ahe GOlden Age

A JOURNAL OF FACT HOPE AND COURAGE

H T
in this issue
THE WORLD’S LANGUAGES
ASSORTED ITEMS
HARDSHIPS AMONG MINERS
PAY ROLL OF R.F.C.
BOOM OF SCHWANENKIRCHEN
OBEDIENCE IN FACE OF DANGER
AN M.D. ON ALUMINUM

every other
WEDNESDAY

=== —— =

five cents a copy
one dollar a year
Canada & Foreign 1.25

Vol. XIV - No. 344
November 23, 1932



ONTENTS

LABOR AND ECONOMICS

Increased Unemployment in Europe 109
The Depression in Arizona . . . 109

SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL
Tue WorLD's LaNcUuaGges . . . 99
AssorTED ITEMS . . . 109
Jesuits May Not Teqch in Spnn . 109
Boys Better; Girls Worse . ., . 111
Submarine Disasters Since War . 113

Wild Boys in America Soon . 114
Self-Sustaining Relief in Canada . 115
More than One Pereent Right . 116
MANUFACTURING AND MINING
Canada Again Second on Gold . . 109
River of Electrie Bulbs . . 114

HarpsHips AmoxngsT CoAL MI\ms 116

FINANCE—COMMERCE~TRANSPORTATION
The House of Lords . 109

2,000,000 Bushels via Hudson Bay 109
Militarism Retards Aviation 111
Ameriean Trade Goes to Britain . 113
Electrification of Pennsylvania . 113
Big Business During World War . 114
Great Lakes Seaports . . 115

Pay Roi1 or RospeEry FINANCE

Luckenbach’s Affidavit on Silver . 113
United States Chamber of Commerece 114

AGRICULTURE AND HUSBANDRY

World's Largest Plow . . . . . 110
Return to Farms in Canada . . . 110
Money in Raising Weol . . . . 113

Package Bees from the South . . 114
Blessing Hidden in a Flood . 114

SCIENCE AND INVENTION

Growing Plants in Chemiecally
Fed Water . . . . 110
Cunard Coal and 011 M 1\ture .. 110
Mapping the Floor of the Ocean . 113

HOME AND HEALTH
Uses of a Lemon . . . 109
500 Children Foohshly Bllnded . 109
Teeth of Eskimos Giving Way . . 110
Sight Restored After Twenty Years 110
M.D.’s EXPERIENCE WITH ALUMINUM 126

TRAVEL AND MISCELLANY

18,523 Hotels in U. 8. and Canada 109
Veterans’ (leneral Counsel Resigns 115
A Flourishing Lottery Business . 116

CORPORATION . . R ¥ RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY
Tue Booi or SChWA\IENhIRCHL\I 118 The God of Salem G. Bland . 112
Spasmodie Sanetity in Canada . 112
POLITICAL—DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN The Sunday Morning Disturbers . 115
‘What Christ Would Find . . ., 111 Insure Your Soul for Two Bits . 118
German Reparations . . . . . 112 OBEDIENCE IN THE FacE or DanGer 122

Published every other Wednesday at 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N, Y.,
WOODWORTH, KNORR & COWARD
Copartners and Proprietors Address: 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., U. 8. A.

U. 8, A, by

CLAYTON J. WOODWORTH  Editor B. J. COWARD Business Manager
NATHAN H. KNORR Secretary and Treasurer

Five CENTS A Cory—81.00 A YEAR MAKFE REMITTANCES TO0 THE GOLDEN AGE
Notice to Subserbers: For your own safety, remit by postal or express money order.
We do not, as a rule, send acknowledzment of a renewal or a new subscription,
Renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) is sent with the journal one month
before the subscription expires. Change of address, when requested, may be expected
to appear on address label within one month.
Publiched also in Esperanto, Finnish, German, Japanese, Norwegian, Polish, Swedish.
OFFICES IN OTHER COUNTRIES

British . ... ..., ..., 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, England
Canadian . . . ... ..... 40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada
Australasian . . . . .. 7 Beresford Rd., Strathfield, N. 8. W, Australia
South African . .. ., .. .. .,. 6 Lelie Street, Cape Town, South Africa

Entered as second-class matter at Brooklyn, N, Y., under the Act of March 3, 1879.



dhe (GOlden Age

Volume XIV

Brooklyn, N. Y., Wednesday, November 23, 1932

Number 344

The World’s Languages

ANGUAGE is a means of communication
between intelligent persons or creatures.

It is the vehicle of thought or of ideas. It may
be either vocal or signified in other ways. Bas-
ically, however, language means speech, and has
to do with the spoken word and thought rather
than the representation of the thought in some
other form. When these words and thoughts
are represented by marks upon paper, stone or
some other medium, we have another form or
expression of the language, but the basis of such
signs and symbols usually is the spoken word.

This thought is conveyed in the word “lan-
guage” itself, which is derived from the Latin
lingua, meaning the tongue. There are in exist-
ence some fairly complete sign languages, con-
sisting of gestures made by means of the hands
or otherwise. Among the Indian tribes of
America there are a number of vocal languages;
but there is but one universal sign language
among them, by means of which they can com-
municate with tribes they would not otherwise
understand.

There are three or four thousand languages
in the world. One authority indexes 6,760 named
tongues and systems of writing. The greatest
diversity of languages is found among savage
tribes, such as live in Afriea, Australia, and
the East Indies. There is also a great variety
of languages among the American Indians and
Eskimos. Among the more civilized peoples
languages are more permanent and uniform,
being preserved in written records. Large ecom-
munities bound together in mutual interests
preserve the general form of the language
through constant intercourse, whereas among
the savage tribes isolation of one small group
from another tends to create differences and
accentuate them.

In Asia there are more than 900 languages,
in Europe 600, in Africa 275, and in America
1600, but not all of these languages are printed.
In Europe, only 34 languages are printed and
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officially recognized, the rest being merely dia-
lectal differences or ancient forms of speech
preserved by small communities, the members
of which are as a rule able to read and speak
one of the 34 printed languages.

The confusion of languages which took place
at Babel has continuéd since, and languages
have appeared and disappeared in constant
succession. Hence we have with us today the
remains of many dead languages which are pre-
served only in records of stone or parchment
or some other medium.

The Goths, the Greeks and the Latins of
Europe in the early dawn of history spoke lan-
guages no longer used except for cultural and
scholastic purposes, and if some early Latin
should make his appearance among us today
and hear the most fluent speaker of that ancient
tongue he would be unable to understand a
word. If the same Latin scholar should, how-
ever, write down on paper the words he used,
the ancient user of that language would stand a
better chance of grasping his meaning.

Philologists with evolutionistic leanings have
tried to demonstrate that originally man had
no language other than grunts and growls, and
that gradually, after millions of years, he
learned to make distinctions in his grunts and
growls, so that a short growl or a high-pitched
grunt began to have some particular kind of
meaning, and so gradually mankind learned to
speak and to talk of the stars and the depths
of the sea, of life and of death, of truth and of
goodness, and of an infinite number of things
of interest.

But this idea is so preposterous that even
scientists, who unhappily seem more prone to
wild speculation than the ordinary mortal, have
largely abandoned the idea. They either give
up hope of ever finding out the origin of lan-
guage and speech or they accept what shou'd
have been accepted at the outset, the Bible's
assurance that originally God created man en-
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dowed with the gift of speech, and that subse-
quently the confusion of languages took place
because mankind turned away from God.

So far from the present-day languages’ hav-
ing arisen from a lower level, the opposite is
found to be the case. The ancient languages,
now preserved only in written form, are more
complete in their forms than those of modern
times. The further back we trace the languages
of the race, the more heautifully clear and per-
fect they are found to be.

Sources of Languages

The immediate origin of certain languages,
such as French, German, Dutch, Spanish, is not
hard to trace, but the problem of the relation-
ship of all languages one to another, and their
origins and sources, is so complex and involved
that scholars are able to arrive at only a very
partial conclusion on the subject.

It is known, for instance, that the languages
of Spain, Portugal, France, Italy and some oth-
er countries are mainly of Latin origin; and
it is also generally conceded that Sanskrit,
Greek, Latin and many other European lan-
guages, together with some in western Asia,
have a common source, Sanskrit being the most
ancient of a large family of languages.

On the other hand, there are many languages
about whose source there is no definite knowl-
edge or even a hypothesis. For the most part
philologists have looked for origins in India
and western Asia, but much uncertainty still
exists even in the minds of scholars as to the
exact beginnings of modern languages.

Constant Change

Whatever may be uncertain in this matter of
languages and their relationship one to another,
one thing is most definitely established: that
there is a constant change going on. As a re-
sult, books written a few hundred years ago in
the best language of the time, or presumably the
best, are today not altogether intelligible, and
we have need of glossaries and dictionaries to
aid us in understanding just what was meant
by the writers. Shakespeare and other authors
of his time serve as an example. Most of the
editions of Shakespeare issued today have copi-
ous footnotes to aid the reader in understand-
ing what he wrote.

Changes in language are due first of all to
carelessness in the pronunciation of words, so
that in time they acquire a decidedly different
form. Changes also result from the wrong use
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of words. This in certain instances has brought
about a complete change in meaning. An illus-
tration in point is the word let, which at one
time meant to hinder, while today it means ex-
actly the opposite, not to hinder. Numerous in-
stances of such changes might be mentioned.
They all go to show the tendency of mortal crea-
tures to do things inaccurately, imperfectly, and
the result is constant misunderstanding and
disagreement. I'urther, groups of people who
at one time had the same language have grad-
ually drifted apart in mutual understanding,
and the result has been a number of languages
where formerly but one existed.

Such a process of separation we see taking
place among the Scandinavian people, with lan-
guages so similar that they could easily be com-
bined into one, but where national prejudices
are tending toward separation and consequent
accentuation of differences.

To preserve a language in its original form
without change or addition is a practical im-
possibility, and, it might be said, an undesirable
proposition. Where peoples grow and expand
in their activities and enlarge their fields of
thought and observation, new words and varia-
tions of old words are both necessary and de-
sirable. No doubt man has been given the ability
to naturally and easily increase the scope of
language to meet his growing requirements.

Where this is not done the result is a failure
to progress. A people may even retrogress, or
go backward, and lose much of the scope and
depth of their language through failure to
maintain the standards and ideals to which they
have attained, and their language become pro-
portionately impoverished.

Philologists say that the language of each
people reflects its history, its environment, its
development; and this is undoubtedly true. Ad-
ditionally, the language of a people, the words
and forms that predominate in it, reflect the
attitude and character of that people. In the
Semitic languages the use of the metaphor is
common, indicating that these peoples are given
to the use of picturesque and figurative lan-
guage, illustrating their thoughts and ideas
most interestingly from nature.

The Indo-Iluropean languages, on the other
hand, are said to be more philosophie, especial-
ly as represented in their higher literature. Un-
fortunately, however, the Kuropeans do not
seem to have gotten very far with their philos-
ophy.
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The needs of the people play a large part in
determining the form and style of the language
used. For common, everyday and practical ends,
a common and practical language is developed.
People concerned largely with the business of
making a living are not particularly concerned
with the style and finish of their speech.

“You know what I mean,” sums up their
philosophy of the matter. The fact, neverthe-
less, remains, that very often others do not
know exactly what they mean, and they expe-
rience considerable difficulty in making them-
selves clearly understood in matters that lie
outside of the more common phases of life.

The number of words at the command of an
individual is said to be his vocabulary. The
vocabulary of each human creature, in all prob-
ability, differs in some degree from that of
every other human creature. In a sense, there-
fore, each man has his own language, and his
own way of expressing himself.

While the extent of a man’s vocabulary may
not be an index of his intelligence, it is a fair
gauge of his mental equipment. One six-year-
old boy was found to use more than 2600 words.
A Swedish peasant, according to careful inves-
tigation, possesses at least ten times that many
words.

American college students show an average
vocabulary of something less than 60,000. On
the other hand, those who cannot boast of an
elaborate education need not therefore plead
guilty to a limited vocabulary. Many savage
tribes make use of a large variety of words,
totaling as high as 30,000.

Nations having constant contact with each
other inevitably influence each others’ languag-
es. No language is frce from foreign elements.
As a simple illustration, the names of animals
as used by other peoples are adopted by a na-
tion if that animal is not known at home, such
as kangaroo, zebra, and aard-vark.

Of the many languages spoken in the world,
it will be possible to consider only the most
prominent, and some of the more unique and
interesting, The language that has been termed
the eldest language of the Indo-Germanic
tongues is Sanskrit. The discovery of this lan-
guage, now no longer spoken, made possible a
great advance in knowledge.

The similarity of this ancient language to the
classical languages, though there is a wide dif-
ference in geographic location, made it clear
that Latin was not a Greek dialect, but a sister
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language derived from a common parent. Of
the Sanskrit it is said that it is the richest of
all languages. Its words are most harmonious
in sound and sense and in the way they combine
one with another. The beautiful language of
Greece pictures but faintly the grandeur of
Sanskrit, though related to it.

Latin, also a member of this language family,
is coarser and sterner far, and represents still
less of the beauty of the original unknown par-
ent language of which Sanskrit is the elder,
and the noblest offspring. No other language is
as rich, regular and systematic as the Sanskrit,
nor does any other language have an alphabet
that so accurately expresses its sounds.

Closely related to this remarkable language is
the language spoken by the Gypsies, the same
the world over, though they are scattered
among numerous nations. The similarity of the
language of the Gypsies to Sanskrit made it
certain that their origin was not Egyptian, as
had been universally supposed, but that they
came originally from India.

The present languages of Hindustan, approx-
imately thirty all together, are degenerate
forms of Sanskrit and have lost much of its
beauty. Sanskrit was a spoken language some
1500 years before Christ. It is now preserved
only in the Vedas, the sacred books of India.

Indo-Germanic

Indo-Germanie is the name given to a family
of languages which stretches from the south of
the Indian peninsula to the most western bounds
of Kurope. Earlier writings refer to the family
as Indo-Kluropean, but the objection to this
term was that not all European nor all Indian
languages are members of this family, and that
some languages found neither in Kurope nor in
India are members of it. Consequently the term
Indo-Germanic has been selected as denoting
the terminal links in the chain, without attempt-
ing to define or suggest its geographiecal extent.
Turkish, Hungarian, Basque, Lapp and Finnish
are not members of the Indo-Germanie family
of languages.

The Indo-Germanic languages have spread
over the vast territory stretching from the
mouth of the Ganges to the British Isles and
Scandinavia, and thence to the Americas. They
comprise the Sanskrit, Zend, Old Persian, Greek,
Latin, Lettic, Slavonie, German and Keltic
families of tongues, all having remarkable re-
semblances and similarities.
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One writer says, “There is indeed a wonder-
fully scientific and artistic unity of plan in the
structure of the Indo-European type of lan-
guages, as also in that of the Semitic: and the
argument is conclusive from the unity of anal-
ogies here, as in nature, to unity of authorship,
and that authorship divine.”

Indo-Germanic langunages are distinguished
by the inflectional changes in the form of the
root words, as illustrated in the following ex-
ample: beauty, the noun; beautiful, the adjec-
tive; beaulifully, the adverb; beautify, the verb,
present tense; beautified, the past tense of the
verb; and so on.

1t is difficult for some of us to imagine a lan-
guage in which there are no such variations of
form and where each word has its own unalter-
able form, unrelated in form or struecture to
other words of similar or allied meaning.

Yet there are such languages, as, for instance,
the Chinese, in which each word has but one
syllable, and stands by itself, having no related
words of similar but modified form. In Chinese
a change in thought or tense is indicated by a
change in the arrangement of the words or a
change in the pitch in which a word is spoken.

The Indo-Germanic languages also have suf-
fixes and prefixes which modify the mecaning of
words, but no such arrangement is observed in
Chinese, where modification of meaning must
be expressed by the use of additional words or
entirely different words. These suffixes and pre-
fixes, while they may be added to a large variety
of words, have no meaning when standing by
themselves. Pre itself is an example, as in
prevent, preserve, present and preside.

In this respect the Indo-Germanic languages
differ from langunages that are called “aggluti-
native”, of which Turkish is an example, in
which words are linked together, sometimes in
a long string, to form other words of different
or extended meaning, an arrangement which is
met with in Knglish to some extent, as in man-
fully, carelessness. In Chinese, however, even
this simple method of word formation is not
employed. Iach syllable stands separate and
distinet and makes no connection with other
syllables, but expresses a complete, fixed, un-
varying idea.

It is interesting, too, to note that in the Indo-
Germanic languages compound words are fre-
quently met with, such as schoolliouse, upstairs
and cornerstone, a peculiarity which is not
found in lJanguages outside of this group. There
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is in some of them but little distinction between
the verb and the noun, and others have lost or
are losing their inflection, and are beginning to
resemble Chinese in that the meaning of a word
must frequently be determined by the context.
An example of this in KEnglish would be the
word “bear”, which when pronounced does not
show whethier a verb or a noun or an adjective
(bare) is meant, unless circumstance or context
makes the meaning clear.

Greek

In the front rank of the Indo-Germanic lan-
guages is Greek, which has made 1ts influence
widely felt and which has spread far beyond
the narrow confines of the little country that
saw its origin. The domain of this language in-
creased as the military power of Greece con-
uered the world, and it became coextensive
with the colonies of that busy people. The pro-
nunciation of Modern Greek is entirely differ-
ent from the ancient language, so that the writ-
er of the ancient classics would be unable to un-
derstand the modern Greek though he would
probably have little difficulty in reading his
newspaper. Greek has been used continuously
for 2700 years.

The claim is often made that Greek is the
most nearly perfect of languages. Some stu-
dents aver that classic Greek even surpassed the
Sanskrit in the variety and exactness of its
forms and in phonctic beauty. The Greek in
which the originals of the New Testament were
written was the language spoken by the com-
mon people, rather than that used by the
learned.

Latin

It was at one time believed that Latin was
a dialect of Greek, but subsequent studies have
made it certain that this is not the case. It is
a sister language, having a common parentage
with Greek and with the older Sanskrit. Al-
though in respect to time Latin historically
comes after Greek, yet it has exercised a wider
influence in the dominant nations of earth.

The triumph of Rome over the nations of the
world was naturally followed by the expansion
of Roman influence, literature and language. It
spread over France and the Spanish peninsula,
over vast stretches of what is now Germany,
and further to the English isles and the Scan-
dinavian peninsula in the far north, sweeping
everything before it.
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As preserved today in numerous books and
records, Latin represents the speech, not of the
common people of the Augustan age, but of the
élite and the learned. The characteristics of
Latin are gravity, strength and energy.

It may be said that Latin, which was the dom-
inant language of the world for so long a time,
is still the most influential of languages. When
it is recognized that the languages of Italy,
France, Spain, Portugal and some other coun-
tries are derived directly from the Latin, and
that English has a large percentage of Latin in
its vocabulary, it will be seen how widely dif-
fused is this ancient tongue as represented in
its modern dialects, which have gained the sta-
tus of languages.

Spanish is spoken in all of South America
and Central America; English is the langunage
of all of North America, of Australia, of por-
tions of Africa, and the official language of
India, and is now becoming the secondary lan-
guage of many countries the world over.

Latin, too, is preserved in the law books of
England and America, which are replete with
Latin formulas. Doctors and pharmacists the
world over use Latin in their business, whether
for good or ill; botanists and students of every
shade and hue find some use for the old Latin
language, and the books of writers of note un-
til modern times were all written in Latin, and
can be fully appreciated by those only who can
read them in their original form.

In Europe Latin is far more common than in
America, and it is easily acquired by students
of nations who trace the descent of their lan-
guage to the Latin. Latin has been proposed
as the official secondary language of the world,
but in the minds of many persons there must be
an involuntary distaste for a language which
has been the instrument of one of the most pre-
dacious of nations and the most predacious of
churches.

Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, French

Italian is the modern form of the ancient
Latin, its most direct descendant. It is spoken
by approximately 45,000,000 people. Its use in
matters musical is a matter of common knowl-
edge. The Italians are as proud of their lan-
guage as most other people are of theirs, al-
though why anyone should be proud of the par-
ticular language he has happened to fall heir
to is rather difficult to determine,
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All languages today are certainly corruptions
of more ancient forms, and even these, it would
be well to remember, are in their diversity
marks of divine displeasure, Jehovah’s judg-
ment upon the ambitious scheme of haughty
men.

In Italy a vigorous campaign is being carried
on to purge the Italian language of all foreign
words. There is a tax levied on all hotels, shops,
stores, ete., which display signs written in any
language other than Italian. The papers pro-
pose to banish foreign words altogether.

Spanish is widely diffused, being spoken in
large stretches of territory in the Western
Hemisphere. More than 55,000,000 people use
the Spanish tongue. Of all living languages
Spanish is said to be the most majestic in sound
and movement. Portuguese, closely related to
Spanish, is spoken by 30,000,000 people. Some
say it is even more beautiful and musical than
Spanish. Brazil is the only South American
country which does not speak the Spanish lan-
guage. Portuguese is the language there used.

French is spoken by 60,000,600 people, and
after a fashion by a good many more. French
is one of the official languages of Switzerland,
which, having no language of its own, makes
use of German, Italian and French. French is
also the official language of Belgium, which was
at one time half Dutch and half French, but
where the Dutch language is being crowded out
by the French.

French may be called the ‘polite’ language. It
is considered beautiful and precise. Some of the
most beautiful passages in all literature have
been written in French, and undoubtedly some
of the most ugly. French is a pleasing repro-
duction of the old Latin. It has a smaller mix-
ture of other elements than the Spanish, and
more than the Italian. There are something
like four hundred and fifty root words, with
many derivatives and compound words, of di-
rect German origin.

French has modified English to some extent,
by its effect upon the Latin elements in that
language and by direet introduction into it of
many French words. On the other hand, French
is making use of many English terms, and is
gradually absorbing them into the language,
sometimes with laughable modification of sound,
as in “kneekerbookers”.

The World War and the popularity of Lind-
bergh have both contributed to the addition of
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English words to the French language. The
Acadians in the Evangeline countryside spoke
the French language almost exclusively until
very recent time, but it is now being replaced
by the use of English, the langunage of the rest
of Canada.

In France, as in many other countries, there
is a wide gulf between the speech of the edu-
cated classes and that of the rest of the popula-
tion. In fact, the disparily is said to be so pro-
nouneced as to constitute them almost different
languages. A university teacher of France re-
cently listening to a group of Parisian workmen
(not foreign) could not understand them!

German, Russian, Slav, and Others

Most noted of the Germanic tongues, aside
from English, is German. Before the war it was
considered a comparative necessity to the edu-
cated man to have a knowledge of German. It
was and is important culturally and eommer-
cially. It is the language in which the discov-
eries and guesses of some of the world’s most
noted scientists, philosophers and thinkers are
recorded.

Deutsch, the name by which the Germans call
themselves, allied to the name “Teutons”, is de-
rived from the Gothic thiuda, meaning “nation”.
It is similar to the word “Gentile”. The present
form of the High German became fixed when
Luther employed it in his translation of the
Bible, which is still recognized as the standard
version in Germany.

German is spoken by approximately 90,000,-
000 people, and understood by perhaps 20,000,-
000 more. It is not as widely studied as before
the war. In England this is notably the case.
It was found that British students, in choosing
the language they would study, preferred
French to German by 13 to 1. In Poland stu-
dents forced a restaurant owner to change his
German sign to Polish, by filling his restaurant
and ordering nothing but water. When the sign
was finally changed they all came and ordered
big dinners.

Other Teutonic languages are Duteh, Danish,
Norwegian, Swedish, Icelandic and Finnish.
Dutch is spoken in the Netherlands and the
northern part of Belgium. In the latter country
it is called Flemish, but it differs little from
Holland Dutch. The proper name is Nether-
lands, and not Duteh, the latter name being a
corruption of Deutsch, which means German,
The language of the Netherlands is very similar
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to the German, and inhabitants of either counn-
try can learn the langunage of the other with
comparatively little effort.

The Boers in South Africa also speak Dutch,
but, they being separated from their native
land by so great a distance, differences have
developed which have constituted South Afri-
can Dutch practically a separate language. Ad-
ditionally, Dutch is spoken in Dutch Guiana,
and it is also the official language of the Dutch
East Indies. It is estimated that some 15,000,-
000 people speak the language.

Danish, Icelandie, Norwegian and Swedish
are much alike, and it would seem that these
countries would be mutually benefited by striv-
ing for uniformity rather than stressing minor
differences. These languages are descended
from the Urnordisk. Iceland is striving to keep
alive the Old Norse.

Kindred to Anglo-Saxon and Old Norse is the
Friesie or Frisian language once spoken gen-
erally on the Elbe, along the northern shore of
Germany and of the Netherlands and in south-
ern Denmark. All together there are now about
30,000 or 40,000 people who speak this interest-
ing dialeet, in which are found many similar-
ities to English. An energetic society of scholars
has held periodical congresses and otherwise
encouraged the study and use of the language.

Lithuanian, of all the living languages most
antique in its forms, is of great value to the
etymologist. It resembles the Sanskrit, Greek
and Latin, and serves as an interpreter of many
words in other languages whose relationship to
the history of language would not otherwise be
understood. On the shores of the Baltic sea
the Lithuanians, like the Ieelanders, have been
outside of the path of emigration, and thus
their language has suffered little change and
preserves remarkably its original character.

Slavonic Languages

This group of languages comprises the Serbs
and Croats, the Slovenians or Jugo-Slavs, the
Bulgarians, Czechs, Slovaks, Serbo-Lusatians,
Poles and Russians. Russian, originally an
Indo-Germanic language, has a large vocabu-
lary not derived from the Indo-Germanic source.

The Slavonic languages cover a large portion
of Europe and Asia and spread even into North
America. The Russian is the most extensive of
the Slavonic languages, and is with the Servian
the most harmonious of all.
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While these languages agree remarkably with
Greek, the resemblance of the Russian to the
Latin is very noticeable. All of them have, in
fact, a considerable element of Latin in them,
though for the most part they make use of
Greek characters in writing.

There is considerable similarity between Rus-
sian and Polish, so much that each can read the
other’s language with a little effort. The Rus-
gian, too, ecan quite easily comprehend the
ancient Bulgarian. There are 37 letters in the
Russian alphabet, but two of them are not often
used. The Bolshevik minister having abolished
the use of the useless hard sign and ye and v,
the Russian is now considered the best phonetic
language of Europe.

The Russians are, as a rule, the best natural
linguists, their language having, it is said, the
splendor of the Spanish, the vivacity of I'rench,
the strength of German, the tenderness of Ital-
ian, and the richness and powerful conciseness
of Greek and Latin.

Russians, having a real admiration for Amer-
ican efficiency, though not for American polit-
ical institutions, have coined some interesting
words for everyday use, among them fordizat-
2ia, which might by us be rendered “Fordiza-
tion”. It signifies efficiency, standardization of
labor, mass production. They also have ameri-
kanizatzia, which you can figure out for your-
self, as well as “shtorm”, “briz,” “visky,” “bif-
steks,” “rostbif” and “puding”.

A campaign has been launched in Russia
which may result in a great influx of school-
boys to that “happy” land. This campaign fa-
vors the scrapping of all grammatical rules. Just
how Russia hopes to have a uniform language
in all parts of its wide domain without some
grammatical standards is not quite clear. A
practical argument in favor of the proposition
is that it would result in a saving of $10,000,000
a year, which is something.

The Servian, Croatian and Slovenian lan-
guages are included under the general title of
Servian or Illyrian. One writer remarks, “When
written in the Cyrillic character, as by those of
the Greek church, it is called Servian; but when
written in the Latin alphabet, as by the Roman
Catholies, it is called Illyrian: so much do men
like names and fight for mere words.” The Ser-
vians break down old words quite readily and
reduce them to the pleasantest and easiest
forms, so that the language is rich in vowels
and very musical to the ear,
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Here and There

Now as to other parts of the globe. The mul-
tiplicity of languages makes it impossible to
mention even all the more important. But look-
ing here and there we find a few more items of
general interest. As already mentioned, there
is a great variety of languages in the Ameri-
cas. These are the languages of the original
Americans, not of those who moved here from
Europe. The Indian languages are many and
varied and entirely divergent one from another,
though they may be classified under one head,
and be called a family of languages, because
they show a general relationship. The main
divisions of these many languages amount to
51 in South America and 56 in North America.

There are three main divisions of the Semitic
family of languages. They are the Hebrew, the
Aramean and the Arabic. Hebrew is the lan-
guage of the Jews, being used by them from the
days of Moses until the time of Nehemiah, after
which it experienced many modifications and
changes. Hebrew is now being revived in its
purity, being used and taught in Palestine as
the accepted language of the Jews who have
returned there. It is the language in which the
Old Testament scriptures were originally writ-
ten.

An attempt is being made in Jerusalem to
modernize Hebrew by the printing of a Hebrew
supplement in Latin characters in an English
weekly paper.

Arabic is a language of considerable impor-
tance and wide influence. The Koran and the re-
ligion of Mohammed, which enlisted the aid of
the sword in making converts, made Arabic one
of the world’s great languages. It is rich in
words and grammatical forms and is said to be
adapted for business as well as for society and
abstract subjects: A number of dialects have
developed from the original Arabic, which, how-
ever, do not differ more from the original than
French and Roumanian do from the Latin, In
writing Arabic, vowels are not represented.

There is a close relationship between Ara-
mean and Hebrew, Kemuel, a nephew of Abra-
ham, is called the father of Aram, in Genesis
22:21, and Jacob is referred to as an Aramean,
in Deuteronomy 26:5 (R.V., margin). Syriac is
one of its chief dialects. It is probable that the
native tongue of Jesus was the Galilean dialect
of Aramaic (Aramean), widely used in Pales-
tine in His day.
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Other Language Groups

There are still other families or groups of
languages, all having subdivisions. These
groups are Hamitie, Chinese, Turanian, Mongo-
lian, Central African, South African, and oth-
ers. In the African Sudan there is a perfect
babel of languages. There are no books of any
kind, and no teachers. The intonations of each
word determine the meaning, and a wrong in-
tonation often completely changes the sense. In
one of the tribes seven different tones are used.

It is said that the Hausa Negroes of the
Sudan, a highly developed people, speak “the
most beautiful language in the world”. How-
ever, as this claim has been made for other lan-
guages as well, we shall have to take this state-
ment with a grain of salt. Their language is
very euphonious and represents in reality a
mixture of many tongues, which has been com-
pared to a mosaic of varicolored stones. The
beautiful and singular sounds of the Hausa
tongue are used by 20,000,000 Africans.

Chinese, as previously mentioned in this ar-
ticle, is one of the most unique and singular of
languages. Itisin a class by itself. Every word
has just one syllable, and is represented by a
distinct and separate sign and not by a group
of signs or letters with phonetic values. While
each sign represents a word, the piteh in which
it is spoken determines its exact meaning when
spoken. Thus various characters may represent
a word pronounced in the same way, but at a
different pitch to denote the meaning.

It is claimed that Chinese is the oldest of
writing systems, and while adequate for the
early history of the people, it has limited the
growth of the spoken language. The Chinese
have, however, managed to collect a vocabulary
of 80,000 words, although many of these are
now obsolete.

While they have a common written language,
there is no standard spoken tongue, as the
400,000,000 subjects of the vast empire use a
large number of variations in sound and ar-
rangement of the written language. Thus edu-
cated Chinamen from different parts of the
country ean converse with each other, as a rule,
only by means of pencil and paper, or by writ-
ing in the sand with a stick. They would never
understand each other otherwise.

Chinese has no alphabet, of course, though an
effort is made now to represent the language in
a modern way, both by selecting a number of
characters from the thousands of Chinese word
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symbols and by using the Roman alphabet for
the purpose.

In Japan a language is spoken which some
students say resembles the Hebrew rather than
the Chinese, though the resemblance, we may be
sure, is not very great. The system of writing
used by the Japanese represents, not the idea
or the word, as in Chinese, nor the sound, as
in Kuropean languages, but the syllables. Thus
a number of signs may be required to denote
a word, and the same signs appear in different
arrangements to express a different thought or
represent a different word. The Japanese have
many Chinese words in their language, and the
Chinese in turn have borrowed from the Japa-
nese, absorbing such borrowed words into their
own language and thereby enriching it.

The Koreans speak a language which resem-
bles Japanese and which also has many words
borrowed from the Chinese. They have an
alphabet, the letters or characters representing
the sounds and not the words or syllables,
There is a plan under way among educators to
reform the systems of writing of China, Japan
and Korea so as to make them uniform, which
would simplify the task of learning the lan-
guages and be an advantage in other respects.

In our survey of languages we have reserved
English until the last. Though a language be-
longing to the Indo-Germanie group, English is
a polyglot language containing elements and
words from numerous other languages. In its
composition there is much Latin and Greek,
German, French, Scandinavian and Spanish, as
well as borrowings from the most diversified list
of languages. The percentage of foreign words
has been variously estimated, the Latin element
absorbed into the language, directly or indirect-
ly, being placed as high as over sixty percent.

Basieally, however, the Englich language is
Anglo-Saxon, a Germanic combination. The
original Britons were Celts, who were attacked
by the Saxons or Teutons from the fifth to the
eighth century, and these Saxons were after-
ward vanquished by the Normans. Fach of these
events left its imprint upon the language.

The Celtic people led the way of emigration
through the wildernesses of early FKurope and in-
habited the greater part of it in early historie
times. They were found by races that followed
them, and either driven back or absorbed. Their
last footing was in the British Isles, and Celtie
is now the most westerly representative of the
Indo-Germanic family of languages.



Novexerr 23, 1932

Irish is the most important of the Celtic lan-
guages, which are spoken by approximately
3,500,000 persons. Scottish-Gaelic, Welsh and
Breton are dialects of Celtic. There are many
remnants of Celtic in modern English. The
language is in several respects like the Old
Egyptian, which is of the Hamitic family, but
Celtie is of Indo-Germanic origin. This resem-
blance points to a common source of which we
have no historical knowledge outside of the
Bible.

Old Saxon, another progenitor of English,
was formerly spoken in the north of Germany.
If William the Conqueror had never crossed the
English Channel the speech of England might
have been a mixture of Scandinavian and Ger-
man. But {or 300 years after his advent the lan-
guage of the court and the nobility was French,
and the result was a merging of the French and
Anglo-Saxon, and a great many of the words in
English today trace their history back to the
time of the Norman conquest.

As German is a language which throughout
has fewer admixtures of other languages in it
than any other Europcan tongue, so English
has more than any other. Ifurope is composed
of two language groups, the Romanic and the
Teutonie, and these two divisions are remark-
ably combined in the English language.

Though it is more difficult to master than
other modern languages, it has numerous ad-
vantages, one of them being its wide scope. As
may he expected, there are many dialeets of the
English, and the differences between these are
particularly marked in England. There are also
variations in America, where the speech of the
South differs considerably {rom that of the
North, though not to a degree that prevents
mutnal understanding.

Other sections of the vast reaches of the
United States also have their local peculiarities,
but the effect of the radio, the automobile, the
bus and other means of transportation is grad-
ually toning down these differences in both Eng-
land and America, and the constant intercourse
between all parts of the English-speaking world
promises to contribute to the attainment of a
uniform pronunciation. Another factor in this
leveling-up process is the motion picture.

The written language is the same in all the
English-speaking nations, and the spoken lan-
guage is more nearly uniform than that of any
other widely diffused language. In the case of
Spanish, for instance, it is contended that the

™e GOLDEN AGE

107

various nations of South America, though all
speaking Spanish, often find it difficult to un-
derstand one another; and the 400,000,000
Chinese cannot in any proper sense be said to
have a common language.

Ameriea has made its contributions to the
English language, and while its innovations are
not always immediately welcomed in England,
yet gradually Americanisms find their way into
English in other lands, probably as a result of
the distribution of American books, periodicals
and motion pictures.

One admirable quality of the English lan-
guage is its directness and brevity. Take, for
instance, the headline, “Jap King Takes Crown.”
A Finnish reader would make use of the word
valtaistuimelleusettamisjubla, which meansonly
“coronation cercmony”, and which still would
not indicate where and to whom it happened.
Other languages have similarly cumbrous ex-
pressions, which would cause one to doubt the
supposed diffieulty of learning English, espe-
cially for people who have mastered languages
so involved and formidable as some other Euro-
pean languages appear to be.

One advantage which English has over the
majority of Furopean tongues is that its ad-
jectives and articles have no gender, number,
person nor case. What a convenience this is is
realized only by one who attempts to learn a
foreign language where he finds that he is pow-
erless to use a noun until he knows the gender
and determines what particular one of the vary-
ing forms of adjectives or articles may be used
with the noun.

The best examples of pure English are the
Bible and the works of Shakespeare. The latter,
however, have a larger number of obsolete and
archaic expressions, while the Revised Version
of the Bible brings that wonderful book into
closer harmony with modern English and still
preserves the admirable simplicity and beauty
of the carlier King James Version. In England
and America, as in other lands, the translation
of the Bible and the works of prominent writ-
ers have served to preserve the language.

American talking pictures are having their
effect upon people of other than English-speak-
ing countries. In Scandinavia, where Finglish
is taught in the schools, there is amazing in-
terest in American talkies. In the movie houses
people are most attentive in their effort to un-
derstand and to brush up their pronunciation
of English.
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French is giving way to English as the official
language of the diplomats in Washington. This
is due partly to the increased importance of
Washington in international affairs and partly
to the fact that few American politicians speak
any foreign language sufficiently well to under-
stand the themes likely to be discussed.

English, too, is becoming the language of the
Philippines, supplanting Spanish as the com-
mon language. The adults as well as the chil-
dren are eager to learn Inglish.

An interesting experiment in Stockholm
showed that while few people were acquainted
with French, German, Italian, Russian and the
artificial languages of Esperanto and Ido, there
were many who had some understanding of
English.

In French schools English is superseding
German, while in many other countries it is
being taught as a secondary language.

Universal Language

English comes nearer to being a “universal”
language than any of the other languages of the
world. In geographical extent it is unrivaled.
Efforts have been put forth to create an arti-
ficial universal or international language. These
efforts have met with indifferent success, though
much attention has been given to make such
artificial languages both simple and uniform in
construetion, spelling and pronunciation.

Yet so attractive has been the appeal of a
universal language that from the 17th century
to the present more than 800 have been formu-
lated. Chief among these are Volapuk, Espe-
ranto, Spelin, Mondoligue, Universala, Kosmos,
Novilatin, Idiom Neutral, Ido and Ro. Volapuk
was received with much enthusiasm, but this
did not continue.

Ksperanto has many enthusiastic supporters.
It has made considerable progress as an inter-
national language. The simplicity of Esperanto
grammar is remarkable, having sixteen funda-
mental rules with no exceptions. It is easy to
learn, even without the aid of a teacher, a prop-
er textbook being sufficient for the average stu-
dent. In Russia 170 newspapers use Esperanto,
and in Japan a newspaper with a circulation of
hundreds of thousands is reported to have an
Iisperanto column twice a week.

Nearly a hundred periodicals are working to-
gether to advance the Esperanto cause. In
scores of Furopean cities there are Esperanto
policemen assigned to be of service to travelers.
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At Esperanto gatherings it is impossible to tell
the nationality of the individuals when speak-
ing Esperanto, so much alike is the pronuncia-
tion of it by Italians and Norwegians, Russians
and Englishmen.

An Esperanto edition of The Golden Age ap-
pears twice yearly. Though it is the most wide-
ly used artificial language, Esperanto can boast
of no more than 5,000,000 who speak it, and that
figure is probably exaggerated. This is the re-
sult of forty years of effort.

During that same period of time English has
gained 100,000,000 adherents, making a total of
about 300,000,000 souls who can speak that lan-
guage to some extent. English has thus far the
advantage over other languages. In this lan-
guage, too, the Bible has had its widest distri-
bution, and the Kingdom message now going
forth to all nations has had a larger circulation
in English than in other languages.

To aid still others in gaining a knowledge of
English a system has been devised which will
enable a person to readily learn the basic parts
of the language. The system is called ‘basie
English’. Its originator estimates that 500,000,-
000 have some knowledge of English and that
the number is increasing. It is his claim that
in English only is it possible to make a basie
word list covering the essentials of everyday
talk short enough to make it attractive to the
average person, who, as a rule, is not too stu-
dious. The list contains only 850 simple words.
But the ultimate world-language will probably
be something different from anything that is in
existence today.

The ideal of a common language for the
2,000,000,000 inhabitants of the world is a pleas-
ing one, No doubt the time will come when all
nations and kindreds will again be of one lan-
guage and one speech, for the power of the
Christ of God, already operative in the earth,
will ultimately draw the whole world into one
vast brotherhood composed of all the well-dis-
posed, while the evildoer shall be cut off.

On account of the continuity of the history
of Abraham back to Adam as recorded in the
Seriptures it is inferred that the original lan-
guage of man was Hebraic or Semitic.

We get some faint idea of the powers of the
angels and other spirit creatures when we re-
flect that they are familiar with all of the lan-
guages spoken today as well as hundreds or
thousands of tongues once spoken but no longer
in use.



Assorted Items

Uses of a Lemon
HE juice of a lemon, in a little water, with-
out any sugar, is a great help in cases of
extreme fatigue, headache, heartburn, dyspep-
sia, fevers, colds and rheumatism.

The House of Lords
EMBERS of the House of Lords own more
than one-tenth of all the land of England,
Scotland and Wales. Between them they hold
1,298 company directorships, of which 356 are
chairmanships.

Canada Again Second on Gold
ANADA is again second on the list of gold-
producing countries in the world, the
United States remaining in third place. Cana-
da’s gold production surpasses even its coal out-
put in value.

500 Children Foolishly Blinded
HERE are now in schools for the blind in
the United States 500 children who lost
their sight through the use of fireworks, air
rifles and other devices for projecting missiles.
Every July Fourth adds about 70 more.

You Will Be Glad to Know This

SECRETARY oF War Parrick J. HurLey said:
“We have cared for the needy, we have

averted panic and catastrophe. The United

States is tranquil, solvent and confident.” You

will be glad to know all this; and it is news.

18,523 Hotels in United Stales and Canada
N THE United States and Canada there are
18,523 hotels with 25 or more rooms each;
average number of rooms per hotel is 96. The

money invested in hotel properties is set at
$5,000,000,000.

An Extraordinary Surgical Operation
N HAVANA a man in ill health stabbed him-
self, with the intent of committing suicide,
The knife pierced a tumor, the cause of the
man’s ill health, and the man, instead of dying,
is on the road to recovery.

Timber from the Bottom of the Tree
IMBER from the bottom of the tree is
stronger than timber from the top. In the
case of redwood the difference is estimated at
about 15 percent. The timber at the bottom is
heavier in proportion to its bulk.

European Increase of Unemployment
EUROPE’S unemployed have increased 50

percent in a year. The six major industrial
nations, Great Britain, France, Germany,
Czechoslovakia, Austria and Italy had at the
end of June almost 12,000,000 of unemployed,
half of whom were in Germany.

Two Million Bushels Through Hudson Bay
URING this season of navigation two mil-
lion bushels of wheat have passed through
the Hudson Bay route to England, saving about
a thousand miles in transportation. This is the
first time the route has been used in a large
way.

Salaries on the Pennsylvania
HE twelve highest officials on the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad receive aggregate annual
salaries of $531,000. The smallest salary in this
group is $31,500 per year. There are 88 other
officials whose salaries are $10,000 per year or
in excess thereof.

Growing Alders to Stop Forest Fires
XPERIMENTS in the state of Washington
show that the best fire preventive is to
crisscross forests with growths of Oregon al-
ders, planted for the purpose. The alders do not
burn, and constitute a natural wall against the
rush of a forest fire that gets out of hand.

The Depression in Arizona
MARTIN MogaN, in The Labor Age, referring
to the closing of the Superior mine in
Globe, the last big mine in Arizona, said:
“There is not a farmer or fruit grower in Ari-
zona that can hang on. Half of the people are
engaged in mining, and the other half live off
them. Now they are both flat. National con-
cerns with big branches here are closing their
plants and warehouses, then vanish.”

Jesuits May Not Teach in Spain
UNDER the terms of the decree published
in Spain on January 24 the Society of Je-
sus was not only dissolved as an order, but they
are forbidden to live in brotherhood even in a
private manner. They are thus debarred from
continuing their instruction of children as they
had planned. The property of the order has
become the property of the Spanish state and
will be used for educational purposes.
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Bartering Eggs and Butter for Other Foods

N AGID couple near Cazenovia, N. Y., have

maintained themselves for a year entirely
by barter. As needs arise they take nicely
wrapped eggs or butter to town and shop
around until they find where it can be bartered
for other necessities.

Growing Plants in Chemically Fed Water

ISRY encouraging results are reported from

Berkeley, California, as eoming from the
growth of plants in chemically fed water. The
plants grow astonishingly, and may be moved
at will from one tank to another without suffer-
ing harm.

Independence in Ohio

ATHIR than beg from door to door 104

jobless men ncar Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio,
plowed and cultivated 36 acres of land on which
to raise their food. They even plowed it with
a plow pulled by men until a public-spirited
citizen loaned them a horse to finish the job.

The Non-Leagiue Pen

N THE Assembly floor of the League of Na-

tions is a place of a few square yards roped

off for the Americans and such other nations

as are not technically members of the League

but have their representatives present at every

session. It is jokingly called “The Non-League
Pen”.

Cunard Coal and 0il Mixture

HE Cunard Company have devised a new

fuel, 60 percent oil and 40 percent coal, the
latter ground to minute fineness, which it is be-
lieved will remain stable, will not poliute either
sca or shore, and in case of fire ean be quenched
by water. The new fuel cannot be told from
crude oil by either appearance or odor.

Nikola Tesla’s Boyhood Ambition

HEN Nikola Tesla was a boy of nine years

of age in the mountains of Austro-Hun-
gary he built a turbine water wheel and con-
nected it with all kinds of boyish machinery.
At that time he said to his uncle, “Some day I
am going to America and 1 will run a bhig wheel
at Niagara Falls.” His uncle replied, “You will
never see Niagara Falls.” But Nikola Tesla was
the man that put in the great hydroelectric
development at Niagara Falls.
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Teeth of Eskimos Giving Way

GENERATION ago the Eskimos were fa-

mous for their excellent teeth. In mistaken
kindness the missionaries brought in sweets and
canned goods, and the result is that the rising
generation are exhibiting the same tooth trou-
bles as the rest of mankind.

Cne Train per Day

THE president of the Railway Executives’
Association has made the statement that on
42 percent of the railroad mileage of the coun-
try only one train is being run daily. l.ast year
66 percent of the equipment on the Great Lakes
was tied up at the docks on account of old Mr.
D. Pression.

Sight Restored After Twenty Years
JAC()B Lieperman, 87 years of age, blind for
twenty years, has had his sight restored
after a series of four operations for bilateral
cataract. He expeets to continue to live at the
Jewish Home for the Blind, and will undertake
to do their cabinet work for them, that being
his trade before he lost his sight.

World’s Largest Plow

H}. world’s largest plow weighs about one

ton, and cost $2,000. It was specially de-
signed to bring back to the surface the valuable
topsoil which in Orange county, California, had
heen covered with sand from one to two feet
deep. The plow turns a furrow 36 inches wide
and 42 inches deep.

Return to Farms in Canada

ANADA is well pleased with a program ex-

tending over two years in which farm lands
worth $11,000,000 have been sold and 45,000
men and women have been indueed to return
to the soil. In this campaign more than 4,000
residents of the city of Quebec alone went back
to the farms.

British and Roman Empires

HERKE is eight times as much territory in the

British IKmpire as was ever in the Roman
Empire, and five times as many people. The
Roman soldier never got more than two thou-
sand miles away from home, while the globe-
trotting Fnglishman is in every corner of the
globe, and is usually the boss of everything that
goes on in the place where he happens to be.
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British Empire in Heart of New York

EW YORK city is admitted to be the heart
of the financial world. In the heart of that
great city Rockefeller Centre, Inec., is building
a new city within a city which will ecost $250,-
000,000. In the heart of that city within a city
is a British Empire Building, which will be de-
voted to British and Canadian governmental
and business interests.

Militarism Retards European Aviation

SENA’I‘OR p& Brouckeeg, of Belgium, chairman
of the League of Nations standing commit-
tee on air transit, told the disarmament com-
mission, while that useless congress was sitting,
that the thing that is holding back Kuropean
aviation and air mails is that luropean planes,
instead of being built for civil use, as in Amer-
ica, are built for military purposes.

The Tail of the Glyplodonte

T EPUPEL, Argentina, there was recently
discovered the tail of a glyptodonte, or
huge armadillo, which must have been all of
sixteen feet in diameter when he was alive and
in good health. Now only his tail was found, but
jt took several men to lift even that, as it was
four feet ten inches long, and one foot ten inches
in diameter where it joined the body.

Andean Volcanoes Aclive

OLCANOES in the Andes are unusually

active. Both Argentina and Chile have
been showered with heavy falls of wvoleanic
ashes. In Chile these falls were accompanied
by intense cold. The whole Andean region is
earthquake-troubled. Mexico’s high volcano,
Popocatapetl, is active, huge columns of smoke
issuing from its cone.

Why Did They Steal the “Holy” Water?

LOS ANGELES subscriber sends us a clip-

ping about four Belvedere (Calif.) youths
who stole 25 gallons of wine from a layman;
that tasted so good that they stole 20 gallons
more from the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes;
and then, according to the paper, they wound
up the spree by stealing a quantity of “holy”
water. The subsecriber writes in here, in a sus-
picious and threatening manner, and wants to
know what they meant by stealing the “holy”
water. Now, how could we be expected to know
a thing like that?

T GOLDEN AGE

What Christ Would Find

IN AN address at the Welsh Baptist church
in London Lloyd George said: “If Jesus
Christ came here today He would find the na-
tions more imbued with a suspicion of each
other, distrust, enmity, fear, revenge, hatred,
than at almost any time in the history of the
world.”

Newport Wants a Dictator

CORNELIUS VANDERBILT, J&., back from a visit
to Newport, where he told his folks he did
not want and would not accept their money,
says that what the ultrariech at Newport want
is a military dictatorship in the White House,
with Wall Street in the seat of power. They do
not care who gets in, so long as it is a man they
can control.

Electric Heating of the Brain

PROMINENT Viennese physician claims

to have had good results in the treatment
of nervous disorders by placing one pole of an
electric current at the base of the brain and the
other on the patient’s palate. The brain is thus
warmed, and all the blood vessels dilated so
that the blood can pass through them freely.
It seems like a risky procedure, but may work.

Young Pcople Quarrel over Property

RADENKO StepuaNoviTCH, a wealthy resident
of the village of Grabofnici, Yugoslavia,
had no sooner died, recently, at the age of 127,
than his younger brother, who was only 115, and
his son, a mere lad of 95, launched into a court
battle to sce who should have his property. It
certainly is a shame, the avarice that some
voung people show, even in the face of death.

Boys Betier; Girls Worse

OING back over the record of the number

of delinquents handled by the Children’s
Court of New York city it transpires that the
boys were at their worst in 1907 and their best
in 1924, Despite the doubling of the population
in the interval, there were fewer delinquents in
the last of these three decades than in the first
of them. The girls showed a good record until
the beginning of 1924, when there came a tre-
mendous leap to the bad, probably due to cigar-
ette smoking. In 1929 there were more than
five times as many delinquent girls as in 1924.
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Rivers of Burning Rum

ORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, had the novel

spectacle of a stream of burning rum. A
warehouse full of the stuff took fire and spread
liquid flames all over many streets and even
over the harbor; so much so that vessels had
to put to sea to escape it. How anybody can
imagine it is beneficial to the human anatomy
to put such stuff as that down their necks is
hard to understand.

Sunday Entertainments in Britain

WHEN the question of Sunday movies came
up in the British House of Lords the arch-
bishop of Canterbury favored them. He could
not see what would be gained by requiring those
to stay at home who are eribbed, cabined or con-
fined to one room, and he thought if they wanted
to go to church they would still have as much
right to do that if other people went to the
movies as if they did otherwise.

The Buck Passed to America

THE New English Weekly says that the
agreement reached at Lausanne that there
shall be no more reparations passes the buck
to America and there will be nothing left for
her but to sign on the dotted line. In other
words, the thieves that have the swag are fully
persuaded that the kindly old gentleman that
entrusted it to themr was a doddering idiot to
let them have it; and they may bhe right at that.

The God of Saiem G. Bland, D.D.

IN AN article in the Toronto Star, Salem G.
Bland, D.D., answering the question, “Is God
omnipotent?”’ approves the answer that “Even
those who feel sure that God is good do not feel
so sure that He is as good as He would like to
be. I say He is doing His best”. One wonders
if Rev. Bland ever noticed what the angel from
Jehovah’s presence said to Sarah, “Is any thing
too hard for Jehovah?” (Gen. 18:14); or if he
has ever pondered on the word of Job to his
Creator, “I know that thou canst do every thing”
(Job 42:2); or if he has reflected on the words
of the Son of Man, “With God all things are
possible.” (Matt. 19:26) The poor man needs
but to read one verse in the Bible, “The Lord
God omnipotent reigneth” (Rev. 19:6), to sce
that his proper job is in overalls bhehind the
plow handles, and not trying to teach the peo-
ple something he knows nothing about.
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Nothing Left but Meditation

OW that their work as teachers has been

taken away from them, it is a common
saying in Spain that there is nothing left for
the monks and nuns but meditation, and medi-
tation, unaccompanied by activity, is about as
useless and uninteresting a thing as can be
imagined. Men and women were not made to
meditate, but to do things to justify their ex-
istence.

Roger Babson Badly Mixed

ROGER Bassow says: “The people are disillu-
sioned and know not where to turn. They
are sheep without a shepherd. It is up to the
religious leaders to see that they are helped in-
stead of sheared.” And then, being entirely un-
able to see the force of his own reasoning as to
who is at fault, he urges everybody to support
the echurches more than ever during this current
emergency.

German Reparations

FTER the World War it was first said that

the Germans could and should pay repara-
tions of $120,000,000,000, but in June, 1920, the
allied council tentatively decided that it should
be $65,000,000,000. The Germans finally agreed
to pay $33,000,000,000. Under the Young Plan
this was reduced to $8,425,000,000, and the final
settlement was a bond issue of $643,140,000.
The amount actually paid in reparations is be-
lieved to be about $9,000,000,000.

Spasmodic Sanctity in Canada

IN A Canadian magazine Jack Canuck, com-
menting on the stopping of a Sunday trip

on Lake Ontario by a member of the Lord’s Day

Alliance, makes a few pertinent suggestions

worthy of consideration:

Dealing with the Sunday excursion and our pious
McLean, Did the latter at any time attempt to pre-
vent the playving of golf on Sunday? The cruising
about in a private boat on Sunday? The golf player
and the private yacht owner are possibly heavy con-
tributors to the war chest of the United Churech or
the Lord’s Day Alliance and as a consequence the
average clergyman has a very soft course through life.
He must appear at church on Sunday, and what he
does during the rest of the week is nobody’s business.
The yearly vacations generally take up four to six
weeks, Secretaries are now being provided to ease
the burdens of life, And we find these fortunate in-
dividuals kicking at the workingman enjoying a holi-
day on Sunday.
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Submarine Disasters Since the World War

INCE the World War the British have had

six submarine disasters, with over 300 dead;
the Japanese have had two, with 134 dead; the
United States has had two, with 73 dead; the
Russians have had two, with 100 dead; the
French have had one, with 43 dead; and the
Ttalians have had one, with 31 dead. More than
700 men lost their lives in these fourteen dis-
asters.

Mapping the Floor of the Ocean

P ERFECTION in ocean mapping is now
achieved. A new device enables the officer
on the bridge of a vessel to detect the slightest
change in the depth of the water beneath. The
instrument is so delicate that it will report the
presence of a wreck at a depth of 1,000 feet. A
swinging metal arm traces out in a wavering
white line on smoked paper a continuous record
of the floor of the sea.

Money in Raising Wool

HERE is money in raising wool in Canada.

At least that is what Sam Lyons of Wye-
vale found. He had ten sheep. Before he had
them clipped he paid $2.65 for dipping powder;
then he paid $1.50 to have them clipped; and
he got 74 pounds of bright wool, for which he
received 3¢ per pound. The freight charges
were $1.73. Total money into wool, $5.88; total
money out of wool, $2,22; balance of money
permanently in wool and never got out, $3.66.

Alarm Clocks in Italy
N ITEM in the New York Times states that
1,227 Italian parish priests who are land-
owners have entered 16,439 of their properties
in a competition to win cash prizes for those
who raise the highest amount of wheat per unit.
This is encouraging from several points of
view. In the first place, it shows that the mass
racket was good while they were getting those
16,439 plots away from their rightful owners,
That amounts to more than 13 plots per priest,
which is probably 12 more than the average
poor man had before he set out for the purga-
tory he will never reach (because it isn’t there)
and left his little place to the priest now own-
ing it. In the second place, it looks as if Italy
would soon be a good market for alarm clocks;
else why the sudden rush of the priests to get
hold of the plow handles?
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American Trade Goes to Britain

T IS calculated that as a result of the deals

at Ottawa about $50,000,000 of American
trade with Canada will go to Great Britain.
The items mostly affected are anthracite coal,
steel and iron, and cotton. On steel alone the
United States stands to lose about $20,000,000,
but the Steel Trust hopes to get some of this
back by increased operation of its Canadian
plant. This will benefit the Trust, but not its
American workmen.

Just Before the Alarm Goes Off

JUST before the alarm goes off—you know
that little click? Well, Rev. A. H. Ferry,
Lakeview, Ontario, says: “The situation is posi-
tively desperate. Some of us are wondering
whether we should go into business on the side,
a most desirable thing, or play the ponies on
the race tracks. It is humiliating to have men
threatening to take away the minister’s car and
other things because he can’t pay. The minister
cannot buy coal. He cannot replace linen.”

Electrification of the Pennsylvania

GENERAL ATTERBURY, president of the Penn-
sylvania Railroad, is said to expect the
electrification of the main line from New York
to Chicago, with a schedule of fourteen hours.
The electrification of the line between New York
and Washington is in progress. On its comple-
tion, it is expected, freight trains of 125 cars
will be hauled at speeds exceeding 50 miles
per hour, and passenger trains will be given
speeds of 90 miles per hour.

Luckenbach’s Affidavit on Silver
IN AN affidavit by Frederick A. Luckenbach,
printed in full on pages 22 to 24 of Nord-
skog’s book Spiking the Gold, he quotes Ernest
Syd as saying: “I went to America in the winter
of 1872-73, authorized to secure, if I could, a
bill demonetizing silver. It was to the interest
of those I represented, the governors of the
Bank of England, to have it done. I took with
me 100,000 pounds sterling ($500,000 United
States money) with instructions that if it was
not suflicient to accomplish the object to draw
for another 100,000 pounds or as much more as
was necessary. I saw the committees of the
House and Senate and paid the money and
stayed in America until I knew the measure was
safe.”
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Package Bees from the South

THE Department of Agriculture announces
that some northern apiarists are now mak-
ing a practice of killing off their old bees every
fall and getting package bees from the south the
following spring. This saves 50 pounds of honey
per colony and the labor of looking after them
during the winter. A 3-pound package of bees
from the south, containing 15,000 workers and
a queen, can be bought for from $2 to $3, ac-
cording to the Department.

Blessing Hidden in a Flood

WHO would expeet to find any kind of bless-
ing hidden in a flood? But that is what
happened in Louisiana. When the parish of
Avoyelles was swept with high waters in 1927
there was brought in a quantity of Persian
clover seed. This has now spread over several
hundred acres. Livestock eat it readily, and it
makes an ideal hay. It appears in early spring,
matures earlier than white clover, and grows to
a height of 16 to 24 inches.

Cadman, Isaiah, Christ, and Washington

REV. Dr. S. Parkes Capmaxn, of New York,
mentioning a well known reference to Jesus
Christ in a prophecy by Isaiah, gives it the fol-
lowing exposition: “The language of Israel’s
prophet-statesman, Isaiah, expresses the heart
of this occasion and also the irrevocable judg-
ment of the world upon Washington: ‘A man
shall be as a hiding place from the wind, and
a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water
in a dry place; as the shadow of a great rock
in a weary land.”

Wild Boys in America Soon

USSIA has solved her Bezprizorni (or wild

boy) problem; America is just beginning
hers. In Ameriea there are now between 200,-
000 and 300,000 boys between the ages of 12 and
20 “on the road”. In May they were going
through Kansas City at the rate of 1.500 a day.
In Yuma 30,000 were fed in six months. These
boys, tired, hungry, dirty, jobless, are kept on
the move. One railroad alone reported more
than 50 killed and more than 100 erippled last
winter. These boys are being trained for crime
in the country that is the acknowledged erime
center of the world. It may be necessary to send
a ecommission to Russia to find out how to
handle the problem.
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United States Chamber of Commerce

HE United States Chamber of Commerce

has a $2,000,000 marble palace in Washing-
ton, which it owns, and expends $4,000,000 a
year in the effort to influence legislation. Its
president gets $75,000 a year, Its value to the
American people is exaetly nothing. The money
it spends is, in the last analysis, added to what
the people pay for the necessities of life. If it
disappeared it would render a real service to
those it seeks to oppress.

A River of Electric Bulbs

A NEW machine for making electric bulbs
produces 25,500 an hour, or 442 a minute,
The bulbs appear as no more than slight swell-
ings on a ribbon of molten glass that emerges
steadily from a glass fusing tank of 50 tons per
day capacity. Judge for yourself how much of
a chance an old-style glass-blower would have
of competing in the manufacture of electric
bulbs. Before he could get one of them finished
this machine would have completed hundreds
more than he could finish in an entire day.

Mother Gets Her CRild at 12 Years of Age

WO German mothers whose babies were

mixed in a maternity hospital have just
traded boys, twelve years after the event. One
of these mothers has claimed throughout that
the child she was forced to accept was not her
own. I'inally she met the boy that really be-
longed to her, and the likeness to another broth-
er was so strong that when blood tests and other
measurements were made it was definitely prov-
en that she was right, and the trade was agreed
upon.

Big Business During the World War

UGRING the World War German war indus-

tries exported hundreds of thousands of
tons of iron through Switzerland to France and
Italy, where it was made into bombs, harbed
wire, ete., and used against German soldiers. At
the same time French firms sent entire train-
loads of carbon bisulphide to Germany, via
Switzerland, through the firm of Stoltzenberg,
because the Germans paid ten times as much
for it as was received from the Allies. This
French carbon bisulphide was used for the
manufacture of phosgene gas by which thou-
sands of French soldiers were suffocated.
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Dogs Stay by Their Four-footed Pals

IN A SINGLE issue recently the magazine
The Open Door relates two incidents of dogs
tnat remained for several days with their four-
footed companions of the canine family that
were unable to go on. In one instance the dog
was caught in a trap, and in another was re-
strained by his chain, which had caught between
two rocks. In both instances his canine com-
panion stayed by him for several days without
food, barking until human aid arrived.

Self-Sustaining Relief in Canada

ANADA believes in self-help. To families

now in receipt of direct relief in urban cen-
ters the Dominion advances $200, provided like
sums are advanced by the province and the
municipality ; none of this may be used for the
lease or purchase of land; one-third of it must
be reserved to sustain the family during its
second year. No part of the Federal contribu-
tion will be repaid; it is a straight gift. Fami-
lies granted this relief will be settled on crown
lands or on lands taken over by the provinces
or the municipalities for nonpayment of taxes.

The Sunday Morning Disturbers

THE real Sunday disturbers are not those
who go from door to door at a reasonable
hour and gently tap to see if they can find some-
one who is interested in the message of God’s
kingdom ; they are the loud-mouthed bells which
clang incessantly, disturbing the rest of every-
body in the neighborhood.

Bells were first used in Egypt to announce the
feast of Osiris, the king of the gods, i.e., the
Devil. Later the Romans used them to announce
public assemblies. One was suspended before
the temple of Jupiter. It was about A.D. 400
when bells were first introduced into so-called
“Christian” churches. Their adoption on a wide
seale was not apparent until their introduction
into France about A.D. 550.

The less knowledge the people have of the
truth, the more nccessary it is to the theologians
to make use of statues, paintings, stained glass
windows, elaborate vestments, and noisy bells.
The largest bell ever made was cast in Moscow
in 1736, and weighed 193 tons. Another Moscow
bell weighed 80 tons; one cast at Pekin weighed
5314 tons; and one at Novgorod, 31 tons. There
are numerous Kuropean bells of 5 to 18 tons in
weight.
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Case of the 36 Neckties

AT ONE of its banquets the Clarion River
Power Company presented each of 36
guests with a necktie. The total of $144 (which
is $4 per tie) went into the “actual net invest-
ment” of the company, on which it hoped to fix
theft or service charges, and other charges, to
its heart’s content for all time to come. Ac-
countants of the Power Commission have shown
that more than $6,000,000 of the $11,032,000
claimed by the company as their net investment
is in what might be called the ‘necktie’ class.
The erookedness and the incompetence of the
Big Business crowd have made them despised
in every corner of the world.

Veterans General Counsel Resigns

THE Bugle Call says sadly, of the departure
of one of our “great heroes” to the realms
of private life:

William Wolff Smith, general counsel of the Vet-
erans’ Bureau, has resigned. Mr. Smith drew a sal-
ary of $9,000 a year. He also drew $187.50 a month
on a faked disability allowance. He was in the service
only eleven days before peace was declared. He was
a swivel chair warrior. He was one of the officers
that wore spurs to keep his feet from slipping off the
desk. If the Government would cut down on the pay
of the retired ‘‘Generals’’ who get a grand ($1,000)
each month, and such porkers as Smith, then the
doughboys who served in the trenches might have a
better chance to receive the full payment of their
bonus.

Great Lakes Seaports

HEN the St. Lawrence waterway is com-

pleted, about seven years from now, at
a cost of some $600,000,000, there will be added
to the general ports of call of the steamers of
the world some of the greatest cities on earth,
Toronto, Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago,
Milwaukee, Fort William, and Duluth, all
equipped for immediate participation in their
share of the world’s commerce. Besides these
there are a host of intervening ports that do an
immense business, Rochester, Kingston, Erie,
Ashtabula, Conneaut, Toledo, Hamilton, San-
dusky, Muskegon, Sheboygan, Gary, Superior,
Owen Sound, Windsor, Oswego, Grand Haven,
Green Bay, Manitowoe, Port Arthur, Prescott,
Sault Ste. Marie, Machinae, just to mention a
few, but enough to completely upset and change
the transportation systems of the world. These
ports, combined, handle the business of the rici-
est coast lines anywhere on earth.
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More than One Percent Right

IRST President Hoover made public a De-

partment of Justice report that 1,069 of
the bonus marchers had police records, and that
“it is probable the bonus army brought into
the city of Washington the largest aggregation
of eriminals that had ever assembled in the city
at any one time”, and within a day or so Gen-
eral Glassford, superintendent of the Washing-
ton police, said that in the two months when the
bonus marchers were in Washington there was
less erime in the city than there was after they
left, while the total arrests (for offenses of a
criminal nature) of the thousands of bonus
marchers in that period were but 12.

We hope there will be no acrimonious dispute
over this little difference of 1,057 men. The facts
show that the president was right in 1.1 percent
of his figures, and off only 98.9 percent. The
latter may be charged to Hooverisms, and in a
presidential campaign can well be overlooked
by those who are in the habit of overlooking the
truth, and wish to overlook it. Mr. Glassford is
too much of a stickler for the whole truth, and
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for justice. He should have kept still until after
election. He resigned on October 20, because,
to use his own words, he found himself “holding
a position of great responsibility but deprived
of the essential authority to discharge it with.
out fear and without favor”. It is too bad to
have a man of his type foreed out.

A Flourishing Lottery Business

HE Government elaims that the Loyal Order

of Moose, the Fraternal Order of Eagles,
the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine, and the Knights of Columbus,
have sold at least $5,000,000 in lottery tickets
in the United States in the last two years, of
which amount the prize winners received only
$225,000. For the operation of these frauds
seven men were indicted, including United
States Senator J. J. Davis, of Pennsylvauia,
and a Kansas City man, a personal friend of
President Hoover. No official of the Knights
of Columbus was named, nor was anyonc in-
dicted in connection with the operation of its
lottery.

Hardships Amongst Coal Miners

OMINOUS clonds are hanging over the coal
fields of the middle west. It is alleged by
the miners that their international president,
John L. Lewis, and the Illinois state president,
John H. Walker, no longer represent them; that
these men are fraternizing with the coal indus-
try, and not laboring in the interest of the min-
er. And now the miners have revolted.

James Cross, one of the leaders in the revolt,
is reported to have made some very pungent
statements as to the trouble, which we may sum
up as follows: The miners were getting a wage
scale of $6.10 a day, but there were so many idle
days that the miners were not receiving an aver-
age of $50 a month, and when the question of a
five-dollar basic day ecame up it was promptly
voted down; it was overwhelmingly voted down
the second time.

Following this a fake “holdup” was staged in
which the ballots were stolen, so that a recount
was impossible. It is explained that the ballots
could not have been stolen, for the ballots are
counted, sealed and locked up in each local
union. The tabulation sheets only are sent to

(Contributed)

headquarters. If the tabulation sheets are stolen
it is an easy matter to get a recount without any
publicity.

But this was a coup of Lewis and Walker,
and under the existing “emergency”, so called,
the new five-dollar wage scale was declared in
effect. The miners refused to have this jammed
down their throats, and the rebellion has
reached out to the recall of these two presidents,
one state and the other international. On aec-
count of the rank betrayal by these two presi-
dents the miners have decided to make a stand
for the reinstatement of the old scale, and it is
intimated that resorting to firearms is not at all
unlikely.

It is alleged that the coal operators are up to
one of their timeworn tricks to intimidate the
miners, that of bringing in gunmen and gang-
sters to kill them off, if necessary. And, as al-
ways, we may expect the “arm” of the law to
aid the operators. Out of 40,000 miners in Il-
linois less than 5,000 are working, and most of
these under compulsion, for hundreds of miners
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in Franklin county have asked their brother
miners to rescue them.

It is emphasized that the miners would not
object to a five-dollar basic day if they could
have at least enough workdays to earn enough
to live in common respectability, but they do ob-
Ject to any cut when they are at the mercy of
the operators as to the number of days they are
privileged to work; so, it is said, there is no pos-
sibility of a truce. The miners of Kentucky, In-
diana and Jowa are joining forces with the Illi-
nois miners and a united convention has already
been planned; and when these miners come to-
gether, it is claimed, they will go armed.

Very many of these miners are claimed to be-
long to the Ku Klux Klan, and therefore it is
reported that Ku Klux Klan tactics will be used
in carrying out their purposes to cripple and
destroy the coal industry. But this claimed Ku
Klux membership may be a hoax to stir up prej-
udice against the miners and solicit the sym-
pathy of the public for the operators.

e GOLDEN AGE

117

Blood has already been spilled, and the min-
ers are stirred up, and with what to them is
righteous indignation they will fight with deter-
mination to accomplish three things: (a) The
defeat of wage reduction; (b) the ousting of
both Lewis and Walker from their official posi-
tions in the United Mine Workers of America;
(¢) the liberating of the miners in Franklin
county who are being forced to work against
their wills.

Airplanes are flying over Franklin county
dumping printed appeals to the miners. Even
women’s auxiliaries are holding meetings and
planning boyecotts against merchants who are
not in sympathy with the miners’ cause.

The above is another travesty on our present-
day civilization. Strikes have been before. But
strikes before were for living wages. This strike
is different: this is for a chance to work to keep
out of the bread lines; and the coal operators do
not seem to be meeting the sitnation wisely; nor
can they!

Pay Roll of the Robbery Finance Corporation

HE words “reconstruction” and “stock-job-
bing” combine nicely into the one word “rob-
bing” or “robbery”, and that seems like a good
name for the plunderbund at Washington that
is making its final clean-up of what there is left
in the country.

A dispateh from Washington says:

WASHINGTON, Aug. 20— (U.P.)—The payroll of
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation runs well
over $1,500,000 a year, a study of its records revealed
Friday.

Unhampered by ecivil service regulations, the cor-
poration directors are able to pay as much as they
deem necessary for expert assistance.

One hundred and eighteen officials receive more
than $4,800 a year. Ten are paid $12,000 a year or
more,

KEY MEN GET $500,000

The ten are six aides to the directors here, three
members of the New York agency staff, and the Chica-
go branch manager. Their salaries exceed those of the
directors, who receive $10,000 a year.

The Washington staff of more than 70 ‘‘key men’’
getting more than $400 monthly costs the corporation
roughly $500,000 a year. This is in addition to several
hundred stenographers, doormen and messengers,

HIGHEST $15,000

Salaries of the ageney managers range from $450
a month at Portland, Oreg., to $1,250 at New York.
The assistant manager and credit department chief in
New York are listed at $12,000 a year. The Chicago
agency head gets $1,041.67 a month.

Highest paid staff members in Washington are Gen-
eral Counsel M. G. Bogue, Special Counsel George
Roberts, and Lynn T. Talley, assistant to the directors,
at $15,000 a year.

A friend in Kalamazoo sent us the foregoing
clipping, commenting on it interestingly and
forcefully as follows:

As a member of the United Press, the Kalamazoo
Gazette thought best to make mention of the R.F.C.
activities in salary fixing of its directors, ete. Just
why it was in Part 2 of this issue or why it was tucked
away among a lot of glaring advertisements on page
24, was not stated. Nor did it state why the directors
were unhampered by Civil Service Rules in the fixing
of the salaries mentioned. Nothing was said to en-
lighten our feeble minds as to what is meant by ‘‘key
men’’, Evidently they are in control of ‘‘something’’,
judging from the amount of salary they receive,
$400.00 per month! Gee! that’s more than the average
man makes in a year nowadays. Wonder how much
the messengers, ‘‘doormen,’’ and stenographers get;
and why are they needed? But the most mystifying
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is why it costs more to maintain an ‘‘agency manager’’
(7) in one section of the country than in another.
Gosh! doesn’t it cost a lot to tell the B. & O. Railroad
that it ean have $32,500,000 of ‘‘relief’’, with an op-
tion on $31,625,000 morc? Why should borrowing
money be so cxpensive? Perhaps The Golden Age
might be a medium of enlightenment on some of these
perplexing questions.

We had just gotten so we liked this Kalamazoo
man, in spite of the hard name of the town
where he lives, and expected, of course, he would
sign his name, but he just wound up by signing
himself “A DMillennarian”, and now we more
than half think he wrote that skit just to see if
he couldn’t get us to say something mean and
get us into trouble.

But nobody can get us to say anything mean
about that bunch down at Washington. After
what the Prophet Isaiah has intimated as to the
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canine ancestry of the clergy, in Isaiah 56: 10,
11, far be it from us to say anything reflecting
on the politicians or those other high-minded

principal of the flock, who look after our fi-
nances.

We are not going to say anything at all, but
if we were going to say anything, all we would
say would bhe that this time they not only are
cleaning the safe, but are carefully removing
all the inside fittings, including anything that
they think could be hocked at the junk yard,
When they get through, Old Mother Hubbard’s
cupboard, in its worst day of desolation, will
look like a warehouse full of ham and eggs com-
pared to what they will leave for the comfort of
the ex-soldiers, the common people or anybody
at all but themselves. And if you kick, beware
of the “Iero of Anacostia”, the machine guns
and the poison gas, tear bombs and cavalry!

Insure Your Soul for Two Bits

HE times are hard, and it seems now that
you can get your soul insured for twenty-five
cents. This is a cut price now offered by Rev.
F. J. Huber, 552 Protectory Place, Pittsburgh,
Pa. Mr. Huber, in his little folder “The Great-
est Value Ever Received for T'wenty-five Cents”,
under the heading “Spiritual Insurance”, says:
Safeguard your soul as you would your life and
business. We insure our lives against death, our bodies
against sickness and accident, our business against
loss, our buildings against fire and storm, yet we often
neglect to insure our most precious possession, our
immortal soul, against spiritual mishap and subse-
quent eternal loss. Our Association presents a Spirit-
ual Insurance Policy which you cannot afford to over-
look, Enrollment in our Patron’s Membership will

procure for you yearly the immeasurable spiritual
benefits of a thousand masses, five novenas of masses
and the daily praycrs of our boys for 25 years. This
period may be doubled, trebled, or inercased as you
choose. An offering of 25 cents will entitle one person
to these same benefits of the Association for one year.

The only thing clear about this is that if you
send in 25 cents you are minus a quarter. The
advantages rcceived are the same as came to
Gen. Nobile’s airship, just before it broke in
two. That was not much, to be sure, but a man
who would insure his soul for only a quarter
could not expect very much. Now could he? But
maybe Reverend Huber will take more than a
quarter, if yon urge him. We are not certain on
that point. But we seem to think that he would.

The Boom of Schwanenkirchen By Dr. Hugo R. Fack (Texas)

Miracle or Economic Law?

HE German and also the American press re-
ported some time ago an amazing occur-
rence. In a country cconomically depressed, a
distress which has hardly its equal in other na-
tions, particularly in the lower classes; in a
country that, on account of its extremely preeca-
rious finaneial position, succeeded in getting the
united support of her former war enemies; in

the midst of a nation-wide misery with almost
5 million, 1. e., 25 pereent of its population, out
of employment and many of the rest working
short hours, something happened in the econom-
ic and financial field for which the experts of
economic science prefer to wrap themselves in
deep silence and for which the rest of the world,
including the Press, with the exception of the
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so-called ‘Physiocrats’, or adherents of the new
economic school of Free-Economy, unable to ex-
plain the thing, have found mental satisfaction
in referring to it as a “miracle”.

Out of an ocean of economic stagnation, fail-
ures, bankruptcies, an island of economic boom
has risen. The particular region which fate se-
lected for the demonstration of this “miracle”
amazes the world still more. Down in the eco-
nomically and culturally dark Bavarian forests,
where the people never had very much of mod-
ern civilization, similar to certain districts of
our western regions; down in those wooded hills
and mountains where German fairy tales “of the
seven dwarfs beyond the seven hills with Snow-
white” happen but where the reality of life for
man is so much harder and more toilsome than
elsewhere, because ‘some old witech had ap-
parently thrown a bad spell with her magie
wand’, is the place of our “miraculous” happen-
ings.

There is, unlike in all other regions of cultyr-
al Germany, no electric light and no sewerage
installed in the Bavarian villages. Children are
forced to walk on bad, muddy roads in heavy
wooden shoes, for long hours, to the rare and
distant little schools with one teacher and eight
grades, as in Georgia. In this “German Siberia”,
as they call it, a very remarkable economic ex-
periment has been made that should make the
world look upward.

There is a coal mine in the distriet, but it had,
like the quarries, closed down. In the forests
reigned deadly quietness, where formerly the
ringing sound of the axe and saw told the tale
of building homes. The tradesmen idle like the
rest, the peasant destitute, and the business men
waiting in vain for their customers, all economie
life seemed to have passed away. One stands
dumfounded in view of these desolate condi-
tions of human poverty and misery which words
are inadequate to describe.

Five years ago the mine of Schwanenkirchen
had closed after it had passed through various
hands, with always the same result, of bankrupt-
c¢y. When the depression became more intense,
the mine became one of its first vietims. All ef-
forts to revive it, by changing owners, were un-
successful. TFinally, the managing engineer
bought it for all he had saved, but only to keep
it closed, as he could not find anybody to invest
the necessary amount to exploit it even on a
small scale, so that some of the people, most in
need, might make a poor living. Thus, for five
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years the water had been rising in the shafts
the miners, together with many other people
that directly or indirectly were benefited by the
working of the mine, were marching every week
or month to the city hall to get their unemploy-
ment dole, enough for a bare existence, but hard-
ly enough to live. The shops were void of cus-
tomers, not even “wieners” were asked for at
the butcher’s, the people went in worn-out
clothes and shoes, leaving the tailor and shoe-
maker with a worrying wife and hungry chil-
dren, and in the restaurants were flies by the
thousands taking the place of the guests. Such
were the conditions up to 1930, when the
“miracle” gradually began to work.

At the very moment when the night of depres-
sion began to darken and to stretch out all over
the civilized world, when the statesmen of all
nations put their heads together in order to de-
vise some plan of relief for unemployment and
human misery, when the politicians began to
make big speeches, to talk of too much wheat
for bread, too much cotton and wool for cloth-
ing, too much wealth, too much of everything;
when the storerooms were not emptying as usu-
al, but rather began to pile up; while the desti-
tute masses could not buy the very things they
saw in such abundance, then the “miracle” began
to occur at Schwanenkirchen and vicinity, in the
Bavarian forest. The machine at the mine be-
gan to pump the water from the shafts, workers
in rubber suits went down to repair them, the
mining tower, having burnt down in the mean-
time as though fate desired to establish a defi-
nite and permanent line through the past of hu-
man action and glory, was rebuilt. The mining
transports began hurrying down to the station
and emptying their natural wealth into the rail-
road cars. The dole office got rid of its perma-
nent customers. The restaurants began to enjoy
human customers again, and the guests to enjoy
the bountiful store of Bavarian beer and some-
thing special to eat; the butchers had demand
for “wicners” and meat in quantities unknown
heretofore, which before had been a rare treat
with these poor people; the tobacco stores fre-
quently heard the ring of the doorbell, the hard-
ware dealer’s sales rose to amounts which he
had no memory of ever having had before, suits
and shoes were sold, and the whole region be-
came filled with the joy of life, where formerly
misery and poverty reigned supreme.

What had happened? Did a millionaire, not
knowing what to do with his money, bring about



120

the change? Or did an American loan produce
the “miracle”? People of this region would hard-
ly know what this meant. And yet, something
did happen, some mysterious power had accom-
plished all this unbelievable, unheard-of change.
Did the old witeh remove the spell from the re-
gion? How did it happen that the unemployed
of this desolate region found work and bread
when millions and millions elsewhere were suf-
fering from starvation? The German press be-
gan to talk about the very strange happenings.
Reporters were sent and told the amazing story
to the world, until, perhaps, some secret under-
standing made them hush. Today the regional
boom continues although it seems to go very
much against eertain interests, because the press
has become silent.

These are the facts: Unable to find a capital-
ist to put up the necessary amount of money for
working capital, Mr. Hebecker, the mine owner
and engineer, got in touch with the so-called
“Waera” Exchange Association, which is put-
ting into practice, in a limited manner, the prin-
ciples which the newly evolved economic school
of Free-Economy advocates; namely, the issue
of a medium of exchange, taking the place of
money, standing under compulsory circulation
and which can no more be withheld or hoarded,
or go on a strike and thus interrupt the ex-
change of goods and services and of production,
and in this way create unemployment, poverty,
misery; and furthermore, the adaptation of the
amount of such circulating money to the re-
quirements of the market, in order to maintain
the economiec equilibrium, as indicated by the
index, the general price level. Mr. Hebecker
asked the “Waera” Exchange Association, which
issues to its members such a medium of ex-
change, called “Waera” and which they now
have circulating in hundreds of Gterman towns
and cities, for a loan of 50,000 units. One Waera
equals 1 Reichsmark. One day he called his un-
employed miners to a meeting and told them
they could start work tomorrow although he had
no money, no legal tender, but he would give
them a substitute, something which would be
just as good if they only believed in it. He
showed them the yellow slips of paper and they
said: “Well, it is O.K. with us as long as it is
O.K. with the butcher, grocer, tailor, cobbler,
ete.” When Mr. Hebecker approached the busi-
ness people with his proposition to accept the
Wacra instead of “regular money” they, with all
due respect to Mr, Hebecker, refused to give
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their good wares for yellow paper slips, Thus
Mr. Hebecker was compelled to establish a ean-
teen, getting its supplies from some warehouses
which had been accepting Waera for some years,
and where the workers could secure almost all
the things they needed for their livelihood.

The miners began to work, to produce coal,
and hundreds of families were supplied with a
livelihood. After a few weeks the business and
trades people of the town came and lamented to
Mr. Hebecker that he had absorbed all the little
bit of business they once had, and asked for
more information on the “Waera”. He explained
that the “Waera” would work just as well with
them, that the wages of the workers would go
to the baker, from him to the butcher, from there
to the grocer, from there to the hardware store,
from there to the farmer, and viee versa, and
that it would remain in perfect circulation all
the time, exchanging their services and wares,
if they only believed in it, and that, by continued
selling and buying, they could gradually enjoy
increasing prosperity, as it would be in the na-
ture of things. In order to gain their confidence
he obligated himself that if Waera should ae-
cumulate here and there in too big amounts to
get rid of the Waera Exchange Association
would exchange it for legal tender, the Reichs-
mark. After some hesitation they agreed to ac-
cept the “Waera”. Mr. Hebecker closed the can-
teen, and from that time the economie boom
grew in this region and extended into neighbor-
ing distriets, with the same success.

It is necessary to know that Waera consist of
notes having the peculiarity that they depreciate
a fixed amount monthly, for example 1 percent a
month, at the expense of the holders. The holder
of a note on the 1st of the month has to affix a
stamp to it, after which it passes at its full face
value for another month. The arrangement can
be made for weekly or semi-monthly deprecia-
tion with correspondingly less depreciation.
This peculiarity has the effect of compelling the
owner of Waera, out of self-interest, in order to
avoid the depreciation or its accumulation, to
put it into circulation. Thus Waera will not be
hoarded; it is permanently circulating. It has
to come out of the pockets, safes and hiding
places, to the market, to buy wares, to pay for
services, wages, to be loaned to others, to es-
tablish credit in a thousand ways where it is not
needed for the buying of goods or to settle debts,
etc. Waera is not a money that paralyzes pro-
duction and distribution and throws man out of
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employment and his opportunity to produce and
create keeping him poor and destitute; Waera
is not a money that rules and dominates the na-
tions and oppresses them and leads them to hate
and wars; Waera is a money that serves. Wae-
ra is a genuine medium of exchange, knowing
only one purpose, to serve man. It represents
genuine demand, and the volume of Waera is-
sued represents the exact size of the demand on
the market. Thus it can be adapted exactly to
the supply, and the economic balance of general
supply and general demand be restored and
maintained, as expressed in the maintenance of
the price level and its indication, the index.

Ask the workers of Schwanenkirchen what
they think of these depreciating money tokens
and they will tell you that they never want an-
other money, that they practically have to pay
no depreciation, that their Waera goes quickly
to the grocer, butcher, baker, ete., or to ereditors
to pay bills, or to establish credits.

Ask the business man and he will tell you that
in years he did not have the amount of business
that he now has with Waera. But what about
his paying the depreciation? “We gladly pay the
19 depreciation of the amount in our cash reg-
ister at the end of the month. It would be bad
business to lose a purchaser or a sale for the
little depreciation of 1% even if we could not
put the tokens into circulation before the date
of depreciation. And our creditors accept Wae-
ra for the same business reason. But, of course,
we are trving, by self-interest, to put Waera in-
to circulation as soon as we have it instead of
keeping it idle in our safes. We are paying our
employees with it; they in turn, put Waera
quickly into circulation for what they need.
Most of our stock we are paying for in Waera
now, as the Waera Exchange Association has
referred us to dealers accepting Waera in pay-
ment for their wares. The use of Waera spreads
with the passing of each month, the closed ecir-
cuit grows wider and wider, and its circulation
smoother and smoother. Today Waera has dis-
placed almost entirely the legal tender, the
Reichsmark, in our district. A branch of the
Reichsbank protested against its use, but with-
out result. Waera is not money, but only a me-
dium of exchange as stipulated on it. There is
no gold coverage, not even silver coverage for
it, as stated on the Waera notes. Waera finds
its perfect coverage in the wares on the market
that meed Waera to be exchanged and in the fact
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that it is accepted for exchange, for lack of other
money, which lies idle in its hiding places, which
refuses to serve and which has gone on strike
for better wages, i.e., a higher and safer in-
terest rate, without which it will not function
for its intended purpose as a medium of ex-
change. If the mine could have found the neces-
sary amount in legal tender there would have
been a short revival of business, until that
money had hidden like the rest. We have ex-
perienced this several times under the various
owners of the mine. Waera is the perpetuum mo-
bile of business. It is the solution of the problem
of depression all over the world. Legal tender
money functions only in periods of inflation,
when prices of wares are going up, because only
then is it depreciating. But in periods of defla-
tion, of depression as now, when wareg are fall-
ing in price, money is increasing in price or pur-
chasing power, as they say. Then it refuses to
exchange itself for wares which lose in price.
But talking to the money owner and moralizing
with him will not do. In a period of falling
prices no capitalist can afford to come out with
his capital and invest it in order to stimulate
production. It would mean economic suicide.
The general fall of prices has to be avoided by
a scientific money administration; but money
will be controlled only if we control its rate of
circulation. Therefore money should be placed
under compulsory circulation. But it would not
do for every town or city to issue its own Wae-
ra, although a wonderful stimulation, rather an
overstimulation, a business fever, would set in,
resulting in an inflation, in the long run. Only
the Government, not the Reichsbank, acting at
present along lines of its private economic in-
terest and not in the public economic interest,
can inaugurate the necessary measures. Here
is presented to the world a unique example. May
they soon see and act upon it, in the interest of
the people of all nations.”

An economic theory has been put into partial
practice, thus demonstrating the solution of the
problem which puzzles the world from one end
to the other. We have only to adopt this solu-
tion and use it in a scientific way, to produce
with mathematical certainty the economie re-
sults which our keenest dreams can visualize.
We do not appeal to altruism or to qualities of
man he does not have, but to his self-interest,
which will, rightly directed, benefit his fellow
man. The dawn of a new era is here.



Obedience in the Face of Danger

F OBEDIENCE to Jehovah God slackens or
becomes inoperative in the face of danger,
then it ceases to be obedience, doesn’t it? When
Esther went into the presence of Ahasuerus
without being invited so to do, she knew that she
was in danger of death, but that did not keep her
from doing what Mordecai had bidden her to do.

Manifestly, none that count their lives dear
unto themselves will be of “the remnant”. The
cause of Jehovah God is worthy of implicit obe-
dience, even though the risk involved not merely
temporal death but eternal death. Isn’t that the
truth?

“Peradventure for a good man some would
even dare to die” (Rom. 5:7); and, if that is
true, what courage, what faithful obedience,
what promptness, what thorouzhness, ought to
arm every true soldier of the Lord who is en-
listed in the battle to give the name of the Iter-
nal God the place it should have in his own heart
and in the hearts of all?

We hope at this time to give some considera-
tion to an experience in the life of the good king
Hezekiah, the one of whom it is said, “He trusted
in the Lord God of Israel; so that after him was
none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor
any that were before him.”—2 Ki. 18: 3.

Hezekiah an Iconoclast

One of the first things that Hezekiah did was
to break in pieces the brazen serpent which at
Jehoval’s express command Moses had set up
for the children of Israel to gaze upon, when
bitten by the fiery serpents back there in the
wilderness some 833 years previously.

We can be sure that he did not do this with-
out Jehovah’s will in the matter being con-
veyed to him by some suitable mouthpiece, prob-
ably by the Prophet Isaiah, who lived contem-
poraneously. And, incidentally, that shows that
what is Jehovah’s will for one people under cer-
tain conditions may not be His will for that
same people or for another people living at a
different time, under other conditions. The
Light goes on.

At the time the brazen serpent was erected,
the account says, “if a serpent had bitten
any man, when he heheld the serpent of brass,
he lived.” (Num. 21:9) We have the full ex-
planation of what this signified, given by the
Son of God himself. Jesus said: “As Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so

must the Son of man be lifted up: that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
eternal life.”—John 3:14,15.

But there came a time when the serpent of
brass had accomplished its purpose, and after
a great length of time it even became an object
of idolatry, for the account says that “unto those
days the children of Israel did burn incense to
it” (2 Ki. 18:4); wherefore Hezekiah had it
broken up into junk, “and he called it a piece of
brass” (margin), which, after all, was all it was.
As an object of idolatry, it was now of positive
injury.

There is a lesson here for those Christians
(and there are many such) who have faith in
Jesus as their Redeemer but never go a step
bayond. They prostrate themselves before the
cross, yes, but they do not go on to a whole-
hearted devotion of their lives to the great One
who arranged that Jesus should give His life
a ransom for us all. They create idols.

Hezekiah had the correct view of the matter;
for it says, “He clave to Jehovah, and departed
not from following him, but kept his command-
ments, which Jehovah commanded Moses.” (2 Ki.
18:6) As a consequence of thus having the
true spirit of worship and of service, it fol-
lowed, naturally, that “Jehovah was with him;
and he prospered whithersoever he went forth:
and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and
served him not”.—2 Ki. 18:7.

Resistance to World Power

For a peace-loving and virtually unarmed
people like the Israelites, it was a bold thing to
take a stand against the power of Assyria, which
at that time was overrunning the world. The
ten-tribe nation was in the revolt, along with
the two-tribe nation of Judah, over which Heze-
kiah reigned.

It was not long before things began to happen
to put Hezekiah’s faith to the test. The Assyri-
ans came up, and, after a three years’ siege, cap-
tured Samaria, the capital of the ten-tribe na-
tion, and carried all the inhabitants of the ten-
tribe realm into captivity.

This was well calculated to strike terror into
Hezekiah’s heart; but the Lord was not yet ready
to interfere, and the Assyrians next invaded Ju-
dah, capturing all the fenced cities except Jeru-
salem itself. Momentarily overcome with fear,
Hezekiah tried to make peace by payments on
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the great fine levied against him. He stripped
the king’s house, and even the temple, of gold,
silver and other treasures, but all in vain.

At length the Assyrian army invested Jeru-
salem itself, and the herald, speaking in the
Jews’ own tongue, called upon the people of the
city to surrender. In coarse and impious lan-
guage he offered a land of corn and wine, olive
oil and honey to those who would rise in insur-
rection, but death in its vilest forms to those
who would stand by Hezekiah and Jehovah his
God.

Enumerating the gods of several lands that
had been overrun by the Assyrians, he said to
the Israelites: “Hearken not unto Hezekiah,
when he persuadeth you, saying, Jehovah will
deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations
delivered at all his land out of the hand of the
king of Assyria?” (2 Ki. 18: 32, 33) Subsequent-
ly, this message was sent to Hezekiah in written
form.

The Right Place to Go for Help

Hezekiah did just the right thing with that
letter. He went up into the temple, spread it be-
fore Jehovah, and prayed:

O [Jehovah] God of Israel, which dwellest between
the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of
all the kingdoms of the carth; thou hast made heaven
and earth. [Jehovah], bow down thine ear, and hear:
open, {Jehovah], thine eyes, and see; and hear the
words of Sennacherib, which hath sent him to reproach
the living God. Of a truth, [Jehovah], the kings of
Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands,
and have cast their gods into the fire: for they were
no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone;
therefore they have destroyed them. Now therefore,
O [Jehovah] our God, I beseech thee, save thou us
out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may
know that thou art [Jchovah] God, even thou only.—
2 Ki. 19:15-19.

That was the way to get results, and the re-
sults came right along. Hardly had Hezekiah
returned to his home hefore a messenger from
Isaiah was there telling him that his prayer
against Sennacherib had been heard. He was
to send back word to the impious letter-writer
that because he had dared to blaspheme the
name of the Holy One of Israel, therefore “the
virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised thee,
and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jeru-
salem hath shaken her head at thee. Therefore
thus saith Jehovah coneerning the king of As-
syria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot
an arrow there, nor come before it with shield,
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nor cast a bank against it. By the way that he
came, by the same shall he return, and shall not
come into this city, saith Jehovah, For I will
defend this city to save it, for mine own sake,
and for my servant David’s sake.”—2 Ki. 19: 21,
32-34.

That very night Sennacherib’s army of 185,-
000 men was slain by the angel of Jehovah God.
Quite likely the same one that slew the firstborn
of Egypt in defense of the name of Jehovah God
was the one selected for the task, and that one
may have been and quite probably was “the
Messenger of the Covenant”, the One that will
have the direction of the work of vindicating
Jehovah’s name in the battle of Armageddon,

Hezekiah did the right thing. He pleaded his
cause, and the cause of his people, and he
pleaded for the vindication of the good name of
his God in the place where it counts. He did it
in the face of danger. Most certainly he would
have been put to death had Sennacherib’s army
made entrance into the city. He was granted a
complete deliverance.

Obedience to the Higher Powers

He was obedient to the Higher Powers, even
when it involved disobedience to the ruler that
at the time had the whole world in his control.
He resisted that ruler and the one that was back
of him, the Devil, because it was right that they
should be resisted, yet his resistance took only
the form of witnessing to Jehovah’s name and
then pleading his cause with Him who judges
righteously and whose judgment is backed with
all power.

Occasionally, without any fault of their own
(though, sometimes, with regret it must be ad-
mitted, not without some blame for indiscreet
and ill-considered language), Jehovah’s witness-
es today get into difficulty with those who rep-
resent the ruler of the darkness of this world,
even as Hezekiah got in trouble with the repre-
sentatives of Sennacherib.

Recent Expevience at Newburgh

Not properly understanding our work, the po-
lice at Newburgh, N. Y., had until recently for-
bidden our folks to attend to their duties in that
city, whereupon arrangements were made to
give the town a thorough witness, that this im-
proper condition might be permanently cor-
rected. About a hundred ears, with 310 workers,
participated.
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When the usual notice was served upon the
chief of police he seemed displeased at first, said
he had had trouble with these people before, and
that he would take it up with the mayor if we
came again. He was advised that the workers
were already in town, that their work had be-
gun, that someone would call upon him shortly,
and that he ought to make no decision until they
should come.

The first worker that reached his door was
turned away by the chief’s wife, but returned,
saying he wished to see the chief, and then gave
him the witness. His attitude changed and he
said, “I will take these six booklets for a quar-
ter.” Just at that time the licutenant called up
from headquarters advising him that about a
dozen had been arrcsted, and wanting to know
what to do. The chief said, “I have just got some
of those books myself; why don’t you get some?
If you want to arrest them, go ahead and do it,
but on your own responsibility.” The lieutenant
then said to his men, “You have got me in Dutch
here; the chief says this is all right.” With that
he took six of the booklets. An officer also took
a Government book.

Later, another officer accosted one of our
workers and asked him if he had books. He re-
plied that he had. (He was expecting arrest.)
A lady came along and said, “Is not this ter-
rible, these folks’ being on the streets with these
books %’ The officer replied, “There is a dreadful
condition in the world and something should be
done about it; I want to get some of the books
myself.” Thereupon he invested in a Govern-
ment book. The lady was so impressed that she
obtained four of the bound hooks.

God’s Will Done at Rockville

Several months ago two of Jehoval’s witness-
es were arrested at Rockville, Conn., a city near
Hartford, and had a court trial there, The dis-
trict attorney, Noone, made a pressing issue out
of it, claiming that this work is just a racket and
that he was going to see that the county was rid
of these people. It is evident that the religious
element was back of his ill-placed zeal.

This man had the reputation of never having
lost a case before the supreme court. At the end
of the trial the judge withheld his decision, ap-
parently out of respect for the attorney, and
the workers were released on suspended sen-
tence. After a vicious attack upon the organi-
zation the distriet attorney collapsed, had a
stroke, and died about four months later.
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On the day that he was buried there was a
long funeral procession in his honor ; much men-
tion was made of it in the press, and of a song
sung on the occasion of the funeral, “God’s Will
Be Done.” There is not the least doubt that
God’s viill was done, for on the very day (Sep-
tember 17) that this Roman Catholic opposer
of God’s kingdom went to his grave Jehovah’s
witnesses visited Rockville in force.

Extend Every Courtesy to the Erring

It is customary to file with the police depart-
ment a list of names and addresses of those who
have come into the town or city to give the testi-
mony. In addition to the list there is filed at the
same time a letter stating that God’s kingdom
is the only hope of the world and that Jehovah’s
witnesses have come to give testimony of this
fact to the people of the town. Also a copy of
the booklet The Kingdom, the Hope of the
World, is presented.

The identity of Jehovah’s witnesses is there-
by definitely established, so that the officials
may not mistake them as peddlers or hawkers,
or as engaged in commercial activity for private
or personal gain, but that they may be recog-
nized in their true status as preachers or her-
alds of the gospel of God’s kingdom, engaged
in doing the work of God, and that they are mov-
ing about in the community in performance of
a good work and not as evildoers or lawbreak-
ers.

A committee with the above list and message
called upon the Rockville chief of police at his
home so that he might be extended the courtesies
proper under the circumstances. When he
learned that it was the same class of people he
had previously arrested he said, vehemently, “I
will have nothing to do with Jehovah,” and re-
fused to take the papers proffered to him.
Thereupon he turned and ran into his house to
get his uniform and rushed down to the police
station.

At that time there were more than a hundred
witnesses covering the town. Five of these wit-
nesses preceded the chief into his office at police
headquarters, laid the rejected letter and list
of names on the desk there, and departed just
as the chief entered the building. On this occa-
sion there was no move made to arrest any of
the heralds of Jehoval’s kingdom. (Ten days
later this same chief, after his day’s work, went
to his home, retired, was stricken in bed, and the
funeral was held in the same Roman Catholie
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church where the quartet had sung “God’s Will
Be Done” when the remains of the chief’s com-
rade Noone, the prosecuting attorney, were ly-
ing there.)

Jehovah’'s Power Manifested at Hartford

The next day, Sunday, the witness was given
in Hartford with 170 cars and 819 workers. A
most interesting fact is that prior to the gather-
ing together of these workers, and before it was
known how many cars there would be, the town
had been divided into 170 parts. Hence there
was just one carload of workers for each dis-
trict. Manifestly Jehovah’s power in operation.

It is of interest to note the order of procedure
of the working groups taking their respective
positions in the army of the Lord on these occa-
sions. Each car group of workers goes to its
assigned place at exactly nine o’clock after being
checked in at the assembly point. When the
work of witnessing in the field is completed the
car returns at a specified time to the assembly
point and makes report and receives instruction
in regard to further action for the day.

Special attention was paid to serving the pub-
lic officials: the secretary of public welfare of
the State of Connecticut, the chiefs of police in
Hartford and West Hartford, the sheriff of the
county, and the United States district attorney.
Each read very carefully the notice prepared
for such occasions.

At first the chief of police at Hartford ques-
tioned whether the witnesses had the right to
enter the town on this errand. He was assured
that they came only to do the people good, that
they were not coming there asking a permit, but
were asking that they be not interfered with. He
was handed the list of Jehovah’s witnesses, so
that they might be identified in their proper
status.

About twelve of the witnesses were picked up,
but when brought into headquarters they were
released, and on several occasions were taken
back to the territory from which they had been
brought. There were 16,500 testimonies given in
Hartford, an average of twenty per worker.
This resulted in the placing of 6,240 books and
booklets, besides a number of copies of The
Golden Age.

Former Experiences at Albany

It has been observed at Albany, N. Y., and at
many other places where Jehovah’s witnesses
have experienced difficulty, that the opposing of-
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ficials at first assume a rather arrogant and
blustering manner. They do this until after Je-
hovah’s name is mentioned, when their manner
changes. It secms that on such oecasions the an-
gels of Jehovah drive away the angels of the
Devil.

In Albany Jehovalh’s witnesses had been
threatened time and again that they would be
immediately arrested if seen on the streets with
the books. The result was that Albany did not
have a thorough witness for two years.

It was therefore decided that as it is the capi-
tal of the “Empire State”, and as the present
governor is running for president of the United
States, the people should have a thorough wit-
ness of Jehovah’s government, which witness
was given September 25, The chief of police was
called upon with a list of 507 names of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses who had come to town to give
the message that His kingdom at hand is the
only hope of the world.

After waiting a few minutes, at the request
of the desk sergeant, the chief of police came in
and was shown the list of men and women in all
walks of life, together with their addresses, and
was told, ‘Jehovah, the true and living God, has
a message for the people at this time. We are
His witnesses and have come to your city to
preach the good news that His kingdom is at
hand, and that it is the only hope of the world.
‘We have every reason to believe that the people
as a whole are waiting for this message and will
be glad to receive it. We have come here to do
a good work, and the purpose of furnishing this
list is that Jehovah’s witnesses may be identi-
fied in their proper status.

Jehovah’s Hand at Albany

The chief said, ‘Gentlemen, I am glad you
have come here. I am glad to have this letter.
I believe you are doing a good work. I have
heard your lectures over the radio. If there is
anything that my men can do, any service we
can perform, I shall be very glad to have you
call upon us. Where are you meeting? I am
led to admit that God’s kingdom 1is, as you peo-
ple say, the only hope, and we cannot have too
much reminding us of it. I remember that I
received previously a book The Kingdom, the
Hope of the World.” (One of the Albany work-
ers remembered that when she called upon him
last year the chief gave her fifty cents for the
Kingdom booklet.)
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The Albany experience demonstrated that
when officers there had been interfering with
Jehovah’s witnesses they were not acting under
the authority of the chief of police, but evident-
ly under the authority of the clergy and of the
Devil’s angels.

None of the workers at Albany were molested
on September 25. The result of the united ac-
tion on this occasion was the giving of 8,400 tes-
timonies and the placing of 4,400 books and
booklets in the homes of 2,400 families as their
portion of Jehoval’s feast for the people of
good will at this time.

An interesting item was that several college
boys came down from Troy. One of them said,
“My parents are in this work and we came down
to see what we can do. We have been reading
some of these books and we want to know what
you have to do to get into this thing.”

They were told that if they wanted to magnify
Jehovah’s name and purposes and to call atten-
tion to the fact that His prophecies are being
fulfilled, and if they wished to do something to
help vindicate His name, they would be very wel-
come to go along, which they did. They got in
on the ground floor in the campaign at Albany,
wanted to know where the next one would oc-
cur, and announced that they would be thcre,
too.

No Change in Human Nature

There has been no change in human nature
from Hezekiah’s day until now. At its best,
after six thousand years of deflection from Je-
hovah, it is none too good. At its worst it is
lower than the lowest animals, for there are no
animals so low as to kill one another with poizon
gas or liquid fire, and to do it often without even
knowing why they do it.

With his superior intelligence the Devil read-
ily controls most men, as he did Sennacherib
and his great host that overran Palestine and
threatened the capture of Jerusalem., Here and
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there are men and women, God’s remnant in the
earth, who wholly love and wholly trust Jeho-
vah God. When they go forth to bring honor to
His name they go in the face of danger, but they
go.

As Hezekiah faced certain imprisonment, with
probable death, at the hands of Sennacherib’s
army, if they had gained the victory, so the men
and women who went to Rockville and Hartford
and Newburgh and Albany faced at least tempo-
rary deprivation of their liberties, with death
eventually if the Devil and his evil angels, vis-
ible and invisible, ecould have their way.

Hezekiah was granted a great deliverance; he
saw his enemies prostrated before him, and his
life was spared for future usefulness. This fa-
vor was granted to him because Jehovah’s name
was at stake, and because he had pleaded that
fact at the throne of heavenly grace. He was
obedient in the face of danger, and was re-
warded for that obedience.

Any man or woman can be obedient, and
should despise himself for being anything else,
when there is no risk involved. But how could
the heavenly Father determine who alone of all
mankind are worthy of a place in the divine
family exeept by allowing just such conditions
as now obtain in the earth, where, on occasion,
it requires something more than mere words to
demonstrate who are on the Lord’s side?

Anyway, the opportunity to take a firm stand
for Jehovah God is the greatest favor any mor-
tal can have. And the opportunity is still here,
Those young college boys are tinding their way
into God’s kingdom, while many of the goody-
goodies who in times past have thought they
were Christians will be shown by events to be the
Devil's prisoners, or, even worse than that, at
heart his children all the time, and only mas-
querading as Christians in the hope that they
could use the Bihle as a fire escape to climb up
into a comfortable place where they could spend
eternity.

An M.D.’s Experiences with Aluminum By Harold Archer (New Zealand)

S A constant reader of The Golden Age, 1
enjoy most of the articles as they appear
from time to time. Many of the articles are of
very great importance to humanity; and, work-
ing in a large public hospital, I have had op-

portunities of telling others of the good things
I have learned by my readings.

The “Aluminium [aluminum] question” is no
longer a question to me, and, having come into
possession of a little more information from an
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“guthoritative” source, I am passing it along to
you for your use as you may desire. It appeared
as follows, in the April 16 (1932) issue of The
British Medical Journal, page 727, under the
heading “Correspondence”:

ALUMINIUM AND HEALTH

Smr,—Your article on aluminium and health in the
issue of March 26 is very interesting, and shows how
strong is the evidence that aluminium is harmless to
the majority of people. At the same time, there is no
doubt that in a ccrtain number of cases it acts as an
irritant poison, and when a subject is anaphylactie to
aluminium it is surprising how infinitesimal a quanti-
ty is sufficient to cause trouble.

To take my own case. For many years I suffered
from severe abdominal pain, which at times completely
incapacitated me. It baffled all attempts at diagnosis,
and it was only the length of time during which the
pain had persisted that ruled out the general belief in
its malignant origin. After reading Dr. le IIunte
Cooper’s pamphlet I stopped the use of aluminium
vessels, and in a short time the pain disappeared. Some
time later the pain returned, and was particularly
severe on two days in each weck. The most careful
inquiry failed to trace any connexion with aluminium,

g
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until I noticed that on these particular days I was in
the habit of having a certain artiele of prepared food.
On writing to the makers of the food I was informed
that it was prepared in aluminium vessels, but I was
assured that repeated tests showed that it contained
no trace of aluminium. On leaving off this food the
pain again disappeared. Since then I have had, on
several occasions, a return of pain, but each time I
found that I had had something cooked in aluminium.
I am now so anaphylactic to it that I would undertake
to tell by sampling it whether any article of food had
touched aluminium,

I have six cases in which stopping the use of alumin-
ium vessels has put an end to abdominal pain. In one
case a man who had suffered acutely for six months
got complete relief as soon as he stopped it. Some time
later his pain returned, when he found that for some
days his porridge had inadvertently been boiled in an
aluminium saucepan. On stopping this, the pain again
disappeared. A characteristic feature of “aluminium
pain”’ is that it is not relieved by the ordinary ear-
minatives and sedatives,

It is not wise to be too dogmatic on any subjeet.

I am, ete,,

ALEXANDER FRANCIS,
London, W. 1, April 8th.

The Earliest Inhabitants of Earth—
The Birds
Birds preceded man on earth, and a study
of their activities is most interesting. This
article should prove both instructive and en-
joyable.

Diet and Dental Disease
This article shows the injurious effects of
improper diet upon the teeth, and much
trouble may be avoided by eating the right
foods.

World Evenis in Brief
Pointed comment and brief reviews of oceur-
reneces of importance and interest from all
parts of the globe.
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THE GOLDEN AGE, 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Enclosed find money order for $1.00 (Canada and forecign, $1.25), for which send
me The Golden Age for one year, beginning with No. 345,

Lightning
Some striking observations on an important
subject, and some instances where ignorance
of the way lightning acts resulted disas-
trously.

Jehovah the Provider for the People
Showing that Jehovah’s provision for the
needs of mankind is abundant, and how
His government will make it possible for all
to enjoy the bounties He has provided.

and
TaeE Cancer Hoax
Tae DEPRESSION IN THE UNITED STATES
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES IN CENTRAL INDIA

Address
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We take pleasure in announcing

PRESERVATION

WgrITTEN BY JUDGE RUTHERFORD

DI EOURAERTET LRI

This book is an explanation of two
divinely directed prophetic dramas recorded in the Biblical books of
Esther and Ruth and whieh diselose Jehovah’s provision for the pro-
tection and preservation of those who love Him, and also shows the
vindication of His word and name.

The autographed edition of PRESERVATION is now ready.
This edition contains, on the first page of the book, a letter written by
Judge Rutherford. This will be a limited edition, and if you want a
copy you had better place your order early. The autographed edition
is offered at 50 cents a copy, and will be mailed postage prepaid any-
where. For your convenience, helow we provide a coupon.

aWATCH TOWER
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WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N.Y.
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TFind enclosed a money order for 50¢, for which please send me a copy
of the autographed edition of Judge Rutherford’s latest book, called
PRESIKRVATION.

Name

! Street
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Town

State
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