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‘Where Churchianity Got Its Catechison ~— Part 1
i By O. L. Rosenkrans, Jr. |

ITE writer has before him & neat, compaet
little volume, soberly bound in black with
gilt lettering and intriguingly illustrated with
ents of ancient sacred pictures. Somewhat whir-
sically it recalls to his faney the black clerieal
habit and gold chain of oldtime parish clergy-
men who in Walpole’s days were obseguiously
ready to dignify by saying grace the earousals
of their patrons, fox-hunting English squires,
but were 1'equ1red by inexorable custom {o retive
with the ladies before the “second bottle”,

The writer confesses to having acquired this
treasure in & species of hibliophile enthusissm
without any very sanguine anticipation of tan-
p‘zhie profit from its perusal; and indeed a pre-

liminary survey of the contents ﬁez’vm rather
to strengthen than to dispel this suspicion: for
_-\midm: of antigue superstition, pious
: acerdetal mua}: e Googe, tedi-
f. vawning morel
stion:

ed with sach pr
1the applie cation of “v

such &

v i of these
fatter 41‘1“9 Ji“ , f the Apoery~
phal New Tes E1m ﬂt paﬁe into W'sign‘?ﬁcﬂne@
Heleure has harnessed the genii and made them
drudge. We dismiss with 2 shrug the puerile
Bolk-lore of our forefathers. We guestion wheth-
er ihe survival of these illegitimate seriptures
ean have served any end other than to gratify

antiquarian curiosity concerning the dry-ss-
dust, caif-bound erudition of our ancestors,
whose fund of patience must have been considex-
able, or else their stock of reading matter strict-
ly limited, to have found sclace in such rubbisk.

Geod and useful works, the old divines pro-
nounced them, and such they may have secemed
in cloistered guietude read under light which
came fillered ihromwh stained-glass ; but grotes-
quely irrelevant to the spirit of Our noigy bus-
tling times with their hedonistic outlook and
their fctishistie attitude toward science.

Nevertheless if merely to be an anachronism
were the most damning articie in our indictment
of the books, this paper would not be writtens
for why should one busy himself to resusecitate
forgotien ‘"SWM S; V;usﬁt to point devigively at

them? Bui the r

o

515/ %Wﬂe ,ns mz\ﬂa soensi-
1
bie @f amore §inis 3 spirit
o

soredom ag he labo hreads b

ntncia itm‘ dmmt u.vp«-

at the aposiles faught?
Subversive Follocies
HESE counterfeit scriptures openly testify

to the crthodoxy of dogmas thn scholars
now deern umseriptural, wz, inherent irmors

183
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tality, the trinity, inearnation, transubstantia-
tion, hell, the immaenlate conception, ete. If
these represent errors engrafted from pagan-
ism, why were they not refuted by the apostles?
"And how quickly the latter’s words and influence
meust have been effsced after their demise to
guffer these fallacies to obtain such wide ere-
dence.

Nay, insinuates the tempter, let us coneede
that in a sense these writings werve impostures
inasmuch as they owed thelr origin to over-zeal-
ous eceieqaatm&, less Sempdom to record the
exam 88 y ings of their teachers than we gould

8 pl)‘"" ¢

stolioc teachings, with /h no
dovhi ‘

W? ich

"
1

'S
AG‘V were Inth
iT own

2 but proving B s tha g
renlly in eonforrmity i, 83 fhe editor of
aforesaid Mafak and zoid com pﬂ{ﬂinﬂﬂ has point-
ed out in i Jtuminating annotations.

Moreover, there i no evidence that any of
these New Testament Apoerypbal gospels, acts,
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epistles and apocalypses are older than the
Fourth Century A. D, and of many the original
MBS, are lost, and we possess only transeripts
of the Middle Ages. We recall; in addition to this,
that the Protestant clergy were fain eventually
in the interests of eandor to exclude these books
from the Bible, although the same were useful
in reinforcing ecclesiastical pretentions.

So putting all these considerations together
our enthusiasm for these books revives: but it
is negative in character, not evoked by their
intrinsie merits, either as truth or clever ﬁwg@ra
ies, but by their value in exposing the vulpine
nahpv of an dpumm church, ambitious fo con-
summate an adwlterous union of church and state

and o persuade the laity of the divine ordinance

lad to Wwnfer ,,E’:aﬂ £ a_xhrf
8 variation of 1§
adapiation of Jw
ance faeilitated the ecclesiastical prog
winning imperial patronage..

The surviving Apoeryphal books {as well, we

iaisim. B ‘i th@ z‘awm‘&‘z"@ua mha
ram of
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gurmise, as those the titles of which alone have
been transmitted to us, i. e., the “lost gospels” of
‘Andrew, Bartholomew, Basilides, Seythianus,
Titan, Thaddeus, Thomas and Valentinus, va-
rious “Acts of the Apostles” by Leucius, Lenti-
tus, Leuthon, and others, the “Revelations” of
Cerinthus, Paul, Peter and Stephen; the Acts
of Andrew, the “Epistles” of Christ {o Peter and
Taual, ete.) all refiect the zeal of loyal partisans
of ecclesiasticism fo promote its plaps for set-
ting up & theocrasy™, a defilement of the sanctu-
ary with heathen abominatious,

Nor does il invslidate this supposition that
many of these false seriptures anfedate the con-
troversy of Arius and Alexander! The church
bad been adultercusly minded for some fime
prior to this; and priestly sycopbants were alert
1o forge a Seriptural blessing to the projected
1llicit vnion.

In the Apoerypha an ingenious counterfeit is
presented of the inspired writings ; the apostolic
style and diction is ecleverly imitated in a way
caleulated to deceive the pious. There is a simi-
lar recourse to parables and enigmatical utfer
ances, but the meaning is earefully made clear
and not left for future truth seekers to unravel,
line by line and precept by precept, here a little
and there a little. The reader is never left ¢o
form his own conclusions, but instructed in the
meaning as preseribed by orthedoxy.

Passages from both Old and New Testaments
aie liberally infercalated between the text to
leaven the whoele with an odor of sanctity and
plansibility; but these guotations are grossly
misapplied with often explanatory words tacked
on to the end to give a wrong twist to the sense:

Thus I Clement states that “God divided the
earth from the water, with which it is encom-
passed”, as if in divine corroboration of the con-
temporary hypothesis of a flat earth, euncireled
by the “river of occan”. Similarly, it is gravely
asserted that “even the smallest ereatures hive
together In peace and concord with each other”,
a manifest absurdity, contradieted by our daily
experience and observation.

A Weak Imilation

ﬁ/ UCH resort is had to unctuous prating of
goodness, with pions exhortations toward

humbleness, meekness, eharity, and all the car-

dinal virtzes, special emphasis being laid on

LS. ———

*& mixture of the worship of God and idols.
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reverence for one’s spiritual superiors and the
need of ecultivating submissiveness. Shallow
platitudes and irite recommendations to holi-
ness abound. Through all a sanctimonious twang
is detectable,

The veader is sensible of something lackings
bis spirit is not abashed by that intangible hid-
den power and inscrutable wisdom that inters
lines the inspired texf. Mysleries are aplenty;
but they are unconvincing, palpable subterfuges
designed to impose on devout eredulity and to
exalt the saeerdotal office of interpreter. The
reader is consclong of no obligation to scan ths
enigmatical utterances reverently and ponder
over their meaning, bul skips along in a spirit
of levity as if he were reading a sub-division
promofer’s advertisement.

No wonder if, as alleged, Catholic pastors
used to interiard the serviees with ribald jokes
inlerchanged with their parvishioners, and that
communicants repaired to the corner salocom
after morning massi Ifis reporied that priests
used to rebuke ristbility by free use of the horge-
whip. (Carleton, Trails and Stories of the Irish
Peasantry.)

The Apocryphs, indeed, seem excellently
adapted to bolster up a system of formalism and
supersiition whereby the goais are enabled to
erowd into the sheepfold by acquiring the ovine
“bleat”. In the “Shepherd of Hermas” sheer
formalism is rebuked, the godly being reminded
that the true fast is of the spirit; but the Shep-
herd is eareful {o add that formal observaneces
are praiseworthy in their place as works of
merit and supererogation.

“Trinity” Repeatedly Endorsed

FISHOUGH Protestantism discarded the Apoe
rypha, ils leaders were not vouchsafed en-
Lightenment to abjure along with it the doctrinal
ervors sanctified therein., These errors, frans-
parent enough in our day of critical research to
be eandidiy admitted and sifted out, one would
think, remain imbedded in the creeds and are
stubbornly reiterated as sacred trulhs by the
very same seminary graduates who as disciples
of higher criticism virtually disavow the Bible
itself, regarding the same as a sirielly human
compilation, no more under divine supervision
than the Rig Veda or the Shakespearean dramas.
These same divinity students may be cogni-
zant of the practical unanimity of heathen relig-
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ions in %naormng a trinity of some sort, and
that the triune concept was notl implanted in the
ereed without a long and bilter controversy in

the primitive church; but, for all that, they
eling to 1t with per‘ripaeious instrience as the

very corner stone of their faith, And for this
they have not a shadow of Seriptural anthority
hesides the three heavenly witness2s o) 1 John

5:7, a proven interpelation absent fram all the
Greek m.%%’ ereoptng one in Berfn, koown in

kave Leen transeribed from ike p‘nm;’d Loblia
Cow Dulen-ix
NPMM—W‘ i3 s a recent dieenvery: e ex far
back as the times of our grandfatoers” grand-
fathers Sir Jrone Newlon nrove © the toxt {o be
absent from wny Greek MSS. eavlier thun the
Fifteonth ('mnm ., or Latin MMSH, before the
Niuth Century. 1t is fivel eited by Virgilius
15ig, 2
1h

2]

i
£
i

Tapsen Latn wiiter of no credit in the
Fifteenth Century, and by him sapposed to have
been forged,

Tt wes held doubtful by Eresmus, Linther and
other eniinent leaders of the Beformation; and
is not refervred fo by the early frinitariave in
their serbmonious controversgies with the here-
ties. If it were autheniie, it is reasonable to sup-
pose they would have seized on this text with
avidity as one of theirmost elinching arguments,

Outside of the pagan pantheons of the Baby-
Ionians, Egyptians, Hitftites, Phonicians, ete,
the only anthority Yor the trinity antedating the
ithree hieavenly witnesses ave certain texts in the
Apocrvphal books, There texts are quite numer-
ous and their endovsoment specifie: as, “There
ig one Jesus Cheid . .. who plmoeﬂ o from
one Fother, and exists in one, »nd is reiucned
to (\zwc"—w?}pisﬂe of Tguating {5 the Magnesians

T»—E o £no
e r ‘“‘:\i? 1y therefore 1o be con-
formeon In fhe mm e of owr Liord and of his

aigoeyer vo IL‘ Ve may progrer

»

1
ﬁpfwﬁf‘% that wi

s o

hoth ir body and in spied, in in th and chary,
im the Sow and in the Father, and in the holy

anirit:in the beginning and in the end.”
Jaspel of the Birth of Mary VI 15 “And
she brouzhe forth ber fivet born son, as the holy
svangeJsis have taught, even our Lord Jesus
Christ, whe with ihe Ffﬁhm Son and Hoiy
Ghost, liveg and reigns to M*Miaxfm,, ages,’
Acts of Paul and Theela 1:158: “Blessed are
they whe keep their baptism pure: for they shall
find peace with the Father, Son and Holy Ghost”
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Encarnation, of Course

IS preposterous doetrine of inearnation, an
adjunct of {rinitarianism, is often cited by

agnostics o8 supposed irrelragable testimony te
the confliet of Christianity with common sense,
With pm‘tinw&i sarcasm, they mqu whethe

the nmverse wes left to run itself while its su-
prome Head {a‘: wonted himself f1om His throns

NLIY (1 ito among His eregtures in an
realin, The replv o this erit-
'1‘;<~an wtion i not properly a
bul a hesthen one, common
to Mindu, Greek and Roman Dt :amsz_m and
mystreally {2 pidiing a phase of solar activity,

It is unwarrented by th@ Gible, and mir Isaas
Newton, sennilt le of its paradoxical nature, gen-
erations ago O‘H\eﬂvml \ hat the Lating have
done to thiz text {1 John 5:7), the Greeks have
d@ne to that of St Paul (1 Timothy 3:16). For
by echanging omilron into fheta, the abbrevia-
tion of {heos, they now read, Grpat is the mys-
tery of m)dLn@s::q God manifested in the fe-l,
whereas all the ancient versions, Jerome as well
as the rest, read, ‘Great is the mysiery of godli-
ness which was manifested in the flegh.,’”

But this dogma passes nnchallenged in the
Apoerypha. Witness: “There is one physician,
hoth flerhiv and spiritual, made and not mades
God incarnale: true life and death: both of
Mary and of God; firstimpossible, then possible,
even Jdesus Christ our Lord.-—Epi~tle of Igna-

ting tn the Fphesiang 11 7
Oh, what a 1y stery of m”:mfv &;i\bbie is this
fo bmu&dw devoutly ereduious brains! First

unpo-sible, then i;c»wu.]ieﬂ Unbic ad@ woImeIories
floal ba~k #n 1z of oldiime bar room leeturers
d“l’} the profound tnanities they 1 MM”CO betweon
niect ps, with such drunken gravity! From i
inception, the palpit hasg ever preservibed noise
as the unfailing panacea fox brh“‘f nal anenna.
Troe life and death! In g choive bit of -
manist fiction, the pmm s conunent on the som-
plinnt's avowal ihat ke preferred death to Bie
ig, “That is a beauntiful sentiment, my eohild”
Beautiful? Are the shrond and movnldering bonr g
more beautiful than the green-gold of the grass
spangled with a yellow glory of dandelions and

o

streaked with the Jong shadows Of the tree
tronks, or than the dimpled besom of the Jake

sparkling .‘Eike diamonds in the morning sun?
What message sireams down to us from the
star-strewn ;,:r(wdour of the dizzy cosmic vault,
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where Polaris, our anchor, drags in a dircle? Al-
ways the tonsured-cult disparage the sublime
handiwork of the Almighty as vanity, bidding
us fix our hopes on jeweled harps and golden
pavements, Howbeit, themselves are strangely
reluetant to bid this good green earth adieunl

The Netorious “Star”
N IGNATIUS {o the Magnesians IV :11-13,
we are conlronted with the novel theory that
mankind's vedemption was primarily brought
about by the Star of Bethlehem, or al least the
text conveys thal thought. This star, itis related,
so eclipsed in brightness the other heavenly bod-
ies as to attract world-wide attention, stimulat-
ing speenlation as to its import, the outcome of
these cogitations being mental manumission
from the bonds of “magie, ignorance, and sin”,
whereby “the old kingdom was abolished, God
himself appearing in the form of a man {or the
rencwal of eternal life”.

How that anything which ig inherently eternal
should require renewing surpasses ordinary
every-day intelligence to comprehend. Appa-

rently, the author’s ideas are prepossessed by
cortain aspects of the Solar myth where the
deity periodically dies and renews itself at the
end of a eycle, and he is trangferring to the Siar
ol Bethiehem some of the atiributes of BSpieca
1n the congtellation Virgo., This eyelieal coneept
colors Ig. 2Mag. 11:5, which refers to “Jesus
{'brist, who was the ﬂ’d:e before all ages, and
ant x .ored in the end to us”,

A Jesuit writer, after extfolling the Magi ns
2 ealer DoTsORUges than Cesar, ‘L‘u ‘umnus, or
f awrenee of the

Py he~anzake,
AMarvinm ‘57“?"‘”.

HTTM

OV LAY

crihes the Vircin
o 4 1, o

:p/ui

streal siustra-

. thet voso Tapah”
stor 2T TR .H L EC0D T,
s over “*rﬁ’w to subod -

4 -

.
“wese the

L e Z“vm £y the mother
zud 1At

ihe eradie, her @
172 siar. Talnsb

« TR IR ¥
R R ISR L

s b T aw PRSP
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A (mxi% v
f Cybele a
{% #‘u lonig, 0.0.)
oneciling heathen cou-

av mimﬁs
nd Atiis,
Y into @
fm‘:r more 8
verls to diocesan eyascopacy,

“St, Jerome” vouched for the story of Chrisi's
descent into hell and this ineredible tradition
scems to have been foisted onio the creed at an
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early date, the general belief being that Adam,
Noah and the ancient worthies, tog other with all
the righteous dead had been confined in hell un-
&l Christ descended thenee to transport them to
the celestial paradise,

Miscellaneous Musings

N NICOD, XV:9 an altercation ensues be-

tween Satan and Beelzebub, prince of the -
fernal ’wwmns, the former recommending the
permanent incarceration of the expected visitor
and the latter protesting its impossibility. Beel-
zebub explains that the wresting of Lazarus
from his custody had enlightened him as to
Christ’s omnipotence: “And I know now that he
is the Almighty God who could perform &uch
things, who is mighty in his dominion an
mighty in his human nature, who is the Savior
of mankind”

Previously (Nicod. XIV:8) those functiong
are ascribed to the Bon which Jesus declared un-
equivocally to be kept in the Father's own pow-
er, when zll the sainfs are made to prostrate
themselves before the Savior’s feet, exclaiming,
“Thou art come, O Redeemer of the world, and
hast actually accomplished all things, which thou
didst foretell by the law and the holy prophets.”

The ecrucified thief, translaied to heaven, re-
lates to Adan and the saints how he addressed
Jegug at Calvary: “And | believed him to be the
Creator of all things, and the Amighly King;
and E praved fo him, saving, me‘; remember
me, when thou cowestintothy ki 1 (Wicod.
KX 9y The author evidently 3 bug troet @
the ey f:;MfE POILNY, OF ils mff?f\nr equivalent,
ical Ponfius Pilate conebudes

(' foial <opaerry il eoms

tha /xl,"w ‘”;‘é

Eaats i

11@‘ \a

M hanis,

' -
1€ SUSE
Thal

i L Faul ase
e T e
pravs, “(; La?ﬂ God ¢

Chaist, thow Son of o

her {“‘aagi‘tev, Faleo K 07 (ver”
Barpabas I £ assexts that the ord {Jowus)
had chu‘n@n'w the times and the days zo thai

His beloved, the sanints, might basten His com-
ing into His "nﬁ@mmnce,

The thought involves a paradox of preor-
dained adventitiousness, as if the immutable

plans were reconsidered to anticipate a prear-
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ranged date to enhance saintly prestige by al-
fowing them to contribute more effectually to-
ward the second advent. But this 1s to miscon-
strue the original, whersin the words “unless
those days should be shortened” mply not an
alteration of predetermined plans, but indicate
the overwhelming nature of a catastrophe, such
88 vould exlingwsh all hife «f long contiaued.

Immwm’ “Souls” Handled Delicately
OME well meaming Utopiaus {exponents per-
haps of the “goed old world” theory, so good
they are quile satisfied with 1is indefinite perpet-
nation undw the yLresent kindly auspices) have
prophes: .4 an es mﬁuﬁ wuiving of all religious
sy srenus throngh the elimration of non cssential
dogmas and the rerention of thote common ic
prachealls ¢vory crend, The hope of muﬁorm‘#»
iy, they (pime, wdl fooregh a aoiveisal pory
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V«ard ity howover, the vealdy o the soul s
rouched for in the seu‘nd epistle of Clement te
mc Cormtluans V:13: “The Lord humself be-
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ing asked by a certain person, When the king-
dom should come? answered, When . . . that
which is without [shall be] as thaa, which is with-
m; He means thie: he calls the soul that which s
within, and the body that which is withont. As
therefore ihe body appears, so let the soul ap-
pear by 1ts goed works.”

From which we deduce the kingdom 1s pre-
sumed to coriespond Lo a plane of spuitual de-
velopment attained separalely by each indinmid-
nal Christian, The kinadom 18 coneerved as the
reigy of (hwst :n the heart, a favomte view of
modern chureluamty also

Clement, s diseiple of Peter, subsequently be-
e~me bishoyp of Rorme He is bsted as the fon.th
pope m some o5 the catalogues ard as filth in
others He was Lighly e"“ ened by Cle was

fovan dunes, fereag, Meseins and other soth-
e1% of dhe (bure , hauag srd Yo nusiy =0
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“osteemed 1 & preat Blesziwg’ th L ey v e
“bappily 4 wcovered for the s ase and »on’ 1-
mahion of onr faith as wellasourchamty”, Wik
2 partishity the pulpit has alvats shown lor
hgh sounding, enply, meanmmgl .- phrases{ It
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must have reguired truly a superabundance of
sither faith or gullibility to swallow these pom-
posities without nausea.

As for charity, Clement makes large inroads
on our stock; for the most charitable assumption
Js that his unswerving loyalty to Cathbolicism
&ampted him inte “using the word of God de-
eeitfully”, rather than private vanity or ambi-
Hon.

Like all the Nicsans, Clement wholly misap-
prehends the destiny of the new creation in re-
lation to the general redemptive plan, and its
Histinetion therefrom. He shows this where he
says, “We must therefore keep our flesh as the
temple of God. For in ke manuer as ye were
ealled in the flesh, ve shall also come to judg-
ment in the flesh. Our one Lord Jesus Christ,
awho has saved us, being first a spirit, was made
fesh and se saved us; even so we alsc in the
fesh shall receive the r@warﬁ

I the {ranslation be accurate this wounld argue
that Christ’s reward for His fidelity was stripes
god marlyrdom: hence correspondingly the
saints are te look on their persecvtion while
in the flesh, not as a badge of service, hut as the
reward iteelf!

The teck of insight of the chuveh frthers in
regard {o the vesurreciion and the jrdgment day

is stvilingly ez mp? fed in Ignatiusg to the
Smyrm@ans F:7-8, where we ars remindoed that

sufferings were a reallty and mnot
yme beretics (loim”, The latter ave
»anﬂomwmﬂ Tw‘u ~ warned that “asther elieve so
ghall it hanpen wnto them; when beag divesied
of the fezh, they shall becomes mere gpirits [“in-
enrporcal dern mwaf" in the original], But I know
ﬂ‘mt even alter hig v e‘»w“““@ehw% he [Jemns] W
% the flesh; and I helleve that he ig still so.”

Are we to ifer that he believed that the Mas-

ter reiained Tis lerrestrial hody even afler His
gscensiont What a h.mndamnm tra nspmtmwu
of Bible teachivg is here effected where the
maints are promi@z@d & fleshly hereafter, and the
mnregenerate sinners threatened after their do-
mise with a mere spirit existence! Followers of
Dr. Conan Doyle might proﬁmhly insert this
passage in their apologies of the nightmare
Beience,

Wionement Obacured )

NDEED the vital significance of the atone-
ment, which is made so plain in the words of
Paul, “As all in Adam die; so in Christ shall all
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be made alive,” seems to have escaped the Apos-
ryphal writers. In Barnabas IV : 10 some grop-
ing atiempt at explanation is given, that it was
essential for the Redeemer to “appear in the
flesh that he might make good the promises given
to our fathers, and preparing himself a new peo-
ple, might demonstrate to them whilst he was
upon earth, that after the resurrcection he might
judge the earth.” In short, the subordinate {ea-
tures are emphasized ; and the main purpose, the
ransorning of Adam’s seed {rom original sin, is
lost sight of,

{,humhmmty has always taught that manking
at large is already under judgment as individo-
alg durmg the incmmbency of the god of this
world ; consequently for the overwhelming ma-
jority of people the jndgment day must decres
condemnation, They are predestined te “hell
fire” through no favit of their own, and to them
the blood of Christ must be mockery!

This narrow view, so signally misrepresenta-
tive of the divine atiribule of merey, is reflected
in Baraabas IV 15, “Wherefore the Son of God
came in the flesh f‘oz this ca nse, that he might fill
up the measure of their inlguilies who have per-
gecnted {he prophets unio death” Vet Jesus
gave s positive arsurance that e came not to
condemn the world, but 1hat it might be savedi
Wherever possinle, seetarian bwmry has sedn-
lously striven to subsuiiute bogeys in Hen of i
vine merey,

Vain fmugin’ngs Fighly BErdersed

mﬂt@ SE modern philosophers, melnding the
A poted author of the Quilive of Histoiy, whe
indulze in gloorow forebodings of an nltmately
freezing planet, under & coolivg sun, must have
had their ancient protatypes; forweread: “Then
he clearly manifested w;:hdf to he the Sen of
God. For had he not come in the flesh, how
should men have been able to look upon him that
they might be saved? Seeing if they beheld only
the sun, which was the work of his hands, and
shall hereafier cease io be [Italics mine—=R.],
they are not able stendfastly to look against it.”
~Barnabas IV :13, 14,

Again he is trying to account for sunlight by
disregarding the sun. Of eourse his argument
is valid up to a certain point. In & sense the
Savior wonld in His spirit body remain invisibls
to fleshly humanity; but the witness of His
works during His fieshly career was only inch
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. dental>to the key purpose, the ransom, which
Barnabas seems studiously to ignore,

And, alas for Mr. Wells and his efforts to
frighten us about what will happen to our great-
grandchildren’s remote descendants, the more
advanced thinkers among scientific men have
recently serapped the whole La Place hypothesis
and invented a planefesimal theory to take its
place, which makes no provision for the solar
system gradually running down and being for-
gotten by the Winder-up.

The Apocryphal writers, destitute of any
comprehensive appreciation of the divine plan,
correspondingly failed to discern the nltimate
destiny of Israel in relation thereto. Hence they
revert to speculative and fictitious exegeses of
the promises to Abraham, intended with a liter-
al fulfilment, but construed by them as pertain-
ing to individual growth in Christian character;
as Barnabas V: 8-14, where the divine invitation
extended through Moses t¢ enter ints a land
flowing with milk and honey is interpreted as a
call to the Christian to be transformed from the
fleshly {o the spiritual nature,

The simile is nsed {Barnabas V:9) that “man
is the earth which suffers; forasmuch as out
of the earth Adam was formed.” Pursuing this
foreced and arbitrary symbology he explains:
“Wherefore yve sce how we are again formed
anew; as also he speaks by another prophet:
Behold, saith the Lord, I will take from them
o » » their hearts of stone, and I will put into
them hearts of flesh. Because he was about to
be made manifest in the fegh and to dwell in us.”
-—Barnabas V: 16, 17.

Undeniably it is a beautiful thought that ounx
hearts should be transformed by the indwelling
of Christ in them; but that is not the sense of
the original, which foretells the Jewish change
of heart after, as a nation, they learn to recog-
nize their Messiah in Jesus, In a wider applica-
tion it refales to buwwan enfranchisement from
the rule of selfishness.

In view of the dulness of perception evineed
in 8¢ much of the foregoing, it is eurious to nots
the endorsement thereof by such eminent di-
vines as Archbishop Wake, Vossius, Dupius,
Whiston, Dodwell, and Doctors S. Clark, Ber-
nard, Mill and Cane, who are unanimous in pro-
nouneing Barnabas a genuine epistle. Probably
their estimate of its genuineness is the measure
of their own misconception of the divise plan

; which Barnabas is so out of harmony with.

™ GOLDEN AGE

Broosryw, N, B

Sundoy and the Eucharist

JUNDAY is sanctified by long-established
custom as the Christian sabbath. Without
questioning the propriety of this custom, the
fact remains that the Seriptures are silent im
the matter, whereas the Apocryphal books pre-
sent the customary arguments in favor of Sun-
day obscrvance; as Barnabas VIII: 9, 10, where
Judaizing tendencies within the congregation
meet with the caution that the seventh day is not
acceptable to the Lord, who “resting from all
things . . . shall begin the cighth day, that is,
the beginning of the other world. For which
cause we observe the eighth day with gladness,
in which Jesus rose from the dead; and having
manifested himself to his diseiples, ascended o
heaven.”

In Ignatius to the Magnesians I11:1-3 it is
alleged that the holy prophets of the pre-Chris-
tian era did not conform fo the imperfect Jewish
law, but lived under the dispensation of Christ,
“and for this cause were they persecuted. . . .
Wherefore . . . they who were brought up un-
der these ancient laws came nevertheless to the
newness of hope, no longer observing sabbaths,
but keeping the Lord’s day.” What is here
postulated exhibits a curious similarity to the
Koran’s assumption that Adam, Seth, Noah and
Jesus were good Mohammedans!

Where the true meaning of the atonement had
become almost obliterated it is not surprising
to find the false doctrine of tratisubstantiation
in bold relief. A modern casuist attempts to
justify this cardinal tenet of Catholicism in the
miracle of the loaves and fishes, the only mira-
cle, he pretends, that is recorded in all the four
gospels, The multiplication of the loaves, he ex-
plaing, “prepares us fo believe that vnder the
form of bread he [Christ] would multiply his
real presence, so as to feed millions of Catholics
with his own body and blood.”

We are not advised of the farifl for masses
in those first centuries of Episeopal ascendancy,
though we find this hideous error already strong=
iy rocted then. Tn Ignatius to the Philadelphiang
1:10, communicants are cautioned, “Wherefore
let it be your endeavor to partake all of the sams
holy eucharist.”

In Jgnatius to the Smyrneans 11:16 the cons
gregation are sdmonished to beware of heretics,
who “abstain from the eucharist and from the
publie offices [formal prayers and rituall; be~
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cause they confess mot the eucharist te be the
flesh of our Savior Jesus Christ.” Again: “Let
the eucharist be looked upon as well established,
wwhich ig either offered by the bishop, or by him
to whom the bishop has given his consent.”—
Smyrn, 7I1: 3.

Reverence for the Clergy Emphasized

WCCLESIASTICISM always set great sfore
I on formal observance and solemn mummer-
ies caleulated to overawe and mystify the laity
and to impress them profoundly with a convie-
tion that the priest was indispensible. In the
Catholic legend, Jesus himself in the guise of
an acolyte assists a priest to serve mass!

The necessity for a regularly graduated hier-
archy o serve as the divine interpreters is re-
pugnant to the apostolic teachings. In the new
ereation all members become Levites and or-
dained ministers of God. If remained for an am-
bitious clergy to erect the most stupendous and
complex ececlesiastical system ever dominant
over the human spirit, and {o devise immpostures
of the inspired text in ostensible eorroboration
of its requisiteness.

The program of churchianity is divalged in 1
Clement XXX :1-3, where it is narrated how
the apostles, “having received their command
» « » went abroad, publishing that the kingdom
of God is at hand.” From the context, it is ap-
parent -that they intended to convey that the
kingdom was to be established during the cur-
rent generation under the auspices of a church
wet in the Hesh, through wholesale conversion of
the heathen, which remainsg after many centuries
the ideal of churchianity. “And thus preaching
through countries and cities, they appointed the
first fruits of their conversion to be bishops and
ministers over such as should afterward believe,
having first proved them by the spirit.”—1
Clement XXX : 4.

According to the views of these churchmen,
the Messianie kingdom eould be consistently set
up in this present evil world, inasmuch as Christ
being himself the First Cause is omnipresent.
®Where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholis
Chuoreh” ~—Ig. Smyrn. 111: 4.

If the walidity of thie claim is granted it fol-
lows as a natural sequence that “it is not lawful
without the bishop, neither to baptize, nor to
eclebrate the holy commumnion”. (Ig. Smyrn.
HII:5) “¥tis a good thing to have a due regard
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both to God and to the bishop: he that honors
the bishop, shall be honored by God. But he that
does anything withowt his knowledge [Italics
mine-R.], ministers unto the devil”—Ig. Smyrn.
Ir:. 7.

Here we detect, unless our discernment is af
fanlt, the germ of auricular confession, the
thrice-holy Inguisition, sermons in a dead tongue,
and all the other auxiliaries of medizval mental
enslavement to the Vatican; for even as Christ
was beld to be ommpipresent, so likewise must
His body, the chureh, participate in this quality.
Consequently, it became flagrant sin to conceal
anything from the clergy. '

The belief that the Messianic kingdom was
already set up under ommipotent Christ eon-
noted churech reguancy over all nations and
tongues. This spiritual empire was closely
modelled on the imperial strueture to which its
officials and territorial divisions corresponded.
At first subservient to Cmsar, as hierarchical
power became ccntralized in archbishops, pa-
triarchs and metropolitans ifs arrogancy in-
creased until in 606 A. D. the Emperor Phocas
officially recognized the Pope as supreme head
of the church,

Thereafter the Man of Sin angmented his
powers and pretensions, claiming an authority
even superior to Caxsar’s fo hold the keys of
heaven and hell, to bring suppliant monarchs
barefoot to kneel at his feet. There were no
Iimits o his pride and ambition until even the
titles appropriate oply to divinity were arro-
gated to him,

Some hint of this future cxaltation is afforded
in Ignatius to the Evphesians I:13, where the
diovesan magnates are likened to Christ in au-
thority and their title to universal spiritual do-
minion cxplained. “Feor cven Jesus Christ, cur
ingeparable life, is sent by the will of the Fath-
er; as the bishops, appointed to the uimost
bounds of the earth, are by the will of Jesus
Chrigt.” This outwardly innocuous text might
be construoed as & warrant to punish as rebels
any herstical or heathen nations who disputed
the rule of diocesan episcopacy.

Hievarchicsl solidarity is urged in Ignat.
Magnes, I1:4, 5, 8 which outlines the scheme of
government : “I exhort you that you study to do
all things in divine eoneord, your bishops pre-
siding in the place of God, your presbyters in
the place of the council of the apostles, and your
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deacons, most dear to me, being entrusted with
the ministry of Jesus Christ. . . . As therefore
the Lord did nothing without the Father, being
united to him; neither by himself or yet by the
apostles; so neither de ye anything without your
bishop and presbyters.” By all means, let your
superiors do your thinking, otherwise you will
not make docile church members, and not aceept
Papal infallibility in years to eome!

The solicitude of its founders was fo maintain
and stabilize ecclesiastical integrity, so natnral-
ly they deprecated individual self-assertion. “In

- like manner let us reverence the deacons as Je-
sus Christ, and the bishop as the Father; and the
prosbyters as the Sanhedrin of God and college
of the aposties. Without these, there is no
church.” (Ignat. Trallians I:8,9) Here the
clergy are already blasphemously demanding

"ihe same homage due to the Creator and His
Christ, and declaring salvation o be available
only through their own instrumentality.

“Wherefore it will become you to run fogether,
according to the will of your bishop, as also ye
do. For your famous presbytery worthy of Ged,
is fitted as exactly to the bishop as the sicings
are to the harp.” (Ignat. Ephesians 1:13,14)
Nor was strietly sacred music always played on
thesé harps: more often the minstrel attuned

~ them to the “lay of the golden goose”, until mer-

chandising in indulgences, dispensations, abso-
lutions, masses, ete., yielded incaleulable profits,
finally precipitating the Reformation,

“Obey Your Bishop”

(JINCE ecclesiasticism is rooted in ignorance
bt and superstition, its perfect fraition is cowed
and quiescent masses, making a virtue of their
own poverty to lavish treasures on convent and
cathedral. Hence implicit obedience is stressed
as a cardinal virtue with the laity; as Ignat.
Magnesians IV :5, “Be subject to your bishop
and to one another [keep one ancther loyal by
dutiful reminders], as Jesus Christ to the Fath-
er, according to the flesh, and the apostles both
_to Christ and to the Father, and to the Holy
_ Ghost; that go ye may be united both in body
and in spirit.”
Apparently the thought embodies church
_ sovereignty, both spiritual and temporal, over
mind and body. “For whereas ye are subjeet to
your bishop as to Jesus Christ . . . it is there-
fore necessary that as ye do, so without your
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bishop, ye should do nothing; also be yve sub-
ject to your presbyters as to the apostles ef
Jesus Christ our hope.” (Ignat. Trallians Xe§,
6) Do nothing without consulting his reverense,
because he is properly a better judge of o
private affairs than you are yourself]

“Whoever does not act in harmony with the
church is proud and already condemned himgeld,
For it is writien, God resistelh the proud. Let
us take heed therefore that we do not set oun
selves against the biskop, that we may be sub-
jeet to God” (Ignat. Ephesians 1I:3) “Foz
whomsoever the master of the house sends to
be over his own household, we ought in like man-
ner to receive him, as we would do him that sent
him. It is therefore evident that we ought te
look upon the bishop even as we would do upon
the Lord himself.,” [Italics mine—R.] (Ignat
Ephes. II:4) “It will therefore behoove you in
all sineerity to cbey your bishep.”—Ignat. Mag-
nesians L7,

Already Antichrist was giving utterance io
great things and blasphemies, showing himsel#
in the temple that he was God. No wonder that
Protestant prelates were slow to diseard such
“good and mseful” allies as these books, which
educated the laity into a fitting deference toward
their clergy! Ignat. Ephes. IL: 4 paves the way,
for Papal pretensions to infallibility.

Jealous Shepherds

TURALLY, heresy comes in for sirong
<% reprobatfon by these champions of Nicene
orthodoxy. As in Ignat. Trallians [1:1, “I ex-
hort you . . . that ye use none but Christian
nouvrishment; abstaining from pasture which is
of another kind. T mean heresy.” “For they that
are heretics confound together the doctrine of
Jesus Christ, with their own poison; whilst they,
scem worthy of belief. As men give a deadly
potion mixed with sweet wine; which he who
drinks of does with treacherous pleasure sweetly,
drink in his own death.” (Igpat. Trall. I1:2,3)
“He that is within the altar is pure; but he thal
is without, that is, that does anything without
the bishop, the presbyters, and the deacons, is
not pure in his_conscience.”—Ignat. Trallians
II:3.

The church claimed to be comseience-keeper
for the public, discountenancing to the extent of
inquisitorial repressions private liberty of
thought. There were seven minor sins, sevem
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deadly sins, and seven sins that cried to heaven
¥or vengeance; also there was a graduated scale
of fines for their remission.

Eventually, there were indulgence hawkers
with blanks made out for every conceivable
erime, ready to be filled in with the purchaser’s
mame. If one yearned to relax oneself with a
fittle playful homieide, the prudent eourse was
ko get absolved in advance., Business was brisk
until Luther began asking awkward questions,
guch as, “If the pope releases souis from purga-
tory for money, why not for charity’s sake?”

Much follows in the same strain, as Ignatiius
%0 the Philadelphians I:8, “For as many as are
of God and of Jesus Christ, are also with their
bishop.” The insubordinate are of the Devil's
rommunion. “Be not deceived, brethren; if any-
one follows him that makes a schism in the
chureh, he shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
#f anyone walks after any other opinion, he
agrees not with the kingdom of Christ”—Ibid
I:9,

Cyprian, the great vromoter of Catholicism,
had written that whoever separated himself
#rvom the nniversal chureh was in the positicn
of thosc outside the ark during the flood of Noah.
“But the Lord forgives ali that repent, if they
return to the unity of God, and to the couneil of
the bhishop.” (Ibid II:17) Repentance is vain,
however, vniess the speeified penances are per-
Formed, or commmuted by a cash equivalent!

“Tt is & shame, my beloved, yes, 8 very greal

sion, to hear that the most fium apd ancent
ghureh of the Corinthians should, by one or two
mersons, be led into sedition against thew
wriests.” {1 Clement XX :24) The Theodosian
Code compy ssioned the suecessors of the perse-
esuled aposties to themselves furn persecutors.
The besst was ready to fear and trample who-
ever insulfed his hanghly rider. Onece accused
of sedition against Divas Cesar, the Christian
professors employ the same term to ineriminate
their detractors,

“Let no man deceive himaself: if a man be not
within the altar he is deprived of the bread of
God. For if the prayers of one or two be.of such
foree, as we are told, how much more powerful
ghall be that of the bishop and the whole church $”
—JIgnat. Ephes, IL: 2.

g% The implication is that the church is omnis-

wlent and omnipotent, having supernatural su-

¢
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pervision qver the thoughts and private welfare
of the laity. The mark of the beast was to be on
everyone’s forehead and inm his hand, To offend
the clergy seriously was to tempt Providence;
but whoever stood in their good graces was as-
sured of prosperity, both temporal and spiritual.

Theories of “Fathers” Recommended

F: INFER that Jgnatius was received with

a certain amount of skepticism by his con-
temporaries, from the obligation he ssems to
feel himself placed mnder to defend his state-
ments ; some of which wers evidently challenged
as being ucecanonical. Thus, in Ignatius to the
Philadelphians 11: 19-21, ke says: “Nevertheless,
I exhort you that you do nothing out of sirife,
but according to the instruction of Christ. Be-
cause I have heard of some who s&v: Unless I
find if in the originals [the canon], I will not be-
lieve it {o be written in the Gospel. And when T
said, Tt 18 written [in the originals]: they an-
gwered [referred me to] what lay before them in
their own corrupted copies.”

He cuonningly prelends that his own misquo-
tations are ihe pure doetrine, and that the un-
adulerated vorsions of his critics are misiead-
mg. He endeavors to ward off eriticiam by pioune
genevalitics, slyly insinuating that his own spe-
cial inspiration is superior even to that of the
four gospels! “But to me Jesus Christ is instead
of all the incorrupied monwments of the world,”
concluding, with smvg sophistry: “Ll therelore
together are good if ye pelieve with charity.”
That is, if you lister ina friendly, tolerant spirit,
the prophets, the gospels and his own words are
of equal meiit and sanetity.

The Papists have always stressed the equal
avthority of the fathers of the ebwmich with the
Seriptures on which thelr works served as com-
mentaries, "rotestants are told thaf they err in
relying on private inteypretation which their
lack of scholarspip unfits then for. Ia the above
we have an exasuple of how lisble these same
churel: fathers were o impudently foist their
own ideas onto the publie, as of equal authority
with the aposiolic writings.

Individual Bible Study Advoifly Discouraged
ET SEEMS astonishing that in our day of ana-
Iytie research, when so much light has been
thrown on the Seriptures by new-found manu-
seripts and comiributory evidenos of varicus
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kinds which serve to confute the divine origin of
ithe Augustinian Creed, exposing it to be 3 med-
'ley of truth and pagan errors, that otherwise

:intelligent and educated church people should

cling so ienacionsly to these doctrines as the
bed-rock foundation of their faith.

Ate 1ot the same critical expositions of this
fallacy as available to themselves as to others?
Indeed, yes; but unread by the majority, whe
are supremely indifferent as to the critical mer-
its of a doctrine. This predilection is notoriously
to follow a leader with a resounding bray and
to give vent to their emotions in conecert with
their fellows.,

Emotion has contagious qualities, whether
vielded to in the theatre or in the pew. More-
over, with church people, their religion is so in-
extricably involved with social life that the aver-
age member prefers a tacit eoncession of what
he hears from the pulpit rather than social os-
tracism. ®

There is a certain comfort and reassurance in
public worship (whatever if is directed tol), and
the average church member is reluctant to alien-
ate his friends and prejudice his business inter-
ests by open antagonism to doelrines which very
frequently his reason finds inadmissable.

Conscious of his own ineapacity to interpret
the Seriptures, the average church member re-
lies on his pastors, who have been trained as
specialists in this field, and whose scholarship
entitles them, as he supposes, lo a hearing, Un-
fortunately, the ulierior motives of the shep-
hords are too often, not to feed their flocks, but
to conspire against them with the welves,

Neither are the uneritieal congregations cog-
nizant of the fact that in all ages the priest cult
has been partial to discovering strange and mys-
terious applications in the sacred text, symbol-
ogy being stretehed bevond its proper sphere by
Jewish rabbi and Christian teacher alike,

Misleading Inlerpretntions of Prophecies
7E: FIND this tendency exemplified in the
V¥  Apocrypha, where, as though to prevent
thie clear understanding of the prophecies befere
due to be undersiood, the Devil is permitted to
suggest false interpretations. Thus, Barnabas
IV:10 attempts to elucidate the meaning of
Daniel concerning the ten kings, the beast, and
the little horn.
Having not the remotest suspicion that this
prophecy contains an indiciment of the churches’
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apostasy, the author conceals bhis own perplexity,
under an air of profundity, referring ambigu-
ously to the “ten kings that reign in the heart”,
and exhorting the pious not to be like those that
“add sin to sin”, but to remember that the “con.
summation of sin is come”, as illnstrated by the
little horn which plucks up the first three horns,

He assumes that the propheey containg in-
struction on living the Christian life, and is a
hint to believers to be cautious how they allow
to pass unrefuted lhe supposition of the un-
converted world that “their covenant is ours al-
so; for they have {orever lost that which Moses
received”.

Moses, he reminds them, broke the tablets of
the law because the people lapsed into idolatry,
The blood of Christ was shed for the elect, to
the exclusion of unbelievers. Indubitably he
meant to imply that mankind in the aggregate
were doomed to a hell of unending torment., He
continues, admonishing his hearers o give heed
to the last times, which expression he presumes
to indicate the closing days of life for the indi-
vidual during his earthly probalion. “For all
the times past of our life and our faith will pro-
fit us nothing, unless we continue to hate what
is evil, and to withstand future temptations.”

The fourth beast iz depicied as symbelizing
the ultimate trivmoph of sin in the heart of the
straying Christian and his eternal perdition.
The texr: horns denote the ten cardinal sins, which
are abrorbed by the little horn, the unpardon-
able sin. In Barnabas IV :10, the expounder of
this text cxpatiates still Further on this theme,
pionsly inveighing against the danger of private
interpretation. “Wherefore, consider the works
of the evil way”, drawing an arguament {rom the
text of Isaiah, “Woe unto them that are wise in
their own ¢yes”, which he amplifies into, And
whe sitting, “fall asleep in our sins; and the
wicked one, getting the dominion over us, slirs
us up, and shnts us out of the kingdom of fod.”

In relalion fo Abrasham and his seed, the
Apoeryphal writer searches after the most ab-
struse and mystical meanings. He cannot believe
but that the Jews are perpetually shut cut from
divine favor. Barnabas VIII:131-13 proceeds:
“Abraham first brought in circumeision, cirecuin-
cising 318 men of his house. Mark first the 18
and next the 300. For the numerical letters of
10 and § are I H. And these denote Jesus. And
because the cross was that by which we are to

9



Drcmween 14, 1027 The G@
find graece, therefore he adds, 300; the note of
which is T (the figure of the eross). Wherefore
by two letters he signifieth Jesus and by the
third his eross.”

Among the Romans of Barnabas® day, each
fetter of the alphabet had & numerical signifi-
cance. However, the Hebrew prophets were un-
familiar, we suspect, with either the Greek letiers
or their numerical character. The “T'au symbol”
ia now recowniged by "i”’@ha(‘@lﬂ”‘i‘sfé as pef‘tam

%m&esa The Ag@cryphal mzlter by identifying
the Crosg with the Tau Symbo},, would tacitly
identify Moloeh with Christ.

More About “Character”

TP ABNABAS IX is chieflv a discussion of the
£ commands to the Israeliles pertaining to
clean and unclean beasts. The author severely
taxes his ingenuity to descry a spiritaal mean-
ing in these dietary regulations. He assumes
them to relate to the formation of “Christian
character”, interpreting the prohibition of sow-
meat to “not join thyself to persons who are like
swine”, lest yon be defiled.

To absiain from the flesh of the eagle and the
erow is to avoid keeping company “wilh such
kind of men” who do not earn their own liveli-
hood “but injuricusly ravish away the things of
others”. Darnabas has commifted an inadver-
tence here, exposing io censure many notable
pillars of the churches, let alone the clergy
themselves!

The lamprey and the cuttle-fish must be es-
chewed because they typily “accursed ones” who
wallow in the mire of contumaey, instead of ris-
ing {o the saccrdotal bait like {the more freely
sWinming &twﬁ\@rg The hyena is tahooed be-
cause it “every vear changes its kind and 18
sometimes male and sometimes female”.

The weasel represents those “impure women
who do wickedness with their mouths”. AMaybe
we should inelnde in this category those Eady
evangelists who attract a large following, gain
weleome publicity and amass quaniities of filthy
Inere by preaching bell five and the Devil’s first
Le,

What 2 nightmare of superstition the world
labored wnder so long as the monasteries were
the sole repositories of learning, and edueation
was confined to the priests! They used {0 wall-
up skeletons or “grims” inthe masonry of church
vaults to deter good Catholics from breaking in
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to steal the golden pyx and silver candlesticks.

The chureh placed its official denial on ghosts,
but was not averse o making use of the popular
dread of them to protect its own treasures! The
Mosaic restriction of diet to those animals which
"elave the hoof” is accounted for as figuratively
specifying the Christian, since the “righteous
liveth in the present world; but his expectation
is fixed upon the other”,

Quite charmed with his own sagacity, the an-
thor exclaims, “See, brethren, how admirably
Moses commanded these things!” (Barnabas
IX:19) But who, we wonder, were the antityp-
ical Israclites who were to eat nothing but the
flesh of Christians? Perhaps 1t was the clergy
who were to devour their substance, depriving
them of the “bread of Life”.

Adoration and Worship of Women

A N AMBITIOUS clergy, apostatizing to win
4 & imperial recognition, were fain to grant
concessions fo the pagan prejudices of their
prospective converts. Because the celebration
of Sunday and Christmas as holy days ante-
ceded the Christian era, agnosties have dedueted
Christianity to represent a re-alignment of the
golar myth into partial conformity with Judaism,

In connection therewith they point to Maricl-
atry as a disguisement of the world-old worship
of Gxa, the earth mother, elsewhere variously
denominated Ishiar, Ashtaroth, Isis, or Aphro-

ite. Among the ITittites and @appadocmms she
was known as Derketo {(Cybele) and 3Ma. Somse
archaeologists identifly her with the pseudo-
mythical queen, Semiramis. Tn the corrupt com-
munities of pre-Hellenie Crete, she was the pow-
erful Snake Goddess in whose honor the bull
rings fiourished., In the West Asiatie eifies of
Hattushash and Karkhemish, her temples were
served by throngs of Galli or multilaied priests
and by man-hating armed priestesses, the Anm-
zons, whose Imhlws faces still glare at us from
the scuﬁpmre&

The favorite symbel of Cybele was the dove,
subsequently transferred to Venus, and eventu-
ally to the Madonna. Originally the patroness
of fecundity, ancther of her symbols was the
palm. Small images, fashioned as vulva, were
worn by women to avert barrenness, giving rise
to the wearing of amulets to ward off the “evil
eye”. The modern ecunterpart of these appear
to be the scapulars of Our Lady of Carmel, those
“old-fashioned brown scapulars”, which the
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chaplains pretend soldiers begged for so pite-
ously on Flanders fields, protesting against sub-
stitution of the less efficacious scapular medals.

In the course of eenturies, “Our Heavenly
Mamma” {as St. Gabriel affectionately termed
ber) has graduated from procuress to queen of
sterility. However, the dogma of the perpetunal
virginity, now vehemently affirmed as panonical,
was advocated with less confidence by the early
eontroversialists, requiring fuller substantiation
than the Seriptures supplied; to remedy which
oversight were fabricated “The Protevange-
lion”, or “Birth of Christ”, and the “Gospel of
the Birth of Mary”. The former was accredited
to Matthew; the latter to James the Less.

These books are chiefly interesting as dis-
closing how rapidly heathen notions had multi-
plied within the chureh by the times of 5t. Je-
rome, who included the “Birth of Mary” in his
translation., The Collyridians referred to this
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gospel in corrcboration of their teaching that
Anna likewise coneeived of the holy ghost, Mary,
in consequence being exempted from original sin,

In our day, the idolatrous “adoration of the
Virgin” continues to be an integral factor in
Roman Catholic worship. Mary is rapturously,
acclaimed as “Queen of heaven and dispenser
of its graces and blessings; Queen of the earth
and custodian of hearts; QGueen of the abyss and
the terror of its wicked powers.”

Isis worship has got entangled with a good
many of our customs and observances, one re-
minder being the zodiacal harvest sign of our
almanaecs. “God and the mother of God,” was
the rallying ery of the riotous Alexandrines; and
for centuries afterward her tinsel image sim-
pered a benediction on rapine and murder per-
petrated within the very shadow of the eross.
But psychiatrisis identify her worship as the
deified maternal prineciple.

{To be continued.),

W

Freedom for the Peoples

OW Judge Rutherford’s great lecture Free-
- dom for the Peoples affected two promi-
nent Brooklyn business men is interestingly
brought out in the two letters which follow. The
truth is gradually spreading and finding lodg-
ment in honest hearts in every walk of life.

October 33, 1927

Judge Rutherford,
International Bible Studenis Association,
Brooklyn, New York.

Dear Sir:

I loawed my copy of Freedom for the Peoples to &
friend of mine. He returned it in this morning’s mail
with the sifached letter, which I thought might be of
interest to you.

His sentiments are the same as mine regarding your
ditlie booklet; and I used {o be a regular attendant of

Plymouth Church while Dr. Hillis was pastor there and
heard the exact remarks which you have quoted.
Wishing you many more years in the geod work you
are carrying on and God’s richest blessings, I remam
Very truly vours,
) P. C. Herwia.

October 29, 1927
My dear Friend:
Fnclosed please find booklet, which has been read twice
with great interest.
Believe it to be absolutely true and correct and the

finest piece of literature to be had, comparable with the

holy Bible, -
Sorry had not time to deliver it personally, Will see
you when in yeur neighborhood.
Again thanking you, with best regards,
Yours sincerely,
C. M. Meveg.

F

. A Stinging Indiciment of Capitalism

aBBY ', Warp, Professor of Christian Ethies,
Union Theological Seminary, New York
City, has had the courage to issue the following
stinging indietment of the capitalistic order:
The capitalist grder has yet to face the conscience of
"~ imankind when the common intelligence has fully grasped
the significance of the fact that in every nation war
profits fav exceeded those of peace, that the war occa-

sioned the greaiest inercase of private fortumes ever
known.

This fact fully reveals the moral nature of & systern
which makes profits even ont of death and dishonor,
which ecapitalizes the supreme fragedy of the world as
it capitalizes its laughter and its joy, which proposes
to draw intercst forever on the millions of youth whe
now lie in the battlefields of Furope when they might
be heiping to make a new world,
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' Along with this fact must be put another. Of the
several forces which operated o defeat the hope of those
who saw s new international order coming ocut of the
war, not the least was the wnconscious influence of the
present financial system and the actual intrigues of its
chief manipulators end bencficiaries. , . . To these two
necessities the interests of humanity were sacrificed.

When the plain people understand what lies behind
the terms of the settlement in regard to China, when
they comprehend the real meaning and causes of the
policy of the Allies in Fastern Furope and the Near
East, if they do not then reject the capitalist order as
& corvvupter and destroyer of humanity there iz indeed
small bope for the future.

The capitalist order is passing, not because of défects
in its machinery, but because ils power is giving ouf,
. . . Another indication of its approaching demise is
the progressive abandonment in the colleges of that sys-
tem of political economy which deluded itzelf and the
rest of us into believing that it was discovering inex-
orable and immutable economic law when it was only
analyzing and revealing the workings of a competifive
eapitalistic mode of production and distribution.

But the war has so shaken the authority of the capi-
talist order, and the peace has so revealed its moral
bankruptey even to its own defenders, that not any sap-
port it may secure in the world of science or of religion
can restore it to power.

Because the present economie order is guite generally
admitted to be inadequate for both the spiritual and
practical needs of human society, it does not follow that
it is straightway, or ever, to be totally wiped out.

What economic order is to presently replace the capi-
talist system, does wot yet appear. The matter is still
in the stage of experimentation, with the probabilily
that the result in form will be composite. But if the
world is te move forward, its economic life must be or-
ganized around different ethical principles than those
which dominate in the present system. No change of
machinery will restore the world or satisfy the hopes
and longings of humanity. , .

At present the attitude of those who constitute the
class of privilege toward any proposed change in the
economic order does not give much hope of pregress by
accommodation rather than coercion. Before a Govern-
ment Commission, one affer another the men who derive
large incomes from the mining royalties on thousands
of acres of land in Great Britain, which was given their
ancestors by long-dead kings, announced their defer-
mined opposition to any policy for the nationalization
of mines,

In Cavada, the Federal government ends a strike by
sending federal troops to throw the leaders imto prisom.
In the United States the socialists are denied meeting

—places and mobbed under the ineciting influence of the

misrepresentations of the press; and laws are being
passed io prevent revolutionary propaganda in such
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terms that they can be and are administered to repress
all organized discussion of fundamentsl political, sociak
and economic change.,

Nor is the situation more hopeful in the world a8
large. The peoples appreach the problem of economia:
readjustment with the blood lust aroused-by the World
War still boiling within them, still suffering from that
madness which leads humanity to devour ilself. Those
whe seek in Hastern and Central Furope to bring in &
new order ave frankly trusting in the power of mailed
might,

The governments of France and Great Britain speak
fair words to the forces of labor, and meantime seek to
mobilize the army against possible industrial revolntion.
A war to end war results in multiplied wars and threats
of war. and cccasions iicreased armaments in the demo-
cratic states.

At Paris the &lder siatesmen made decisions whick
unchanged will involve the world in two future struggles
both greater than the war just finished. In giving to
Japan tervitory and economic power in China, in viole-
tion of all the principles professed by the leaders of
democracy and even of the accepted law of nations, they
have turned four hundred million people, the greatest
single reservoir of human power on earth, toward mili-
tarism and “real-politik”. Unless there is enough demo-
eracy left in the earth to undo that shameful deed, s
long and bitter retribution waits upon the Western
world.

Another decision at Paris invites the world-wide class
war. If is reported by reputable correspondents that dur-
ing April, 1818, the Soviet Government of Russia made
overtures to the Allies, offering to cease fighting, te
withdraw all its troops from every part of Russia not
accepting its autherity, to permit every part of Russia
to decide by free franchise what kind of government it
wented and to abide by the decision, on condition that
the Allies do likewise and resume economic relations
with Russia:

The only answer fo that offer which the world has heard
kas been the sending of further aid o the forces attack-
ing the Russian Soviet Government and the sending of
the Rumanian army into Hungary {o attack the Soviet
Government there. This decision is tantamount to a dee-
laration of class war by the forces of capitalism, using
the democratic state as its mouthpiece and instrument,

Are they blind like those why sat behind the doors of
the palaces of Petrograd in sbsolute ignorance of the
storm rising among the common people of Russia? Does
immediate economic gelf-interest so blind them that thev
capnot see the consequewces to the present structurs of
property and credit of frying to maintain it by force o
arms? g

Yet because of the nature of that structure it dare
not trust its future fo the reason and justice of the com~
mon pecple, It therefore compels those of its chief priests
gnd rulers who seck peace to put their trust in fores,



Bible Questions and Answers

UESTION: When a person comes into the
world and dies, I suppose that would be
ealled the first death. But Revelation 20:6
speaks of a second death, What is it?

‘Amswer:“The second death means that a per-
gon dies the second time, from which death there
is no awakening; it means an entire cutting off,
extinction of being. There are billions of individ-
uals who have gone down to the tomb in the
first death. But through Christ Jesus they will
come forth again in the resurrection. In John
5:28,29 Jesus said: “Marvel not at this; for
the hour is coming, in the which all that are in
the graves shall bear his veice [the voice of
Jesus], and shall eome forth.,” These billions of
dead being awakened will come to a knowledge
of the truth in the kingdom. If they walk obe-
diently, they will be given everlasting life; but
if they persist in a wicked course after being
enlightened, they will die the second time.
This ée the second death. It means an entire
eutting off for ever.

Now let us examine the scriptures in support
of this, In Ezekiel 18:20 we read, “The soul
that sinneth it shall die.” In Psalm 37:10 we
read, “Yet a little while, and the wicked shall not
be; yea, thoun shalt diligently consider his place,
and it shall not be.” In Psa. 9:17 we read, “The
wicked shall be turned [Hebrew word shub, to
return or be turned back] into hell [the grave,
sheol}, ané all the nations that forget God.” Of
course to be turned back into the grave the
second time would be to die the second death.
In the kingdom Christ Jesus is King and Proph-
et, or Teacher of the people. Any individual
who will not hear and obey Christ Jesus will be

cut off from all life. In Aets 3:23 we read, “And
the soul that will not hear that prophef, shall
destroyed from among the people.”

Question: In what sense may one enlightencd
by the truth even now as a Christian be in dan-
ger of and die the second death?

Answer: An individual who has been enlight-
ened with the truth, has received the favor of
fellowship with Christ Jesus, and who then
turns from the truth and persists in a wicked
course knowingly even dexying the blood of Je-
susg, will die the second death, although he goes
down to the grave but once. The reason is this:
Aftér one makes a consceration to do God’s holy
will, is covered by the merit of Jesus, and spirit
begotien, such an individual is a new creature
in Christ Jesus, Ieis released from the Adamie
condemnation and death eommon to the world.
He is a new creature in Christ Jesus, If after
having been delivered from the Adamie death
he now persists in a wicked course, such an one
will die the second death. In Hebrews 6:4-6 weo
read, “For it is impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the heaven-
ly gift, and were made partakers of the holy
spirit, and have tasted of the good word of God,
and the powers of the age to come, if they shall
fall away, to renew them again unto repentance;
sceing they crucify to themselves the Son of God
afresh, and put bim to an open shame.”

The Christian should ever keep before himsel#
the purpose of hig existence. That purpose is
to honor Jechovah. If the Christian does this
with his faculties and means, and is faithfuol to
the end, there will be no danger of the second
death. e will be a joyful Christian. He will
have part in the first resurrection.

The Origin of Christmas

I writer quotes the following very instrue-

tive item concerning Christinas from Prog-

ress, issite of December 1926, Vol. X, No. 12,
page 504

Qur far-away Qermanic ancestors made merry when
the sun, which they revered as the source of all good,
gtayed his vetreat before the forces of darkness and
winter and began to retvace his course, dispelling the
gloom of winter as he advanced ; bringing in his train
whispering winds from the south; singing birds, which

By J. L. Bolling

had fied before the advancing cold ; and nodding Sowers,
to eall the slumbering forces of life into action and to
start again the heautiful pancrama of the passing yesr.
And as they made merry fo welcome the returning sun
with feasting and dancing, a mythology still more an-
eient than the Nalure worship of their times iropeiled
them fo bring in from the forests evergreen trees gym-
bolieal of the great tree ¥ gedrasill of Norse belief, whose
branches supported the universe ifself; and they hung
Lights on the trees to represent the stars upheld by the
great iree of the universe; and they brought gifts to
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express their appreciation of the many blessings which
the sun was bringing them.

Then, in due time, the missionaries of a new faith
came and, finding that this season of merry-making had
become a part of the home life of the people, adopted
it for the use of the Chureh and made it commemorative
of tho beautiful story of the Nativity when shepherds

watched their flocks by night and wise men brought -

presents from the Hast.

History tells us that Christmas was made &
holiday by Pope Gregory in the Fourth Century.
‘As indicated in the last paragraph of the quota-
tion, Catholic missionaries engrafted the pagan
eelebration referred to onto their own faith, and
made it part and parcel of the Roman Catholic
religion, in order to gain more influence and
eonverts among the pecople.

And this reminds us of the statement of a
noted cardinal who said that the Catholic system
of worship “is the very instrument and appen-
dages of demonism sanctified by adoption into
the Mother Church”. Notice how closely this
eclebration in “Christendom” parallels that of
the pagans, in the tree, the lights, and the
merrymaking.

Everybedy gets the “spirit of the occasion”
and is bent upon “having a good time” as they
call it. The masses become intoxicated with
worldliness and go pleasnre mad. There is a
make-believe of unselfishness expressed in the
exchange of gifts and greetings; but for each
gift sent anotlher is expected in refurn.

The air is full of sermons, editorials and
proclamations about Christ; and everybody
affects to worship Christ; but as the Psalmist
gays of this class, “God is not in all their
thoughts,” but they have removed their hearts
far from Ilim, and are merely bowing in idol-
svorship to the relie of a pagan custom.

Drunkeuness, bacchanalian revelries and gen-
e1ral dissipation mark the course of “this prescnt
evil world” on that cceasion. It is a time when
churchianity is whitewashed and the old “Moth-
er” and her “harlot” daughters sally forth in
their best garb.

The churches are filled with great hordes of
pecple who have been deluded into thinking that
they are Christians; and the “worship” is an
abominable medley of Bible reading, comments,
spiced with jokes and apt illustrations, laughter,
boy scout marches, praise of the present order,
sanctification of war, patrioiic speeches, ete.
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The whole thing is comparable to a eircus;
the “spirit” closely parallels that of a political
convention; and the people leave, buoyed up in
the false belief that they have done something
grand in the way of worsh1p of the meek and
bumble Nazarene.

Fven the Lord’s truly consecrated saints do
not clearly comprehend the matter and are more
or less influenced by the general hubbub of ex-
citement. They realize that December 25th is
not the birthday of our Lord; but the thought
seems never to have occurred to them that
everything must be “done decently and in order”
and that if Jesus had instituted the celebration
of His birthday, IIe doubtless would have re-
quired that it be observed on the true date, in-
stead of almost three months afterward.

We see now that Christ had nothing at all {o
do with the institution of “Christmas”; and the
question arises, Shall we continue to observe a
Roman Catholic holiday and bow the knee to
Rome? Is not this a part of the “mark of the
beast” to be thrown on the junk pile along with
other papal doctrines and practices? Should we
not merely quietly ignore it along with Lent,
Good Friday, St. Patrick’s Day, and other Pop-
ish days and ceremonies? And have you noticed
in this connection that the word “Christmas” is
merely a contraction of the palpably Catholic
term “CHRIST MASS”?

The question may arise, Who would oppose
the non-ohservance of Christmas among the
masses? The answer is that if a movement of
any econsidcrable magnitude in this direction
should develop, it would meet with the opposi-
tion of all “Chrislendom”: hoth (latholics and
Protestants would be a u*nt in opposing il; and
the leaders thereof would be misrepresented
and ostracized in every possible manner. It
would be as unpopular as present truth itself,
becanse a part of it.

Indeed; we have a bistorieal precedent in the
effort of the Puritans to ignore Christmas, rec-
ognizing it as an important part of the Roman
system of worship in Wyeliffe’s day; but they
found their path strewn with many difficulties.

The fact that the world, the flesh, and the
Devil are in favor of its perpetuation and ob-
servance, is s final and conclusive argument
against its celebration by those who ave dedi-
cated wholly to the servies of Jehovah,



Distress and Relief
[Broadeast from Station WBBR, New York, by Judge Rutherford.]

¥TT IS difficult for the people of America who
< have never visiled Europe to appreciate the
conditions under which the majority of the peo-
ple of that land must live. In America the fields
are broad, the air seems to be pure, there is a
fair opportunity of earning the necessities of
life and there is a degree of freedom. The con-
ditions in America, however, are not ideal nor
are they what they might be. There is a great
Heal of discontent and distress in America and
there is just cause for the existence of the same.

During the past two months I have visited
snech parts of Euvope as that limited time would
perinit. 1 have been there many times and al-
ways try to take nete of the conditions of the
people. On the cccasion of thig visit to Furope
it was my privilege to address large assemblies
of the people in Switzerland, Germany, Den-
mark, Seotland and Bugland., I took note that
these audicnces were composed chiefiy of that
class of people who by their honest and labori-
ous offorts produce the wealth of the Iand. Their
opportunities for enjoying the fruils of their
lahors, however, are very small and altogether
oul of proy-o:tion to what they should be. The
faces of the peonle plainly disclose that they are
in el digfrees,

The British ave regarded as a superior peo-
ple, gard themselves and are so re-
gruided by many others. From babyhood they
are tanaht in the home and in the schools that
the Briti-her 13 made of hetler clay than any
oither peon' on earth. The resnlt ig that the
youlh an | e grown-vps assmue an attitnde of
surcse dy. The fenndstion of diplomacy is
Ta. = the erad o. Tt is even born and hred into
1) oy wuple. Diplowacy peumits one (o put on an
outwar] appeirance while at the same time a
far differsal condifion exists in the inner man,

TWhen one gets aloser 1o the people and learus
of therr eonditious and Labits it is ensy w0 be
seen that there is method in the traming of
¢hildren to believe that they are superior to
others. Tleretofore I have pointed out from the
Seriptnres and oxtraneous facts that the British
Bmpire is the greatest on earth and that London
is the seat of the beast, which means that it is
the headquarters of the greatest empire the
world has known, Beast is a symbolic term used
to represent a world power under the supervi-
gion of the invisible overlord Satan the Devil.

Thoy so ¢
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Diplomaecy is the Devil’s method of carrying out
his schemes amongst men. He is sagacious,
adroit and wily. His attempt is to train the peo-
ples of his greatest empire for his purposes.
The Devil has fairly well succeeded so far as
outward appearance goes but his days are num-
bered and the freedom of the people draws nigh!
The few who constitute the ruling class are
haughty, harsh, arrogant and ofien oppressive.
The common people, having been brought up in
an atmosphere suggesting that Britain is the
greatest empire on earth, have learned to look
with awe upon their rulers and for cenfuries
have willingly submitted to them and fried teo
be guided by them. The rulers have taken ad-
vantage of their condition and made the burdens
of the common people grievous to be borne.
Today there are hundreds of thousands of
people on the dole, which means that they are
withont employment, have no opportunily to
earn a livelihood and that the government doles

tance that prevents starvation. This condition
has existed in a marked degree during the pasé
ten years.

The living conditions of the British common
people are far {rom ideal. The land is dotted
with small villages, and from a distance these
give tho appearance of beauty and desivabibily
as a place of remdevce. On closer observalion
it iz seen that they {urnish anyihing bnt a de-
siralle place to live in meace ard contentnent.
Large fawmilies live in small guarteis where
necessarily the sanitary econditions and ventila-
tion ave inadequate. Their clothing and shoes
must be of poor gqualily because they ean afford
none better and their daily food is even worse.
Many families have meat but once each week
and consider thev are fortonate to have it that
often. They roast their meat, and the juice that
drong thereflrom is thinned with water to ma'e
of it a greater quantity. These juices, or gravy,
are called “drippings”. During the week the
people labor hard and their daily food consiats
of bread scaked with these drippings, and tea.
Under such conditions it is impossible for them
to have comfort and proper care and nourish-
went of the body.

Mingle with the pecple and you will see that
the babes in arms are sweet and beantifnl crea-
tures, but mark the boys and girls in their teens
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and the older ones. Their faces are drawn and
marked with sadness and distress and they soon
become misshapen in countenance aud in body.

A young man serves an apprenticeship and
learns a trade and then may be fortunate enough
to obtain & job. His wages are small and if he
possesses courage sufficient to reguest higher

" pay he’is told : “You should be glad that you are
not on the dole. If you are not satisfied with
your pay you can quit.” IIe knows that many
others ars waiting for his place and he knows
he must help support his family and the condi-
tions therefore compel him to submit.

The laboring class has formed organizations
for their self-protection and from time to time
have gone on a strike. But these bave always
failed. This was uever more clearly demon-
strated than in the eoal strike. The government
there demonstrated its power o be greater than
ever before and holding the whip hand compelled

the laboring class to aceept the terms offered -

them or starve, The clergy own large interests
in the coal mines and work against the laboring
people.

Walking through the parks in the evening it
is a common thing to see hundreds of couples of
young men and young women sitting upon the
grass or benches visiting with each other and
often locked in each other’s embrace. At first
one is disgusted with this publie love-making,
Looking into the matter further, however, and
the conditions that surround the people one is
moved with pity for them. These young people
work in shops and factories during the long
hours of the day. Their living quarfers are
small and crowded. They have no place to enter-
tain each other at home. Conditions foree them
into the public parks in order that they may
have some personal communication with each
other. Their conduct in public cannot be classed
as lewd but it must be embarrassing to young
people {o be compelled to make love to each other
in the public parks. But the guestion always
arises, Who are the responsible ones? Tt does
not seems with all the land there is upon the
earth, and all the houses that are built or might
reasonably be built, with all the mansions and
estates that are inhabited by a few favored ones
that the masses of the common people who love
the air, the light, nourishing food and liberty,
should not be permitted to enjoy some of these.

As a general rule the poor or common people
rear the largest families. These also have the
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least opportunity in this world to possess anid
enjoy the fruits of their labors. The prospests
set before them are in no wise encouraging. The
father and mother see their children coming te
the age of maturity. They are fully aware of
their own inability to save and lay up for their
children. They know that vaturally their chil-
dren-in due time would like to marry and bring
up families. They are alsc familiar with the
hard conditions and the great difficuliies that
beset the pathway of the young in geiling a
start. The situation before them and for their
children is dark and naturally the parenis are
anxious about them and are troubled and im
distress.

‘What is said here about the British peopls
applies to the common peoples of all Continental
Furope. In some parts it iz much worse tham
in the Dritish Isles. No wonder then the peo-
ples of Europe who love their families and de-
sire {0 see their children live under betier con-
ditions have g great desire to come to the broad
lands of America. But the governing powers
say: “You can come only under such conditiong
a8 we provide.” We know that this is not the
Lord’s way because the Scriptures declare that
God made all men and all nations of one blood
to dwell upon the earth, and in the sight of the
Lord no one class of ruling people has & right
to say that the men of one part of the earth shall
not seek”another part where he or his can be
better cared for.

‘When you consider the great handieap under
which the common peoples of Europe labor yom?
heart bleeds for them. Great numbers are miss

"shapen and are diseased in body as a result of

under-nourishment, and this leads them into vice.
They need help. They need relief from present
conditions and they need freedom io enjoy the
things which God has prepared for man,

What the Government Boes

HAT is being doxne to make the conditions
of the peop}e better? There is some out-
ward demonstration of an effort in this behalf
and loud claims as to what is being done; buf
an honest and unbiased investigation of the facis
shows that practically nothing is being or cam
be done by the powers that rule. The ruling clasg
is made up of the rich, the professional politi-
cians and professional clergymen, The time and
efforts of the rich are taken up in making more
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‘money and in increasing their power and schem-
fng to keep the people in subjection. Therefore
they see to it that the government is made
stronger and that the army and navy are always
on a substantial basis and in condition for action.

The politicians are busy holding their own
Jobs. They harangue the people about policies
of improvements and betterment. They appro-
priate some of the people’s money to build a
few hospitals and other public institutions. Their
first interest, however, is to loock after themselves
and their allies. Neither the rich nor the poli-
ticians know how to better the condition of the
people nor how to point them to God’s way of
blessing,

The clergy pretend to be preachers of the
Word of God. They pose befere the people as
Christian leaders. They take the name of Christ
and pretend fo follow him. But they do not believe
the Bible and they do not teach it and they do
not want the people to know what the Bible
teaches. They not only fail fo teach the Word of
Jod themselves but they do everything within
their power to keep the people away from a
proper understanding of the goodness of God.
Therefore they join forees with the rich and the
political element, and with pious and hypoerit-
1eal faces claim that the present government is
God's kingdom on earth and that the people
must patriotically support it and that there is
1o other way to receive the blessings of life.

‘As an evidence that these men do not believe
the Bible although they pose as Christians, I
guote the Daily FKxpress published in London
Monday, September 19, 1927, This paper pub-
lishes a siatement issued by Bishop Gore and

made by him at Grosvenor Chapel the day befdre -

its publication. This man’s name suggests blood
or death and his teaching is in hawmony there-
with. Amongst other things he ridicules the Bi-
ble and quotes Tolstoy’s saying that “the Jews
are masters of story-telling”. “We are nourish-
ing a vain hope if we suppose that the early
chapters of Genesis or the stories aboyt Daniel
and Enoch are ever going to be accepted as
history. They have none of the characteristics
of history a8 real science has learned to detect
them, and it is no good kicking against facts.”
This is a sample ¢f one of the distinguished
gcclesiastical leaders,

I bave in my possession a letfer dictated by
the Bishop of Birmingham to his secretary and
$ransmitted by his gecretary to the secretary of
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& class of Bible Students in Fngland., I quote
the letter in full:

Bishop’s Croft—THarborne
Birmmingham, %2th July, 1927

The Bishop of Birmingha desires me to acknowledga
your letter, and to say thal he himself approaches the
Bible from the standpoint of medern scientific and liter-
ary knowledge, He regards the Bible as the basis of ,
the Christian faith and, naturally, values highly its in-
spiration; but he dees not attach to if the infallibility
which he believes the International Bible Students Asso-
clation claims for it. Under thesc circumstances he feels
thet an interview with your representative would nok
lead to any useful result,

Yours faithfully,

N. M, V. Owen, Scc’y.
To the Sec’y, I. B. 8. A,

The Bible Students ave trying to bring the
truth to the people as set forth in God’s Word.
The Bishop of Birmingham is a sample of thess
ecclesiastical soc-called leaders of organized

" Christianity that ave using all their endeavors

to keep the people in the dark.

This class of men was on the carth when Jesus
was here and the same class of hypoerites has
been on earth ever sinee and are still here. The
crop is inereasing. They make a great pretense
of what they are doing and they always look
after self. No wonder Jesus called them liars,
hypocrites and sons of the Devil. These eccle-
siastics form a part of the government of the
great world power. They are more reprehensi-
ble and more responsible because it is their duty
to know what God’s provision is for the people
and to inform the people thereof. They not only
fail {o tell the people the truth but they connive
and scheme to keep the people from hearing the
truth from any one because the truth exposes
their hypocrisy and tends to the relief and lib-
erty of mankind.

An instanee is given here: In the British
Empire radio broadeasting is exclusively under
the control of the government. No citizen can
gven own and use a receiving set without paying
2 license therefor and having a permit from the
governiment, The government determines what
the people shall hear and no one is permitfed to
broadeast anything without permission of the
government. The clergy see to it that nothing
goes over the radio that would in any wise ex-
pose their hypoerisy and show the people the
truth of God’s plan. I have spoken in Britain
on many occasions. Some three months ago it
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was anpounced in Glasgow, Scotland, that I
would visit that city early in September. No hall
in Britain in recent years has been adequate fo
hold the people that have come to hear a Bible
lecture by me concerning God’s plan. In Scotland
alone 26,000 owners of radio receiving sets, and
who are therefore citizens and taxpayers to the
government, signed a petition and presented it
to the government asking that my lecture from
St. Andrews Hall in Glasgow on September 11th
be broadeast. This petition was contemptuously
pushed aside and the request denied. Thousands
of people came. St. Andrews Hall was quickly
packed out. Two other nearby halls were linked
up with wires and loud speakers; these were
filled, while thousands more stood in the streetls
anxious for an opportunity to hear. This is one
of many instances showing how the rich and the
politicians and the clergy that hold the people
by the throat deny them their petitions even to
hear about God’s provision for their reiief.

It was my privilege on that ocecasion to de-
seribe the blessings that God has promised in
His established kingdom on earth. The question
was propounded : “How many would like to see
such a kingdom established amongst ment”
Every one in the St. Andrews Hall immediately
Tose up except one, and that one was a preacher,
Every one in the other halls, I am informed,
likewise stocod up, while the people in the street,
many of whor were hearing through loud speak-
ers on the outside of the hall, removed their
hats as an evidence of their approval.

Nat For the Kingdom
T IS apparent to any honest person who ob-
& gerves the conditions of manlkind, the suffer-
ings which men must endure by reason of pres-
ent conditions, the sufferings that they endure
becanse of disease of body and mind, that they
are in great need of help. God has permitted
the human race to pass through scme terrible
experiences in order that they might learn that
He is God., Now His time has come for them to
know something of the loving provision He has
made for them. And it sebms almost certain that
when the knowledge of the Lord ills the earth, in
the manner whick He has promised it shall 1
it, the mass of mankind will rise up with joy
and follow the Lord in the way that leads fo life
and happiness.

No power on earth is able o point out the
way to life. Jehovah God aloneisthe great Life-
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giver. He gave the first man life which he might
have enjoyed perpetually had he been obedienf
te God. Man’s disobedience brought sickness,
sorrow and death. The entire human race has
suffered by reason thereof, This has been the
best method for them to learn that there is ne
power under heaven that can give them relief
except Jehovah.

In due time God sent His beloved Son, whe
by His death and resurrection, provided the
redemptive price for man. In the meantime God
bhas been selecting the true followers of Christ
to be associated with Him in His great work of
blessing mankind. Now the iime has come a
which God will have a strong witness given im
the earth fo the nations and peoples that they
may know that Jehovah ig God, that there is ne
other name given under heaven for man’s salva-
tion except the name of Jesus Christ, and that
Hisblood has provided redemption and peace for
all who accept it upon God’s terms. The time has
come for the establishment of the kingdom and
the people must know about this in order that
they may be in the proper condition of mind te
accept its blessings.

‘What then are the blessings that the kingdoms
will provide for mankind?

Blessings Coming

A MONG the first biessings for the common
« & people, war will be eliminated ; becaunse God
promises that in His kingdom the people shall
beat their swords into plowshares and their
gpears into instruments of farming. Natiom
shall not lft up sword against nation nor ghall
they learn war any more. (Isaiah 2:24) Then
the people will dwell together in peace,

The government will not be controlled by self-
ish men who attempt o keep the peopie in the
darkness, bat it is written by God’s prophet that
the government will rest upon the shoulder off
Christ Jesus, His beloved Son; that His name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
Mighty God, the Fverlasting Life-Giver, the
Prince of Peace, and the peace and blessings of
His government shall never end.

Through His prophet the Lord God declares
that His king shall rale in righieounsness, and
that with righteonsness He shall judge the poorw.
(Fsaiah 32:1; 11:4,5) This will mean that the
poor will have the same opportunity in the
courts or councils as the rich. In fact, there will
be no rich and no poor, because every man will
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have an equal opportunity to do right and re-
geive the blessings of the Lord.

Among the first wbrk of the kingdom the Lord
will destroy all hypocrisy, falsehood and false
teachings and do away with injustice and estab-
lish justice and righteousness instead. It is writ-
ten by God’s prophet: “Judgment will T lay to
the line, and righteousness to the plummet; and
the hail [truth] shall sweep away the refuge of
les.”"—TIsaiah-28: 17,

No false teachers then will be permitted to
Beceive the people. They will not be permitted
to pose before mankind as tecachers of Chris-
tianity and as followers of Christ and at the
gsame time deny the Bible, deny God’s provision
for the salvation of man. These false doclrines
are the result of the Devil's infiuence, becanse
Jesus so stated in John 8:44. He again states
in Revelation 20:1-3 that in God’s kingdom Sa-
tan shall be restrained, that he and his agencies
ghall not be permitied to deceive the people, In
gorroberation of this, God’s prophet Habakkuk
{2:14) says that then the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord shall fill the whole sarth as
the waters fill the deep.

Fuarthermore, eoncerning that time God says
through His prophet Jeremiab (31:34) that
it shall not then he necessary for every man o
teach hiz neighbor but all shell know the Loxd
from the leasi fo the greatest of them.

The profiteers, aided and abetted by {he poli-
ticians while working behind the smoke screcn
procuced by the preachers, have ftaken advan-
tage of {he common people and robbed them and
torned thew into the shambles to slarve. This
will have to cease under God’s righteous govern-
mient, beeause it is declared by Iis prophet that
then none shall hurt nor destroy another in all
His holy kingdom.—Isaiah 11:9. -

When you go amongst the common peoples
of earth it requires but little observation to see
that their Jabors are in vain, because they pro-
duece wuch and enjoy little. Tt will be differend

in the. righteous kingdom of the loxd, because -
it is wrilten by God’s pmphet Isaink (63 233 »
*They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth.

for trouble? for they are the seed of the blessed

of the Lord, and their offspring with them.” Here

is set forth 2 comforting and blessed hope for
parents themselves and for their childven; and
what better could we do than to point ont these
wonderful truths to mankind?

In one town alone in (Jermany having a popu-
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lation of less than 300,000 I was informed that
there were more than 5,000 people that had no
place where they could sleep in & house. This is
an average condition in many parts of Europe.
How will it be in God’s kingdom? What pre-
eious promise has He made to-comfort the dis-
tressed and relieve them from their sorrowful
condition? I guote the words of His prophet in
Isaiah 65:21, 22: “And they shall build houses,
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vine-
yards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not
build, and ancther inhabit; they shall not plant,
and another eat: for as the days of a tree arve
the days of my people, and mine elect shall long
enjoy the work of their hands.”

Millions of the misguided poor of this earth
are induced to give up a goodly portion of the
fruits of their Eabmfs to support an ecclesiastical
system that not only keeps them in the dark but
teaches them falschoods that bring to them dis-.
tress. Cail to mind the poor working all week
and feeding npon bread and drippings. Look at
their misshapen bodies as 2 result of mndernonr-
ishment. Then compare these conditions with
those which God has promised shall eome to the
obedient ones of the human raee under Ilis
kingdom. Through His prophei He says: “And
in this mountain [kingdom] shall the Lord of
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things,
& feast of wines on the lees, of fat things {ull of
marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. And
he.will destroy in this mountain [kingdom] the
face of the covering cast over all people, and the
vall that is spread over all nations.” (Isaiah 23
8, 7) Here the promize is that not only will the
Lmd provide adequate food for the people that
will nourish and strengthen them in body and
mind but He will destroy the falsehoods th¢
are cast over their faces and open their eyes 1o
g clear understanding of the truth that they
might rojoice that He is God. Then instead of
suffering bodily pain and mental anguish and

“laboring under distress they will enjoy peace

and I’uwlth and prosperity, One of the pmcwws
promises the Lord has made concerning this is
recorded in Jeremish 33:6: “Behold, I will
bring it health and cure, and I will cure them,
and will reveal unte them the abundance off
peace and troth.,” Another one of his precious
promises is found in Isaiak 33:24: “And the
inhabitant shall not say, I am sick; the people
that dwell therein shall be forgiven their
iniguity.”
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One of the great fealures of God’s kingdom
which is now being established is deseribed as
the highway, This is symbolic language, of
eourse. A highway represents a broad way lead-
ing to a geal; and the highway of life therefore
pictures God’s way of leading the people back
to that which they desire. Concerning this
through His prophet He says: “And an highway
shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called,
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass
over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring
men, though fools, shall not err therein.”—
Isaiah 35: 8.

Those who desire to know the trath and who
obey the truth shall then live'and be restored {o
perfect condition of body and mind and dwell on
the earth for ever. Concerning that time Jesus
says: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, If 8 man
keep my saying, he shail never see death.”—
John 8: 51,

In America the clerzy are exactly as they
are in Hurope, They do not believe the Bible
nor do twy teach it. They pose as representa-
tives of the Lord on carth, receive money at the
hands of the people upon a pretext of insiruet-
fmw them in things pertaining to life and happi-

ess as God has uet forth. ¥t iz wmanifesi, how-
ever, from what they teach that they are not
mowd by the spirit of the Lord, because they
refuse to teach s Word, What is the reason
for this? The answer is given in the Seripturcs.
Jesus answered it in John 12: 1»1; the Apostile
Paunl answered it in 2 Corinthians 4: .,ﬁ and
voth Jesus and Panl declared that Ssian is the
god of this world and that he blinds the people
in every possible way to kesp them from know-
ing God’s wrovision for life, Satun is the god
of this world. The clergy are a part of the world.
TG hese eonstitute the leaders of so-called or
genized @}n'i‘sﬁiﬁnity which is linked with the
other ruling factors of the world. Acling under
the supervision of fheir invisible overlozrd they
keep the people in the dark.

~ehnvah’s time hag come, however, for the peo-
ple to know the truth and they are beginning te
know it. Never was there a greater privilege
granted to man than to tell his fell ow crediures
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about the blessings that God has in store for
them. There is a way, and only one way, of com-
plete relief. God’s kingdom on earth is the way.
His kingdom is at hand. Let the peoples fake
courage, look up, and lift up their heads because
the time of deliverance draws nigh!

European history briefly refers to the lLittls
company of faithful Christians that lived at
Leyden, in the southern part of Holland. A
goodly portion of this company of Christians
seeking a place where they might worship God
in spirit and in truth fled on the Mayfiower and
isnded on the bleak shores of New Kmngland.
They came with the desire to represent the Lord
and preach the Scriptures. Today the spirit of
oppression in America is as sirong as it was
then in Holland or England. This oppression
is ecarvied on in a more subtle and hidden man-

ner, however. The ecclesiastics of Awerica would
if possible prevent the peoples of this land from
hearing the message of God’s kingdom. They
have asccess to the largest radic connection on
sarth and yet absolutely fail and refuse to tell
the peonle “of velief that is coming through the
kingdom of God.

As Bible Students we have no guarrel with
any person. e do deem it our God-given duty,
however, to tell the people the troth and to ad-
vise them that Jehovah is (od, that Christ is
King, and that the kingdom of God will bring
eomplete relief to mdmhmd This is the only
reason or excuse thal we persistently proclaim
this measage without the thuuﬂ*ht of aklmf up &
eollection. We are mot doing it for peeuniary
pmut nor for me mwmum Em f{m 37 degire to be

Ainesses 1o the Lord. That whirh man desirves
@bm& everything else is Jife and the blessings
that are incident thereto, God's kingdom W&ﬁ
bring all of these things desived. Becausc il is
at hand it can now be confidenily snnounced
from the Seriptures that milions of people now
living on the earth shall know the trath and chey
it and thus doing shall never die. "This ds cer~
tainly good news which all should joyfully de-
give to hear and sbounld fake delight in passing

it on to their neighbors.

“Near not that the tyrants shall rule for ever,
Or the priests of the hicody falth;

They stapd on the brink of the mighty river
Whose waves they have tainted with death.

“Tt s fed from the depths of & thousand delisy
Arogpd them it fowms nnd rages and swells;
And thelr swords and their seepters I Joating ses

Iike wrecks on the surge of eternity.”



The Good News of the Gospel. What Is It ?

[Broadeast from Station WBBR, New York, by M. L. Hartman.}

F IS my privilege to tell you of some of the
4. marvelous things that Jehovah has in store
for the people.

In God’s Word the plan of salvation for the
whole human race is outlined. This plan includes
every human being that has come into existence
and those yet to be born. If what I have to say
this morning brings comfort and enconragement
then render your heartfelt thanks to*the great
(Creator, for it is His plan and not man’s.

The text which forms the basis of this dis-
cussion is found in Matthew’s gospel, chapter
24, verse 14, and reads as follows: “And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all
the world for a witness unto all nations: and
then shall the end come.” The word “gospel” in
this text means good news. The phrase “This
gospel of the kingdom” implies a certain defi-
nite message to be preached at a stated time.

The text under eonsideration informs us that
this gospel shall be preached as a witness unto
all nations before the end comes. The “end” hers
referred to is the end of the wicked social order
under Satan’s dominion. The word end is taken
from the Greek word felos and means to set out
for a definite point or goal, or in other words,
the point aimed at. The point aimed ati is the
setting up of a righteous government on the
earth by the Lord for the people. This is the
central theme of the Old and New Testaments.

QOrder is heaven’s first law. Jehoval’s plan al-
80 in regard to man is orderly and is carried out
exactly on time.

The purpose of this lecture is to prove by the
Seriptures, supported by the physiealfacts, first-
ly, that the time has come for Jehovah to establish
a government on the carth for the uphft and
benefit of the people; and secondly, that this
good news of the kingdom is now being preached
to all the nations for a witnesg before the final
destruction of the unrighteous order under the
dominion of Satan that now exists on the earth.
And we shall also be interested to know what
blessings will come as the result of this kingdom,

The Gospel of the Kingdom
TUTSIDE of the ransom sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, the most important teaching from
Genesis to Bevelation is the kingdom. Ewery
prophet and apostle wrote concerning it.

The Prophet Isaish foretells of the establish-

ment of a government on earth which shall he
on the shoulder of the Prince of Peace and
which shall have no end. This is found in the
9th chapter of Isaiash. The Prince of Peace is
Christ the Lord. When He wag on earth He
opened His ministry with the words, “The king-
dom of heaven is at hand.” Ii is called the king-
dom of heaven because it proceeds from Jeho-
vah God. The one whom He has ancinted to ba
King is His beloved Son.,

The preaching of Jesus and the burden of all
the parables which He uttered were concerning
the kingdom. The question may here arise, Is
not the kingdom of heaven a spiritual thing,
something above and beyond the life and realm
of man? T answer, No; because it is here on the
earth that man needs a righteous government
dealing justice to all

It is on the earth that man suffers from war,
famines, disease, trouble, high taxes, high rents,
lack of the necessities of life, from the heavy hand
of oppressors, wicked politicians, conscienceless
profiteers and hypoeritical and lying preachers.
It is here on earth that Jesus taught His diser-
ples to pray for His kingdom to come, saying,
“Thy kingdom come; thy will be done,” not in
heaven, but “on earth as in heaven”.

In support of this statement I use the text
found in Daniel 2:44: “In the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed: and the king-
dom shall not be left to other pecple, but 1t shall
break in pieces and consume 2l these kingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever.”

This seripture, like many others, proves that
the Lord’s government will be established on the
carth. It also shows that there will be kings
1aling over great nations when the time comes
for the Lord to set up His kingdom.

Signs of the Somn of Man
F, AS mentioned at the outset of my diseourse,
the time hag srrived for Jehovah to establish
His government on the earth, then there should
be clear Seriptural evidence fo support that eon~
clusion; that evidenee should also be supported
by fuifilled prophecy which we call physical
facts ; these physical facts should fit the prohecy
and should be generally known to all.
Our contention is, that Christ Jesus who is
invigibly present, took to Himself His power

i8¢
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and began His reign in the year 1814, and that
then the kingdom began to funetion.

The clergymen have long held that their chief
business was to bring everyone into some ¢hurch
organization and thus to convert the world.
They have held that by so doing they would set
up God’s kingdom for Him. What do the Serip-
tures say?

In the 18th chapter of Johw's gospel, record
is made of the trial of Jesus before Pilate. Pi-
late had guestioncd Him.whether He was the
King eof the Jews., Jesus answered in these

words, “My kingdowm is not of {his world: if my’

kingdom were of this world, then would my ser-
vants fight, that I should not be delivered te the
Jews: but now i1s my kingdom not from hence.”

The word “world” in this text is from the
Greek word Losinos, which means orderly ar-
rangement, according to Dr. Strong’s Concor-
dance. Tn other words, the word “world” would
mean the people organized into forms of gov-
ernment under the supervision of an overlord.

When Jehovah created the first human pair
in the garden of Kden, Iie placed Liuncifer over
them as their overlord. After iniquity was found
in his heart his name was changed to Satan and
Devil. Iie overreached and misled our first par-
ents and cauxed them to be disloyal to their
Creator. Jehovah did not take away his appoint-
ment over them.

At the time of the first advent, four thousand
years later, Satan was still ruling over the peo-
ple and nations. Jehovah permitted him to rule
for a wise purposc. In the wilderness Satan
tempted Jesus and offered Him the kingdoms
of this world, for they were still under his au-

thority. And so as Jesus stood belore Pilate -

he eould properly say, “My kingdom is not of
this world.”

Jesus on another occasion said: “The prince
of this world ecometh and hath nothing in me”
showing that Satan was at that time the ruler of
earth. Paul, having & clear nnderstanding of the
divine plan, many years after the death of Je-
sug said that the god of this world was Satanp
the Devil. See 2 Corinthians 4: 3, 4.

ALl of these texts above cited prove that the
Lord’s kingdom could not be set up during {his
present evil world., But this world must end
and then the I.ord’s kingdom conld be set up;
and this is why Jehovah will have the good news
of the kingdom preached to the people before

®
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the final end comes. This preaching will prepare
the hearts of those who hear the good news for
that kingdom, even as John the Baptist pre-
pared a people to accept the Messiab when He
came,

The End of the World

N THE 14th chapter of John, Jesus informs

His disciples of His return, which is knowsn
as the second advent. The diseciples no doubt
had been told that the kingdom would be estab-
lished at the Lords second presence and at the
end of the world. No doubt this informatiom
caused many questions to arise in their minds.
They would want to know when He was coming
again and what proofs there would be concern-
ing the end of the world.

These very gquestions were asked by the dis-
ciples. They are found in Matthew 24: 3, which
T read: “And as he sat upon the Mounnt of Olives
the disciples eame unto him privately, saying,
Tell us, when shall {hese things be? and what
shall be the sign [proof] of thy coming, and of
the end of the world? The word “coming” is
taken from the Greek word parousia, meaning
presence.

If the time has come for the establishment of
the Lord’s kingdom, as belore stated, then thess
signs must have taken place in our days.

The whole of the 24th chapter of Matthew con-
tains the answer to the question of the disciples.
The events foreteld have alse found fulfilment
in our day, particularly since 1914. For instance,
Matthew 24:7 is propbecy and is history now.
I read, “For nation shaill rise against nation and
kingdom against kingdom; and there shall bs
famines and pestilences and earthquakes in di-
vers places.”

Practically all of the so-called Christian na-
tions were involved in that great World War.
Never before has such a time of trouble beem
upon the earth. Sinee the war oppression has
been on the imereasc in every country; and is
that not what Jesus refers {o in the next verse,
where He says, “All these are the beginning of
sorrows” ¥ ;

The World War is connected with the faed
that Christ takes His power and begins His
reign as recorded in Revelation 11317, 18, which
reads: “We give thee thanks, O Lord God Al-
mighty, ...becanse thou hast taken to thee thy
great power, and hast reigned. And the nations



were angry, and thy wrath is come.” The lease
of Gentile rulership over the earth ended in the
fall of 1914, according to the Seriptures. Presi-
dent Wilson, in a speech at one of the peace con-
ferences, made this remarkable statement:
“The old world has ended. We must build a new.”

The End of Gentile Times

OR over forty years students of the Bible
had been telling the people that 1914 would
mark the end of the Gentile times. In other
words, that marked the end of Satan’s lease of
power and the disintegration of the nations. Do
not the facts show that this is true? I quote a
passage from Volume 2, Studics in the Scmpm
tures, which was Wm‘tteza in 1889 and which is
to the point: “The Bible evidence is clear and
strong that the Times of the Gentiles is a period
of 2520 years, from 606 B. C. to and inclnding
1914 A. D

Becognizing God’s lease of power to these
worldly or Gentile powers, we know not only
that they will fail and be overthrown and be
succeeded by the kingdom of Christ when their
“times” expire, but also that God will not take
the dominion from them, to giveit to His Anocint-
ed until that lease expires, “until the times of
the Gentiles be fulfilled”

Jesus, answering the disciples’ guestions as
o His presence and the end of the world, addi-
tionally gave us the parable of the fig tree in
Matthew 24:32, 33. The fig tree is a symbol of
the Jewish nation, For proof of this see Luke
13:6. So then, aceording to the parable, when
the fig tree, the Jewish nation, shows signs of
favor from the Lord, we know that the king-
dom is at hand.

The divine favor now returning to the Jew
is that they are being regathered to the Holy
Land, from which Jehovah drove them. Listen to
the words of Jeremial’s prophecy eoncerning
the return of Israel to their home land: “There-
fore behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that
it shall no more be said, The Lord Liveth that
brought the children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt; but, The Lord liveth that brought the
children of Israel from the land of the north,
and from all the lands whither he had driven
them: and I will bring them again unto their
7 land that I gave unto their fathers.”—Jeremiah
16:14-16.

Broorryy, K, %

The Return fo Palestine

A S FAR back as 1878, there has Been a grad-
< 3 nal but certain return of the Jews to Pal-
estine. They were outcasts in all the nations,
Jehovah promised to bring them back. This re~
turn of the Jew has finally culminated in what ig
known as the Zionist movement, which, aﬁ
eourse, is known world wide.

I guote one more seripture which is in har-
mony with that of Jeremiah 16 above quoted and
with the physical facts as we see them now ful-
filling. Luke, chapter 21, verse 24: “And they
[the Jewigh people] shaﬂ fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led away captive into all
naﬁons: and Jerusalem Emea,ning the Jeowish
nation] shall be trodden down of the (fentiles,
until the times of the Genfiles be fulfilled.”

Listen to what the writer of the Studies in the
Seriptures says concemmg the return of the
Jews to Palestipe in fulfilment of prophecy, on
page 92 of the second volume. “The world is
witness to the faet that Israel’s pumishment
under the doninion of the Gentiles has heen con-
tinucus since B. C. 606, that it still continues,
and that there is no reason to expect their na-
tional reorganization sooner than A. D. 1914,
the limit of their ‘seven times’—2520 years, But
as this long period of their national chastise-
ment draws near its close, we can see marked
indications that the barren fig tree is about to
put forth, showing that the winter time of evil is
closing, and the Millennial summer approaching,
which will fully restore them to their promised
inheritance and national independence. The fact
that there are now great preparations and ex-
pectations relative to the returm of Israel to
their own land is of itself strong eircumstantial
evidence corroborative of this Scripture teach-
ing.”

Time will not permit us to further consider
the return of Israel to Palestine as an evidencs
of the establishment of God’s kingdom. Bui, i
the time has arrived, then is it not reasonable
that Jehovah would inform the people conecern~
ing this most wonderful event§ I answer that if
is not only reasonable but that the Lord’s Word
commandg that this good news of the kingdom
shall be preached to the people and nations. E
guote this command from Matthew 24:14: “And
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in
all the world for a witness unto all nations: and
then shall the end come.”

®
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Good News Widely Proclaimed

HIS good news of the kingdom has been
- heralded {ar and wide within the last few
years. This message of the kingdom now pene-
trates through the walls of stone by means of
radio. The Lord is using a class of people whe
are fully devoted to Iim and His cause. This
company has beeu gathered out of both Catholic
and Protestant systems. The International Bi-
ble Students Association have givan free lec-
tures for the past fifty years. During this period
of time they have placed in the hands of the peo-
ple over forty million volames of liferature eon-
taining the good news of the kingdom. Thou-
sands of tons of free literature have been dis-
tributed among the people in all the nations.

During the past two years they have printed
over 75 million free lectures which were given
to the peopﬂe in America as well as in foreign
countries, The Scriptures inform us that not all
who hear the message will receive i, but many
who do love rigideousness will pass through the
time of £ _"‘Jﬂﬂv that is just ak« ad in which Sa-
tan’s empire will fall, and these \u,‘]l ve of the

willions new living who will never die.

It is under the kingdom arrangement that the
people will be rrstoved to health, life, peace and
heppiness,

“Teny of the miracles performed by Jesus af
His first advent wers samples of whal He will
do during Hie reign on earth. For lnstance on
several ceeasions He brought the dead badk to
Bife, Duriug His thousand ~year reign He will
rule until all eneiies are pul under His feet, the
last enomy being death, For proof of this see
1 Corinthians 15: 23, 26. With death destroyed
it will mean that the people will no longer be-
eome il and die. It will mean thal those who
have been dead will be released from death and
they wiil live and not die,

Is that not what Jesus meant when He said:

e GOLDEN AGE
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“Marvel not at this: Tor the hour is coming, in
the which all that are in the graves shall hear
his voice, and shall come forth”? And is not this
the same thought found in the prophets? Hosea
{13:14) informs us that God will ransom man-
kind from the power of the grave and redeem
them from death. “0O death, I will be thy plagues;
O grave, I will be thy destruetion.”

Wheat the Kingdom Will Bring

FITII the passing of death, disease, sorrow,
pain and suffering will pass away also.

The people will be restored to perfect manhood
and womanhood. There will he no more halt, lame
or blind. The lame man shall leap as a hart; the
eyes that at one time were dark shall see the
beauties of God’s wonderful eveation. Mothers,
fathers, brothers and sisters bowed down with
grief from the death of their loved ones will re-
ceive them back from the tomb. All tears will be
nwped from off all faces and with joy and sing-

ing they will look up to the great Jehovah God,
as their greatesi Benefactor and Friend.

In the twenty-fivet chapter m’” Revelation we
have a poetical deseription of the holy city,
which iz (od's kingdom, coming down from
heaven, I qnﬂtc—x: “And T Jobn saw the holy eity,
new Jerusalem, cormung down from God oul of
heaven, prepared as o biide s Em’wm for her
hoghand, And I heaﬁfd a great voice ont of heav-
en, saying, Behold, the lebernsele of God is with
men, a: ad he will dwell with thew, and they shall
be bhis people, and God bimself ahall be with them,
and be their (od. And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eves; end there shall be no rrore
death, neither m:w;»m nor erving, ncicher shall
ﬁ:@m be ary more pain: for the former things

& passed eway. And he that set upon ths
hmnm said, Behold, I malke oll things new. And
be said nnto me, Wrile; for these words are true
and faithful” This pm hoey, my dear radie
aundience, will be fuliilled in our day.

The Gentlemen of the Immigration Service

 ONCERNING the gentlemen of the Imuni-
gration Service Commerce and Finance
gays with some touneh of asperity:

“It iz probably true that if the dominant in-
fluence in the administration of the immigration
service were the principles, even the manners,
that govern the conduet of courteous men and

women of decent traditious and associations,
there might be an oceasional immigrant admit-
ted who was not admissible under the law. This
hardly seems such a terrible risk. Certsinlyits
partial elimination is not worth the price we
pay in the mainienance of a system and methods
unworthy of a deeent people.”

&
&

~



Why David Became Israel’s Greatest King

[A juvenile Bible story radloeast from Station WORD, Chlcago, by C. D. Nicholson.}

N OUR last lesson we learned that the Lord
had chosen David to be Israel’s king a num-
ber of years previous to the time he became the
actual ruler. His anointing by Samuel took
place about ten or fifteen years before that
event. It was still necessary for him fo be
anointed before the people but it was never the
intention that they shounld have two kings reign-
ing at the same time. Thercfore, it was necessary
that David wait until Saul no longer reigned.
Most people, had they been in David’'s place,
would have conecluded that inasmuch as Jehovah
had chosen him as Israel’s next king, he should
proceed at onece to dispose of Saul by having
him imprisoned, hanged or murdered in some
way. However, David took a different view of
the matter. His thought was that King Saul
had been chosen and ancinted by the Lord and
that until the Lord disposed of the maftter, he
would not take upon himself the responsibility
of putting Sanl out of the way and thus commit-
ting a sin against the king and also the Lord,
who had chosen him.

After Saul learned that David was much ad-
mired by the people he became jealous of him
and watched his opportunity to either kill David
himself or to have someone clse do if. In spife
of the faet that David was always kind and con-
siderate of King Saul it became necessary for
David to flee for his life,

David had a number of friends who were
associated with King Saul and among them was
Saul’s own son, Jonathan. Jonathan was ap-
parently about the same age as David and when
he saw the courage and faith mamifested by
David at the time he slew the giant, he became
David’s closest and deavest friend. The friend-
ship between the two boys grew more and more
until it was said of them that their sounls were
knit together as one.

On one ocecasion, David and his men weve hid-
ing in a8 cave and King Saul, who was then
searching for*him, came into the mouth of the
ceve and lay down fo sleep. David's soldiers
saw the king and wanted to kill him but David
would not yield. However, he ent off a large
strip of the king’s robe and after the king had
awakened and gone on some distance, David
called to him saying that certain of his men had
falsely said, “Behold, David seeketh thy hurt”
But as proof that this was pot {rue he showed
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him the piece which he had ent from his garment
while he was in the cave. Seeing the goodness of
David’s heart, Saul repented of his wicked in-
tentions and wept and prayed that the Tord
would reward David for not taking his life,
Saul and his men then returned home and for a
time turned their attention to other matters.
However, it was only a few months until he
again took an army of 3,000 men and went to

_seek David that he might kill him. David learned

of Saul’s determination to find him and set out
himself to find Sauvl and his army. When he
found them it was night, so David waited until
they were all fast asleep and then together with
one of his servants, stole into the midst of the
camp of King Saul, where the king lay sleeping
with bis spear and cruse of water near his pil-
low. David’s sexvant wanted to fake Saul’s life
but David replied, “Destroy him not: for who
can stretch forth his hand against the Lord's
anointed, and be guiltless?”’ But they took Saunl's
spear and cruse of water and went back to a
high mountain overlooking the camp.

In the morning after sunrise, David called to
Saul and to Abner, Saul’'s bodyguard, and told
them how the Lord had delivered the king into
his hands but that he had done Saul ne harm.
In proof he showed the spear and eruse of waler.
Again King Saul confessed to David that he had
played the fool and had sinned against him and
promised to seek no more to do him harm. Saul
and his men then returned home but David took
bis men over into the land of the Philistines and
remained there until King Saul was slain
battle, more than a year later.

Afler the period of mourning for King Saul,
David was anoinied at Hebron as king over
Judal, but the remaining itribes of Israel ve-
fused to make him king for many years. On
several oceasions David suffered reproach, re-
buke and false accusation from different sou:ces
without even protesting, It is true, he had the
power to punish all offenders against his dignity
or office, but he never used it unless his loyalty,
and faithfulness to Jehovah were in question.
It is no wonder then that David was always vie-
torious in battle. It is no wonder that he was
called a man after God’s own heart. It is no
wonder that the people loved him and that God
loved him and is to raise him up and honor him
in the age which is to come!



Little Studies for Little People
{Study Twenty-nine)

236. This is a little difficult for us to under-
stand just now; but when we get a lttle older,
we shall be able to see the way in which the
Lord makes it possible for one to share His
gloricns nature and be with Him on His throne
of everlasting power.,

What Is @ Church?

237. Almost any one will tell you that a
ehureh is a building in which to worship (God.
The wicked teachers have told the people, for
hundreds of years, that the only place fo wor-
ship our heavenly Father is in a church. This is
the name they give to eertain buildings like very
fancy schoolhouses, where they teach folks their
great lies, such as the trinity and the hell stories.

238. These teachers decided among them-
selves that this building ealled a church should
always be made in a certain form, with a tower
at one end, and a bell in the tower, to call the
people together when it was time to tell some
more lies.

239. These wicked men then told everyome
who would listen, that it was right to preach
only in a church; and that those who tried to
tell the people about the Word of God in houses,
or in Lttle meetings in the woods or fields, were
wicked men, and should be killed. -

240. So for a long time these bad teachers
had everything their own way, and taught their
wicked lies about God from g kind of raised box
called a pulpit, which they set up in their church
buildings.

241. And this is what made their lies so very,
very wicked indeed: They called their fancy
building the house of God, and even pretended
to pray to the heavenly Father in there, but at
the same time they told things about God and
Jesus that were not true; and instead of cansing
the people to love God, and feel friendly and
close to Him, they made folks afraid of even
the name of the great Jehovah, which is the
most wonderful name in the universe!

242. These teachers are still busily building
new church buildings, and are more and more
forgetting God, and leaving Him out of their
sermons or teachings. They have taken up the
ideas of other imperfect men, and mixed them
with parts of God’s Word in a terrible jumble,
and then said that God told them all this!

243. How this makes us wish for the long
promised kingdom of (od, when we see how
innocent people are being taught lies about their
great Creator, the kind and loving heavenly
Father!

244. Now, really, if we look in God’'s Word,
the Bible, we can see plainly what a chureh
actually is. Properly speaking, it is the chureh,
not @ church.

245. We do not have to go into s fine building,
all decorated with fancy woods and stones and
earpeted with soft velvet, in order for God te
listen to our praises of Him, When we meet
to study His Word, we do not have to sit and
listen to the words of someone else who tells
us that God has appointed him to teach us. God
does not do that,

(Questions on Study T'wenty-nine)

236. Can we understand at present how it is possible
for the Lord to share His glorious nature, His throme
and His power with these our friends?

23%7. What would most people tell us & church is? Is
it true that God can be worshiped only in certain build-
ings? Who was it told that fib?

238, Is there anything in the Bible that says that s
church munst always be built in a certain form, with &
tower at one end and a bell in the fower?

239. Is there anything in the Bible that says it is
right to preach the Lord’s Word only in a church build-
ing? Can truth be preached everywhere?

240. 1= there anything in the Bible that says that alil
preaching must be done from g pulpit? What kind of
thing is s pulpit anyway?

241. Is there anything in the Bible that says tha$
God will specially hesr the prayers that are made im
church buildings? Is it right to le about God?

242. Does Ged wani those to preach about Him
who do not know Him and only partially beheve in Him
and in His Word? .

243, How does i make you feel when you know thal
iomocent people are being taught lies about our great
Creator and our kind heavenly Father?

244. 1 we wish to find out what the church is where
ghould we look? s there more then one true church?®
Tell the names of the churches you know.

245, Is it necessary t¢ worship God in a fine building®
Must it be carpeted? Js it even neccssary te hawe
somebody that can speak fluently?
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