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Exploration Reduced to a Science 

FIFTY years ago an explorer was an individu­
al. He went out at his own expense, expect­

ing adventure, and received it, and brought back 
what he pleased to receptive, uncritical scientists. 
Today exploration is a business in which num­
bers of young scientists have their expenses 
paid for them by a university, a national mu­
seum, a learned society, or a government, and 
look upon adventures as the result of bad plan­
ning. 

Today for the first time in history it is pos­
sible for an explorer to make a business of ex­
ploration and to make money out of it. All pub­
licity agencies are bent on making explorers 
famous and pay them real money as well. The 
news rights of any good story today are worth 
a fortune. 

A fully equipped scientific exploration expedi­
tion costs from $50,000 to $500,000. An explorer 
calls attention to the fact that such an expedition 
must consider problems of equipment, radio, 
press and magazine stories, syndicated features 
or articles, personnel, and legal items, and to 
these details must be added the basic one of 
facing death in the wilderness, and the collection 
and preservation of scientific specimens under 
the most perilous circumstances. 

Exploring involves the hardest kind of physi­
cal exertion and the capacity to endure such 
exertion under stress, both for long periods of 
sustained endeavor and in the trying moments 
of emergency. It frequently happens that the 
explorer's search for facts about the unknown 
may result in a race with time against starva­
tion. 

There are people who have the wanderlust 
and the desire to explore born in them. There 
were recently in N ew York two children, a boy 
three and a girl four years old, who at that time 
had already been in forty-three countries, on 
four continents. At the time they passed through 
New York with their parents they had never 
been ill a day and had never stayed so long as 
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a month in anyone place. These little folks can 
travel by themselves and can prepare food for 
themselves. They are familiar with camel meat, 
shark meat and buffalo milk. At the time they 
passed through New York they were on their 
way as part of an expedition to thQ South Sea 
Islands. 

A German woman, the daughter of a Berlin 
engineer, while yet a child participated in an 
exploration expedition to Africa, and although 
she is now married and has a family she still 
feels that she must go again. 

At the present time expeditions are in prep­
aration to visit a dozen or more little-known 
corners of the world. There is no trouble finding 
people who would be glad to go along. The 
trouble is in picking out the right ones to take 
and the right ones to leave at home. 

The use of the airplane and the dirigible has 
changed the entire business of exploration, and 
it is bound to continue until the remotest sections 
of the earth are surveyed and charted and until 
no land longer remains veiled in mystery. 

So recently as the year 1800 western and 
northern Canada were unknown; the western 
part of the United States was unexplored j al­
most nothing was known of South America; 
Japan was still a closed land; Australia (then 
called New Holland) had but 2,000 inhabitants 
who knew nothing of the country back from the 
coast; little was known of the northern and cen­
tral parts of Asia; and so little was known about 
Africa that it could well be called the ''Dark Con­
tinent" in every sense of the word. 

There is, of course, no need for anybody to 
go on tours of exploration to Europe, and yet 
something is always coming to light in even the 
oldest settled countries. Thus, it was not until 
the summer of 1931 that it was discovered that 
there is a geyser in Switzerland. This geyser 
erupts regularly every fifteen minutes, shooting 
a stream of water thirty feet into the air. There 
it has been working away faithfully in that little 
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country for thousands of years completely hid­
den away from the eyes of man until recently. 
One would have supposed such a thing quite im­
possible. 

Discoveries in North America 
Very little is known of Greenland, and much 

of northern Canada and Alaska yet remains to 
be photographed from the air; but this work is 
being rapidly done, and it will not be long be­
fore it is completed. 

In the airplane photography of Canada and 
Alaska there is practically no danger of a man's 
being lost in the bush or starving, as the planes 
are always sent out in pairs. The different bases 
know each day where every plane is operating 
and where every man may be picked up. 

It seems hard to realize that nothing was 
known of the Yellowstone National Park until 
after the Civil War; yet such is the truth. On 
September 14, 1867, the Montana Post contained 
the following announcement of the discovery of 
a region some knowledge of which is now in al­
most every home in the land: 

An exploring party, which has been to the head­
waters of the Yellowstone river, has just returned and 
reports seeing one of the greatest wonders of the 
world. For eight days they traveled through a volcanic 
country, emitting blue flame and living streams of 
molten brimstone. The hollow ground resounded be­
neath their feet as they traveled, and every move­
ment seemed to break through. Not a living thing was 
seen in the vicinity. 'I'he explorers gave it the signifi­
cant appellation of "hell". 

If we were to think of exploration of North 
America we should think of it as it appears to 
the uncivilized natives of other lands. Two 
Uganda boys were brought over from Central 
Africa by Martin Johnson to care for three 
gorillas and two young chimpanzees. When they 
saw the auto traffic on Fifth Avenue, their 
opinion was that all these people must be crazy. 
They were familiar with autos, having seen 
something of them in Africa; they could not 
understand how the colored people of Harlem 
could be rich enough to own their own autos. In 
Uganda, black boys earn $4.00 a month. 

These two African boys were soon adopted 
by the Harlemites, several hundred of whom 
paid 50c apiece to hear the language of their 
ancestors. Each time the Uganda boy lectured 
he received a crisp one dollar note and a pair of 
knickerbockers. In all, he lectured eight times 
and got $8.00 and eight pairs of knickerbockers. 

His manager cleared several thousand dollars. 
When these Uganda boys first came to New 

York they had a wonderful time playing with 
the electric lights, turning them on and off as 
fast as they could, but within three weeks' time 
they wanted $5.00 a day for an eight-hour day, 
wanted to sleep in a big hotel down town, wanted 
an auto to ride in, and all the ice cream they 
could eat, and wanted plenty of bright clothes 
and shiny shoes. When these lads return to Cen­
tral Africa it is going to be hard to get back to 
the conditions under which they live there, but 
they will have something to talk about for the 
rest of their lives. They have been explorers in 
a foreign land. 

There is some exploratory work yet to be done 
in parts of Mexico and Central America. It is 
said that in the island of Dominica, in the West 
Indies, although the island is only tllirty miles 
long and sixteen miles wide, there are birds and 
other forms of life which have not been found 
elsewhere. A moth with a wing spread of nine 
inches was recently brought back by an expedi­
tion to Honduras. 

Exploration in South America 
As late as 1850 very little was known about 

South America, and there still is a great deal 
of the continent that remains unexplored. In 
]850 Dutch Guiana was called Surinam, and the 
northwest corner of the continent was Terra 
Firma or Castile del Oro. In that period the 
South American Chimborazo, 20,000 feet high, 
was thought to be higher than any other moun­
tain in the world. At that time there were stories 
of Amazonian women, of Indians with heads un­
der their arms, and of cities of gold; but none of 
these have ever been found. 

There are many difficulties in the way of South 
American exploration: Boa constrictors able to 
kill an ox as readily as man; ants that can de­
stroy life of any kind that comes within their 
reach; malignant malaria which kills within a 
few hours, and natives who are afraid of white 
men with their rifles and drive them back with 
poisoned arrows. In the jungles of Brazil there 
is a ferocious fish, the river piraya, which at­
tacks men and beasts, if by accident they are 
thrown into the water. A shoal of pirayas has 
been known to attack and consume a full-sized 
ox in twenty-five minutes. 

One group of scientists made six separate at­
tempts to locate the source of the Orinoco river 
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in Yenezuela and finally succeeded. Dr. Herbert 
Spencer Dickey, who directed each of these ex­
peditions, states that his last trip was the hard­
e~t journey ever made in more than thirty years 
of experience of tropical rivers and jungle trails, 
and that the worst part of it was the food. 

South American explorers are urged to carry 
the lightest luggage possible for travel and scien­
tific ,York, very light but strong tents, folding 
canoes of canvas, light sporting rifles, depend­
able flashlights, folding camp beds, finely woven 
mosquito nets, flannel shirts, woolen socks, caval­
ry boots, and loose-fitting clothes made of kha­
ki. The food supplies recommended are com­
pressed tablets of strong concentration and of 
as many varieties as it is possible to obtain. Can­
dy, hard bread, tea and coffee are also recom­
lllended. 

Explorers in Brazil say that the greatest care 
must be exercised in the selection of carriers, 
canoemen and muleteers. Mistakes in the 
choosing of these men often result in the failure 
of an expedition through the 'camaradas" 
abandoning their job. 

Five-sevenths of the world is yet unmapped, 
and probably there is at least this propor­
tion of South America yet to be visited and 
charted. It has only recently been discovered 
that the headwaters of the Amazon are linked 
with the headwaters of the Plata river. This 
discovery confirms a long-standing hypothesis 
of geographers who have noted the identical 
fishes and animals in both rivers and river 
basins. 

More than 2,000 miles off the Chilean coast 
lies one of the most curious pieces of real estate 
in the world, Easter Island, one of the most iso­
lated inhabited spots on the earth, and one of 
the least accessible. Only a few explorers have 
ever visited this place, a fragment of volcanic 
land of 45 square miles in area. This island con­
tains 2GO enormous tombs, some of them 300 feet 
long and 15 feet high, topped by terraces that in 
some cases measure 100 feet in \yidth. Face 
down, more than 600 colossal stone busts lie 
scattered on the island. These colossal tombs 
and overturned statues suggest to our mind the 
"'ork of demons, perhaps dating from before 
the flood and possibly overthrown at the time of 
the flood. 

Far to the north of ICaster Island, but nearer 
the South American shore, are the Galapagos 
Islands, where are to be found giant turtles and 
other forms of life not found elsewhere on the 

globe. It is said that the going on the Galapagos 
is the worst in the world. There is vegetation 
everywhere except on the later lava flows, but 
it is all rooted amid rocks and boulders and 
ridges, and the thorn bush is dominant. 

A German scientist and his wife, the last we 
knew, had been living on one of the Galapagos 
Islands for about a year. The ship which left 
the couple promised to return and get them in 
five months, but never came back. 

Exploration in Asia 
An explorer who has returned from Siberia 

tells of some of the peculiar problems one is un­
expectedly called upon to solve. Suppose in your 
travels you happen to meet a large, shaggy bear, 
one able to make away with a dozen men as well 
as one. There are just hvo things you can do. 
You can either shoot to kill him or you can peel 
off all your clothes and start to dance; and the 
better you dance the safer you are. The bear be­
comes puzzled by the sudden disappearance of 
the dark clothes and the equally sudden appear­
ance of a white figure, all arms and whirling 
legs, and beats a hasty retreat. 

This explorer was interested in the strange 
life of the tundra frog. From September to June, 
if one picks up one of these frogs and drops him 
on a hard surface he breaks into' bits as though 
he were made of China; yet during July and 
August he lives the happy life of any normal 
frog. 

Every summer the birds sweep into Siberia 
in great profusion; but they stay only a few 
,veeks. By the end of July they gather for their 
southward flight, and on their way south fre­
quently break down the telegraph wires by 
perching upon them in such great numbers that 
the wires are unable to bear the load. 

There have recently been several expeditions 
into the interior of China. On one of these the 
party ran out of sugar, but finally found some 
traders who had some. Roy Andrews, the ex­
plorer, said of this sugar incident: ''\Ve were 
willing to pay any price for it. Then it was 
divided up into little mounds and each man drew 
lots so that no one would get a larger mound ex­
cept by luck. Each one was allowed to eat his 
sugar as he pleased. He could gobble it all at 
once or save it and eat it little by little. One of 
the party thought to save the delicious flavor 
by mixing it with water, and the water drew 
every kind of bug in China and Siberia to his 
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party. However, it was too good to waste; so 
he just closed his eyes whIle he drank:' 

On a more recent trip to the interior of China, 
::Ur. Andre\vs and his friends found it difficult 
to get their specimens out of the country. Their 
work was interrupted by a Chinese organization, 
The Society for the Preservation of Cultural 
Objects. Noone can blame the Chinese for 
wanting to keep in their country the relics of 
by-gone ages which are to be found there. No 
country desires to have its antiquities carted off 
to other lands. 

Recent explorers in China express surprise 
at frequently finding cities of ]5,000 or more 
popUlation where no white man has ever been 
seen. Many of these cities have no roads or 
trails where a horse could walk; all their sup­
plies are brought in on the ba('ks of coolies. 

Early in the year] 931 Bertram Thomas, news­
paper man, surprised the world by crossing the 
Arabian Desert, a land one and one-half times 
as large as France, and particularly difficult to 
enter or to travel through because mountains 
rim it in on the east and south, and deserts on 
the north and west. Moreover, all around the 
outer rim of the desert area are tribes that are 
independent of control, that guard their few 
wells and water holes jealously and look upon 
travelers from the outside world as meddlesome 
and trespassers meriting death. 

At the time Mr. Thomas crossed this desert 
it was believed by the natives to be the home of 
spirits; amI that part of their belief is correct. 
Its drifting sands were also supposed to hide 
the ruins of uld cities; and some such ruins were 
found. They also held the belief that there were 
oases in the interior where strange tribes lived 
and great quicksands would swallow up the un­
wary traveler. But Mr. Thomas found neither 
the oases nor the strange tribes, nor the quiok­
sands. 

The Field Museum Syrian Desert Expedition, 
of Chicago, believes that it has found in Mt. Ho­
reb the rock which supplied the thirsty Israelites 
with water. They said that a steady creek of cool 
liquid fio-ws from the rock and forms the "\Vady 
Musa, or Stream of Moses. 

Exploration in Africa 
In the year 1800, except for a small settlement 

at Cape Town and the Nile valley, the whole in­
terior of Africa was unknown. As late as 1850 
maps showed mountain ranges extending across 
Africa where the Congo Basin actually Jies. 

Most of Africa was explored within the memory 
of men now living. The great explorer Henry 
M. Stanley has been dead twenty-seven years. 

A New York woman, ~Irs. Delia J. Akeley, 
has spent months at a time living in the Belgian 
Congo among the pigmy tribes that 80 interested 
Mr. Stanley. Mrs. Akeley says that a good pig­
my wife can be obtained for a good sharp knife, 
while others not so comely lllay be bought for 
salt or other trifles. Cannibalism is still prac­
ticed, and friends of those who have recently 
died sleep on their graves so that their neigh­
bors will not dig them up and eat them. 

Mrs. Akeley says that the pigmies are a very 
clean race and bathe regularly. They are very 
fond of salt, toy balloons, tobacco and soap. She 
says that in any village these little people are 
the size of normal ten-year-old children. 'l'l!ey 
are difficult to locate, and disappear quickly if 
an intruder approaches. Their language com­
prises hardly more than 300 words. 

The big game that made exploration in Africa 
so dangerous even twenty-five years ago is 
rapidly passing away. The elephant herds are 
bE'ing reducE'd in numbers, and it seems that most 
of the largest elephants have been already slain. 
It takes the fun out of being an elephant when 
they come after you with a high-powered truck 
and a big gun. 

Elephant hunters say that ten years ago 100-
pound tusks could be ohtained. Five years ago 
a hunter was fortunate to get an SO-pound tusk. 
Today he is glad to get a 50-pound tusk. 

Although an elephant cannot see clearly more 
than 75 feet away, his senses of hearing and 
smell are so acute that he can locate impendillg 
danger at a distance upward of 300 feet. An 
astonishing thing about elephants is that they 
can go through the densest foliage and under­
growth without making the slightest sound. 

It is not now believed that elephants live to 
be hundreds of years of age as was formerly 
thought to be the case. Their age is evidently 
about that of man, and when an elephant gets 
to be eighty or ninety years old he has about 
reached his span. 

A traveler tells of how the blacks in Africa 
use the demons to help them in their hunting 
expeditions. He says: "While I was on this 
spear-hunting safari we followed several herds 
into waterless country in the Bahr-el-Ghazai 
district of the Sudan, where the elephants usual­
ly trek to water only every third or fourth night. 
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·When they do, nothing will stop them. ·We fol­
lowed this particular herd all day, and at night 
I was ready to give up. I made camp and stopped. 
Baballa, a young hard-bitten Mandala hunter, 
who was said to be something of a magician, then 
came to me and said he thought he could 'bind' 
the herd with his magic rope. These 'magic ropes' 
are not uncommon in Africa. They are usually 
about a yard long and made of Dompalm fiber. 
Baballa sat down with the rope in his hands and 
went through the motions of tying his arms, 
legs, ankles and neck, muttering incantations as 
he did so. His muscles became taut, and he re­
lapsed into a semi-trance. He sat so for a few 
minutes, and then suddenly relaxed, grunted 
'That is good' and rose to his feet. Next morn­
ing we ran into the elephants only half a mile 
from camp and killed one! They were almost 
stationary. By all reckonings they should have 
been miles away." 

Martin Johnson, famous big game hunter, re­
ports having come at one time upon a group of 
not less than 25,000 crocodiles, some 35 feet in 
length, massed one on top of another along a 
river bank and extending for over a mile. They 
had congregated at this spot to eat fish, which 
were here in great profusion. 

Johnson was pleased to find at Miami the 
iuentical flowers and fruits which were raised 
on his farm at Paradise Lake in the heart of 
Africa. He thinks the world is becoming less 
heautiful because the ",,'orks of man so mar the 
landscape. 

Johnson warns against walking far from camp 
at night in the lion country without a gun and a 
powerful flashlight. Lions always growl before 
attacking. An experienced hunter upon hearing 
the growl can spot the lion with his light at a 
distance of 300 or 400 feet. The lion is halted 
by the sudden glare and the hunter has a chance 
to shoot. Many have been mauled to death 
through failure to heed this advice. 

An African explorer told of having seen eleven 
persons within a period of SL,{ weeks who had 
been maimed by leopards. The leopard is con­
sidered one of the most dangerous animals in 
the African jungle because of his marvelous 
body, his intelligence and his courage. 

Explorers in Africa have to go prepared to 
withstand great changes of temperature. In the 
desert regions in the daytime the temperature 
is lOO°F., while at night it drops below the 
freezing point. One explorer states that he suf-

fered more from cold than from heat while 
traveling over high elevations. 

It is not so haru as you may think to keep the 
path across the trackless desert. The markers 
along the way are the skeletons of the camels 
that have had to give up the fight. Sometimes 
there are more than 200 skeletons to the mile. 

The airplane and the auto are being greatly 
used in the exploration of Africa. Strange as it 
may seem, Africa has been crossed at least twice, 
once from west to east and once from east to 
west, in auto trucks. The trip each time took 
about a year. One would think that the load must 
have consisted principally of gasoline, and the 
supply would have to be renewed every time a 
trade route was crossed. The survey of Rhode­
sia by airplane has just been completed. 

Some explorers give their attention almost 
entirely to obtaining specimens of the animals 
peculiar to the country or locality visited. One 
expedition which went to South Africa brought 
back a herd of sable antelope to Philadelphia. 
\Vhen the antelope were brought back, bits of 
landscape were also dismounted and packed up 
with infinite attention to detail. Leaves of trees 
and bushes were carefully stripped off and 
packed. Acacia trees were felled, sawed into sec­
tions, which were numbered, and the parts were 
shipped to be reconstructed later. The bush on 
which the sable feeds was uprooted and, ·with 
other native plants and flowers, packed in ex­
celsior. Grass and stone and even some of the 
soil itself were taken, so that the sable antelope's 
background in its Philadelphia setting might be 
absolutely truthful. Photographs and sketches 
which include tropical sky and cloud effects, will 
be of help in reassembling this bit of Africa in 
America. 

Exploration in Australasia 
Besides exploring in Africa, the Martin .J ohn­

sons have been in the South Sea Islands among 
the head hunters and cannibals. The New York 
Times tells us of one of their experiences. It 
says: 

They found the real cannibals on the island of Male­
kula, and they came near to being eaten by them in 
one of the feasts they had come to picture. The John­
sons had already seen the rites of the cannibals under 
the ehief Nagapate. They saw the head·hunters going 
about their careful and intricate art of smoking and 
preserving their grisly trophies. Then Nagapate de­
cided to detain them. When they resisted, he had them 
captured in the darkness. The Johnsons were separated. 
What would have happened next if Nagapate's in-



200 The GOLDEN AGE BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

tentions had been carried out was not revealed, be­
cause just as the savages had got their captives to the 
ceremonial ring at the top of a hill, one of the things 
that can believably happen only in melodrama oc­
curred. Far below the hill, but in plain sight of the can­
nibals and the Johnsons on the hill, the British patrol 
boat Euphrosyne, on its regular tour of inspection, 
steamed into the harbor and lowered a boat. The sav­
ages thought it had come to the rescue. The Johnsons 
encouraged the idea. Nagapate's men were confused. 
They allowed the Johnsons to start down the hill. When 
they were half way down they saw the Euphrosyne 
starting to put to sea again. The savages saw that, too. 
Then they heard the conch-shell signals of the savages 
who were trying to intercept them. But by running 
at full speed through the cane that tore their faces 
the Johnsons managed to get to their own boat in time 
to beat the cannibals. 

There are pigmies in the heart of New Guinea, 
as in the heart of Central Africa. These pigmies 
trembled in awe when a match was struck and 
when a reading lens was used to bring the sun's 
rays into a heap of dried leaves; but the little 
brown pigmies did something the full-sized white 
man could not do. They sawed fire out of a piece 
of wood with a strip of flexible bamboo. 

Throughout that part of the world fire is also 
made with a popgun, technically called a "fire 
syringe". This instrument consists of a wooden 
tube, with a short plunger fitting tightly in the 
bore of the gun, and a wad of tinder packed in 
the lower end of the tube. To produce fire the 
native draws the plunger out and then drives 
it home smartly. The heat produced by the com­
pression of the air ignites the tinder. 

There are still some cannibals in Australia. 
Sir Hubert Wilkins gained the confidence of 
some of these. Some of their rules were that only 
young men may eat babies; the flesh of young 
girls is eaten only by the old men of the tribe; 

women are not allowed to eat young boys; but 
anybody may eat grown-up men or women. This 
cannibalism persists among those who have some 
vague knowledge of "Christianity". Sir Hubert 
'Vilkins told of a wife stealer who was put to 
death and then eaten. The reason given was: 
"Now that he is dead and his spirit gone to 
Jesus, it is not likely it will return to harm us; 
so why should we waste such fine, fat meat 1" 

During the year 1930 there was an explora­
tion into Dutch Borneo. Head-hunting is for­
bidden by the colonial government; but the 
Dyaks believe their departed kin will need slaves 
in the abode of death, so they do not think it out 
of order to decapitate a servant. Heads are con­
sidered valuable, too, to ward off sickness, fam­
ine and disaster. 

The explorers in Borneo found the humidity 
in the jungle very great. This made photography 
difficult, and the ordinary tasks of travel were 
trying. They were often troubled by leeches, 
which seemed to be everywhere. These found a 
way of getting through the eyelets of shoes, and 
it was not unusual at uight to find a dozen or 
more of them bunched together like a ball of 
snakes. 

In one place the expedition ,,'as in a huge mo­
rass for two days. The first night they had to re­
main standing, as there was no dry spot avail­
able to make camp. Often the men sank to their 
knees and over their heads in water and there 
was constant danger from crocodiles. 

The assaults upon the Antarctic continent con­
tinue, but work there is done only at tremendous 
risks, often accompanied by great physical suf­
fering. Nevertheless the Byrd Expedition has 
sllOwn how the land may be mapped, and with­
out a doubt the work will be done in due time. 

A Strong Denunciation of Hollywood 

J A. R. CAIRNS, magistrate of the Southwest­
• ern Police Court of London, in an interview 

gave expression to the following severe criti­
cisms of the American enterprise centered at 
Hollywood, California. He said: "Film produc­
ers are fouling civilization. They exhibit human 
love as something disgusting, nauseating and 
revolting, and after they have debauched the 
youthful minds onr criminal courts and hospi-

tals are left to clear up the litter, while money­
bugs clear off with the moneybags. Constantly 
in my court here I see girl-mothers faced by 
lads challenging their obligations of paternity. 
I do not hesitate to say that Hollywood is earn­
ing a distinction second only to Gomorrah. I 
can respect misguided enthusiasm and honest 
error, but here are men deliberately exploiting 
every human frailty for cash." 



In Black and White 

Farmers' Incomes Lowest Since the War 

THE Standard Statistics Company estimates 
that the gross income of American farmers 

for 1931 will be about $7,000,000,000, which is a 
drop of more than $2,000,000,000 from the low 
figures of last year, and makes 1931 their worst 
year since the ·war. 

Paints Used by the Old Masters 

I T IS claimed that the secret of mixing paints 
possessed by the old landscape and portrait 

artists has been rediscovered after having been 
lost for two centuries. The essential fact is that 
the paint is unusable commercially, but must be 
made fresh by the artist as used. 

School Hiking Obligatory in Austria 

I N THE secondary schools of Austria five days 
in the year are set apart as obligatory days 

for hiking trips .. As in Germany, there are hos­
tels in.every city where a bed without white linen 
can be had for 4c; with linen, 12c. ~'ood can be 
had at cost, but the travelers must bring their 
own plates and knives and forks. 

Free Apples and Pears in Germany 

GERMANY had such a bumper crop of apples 
and pears in 1931, and there was such a 

poor market for them, that in some places signs 
were erected, "Help yourself to fruit, but take 
care not to damage the trees." God can certainly 
not he blamed for the chaos which now reigns 
in all parts of Satan's empire. 

A Vest Pocket Cracker 

A VEST pocket cracker, composed of wheat 
and milk, has been developed at Ohio State 

University. Two or three of these, it is claimed, 
contain all the elements needed by a full-grown 
man. ~rhey would have some use, no doubt, as 
aids to the diet of travelers in desert places, or 
for explorers. 

Toronto Revivalist Thinks Baal Is Deaf 

REV. FRANK HALLEY, Toronto revivalist, is 
evidently quite convinced that Baal is deaf. 

Becoming satisfied that more and probably 
louder prayers were necessary, he threatened 
to throw his wife out of the window because she 
was not praying often enough to suit him. She 
got afraid and swore out a warrant for his ar­
rest. Seems too bad that Baal should have got 
Halley-into all this trouble. 

Where State Church Still Exists 

CHURCH and state were separated in Mexico 
in 1859; in Brazil, in 1899; in "B'rance, in 

1905; in Portugal, in 1911; in Russia, in 1918; 
in Chile, in 1925. r:rhe union still exists in Belgi­
um, Irish Free State, Italy, Poland, Bolivia, 
Columbia, Venezu('la, Argentina, Peru and Para­
guay. 

Brazil Getting Rid of Its Coffee 

BRAZIL has given up its plan of dumping its 
surplus coffee into the ocean. That method 

was found too expensive and too slow. The new 
method is to burn the surplus, and 7,000,000 bags 
have been purchased to that end, with something 
like half the total already burned. It is hoped to 
burn nearly 17,000,000 bags, all together. 

Landing Troops on Foreign SoU 

I N THE past 115 years Uncle Sam has landed 
troops upon foreign soil on more than one 

hundred occasions. Usually such landing of 
troops by a great power is regarded merely as 
intervention. Theoretically it is done only to pro­
tect foreigners from local disorders; actually 
it has often been done to protect investments, 
as in Hayti and Nicaragua. 

Artificial Hay-Drier 

SOME advantages are claimed for an artificial 
hay-drier. The hay is chopped fine and drawn 

by suction through a revolving cylinder charged 
with hot air. The dried hay can be stored in­
definitely without sweating, fermenting or dis­
coloring. The crop as a whole is higher in protein 
and fat values and lower in fiber content than 
sun-dried hay and is preferred by the cattle. It 
retains its natural green color. 

Liberty of Conscience in Spain 

ARTICLE XXV of the new Spanish Consti­
tution guarantees liberty of conRcience and 

the right to practice any religion compatible 
with public morals. The anticlerical spirit now 
exists everywhere throughout Spain. It has been 
decided to expel from Spain and to seize the prop­
erty of all religious orders which take a vow of 
obedience directly to the pope. The country will 
have no senate; parliament will consist of a single 
chamber. On the vote ending the age-long union 
of the Spanish state and the Catholic church the 
Assembly voted 287 to 41 that "no official state 
religion exists", 
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Only One Element Undisc vered 

OF THE ninety-two elff'nents which chemists 
are agreed compose all matter, only one now 

remains undiscovered. The ninety-first one, an 
insoluble solid, is found in samarskite, and is so 
rare that it is calculated it would take two mil­
lion pounds of this rare ore to produce one 
pound of the newly discovered element. Dr. Pa­
pish, of Cornell University, was the discoverer. 

The World's Fastest Train 

THE world's fastest train, the "Cheltenham 
Flyer", on the Great 'Western Railway, is 

supposed to do the 77% miles from Swindon to 
Paddington in 67 minutes, but on her first run 
on the new schedule the train made the journey 
in 59 minutes and 30 seconds, or 71;2 minutes 
under her own extremely fast schedule. On this 
occasion the entire trip was made at the rate of 
78 miles an hour, some of it at a speed of 85 
miles. 

Compressed Air Auto Propulsion 

A LOS ANGELES inventor has devised an 
automobile operating on compressed air. 

Before starting, the compressed-air tank is filled 
to about 500 pounds pressure. As the air goes 
through the engine most of it is recaptured and 
recompressed. The compressed air is heated by 
electricity from batteries and a generator, and 
as expanding the air in the tank doubles the air 
power, and the escape of used air is slight, it 
is believed the invention has a good future. No 
fuel is used. 

Should Turn to Christ Our King 

THOSE were courageous words of Cardinal 
Hayes, that "in the crisis that confronts us 

we should turn, with greatest confidence, to the 
headship of the human race, namely, to Christ 
our King". To do that would mean the end of 
every government that is bolstered up by battle­
ships, machine guns, flame throwers and poison 
gas; the end of every crooked system for goug­
ing the common people financially; the end of 
medical tyranny; and the end of every religious 
system, including his own, which dishonors God 
by falsely accusing Him of planning to torture 
any of His creatures, either temporarily or per­
manently. Judge Rutherford's little 10c book on 
"Hell" gives the straight of it to anybody who 
really cares to know what the Scriptures teach 
on this subject. 

The Dictatorship in Germany 

FEAR of communism has brought about the 
establishment of a dictatorship in Germany. 

Censorship of mail, press, telephone and tele­
graph messages is provided. Restaurants and 
other popular gathering places of enemies of the 
government may be closed at will. Homes sus­
pected of being the meeting place of either com­
munists or fascists may be entered without the 
formality of a search warrant. The new rules 
occupy a book of 100 pages. 

Duprene, the New Synthetic Rubber 
D UPRENE, the new synthetic rubber, is more 

resistant than natural rubber to the swelling 
action of gasoline and other chemicals that at­
tack rubber. It can be vulcanized by the applica­
tion of heat alone. The new rubber is made of 
coal, limestone, salt and water and gives the 
same type of X-ray diagram as natural rubber. 
The Du Pont Company is building a plant at 
Deepwater Point, N. J., for the manufacture of 
this rubber on a commercial scale. 

The Mule VS. the Man 

CONTRACTS of the State of Minnesota for 
the construction of highways specify the 

48-hour week, but on the ground that 75 hours 
a week is the most profitable weekly working 
time for a mule, a Minnesota judge granted an 
injunction restraining the state from enforcing 
the clause. In a day when there is so little work 
to be had, and so great need that days should be 
short, so that as many men as possible may find 
work, it seems too bad that the judge had his 
eye on the mule. 

Seven Big Corporations 

SEVEN of the great corporations of the United 
States are the Anaconda Copper Company, 

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, Bethlehem Steel 
Company, General Electric Company, Interna­
tional Harvester Company, Montgomery Ward 
& Company and Goodyear Tire & Rubber Com­
pany. There was a time in the year 1929 when the 
average price of the stocks of these seven com­
panies was $140. Then came the crash and the 
average price of the stocks fell to $67. But at 
the close of business October 3, 1931, the aver­
age price of the stocks of the same seven com­
panies was only $22.50, only one-third as much 
as the lowest reached in the time of the 1929 
pamc. 
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Ireland's Drastic Safety Act 

FRIGHTENED by the spread of communism 
and acts of terrorism by other revolutionary 

agencies, Ireland has passed a law denouncing 
twelve organizations as illegal and placing acts 
of terrorists under military law. Any three mem­
bers of the military court can inflict the death 
penalty or life sentences and there is no appeal, 
but the government may modify or rescind sen­
tences. The passage of the law has created a pro­
found impression. Nervousness and apprehen­
sion are everywhere, and trouble is noticeable 
in many faces. 

Opium Conference lJ-!oves to Siam 

BgCAUSF~ there were too many publicity men 
at Geneva, and because they asked too many 

embarrassing questions from a band of men 
who have no intention whatever of cutting 
clown their opiulll profits, the opium conference 
has moved all the way around the world to 
Bangkok, Siam. The old gang from Geneva, the 
ones that n'ally want to profit from the trade, 
are now at Bangkok, and nobody who knows any­
thing about their past deliberations has any idea 
that thcy will do anything to lessen the dope 
curse now resting UpOll so great a portion of the 
world. 

The Medical Trust in Iowa 

MOST of our readers know that N on11an 
Baker's great radio station K'l'NT at ~lus­

catine, Iowa, was finally ruled off the air, sup­
posedly because of antagonism to it by the Medi­
cal Trust; but \Ye chanced only now to learn of 
Romething which preceded that event, and as it 
Reems to hook up very well with what followed, 
we let our readers see it. This is part of a letter 
11y Mr. Baker, sent ont by him in :May, 1930. It 
tells its own story: 

I suppose you heard of the attempt to dynamite 
Radio Station KTNT, and the attempt which was 
made upon Mr. Bakel' 's life by gunmen for his activi­
ties against the Medical Trust. Friday, April 10, about 
1: 20 a.m. three gunmen were detpctcd lying in wait 
outside the Baker Institute, and one of them was shot 
and carried away by his comrades to an automobile 
standing- in the alley. Telephone wires were cut at 
one of our buildings in an effort to stop any call for 
protection, when they attempted to dynamite the 
station about 5 o'clock that same mornin~. About 
2 o'clock Sunday morning two bombs were thrown at 
the transmitter room of KTNT radio station in an at­
tempt to put the station out of business. 

Cattle Stampede in the Caribbean 

A CATTLE stampede on land is bad enough, 
but a vessel plying the Caribbean seas re­

cently had the terrible experience of a cattle 
stampede on shipboard. The ship struck bad 
weather, the fences and pens began to break, 
the cattle became mad and frightened, and in the 
pandemonium that ensued all but twenty out of 
a cargo of one thousand were either killed out­
right or so badly injured that no use could be 
made of them. Many fell overboard and were 
slain by sharks. It was with greatest difficulty 
that the ship could be kept from sinking. 

In Too Big a Hurry 

FOUR times a man in Los Angeles presented 
himself at the Georgia Street Receiving 

Hospital, stating that he had heen beaten and 
robbed and that he was suffering from severe 
pains in the head. Three of these times he was 
given a hurried examination and put back into 
the street. The fourth time he was sent to the 
General Hospital, where he was found to have 
a fractured skull, and where he died fourteen 
days after his injury. Looks as if somebody had 
been in too big a hurry in the first three examina­
tions. 

Secretary Stimson Overrides the Senate 

O~ 'l'HE floor of the United States Senate, 
and at the polls, the American people have 

said that thev want nothing to do with the League 
of N atiolls, ;·et Secretary of State Stimson, hy 
executive ac·tion, disregarded and overrode this 
deliberately expressed mandate of the nation 
and aroused Japan's resentment by sending to 
Geneva an "unofficial observer" to cooperate with 
the League in its actions in respect to the 
Chinese-.Japanese troubles in :Manchuria. Uncle 
Sam has trouble, and only troublf>, to expect 
from entanglements of this kind. The United 
States has absolutely no right to have a repre­
sentative at the table of the Council of the 
League of Xations until the United States Sen­
ate has given its consent. The position is well 
taken that if the United States is to join with 
the League of N atio11s in giving orders to Japan 
to keep out of Manchuria, it may not be long be­
fore Japan and the League of Nations will be 
giving orders to the United States to keep out of 
Hayti and Nicaragua; and that is something Big 
Business might not like at all. 
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An Interview with Cannibals 

DR. LEE S. CRANDALL, of the New York Zoolog­
ical Garden, is back from a visit to New 

Guinea, where he had an interview with canni­
bals. His party was without food; they had to 
have it; the only place to get it was in a cannibal 
village, a completely enclosed place of twenty 
houses, arranged side by side around an oval 
space in the interior. Against the advice of his 
native guides Doctor Crandall climbed the tall 
three-barred entrance barrier and descended 
inside the village. Gifts broke the ice and 
won food and friendship. "Give and it shall be 
given you, good measure, pressed down, heaped 
together and running over shall men give into 
your bosom." 

Luebeck's Wonderful School 

L UEBECK, Germany, has a wonderful school. 
Every class room receives sunlight the 

whole day long; there are no dark corridors; 
there are flower pots in every window; there is 
a tiled wash basin in every class room; there is 
a gymnasium with shower and foot baths which 
is open before and after school hours; there is 
an assembly room with stage; there is a kitchen 
where warmed milk is provided; and one room 
provides a planetarium where single stars or a 
representation of the entire heavens may be 
studied at the will of the teacher. In addition to 
the playyard there are covered balconies where 
the children may play in wet weather. 

"The Church in the Modern World" 

A 
BOOK bearing this title, and for sale by 
the Baptist Book Store of Louisville, Ken­

tucky; contains the following passage which 
shows the complete confusion of mind as to what 
was accomplished at Calvary nineteen hundred 
years ago. In the new book, which is by G. Stan­
ley Russell, the doctrine of the Ransom, one of 
the most important doctrines of the Christian, 
is completely repudiated in these words: 

The Great War in which, by the huge crucifixion of 
Christ in a myriad lives for and by sin, the world has 
been shamed and raised into new and loftier thought 
and action, into a most determined effort to renotmce 
the barbarism of war and erect the foundations of 
civilization on peace, into a fresh sense of its unity 
with God and itself, is part of Christ's atoning work. 

So the Great 'War is a part of Christ's atoning 
work, is it f And Sherman said that "war is hell" ; 
and the real fighters all say that it is. Rev. Dr. 
G. S. Russell should not write any more books. 

Why Be So Unjust? 

A
T ENGLEWOOD, Colo., a federal agent 
caught a schoolboy with three ounces of 

wine in his possession and was so wrought with 
indignation that he clubbed the boy with his gun, 
fracturing his skull and killing him. Another 
federal agent, at Santa Monica, California, ran 
into President Hoover's brothBr-in-law just at 
an embarrassing moment, when he happened 
to have in his possession a gunnysack contain­
ing nineteen pints of liquor. But instead of frac­
turing his skull he advised him to protect him­
self and the president by giving a false name. 
'Why be so unjust f It tends to undermine all 
respect for law. 

General Smuts on the Next War 

THE next war, says General Smuts, "will pay 
scant attention to armies and navies or to 

the other paraphernalia of war. It will go 
straight for the populations and for the immense 
urban aggregations. It will fight with new un­
heard of chemical and biological weapons. It 
will cover the fair land and the great cities with 
poison and disease germs. There will be no es­
cape, not even for the statesmen and the war 
makers, and a pall of death will rest over all. 
Even now the laboratories of three continents 
are busy with their deadly researches. And in 
due course some lunatic or criminal will press 
the button and the flower of the human race will 
be trapped and destroyed." 

Reverend Andrew Caraker to the Front 
AT BALTIMORE, Md., Armistice Day, No-

vember 11, 1931, at an American Legion 
banquet, Rev. Dr. T. Andrew Caraker stated 
that if Jesus Christ had lived in 1917 He would 
have been the first to volunteer in the American 
army, and the first to wear a gas mask, shoulder 
a rifle and enter the trenches. This shows exactly 
what to do with Rev. Andrew Caraker at the 
outbreak of hostilities. Give him a gas mask 
and head him for the front line trenches. Merely 
as a matter of information we remind Reverend 
Caraker that when greenhorns first put on gas 
masks they sometimes vomit in them, but do not 
dare take them off, as it means death. But we 
do not feel that such involuntary ejection of 
bile from Reverend Caraker's system would do 
him any harm, and hence we are strong for him 
to have first chance. Indeed, he seems to be en­
gaged in mental vomiturition right now; for 
what else could you call his regurgitations f 
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Hebrew Free Loan Society 

THE Hebrew Free Loan Society, Inc. (Gemi­
lath Chasodim), 108 Second Avenue, New 

York, with one branch in Harlem, one in the 
Bronx, and two in Brooklyn, has eight officers 
and twenty-eight directors, all with typically 
Hebrew names. On the Society's letterhead ap­
pears the following printed information: 

The object of this society is to loan money to those 
in need, instead of giving alms, and thus assist respect­
able people whose character and self-respect will not' 
permit them to receive alms, but who will accept a loan 
which they can repay and thus overcome the difficulties 
in their struggle for a means of livelihood. 

Money is loaned in any sums up to five hundred 
dollars to applicants irrespective of nationality, reli­
gion, or race, or expense of any kind, the borrower 
repaying the loan in weekly instalments. 

Our Inconsistent Financiers 

EVER since the World War the so-called great 
financiers of the world have tried to get 

all the principal nations away from paper money 
and over t6 the gold standard. They got what 
they ,vanted. This made everybody want gold; 
and the strongest got it, tne same being Uncle 
Sam and La Belle France. But as soon as they 
got the gold standard in general use England 
found she could not maintain it and had to go 
back to paper. Then the same great financiers 
said that was a good thing. The fact of the 
business is that anything that will enable them 
to hang on to their pile just a little longer is in 
their eyes 'a good thing'. If England were swal­
lowed up in a financial collapse it would draw 
down these prognosticators of America along 
with the rest. The more paper money there is 
issued, the worse it is for the creditor class. It 
is to their interest that there be as little real 
money as possible. That is why they prefer the 
gold standard and dear money. 

Two Hundred Causes of Death 
L IKE everything else, the subject of death 

has been standardized and there are now 
just two hundred ailments from which the physi­
cian may choose in making out the death certifi­
cate. Of infectious and parasitic diseases there 
are 44; of cancers and other tumors, 11 ; of rheu­
matic diseases, nutritional diseases, diseases of 
the endocrine glands and other general diseases, 
14; diseases of the blood and blood-making or­
gans, 8; chronic poisonings and intoxications, 3; 
diseases of the nervous system and of the organs 

of special sense, 12; diseases of the circulatory 
system, 14; diseases of the respiratory system, 
11 ; diseases of the digestive system, 15; diseases 
of the genito-urinary system, 10; diseases of 
pregnancy, childbirth, and the puerperal state, 
14; diseases of the skin and cellular tissue, 3; 
diseases of the bones and organs of locomotion, 
3; congenital malformations, 1; diseases of early 
infancy, 4; senility, 1; violent and accidental 
d('aths, 38. If we would be slain with industrial 
poisons there is a list of 168 from which to 
choose. Of bacterial parasites there are 49; and 
of animal parasites, 41. As it is now, we all have 
to go, and we don't have a great deal of choice 
as to the route. What a wonderful world it will 
be when it is true here on terra firma that "the 
inhabitant shall not say I am sick". 

What the World Might Be 

I N THE magazine Liberty H. G. 'VeIls tells 
what the world might be. He says: "All the 

necessities of the human population, food, abun­
dant transport, clean, fresh, and beautiful 
housing and furniture, adequate health services, 
education, social security, could be supplied now 
under modern conditions by something between 
twelve and twenty years of not too arduous 
work on the part of everyone. The town, the 
countryside, would be undergoing constant re­
vision and improvement: the world city would 
be constantly more gracious and pleasant; the 
world garden, constantly more beautiful. The 
layout of industry could be as exciting as a 
game." And then Mr. Wells tells us why we do 
not have these happy times now, and everybody 
knows he h~lls the plain truth when he says: 

It is no good mincing matters when it comes to say­
ing why we have not this universal well-being at the 
present time. Most of our rulers and directors are, to 
put it plainly, narrow-minded, self-centered, mentally 
indolent, pompom! and pretentious creatures of the 
past; and we others are fools enough to tolerate their 
mismanagement. These ruling and controlling people 
have got enough for themselves, they stick to the con­
trols like barnacles, they live in relative comfort and 
immense dignity, chiefly engaged in the defense of 
their own conceit, and the mass of us lack the spirit, 
will, and understanding to call them to account. A 
thousand million human creatures are leading lives 
of want, humiliation, limitation, and toil; scores of 
millions are in immediate danger of the futile tortures 
of war, and these dull, self-protective folk in control 
of things do nothing of what they might do and pose 
for our respect and admiration with infinite self-com­
placency. 
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Education Compulsory; School Attendance Not 

J UDGE HENRY NEIL, publicist, of East Aurora, 
N. Y., dropped in to see us the other day, 

and let fall the interesting bit of information 
that while education is compUlsory in the United 
States, yet school attendance is not. 

He went on to say that the United States 
Supreme Court had settled this matter in the 
Oregon case, having decided that the parent 
must see to it, either by giving the instruction 
himself or arranging to have it given by others, 
that the child shall not grow to maturity without 
ability to read and write. It is proper for the 
state to provide education for its future citizens, 
but if a parent provides for that education 
otherwise, then he is not obligated to accept the 
state's provision. That seems to settle the educa­
tion end of it. 

Perhaps this information will be of value to 
the anxious parent in. Ohio who wrote us the 
following letter recently: 

About July 20, 1931, Dr. Baldridge, county health 
doctor of Butler county, Ohio, vaccinated the daughter 
(age 5) of Mrs. Roo.! of No. 10 Howman Avenue, New 
Miami, Ohio (about 4 miles from Hamilton). The little 
girl was in perfect health when vaccinated, but never 
got well afterwards. Dr. Harry Deubel, No. 230 Day­
ton St., Hamilton, was their physician. The girl was 
taken to the hospital, where she was doctored ten 
days. Her parents were not informed as to what was 
her disease, until, on the death certificate it was pro­
nounced "Vaccine Eneephalitis". (It was because of 
frequent cases of Vaccine Encephalitis that Holland 
recently abandoned compUlsory vaccination.) The Mr. 
Roof has two other children not expected to live, from 
same disease. Hamilton has ordinance compelling all 
school children to be vaccinated before attending school 
this fall. I have two children to go to school and I in­
tend to resist this ordinance. 

A Surprising Lesson in Dental Ethics 

THE man who claims to have the largest den­
tal business in the world (he has 35 offices 

in the United States) seems not to think highly 
of dental ethics, or medical ethics in general. In 
a book narrating his own experiences he makes 
this statement: 

The object has been the same in each case: to keep 
the common herd out of the professional pasture; to 
perpetuate a system which will keep knowledge, neces­
sary to the well-being of the human race, in the hands 
of the few for the profit of the few; and to make the 
multitude believe that it can never aspire to any such 
heights of wisdom. 

Narrating the efforts which were made by the 

ethical to discipline him for giving dental lec­
tures on the streets, for advertising, for cutting 
prices, and for doing other things displeasing 
to his professional brethren, he sets forth the 
following surprising statement of what some 
dentists once considered ethical treatment of the 
public at the time they were laboring to convert 
an erring colleague from the error of his ways. 

They would send a patient to me and, after I had 
extracted his teeth, they would take him in hand, and, 
under pretense of "rectifying" my "blunders", they 
would put arsenical paste or fibre, saturated with car­
bolic acid, into the tooth socket, and let nature take 
its course. When the inevitable trouble followed, they 
would tell this unfortunate that I had given him blood­
poisoning; he would have to go to the hospital, and 
he should certainly file suit f-or damages against me. 
One peculiarly vicious case I recall was that of a 
Fourth avenue barber, into whose tooth socket one 
of the "ethical" dentists placed arsenical fibre after 
I had treated him. When I saw him later, he had a 
hole in the side of his face into which I could stick 
my fist. Before he died, he visited my family physician 
and laid before him the whole plot. 

WBBR'S New Organ 

THE other day S. H. Toutjian, organ special­
ist, showed us some of the interesting things 

about ·WBBR'S new organ, a very great addi­
tion to the studio. Though the console or key­
board is on the floor of the main studio, yet the 
works of the organ itself are located on the first 
and second floors beneath. The sounds come up 
through gratings in the floor. 

The organ has 730 pipes, all sizes and lengths. 
When one of the pipes is too long to go in the 
place where it is supposed to go, it is just tied 
in a knot so as to take up the surplus length. It 
seems that the sound that emerges from its 
throat is just the same when the pipe is as 
crooked as a ram's horn as it is when it is 
straight as an arrow. 

First is the open diapason tibia clausa, a very 
heavy full-toned flute. It takes 73 pipes to carry 
all the variations of that. Next is the bourdon 
flute, a softer, lighter flute; this one has 85 
pipes. Next comes the viol d'orchestre; it has a 
cutting violin sound and represents the violin, 
the viola and the cello; it has 73 pipes. The vio­
lone, which is the counterpart of the bass violin, 
has 12 pipes. The viol celeste is a softer string 
sound and takes in the cello, viola and violin; it 
has 73 pipes. The clarinet, heavy and light, eight 
feet and four feet, has 61 pipes. The kinura, or 
Turkish oboe, a very sharp, cutting sound, is 
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eight feet and four feet, with 61 pipes. The vox 
humana imitates male hmnan voices and has 73 
pipes. The French trumpet takes in the trom­
bone and rornet and has 73 pipes. The French 
horn, a very heavy reed sound, has 17 pipes. 
The harp and harp celeste have 49 notes, and the 
cathedral chimes have ~O. 'WBBR has the rep­
utation of furnishing the very best high-class 
music that goes out over the radio from any 
station in Kew York. This new organ will add 
to its ability to give the best. 

Scranton Electric Company 

J AMESTOWN, N. Y., has a minimum hill of 
only 70c a month for electricity used in the 

home, or 3%c for the first 50 kilowatt hours. 
After that the rate is less. That J arnestown can 
afford to do this is proved by the fact that the 
municipally owned plant which provides these 
rates is making money; it recently bought out 
its privately owned competitor, after the latter 
had vainly tried by legal methods to force it to 
charge higher rates. Another reason why the 
Jamestown plant can afford to charge but 70c 
for 20 kilowatt hours of electricity is that the 
cost of those units of electricity at three-tenths 
of one cent per kilowatt hour would be but 6c, 
anY'.,:ay. That leaves 64c to go on, and 64c is a 
hig margin on current that costs but 6c at the 
s,yitchboard. But now see the situation in Scran­
ton, the Electric City. Current can be produced 
as cheaply there as anywhere under the sun, yet, 
in the face of these hard times, the Scranton 
~lectric Company first holds up the poor miner 
with a flat charge of $1.00 per month as a "Ready 
to Serve" charge. f},'his is before they give him 
any current at all. Then if he uses 20 kilowatt 
hours he is charged another $1.00 for that, 
making a total of $2.00 for what the .J amestown 
householder is able to get for 70c. No bigger ras­
cality 'Yas ever practiced under the sun than the 
imposition of these so-called "Sf'rvice Charges", 
"Ready to Serve Charges," "Room Charges," 
etc., etc., now commonly laid upon the poor all 
over the country by the infamous Power Trust. 
Under the pretense of lowering rates thf'Y have 
actually increased them to the poor, while lower­
ing them to the rich. If that is not the spirit of 
the Devil, name something that is. If the Scran­
ton Electric Company had any shame at all it 
would stop charging in Scranton three times 
what the same current costs the householder in 
Jamestown. 

New York Temporarily Suspends Vaccination 

TIlE world will usually get out of the way to 
let any man pass who knows where he is 

going, is headed that way, and seems determined 
to continue his course. It gives us peculiar 
pleasure to point out that the Citizens' Medical 
R2ference Bureau of New York is dead set 
against parents' heing forced to have their 
children vaccinated unless they wish it done; 
its face is headed toward medical liberty, and it 
has just achieved a real triumph in the direc­
tion of its efforts. 

In the fall of the year Xew York city had an­
other mild epid€'mic of infantile paralysis. The 
Citizens' Medical Reference Bureau, therefore, 
acting on behalf of the numerous parents that 
share its sentiments and support its work, re­
quested the board of education to suspend vac­
cination requirements, owing to the fact that 
much medical opinion holds it unwise to vacci­
nate against smallpox while infantile paralysis 
is prevalent. 

The board of health thereupon did the right 
thing. Its general medical expert told the district 
superintendents to advise principals to excuse 
children at the first sib"Il of siekness, and added 
that upon the request of a parent a child need 
not present a vaccination certificate for admis­
sion to the schools this fall until the danger 
period is over. He also advised against the re­
moval of tonsils and other minor operations 
during the danger period, on the ground that 
the lowen,d resistance of the child might work 
to its injury if exposed to infantile paralysis in­
fection. 

It seems to us that the board has done just 
the right thing; and now if they will make it 
permanent, and let those who wish to be vacci­
nated he va('einated and those remain unvac­
cinated who do not believe in it, and are willing 
to run the risk of bf'ing unvaccinated, we shall 
be getting somewhere. So long as the ones who 
wish to be "protectf'd" are "protected", why de­
mand that those who do not wish to be "pro­
tected" should be "protected" anyway, even if 
it kills them ~ 

It would be inconsistent for parents who have 
had their children vaccinated to claim that such 
children are exposed to danger by coming in 
contact with those that have not been vaccinated; 
indeed, the purpose of their vaccination is to 
remove that very fear. 



As Men and Monkeys View It By G. H. Dixson (Oregon) 

PERHAPS the following figures from reports 
of the United States Treasurer and bureau 

of statistics may shed some light on at least one 
fruitful cause of our present business depres­
SIon. 

In 1920 incomes of $1,000,000 or more totaled 
$77,078,139. In 1929 they totaled $1,185,135,330. 
In 1920 incomes of $5,000 or less totaled $15,-
274,217,215. In 1929 they totaled $8,282,000,000. 

Thus in the last ten years the many skilled 
workers, small business men and the profession­
al classes, those who usually spend about all 
their income, keeping the money moving in the 
channels of trade, have had their incomes cut 
almost in two, while the super-rich, who were 
already receiving vastly more than they put 
back into the channels of trade, now have fifteen 
times as much income as they had ten years ago, 
and are obliged to hunt "foreign markets" to 
loan their "surplus" because the dear people at 
home have no more gilt-edged security to put up 
for it. 

Our wise statesmen and expert financiers seem 
somewhat addled, according to all their conflict­
ing pronouncements, regarding the cause of and 
cure for our distressed condition. Among the 
numerous causes they assign they would have 
us believe it is because our granaries and banks 
are bulging with a "surplus" of commodities 
and money. Yet we see millioIU3 of our people 
suffering from want. 

We ween there would be no suffering from 
hunger among a tribe of monkeys because nature 
had produced more coconuts than the monkeys 
could consume. But had they been endowed with 
as much intelligence as our efficiency experts, 
and had nature also made all the leaves on the 
trees dollar bills, most of the poor monkeys 
,vould have to go hungry to bed because of an 
overproduction of food and an inflation of the 
currency. 

Oh, would some power the gift 'd gi'e us 
To see ourselves as monkeys see us ! 
From much injustice it would free us, 
And foolish notions. 

What a Confession! 

ON OCTOBER 12 an airplane went up over are full of men-grim, silent, shuffiing men-tramping, 
Sacramento, California, sponsored by the searching men-seeking food, shelter, existence for 

Community Chest of that city, and showered the themselves and their families. Again America and 
city with the usual annual appeal for funds. The those inner things we call" America" are tested. So 
appeal started off with the following extraordi- give without stint this year. 
nary statement of the way in which our national 'VeIl do we remember when that past master 
leaders, the apostles of Big Business, and their of the great American art of windjamming, 
spokesmen, have fulfilled their promises to the 'Yoodrow Wilson, let fall from his pen or his 
boys that went to France, that on their return lips the statement when the Russians first threw 
(if they returned) t.hey should come back to a 
new world, a world in which every man would off the yoke of czardom, that "the way in which 
love his brother and there would be a square we now treat the Russian people will be the acid 
deal for everybody all around. test of our friendship for that great people", 

It would be the time which everybody has been and in no time, because the Russian idea of gov­
looking for, when the common man would get ernment is so different from the way we do 
,,,,hat is coming to him. Big Business, his big things in Sacramento, and everywhere else in 
brother, would step aside and let him have his America, he was one of the first to insist that, 
share: not in the neck; oh, no, Big Business in our holiness, we should not recognize the Bol­
would not do that. But read: sheviks or have anything to do with them. We 

Fourteen years ago our streets were full of marching were too honest and too pious for that. But now 
men-grim, determined men-marching on to the roll the Russians have plenty of work, and we have 
of drums and America's bugled summons to sacrifice. little; they are full of hope, and the most we can 
The patriotism of every man, woman, and child in say for our great and near great statesmen, 
Sacramento was put to the test. Men and women gave 
of their lives and treasure that those inner things we orators, financiers, militarists and others that 
call" America" might be served. Today the drums have made us what we are is that if they are full 
are still, and the bugles silent. Yet again our streets of anything it is mostly prunes. 
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Items from Korea By Our Korean Correspondent 

I N THE second or third century, when it was Japanese name is that the sun never perishes. 
a custom for the priests to pray all night for The Chinese refer to Korea as Highly Beauti­

the dead, in front of the images of Buddha, they ful; the Japanese call it Morning Calm. The 
naturally became very sleepy. It was then that Chinese refer to Russia as the Sudden Country, 
a Siberian priest tried coffee, and found it was while the Japanese call it the Dew Country, as 
very good for the purpose, and then all the indicating their thought that when the sun rises 
priests began to use it. the dew perishes. The Chinese refer to the 

It has been discovered in a Japanese univer- country of Great Britain as the Flourishing 
sity that one part of ash and twenty-five parts Country; the Japanese use the same term, but 
of water kill the germs of diphtheria and dysen- it signifies that it is a sister country of Japan. 
tery within five minutes. The Chinese refer to France as the Law Country, 

Dogs and foxes sometimes get nervous dis- because international law is written in French; 
eases and eat their young. Cats will hide their the Japanese call it Buddha Country, signifying 
young if men gaze at them in a strange way. that it is above the human. The Chinese refer 
"When whales are attacked they protect their to Germany as the Grace Country, while the 
young ones under their fins, near their breasts. Japanese call it Alone Peace, as indicating their 
It is claimed by whalers that when whales with great admiration of German militarism. The 
young are shot there is such a piteous look in Chinese call the United States the Beautiful 
their eyes, as if begging for their young, that Country, while the Japanese call it the Rice 
even the whalers themselves cannot endure it. Country, because rice is the staple diet of the 

A medical examiner's office in Tokyo claims Japanese. The aforementioned terms are in com­
that babies conceived in the spring are the mon use in Japanese newspapers, textbooks and 
superior ones; those conceived in autumn take official letters, and are often on the lips of the 
second place; those conceived in winter take people. 
third place, and those conceived in summer are A German scholar has shown that hypochon­
the most inferior ones. The children of parents dria can be treated with the violin, and that the 
engaged in professional life are of the first oboe calms nervous disease. A harp is good for 
grade; those of manufacturers and business men hysteria, and music in general is good for 
are of the second grade; those of motherle.ss spasms. The stomach loves rhythm, and when 
homes are the most inferior. The first-borns of soldiers have lost their appetites they can be 
a family are found inferior to the second-borns, recovered by notes on the bugle. 
who, hO\vever, surpass all the others. Most only- In a district near Seoul millions of honeybees 
begotten sons and daughters are inferior. came together and fought for three days. All 

The mild fall season caused the second blos- were slain in the battle. 
soming of apricots and pears in many parts of When one is in a strange land and knows not 
Korea. which is north or south, and has no magnetic 

The tears of human eyes are said to be poison- needle, the watch may be used as a compass by 
ous to germs, so that the washing of the eyes observing the following rule: Point the hour 
with tears is good for them. hand toward the sun; draw an imaginary line 

Russian oil is now sold in the Far East at from the letters XII to the center of the watch 
prices with which the Standard and Texas oil and see the angle that is made with the hour 
companies cannot compete. It now claims 70 hand; a line dividing the angle into halves is a 
percent of the markets of northern Manchuria, north and south line. For example, it is 4: 00 
and 20 percent to 30 percent of southern Man- p.m. when one wishes to know the direction. 
churia. Point the hour hand toward the sun; the minute 

The Chinese and Japanese people have a curi- hand will be at XII. The line passing midway 
ous method of naming other countries, as re- passes the letters VIII and II. The former is 
vealed by translations of the terms employed. the north and the latter is the south, when seen 
The Chinese refer to their own country as the in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Central Flourishing Country, while the J ap- A Chinese doctor claims that when one's navel 
anese refer to China as Support How Hndicating is seen directly from the front it will always be 
that in their judgment it must eventually fall. found that the left-handed person has his navel 
Both the Chinese and the Japanese refer to J a- turned toward the right, while the right-handed 
pan as Sun Origin, but the significance of the person has his navel turned toward the left. 
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As to Home Rule for India By Arthur Cartwright (Calif.) 

MUCH expression is given throughout the 
,\'orld on the Indian situation and Mahatma 

Gandhi's struggle for the freedom of the people 
of India in home rule. 

As one who has been in India and made a 
study of her people, religious rituals alld Indian 
administration, I submit a few points to show 
that India in its present condition is not ready 
for independence. What the Hindus need is pro­
tection against themselves until God's kingdom 
is set up in their midst. An educated Hindu may 
endeavor to gloss over certain parts of this 
article "'ith explanations, but the statements 
made cannot be disproved or shaken. 

The religious books of the Hindu are called 
"sastras" (or "shasters"). They teach that after 
the destruction of the former world by a deluge, 
a divinity whose name is Vishnu composed him­
self to sleep on a thousand-headed serpent which 
floated upon the surface of the waters. During 
a nap of some millions of years a water lily grew 
from his body. From this flower issued Brahma 
the creator. 

Having formed the world anew and created 
many of the gods, he proceeded to create man, 
when the four classes or castes into which the 
Hindus are divided issued from different parts 
of the body. The Brahmans from the head, the 
Kshatriyas from his arms, the Vaisyas from 
his breast, while the Sudras had their ignoble 
origin in his feet. The Brahmans are supposed 
to be entitled to a very high rank, while the 
Sudl'as are hardly rccognized as human crea­
hues. 

These four classes have from various causes 
been divided into many distinct castes. 'I.'he peo­
ple are slaves to this caste system, as there is 
no possibility to change from one caste to an­
other. It is like the laws of the Medes and Per­
sians, fixed and unalterable. rl'he gulf is great 
indeed between the highest and the lowest caste, 
the Brahmans and the Ulltouchahles. 

The pernicious influence of caste is illustrated 
hy this incident: A woman was lying by the side 
of the street, apparently in the agonies of death. 
The villagers were passing to and fro without 
manifesting the least interest or sympathy. 
'When asked for an explanation of their conduct 
they replied: "Why should we take care of her 1 
She does not belong to our caste." A little rice 
water had been offered her, but she would not 
drink it, simply because the person offering it 
belonged to a lower caste. Had she tasted the 

rice water or eaten any food cooked by those 
of a lower caste she would have lost her caste. 
And what then f Her own children would have 
fled from her as from one infected with a plague. 
Her husband would not have permitted her to 
enter his home. Had any friends or relatives 
dared to associate with her, they too would have 
lost their caste and been involved in the same 
disgrace. Thus they would necessarily become 
outcasts and vagabonds. 

By the device of caste there are over sixty 
million British-Indian subjects who are denied 
all social rights, including such elementals as 
access to public water supply; for they are be­
lieved to convey pollution, by touch, by ap­
proach and sometimes even by visibility. When 
walking in the street they must keep on the side 
opposite the sun, lest their filthy shadows should 
fall upon the consecrated Brahman. They are 
forbidden any calling save those deemed shame­
ful, and are barred from the hope of making 
their children any happier than themselves. 
They are cakes of dirt, in the eyes of the Hindus 
of other castes. 

Untouchability, so the Hindu code teaches, is 
incurred by sin. For example: The man who 
kills a Brahman will eventually, after myriads 
of reincarnations upon earth in unclean insect 
form, be born into the world an Untouchable, 
the greatest curse upon a llindu. Untouchable 
he will be through thousands of re-births to 
suffer degradation, want and pain, for sins 
which he is supposed to have committed, which 
he knows not of. But the fact of his birth in the 
caste of the Untouehables is proof enough of his 
sm. 

By implanting and maintaining this lethal 
idea in the minds of the people Hinduism has 
atrophied the very manhood of its prey. Today 
there are sixty million Untouchables, creatures 
in human shape, most of whom submit to regard 
themselves no better than crawling worms. 

Gandhi has long disowned this system. "Un­
touchability," he writes, "is a snake with a thou­
sand mouths through each of which it shows its 
poisonous fangs. Untouchability is for me more 
insufferable than British rule, and we shall he 
lmfit for Swaraj home rule so long as we would 
keep the sixty million Untouchables, one-fifth of 
the population, in bondage. This change must 
precede home rule, and not follow it." 

Bound by an official pledge not to interfere 
in the religious belief of the Indian people, the 
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Government of India has refrained from coming 
to the rescue of the sixty million Untouchables. 

This system of caste is one of the most ter­
rible engines of tyranny and oppression that 
human ingenuity and selfishness can invent. 

There is no such thing as a united India or a 
national voice. There is no compatibility or af­
finity between the Mohammedan and the Hindu. 
They are as opposite as the poles, and so long 
as there is a Mohammedan in India he will go 
at the throat of a Hindu. A Hindu takes delight 
in killing a Mohammedan, and a Mohammedan 
takes delight in killing a Hindu. 

A girl is betrothed as a little child, too young 
to know anything about it. They are not at their 
own disposal in marriage. She may be betrothed 
to a youth, or it may be to a widower of fifty. 
She must, according to strict religious code, 
marry as soon as nature will permit (twelve 
years of age or less in tropical India), and in 
nine months will be a mother. To find an old 
maid in Hindustan would be like looking for a 
needle in a haystack. She is a phenomenon. 

The girl going to her husband by her twelfth 
year or earlier has little time or chance to learn 
from the Hindu shasters. But one thing she will 
surely have learned: her duty towards her hus­
band. As taught in the "bible" of the Hindu peo­
ples, there is no other god on earth for a woman 
than her husband. Let him be debauched, im­
moral, a drunkard, deformed, aged or infirm, 
let his defects be what they may, a wife should 
always look upon him as her earthly god. Thus 
she will enjoy the reputation of a faithful and 
virtuous wife. 

:Mr. Gandhi tirelessly denounces the domi­
nance of this old teaching by which, by sheer 
force of a vicious custom, even the most igno­
rant and worthless men have been enjoying a 
superiority over women which they do not de­
serve and ought not to have. 

Child marriage and its results are terrible. 
Take a girl child married at twelve years of age. 
A pitiful physical specimen in bone and blood. 
Force motherhood upon her at the earliest pos­
sible moment. She must be a woman before she 
knows she is one. Statistics show that each 
generation sees the death of 3,200,000 of these 
child mothers in the agonies of childbirth. Their 
babies at birth weigh about five pounds. This 
is somewhat above the average. 

These chilrlrcn should be playing with their 
dolls rather than becoming wives and the moth­
ers of children. Boys who ought to be getting 

their lessons in school are rearing families, and 
we men here in the Occident would feel ashamed 
of ourselves if going into society with a little 
girl of twelve years of age as our wife and 
mother of children. There is no manhood or 
womanhood in this. 

The prayer of the parents is that the gods 
will give them children. But give them boys; 
when a boy is born there is rejoicing and jubi­
lation, but if a daughter is born the innocent 
little thing is a ""woo", a hated thing. 'Tis a 
grievous calamity, as with the Chinese parent. 
So little valued is the life of a female infant 
that it is said "a good for nothing girl is born". 

The failure to bring forth a son is the un­
pardonable sin, and for this a husband can put 
his "wife aside and get another. If girls come 
along one after another the chances are that 
some of them will die. rrhey are a cash liability. 

The r~sult of such consummation before 
bodily development not only weakens the health 
of the girl, but produces children who are sick 
and "weakly. Infant mortality is great. Of Indian 
babies born alive "Indian Statistics" show that 
about 2,000,000 die each year; that over 40 per­
cent of the deaths of infants occur in the first 
week after birth, and over 60 percent in the 
first month. The number of stillbirths is heavy 
on account of the sheer inability to bear the 
strain of coming into the world. 

The average life of the Hindu is about twenty­
three years. They have no resistance to fight 
against decease. They cannot transmit a strong, 
virile vitality to their posterity, and the husband, 
in the majority of cases, has to arrange for his 
remarriage seve.ral times during his lifetime, 
on account of the successive deaths of his young 
child wives. Early to marry, early to die. 

Mahatma Gandhi has announced that he lived 
with his wife as such at thirteen years of age. 
(Young India, 1926). 

The Hindu widow is accursed in that the fate of 
"lidowhood can be but for one cause: the enormi­
ty of her sins in a former incarnation. From the 
moment of her husband's decease till the last 
hour of her own life she must expiate those sins 
in shame and suffering and self-immolation. Her 
hair is shaven, she becomes the menial of all in 
her late husband's household. She can never 
marry again. By the death of her husband she 
is revealed to be a creature of innate guilt, of 
evil portent, and she herself is convinced of 
this: She has the curses of her mother-in-law in 
that if it were not for her (the wretched creQ-
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ture) her son might be in the land of the living. 
The widow was formerly burned to death, 

thereby escaping the torture of Hindu widow­
hood in the hope for a happier birth in her next 
incarnation. The Indian government has long 
put a stop to the burning of widows. So she suf­
fers her martyrdom believing that her misery is 
one of merit, one that the gods have pronounced 
upon her for her sins. The burning of widows 
still goes on in the independent states outside of 
British India. 

This experience is the same with the little 
child who is betrothed, even though she knows 
not her husband, never has seen him or been of 
his bed and board. Mr. Gandhi bitterly de­
nounces this forcing the curses of widowhood 
upon a child who knows not of her husband. The 
number of widows is about 27,000,000. (Govern­
ment Statistics) It is not surprising that many 
of these widows go astray and become a menace 
to society. 

In some respects Mohammedan women enjoy 
great advantages over their Hindu sisters: their 
freedom from infant marriage and from en­
forced widowhood, with the train of miseries 
worked by each. But upon coming to the thresh­
old of maturity (about twelve years of age) 
the Mohammedan woman is married. She then 
passes into a practical life of imprisonment 
within the walls of her home, never to leave her 
apartment nor see any male save her husband 
and her son, and never to see the outside world, 
from the day of their marriage till the day of 
her death. 

You look upon a little Mohammedan girl play­
ing with other children, laughing, jumping, skip­
ping in the joy and pleasure of her childhood 
life. It is sad indeed to think that in a short time 
she will be behind the Mohammedan veil as a 
prisoner for life. 

There are about 40,000,000, it is estimated~ 
behind the veil. This Purdah system, relegating 
women to the dark and dingy parts of the house, 
bad sanitation, confinement, lack of air and 
exercise, makes a perfect breeding place for the 
white death. Between 900,000 and 1,000,000 per­
sons, it is estimated, die annually of tuberculosis 
in India. (Ibid., page 285.) 

The peoples of India are very poor and im­
poverished. J!'arm labor is five to eight cents 
per day. Unskilled city workers, five to ten cents 
per day. Skilled workers, twelve to sixteen cents 
per day. (Review of Trade of India) Gandhi, 
on being shown the effects of his boycott on the 

textile industry of Lancashire, England, mills 
closed down, unemployment, and poverty caused 
thereby, remarked, "Your direst poverty is 
wealth indeed to the people of India." ·Wages at 
present are slightly in advance of this schedule. 

These problems of home weigh heavily upon 
the mind of that great soul, Mahatma Gandhi, 
in his fight for the independence of India and 
the uplifting of the Hindu mentality, and he 
says, First, let us get home rule. Then we will 
strike at the pernicious fundamentals of Hindu 
reli~ion. To do this first before getting home rule 
would be to cause an upheaval of the ground be­
neath his feet. 

The new government of Great Britain will 
not give Mr. Gandhi any encouragement for In­
dian home rule. He goes back to India a disap­
pointed man. What will happen now, we shall 
have to wait and see. The clouds are dark and 
threatening. England's Armageddon is rapidly 
approaching its consummation in that land. 
England holds on to India for economic pur­
poses and will not get out, till put out; and so 
will it be. 

India is sick, ignorant, illiterate, dark, pagan, 
locked tight and fast in a system of religion that 
for thousands of yeats has held the poor people 
in the most cruel bondage. God's kingdom will 
release them from this. They will walk in its 
light and be the beneficiaries of God's gracious 
designs and purposes. 

We think of that brave little band of J eho­
vah's witnesses going forth with the Kingdom 
message and its glad tidings in this land of 
spiritism, theosophy and occultism. Yet, under 
these conditions of opposition their love for God 
and truth enables them to keep on keeping on. 

(Of course the Devil has no shame, but it would 
almost seem as if the situation he has created in 
India would be enough to develop it. It seems 
hard to try to analyze the mental processes of 
one who would labor for centuries to try to 
create a condition which would be an infinite re­
proach to the Creator if He were in any wise to 
blame for it. But neither the Devil nor Great 
Britain can dodge the responsibility for the 
tangle in India. Britain could have given India 
education; she could have helped millions of the 
Hindus into a larger and fuller life, and the 
irony of it is that if she had really spent for 
Indian welfare the taxes that were raised in In­
dia, both countries would today be prosperous 
where now both are in distress.-Ed.) 



Removing the Cause of Epidemic and Contagious Diseases 
By H. C. Temple, M.D. (Ohio) 

THERE is a cause for everything that exists. purpose to hold in check and to stave off many 
Diversities that exist in mind and matter human ills. 

are not accidental, but the result of cause and Babylon had a sewerage system, and brought 
effect. its water supply a long distance through open 

The creative power of an infinite and almighty channels. Later the practice of medicine became 
Jehovah was the first cause of all things; and well established, physicians were licensed and 
man's violation of Jehovah's righteous laws re- their fees prescribed by law. 
sulted in his expulsion from Edenic happiness Egyptian physicians practiced various special­
and brought upon the human race the divine ties and used forms of minor surgery. But the 
curse with all its attendant evils resulting in ancient Hindu excelled all others of their day 
death. in the art of surgery. 

Jehovah God is the God of nature, and all The ancient Hebrews conceived disease as an 
violations of the laws of nature, whether wilful expression of the wrath of God, to be removed 
or through ignorance, are violations of the di- by moral reform, prayers and sacrifices. They 
vine law, and as such bring evil results and ordained forms of medical jurisprudence and 
added afflictions to the human race, which, if established public health bureaus. The valley of 
properly understood, might be avoided. Rinnom was used as a garbage disposal-works 

This fact has long since been recognized, and for the city of Jerusalem. And Jesus speaks of 
great efforts have been put forth to trace every this valley as a symbol of complete annihilation. 
human ill to its source and, if possible, remove The Jews prescribed few remedies; they were 
the cause. :Much progress has already been made interested chiefly in the prevention of disease. 
in the prevention of diseases in consequence of They quarantined persons afflicted with such 
increased knowledge of etiology, and the micro- diseases as leprosy, and burned their excreta to­
scopic revelation of bacteria has brought to gether with any articles which might become 
light many sources of human diseases hitherto contaminated. Lepers were isolated from the 
unknown. company of all others, and upon the approach of 

In ancient times men resorted to fetishes and anyone they were required to give warning by 
superstitions; and even today this is a great crying out, "Unclean, unclean." 
barrier to removing the cause of many ills, and The Persians took many precautions against 
to the progress of human happiness. To the an- epidemic diseases. Cyrus the Elder boiled 
cients, and to medieval man, epidemic diseases drinking water for his soldiers when on his mili­
mysteriously appeared from nowhere and dis- tary campaigns, and employed every known 
appeared for no reason. To explain them the agency to prevent disease. 
stars were called upon; to stay their progress The Greeks gave to the world Hippocrates, 
the gods were employed, and sacrifices, prayers who is called the "father of medicine"; he was 
and fastings ordained. We now know that they the greatest physician of ancient times. He was 
are but the result of the dissemination of minute born in the island of Kos, about the year 460 
living entities carried by perfectly natural means B.C., and died in 377 B.C. Hewas dis1inguished 
from country to country and from man to man, for his remarkable skill in diagnosis, and his ac­
attacking and destroying those weaker than curate and vivid description of morbid symp­
themselves. toms. Many striking sayings are scattered 

They have their parallels in the misfortunes through his works which have passed into famil­
of agriculture, such as the occasional devastat- iar use. Among his genuine and popular writings 
ing appearances of locusts, of army worms, of we note the follo"\,ying: on "Prognosis", "Aphor­
cutworms, of cotton boll weevils, of gypsy isms," "Epidemics," "Diet in Acute Diseases," 
moths, and many other well known enemies of "'Vounds of the Head," and on "Air and Water". 
the forests and fields. The Romans are remembered chiefly for their 

But the ancients were not so restricted in their achievements in hygiene; they provided venti­
knowledge of disease, its cause, its cure and its lation for their houses, practiced cremation, and 
prevention, as many have been led to believe. built sewers, drains, public bath pools and great 
Their knowledge of etiology and prophylaxis, aqueducts. The fall of Rome and the dark age 
crude as it may have been, was used to a good which followed were marked by retrogression 
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in sanitary science. Sanitation g3!Ve way to filth 
and pestilence. War, ignorance, and brutal prej­
udice appear to have constituted the ruling 
spirit, and this period stands out as the most in­
sanitary era in the annals of history. 

In spite of all the progress man has made 
since the beginning of time, it \vas not until the 
opening of the nineteenth century that his 
knowledge of the human body and the enemieR to 
'which it is exposed made possible the prevention 
of any epidemic or contagious disease. 

The first discovery of what was later prov­
en to be a disease-producing bacterium was 
made about 1850, when the French pathologist 
Davaine, on examining the tissues of cattle which 
had died of anthrax, discovered the constant 
presence of minute rods, shown later by Robert 
Koch, a German bacteriologist, to be the cause 
of the disease. 

It was in 1857 that the French chemist Louis 
Pasteur discovered the true nature of the proc­
ess of fermentation, also a knowledge of the 
chief maladies which have scourged man and 
animals, and of the measures by which either 
the hody may he protected against these diseases 
or the poison neutralized when once within the 
body. 

Pasteur showed that the aging of wine by 
bacteria could be prevented without changing 
its taste by heating it to a temperature of 55 to 
60 degrees centigrade. This principle has since 
heen applied to the preservation of milk, and 
now much of onr milk is kept free from the 
harmful action of bacteria by this simple heating 
process, universally known as pasteurization. 

Pastrur ,,,as the tirst man to demonstrate be­
yond dispute that all forms of microbian life 
have ancestors and a numerous progeny, there­
by dispelling the idea that they came into exist­
ence spontaneously. He held the belief that it is 
within the power of man to rid himself of every 
parasitic disease. 

Stimulated by and coincident with the success­
ful investigations of Pasteur, Joseph Lister, an 
eminent surgeon of Edinburgh, became con­
vinced that many wound diseases are due to 
germs, and by using antiseptics he soon es­
tablished his thesis and paved the way to the 
present practice of aseptic surgery. His work 
represents one of the most brilliant triumphs 
in establishing the germ theory of infectious 
diseases. 

Robert Koch, a German bacteriologist, an­
nounced in 1882 the discovery of the micro-or-

ganism of tuberculosis, causing a profound sen­
sation throughout the world. He proved beyond 
a doubt that the bacteria of tuberculosis were 
the origin and the only cause of the long dreaded 
disease, The Great White Plague, consumption. 
So conclusive was his evidence that in a sur­
prisingly short time it was universally accepted. 

r.t'he following year, the germ of Asiatic chol­
era was discovered, and one year later was 
brought to light the bacillus of diphtheria and 
also that of tetanus, and further developments 
regarding the bacillus of typhoid fever. 

'Within very recent years the terrible menace 
of typhoid fever has been reduced to a small 
and still reducible fraction of what it once was. 
Figures compiled by the Prudential Life Insur­
ance Company, of Newark, N. J., show that the 
rate has been reduced from 32 deaths per 100,-
000 in 1901 to 8 in 1925. 

Diphtheria is justly regarded as one of the 
most dreaded of the diseases of childhood. It 
has come down to us from antiquity under such 
names as "Egyptian sore throatl', "Syrian ul­
cer," "malignant sore throat," "putrid sore 
throat," "gangrenous ulcer," "membranous 
croup," and the like, until the name diphtheria 
was given it by the French physician Breton­
neau in the early part of the nineteenth century. 

Until the fruitful discoveries of Klebs, Loeff­
ler, Behring, and others gave us the cause and 
the methods for the cure and control of diph­
theria, few diseases had presented such high 
mortality, and there had been few before the 
march of which we were so helpless. An out­
break of diphtheria in a community caused a 
shudder of horror, for the old records are full 
of instances where all the children of a family 
were swept away in spite of all that the medical 
knowledge of that time could do. But thanks to 
our modern discoveries, there are now few dis­
eases about which we know as much as diph­
theria. Its prevention and control are feasible, 
provided sanitary authorities and the general 
public intelligently cooperate. 

Yellow fever has been until recently one of" 
the most horrible and shunned epidemic dis­
eases in the United States. It appeared in this 
country 112 times between the years 1702 and 
1878, being the most frequent and destructive 
in the Southern states, especially in the city of 
New Orleans. 

From 1800 to 1879 yellow fever, with two ex­
ceptions, visited the United States every year. 
During this period the great epidemics were 
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those of New Orleans, in which there were 290,-
020 cases and 8,101 deaths, and Memphis, with 
17,600 cases and 5,150 deaths. 

Over four and a half million dollars were con­
tributed in 1878 for the relief of the stricken 
cities of the South, involving a total estimated 
loss to the country of not less than $100,000,000 ; 
the epidemic of 1878 cost the city of New Or­
leans alone over $10,000,000. 

The work done by the United States Army 
in 1900 under the direction of Doctors Reed, Gar­
roll and Lazear, in research work among the 
yellow fever victims in Havana, proved conclu­
sively that yellow fever is transmitted by the 
Acdes aegypti mosquito. Soon after this dis­
covery the danger of yellow fever in the United 
States was virtually eliminated; and in 1905, un­
der the direction of Doctor Joseph 'White, of 
the Public Health Service, yellow fever was 
driven from the southern states. 

Typhus fever prevailed in epidemic form in 
this country well into the nineteenth century. 
N ow that the methods of its transmission are 
understood, serious epidemics of this disease 
need no longer be feared. The difference be­
tween the former great and the present dimin­
ished danger has been brought about, not 
through the discovery of the specific micro-or­
ganism, for that has still eluded the search of 
the bacteriologist, but through the discovery of 
what is of equal importance, the means by 
which the disease is spread. The investigations 
of Nicolle, Cover, and Consell of France, of 
Goldberger and Anderson in this country, and 
of Ricketts and Wilder in Mexico, beginning in 
1909, have definitely proven that this disease is 
transmitted through the bite of infected lice. 
This disease is not contagious in the ordinary 
sense; it cannot be caught from the patient; and 
if the lice are prevented from passing from 
patient to doctor or attendant, there is no trans­
mission of the disease. 

Bubonic plague killed approximately one­
fourth of the population of Europe in the Middle 
Ages. Within a generation the means of its con­
trol has been learned. Even at the present time, 
in places where sanitary measures cannot be 
enforced, the disease spreads and people die in 
great numbers. Thus, in India, in 1901, there 
were 362,000 cases, with 278,000 deaths. In the 
first six months of the epidemic of 1907 the 
deaths in India were much more numerous, 
reaching a total of 1,062,908. 

But where sanitation is possible and coopera-

tion between the authorities and the people suc­
ceed, as in N ew York, San Francisco, and other 
American ports to which the infection was 
brought, the disease did not spread. Plague 
seems to be primarily a disease of the lower 
animals, such as marmots and rats, and only 
secondarily, and, one might say, accidentally or 
incidentally a disease of human creatures. 

Our forefathers feared (with reason) Asiatic 
cholera, which is nO respecter of climates. 
Science has made it a vague memory among the 
people of the United States and Europe, but it 
is still destroying many millions of human lives 
in India. 

It is probable that malaria was more respon­
sible for the decline of the culture of both Greece 
and Rome than any other single feature. At the 
present time even this disease can be controlled. 

Among several scientific aids developed in the 
new age, the X-ray has been of incalculable value 
in the study of many diseases and has helped 
materially in their conquest. It is difficult for 
one who has not made a special survey of the 
history of diseases to realize under what im­
proved health conditions we are now living. 

In marked contrast to the decline of infec­
tious and communicable diseases is the trend 
'Of death rate from degenerative diseases, such 
as affections of the heart, Bright's disease, dia­
betes, cancer, apoplexy, influenza and pneumo­
nia. Not only has the death rate from these de­
generative diseases failed to decline, but it has 
actually increased at a rather rapid rate. 

Diseases of the heart and circulatory system 
have increased from 70 per 100,000 in 1870 to 
over 300 in 1920. Where Bright's disease caused 
50 fatalities per 100,000 in 1870, it now causes 
almost twice that number. 

Apoplexy (cerebral hemorrhage) was causing 
30 deaths per 100,000 in 1870; today it is causing 
100 deaths for the same number of persons. And 
cancer, one of the most dreaded and deadly of 
this group, is steadily increasing, until now more 
than 100 victims per 100,000 are claimed an­
nually, whereas in 1850 approximately 30 fell 
victims to the disease. 

These few examples indicate the potency of 
scientific investigation to combat the menace of 
disease and to aid in the release of a greater 
and stronger man power to do the world's work. 
The record of the past gives certain promise to 
the future. A vast field for investigation yet lies 
before the zealous investigator into the source 
of human ills and the means for their relief. 



Suggestions lor Flood Control By Frank Hoskins, C. E. (Illinois) 

I N PRESENTING a plan to control all flood 
waters, develop a complete system of internal 

water transportation, convert 200,000,000 acres 
of land into nut and fruit orchards and forests 
of valuable timber by a plan of bonds and nation­
al bank financing, tl.e writer takes into con­
sideration the fact that $6,000,000,000 of farm 
mortgages are due or becoming due and their 
foreclosure is a certainty unless something big 
is done; this condition is further complicated 
by 5,000,000 Americans' being wholly or partial­
ly unemployed and our being in the midst of the 
greatest depression ever known. 

If this can be done, without increa~e in taxa­
tion, but at a profit that in fifty years wiII enable 
the states to abolish taxation, although it pro­
poses the largest expenditure ever made in a 
time of peace, the writer believes it will appeal 
to Americans. 

The proposed expenditure does not equal the 
indebtedness created in 1917-20 for the World 
War, with this difference: then the U. S. A. 
mustered over 4,000,000 of the best men in the 
world to destroy other human creatures and 
property and left our country burdened with a 
debt of over $25,000,000,000. 

This move will put the over 4,000,000 of idle 
Americans to work at good wages in transform­
ing almost worthless plains and mountains into 
nut and fruit orchards and valuable forests, and 
control nature so that thereafter there will he 
neither floods nor drouths in our country, but 
peace, plenty and prosperity instead of poverty 
caused by destruction, drouth and floods. 

There is only one diversion of water practical 
on the east side of the Mississippi river. That 
is of the Tennessee river, in Alabama, to the 
Tombigbee river and Mobile bay. West of the 
Mississippi the proposed Grand Canal will 
divert all flood waters from the Rocky mountain 
region. Heavy rains east of these a't the same 
time that flood water is coming from the upper 

Mississippi and Ohio rivers might cause sOnle 
flood in the lower Mississippi. To prevent it the 
Arkansas river could be diverted to the Red 
river in eastern Oklahoma; the Red river to be 
diverted into the Trinity river and Galveston 
bay, and also into the Sabine river and Sabine 
bay. These diversions would always keep the 
Mississippi river within the present embank­
ments. 

The Grand Canal, to divert all the flood waters 
of the Rocky mountains not held back by the 
large reservoirs in the mountains, will have two 
starting points: 

1. At a big dam on the Yellowstone river, in 
southwest Montana, to divert all the flood waters 
of that river. 

2. A high dam on the Missouri river below the 
mouth of the Little Missouri river or at some 
other point in North Dakota or eastern Montana, 
to divert the flood waters of the Missouri to join 
the Canal from the Yellowstone river. The 
Grand Canal to then run south, through South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma to the 
Pecos river in Texas, 

Along this Canal not less than 100,000,000 
acres of land to be acquired on which to turn 
all flood waters, this land to be planted to forest 
and fruit trees. Black walnut is the fastest grow­
ing good timber tree and it will predominate 
with a view of grafting to English walnuts south 
of the north line of Kansas. Hickories can be 
planted, part to be grafted into soft shell or 
thin shell pecans as far north as practical. As 
the catalpa is the fastest growing tree, it will 
be planted in rows between the walnuts and 
hickories, to be cut for railroad ties until the 
size of the other trees requires the land. Pines 
will be planted OIl the sandy land, and some of 
all other varieties of trees will make up the 
forests. Forty years of falling leaves and water 
will make the soil equal to any in the world. 

"The New Tower of Babel" 

I N AN article bearing the above title which 
appears in The Household Magazine, the Rev­

erend John Thomas Stewart, pastor of a Con­
gregational church in a small town in the Mid­
dle West, unburdens himself quite plainly. We 
select, here and there, a few choice sentences, 
from his published reflections: 

216 

The Protestant clergy of the villages and towns has 
lost more heavily in prestige, authority, and influence 
than any other professional class in America. To what 
depths of inconsequence have we sunk! Our sole gain 
has been in numbers, a hollow victory. Our lowly posi­
tion in the current scheme of things American cries 
to that heaven once believed in for mercy if not justice. 
Our enemies denounce us as charlatans and our 
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friends damn us with the faint praise of "harmless". 
The good old days when we parsons were the IC:lrned 
men of our communities arc gone forever. And the 
denunciation of our morals has become a national 
pastime. 

"The restlessness of our ministry" is a national 
worry with every sect. Also the cause of this unrrst 
is thoroughly understood: with five churches stru~­
gling to exist where only one might thrive, it means 
that five pastors must each live by and work at one­
fifth of a man's job. This over ehurehing not only 
provokes restlessness in the clergy; it invites scorn 
from the laity. Dirrctly because of this calamitous 
situation, I have never found in one of my churrhes 
a substantial family that was willing for a SOIl to enter 
the ministry. 

Starting with my own church: our bud:.:{et is six 
thousand dollars. The Methodists raise at least as much, 
and the Baptists one thousand dollars more. That 
makes nineteen thousand dollars for the largest three. 
Ten remaining churches cost not less than six thou­
sand dollars to maintain. The total is twenty-fi\'e thou­
sand dollars. This is, or ought to be, an intolerable 
burden on a town which can boast of one wealthy 
family. Moreover, it must be borne in mind the burden 
is not equitably distributed; for a clear majority of 
the Protestant families does not contribute a cent to 
the support of any church. In other words, the multi­
plication of churches in the United States has ac­
companied a decline in the constituency. This explains 
though it does not condone the bizarre means which 
are everywhere taken to raise money for religious (sic) 
purposes. The burden falls heaviest upon those fam­
ilies whose women are active in the innumerable socie­
ties. 

Consider that grand total for a moment. Twenty­
five thousand dollars! What could not be obtained 
with such a sum in the way of preaching, beautiful 
house of worship, inspiring music, religious literature 
and instruction, recreational cquipment and leader­
ship, not to mention charity which in every over­
church cd town has to fight for a pittance. But by the 
time thirteen Christian churches have got what they 
must have in order to meet competition on a crowded 
field, there are little money and few workers left for 
Christian charity. Think what might be aecomplished 
of spiritual and mo.ral good if such a sum were placed 
in the hands of a competent committee of laymen 
charged with responsibility for the whole community. 
It is a dizzy prospect, sick with chagrin. 

As a matter of fact, the whole system of church fi­
nancing is as full of holes as a sieve, rotten with dis­
honesty and brazen misreprcsentation. One sectarian 
official, a charming minister but a realist in finance, 
was relating to me a few weeks ago some of his ex­
periences in dealing with rival promotional secretaries 
in a large city: it was a phantasmagoria of intrigue, 
trickery, padded statistics. He said bluntly, "We don't 
expect the man responsible for promoting his denomi-

nation's aims to tell the truth." Why, then, should 
we be surprised if our moral prestige has fallen 1 

Thrre ou~ht to be a Blue Sky law passed for the 
protection of gulliblc Chri~)tians. 

Inc\'itably the cler~~y suffers worst in any slump in 
church financt's. A rcrcnt issue of a denominational 
journnl reports euts in preachers' salaries from one 
end of the eountry to the other, ranging from fifty 
dollars to twenty-five hundred dollars. One large 
church, in oruer to save mOlWY, told its minister at 
the beginning of summcr that his job had been dis­
pensed with for thrl'P months, but he might return 
to them in the fall if he had found nothing else to do. 
I know of anotlwr church whi('h had had a pastor with 
one child and goot anotht'r pastor who had ten childl'en, 
and greeted its new shcph(,J'd with a r('duction in 
salary of four hundred dollars. His wife soon pre­
sented him with hi"! dev('!]th child. 

The radio has ouly aggra\'utpd a situation which 
was already confusion worse confoundcd. We will take 
our sf'eker's schedule hy hours and the Central Stand­
ard time. 

7 a.m. Few Protestants are up. "Mol'1ling Watch," 
which inr}udes, on an ordinary Sunday, music from 
church colleges, talks on Biblr Irssons by Fundamcn­
talists (paradox though it is, they are far more ener­
getic in using the radio than Modernists), hymns, pray­
ers, and sermonettes hom the larger stations, talent 
supplied by church federations and guaranteed to of­
fend nobody. 

8 a.m. Most of our church members are eating break­
fast; some played bridge too long last nig-ht and are 
still asleep; many dracons are playing golf, especially 
mcn with lOO-plus scores. Judge Rutherford, successor 
to Pastor Russell, on an international hookup de­
nouncing all churches, preachers, and governments in­
discriminately; undoubtedly listened to by more peo­
ple than any other preacher, not excepting Drs. Cad­
man and Fosdick; equally opposed to prohibitian and 
tobacco, and defining Christendom as the State of 
Satan. 

9 a.m. German Sunday Schools are in session; on 
the air the International Bible I,c,sson by a Fundamen­
talist contradicts everything the liberal preacher is 
going to say at 11 0 'clock. 

10 a.m. All Sunday Schools are in session: sixty 
percent of all children are at home reading the comics. 

11 a.m. The Tower of Babel is filled. "The scrip­
tures are true." "The scriptures are partly true." 
"The issue is trivial." Typical town of 1,000, Protes­
tant pew space for 2,100; combined attendance on all 
services 200. Keep that proportion for church attend­
ance. 

12 m. Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, Congrega­
tionalists, Unitarians, Christian Scientists have for 
the most part done with public religion for the week. 
The Tower empties. 



Life Hinges on Obedience 

THE Scriptural conditions under which one sent the ,Vord of God, the vehicle which through­
may gain eternal life ar2 that he must get a out the period of selection has borne the holy 

knowledge of the only true God; give God the spirit to those who are to be fellow heirs in the 
first place in his heart; obey God's command- Kingdom with their Head and Master, Christ 
ments to the best of his ability; get a knowledge Jesus, our Lord. 
of Jesus Christ, God's Son; accept Jesus as the At length Eliezer and his camels reached the 
bread from heaven; hear and listen to His voice; city of N ahor, Abraham's deceased brother, in 
become one of His sheep; do the 'work Jesus Mesopotamia. The Bible story of how Rebecca, 
gives him to do; give earthly possessions a sec- the granddaughter of Nahor, was revealed to 
ondary place in his heart; and show love and him as the Lord's choice is so beautiful that we 
mercy toward all. insert the whole story at this point just as it 

'Ve hope now to spend a little time together appears in holy writ: 
considering some of the evidence which con- And he made his camels to kneel down without the 
vinces us that everlasting life and all the bless- city, by a well of water, at the time of the evening, 
ings that go with it are contingent upon obedi. even the time that women go out to draw water. And 
ence. he said, 0 Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray 

One of the most beautiful stories in the Bible thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness 
is the account of how Isaac got his bride. The unto my master Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the 

well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city 
story is familiar to all, but we touch a few of come out to draw water: and let it come to pass, that 
the main points. It was Abraham's desire that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, 
the bride of Isaac, his only son, should be taken I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, 
from among his own people. In this story, as in Drink; and I will give thy camels drink also: lct the 
many of the other experiences of Abraham, we same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant 
have an allegory in which Abraham represents Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed 
the heavenly Father and Isaac represents Christ. kindness unto my master. And it came to pass, before 

As Abraham desired that the bride of Isaac he had done speaking, that behold, Rebekah came out, 
should be taken from among his own people, so who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of 
the great Jehovah God ordained that the bride Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her 

shoulder. And the damsel was very fair to look upon, 
of Christ should be chosen only from among a virgin, neither had any man known her; and she 
those who are already in some sense His people. went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and 
Abraham would not have in his familv as the came up. And the servant ran to meet her, and said, 
bride of his son a young woman taken from one Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher. 
of the godless families of the heathen among And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and 
whom he dwelt. let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him 

Abraham instructed Eliezer to go into what drink. And when she had done giving him drink, she 
was then the far country of Mesopotamia to find said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they 
the young woman who ,vould thenceforth be have done drinking. And she hasted, and emptied her 
Isaac's life companion. The sending of this pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well 
servant into a far country represents the sending to draw water, and drew for all his camels. And the 

man, wondering at her, held his pcace, to wit whether 
of the holy spirit all the way from heaven to the Lord had made his journey prosperous or not. And 
earth to select from among the people of God it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that 
those who would be found worthy to be the the man took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, 
everlasting companions of His Son. and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight 

If the woman who was to be invited should of gold; and said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, 
prove unwilling to come, then the servant was I pray thee; is there room in thy father's house for 
not to be charged with any remissness. Thus is us to lodge in? And she said unto him, I am the daugh­
shown the fact that nobody is forced to accept tel' of "Bethuel, the son of Milcah, which she bare unto 
the gifts of God and the ministrations of the Nahor. She said moreover unto him, We have both 
holy spirit. They may be either accepted or re. straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in. 
jected; the will is left free. And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped 

the Lord. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of my 
Eliezer, the servant, set out across the desert master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my 

on his long trip to Mesopotamia. Ten camels master of his mercy and his truth; I being in the way, 
bore him and his retinue. The ten camels repre- the Lord led me to the house of my master's brethren. 

218 
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As soon as Laban, Rebekah's brother, heard 
the story which his sister told, he ran out to 
Eliezer and said, "Come in, thou blessed of the 
Lord; wherefore standest thou without? for I 
have prepared the house, and room for the 
camels." And then it tells how Laban ungirded 
his camels and gave them straw and provender, 
water to wash his feet, and food for them to 
eat, but Eliezer would partak~ of none of this 
food until first he had made his errand clear. 

He went directly to the heart of the matter, 
stating that he was Abraham's servant and that 
the Lord had blessed his master greatly and that 
he had come seeking a wife for Abraham's only 
son. He told of Abraham's faith that the angel 
of the Lord would prosper him in the way and 
then narrated the remarkable story of how Re­
bekah had been disclosed to him as God's choice 
for the bride of his master's son. He told of his 
gifts of bracelets and earrings to Rebekah and 
the account proceeds: 

And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the 
Lord, and blessed the Lord God of my master Abra­
ham, which had led me in the right way to take my 
master's brother's daughter unto his son. And now 
if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell 
me: and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the right 
hand, or to the left. Then Laban and Bethuel an­
swered and said, The thing proceedeth from the Lord; 
we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. Behold, Rebek­
ah is before thee; take her, and go, and let her be thy 
master's son's wife, as the Lord hath spoken. 

'Ve know that Laban was loath to part with 
his sister, for the next morning, when Eliezer 
wished to immediately return to Abraham with 
Rebekah, Laban and his mother faltered some­
what and desired that she might remain with 
them another ten days. It seemed hard to give 
her up so soon, but Eliezer insisted that there 
bc no delay. "And they said, \V e will call the 
damsel, and inquire at her mouth. And they 
called Relwkah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go 
with this man? And she said, I will go." 

The reason we have told this story is that it 
illustrates a principle which is very dear to God; 
and that is, prompt obedience to His ,yill on the 
part of those who discern what His will is. Both 
Laban and Rebekah were promptly obedient. It 
was hard for them to part; it meant the break­
ing up of their old home and the taking out of 
it its greatest attraction. 

It was a custom in patriarchal times for the 
oldest son to gradually become the head of his 
father's house, and this seems to have been the 

case in the home of Bethuel and Laban, his SOl1. 

Laban was evidently the active head of the home, 
as his name is mentioned first, and he was the 
principal spokesman. He could, therefore, with­
out a doubt, have put his foot down and refused 
to allow his sister to depart in the company of 
this man, wlio, until a few minutes before, had 
been a total stranger to them both. 

If he had declined to entertain the proposal 
made by Eliezer, some other woman would have 
been the hride of Isaac, and therefore the mother 
of the "thousands of millions" that have de­
scended from her, and that go to make up the 
entire Jewish race living today. 

Think of what this includes, comprising all 
the men and women most honored by the Lord 
for about two thousand years of human history: 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Samuel, 
David, Solomon, Isaiah and all the prophets, 
and Christ Jesus and Mary His mother, and all 
the holy apostles and all the early church. 

It was Rebekah's descendants who wrote the 
Bible, practically every word of it. 

It was one of her descendants who, as ruler 
of Egypt, was the central figure and hero of 
one of the greatest stories ever written. 

It was one of her descendants who, on peril 
of his life, ten times went into the court of 
Pharaoh and d(>manded that Pharaoh should 
let the Israelites go out of bondage. 

It ,vas her descendants who followed Moses 
through the R('d Sea, and under Joshua sub­
dued the Promised Land. It was her descend­
ants, including the rulers as well as the ruled, 
who went to make up the only race on earth of 
which God has he en the real guiding h(>ad. 

It was one of her descendants, a mere strip­
ling, who put to death the great giant, Goliath, 
and accomplished other deeds of valor that have 
given him a secure place in history. 

It was one of her descendants who had the 
courage to walk ill and tell the king of Israel to 
his face of his great sin before God. 

It ,,'as one of her descendants who called down 
fire from heaven in the presence of the entire 
federal council of churches and their 450 priests 
of Baal. 

It was one of her descendants who raised the 
Shunammite's son to life. 

It was one of her descendants, Esther, who at 
Mordecai's command, took her life in her hands 
and went in before the great king (Ahasuerus) 
to plead for the life of the Jewish people. 

It was three of her descendants who refused 
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to bow down before the golden image which had 
been set up on the plain of Dura and were 
thrown alive into the burning fiery furnace. 

It was one of her descendants who was cast 
into the lion's den because he dared to disobey 
the law and go down upon his knees before his 
Creator three times a day, as was his wont, with 
his ,,'indows open toward Jerusalem. 

It was one of her descendants ,vho went in 
and stood before Belshazzar and told him that 
his kingdom had been weighed in the balance 
and found wanting and was about to be divided 
between the Medes and Persians. 

It was principally the descendants of this wom­
an who are referred to in the eleventh chapter 
of Hebrews as those "who through faith sub­
duedkingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens. Women received their dead raised 
to life again: and others were tortured, not ac­
cepting deliverance; that they might obtain a 
better resurrection: and others had trial of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover, of 
bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they 
were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword; they wandered about in sheep­
skins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented; (Of whom the world was not 
worthy)." 

It was one of her descendants, a beautiful 
young man of thirty-three, who, when He was 
aRked, "Art thou a king, then f' calmly looked in 
Pilate's face and replied, "I am a king. To this 
end was 1 born, and for this cause came I into 
the world." 

It was one of her descendants who a few 
hours later on Calvary's brow provided the ran­
som price for man's redemption from sin and 
death, and a few days later could say in all sin­
cerity and truth, "All power is given unto me 
in heaven and earth." 

Try to imagine the joy that will fill Rebekah's 
heart when she awakens in Palestine, some 
happy day, before long, to find that almost the 
entire drama of holy writ was enacted by those 
who owe their existence to the fact that she 
obeyed the will of the Lord when Eliezer asked 
her to accompany him; and if her joy will be 
so great that we cannot fathom it, that joy will 
be shared by Laban her brother who first, and 
before consulting her, said, "The thing pro-

ceedeth from the Lord; we cannot speak unto 
thee bad or good. Behold, Rebekah is before 
thee; take her, and go, and let her be thy mas­
ter's son's wife, as the Lord hath spoken." 

How does this make you feel about the matter 
of obedience1 Does it not make you feel that 
,vhen a thing proceeds from the Lord you wish 
to be quick to see His hand and quick to obey 
His voice 1 vVe all instinctively recognize that 
Laban and Rebekah, because of their prompt 
obedience, are justly entitled to the happiness 
that will be theirs when they awaken in the 
golden age. 

'Ve cannot point to Moses as one who was 
promptly obedient; but he obeyed in the end, 
and until we realize that he was a fugitive from 
justice, in danger of apprehension as a murder­
er, and therefore liable to be executed, we do 
not get the proper focus on his conduct. He was 
afraid, and needed to have his fears soothed. 

It is true that he had many excuses to offer. 
He did not consider himself a suitable person; 
he did not know the personal name of the real 
Deliverer; the people would not believe him, 
nor hearken to his voice; he was slow of speech; 
he asked that somebody be sent in his place; and 
though he was eighty years of age he even 
asked his father-in-law for a few days off, proba­
bly in the hope that the old man would say "Xo". 
Even when he had finally started, God had still 
to bring to his attention the fact that in respect 
to his son he had been disobedient to the cove­
nant of circumcision which God had entered into 
with Abraham and his posterity. 

One by one all these objections ,,'ere over­
ruled, and finally he obeyed and returned to 
Egypt to obey God's commands. Thereafter 
everything shows that he was just the right man 
for the job in which he had been placed. It took 
courage to go in before Pharaoh and ask the priv­
ilege of leading two million of his subjects, and 
all their livestock and other property, out of the 
land. But when Moses finally got under way 
nothing could stop him. 

He had the satisfaction of going in before 
Pharaoh; and when the rod that Aaron bore 
was cast before him not only had Moses the in­
tense satisfaction of seeing it turned into a ser­
pent, but when Pharaoh's spirit mediums per­
formed a similar feat he had the satisfaction of 
seeing Aaron's rod swallow up theirs. 

It was forty years later that Moses died, while 
yet his eye was not dim nor his natural strength 
abated. Many a time in that forty years Moses 
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must have chuckled over that experience. The 
fact that he mentioned it when he wrote the book 
of Exodus shows that he remembered it, and it 
would be impossible to remember a thing like 
that without an inward smile. 

H Moses never got another thing out of his 
several tilts with Pharaoh, that one alone was 
worth the price of admission. When the last end 
of the last tail of the opposing serpents went 
down the neck of Aaron's, and the serpent had 
again become a rod in his hands, one can al­
most imagine overhearing Moses say to Aaron, 
"What do you know about that 1 Wasn't that 
enough to take your breath 1 Did you see the 
startled look on the old boy's face 1" 

Bright and early the next morning, Moses 
stood again by Pharaoh's side and turned the 
waters ·of Egypt into blood, not only in the 
rivers, but in the ponds and pools of water and 
vessels of wood and stone. Don't you suppose 
he got a big thrill out of that 1 That was another 
blessing for him to remember, and that one and 
the previous one would not have been his if he 
had not been obedjent to the call. 

A week later he was right back there in the 
court telling Pharaoh that the frogs were going 
to overrun his whole country. How do you sup­
pose he felt when they began to jump this way 
and that and you couldn't move without having 
one of them jump between your legs ?Moses only 
laughed. He knew why Pharaoh was attending 
that frog festival, and he never heard any music 
that he enjoyed more than to hear them croak­
ing. It was just that much more proof that his 
mission would be a success in the end. 

The next job was to tell Pharaoh and all his 
crowd that they were going to be lousy. Proba­
bly some of them were already that, but they 
were going to get worse. And they did. And 
when Moses and Aaron saw the Big Bugs dig­
ging in their hair for the little ones, and knew 
that in a few minutes they would have bigger 
ones and more of them, it was only fun for the 
two that had corne to tell them the plain truth, 
that they must let God's people go. 

And then they came to tell them about the flies. 
They were not going to have a few of them. They 
were to have just billions and billions of them. 
Pharaoh couldn't open his mouth without getting 
twice as much fresh meat in it as there is in a 
15c railroad sandwich. It was no use to try to 
keep them out of his nostrils or eyes or ears, 
and when Moses saw his arms going like a 

windmill in the vain attempt to brush them away 
he only laughed. 

So far it was only fun. Nobody had been 
seriously hurt. But Moses was in desperate 
earnestness, and so thereafter the plagues be­
came harder to bear. All the animals in the 
realm took sick. It had to be. One after another 
the things that Pharaoh depended upon to forti­
fy his will were taken from him. It was his fault 
that the animals were taken sick. His rebellion 
against God's will was the real cause. 

It is something like the financial sickness that 
is upon Christendom now. All the financial ani­
mals are sick. More than a thousand banks have 
gone down in a year's time, some two hundred 
of them National banks, members of the Feder­
al Reserve, though the Fedpral Reserve was 
brought into existence to prevent that very 
thing. The Federal Reserve system is an episco­
palian system: it does the things it ought not to 
do, and leaves undone the things it should do. 

Moses did not laugh when the animals were 
sick, but he did say to himself, 'This would not 
need to have been if Pharaoh had been willing 
to let the people go, but he wouldn't. He was 
determined to have his own way, and now look 
at him. He hasn't a healthy piece of livestock in 
his entire realm.' 

So far, Pharaoh had not personally had much 
trouble. He had been inconvenienced by the 
waters' being turned into blood, and by the ex­
cessive quantities of frogs and lice and flies 
throughout his realm, and upon his person, and 
he had been angered by the sickness of his live­
stock, but the next one that was sick was him­
self. He had boils. 

Those who have had boils, several of them at 
one time, say that as a source of entertainment 
they leave little to be desired. You wake up in 
the morning with them, and nntil you are worn 
out late at night you never forget that you have 
them. They are there, and you know where they 
are. You could touch each one tenderly, if you 
wanted to, but you don't want to, and don't want 
anybody else to. 

When Moses looked at Pharaoh, with car­
buncles bursting all over him, he had to turn 
his head when he laughed; but Pharaoh didn't 
laugh. He didn't feel like it. He felt like saying 
something. And what he felt like saying isn't 
fit to print; and so we don't print it. He had it 
in for Moses after that. But Moses didn't care; 
he was on the Lord's side; Pharaoh was on the 
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Devil's side, and getting the worst of it, and de­
served so to do. 

N ext came the hail. All the crops were ruined. 
Starvation was ahead of the land. How much 
better it would have been had he yielded to the 
will of God. Next the locusts came along and ate 
up all that the hail had spared, and then a ter­
rible darkness, so thick it could be felt. 

And finally came the dreadful announcement 
that all the first-born of Egypt must die, from 
the first-born of Pharaoh to the first-born of the 
lowliest servant in the realm, and the first-born 
of beasts; in the hour when he lost the heir to 
his throne Pharaoh knew, and the Devil knew, 
that Israel would go free. 

Try, if possible, to picture in your mind this 
panorama as it was unfolded before Moses. Here, 
for the first time in history, was what might be 
called a one-man invasion of a great nation, the 
greatest and "wisest" and most powerful nation 
of its times. The man whom God selected for the 
invasion was a shepherd at the time, and, ac­
cording to his own statements, he probably had 
some form of impediment of speech, doubtless 
the result of long years out on the ranges with 
his cattle, with none with whom to converse, ex­
cept for a few minutes at the breaking and the 
close of day. 

The meekest man in all the earth, he was final­
ly brought to obedience, and, as a result of that 
obedience, came to see the mightiest empire of 
his time completely humbled in the dust, and 
2,000,000 slaves, his own people, granted their 
liberties. 

How do you suppose he felt when he saw them 
go out of Egypt laden with the riches of the 
Egyptians which were their due for the unpaid 
labors they had performed 1 

How do you suppose he felt when, his great 
army of followers all safely across the Red Sea, 
he stretched out his rod and the waters came in 
upon Pharaoh and his crowd and the fear of re­
capture was definitely ended 1 

How do you suppose he felt when he was up 
in the mountain forty days alone with God? 
What must have been his feelings as, at his 
word, food was provided, and rocks burst open 
to gush forth the fresh, sparkling waters which 
the company must have to live 1 

'VIlat must have been Moses' inward joy when 
the tabernacle was reared and arrangements 
had been perfected for a typical meeting-place 
between God and man, illustrative of the reali­
ties that have come to us through Christ? 

And how did he feel when, after forty years 
of usefulness r..s the leader and teacher of this 
great army of people, he finally went up into the 
mountain to die, after first telling them that 
"a prophet shall the Lord your God raise up 
unto you of your brethren like unto me; him 
shall ye hear" and thus prophetically he looked 
ahead to the coming of the Son of God, the 
great Savior and Deliverer¥ 

None of these, and of countless other bless­
ings that came to Moses in those forty years, 
would have been his portion except for his obedi­
ence. Had he not obeyed he would have lived 
perhaps a few years longer an unknown shep­
herd back there in Arabia Petrea, and then he 
would have died and have left no impress upon 
mankind. 

How is it now1 Moses is rightly considered 
one of the grandest persons in all history, strong, 
humble, wise, loving, gentle, just, merciful, 
faithful and self-sacrificing. Great as a lawgiver, 
great as a general, great as a ruler, there is no 
question that he always sought to honor God's 
name above all others, and sought the welfare 
of his fellow men. 

When he awakens from the sleep of death 
and takes the place that is awaiting him as one 
of the visible administrators of earth's affairs 
in God's kingdom here below, he will surely be 
one of those that will shine with the glory of 
God, even as a,vay back there he had to wear 
a veil over his fac'e before the children of Israel 
could look upon him. 

The thing that Moses then sought to bring 
about will come to pass easily and naturally, 
because Christ as its invisible ruler will be di­
recting and overruling all of earth's affairs. It 
will be easy then for Moses and Joshua and 
David and all the other faithful ones to give the 
people the kind of government they need and 
for which they were taught to pray. 

In the realm of the law, and as an administra­
tor, there will be none that will occupy a higher 
place than this man, this shepherd, who at length 
was persuaded that it was the will of God he 
should leave his flocks and herds and appear as 
His representative in the court of Pharaoh. 

Disraeli (sometimes called Lord Beacons­
field), Louis Brandeis, and other great law­
givers of his own and other races, will esteem it 
their greatest honor and their greatest privilege 
to come and learn at the feet of the man who in 
his day was "the meekest man in all the earth", 
and they will find him as meek in the future as 
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he was in the past. "The meek will he [God] 
guide in judgment, and the meek ,vill he teach 
his way." "Blessed are the meek: for they shall 
inherit the earth." 

'Yhen the greatest men of the earth assemble 
in council, in the age that is at hand, none will 
have a more honored place than Moses, and he 
will have that place h('cause he "'as obedient; 
and he ,vould have had no place at all had he 

not been obedient. His only regret then will be 
that he did not more immediately recognize and 
accept the will of God when it was first revealed 
to him in the burning bush back there in the 
desert of Arabia Petrea, some thirty-five hun­
dred years ago, and undertake without argu­
ment and without delay the arduous duties which 
he so well performed when he finally came to 
them. 

How to Eradicate Insects 

P OPULAR MECHANICS, issue of Septem­
ber 21, 1931, con tains the following: 

Insects around the home, such as roaches, ants, cro­
ton bugs and bedbugs, can be destroyed by using a 
solution of alum, 2 lb., dissolved in 3 or 4 qt. of water. 
Heat this solution to the boiling point and apply it 
to the cracks and crevices with a brush, where the in­
sects are likely to be. 

Is it not wonderful how the editor of a maga-

By Dr. C. T. RfitS (Ohio) 

zine like Popular Mechanics wi11 puhlish the 
truth about a simple matter of this kind where 
it affects roaches, bed hugs or ants, yet will pub­
lish notbing against the alum used in baking 
powders for human food V Probably he thinks 
the little, delicate cells of the human body are 
more powerful to resist poisons of this character 
than the vermin above mentioned. 
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FOUR BOOKS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE 
They Are Beautifully Bound, Too 

I t\' THESE times of perplexity, trouble and oppression people 
are apt to feel depressed and they often turn to reading as a 

means of diverting the mind. r:L'his diversion is often an expensive 
proposition, however. To spend two dollars, or even a dollar, for 
a novel which is read and laid aside is extravagant, especially in 
these times. Rl'ntal libraries charge fifteen to twenty-five cents 
mer(>ly for the use of a single book, which must he returned in a few 
days, and thrrefore must he rrad hurriedly. Popular magazines 
cost from ten to thirty-five cents a copy and are usually filled with 
a<lvrrtisements and mueh frivolous reading, or reading of negative 
valur. At the ))rst, these means of diversion provide but a few 
hours of forgetfulness, leaving the mind stillmore dissatisfied with 
things as they are. They fail to supply what people really need. 

Judge Rutherford's books are different. They will bring both 
pleasure and profit. '.rhey will bring you knowledge concerning 
things that you never thought could be understood by human crea~ 
tnres. The Bible is made as plain as ABC; and more thrilling 
than any fiction ever written . .Make the experience of thousands 
of other people your own: the experience of finding that the Bible 
is, after all, a sensible, understandable and believable book, and 
that it has a most practical and important message for every in~ 
telligent creature really alive to the significance of the present. 
You can share this genuine pleasure and profit with thousands of 
others by sending in the coupon below. The charge for these books 
is no more than you "'ould pay a rental library for the use of a 
book, or what you might pay for a magazine. These books, however, 
you may retain permanently and refer to again and again, each 
time receiving added inspiration and help from them. 
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o Deliverance o Prophecy o Light (Book II) 

o Vindication, Judge Rutherford's latest book, 35c (no reduction). Or, 
why not get the entire set? The total cost is only $2.60 postpaid to any address. 




