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The Posts-Ancient and Modem 

WHEN Haman wished to put to death Morde­
cai and all his people "letters were sent by 

posts into all the king's provinces, to destroy, 
to l{ill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both 
young and old, little children and women, in one 
day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month .... The post& went out, being hastened 
by the king's commandment".-Esther 3: 13, 15. 

When the power passed from Haman into the 
hands of Mordecai, the latter "sent letters 
by posts on horseback, and riders on mules, 
camels, and young dromedaries". "So the posts 
that rode upon mules and camels went out, being 
hastened and pressed on by the king's command­
ment."-Esther 8: 10, 14. 

\Vhen Hezekiah sent word to Israel inviting 
them to come to Jerusalem to keep the passover 
"the posts went with the letters from the king 
and his princes throughout all Israel and Judah". 
"So the posts passed from city to city, through 
the country of Ephraim and Manasseh."-2 
Chron. 30: 6, 10. 

\Ve know that Job was familiar with the posts 
as they traveled in his day, for he said, "Now 
my days are swifter than a post: they flee away, 
they see no good."-Job 9: 25. 

The Prophet Jeremiah also, foreseeing the 
end of Babylon, prophesied, "One post shall run 
to meet another, and one messenger to meet an­
other, to shew the king of Babylon that his city 
is taken at one end." 

Xenophon relates that about 559 B.C., Cyrus, 
king of Persia, appointed couriers and places for 
post-horses, building for the purpose on all the 
highroads houses for the reception of the couri­
ers where they were to deliver their packages 
to the next, and so on. This they did day and 
night, and they are reported as moving with as­
tonishing speed. 

The regularity and swiftness of the Roman 
posts were remarkable. Houses were erected 
about every five miles. Each of these houses was 
constantly provided with forty horses, and by 

the help of these relays one could travel 100 
miles a day along the Roman roads. 

In the days of the Emperor Theodosius, Cesar­
ius, a magistrate of high rank, is known to have 
traveled from Cappadocia to Constantinople, 
665 miles, and to have arrived the sixth day, 
about noon. In the Theodosian code some men­
tion is made of post horsemen and orders given 
for their regulation. 

It is known that China, in the year 1280 (A.D.) 
had 300,000 horses and men to carry communica­
tions; but all of the services so far mentioned 
were irregular. This article shows how very re­
cent is regular, efficient, dependable postal serv­
ice. 

Early American Postal History 
The records of the first sixty years of Ameri­

can postal history were destroyed by fire in 1836, 
and there is now no means by which names can 
be supplied of early postal officials. The first 
legislation providing for postal service to the 
Pa:cific coast was enacted in 1846. It provided 
for a mail service to Oregon by ship from 
Charleston, S. C., to the Isthmus of Panama and 
then by ship to Astoria, Oregon. 
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The arrival of a mail steamer in those early 
days was a most important occasion. Month-old 
eastern newspapers sold readily for a dollar 
apiece. In a short time local papers, extras, were 
on the street containing news that had been pub­
lished on the Atlantic coast a month before. 

To obtain letters positions were taken in the 
line before the delivery window of the post office 
on the day or night before receipt of the mail. 
Men and boys who made a business of coming 
early to hold a place in this line were always 
able to sell out at a good price. 

The first postage rate to the Pacific coast was 
40c for a single letter. In 1855 the rate was made 
10c a letter. In February, 1858, a record was set 
of 21 days 2 hours and 13 minutes for dispatch 
of mail from K ew York dock to San Francisco 
wharf. 
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On September 15, ]858, the first over-land 
mail coaches left St. Louis and San Francisco 
simultaneously. The trip, which was from St. 
Louis via Fort Smith, Ark., El Paso, Tex., rt'uc­
son, Ariz., ~'ort Yuma, Ariz., and Los Angeles, 
Calif., took 23 days and 4 hours. The total dis­
tance was nearly 2,800 miles. 

The Pony Express 
The famous pony express ,vas estahlished in 

]860 to carry mail between St. Joseph, Mo., and 
Sacramento, Calif., a distance of 1400 milps. 
Between its eastern and western terminals the 
pony express maintained H30 stations for the 
exchange of horses, and employrd in the service 
500 horses, the hest to be had, and eighty care­
fully picked riders, brave, determined young 
men, srlected for their nerve, light weight and 
general fitness. 

Nothing was allowed to interfere with the 
transport of the mails, and day or night, in sun­
shine or storm, the packages went on. If a rider 
was killed, the one next to him did double duty 
until a substitute could be provided. Buffalo Bill 
covered one such double stretch when he rode, 
continuously, 320 miles, in twenty-one hours amI 
forty minutes. 

The pony express cut the time of the over­
land mail to ten and a half days. The quickest 
trip ever made was the dispatching of President 
Lincoln's inaugural address, which was carried 
across the continent in seven days and seventeen 
hours. 

On October 24, 1861, the first transcontinental 
telegraph line was completed and the pony ex­
press service ,,'ent out of existence. The Union 
Pacific Railroad was opened in 1869. 

The Post Card Innovation 
It will be a surprise to many to learn that the 

inventor of the post card, Emanuel Herman, an 
official of the Vienna post office, died within the 
present century. His demand for permission to 
send printed or written communications through 
the mails without an envelope \vas a complete 
innovation, but as soon as his post card was in­
troduced, its use spread immediately all over the 
world. 

The postal service on land is one of the heavi­
est users of motor vehicles. The mails constitute 
one of the chief sources of revenue to the rail­
roads. The mail subsidies constitute an impor­
tant factor of the m('r(>hant marine, and without 
revenue from the mails it is doubtful if there 

would be any air transport in the United States 
even yet. 

Most United States mails are carried by rail, 
and when check-ups have been made it has be-en 
found that mails sent by rail in the usual way 
are often delivered as quickly as when sent by 
air, and in some instances more quickly. 

If the time of transit between the air termi­
nals were the only thing to be taken into con­
sideration, the air mail would be an easy victor; 
but there are fogs and storms to contend with, 
and the air terminals are of necessity located at 
considerable distance from the cities which they 
serve and it takes time to cart these mails back 
and forth between the termini and the post of­
fices ,,,h('re they must be handled, the same as 
any other mail. 

All kinds of vehicles are used to transport the 
mails. On the island of Niuaford, in the Fijis, 
every four weeks a native swam a mile out from 
shore to meet the mail steamer. He carried the 
island's mail each way until finally a shark at­
tacked and killed him and the mail he was carry­
ing was lost. Henceforth a large canoe will he 
sent to meet the ship. 

In Edwards, Colo., for thirty-six years past 
a veteran of the mail service has been transport. 
ing the mails from post office to railroad station 
and back in a buckboard wagon drawn by a mule. 
This man claims to have the only mule-driven 
conveyance in the federal mail service. 

The Air Mail 
It is now twenty years sillce the first mail was 

carried by ail' in the United States. The first 
mail flight was made September 23, ]911, when 
a flimsy plane traveling only sixty miles an hour 
dropped on the Mineola Fair Grounds a packet 
containing 640 letters and 1,280 post cards. 

For a long time America lagged behind some 
of the European countries, but the subsidizing 
of air mail transportation, i.e., the carrying of 
mail by air at less than its actual cost, has had a 
wonderfully stimulating effect and the service 
now extends to every part of the nation. 

In the year 1930, $19,000,000 was appro­
priated for air mail, of which amount about 
$7,000,000 was returned in air mail pay. The dif­
ference, $12,000,000, is an investment in the 
aeronautical industry intended to promote na­
tional prosperity and to insure national security. 
This $12,000,000 is improperly charged to the 
post office department. 

At present there are about a million pieces of 
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mail traveling every twenty-four hours over the 
43,000 miles of air mail lines in the United 
States. These million pieces weigh a total of 
25,000 pounds and bring in about $50,000 a day 
in the sale of stamps. 

In the year 1931, there were numerous exten­
sions of existing air mail routes, including serv­
ices between New Yotk City and Atlantic City; 
St. Louis and Memphis; Cheyenne and Denver; 
Boston and Bangor via Portland; N ew York 
and Kansas City; Albany and Boston via Spring­
field; Albany and K ew York; Albany and Cleve­
land; Philadelphia and Atlantic City; vVashing­
ton and Atlantic City; Cleveland and Nashville. 

In the last fiscal year 16,228,453 air mail miles 
were scheduled by the post office department, 
and of them, 14,939,468 were flown. The weight 
of the mail transported by plane was more than 
7,770,000 pounds. Of the 15,000,000 miles that is 
flown annually in the carriage of mails through 
America's skies, half the distance is flown at 
night. 

One concern, the United Air Lines, carries 
about 60 percent of the air mail volume of the 
nation and is the largest airway operating com­
pany in the world. This concern has 120 air 
transport planes in operation calling at more 
than 40 major cities. It is claimed that 90 per­
cent of all existing air mail contracts are held 
by four large organizations and their subsidia­
ries. There is not now in the United States any 
government-owned and government-operated 
air mail service. It is all in the hands of private 
parties. 

It is believed that the development of air mail 
service has hardly begun. A man can now mail 
a letter in K ew York one morning and his cor­
respondent on the Pacific coast can be reading 
it the next evening. In instances when the winds 
are right, the air mail planes have traveled 200 
miles an hour. Experience has shown that the 
mails are re~lly safer in the air than anywhere 
else, and because air mail transportation is so 
safe large sums of money are often transported 
in that way. 

To encourage the sending of mail by air, one 
of the air mail lines supplies its customers with 
gummed stickers bearing the words "Air Mail", 
to be attached to the letterhead of every letter 
dispatched by plane. It is found that letters 
bearing these stickers receive special attention, 
and it is claimed that 40,000 firms are now using 
them. 

Aids to Air Mail Service 
During the period while the air mail service is 

in process of development it is inevitable that 
there would be some loss of life, but, all things 
considered, it is surprising that there has not 
been more. Meantime, conditions are steadily 
improving. 

The air mail pilot is lighted on his way by 
powerful light beacons placed every ten miles. 
Besides these beacons that by means of inter­
mittent colored signals indicate their identity 
and the location of landing places, the pilot is 
assisted by radio beacons that flash signals to 
him as he speeds along above the clouds. 

Before an air mail pilot leaves the ground, 
he is handed a weather report, for which he 
signs. These reports are sent in from along the 
line of the mail routes and from either side of 
it for several miles. So important are these 
weather reports that their possession may meaIt 
life or death to the aviator. 

One of the most dreaded spots for flying in the 
United States is above the mountains in the 
vicinity of Bellefonte, Penna. For miles in this 
district, the hills are heavily wooded and there 
are few places where emergency landings can 
be made. Nevertheless, the planes, heavily loaded 
with mail and express, go over this territory 
constantly day and night and in almost all kinds 
of weather. 

·When forced down, air mail pilots have had 
some terrible experiences. Sometimes they are 
killed outright, and that is easy; sometimes they 
jump and the parachute lands them safely, but, 
even so, the way to civilization may be long and 
difficult. 

Somewhere in the wilds of the Rockies an 
aviator who thus escaped death died of starva­
tion, and in the spring the notes which he had 
written narrating his experiences were found 
tied to the bushes along the route which he took 
to his death. 

In Nevada, another aviator, flying at night, 
dashed out of the clouds into the tops of some 
cedar trees. ·When he came to, he was 8,000 feet 
up a mountainside, but managed to walk twelve 
miles in pain and misery through the snow so 
that a 'necking crew would be sent to recover 
the mail. 

Experiments are still in progress as to how 
mail packets and other parcels may best be de­
livered from moving airplanes. A recent inven­
tion is a net stretched on uprights. The package 
to be delivered is suspended from the plane by a 
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rope just strong enough to safely hold it. When 
the package hits the net the rope is severed by 
sharp teeth on the top of the crossbar that holds 
the net in place. This method of delivery is said 
to have worked successfully. 

Air Mail Services Elsewhere 
"\Vhile the air mail services have been ex­

panding in the United States they have not been 
standing still in countries to the north and south. 
One of the greatest of Canadian air mail achieve­
ments is the sprvice between F-dmonton, Alta., 
and Aklavik, at the mouth of the Mackenzie 
river, 200 miles above the Arctic Circle. Last 
year this point on the Arctic ocean (visited by 
Col. Lindbergh and hil:l wife on their trip to ,J a­
pan) received eighteen mails and some interme­
diate points received more than forty mails. 

Formerly if this territory received one mail 
a winter, it was lucky. The dog teams used to get 
the mails through somehow, but, in the nature 
of things, could not make many trips in a season. 
Regular first-class mail rates applicable through­
out Canada are used on the route from Edmon­
ton to Aldavik. 

There is now air mail service fJ;om the United 
States to both coasts of South America and ex­
tending to within 600 miles of Cape Hom. By 
the extension from the far southern city of Com­
modor Rivadavia to Buenos Aires a lptter takes 
but ten days to travel between Patagonia and 
the United States, and, if necessary, could be 
carried all the way to Aklavik by air. This is 
nearly half way round the world and, taken col­
lectively, makes the longest air mail route. 

On the west coast of Chile olle air route covers 
the length of the country, 2,500 miles of straip'ht­
line fiying. Brazil has an air mail serviee to the 
interior state of Matto Grosso, as well as a serv­
ice the whole lellgth of the eastern coast. rrhe 
inauguration of the service to this interior state 
shortens the time for mail delivery by ten days. 
If not already in operation, it is hoped Roon to 
establiHh a weekly air mail service between Bra­
zil and the west coast of Africa. Experimelltal 
flights have already taken place. 

As a general thing, mails from the United 
States to South America reach their destination 
a week quicker when carried by air than when 
carried by ships. It is expected that if and when 
an air mail service is operated between the west 
coast of Africa and the Brazilian coast Euro­
pean mail will reach Brazil in two days and 

a half, Argentina in three days and a half, and 
Chile in four days and a half. 

Miami is the jumping-off place for mails from 
United States to South America. 

Semi-Ocean Air Mail Service 
It seems that it was only a few months ago 

that we first recorded the initial experimt'llts 
of catapulting mail planes from the decks of 
the j;Juropa, but all SUllllller long in the year 
1931 the planes were catapulted not only from 
the Europa, but from the Bremen, the Aquitania, 
and other vessels. 

The plalles leave the liners from 700 to 1300 
miles from port, landing the mails as much as 
twenty-eight hours ahead of the regular sched­
ule. rl'hese catapulted planes are equipped ",ith 
wireless, and are thus able to keep in touch with 
vessels tllat may be near them. 

Recently two of the brave men who operate 
these catapulted planeR lost. their lives ill an ex­
plosion of their plane off Nova Scotia after they 
had already made a safe landing from the vesRel 
and had taken off again during the night on the 
continuation of their trip to New York. 

With the construction of larger and stronger 
planes, it is seriously planned to inaugurat(' a 
t.rans-Atlantic air mail service with Charleston 
as the western terminal. Meantime, German 
scientists are working away at their roeket 
theories and tell us of their hopes to carry mail 
from Gennany to the United States in some­
thing like half an hour; and, frankly, that seems 
t.o us just a little bit too fast. 

Air Mails in Other Lands 
The Germans have been experimenting with 

the tranRit of mail hags in the air from one plane 
to another. 'rhe experiments are said to have 
been successful, the mail being dropped and 
picked up by means of a hanging cable with a 
fork-like hook attachment. The cable is designed 
to break easily, if caught, so as to prevent a 
crash. 

rrhe Swedes have a night. air mail route to the 
European continent \"hich is now in its fifth 
year. It makes six trips a weE'k. There is also a 
night air mail service from Reval, the capital 
of Estonia. 

The London-India air route traverses France, 
Switzerland, Italy, Greece, Italian Libya, Egypt, 
Palestine, Transjordania, Iraq, Persia and Ba­
luchistan. The mail goes through in seven days 
and nine and three-quarters hours. 
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The Imperial Airways route from Egypt to 
Cape Town, when in operation, it is believed, 
will be one of the most difficult on account of 
the peculiar weather conditions and difficulties 
of landing. Nevertheless, a part of this route is 
already in operation, and one may go from Lon­
don to Mwanza in Tanganyika territory, 5,114 
miles, in nine days, a journey that takes thirty­
two days by ship and train. 

In certain parts of London and New York 
and other large cities, separate post boxes for 
air mail are provided. The British post office 
issues free adhesive labels marked for air mail. 

"When the Graf Zeppelin went around the 
world, it carried a load of mail, but, owing to 
the number of countries visited and the fact 
that none of the mail was registered, a large 
part of it failed to reach its intended destination. 

German philatelists complained that most of 
this mail that went astray seems to have dis­
appeared in Japan, and concluded that some­
body in Japan must be as much interested in 
making stamp collections as they are themselves, 
and not quite as much interested as he might 
be in whose stamps he took. 

The Postal Business as a Business 
Every day that it is in existence the postal 

business gives the laugh to the people that claim 
that the Government cannot do anything proper­
ly, because there is no other organization on 
earth comparable to the Post Office Department 
in the size of its personnel, the miles covered, 
and the business handled. 

It is the government's largest business estab­
lishment. The operation of this business re­
quires regularly more than 370,000 persons. 
These operate 49,063 post offices and 503,000 
miles of post routes. Every year they perform 
the task of carrying the mails some 720,000,000 
miles. 

Postal receipts afford a very just barometer 
of business conditions. For years past, the nor­
mal growth of the Brooklyn post office service 
has been about 6 percent, in direct proportion 
to the annual increase in the borough's popula­
tion. Owing to the current business depression, 
Brooklyn'S usual normal growth has ceased and 
an almost stationary condition has come about. 

For the past ten years the postal deficit has 
averaged around $50,000,000; but there are many 
expenses loaded upon the post office department 
which properly belong elsewhere. Newspapers 
are carried around the country for less than 

cost. The excess cost is not properly chargeable 
to the post office department. 

American ships are given large subsidies for 
carrying mail. The purpose of these subsidies 
is to build and maintain an American merchant 
marine. The excess cost should be properly 
charged to the navy department. Other large 
subsidies are given for the carrying of the air 
mail. The excess cost should be charged to the 
war department. 

The rural free delivery of mails costs every 
year several million dollars more than is ob­
tained from it. The excess cost should be charged 
to the department of agriculture. 

The post office department haIHilps for mem­
bers of Congress franked matter at all average 
annual loss of more thall $700,000 ill rcwllue. 
The cost should be charged to the House of Hpp­
resentatives or the Unih'd States Senate, as the 
case may be; and so we might go down ill(> list, 
pointing out the costs of franking of llIail of 
others than members of Congress; free ddiv­
ery for the blind, and differentials in favor of 
religious, educational, scientific, labor, philan­
thropic, agricultural and fraternal organiza­
tions. There is no just reason why the extra ex­
pense involved in the handling of tlles£' items 
should be loaded upon the post office depart­
ment. 

Congress Fixes the Revenue 
The post office department is not allowed to 

fix its own rates of postage; Congress does that, 
and therefore is responsible for the reveuue re­
ceived. If there is insufficient revenue, Congl'C8S 
is to blame. The post office d£'partment does not 
fix the hours of labor of its employees. Congress 
recently reduced the hours of labor of P08t office 
employees to forty-four hours per week. rrhis 
reduction alone added $13,000,000 to the annual 
cost of operation of the mails. 

Looking about for ways to increase the re­
ceipts of the post office department, the post­
master general, in July last, gained the COli Rent 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission to in­
crease the limit of weight of a single parcel from 
fifty to seventy pounds and to increase the com­
bined length and girth from eighty-four to 100 
inches. 

It was calculated that this deci:·,jon ,,"ould 
mean at least $5,000,000 to the post office depart­
ment. Naturally, this ruling was fought by the 
Railway Express Agency on the ground, proper­
ly taken, that this increase in the size of pnck-
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ages would seriously divert express business to 
the postal service. 

In the further effort to increase postal reve­
nues, parcel post supervisors have been ap­
pointed at sixty of the largest post offices. The 
duties of these supervisors will be, among other 
things, to see that classes in civics in the schools 
and colleges are instructed in the proper manner 
to wrap, pack and address their packages. 

Thus the public will become more parcel-post­
minded, and it is expected that there will also 
follow a partial wiping-out of economic loss oc­
casioned every year through the improper wrap­
ping and addressing of fourth-class mail matter. 

There has recently b('en an increase in the 
rate of postage to foreign count rips, but it is 
seriously to be questioned whether such an in­
crease of rate is a good thing for the country 
as a whole. 

In the search for revenue, governments some­
times do very unwise things. 'rhus, China has 
made the postage rate so high as to practieally 
destroy her correspondence with foreign coun­
tries. Three years ago a ten-cent stamp would 
carry a letter from China to the United States. 
The present rate is twenty-five cents a letter, 
which is more than the traffic will bear. 

In the postal business two busy seasons are 
recognized: Christmas-time, when it is nf'eessary 
to take on 40,000 temporary employees, and va­
cation-time in the summer, when the sweetheart 
mail is unusually heavy. 

Permissibles and Unpermissibles 
At a British post office, if one knows his ad­

dress, but is otherwise lost, he can mail himself 
home. The British also have a system by which, 
if one wishes to prove that a Irtter has lwen 
posted, there is no need to register it. B'or one 
cent the post office supplies a certificate of post­
ing. 

Also, if one loses the last mail collection, and 
if he has an urgent conIDlUuication to send, he 
may ring up the head post office of the district 
and dictate his letter. It will be written out and 
sent off with the night's mail. The charge is six 
cents for the first thirty words; two cents for 
every ten additional words, plus the postage and 
telephone fees. 

Queen bees may be sent from one continent 
to another; but firearms may not be sent. Not 
infrequently the customers of mail order houses 
try to return by parcel post firearms which have 

been sent to them by express, but such shipments 
are confiscated in the mails. 

Some do not know that after a letter has been 
mailed it ceases to be the property of' the one 
mailing it, but becomes the property of the one 
to whom it is mailed. Nevertheless, such is the 
case. Sometimes, but rarely, a postmaster, when 
the circumstance::; are explained to him, may re­
turn a letter to the sPllfler, provided it has not 
yet left the mailing office. 

New Mailing Devices 
The mail bags used in the air mail service are 

made of asbestos, so as to practically eliminate 
any loss of air mail through fire. 'l'hese bags, 
when subjected to an actual fhe test, withstood 
the heat perfectly. 

Germany has been paying much attention of 
late to the details of handling the mails. A de­
vice tested at Leipsic, Germany, does away with 
postage stamps. Dropping a letter or a post 
card into a box the sender inserts coins covering 
postage into a slot and pulls the lever. The fact 
that the postage is paid is then printed on the 
face of the envelope. This machine works some­
what like a cash register, automatically record­
ing the total amount of postage paid during a 
given time. 

At a Berlin post office, when the letters posted 
in a certain slot have reached a specified weight, 
they are conveyed automatically to the sorting 
room. 

At Munich there is a mechanical post office, 
circular in shape, with sorting equipment in the 
center and loading apparatus about the circum­
ference. Packages are stamped and dropped 
into openings, where they are carried by slides 
and endless belts to the proper loading plat­
forms. 

In England, to frustrate theft of pouches, the 
bags are strapped to a platform connected to 
an electrically operated alarm system. An at­
tempt to loosen the straps sets off a siren and 
lights a red lamp. 

New York has a robot railroad mail sorter. 
The photo electric eye guides the sacks filled 
with mail for a certain city to the requisite load­
ing platform in front of the proper railroad car. 

Houston, Texas, has a mail box so placed that 
persons desiring to mail letters can drive slowly 
past and mail their letters without stopping to 
get out of their cars. 

A recent inventioa signals the housewife im­
mediately if anything is placed in the mail box. 
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The Postal Inspectors 
There is always work for the postal inspec­

tors. There are something over 500 inspectors in 
the service. rrhey average to investigate about 
200 cases a year apiece, and it necessarily fol­
lows that many hundreds of arrests occur as a 
result. 

In Bridgeport, Conn., the inspectors arrested 
a mail clerk who ,,,as getting a big kick out of 
reading the private love letters of a divorcee. 
When arrested he admitted that he had opened 
and read about twenty-five letters and found 
thpm so intpresting he could not refrain from 
following them up. 

'rhe uses of Republican 1\ ational committee­
men in thp states of' the solid south was revealed 
when it ,yas discovered that postmasters in Mis­
sissippi paid to sueh putative lords of the realm 
$2,000, $l.!)OO and $700 for their respective jobs. 

When a mail plane was wrecked ncar Polk, 
Pa., it had on hoard a consignment of diamonds. 
Before the inspector arrived there was a 
scramble for the gems, some of which were sold 
by the villagers for two or three dollars apiece, 
only to learn later that they were worth thirty 
or forty times that much. 

Some Odd Things 
If you see a letter or a post card with numer­

ous x's on it, you may know that signifies so 
many kisses, and harks back to the day when the 
bulk of the people could not write and made 
their signatures by a cross. After the letter was 
written by the village clerk it was solemnly 
kissed, in token of faith; and when education 
rendered the x no longer necessary as a signa­
ture, it was still nsed as a symhol of a kiss. 

Some odd things happen occasionally. Thus, 
as an express plane was passing over the Carib­
hean sea the wind blew off a hatch cover and 
a full bag of ordinary letter mail was dropped 
into the waters beneath. 

All the letters mailed at Darmstadt, Germany, 
on December 31, 1928, were date-stamped "Jan­
uary 32, 1932". Manifestly, the Volstead Act is 
not in operation in Germany. 

Somebody at St. Thomas, Ont., got the idea 
that when a two-cent stamp is cut in two in the 
middle, each half is equal to a one-cent stamp. 
Everyone of those letters went to the address 
with postage due on it, as a cut or torn stamp 
is a mutilated stamp, according to the postal 
laws, and cannot be accepted for postage. 

Immense Real Estate Holdinf/8 
The post office department is one of the 

world's biggest organizations oWlling real es­
tate. It holds title to buildings worth hundreds 
of millions of dollars. The new Chicago post 
office is the largest in the world. It is 800 feet 
long, 350 fpet WIde, and 200 feet high, having 
about fifty acres of floor space. 

The first post office in Boston was established 
March 12, 1G37, in a private home, and there are 
still in the United Statps numerous post offices 
that are located in private dwellings. While the 
country was developing then· were times when 
the post office was merely a shelf in a bla('k­
smith shop, a box car 011 a siding, a barroom, or 
even a hollow tree. When Abraham Lillcoln was 
postmaster at New Salelll, 111., he ('arried his 
post office in his hat, so he ::mid. 

Discovering that Uncle Sam needs a building 
in which to do his post office work, sundry and 
divers statesmen of thf' Teapot-Dome variety 
have in recent years made a good living at the 
expense of the rest of us. One man in Chicago 
admitted that he had financed fourtf'en postal 
substations ill that city. In some instances the 
postal department has paid rentals on buildings 
that range as high as 60 percent a year on the 
investment. 

Delay€d in the Mails 
It does not always follow that when you drop 

a letter in the mails it will be delivered as quick­
ly as you think it will. On April 5,1926, William 
J. Miller, assistant United States attorney, 34th 
Street Post Office, New York city, mailed his 
letter of resignation to his chief. The letter had 
only to mount one floor in the same building. 
It was delivered on .May 6, 1931, more than five 
years afterward, meantime having been lodged 
in a crevice of the sorting cahinet. 

In 1919, Mrs. H. LeCluz, BIue Point, N. Y., 
on Long Island, mailed a letter to Mrs. Wm. 
Bason, consoling her on the death of her hus­
band. The letter traveled three miles to Say­
ville and arrived in a little more than ten years, 
after the woman herself was dead. 

A post card mailed at Folkestone, England, 
took twenty years to reach Birmingham, a dis­
tance of seventy miles. The Pathfinder tells us 
that "Tom \Villshul1 of Birmingham, England, 
was a hit puzzled when he received a letter ad­
dressed to him and signed 'Lilly' in which the 
writer expressed regret for her hasty refusal 
on the night hefore and suggested that if Tom 



234 
The GOWEN AGE BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

would renew bis proposal it would be promptly 
accepted. Winshull hadn't proposed to anybody, 
and he set out to solve the mystery. He learned 
that the letter was mailed in 1909 and was in­
tended for his father." 

In the United States Charities Building, 
105 East 22nd Street, New York city, twenty­
five letters and post cards dating as far back as 
1903 were found in the mail chute twenty-eight 
years afterward. 

In 1929, Gen. Robt. Lee Bullard received a 
letter mailed to him forty-four years previously 
by a buddy with whom he had soldiered. 

In June, 1931, several business letters mailed 
sixty-four, sixty-five and sixty-seven years ago 
were found in an old-fashioned double-paneled 
front door, in Manchester, England. 

In Oberlin, Ohio, in May, 1931, seventy years 
after it had been mailed, a letter was delivered 
to the daughter of a man to whom it was ad­
dressed. 

The Letter Carriers 
It was in 1862, at Cleveland, Ohio, that Joseph 

W. Briggs, postal employee, acting as a window 
delivery clerk at the post office, conceived a sys­
tem of mail delivery and collection. In the end, 
with the cooperation of the Cleveland postmas­
ter, he became the first city delivery letter car­
rier in Cleveland. Prior to that time letter car­
riers received no specified salaries. They \vere 
paid according to the amount of mail they deliv­
ered. 

Today we would think it almost impossible to 
get along without the postman. It is illegal to 
detain him on his beat. Years ago it was large­
ly a walking job. Today much of his time is 
spent stuffing letters in apartment house mail 
boxes. It is probable that great improvements 
could be made in the delivery of mail from door 
to door so that it ·would not be necessary for 
letter carriers to carry the great bags which 
weigh some of them down. 

An improvement would be to have depots here 
and there, even if nothing more than locked 
boxes on posts, where the mails for certain dis­
tricts could be delivered in bulk by light delivery 
wagons, thus keeping the contents of the letter 
carriers' sacks down to a minimum at all times. 

A New Orleans letter carrier, thirty-five years 
in the service, estimated that he walked 200,000 
miles, equivalent to eight times around the 
globe, during his mail-carrying jaunts. 

The letter carrier&know that they are on their 

feet a great deal, and seem to think the govern­
ment might do something about it. The National 
Association of Letter Carriers voted unanimous­
ly that "whereas many letter carriers develop 
foot trouble from excessive walking, such as cal­
louses, corns, bunions, strains and fallen arches, 
it would be a big help to get free treatment for 
same". 

The Rural Free Delivery 
The first rural free delivery appropriation by 

Congress was made in 1896. The farmers could 
not see why they should pay part of the cost of 
free delivery of mails in the cities and not enjoy 
some of its advantages in the country. 

By 1926 there were 45,000 routes serving one­
fifth of the people of the United States. Improve­
ment of highways is bringing about a consolida­
tion of rural routes, cutting down their number 
at the rate of twenty a week. In five years about 
2,500 routes have been absorbed by other routes. 
The standard rural mail delivery service route 
in the United States is twenty-four miles. 

The government is particular about the rural 
mail boxes, and hence we have 7,000,000 of them 
all of the same design. Furthermore, they must 
hereafter be mounted on posts that are painted 
white, to add to their visibility in the interest of 
highway safety. 

Besides the rural free delivery routes there 
are 11,788 star routes traveled by contractors 
carrying the mails back from railroads to vil­
lages. 

Nixies and Freak Addresses 
Nothing will make all the people careful at 

once or sensible at once, and probably there will 
always be a certain proportion of postmasters 
who will get some satisfaction out of trying to 
decipher cryptic and illegible addresses. Years 
ago a letter addressed simply 

·Wood 
John 
Mass 

was correctly delivered to John Underwood, 
Andover, l\1ass. In 1927 a letter mailed in Ire­
land addressed "AI, N. Y.", went correctly to 
Al Smith. 

The photograph of a man's dog enabled a 
postmaster at gast Hampton, Conn., to deliver 
a package to the owner of the dog. The postmas­
ter at Southampton, England, delivered a letter 
addressed as follows: 

"To the Chemical Cleaner.s who are Dying an 
Overcoat for Arthur Lewis. Near the bridge 
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same street as the market is in, near top of 
St. James Road, Southport." 

A letter marked "Personal" addressed to Wil­
liam Shakes-peare, Stratford-on-A von, England, 
was returned to the sender in Springfield, Mass., 
marked "Deceased, 23 April 1616", after three 
postmen had actually tried to deliver it. 

Every year there are many letters addressed 
to Santa Claus. These all go to the dead letter 
office, to be disposed of. 

The following are the official instructions for 
the proper addressing and depositing of mail 
matter: 

Before depositing your letter or gift, give it "the 
once-over". Be sure that it is properly addressed. In­
clude the street and number, post office box or rural 
free delivery route. Give your return address as sender 
in upper left corner. l\1ake certain that the postage 
paid is suffieient. If in doubt as to the amount re­
quired consult the post office. Affix the stamps care­
fully and invariably place them in the upper right 
corner. Write on a slip of paper your name and ad­
dress as sender and the address the gifts are intended 
for. Put it inside the package, so that if by any mis­
chance the wrapper or tag should become detached, 
the post office will have a clue to the owner. Wrap your 
parerls securely. Use several thicknesses of strong 
paper, and several turns of good strong twine. Protect 
all artiell's from breakage with ample packing. The 
post office will tell you just how to wrap different 
things if you will inquire. All fragile articles should 
be marked fragile. Insure all valuable parcels. Do not 
leave any parcels on the top of street mail boxes or 
deposit parcel post packag(',s within such boxes. All 
parcel post packages must be brought to a post office 
or station. 

Mailing Lists 
The nwrhanieal addressing of mail has re­

sulted in the building up of huge mailing lists. 
The government is prepared to eorrect sueh lists 
for a fee of 6:ic per hour spent on the job. The 
New York post officp receives and regi sters 2.!iOO 
removal notirps daily. This means that mailing 
lists Quickly herome ohsolete and need to be fre­
quently revised if they are to he of value. Im­
mense quantitif'8 of vt1luahlf' advertisin,g matter 
are lost through the effort to use inaccurate lists. 
Advertising matter of this rlass furnishps more 
than !i0 nprcpnt of all the dead letters handled 
during the year. 

Somptin1Ps one bnsiness concern will lend its 
mailing list to another at fef's of from three to 
eight dollars a thousand names. By resorting to 
this mf'thoo one company has sent ropies of a 
single circular to as many as 5,000,000 persons. 

U nele Sam now spends $2,000,000 annually 
searching city directories and other books of ref. 
erence for the purpose of correcting and com­
pleting improperly and insufficiently addressed 
mail. There has been talk that the government 
may eventually make it compulsory to place re­
turn addresses on all letters and parc('ls. But 
how such a regulation could be enforced is not 
apparent. 

rrhe post office department has denied the re­
quest of certain large mail users to use the mails 
in distributing unaddressed advertising matter 
by carriers of city delivery offices. 

The Dead Letter Office 
Every year about 25,000,000 letters reach the 

dead letter office at Washington. These letters 
contain remittances of the value of about $5,000,-
000. About 70 percent of these remittances are 
returned to the senders. As the New York city 
post office alone delivers 17,000,000 letters every 
day, the dead letter figures for the country as a 
whole seem very small. The New York city post 
office daily handles 350,000 pieces of misdirected 
mail and 80,000 pieces of mail without any street 
address. It supplies daily 44,000 pieces of mail 
with correct addresses. 

Four times each year, the post office conducts 
a sale of unclaimed goods, most of which has 
been misdirected or has improper or illegible 
addresses. Some of the articles offered for sale 
in the last post office auction were: straw hats, 
overcoats, lamp shades, violins, hlankets, hair 
nets, bathing suits, tennis racquets, patchwork 
quilts, ice crf'am freezers, pitchforks, keys, a 
crutrh, a set of falsI' teeth, a hook of travel writ­
ten by a Prussian prince more than a century 
ago, several dolls, dog muzzles, riding boots, 
auto accessories, and almost every conceivable 
kind of wearing apparel and household ap­
pliance. 

The biggest and most foolish dead letter any­
body ever tried to deliver is the one that con­
tains thp creeds of Christpndom. Not a person 
alive believes their confusing and conflicting 
tC'stimollY that there is one God and at the same 
time that there are three diffprenf Gods who are 
one in person and equal in pOWf'r and glory; not 
a person ever belipved or coulo helieve that God 
is infinite in power and love and yet that He has 
hC'cn so overrf'a('hpd hy anothpr's cunning that 
the best He ran do is that millions roast forever 
in agony. All the creeds are in the dead letter 
office. 



Canada-on the Highroad to Asia 

THE air mails are changing the face of the 
earth. Every day that goes by takes us far­

ther into the world that is to be, and farther 
away from the world we knew yesterday. The 
highroad of the future is through the skies. 
Canada is on the highroad to Asia and already 
occupies almost her full measure of it. 

If you were at the northeastern tip of the 
United States, on a summer morning, and had 
an extra fast plane, you could be in the south­
western corner of the country by nightfall. You 
would go from the 68th to the 117th meridian of 
longitude and drop down from the 47th to the 
33d parallel of latitude, but you 'would not be 
any ncarer Asia than when you started. 

But suppose now that instead of heading 
southwest you headed northwest. With the same 
plane, in the same time, you could reach Aklavik, 
the northern terminus of the Canadian Air Mail 
Service, at the mouth of the Mackenzie River. 
You would go from the 68th to the 135th merid­
ian of longitude and rise from the 47th to the 
68th parallel of latitude, but because the merid­
ians of longitude are nearer together, the dis­
tance would be about the same. 

But at Aklavik you would be not a great way 
due east of the mainland of Asia, and with quite 
levelland underneath you all the way, except for 
the 36 miles across Bering Strait. Another jump 
across the same type of country would take you 
to Yakutsk, well down into eastern Siberia. Man­
churia, the key to Asia, lies 1,000 miles straight 
south of Yakutsk. .Japan and Australia are in 
the same line. 

The inset on the large map in the center of 
the magazine sho,,'s that Yakutsk is the natural 
air center of the world. This Siberian city is 
about midway bet,,'een New York and London 
over a route that, all governments cooperating, 
would be as safe as the route across the United 
States, traveled by airplanes night and day, al­
most every day in the year. 

The Highroad to Asia is almost certain to be 
via Aklavik, Nome and Yakutsk, and we confi­
dently hope to see an all-the-year service con­
necting the Eastern and \Vestern hf:'mispheres 
by this route. The Canadians seem to have seen 
it coming, and are to be congratUlated on their 
foresight and enterprise. 

This is in part the route taken by Colonel 
Lindbergh on his recent vacation trip, and is a 
natural route for flying, as the mountains and 
oceans, with their exceptional perils to aviators, 
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are avoided. The cost of one battleship would 
probably provide beacons to light the whole 
route. 

Poor though she is, Japan can pour out money 
and blood like water in the effort to keep the 
Chinese from profiting from the competitive 
railroads the latter country has built in Manchu­
ria. The nations can always find the means to 
fly at one another's throats, but when it comes 
to cooperation in the effort to make this a better 
world in which to live they are far from doing 
it, at least in Manchuria. 

However, it is a real pleasure to "'itness the 
splendid cooperation between Canada and the 
United States in the development of air mail 
service on both sides of the line. The through 
air mail service from Toronto to 'Winnipeg is 
via Detroit and Chicago, which is its natural 
route. 

Mails leaving Toronto at six o'clock at night 
are in Chicago at 11: 00 p.m., and in Winnipeg 
at one o'clock the next afternoon. Returning, the 
mails leave \Vinnipeg at 12: 40 p.m.; they are in 
Chicago at 11: 15 p.m., and in Toronto the next 
morning at 7: 30. \Vho shall say that this is not 
a huge convenience to the business men of 
Toronto, Winnipeg, and the intervening cities of 
Hamilton, Windsor, Detroit, Chicago, l\Iilwau­
kee, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Fargo, Grand Forks 
and Pembina, served on the way? 

Despite the financial depression that has cov­
ered the whole earth with a blanket of pessi­
mism the Canadian air mail service has in the 
past t,,'o years experienced a startling growth. 
The following are the official figures: 

1928 
1929 
1930 

C.\.l<\ADlAN AIR 1\IAIL SERVICE 

Trips 
Scheduled 

1,000 
2,335 
4,779 

Miles 
Flown 
199,604 
490,641 

1,608,687 

Pounds 
Carried 
2-1:5,060 
430,636 
527,212 

Our attention having been drawn to the extra­
ordinary enterprise of the Canadians in opening 
np and maintaining a through all-the-year air 
mail service to Aklavik, on the edge of the Arc­
tic Ocean, we wrote to the department, asking 
for some further information about what they 
are doing to the north of us. 

The response which follows was gratifying in 
the extreme. Every one of our readers will per­
use it with keen interest, we feel sure. 



Canadian Air Mail Service By G. Herring, Chief Superintendent (Ottawa) 

THE aeroplane has developed in a quarter of a 
century from the unlovely kite of 1903 to a 

streamlined thing of swiftness and bpauty; and 
in that brief span of years it has added untold 
richness and color to life, giving a new meaning 
to heroism and adventure, and, above all, prov­
ing itself of prime usefulness in modern busi­
ness. Not the least of its contributions is the 
great advance it has worked in the postal com­
munications of the world, and many of the most 
brilliant and valuable achievements of aviation 
have been in connection with air mail service. 

Noone who has felt the lift and pull of a 
speeding mail plane traveling at one hundred 
and twenty-five miles an hour, with a load of 
mail on board and with the earth far below, and 
has divined the singleness of purpose with which 
the throbbing machine seems to seek the shortest 
possible route to its destination, can have any 
doubt as to the efficacy, value, and reality of 
air mail service. This experience has not been 
shared by many, yet there are countless thou­
sands who regard the air mail service as an ac­
complished fact and the most striking develop­
ment of modern postal service. But it is the busi­
ness man whose enthusiastic support is needed 
if air mail service is to be a complete success. 

The most ardent booster for air mail would 
scarcely argue that aviation is yet entirely in­
dependent of weather conditions. Fog, blinding 
snowstorms and smoke from forest fires are 
some of the hazards which even the most daring 
pilot hesitates to face. Yet experience has shown 
that in Canada an efficiency percentage of at 
least 85 in winter, and nearly 100 in summer, 
can be depend<.'d upon, and it is upon the basis 
of an 85 or 90 percent efficiency recorJ that the 
air mail service appeals to the business man and 
the mailing public for steady, consistsnt patron­
age. Sprunllodic use of the airmail is of little 
or no use. If the business man or banker makes 
a regular practice of sending his more important 
correspondence by air mail, and eighty-five per­
cent of it (an exceedingly modest estimate) gets 
through aecording to schedule, the plan is well 
worth while. Banking and financial houses can 
save much of the interest on funds in transit; 
insurance companies, manufacturel's, \yholpsal­
ers, branch houses, all these and many othprs 
'will find that the air mail service can be of real 
value and assistance to them if they will give it 
a trial over an adequate period. 

It is not only between the larger centers of 
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population that air mail service is of great value 
to this country. In fact, few countries are in a 
position to derive more positive and immediate 
benefits from internal air post services than the 
Dominion of Canada. Hpr vast areas and com­
paratively attenuated population; the great dis­
tances which separate her principal urban cen­
ters, and the various widely scattered settle­
ments and mining and fur-trading areas to 
which access by other means, esppcially during 
the winter months, is difficult and sometimes 
scarcely possible, comhine to render postal com­
munications hy air p('cnliarly valuable and well­
nigh indispemmhle in Canada. III additioll, under 
a reciprocal al'l'angement with the post office 
department at Washington, Canada is ahle, by 
establishing with ease numerous points of con­
tact with the extensive networll: of air mail serv­
ice in the United States of America, to take full 
advantage of the remarkahle facilities which flOW 

exist not only in that country but from there to 
Mexico, the West Indies, and Central and South 
America. 

'l'he establishment of Canada's official air post 
services is of comparatively recent date, but the 
conveyance of mail matter by air \vithin this 
country has been an actual fact for over ten 
years. 'rhe advent of the modern aeroplane ac­
celerated the development of Canadian gold 
mining regions beyond all precedent, enabling 
prospectors and miners to work on a scale for­
merly impossible; and the postal requirements of 
these men, whose work was carried on in remote 
and otherwise almost inaccessible districts, were 
ministered to, almost of necessity, by aeroplane. 
As a temporary measure, permission was given 
by the post office dppartment to the operating 
aviation companies to carry letters, entirply at 
the senders' risk and subject to a small fee rang­
ing from five to twenty-five cents per letter, in 
addition to the regular postage. This fee, which 
was retained in its entirety by the operating 
company, was ('overed by a cachet or "sticker", 
analogous to a postage stamp, affixed, for the 
prevention of any possible confusion with the of­
fice stamps, to the reverse side of th(' envelope. 

The successful operation of numerous "stick­
er" services demonstrated beyond all cavil the 
essential practicahility of air mail transport in 
Canada, for these services were conducted in 
many cases under considerable operating diffi­
culties, although not on hard and fast schedules. 

Canadian civil aviation assumed proportions 
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in 1927 which justified the post office department 
in utilizing the facilities available for the fast 
transport of mails, not only to remote areas, but 
between the larger centers of population. Serv­
ices of the latter type, of course, had to be ar­
ranged on definite time schedules, and this in­
volved a much greater problem. As a beginning 
a service of daily frequency between Montreal 
and Toronto was established on October 1, 1928. 

On the same date an international air mail 
route bet,Yeen Canada and the United States 
was established, from Montreal to Albany, the 
capital of New York state. The Canadian post 
office department pays for the transmission of 
mail on the southbound trips between those 
points only, but the United States postal admin­
istration operates a service from New York city 
to Montreal, via Albany. The train connections 
are such that on the southbound journey there 
is no advantage gained by flying the mail be­
tween Albany and New York. 

This service, which is of daily except Sunday 
frequency, has functioned with remarkable reg­
ularity, maintaining an average operating ef­
ficiency of very nearly one hundred percent. 

On JUly 15, 1929, the Montreal-Toronto route 
was extended westward to Detroit, via Hamil­
ton, London and Windsor, Ontario, and thus a 
point of contact with the United States air mail 
routes westward was established, in addition 
to providing the most densely inhabited portion 
of Ontario with speedy air mail service. 

On August 16 of this year that portion of the 
service between Montreal and Toronto was elim­
inated at least for the present. The superlative 
excellence of the train service had always made 
this part of the route difficult to operate success­
fully from an aviation standpoint. It is hoped 
that as conditions improve it will be possible to 
restore the service between Canada's two largest 
cities, as this will always be an indispensable 
link in any Canadian transcontinental air mail 
route. 

There are formidable difficulties in the way of 
transcontinental all-Canadian air mail service. 
The tremendous barriers represented by the 
Rocky Mountains and the Great Lakes are prob­
lems . which will be no easy conquest on any 
regular scheduled service. 

The very difficult flying country in New Bruns­
wick constitutes another serious problem: the 
scarcity of suitable emergency landing fields, the 
densely wooded areas and the broken nature of 
the country present difficulties hardly less than 

~he more spectacular Great Lakes and the Rock­
Ies. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties of operation 
in the Maritime Provinces (fog, perhaps the air­
man's greatest enemy, is one of the commonest 
on the Atlantic Coast Line), it was decided early 
in December, 1929, to conduct an experimental 
service between Montreal, Quebec, Moncton and 
Saint John. The route originally followed was 
over all-Canadian territory, but the experimen­
tal flights indicated that this was not giving the 
best results. On January 27 the service was 
divided into separate parts, one plane operating 
between Montreal and Quebec and another fly­
ing from Montreal across the state of Maine to 
Saint John and thence to Moncton. ~'hese serv­
ices have been withdrawn for the present. 

On March 3, 1930, the most ambitious step 
towards a trans-Canadian air mail route was 
taken when a night service of daily frequency 
was established between Winnipeg and Calgary, 
via Regina, Moose Jaw and Medicine Hat, with 
a northern link to Saskatoon, North Battleford 
and Edmonton. This service effects a saving of 
twenty-four hours in the through movement of 
mails and gives fast inter-city service between 
the principal centers of popUlation in the Prai­
rie Provinces. On August 16 this trans-Prairie 
service was rearranged by linking Calgary direct 
to Edmonton and eliminating service between 
Moose Jaw, Saskatoon and North Battleford. 

A further international link was provided on 
February 2, 1931, when a service between Win­
nipeg and Pembina, N.Dak., was established. 
~'his route connects with United States services 
to Saint Paul and Chicago, etc. 

Further links in the coast-to-coast chain are 
those from Winnipeg east across Ontario, and 
between the Rocky Mountains and Vancouver. 
The former will require considerable ground 
work before advantageous flying can be done, 
as, in order to make the necessary connections, 
night flying will probably be essential. 

It is in the outlying portions of Canada, how­
ever, that the most valuable \vork of the air 
mail service has so far been carried on. Until 
recently the remote settlements along the iron­
bound north shore of the Saint Lawrence River, 
on Anticosti and the Magdalen Islands in the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and along the sub-arc­
tic reaches of the Mackenzie River, have been 
almost cut off from civilization during the win­
ter months. Communication was necessarily by 
dog-team and other primitive methods until the 
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recent dramatic chan,ge to swift aeroplanes re­
duced the duration of mail trips from weeks to 
hours. A journey along the north shore of the 
Saint Lawrence River, which formerly occupied 
about three w('('ks, is now made in as many 
hours. The enormous boon conferred upon the 
inhabitants of such districts is difIicult to esti­
mate. It is in this respect, undoubtedly, thtlt 
Canada hus mORt to gain at present by air mail 
serviee. 

rl'he eHtahlishment of contract air mail servi('e 
in the l\lnekenzie River distriet, the most north­
erly of all air mail services, in Decemher, 1929, 
attraeted world-wide attention and was a re­
llIarlmbJe a('hievPllH~nt in every way_ rrlle long 
rout~ of lIearly sevent('en hundred miles from 
Fort 1\1 e 1\\ Ul'l'ay, down the Athahaska River, 
along the ~'outh shore of Great Slave Lalw and 
down the whole of the mighty l\Jaekpnzie Riv('r, 
is a historic highway and it entered into an en­
tirely new ph aRe of its existenee when the first 
mail plallPR took 0 Cf from 1\1 eM urray on Dee(>m­
her 10, 1n~~). Hith<'Tto, in the winter 1I10nths, 
clog-teams had hH('n the Role lllPallS of convey­
allee; alld tIl(> volume of mail was (·()tTespoIHling­
ly small alld limitC'd to 1('tt('rs and a few II(,WS­
paper~. Contrast this with the relllarkahle COII­

ditioIlR obtaining- on the advent of air mail faeil­
ities: five tons of mail earried on th(' first flights; 
over a thousand pounds for Aklavik alon<', ~s 
comparcd with less than two hnndrpd pounds 
for the whole of the previous winter, laboriomdy 
and slowly carried in by dog--h'am; amI all this 
done with spc('d, precision alld comparative ease. 
This is undoubtpdly the most brilliant achieve­
ment of the Canadian air mail sprvicp so far. 

A similar s(~l'vice in the Peaee RivPl' area was 
estahlished 011 January 31, 19;-H. 

The chief remaining routes are those which 
penetrate the 1'ieh mining arpas of Ontario and 
Manitoba. Rpd Lake, Siseoe and Chibougamau 
are names well known to mining men. They are 
the prineipal minpral areas served by air mail 
in Canada. Aproplanes eOllvey swiftly and rpg­
ularly mails that would otherwise have to he 
transported aeross lakes and rough eountry un­
provided with roads, and dpliver in a few hours 
letters that would by any other means be days 
in transit. 

So far the Canadian post office department 
has not insist('d upon any speeial rate of postage 
for letters cOllveyed on air routps other than 
inter-city services. It has carried them to the re­
mote districts and the mining areas at ordinary 

domestic rates. These services may thus be de­
scribed as humanitarian in purpose and accom­
plishment. 

It is, of eourse, a eommonplace of aviation 
that the circuit of the globe in northern or south­
ern latitudes is mueh easier than nearer the 
equator. This primary factor in air communica­
tion between Europe and Korth America makes 
the position of Canada a eommanding one on the 
inter-eontinelltal airwa~-s of the future. The pos­
sibilitirs have already been indieuted by a serv­
iee betweell 1\1 ont real and llilllon!'ki, on the 
south shorp of the Saillt LawrPllee River, which 
has been operatl'd with sigllal SU('cpss by the 
Canadian post officp d<'partIllPllt sillce May, 1928, 
for the expC'di tion of incoming and ontgoing 
British and foreign mails by the Saint Law­
rence route. 'l'he eOllveyance of mails by plane 
to and from Himouski, the tirst and last point 
at which thp Canadian trans-Atlantic steamers 
touch during the "open" seaRon of naVIgation, 
has resulted in savillgs of threp days on the out­
ward journey and nparly as mueh on the inbolllld 
trips. l~xperilllental flights bptw(,E'n Montreal 
and the S1rait of Bplle Isle during the 1930 sea­
son of navigatioll ('ifE'etpd PlIornHlUS gains. 

ThE' signifieanc(~ of these achievenwnts is ap­
parpnt whpn permanent serviees to and from the 
Strait of Relle IFle, and across the sub-Arcties, 
are considE'red. By a Belle Isle or Labrador 
sprvieE" mail from Europe can be delivered in 
Chieago with gains of several days over the New 
York route, ,vhile a complete trans-A retic air 
ll1ail service aer08S Canada, Grpenland and Ice­
land would p1aee I<~urope in almost unbelievably 
close eontact with North Ameriea, and the Ori­
ent. 

rl'he development of flying fields and provi­
sion of lighting faeilities, to ~;ay nothing' of the 
eonstant improvements in aireraft whieh may be 
expeeted during the twxt few years, will· un­
doubtE'dly do mueh to faeilitate the pprformance 
of regular scheciulpd air mail services within 
Canada. l\lpanwhile the effieieney percpntages 
maintainE'd by the different operating eompanies 
are remarkably high. In addition to holding the 
world's rpcord for speed over eon tract lines, the 
Canadian air mail renders service of the utmost 
valu(' to the business man, the settlpr in the hack 
country, and the prosppetors and miners who 
have addpd so ll1ueh wealth to onr country. It 
is not an experiment, hut a fait accompli of 
whieh the Canadian people have every reason to 
be prond. 
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MAP OF CANADIAN AIR MAIL SERVICE: 
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Seen From the 'Plane 

Switzerland's Low Birth Rate 

SWrrZERLAND has the lowest birth rate in 
Europe, it being but 70 per 1,000 women 

between the ages of 15 and 45. Germany has 73, 
France 80, Italy 104, Spain 114, Poland 136, and 
Bulgaria 1 GO. 

Everybody to Be Commandeered 
FIELD MAHSHAL VISCOUXT ALLENBY, on the oc-

casion of his Reventieth birthday, said: <trl'he 
next war will be the complete end of civilization 
as we know it. Everything and everyone will be 
c:ommandeered." 

Americans Are Small Book-Buyers A I\1ERICAKS are small book-buyers. An in-
vestigation recently made by O. H. Cheney 

and staff reveals the fact that the American 
public buys only about one book per person per 
year. 

Frankton, Indiana, Has No Taxes 

FRANK'l'ON, Indiana, a town of 1,000 in­
habitants, is abl:lolutely taxless and without 

a cent of bonded indebtedness, due to municipal 
ownership of water and electric utilities. rrhe 
town charges eight centl:l for the first 40 kilowatt 
hours, and four cent::; for all over the first 40. 

Pasadena's Profitable Municipal Lighting Plant P ASADEKA (California) municipal electric 
lighting plant in the month of August, 1931, 

had a total income of $116,378.81, of which 
$70,507.00 was !let profit. The production costs 
were ahont one-fourth of a cent per kilo,yatt 
hour, the lowest in history. 

Size 01 the Radio Audience 

WHA'l' is the pOl:lsible size of a radio audience 
in the United States? There are 17,313,000 

radio sets in the nation, and the average size 
of family is 4.1, so that the potential audience 
is 71,000,000 persons. ~'he five boroughs of New 
York city have 1,021,G51 radios. 

Homeless Jewish Children in Palestine 

THE village of Benscheruen, Palel:ltine, was 
built and is entirely administered by its 

population· of 200 Jewish children brought from 
Russia in 1926. The ages of these children range 
from 3 to 17 years. The older ones manage the 
farms and shops and take care of the younger 
ones. 

2+1 

Spain Loses One-Third 01 Employees 

T
HE government of Spain, by the stroke of a 
pen, has lost one-third of its employees. 

'l'hese were hangovers from the old regime and 
reported at their offices only once a month, to 
collect their salaries. As soon as they were re­
moved the salaries of the real workers were in­
creased 20 percent. 

What the Shrinkage Amounts To 
THE national dpht of the United States is 

about $17,000,000,000. Double it; that makes 
$34,000,000,000. Foreign countries owe our gov­
ernment $11,000,000,000. That makes a total of 
$45,000,000,000. Well, the drop in the market 
value of American stocks in 23 months is 
$12,000,000,000 more than that vast total. 

In Less than a Year 

NOT only did l\lontagu Norman, president of 
the Bank of England, say that "unless dras­

tic measures are taken to save it, the capitalist 
system throughout the civilized world will be 
wrecked "rjthin a year", but he went further and 
said, "I should like this prediction filed for 
future reference." 

What the Preachers Accomplished 

I N The Alliance TV ee7dy for September 5, 1931, 
Dr. Frederic W. Farr tells us what the 

preachers accomplished. He says: "In 1927, six­
ty thousand preachers preached 3,000,000 ser­
mons without having a single convert. In 1928, 
ten thousand churches, with an average member­
ship of over 1,000, did not have a single addition 
to the church. On the other hand, thousands of 
membE'rs we"re lost each year." 

Honesty, Decency and Veracity 

HONESTY, decency and veracity was the 
theme of a sermon preached by Reverend 

Patricia in South Boston on October 25. It was 
an appropriate theme. Right in the middle of his 
sermon he was arrested for swiping two suit­
cases of men's clothing, and at the time of his 
arrest was wcaring one of the suits selected 
from one of the suitcases. He had promised to 
get two young men johs in a Hartford hospital, 
but at an inconvenient moment disappeared with 
all thE'ir belongings. Longing for consolation, 
they dropped in at the little church and rec­
ognized the man, the voice and the clothes. 
They got a big thrill out of Reverend Patricia's 
sermon on honesty and decency. 
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The Uses of Glass Silk 

GLASS silk, or glass wool, or spun glass, as it 
is variously called, is used for heat insula­

tion in ships, locomotives and engine rooms. It 
would be entirely possible to make a beautiful 
dress of the material, and this has actually been 
done. The threads are about one-thousandth of 
an inch in diameter. The world's only glass silk 
factory is at Glasgow, Scotland. 

1,000 a Day Sent to Prison 

T
HE condition of our civilization is attested 
by the fact that in America 300,000 are com­

mitted to prison every year. If there were added 
to this the number that ought to share the penal­
ties of those actually committed, what would the 
total be 1 Besides the foregoing there are 70,000 
new patients admitted every year to institutions 
for the care of the mentally affiicted. 

Ford Discards Machines to Help Workers 

T
HOUGH no man has probably done as much 
as Henry Ford to make the people machine­

minded, yet Henry Ford, in order to help the 
unemployment situation, has this past year em­
ployed hundreds of men in agricultural work 
and had them do their tasks with a hoe instead 
of with tractors, so that more men could have 
work. 

Destruction of Wild Life 

I T IS impossible to take an automobile trip of 
any distance and not see the bodies of the 

little wood folks, ,vhere they have lost their 
lives trying to cross the road at night. The lights 
blind them and they do not know what to do to 
escape. On a single piece of Pennsylvania road 
three and one-half miles long fifty-two deer and 
one hundred and ninety-six rabbits were killed 
in one year. 

Kill Van Kull Bridge Completed 

O NL Y three weeks after the opening of the 
great George vVashington Bridge across 

the Hudson River the Kill Van Kull Bridge, 
between Bayonne and Staten Island, the largest 
arch bridge in the world, was opened. The new 
bridge, in connection with the Holland Tunnel, 
reduces by twenty minutes the time needed to 
make the trip from Greater New York to Staten 
Island. Specially favorable combination rates 
have been made, so as to encourage use of the 
new bridge. The Kill Van Kull spoan is 1,675 
feet; it cost $16,000,000. 

Kaieteur Fall, British Guiana 
THE Kaietcur ~-'all, British Guiana, has a 

total height of over 800 feet, and a sheer 
descent of the water of 741 feet. The width of the 
hard rock over which it plunges is 370 feet. It 
has only about one-tenth the volume of Niagara, 
but is one of the world's most impressive spec­
tacles and one of its most valuable water-power 
sites. 

Most People Agree with Hughes 
THOUGH by a five to four decision the Su-

preme Court of the United States has de­
cided that an applicant for citizenship must put 
allegiance to the Constitution ahead of allegiance 
to God, yet most people will agree with Chief 
Justice Hughes and his associates Holmes, 
Brandeis, and Stone, that Congress has never 
made such a law, and, it is hoped, never will. 

A Courageous Doctor 

C C. GRANT, M.D., a courageous doctor of 
• Winthrop College, in South Carolina, in a 

letter to the New York Times, calls attention to 
the fact that the removal of tonsils renders the 
victims more liable to contract rheumatism, 
heart disease, ear troubles, measles, whooping 
cough, chicken pox, mumps, scarlet fever, pneu­
monia and cancer; all this is provided they do 
not die under the knife. 

Real Cause of World War 

A CONTRIBUTOR to the Dayton Daily News 
says: "The real cause of the World War 

was the fact that 20,000,000 men who did not 
want to go to war, and \vho had no reason for 
going to war, and who had nothing to gain and 
everything to lose by going to war, were afraid 
to say 'N" 0' when they were ordered to go to war 
by a few hundred politicians who did not go to 
war." 

Ellensburg (Washington) Municipal Plant 

WHO was it who said that it is impossible to 
find a man that will honestly manage a 

municipal electric lighting plant 1 The rates of 
the Ellensburg (Washington) plant have been 
slashed more than one-fourth, yet last year the 
plant turned $18,000 into the city treasury. The 
bonds against the plant are being retired, and 
when they are all paid off there will be a cut in 
the taxes. The Power rrrust is in error in as­
suming that all the people who know how to 
manage electrical plants are crooks. 
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Unreasonable Immigration Re8trictions 

A CANADIAN man has five children, two of 
whom were born in the United States when 

he was on a visit to this country. When the time 
came for his return to his own country the 
Canadian government refused to admit his 
youngest children, on the ground that they were 
born in another country. As a consequence these 
two little tots are separated from their mother 
and are now wards of the court in the state of 
"\Vashington. 

222,225 Speakeasies in the U. S. 

MAJOR MAURICE CAMPBELL, editor of an anti­
prohibition magazine, estimates, as a re­

sult of a nation-wide canvass, that there are 
42,000 speakeasies in New York state, 40,000 in 
Illinois, 20,000 in Pennsylvania, 15,000 in Cali­
fornia, 10,000 each in Massachusetts, New Jer­
sey and Michigan, 7,500 in Wisconsin, and 5,000 
each in Connecticut, Louisiana, Maryland, Mon­
tana and Ohio. Seems like a bad guess for Mon­
tana. 

Terrible Drought in Zululand 

Z ULULAND is being devastated by the worst 
drought in history. No rain has fallen for 

more than a year. The Mkuzi river is now noth­
ing but an expanse of sand. The native wom­
en dig holes in the sand and have to wait for 
as much as an hour to get one cup of water to 
assuage the thirst of their families. Cattle are 
dying of starvation, and vultures from all parts 
of South Africa are migrating into the stricken 
area. 

Capitalism on Trial for Life 

CALLING attention to the telephone-girl dum­
my directors, the fake "investment counsel­

ors" who are really bond salesmen, the watered 
stock, the concealed practices by which execu­
tives pay themselves billion-dollar bonuses dis­
guised as "administrative expenses", and the 
rising figures of unemployment, the H erald­
Tt'ibune says that Otto Kahn, Gerard Swope, 
Nicholas Murray Butler, the dean of the Har­
vard Business School and the editor of The New 
York Law Journal have agreed that capitalism 
is now on trial for its life. 'l'hat is the exact 
truth, and the final act of the trial, the execution 
of the just sentence of Almighty God against 
the whole system, is at the door, and announce­
ment of that stupendous fact is being made to 
every home in Christendom. 

Conditions in Germany 

T HE German middle class is disappearing. 
Thousands of trained officials receive less 

than $500 a year, and half of that goes in taxes 
of one form or another. \Vages were recently cut 
15 percent or 20 percent. The finest city homes 
have declined in value from $100,000 to $15,000. 
The young Germans have no love for capitalism 
and no confidence in it. They are determined 
they will pay no more reparations. The country 
will probably go Bolshevik in due time. 

World Increase in Unemployment 

THE International Labor Office reports a 
great increase of unemployment in Genna­

ny, Italy, Great Britain, France, Holland, Swe­
den, Norway, Denmark, Hungary, CZL'choslo­
vakia, Belgium, New Zealand, Australia, Canada 
and Austria. In some of these countries, notably 
France, Holland and Czechoslovakia, the num­
ber of johless is now several timps what it was 
a year ago. In New York city one out of every 
four workers is unpmployed. 

King George's Chaplain 

REV. CANON T. GUY ROGERS, chaplain to King 
George V, now Oft a visit to the United 

States, made the following remarkable state­
ments: "The church will offer 110 more assistance 
in recruiting sol(liers, nor will it supply chap­
lains to the armies. We shall say to youth that 
he who shoulders a gun shall be an outcast and 
that the conscientious objector shall become a 
hero." And we cannot help but wonder how he 
stood in 1914 to 1918. 

Cholula the Most Churched City 

T
HE other day, when a great fire broke out in 

Cholula, Mexico, the dispatches carried the 
information that though the total population of 
the city is only 10,000, yet the city has 100 
churches. The mere statement of this fact is suf­
ficient to prove that the Mexican Government 
has good grounds for its contention that the 
church business in Mexico has become a busi­
ness, and that it is not operated for the benefit 
of the people, but for the profit of the people 
that are in thp bmiiness. It holds that the people 
have too large a share of their earnings diverted 
to the erection and maintenance of useless ec­
clesiastical buildings, and that time which they 
should spend in working is given over to too 
many holy days for their own good. 
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The Russian Ice Breakers 

ALL the great maritime nations that have ice­
bound ports now have ice breakers. The 

most famous of them are the Russian ships, 
which keep the way open all along the northern 
coast of Russia and as far as the mouth of the 
Yenisei river, in Siberia. These boats make their 
way through ice twelve or thirteen feet thick. 
They are so constructed as to ride up on the 
ice, which, if not broken otherwise, is crushed 
by the weight of the boat itself. 

Legalization of Euthanasia 

DR. C. K. MILLAIW, Leicester, England, has 
prepared a bill which would legalize a quick 

and painless death in certain cases of incurable 
and painful disease. Application would have to 
be made by the person desiring it; two doctors 
would have to certify that the applicant is suf­
fering from a fatal and incurable disease and 
that death would be slow and painful; a third 
would have to investigate and certify to the 
facts; and a court would have to issue the per­
mit. 

Peace Soldiers of the Philippines 

THE peace soldiers of the Philippines, better 
known as the "Philippine Scouts", are rated 

one of the best bodies of native peace-time troops 
in the world. Recruited from the former head­
hunting tribes, these scouts are now well trained 
troops, capable of almost any kind of work, and 
graduate into positions of responsibility in their 
home communities, where they exercise a good 
influence. They are considered the equals of any 
colonial troops of other nations in India, Moroc­
co or elsewhere. 

The Six-Hour Day 

THE Du Pont and Kellogg industries are ex­
perimenting with the six-hour day and re­

port that the results are more satisfactory than 
with longer hours. When the day was reduced 
from twelve hours to ten, and again from ten to 
eight, there were those who foresaw all kinds of 
trouble unless the longer hours were retained, 
but the eight-hour day has been a good thing. A 
six-hour day would give work to many more 
men. And the fi.vc-day week, to still more. Taking 
the kids out of the factories and putting them 
back in school would give work for additional 
men; and withholding positions from married 
women would provide still more opportunities 
for employment. 

Southern Commission on Lynching 

THE Southern Commission on Lynching, 
George Fort Milton, editor of the Chat­

tanooga News, chairman, has fi.nished its studies, 
and reports that of twenty-one persons lynched 
last year two were certainly innocent and eleven 
others possibly so. In forty years fewer than 
one-fourth of the persons lynched were accused 
of attacks on white women. Grand juries seldom 
indict mob leaders, even when known. Sparse­
ness of settlement, lack of education, and low 
economic conditions all tend to increase the 
prevalence of lynching. 

Western Electric Will Hire Cripples 

THE Western Electric Company, after studies 
made of 652 men and women with physical 

defects, has decided that hereafter cripples will 
be given employment at regular pay. They are 
not so quick to resign, they make more effort to 
adapt themselves to their work, they are less 
liable to be absent because of sickness, and they 
are more careful to avoid accidents than those 
not handicapped. Their only handicap seems to 
be that they are more liable to be absent because 
of reasons such as marriages and funerals. 

The George Washington Bridge 

THE George 'Vashington Bridge, from 179th 
Street, New York, to the Palisades at Fort 

Lee, N. J., is at present the greatest bridge in 
the world. Each of its towers is higher than the 
"\Vashington monument. The span between them 
is 3,500 feet. The four cables each of them a yard 
in diameter and made up of 26,474 separate 
strands, are capable of holding in suspension at 
one time ten of the largest ocean-going liners or 
battleships fully loaded. The New Jersey ap­
proaches to the bridge cost about $15,000,000. 
The bridge head road itself is the world's widest 
concrete thoroughfare and provides for the 
movement of automobiles in thirty-five parallel 
lanes. When completely paved the bridge's road­
way will provide eight traffic lanes, sufficient to 
accommodate 30,000,000 vehicles annually, but 
the capacity can be increased to 60,000,000 ve­
hicles annually by the construction of another 
floor swung below the present roadway. The 
cost of the structure is $60,000,000; the tolls will 
be 50c for pleasure cars, $1.00 for buses, and 
10c for pedestrians. It was ready for use six 
months ahead of time. 57,778 vehicles used the 
bridge the fi.rst day. That was pretty good for 
only four roadways: a rate of over 20,000,000 
vehicles a year. 
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Bombing Plane Dedicated and Christened 

THE bombing plane City of Canterbury has 
been duly dedicated and blessed and is now 

ready for any murderous work that may be en­
trusted to it. The plane weighs eight tons, car­
ries two and one-half tons of gasoline and two 
and one-half tons of bombs, and call remain in 
the air 121f2 hours. It was dedicated by Rev. S. 
·Wilson, mayor of Canterbury. He christened the 
plane by t.hro·wing wine on its bows and ~aid 
that he prayed God's blessing on every man who 
would fly in her. Of course, God will pay a lot 
of attention to that. Probably the next thing you 
hear the plane will have crashed and killed every 
mall on board. 

The Inactive Social Surplus 

THE president of the Brotherhood of Locomo­
tive Firemen, Glenn Frank, says: '''l'he key 

to national prosperity is the release of the pres­
ent inactive socia] surplus of buying power. And 
a score of America's outstanding business men, 
bankers, and industrialists have, as I have al­
ready suggested, told me that if a larger share 
of this social surplus could be wisely routed in­
to the pockets of the consuming millions who, 
for personal and family consllnption, both need 
and desire to buy more, the wheels of industry 
and the marts of trade would quickly begin to 
hum with new activity, economic depression 
would become a memory throughout the United 
States, and that, in the long run, the minority 
now owning this surplus power would actually 
be better off as far as total wealth is concerned." 

German Communist Demands 

GERMAN communists recently made the fol­
lowing demands: "Confiscation of the banks, 

industry and land; stopping of the Young plan 
payments, and repudiation of capitalist debts; 
the arrest and trial of all capitalists responsible 
for the financial crisis; full guarantee of all 
small deposits; confiscation of all deposits ex­
ceeding twenty thousand marks (about. $4,700); 
the immediate opening of all factories; cOldls­
cation of all food supplies, clothing, e:>te., for dis­
tribution among the masses; confiscation of all 
large houses so as to provide homes for the un­
employed; mass strikes against non-payment of 
wages; increase of unemployment and social 
welfare rates; withdrawal of all emergency 
decrees; abolition of police terror, and with­
drawal of all prohibitions; and the disarmament 
of all fascists." 

Pleading for a Six-Hour Day 

PLEADING for the universal adoption of the 
six-hour day, the publisher William R. 

Hear::;t, after calling attention to the fact that 
since the beginning of the nineteenth century 
hours have been decreased from fourteen to 
eight, said it is now time for another reduction, 
and added: 

It has been the habit of the employing classes to 
take the full benefit of labor-saving machinery and 
capitalize it, depriving the working people of their 
due share of this benefit. The advanta.g-e of labor­
saving machinery should be distributrd to the employ­
ers in greater profits, and to the consumers in cheaprr 
prices; but, above all, to the working people in shorter 
hours, better wages and better living conditions. 

How Tammany Secured Its Victory 

P ~RHAPS you wondered how, with New 
York reeking with corruption, Tammany ad­

herents managed to secure such a great victory 
in the November (1931) elflctions. '1'he explana­
tion is easy. At some polling places, according to 
an article in The Nation, were thugs, aided by 
police, who forced their way into the voting 
booths and cast the votes of others for the:> demo­
cratic candidates even when the person sup­
posed to be voting intended to vote otherwise. 
'Vhen protests were made against illegalities 
the ones protesting were attacked and no atten­
tion was paid to the guilty. The police officers 
acted as if their one concern was to see that the 
democratic ticket was elected, and to prove to 
the people that they must not expect to try to 
do anything to remedy matters. 

How Lords Are Made 

I N A BOOK entitled Discretions, Frances, 
Countess of Warwick, tells how lords are 

made. The honors of the realm were exchanged 
for campaign contributions. She says: "The old 
system was so blatant in its methods that I have 
knmvn of men beiug called to the Central Office 
in order to advise about people of wealth, in the 
provincial cities, who might be approached with 
a hint that an honor would be given." She says 
that this will be denied indignantly, and that the 
truth always is denied, and that she knows of 
cash paymcnts for titles that never rcached the 
party treasuries at all, because the wives of 
ministers grabbed them before they got to the 
party cash box. Don't you wish we had the nobil­
ity and royalty in America 1 
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The Foolishness of War 

REFERRING to the foolishness of the "World 
\Var, The American Guat"dian says: 

The high-contracting parties have learned by now 
that the nations of this earth arc but one big family. 
Not a very nice family, it is true, but a family neyer­
theless. And that being the case, the individual mpm­
bers of the family don't help themselves by destroying 
the family's larder, bedding, work clothes, tools and 
dinner pails, to say nothing ahout separating each 
other from such handy adjuncts as hands, legs, bowels 
and heads. It took the family some twenty-five million 
crippks and corpses and two hundred thousand mil­
lion dollars in monry to learn a ksson they could have 
pickPd out of allY Gideon Bihle for nothing. 

Sllnday Newspaper a Necessity 

TIIB Kam:as ~upreme Court has just decided 
that SUllday newspapers have become a 

necessity and that their sale is no violation of 
the Kamms bhw laws. FJvery such dpcisioll makes 
increasingly more absurd the foolish attempts 
of some to criticize or to stop the Sunday door­
to-door presentation of the gospel in printed 
form. If Sunday newspapers are works of neces­
sity, how murh more the literature that brings 
hope of an end of Satan's way of doing things 
and the. inauguration of an era of lasting peace, 
prosperity, health, happiness and everlasting 
life! 

Theological Hold-Up Men 

TWO theological students of Tehaucana, Tex­
as, got the collpction idea uppermost in their 

minds and held up and robbed a taxicab driver 
of $2.00. rr'hey seE'med to think that so long as 
they took up a collection they had done a pious 
thing, no matter how they got the money. Well, 
that was a mistake. In the eyes of the law they 
erred, and got five yean, apiece in which to think 
it over. rrhe ones who first got them to thinking 
about collpctions as an easy way to make a living 
are the ones who are to blame for this. Why 
teach a young man that the most important 
business in the world is taking up a collection 
and then jail him for five years mf~rely because 
he does 110t nse the right method ~ How much 
wiser and hetter to teach them an honest way 
to make a living. For those who have a leaning 
toward making a living from collection baskets 
there is no better prescription than ov('ralls and 
alarm clocks. They have to come to it in the ('nd. 
For five years now the young men will be dressed 
in overalls, and if they don't get up when called 
they will have to go to the dungeon. 

Sinclair Mixing Up in Demonism 

UPTON SINCLAIR has written a new book, M en­
tal Radio, narrating the experiments of 

himself and wife in telepathy. He says, in one 
place, "The subconscious answers questions, and 
its answers are always false; its answers come 
quietly, like a thief in the night. But the other 
mind, th(' deep mind, answers questions too, and 
th('se answers come, not quietly, but as if by in­
spiration, with a rustling of wings, with glad­
ness and conviction. These two minds seem dif­
ferent from earh other. One lies and rambles; 
the other sings and is truthful." We merely add 
that the demons are teasing Mr. Sinclair. 

A Universal Sign Language 

8m DENISON Ross, director of the School of 
Oriental Study in London, lecturing in New 

York, thinks it possihle that Chinese may be­
come the universal sign language of the world. 
The reason is that less than one thousand signs 
are need('d to convey almost every idea. The 
signs are easily lparned. A bout fifty of them 
bear close resemblances to the pictures from 
which they are derived. rr'hus, the Chinese sign 
for a person is that of a Iptter Y turned upside 
do"wn. At a glance you can see the body and 
legs, with suggestions of head and feet. Here is 
something anybody can learn without much men­
tal effort. 

It's Wrigley Who Pays 

I N THE Kewanee (Ill.) Daily Star Courier, 
October 17, appeared an advertisement of the 

First Baptist churrh, Reverend Wilfred Noble, 
pastor, advertising "rr'he F'lavor Lasts", "A 
gospel message on a famous trade slogan," to 
be preached the next Sunday evening. The ad­
vertisement wpnt on to explain: "A tasty token 
with the compliments of Wm. Wrigley, Jr., for 
each one." If the Bihle were to be rewritten now, 
with conditions surh as at Kewanee generally 
prevalent, a well known passagp would have to 
be alterpd to read something like this: "And 
seeing the multitudes would not conw to hear 
him othprwise, he advertispd that he would give 
a slab of chewing gum to whoever would rome 
and listen: and when Tom, Dick and Harry, and 
all the other cheap skates that could be bought 
off with such a small inducement, had finally 
come to listen to him, he opened his mouth, and 
if he had talkpd for six months steadily you could 
not have learned a thing from what he said, for 
the whole iclea that was in his mind was how he 
would get something for the collection box." 



First Resurrection and Better Resurrection 

THE resurrection of the dead bears an im­
portant relationship to the establishment of 

a perfect government over mankind. Sacred 
Scripture says: "Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years." (Rev. 20: 6) Con­
sequently, everyone who will be a member of 
God's heavenly kingdom that shall bless all the 
families of men on earth must be brought forth 
in this first resurrection. 

Had death never entered our earth, there 
would have been no need of Christ's kingdom to 
be set up, nor of a resurrection of the dead. 
Also, if Christ had not died for our sins, there 
would have been no resurrection of the dead 
possible .• J esus was the first of God's creatures 
to undergo a resurrection of the dead. Had Jesus 
not proven faithful to the death of the cross 
and God been justified in raising Him to life 
again, no one else could ever be raised from the 
dead; or, to put the argument in the Apostle 
Paul's language: "If Christ be not raised, ... 
then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ 
[that is, even dead Christians] are perished." 
(1 Cor. 15: 17, 18) In full agreement with this 
the Holy Scriptures call Jesus "the firstborn 
from the dead". (Col. 1: 18) No one, therefore, 
dying prior to Jesus' death and His resurrec­
tion and ascension to heaven could possibly have 
gone to heaven, not even Moses, nor Elijah, nor 
Enoch, who walked with God and who "was 
translated that he should not see death", nor 
John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus. Eli­
jah was seen to go up in a chariot of fire heaven­
ward, or skyward, but he never got to heaven, 
nor has Enoch been translated there; for Jesus, 
who was in heaven at the time these faithful 
men dipd, and who came down from heaven long 
after their death, said: "No man hath ascended 
up to heaven, but he that came dOWI1 from 
heaven, ev('n the Son of man." (.J ohn 3: 13) 
Jesus' ,yords must be taken as full "gospel 
truth", because He surely would have been able 
to tell if they had arrived up in h0aven. ~ven 
after .J esus had ascended and retul'lled to His 
heavenly Father, none of these faithful n1<'n 
had gotten to heaven; for ten days after His 
ascension the spirit of inspiration came upon 
the Apostle Peter, who then said: "Let me free­
ly speak unto you of the patriarch David, that 
he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is 

with us unto this day .••• For David is not 
ascended into the heavens." (Acts 2: 29-34) 
David will never get to heaven; neither will John 
the Baptist nor any faithful prophet and servant 
of God preceding John's ministry, for none of 
them will be members of the kingdom of Gou. 
Jesus settled that point when He said: "Among 
those that are born of women there is not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he 
that is least in the kingdom of God is greater 
than he." (Luke 7: 28) It must be, then, that 
though John the Baptist and all his fellow 
prophets may be resurrected, it will not be in 
the first resurrection or to a life in heaven. rfhis 
raises the question: What kind of resurrection, 
then, will they have 1 

According to the Scriptures there are two 
general natures, namely, that which is natural 
to this earth, or terrestrial, fleshly, and human, 
and that which is spiritual, heavenly, or celes­
tial. God's own Word (1 Cor. 15: 40, 44) says: 
"There are also celestial bodies, and bodies ter­
restrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and 
the glory of the terrestrial is another .... 
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body." Hence, if these servants of God before 
the days of Christ are denied a heavenly estate, 
God will surely bless them with everlasting life 
in a natural or terrestrial body, bringing them 
back from the grave as human creatures. To 
many it seems unthinkable that this earth will 
remain for ever, as Ecclesiastes 1: 4 plainly 
states, and that human creatures will enjoy 
everlasting life in perfection upon it. Most 
church-going people think that at the resurrec­
tion time all the dead, patriarch, prophet, saint 
and sinner, will come forth out of the tombs with 
identically the same human bodies which they 
had at the time of dying; that then, after having 
had God's judicial decision rendered against 
them each individually, the disapproved ones 
will be taken, in their fleshly or natural bodies, 
into an invisible place to suffer for all eternity, 
but those who meet God's approval will be 
caught away from this earth and be wafted in 
their bodieR of flesh anu blood and bones into 
heaven itself. ThoRe holding this view seem 
never to have noticed the inspired ohjection 
thereto, as stated in 1 Corinthians 13: 50, which 
readR: "N' ow this I say, brethren, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God." Hence 
those who come forth from the dead as human 
creatures must remain such on this earth if they 
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live forever. This is why the least in the king­
dom of God will be greater than John the Bap­
tist; because John will return to life as a human 
(!reature of flesh and blood and as such could 
not inherit the kingdom of God whieh is in­
visible, heavenly, spiritual. 

It will be for the benefit of mankind who are 
to be resurrt:'ded to everlasting life on our 
planet that God will retain the services of John 
the Baptist, Moses, l<~lijah, Enoch, and such 
other faithful Old Testament characters on this 
eartli forever. If these holy men of God will not 
be admittf>d to lwaven, it is certain that all the 
rest of onr race, tlI(' babies, young children, and 
grown-ups, the heathen as welJ as the average 
church-going peuple, will never be accounted as 
worthy to re('eive an entrance into heav(m. Who 
of them has undergone anything compared with 
what these holv men endured ¥ Hearken to the 
aecount of th(~ir hardships as briefly recited 
from chapter eleven of the book of Hpbrews: 
"By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he should after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went. By faith Moses, when 
he was come to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with tho people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. . .. [<'or 
he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. And 
what shall I more say 1 for the time would fail 
me to tell of Gpdeon, and of Barak, and of Sam­
son, and of J ephthae; of David also, and Sam­
uel, and of the prophets; who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, ob­
tained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens. And others had trial of crue] mock­
ings and sconrgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and 
imprisonment; they were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword; they wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins; bping destitute, afflicted, tormentf>d; 
(of whom the world was not worthy:) they 
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth."-Heb. 11: 8,24, 
25, 27, 32, 34, 3G-38. 

Why did these men endure such things? Was 
it patriotism for some earthly government? Was 
it devotion to some political cause or to some 
religious system organized by men, such as Prot­
estantism, Catholicism, the Anti-Saloon League, 

etc.? No! answers God's ·Word. It was their 
faith, faith in Jehovah as the true and only 
living God. "Without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to God must be­
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him. For by it the 
elders obtained a good report." (Heb. 11: 6, 2) 
The faith of these "elders" in Jehovah God, the 
complete dedication of themselves to His will, 
and their self-denying obedience to God's Word, 
this is what distinguishes them from men and 
women 'whom history records as having suffered 
in religious wars, miHsionary efforts to bring 
heathens into rPligious denominations, political 
battles, wars of patriotism, and such other like 
things promoted and engineered by men and by 
human organizations. 

Since God's Word speaks so approvingly of 
these faithful "elders" or "ancipnts" (/)ouay 
Version), it implies He has a worthy reward for 
them. But according to Jesus' words and othpr 
scriptures it will not be a heavenly reward as 
membprs in the spiritual kingdom of God. Some 
of these "ancients", such as Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, David, and Zerubbabel, were an­
cestral fathers of Jesus as a man, and of tl)(>se 
the forty-fifth Psalm, which is prophetiC'ally ad­
dressed to Jesus ('hrist, says: "Instead of thy 
fathers [they] shall be thy childrpn, whom thou 
mayest make princes in all the earth." (Vs. 16) 
That is, Christ Jesus, as Jehovah's servant, will 
raise these "ancients" who were His earthly 
forefathers and restore them to life on earth 
through the power of His ransom sacrifice; and 
they, thus receiving life through Jesus, will be­
come His children, even childr<>ll of Him whose 
"name shall be called . . . The everlasting 
Father". (Isa. 9: 6) 'l'hey will thus be children 
of a heavenly King, the glorified Jesus, and He 
will make them earthly representatives of His 
invisible kingdom, or "princes in al1 the earth". 
It is timely to point out right here that those 
who have part in the first resurrection to be 
with Jesus in His hpavenly kingdom shall be 
"kings and priests of God and of Christ"; they 
were never "fathers" of Christ Jesus, but Jesus 
calls them his "brethren" or brothers. (Heb. 2: 
11, 12) Christ Jesus and His brethren, the King­
dom class, will be ever invisible to mankind; btlt 
as for these "ancients" who are to be made 
princes in all the earth Jesus said: "Many shall 
come from the east and west, and shall sit down 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and J aeob, in the 
lringdom of heaven. But the children of the king-
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dom shall be cast out into outer darkness." 
(Matt. 8: 11, 12) "There shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in 
the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust 
out." (Luke 13: 28) That is, in the time of the 
control of earth by the kingdom of heaven when 
the "ancienh;" are awakened from death and 
given their office as princes in all the earth, then 
John the Baptist and the faithful patriarchs 
and other "ancients" will be actually seen by the 
eyes of the people on earth, even by the eyes 
also of those who opposed Jesus on earth. Christ, 
the heavenly King, and His faithful saints in 
glory, "'ill constitute what the Apostle Peter 
calls the 'new heaven' to displace the Devil's 
present wicked invisible, spiritual government 
over men; and these resurrected "ancients", then 
made earthly princes, will displace our present 
earthly governments and will constitute what 
Peter calls "a new earth, wherein dwelleth right­
eousness". (2 Pet. 3: 13) Read the Old Testament 
account of these faithful "ancients" and note 
their refusal to worship any other God than J e­
hovah, their obedience to Him, and their con­
tending for that which is true, righteous, and 
good for the people and glorifying to God. These 
things guarantee that they shall rule the people 
in righteous judgment (Isa. 32: 1) and shall 
faithfully and honestly serve the Lord in public 
office for the eternal welfare of their fellow man, 
the common people. The invisible kingdom of 
Christ and His joint-heirs, His true church, "'ill 
back up the efforts of these "ancients" as princes, 
thus causing God's will to be done in earth as 
it is in heaven. 

Exalted indeed ",ill be the station of these 
holy men of God as repl'E'sentatives of Christ's 
kingdom. Nevertheless, they will be less than 
the least of the members of the heavenly king­
dom of God. The inspired record of Hebrews 11: 
;)!J,40 says so in these words: "And these all, 
having obtained a good report through faith, 
received not the promise: God having provided 
some better thing for us [that is, for Jesus' 
Christian brethren], that they without us should 
not be made perfect." The tested and proven 
faithfulness of the "ancients" has, of course, 
earned for them something better than the world 
of mankind, but not better than Christ Jesus 
and His faithful disciples. Thus the reward of 
the "ancients" is "a better resurrection", superi­
or to that of the human race in general; for so 
it is written, in Hebrews 11: 35: "And others 

were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that 
they might obtain a better resurrection." How­
ever, God's "Word says plainly that the faithful 
Christians have some still better thing provided 
for them. Theirs is the best, for they are "heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ". 

It follows, then, that the exaltation of Chris­
tians will be yet higher than this "better resur­
rection" of the faithful "ancients". Theirs is "the 
first resurrection". (Rev. 20: 6) By this may be 
understood both that it is the first resurrection 
to take place, and also that it is first in order, 
rank, and importance. Christ Jesus was the first 
to enjoy this exalting resurrection, and that ,vas 
nineteen hundred years ago. There having been 
no dead ones resurrected prior to Him, that 
makes His resurrection "the first resurrection" 
indeed in point of time. Some may object that 
God used the prophet Elijah to raise the dead 
son of the widow of Zarephath, and the prophet 
Elisha to raise the lifeless boy of the Shunam­
mite woman; and also that Jesus himself raised 
the son of the "widow of N ain, and the daughter 
of the ruler J airus, and, lastly, His dear friend 
Lazarus, who had been dead four days. This is 
true, but these people were not resurrected; they 
did not thereafter remain alive for ever on this 
earth, but died again in course of time. \Vhy? 
Because Jesus had not yet died as a ransom 
sacrifice for all mankind. rrherefore these, though 
miraculously reawakened to life, still remained 
in their sins and hence under the pains of death. 
To be resurrected means to be brought forth 
from death into perfection of being and of life, 
free from sin, imperfection and death. Thus it 
remains true that "now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruifs of them that 
slept" -1 Cor. 15: 20. 

On raising Jesus from the dead God rewarded 
Him with a change from man's nature, which 
Jesus had had for thirty-three and a half years 
on earth, back to heavenly or spiritual nature, 
which He had had with His heavenly Father be­
fore the world "was and up till the time that He 
"was made flesh". But God rewarded Jesus 
with spiritual nature of the first rank or order, 
namely, ,,,ith the divine nature, God's own 
na ture, having the peculiar property of immor­
tality. Thus our 8ayior's resurrection was not 
alone first as to time of occurrence, but first in 
that it was highest and best. Jesus' resurrection 
was therefore invisible, because it was spiritual; 
that is, He was not raised as a human, but as a 
spirit creature. This cannot be disputed or 
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scoffed at, because the Apostle Peter himself 
was inspired to write, in his first epistle, chapter 
three, verse eighteen, saying: "Because Christ 
also suffered for sins once, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God; 
being put to death in the flesh, but made alive 
in the spirit." (American Revised Version; also 
other modern translations) Jesus' resurrection 
being spiritual, this explains how Jesus was in­
visible for most of the forty days between His 
resurrection and His ascension, and how He 
could perform the same miracle performed by 
Gabriel and other angels in Old Testament times, 
namely, suddenly materialize a human body fully 
clothed, show himself to human eyes, twice in 
familiar form and the other times in unfamiliar 
form, and then suddenly dematerialize and be­
come invisible again. 

The soldiers "'ho kept watch at the sepulcher 
did not see Jesus arise from the tomb; they saw 
merely the angel who descended from heaven 
and rolled away the stone from the sepulcher's 
mouth, and at the sight these soldiers "became 
as dead men". 'Vhat God did with the fleshly 
body of Jesus in order that He might not suffer 
His "Holy One to see corruption" the New Testa­
ment records do not say. But God has disposed 
of Jesus' flesh according to His own power and 
will, just as effectively as He hid the body of 
Moses and of Enoch and of Elijah. Thus God 
forestalled any possibility of so-called Chris­
tians' mimicking the heathen by making a holy 
relic out of the fleshly body of Jesus, preserv­
ing it in a coffin in some religious building, hold­
ing pilgrimages there, and placing a commercial 
value on having possession of that body and 
charging the religious crowds a money price to 
gaze on that body. If men will do such things 
'with what they claim are pieces of the "cross" 
on which Christ's body was crucified, what would 
they not have done 'with the actual fleshly body of 
Jesus? Our Savior did not take His human body 
to heaven with Him, because "flesh and blood can­
not inherit the kingdom". Before He came to 
earth He had gotten along in heaven \vithout a 
hmnan body; why should He need one, or be 
obliged to have one now in His heavenly glory 1 
Jesus' earthly body was a 'hody of humiliation', 
being, as the inspired record (Heb. 2: 9; Phil 3: 
21) says, "made a little lower than the angels." At 
His death He was "sown in dishonour", but three 
days later was "raised in glory", "being made 
so much better than the angels." (Heb. 1: 4) 
Thus our Redeemer gave up or sacrificed for 

ever His nature as a man, never to take it back 
again, but that it might remain available as a 
ransom price through which the dying and dead 
race of men might have restored to them perfect 
human life on earth under God's kingdom. For 
Jesus himself said: "The bread that I will give 
is Illy flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world." (John 6: 51) As to His present immortal 
nature, Jesus, many years after His resurrec­
tion, apppared in a glorious vision to the Apostle 
J olm, and said: "I am he that liveth, and was 
dead; and, \whold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the kpys of hell and of death." 
(Rev. 1: 18) Because God has now committed 
the keys of dpath and h('ll to Jesus, the state­
ment (Matt. 16: 18) is true that "thp gatps of 
hell shall not prevail against [the true church 
of Christ]". F'or, though every true member of 
thc true church must die sacrificially as human 
creatures as did Jesus and 'make their df~athbed 
in hell', the tomb, the grave (Ps. 139: 8), yet 
Jesus will use the keys committed to Him, and 
will unlock "the gates of hell" at the time He 
returns and sets up His kingdom and thus re­
lease His true and loyal follmvers from death 
into life eternal, immortal. rrhus, as it is written, 
"the dead in Christ shall rise first."-l Thess. 
4: 16. 

On the night before His crucifixion the Savior 
gave the promise for the comfort of all true 
Christians: "I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also." (John 14: 
2,3) In His prayer uttered shortly thereafter, 
He said: "Father, I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where I am; 
that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me." (John 17: 24) This means that 
though, as Jesus himself said, "the world seeth 
me no more" (Jolin 14: 19), and though the faith­
ful "ancients" will never see the divine Jesus, 
yet His true followers, who are "branches" in 
Him, "the true vine," will see the glorified, im­
mortal Jesus and be with Him forever in heaven 
in the mansion prepared for the divine house 
of sons, the members of the kingdom of God. 
They will see Jesus as lIe now is, and not as He 
was when a man on our earth. 

John's first epistle (3: 2), addressing God's 
anointed SOllS, or Christians, reads: "It doth 
not yet appear what we shall be [that is, in the 
resul'l't'ctionl: but we know that. when he 
[J esus] shall appear, we shall be like him: for 
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we shall see him as he is." To see Jesus as He is 
now in celestial glory, it \vill be necessary that 
Jesus' Christian brethren experience, as did 
Jesus at His resurrection, a change of nature 
from human, natural or fleshly, to the heavenly, 
spiritual and divine. The direct promise of such 
a change to divine nature is given in so many 
words in Peter's second epistle (1: 4), which 
reads: "'Vhereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promises; that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature." And, 
in 1 Corinthians 15: 51, 52, Paul wri tes to the 
same effect, and be it remembered that the 
apostle is writing, as he states in the beginning 
of his epistle (1: 2), "unto the church of God, 
... to them that are sandified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints"; hence his words here may 
not be applied to babies, nor to people of the 
world in general, no matter how moral, nor even 
to valiant soldier boys dying at the front. r.l'he 
apostle's words are: "We [faithful Christians] 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump [and not 
any sooner] ; for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead [Christians] shall be raised incorrupt­
ible, and we shall be changed." Thus the Lord's 
footstep followers, if faithful unto death, will 
experience the same kind of resurrection as did 
their Head, their 1\1aster. 

The words of Romans G: 5 assure true Chris­
tians of this reward, saying: "~'or if we have 
been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection." r.l'he Apostle Paul said he counted 
all things to be but loss that, as his epistle to the 
Philippians (3: 10) reads, "I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection," that is, 
Christ Jesus' resurrection. If, then, faithful 
Christians are to know the power of Christ's 
resurrection and to be in the likeness of His res­
urrection, and since Jesus had an invisible res­
urrection as a spirit creature, since He ,,,as 
resurrected in the glory and power of a celestial 
or heavenly body, since to Him was given the 
prize of immortality, incorruptibility, and the 
divine nature at His resurrection, then all His 
faithful Christian brethren should experience 
the same. But ,,,ill they? 

Hearken to the inspired promise recorded in 
Paul's epistle, 1 Corinthians 15: 42-54, and re­
member that these words are written neither 
to the human race as a whole nor even to the 
faithful "ancients", but exclusively to those ,,,ho 
gain the crown of life by proving faithful unto 

death as Christ's followers. Hence the apostle 
is here describing the special resurrection of 
the Christian dead, and none other. The promise 
reads: "So also is the resurrection of the d('ad. 
It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorrup­
tion: it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in 
glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power: it is sown a natural body; it is raised a 
spiritual body .... As we have borne the image 
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 
Behold, I shew you a mystery: \Ve shall not all 
sleep [mark you, he does not say, We Christians 
shall not all die; for Christians must all die, 
showing faithfulness unto death and losing their 
earthly life. But those who have died before 
Jesus comes again and sets up God's kingdom 
have had to lie asleep in death, unconscious, and 
out of existence, awaiting the time when the 
Lord at His kingdom awakens them out of the 
sleep of death a.nd ushers them into heavenly 
life, changed from human creatures, as they 
formerly were, to spiritual creatures. To lie thus 
asleep in death is not necessary, however, for 
those Christians who are 'alive and remain' until 
the Lord sets up the kingdom and begins the 
resurrection of those who are 'the dead in Christ 
(who) must rise first'. These 'alive and remain­
ing' Christians must eventually die as human 
creatures, but at death they will not enter into 
a long sleep, as did the apostles and early Chris­
tians, for the Lord Jesus is already returned to 
receive His disciples unto himself. In view of 
this the Apostle Paul says that not all Chris­
tians shall at death sleep on], but we shall all 
be changed [that is, at the resurrection], in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet [a symbolic one] shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupt­
ihle, and we shall be changed. For this corrupt­
ible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. So when this corrupt­
ible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory." Good reason, 
therefore, that Revelation 20: 6 says: "Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resur­
rection: on such the second death hath no power, 
but they 8hall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign \vith him a thousand years." 

Students of the Bible have strong evidence 
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from the inspired Scriptures, fully supported 
by all the facts in evidence since the close of the 
'Vorld War in 1918, that we are now in that 
time when faithful Christians dying do not re­
main asleep in death for any length of time, but 
are "changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye": the moment of their death being the 
moment of their resurrection change. Their re­
surrection being to heavenly life and spiritual 
realms is therefore invisible; hence those wit­
nessing the death of such faithful Christians do 
not discern with their physical eyes the stupen­
dous change that has taken place, but solemnly 
embalm the human corpse and bury it. Now is 
therefore the blessed time mark('d in Revelation 
14: 13, which reads: "Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth," that is, from 
this time forth until the membership of Christ's 
body or church is completed. The year of the 
great World War, 1914, marks the heginning of 
Christ's invisible, heav~nly government over 

mankind. Very soon now the full membership 
of the heavenly government or kingdom class 
will be made up as the last Christians on earth 
die and Jesus receives them unto himself by the 
resurrection. In due course, also, and that not 
in the far distant future, the "better resurrec­
tion" of the faithful ancients will occur and they 
will take over all human affairs as earthly repre­
sentatives of the heavenly kingdom. rrhen, God's 
kingdom being in full sway over earth, for Satan 
will havt' been bound and his evil organization 
destroyed, the raising of all the. rest of the 
human dead will take place. (J ohn !): 28, 29) 
Then all shall b(' brought "to a knowl('dge of 
the truth" (1 'l'irn. 2: 3·6), and "whoHoewr wil1" 
may without hinrlrallcP acrept the truth, and 
obey it, and rereive at thp hanrlH of parth's new 
King the unspeakahle blessing of life eternal 
on our earth, whirh Ood's killgdom will then 
transform to Edenic glory and beauty. 

The Best Explanation 
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fOUR BOOKS fOR THE PRICE Of ONE 
They Are Beautifully Bound, Too 

I N THESE times of perplexity, trouble and oppression people 
are apt to feel depressed and they often turn to reading as a 

means of diverting the mind. This diversion is often an expensive 
proposition, however. To spend two dollars, or even a dollar, for 
a novel which is read and laid aside is extravagant, especially in 
these times. Rental libraries charge fifteen to twenty-five cents 
merely for the use of a single book, which mU:3t be returned in a few 
days, and therefore must be read hurriedly. Popular magazines 
cost from ten to thirty-five cents a copy and are usually filled with 
advertisements and muoh frivolous reading, or reading of negative 
value. At the best, these means of diversion provide but a few 
hours of forgetfulness, leaving the mind still more dissatisfied with 
thingH as they are. They fail to supply what people really need. 

Judge Rutherford's books are different. They ,,,ill bring both 
pleasure and profit. They will bring you knowledge concerning 
things that you never thought could be understood by human crea­
hues. The Bible is made as plain as ABC; and more thrilling 
than any fiction ever written. Make the experience of thousands 
of other people your own: the experience of finding that the Bible 
is, after all, a sensible, understandable and believable book, and 
that it has a most practical and important message for every in­
telligent creature really alive to the significance of the present. 
You can share this genuine pleasure and profit with thousands of 
others by sending in the coupon below. '1'he charge for these books 
is no more than you would pay a rental library for the use of a 
book, or what you might pay for a magazine. These books, however, 
you may retain permanently and refer to again and again, each 
time receiving added inspiration and help from them. 
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THE WATCH TOWER, 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Please send me at onee the books checl~ed below: 

Name .......... _ .................... _ .......... __ ... _ .. _ .......................................................................................... _ ................ _ ..... _ ... -. 

Street and No .......................... _ .. _ .. _ .......................................................................................................................... . 

City and State ............................................ _ ............................... -............................................. -..................... _ ...... _ 

As you like, send money order, or we will send them C.O.D. 
Any of the following nine bool,s :JOe each or four for a dollar: 

o The Harp of God 0 Creation 0 Government 
o Reconciliation 0 Life 0 Light (Book 1) 
o Deliverance 0 Prophecy 0 Light (Book II) 

o Vindication, Judge Rutherford's latest book, 35c (no reduction). 
why not get the entire set 1 The total cost is only $2.60 postpaid to any address. 

Or, 




