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Poisons Formed by Aluminum Cooking Utensils
By H.J. Force, Ph.G. (Pennsylvania )*

MANY papers have been published showing
that aluminum cooking utensils have
formed poisonous products under certain con-
ditions. Papers have also been published trying
to show that aluminum is a safe material for
general household use.

In the schools of pharmacy and medicine there
are standard works on medicine and chemistry,
as various Materia Medicas, the United States
Dispensatory, ete. These books give the physi-
ological action of most drugs and chemical com-
pounds. Let us turn to the United States Dis-
pensatory, 19th Kdition, published in 1907, and
based on the United States Pharmacopeia. The
United States Dispensatory will be found in all
drug stores, hospitals, physicians’ offices, ete.,
and is recognized in the courts as an authority
on the use and doses of medical substances.
Its recommendations have never been ques-
tioned. We are going to let the Dispensatory
speak for itself on Aluminum, page 112:

Uses. Alum is a powerful astringent, with very de-
cided irritant qualities, owing to which, when taken
internally in sufficient quantity, it is emetic and pur-
gative, and may even causc fatal gastro-intestinal in-
flammation. . . .

Alum is sometimes used to adulterate bread, with
the view to incrcase its whiteness and to conceal the
defects of the flour. If the quantity used be sufficient,
the alum acts as an irritant to the gastro-intestinal
traet, and according to the results of experiments made
by Bigelow and Hamilton, it actively checks peptic
digestion.

Under Aluminum Sulphate, page 124 of the
Dispensatory, we find:

Uses. The soluble simple salts of aluminum have
the property of opposing animal putrefaction, but the
sulphate is probably the most powerful and certainly
is the most used. . . . Aluminum sulphate in satu-
rated solution has been used for the preservation of
dead bodies for dissection.

We now turn to the 21st Edition of the United
States Dispensatory, published in 1928, which is
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the last edition, and shows a number of revisions
and changes from the 20th edition. In this edi-
tion, we turn to Alum, on page 109, and under
Uses, we find the following:

Alum is a powerful astringent with very decided
irritant qualities, and when taken internally in suf-
ficient quantities is cmetie and purgative, and may
even cause gastro-intestinal inflammation, It is widely
employed in various conditions in which an astringent
or styptie is desired. . . . When small quantities of
the soluble salts of aluminum are introduced into the
circulation they produce a slow form of poisoning char-
acterized by motor palsies and areas of local ancsthesia
with fatty degeneration in the kidney and liver. The
nervous symptoms have been shown by Doellken to be
due to anatomiecal changes in the nerve centers. There
are also often symptoms of gastro-intestinal inflam-
mation which is presumably the result of the cffort of
the glands of the intestinal tract to eliminate the poi-
soning. . . .

Under Aluminum Chloride, page 113 of the
Dispensatory, we find:

Uses. Externally it is used as an astringent and
antiseptie. . . .

On page 1192 of the Dispensatory, under Alu-
minum Acetate, we find that aluminum acetate
is used for water-proofing fabrics, and that it

*Nore.—The stand maintained for the past five years by The
Golden Age is scientifically proven by this article to be ab-
solutely correet. Mr, Force was for thirteen years a phar-
maceutical chemist in New York city and was thereafter
chief chemist for the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western
Railroad for twenty-two years. His statements of fact can-
not he denied, and the conclusion is inescapable. Aluminum
cooking utensils are a curse to humanity, and their manu-
facture and use should be forbidden by law.

In what a sorry light this article puts the Federal Trade
Commission, which, with full knowledge of these facts, twice
tried to intimidate The Golden Age, so that it might with-
draw from its campaign in the interest of the welfare of
the people. The only excuse offered for its intrusion into
our affairs was that the aluminum trust was being injured
by our activities.

What a miserable showing is also made by the American
Medical Association, which, with every facility at its hands
to know the truth, took its stand on the opposite side of
this important question. Medical doctors have found space
in newspapers and magazines in every corner of the land,
wherein they have betrayed their willful ignorance or dis-
honesty or both, In some of these instances their articles
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is also used as an embalming fluid. Also used in
the manufacture of colors and in dyeing.

(We think it would be very proper to state
that aluminum acetate could be the cause of dy-
ing, especially if pickles were made in alumi-
num vessels. Vinegar contains acetic acid, and
combines with aluminmin to form aluminum
acetate. Any preparation to be a satisfactory
embalming fluid niust be poisonous.)

The combination of aluminum chloride with
aluminum acetate wounld make an ideal disin-
feetant and embalming fluid. This combination
could ecasily be brought about by adding salt to
the pickles when they are prepared in aluminum.
Aluminunm chloride compounds will he formed
when vegetables are cooked in aluminum to
which a small quantity of salt (chemically called
sodium chloride) has been added. Many nat-
ural waters contain quite a little salt, It is evi-
dent that when such waters are used when eook-
Ing in aluminum, aluminum chloride will be
formed.

1t has been shown that alvminum compounds
precipitate or destroy the pepsin, whieh is the
principal ingredient in digestion. Alum is a
compound of aluminum, potash, sulphur and oxy-
gen, together with a small portion of water, and
has the chemieal formula A1 (SO4)2 4 12H20.
When vegetables are cooked in almminum ves-
sels, they often contain such eompounds as sul-
phur, potash or soda, which could easily con-
bine with the aluminum, forming small quan-
tities of alum, also aluminum sulphate.

Many drinking waters through the TUnited
States are very hard, containing a large portion
of sulphur compounds, also potash and soda.
In fact, some waters which I have analyzed be-

hoosting aluminum cooking utensils have Dbeen published
alongside advertisements for the smme wares, The aluminum
trust has all the funds becessury 10 pay well for services
rendered.

As to the Scicentific Americun and The Literary Digest,
which joined in the general purade of ignorance on this
subject, let them now come forth and answer these state-
ments of scientifie evidence and literary fact or else admit
that they are neither scientiic nor literary nor honest.

1t is time now for the United States Government to shake
ofl its fear of Andrew Mecllon and give some attention to
the needs of the people. Without being so told, it knows, of
course, that the findings of the so-called *Mellon Institute’
on this subject would have no value except to the alu-
minum trust. As for the American Medical Association,
the Scientific American, The Literary Digest, and all the
other publications which have sided in with rhe aluminum
trust, we now invite them to answer thix article, and to set
fact against fact, or else for ever keep still,

In other words, on this aluminum cooking utensil question,
the Government, and Mr. Mellon's erowd, and the medical
doctors, and the papers and magazines that have trailed in
their wake, can “either put up or shut up”, Their bluff is
permanently called.—Ed.

BrookLyN, N. Y.

come alkaline on hoiling. As potash and soda
very readily dissolve sluminum, forming a com-
pound similar to alum in its composition, it fol-
lows that this compound will he formed if alu-
minum utensils are used for any length of time
to cook food products,

Sauverkraut when cooked in alaminum, will
produce aluminum chloride, especially if al-
lowed to stand for some time. Many cases of
poisoning have resulted from sanerkraut heing
cooked in aluminum, and some deaths.

I'rom the preceding statements made in the
Dispensatory, it is evident that indigestion and
constipation could he produced, and that the
kidneys and liver could be affected with most
serious results,

The editors of the Dispensatory arve men of
experience in medicine, chemistry and phar-
macy, and they are considered authorities along
these lines. They are as follows: II. C. Wood,
AM.D., LI.D., professor of Materia Medica and
Therapeutics in the University of Pennsylvania,
president of the convention of 1900 for the Re-
visionof the Pharmacopeia of the United States;
and Joseph P, Remington, Ph.AI., F.C.S., pro-
fessor of Theory and Practice of Pharmacy in
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, chair-
man of the C'onunittee of Revision of the Phar-
macopeia of the United States of Ameriea; and
Samuel P. Sadtler, Ph.D., LI.D., professor of
Chemistry in the Philadelphia College of Phar-
macy, member of the Committee of Revision of
the Pharmacopeeia ol the United States of Amer-
icay and Albert B. Lyons, M.D., member of the
C'ommittee of Revision of the Pharmacopeia;
and H. C. Wood. Jr., \L.D., demonstrator of the
Pharmacodynamics in the University of Penn-
sylvania.

Here we have the highest authority in the
United States telling us of the poisonous effects
of aluminun. Alum and the various compounds
contain a large percent of aluminum, in most
cases in soluble form which can readily be ab-
sorbed in the stomach or the intestines, and may
seriously affeet the kidneys and liver.,

Alum or any of its compounds should not be
used in bread or general baking. As the Dispen-
satory points ont, it may check the digestive proc-
ess, due to its eoagulating action on the pepsin
compounds. Acute indigestion might follow, with
the formation of gas which may press on the
heart, producing death.

When aluminum cooking utensils are used,
there is always some aluminum dissolved. The
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amount will depend upon the kind of water used.
At picnies, church suppers and other places
where large numbers are served, the foods are
often allowed to stand for some time in alumi-
num. As a result we often read in the newspa-
pers of numbers of people being stricken ill very
soon after eating, becoming poisoned from the
aluminum compounds formed, and death often
following.

People often say they like aluminum, as foods
do not burn when cooked in such utensils. The
reason is that some aluminum is always dissolv-
ing, forming hydrogen gas, and so pushing the
foods away from the aluminum. The same thing
applies to an aluminum griddle. Salt and soda
are generally used in the batter, and these in-
crease the solubility of the aluminum.

Large doses of aluminum compounds are of-
ten fatal. Small quantities may be taken daily
with little or no effect. But sooner or later, in-
digestion, constipation, Bright’s disease, or dia-
betes may develop as a result of the continued
use of aluminum ware, due to its solubility.

Some claims have been made that aluminum
15 not soluble when used for general cooking
purposes. Statements of this kind are absolute-
ly false, and show the gross ignorance of such
writers. There is not a single laboratory in the
United States that would think of using alumi-
num vessels for making chemical analysis.

To show the solubility of aluminum, make the
following simple test for yourself: Place in a
well cleaned and scoured aluminum utensil one
quart of water, a good pinch of salt and a pinch
of baking soda, and let boil for one hour, adding
water to make up the loss. Then remove from
the fire and let stand for two or three hours,
then pour into a glass jar and notice the milky
condition caused by aluminum hydroxide. This
will settle out in a day or so, but its presence is
proof that aluminum is soluble.

Let us sce what textbooks, such as are used
in our medical colleges, say about aluminum,
Take the Materia Medica, Therapeutics and
Pharmacology, for example, by Alexander L.
Blackwood, A.B., M.D., F.A.C.P., professor of
Clinical Medicine and Therapeutics in the
Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago, published
by Boericke & Tafel, 1923, Philadelphia. On
page 111 of this volume, we find under Alum
the following statement:

Physiological Action. This agent is actively astrin-
gent, coagulating the albumen of the tissues and of
the blood, and produces a local constriction of the cap-
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illaries. It is mildly escharotic and produces a hard-
cning of the skin and tissues in general. It excites
and later diminishes the salivary secretions as well
as those of the mucous surfaces; it diminishes the gas.
trie fluid and precipitates pepsin. As a result of its
action on the intestinal sections, constipation is pro-
duced. Through its irritating properties which may
be in excess of its astringent properties gastroenteritis
may result.

On page 112 in the same book, under Alumi-
num Hydroxide,the following statementis made:

Physiological Action. This agent produces profound
prostration, with irritation of the mucous membranes,
with diminished sccretions, and as a result there is
constipation and inactivity of the bowels, The nervous
system is affected as is indicated by the extreme pros-
tration with numbness of the parts and paralysis of
the involuntary muscles.

To make the above clearer, we give the defini-
tions of a few of the words mentioned:

Astringent. A medicine which causes contrac-
tion of the tissues and arrests the flow of se-
cretions.

Coagulation. Changing to a curd-like mass;
becoming clotted.

Escharotic. A substance which burns and de-
stroys the life of the parts to which it is applied.

You had better read the above over again,
Your life may depend on the statements made
by Dr. Blackwood, for according to the doctor,
you will sooner or later hang out the crape, and
have the undertaker back up in front of your
house; that is, if you continue to use aluminum
ware for cooking purposes.

The coagulating of the albumen of the tissues
and the blood is characteristic of most poisons,
and would result in death. Such a condition
could cause paralysis, insanity, eancer, rheu-
matism, neuritis, indigestion, ulcers of the stom-
ach and intestines, some forms of skin dis-
eases, ete.

In God's Holy Word, the Bible, it states:

Deuteronomy 12: 23: “Only be sure that thou
eat not the blood: for the blood is the life; and
thou mayest not eat the life with the flesh.”

Leviticus 17:14: “ . ., for the life of all
flesh is the blood thereof. . . . ”

If your blood is being poisoned, which is your
life, this condition is easily accounted for. The
Bible is our only authority, and can be depended
upon to state the facts.

From the Dispensatory and various Materia
Medicas, it is apparent that the nation is being
poisoned. There never was so much sickness
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and complaining, never so much stomach dis-
order, ete. Cancer has jumped from the tenth
place to the sceond place as the cause of deaths
in the last ten years. Yet at the same time we
have more knowledge, more doctors, hospitals,
radio lectures on health, and newspaper artieles
on how to keep well, ete., and sickness is still on
the increase. There must be a reason.

Aluminum will affect the teeth, as this chem-
ical has an affinity for calcium, and is so stated
by dentists who have investigated the action of
aluminum on the teeth. It is also possible for
the aluminum to affect the caleium in the hones.

Try this test: Put one-half of a can of toma-
toes in an aluminun vessel, and the other half
in an agate-ware vesgel. Add the same amount
of salt and baking soda to each. Cook, and then
let stand for 24 hours, then reheat, and note
the difference in taste. We would not advise
you to eat the tomatoes cooked in the aluminun.
Those cooked in the agate will still be good eat-
ing.

If tomatoes are cooked in a dull-appearing
aluminum utensil, the acid in the tomatoes will
act upon the aluminum, give the aluminum a
very clean appearance. The amount of alumi-
num removed is of course dissolved into the to-
matoes.

To prove to your friends that aluminum ware
is poisonous, give them the following dinner:
Sauverkraut cooked in aluminun ; beef and pota-
toes seasoned, cooked in aluminum; tomatoes
with salt and baking soda, cooked in aluminum;
bread baked with alam baking powder; custard
pie baked in an aluminum pan: and eoffee made
in an aluminum percolator. Let all stand 24
hours, and then reheat and serve, hut tell your
friends what they are eating, and let thein read
this first. This ¢hould prove to anvone who 1is
honest about aluminum that it is poisonous, If
people will not believe the best authorities, then
they must take the consequences.

People often ask why the doctors do not tell
us about almminum poisoning. Many of them
do, and recommend that aluminum ware be not
used. Many physicians have paid little or no
attention to this question, and that is just why
we are writing this, so as to tell them where to
find the information.

We have letters from the following physicians
and surgeons, condemning the use of aluminum
ware:

*Dr. George Starr White, Los Angeles, Calif.

Dr. M. E. Lecocq, Siloam Springs, Ark.

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

Dr. W. W. Fritz, Philadelphia, Pa.
Dr. D. R. Edwards, Montreal, Quebee, Can.

*Dr. W. I. Koch, Koch Cancer Hospital,

Detroit, Mich.
Dr. J. M. Heimbach, Kane, Pa.
Dr. D. H. Reeder, Kansas City, Mo.
Dr. F. C. Schueider, Pern, I11.
*Dr. C. R. PerDue, Indianapolis, Ind.
Dr. J. R. Newton, Olathe, Kans,

*Dr. M. Johnson Work, Brooklyn, N.Y.

*Dr. S. R. Love, St. Petershurg, Fla.

*Dr. Chaz. T. Betts, Toledo, Ohio.

The above names marked with a star have
published circulars on aluminum poisoning. Dr.
C. T. Betts has several cireulars and books pub-
lished on aluminum poisoning. Many more names
could be given if space permitted.

The Journal of the dmerican Association for
Medico-Physical Rescarch, Kansas City, 3Mo.,
has published several articles on aluminwn poi-
soning; also the Plain Talk magazine, Washing-
ton, D. C. The Golden Age, of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
has published many articles on aluminum poi-
soning and has given much valuahle information.

From our invesligation, we can recomimend:
First, iron or steel utensils for general cooking;
second, agate or enameled ware, glass or pyrex
ware; also monell metal. You will notice that
Toods taste different when they are not cooked
in aluminum. We are in no way interested in
any kind of cooking utensils, as to their manu-
facture or sale.

In view of the facts set forth, especially in
our standard works on medicine, we should call
on our senators and congressmen to eliminate
the use of all aluminum cooking utensils from
the army and navy, from all hospitals and pub-
lic institutions, from hotels, restaurants and all
public plaees. People should not buy foods pre-
paredin aluminum. Manufacturers of food prod-
uects should stamp all canned goods “Not pre-
pared in aluminum” when such is the case.

We know vou will enjoy better health, have
fewer colds and better digestion if you eliminate
the use of aluminum.

Most vegetables contain a very small amount
of aluminum, about one part in a million, but
in an entirely different form from that which
1s dissolved when cooking foods in aluminum.
The white powder often seen when cooking po-
tatoes in aluminum is aluminum hydroxide,
which is deseribed in the Materia Medica in this

paper.
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Japanese Goods in India

BRITONS complain that the Japanese are
pushing their bleached goods into India,

with a tendenecy to inereasingly fine cloths, and

at prices which the British find it hard to meet,

Dollar Bill Lasts Nine Months
N ITEM is going the rounds that the aver-
age life of a dollar bill is nine months. Must
be something phoney about that, for no dollar
ever survived that long in these times.

Signs of the Times in Brooklyn
SIGN in a shop window in Brooklyn, not
far from the offices of The Golden Age, is
surely a sign of the times. It reads, and who can
doubt the sincerity back of the plea: “Prosper-
ity, come back. All is forgiven.”

Public-spirited Norway
N NORWAY the railroads, telegraphs and
telephones and clectric plants are run to
serve the people at cost; one hospital with 3,000
beds gives service, including surgical treatment,
at 50c per day; and there are no slums.

Brotherly Love in Yugoslavia

IT IS said that the king of Yugoslavia, fearful
of his older brother’s popularity, has im-

prisoned him in a fortress, and that the impris-

oned man is in daily fear of being poisoned.

Makes you glad it is 4,000 miles away.

3,000,000 Families Get Government Flour
EARLY three million families have received
government relief flour, distributed through
the agency of the Red Cross. One 2414-pound
sack lasts a family of five for eleven days.
Surely this is a better use for this flour than for
it to spoil in the bins of the Farm Board.

Can You Beat This for Meanness?
FREDERICK Bocarg, New York printer, was un-
employed for a year and a half. Then he
got a job. Then he parked his ecar in front of
his home. Then the garage owners, who wanted
his rent money, had him arrested. He had two
small children to support. He could not pay his
fine, and he was sent to jail for two days. No
doubt the garage owners, those generous-heart-
ed men, are contributors to such unemployment
relief funds as will get their names in the pa-
pers, but if so, why did they not pay Bogare’s
fine?

39

Half of Chicago Jobless
N MIDSUMMER Mayor Cermak, of Chicago,
declared that morve than half of the 1,550,000
persons employed during normal times in Chi-
cago were then jobless. In addition, 60 percent
of those who were then working in the second
largest city in America were on short time.

Palestine in the World’s Markets

P ALESTINE grapeiruit is coming into mar-
ket. Early potatocs are heing shipped to

France. Iggs are being marketed in England.

Last year there were 2,600,000 cases of oranges

shipped, and it is expeeted that by 1936 the ship-

ments will be ten to twelve million cases.

lola’s Small Tax Raie
N IOLA, Kansas, the city tax rate for 1933 is
7oc per $100 valuation, and it is expected
that next year there will be no city taxes at all.
The reason? Oh, the reason is the same as it
always is in such cases: the city owns and op-
crates its own water, light and gas systems.

10,000 False Fire Alarms Annually
T SEEMS as if there could not possibly be
that many even in the great city of New York,
but there are 28 false fire-alarm calls per day,
and that figures up 10,000 in a year. The cost
of ecach false fire alarm is set at about $20; a
clear waste of $200,000 a year.

214,000 More Accept Poor Relief
HILE in some respects Britain scems bet-
ter off since she went off the gold stand-
ard, yet in the six months from the end of Sep-
tember, 1931, to the end of March, 1932, the
number of persons accepting poor relief rose
from 1,005,813 to 1,220,000, an increase of more
than 214,000,

Made $175,000 Shining Shoes
IERADI, Italian boy, landed at the Battery 52
years ago at the age of 14, with just enough
money to buy a shoe-shining outfit., In due time
he came to have the shoe-shining concession at
the Grand Central station, and when he died,
recently, he left $175,000, all made in shining
shoes. Tt is said he could stroll into almost any
shoe-shining station in New York state and get
his shoes shined for nothing, which gave him
the edge on visiting kings and even the hero of
the charge on Anacostia.
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An Honest Man in the Navy
HERE is an honest man in the navy. Gov-
ernment engincers had estimated that it
would cost $70,000 to supervise certain work at
Taft, California. The honest mnan, a lieutenant
by the name of Kelley, did the work for $2,000
and returned $68,000 to the treasury at Wash-
ington.

Rebuilding the Yangise Dikes
N THE rebuilding of the Yangtse dikes, just
completed, an average of (70,000 men and
women were employed. They were paid mostly
in food. In the five months in which the work
was in progress as much dirt was handled as
would build a wall 614 feet wide and 614 feet
high all around the ecarth at the equator.

United States and League of Nations
FELIx Moriey, for two years director of the
Geneva office of the League of Nations As.
sociation of the United States, points out that
the United States is now represented in the
work of more League committees than any reg-
ular League member except the five powers with
permanent seats in the couneil.

Unemployment Grows by Leaps and Bounds
HT president of the American Federation of
Labor claims that 1,300,000 Americans lost
their jobs from January to May inclusive and
that in June the number laid off was more than
600,000. He thinks that the fourth winter under
the great food administrator of the World War
will show at least 13.000,000 out of work.

Hoover an Expensive Man

HITE HOUSLE expenses under four years

of Harding were $1,377,840; under Cool-
idge they were $1,722,560; under Iloover they
are $2,114217. Coolidge got along with one
$7.700 seerctary; IHoover has to have four at
$10,000 each. Wilson had three automobiles;
Hoover has to have eleven. Great man!

Hungary’s Merchant Fleet
O GET to the secacoast ITungary must go
through Austria to the Ttalian port of Tri-
este, vet sailing from this port there are now sev-
eral Hungarian stcamship lines, traversing the
seven seas. This development is due to the fact
that Hungary was once a part of Austria and
Anustria’s principal port was at Trieste, now in
Ialy.

BrooxryN, N, Y.

On the Other Hand
N TIIIE vear 1928, which was the peak pros-
perity vear, the total wages paid American
workers were $630,000,000 more than they were
the yvear previous. On the other hand, the profits
and interest paid bond- and stockholders rose
from $2,469,000,000 in 1922 to %7,588,000,000 in
1929,

Paris Has Gone HHad

EPORTS from Paris are that it has gone

mad. In the effort to be more licentious
than New York it is now practicing devil-wor-
ship in eleven temples. Three temples to Venus
have heen opened within a month. Shameless
women are everywhere. Dancing has become
open lewdness.

Longest Bar in the World
HF longest bar in the world 1s in the League
of Nations building at Geneva, the location
of the “political expression of God's kingdom
on earth”. The Methodist General Conference
at Atlantie City has just advocated entrance of
the United States into the Leaguc of Nations,
and is for a bone-dry world.

Improving Amierican Figures
C ALLING attention to the fact that in Russia,
on account of slinuner rations, fat paunches
have almost entirely disappeared, the dmerican
Freeman thinks the figures of the American
people ought to he greatly improved hy the time
the ‘victor of the siege of .Anacostia’ retires,
March 4 next.

25,000 Digging for Gold in California
HE Los Angeles Daily News claims that
some 25,000 of the unemployed arve rework-
ing the old placer mines of California, their
day’s toil sometimes not netting them more than
75¢. By the time this is printed the weather will
be too eold for outdoor life and these poor un-
fortunates will have to return to the cities to
try to find some way to exist until spring.

The Busrra Sahibs of Bombay
N THE Timces of India the hurra sahibs of
Bombay (the Big Business men) are heing
criticized, not for the millions thattheymadedur-
ing the World War, but for the way they are
now discharging right and left the young men
that they hounded into the trenches at that time.
Tt scems as if the burra sahibs were nearly all

alike, wherever you find then.
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We Do Not Veuch for This
T IS said that one of the B.E.I". came from
(alifornia with a printed slogan on his back,
“Give me a lift or I will vote for IToover” and
made the trip from the Coast all the way to
WWashington in five dav:, We do not guarantee
the truthlfulness of this report, byt it represents
fairly well the way the bonus men feel toward
the present incumbent of the presidential office.

Plague of Mice ir Australia

ILLIOXNS of mice are overrunning part of

northwestern Vietoria, Australia. Facto-
ries are working overtime to keep up with
the demand for mousetraps. In one instance the
mice are said to have become so bold that a num-
ber of them attacked a cat and chewed off one of
her ears and part of her tail. This story is
vouched for by a Melbourne police officer.

The White Caps of New York
N JUNE, 1932, two voung men out of work
went to a New York hatter and asked him to
make up some white duck eaps which they could
sell at a profit for 25¢ each. They took 100 doz-
en to Coney Island and disposed of the entire
lot in six hours. Within two weeks 700 workers
were making white duck hats in New York and
2,000 men were selling them on the street cor-
ners.

Order of Woodcraft Chivalry
RITAIN is organizing an Order of Wood-
craft Chivalry for uncmployed young men
between the ages of 18 and 25. These young
men will he asgsizted to provide largely for their
own wants in fcod, clothing and reereation, the
idea being that they will be returned to industry
refreshed instead of demoralized. They will
surrender their unemployment henefits for the
general use of the camp.

Seattle’s Unemployed Citizens League
FATTLE'S Unemployed Citizens’ League is
worrying the statesmen ol the Teapot Dome
and Jackass parties hecause it is showing so
much common sensge. It is operating shoe repair
shops, making, remodeling and repairing cloth-
ing, giving free shaves and haireuts, cutting
firewood, tilling municipal gardens, and doing
about everything people need to do or have done
in order to live, Just now Scattle has 50,000
men, women and children that are heing helped
by this organization, and are backing its politi-
cal ideas.

me GOLDEN AGE u

Progress at the Dead Sea

HE visitor to Jerusalem may now proceed

by motor car 26 miles to the Dead sea in the
space of 50 minutes. A trip around the Dead
sca, which 18 10 miles wide and 53 miles long,
can he made by motor boat in a few hours. The
chemieal works now employs 300 hands. Plans
are atoot to huild a resort for the workers,
where there will he a golf eourse, tennis courts,
swimming and vachting, all at a point 1,300 fect
below sea level.

How Br, Dawes Made Good
EX-VICE-PRE.SIDENT Cuances (. Dawes made

good as president of the Reconstructlion
Finance Corporation. As soon as he made good
he resigned. And as soon as he regigned he obh-
tained from the Reconstruction IFinance Cor-
poration £80,000,000 whereby he saved his bank,
the Central Republic of Chicago; and that is
how he made good. This is the higgest loan so
far, and when it is compared with the Battle of
Anacostia it does not look so good.

Cardinal Mundelein Could Not Go
Cmmxm MuxpeLeix could not go to the eu-
charistic congress at Dublin. The reason
he could not get away was, so he said, “hecause
he deemed it unwise to be absent from Chicago
(the holy city) during the Republican and Dem-
ocratic conventions there.,” Also, economic con-
ditions arve bad; money is hard to get; people
hate to pay mass money for dragging relatives
out of fires that do not exist except in the mind
of the collector.

Will Rogers on the Battle of Anacostia
N A LETTER to the New York Times, Will
Rogers gives views on the bonus debacle at
Anacostia which we hope reached the eyes of
the hero of the Rapidan :

*No matter how you fcel about the whole thing,
voil have got to admire the fine way that body of hun-
giv men acted while they were there. They hold the
record for being the best hehaved of any fifteen thou-
sand hungry men cver assembled anywhere in the
world. They were hunery and they were secing our
government wastineg thousands and millions before
their eyes, and yet they remained fair and sensible.

Would 15,000 hungry bankers have done it, 15,000
farmers, 15,000 preachers? It’s easy to be a gentleman
when you are well fed, but these boys did it on an emp-
ty stomach, So we at least owe them a vote of thanks,
and it was too bad their fine record was marred at the
finish by somebody blundering.”’
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Aftermaths of the Non-War at Shanghai
VERYBODY knows there was ‘no war’ at
Shanghai; it was only “a disturbed condi-
tion”, but the conditions that followed were as
bad as if a regular war had been fought. Hold-
ups and piracies have become common; 22
wealthy men have been kidnaped. In one instance
a government launch armed with four machine
guns was captured by the outlaws. China is
every bit as bad as Chicago.

Sad Conditions in the Virgin Islands

NEWSPAPER received from the Virgin

Islands, Uncle Sam's acquisition from Den-
mark, in the West Indies, contains the little item
tucked away in the midst of a paragrapl on
taxation that handieraftsmen cannot earn $1 a
day during six months of the year, and that the
children of the island are undernourished. The
islands have no wealthy people. They are wa-
tered only by the rainfall.

The Pope Has It Right
THE pope is out with a statement that “money
in itself is completely devoid of value” and
that the right thing to do is to “regard wealth
with complete contempt”. How happy this makes
us! This shows that it won’t be long now before
the pope issues orders that no more shall the
lowly poor be stung for masses for the dead, no
more will they have to pay for bogus relies or
religious gewgaws as charms to aid or prevent
this or that, and, hest of all, no more will they
have to build ‘churches’ or pay a lot of lazy par-
asites to rule over them at home and at Vati-
ean City. Attaboy, Ratti!

Why the Railroads Merge
HE railroads merge so that they can get
along with fewer emplovees. Every big
merger of hanks, railroads, or what not, means
so many hundreds or so many thousands thrown
out of work, and a big cutting down in the num-
ber of customers, and in their buying power.
A man who is out of a job is a mighty poor cus-
tomer of a bank. Thousands of banks have been
wrecked because the big men at their head in-
sisted upon mergers. The mergers took place;
many persons lost their jobs; they began to live
on their savings; they withdrew their money
from the banks, and the banks went flat. It is
not wise for a hog to try to get all the swill for
himself; he may overturn the trough and then
nobody will get any.

BRrookLYN, N, Y.

Many Women in Masculine Jobs

CCORDING to the 1930 census 3,089 women
were employed in the United States as
workers in blast furnaces and steel rolling mills,
2,597 held jobs in sawmills, 435 were in car and
railroad shops, 289 were steam railroad switch-
men and flagmen, 127 were building labhorers,
20 were machinists, 19 were molders, 9 were
blacksmiths, 5 were sheet metal workers, 3 were
sca captains, and 1 was a plumber. There was
also one telephone lineman,

Ask Only $5 for a Leap for Life

HE regular stunt men employed by the mov-

ing picture magnates at Hollywood com-
plain that their field is repeatedly invaded by
persons who offer to make thrilling leaps for
life from airplanes or to do other hair-raising
stunts for as little as $5 a stunt. No doubt, in
many instances, the unfortunates who make
these leaps are secretly in hopes that each leap
may be the last and are choosing an easy way
out of the present widespread sorrows.

Salaries of Railroad Presidents

F THE railroads running out of New York
city, the following are the salaries of their
presidents: Pennsylvania, $135,000; Baltimore
& Ohio, $120,000; New York, New Haven &
Hartford, $90,000; Delaware, Lackawanna &
Western, $67,000; Erie, $67,500; Central Rail-
road of New Jersey, $64,800; Delaware & Hud-
son, $90,000; Lehigh Valley, $72,000; Philadel-
phia & Reading, $67,500; all together there are
1,104 railway executives that receive $10,000 or
more a year.

Crooks in Pennsylvania?

AN it be possible that there are crooks in

the great Keystone State? Governor Pin-
chot, trying to stir certain politicians to a sense
of common honesty, recently wrote to one of
them: “The House has 17 sergeants-at-arms.
Some of them don’t even report to Harrisburg
to get their checks, but have them sent by mail,
and so with the House pages and so with com-
mittee clerks. And why pass the judiciary by?
Maybe you never heard how judges cause de-
ficiencies and double their salaries by sitting in
other jurisdictions than their own. As one ex-
ample, Judge Barnett, of the Juniata-Perry dis-
trict, collected $15,450 on a salary of $9,000 in
one year.”
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Exciting Fight for Control of a Plane
TWELVE THOUSAND feet over Chicago a

break in the exhaust line of an airplanc en-
gine caused the pilot to faint while in full con-
trol ol the machine. It required fortv-five min-
utes of almost superhuman strength and effort
to enable another occupant of the plane to gain
control and get the collapsed man out of his
seat. What a fight for life that was two miles
over Chieago can only be faintly imagined by
those who have never been up in a plane.

Finance Corporation Refuses Pennsylvania Loan
ITE  Reconstruction Finance Corporation,
which has been so generous to Big Business,
as represented by the railroads and the banks,
has heen rather hard on the great state of which
Mr. Pinchot is governor. Despite the fact that
Pennsylvania has for vears paid one-tenth of
the expenses of the federal administration,
amounting, on the average, to about $276,000,-
000 a year, it was refused a temporary loan of
$10,000,000 needed for relief work.

Restlessness in New Zealand

N NEW ZEALAND the jobless are being

herded into prison camps and are not taking
their treatment well. On a Thursday night re-
cently the crowd got out of control in Auckland
and for two hours the city was at the mercy of
a howling mob that looted stores and ended with
injuries to 23 policemen and hundreds of citi-
zens, with an estimated damage of $500,000. A
few nights later a like mob smashed 150 plate
glass windows in Wellington. In view of present
conditions the bishop of New Zealand has offered
to give up his episcopal residence and to take
a cut in his salary. Wise man!

Diversion of Charity Funds in Philadelphia
HE Philadelphia Transcript claims that thou-
sands of dollars painfully collected through
the sale of Christmas seals, and intended to he
used solely for the benefit of the weak, the lowly
and the very poor, with special reference to tu-
bereulosis, were diverted from the poor to the
very rich by the Philadelphia Health Council,
who paid out $15,522.59 for special services to
millionaire factory owners who paid hack only
$9,455.69. Thus the common people, who bought
the Christmas seals, were really held up to the
tune of $6,066.90. The more one comes to know
of the ways of Big Business, the more he has
to hold his nose.
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Pinchot Docs Not Admire Hoover
Govmxou Pixcuor, of Pennsylvania, appar-
ently does not admire Mr. I{oover. He says
that the treatment of the bonus army in Wash-
ington was “brutal, stupid and altogether un-
necessary’ and that “a little forbearance, a little
common sense” “would have moved them if they
had to be moved, without breaking any bones”.
The bonus men have gone back home to snow
Hoover under in November. Seems as if it
ought not to be a very hard thing to do.

Chinese Losses at Shanghai

N THE exhibit of a “disturbed condition”
which Japan put on at Shanghai the Chinese
lost factories worth $21,600,000; wharves which
cost $3.262,500; other buildings which were val-
ued at 78,360,000, Ten colleges and universities
were cloged, 30 sccondary schools and 192 pri-
mary schools. School property worth $4,500,000
was destroved; highways were damaged to the
amount of $453,600. Railway losses are put at
$5,400,000.

Associated Gas and Electric Properties

SSOCIATED Gas and Electric Properties,

the shoestring arrangement by which two
men with an actual investment of $308,318.19
control some sixty operating ecompanies with
assets totaling more than $900,000,000, has done
much to reconcile intelligent persons to the tak-
ing over of all public utilities in the interests
of the people. The top company, removed from
the operating companies by a succession of five
or sixX holding companies which hold the ass<ts
of the onc beneath, managed to squeeze out for
itself in the year 1929 a modest 269.61 percent
of profit.

Death in the Garbage Can

FOUR-YEAR-OLD hoy was killed and his
two sisters were made seriously ill by food
which was secured from the garbage pails of
commission houses and restaurants of Qakland,
California. Probably the food which poisoned
them had been cooked or stored in aluminum
containers, and that cannot he helped so long
as aluminum utensil advertising is so profitable,
but it does seem a little hit unfortunate that the
rugged individualism of the Wall Street Soviet
should have led these little American kids into
such a pecnliar place to get the food they had
to have to live.
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Upholding the Law in Detroit

N DETROIT a young father, out of work,

penniless, went out to steal milk for his baby
girl. Detectives saw him, and the two brave men,
realizing fully his awful crime, shot him in the
back. If he recovers he will suffer lifelong pa-
ralysis. Just how it comes that he was not mur-
dered outright for his terrible erime of stealing
a bottle of milk for his starving baby is not ex-
plained, but no doubt it was the kind-hearted-
ness and manhood of the detectives that kept
them from doing such a thing as that.

Reverend Larkey Kept Some for Himself
A GOOD place for a reverend is as chaplain
in a prison; he gets a chance to swipe some-
thing on the side., Reverend Arthur G. Larkey
was on the chaplain’s staff of the Michigan state
prison at Jackson. He helped some of the in-
carcerated war veterans to cash their adjusted
compensations, and then, to help himself, being
a “reverend”, he kept part of the cash for him-
self. All of this would seem reasonable enough
to a “reverend”, but not to an honest man, and
so Reverend Larkey lost his job. Overalls? Yes,
sir. Right this way, sir. Alarm clocks, counter
number 13.

The Press Associations and the Hungry
H OUSE-TO-HOUSE visitation of the people
with the message of God’s kingdom fully
verifies the oft-printed reports that there are
now 10,000,000 unemployed in the United States,
and millions who are hungry. In the face of
this faect, and the further revelation that com-
munists are practically never met with, one mar-
vels at the fact that every time an army of the
unemployed and the hungry invades some cap-
ital or city hall, the press dispatches always re-
fer to them as communists. The thing is so mani-
festly untrue and unfair that it is tiresome. The
press associations are not trying to tell the
truth; they are trying desperately to poison
the minds of the public against those who have
the misfortune to be unemployed and hungry.
They even did that against the war veterans.
The reason for their flood of propaganda against
the hungry is so that when the time comes to
use poison gas and machine guns the common,
ordinary, every-day, average American bone-
head will think that it was quite the right thing
to do. The press associations are the worst en-
emies of the true lovers of justice and righteous-
ness.

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

Progress on the Hoover Dam

W ORK on the Hoover dam is in progress on

an eleven-mile front. On both sides of the
river there are now well-surfaced highways
hewn out of the solid rock. In one instance five
tunnels, one of them 450 feet long, had to be bored
in the distance of a single mile in order to get
the road through. The largest cement mixing
plant in the world is turning out 5,000 cubic
yards of cement per day. Four diversion tun-
nels, each 55 feet in diameter, are in construec-
tion, They must be finished before work on the
dam proper is begun. Eight locomotives and
one hundred rock cars are kept busy. The dam,
which will be 730 feet high, will back up the river
115 miles. In one place the shores will be eight
miles apart. It will hold the flow of the Colora-
do for two years. The waters within the dam
would cover Connecticut ten feet deep. The
power development will be twice that of Niagara
Falls. The 226-mile aqueduct to Los Angeles
will cost $38,500,000 and will have 155 miles of
feeder line.

Governor Pinchot for Free Speech
RITING to Edwood K. Bean, burgess of
Lansdale, Pa., who refused to permit the
Hosiery Workers’ Union to meet in that borough,
Governor Pinchot told him a few things that
one would think would percolate through any
bean, no matter how obtuse:

“If the Constitution of the State and the Nation
mean what they say, then free speech is a fundamental
right of every American citizen, and the denial of
free speech is unlawful.

““Both you and I arc sworn to uphold the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States and this Com-
monwealth. I call your attention pointedly to this
fact, and to the very faet that obedience to the Consti-
tution is the duty of every American citizen, including
yourself.

‘““Entirely apart from the constitutional right of
frec speech, it has been demonstrated times beyond
number that the policy of denying this right is danger-
ous and ineffective and has the direct result of advane-
ing instead of repressing the cause against which the
denial is made. The surest way to spread any doetrine
or to disseminate any set of opinions is to forbid peo-
ple to mention them in publie. Even savages who per-
petuate the names of their dead chiefs by forbidding
the speaking of their names, have learned this fact.

““To prevent meetings held in support of the right
of labor to organize is to deny a right which the Con-
stitution, the laws and the judicial decisions of Penn-
sylvania specifically recognize.’’
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Economists Find Old Parties Bankrupt
P ROFESsOR JOHN DEwry, of Columbia Univer-
sity, and five hundred other leading ccon-
omists have said: “We have at this time no real
party government or responsibility because
both old parties do the bidding of that invisible
government created by the few to serve the in-
terests of the few. The bankruptey of the old
parties is a challenge to the courage and intel-
ligence of every American citizen.” Mr. Dewey
and his friends will back the ecandidacy of Nor-
man Thomas this vear.

Puaid $1 for a Bum Show

BELOIT councilmman went to church and

before he heard the sermon he was indis-
creet enough to put $1 in the collection plate.
He then heard a political talk, but no expound-
ing of the Word of God. Feeling that he had
been huncoed he went to the minister and de-
manded his dollar back. All he got was the air,
He became ruffled and sued the minister for ex-
tracting one dollar under false pretense. We
do not think he will get his dollar back; he paid
it for a bum show, and the show is over and gone,
but if the experience has tanght him something
it will be worth more to him than many dollars.
For the price he paid he could have got more
information out of four of Judge Rutherford’s
books than he could obtain in church in a hun-
dred years. If the Jw's in Beloit let this case
go by they are dead slow.

The Story of a Liitle Girl

N 1825 the government of the United States

made an offer of $1,000 for the most accept-
able design to be placed upon the new cent coin
coon to he issued.

NSome Indian chiefs traveled from the North-
west to Washington to visit the “great father”,
and then journeved to Philadelphia to see the
mint, whose chief engraver was James Barton
Longaere, who invited them to his house,

The engraver's daughter, Saral, aged 10,
greatly enjoved the visit of her father's guests,
and during the evening, to please her, one of
the chiefs took off his feathered helmet and war
bonnet and placed it on her head. In the com-
pany was an artist, who immediately sketched
her and handed the picture to her father,

Mr. Longacre, knowing of the competition for
a likeness to go upon the cent projected, under
the inspiration of the hour, resolved to contend
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for the prize offered by the government. To his
delight the officials accepted it, and the face of
his daunghter appeared upon the coin, which
was circulated about the nation for nearly a cen-
tury. There were more than a hundred competi-
tors. The cent bearing the face of Sarah Long-
acre has gone into more hands than any other
American coin. Notice the hair projecting be-
low the helmet and hanging down on her neck.

The Deflation of Big Business

EFERRING to the deflation of Big Business,
the New York Times says of the man who
makes such a perfeet picture of the whole Big
Business crowd: “If Kreuger did not believe in
his own inflated wvalues, he did believe, as =0
many did, in our illusory prosperity. He mis-
led some of the best informed, including himself,
because it wag a time when few were not misled.
His deceptions were the result of overconfidence
in the future, for he counted upon rising profits
to cover them up, and it was the relentless ad-
vance of deflation that proved his undoing.” To
this we merely add that it is now perfectly ap-
parent to the whole world that the Big Business
crowd are merely a hig collection of Kreugers,
all cut off the same strip, all without any con-
struetive ideas, and few of them any more hon-
est than Kreuger turned out to be,

Items from Soviet Russia

DISPATCHES gay the Russians are finding
it hard to run a Ford auto factory as Ford
runsitin Ameriea; and thismay well be believed.
The April production was to have been 1,075
cars, but as only one or two rear axles were pro-
duced and an auto without a rear axle leaves
something to be desired, the month’s output
was not a shining success. However, that will
be reetified. There have been railroad accidents.
In one case, where several were injured, they
were thoughtlessly laid on the other track of
a double-track railway and a freight train came
along and killed fifty of them. A dispatch from
lumania says that persons on that side of the
river witnessed the shooting down by Soviet
troops on the Russian side of the river of 100
persons who were participating in nothing
worse than some kind of Easter celebration, 1t
is claimed that recently in Moscow 1,500,000
soldiers marched, as a notice to the world that
Soviet Russia will fight to keep every inch of
her soil her own.



“Can These Things Be ?”

T YOU doubt the Seripture statement, “The
whole world lieth in the wicked one,” you
should read the illuminative and instructive
book bearing the above title by George Seldes,
published by Brewer, Warren & Putnam, 6 E.
53d St., New York City. There is probably not
a man alive who knows more about the terrors
of Fascism than George Scldes, veteran JKuro-
pean correspondent of the Chicago Tribunc.
(ertainly no obgerver of the system ever ana-
Ivzed this hideous substitute for a government
better than Mr. Seldes has done in his book.

Imagine a country in which the school children
are encouraged to come to school decked out in
their fathers’ daggers and guns and to become
braggarts and bullies, “a black terror edition of
the League of Communist Youth.” The heads
of the universitics, the professors, and the teach-
crs in the grade schools must all be members of
the Fascist party. An official boyeott is placed
on all men of learning who are not active in Fas-
cist politics. In Italv there is not a single non-
Fasecist newspaper allowed, and therefore there
can be no propaganda for liberty, democracy
or freedom; yet at the same time Fasecism has
a fund of 5,000,000 lire to use for buying up
newspaper space in other countries.

Americans generally do not know that in Eu-
rope it is a common practice for dictators to pur-
chase newspaper space and editorial opinion
for propaganda purposes in the principal cities
of the eontinent, indeed, the practice is so gen-
cral that even the ISuropean editions of Amer-
ican newspapers participate. On this point Mr.
Seldes says:

Fascist Italy today is doing exactly what the Czar
did from 1905 to 1917. The methods are nct so erude,
perhaps, but some day the Roman archives may show
cxactly what European and American newspapers
have had subsidies of money, who has rececived dec-
orations and honors, which newspapers and agencies
have accepted the bribery of free cable and radio
wordage, and just how and wherc the Faseist moncy
was placed in advertising to buy up newspapers.

The incredible depths of meanness to which
Fascism can go and has gone in its persccution
of editors is illustrated in Albert Gianninni of
the Beeco Giallo. He published two photographs,
one of an English bulldog and the other of Mus-
solini. They looked so much alike that a laugh
went around the world — and Gianninni had to
flee the country. His house was twice entered
by Fascists; his entire life’s savings were stol-

en; his wife fell ill, and during the long months
of her illness two Fascist agents stood by her
bedside until she died. Even the smallest of his
children are under constant surveillance. They
cannot go to lunch or play with other children
or even go for a walk without the eyves of these
agents of tyranny constantly upon them.

Not a foreign correspondent in Italy can send
a dispatch which does not go to the Foreign Of-
fice to be copied. 1f anything displeasing is
found the dispateh is delayed and sometimes it
is garbled so that when it arrives at its destina-
tion it is unintelligible,

Travelers returning from Ttaly frequently
report that the traing run on time, but Mr. Seldes
gives a long list of other things which Mussolini
has done to make Italy what it is today:

ACHIEVEMENTS OF FASCIST ‘‘GOVERNMENT’’
Abolition of parliament;

Abolition of the constitutional power of the king;

Abolition of all the non-Fascist press;

Abolition of the right of public association, frec-
masonry, ete.;

Abolition of free suffrage ;

Abolition of freedom of the magistrates;

Abolition of free speech;

Law courts placed under Fascist militia;

Abolition of the inviolability of private homes;

Abolition of the right to choose and exercise a busi-
ness or a profession;

Abolition of the right of frece movement (emigration,
or peasants’ going from one part of the country to
another) ;

Curtailment of theliberty of conseience and religion ;

Abolition of the right to choose nationality ;

Annulment of Article 30 of the Statutes guarantee-
Ing no unjust taxation;

Suppression of all municipal liberties,

And May 26, 1926, Mussolini said:

‘It is T who have dictated these measures: recall
of all passports; order to shoot without warning
anyone trying to cross the frontier sceretly; sup-
pression of all anti-Fascist publications ; dissolution
of all groups, associations suspected of anti-Fas-
cism; creating of a speeial poliee in all parts of the
country; creation of secret investigation burcaus
and special tribunals.’

On the other hand, says Mr. Seldes, there are
numerous accidents, but, as under Fascism it
is forbidden to report train wrecks or other
railroad trouble, the knowledge of these things
never gets out of the country or, for that mat-
ter, very far away from the locality where the
accident happened.
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About a thousand banks and credit organiza-
tions have gone bankrupt under the dictator-
ship and in most cases the creditors got only
ten to twenty percent. \When the stock crash
came in 1929 the banks and great industries
were required to distribute the same dividends
as in the previous year, with the result that in
many instances the dividends were paid entire-
ly out of reserves and frequently out of capital.

Of the more respectable acts of Mr. Mussoli-
ni’s “government” there can be set down his an-
nual expenditure of 2,000,000,000 lire for police,
gendarmes, city espionage and the six Fascist
militias. There can be set down Mussolini’s de-
mand that the [amilies he inereased as rapidly
as possible o that a huge army can be produced
for use in the promised day when Italy is to
make the skies of Kurope black with planes. As
Ttalo Balbo, Fascist air minister, put the matter,

*“A modest acrial army of 300 planes carrying two
tons of toxie bombs each, in a single flicht can kill 50,-
000 inhabitants in ten dificrent villages; that means
in eight days they could put hors de jew four million
persons in cight places. Imagine the publie services
disorganized, the terrible anxiety to find out what gas
the enemy is using, the anguish of violent lung trou-
bles, and the panic! No anti-aircraft defense can pre-
vent such an invasion. . . . We must give the enemy
the precise sensation of our mastery of the air and the
possibility of our aviation striking, without pity, the
population of the country.”

Another achievement of what might be called
the ‘regular and more legitimate aspects’ of Mr.
Mussolini's government is that the maffia of Sie-
ily and Calabria was broken up. Do you know
how it was broken up? The larger branch of it
was taken over hodily into Fascism. Stated
otherwise, the little maffias have ceased to cxist.
A huge maffia covering the entire country has
taken their place.

Treatment of Prisoners

It is in its treatment of prisoners that a gov-
ernment shows its true character. Concerning
these Mr. Seldes says in the most matter-of-fact
manner:

The tortures are used on political prisoners accord-
ing to a method prepared in advance and identieal
in all Ttalian prisons. Besides the stabbing with sticks
filled at the points with powdered lead, besides the
fist blows with iron gloves, which are used in all police
stations, we have information that the following meth-
ods are used upon political prisoners, ‘to make them
talk.’

™ GOLDEN AGE a

1. Blows drawing blood. (Cases of Triests and Mon-
facone alrcady denounced in the press)

2. The use of boiling water in which the prisoners’
hands are held to extort confessions through physical
pain, (Cases of Milan and Breseia)

3. Starvation, total darkness and blows used alter-
nately, (This system was first used in Brescia and
later was adopted in all Faseist prisons.)

4. Injections of chemical substances in order to
create a state of madness and obtain ‘‘information’’
from the prisoner during his delirium.

5. Pricking the testicles with pins until serious in-
flammation has begun. (Brescia and Genoa)

6. In some instances tying the testieles with chains
or ropes, regulating the pain by steadily inecreasing
pressure. (Rome, Naples and Genoa)

7. Thrusting pins deep under the nails. (Turin,
Genoa, Milan)

8. Enemas of a solution of iodine, causing very pain-
ful blisters in the intestines. (Perugia)

9. Cutting the tongue with knives.

10. Pulling out the hair of the pubes. (\\s in Mon-
faleone and in Milan with Signorina Lina Morandotti,
sent to a elinie insane from the pain)

11. Even making use of insects, as in Florence,
where to secure ‘‘confessions’” from politieal prisoners
a black beetle under glass is kept on the vietim three
and four hours until he ‘“‘talks’’,

If you have read the foregoing a few times
and pondered it, you will perhaps not want to
know anything more of what is going on in It-
aly. Yet you must know that at Ustica, one of
Mussolini’s penal islands, when a prisoner com-
mitted suicide by jumping into the water tank,
the other prisoners were compelled to drink the
water from the tank while the body was rotting
in it. When a second one committed suicide by
jumping into the same tank, a request of the
prisoners that the tank should then be cleaned
and covered was refused. You should also know
that in Italy, “on information received,” it mat-
ters not how, a man may be seized without warn-
ing, taken away, cross-examined for long periods
and handeuffed for from 50 to 150 hours, placed
in a sealed car, horribly hot in summer and bit-
terly cold in winter, and taken away. The ablest
men in Italy have been sentenced to a living
death because of offenses, real or imasinary,
against the dictatorship.

You should know that on Lipari the prisoners
are beaten, spat upon, and the militiamen make
the rounds of the prisoners’ slecping quarters
five times in a night. When the women bheggcd
that the rooms where the children were sleeping
be exempt the monsters made ten inspection
rounds every night so that sleep and rest be-
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came impossible. These militiamen even said
in the presence of the prisoners that the day is
coming when there will be a general massacre
of the prisoners.

You should know that in Rome itself a young
man named Milosh was “crucified”, Mussolini’s
militiamen undertaking to pull the arms out of
the body, which resulted in the breaking of the
aorta. Death relieved the poor man of his ag-
ony. You should also know that in Regio Emilia
twenty-five anti-Fascist workingmen were mas-
sacred.

In addition to blows, clubbing, kicks, and spitting
in the face, the Chekah and the regular blackshirt
militiamen use sandbags, irons, and an instrument
they jokingly eall a ‘“nut-cracker’. It is made of two
wocden sticks, fastened at one end by a piece of leather.
The pain of the men tortured in this ‘nut-cracker’ is
beyond human imagination.

Other Interesting Chapiers

While it is a survey of Italian Fascism that
has particularly attracted our attention, yet
there are many other interesting chapters in
Mr. Seldes’ book. He thinks the militarization
of youth as praeticed in Italy and Russia is
leading on to another world war in which it will
be decided whether Russian or American cul-
ture shall prevail. Our subscribers know that
we rejoice in the assurance that God has a bet-
ter way, which He will put into operation by
executing in a wholesale manner all young and
old murderers of Russia and Italy, as well as
of the nations to the west. A reading of M.
Seldes’ book will convinece any honest person
that this so-called “civilization” of ours is so
rotten that it is falling apart and is really de-
manding for itself the destruction to which it
is entitled and which it will receive at the hands
of Almighty God.

Another item or two in passing. Stalin is
building in the Urals an industrial center capa-
ble of supplying all of Russia with munitions
of war, from raw ore to the finished guns and
chemicals of the future conflict. Italian and Bul-
garian money is spreading Fascism throughout
Bulgaria. From the moment he enters the coun-
try every American reporter is shadowed, and
should he once dare to speak to a politician of
any of the five non-Fascist parties, he becomes
an object of special suspicion. The police pay
the porters at hotels and apartment houses to
report on mail received and sent out by journal-
ists, to whom sent, from whom received, the
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names of visitors, persons he dines with and
the itineraries of his trips.

In Mr. Seldes’ book you will see Germany go-
ing Fascist as you have seen it of late in the
daily press, and you will have it pointed out to
you that modern warfare is the liberation of
nitrogen from its compounds and that Germany
has facilities for ‘fixing’ more than twenty times
the amount of nitrogen that all the rest of the
world combined can ‘fix’. One of the new Ger-
man airplanes is described as capable of carry-
ing four small cannon, as well as numerous
machine guns. These planes can carry five tons
of bombs, keep an altitude of about 20,000 feet,
beyond the anti-aireraft range, and make the
circuit Madrid, Rome, Paris, Brussels and back
without a landing.

One more item will be of considerable interest
to many of our readers because sometime ago
we had an article on psychoanalysis and more
recently one on demonism. On page 418 of his
interesting book Mr. Seldes tells what hap-
pened to a young married woman who went to
one of these psychoanalysis “experts”. It is
enough of itself to make us long for God’s king-
dom, for which we pray, and it convinces us
that there is no other cure for human woes:

He made her take a pad and pencil to her bedside
and lay guard on her dreams. In a week he had her
dreaming herself into a fantastic repugnance at the
very thought of returning to the man who was footing
the bills. In another week he had her dreaming of
himself as the substitute for the husband. The third
week they went to Budapest together, and left the
boy alone in a Vienna hotel. The woman was lost in
an irresponsible trance of neurotic passion in which
all the social and personal obligations that hitherto
had governed her were less than shadows. She had
developed such a fixation on the psychoanalyst that
she speedily bored him, and without making the faint-
est attempt to transfer her fixation from himself to
anyone else, or even back to the husband, he left her.
A month later the husband found the shattered wreck
of his wife in a sanitarium. She had a maniacal aver-
sion to his mere presence in the same room, and the
baffled and agonized man was compelled to leave her
there and return to America with the boy, whom she
could not bear near her either.

The Friend of God

“Seest thou how faith wrought with his works,
and by works was faith made perfect? . . . and
he was called the Friend of God.”—James 2:
22, 23.



Paper By Francis J. Cirves

THE first information we have of the making
of paper on which records were kept is from
the Egyptians in 4000 B.C. It was produced
from the pith of the papyrus plant, a reed that
grows wild today along the banks of the Nile.
Paper was also produced from the leafy tuft
that grew on the tip of the stem, which was
about eight feet out of the mud.

In the year 105 B.C. Tsai Lun, a Chinaman,
prepared paper from the bark of trees, especial-
ly the mulberry; also from hemp, rags and fish-
nets. Archzological discoveries relate how the
inventor later committed suicide, due to court
intrigue. The Chinese also originated the use of
lichen and starch for sizing, and gypsum for
improving the surface. The Arabians learned
the art from Chinese prisoners in Samarkand
in A.D. 751.

The writings of the Hebrews were performed
by the scribes, who wrote with ink upon parch-
ment rolls and serolls. Such scrolls were made
of smooth sheepskins and goatskins and rolled
up from the ends, and were so large and bulky
as to require a wheelbarrow to cart several of
them,

In the days of the apostles, stationery was
considerably in use by those who were able to
read and write. These papers were not as thin
and smooth as we have today, nevertheless they
were suitable for letters, books, official records
and documents, In 2 John 12 the apostle states:
“Having many things to write unto you, I would
not write with paper and ink.” Paul mentions
“the books” and “the parchments” in 2 Timothy
4:13.

Although printing by movable type was not
invented until 1450, by Gutenberg, paper was
first made in Germany in Ravensburg, in 1290.

Up to 1800 paper was made everywhere from
cotton and linen rags. With the increase of
knowledge and of demand for writing and print-
ing facilities the dirth of paper-making fibres
was overcome with the introduction of the wood
fibre, of which there is a good supply in our
forests. Paper-making fibres are also obtained
from straw, hemp, jute, sisal, esparto, bamboo,
cornstalks, bagasse or sugar cane. Esparto,
which is also known as Spanish grass, grows in
Spain and in northern Africa. It resembles a
stout wire and yields a high-grade book or print-
ing paper. It has found much favor in England
and other European countries.
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Uses of Wood and Cellulose

The wood or cellulose fibre is not limited to
the production of paper, but has widened into a
diversity of uses and applications. Allied paper
products are wall board, shipping containers,
drums, waterproof boxes and cans, cups, towels,
handkerchiefs, twine, meshed cord sacks, wicker
supplies, floor mats, window shades, ete.

Paper when properly produced and treated
is used in the electrical industry for cable insula-
tion, condenser dielectric, panel board and fibre
paper, board and tubing.

Woods or specially treated wood pulp high
in alpha content or pure cellulose is used in
great quantities for the produection of rayon or
artificial silk or fibre for clothing purposes. Cel-
luloid, a camphor cellulose derivative, is used in
many commodities. Cellophane, an air- and
moisture-proof paper, is finding many uses, due
to its transpareney and convenience in the hand-
ling and sale of packaged goods. We must not
leave out the lacquers and enamels which are
cellulose solutions of volatile solvents, together
with gums for adhesive purposes, and pigments
and dyes for enamel finishes and coloring. Duco
auto body finish is such a cellulose product. All
this indicates that man is dependent upon the
tree for shelter, dress, convenience and usages,
as well as the fruits thereof to sustain his being.

Chemical Nature of Cellulose

Although considerable information has been
obtained of the nature and chemistry of wood,
much is yet to be learned. In order that paper-
making can be better understood it is necessary
to examine the wood and the cellulose constitu-
ents of which it is made. Wood is made up of
chemical compounds, which begins with the
simplest forms, namely, carbon dioxide that is
obtained from the atmosphere, and water that
is absorbed from the earth, to form other com-
pounds of increasing complexity of carbon, hy-
drogen and oxygen until it reaches the end prod-
uct known as lignin, which is a stable additive
form of cellulose. The transition from the lower
to the higher compounds is gradual, so that their
chemical natures and reactions which distin-
guish them differ only very slightly. However,
microscopic views of wood sections reveal a cel-
lular and fibrous struecture, a segregation of
component constituents which ultimately form
the tree.
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By the action of heat and the sun rays the
water (H20) and carbon dioxide (CO?) are syn-
thesized into acids, carbonic and formie (H2(C0O3
and IL.CO2H), which further polymerize into
simple sugars, or monosaccharoids and polysac-
charoids (CSHLI005 and C'2ZH22010), Starches
are formed (C!2ZH22010)n also, hemi-celluloses,
celluloses, and lastly ligno-celluloses. The strue-
tures of the latier compounds are complex,
though many formulas have been suggested. The
X-ray has been of assistance in understanding
the structure of the cellulose fibre.

The Nature of a Tree

A chemical analysis of coniferous or pine
wood will approximate 535¢ cellulose, 28 lig-
nin, 13¢¢ hemi-eellulose, 5S¢ resins and waxes,
and 19¢ proteing, mineral matter and tannin.
This does not include the bark, for these are
much higher in tanning, Coniferous or ever-
green trees contain resins, whereas the decidu-
ous, or the broad-leaved trees, which grow in
the summer seasons, are non-resinous, A cross
section of a log reveals the bark and rings of
spring and snmmer wood. If the weight of the
dry cellulose constituents be doubled, due to ap-
proximately 50¢; moisture contained in green
wood, and the volume increased to 159, air
space, the tree is made up in bulk and is only
slightly lighter than water, so that it may float.
In fact, some of our ordinary woods, such as
green red oak, black ash, or sugar maple, will
not float with the hark removed.

Although wood is made up of 507:-60¢% cellu-
lose, in cooking or releasing the cellulose fihres
a yield of 40¢¢-48¢; is obtained, and is known
as wood pulp. Under a microscope a fibre ap-
pears like a fine hair, cellular in structure. A
jack pine fibre isx .025 mm (millimeter) in dia-
meter and 4 mum long (.001x.15 inch), or .150-
200 inch greater in length than in width. The
hard woods are short-fibred, being .003 mm in
diameter and .03 mm long, or .0012 x.012 inch,
which length is ten times the diameter, Closer
examination of a fibre will reveal that it is made
up of a jacket in which is encased spools of
fibriles which play an important part in the
process of making a sheet.

In the tree the fibres are placed longwise ad-
jacent to one another and much like bricks are
staggered. The cellular jacket is ingrown with
lignin and is encrusted with it, cementing it to
the neighboring fibres. It is this encrustant mat-
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ter, or lignin, that must be removed to free the
individual fibres in the pulping or cooking proc-
es3,

Wood which is to be converted into paper ar-
rives at the paper mill in four-foot and eight-
foot holts. It thev are not already stripped of
their hark, this is done by a tumbling process,
after which it is cat into chips about three-
quarters inch thick and one to two inches ree-
tangular, being sheared in such manner so as
to open up the grain for ease of penetration of
the cooking liquor.

The chemical processes for reducing wood
chips to a pulp are the alkaline or the sulphate
and the soda processes, the acid or the sulphite
process, and the neutral or the Keebra process.
There are certain modifications and adaptations
of these methods caused by the percentage va-
riations of the active chemicals, Certain ad-
vantageous things are obtained by each process,
and the pulp produced goes to make up the dif-
ferent kinds of paper.

The Sulphite Process

The sulplite process was discovered hy an
American chemist, Tilghman, in 1866, and is es-
sentially described in his English patent. The
Swedish chemist Ekman, who started the first
sulphite mill in Sweden, is credited with making
the process a success. The pulp is obtained by
subjecting wood chips to an acid treatment of
sulphurous acid and caleium bisulphite solution.
The cooking liquor is prepared in a tall tower
packed with lumyp limestone that is subjected to
a gravitational flow of sulphuric acid solution.
The pulping process consists of the dissolution
of the ligno-celluloses by hydrolysis. The fibre,
which is washed and screened, must be subjected
further to a hydration process before it passes
over the paper machine or Fourdrinier to bhe
formed into a sheet.

A sulphite digester is of riveted plate iron
construction lined with acid-resistant brick, al-
though hare chrome steels are reported to be
very successful. The digesters are 25 to 75 feet
in height and 10 to 17 feet in diameter, holding
from five to forty cords of hardwood in the form
of chips. The eooking eyele may be as high as
twenty-four hours, the temperature being grad-
nally raised to 300°F. The yield of pulp on the
bone dry bhasis is from three to twelve tons per
cook, or ahout 40¢, of the original green wood.

The sulphite process produces more paper by
far than auny of the others. This is because it



OCTOBER 20, 1932

produces a whiter sheet, which requires only a
little bleaching to produce a {ull white sheet for
use as book, stationery and good grades of paper.
Sulphite stock is also incorporated with rag, cot-
ton and linen to produce a heavier and stronger
sheet for use for documents, bonds, and policies.
The best grades of paper may contain very little
or no sulphite, the principal ingredients being
cotton or linen, or both, from which Bible paper
is obtained, as well as chart, drawing, and blot-
ting or absorbent paper. Good bond or station-
ery, however, may contain considerable amounts
of bleached sulphite. Newsprint is made of one
to three unbleached sulphite and ground wood.
Very often soda pulp is also used with sulphite
and ground wood, as in catalogs. Book papers
may be of soda, bleached magazine stock with
550-409¢ clay.

Soap wrappers and erepe are of unbleached
sulphite stock. Manila paper contains 2595-6555
ground wood. Paper which has an oily and
parchmentined appearance, often referred to as
glagsine, is of bleached sulphite highly hydrated

or gelatinized, which is characteristic of all

parchment,

The Sulphate Process

The sulphate or kraft process is an alkaline
cook. It was introduced in Danzig, in 1884, by
C. F. Dall, as a substitute for the more expen-
sive soda process. A higher yield also is ob-
tained. G. I'. Enderlein put it on a successful
operative basis. The first kraft mill on this con-
tinent was placed at East Angus, Quebec, in
1907 ; whereas one of the first kraft mills in this
country was built at Mosinee, Wisconsin, about
1910. The process is well suited to coniferous
woods high in resin content, due to the fact that
the alkali saponifies or dissolves fatty acids and
resing, which is not possible in an acid or sul-
phite process. The wood chips are digested in
a rotating digester of four to six cords capacity
and subjected to a temperature of 330°F. for
one to four hours. The caustic soda and sodium
sulphide in the cooking liquor attacks and dis-
solves the lignin, releasing the cellulose fibre.
The caustice is converted into alkali carbonates
and alkali lignate, which can be recovered by
evaporation and burning. The sulphide is re-
placed by the addition of sodium sulphate
(whence the name) in the recovery furnaces
with the subsequent reduction to the alkali sul-
phide. The carbonate is changed to the hydrate
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by means of hydrated lime in the causticizing
process.

The sulphate process yields a pulp that pro-
duces a sheet of unusual strength and is referred
to as kraft and is generally used for wrapping,
being easily distinguishable by its tan color. It
is used for toweling (when unsized), filing forms,
box liners, catalog covers, for bag paper, maga-
zine wrap and fruit tissue when mixed with
sulphite. Considerable kraft is used for busi-
ness stationery, which is very often lightened
somewhat by mild bleaching or dyed to give a
golden brown. Kraft, when thoroughly bleached,
produces an exceptionally strong and high-grade
bond of firmness, durability and good rattle,
though the production is curtailed because of
the higher cost of bleaching.

Miscellaneous Processes

The soda cook is an alkaline process similar
to the sulphate. The omission of sodium sul-
phate in the recovery process produces a pulp-
ing liquor containing only the active hydrate
which is more drastic in action, yet it yields a
Lighter pulp of easy bleaching qualitics even
though 1its strength is somewhat impaired. The
wood used is poplar, although other woods, such
as yellow pine and spruce, are employed. The
digesters may be stationary, of welded iron con-
struetion, employing a steam pressure of 60-90
pounds per square inch, the cooking time being
from three to five hours.

Ground wood or mechanical pulp is produced
in large quantities by subjecting four-foot bolts
placed in a magazine hopper to pressure suffi-
cient to disintegrate them against a revolving
sandstone five feet in diameter. This is a very
efficient method of producing pulp, since the
conversion is 889, twice as much as that ob-
tained by chemical processing. The fibres are
not released as such, however, but consist of
finely divided and shredded wood, which are re-
moved in a water suspension which also serves
to cool the grindstone. Ground wood is used in
chip boards, card boards, box boards, as well
as wall boards. Some papers have been made
entirely of ground wood, however, by steaming
the logs before grinding, to soften them. Wall
boards are made up of laminations of ground
wood which are sized with rosin and glued to-
gether by means of sodium silicate. Plaster
board consists of a top and bottom liner of
ground wood with lime plaster between. Cheap
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wrapping papers are produced by incorporating
the finer ground wood particles with chemieal
fibres during the process of paper-making.
Woods used for newsprint purposes are the firs.
Spruce, hemlock, tamarack and pine are general-
Iy used, as well as poplar, birch and pine as fill-
ers.

Ground wood can often he detected by exami-
nation of the sheet for woody shives. An alcoholie
solution of phloroglucinol will color ground wood
red, due to the lignin reaction. Sulphite and
kraft fibres must be dislinguished under the
mieroscope by dye absorption.

The preparation of pulp is only the first step
in the production of paper. The processing of
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the fibres by means of beaters and Jordans to
hydrate or partially gelatinize them is another
step. To the stock 1s also incorporated rosin
size, and alum together with fillers and ingredi-
cnts such as tale, elay, casein, starch, dyes, ete,
The stock thus prepared is formed into a sheet
by passing over the Fourdrinicr wire, thence to
the dryers, and finally through the calenders,
the sheet heing reeled as it emerges from the
machine, Such Fourdriniers may be upward of
270 feet in length producing a sheet 150 inches
in width traveling at a thousand fect a minute,
The most recent book paper macline produces
a sheet about 28 feet in width, producing an
acre of paper in seventy seconds,

The Giving of Gifis

OR every action there ix a reaction. Ior
everything given out there must be a cor-
responding action which satisfies the all-per-
vading law of justice, the omnipresent law of
recompense. God gave man his perfeet home
in Iiden, and the corresponding price was to he
perfeet obedience to the will of God. Man failed,
and loss of Eden followed as a matter of course.
In the purpose of God it beecame necessary
for a corresponding price to he paid to make
up for man’s failure: a perfect man must die to
atone for Adam’s failure. It was the outworking
of God's purpose for the redemption of man,
a purpose in which justice ruled. Justice is the
great balance wheel that gives meaning and em-
phasis to love and power. Without justice God
himself would be less than God.

It is no compliment to those who continually
give gifts without thought as to whether they
are deserved or not, nor to those who continu-
ally receive such undeserved gifts. They are
not appreciated, and only make for growing
selfishness and ingratitude. Rich and doting
parents who shower gifts upon their offspring
without thought of common sense need not he
surprised if their children grow up without per-
spective ou life, having no idea of the “value of
money”, as theyv put it, if their children become
domineering, selfish and snobbish. overbearing
and always demanding the best of everyvthing
for the mere asking, and even heing incensed
when others do not anticipate their desires with-
out their asking.

The infernal system of giving “tips” is also

(Contributed)

of devilish origin, and works for no end of in-
justice all around. Seeretly, it iz likely that no
one receives a tip without loss of sclf-respect;
for the godlike qualities are not quite dead in
the human heart. No doubt Nietzsche had in
mind something of the idea of the injustice of
reckless giving of gifts when he said that ‘we
should hate our henefactors; for they have no
right to place us under ohligation by their char-
ity However, true charity is not mere alms-
giving: it aims to help untfortunates to help
themselves, It is true that gilt-giving only en-
courages vagrancy.

Christinas, with its erazy gift-giving, works
for ill feeling among the gift-givers and for no
end of injustice to the poor clerks in the stores
at the Christmas season and for weeks hefore.
By continually nullifying this great law of just
recompense Satan has brought reproach upon
God's name in many ways,

ietting something for nothing is what mo-
tivates the holdup thug, the burglar and all
thieves, not to mention those highly “respect-
able” thieves who turned traitor to their gov-
ernment and manipulated Teapot Dome to their
own selfish interest. Getting something for noth-
ing is like a canker that ecats: cats at all self-
respect and destroys the best in the individual,

Again, we see contemplible persons seeking
toinjure the reputation that someone has worked
for and deserved. Too lazy to deserve anything
themselves, they resort to the practice of trying
to hring the deserving individual down to their
own level through mud-slinging. These persons
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are not willing to see anyone profit through hon-
est effort. Inspired by the Devil, they hate any-
one who pays the price and receives a well-earned
recompense.

The giving of undeserved gifts plays the
greatest role in those cases where lewd women
live off the bounty of rich men. These creatures
demand gifts in every form: fine homes, furs,
fine clothes, limousines, servants, ete. There is
no end to their selfish and degraded desires. All
they give in return is “love” that is not love at
all, but simply selfish gratification. This kind
of “love” usually brings loathsome disease, sui-
cide, murder, disgrace, and horrible friendless
old age.

Beware when you give a gift! It may seem
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like a good thing; but many things are not what
they seem on the surface.

Someone will say that Christ did not have
money to give gifts when He was on earth, but
that He gave life where death had come, and
that He gave health where evenleprosy reigned,
and then ask if these were not free gifts. Yes,
they were gifts; but He always asked if the af-
flicted believed that He was able to do the thing
asked. When answering in the affirmative the
afflicted were acknowledging the power of God
for benefits received; and this was just what
was required of Adam, but through the influence
of Eve he was led to acknowledge Satan’s “wis-
dom”, which was only the beginning of the age-
old misery of humanity.

Osteopathic Treatment of Insanity By Arthur D. Hildreth, D. O. (Mo.)

ROM a booklet entitled Mental Patients in
State Hospitals 1928, published in 1931 by
the U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of
the Census, we find, in Tables I and II, that
this country’s public and private institutions
for the insane had 267,617 resident patients on
January 1, 1923, and only 187,791 on January
1, 1910. Here was an increase of more than
forty-two and one-half percentin thirteen years.
The figures do not include the insane cared for
at home, in alms houses, in prisons, ete. Of the
267,617 resident patientsin 1923, 229,664 (eighty-
five and eight-tenths percent) were in public
hospitals. On January 1, 1929, these public in-
stitutions had 272,527, a further increase of
fourteen and a half percent in six years. In ad-
dition there were 31,127 listed patients tempo-
rarily absent or on parole, making a total of
303,654 listed in public hospitals alone. A prom-
inent psychiatrist states that one out of every
twenty-six babies born in the United States is
destined to become incapacitated by abnormal-
ities of the mind. Dr. Charles H. Mayo is quoted
by How to Live as having said in a recent ad-
dress, “Every other hospital bed in the United
States is for the mentally afflicted, insane, idiot-
ie, feeble-minded or senile persons.” All those
facts show the desperate need of a remedy.
Insanity! Think of it! In your state of New
York there exists a condition of insanity and
its control, or rather lack of control, that is par-
alleled in only one other state of the Union. I
quote the report of the New York State Depart-

ment of Mental Hygiene when I tell you that in
1930 there were 56,496 patients in institutions
for the insane in this state. Ten years earlier,
in 1920, there were 40,780 such patients; an in-
crease of almost 35 percent. Ten years ago in
this state the insane patients were 390 in every
100,000 population. The present proportion is
445 to every 100,000 population. Moreover, in
your state institutions the number of insane
patients housed exceeded the capacity of those
institutions by 35.4 percent. The most appalling
condition of overcrowding was in Kings Park
Asylum. The certified capacity of that institu-
tion is 3,742. In 1930 it housed 5,776, an excess
of 2,034 unfortunates, which is 54.4 percent
above capacity, these figures again being given
by your State Department of Mental Hygiene,
If this growth of insanity is to continue, you,
as physicians, must shudder when you visualize
the insane asylums of 1982.

The object of this article is to emphasize the
fact that there is a cure for most types of in-
sanity. The seventeen-year record of one of our
osteopathic institutions for the treatment of
mental disorders has shown that osteopathy,
when given a fair trial, cures more than fifty
percent of the insane. Since 1892, when the first
school of osteopathy was established by Doctor
Andrew Taylor Still, this system of therapy
has had to fight against ignorance and prejudice
for every inch of its progress. Against organ-
ized opposition it has won its way, and the po-
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sition it occupies today is due to the fact that it
has been able to demonstrate its worth in the
cure of human discase, including many condi-
tions pronounced incurable by other systems.
So it is with insanity; the osteopathic records
speak for themselves.

During the past seventeen yvears miore than
two thousand insane people have come under
osteopathic treatment and care. Of those re-
maining under treatment a.reasonable length
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of time recoveries were made by fifty-five per-
cent: a record previously unheard of in the
cure of the mentally sick. These cures were
due primarily to osteopathic treatment, which
means the correction of all physieal maladjust-
ments, whether of bone, muscle or sinew, but
especially of the spinal bones, in order to re-
move sources ol nerve irritation and the re-
sulting disturbances of funetion. Thus osteop-
athy seeks to cure by removing the cause.

About Books and Authors

By Jay Lewis

(An appreciation of Judge Rutherford's Lok Life)
(From Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch)

r. Ruruerrorp devotes an entire chapter to

Job 1n his book Life. He covers the entire
book of Job from the first chapter to the last
and finally in a summary gives the lesson of the
book. This lesson is that Jehovah is the only
true God, that His power is supreme and that
He is the source of all life. That Satan is the
embodiment of evil, the enemy of man, and the
adversary of God. That Satan has a powerful
organization hoth visible and invisible to man;
that on earth there is a class of men and women
who have a desire for righteousncss bhut who
have been blinded by the efforts and misrepre-
sentations of Satan and his agencies. That God
also has an organization, part of which is invis-
ible to human eves; that shortly God will ex-
press Ilis indignation against Satan and his
agencies by a demonstration of His power in a
time of trouble to be visited upon the world;
that following the time of trouble peace will
come to the peoples of the earth and all will be
brought to a knowledge of the truth and that
those who will know and obey God shall be re-
stored to their homes, their friends, their prop-
erty, and be given even much more than they
ever before possessed, and, above all, the obe-

dient will receive life everlasting and dwell to-
gether in peacc upon earth forever.

This appears {o be the doctrine proclaimed by
Mr. Rutherford. And there is no great quarrel
with it, on the whole. It is not altogether un-
reasonable.

The opening statement concerning Job by the
author of the book Life, however, rather stumped
this reviewer for a while, It reads: “Jehovah is
the greatest moving picture producer. He per-
mits men to make some pictures and as a result
of their efforts tliey think they are great.”

The first thought was that Author Rutherford
was relerring to Hollywood, for there is no
douht that they think they are great in that neck
of the woods. And it is also true that nature
provides the greatest of all motion pictures.

But it seems that Mr. Rutherford also means
that Jehovah illustrates His teachings through
the life of men and that Job was one of His il-
lustrations: a motion picture by which the
triumph of good over evil, through the faith
and abiding fortitude of a sturdy, true man, is
shown.

And, of course, with that view none may quar-
rel, for it seems to be eminently right.

The Higher Quackery By Robert Hutchison, M.D., F.R.C.P. (London)
(Reprinted from the British Medical Journal)

T IS commonly said that education is a great
safeguard against quackery and faddery. I
profoundly disbelieve it. So far as I can see, the
higher one goes in the social scale the more does
fashion in health matters prevail and the so-
called intelligentsia are the most gullible of all,

and it would almost seem, indeed, as if every-
one has a certain stoek of eredulity and the more
skeptical he is in everything else the more credu-
lous is he in matters medical. It may be replied
that this is the result of the wrong kind of edu-
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cation and that what is needed is more teaching
of science. Again I disbelieve. If this were so
the saying of Matthews Duncan would not be
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true (as I, for one, believe it to be) that “there
are more quacks inside the profession than out-
side of it”.

Mother Explains

(Reprinted from the New York Herald Tribune)

To the Milkman:

You see, Sir, I have four children,

And children must drink milk.

Last spring I got a report from the school nurse

That Bob was anemic and Emily under-weight.

“Give them milk three times daily,” read the
report.

You see, Sir, it is important that I have good
milk to feed them.

My husband will find work soon.

Why, just this morning I read in the paper

That the unemployed are to be cared for.

But first they must be counted:

Four, five, six millions.

And it is only a few hours between

Breakfast, dinner and supper.

I will be able to pay the bill soon.

You see, Sir, I have four children.

To the Landlord:

No, Sir, my husband is not at home.

He is out looking for a job.

He spends every day looking for a job.

And some day soon I know he will find it.

My husband is a good mechanic, and good me-
chanics will be wanted soon.

But right now we have four children.

There was a fine picce in the paper this morning.

There will be nothing to fear this winter.

The “Load of Distress”, I think they called it,

Will be lifted.

But before the load is lifted it must be weighed.

I wonder what sort of scales they use to weigh
a “Load of Distress”,

And how many pounds of distress

Equal a ton of coal.

Please, Sir, be patient a little longer.

My four children cannot live in the street.

To the Gas Company Collector:

Yes, Sir, I remember, Sir.

I promised you a week ago and I can’t make
good.

Not today, but one week from today.

You know my husband is a mechanie.

He used to work for the gas company, and he
had a fine record, too.

He must land a job soon.

Perhaps the gas company will take him back.

You saw the piece in this morning’s paper:

How all the big corporations are behind the
Government;

How they are counting the jobless and helping
to weigh

The “Load of Distress”.

They’ll get around to us any day now.

Please, Sir, don’t turn off the gas, not yet.

The stew meat I get is pretty tough.

It takes a lot of cooking.

To the Social Investigator:

Husband and four children:

Ages four, six, ten, thirteen.

Husband, a mechanic; out of work since last
April.

Resources, you ask?

Five hundred dollars savings in the Bank of
United States.

Five hundred dollars saved in 15 years.

We'll get some of it some day.

Yes, we’ll get along somehow until my husband
gets a regular job.

What’s your job?

Checking up on the “Load of Distress” they’re
talking about in the papers?

Well, you can count us out.

Just tell your boss that there isn’t a pound of
distress here.

Tell your boss that my husband wants a job,
that’s all.

I know things are going to be better this winter,

I read it in the papers.

Thank you for calling. Thank you, so much.

To the children:

‘What, you don’t like bread without butter?

Why, that’s the way everybody is eating it these

days.

Four, five, six millions of people.

You will like it better that way when you get
used to it.

It’s like cake,

And you don’t eat butter on cake.

Let’s pretend we are eating cake;

A load of cake.



Jehovah’s witnesses in Burmah By S. B. Coote*

E ARE a company of four way out in Bur-
mah, residing in Pyuntaza, a railway ccn-
ter 87 miles up the line from Rangoon. We are
small in number but ‘great is the company that
publish’ Jehovah's Word. We work through the
Bombay oflice and I write this direct, as T know
that the limited staff we have in our offices arc
also kept busy the whole day.

Gladly, holdly and hopefully we go about pub-
lishing Jehovah's name, and it surely would in-
terest you to know that, even out in this remote
corner, the great God has His purposes. The
following incidents are worthy of note and I
detail them helow by way of information.

Incident No. 1: Joining a ‘sharpshooter’ sis-
ter at Toungoo (another railroad center eighty
miles farther north) we placed, a few wecks
back, 32 hooklets and 13 volumes. .\ good many
of these fell into the hands of Roman Catholies.
The parish priest heard of this and, a few days
later, rushed around collecting the books we
had placed. “Lruthful’ as these Roman Catholics
are to their “shepherd”, of the twenty or more
books taken by them, only one Kingdom hooklet
was given up; the other poor innoecent truthful
sheep had not even ‘heard’ of the books. One,
who had taken a supply, answered, “Nothing
doing, father; I will never buy or read religious
books outside the catholic church, and I willnever
change my catholic faith.”

At church service the following Sunday an-
nouncement was made to the effect that all Ro-
man Catholies found reading Judge Ruther-
ford's books will he excommunicated ; that Mrs.
D'Souza (once a prisoner in the Roman Catholie
church but now our resident sharpshooter) is
responsible for the distribution of the hooks,
and therefore she is soon to be excommunicated.
That parson might have saved himself from
making the latter part of this announcemeut,
hecause Mrs, D’Souza had given heed to Jeho-
ah’s warning “Come out of her my people” and,
a good while hefore this, had just ‘jumped out
of the mire’, Following this several other an-
nouncements were made by the priest, who even
went arvound telling Mrs. D’Souza’s friends not

*(From a personal letter to Judge Rutherford; a little too
long for The Watchtower, but just long enough for The Golden
-Age. Sometime when ears seem unduly deaf in the field where
vou strive to uphold the honor ot Jechovah’s name, just give a
thought to those that arc far out on the skirmish lines, far
out on the edge of the world, courageously ecarrying on the
fight under conditions far more difficult than any we face at
home.—Ed.)
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to visit her any more as she “will try to convert
yvou to her new religion”,

The writer of this article visited Toungoo
some weeks later and a clash with the priest
was the result. After a chort argument the
priest wound up with “That may he as vou ex-
plain, but the pope is infallible, and if he inter-
prets otherwise, we are hound to follow.” I may
mention that that priest showed very little
knowledge of the Bible. In course of our con-
versation he said to me, “Do not be annoyed if
I pass my opinion on the Kingdom booklet which
I have read.” “Not that vour opinions count,”
I said, “but earry on.” “My opinion,” he said,
“1s that it was written by a mad man.” 1 smiled,
I laughed, 1 jumped for joy, and then replied:
“Good; you could not have given a more favor-
ahle opinion.” Ife looked surprised and told me
that T ought to burn all the books I have, alter
having heard a remark of that nature. “Are vou
familiar with the name Paul?” I asked. “Why
sure,” he replied, “did not Paul write a lot of
our Bihle? “Please turn to Acts 26: 24, 1 sug-
gested. We found the verse, and the priest read
it. “Now tell me,” I said, “just how mad was
Paul?” That was too much for him, and he pre-
ferred to remain silent. “Thank you. Good
night,” I said, and left him pondering.

I left with him nine of your volumes. Ile is
reading them and is also circulating them
amongst the clergy theve. I wonder if we have
‘insane asylums’ enough to accommodate a mil-
lion or more of us, The clergy in Toungoo are now
declaring that ‘vou and all your followers are
ingane’. T quote from a letter received from this
same priest some days later, and this will show
just how much these people understand of what
they read about. “You are simply favoring the
propaganda of Judge Rutherford, a Jew, who
hopes against hope to reestablish his nation.
My friendly advice to you is to give up the prop-
acanda in favor of a Jew and to resume the
faith of your fathers.”

Incident No. 2: One of the clergy of Toungoo,
taking a class in Bible study, read out to the chil-
dren a passage from your book Reconciliaiion
and wanted to know “with what authority does
Judge Rutherford write the following [page
100, paragraph 2]: ‘The doctrine of the trinity
was first introduced into the Christian church
by a clergvman of Antioch named Theophilus.””
He further read: “If you ask a clergyman what
is meant by the trinity he will say ‘it is a mys-
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tery’.” “Now I would like to ask the man who
wrote this book,” he said, “how a tiny plant
grows into a big tree, and I am sure he will say
‘it is a mystery’; so in the same way the trinity
is a mystery.” Then he added: “A few of the
millionaires of the U. 8. A. invested their money
in Palestine in order to rebuild it. Now to re-
cover that money they have written these hooks
and are selling them. They were written by some
stupid person, and all those who agree with him
are stupid.” Kvery ‘curse’ is a blessing.

Incident No. 3: This exposes these “belly-
gods”. The leading priest of Burmah, who has
charge of the Roman Catholic cathedral in Ran-
goon, escorted six nuns of the order of The
Poor Clairs, to Nyvaunglebin, a station five miles
north of Pyuntaza. This was for the purpose
of visiting the shrine of ‘Our Lady of Lourdes’.
The priest in charge of the Nyaunglebin church
accompanied them on their return to Rangoon.
When passing through Pyuntaza I noticed that
two of the nuns were traveling in a first-class
compartment with the two priests, while the
other four nuns were in the second-class com-
partment. The ticket checker neglected the
check of this eompartment. I ordered it (I am
the station master of Pyuntaza, by the way).
The priests held first-class privilege passes; the
nuns, only second-class tickets. The clergy
around here are swell-headed enough to think
nothing of breaching rules in this way and ap-
propriating to themselves privileges which they
are not entitled to.

The Roman Catholies and even other employ-
ees of the railway fear these clergy to the ex-
tent of overlooking such faults to the negleet of
their duties. Ilowever, it was not one of their
own Babylonian prisoners they had to contend
with on this occasion, but one of the true wit-
nesses of Jehovah. “Levy excess fare, and if
not willing to pay difference of fare for onward
travel, ask the nuns to please move into the sec-
ond-class,” were the orders I issued to the ticket
checker. The orders were very reluctantly con-
veved to the clergy. There was a great ado; the
priest said it was all rubbish and nonsensc: the
station master was to he called at once. T walked
up. “What is this man talking rubbish?” said
the Rangoon priest to me, meaning the ticket
examiner, “it is only ladies alter all, and surely
it can be overlooked.” “No rubbish at all,” I re-
plied; “rules are rules and must be abided by.”

He never in the least expected such a rebut;
it is most unusual for them to meet with such
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opposition out here, where they are treated like
gods. Quite taken aback and annoyed, “It is
nothing but a shame for you to behave like this,”
he said. The nuns did not wait to be told a see-
ond time. They were up and getting out of the
compartment. If looks ecould kill, this narrative
could not have heen related by me. I held my
poise and was very courteous, performing my
duties as I ought to. Again the priest cried
shame on me. “Thank you,” I said; “this is the
first time I learn that it is a shame for one to
be honest in one’s duties.”

While my clerk was preparing the Excess
Fare Receipt, several rude remarks were passed
between the two priests, such ag, “This station
master is going to get a promotion hecause he
is excessing priests,” ete., ete. I remained silent.
When handing over the rcceipt, for the third
time I was told that I ought to be ashamed of
myself for the way in which I behaved. This
was too much to bear and 1 could not help but
reply, “You preach honesty but encourage dis-
honesty.”

I may mention that this piece of honest work
on my part has brought me into the bad books
of my superior, whose mind has been biased
against me by the Nyaunglebin priest and other
Roman Catholics who have laden him with false
and exaggerated tales about our witness work
out here. Imagine being told by a superior that
I should restriet my actions towards the elergy.

Incident No. 4: The railway chaplain (Angli-
can church) used to hold monthly services at
this station. The other three witnesses here,
and I, were members. Owing to the poor out-
look ahead, there was a proposal to dispense
with the services of the chaplain. He spoke to
me to try to keep up the collections he got from
here, as he would not like to be sent away. We
kept on for ahout two months. Jehovah through
His servant, Judge Rutherford, did ‘lighten our
darkness’, 'We did not any more feel like hear-
ing about the “immortal soul” or like singing
“Giod in three persons, blessed trinity”. The
Bible held out to us a widely different story,
and a far better one at that.

We stepped out of Babylon boldly, with the
usual threats, of course, that we would not he
buried by a priest, that our children would not
be christened, ete., ete. Attendance at service
usually amounted to about 12. That dwindled
to a couple, and, finally, to the parson’s having
to preach to himself. The folks around pre-
ferred an armchair in a snug corner of their
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homes with Dcliverance or The Harp of God or
other interesting books which they had taken
from us, to the usual “gospel” meeting wherein
they were told more about collections for this
and for that than about the Bible. The bomb did
its work. In the chaplain’s tour program, ’yun-
taza is now omitted. The same thing may hap-
pen at one or two more stations. The poor chap-
lain must be biting his nails. Will he have to
sail soon?

Let me tell you that there is a stir in Burmah
now about the truth as there never before was.
The clergy are up in arms against us, urging
the authorities to harm us, but the witness work
is going boldly onward. The railway officials
want to know why all this depression has come
about and when it will end. When they are told
to read all about it in your books and in the Bible
they scoff at the idea. “The Bible has nothing
at all to do with it,” they say; “religion is a lot
of rubbish.” The clergy give the people hopes
that “good times” are just around the corner.
Lately some of us were threatened with arrest
if we did not stop witnessing, but each one says,
“That’s the ‘spur which pricks the sides of my
intent’.” This is what a rccent convert has to
say: “There is no doubt that there is but one
true God, Jehovah. It is only after reading some
of the books and receiving explanations from
Jehovah’s witnesses that T understand the Bible.
All this while our priests have been teaching
us a religion to suit their own pockets.” This
is from the pen of a once very staunch Roman
Catholic who, at the commencement, called us
‘antichrists’.

We have about twelve brethren in Rangoon;
and three others, with their families, I am in-
formed, joined our ranks a few days ago.

I sent a typewritten copy of your ‘Challenge’
to a Roman Catholic relative of mine in Maymyo,
pointing out that if the Roman Catholics were
anywhere near the truth they would accept it.
He in turn sent it on to the Catholic Truth So-
ciety, India, asking them to accept it. “It is all
rubbish. Pray to the Savior and our lady and
you will be all right,” was the reply he got.

The company at Pyuntaza is composed of
Brother Dickens and myself, with our wives,
making four.

At Toungoo is Sister D’Souza, and last week,
Mzr. D’Souza and Miss D’Souza were added. Mr.
D’Souza, I may mention, is a Goan, and was a
very staunch Roman Catholic. His example will
bear weight. He was deeply impressed with the
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account of the Goans in East Africa, given in
The Golden Age.

At Maymyo, a hill station at the other end of
the line, is Sister Adjie, who has been a faithful
witness for the past four years.

Brother Tsatos, of Rangoon, lately introduced
into the truth a young Burman graduate, who
has turned out a keen witness. This happened
just at the time when we were wanting the King-
dow booklet translated into Burmese, and our
voung Burmese friend has very kindly under-
taken to do this for us. This proves how won-
derfully Jehovah God accomplishes His pur-
poses.

Therc are several others who are deeply in-
terested and who are considering active service.
It appears to me that this is God's “due time”
to stir Burmah, and that makes me realize the
nearness of Armageddon.

And how strange! The revelation of Ezekiel’s
prophecy concerning Gog and Magog comes to
us at this particular time; a time when the phys-
ical facts fit in so minutely with the words of
the prophecy. I quote from paragraph 18 of
The Watchtower of June 15,1932, “The witness
work of the people of God, taking on a wider
scope, and being done with an ever inereasing
enthusiasm, comes to the attention even of Me-
shech and Tubal, over which Gog is the prince
or the immediate ruler.” This is what is hap-
pening in Burmah today. How good and gra-
cious and accurate Jehovah is, that he should
bring to us this message of hope at the right time,
just when some feel the need of encouragement.
How lovingly does our Lord now greet and cheer
us with the words of Isaiah 54:17: “No weapon
that is formed against thee shall prosper; and
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judg-
ment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage
of the servants of the Lorp; and their righteous-
ness is of me, saith the Lorp.”

All warm Christian wishes go to you from us,
and we unite in a prayer that the Almighty may
strengthen you in your efforts to lead us on in
this greatest of battles. All praise goes to Jeho-
vah.

Blessed
“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest from their labors; and their works do
follow them.”—Rev. 14:13.



True Obedience is True Valor

E FEEL, somehow, that if a person is val-
orous for the right, when he knows what
is right, he is worthy of life, but if he is not
valorous for the right, then it is at least open to
argument as to whether le is worth the room he
takes up. And that is ahout the view that the
Seriptures pregent. Obedience to God, that 1s,
obedience to what is right, is a requirement ot
all who will ever have eternal life.

The conditions surrounding eternal life may
be summarized as follows: One must give God
the first place in his heart; obey God's command-
ments to the hest of his ability; get a knowledge
of Jesus Christ, God's Son; accept Jesus as the
hread from heaven; hear and listen to His voice;
become one of His sheep; do the work Jesus
gives him to do; give earthly possessions a sec-
ondary place in his heart; and show love and
merey toward all.

Jehovah God can take a man that is an arrant
coward in himselt, and if he will he obedicnt He
can make of him a mighty man, a man of valor.
We have such a case in the career of Gideon,
and it helps us to get a true perspective on this
subject of conrage. We are helped to sce that
when we get to the place where the doing of
God’s will is the most important thing in life we
automatically arrive at true valor and true hap-
piness.

It was not long after the death of Joshua he-
fore the pcople of Israel were in trouble. The
trouble in every instance was due to the same
cause: deflection from God, going away after
other gods and heing permitted to go the way of
their choice until they got into difiiculties {rom
which the true God alone could extricate them.

Midianites in Full Control

One such instance we have brought to our
attention in the sixth chapter of the hook of
Judges. The Midianites had come into the land,
and Jehovah had permitted them to have an
easy vietory over His professed people. IFor
seven long years they had been the absolute, un-
contested rulers. They had even taken over the
Jewish homes, so that multitudes of the Jews
had heen compelled to make their abode in dens
and caves and strongholds in the mountains.—
Judges 6:1-4.

When the Jews sowed their fields the Midian-
ites and the Amalckites undertook to look after
the reaping, and they did such a good job, or
rather such a bad job, that from one end of the

land to the other, from the extreme east to Gaza
at the extreme southwest, they “destroved the
merease of the carth” “and left no sustenance
for Israecl, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass”.—
Judges 6: 4,

Apparently they were not content with mere-
ly taking what they wanted for their own com-
fort, but laid the entire land waste, devastated
it. “For they came up with their cattle, and
their tents, and they came as grasshoppers for
multitude ; for both they and their canwcls were
without nuniber: and they entered into the land
to destroy it."—Judges 6: 5.

The natural result was that the Jews became
greatly impoverished, and, finding that their
new gods, the gods of the Amorites, afforded
them no eomfort or help, they cried to the God
of their fathers, the true God, Jehovah, and He
heard their ery and answered their praver.

Why Israel Was in Trouble

The first thing Jehovah God did for them was
to tell them why they were in trouble. He sent
them one of His prophets, reminding them that
it was He who had brought Israel forth from
Igypt, out of the house ot hondage, and who had
driven out all their enemies from the land of
(‘anaan and made them to possess it. The con-
cluding words of the prophet were: “And I said
unto you, I am Jehovah your God; fear not the
gods of the Amorites, in whose land ve dwell:
but ye have not obeved my voice."—Judges 6:
6-10.

Whatever effeet that sermon of the prophet
may have had on others, it is certain that it
awakened in the mind of one voung man a desire
to know and to do God’s will. Gideon is men-
tioned in the eleventh chapter of Ilebrews as
one of God's men of [aith. Without a doubt he
heard that sermon of the prophet and without
a doubt he believed what he heard and wished
that hie had some way in which he could act upon
his information. No other conclusion is possible
in view of what immediately followed the proph-
ct's message,

The account goes on to say that an angel of
Jehovah God came, manifestly in human forn,
and scated himself under an oak near where
Gideon was threshing wheat hy the winepress,
to hide it from the oppressors, the Midianites.
Very evidently the citting posture was adopted
so as to avoid startling Gideon ; the angel wanted
to put him entirely at his ease.
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A Mighty (Timid) Man of Valor

Looking ahead to the things that he knew Je-
hovah had provided for him to do, and ignoring
entirely everything about Gideon except his de-
sire to obey God, to do His will, the angel said
to him, in the most matter-of-fact way, “Jeho-
vah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.”
(Verse 12) The context shows that the only
reason he was a mighty man of valor was that
he was obedient to the King of the universe, and
could be used by Him to do His will. He needed
to have his backbone stiffened over and over
again before he could do anything, and the angel
was there to do the stiffening work.

Gideon’s first response was an argument with
the angel. The angel had said, “Jehovah is with
thee, thou mighty man of valour,” and evidently
intended the message to be taken by him per-
sonally, but Gideon, with becoming modesty,
and in complete self-forgetfulness, thought only
of Israel as a whole when he replied: “Oh my
Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this
befallen us? and where be all his miracles which
our fathers told us of, saying, Did not Jehovah
bring us up from Egypt? but now Jehovah hath
forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of
the Midianites.”—Verse 13.

We can be pretty well assured that the angel
of Jehovah suppressed a smile when he looked
benevolently on him after that speech and kept
right on with the stiffening process, saying, “Go
in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel
from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent
thee?” (Verse 14) Gideon’s might was in the
fact that Jehovah God had sent him to do some-
thing; it was certainly not in anything else, least
of all in himself, and we must give him credit
for recognizing that fact.

Realizing at last that this spokesman for Je-
hovah was talking to him personally, and being
deeply conscious of his own littleness and weak-
ness, (fideon made reply: “Oh my Lord, where-
with shall T save Isracl? behold, my family is
poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my
father’s house.”—Verse 15.

Stiffening Gideon’s Backbone

The angel went right on with the stiffening
process, and, speaking for Jehovah, said, “Sure-
ly I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the
Midianites as one man.” (Judges 6:16) That
was a large order, but Gideon believed, and to
one who believes God all things are possible.
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“And he said unto him [the angel], If now I
have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a
sign that thou talkest with me. Depart not
hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and
bring forth my present, and set it before thee.
And he [the angel] said, I will tarry until thou
come again.”—dJudges 6:17,18.

Gideon went into the house and prepared food,
and brought it out. “And the angel of God said
unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened
cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out
the broth. And he did so. Then the angel of Je-
hovah put forth the end of the staff that was in
his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleav-
ened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the
rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened
cakes. Then the angel of Jehovah departed out
of his sight.”—Verses 20 and 21.

Quite likely the angel went up in the smoke
associated with the fire, as happened on another
somewhat similar occasion. (Judges 13:20) At
any rate, Gideon realized that the messenger
was an angel, and Gideon was in fear, thinking
it portended his death. The Lord comforted him
and permitted him to build that day a memorial
altar to his name.

Wrecking the Devil’s Religion

That night the angel of Jehovah decided that
the time had come to use Gideon tomake a wreck
of the works of the Devil, and, properly enough,
his first point of attack was the Devil’s religion.
He told Gideon to throw down his father’s altar
of Baal, and cut down the grove adjoining it,
then to build an altar to Jehovah God and to
sacrifice one of his father’s bullocks as a burnt
sacrifice with the wood of the grove. Now, that
was quite an undertaking. His father was an
idolater, and the times were hard. There was
bound to be a family row, and the whole neigh-
borhood would be stirred up, which was just
what the angel wanted.

Gideon was afraid to do this job by day, be-
cause he feared his father’s household and the
men of the city; so he got ten of his servants to-
gether and decided to rip things to pieces the
next night, and, scared or not scared, they did
the business. The fact that he had ten servants
of his own shows that he was quite an executive,
and could get things done when he once got
started. God knew all that when He picked him
out.

The next morning the town was in an uproar.
The Devil’s church had been wrecked. Baal’s
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altar had been thrown down and his grove cut
up and used for firewood. Gideon was the guilty
man. The men of the town ecame to Joash, his
father, and demanded that his son be put to
death.

The old man {urned out to have some sense,
after all, in spite of the fact that he had been a
worshiper of Baal. He suddenly put the shoe on
the other foot by demanding that anybody that
would plead the cause of Baal should himself
be put to death while it was yet morning. Ile
elaimed, and with reason, that if Baal was a god
Le ought to be able to fight his own battles,

With that, he called Baal a bad name, Jerub-
besheth, which means “Let {he shameful thing
plead”. Tt made a hit with the erowd, especially
those who had heen erying to Jehovah, the God
of their tathers, for help, and from that moment
all were on the side of Gideon. His father, rather
proudly, it scems, gave him a nickname, Jerub-
baal, which means “Let Baal plead”.

If we may be pardoned for using some of the
language we occagionally see in the newspapers,
“Baal took it on the chin right there, and went
down for the count.” In other newspaper par-
lance, “Ilis stock went away below par, with
nothing bid and no takers.”

It Was a Big Advertisement

It did not take long for the news to get around.
The very next verse says, “Then [as soon as the
news reached the Devil's worshipers] all the
Midianites and the Amalekites and the children
of the east were gathered together, and went
over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel.”
(Verse 33) A fresh campaign for the subjugation
of the Israclites was seen to be necessary. They
reasonced properly that a revolt against their
gods would bhe quickly followed by a revelt
against themselves; and that was what took
place.

The next verse tells us that the spirit of Je-
hovah came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet
(formally declared war against Israel's oppres-
sors) and sent messengers over the northern
part of Palestine calling for volunteers. The re-
sponse was prompt and catisfactory. Israel was
now definitely ranged on his side, the side of
Jehovah God. But despite the good start that
had been made, Gideon was still timid.

Obediently, Gideon had already thrown down
the Devil's religion, but now he was about to
face the Devil's military organization, and it
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looked so formidable that he felt the need of
renewed assurance that he was to go right ahead
with the program already begun.

Thercupon he asked two more manifestations
of divine approval. He would put a piece of wool
fleece on the floor. The first night he prayed
there might be dew on the fleece only and all
around he dry; the second night, that the fleece
might bhe dry and all around be wet. Both
prayers were answered affirmatively, The first
night the fleece was so wet that Gideon wrung a
bowl{ul of water out of it; and the next night it
was as dry as it had heen wet the night belore.

By this time Gideon had a fair-sized army
gathered together, some 32,000 men, all told.
Not a great army, as armies go, and certainly
nothing as compared with the great army en-
camped against Israel, of which army the ac-
count gavs, “And the Midianites, and the Amalek-
ites, and all the children of the east, lay along
in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude;
and their camels were without number, as the
sand by the sea side for multitude.,”—Judges
7:12.

And then Jehovah God, through 1lis angel,
did several things that are like God, but not at
all like man. ITe whittled down the force to al-
most nothing. There were too many people in
Gideon’s army; if they should have a victory
they would certainly take the credit of it to
themselves. The real truth that Jehovah him-
self is the Protector of Iis people would be hid
from view. The blessing of the whole experience
would be lost.

Whittling Down the Army

The first act was to invile all the fearful to
leave the battlefield, and 22,000 packed up and
went and were glad to go. They were on Jeho-
vali's side, oh, ves, if there was anything to be
gained by it, but not if there was any chance of
“being arrested and thrown into jail, and maybe
killed™.

And now here was a good chance to quit hon-
orably. God himselt had said that if they were
scared they could go home, and they were
scared; there was no doubt about that. There-
fore common sense said to them that the best
thing theyx could do was to quit while the uit-
ting was good, and away they went.

There was still an army of 10,000 men, and it
was ¢till too many. By the method by which
they drank at the brook, God selected the 300
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men that He would use in the coming victory. It
would not be a battle; it would just simply be a
victory for Jehovah God. But He would use a
handful of honest, zcalous, faithful men as co-
workers with himself.

By this time Gideon was in a frame of mind
where he needed to have his backbone stiffened
once more, and again the angel of Jehovah re-
sorted to rare and eflective measures to perform
the stiffening work.

Gideon was told to go down to the edge of the
Midianite camp and listen; and thatif he feared,
he should take a servant with him, and this he
did. IIe made the trip, probably at night, and
when he got there he overheard one man telling
another ahout a drecam. Ile heard his own name
mentioned. He heard the dream interpreted,
and the interpretation of the dream was that
into the hand of (Gidcon, the son of Joash, God
had delivered Midian and all his host.

Gideon Finally and Fully Convinced

That was enough for Gideon. Right where he
stood he worshiped the great God that never
fails His true people in time of need and that in
due time will vindicate His name before all crea-
tion. Next he returned to the camp, aroused the
three hundred, and told them the good news that
Jehovah God had delivered into their hands the
host of Midian.

ITe divided the three hundred into three com-
panies, and put a trumpet in every man’s hand,
thus making every man a captain in the army.
There were no privates. Everybody on the pay-
roll was a full commissioned officer. (Gideon was
the general. Jehovah God was the Commander-
in-Chief. The heavy artillery consisted of empty
pitchers and lamps within the pitchers.

That was good enough. It was so much better
than Big Berthas, and howitzers, and machine
guns, and rapid-fire rifles, and hand grenades,
and poison gasg, and liquid fire, that there was
no comparison. For the overwhelming vietory
that was just ahead, the rattle of broken crock-
ery, the flashing of candle lights in the midst of
darkness that was as dark as a stack of black
cats, and the weird sound of bugle calls from
every direction, would be just the thing.

And the arrangement worked! Of course it
worked. And the reason it worked was that the
wisdom of Jehovah God, and the power of Jeho-
vah God, were back of it. In the middle of the
night the three hundred men surrounded the
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camp of the Midianites, blew their trumpets,
broke their pitchers, and held their lights aloft.
After that it was all over but the shouting.

The Midianites heard the broken crockery
falling on the rocks, and it got on their nerves,
for it sounded like a hull in a china shop, not at
all particular where he went, and wreaking hav-
oc in every direction at every plunge. They did
not know there were only three hundred piteh-
ers. In the still of the night it sounded like a
hig-six fire alarm, when all the apparatus in the
city comes out.

Panic in the Camp of the Enemy

Jumping from their cots, wide-eyed with
alarm, the Midianites heard the crockery still
breaking on the rocks and were dazzled by the
hundreds of lights shining upon them from
every direction. They did not have eleectric
lights in those dayvs, and the gleam of those
candle lights in the still air looked like Broad-
way appears to a countryman in the height of
the theater season.

As they pulled their swords from the scab-
bards the lights were reflected this way and that
from every piece of metal in their equipment.
The whole camp seemed ablaze with those lights.
And then there were the terrifying blasts on the
bugles. There were hundreds of them. That
meant, to them, that a great army of thousands
upon thousands must be right on top of them.

That was enough. Here they were, right on top
of him. Off gocs the head of the man next to
him. He does not see in the darkness that he
has disposed of one of the enemies of Jehovah
God, one of his own comrades. The next to go
down is himself, slain by the sword of his own
tent mate.

In a moment the camp of the Midianites was
in a panie, and in a panic reason leaves its
throne. What had been at twilight an order-
ly military encampment was at midnight a
thoroughly frightened mobh, without a semblance
of order, in which every man was striking blind-
ly this way and that, intent only on saving his
own life, or at least selling it as dearly as pos-
sible.

An Overwhelming Viclory

We draw the curtain. In the fight, and in the
skirmishes that followed, there fell 120,000 men
that drew the sword. Most of these men slew
one another, The number that were put to death
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by Gideon and his band were relatively few,
though they staved in the fight till the finish,
and until the others of Israel had risen up and
taken part in the conflict.

After it wax all over, and Israel had rest from
her enemies, the men of Israel wanted to make
Gideon their king, but Gideon said to them, “I
will not rule over vou, neither shall my son rule
over vou: Jehovah shall rule over you.” The
expericnces he had passed through had deeply
impressed upon his mind how little he had real-
1y had to do with the gaining of the great vietory
that had been wrought,

He was one of those who had suffered at the
hands of the Midianites; we know that because
he tells us of it, and because he was trying to
thresh out a little grain in a place where his
work would be hidden from the eves of his exace-
tors. And we may he sure that he was one of
those who had eried to Jehovah God to come to
the relief of His people. It may have been spe-
cially his ery that came to the cars of Jehovah
God; likely so.

In this lesson, however, we are considering
merely the subject of obedience in the ease of
the man Gideon. We sce that as a man Gideon
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was naturally a timid man, and a modest man,
but he was an obedient man, and therefore a
man that God could use. And he was a man of
faith.
A Timid but Always Obedient Man

Gideon has come down to us as ‘a mighty man
of valor’, and =0 he was. It took a valorous man
to wreck the Devil's religion at a time when the
Devil had avparently the whole land under his
controi, and 1t took a valorous man to tackle
an army of 200,000 with a total force of 300 men,
and to chase the fugitive armies even after they
were completely whipped and in full flight.

But it is apparent that Gideon’s valor lay en-
tirely in his obedience; and that is where it lies
with all the rest of us, if we have it. If we are
obedient and submissive to God’s will, and zeal-
ous to perform that which is entrusted to our
care, then we are valorous, for the fight is a
fight with the Devil and with his great organiza-
tion that overshadows the whole world, and has
filled it with blood and tears. But if not obe-
dient, then all is lost, for there is no strength in
the arm of clay wherewith to fight the great
enemy encamped against the remnant of the
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