done. I prefer 
to obey Gall rather than man. 

Judge or Prosecutor, Which? 
And now we invite the attention of lawyers 

and judges everywhere to something unique in 
the history of jurisprudence. Here in what fol-
10\\'s we have what in some respects- we believe 
is one of the most remarkable trials that ever 
took place in this world. Judge De Meza is ad­
dressing Lieutenant Saffron of the Plainfield 
police, in the trial of Anna Behlau: 

DE MEZA: Lieutenant Saffron, did you see this woman Sun-
day lIistributing literature J 

OFncER SU'rROK: I saw her on the porch of a house at­
DE 1IEZA: (Interrupts) Dill she have a permitf 
S.: She had no permit. 
BEIlLAU: Just a moment. I would like to ask tlle officer a 

question. Just where did you approach me' 
S.: On West 4th St. You were on a porch. 
B.: You saw me on a porch on West 4th St.' 
S.: (uncertain) Yes. 
B. : You did not. 
S.: I may have this woman mixed up with another woman. 
M.: Th('n you aren't positive that this is the woman who 

wn s pas~ing circulars f 
S.: (Hesitant) I am-not. There were two of them picked 

up there. 
~.I.: Swear the defendant. 
B.: .Tust a moment. I would like to ask the officer a question. 

"'>asn't I sitting in a car when you saw mef 
S.: She-was sitting in a-Hudson car. 
B.: (Emphatic) Then you did not see me passing literature. 
M.: Do you know whether she was passing any literature' 
S.: She stated to me that she was. 
B.: That '8 not true! 
!II. : The city will make her bear witness. Mrs. Behlnu, 

the ~ity will make you its witness. Take the stand. 
B.: I should like to present my statement. 
::'>1.: Swear her in! Do you swenr to tell the truth, the 

whole truth and nothing but the truth' 
B.: I lIo. 
~L: For what purpose did you come to the city of Plain-

:field June fourth' 
B.: To preach the gospel of God's kingllom. 
;\1.: Did you distribute any literature' 
n.: The court has no right to ask such a question. I refuse 

to answer. 
M. : You refuse to answer , Judge De Meza is asking you 

n question. Answer! 
B.: May I ask if you are the judge or the prosecutor' 
M.: (Infuriated) Step down! Step down! You're very 

insolent. Your insolence doesn't deserve any consideration. 
Ten lIo11ars or ten days in the county jail. See how you like 
that! 

B.: I wish to put in my defense. 
M. : Take charge, officer, take charge.-You're a very in-

soleut person. 
B.: Am I not entitled to a legal trial and to a defense' 
M.: Take charge, officer. Such insolenee! 
B.: I appeal fro;n the decision of this court to a higher 

court anll ask that appeal papers be made out for me. 
M.: Get a lawyer! 
B.: I'm not able to hire a lawyer, but I am entitled to the 

protection of the law. 
M.: Tell that to the higher court! 

Condoning Per jury, as Did Pilate 
In the case of Minnie Stevmrt Judge De Meza 

not only ignored the perjury of Officer Conlin 
and violated the provision that "no person shall 
be compelled in any criminal case to be a wit­
ness against himself", but ,,,,hen a lover of jus­
tice protested against his atrocious rulings he 
had him locked up, too, and subsequently gave 
him several months in prison. In the abstract 
of the trial ,vhich follows Conlin is the name of 
the perjurer, Stewart the name of the woman 
being tried, and Rossier is the name of the 
protester against injustice. 

DE 1IEZA: Do you know, of your own knowledge, that this 
defendant was going Sunllay from house to house passing 
circulars without a permit' 

OFFICER CONLIN: I do. 
M.: Where did you see herf 
C.: On West 6th Street. She had come out of a house. 
M.: Distributing' 
C.: Yes. 
STEWART: The officer is not telling the truth. 
M.: All right, question him. 
S.: Officer, you have sworn on the Bible to tell the trnth. 

If you saw me coming out of a house, as you testified, will 
you please tell the number of that house' 

C. : The number of the house' The number of the house 
where I saw you' 

S.: Yes, that you &'lW me leaving. 
C.: Well-er-I saw you at several houses. 
S.: Well, tell me the nUIllber. 
C.: I do not know the number. 
S.: Isn't it trne that you have no evidence' When you 

saw me I was simply walking along on the si<leIValk. 
M.: Will you take the stand, madam' We are in a court 

of justice and I don't want any argument. Swear the defend­
ant. Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth ana noth­
ing but the trnth' 

S.: I do. 
M.: Were you handing out circulars on Sumlayl 
S.: I was preaching the gospel. 
M.: Anll in doing thig you were hanlling out Bible tracts. 

ls that right 1 Is that right' 
S. : lIas the officer got proof of that f There is no evi­

dence. 
M. : (Rough) Answer my question. Don't be insolent! 

Please be aware that I'm taking the trouble to be courteous to 
you; anll I expect the same courtesy from you. Were you going 
from house to house ringing doorbells, preaching the gospel 
of God's kingdom in printed form' (After brief pause) 
(Vicious) I am asking you and want an answer! 

S. : I was informing the people of God's kingdom-
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M.: (Interrupts) Awl in (loing- this you were passing out 
litcraturd (~ra<l) Ansllcr! D I ,I you--

I~OSSIEf:: (In(~'nupts, I"alkill~ up to hem·h) Say, I"i11 you 
luck me up! I ,111't um't "t:!nd :'11.,' llIore of tillS. (FI:lllllng) 
Tho huly <lues not han) to :!ll""'er t1w.t qUP:l(ion, and you 
know it! 

1\1.: Take him awa~-! Lock ),';ll up! - Order in the coun! 
-- I,{u\Y, ~IIs. Rtp\,art, r:'ll~,·.Yt-'r 1.l.,\' qUl,::--tion: Dul you p::;~~s out 
Cllt'ulars or o;ilf'r llti.'ratnl'P] 

ti.: I tllU a true and £iIH'crc follo\'-cr of Cll1'l:~t nn(l Ita,'c 
ciJJlsecwtcd m,l' hl'e to (lu (he ,nil 0" God ami to llleaclt the 
gO"l'C'lof-

~,I.: IIow (li,1 you pI': :leh it 1 
S.: By \\'01'<1 of llluuth, going frolll-
::-.r.: (lntpl'lup(s) "\.nd hy handmg out literature? 
1'.: \':as I h::n<1ing nut htpraturel 
~r.: (~\.llgry) You ·10 tlying to evade Illy questions. 
S.: Is it hWJ'lll to C();llp,~1 Ill!' to IIlC'r]lainatc Illy;o;cli 1 
::-'1.: ]lun't al.C;l1L' With the j\lll;;.~! lJ;d yuu lta\'c Bible tracts 

in your pOSSCS~lOlll 
~~.: Y'l'-;. 

I.I.: 1\1;,1 ",hat "'ere you gving to (lu \1 ith thPIll? 
S.: (':llm an,l delibclatc) 1 lIas plcaching tho go"pel of 

Cl,d'~ k!ng(1()Hl. 
':'1.: (FUliOllH) SiPI' (101,n! I find you guilty, Ten dollars 

or tf'U tlaY,,! 
S.: 1, til i.l a f:t i r tria 1 ~ _ \ re we not Plltitll'd to a legal trial? 
~l.: (1;:11111::;) Ii ~ ,,'u I~dd In:> !'Iore to It, I \\ ill adtl ten 

c1::ys lllOl'C t(l it! - C!Jurt lS ftlljoUl'llCLl. 

lhw Is This for a Tric!? 
II;cYlllg' railroade(l 2:) fe'fined Cln'i;:;tiall 'VOlll­

I'll to prisoll for tt'l1 day:.; /)('('11.11;-,e the.v loved 
(lod and Wl'l'e ol)(':Tin~ Ilis commandu1l'nt:::, 
Jndg'C' De ~l('za proc;'(~d('d to do tlle same thing 
\\'it11 :29 lllPll. TIlE' first 011C tried was Ed Dunn. 
,f e rriYe the colloquy ,,,]li("11 pa:o:sed hetween this 
grntl('man, Jll(lg'f: De ~leza nlld ,TwIgc Nev:corn, 
\\' e commend thi" "trial" to the cOlli'ideratioll 
of the legal fratel'Ility in ('neh of the 140 states 
anc1 conntries "'heTe The Goldell Age circulates. 

ill'XX: Before i1t'in::: Slyorn in I wigh to state that I haYe 
no Cjuarrel with the or,Jillanl'c: it'8 the app!icatwn of the 
(JrdJll~'ncc'; awl bd'oro 1 call testify in all hUllesty in lily be­
iI:llf, I klle to l'llll;,:htCIl lUy,wlf-

I),; Mr:·(.\: The only qllc~tioJl IY(' want to enli;:;hten you on 
is thb: Our ('it.l' or.1111lmcc plOhibits tho distribution of litera' 
turl' IlitlJ()ut a lwrnllt. XOII', the only question this COllrt has 
to ,leal II ilh 18 tbe fact I';hc(her you ,lid or (lid not violate tllis 
,,,dlila n(:e. If you ,1lJ YUll nrc guilty. If you diJ not you'ro 
not guilty. 

Xr:'.\,cu;;x: Let him be ,,\I·Oln. 

D.: 1 pre [cr not to be SII Orl) in bdorc--
~r.: (Intcrrlll'ts, IIllP[,,:;ioned) The court [uljmlgcs you 

gullty of illl'~ally djstrihutUH; ancl {'il('ulal izing literature, Lut 
1 'c1 hkc to a,k YUll SOIllC'llllll;':: If this eourt gil'cs you another 
ch::nce and lets you f:.O seot'!'It'C, will you I)l'OIllISC JU'lge Do 
}.Icza not to ('{ITlH; Laek to tIle ('it)' of PhuniiclLl anL1 distJibuto 
~:grtil1 \YltllOut tilst obtni!lin~ a per!llit~ 

1).: .. '\0, 8il'. 

),1.: Ten (1011al s or hwnty ,Jays! (~\.nd then, correcting 
him~elf) Ten tlOIlZlIS or tcn (In}s. 

Bible Messages fol' Less than a Cent Each 
In the ca:o:e of Loui~ 8('11a:1h,.T r., it was brought 

out that at a certain home he had left tiro book-

lets, one in English and one in Italian, m' d 
acc('pted a cOlltribution of ten cents towanl thu 
'H)rk, ,yllicll ('olltrihution under any Cil'Clllll­
staJlc(,~ ('ollld 11<lYe beell hnt a minute fractioll 
of thC' cxprnse to \\'hich he ,,,as suhjected for 
that day awl would hav(' jJeen suhjected to eH'll 
\\'i~hollt tlw tc'n days' interruption to his '''01'1:, 
,,,Illeh .]mlge De lIleza's cruelty imposed npon 
llilll, 

Then- an' four good a(ldress('s on Dihle 
thellle::; in tIl(- Crisis booklet, and sev('n ill Uw 
ItaJian hooklet, less than a cent Hpieee for eleVl'll 
of the gran<1l';-:t l('ctures ('yer gin~ll, lUoreo,'('l', 
fldmrrh 'Hll1ld Iwye heen pleased to giye a Biblu 
treati:;(' io anyone who clesirell one, reg-a rdle~ s 
of ,,'bethel' :.;ueh contributed to the cause) or not. 
At lellgth he came before the judge, when the 
following dialogue took place: 

DE Mr:z.\: \\'ha t I"ere you <.loiu;;, in Plainfield la.-;~ SunJay I 
R(,~L\.\n: Pll'~lrll1ng the go~pl'1. 

)I.: Ant! hml" IH're you pIPaehing it) 
H.: By going froll\ house to house and tclline; tile pcoplu 

the gout1 nCI," that God's bng,IOlli, which is t he only hol'o 
fer setl'L'llll:.!, htUll:tnity. has COllll'. 

:II.: .\1111 III (1(1ll1;:; this 1\ ere you distribulmg lIterature in 
violation of tile cIty onjlllrtncc'! 

8.: In Yluhttion of your OHlinancc1 1\0. 
:II.: (An;:;,:·) DId you or (lid y()U not han,l out literalmc'1 
N.: I au nut c:u e to Ull'-)lYcr that qUCSLIOll, lJl.:'causc It nl~:y 

tend (0 inC1111llll:tt~ 11IP. 

III.: (~"J1;(p y) Stl'P !luwn, step dOll'n! 
NE\', con:\": 1 n10\ l' [t'llteUl'c. 

l\I.: Did you halo a I'UllllIt to <1istnlJUtc litcl[tturd 
S.: I dC1n't carc (0 anslI'er that, bceuuse your olllinancc 

'}):,s not apply to uur \1 or k. 
~,1.: Does WIt apply (0 your l\"Llri.? 

H.: ::\0, It <loes not ('Ol'('r the lIo,k of l'leaelling the gosprl. 
1\I.: (Sare(lstic) It does not~ Is (lInt 801 Ten dollars or 

tcn (]a;-s, 

One for the Bar As.'wciaiion 
In u e~l:o:e "'herc a pri~oJler elects to conduct 

his own c1efl'J1sC the magistrate Oll the Lenell is 
sUVI)Osed, ueeonlillg' to the ethics of the legal 
profession, and in the interest of the n~lkccl 
CHu;.;e of ju:sticc it:oelf, to take specinl cure or 
the intel'(':sts of tlJo."'e \':110 are ucrllseJ of crime, 
and e:>peeially would this be the dnty of a magis­
trate if the defcndant lwppl'lls to be of foreign 
extradion. 

\\'e now illyit(' tIle lC'~al fraternity of the 
'H)J'ld to pOllder the complete record of the case 
of Alltholly l\.,riatl':(J\\'ski as it ,,,as tried before 
.Tnc1ge De J\leza, \\'ho, when hp is called to an­
S\\'l'r for this infamy at the bar of Almighty 
God, will haY(; llO a11S\\,e1' to make and no placo 
in wIlich to hicl0 hi~ hea(I. 

Dr: l\I,·:z \: Arp there two complaints ag[dnst him1 Th18 13 
the <;;:dll(', i~.a '( Itt..'? 
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OHICER BRAY: Both were aTl'estca at the same time. 
.M.: H-m. Got the names mixc'] up. Anthony, do you 

sw~ar- Ko, S\I'ear the officer first. Officer, do you swear to 
tell tho truth, so help you God' 

B.: I (!o. 
~,I.: Did you sec this man on Suuday Jistlibute circulars' 
B.: Y e~, your honor. 
1\L: Di<1 he ha \-e a permit f 
D.: 1\0. 
1\1.: Step d(nm; that's al!. 

Swear the ,lefpn<1ant. 
CLI:r:K: Put ,-our hand on the DiLle. 
M.: Do you 'swear the evidence you gh-c wherein the treas· 

urer-
K\\,UTKOWSKI: I do not understand-
~1.: Ten dollars or ten days! You'll understand t/illt. 

lY icked (?) Man with a Bible 

Did you know that it is against the law of 
Plaillfield, Xew Jersey, to have a Bible in your 
possession Oll Sunday 7 Take, for instance, the 
following record of the "trial" of John Weber. 

DE ~IEz.\: Di<l you distribute any circulars in Plainfield on 
Sundayf 

\\'Ellen: I did not. 
~I.: What lI'l'l'e you in Plainfield fol" 
\';.: I came h('re for one purpose, to preach the good news 

that Jehovah's kmguom is come. 
1\1.: And dill you go from honse to house' 
\Y.: Y cs, to inform the people abuut God's kingdom, which 

iR t Ite only hope for suffering mankind. 
;II.: Ditl you hand them any cirl'ulars' 
W.: I ha,l no cir('ulars in my poss~ssion. 
~I.: Did you hn' e any literature' 
\\'. : I don't want to be rude, but this has no benring on 

the> ('nsC'. 
1.1.: You are rude in not answering my question. This court 

is not here to take n<l\'antage of you, but we have laws, and 
thl'~e la'.1'8 we must enfon·e. 

\\'.: \\'e arc obeying' the laws. 
H.: In your way of thinking. I'm asking you an honest 

question: Did you hand ant any literature in the homes Sun­
day! 

\Y.: I will answer thnt, but I want to usk the court first: 
Docs that literature- also lll('nn Blblcs1 

:11.: (l~()ugh) Yes, it. means also Bibles. 
W.: Then it is not right to distrihute Bibles in PlulnfieltH 
:II.: (Enraged) Step dOI\ n, step down I 

Did you ha,-e a 1lt'l'l11it to uistribnte tmcts' 
W.: Am I stIll 'luestionc<lf 
:\1.: You know n~ry well that I am talking to you I 
\\'.: I'm no longer on the witness stand. 
~I. : (Furious) You're an Il1solcnt persun! You're just try­

in;:; to play tag \\ ilh the ('ourt; but you Ilill find that you 
cannot. Ten dollal's or ten days! 

Bible in De Meza's Own Court Room 
~\'llllost every person is aware that the BillIe 

UPOIl which witnesses are sworn is a part of the 
equipment of the court; and it was and is a part 
of the equipment of ~[agistrate De Mf'za's court, 
and De :Meza claims to have some respect for 
it, as is indicated in the trial of Peter Anthes. 

DE lIEZA: Now, Peter, listen to me. (Sternly, dra\\n out) 
Did you have a permit from the city of Plainfield to distrib­
ute your tracts1 

ANTHES: I did not think I necilcu one. Our Lord Jesns aid 
not ask for a pClluit to IJlcach the heavenly Father's message-

11. : The law of the city of Plainfield and every other 
municipality in this state and in every other state requires 
that you ohtain a permIt before you can circulate any litera· 
tun', "hether It be religious books or a(l\crtising matt!'r of 
business llIen. )\'o\v, I ask you, did you have such a permit or 
not1 

A.: I did not. 
11.: Now, the jndge wants to be fair with you and with 

your other folluwers as well. We aIen't here to be vindic ative. 
'Ye ale here to tcll you that if we allo\\-ed this to exist our town 
woulll be overrun with ilIIpostors--

A.: (Interrupts) We arc not el'il-doers, but are--
M.: Don't interrupt me. We don't say that you are im­

postors. You have a right to preach. That's a migllty good 
trait. We're gbtl to see sOllie people believe the Bible and 
goo to their churches. \,"e wish more people woult! go to church. 
:More power to you an<1-

A.: (Interrupts) '''hy, then, do the authorities interfere-
1\L: Don't interrupt me, please. Remember, you arc hefore 

Jmlge De l\Ieza. We don't wish to interfere with you or your 
leliglOus beltefs. The judge tloesn't make the law, but has 
to compel you and everybody else to live up to that law. NolV 
if Judge De 11em gi ves you another chance will you promise 
me not to come here and do this agam T 

A.: I make no such promise. 
M.: Ten dollars or ten days. 
A.: l\Iay I defend myself 1 
1\1.: Yes, take an appeal to Elizabeth. [Location of prison] 
A.: May I say a I\ord' 
1\1.: No, you have sai<l enough. (Sarcastic) Let some of 

your brothers say something. 
A.: 'l'hat's the way the Pharisees and doctors of the law 

railroaucd our Lurd; jnst the same way. 
M.: They did no sUI'h thing. 

Illegal (?) to Cross-Question 
It will be a matter of great interest to the 

legal fraternity of two hemispheres to know 
that when a perSOll is accused of a crime and is 
conducting his own (kfense it is illegal in J uc\ge 
De Meza's court for him to cross-question the 
witness who s\\"ears away his liberty. rr'his was 
brought out in the trial of Ben Cohen, as fol­
lows: 

DB ~[BZA: How do yOU plC[ul to violating the third section 
of this orLiinancef Gu'ilty or not guilty' 

Com:N: Not gUIlty. 
11.: How do you spell your name' 
C.: Coo-hoe-no 
M.: Officer, do you swear to tell the truth, so help you Go<11 
OFFICER Gf(A Y: I do. 
~L: Did yuu see the defendant di~tribute circularsf 
G.: lIe was coming out of a house on 3th Street with cir­

cula 1'8 in his hawl. 
~I.: Swear the de fendunt. 
C.: Offi('cr, when you called me to your car, whut question 

did yuu ask me' 
~1. : "'ever mimI, officer, don't listen to him. Swear the 

defl'IHlant. 
C.: Don't I have the legal right to cross-question the wit-

ness' 
11.: (Angry) Don't ask questions. You're out of order. 

I'll ask you one or two questions: Do you swear to tell the 
trul h, the whole truth and nothing but the truth' 

C.: I do. 
M.: (IIarsh) Did you distribute circulars in the city of 

Plainfield 7 Yes or no 7 
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C.: I 11m a true and sincere follower of Jesus Christ, who 
is tl!e f:::on of Jehovah GoJ, and-

M.: (Interrupts) I don't caro who yon are! 
C.: I ha,e consecruted myself to do the will of God and 

to follow-
:U.: Ten dollars or ten days! 

On:! for the Attorney General 
\Ye invite the attention of the attorney gen­

eral of the State of Now Jersey to the follow­
ing faithful account of the trial of Frank Deck­
er. '1'he total evidence upon which he was con­
victed and rushed off to prison for ten days is 
that he was seen on a street in Plainfield. 

l\" ot a particle of evidence was adduced that 
he was doing anything at all. It is not even 
f'tated that he "'as wearing out the pavements 
by walking on them, yet he was robbed of his 
employment, and his wife and children were 
robbed of his companionship and snpport, and 
he was imprisoned at public expense for ten 
(la~'s on the following "evidence": 

rE MEZA: You're charged with distributing Bible tracts 
an.] other documents without permit. How do you plead' 

DECKER: Not guilty. 
M.: Do you swear- No, swear the officer. Officer, do you 

swe:u to tell the truth' 
O~'FICER BRAY: I do. 
M.: Did you see this man distributing tracts arolmd the 

city on Sunoov' 
E.: I saw 'him with two other Jehovah men on Central 

Avenue. 
M.: That's all.- Swear the defendant.- Do you swear to 

tell the truth, so help you God f 
D.: I do. 
M.: ''''ere you distributing literature last Sunday' 
D.: (Silent) 
:hI.: Yes or no' 
D.: (Silent) 
H.: Are you a Christian! 
D.: I am. 
M.: You are a Christian and refuse to answer an honest 

qupst:onf 
D.: I request the eourt for the priyilege of making a full 

statement of what I was doing. 
M.: (Cold) Ten dollars or ten days. You can make that 

statement in a higher court if you want to. 

Jehovah God Dishonored Again 
It occasionally happened that Judge De Me­

za in a single trial dishonored both Jehovah 
God and the constitution of the United States, 
in the trial of a single individual. He did this 
in the case of Robert Derrickson, as the follow­
ing excerpt of the proceedings shows. 

DE MEZA: Did you or did you not distribute Bible tracts 
or religious circulars on Sunday to any Plainfield people in 
their homes' 

D"HRICKSO:-;': Not in violation of the city ordinance, which 
cannot apply to our work. 

M.: Will you please answer my question, young man. I 
have not said a word about city ordinanre. Answer my ques­
tion as I, Judge De Meza, interrogate you. 

D.: I came to Plainfield for the purpose of preaching the 
gospel of God's king'lo:a and not-

M.: Please don't try to eyade my question. You're an in­
telligent man; answer my question I Did you preach the go.pel 
by distributing Bible tracts on Sunday! 

D. (Emphatic) I did. 
M.: Dill you have a permit to do thatf 
D.: I was fully authorized to do the work I was doing. 
M.: By (he city of Plainfield f 
D.: No, by the Creator of the universe, Jehovah God. 
:hI.: (Sneming) ~<\nd Jehovah, the Creator of the universe 

told you you dilln't need a permitf 
D.: Yes, in His Word. I should be glad to give you some 

reasons for that. 
M.: No, I don't care. There is no reason for that. 
D.: Besides, the constitution of the "United States and the 

constitution of New Jersey prohibit the enactment and en­
forcement of any law-

M.: Step down! 
D.: (Continues) that would abrid;;e the liberty of a follower 

of Christ in preaching the gospel, and for this reason-
M.: Step down, step down! 'l'he judge did not frame the 

Constitution. Ten dollars or ten days. 

Kindness to Polish-Amel'icans 
In America great efforts are made to trans­

form into true Americans people who come here 
from other lands. As a magistrate Judge De 
Meza has the following record against him in 
the case of Peter Blasiak. 

DE MEZA: Yeu are charged with distributing circulars with-
out a permit. How do you plead f 

BLASIA I\:: Not guilty. 
M.: Officer Stopinski. Do you swear to tell the truth, etc.' 
OFFICER STOPINSKI: I do. 
M.: Did you see this man on Sunday distributing circulars' 
S.: Yes, I did. I saw him coming out of a house on 4th 

St reet. 
M.: Any questions, Mr. Blasiak' 
B.: Can I speak to the officer in Polish f 
M.: Yes, I will let you. Ask him, Joe, if he will promise tho 

judge not to come here any more to distribute without a per­
mi t. If he docs, I'll let him go. 

S.: Panie Blasiak, sl;!dzia chce wiedziee czy p. przyome­
cuje wil;!cej tu nie przychodzie z rozrzutkami bez pozwole­
nia, jezeli tak, to moze p. bye uwolniony? 

B.: Gdy organizacja Jehowy tu nie bl;!dzie to i ja wi~eej 
tu nie przyjd~. 

M.: What did he say, Joe' 
S.: He says, when the Jehovah's organization will not bo 

any more, he will not come any more. 
M.: What's thatY 
S.: He says, when Jehovah '8 organization disbands he will 

not come here any more. 
M.: (Forced laughter) That's pretty good; that's pretty 

good. Ten dollars or ten days. 

One for Governor Moore 
'We invite the attention of the governor of 

New Jersey to the following record, which shows 
that it is illegal in the State of New Jersey and 
in the city of Plainfield to fix the tire of an auto­
mobile. Not only does it appear from the record 
that all that Paul Behlau did was to fix the tire 
of his car, but after he had been sentenced and 
had been pushed out of the courtroom another 



TIlE I;\QUISTTIO~, in 1033, at Plainficld, ~ew JCl'sc,\·. This sc('n(" photographed by flashlight about midnight 
of Sllnd<Iy-~lOl1day, .JUtlP 4-:), show" S"!lH' of tIl{' twentY-lline l'dillCd and goodly mothers, wi,·cs and daughters, Je­
hovah '8 witnesscs, whom Chief of Police FJ~'llll crowded into thrcc cclls, wllercin but tweh'e could sit. SeYClltccn 



\,ere compelled to lie on bare concret(', or ('lse to stand all night, at win<1o\ys ndj:w('J1t to a main street, n puhli~ 
gazingstock. In the J1l0l'llillg' one of the creatures of Flynn's departmcnt approachcd the \romen's <:ells and 
sneeringl,)' asked, "lIow did you enjoy your night's rcst ~" 
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defendant, David Robhins, at his own peril pro­
tested to the court that Behlau had been locked 
up without any justice. He swore that Behlau 
had a bursted tire and had been fixing it without 
a permit w]len he was arrested and that he did 
110t hand out one paper on Sunday June 4. 

Nhamefacedly, after this protest, De Meza 
called BehIau back into the courtroom and gave 
him his liberty. K evertheless, here is the full 
]'('cord of the (·tpstimony" upon ,,'hich he origin­
ally senteneed this man to ten days in prison. 

T;E MEZA: You're chargHl with illeg-al tlistribution of cir' 
c;;hrs III ,-iolation of ci:y onlimnce. How do you plead1 

1 :EIILAU: Not gLlilty. 
M.: S· .... ear the officer. - Du \ O~ s'-;enr to tell the truth, so 

h·,'lp ."Oll GocH . 
OFi'!':::f: BRAY: I do. 
"r.: Ilirl YOU see this man l::st St::Hl;',-~ 
n.: Y;e got a eRll from 1'.IT. Low]ou' o\"('r hrrC', that there 

"-:1:3 a "'OInan at his house p2.3S1n~ uut rC':[~ious trac!s on 4th 
~'r0et. Then I saw thig lHan fixin' a tilQ of his car. The 
":O!llOn ..-,;:s in tllP car, Hn!1 anoth£'r man waf! m back. 

:,1.: llid you ask him if he had a permit f 
R: lIe coulrl oaly show me a pt>rmit from the Watch Tower 

I'Ii,]il & Tract Society. 
-" L: nut not from the P1'linnelrl authorities' 
I~.: No. 
M.: Tlmt's ull. - Swear the defendant. 
B.: (Loud) If it please the court, I mo,e the court to dis­

ll'::"4 this eomplaint-
::-,1.: (Interrupts) Do you care to be sworn' 
n.: (Keeps right on, louder) for the reason that it does 

II .' sta:c filets t~at constitute un offense­
~!.: (Ineensetl) Ten days or ten dollars I 
B.: (l~ccps ri~ht on, louder) or violation of the law. 
1\1.: (Infuriated) Lock him up! 

Looking into De IJJeza's Mind 
As affordin~ an insight into the operation of 

J ndge De ~Ieza's mind, we give the following 
colloquy which took place between him and 
David Robbins, bp;'ore he gave Robbins the cus­
tomary ten dt.ys in prison. Robbins had just 
said that he placed God's \Yord and law above 
man's. The excerpt follmn : 

DE MEZ,1: Now, listen, that may be very true­
ROBBIXS: It is true. 
M.: Every man has a right to belieyc as Ire wants to; but 

if lYe didn't have laws to suppreBs criminals from goin~ around 
th(' country committing tlepre!lations, we woulun't get U:1y­

""here. You're a man of mtelligent'e. This court do~s not 
interfere with your rights; far from me to do that. It is not 
the intent of this ordinance to hinder you in any Christ ian 
work or practice. Get that out of-

R.: (Interrupts) If so, then the ordinance is grossly mis­
applied. 

M.: Wait a minute. Don't interrupt me. Thill ordinance 
has been passed to protect yonr home and mine from impostors 
by enabling the police to keep tab on everyone thnt is around 
this town. Now, I say to you without. fear or favor, if you will 
promise not to distribute any Illore litt'l'Rture without first 
getting a permit from the proper Ruthoritips, I will [pt ~'()u go 
Bcot-free. "'ill vou or will vuu not 1 

R.: Scot-free: "'"ell, it is· the truth that i8 gOill~: to make 
the people free. The people hal-c a right to know the truth, 

and no one is going to stop the world-wide proclamation of 
the truth. 

M.: DQn't answer the question that way. We do not want 
to suppress the truth. You're an intelligent man, and the 
court would like to thresh it out with you; it ill not a question 
of your going around and preaching the gospel. I wish more 
would go around and preach the gospel, but there is such a thing 
RS going ahout in the right way. Probably all of you are good 
people, and your principles are good; but you're going too 
far when you refuse to take out a permit. Now, if you as 
respectable pcople would come to the police department and 
say: I am a Christian and have Christian literature that I 
would like to put in the homes of the good people of Plainfield, 
the police would have asked your name and where you are 
from, Rnd the chances are that you would get a permit. Why, 
there is not a man in the city who would have refused you a 
permit. Now, that's fair, isn't itf Now, you're a Christian-

R.: If the court will bear 'I';ith me, I should like to ask if 
the court ever Baw an organization with criminal intent go to 
the police department and put in a list of the names and ad­
dresses of all those who come to do their work in thc citv. 
Why is the fact that we presented the chief of police Sund;y 
morning with such a list perSistently denied' 

M.: Well, you people come here and- and take it upon 
yourselves. I was in police headquarters myself Sunday morn­
ing. I just happened to be there when one of your leadeI'll 
came and in a yery insolent way said he would not take out 
a permit, that he would go ahead and did not care about our 
ordinance. I think you're wholly wrong and your frienda are 
absolutcly wrong in taking the stand you'rc doing, circularizing 
the city without letting the authorities know who you are. 

R.: I ask again, didn't we present-
!II.: Listen to Judge De Meza! I am going to give you a 

chanre: Are you going to desist if I let you go , Now, Mr. 
Robbins, nill you promise me that if I give you another chance 
today you will go back home and not give out any more of 
this literature without first getting a permiU 

R.: I am ,cry sorry, I cannot do it. (Emphatic) I cannot 
compromise. 

1>1:.: You're a ,cry foolish man. Ten dollars or ten days. 
R.: Christ said, 'Who is not for me is against me,' and, "If 

they persecuted me, they will also persecute you." As it was 
in Pharaoh '8 day-

M.: "'e're not going to ha,e religion preached here in t.be 
courtroom. 

Unnamed and Absent "Church" Accusers 
You "will be interested to know that unnamed 

people "at the church" who do not face those 
whom they accuse, as required by law, can have 
you arrested and imprisoned if you visit the 
city of Plainfield and for any reason whatever 
go to anybody's house. 'rhe following is a rec­
ord of the trial of Otto Sturm. We invite the 
attention of the Department of Justice at Wash­
ington, D.C., to this flagrant outrage, this trav­
esty against even common decency. 

DE Mr.ZA: You are ehargpti with illegal distribution of Dible 
trae:s. How do you plead f 

BTTJRM: Not guilty. 
M.: Offieer King! Swear the oillc'er. - Do you swear to tell 

the truth, so help you God' 
Ot'FICElt KING: 1 do. 
M.: Did you St'P thi~ mall l:'st Suntlayl 
K.: Yes. \\'hell I first saw him Itt' was coming out of a 

duoryar!l, I askc,1 him what he was doing, and he said he was 
prc:tplting the gospel. ne had no pctIllit anti refused to give 
Ius naillC. 
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:iI.to: Refu~cd to give his name' Did he have a permitf 
K.: l\o; he sai<1 he didn't need one. 
}II.: Di,! he pass any tracts' 
K.: (Litt]e voice) I d,dn't see any of that. nut we got a 

cOlllplaint- frolll people-- at the church. 
M.: lIe admitted to you that he lIas circularizing the city' 
K.: Y('s. 
U.: SlYpar the defendant. - Do you swear, etc.' 
~.: I do. 
M.: \\'bat w('re you (loing in Plainfield 1 
S.: Pl'caphlllg the gospel. 
:\1.: Aw! in uoin,; tIns you were passing out tracts or cir· 

('ub rs f 
~.: I did not. 
~.1.: Did you go from house to house in Plainfield' (Pause) 

~:o\\, nnswer my question; be honest with me. 'l'he court dops 
not \\'ant to appear in a vindic'atil'e mood or spirit. I as], 
you, DIl! you go in any homes and pass these circulars' 

H.: No, 1 did not. I had no chance to put any out. 
~.I.: ~ot onef 
S.: ~ot one. 
~,1.: What did you go to the houses fad 
S.: To inform the people that Goe1's kinguom is come. 
1\1.: And what did you hand the people' 
S.: Nothing. 
1\L: Nothing! 
S.: l\ otlling, because nobody came to the cloor. The folks 

IICle not at home. 
:\1.: \Yill you promise to get a permit before coming here 

again for that purpose, if I give you another chance' 
K: No. 
11.: You will not f 
S.: Certainly not. I ha,e made a co,enant with Jehovah 

Uo,l to do His will. 
~I.: And you are going to go by the dictates of Jehovah; 

is that it ~ 
S.: Yes, by His grace. 
lII.: Ten dollars or ten days. 

One for the Department of Justice 
We also invite the attention of the United 

States Department of Justice to the following 
account of the trial of 1. L. Conover, who, it 
seems, committed the terrible crime of sitting 
011 a curb in the city of Plainfield. They will be 
interested to kllOW of this wonderful judge who 
('uuld break up the business and break up the 
homes of 3G mell and women by this kind of 
exhibition of injustice. 

DE ~lEZ.\: You're charged with illc~al ,lisirihution of tracts, 
cl<'. without a permit first having been ob:aincd. How do you 
1'1'''141 f 

COXOVER: ~ ot guilty. 
lI1.: Officcr King. - Do you swear to tell the truth, etc.' 
OFFICER KI:-;'G: I do. 
lI1.: Did you see tIllS young man distributing anything last 

Sundayf 
K.: On complaint of 1\Ir. Scott I was sent up there. I foun<l 

this man up on West 7th Street. He admitted he was preach· 
ing from door to door and gi'l'ing out circulars. 

~1.: And giving out circulars. 
C.: I want to ask the offi~er a question. (Erief pause) Of· 

fi.~er, what was I doing when you accostecl me' 
K.: Sitting on a curb. 
C.: Sitting where' 
K.: On a curb. 
C.: That's right. - W11at did I say to you f 
1\1.: Don't fdlS\', cr that. 

C.: Was I distributing pamphlets from door to cloor' 
K.: You aumitted that. 
C.: (Emphatic) That's not true I As I explained to you­
lI1.: (Interrupts) Kover mind any explanation. Do you care 

to be sworn' 
C.: I do not desire to be tried by a court guilty of such 

outrageous malfeasance of office. 
M.: (Furiolls) Tcn clollars or ten days! 
C.: 'i au will ltaye to take full responsibility before Jehovah 

Go.]. 
lIf.: I will assume all responsibility. Take him out! 

One for the U. S. Attorney General 

,Ye also invite the attention of the United 
States Department of Justice to the following 
trial of G nstav Pedersen. 1.'11ey will be illterested 
to kno\v that it is against the law in Plainfield, 
l\ew .Jersey, to walk upon the street in the open 
air. This is a terrible offense, isn't it 1 

DE MEZA: You are char~ed with distribution of literature 
from house to house without a kgal permit. lIow uo you 
plea,U 

PEDERSEN: Not guilty. 
lIf.: Officer King. - Do you swear to tell the truth, so 

help you God' 
OFFICER KIKG: I do. 
1\I.: All right, tell your story, officer. 
K.: This man was stopped ut \Vest 'ith Street. We asked 

him what he was doing and he saif! he was distributin~ circu' 
lars from house to house. He said he ,lidn 't need a permit, and 
he refused to give his name. He s[u<l he was one of Jehovah's 
WItnesses. 

1\1.: That's all. Swear the defendant. 
P.: May I ask him a question' 
lII.: What question 1 Just one question! 
P.: Officer, Isn't it truc that you saw me just walking on 

the street, that you saw no pamphlet in my hand anu nuthing 
of the kiml un mel I was just walking out in the open air 
when you placed me under arrest. Is that true or is it not' 

K.: I arrested you after you refused to gil'o your name 
and after you admitted that you had no license to go from 
house to honse. 

P.: (Indignant) Isn't it the truth that you never asked 
me that question' 

K.: (nrazen) It is not. 
}II.: S", car the defenuant. - Do you swear, etc.' 
P.: I do. 
lII.: Were you going last Sunday into homes in Plainfield 

deJirering Dible trartsl 
P.: If it plf'asc the rourt, I mOI'c-

M.: (Interrupts, overhearing) It docs not please the court 
at all. Will you answer my question J 

P.: I eli,l not yiolate any law of thc lunu. 
lI1.: Answer Illy questiOn. Do not try to el ade. If you dis­

agrf'c with the ConstItution and til(' laws of this state it's un­
fortunate that you shuuld do that as a Christian man. If 
you arc a Ch nstian you will not heu~e; you will tell the truth. 
Answer m}' quest ion I 

P.: I have wlitten out my statement in my defense and 
ask the ('ourt to Iwar the reading-

M.: (Ruthless) Ten dollars or ten days I 
P.: I wnnt to relllIllcl the court that it is a terrible thing 

to fall into the hands of the li,ing God. 
lI1.: That's your belief. Lock him up I 

Persecution Spreads the Tmth 

,Vhile it is inconvenient and unpleasant for 
clean, neat men and women to exchan2;c the com-
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forts of a refined Christjan home for the dis­
cumforts and inex('usaLle filth and dirt of prison 
life, yet the angels of Goll \yould glallly leave 
til?ir pla('~:-; ill IlC',wPl1ly courts for the priyilege 
of thus bc'mins' testilllony to the honor of J eho­
yah'., nmnc. 

The 'Y,1Y it wOl'k~ out is that oyer the radio 
[\11(1 hy ille prilltc'd page the fnll pr()ceedings of 
nlch in l'alllir':, as oC'curlwl at Plain fIeld a l'(, made 
1:!IO'1nl to all. rrhUf; the Plaillfield trials were 
dramatized am] \\ idely hroadcast. At the C011-

du;:,ioll oL tlw hroadcast the follo\ying worrIs of 
e::qllalluti()n and ,':nrlling ,n're incln(led for the 
lH:'llclit of tho;:,.: \"'110 hav(' ('aI'S to IH'ar. 

... Satan, ill(' ('hid enemy of .TchoYllh, is the op­
T>rc~''i(Jl' ut the 1)20ple, He it is \\,]10 has taught hy­
pucrisy, \ iol('Ill'C and L!l,C' cOlll'ies::. IIis sons, the 
pIng!', h:1H' sen'C'll him \wll in trachillg the king'i ilnd 
ll'''~l'r p{\l it ir'al nth,]:, t hroughol,i "Chri:stclldom" that 
their anthol'ity l11'(W('cll;; from Uod, that they rule "b,': 
tli·;ilJP ri<..:hi" illlt! then:f()re 111 U:-;1, he l'l'C"og'nizcJ and 
nhycd hy the peopjl'. '1'llat f,ll~(' ip;tcllin;!, belongs to 
thc j),ll'k .\ges, Like the dC'l'gy, it i~ ont of Jate, 

In thesc 1:1st d<lY,- of the frantic clYol't of S<lhm and 
llis l'C'pl'Csl'ntnii';es to llOIJ tug-ethel' his tottering stru~­
tlll'C of "Cr1l'J~h'1ll1om", the cll'l'g~', both Pl'otcstilllt 
;uhl C,\tholil', are elltircly nn:tl,]e to b'ep the people 
ill i'~'J;Orall("e of God's iHll'!l of t l'llth, Bring a1:,o nn­
:1L:l' to witlhtand tll(' ('ll'al' IUl(1 forc(,flll tillccch of 
.Jc~ O\',lh 's \\itness('s, tile' eIergy now call into aelioll 
a (")':1\\'(1 of hirl'li:lg's, mell \·;ithmt cUlls('ience, \rho for 
t heir own (bily hrl':1(l :11'" \\ iilill~; to pcr-;eellic, arrcst 
<lll,l ('!'udl:' OPPl'l'''S Cod,fearing lllCll and \\'omen who 
tJl(;CY;: to obey Cod's eomma:ldlllCllts, Suell O[J[ll'CS­

,:)],; incln(le p()liC'l~ Oi'JifTl'S, m:l:-d"tri:1I's, jail wardens 
fond eX('(,l1ti,'es of 1111111i('ipaliti(''; WilO do the bidding 
of theil' J;1~lstel', The~e do 'the hiddiW-:\, of Satan because 
t!!l'Y arc binding'S, Tl1ey nre the "strung,ann ;"(!lwd" 
of t!lU \'j~:ble part (\f Satan 's Ol'~,:l1;;"ation, 

B)' their 11) pOl'l'ilic<l1 actioll in -tbus s'~ekillg to hill-

del' and prevent the free flow of the message of GOd'R 
king'u\1I11, the:;e cllemicR arc identifying thcmsplns for 
~lal1gilter L~' the im'i-;ible army of Jehovah, \\'hie!! 
,yill st rikr, \yhCll He gins the ,rard, that men in all 
the world may lmow that He whose name illolle is 
.JEH(}L\II is the l\io.',t High oYer all the earth, 

.Tcho\'ah 's \\'itllC"'i('~ uclight to go sti'aight un ill per­
forming' the work entrusted to tl1('m hy the true and 
Jiying' C:ou, to make known among th~ people .Teho­
yah's Imrpo,e to haye His King, Christ Jesus, utter­
l!' (kitl'OY all \"ho stuhbol'lll!' reiu,;c to obey the law 
of His Kingdom, But before God's wngeallce is exe­
cuted .Jehovah ha'i C'ommanc1ed and ('ommissioncd His 
witllf'~SCS to SOTe not icc upon the enem}' concerllin'" 
the Jay of imvending' destruction.' '" 

In the S(,(,(1nd Psal;n the Illel'e." of the :IIo"t IIigh 
God is magnified in these word~ of His rounsl'l: 

(Be >vise now, therefore, 0 yo rulers; 1)0 instruetell, yo 
j1Hl~t's of the C;\ rt II. Scrve ,Tchm all ,yj tl! fnaI', and rejoil'c 
\\,1tll trpll)bling, Kiss his Son, It'st Ill' be ;\llp'y, and ye 1']:;1.· 
ISH fJOlll tIl(' way, "hen his "'mtlt is kilHllP(1 but a little. 
nleosetl arc all tltoy that put thur trust in him,' 

Ag:lin, you people of Plainfield who hear thiH hroild­
rasl, Do you stand on the side of Jehoyah, the (iod 
of jnsticc and trnth, or on the si(~e of Satan, the father 
of t he cl('r~y and the master of t heir cruel hirelings? 

Yon no\\' l.'JlOw \rlwt has taken placc in your cit;\!. 
llnouJcdge bl'ings l'espollsibility. J:espollsibility for 
thC'se ontnlgcs ,111(1 for the fl1l'ther detcutioll of that 
innocent m:111 who has IYcC:1 lockl'd np for fin~ months 
becuu,e he dan cl to raise his ','oice in l)l'olcst agaillst 
sneh \yiekcdness, such rc;,ponsibility Illust he shareu 
hy you people of the rity of Plainfield who ilrc in 
sympathy \\'ith and approvc thr conduct of that Ull­
just :ilHl~'r. Fol' that rcsponsibility ."on must illlswcr 
in due timc, 1l0t to any Crl'atlll'e, but to the righteous 
Judge, Jehovah, who has f;cell alllllward thesc things. 

.TdlOvah's Killg, Christ ,Tesus, when \lpon earth nine­
tC(,ll em t ul'i(,s ilg'O, said: 'Shall not Ood a ycn g'e hi.'; 
0\\'11? I tell you that l-HJ will ,n-enge them.' Jehovah 
will do that soon for His o'm honor's sakc. 

1"0' • 

Judge Rutherford to Take a Hand 

I~'; THE L0rd'~ provi(lr'nC'o, .Judge Hutherronl 
'1', as lm::-:y ",ith Ilis ,,:ur!;: in l':ul'ope at the tillle 

tl10::'e Plainfield and l,:lgill ltwttpl'::; Callle to a 
JlC'ad, Hall lIP h2eJl he l:e he would hrt ye been 
most happy to per:;ollally SlIlwl'yise a situalion 
'Which is ]lfl\111l1 to he corrOded. 

H ()\\ ('Yor, fnll H'r;orts of thef;e things have 
gOlll' to him, nnd 'lye now have pleas1lre in sav­
ing that on Jtis return he \\'ilf deliver an a~l­
dress at Plaillfic'ld, }; e\\' Jersey, setting forth 

to the citizens the real cause for those persecu­
tions and \\'hy every honest person no'.\' has a 
keen interest in them. 

The poople are at Jast in the place where they 
must decide between the clergy amI the Devil on 
one side and the truth and Jehovah God on the 
other. Whiel!ever way they decide '.vill have a 
profonnd effect on their eternal destinies. Hy­
pocrisy l11m.,t go; all of it. 



Insulting Jehovah God in Elgin, Illinois 

WE CONCEDE that it is all true, as The 
Elgin Association of Commerce contends, 

that Elgin is a garden spot, that it is a city of 
friendly people, and that it is exceptionally lo­
cated for business purposes. 

How regrettable that such a fine city should 
have fallen under the control of men that do 
]lot hesitate to insult Jehovah, the true and liv­
ing God. Its police officials, many of them, ac­
knowledge that in the management of the city 
there exists a clandestine union of church and 
state, a reprehensible and repugnant thing. 
They are expected to do things they know are 
illc>gal. 

N" 0 attempts to put over a rule by the clergy 
will go in these United States. Every time it 
has been tried it has met with miserable failure, 
as witness the Prohibition fiasco. And every 
time it will be tried it will meet with failure, as 
it should. America is not Russia, nor Germany, 
nor Italy. There are Americans in this country 
still, and will be for some time yet. 

Let those who insist that the only right way 
to worship Jehovah God is to sit under a steeple, 
",-hile the person of their choice talks to them 
as they wish to be talked to, go ahead and wor­
ship in that way. That is their right. And that 
is just as far as their rights go, or will go. 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, never built a 
church building, never asked anybody else to 
build one, and never asked anybody to go to one 
that somebody else huilt, but lIe did teach the 
people, hy the seaside, on the mountain top, in 
the ,,-ilderness, and in private homes. He ex­
ercised lIis rights. 

Today if lIe eame suddenly to Elgin an at­
t0Il1pt would be made to deprive Him of these 
rights. He \yould be told by representatives of 
the clergy that He must build a church antI teach 
from beneath a steeple or He could not teach 
at all. X 0 law would be cited; none is possible. 
Such rejection of His message, \yith possible 
imprisonment of His person, would be the gross­
est of insults to J ehoya11, the true and living 
God, and would bring down upon those respon­
sible for it, and upon the city us a whole, the 
wrath of the One who holds us all in the hollow 
of His hanel. 

Rights Will Be Insisted On 
rrhere need be no confusion on this subject. 

Do the intelligent people of Elgin wish to see in 
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their city a duplication of the outrages perpe­
trateu ill Plainfield, N. J., so graphically por­
trayed in the pages which precede '1 ,Ye do not 
believe that Elgin has a chief of police that 
would be willing to make seventeen Christian 
women stand up all night in three prison cells, 
because there was room for but twelve of the 
t\yenty-nine to sit clo\n1, but it is moving in that 
direction. 

.A nd certainly we do not belieye that Elgin 
has a magistrate that could or would conduct 
such "trials" as Dc ~Ieza conducted so shame­
lessly at Plainfield; but if such must come, then 
be assured that all attempts to do it in a corner 
will be in vain, and usurpations of authority 
will be exposed. 

At ,Vashington, D.C., April 15-1G, every per­
son in the city, including President Roosevelt, 
was approached with this all-important message 
of God's kingdom, the hope of the world, and 
not a person in the city made the slightest ob­
jection. And why should they ~ 

How does it come that Jehovah's witnesses 
can witness to President Roosevelt and all of­
ficial and private Washington and be treated 
with courtesy, and when they come to Elgin or 
to Plainfield they are treated as they have been? 
,Vho is the colored gentleman in the woodpile 1 

This is not the fault of THE PEOPLE of either 
city. It is borne out abundantly by the thou­
sands that received the books and booklets of 
the Kingdom and made some slight contribu­
tions in part payment of the expense involved. 
,Ve have the records; the people themselves are 
with us. 

And it is not the civic officials that of them­
selves care a particle. The only rea!-lOn why they 
have shown this indecent activity in trying to 
suppress what they cannot suppress is that they 
have been egged on by the priests and preach­
ers, \yho, astutely, do their best to keep out of 
sight. 

The dergy are actually trying to make it 
seem to the people that though they have 213 
sects they are really all one, and that, in any 
eYent, before anybody can teach the Scriptures 
they must come to them, through the custodians 
of the law, and ohtain their consent before they 
can go ahead \yith their work. Nix on that kind 
of liberty. 

Give everybody a fail' deal ever)'\yhere. 
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Brief of the DifJiculties at Elgin 
At our urgent, repeated request Eugene Or­

rell, who served "'ith high honors at the front 
throughout the \r orld \Y aI', but is no,\' enlisted 
in the service of the King of kings, and is direct­
ing the work of Jehovah's witnesses in the Elgin 
territory, gaye us the following digest of events 
ill that city which makes this pUblication neces­
sary at this time: 

On Februar~' 5, 1933, a number of good-willed and 
order-loving people, known as J ehoya11 's wi tllesses, 
made a fricllllly visit to the city of Elgin, Illinois, in 
o:'(}er to preach 1 he good news of the early establish-
11W11t of Jehovah's righteous government npon the 
earth and the complete destruct ion of Satan's wicked 
organization: this in ordl'r that the people of Elgin, 
Illinois, mi~ht know the llame of .Jehovah and receive 
Hi~ preselTation in the crisis in which the peoples of 
earth arc now liying. 

Desiring to do this work in an orderly manner and 
tl:at the civil authorities might understand the good 
rl';lSOIlS for the witnesses of Jehovah visiting the homes 
in the eit.v of Elgin, Illinois, A. L. Seeley (spokes­
mall) and another witness of the Chicago arca were 
de!c;;ated to call upon the chief of police of Elgin. Not 
only did they acquaint the authorities with the nature 
of the work, but also pr('sented to them the names of 
the visiting witnrsses that they might be readily iden­
tified not as criminnls or law-breakers but as rcpre­
sentatives of Jehoyah, the Righteous God. A. L. See­
ll'~ makes the follO\ring report of the visit: 

"At the time of the campaign at Elgin, Illinois, on 
Fl'brual'Y 5, 1933, another witness and I were chosen 
10 present the list of names at the police department 
for their information. As the chief was absent from 
his office the presentation was made to t he lieutenant, 
".-110 received it and took it into the chief '8 office. Dur­
ing the conversation at that time the lieutenant asked 
,,,h)' we did Hot make arrangements in advance, to 
,yl1ieh the reply was made that we did not think it 
l1ece~osary, as we were preaching the gospel of God's 
Lngdom on earth, and that we were not only within 
our rights to do so but were commanded so to do. 
This visit was short and I returned to the contact 
point. 

"Later in the day wo1'u was received that seyeral of 
.'! e1wyah 's witncsses had been taken in by the police 
ana I was sent to ascertain from what part of the city 
of Elgin they had been taken. While on this errand 
the lieutenant of the Elgin police called me into his 
offico and accused us of soliciting money. This was 
dl'nied by me and I reiterated that we were preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom of Jehovah God; that Jeho­
yah's law is superior to any law t hat man can make, 
and that Jehoyah having commanded that this work 
be done it must therefore be donc. 

OrdCl'ing Americans Out of America 
"About that time the lieutenant told me to take the 

crowd and get out of town. I told the lieutenant that 
we arc not criminals and that we are citizens of the 
'("nited States. This implied, of course, our refusal 
to acr-cdc to his command. I then left his office to do 
some telephoning and when I returned to the lieuten­
ant's of£ice the workers whom I had hcard were taken 
in had all left the policc station. 

"The apprehension of Jehovah's witnesses in Elgin 
took place in the face of the plain statement made to 
the authorities of the city of the nature of their mis­
sion; which statement follows. In no point docs this 
statement give grounds for hostilit~T on the part of 
officials. 

l\Iay it please you to take note that the persons whose 
names and addresses appear upon this paper are engaged 
regularly in preaching the gospel of Jehovah's kingdom in 
obedience to the cOlllmanu of Jeho\'ah in order that the people 
might be informeu of the meaning of the \vorlu's present un­
happy condition anll what the imlllelliate futuro holds. 

'\\e have como to the city of Elgin, Illinois, for thus 
preaching the gospel by going from hOUBe to house anll ex­
hibiting to the people the message of Jehovah's kingllom in 
printed form. This is done in order to enable the people to in­
form themseh'es with the least possible trouble anu ell.l'ense. 

Our work is entirely charitable and benevolent and is 
done solely because of our 10\'0 for God and His kingdom, and 
not for pecuniary profit. This privilege of thus preaching tho 
gospel of Jehovah's kingdom without hindrance or interfer­
ence is guaranteed to us by the fundamental law of the United 
States and by the State of Illinois, in which tIle above-men­
tioned city is loc:lted. 

That you may briefly ascertain the nature of our rncssag!', 
we attach hereto a copy of a booklet, rrHE KI~GDO~I, THE 
HOPE OF TilE WOP-LD. 

Knowing that you appreciate your duty of protecting peo· 
pIe from the assaults of others, we request that the police 
power of this community see to it that we are permitted to 
carryon our life \VOl k of thus preaclllng the gospel without 
interference from any opposers or anyone Plsl'. 

'\Ye anrl ea~h of us are the duly acrredit<·d representatives 
of the 'Yatch Tower Bible anrl. Tract Society, of 117 Adams 
Street, Brookl~'n, N. Y., \\'hich is incorporated for the following 
pUIpose: 

'The purpose for which the corporation is formed is, tho 
dissemination of Bible truths in various languages by 
means of the publication of tracts, pamphlets, papers and 
other religious uocuruents, and by the use of all other lawful 
means which its Boaru of Dire~tors, duly constituted, shall 
ueem expedient for the furtherance of the purpose stated.' " 

The Press Is on Trial 
In this Judgment Day the press is on trial, as 

well as every other institution of man. It has 
rare opportunities and rare responsibilities. Oc­
casionally there is a newspaper editor who loves 
the institutions of his country and tries to up­
hold what is right. Due honor to such. Some­
times the reports are ignoble and unjust, and 
grossly unfair in headlines and inferences, as 
in the following in the Elgin Courier-Neu's of 
February 6, 1933: 
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Am.IY OF SOLICITORS IS OUSTED AFTER CLASH 
WITH AUTHORITIES 

GROUP FAILS TO OBTAIN CITY PERMIT 

A group of workers who claimed they were pl'eaching 
the gospel of Jehovah's Kingdom stormed into Elgin yester­
cay morning to make a house-to-house distribution of re­
ligious pamphlets and solicit donations for their cause but 
they atormed out just as readily after an encounter with 
city officials. 

Several of the workers, said to have numbered 280 men 
and women, made the error of calling on friends of Mayor 
J'v!yron M. Lehman and at the home of Joseph G. Huber, 
ci;y IDanhal. 

The leader of the group, E. L. Seeley, giving his ad­
dress as 5944 Eberhart avenue, Chicago, appeared at 
police headquarters yesterday morning and presented a 
li~t of the 280 workers to police with the announcement 
t'lat they were going to distribute religious literature in 
the city during the day. 

FAILED TO OBTAIN PERMIT 

Seeley conferred with Detective Sergeant Frank Egner 
who advised him that he first must get a permit from the 
mayor or city marshal. Seeley said that he had fulfilled 
his mission when he presented the list of workers to police 
but he was advised that the group would not be permitted 
to operate without a permit. 

Shortly afterwards, police began to get calls from all 
parts of the city. The workers were making a house-to­
house canvass, presenting the resident with a booklet 
called "The Kingdom, The Hope of the W orId" and then 
soliciting donations for their work. 

Mayor Lehman received several romplaints at his home 
and he asked police to bring thc solicitors in for further 
investigation. Marshal Huber was at his home when he 
was advised of the work of the solicitors and he issued 
orders to have them placed under arrest. 

CALLS AT IIUBER 's IIO~IE 
Shortly after Marshal Huber had talked to headquar­

ters, one of the solicitors called at his home and was ad­
mitted. 

"1 am a disciple of Jehovah's and am distributing these 
pamphlets in Elgin," the solicitor advised the marshal. 

"0. K., you have fulfilled your mission," Marshal Huber 
replied as he removed several of the pamphlets from the 
solicitor's hands. 

The solicitor then started his plea for a donation and 
Marshal Huber listened. He then advised the man that 
he was a policeman and that he would have to go to head­
quarters. 

"You can't arrest me and take me to the police station," 
the solicitor argued, "Jehovah sent me to Elgin to preach 
the gospel." 

"Jehovah may have aent you here but Huber is going to 
send you out of the city," the marshal replied as he bundled 
the man into his cal' and took him to headquarters. 

ORDERED FRm! CITY 

In the meantime, Lieutenant L. P. Robinson and Detec­
tive Sergeant Charles Struckman and Frank Egner had 
rounded up 30 more solicitors, including the leader, See­
ley. After considerable questioning, Seeley was ordered to 
get his crew together and get out of Elgin. 

Mayor Lehman this morning stated that persons desir­
ing to distribute articles or pamphlets in Elgin must first 
obtain a permit from the city officials. 

"Distribution of materials, literature, and advertising 
matter cannot be done in Elgin without the proper permit," 
the m::tyor said. 

"The housewife should ask such persons to display the 
permit, and if they haven't one, they are not obliged to 
listen to the agent's story, but may, if they choose, slam 
the door in his face." 

Silly Inconsistencies of the Reporter 
'1'he workers upon this occasion, who numbered 

about 280 men and women, arc reported in the fore­
going to have "stormed" into Elgin, ,,,hile as a mat­
ter of fact the sixty-five cars which carried these peo­
ple proceeded in an orderly manner to Elgin from a 
gelleral assembly point which was outside of the city 
of Elgin, each car going to a definite territory which 
had been previously assigned to it. Upon reaching 
the territories Jehovah's witnesses proceeded ill a 
quiet and orderly manner to make a friendly and 
courteous call upon the people of Elgin for the pur­
pose above stated_ 

It is hard to sec how they made an "error" in call­
ing upon Mayor Lehman's friends or City Marshal 
Huber in view of the fact that they had delegated one 
of their number to call upon the authorities. It is 
only criminals that make the mistake of coming in 
contact with the authorities or their friends. 

Secll'y did not obtain a permit from the authorities 
of Elgin in order that they might obey the law of Je­
hovah God. It is hardly consistent that one creature 
could grant a permit to another creature to obey the 
law of the Creator. In the past when praying "Thy 
will be done" Jehovah's witnesses have always ad­
dressed Jehovah, and not ~Iarshal Huber. Manifestly 
Seeley would not ask for a permit. 

The booklet called 1'he Kingdom, 1'71c II ope of the 
Wodd, does present the only hope of the world of 
mankind because of the fact that it doE'S not present 
any man's opinion, or any clergyman's opinion, but 
does present Jehovah's purposes as set forth in the 
Bible. 

To solicit is to earnestly ask for or request. The 
'Yatch Tower has sponsored several hundred radio 
lectures each week, and to datc no request for money 
has been made. The Watch Tuwer merely suggests 
that if une is interested enongh to contribute, it is 
evidence that he will read a book or booklet, and 
he is therefore given some of the literature. The 
Scriptures state, ., Honor the Lord with thy sub­
stance." Would the Elgin authorities have all the 
Bibles ill Elgin burned beeause the Lord has solicited 
the substance of the people? 

The statement that' Jehovah [who is the true and 
living God] may have sent you here but Huber is 
going to send ~-ou out of the city' was arrogant. 

In the last paragraph of the Couricl'-N ews report 
the officials of Elgin invite the housewives to disorder­
ly conduct, when as a matter of fact the influence of 
authorities should be toward that of tranquillity and 
peace. 
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Wherein the Mayor of Elgin Tells HOlD 

Only He Will Permit Jehovah to Be Worshiped 
On :May 21, 1933, a serond \,isit was made by Jeho­

'\'ah 's witnes~es to the pl'ople 0 f Elgin to aga in bring 
to their attention the name and goud purpuses of Je­
hovah, Oil this o('ra~ion the workers during the cour!)e 
of the dar numbered al)out thrC'e hundred sixt~, and 
the cars se\'Cnty-foul' and thry ngain prcrccdr(l in an 
orderly manncl' from a contact point to dcfinite terri­
tories in the rit~- of Elgin. In order to again acqn;lint 
the authorities \"ith the nature of the \york and prescnt 
the names of the "\\"o1'krrs, E. D, Orrell, G, Y.l\IcCor­
mick and A. L. Speier ealled at the police Jwadqua1'­
trr8. The following', \vhich took place during the 
cour,,;e of the da)' brtween the a hove and the aut hOl'ized 
representatives of the people of Elgin, will be of in­
tere~t : 

SCEXE O~E 

.TlY.-One of the three abow'-nnmcd .Tt'hOYn_h '3 witnesses. 
CP,-Chief of police of Eig-in, lllinois. 
l\1.-Uayor of EIgm, lllino:s. 
.TlY. JehclIah, tlw true and li\ing GO(], has a message for 

all people. As rCfJl'esenbtiYes of an assembly of .rehol-ah '8 

witlwc-c;cs who arc (]eln'eling" this message to(hy in Elgin, 
IllinOiS, \V8 h~\\'e the privilege of presenting to you this letter 
(h~ll(]in;::: lct;er to the clll('f) by w~: of inform:ltion. TIllS is 
submitted tklt :-IJU m:ly 11P enabled to identify these persuns 
j'en' not as la1l"-lJrl'ahcrs hut 1I"ho arc unselfishly doing good 
to tho people I)f this community. 

C1'. \\'PI ell 't you fcllo\ys here before, a couple of weeks ago 1 
.1 \\'. Yes, \\ e I·'ero. 
CP. Jcho\~lh's \ntncs"cs! I don't want anything to do with 

them! 
JW. ,Yo haye ilerc a list of names, togrther with a lcttpr 

outlining the reason II h;' \)e m J callm,;::: upon the people and 
identifying evcry indil iclual ,,110 is calilllg" upon the people in 
your community toda:r. 

CPo (Stamping and storming [llound an,] \ya\'in;::: his hands) 
I won't take the letter I I don't IVaut anything to do II'Ith 
Jehovah! 

.nY. (Insists on chief taking letter and forces it into his 
hands) This is for ,YOUI informatIon and is yours to lmyo on 
fil .. here. 

CPo (Tears 0lwn letter, shouts some more, tries to force pa­
pers lxwk on to J. \\-., and cOlltinu('s to stOllO) You fello\\,s dis, 
turb us, aUl] unnoy ti,e peo]1ll'! \'; e baye chur eheo! Wo don't 
want youl Keep out of tlus tOIYn!: lIere cOllles the mayor now. 
Talk to h,Ill. 

JW. We h~I\'C calle,1 upon the chief, l1IHl lYe are also calling 
upon you. '" c ha \'e bere a copy of a letter which h~s been 
prepared for buth the rna~ or and the c1uef of poltce which is 
partlcubtly (]csignc(] to explam our I\"ork and idpntIfy each 
incli l'irIual cl,g:lge'] in the \York and explain the pUI pose of 
their calling upon the people of Elglll, 11l1ll0is. 

M. Yes! Y uu \\"cr(' here sume tJ me ago! 1 know all a bout 
it! lOU III e not comiug into tlllS to\\'n and cam ass or soircit! 

J'V. ,Yo [Ire not call\'assing or sol](·Jling. We ha\-e corne 
here to worship .Jehol-ah God by preaching the go~pel of tho 
Kingdom and ('alling upon the people from house to house. 
The fUlHlanH'nial law of the Umted States and of this state 
guarantecs us the right to worship Jchu ... ah God according to 
the elidatos of our mvn consciencc, and to preach the gospel 
in our own way. 

M. Where are these pcople now that are listed herd Are 
they actually here nOld 

JW. Yes, Ihpy arc in lite field calling from door to door. 

M. (To chief of police) SC'nd out, [lnd bring them all in! 
CPo (Turllmg around to detective and sergeant) Go out, 

am] get I hem all! 
JW. (To both chief and maror) lOU hoth appreciate that 

this is a nlPssage of JdwYah, the living God, and your opposi­
tion to it IOlllOICS the respOllSlbilit;, from our shoulucrs, an,l 
you hlo assume it, and it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
han,]" of the In-ing God. 

~I. (Hi i! ing chest) I will assume responsibility for MY 
tOI\ n. This is a city of churches. If you want to worship God, 
thl'n go and get you II church like the rest. I personally wor-
81l1p at the Methodist church, llnd you're not coming into my 
to\\n ami \yorsJlIl' unless rou get f\ church like tlte rest. 

JW. Th:lt may be your method of worshiping God and you 
haye a right to do So under the Constitution of the United 
States of America. That is your privilege. But we say that 
this is our way of worshiping the Li\'ing God [lnd we havo a 
right to do so and we fll c going to exercise that right and wo 
do not ha\-e to ask your permission nor anybody else's ppr­
mission becanse \YO \yorship accoruIllg to our undelstanding 
of the purposes of J phovah. 

Stnte of IllinOis} 
County of Cook 

Personally appeared before me, a notary public, in 
and for Cook County, Illinois, E. D. Orrell, Chicago, 
Illinois and O. Y. McCormick, Brooklyn, New York 
and certi [y under oath that the above statement is 
true and correct. 

(Signcd) 
(Signed) 

E. D. OnnELT~ 
G. Y. :MCCORlIIICK 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this second day of 
Jul~', 1933. 

[Seal] 
(Signed) ALFRED L. SEELEY 

-Notary Public 

Mayor Should Take Something 

There are many inconveniences in being the 
mayor of a hustlillg, thriving American city. 
Olle of the dallgers of the position is that the 
mayor may forget, as did this mayor, that 
though he is mayor of Elgin, yet Elgin has not 
yet been moved out of the United States, nor 
even out of the state of Illinois. He should take 
something for this. A readillg of the Constitu­
tion hoth of the United States and of the State 
of Illinois would be good. Cold baths and mild 
purgatives are good: allythillg that \"ill take 
down the s\yelling. Chiropractors would recom­
mend chil'opruetic; osteopa tlls, osteopathy; na­
tUJ'opaths, natnre cnres, etc., etc. 

Foll(ming this interview a lurp;e number of 
.J pl1ovah's witnesses \\'ere stopped from ,yor­
shiping J ehovall according to the dictut('s of 
their own conscience, and this in view of the 
fact thut the Constitution of the State of Illi­
nois, Article 2, Section 3, reads: 
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The free exereise ana enjoyment of religious profes­
sion and worship, 'ViUlOut diserimination, shall for­
ever be guaranteed; aml no person shall be denied any 
civil or political right, privilege or capaeity, Oll ac­
count of his religious opinions; nor shall any prefer­
ence be ;riwn by law to any religious denomination or 
mode 01 worship. 

In view of this, Mr. Seeley makes the follow­
ing statement: 

"A. L. Seeley, 6944 Eberhart Avenue, Chicago, Il­
Jinoi~, uepo~es allll says that on May 2bt., 1933, while 
he was being detained hy the Police of Elgin, Illinois, 
without right and contrary to thc Constitution of the 
United States and of the State of Illinois, he was 
taken into the office of the Chief of Police at Elgin, 
Illinois, there being then present also the Lieuten­
ant of Police, the City Attorney for Elgin, Mr. F. J. 
l\Iyers. During the ensuing can yersation bet ween 
the City Attol'lley of Elgin and this deponent, the 
said City Attol'lle,\' of Elgin said to thi,:; deponent 
ns follows, to wit, '\Ye know that you people are with­
in your rights hut "'e do not like to 1Je disturbed on 
Sunday morning.' " 

Signed: ALFRED L. SEELEY, 

Because of the large l111mber of Jehovah's wit­
nesses detained by the Elgin police a second. list 
of names was prepared and a second contingent 
sent into the city of Elgin. On this occasion 
E. D. Orrell and G. Y. ),lcCormick 'Ycnt to the 
home of the mayor to present the list of names, 
where they met the mayor: 

EPISODE TWO 
M. (Arrogantly) I don't want any morc lists of names! 

You fellows get in your car and get out of this town. Get 
the "halo bnnc h out! 

JW. You h:1 vo no right to put US out of tOI\'n and you will 
not put us out of town. This is the "Gnited States anll not 
eommunistir. Rm;sla, and as citizens of the Unitell States wo 
have the privilege of being in this town and you dare not put 
us out! 

M. Don't II I will have you arrestc,1 right now! (Turning 
to police rar) Hcre J'ou are, sergeant, arrest these fellows, 
amI dump them out of tOTI'll. 

JW. All right, g-o ahead and carry out your threat. Arrest 
us-but you know better. We will fight this to the Supremo 
Court if necessary. 

Insulting the Fathe,. of MeI"cies 

The Elgin police continued to detain the wit­
ness('s, and below arc given a l1umhe1' of state­
ments of what took place during the day: 
l\Iie-had Syslo, 2905 N. Neenah AYe., Chicago, Ill. 

'Ylwn I cal\le to thc home of the mayor of Elg-in, after 
hmring the testimony he said, "Have a scat I I will call the 
police and ask them to take you to the station. Who gave you 
a permit to do this work' We Tun this city, not Jehovah. 
This work is a racket. Jehovah is dead a long time-he doesn't 
know you aTe here. This is a dean city and we are going to 
try to keep it clean. If you don't wait for the police I will 

swear a warrant out on you ana your whole bundl. We can 
run this city without Jehovah. Why don't you come down 
week days instead of Sundayf Policemen want to ha,e a. 
rest on Runrlay instf'atl of running around after you fellows. 

'''hen a policeman came the mayor said to him, "Take this 
fellow to the statIOn and tell him to get out of the city." 
'Vhen we eaIlle to the police station the officer told us not to 
go kck to work torlay or any other day and to get out of 
the city. 

(Signetl) MIC'JIAr:r. SYSLO 

SulJsf'l'ibeil Ullil S\Vorn to this fourth day of July, 1933, at 
Chicago, Illmois. 

[Seal] 
(Signe,l) ALI'ltED L. SCELEY 

Nolary Puuho 

Hugh Buckner, 1139 N. Dearborn, Chicago, Illinois: 
I worked <lawn ono side of the street find placer! a few 

booklets. One lady said that she thoug-ht relIgion had caused 
all the trouble in the world; and I said, "That is right." At 
the last plnce a car drove up and stopped and a man in plain 
dolhes called, "Hey, Jeho~ah!" Before I got into the car 
I askcl! him if I was unrlpr arrest. He rephed, "'What do 
you think this is, a joy ride1" He took me dowIl to the station. 

An Honest and Good Officer 

H. C. Roggenkamp, 4221l\Ieade Ave., Chicago, Illi. 
nois: 

Just as we finished our territory, an officer came up to us. 
lIe s:lid, "I don't mmt to take you people down; I belieyc 
you 're honest aUll sincere and doing a good work, but we havo 
to obey our superiors." 

E. II. Comstock: 
The fc>llo\\ ing IS an accurate statement of my experience in 

Elgin with a llian claiming to be the head of the police and 
firemen cOlllmission of that city. The com ersation is not word 
for \\ ord but com"eys the meaning expressed. 

The car that I <lroye was assigned to division No. 44. 'flIis 
territory is on the south sidc of the river and west of (ho 
higll\v:t~· going to Aurora. We proceeded to preach the gospel 
of the Kingdom from door to door. After working- about two 
hours I Tal'perl at [, door. A man answered the knock and I 
started the rcgular testimony but IY~S interrupted with tho 
qucstion, "Haw you a permit to do this!" I replied that I 
had aIHl l)I'o,ln('c<1 the authorization carr! issued by the presi­
dent of tlIe 'Yate-h 'rower. lIe demanded a p<'fmit from the 
chief of police. I replied, "I do not have to have a permit to 
preach tho gospel of the Kingdom." He ~aid, "I believe that 
you aI C t he same bunch that was here !I. whIle ago. I was to 
church this IhOI1l!ng and we are gOl1lg to put a stop to this. 
I f you wnnt to preach, why don't you do it in u church 1 I am 
going to ~all the police hC:t<lquart('rs and find out nbout this." 
With these wonls he closed the door, leaying me standing on 
the porch. 

I passed to the next house and continued down the street. 
In a short time he came out and placed me under arrest, dis· 
playing a g-oJ.l star or ballge, and wauted to know if 1 Ivould 
report to the poliee station or would it be necessary to hold 
me until the pohce arri.ed. 'l'his was settlca, for two officers 
drol'e up with a car. Later I saw this man at the police station 
and he appeared to hm'e authority. I tlunk that his Ilame was 
Platt, but I am not sure. 

One of Jehovah '8 witnesses demanded a trial because he 
had been placed under arrest, but we were informed that we 
had not been arrested. I was told plainly that I was under 
arrest. 
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"It Is the Preachers" 
:May Hicks, Hammond, Indiana I 
Officer: A re you soliciting' 
May Hicks: No, sir; I am preaching the gospel. 
Officer: I will haye to take you to the station. 
11ay Hicks: There must be a misunderstanding. Do you know 

anything about this work' Haye you read any of the htem­
tUl'e1 

Officer : No, us fellows don't haye time to read. It's not the 
l'oli,'[) officers doing this, it is the preachers and city officials 
of Elgin. 

'rhlS officer was courteous and at this he turned me oyer 
to a plain clothes man, who ordered me to get in the car. 
Later he turned me back to the first officer. Then I told him 
the preac·hers WNC not telling the people the truth and they 
knew we were ancl they did not want the people to know the 
truth. IIe said he knew that. I told him that the same class of 
:people arrested our Lord for preaching the truth and that the 
s('rYant was not above his ;\la8ter. He said he knew that the 
Illinuis preachers and the Indiana preachers were fighting each 
otl,,'r. 

I was taken to the station ana held for about three and R 

half hours. On leaving the city two more officers were standing 
on the stre~t and waved goo'l-by to me. I toM them we would 
be hack again and by that time they would know more about 
the preachers. At this they nodded their heads and one clapped 
Ilis han-Is together. 

F. J. Myers: 
In the police station a man at the c1e~k made this statement: 

• (I IUlve nothing against you, but the preachers are running 
this town." 

Instructions Come from the Clergy 
E. F. Cassady, 2815 ~Iajor Ave., Chicago, Illinois: 
The policeman who took me to the station stated he had 

to do what he was told to do; and "'hen I asked him who told 
Ilirn what to do he said, 'The churches.' 

(leo. }I. Gardner, 1319 Dayis Ave., "Whiting, In-
(Jiuna: 

a.-Officer 
G.--Ganlner 

O. Are you one of J ehorah's witnesses f 
tl. 1 am. 
O. Get in my car; you are untler arrest. 
O. Will you tell IlIe who you ard 
O. I am an officer. (Shows his badge) 
G. Do you have a warrant for my arrest' 
O. It is not necessary to haye a warrant. I am arresting you 

uwl,']' ~mpicion. You better get in peacefully or you will be 
put. III hy force. 

G. A fter taking me to the station, is it your intention to 
bl in:; 'III' hark to my carf 

O. Y (,u will walk back before I take you back in this car. 

As the other members of my party had now been arrested 
I suggested that we go in my car, and we were then turned 
over to a traffic polieeman. It was then discovered that a 
real' tire on my cal was punctured. 

G. Do you want to call a patrol wagon or will you wait until 
I ch;'.,ngc tires ~ 

O. Go ahead and change tires. 
G. I thank you for your courtesy. 
O. I am only obeying orders in arresting you folks. When 

the preachers of Elgin beg-in fighting with the preachers of 
---(he thought we were from --- ) the police depart­
ment must step in and stop the fight. 

I was detained at the station three and one balf hours. 

Edwin M'Ross, 915 E. 8th St., Michigan City, In­
diana: 

The experiences of the brethren in this company were all 
the same at Elgin. The officer approached us and asked us to get 
in the rar ancl gu to jail. He asked us to go peacefully, as 
he was told to bring us in. 'Ve asked him if we were under ar­
rest, and he said we were. And as we were told to hold our 
tongue, we said no more and went with him. 

August Couchot I 

O.-Officer 
C.-Couchot 

O. Are you one of Jeho\'ah's witnesses' 
C. Yes. 
O. All right, you have to go to the station. We are rounding 

you all up. Is there anyone else with you' 
C. Yes, my wife and daughter. 
O. 'Yhpre are theyf 
C. On the next street. 

We picked up my wife and daughter. 

O. You drive your car and follow me. 

Quite Unnecessary Discourtesy 
Edith Bogard: 
Being duly sworn, I hereby state that I was detained by 

the authoritics at Elgin, Illinois, on Sunday, May 21, 1933, 
in the following manner: 

I had just begun to work and had called at about three 
houses when I noticed a man sitting in It coupe at the curb, 
watching me. When I came out of the next house I noticed 
that he had gone from there, but when I reachetl about the 
sixth or sevcnth house in the block this man was sitting on the 
porch as though he belonged there; so I gave him the testi­
mony, and by his mauner and remarks I knew that he was 
an enemy of sOllie sort. When I began to display the books he 
asked whether I was selling them 01' giving them away. I 
stated that we were giving them away, but that we accepted 
a small contribution to help cover the cost of print.ing more 
books. lIe then said, "If you are giving them away, I will 
take these," nnd rather furcibly took my case of books from 
my hand. I told him that we did not give them away promis­
cuously, but only to those who were interested in the Lord '8 

kingdolll and would promise to read them, nnd that if he was 
interested ill Jehovah '8 kingdom and would promise to read 
the boo];s, I would be glad to leave one of each kiud with him, 
eyen if IIC could not afford any c.ontribution. lIe seemed rather 
stumped at this offer, but someone started moving about inside 
the door, which was open, so he started in again. He asked 
me if this was not just a sales racket. I explained that it could 
not be, because sales were made for profit, that we took no 
money for the bouks, but that all contributions were used to 
:print more books, and that the contributions received did not 
cover the cost of the bolYks. He then said, "Well, you arc 
c:mvassing, which is against the laws of this city, and, as the 
chief of police, I am here to stop it." I told him that I 
was not canvassing, but preaching the gospel of the Kingdom 
by dist.ributing these books to the people. He then said, "Well, 
I w!ll distTl bute these books for you." I said, "That is 
ilne, I will go with you antl sec that they nre properly dis­
tril.mted." He then handed ba('k my case of books and said, 
"Here, you can take your books and go, if you promise to do 
no more canvassing or witnessing or preaching, or whatever 
you call it." I took the hooks and told him that I could prom­
ise not to do any cam'assing, but must continue witnessing 
until I had finished my territory. At this he grabbed my case 
of books and said, "You are under arrest, you will have to 
come with me to the station." 
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TIlis mnn ~cC'mc<1 to he acting at the instigation of someone 
inside the house; for whelleycr he woul<1 calm down somcwlmt, 
ti,e 1ll0\ ing ahout msidll would start, an<1 on the way out t'J 
t[I(' car he 10okC'd back (1.t the house two or three times, I 
luokul back also, hut could sec no onC'. 

On the "ay to t he ~ta tW'1 he inquired as to t ill' number 0 f 
'\"forkl'l"s in tOWIl. I told hil'l I It:HI nothing 10 ,10 '\"fillt tho 
dil'cctlOn of the Ilolk ant! It:lll no ;,le:l. He then ,,,,,ntell Ille to 
al'pru:,iulllte the nlllllh('r, and I tol'l him I l'oul,l Hot en'n llel 
111;;t. He t!ten sai,l, "If you pcoph' \\:;ntl-'! to ::d ,L'cont aoout 
tillS tl'ing, your he:"l lIIall Ilould l,a"" call",l un (Ill' Ill":, or Oll 
~'tturday npJ obt~tjnC'cl his penllissio!l; Lut ~'(m ('OIlW tn hCle 
th1'('e hundred strong, the people nrc c()llli'Jainln~ awl the 
llwyUl l'annut Le lUl'alc{l." I ~HliJ, "~Ll nl~ln ('all ghc allvi1lt!r 
1'( 11:1I'3S1(>ll to preach the gucl'cl. The laws of tI,e n1ltion allli 
(,t the st"te ~i,'c all that pril-ilcgc, and aho\'e all IS the I;m of 
.leho\'ah." He tl!CIl said, "Oh, who cares about the law ot 
.J, i"""!!I! This town IS I"lm on ordinances, aIllI I alll here to 
~,'e that they arc 01)(',1'0(1." As I made no reply to tillS, ho 
~" i<l, "I am not agamst rrhgion; I am a ('hurdl lllall myself." 
\\'II('n \ye arnvl,d at the police station I was halldcLl 01 cr to a 
ll!lii'urllled officer of the JaIl who took mc into the station nllll 
1'];[('('(1 Illy case uf baoks on a tahle and ,Ycnt out; so I took 
pos~ession of my bllllks ngain. 'l'here \Yore fiye or six other 
.J. w. 's :,t the station I\'ho lu](l alreaLly been collected, but others 
kept ('oming 1Il unlil the placo "as full tu Ol'cr!lowing. There 
were no charges made ag'dlllst any of us, but our names ",-ere 
clH'ekctl against the list that had been left thew. About 1: 30 
\I e II C1 e told to ~'et out, but that if we \vent bark to work lve 
1\oIlI,l \Jp thnm II ITlto jail for good. As I di.l not know exactly 
how to gl't back to my t .. rritor;-, nnd kll()"in~ that Illy cnr 
\lith the other \lor\lels \lould be gone by thnt time, I went back 
to til(' contact poiut lIith SOllie other \I'OI'kcrs. 

Elgin Gets Another Opportunity 
The folly of the ciYlc authorities in taking 

orders [1'01;1 the cl(')'g~·. and the "Tong impres­
sion created in some minds that .J eliovah's wit­
llesses are asking anyhody whatever for the 
privilege of doing the "'ork He has commanded 

•• 

them to do, make it necessary to place this is­
sue in every home ill the city. 

Jesus was pPl'secnteJ by the elergy of His 
day, alld stated that His true follower::; would be 
persecuted ill the same manner. \Ye see it so 
fulfilled, and herein \"e haye certain evidence 
that ,ye are liying in the last days, in the days 
for ,,,hich the prophecies were \Yritten. 

rrhese prophecies of the last days, now being 
fnlfilled, show that the Devil would It<:we control 
of the preaC'hers and that they \\'ollhllw serving 
him alld not Jehoyah God, ('()n:~ider the plain 
statement of the apostle: 

This know also, that in t11e la~t (1a~'s perilous 
times shall come. For I1Wll shall he lowrs of 
their Oim selves [how perfectly this desrribcs the 
elerg~'l. covetons, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobc<1i('nt to I)arents, unthallkful, unholy, with­
out natural nffcctiol1, truccbrcakcrs, false' aCCHsers, 
incont im'ilt, fil'l'(,'.', d('spi~(TS of tho~e that nrc good, 
traitors, hrady, highminded, 10\'('1's of pleasures 
more than 10wl''3 of Ood ; having a form of godli­
ne<;s [steeples, ete.], but uCIl:'ing the po\\'er there­
of: from suc'l! t urn away. For of thi" sort arc they 
which Cl'epp into houses, and Ipad captive silly 
"'omen latlell with sins. led m\'ay \\'i1h diycrs lusts, 
CY('l' Ip:1l'nillg, ;mdlll>"er able to eome to the knowl­
edge of the trut h. Kow as JilllllCS and Jambrcs 
withstood :\l(1~eS, so do these also 1'('sist the trnth: 
men of eOl'l'upt minds, rC'jll'obJte ('oncel'lling' the 
faith. Bnt they shall pl'()('e('d lIO fl11't!H'l': for tlJ('ir 
folly ~hall be manifest unto all mell, as their's also 
,,·as.-~ Timothy 3: 1·9 . 

Roosevelt Gets the Pope's Blessing 

AT THB rcqnC'st of :.layol' J amps tIl. Curley, 
of I3o~ton, and by previous agreelllent with 

Presidellt TIoosewlt, the pope has bestowed his 
ble:-:sing UpOll the pre~ell t occupant of the United 
States presidential chair. I\' ow is the time for 
all men to put on their YeSlmellis of identifIca­
tion (2 Kings 10: 21, 22), alld very evidently 
that is what they are doing. 

Readers of The Golden Age are well aware 
from historical facts what kind of blesi"ings fol­
low these bent,dictions and will confidently look 
for a series of disappointments for .lIlr. Roose­
velt, culminating-who knows ?-in Armaged­
dOll, the crowning trouble of all history. "-e are 
indifferent about the matter, hut if the pope 
('arC's to te~t it out we cordially invite him to 
put 8\-ery kind of curse on The Golden Age that 
he lnys ill his power to nallle. 

Wl'he bl('ssiug of [.Tpho\'nhl. it mnketh rieh"; 
but the blessilJg of the pope, there is plenty of 
evidenee to pron~, ,yorks in thC' reverse direc­
tion. By the ",ay, Judge Rutheri'ord's challenge 
to the pope to appoillt his best lllan to discuss 
\yhether or not the pope in truth and in fact 
represellts Satull the Devil still remains UlUtn­

s\yered. Maybe this is the al1s\yer. 
• •• 

Badly Tangled on Who Is God 
A WIUrl'ETI ill the New York American says: 

"Pope Pius pointed out the possibility that 
\nus and the economic crisis were caused by 
\yar on God. He cited especially Russia, Spain, 
Mexico and countries of Central Europe." Pa~ 
tcntly, the writer has confused the Roman Cath­
olic church with God and speaks of it as if it 
were God. 



Why Grieve Because Italian Popes Were Nicknamed? 

WE PUBLISH below a contribution from 
one of the best comrades one could have in 

the battle for truth and righteousness, Giovanni 
De Cecca. In the World War, when truth was 
at a discount and lies were at a premium, he 
was accused of causing the entire Italian "front" 
to give way. There ,,'as not a ,yord of truth in 
it, but he was nevertheless given a sentence of 
forty years ill the Atlanta penitentiary, the reg· 
ular thing in those days. 

DE CECCA'S LETTER 

We are all willing to fight for the truth, but when we 
must go ovcr explanations on things like that we must 
work overtime without accomplishing much. 

I would like to assure you that I enjoyed the ar· 
ticles myself very much, and also all the Italian 
fricnds; they arc getting quitc used to thc expression, 
and are expressing on cycr,)' occasion, "Shame on you, 
Ambrosc!" 

1\ly pcrsonal wish is that Ambrose will not have 
very many "holy ycars", but that Christ Jesus the 
King will establish the true Holy Year, and put an 
end to this infamous system of priest-graft, popedom, 
and" Christendom". 

I am writing the present to inform you that the 
two articles published in The Golden Age ~os. 354 'Ye have no apology to offer for designating 
and 3S5 on the subject" Another 'HOllY YEAR' of the Roman Catholic church as an Italian racket. 
La Bottega del Papa" haye been highly appreciated Why apologize for telling the truth? The Italian 
among thc Italians, and they are ordcring them in people themselves have often admitted that their 
large quantities and distributing them among their church is what it is and where it is because of 
Italian fricnds. the standing which Rome once had as a world 

Thcy haye read these articles with keen interest, power. The mere fact that there have been 200 
and like vcry much your familiar cxprcssions to "Am- Italian popes and only 54 from all the other 
brose' '. They appreciatc very much your clearness 
and fearlessncss in exposing this foolish system. peoples of the world proves the point. 

But there is a little point in the first article which Nany Americans do not hesitate to express 
they rcsent, more or less, and a good many have asked their utter contempt of this great fraud that has 
me to write you about it. fastened itself on the necks of the Italian peo-

On page 421, second column, last paragraph, there pIe. They refer to the pope as a Dago; that is 
is a "slip of the tongue" or of the thought. I have because they think lightly of him and of the sys· 
tricd to cxplain to a good many your thought, but it tem which he represents. So do we. Maybe we 
was not satisfactory. Kow, what do you suppose it did not make that point sufficiently plain. 
is 1 There is a little fly in the soup. Now about this matter of nationalities. The The paragraph reads: "Thcre have been about 200 
Dago popes, 15 French, 14 Greek, 8 Syrian, 6 German, Golden Age refuses to take seriously any so-
5 Spanish, 2 Austrian, and 1 each Portuguese, Swiss, called "national lines". "God ..• hath made of 
English and Dutch." one blood all nations of men," and we hesitate 

Now, do you gct the point in this? It is quite ap- not to tease them all as occasion arises: 
parent. That "Dago" is the fly. The Italians em- Poles ("Polocks") would rather fight than eat, 
phatically want to know: Why do you say "200 Dago but they are the hardest-working people in the 
popes"1 Then you say "15 French" instcad of "15 world. Germans (Boclies) want to boss every. 
Fl'oggics", and "6 Germans" instead of "6 Huns", thing in creation, but they are the most honest 
et~ow if all others are called by nationality, the things on top of ground. French (Froggies) are 
Italians want to know, wby didn't you say" 200 Ital- the most warlike nation, but they are a model 
ian popes"1 The resrntment is caused by the fact of thrift and progress. British (John Bulls) are 
tllat you designate only the Italians by nickname, the prize diplomats of creation, but the most 
.. Dago." liberty-loving and the most dependable. Scotch 

They agree that the pope has been bad enough, but ("tighhyacls") may be the closest people, as is 
thry cannot agree that all the Italian pcople arc da- claimed, but they are the most truthful. Amer­
gocs, sincc thc word "Dago" is a contcmptuous name icans (Yanks) are the biggest braggers, but 
giyen in the United States to Italian immigrants. most dauntless. And so we could go down the 

I told those Italians who rescnted that, that prob- list, naming bad traits and good traits in every 
ably was a slip of the tonguc on the part of thc editor, nationality. 
or that he might have had refcrcnce only to the popes. 
But they would appreciate an explanation from you. We did say about the Italians that not an-

I wish myself that that word" Dago" were not there other band of men on earth could have kept the 
and appearing in contrast with other nationalities. Roman Catholic church racket going strong for 

668 
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fift<'en hundred years, anu "Te mean just that. 
'l'he Haliun has done what 110 others could ha\Te 
dOlle. Plenty of them would have been glad 
enough to do it if they could. 

And 110W "Te will i'ay some good thing's. '1'he 
Italians arc among the lwst arehit(octs, llaintC'u:, 
Sl'ltlptor~ and lllUsi~ialls of the \\'orM, Take them 

out of the building trades in ~\mcricu to(by and 
we \,;ou1d have no "great" anci 110 artist ic struc­
hues. 'nwy are natural-horn artists; evell thl:il' 
laJl,C','uage is musical; th('ir WHllc>S are musical; 
amI thnt inclmif·s the nam2 De Ce('c:t (pro­
HuuDced De Chek'kn). \'\e cUHld say lots more. 
-,J allll-'S 3: ~ . 

•• 

The Clergy~ the Strong-Arm Squacl~ and the Pre!j3 

IT IS no imaginary thillg that the i'trullg-al'lll 
squad and Big Business support thl' clergy 

in their lofty pretensions. The three \York to­
gether. In some installces Dig Business is the 
aggressor. ThiR was the ease iII the ,Yorlel \V ar. 
In his memoirs Gabriel Hanoiaux, French min­
ister of foreign affairs, nanntes ho,y the ltou:::e 
or ~\lorg-all gnar:tnteC'd to l'ut ~\nwri('a into the 
'Yor!(l '\'ar on the side of the Allit~s. 'l.'hey knew 
that tlle politieians ,yould go along "'itll thc'ir 
program, and that the clergy, WllOlll they f'.Up­
ported, would look dOlnl upon them from their 
exalted position amI bless them, and they did. 

The s]wcific job '\\'hich the DC\Til has entru:-:tcd 
to the clergy is to see to it that the true teach­
ings of the Scriptures shaHllot C:)llle to the at­
tention of the people. Error is f1'ep1y permitted, 
en-'n encouraged, but truth is strictly forbidden. 
,Ye have 213 sects in Amc·rica. They 111a:.' if'ach 
anything' they please pxcept the truth H'g'arding 
the Deyil's orgallizatioll. 

At the Summit outrages referred to on page 
(;4:3 the priest that incited the strong-ann squad 
to do his dirty ,,'ork was directly in eyidence. 
Big Business, commonly represented by the 
press, ,,'as a silent factor. The ('ditor of the 
Summit Ilerald peems to be a fair-ll1illcl(,d mall, 
not partieulady under the control of either the 
ell'l"f!:Y, the strong-arm squad or Dig BUi'il1(~ss. 
JI~ seems to want to uo what eyery newspaper 
mall onght to ,,,,ant to elo: tell the truth. 

Presa Staunchly Supports Plai;lfield Infamies 

'rhe police in PluillJil'ld are lIot inteTPstpd in 
l1m!illg' law-brpakr·rs. They v. ('11 kllow tlle loca­
tion of (oyC'ry rUlll holc', ganl11ling llladline uwl 
kt\\,(lyllou<ip ill the city. ::\ollO(ly hnt all n1)solute 
fool w(luld 1)(,1i('\'e tl1at they \\'un1d abandoll the 
SUJ)(,lTision of t110s(' sourCeS of incollle rtlH1 I'll:"!l 
out amltll1"o\\, sixty-one illlJOeellt Christian l1lP,l 

and ,yomen into prison without lJeillg onlered 

to do it I)}" the elergy. Mo,.:t ecrt<linly thi~ i:3 

what lwppPlled. 
~ow nutiee llOW Big Bnsin(':-:s stands hy i:.; 

eomrade, the f'trollg-n l'lll squad, ill SllllllO rti ~::~ 
the c1l'rgy Systl'lll responsible for this outra;,::e 
which oecuued Oil J UHf' 4. 

In its first ('dition u f .J line j ilw :-;, Y. LLn (' I in, 'I, 
said that "s0veral ~ eg)',) lLCll mid \yom:',} \\'erc 
illdlllled". This was d(,IIC tu ("l'l·de hias. Thr're 
\\'(:re jWot two ~ l'gro lllen nud no ~ (:' {.!,T 0 \YOlll.·1l 
in t he group. lIas a ?\ CgTO 110 ri.~h:~? 

rIll(=' :-:anlC papPI' said that 111(' Plai'ljjdd ,''1-

thoritiC's \\'ere '·f'.olllc\\'hat hf"';ildC'l"('ll ... t J 
11lill nC'coulllollatiolls for tll('!ll all ()H'''I1!,~;Lt. 
TLis \\'<~s dOllC', althongh it (,ll~aikd llf)l~\l>lc 
("l'owdillg. Thc' ('onrtroolll kHl to 1)(' prC",,('d ill­
to fl'ryire rlJr E'Olil(; or the }lri~;f:Jl(·r~·'" 

The "aeC'OJllIlH)dntioil~" w11ich t1l(' 1'1,'.111[\,,1<1 
authorities l)i'ln'jt1"d fOl' ~!) Chri.~tiall \, OnlP!l fur 
the ('lltirc night of Jum' ± \\,~s til,tt thi·~T nil(l',,('d 
]:2 ot 1l1Plll to sit dO'.\'l1 dnl'ill,''; the night and re­
quire(l ihe otl]('r 17 to stnlld thron~hl;nt tIle 
lli,~ht. .\t SUllIe' :-ta.'.;'c 01· ill(' gallil' ::-OIliehud~' 
lllust haye tippnl err the Ll;;/{'i ji(il1 to the IT:ll 

fa('t.~ of ,\'hat FlYlln "','.8 11(\ill~, for in b,t0l" ('(li­

tiol1s thpy withclre\y tile lit: thnt '·the ('ourtroolll 
had to he pr(',~i'(:'(l i11tO :-('r\'i(,2 for some oL the 
pl'ii'oners". 

Bnt oh~Jel"Ye )[1'. FIYI11l·~; craftill~":S .• \rL'l' 
keeping' tlieC'P y,'Ollll'l1 stalldi:l~:; all llis:-11l Ill' iT(·k 
thelll up illto ·'the c:mrtroolll" Tlrr. ::\l~\T n,\ 'l tn !ie 
fin:.::erprinlf'(l, a]](l tlWll, a11(l not mil il UW!!, t"c'~Y 
'Yl )'e nllu,vpd to 1i~\ dlJ\'.'n Oll lnnts on .. tjl'~' ('(llld­

r()om" flonr, \vlliell il11' A~llpril"m~ Inqni<.:itor (~(';l­
('ral k~.d "!"-TC1('iol::;ly" ( :) providpd 1'01" ~ht· p'·,r­
l),)C'r, TIt:· "(,(llll"tr()()lll" ,,:-; ,:~]).)n: alJegl'd iY,iS, ill 

truth. t11" (11f)n;.'~!.',i/{! i. 

Efforts :0 lnf!,w~~ ~h(! P~'ople 
T~y:')'ythil1~ i;l tl;c~ A})!f'riwl! arcount w::.s ill­

b·mle.1 to infbmC' ,11,· lniml::: of nil) p~opl~ agaj' .:'J: 
J dw,:;:1t·s \\i1l!'.''''''lli'} ,vho y;ere bring-illg to tl:Ull 
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the most important message that will ever come 
to their notice. These workers were 213 in num­
ber, not 57, as claimed in the article. It is not 
true that they were "canvassing without a per­
mit". It is not true that "none was able or will­
ing to put up the ten dollars bail demanded hy 
the police". It is not true that Jehovah's wit­
nesses are "Russelli tes". i\ or is it true that they 
are "a cult". Nor is it true that hitherto "they 
inY[uiahly left to\Yn dlen threatened by the po­
lice". Nor is it true that Policeman Flynn "01'­

dC'l'ed the arrests after several persons accosted 
011 the streets had complained". In other \vords, 
the article in the Amcrican was a tissue of false­
hoods from end to end. 

In its issue of June;) the Plainfield COl/rier­
X (,1(,S made the statement that "at eleven a,m. 
telephone complaints began pouring into police 
headquarters from irate citizens \dlOSe matuti­
nal slumbers had been disturbed by the sales­
men", It is not true that these arrests were 
hased upon complaints. 'rhe orders were from 
tl1e top do\YI1, and not from the bottom up. 

The story in the )Jew York H erald-Tribulle 
repeated ill other forms the lies that appeared 
in the Americal1. The truth that Flynn had re­
quired 17 womell to stand all night was ignored, 
but the information dishecl out to the readers 
\"as that "the women were told to sleep as best 
they could in the courtroom, which was guarded". 
Al:;:o that they "settled down for a stifling night's 
sleep this evening in every available place of in­
carceration that Plainfield's police department 
could provide". 

The Heralcl-TrivuJle, to inflame the minds of 
its readers, said, "The zealots, including sev­
eral Negroes, inyaded Plainfield soon after 
noon," Further discourtesies were intended by 
the selltence, "Sollle of them remained in the 
husiness district, ",hile others clucked do~wn side 
streets, ringing door bells." 

Attempts to Cover Up the Truth 

The IIcrald-l'rivwle concealed the fact that 
the complete list of workers with their full 
names and addresses was filed with Chief of 
Police F'lynn early in the day, but was mean 
enough to say that when their nallles had been 
asked "there was no ans\ver; not one of the 57 
ceased his mournful gaze at the lieutenant". The 
way the Herald-1'rib1l11e "covered" this outrage 
is enough to make Horace Greeley turn over in 
his grave. 

The Brooklyn EaDle contained the same mis­
information about the women prisoners' being 
put up overnight in the courtroom, made the 
sallle untrue statement that "several Negro men 
and \yomen were among the prisoners", and 
mal1e use of the same provocative and inappli­
callIe nallle "Ru~sellites". 

III its issue of June 29 the Plainfield Courie/,­
XC1CS contained the following statement, which 
is an attempt of Chief Flynn to conceal the fact 
that he compelled 17 women to stand all night. 
I1l this statcment lie tfies to mahe it appear that 
1cliat he did the next day, after they had stood 
all 'lliqht, u'as done on the day of their arrest. 
This itrm says, "The Chief said he made every 
effort to make the prisoners as comfortable as 
possible. He secured 2G chairs from a local un­
dertaker for the accommodation of the women 
and allowed them to send out for anything they 
desired," 

In its editorial of July 1 the Plainfield Cou­
l'ier-Nelcs says that the radio broadcasts by the 
witnesses of Jehovah of what took place in 
Plainfield were "dramatic misrepresentations". 
This is not true. r:rhese broadcasts were and are 
the exact truth, and this has been aclmo\dedged 
by some of Plainfield's O\vn police. 

N or is it true that George RossieI' "hurled a 
pamphlet at Judge De Meza's head during the 
trial". Anybody who says that this copy of 
Goldell Age No. 3;')8, which a tortured man pre­
sented to Judge De l\leza to read and for which 
Judge De Meza gaye him three months' addi­
tional sentence in prison, was intended to be 
thrown in Judge De Meza's face tells what is 
not true. All together, he gave this innocent man 
five months in prison and a fine of $100. 

We observe that having momentarily sup­
pressed free speech and the free exercise of re­
ligion in Plainfield, Chief Flynn, with other po­
lice chiefs and representatives of the Blizabeth 
chamber of commerce, is seeking the extension 
of his illegal acts over the whole of Union coun­
ty. 

The Same Principles Discernible at Elgin 
In its issue of ~ray 22 the Bigin Courier-News 

manifests the same disposition to stand by the 
strong-arlll squad in the support of the preten­
sicms of those who bestow their blessings on 
them from above as \ve saw exemplified in the 
press accounts of the Plainfield tragedy. 

The headline says, "360 Gospel Canvassers 
Ousted on Police Orders." They were not ousted. 



JULY 19. 1033 
The GOLDEN AGE G71 

They finished their work in Elgin to the last 
house, the same as they did in Plainfield. After 
360 workers had gone into action carlier in the 
day an additional list or 170 workers was pre­
sented to the mayor around three o'c·lock in the 
afternoon. lIow does it cOllie that the COllricl'­
]"C1I'S kno,\'s nothing about this? 

The statement in the COllrier-Xelcs is further 
in error in the declaration that "the three lead­
ers of the group brought a petition to police 
headquarters and inquired if they might get u 
perlllit to spread the gospel". They asked no 
I'u('h permission. Who could give a permit to 
ullyhody to do sel'yice for J ehoyuh God which 
lie has definitely commanded to be dOlle~ 

'l'he oft-repeated statements that law-abiding, 
God-fearing men and ,,'omen, American citizens, 
Illinois citizens and taxpayers, were or could be 
"roHllClec1 up and ordered out of the city", not 
only were nntrne, but were silly. We haye not 
(,Ollle to that yet, and we are not coming to it. 
'l'hat is flat, and it is the truth. 

'Yith due regard for all, rights u.:ill be ex­
en:i.','cd. Americans and those who fear J ehoyah 
God would do \Yell to de:-;ert all three branches 
of the Devil's organization and to come squarely 

over 011 the side of J ehoyah God before it is too 
late, and the storm of Armageddon bursts in all 
its fury upon them. 

A report on the occurrence at Elgin says: 
"The mayor and his "'ire apparently were ob­
sessed, particularly his wife. She stood out in 
the street screaming, saying- we were racketeers 
and ('rooks alld heaped all the abuse that :-;he 
could upon :JlcCormick and myself as we pre­
sellted the second list to the mayor." 

The lady \yas misbke.n; we call oyerlook that. 
The man \yas ltli::;bkell, too. He is snpposed to 
know better. Before 11e is through WIth it, he 
will. . . . 

Reeping Up '''lith the Joneses 

O~ APl1IL 15 the pope \Yore a costly mantle 
of \\'hite silk embellished \yith threads of 

solid gold, and 011 his head \yas the pricelpss 
triple tiara. The next day he had nineteen ca1'­
dimds to help him celebrate the mass. '''hen 
his turn came he retired to ltis fixed throlle. amI 
drank the sacrament through a calamus (hollow 
reed) of gold. Do you remember where Christ 
did something like that? 

THE suhseription list of The GOLDEN AGE* COll­

tinues to grow. In these times of stress The GOLDE~ A(;I<j 

is increasingly apprcC'iated as a low-cost magazine carrying 

all the essential current information desired by the ayerage 

indiyidual, as well as hringing a message of comfort and 

hopC'. not based upon mere human speculation, but upon 

the ullchangeable Word of Jehovah God. 

THE GOLDE~ AGE, 
117 Adams St., Brooklyn, i\. 1. 

Enclosed find money order for $1.00 
(Canada $1.23) for which send me 
The GOLJDEN AGE for one year. 

Name .. _ ............. _ .................... _ ............... _ ... _ ............ .. 

Addrcss .................................. _ ......... _ .......... _ .......... _ 

~'Bi\\'eekly 

TIlE GOLDE~ AGE, 
117 Admns St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Please send me 40 eopi{'s of GOLDEN 
AGE No. 361, for which I enclose 
$1.00 (Canada $1.25). 

Nalne ........... _ .......... _ ................................... _ ................ _ 
Address _ ... _ .... _ ... _._ ............ _ ........ _ ................ _ .... _ 



Latest concerning Judge Rutherford's forthcoming lecture. We have just received authority before going to press to make 
the following announcement: 

THE PEOPLE OF PLAINFIELD 
and vicinity are cordially invited to hear 

RELIGIOUS 

INTOLERANCE 
WHY PRACTICED NOW 

? 
• 

an address by 

Jud 
in person 

Sunday, July 30 
3 o'clock 

STRAND THEATER 
Plainfield, N. J. 

All Seats Free No Collection 




