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Christmas, Its Origin and Purpose By 2 H. Barber

7 ITHOUT doubt, a very few have ever tak-

V¥ en the time to Investigate the origin and
purpose of the day which we call Christmas.
Nearly everyvbody takes the easy course, and
takes everything for granted without taking the
trouble to investigate. As a result nearly every-
body is convinced that Christmas is the most
notable day in history because they think it
celebrates the birth of our Savior. Until about
a vear ago, I had never investigated this sub-
jeet myself. Like everybody else, I had taken
it for granted that it was a religions festival
and that the Bible authorized the observance of
the same.

T had concluded that it was proper to observe
the day for the following reasons: It was claim-
ed that it was associated with the birth of our
Savior; it was backed up by many centuries of
popularity; it was a day of good cheer and fes-
tivity ; millions of people seemed to get so much
enjoyment out of it; and the giving of gifts at
this particular time seemed to emulate the ex-
ample of our Savior, who has given so many
gifts to the children of men, and who said that
it is more blessed to give than to receive,

A Proper Subject of Inquiry

The Secriptures, however, tell us Lo “prove all
things; hold fast to that which is good”.
They also urge the Christian to “be ready al-
ways {o give to every man that asks you a rea-
sont of the hope that is in von”; and they warn
us that a true Christian should not be carried a-
way by every wind of doctrine, but that he
should be able o give a “Thus gaith the Lord”
for what he believes and teaches.

Many others have investigated this subjeet

 before [ have, and it i fo them that I am indebt-

ed for such a mass of evidence that it is impos-
sible to doubt its origin and purpose. Both Web-

ster’s and the Standard Dietionary tell us that

Christmas day is of pagan origin. So do all the
encyclopedias. In its issme of December 26,
1927, the New York World carried a full-page
article on Christmas, which showed beyond a
doubt that the day was observed by various
heathen nations for many centuries before the
birth of Christ. On the same date, the Chicago
Tribune, the Cincinnati Enguirer and the St.
Paul Daily News carried shorter articles prov-
ing the heathen origin of the day. So did some -
of the larger magazines of the country. Should
any one desire to investigate the subject fur-
ther, after reading this artiele, I would recom-
mend s perusal of the following four books:
Kitto's [llusirated Commentary; Wilkinson’s
Egyptians; History of Medieval Drama, by
Robinson; and The Two Babylons, by Alexan-
der Hyslop, an English clergman. The last-
named book is specially interesting in its reve-
lations, not only on the subject of Christmas,
but also on other holidays and feast days new
so popular. )

Be Not Offended at Truih

I fully realize that what I shall say will not
please some. However, I assure you that I have
no desgre to offend any one, nor to be unkind to
any one, I am speaking from no other motive
than to help you each and all to be better ser-
vants of the Lord. I do not wish to offer de-
structive criticism, but it is my desire to olfer
that which will be construetive; something that
will help you to understand that Jehovah God
has a subtle, wicked and vindictive enemy; and
that this enemy is God’s enemy and your enemy
and the enemy of all who are trying to do the
Lord’s will, and also the enemy of ali mghteow:
Ness.

This enemy has but one purpoese, viz,, to moek
God, to slander His name and fo deemve those

-\\}m are frying to serve God
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truth from them. To do thig, 1his enemy sets up
false doctrines and deceives the people into be-
Heving that these doctrines arve taught in the
Bible, and thus brings reproach upon God and
His Word. Millions of intelligent people despise
(lod, and doubt the veliability of the Seriptures,
hecause they are led to believe that the false
doetrines of eternal torment, trinity, immortal
soul, the divine right of kings, and the divine
right of the clergy are taught thevein,

The Fountain of all Error

All false doetrines come from the Devil.
The apostle (1 Tim. 4: 1) warns us against false
doetrines in the last days, our day. I guote:
“IThis know,] that in the latter times some

iall depart from the faith, giving heed to se-
du(‘zng spirits, and doctrines of devils.”

This enemy algo foigis upon the pu,ple many
rites, forms, ceremonies, feast days and holh-
davs, and makes the peopk\ believe that these
ave commanded of the Lord; then he makes
these appear attractive by surrounding them
with a glamour of piety, sanctity, and sentimen-
tality, in order to further his deceptions and
keep the peopls in hondage to ignorance and
superstition, so that he may the better control
them

This enemy will be at once recognized as the
Devil. The Bihle tells us that the Devil comes
as an angel of light; which means that he uses
religion as a cover to conceal his deceptions, for
it is well known that deceptions put forth in the
name of religion have greater influence than
any other form of deception. The Devil as-
sumes fo be a friend of mankind, when in real-
ity he 1s man’s worst enemy. e tempted moth-
o7 Fve in Kden, by profes xmg to be her friend,
I want to reveal this encmy in all his hideous-
ness, 5o that none of my veaders will encourage
or support his wicked designs in t;ze future,

If T can show that Christmas dayis a frzm&.,
and an injury to people in general; that it pro-
mm Wome Li\hne, 8, (llbh()ﬂ{‘oh’ Lmd ia‘ﬁmhomi

‘ 1)%9 ’wass and is, io hld@ SO of th@ moqf im-
portant and b@autxiu}. truthg of the Bible, then

e, %hen shmdd .\peet ﬁiaf no g@ad ﬁnnﬂ“

could he said about it, because Jesus said of
'1;;3 Devil, “There is no trath in him. When he

o éxhdﬁ be a ’ble&smv to you. It baum is the
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snoa“e‘l a le, he speaketh of his own: for he ig
a liar, and ﬂw father of it."—John 8: 44,

Practical OGbjections {o Christmas

Before giving the Seriptural presentations,
T wish to ennmerate some practical arm“nenfs
against the ohservance of Christmas.

Because of the unusual demands upon the
people’s time and pm\e, at thig season, and the
unusual amount of work invelved in parcha%ma
and arranging the festivities, it is always
a time of nervous tension and worry. Thus it
has become a real burden to the people, and
many times do we hear people say, “I shall he
glad when Christmas is over.”

Again, there ig no command to observe the
day to be found in the Bible, but we are coin-
manded to obgerve the memorial of cur Lord’s
death, Satan, however, hag taught the people
to give more prominence to the birth of the babe
Jesus than to the death of the man Jesmg, In
order to hide the importance of the ransom, the
J‘lif—-f doetrine in the Christian religion. Hatan

knows full well that if he can east a halo about
the habe Jesus, and get people to feast and
fast and work and w OUV to eelebrate Tiis hirth,
they will, fo a lavge extent, overlook and forget

MELTS
OITTS
Siile

that it was the death of the man Jesns “which
taketh away the sin of the world”, and m;
without the shedding of ihe blood né the A AY

Jesnx, there could b& no remizsion of sins,

With this parpose of keeping the ransom
work of Jesus in the background, the Devil has
eanzed the world to be flooded with eards,
poems, sermons and picinres of the babe Jesus
and Hhs thether, until they are worshiped and
reverenced far more than the risen Lord. Satan
does not want the pﬂowlu to know about the val-
ue and necessity of ﬁlo death of the man Jesus
and of hig resarrection.

Then, too, echolars are agveed that December
23 is not the date of the birth of Jesng. Decems
her 1¢ a winter month in Palestine, and no shep-
berds are keeping wateh over their flocks at
that time of the year, as the flocks are not in
the fields then., The true date of our Lord's
hirth is about Oectober 1. {See Studies in the
Scriptures, Vol, 2, pages 54-62.

Profitecring and Mgsreprwentaimn

Then again, evervbody is well aware of the
fact that the profiteers rob the people during
the Chirisimhas season; that the spirit of rivalry
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and competition enters into the giving of gifts;
that the poor people give more than they can
afford; that often honest debts are never paid
because people spend so much at Christmas
time that they can not pay their debts; that
millions of useless presents are given, which not
ouly waste mon@v, but are just s¢ much junk in

he homes, and a few days later find their way
into the waste basket. Chief among these are
the Christmas eards on which the profifeers
nma ke a profit of from 360 to 1000 percent.

Olten a gift places the one who receives it un-
der an oblizgation to the giver, a very unpleas-
ant feeling if one does not have the money to
make a gift in veturn., Oftiimes gifts ave given
for the selfish purpose of reecivi ing gifts in re-
turn. Still again, Chrigtmas trees are laden with
expensive gifts for the children of the rieh,
while the children of the poor go home from lh(‘
Christmas entertainments w Hh aching hearts,
with an orange or five cents’ worth of candy or
peanuts as a sort of sop.

One of the worst features in connection with
Christmas is the habit which pavents have of
telling Hes to their children abont Santa Claus’
coming down the ebimney and filling their
stockings; and then in later vears they wonder
why the ehildren tell them lics. These lies may
be litile fibs at-firet, but the result is a wicked
hebit formed by the had e\"empse of the parents,

The parents ave reaping what they have sown.

No Honer to Jehovely God
Soll again, every one is as

{

rare of the spirit
of trivolity, dehanchery, drunkenness and vev-
1

clry o pr(f*a[(ém, during the Chrstmas seagon,
and the propensity to overeat, with the result-
ant :mvEm,m shes the next day, Surely none of
these things honor either Jehovah God or His
Son, our Lord Jesno, Kvery one knows that
ﬂmv are g disgrace, Um‘ veob the Chrigtmes sea-
son 1s prolifie of all these excesses,

These reasens ajone are suificient {o condoiun
ail Christmas festivities, but these reasons are
secondary., There are othe r vastly more im-
portant reasons found in the Bible.

Aecording to Genesiz 3: 15, God told the Dev.
il that the seed of the woman would eventually
bruise the serpent’s head. In plain words, God
said that a future seed of the woman wonld
eventnally destroy the Devili

r-*?*""
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power of death, that is, the devil”. The man
Jesus who died on the eross, and whom God
raised from the dead on the third day, and who

-mnow has “all power in heaven and in earth”, is

the One who is to destrov the Devil. The babe
Jesus will have nothing to do with destroying
the Devil,

What Satan Would Like io Do
W" en God told Satau that a
m 1 would dnqtm5 him eventually, the words
sced of the woman” would suggest to the mind
of Hatan the thought of a mother and « son, and
that the sor would be the one who would destroy
him. Consequently, that son weuld be the moz-
tal enemy of Satan. Satan, however, at that
time, did not know who the seed was to be, nor
when the seed would appear, nor when he (Ha-
tan) would be des trowd Paul shows us that the
“seed of the woman” who is to destroy Satan, is
Christ, the Messiah.

The text alrveady quoted {Hebrews 2:14) says
that Jesnsg became a man and died ‘“that He
might destroy the Devil’, All true Christlans
know that Jesus had to die and be resurrected
to the divine plane of being in order to get “all
power in heaven and in earth”, so that He
would have both the power and the authority to
destroy the Devil. Somechow Satan seemed to
grasp ihe thought that the one who was to be
the Messiah must die and be glorified, and so
he determined to make a counterfeit “\{egxmh, a
counterfeit “seed of the woman” for the purpose
of deception, and also in order to confirm that
first Iie uttered in Kden, when he told mother
Tive that she would not surely die. Lef us see
how hie did this.

“zeed of the wo-

Nimrod and Semivamis

Shortly after the flood lived Nimrod, a great-
grandson of Noah, and a very wicked and li-
centious man, MHe married his own mother,
whose name was Semiramis. These two f:uffe’lhu
er engaged in hunting and drunken debauchery,
Finally Nimrod was :‘lum, and the Devil used
the wicked and ecunning mother to foist the
false Messiah on the world. The Devil instigat.
ed the plot and used Semiramis as his dup
She announced that her son and husband ha
been resurrected, and was now a god, an invis-
ible spirit god, and sncceeded in making the
people believe this lie. Semiramis was a wicked,




aim that she was the “woman’, and frhat
surrecied son was the “seed of the woman”
ned by Jehovah Ged in Eden, and that
snrrected Nimrod was the one who was to

astroy the serpent. Here was the begx,mung of
the “mother and son” idea which has been per-
petuated in all the heathen religions of earth,
and which has been -aéop‘%ed into the so- mﬁcd
Christisn religions of earth, and still exists in
our day.

Urged on by Satan, this wicked woman de-
gigned @ symbol of all this deception, as follows:
The dead Nimrod was pictured by the dead
stump of a tree. Semiramis claimed that an
evergreen tree grew up ont of this dead stump
in one ux;hia f‘(“}d {hat this evergreen tree mice
tured Nimrod risen and glovi ;/'10!7 Qﬁ(*m's ramis al-

er son the titles, “the fafi is”

m and a “dor‘m‘. the t
m cen of l

LX u“."«‘
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anniversary of the resnrrection of Nimyod, and
that Nimrod placed these gifts there.
And now comes the explanation of the 25th

day of December being chosen as the bivthday of

ony Lord, The trath is.that December 25 was
Nimred's Birthday, and that all through the cen-
turies people have been celebrating this date.

Neurly all the heathen religions celebrate {his
date. Ifeve, them, is where the Christmas tree

iden originated. However, the day was net eall-
ed Christmas, nor the tree a Christmas tree, un
til the heathen custom was adopted inlo dm
Christian religion, some time in the fonr th cen-
alter Christ.

{ury

: stery of iniqud-
i};"’g is ‘in di,} 1

4 T8
God™, the true .

gradnally ex

im} Exu ‘mH
ly an exeeption,
it ‘Ls same “mother and
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ndles were nlways placed on the
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'rv other 2nd

; n I‘anm (to this dav) they ave

i Tewava; in Asia, Cybele and De-
R

Din i” san

3

2 ami Q*ﬂ \

o ome, Fortuna amd the hoy Jun-
iler; in (,:3*-;,3@,00, (eves with the babe at ‘n._.a

'S'OV phus in her

or Irene with 1‘“% Plut
, the hely mother,

oy in Ching, Chiwv 3
with a child in her arms.

In dapan, | ~u’h}_@l}.i‘~&‘§'i‘i, Thibet and 3loxice,
weo Tind the same “mother and son” id“n; and al-

g0 among the North American Indians.

When the ehildren of Tsrael went into idola-
trv they served Baal and Ashtaroth, a mother
and son, the spurious woman and her seced
(Judg. Z 10-1 ) No wonder Jehovah God was
angry. with t}m sraelites when His own loving
plans were so mxwmbiv counterfeited and mig-.
repres nd His name ﬂw simdev‘ed sl




DecempEn 12, 1928

Other Idolairies of Mother and Son

Other pames given to the son, the false seed
of the woman, in different languages, are, Bac-
chus, Satorn, Molech, Adonis, Cupid, Tammuz,
Achilles and Teotle; while other names given
to the mother are, Rhes, Juno, Venus, Minerva
‘and Diana of the Ephesians. The mother is al-
ways called “the mother of God” and “the queen
of heaven”, while the son is called “the father
of gods” and “the branch”. All the heathen re-
ligions of earth are based on the miserable coun-
terfeit instituted by Satan through his dupe
Semiramis. It is the same general idea, al-
though some of the nations have adopted differ-
ent customs, feasts and rites with advancmg
centuries,

In connection with this idolatrous worship of
the mother and son in all the heathen countries
of earth, there were held numerous feast days
and holidays. These were celebrated with the
wildest orgies, licentiousness, debauchery and
drunkenness. This fact is doubtless the basis
for the Scriptural remark in Revelation 17:4, §
which reads: “And the woman was arrayed in
purple and searlet colour, and decked with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having a gold-
en cup in her hand full of abominations and
filthiness of her fornication: and upon her
forehead was a name written, MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
FARTH.”

Santa Claus the Devil

In the Bible the true church is called a wo-
man, a virgin; and the false church also is ealied
a woman, but a harlot. This false system of ec-
clesiasticism, originated in Nimrod’s day, is al-
so called “the mystery of iniquity”, because it
ig the most iniquitous thing that ever cursed
the earth. 1t was originated by the great deceiv-
er of the whole world, the slanderer of Jeho-
vah God, viz,, the Devil.

To help you get an idea of how successfully
Satan has deceived the whole world, I want to
call your attention to the fact that the name and
title “jolly old St. Nicholas” is a deception, for
any unabridged dictionary or encyclopedia tells
you that St. Nicholas is the name of the Devil.
in the Knglish language, we do not use the
words St. Nicholas, but use Sant s instead,

e GOLDEN AGE

The Magi and Their Gifts ~
The Bible also tells the story of how {his

wicked creature called the Devil and Satan fried

to kill the real seed of the woman, the real Mes.

siah. In the second chapter of Matthew there
is a story of how eertain “wise men” from the
East (that is, from Persia), came to Jerusalem
to locate the babe Jesus. The words “wise men”
are a translation of the word “magi”, which
means magicians, who are men under the con-
trol of demons, and all through the Old Testa-

~ment, magicians, star-gazers, astrologers, nee-

romancers, and those having familiar spirits
are condemned by Jehovah God, and God com-
manded that they should be killed by stoning.—
Lev. 20: 27.

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but Satan set a
false light in the sky, which sentimental people
call “the star of Bethlehem”, and by using this
false light led the magicians 10 Jerusalem in-
stead, to the palace of the wicked king Herod.
Satan knew that Herod would try to kill Jesus,
and the record shows that Herod, with devilish
fiendishness, caused all the male children under
two years of age to be killed so that Jesus eonld
not escape. Howevel God protected His belov-
ed Son against the machmatlons of the Devil.

The Devil directed those magicians, but the
angel of the Lord announced to the shepherds
the birth of the Babe who was to become the
true Messiah. It is interesting to note that the
Devil’s messengers bestowed gifts, gold, frank-
incense and myrrh on the babe Jesus, but the
shepherds, God’s representatives, bestowed no
gifts but went out and announced the faect that
the Messiah was born, a thing which the Devil's
representatives did not do.

Let us Live the Truih

There could be no objection fo the proper ob-
servance of the birthday of our Lord, an cbhser-
vance which would be an honor to His name,
and especially if it were held on the anniversary

of His birth, and in no way connected with the

miserable counterfeit of Satan, an observanes
which would be befitting o sanctified commeon
sense and which would in no way be a decep-
tion, nor be made a source of profit by the prof-

iteers.
When our Lord was on the earth, 1900 years
ago, He established the frue c}mre}z This
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Apostle ‘P*"‘J said, “The mystery of iniquity
doth already work.” (2 Thess. 2:7) Yes, there
had aly !y begun an apostasy from the true
faith. This apostasy consisted of an effort on
the part of certain godless men to adopt all the
heathen customs into the true chureh, and thus
increase their membership by making it easy
for the heathen 1o join the church.

The Bible records this apostasy in Matthew
13:24.28, wheve it tells us that Jesus sowed
good seed, and an encmy cante and sowed tares,

In verses 37-39 of the same chapter Jesus ex-
plained the parable in these words: “He that

soweth the good seed is the Son of man: the
field is the world: the good sced are the chil-
dren of the kingdom but the tares ave the chil-
dren of the wicked one: the enemyv that sowed
them 1 the devil”

The eukuination of this apostasy was reached
in the fourth eentury, when the taves had be-
come so numerous in the true church that they
could outvote the true saints, and adopted, in
their entirety, all the customs of heathen idol-
atry and gave to these the name Christian.
What a slander upon Jehovah God to have all
the Devil's deceptions and frauds called after
the name of His Son, Christian!

Easter a Heathen Festival

The “mother and son” idea was adopted into
the so-called Christian chureh, and now we
have “the Hadmum and her child”. The ever-
green iree which svinbolized the birth of Nim-
rod, with its ie\uwu«:‘:;, drunkenvess and de-
banchery, was also brought over into the pro-
fessing Christiau ehnreh, but for the first time
it was now called the Christinas tree. If is sig-
nificant, too, that the word “Christmas™ me
“Christ’s mass”.

The prominent heathen festival of Faster was
also brought over and engrafted into {he so-
ealled Christian chureh. “Faster” is derived
Trom the name of the heathen goddess, Astarte,
whith is only another name for Ashtavoth, the

nother of Baal. Kaster and its festivals are

uppn%ad to be in henor of the resurrection of
‘the Lord Jesus, Bt Lam at a loss to know how
the pomyp and pride, the selfishness and vain-

glory, the extravaganee and splendor, the bmmv
rabbits and the hot cross buns, the colored eg
nd the cheap and poizoned eandies dis )1aved

ans

 lomps 'm& Lord of lords.
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Away with Pogon Humbugs

Thus the so-called Christian church hag been
thoroughly paganized, and has become thor-
oughly heathen. The Devil has now suceeeded
in grafting his counterfeit festivals, feast days,
fast days and holy days upon the church, and
making it papdor to all the pride and vanity
and selfishness in the human family. Right
here 1 want to quote a witness of highest au-
thority on this point. Cardinal Newman, of the
Reman Catholie ehurch, in a book entitled “De-
velopment” (pages 359, 360), speaking of the
adoption of these heathen customs into the
church, savs: “These are the very instruments
and appendages of demon worship, but they are

sanctified by adoption into the chureh.”

Here, then, is the indisputable evidence that
these customs are of the Devil and were adopted
into the so-called chureh, knowingly. The Dev-
il has sueceeded in nmm - the people to adopt
all his wicked schemes and to give them the
name Christian, in order that thus lie might
mock the great J@}mv b God.

For cen{uues the people have been humbug-
ged with the worship of images, dead saints, rel-
ies, holy candleg, holy water, Ash Wednesdays,
Chrighmas trees with their mythological non-
senge and falseheods about Santa Claus and
hig reindeer; with eternal torment; trinity non-
sense; with the immortal soul idea; signs of the
zodiac; birth months and birth stars; with
beads, erosses, forms, rites and eeremonies, all
of whieh” Lave heenr and arve (fod-dishonoring,
foolish and ehildish.

Away with Demon Weorsaip R
Cavdinal Newman was right when he said
that “these are the very instruments and ap-
pendages of demon worship”, but he was wrong
when he said they were “sanctified by adoption
into the Christian church”. The very opposite
is true, viz., the Christian chureh was degraded
and rapidly beeame filled with tares, children
of the wicked one, so that in our day the church
is reaping what it has sown, a church whose
membership is made up of bootleggers, thieves,
murderers, lars, adulterers, profiteers and
grafters. (lod has been dishonored and blas-
phemed and His truth has been trailed in the
mud,

now all the wicked schemes of the Devil are to
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be exposed and the Devil himself is to be hound
{or a thousand vears, so that he may deeccive the
nations no more., After the thousand years he
15 to be loosed for a little season and then cast
into “the lake of fire”, which means his ever-
lasting destruetion,

The Bible encourages the giving of gifts, and
in most explicit langunage toHs us whom to mal\@
the recipients of our gifts. There are no serip-
fures warranting us in giving gifts to those whe
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do not uneed them. Let me quote: “Whoso hath
this world’s goods, and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion,
.. . how dwelleth the love of God in him?”

The Bible further advises that in giving gifts,
we do not let our right hand know what our
left hand does; but the way of go-called Chris-
tiang is to ua}m the gift on a tree or publish the
name and amount in the newspaper so that eve-
rybody will know about it

Bulgaria the Beautiful

VORGEOUS rose fields, deep valleys, dark
primeval foresls, hills covered with lilaes,
snow-capped mountaing, the blue Danube on
the north and the Black Sea on the east, make
Bulgaria a land of natural heauty and the home
of a contented, bappy, industrions, prosperous
and long-lived people. If it were not for the
politicians and militarists at home and abroad
Bulgaria would he a pavadise, for the Bulgar-
ians are a fine people.

The ecountry a‘ﬁilug.,@t\ 280 miles from east {o
west and 142 miles from north to south, and has
an area of 39,841 square miles. Its area and
population are about the same as of Pennsylva-
nia. The eountry is divided into fifteen dis-
tricts, for purposes of administration.

The mountaing ave known to be rich in min-

erals. The soil iz exeellent, The elimaie is
healthiul. The people are nearly all hard-work-

ing farmers. The eultivation of an appetite for
sour milk has made them the longest-Iived peo-
ple in the world, Ages to 123 years ave not un-
GO!BE’HO’}
rom fime Immemoerial the Bulgavians have

enjoved [ree rights over commnnal grazing and
timber lands. Therefore the idea of conmmu-
nism does not present the same terrors to them
as it does to the two-legged ciphers that have
had their thinking done for them by the paid
tools of the vaer Trust,

Bulgaria is a granary for Italy, Fruoit and
vegetables are raised in abundance, Wine is
plentiful and cheap. Roses are cultivated for
tlie produetion of the attar, exported to the
valoe of $1,500,000 a year. Silkworms are
bred, and tohacco forms an Importaz’»t erop.

ﬁmtm, the eapital, is situated in the western
part of the conntry, on the main line of the rail-
road connecting Vienna and Constantinople, It

© from that

has fine government buildings, hag a univer-
gity for bmh sexes, with 2,700 students, and is
conceded to be the cleaneaig most beaumful and
mest modern eapital in the Balkans. Its arvehi
tecture is a blending of Western progressives
ness with Oriental stoicism. The population of
Sofia is 154,025,

Philippopolig, the ancient eapital, located in
central Bulgaria, ecighty miles seuntheast: of
Sofia, is well laid out, has fine parks and sub-
urhs, and has a huge trade in silk, cotton goods,
attar of roses, grainm, rice, hides and tobacco.
Its population is 84,861,

The only other eity in Bulgaria with a popu-
lation of over 50,000 is Varna, the prineipal
poert of Bulgaria on the Black Sea. (The Blaek
Sea, by the way, is not black, but blue,} Varna
is one of the termini of a railway system of
1,500 miles, and is eonnected by steamer with
Constantinople, 150 miles south, Varna has a
population of 60,761,

A Glimpse af Bulgavian History
LW\I the Hungarians, Turks and Russiansg,
the Bulgarians frace their ancestry ‘w
Mongol or Tartar stock. When they first ap-
peared in the Balkans 1,400 vears ago, they are
described as fieree, dark-haired, ernel warriors,
living in earavang, a terror to the Greek eivilis
zation; but they settied down, as did our own
ancestors, and became rooted to the goil,

A thousand vears ago Bulgaria had posses-
sion of most of the interior of the Balkan penin-
sula south of the Danube. In 1353 the entire
country wag gebbﬁ@d up

tory. The Turks ruled them pohtmailv and ﬂlé
the Greeks religionsly.
Bu]«vama o'btamed her hbm ty at the Borlin
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Congress of Nations in 1878, at the conclusion
of the Russo-Turkish war. IHer history since
then has been a stormy one of wars with Tur-
key, with the other Balkan states, and as an
ally of Germany in the World War. Her mili-
tarists have been her curse, and yet have
brought some blessings too.

When Bulgaria gained her liberty, she chose
a German ruler; and though laden with the old
false ideas of frovelnment by foree, King Fer-
dinand algo believed in education and did much
to make the Bulgars a literate people. Illiter-
aey in the Bulgarian army in 1928 is 17.3 per-
eent.

Bulgaria is the cradle of the old Slavic lan-
guages. The Russian language is iraced to it.
English ig more generally spoken in Bulgaria
than anywhere else east of Germany. The old
style calendar was abolished in 1916, and the
Gregorian ealendar adopted. The press of Bul-
garia is freer than in any of the neighboring
states. The national agricultural school is un-
der the presidency of a young professor from
the University of Wisconsin,

Bulgarians Not Warlike

T SEEMS peculiar to say of a people that

have recently been in a number of wars that
they are not a warlike people; but that seems
to. be the truth regarding the Bulgarians.
Many of their troubles with neighboring states
have been due to the selfish intrigues of the
great powers.

It is true that the Greeks hate the Bulgars
and the Bulgars hate the Greeks, and that they
have been hating each other for 1,200 years.
The Greeks hate the Bulgars beeause, as they
think, the Bulgars have broken away from the
true church; while the Bulgars hate the ovtho-
dox Greeks because, as they verily believe, the
orthodox Greek church is tyrannical, and, for
that matter, so it is.

Thig mu’mal hatred and d1stru%t leads to all
kinds of unhappy squabbles. Imagine a freight
_car from Pennsylvania being stopped at tho
- New Jersey border and all its freight unloaded
_ and reloaded into New Jersey cars, all because
New J ersey lines do not handle cars belonging
’ s of Pennsylvania. That is what the
e Balkans results in,
garians would never have 00110 into
War except for their m}er, hmg
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birth; and against the will of the people, and of
the then Premier Stambulisky, forced Bulgaria
into the war.

When defeat came he abdicated his throne ag
an ‘act of honor’; but he did the dishonorable
thing of vesting the government in the hands
of his son, Prince Boris, in violation of the con-
stitution. Three years after abdication he {ried
to reenter the country, but was stopped at the
border. Heis now in exile, spending his time in
the cultivation of rare plants.

Stambulisky and the Militarists
3KFORE the World War, Stambulisky, one
of the outstanding figures of recent Bul-
garian history, was engaged in journalism and
had a large following among the common peo-
ple. When King Ferdinand threw Bulgaria’s
fortunes into the war on the side of Germany,
Stambulisky went to him and said: “If you
plunge this country and its peace-loving people
into an unnecessary war, sir, you will pay for
it with your head and your throne. The hlood
of the people will be upon your hands, and the
judgment of God upon your soul. I warn you
now of your folly.” Ferdinand is said to have
stood aghast, speechless and pale, but, regaining
his composure, had this brave man thrust into
jail for the remainder of the war. He came out
only to be made premicr, and the avowed en-
emy of all corrupt lawyers, judges, professors,
priests and bishops.

Stambulisky was a man of strong person-
ality, a tireless worker, an extreme optimisi,
an excellent orator, an open-hearted and coura-
geous leader. He told the new king, Boris, that
he might play king, if he liked, but that he,
Stambulisky, {riend of the peasants and foe of
the militarists and other representatives of the
Devil’s organization, would do the ruling, and
he did.

The natural result was that Stambulisky was
assassinated, the militarists seized the gov-
ernment and ten-thousand peasants were slain
in the massaere which followed. Even his en-
emies admit that Stambulisky gave Bulgaria an
excellent government, even if he was severe on
the militarists, lawyers and priests, Of course
they were back of his mmder '

Under Stambulisky no man might own and
se to others more than ten acres of land.
1 s of thls
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required Lo work it themselves. He was respon-
sible for inflicting long sentences on those to
blame for getting Buimna into the World War.

Stambuolisky stoed more than six feet in
height, had an epormous head, a formidable
physique and an exceedingly heavy voice. 3ix
weeks before his assassination he won the elee-
tion with 344,000 votes against 460,000 for all
opposition parties put together. At the time of
hig death he was but forty-four vears of age.
He was born of humble parents and entively
gelf-educated.

Boriz and Tsankofl

TRTITH the death of Stambulisky, King
’ Boris, who seems to be specially iferest-

ed in motoring, and not in much of anvthing
elze, had the am,u m"!b of Stambulisky 1 pow-
£T a8 premier, in the ¢ person of Profesgor Tran-
kolf, M‘pl‘&‘&ehvﬂ‘ii“‘“ of the evowd that Stambu-
lLiskv loathed.

There was violence on both sides; but the
violence was started by the murderers of Stam-
bulisky. Fditors and public men were shot
down in the street like mad doge. Thousands
of farmers were mowed down by government
troons. Two thousand were buiel 101‘9\1 on river
barges and their hodies threwn into the Dannbe,
At least fifteon thousand ‘dis appemmd

Under the military rule of Tsankolf, prison-
ers were tortured; and in one ingtance innocent
men were killed or half killed with axes and
were buried while some of them s{ill lived and
were begging to be digpatched. In reprisals
the farmers blew up a cathedral, trying to kill
the whele of the Dovil's erowd at one time; but

it was too big an undevtaking and only made
matters worse, Atfter that Bulgaria was a
shamble,

Stambulisky bad made land veforms. The
militavists undid them, but they did eoniinue
in foree hig laws requiring every citizen to do-
nate a certain number of days of lahor every
vear, Tor road and railwway conatruction and re-
air,

Since the death of Stambulisky a law has
been passed making the holding of communist
views illegal, and this, mind, in a country whiech
" bas had communal grazing and. timber lands
from time immemorial.

At length King Borig and the militarisis
themselves sickened of the Tsankoff ministry,
and a more moderate man, Liaptcheff, was

e GOLDEN AGE - i

believed to bea just ™
good

placed in puwr e is
man, trying his best to give the countiy a
government and a rest from wars,

the People

boast of being a peazant
people, enioving 1o the utmost the hapd
work of umple country life. They look with
suspicion on the cities, as well they mav, Their
ambition ig not to drift eitvward bnt fo prosper

on the farms, where they were born.
On.@ erson m every 1,700 attaing the age of —

t

Fersonal Traits of
HE Bulgavians

huodred vears. These are peasants, brough
un to drink sour milk and evenfually getting to
like it. As all man's troubles start in his intes-
tines, and the sour milk makes t“v@ ntestines
healthy, it is hard to kill a Luh rian., Few of
thens have ever received ‘medi

any kind., They keep well instead,
Elementary edueation iz obligatory up to

fourteen vears of age. The 8lav chureh is en-
tively cevemonial, nothing else to it wh q?ever,
The people are very fond of musie, but there
very little national mngie, Mogt of that piayed
is of Tarkish origin. ‘

The Bulgariang ave vory fond of pienicking,
one of the simplest and szanest diversions of
life. They are execedingly industrious, and as
fond of keeping what they earn as anv Scof,
bat, like him, theyv pay theiv bills promptiy.

CAlthough the eountry of Bulzaria has nearly -
as many Jews as Lummmm vet it has no Jewish
question, and it has no Rumanian, Greek, Ser-
bian or German question, This speaks exceeds
ingly well for the pmpln A vesr ¢ g0 the gov-
ernment gave expregsion o his {rait in the fol-
fowing eommunigue:

Up to the present time we bave not dveamed for a
sing]e moment, ner shall we dream in the future, of
depriving them of the saeved right of speaking their
mother tongue, of bearing the names of their {aihers
and aneestors. All our mincriiies have their schools,
where i taught the language of these minorities, their '

mosques and synagogues, wheve they pray to God in

their own idiom. Thanks 1o this tolerance
shonld be common, among all pooples, thers
question in Bulgaria of violating the rights of minor-
ities, there ave no-perseeutions, no complaints.  For
thig very reasen there 15 no emwraimn from Bulgaria;
people immigrate thither,

All that the Bulgarvians necil to be perfectly
happy is Christ’s kingdom, the kingdom of God,
and that is all any people needs, .

which




Lightning Worke

”%, HAT chemical action upon potatoes takes

place when they are eooked in an alumi-
NI, 'ﬂateﬂew cooker? Arve their food values
changed during the cooking process?

Tioeg the same chemical action apply to vege-
tables other than potatoes, and ave their vita-
mines destroyed while being cooked in alomi-
num diches?

Should meats be cooked in aluminu‘-ﬁ waler-
Iegs cookers or other aluminum vessels?

Such questions are received in nem“iy every
mail, which ghows that the public are becoming
interested in knowi ing whether or not their foods
are being injured, debtroy% or made deleteri-
ous by heing cooked in aluminum utensils, The
seientific answer to such questions would prob-
ably not be understood by the average laity, so
the writer will use an illustration which any one
can mm“rfhewd, a simple aluminum deviee cali-
ed “Magic Siiverware Cleaner”. The little piece
of metal two inches square, one-sixteenth of an
inch thick, was made of aluminum and possess-

ed something called “magie”. However, the
agent seiling the device did not say it was made

of alominmm. This quality of aluminum is
" known as the burning or “catalistic” power. If
18 very similar in this respeet to other metals
which possess high “activity”; as radium, etfe.
It should be of great interest to all to know
what | mnpens to the silverware or why it be-
comes clean and looks polished. within three
minutes after each plece in the iw% waler comes
in contact with a little soda and the “Magie
Cleaner”. As no other metal used in cooking
hag this “magic” element, this writer thought
for our health’s sake, it might be advisable to

investigate what action the burning or electric

power of .humumn. might have on potatocs
cooked therein, with or without their “skins” or
“peelings”,

The experiment with the “hMagic” cleaner
proved to be valuable, as‘repwsumd by the
aluminum salesman, A whols kettlefni of sil-
verware wag beauntifully cleaned within thres
minuies, soving a whole ot of time, polish and
“slhow grease”, After this remarkable experi-
exnce, this writer became inguisitive and asked

the asal%mdn bow many of the eleaners a Houge-
_wife should keep on hand, thinking that such 2

__nowerlul eleaner would 'he of no value after it
was used several times, The reply w

as that one

By Dr. Charles 7. Beits

cleaner was sufficient to clean a thousand batch-
es or EKeltlefuls of old, tarnished silverwave
and that the cleaner would then not disclose
cver half a grain loss from its surface. This
was indeed astonishing, What could the “Mag-

” be, or the phenomena which produced a near

‘miracle? Then, while pondering over what we

had seen in our kitchen, my
statements joining each other upon the zame
page of our evening daily paper. One of them
was evidently paid for by aluminum advertisers
and oceupled about a quarter of a page. It is
quoted as follows:

[¥rom Toledo Blude, Toledo, Ohio, December 19, 1023}

ASK YOUR DOCTOR
ARK A CHEMIST
ASK A METALLURGIST

He will tell you that the way to prepare eclean,

wholesome food is to eook it in
ALUMINUGM EITCHEN UTENSILS
ALTMINUM COMPANY OF AMERICA

To complete the above cirele they should have
added one more ifem: ASK YOUR UNDERTAKER.
Otherwise the above ad nseds no comment, It
is the writer’s opinion that we shall need such
men soon enough without being assisted én fhieir
direction by aluminnm kitchen utensils.

The other item was just a “home hint”, but by
some peoniiar coincidence the following item
was placed in the eolumn adjoining that with
the above ad., The two statements were so at
variance and so contradictory that it seemed 1m-
]mssﬂ' ie that any newspaper could make such a
mistake as placing them side by side. Here is
the quotation, word for word, as it appeared in
the rjolodo Blade, Toledo, Ohio, December 19,
182 '

eyes viewed two

LIGHTNING WORKFERS

COOK YOUR RIIUBARD OR FRESH TOMATOES IN THE

DISCOLORED ALUMINTUA PAN, THEY WILL ACCOMPLISH

IN FIVE MINTUTES MORF TIIAN YOU COULD BY

SCRUBBING FOR AN IIOUR.

fter reading the ahove quotation we decided

1o ciean all onr old silverware by placing a to-
mato in an ordinary aluminum dish, with g
pinck of soda, and in this manner the dish, as
well as the silverware, would be cleaned. Alu-
minum companies advise in their printed mate-
rial, that the tomato used for the cleaning pur-
pose should be eaten; but we advise throwing it

away, e*:peeiaﬂv after it had been performing
.“he;htnmg” servwe.}

Huwever,, it 18 my opinion
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that aluminum kitchen ufensils are the “light-
ning workers”; ingtead of the tomatoes or thz,
rhubarb.

If a very small plece of aluminum 1s mazgzc K
an d a larger one made into a dish is “lightning”,
it is this writer’s opinion that the vitamines so

ecessary to life may he “eleetroeuted” or other-
wise 0 bm’md that they are destroved when
they come in eoniact with the metal. It may be
well to look inte the seientific side of the gues-
tion from the viewpoint of prominent medieal
authorities and learn if the elcctric clarge or
the activity of alaminmu compounds alfeels
food accessory substances, called vifwmines,

Now we come fo the meat question, It takes
an average of 101 pounds of oxidizable food
malerial which must he consumed (burned) by
the animal before it can possibly preduce three
pounds of meat (or ash), mostly an alkaline
substance mixed with liquids (urine, efe.};
therefore meat is not a food for man, but a sub-
stance which is a result produced from eating
or the consuming of food. The vitamines have
all been nsed up in the “meat making” or “grow-
ing” procesg. Therefore cooking meat does not
destroy any of the elements of life, because they
are already dead before ccoking. This is why
meatb 18 used, puncmaﬂv to please the palate,
Iike whiskey, and is a similar stimulant, which
cances bodily activity in ovder to rid itself of
such intake, Alumimum is an acid metal and has

an attraclion for alkaline substances; so meat
E)v\oomos the attacking element upon aluminum
cooking nfensils and dissolves large quantifies
from the ware, destroying it. The Jarger quan-
tities dissolved from the cooking dishes there-
fore become mixed with the meat or gravy, and
a powerful poison is produced; so the ingested
alominum compounds may make dangerous the
eating of meats thus prepaved, and especially
i this frue of chicken standing in the ware after
being cooked, Fruits and vegetables, on the oth-
er hand, are attacked hy the ware, and their
food values (vitamines) destroved. High Unit-
ed Stateg health officials and ex-officials do
not agree in this matter, At the present time,
one set of men in high official authority advise
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againzt the cooking of acid foods (fruits and
vegetables) in aluminum utensils, and on the
other hand our ex-officials like Dr. A. 8. Cush.
man and Dr. Harvey Wiley caution against
cooking alkaline foods (meats} in such ware. 1t
may be possible that if we follow the advice of
both, this writer helieves, we shall exereise
good judgment in avolding the use of aluminum
for any cooking purpose.

Object lessons ave sowetimes needed. Oflen
n newapapezs are reported cases of group poi-
gonings, people made desperalely ili at ban-
quets, dinner parties, ete. Such reports have
come from various parts of the country. Huu-
dreds of persons made violently ill {rom eating
foods most carefully selected and prepared by
their own people for some public gathering,
turning jov into shock and grief and anxiety
and death. So often have these events included
the preparation in aluminum ware of the food
served that suspicion naturally attaches to this
incidental fact. Sometimes the food is merely
stored for a long period in aluminum. Some-
times it is also cooked in aluminum.

Directly after an extensive group poisoning
oceurs, many statements appear in the publie
pww in the particular cities where the poison-

1g takes place. The statements give the infor-
mauuu to the publie that aluminum is found in
milk, eggs, cherries, all {ruits and vegetables,
in fact almogt everything we eat, inchading hak-
ing powders, drinking water, ete., 8o aluminum
is not a poison, there is no such aunimal, ete.
Gther articles appear which tell of aluminom
cooking utensils” being used in mawvy hogpitals,
in numerous hotels and at health resorts, where
health foods are manufactured and that these
facts prove that aluminom eooking utensils are
not poisonous, ete,

Many of such articles appear in the daily edi-
tion of neWspapers, within a few hours follgw.
ing the group poisoning. This has led the writer
to believe that editors are constantly supplied
with such articles in advance, so that when any-
thing goes wrong with aluminum eooking ware
at l)anquets and persons are pm&oncd the
prepared for the oceasion..

Multitudinous Changes in Afghanistan

OLLOWING the world-wide practice of com-
p&%hng everv}»udv to ltmk and think and be

of their bair,

of Afghanistan

whiskers, sandals, loose and con
able shirts ang
in plig hats,
patent leather

mrban

hoes{ They WIH ase chairs alsa,




Y DAUGHTER poisoned herself through
continuous use of food eooked in aluminum
vessels. T made her an offer to read the articles
on aluminum which have been published in The
Golden Age; but she said, “Ne.” In eight or ten
_ days she got sick at her stomach and could not

&

Another Untimely Aluminum Death By Thomas T. 'Wief

Sj.t u:[) He}‘ GODditiOﬁ bgeame
Aﬂoti er dauﬂ'hter came 19

I have iron vesse :
much better, . -

T he Golden Age Kaﬁendoqwgye

Rozmd Trip to Hell
' B ALWAYS claimed that hell is the grave,
and that everybody will make the Iound
trip. Now it seems there is in Norway a rail-
road station named Hell and round trips to it
are sold every day in the year.

* Persian Ladies Lose Their Veils
HE Shah of Persia, following the example
of Kemal Pasha, has ordered the ladies to
remove their veils. A rule has also been pro-
mulgated that women shall be permitted to at-
tend social funections.

Japan Adopts Jury System

TO QUIET the restlessness of the people and
give them greater confidence in the courts

the J apanese government has now adopted the

jury system for use in eriminal cases W here the

penalty may be death or three or more years

of imprisonment.

International Telephone Service

ALL points i the United States, Cahada and
Mexico are now connected by tlancatluntlc

teiephmm serviee with all points in Great Brit-

ain, Germany, Belgium, Holland and Switzer-

hnd, and \\nh certain points in France, Den-

~ mark, Norway and Sweden.

Danqem of Hypnotism
k. D. N. Buenaxax, of Cambridge Univer-
7 gity, Kngland, recently delivered a lecture
n which he boasted of hypnotizing students so
-~ that they conld pass their examinations and
 stated that under hypnosis musicians can im-
provise brilliantly and many blind and deaf per-
sons can be cuved. He did not explain, and
probably did not know, that hypnotism invokes
and receives assistance from the demons and
that they exact a terrible toll, frequently reason
and »oftm hfe itself, in the end.

. forviable to wenr.

Details of Saimr P&m . '
TIIL new plans for the Sahara include the .
ﬂoodmg of 10,076 square miles of land
which is now from fou' to one thousand feet he-
low sea-level. 1t is evident that mueh of this
land was af one tine cultivated by the Romans,
and possibly by some such plan as is now com-
templated.

Covering a Town with a Curiain
THIN a few seeonds, by the mere press- .
ing of an eleetric button, a town in Ger- :
many may now be covered with a cloud of dense
white smoke three handred feet high, stretching
over an area of five hundred square yards. It
ig intended to thus econceal German cities
against air attacks,

Stocking Alaska with Buffalo :
AVING stocked Alaska well with earibou,
. moose and Tibetan yaks, the government
has now turned locse in the vast Alaskan plains
thirty head of Buffalo, two and three years old,
from herds in Montana. It is anticipated that
from this nucleus the plains of Alaska will be-
come richly stocked with Buffalo and that it
will become one of the world’s greatest game
centers.

Girls Now EBoss the Boys
A TONDON headmaster, with over fifty
vears’ experience, declares that since the
advent of short skirts and hobbed hair the girls
have become the hosses of the bovs in school life
and that if the male is to retain his dominance
it is absolutely essential that a dress reform
take place at once. Nobody can deny that male
garb is an absolute disgrace, wholly unsuited to
its intended use, tight, stiff, impenetrable to
light and air, wnpleasant to inok at and unecom-
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W!zere are the Dead?

m Ouver Topee leetured in Glasgow to
prove that the dead are not dead, and th he B
¢ Students marched wp and down the streets
- with eandwich hoards offering to sell a reply to
_ his lecture. As a result, in a few hours, they dis-

rosed of 5,000 cepies of Judge Butherford’s
ook, Wheve are the Dead?

Air Moils to East Indies

HE Duteh Govermment has opened ite air
- mail line to the Xlast Indies, and several
p]ane% have alveady made the six-thousand-mile
ilight, Fleven flights are plansed for 1829, At
the first of the year the British will put on a
serviece over the same route which may operate
every two weeks.

E@?im Cists Down the Noise

T HRLIN has found a way to cut down the

5P noise. When an automobile or ‘noier:)rcy(%e
creates undue disturhance the driver is politely
arrested, taken fo the police court and given a
lengthy and eourtecus cxplanation of how to

drive with less noige. It serves all the pur‘vme

of a fine and atfains the desired end of less
noisy driviug.

reaching to the Power Frust

wv. Dm. J. %"; WimyY DURKEE, Pivmou th
¥ (Congregational Church, Brooklyn, must
have heen preaching to the Power Trust \xﬂhen,
it is r@poytedg he said in a recent sermon, Lwe,
laugh, love, grow, fovee everything to yield ¥
goul cmmmm& Squeeze every pieaawe as it
passes, taking the EaL.. t drop of gweelness from
it.” We don’i see the need of telling the Power
Trust to do someihing they have already heen
doing.

Ne War, but No Disnrmament

Y THE Kellogg Puei the naiions of earth
have agreed that war is a beastly and il-
legal business, but do you suppose that they
have agreed or will agree to disarmament? Not
a bit of it. They have been discussing it for ten
vearg., Fverv fellow iz willing that the other
nation should disarm, but not his own, Right
in the midst of the excitement over the Kellogg
Pact comes the news that Britain and Franee
have agreed {o double-cross America in their
naval programs, which shows once miore just
how far am;body can trust a British diplomat,
o1 & French one either, for that matter,

e GOLDEN AGE

New Haven Esad Gratitude -
OMEBODY tried to wreek a New Ho
train bearing two million d’nﬁa wingo
350 passengers, %}V driving a &pxke betw 10
ends of two iﬁllm A trackewalker saw it
being unable to remove the spike, flagee
’imm and saved the gold and the lives of the
passengers, The name of the track-walker was
withheld from the publie, and we wonder why,

Iy

Various Kinds of Christions
T SEFMS from the Federal Censns of i'&ﬂm’
ions for the year 1926 that we had al thet
time nine kinds of P1 ebhvmuans, eighteen kinds
of Baptists, nineteen kinds of Mcthodists and
twenty-two kinds of Lutherans, with 2 grand
total of two hundred and thirfeen kinds of
Chrigtians then practising, Fiftv-eight million
Americans are not identilied with any churdh.

Felephone Service Chile fo Uruguay

~OUTH America is now happy in the comple-

tion of a telephone servica connecting Uhile,

Argenting and Umwuw, and we can be happy
vith her, These achievements ave doing more
for the world than all the hattleships, armies
and ehurches conld ever do. The cities of South
Ameriea are being rapidiy paved, sewered and
put in {irst class condition,

The Gambler's Paradise
TH{L gambler’s paradise is the New “&o*‘
stock exchange. In November a seat, which
carries with it the right to gamble in the great-
est gambiing hall in the world, was sold for
$925 OOG What farmer would be willing fo pay
$325,000 for the ella:‘ce to gamble with the
weather, the weeds, the pests and the markets
for his erops? If he P aid that mueh, would he
find his farm a profitable venture?

Toriure in Huropean Prisons

TALY, Poland, Russia, Rumania and Lithu-

ania are named by the Manchester Guardian
as couniries in zome or all of which politieal -
prigsoners ave kept in iron cages, or in prison
cells the size and shape of coffins, women are
kept under male ‘Warders, confesgions are exe
torted with elubs and even with red-hot irons,
and in not a few instances inmates have heen
driven to insanity. Mind! These things are
taking piaee to vour fellow e in ﬁm very
vear of .19"8 ’




Navigation of Airplanes by Cables

FREN{CH inventor, Professor Loth, has

demonstrated that airplanes ean be guided
by ivdum@n currents from cables buried under-
ground or in the d@pdw of the sea. It is believed
that this invention, now being installed at Le
Bourget {iving iidd, will enable the flying of
planes without the aid of navigalors. All the
aviator will have to do is to foliow the cable.

Autogyro a Compleie Success

The La Cienva's autogyro is evidently a com-
plele success anc @oh'os the question of
how {o descend from the skies within a small
area. When it eam@ down at f.c Beourget,
France, after its first flight aeross the nglish
Channel, it moved less than three vards after
striking the earth. The speed is a hundred
miles an hour. The autogvro is a slow riger,
but the takeoff may be made after geiting up
speed by running in cireles, something not pds-
sible with the ovdinary airplane.

Trousers in Persia and Rolivie
N THE mad rush to get evervhody into tail-
or-made clothing the Shah has now ordered
everyhody out of their comfortable clothing
and into the coat and tronsers of the most un-
comfortably-dressed beings in the world., When
this same rule was recontly enforeed in Lo Paz,
Bolivia, 1t 1s said that ten thousand persons
mareched the streets in a demounstration against
the rule. Probably the number of mavchers was
exaggerated, but possibly not. La Paz has a
normal population of 100,000 persons.

Portuguese Must Wear Shoes
HE ediet that everyvhody in Porfugal must
wear shoes gseems like a most ar};i’[rary rul-
ing. It looks verv much as if somebody 1 ad a
surplog of shoes to sell and had gof next to the
raling powers of Portugal and ha.d themn ivame
up this law so as to turn the shoes into soney,

:it will be remembered that Unecle Sam 12t the

:,""m’io Ricans in shoes when the native: wers
'hennf: preparved for their partin the Worl:{ War,
’ v be some mililary pressure baek
\ W Portuguese edict. But when you
me to think of it, why should any one man
have the nerve fo tell cumther what he must
wear on his feet?
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Jawbone Was Really a fowhene

TRAVELER in Palestine reports having

seen a sickle which was liferally made of

t‘i‘;e jawbone of an ass. Six of the back teefh
had been removed and kuives inserted in their
placeo Very evidently the weapon with which
samson slew the Philistines wag a woapan with
which all the agrieultural pecple of his time
were well acquainted.
Robding the Dead
CH;{NESE thieves have rvobbed the roval

tombs of seme §50,000,600 worth of jewels.
That is a mean trick, but not half as mean as
the Power Trust has been doing, for they have
been robbing the common people, chm_g g
them extortionate rates, and then forking these
excesg earnings over to the Wall Street crowe
for speeulalion purposes. On top of all that,
they bave been hiring everyhody in sight and
out of sight to pmdaém from the housetops
that that way of doing is the only possible way
to keep the country from going to the dogs.

eland’s Censorship Bill

_g‘EL Irish Free State has under considera-
fion a Cengorship Bill, and this in a time of
peace! Concerning this bill Senator W. B.
Yeats, a prominent member of the legislature,
a Protestant, recently said to the reporter of
ster Guardian:

The Free State Censorship bill, if it beeomes law,
nay inflict a dangerous wound on the Irigh intelleet.
At the least, it will degrade us in the eyes of the mod-
ern world, The objeet of the whele bill is to hide
knowledee from the eyes of our young people, lest
knowledge should be abused, Theve is the taint of
hypoerisy about the whole proceedings.

The young people of Ireland do not deserve e be

reated as if thoy wera fools or dolts, and I do not
think they will stand it.

They need wmo more protection than the young
people of England or Franee, Lt our zealots do
what they will, they ean not retain the old order un.
changed in Ircland, The new world keeps breaking
in. Our voung people are right to weleome it, and
they must learn to ehoose the good and eschew the
evil for themselves. ‘

There was a public burning of Judge Ruther-
ford’s book Deliverance in the town of Kilkeuny
recently, and it is probable that the real objeet
of the Censorship Bill is to keep the knowledge
Oﬁz (wd s kingdom out of the Free BState.




The Diner’s Lament

THESE days of indigestion .
It’s oftentimes a question
As to what to eat and what to lef alone,
- For every microbe and bacillus
Has a different way to kill us,
And in time they always get youfor their own.
There are germs of every kind
In any food that you can find
On the market or wpon the bill of fare.
Drinking water's just as risky
Ag the so-called deadly whiskey,
And it's often a mistake to breathe the air.

"The inviting green cucumber
Gets most everybody’s number,

While the green corn has a system all ils own.
Though the radish seemns nuiritious,
Its behavior ig quite vicious,

And a doctor will be eoming to yvour home.
Jating lobster, cooked or plain,
Is merely flirting with ptomaine,

While the oyster sometimes hag a lot to sav.
And the elams vou eat in chowder
Make the angels chant the louder,

For they Imow that vowll be with them right

away,

at a slice of nice fried onion
And vow're {it for Dr. Bunyon;

Apple damplings kill you quicker than a train.
Chew a cheesy midnight rareb:
And a grave yowll soon inhabif,

Oht to eat at all is such a foolish game,
Eating huckleherry pie
Is a pleasant way to die,

By Roy Atwell
While sauerkraut brings on softening of the
brain. .
When vou eat banana fritters,
Fvery undertaker titters,
And the casket-makers nearly go insane.

When eold storage vaults I visit,
I can only say, “What is it
Aakes us mortals fill our svetems with such
stuff?” “
XKow, for breakfast prunes are dandy,
If a stomach pnmp is handy,
Or a doctor ean be found quite soon enough.
Eat a plate of fried pig’s knuckles
And the headstone cutter chuckles, =
While the gravedigger makes a note upon
hig cuff. ’
Fat some lovely red hologna,
And you'll wear a wooden kimona
As your relatives start scrapping ‘bont your
stuff.

All these crazy foods they mix
Wiil float vou ‘eross the River Styx

Or they'll start you chimbing up the milky way.
And the food you eat in courses
Means 2 hearse and two black horges,

So hefore they eat some people always pray.
Luseious grapes breed "pendicitis,
And their juice leads to gasiritiy,

So there's only death to greet you either way.
Fried liver’s nice, but mind yea
Friends will soon ride slow behind you

And the papers all will have nice things to say.

—HRoyal League News Letfer.
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This Cut Is

Too Small

HIS cut, made for us by our

esteemed  ecartoonizt, J. C.
Phiimer, is too small. It ought
to be abont ten feet square and
pasted on every bill-board in the
U. 8. It represents big clergy,
big business and big politicians
comfortably seated on a stool,
with their Jeft foot cheerfully
gmashing the stuffing out of the

common people. Aceording to our

wnrtoonist, however, it looks as
if there is 2 surprise awaiting the
stern-locking gent: for behind
him is the giant firecracker, Ar-
mageddon, likely to go off at any
minute, and to the great excite-
ment and ultimate relief of the
people,




Constipat
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,‘]LLE':' “A\ KER, Lfmrlo“, has gone after
and “researchers” in a book
Ol ¢aNCers ¥ AI(L iz causing British people to
sit up and mke notice that all is not right with
the medical profession. The book has the mck--
ing of Sir Arbuthuot Lane, one of the most j
iv famons SUTgeons ROwW livi ing. Sir Arvbal

uses hix brains hefore he sfarts cutting,
Ay, Barker goes affer the }"{‘\Q@a*'chws ham-
mer and tongs. e says that Th?v have been so
busy-looking for ¢ eancer gerny” that ﬁam* have
overlookes .i t e eommon gense end of the inves-
tigation, whether what we put into our stomachs
13 nwt ihe eause of it a1l Ife tells us what we
to have sense enough fo know without

5:@13’3@; told, that cancer and chronic constipation
are pract i'slh SYNONYINOUs,
Cancer is a diseage of aivilization, Wheve the

neopla live on Uo sh frits and vegetables, and
dyink pimst& of water, and where they ean not
afford almminmm cooking utensils, eancer is
pjéwtwalh' ’ﬂnknov'n. Mr. Darker eoncludes
th {0 a microbe, nor te ob-

nov 1o (,fhr«;mm irrita-
is not a }awmi diseaso,

his L om hig book:

- is o‘n' ous, ,
of the greatest seandals of modern times. It calls ‘fu‘r
a scarching publie Wuquiry, The researvchiory ave tri-
fling \wah the eaneor preblem and ave misleading the
publie, and thus they are chicfly responsible for the
terril ,L, ino‘v‘m;c of the eancer mortaiity,
Between 1911 and 1828 eancer deaths in
and Waules have inereased Trem 35,502 1o 2, or
by fully fifty p“rmf while during the same period
the 1otal mortality has deelined from H27,810 to 453,-
804, Tu 1911 one death cut of evers ugnt was due to
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aneland

iom First, Cancer Next

cancer, In fifteen short vears the velative eanecr mor-
tality lias practically been doubled. These figures suf-
fice to condemn the methods of investigation and of
treatment hitherto followed.

¥ am not a disappointed claimaut for the funds of
the research organizations. I have never applied to
them or o any other organization, or individual, for
money to pursuc my inguivies. The work which §
have done hag heen financed from my own limited
means, Tor I should have felt ashamed and humiliated
to aceept tainted money from any of those bodies
which 1 have £elt compelied to held up to public oblo-
goy and exceration. ‘

Claneer never
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If he ean net obtain exereise in the m*di;

should do physical exerciscs cvery day. Natives are
constant  exereisers.  Iven  their mwﬂul ohed-at

stomach danees are nothing more nov less than stom-
ach exercizes.

Afcat is Just poizen fo the av crnge unhealthy man,

Those v.'l’m egulate their feeding and health i the
wise way will not dic of cancer in their later years.

A mild, non-stimulating, natural diet, consisting
largely of fresh mnmanipuiated foods, diminishes the
pam and diseomtort of the caneerous, and prolongs
heir lives,

We may well believe that wise dictetie treafn
may oceasionally lead to the eure of caneer,

rend

STLING cloge nnder a chain of proteciing
Mlq that surround a tiny {ree-lined va lley
own of perhaps
our handr@d families, If 1s a pretty t«
s:.%ean gireets, good homes, and ig fast a
ity quota of public buildings of pﬂod avel
ture. Its residents are mostly of the middle
rhing classes, with a sprinkling of bankers,
ailroad officialy, professional men and retived
farmers,
~ Very few of thoge families are of the poor-un-
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three hundred {ifty or
Vi, with
uwnm*

By a Mother

to-poverty class. In faet, three-fourths of them
own their own little homes, Two-thivds of the
other one-fourth arve of that class of working
men who are q’*(}“}]’)eliwi’ to live wherever the
vagaries of their positions lead them. The
other one-third of the one-fourth are just plain
misfits, or, perhaps, of that class of unfortu-
nates. with whom fate is for ever at war. ,

Being prosperous, up-to-date, not at all lack.
ing in the sort of brains needed to keep any
town on the map so far as things of worldly in-

ii8




Drcexrer 12, 1928

terest are concerned, they feel it necessary to
keep step with the larger cities that lie within a
few hours’ ride by train or auto.

Being personally acquainted with many, and
having the opportunity of getting accurate
knowledge of the doings of many more, I am
safe in picking an example from among the self-
constituted leaders of the town’s social strue-
ture.

The social life of this family is built upon the
false standard of the world; and this life is not
an exceplion, but the rule among those who
style thembelveb leaders. These false standards
are constituting a problem of the greatest mag-
nitude fo myself and to other conscientious
mothers.

This family hovers in the closely proteeting
shadows of Christianity’s doors, while they car-
ry on in anything but a Christian manner.
There are six in thisfamily : father, mother and
four children. ,

Papa is a hardworking dupe who steps to
the tune of a grasping, social, aspiring mamma
and elder davghter. The three remaining chil-
dren ape mamma and elder sister as clogely as
their budding years will allow, with the resuls
that, to all sensible people, the entire family
have become a synonym for foolish extrava-
gance,

The elder daughter, not yet sixteen, {launts
her silken-clad self in ihe face of schoolmates
and teachers alike in an atrociously foolish man-
ner. The ronge and powder and lipstick she
uses would keep an orvdinary-sized family in
meat on a two-week schedule,

Should ghe be reproved for her ungeemly con-
duet and wav of dressing, fond Mamma rushes
to the reseue, and there is a geene distastefnl in
the extreme to all concerned.

Lessong are pursued only io the oxtent that
enables her to “keep in the swim” with her elass-
mates.  After-school hours are employved in
stratting the streets and in ogling strangers or
in going on a jov-ride with thn callow Vouths of
her acqnaintance.

No wholesome teaching of the work of true
womanhood enters into the home training; so
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there is plenty of time for daughter to pursue
her own special brand of pleasure, with the re-
sult that other and more sensible mothers’ chil-
dren become dissatisfied with the loving re-
straint placed upon them and kick up a row
which is hard to combat in view of the fact that
the average child of that age today is smarter
than were their grandmothers at an adult.age.
Simple games of childhood pall under the
spell of moonlight rides and the singing of bois-
terous songs and flinging of vulgar repartee.
Public hall and barn dances at distant villages
thoroughly squelch the efforts of the mother
who plans an evening of innocent fun for her
children; and a surreptitions passing of a
hootch-scented bottle, or a package of Camels,
in the ballways and cloak-rooms of the high

-school seems fo prove a source of fascination no

amount of common sense ean dispel. “Do it, if
vou want to be popular,” is the motto.

Paraliel to their desire for uncurbed actions
runs a cocksureness of self that would be laugh.
able if it were not so pitifvl and devastating in
effect,

This same high school freshie 6f whom I am
writing has come from a distant dance hall at
two in the morning with questionable compan-
ions; hag entered a restaurant under the influ-
ence of drink and condueted herself in a way
that makes one blush for shame at the thought.
The next day she comes to school as nsual, tak-
ing every opportunity to impart the guestion-
able knowledge she had aecquired during her
night’s adventures to her other and more in-
nocent <>omp(mions.

Thig is only a sample of the things which con-
seientious mothen must eontend with. I ean
write of manv more hap*}enino‘% similar to or
worse than the ones I have deseribed. Fvery
parent faces these problems in every town, vil-
lage and eountry home, .

Some are heedless and guilly of perpetrating
the false standards that give countenance to
such happenings; and some, a very few, are try-
ing to overcome them as best they can for the
sake of their loved ones. May Chm“«t S kmffdom.
come quickly!

New Spanish Roeads

EW toll roads of the most modern con-

struction are now building in Spain, They
will exeeed in width any other roads of the kind
in cither Hurope or Ameriea and will be built

fic and will build a

with lateral ways for eyele and motomyc}e
iraffie. Bpain is m‘ﬂ\wg a bid for tourist

encireling the county




Experience in the Hurricane

N SATURDAY night, September 15,1828,

we did not gleep well on aceount of the high
northwest wind blowing {rom the lake., QOur
houge was situated on the shore of the lake. The

wind increased steadily. About 11 am. Sanday,
Walter Lowe, a {viend, came in his car to take

s to his hquseg which is four miles farther
norih. Ife had read in the morning paper of
the severity of the approaching hurricane. But
we thought our howse as sale as his and the
ridge higher heve. Many left for other places,
Oue of our neighbors, who has alwavs been very
friendly to us, called in the alternoon and stay-
ed until 6 pan. He said he would return at 9 ».
. and that the best thing for us to do was fo
remain in the house,

The storm grew in intensity, with all the
matrks of a tropical hurricane. The neise was
so deafening that it was with difficulty that my
husband and T could hear each other speak. We
stood at the epen door with blavkets around us,
The water then was knee-deep. Shortly the win-
dow near us blew out, broke in pieces and fell
across the doorway. The house shock and reel-
ed under the repeated blasts of the storm.

We realized then that it meant ecertain death
to remain in the house; so we picked ounr way
the best we could over the debris and out of the
doorway into the darkness and the fury of the
storm. QOur house wag built in a hollow. The
ground rises to quite a hill toward the road
away from the lake. We ran to this high land
and threw ourselves on the ground, holding ou
to the grass. We peered back to the house,

straining our eves In the darkness, and soon

saw the gleam of the metal roof on the ground;
so we knew {hat the bouse had collapsed and
that we had left 1t none too soon.
We remained on the hill for some time. Then
eame a lull in the storm, and we tzwug}.st it
better to try to get to one of the neighbors. We
found our way fo the road and &tomwod at the
first house, only to find it surrounded by water.
We got into the next house, wading through
water. We were treated very kindly, movuiedi
with dry clothing, ete.

There were seven of ug together in this honse
nd we all thought the storm was over. But no,
sturned with renewed fury. Some of the

ig had already been torn off. Now the de-
went on and soon the whole roof

near Lake Okeechobee By Mrs

CE. Hunder

was torn away from the main part of tlie build-
ing, the kitchen remaining intact, So the geven

of us gathered In therve. When if geemed almost
certain that this also would be wrecked, we de-
cided {0 face the raging elements and the dark-

BeRE,

o wWorer

boed

This wos th t of that night of fer-
ror, fov soon we were all in the water to the
wailst., I glipped and | !3 inlo a deep hole and
the water went over my head. It seemed that
the end of the way had come for me. The
thought croszed my mind, “1 hope it will not
take long {o die)” Dut evidently that was not
the Lovd's will. My hushand seemed to have
superhuman strength given him. ie veached
down and puiled me up.

WWe goven then sin 1;:'316(; on till we came to a
vire fenee with the fop above waler, which gave
us a hold, and we clung to it for some time,
Then we went on trying to find a footing, We
were {ov ate to discover a rlank and we reost-
ed they eut we eould, ’Tim rain came down
in ’f(n’z‘ems. It felt like haitl, and oh, sc cold!]
We could not sce whether the rlank was on the

road or on a pile of debriz.

ar
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We vemaimed there quite a whih‘, when some
one sngzested that we try to get to a house for
shelter. Twe of the moen, with ‘ih aid of a flash-
Light, picked their wayv to the ridge and shorily
returned with the repo 2t that there was a house
nearby with the roof still on. Hoew ‘thankful we
all were to gol out of the rain, In our wet
clothes woe shivered with ﬂle cold and longed
for ﬂle f%rst rav ol dawy

The light of day never fiemued 50 weleome,
As we stepped out and saw the terrible wreck-
age, we maarveled that we were still alive. We

tmnod te Ar, Hansen's house and found that
ﬂm kitehen had stood the storm, the roof being
still on. If we conld have forcseen that, it
would have saved the worst part of the sad ex-
perience. However, we had used our best judg-
ment; that 1s all any one ean do. 1f evil follows,
God can overrule it for our eternal welfare.

Along the ridge not many houses are stand-
ing, on]v the well-constracted ones. W e with
mwmany other refugees, found shelter in the
schoolhouse, where we stayed for two nights,
sleeping on the floor with guilts under us. The
Bed CUross soon came into eharge and pmmded
food for all ’
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On Wednesday, about 5 pa., we tock the
emergency bus (provided by a coast county) for
Fort Launderdale via West Palm Beach. The
way out of the lake region was rough. Con-
nor's highway was overflowed with water the
greater part of the way. Tt seemed at times as
if we might get stalled. It was like driving be-
tween two canals. Our eaveful driver made the
grade, and we breathed a sigh of relief, When
we reached the twenty-mile bend (whiclh is half.
way) and were over the bridge, there was a dry
road all the remaining way.

We arrived in West Palm Beach about nine
o’clock in the evening and were reeceived most
kindly at the headgnarters of the Red Cross.
Two veoung men interviewed us and listened
vith deep interest and sympathy as we went
over step by step of our experience in the dark
vight of horrer that had overtaken the dwellers
along the southeast shove of Lake Okeechobee,

We renewed our Journey fo Fort Lauderdale,
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cheered and comforted by the kindness and sym-
pathy of our fellew men, and the provision
made for our temporal needs by delicious re-
freshments. Abent 11:30 pa. we arrived in
Fort Lauderdale at the courthouse, where we
were provided with comfortable lodgings for the
night. We had a late breakfast and were
then driven to our home three miles southwest
of the courthouse. We found our house here un-
harmed, and we were truly thankiul for all the
kindnesses which had been shown to us,

Many ave the lessons in store for the human
{family: and no doubt this sad disaster which
took the lives of so many and destroyed miilions
of dollars’ worth of property will aid in turning
the minds of the peonle toward God as the
source of all help and toward His kingdom es-
tablished on eavth as the only remedy for every
11l to which flesh is heir. The people will then
learn to sing with heart and voice: “Praise God
from whom all blessings flow.”

Mo Power Trust In Britain

T MAY intervest yon to know that in most

cities and towns in Dritain eiectricity, gas
and water are supplied by the municipal author-
ities, and the people would not dream of hand-
ing these sevviees over to private enterprises.
For household purposes in Manchester and dis-
trict, an average price for electricity would be
5d (10 cents) per unit for lighting and 2d (4
eents) for heating and power.

AMany people have what is known as the “Nor-
wich Tariff”, which is a fixed quarterly pay-
ment of 20% of the 1814 ratable value of the
property, plus 1d {one cent}, in some cases 3,
per unit for all enrrent consumed. This rate is
favorable where current is used {or cooking.

Many authorities hirve out electric cookers at
about 5/- or 7/6 per quarter. The Manchester
Corporation Flectricity Depavtment commenced
to do this akout four vears ago and they have
now passed the 4,000 mark.

Very many towns also operate their own
tramears and busses, and make them pay too.
Not only so, the Corporation of Manchester
builds its own tramears, and is at present ex-
tending the works. The municipal authorities,
not having dividends always in front of them,
keep the rolling stock in much better condition,

By L. Kwsey (England)

also the permanent way. They provide good
uniforms for employes, better pay, shorter
hours, and better working conditions.

I have enjoyed reading The Bessenger. The
description of the factory interested me very
much, We shounld like to have heard the lecture
from Detroit, bnt it was not the Lord’s will. We
advertised it in the local press and hope a wit-
ness wag given in this way. There is every in-
dication of a change of government next spring,
and I should not be at all surprised to see the
mocialists in power. If that should be the case,
maybe the way will be opened up for broadeast-
ing the truth; and such an event as that might
even result in the removal of the Canadian re-
strictions. Anyway, we hope go,

The cooperative movement is making im-
mense gtrides over here. The socicties are open-
ing new premises everywhere, and buying up
shops here and there. The larger societies pay
thelr -members ten pereent and more each
guarter on all purchases, in addition fo inter-
est at five percent per annum on all share capi-
tal, which includes any quarterly dividends
which are not withdrawn; and you can buy al-
most anything from the cooperative stores, and
at the same prices, as a rule, as at any other
stores, and membership is open to all
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A Favored People

[Broadeast from Station WBBR,

New York, by Judge Rutherford.]

HIS morning consideration

will be given to natural
Israel, who long enjoyed the
special favor of Jehovah God.
Also the reason why Ie select-
ed that people.

Jehoval’s way is always
right. It is a great satisfae-
tion to the seeker of truth to
know that Jehovah God can
never be wrong. “As for God,

Judge Rutherford,

keepsie, N. ¥.;

Cleveland, ©Ohie;

Watchtower Network

Broadcasting of the weekly WATCH-
TOWER HOUR through the newly or-
orgavized WATCHTOWER chain of ra-
dio stations began Sunday, November 18,
Kvery Sunday morning, from 10 to 11
(Kastern Standard time), this WATCI-
TOWER program, including lecture by

the following stations:
WBBR New York;
WCSH Portland, Me.; WOKO Pough-
. ; WFBL Syracuse, N,
WODA Paterson, N. J.; WGBI Seran-
ton, Pa.; KQV Pittsburgh, Ia,; WHEK
WMAL Washington,
D, C.; WOL Washington, D, C.; WTAR
Norfolk, Va.; WRT Charlotte, N. .

pression for a time but permit-
ted it to continue that the
Israclites might have their
hearts turned to Him. They -
. ceried unto God for relief, and
God sent Moses to Egypt to be
the deliverer of the Israelites,
In that Moses pictured the be-
loved Son of God, Christ Je-
sus, whom Jehovah sent into
the world to redeem the people

may be heard over
WOV New York;
Y.;

his way is perfect: the word of
the Lord is fried: he is a buckler to all those
that trust in him”(Ps. 18:30) The meek
desire to be taught and led in the way of
God hecause it is right. God’s favors are
for such. “The meek will he guide in judgment,
and the meek will he teach his way.” (Ps.
25:9) The one who desires to be led in the
right way prays as David prayed: “For thou
art great, and doest wondrous things; thou
art God alone. Teach me thy way, O Lord;
T will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear
thy name.” (Ps. 86:10, 11} Such receive the
favor of Jehovah and His favor is that which
is of greatest value. (Prov, 16:15) Such rest
confidently by faith in the Lord. “For thou,
Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt
thou compass him as with a shield.” (Ps. 5:12)
“Tn his favour is life.” (Ps. 30:5) These great
and unchangeable truths set forth in the Serip-
tures stand boldly forth as a true guide for
those who desire life and peace.

The lineal descendants of Abraham under the
guiding hand of Jehovah found a domieile 1n
the land of Egvpt. God took them there to use
them to make pictures foreshadowing His plan
for the reconciliation of man. Egypt was a pic-
ture of this present evil world, of which Satan
is the god. Abraham’s descendants, the Israel-
ites in that land, were greatly oppressed and
persecuted by the ruler of Egypt and bis agen-
cies, The Israelites had a great desire to be re-
lieved from this oppression, In that condition
they represented the peoples of earth suffering
under the oppressive hand of Batan and his
agents and vepresentatives. The peoples of
earth now have a great desire to be delivered
from oppression and to be brought into a con-
dition of peace and happiness.

Manifestly God did not interfere with this op-

.

of the world; and then again
He comes the second time to be the great De-
liverer of the peoples of earth from the oppres-
sion of Satan and from sin and death.—Deut.
18:15, 18; Acts. 3:19-24.

It was when God sent Moses inte Egypt that
He first revealed Himself as to the meaning of
His name Jehovah. By that name He was to be
known among the Israelites, which people were
to be His favored people or nation. The name
Jehovah also signifies His purposes concerning
Hig favored people. Mark how Ie directed Mo-
ses to say to the Israelifes what He purposed
then to do. He said: ‘I will do for you these
things.” “I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaae,
and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty;
but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to
them. Wherefore say unto the children of Is-
rael, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and
I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will re-
deem vou with a stretched out arm, and with
great judgments: and I will take you to me for
a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye
shall know that I am the Lord your God, which
bringeth yon out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians. And I will bring vou in unto the
land, concerning the which I did swear to give
it to Abraham, to Isaaec, and to Jacob; and I
will give it vou for an heritage: I am the Liord.”
—Hx. 613, 6-8. .

Jehovah then made a eovenant with the
tion of Israel. By that covenant He grea
ored and favored the Israelites. Am
things He said to them: “Now ther
will obey my voice indeed, and
nant, then ye shall be a pee
nie ahove all people: for
And ve shal ‘
and an holy 1
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nant is designated in the Serintures as the law
covenant, {(Gal. 3:17) It had to do with prepar-
ing the way for the reconciliation of man to
{od.

A clear distinction must be made between the
law of God and His law covenant which He
made with Israel. The law of God concerning
man is His expressed will. It is the rule of ac-
tion which He provides and which commands
ohedience to that which is right and punishment
for wrong-doing. Abraham kept God’s law,
namely, Iis expressed will, as far as he knew
it. But Abraham was not under the law cove-
nant. “Because that Abraham obeyed my voice,
and kept my charge, my eommandments, my
statutes, and my laws.” (Gen, 26:5) “For what
saith the seripture? Abraliam believed God, angd
it was counted unto him for righteonsness. For
the promise, that he should be the heir of the
world, was not {o Abraham, or to his seed,
through the law, but through the righteousness
of faith.”"—Rom. 4:3, 13.

In the covenant God made with Abraham con-
cerning the “seed” He used Abraham, and Sar-
ah his Wlfe} and Iszaac his only son, symbolical-
1y to illustrate and picture the covenant and the
offspring thereof, Abraham pictured Jehovah
(iod; Sarsh pictured the covenant; while Tsaace
pmtured or represented the “seed” or off-
spring of the covenant. God made other cove-
nants in which a woman was used to represent
the covenant. In the law covenant, here under
consideration, (God used Hagar, a bondwoman,
to picture the covenant, and her son Ishmael to
foreshadow the offgpring thereof. This allegory
or picture was for the purpose of instructing
particnlarly the Christiang whom God in Ilis
own due time began to select and prepare.

Abraham, I%a&c and Jacob were designated
as fathers by the Israclites. The law covenant
was not given to them. “The Lord made not
this covenant with our fathers” (Deut. 5:3)
Their fathers were dead before the law cove-
nant was made, The original promise made to
Abraham, and which was confivmed to Isaac
and Jacob, was speeifically regarding the “sced”
through whzch blessings should come to ali the
 families of the earth, God’s promise was not

depcndent upon any works of the law. His

was unalterable and the law added
0. Sinee I'saac was not nnder the
h@ pictured the “%eed % Wmch is
v covenant, »
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AGAR was an Egyphian woman. (Gen.

16:1) She pictured or represented the law
covenant. ((al. 4:24) It would geexy appropri-
ale therefore that the covenant, which she repre-
sented, should be made in Egvypt. God’s prophet
Jeremiah wrote concerning that eovenant: “The
covenant that ¥ made with their fathers in the
day that I took them by the hand, to bring them
ont of theland of Egvpt.” (Jer, 31: 32} “Accord-
ing o the word that I covenanted with you when
yve came out of Mgypt, so my met remaineth
among you: fear ye not.” (Haw, 2:5) These
seriptures show that the law covenant was made
in Egypt in the day that the Israelites came ont
of Kgypt, and that it was exactly 430 vears
from the time Abraham entered Canaan.

It was on the fourteenth day of Nisan, 1615
B. C,, that the Israelites Ieft Figypt. Their first
passover was ingtituted and eaten on that day.

“And it came to pass at the end of the four
hundred and thirty vears, even the gelfzamne dav
it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord
went out from the land of Kgypt.” (Iéx. 12:41)
Paul ecorroborates this tfestimony when he
wrote: “And this I say, that the covenant, that
was confirmed before of God in Chyist, the law,
which was four hundred and thirty vears atter,
cannot disannul, that it should make the prom-
ige of none effect.”—Gal. 3:17.

The Apostle Paul wrote: “For where a cove-
nant is it is necessary for the death to be
brought in of him that hath covenanted; for a
covenant over dead persons is firm, sinee it is
not then of foree when he ig living that hath eov-
enanted.” (Heb, 9:16, 17, Rotherham) This
same text the Emphatic Diaglott renders, “is
firm over dead vietims” The passover lamb
was the vietim to be slain, Moses was repre-
sented in the passover lamb; and, the lamb be-
ing slain, Moses was wnmdeled dead from that
time. Thig is further proof ag to the time of
the making of the law covenant and that it wasg
made m Kgypt.

On the fifteenth dayv of the second momhy
after leaving Egypt and while in the wilderness,
the Israelites murmured against Moses because
of their hunger. “Then said the Lord unto Mo-
ses, Behold, T will rain bread from heaven for
you; and the people shall go out and gather a
certain rate every day, that I may prove them,
whether they will walk in my law, or no. Six
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days ve shall gather it; but on the seventh day,
which is the sabbath, in it there shall be none.”
{Ex. 16:4, 26) The law covenant was then in
force. That was before the lsraelites reached
Sinai.

At Sinai
‘%VHAT took place at Mount Sinal in con-
nection with the law covenant was about
fifty days alter the Tsraelites left Egypt. Mani-
festly at Sinal the action theve taken was the
dedication or confirmation of what had taken
place in Egypt at the time of the passover. At
Sinai the law of the covenant was specifically
stated to the Israelites, First was given the fun-
damental law, which constitutes the ten com-
mandments. (Hx. 20:1-17) That was followed
by the statutory provisions of the law. At the
dictation of Jehovah, Moses wrote the law, and
then it was delivered to the Israelites. Animals
were sacrificed at that time and the blood there-
of was sprinkled upon the altar and upon the
people. (Ex.24:7,8) This was a confirmation
or dedication of what had been done in Egypt.
At the passover in Egypt the Israelites spriu-
kled the blood of the lamb upon their door posts
and over the door of the house, and all the fam-
ilv remained inside. That was equivalent to
sprinkling all the members of the household.
There the blood was a fest nupon each one of the
household.

Why Made v

TV should Jehovah make a covenant with
the Israelites? Surely not because they
were worthy er that God was under any obliga-
tion to them. They had deliled themselves with
the idols of Egypt. When God was about to
lead them out He said: “Cast ye away every
man the abominations of his eyes, and defile not
vourselves with the idols of Egypt: I am the
Lord vyour God” (Izek. 20:7) ™This proves
that they were not deserving of God’s favor.
Then why should God make a covenant with
them at all? Jehovah bad made His covenant
with Abraham, which must stand firm. He re-
stated it to Isaac and to Jacob. These men con-
stitute the fathers of Israel. God loved Israel
for their fathers’ sakes. The apostle writes:
“As touching the election, they are beloved for
the fathers’ sakes.” (Rom. 11:28} Through His
prophet God said: “And I have also heard the
groaning of the children of Israel, whom the
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Fgyptians keep in bondage; and I have remem-
bered my covenant.” (Ex. 6:5) It ig here stated
that God remembered His covenant. What eov--
enant did Ie remember? The one with Abra-
ham, of course, because at that time the law
covenant had not been made. “Wherefore say
unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and
I will bring you out from under the burdens of
the Iigyptians, and I will rid vou out of their
bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched
out arm, and with great judgments.”—HKx, §: 6.

The inspired words of Paul show a reason for
the law covenant: “By the law is the knowledge
of sin.” (Rom. 3:20) “I had not known sin, but
by thelaw.” (Rom. 7:7) “For uniil the law, sin
was in the world: but sin is not imputed when
there is no law.” (Rom. 5:13) “Sin is the trans-
gression of the law.”(1 John 3:4) “Where no
law is, there is no {ransgression.”—Rom. 4:13.

Had the human race been sinless there would
have been no need for a law covenant. The de-
seendants of Abraham were and are children of
Adam, who by reason of sin brought eondem-
nation upon all. (Rom. 5:12) Laws are not made
for righteous men but for sinners. “Knowing
thig, that the law is not made for a righteous
man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for
the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and pro-
Tane, for murderers of {athers and murderers
of mothers, for manslayers.” (1 Tim. 1:9) In
discussing the law covenant Paul says this is
the reason it was made, to wit: “Wherefore
then serveth the law? If was added because of
transgressions, till the seed should come to
wiliom the promise was made; and it was ordain-
ed by angels, in the hand of a mediator. Where-
fore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us
wnto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”
—{al, 3:19, 24,

Jehovah God is the source of all life, and-none
can have life everlasting who oppose Him. Sa-
tan the enemy would turn all men against God;
and that would result in man’s destruction, with
no hope of life. Therefore God announced His
law to the Israclites for their good and for the
good of all mankind. If is noted that the first
statement of the fundamental law is concerning
Jehovah as the only true God. “I am the Loxd
thy God, whieh have brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
Thou shalt have no other gods before me, Thou
shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or
any likeness of anything that is in heaven

¥
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above, or that is in the earth heneath, or that is
in the water under the earth."—Jix, 20:2-4,

The doctrine taught by the clergy that there
are three gods in one, which they call the “holy
trinity”, is in direet contravention of the above
statement of the fundamental law of God. The
“trinity” clergymen teach the people that there
is God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost, z2ll equal in power and in personal-
ity and in eternity. Such is in direct contradic-
tion of the first great commandment.

In addition thereto the clergy tell the people
that Mary is the “mother of God” and that she
has and exercises the power to intercede for for-
giveness of sing and that the people may pray
to her for that purpose. They go further in vio-
lation of God’s plain statement in the law and
make graven images before which the clergy
worship and before which they call upon the
people to fall down and Worshlp Thig 18 fur-
ther proof that Satan the Devil is the author of
the doetrine of the trinity, and the author of the
practice of worshiping a woman and praying to
her, and of bowing down before graven images,

When God gave Israel the ten command-
ments, which are properly called the fundamen-
tal law, He was placing before the people the
faet that the only way to life is by being obedi-
ent to Him. This He did for the benefit of the
people. It was the purpose of the Devil to turn
the people away from God, and he has used the
clergy for that very purpose. Whether he has
deceived the clergy or whether they have acted
deliberately makes no difference as to the re-
sult. It does prove coneclusively that the clergy
do not represent the Lord God. God has re-
peatedly magnified His word and kept the great
truths thereof before the minds of truth-seekers
that they might learn the way to life everlast-
ing.

All His laws are consistent with and based
upon the great truth that Jehovah is the only
true (fod. Satan has forced the issue, “Who is
God?” and that issue must be determined on the
side of Jehovah, and all who ever get life must
take that side. Jehovah is just and righteous.
That great truth God anncunced to Israel at
lonnt Sinai. From that time forward the law
would serve as a schoolmaster to lead Jsrael in
_ the way of righteousness until the coming of

’{he promlsed “sced” through which the Jews

wonld ive their blessmg Without the law,
the coming of Chmst Jesnus, the
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law? how readest thon? And he answering said
 Thou shalt love the Lord

DBroosLyy, N. ¥

beloved Son of God, every Jew would be turn-
ed away from Jehovah and none would there-
fore have an opportunity to be made a part of
the “seed”. The law covenant was given to Is-
rael because of Israel’s sinful condition.

The “seed” of promise must be wholly and
completely devoted to Jehovah God. If one,
knowing God, turns his heart to Satan, then he
is impure. By the law covenant God showed Is-
rael what was required of her to be holy unto
Him,

Likewise the Word of God, which is His law
and expressed will, serves to lead the Christians
and to teach them that Jehovah is the only
true God and that His plan of salvation is
through Christ Jesus the “seed” of promise, and
that there is no other name under heaven given
among men whereby mankind can be reconciled
and saved. {(Acts 4:12) But now the clergy de-
ny the Word of God; they deny the shed blood
of Jesus Christ, and teach that men are inher-
ently immortal and can not die and that by
means of man’s own efforts he can bring him-
self up to perfection. This is another proof
that the clergy do not represent God and Christ
but represent Satan the Devil. God is now
bringing to light the truth on this and similar
matters that the people may sce the necessity
of forsaking that which is called “organized
Christianity”. Those who thus earnestly and
honestly seek the truth God will show the right
way.—kE's. 25:9.

Promised Life

UT did not the covenant promise life to the

-# Jews if they would keep it? It did. “Ye
shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judg-
ments ; which if a man do, he shail live in thent”
(Lev. 18:5} “For Moses deseribeth the right-
eousness which is of the law, That the man
whiel doeth those things shall live by them.”—
Rom. 10:5.

Had the Jews kept the law of God perfectly,
would they have been granted everlasting life?
Certainly; because (God had so promised, and
He always keeps His promises. (Isa. 55:11) If
there is any doubt in any mind, the words of
Jesug make the matter clear. “And, hehold, a
certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, say-
ing, Master, what shall T do to inherit eternal
life? He said unto him, What is written in the

God W}th all




Beart, and with all iy soul, and with all thy
strength, an 5 'ﬁz all thy mind; and thy neigh-
bour as thyeelf, And he gaid unfo him, Thou
}m%‘t angwered right: {his do, and ﬂum ghalt
live—Lmke 10:25-28,
When Jegns eame, did He
Teetly? He did; and that proves that the law
wum be kept by o perfect man and that no one
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Belier Things F@ms:’wz’aw»d
AUT deelaves that the law Toreshadowed

&
zood things to come. (Heb, 10:1) While
the law covenant was made primarily beecause

of the {ransgression, God emploved it also to
make shadows or fuemres of Elis plan for the

reconciliation of man to Himself, The apostle
Turther states: “Then verily the fivst eovenant
had alse ordinances [ceremonies] of divine ser-
viee, and a worldly [orderly arranged] sanctu-
ary.” (Heb. 9:1) What were these ceremonics
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and orderly arrangements of divine servieo?
At the time of making the covenant in Egypt a
Iamb wilhout blemish, a male of the {lock, was
slain and its blood sprinkled uwpon the door-
posts which served as a means of salvation to
the Jews on the passover night. That lamb was

eaten, together with udoawred bread. (E=x.
12:8) That ceremony must be repeated or per-
for 110{1 o ench waz theveafter on the four-

£ Jix d fhe saerifice of Jesus,
od, who would redecer
Hﬂ was Lanm

(N1
riie

ony ‘ém Tan-
God made
nan from deail
This cerem

ony
calter

IKe aWay the sin
GTInee d by John

w of Josus—

The law ¢ ovenant mewm shows absolutely
t ransom saerifice of
$in- of*ﬁl"mg' o be made
: members of the “seed”

‘u,’ ind in general, Awo
1t covenant fcr shadowed a new and belter
eafter 1o ho made; and the cere-
noeetion therewith hore testimony
ﬂ' ere would be a long period of
on ﬂw making of that new
; g confirmation or in-

time elapsing b
covenant and the 1
anguration,

s had puat forth their best
keep t /‘z e law covenant, would any
,ecial'ﬁnm f1t have resulfed to them? Yes. They
1l have shown their faith and confidence
in (“mi and His w’omi%e 5, and their allegiance
to Him vather than alleg giance to the Devil. The
Jewish clergv who were leaders of Israel did
not try to keep the spirit of the law eovenant.
They kept it in form, with their months, and
outward show, while their hearts were far re.
moved frem Jehovah., (Isa. 26:13) Thev were
frauds and hypocrites, making an aum’ard show
for a sellish reason. (Matt, 13-35) They
elaimed to be ehildren of Ab]?abam, but Jesus
told them plainly they were Hars and children of
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the Devil because they wounld do Satan’s will
and not the will of God. (John 8:39-44) The
fact that they were sons of the Devil g shows that
they had no faith in the law covenant and were
not trying to keep it. Their exaet counterpart
is found today in the so-called “Christian cler-
ev”, whe, ‘having a form of godiiness, deny the
power thercof’; and ﬂom such the people are
warned to “turn away”’.2 Tim. 3: 3,

But some of the Jews did {ry to keep the law
covenant. They had faith in God, and they did

their best to oheyv Him. \Yhmz Jesus came He
found gome of these who were looking for the

coming of the Xlessiah, and t}‘ﬂi' accepted Ilim.
The leadeis, looking to the letter of the law, ex-
pected the mming of the Alessiah: hn ‘( ey
were looking for Iim from an (‘mpdy selfish
motive. They practised fraud and deecit. When
“Jesus saw Nathansael comingf to himy, ... [he]
gaith to hiw, Behold an Tsraclite indeed, in
whom is no guile!” (. Fuhn 1'4 ) Nathanael then
and there accepted Him as the Son of God and
the King of I’smeL “Nathanael answered and
saith unte him, ;\ta‘a)biy thou art the Son of God:

thou art the King of Israel” (Jobn 1: LL() He
had no deceit or sublerfuge about him sueh as
did the Pharisees. He and other honest Jews
kept the spirit of the law because of their faith
in God and in the promised “seed”. They were
pleasing to God and accepted by Him, not be-
cause of the law which they atiempted fo keep
but by reason of faith in Christ. TUpon this

point Paul savs: “Knowing that a man is not

justified by the works of the law, lm‘[ by Hm
faith of Jesus Christ, even as we have believed

in Jesus Christ, t hit we might be 3uwn 9‘1 by
the faith of Christ, an £ by the works of th

law: for by the'works oi the iaw shali no flesh
be justified.” (Gal 2:16) Those who did have
faith in God and in his pmm;;so’«‘ and who {ried
to keep the Iaw, to them the law served as a
schoolmaster to 1ead them and safeguard thew
unto the coming of Christ. (Gal. 3:24) They

were therefore a people greatly favored of God,

not

,TH Ellaw ecovenant had a mediator, And why?
= Becauge the people of Israel were not eom-
ut {0 enter into a covenant with God. They
e sinners by reason of inheritance from

in. Moses was appointed the mediator

od snd Israﬁ;l in the covenant, {Gal
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3:18) Wags not Moses also born a sinner; and,
if s0, how could be be a mediator? Moses was
born a ginner; but by reason of his faith in God
and cbedience to His commands, therehy prov-
s justified by taith and there-
fore accepted by Jehovah as a competent one to
enter into a covena nt ag mediator for Tsrael.
(Heb. 11:23.28; Ex. 3:3) Concerning Moses
Jehovah said: ';i\ &ervan’t Moses ., . . ig Taith-
ful in all mine house.” {Num. 12:7, 8) “Remem-
ber ye the law of Moses my hm'.an‘t which [
commanded unto him in Horeb for all l«wﬂ

with the statutes and jndgments” (Mal. 4: }
“Thig {}10»«“&] 18 10 that was in the church in
the wilderness with the ang@‘i which spake to
‘hm in the mount Sinal, . . . who received the
7 [Living] oraeles to give unto us"—Acts

Moses as mediator of the law covenant fore
shadowed Christ the Mediator of the new and
hetter covenant. “I or the law was ?LV"H hy Ao
ses, but grace and truth cawe by Jesus Christ.”

John 1:17,

Made Under the Law
%, HY was it necesgary {or Jesus to he hor‘:h
a Jew? God through His wo}i s fore-
told that the Redeemer would come from the
seed of Abraham. That of itself WouhH suf-
ficient, The Apostle Paﬂl siows an additional
reason when he gsays: “But when ‘uz.e fulness of
the *ime was come, God gentforth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem
them Hmt Were un(xm the faw, that we night re-
coive the adopt sons (Gall 4:4, 5) The
Jews” being unal ]0 to keey the law covenant
proved them to be sinpers and therefor
cervants of sin. The hm* defines =in, and ‘ne
7 ot the terms of the law gendm:ed
Fosing A

inability to me

them unto the bon dv Y sinners thev
could not become the sons of God, Of their owu
selves they could not get from nnder this dis-
abilitv, They weuld 1 i
istence be subject

cfore during theiv ex-
{o bondage.—lich. 2:10.

In due time Jesus came. He was not a son of
H‘ waar, and thevefore can w‘t be said to he the

‘seed of the law covenant’. The faet that He was
made under the law cvidently means that He
was under the discipline of the law ecovenant
from the time of His birth, as a child, until His
congsecrafion.  In this same connection Paul
says: “The heir, as long as he is a child, differ-
eth nothing frem 5 servant, hc«h‘h he he lord
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of all; but is under tufors and governors until
the time appointed of the father.” {Gal. 4:1, 2)
The Son of God from His birth until His ma-
jority at thirty vears of age was nothing differ-
ent from a servant beeause He was 1°‘der the
diseipiine of the law, which was His tutor.
Clmrw this is the argument of the apostle. As
a divect Son of God, Jesus was free as a man;
but it pleased Jehovah te subject Him to the
discinlinary arrangement of the law covenant.
The record is that Mary and Joseph brought
the boy Jesus fo Jerus: alem and presented Ilim
to the Lord, as the law provided. (Luke 2:
22-24) Thereafter He was subjeet to Iis par-

ents while a child, as the law Apmvmed. Jesnus

being prescented to Jehovah as a first-horn of

s Jewlsh parent, Jehovah had the legal elaim
upon Jesus from that time {forward,

The apostle, in this same connection, savy:
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for ne”—{al. 3:13,

Were the Jews, by reason of their covenant,
under two death penaltieg, one as children of
Adam, and another by their failure to keep the
covenant? Such does not zeem possible. %Q
childven of Adam thev were ginners and mus
die. (Hom. 3:9; 6:23) Abraham, Isaac, Jaoob
and ail me prophets died because of inherited
sin making them imperfect. Their deaths, how-
CVOT, were no% ignominious, Butif o Jew should
S uH s vielate the law covenant and be suhjw‘i’

Jeath therefor, he should die an accursed
’~vth. How must he die an aecursed {% ith? “He
that 15 hanged is accursed of God” {(Deut, 21
22, 23y The apostle evidentiy had Mu,x i mimd
when he said: “Christ hath waL( ned us from
the curge of the law, being made a envse for ug:
for 1t-is wrilten, Corsed 1s every one that hang-

th on a tree.” (Gaol 3:13) The curse ean hard-
id to be death iteelf, but the ignominions

anner of death by hanging.
The death of the perfeet man Jesus provides

ot
Iv be sa
j3]

the ransgom price, vwrmulw\ of the manner of
His death. The man Adam had sinned, and all

his offspring had come under sin. The per-
feet man Jesus lasled death for every man.
(Heb. 2:9) It is the death of the perfect man
that provides the ransom price. But dying in
an igneominious manner, by erucifixion or hang-
ing on a tree, was manifestly for the purpose
of removing the curse from Israel. Being “made
under the law”, as a Jew in the flesh, by His ig-
nominicus death on the tres He removed the
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curse from the Israelites. Jesus fulfilled every
requirement of the law, even dying as if an ac-
cursed sinner. Thus He purchased Israel as a

nation from that curse and made it possible for
the Israelites to become of the house of sons, of
which e is the Head.—Hebh. 3:6.

The eovenant being made with Israel as a
nation, the eurse upon that nation was the ig-
nominions death of hanging on a tree which was
inflicted for a violation of the law and which
called for the infliction of the death penaity.
Jesus died on the eross as a sinner, yet withont
sin; that is to say, He died as one accursed
of God would die, yet holy, harmless and un-
defiled. Therehy He took away the curse. He
relieved the Jews of the dizahility upon them as
a nation by reason of the law covenant and their
iability to keep it, and made it possible for
those aceepting Christ to become the sons of
God.~—John 1:12,

Covenant Ends

HE death of Jesus Christ upon the cross put

an end to the law covenant. He in no wise
annulled the law covenant, but He fulfilied i,
“Thing not that I am come to desiroy the law,
o1 the prophets: L am not eome to destroy, but
to fulfil” (Matt. 5:17) Being fulfilled, its
abolishment was in order, The “seed” had eome,
and uo longer was the eovenant necessary. He
magnified the law and made it honorable.—
Isa. 42:21.

The objective of the law covenant, as stated
by Panl, was to operate until the “seed” should

come to whom the promise was made. Christ
the seed having come, all now of the Jews who
%f*opfei ilim were made free from the law.
“For Christ is the end [objective as well as the
{inis] of the law for righteonsness to every one
that believeth.,” (Rom. 10:4) He put an end to
the law by nailing it to the crogs; that is to say,
by dving as though He were a sinner and in
the sinner’s place and stead, “blotting out the
handwriting of ordinances that was against us,
which was econtrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his cross.” {Col, 2:14) The
law was against Israel because she eounld not
keep it. (‘hr st by His death abolished it to
those who would believe and aceept Him as the
Messiah., “Having abelished in his flesh the en-
:fmty even the law of commandments contained
in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain
one new man, so making peace.” (Eph. 2:15)
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Again, the Apostle Paul says that Christ also
i “the mediator of a better covenant, which was
establishied upon bhetter promises”, (Heb. 8:6)
This is proof that the old covenant of the law
was abolished at the time of the Lord’s death.

Was It a Failure? _ o

AS the law covenant a failure? For the
¥ purposes for which God made it, the law
covenant was not a failure. It failed to make
men perfect because of weakness and imperfee-
tions of men. God promised that He would give
life to all who would keep the law. But Paul
says: “I found [the wmmandment] to be unto
doath . . . Wherefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good. Was
then that which is good made death unto me?

God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin,-

working death in me by that which is good; that
sin by the commandment might become exceed-
ing sinful.”—Rom. 7:10-13.

Then adds the apostle: “For what the law
could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God, sending his own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in
the flesh.” (Rom. 8:3) This can not mean that
the law itself was weak, but the law covenant
was weak because of Israel, who was on one gide
of the covenant. The Jsraelites were weak; and
Moses, its mediator, was weak; and what the
law couid not do because of suc}z weakness, God
did through His perfect and beloved Son.

God selected from among the people of Isra-
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el a portion of those who shall be associated
with Christ Jesus as members of the “seed”
of promise. God foreknew that there would not
be a sufficient number among the Jews who
would accept Christ to make up the entire
number required for the “seed”. Therefore
long in advance (Jod provided that a part of the
“seed” gshould be taken from among the Gentiles
or non-Jews. The due time came that the Jews
were cast off and “concerning the gospel, [be-
came] enemies for vour [Gentiles’] sakes”.
(Rom. 11:28) That is to say, God made it pos-
sible for Gentiles to be brought to Him through
Christ and to be justified and begotten and
made a part of the “seed” of Abraham aceord-
ing to the promise. It is from among the Gen-
tiles that He takes out a “people for his name”.
{Acts 15:14) That “people for his name” are
especially the true Christians now on earth,
and it becomes the privilege aod duty of all
such to glorily the name of Jehovah by telling
the hungry people His truth. Soon the new
covenant will go into operation for the purpose
of earrying out God’s promise to reconcile and
bless all the families of the earth.

Jehoval’s great and loving plan goes majes-
tically on to completion, and in His due fime all
mankind shall be brought in contact with the
truth and given a full epportunity to be recon-
ciled to God and to live. The time has now come
for the people to begin to understand the truth,
and for this reason the message of truth is be-
ing given to the people.

Death By Bleeding

1l ignorant stigmatize the Jewish buicher,

& who, by the way, must be a man “learned in
the law”, for the “cruelty” involved in his meth-
od of dealnw death by h]oe&mg But after eom-
ing very near to such a death I can festify to
its perfect painlessness. As for the sudden ent,

(Coniribuied)

any one who has cut himself suddenly with a
fine razor knows how the sight of the blood is,
usually, the first intimation of the accident. The
rabbi’s knife is sharpered to the aceompani-
ment of prayer, nor may the knife be used un-
til it will sever a sugpended silk thread.

How Thin the Civilization

OW’ thin ig the civilization that surrounds
is shown by the incident at Massena,
child lost its way in the woods and was
_gone for over a day, Meantime some one at the

police station had the unmitigated gall to order
the Jewish Rabbi to come to the station, so

that he might be questioned to see whether the
child had been saerificed for the Yom Kippur
ritnal. The finding of the child safe and scund
is fortunate for all eoncerned, but it shows how.
thin our civilization is. The Jewish people of
New York are greatly stirred over the matter.




The Children’s Own Radio

Stery By C. J. 1., Jr.

" Story Nineteen

TP TO the time of Jesus’ talk with the wo-
man of Sychar, Jesus and John the Bap-
tist, who was the herald or forerunner of Jesus,
had apparently gone about the country much of
the time, preaching and teaching the gospel and
baptizing new diseiples who every day ecame
from the ranks of the people.

We remember that Jebn was a young man,
only six months older than Jesus, and that it
was he who baptized Jesus in the waters of the
River Jordan, when the heavenly Father ponr-
ed upon Iis Hon the holy spirit in the form of a
dove,

After Jesus left John and journcved into
Galilee for the second

i time, John was arrested
and thrown into prison, This fearless voung
man bad been so eourageous s to reprove King
Hervod for his wickedness, and ilerod had be-
come angry and put Jobn into prison.

But while a prisoncy, Jobn talked go inter-
estingly that Ning Hered was pleased to lsten
to his words, lor he realized that John was a
good man and a just one,

Tu fact, there is little doubt that Herod would
kave relented toward John and set him free in
a short time, if it had not heen for a wicked we-
man by the name of 1ierodias. This woman hat-
ed John the Baptist hecause he spoke the truth
concerning her wickedness, and so she desired
to have him killed.

The way John finally came 1o lose his life is
told in the Bible, aud makes a sad close. {0 a
series of events in Jesuy life in which John
the Baptist plaved a very prominent part. Dut
John was to the end modest and anxious to
gerve his Lord and Master Jesus Christ. It
wag he who said of Jesus, as Jesus was about
to hegin Ilis ministry, ‘It is he that cometh af-
ter me, whose ghoe’s latehet T am not worthy to
unloose. ’

We can not do betfer than learn the Bible ac-
count of the death of John the Baptist, It is a
sad story, but John's work as herald for Jesus
was completed and God permitted him te be
taken ount of the way until the due time should
arrive for John the Baptist to return from the
state of death and receive his reward for faith-
fulness to the Lord.

This is the Bible story of the close of John's
caveer; “Herod himself had sent forth and laid

hold upon John, and bound him in prison, for
Herodiag’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife, for he
had married her, ¥For John had said unto Her-
od, It is not lawful for thee to have thy broth-
er’'s wife. )

“Therelore Herodias had a quarrel against
him, and would have killed him: but she could"
not. For Iferod feared John, knowing that he
was a just man, and an holy, and observed him
and when he heard him, he did many things, and
heard him gladly.

“And when a convenient day was come, that
Hered on his hirthday made a supper to his
lords, high captains, and chief estates of Gal-
ilee; and when the danghter of the said Hero-
dias eame in, and danced, and pleased Herod
and them that cat with him, the king said unto
the damsel, Ask of me whalsoever thou wilt,
and I will give it thee, . . . unto the half of my
kKingdom,

“And she went forth, and said unto her moth-
er, What shall T ask? And she said, The head
ol John the Baptist. And she came in straight:
way with hasie unto the king, and asked, saying,
T will that thon give me by 2nd by, in a charger,
the head of John the Baptist,

“And the king was exceeding sorry; vetf for
his cath’s sake, and for their sakes which sat
with him, he would not reject her.

“And unmediately the king sent an execu-
tioner, and commanded his head to be brought:
and he went, and beheaded him in the prison,

“and brought his head in a charger, and gave it
to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her
mother.

“And when hig disciples heard of it, they came
and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb.”

Thus closed the life of one of the most mod-
est and beautiful characters who ever lived,
John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus.

From the time record as we find it in the Bi-
ble, it is apparent that John was in prison for
over a year before his execution. During this
year Jesus traveled to many places, healing the
sick, and working miracles, an account of which
we shall take up in their regular order during
the next few stories. Our next story will tell
what Jesus did wpon His refirement into Gal-
ilee after His talk with the woman of Sychar
and the imprisonment of John the Baptist,
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A perfect combination for these long winter evenings! Evenings vouw will
never forget either, because, in addition to the pleasure of delightfully easy reading, you

will have presented to you a startling new view of some things that most of us thought
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convineingly he porirays the reasonable Bible view and explanations of the most per-
plexing questiouns of life, and of living,
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