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not his 
vicegerent; 

concurs 1IoderniHn in discerning 
no particular necessity for a divine creator, 
€;stablishing cosmology on evolution. 

Still, though abjuring God, Buddhism is pro­
lific in gods; so it proclaims its pope a god, a 
veritable incarnation of the Buddh, or, more 
specifically, of Amitabha, his Ethereal Sub­
stance, of luore anon. Strange to relate, 
in supposedly enlightened Christian Europe and 
America,- the ''YeHow Pope" has scores of ar­
dent proselytes, enthusiastically eager to conQ 

cede his most extravagant pretensions-,yhich 

on 
InGnt Drepung u;,r'''-L'VVH''JIi, 

OV\7H OVE'rtures to Delhi. 
, the Four Great ..L'_'_'",_LH,H-' 

their irnnlemorial rnon ~ 
Hegency; so a sly dose 

his butter-tea is a contingency 
always to borne in nlind. The present 
incumbent, in faet, is the first among the 
long line of Dalai Lamas to have survived his 
nlajority, all Ilis predecessors falling victims 
to priestly 111achinations before the age of 18. 

vVorst of all is the growing estrangement of 
the hierarchy as a body in consequence of his 
nl0dernizing tendencies - the local telegraJ)h 

and oth~r foreign abonlinations ·which ao-
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duced his admiration during his exile in India, 
and which he has. been trying to introduce into 
Thibet since his reinstatement by the president 
of China in 1912. Innovations of all kinds are 
looked on with askanCH in this land of Living 
Buddhas and reincarnated saints. 

The Thibetan Vatican 

THE official residence of the Dala.i Lam.a is the 
Potala, or Citadel of Lhassa, a truly impos,.. 

ing edifice with lofty walls and gratld architec-
turallines, bold in outline , 
upon a hill west of the which it dominates 
together with the countryside. It is 
admittedly striking in appearance; its tower­
ing gray-white buttressed walls being pierced 
by innumerable ; imlnense fligilts of 
steps ascending to the narrow doorways, dotted 
with the figures of Tolles, go~ 
ing up and dO\\Tfl. 111 whitish 
general structure is the central temple-portion, 
madder red in hue. . 

The interior is at variance ollt"vard 
sublimity, consisting of a labyrinth of tortuous~ 
dimly-lighted passages a.rid halls, narrow stair-
ways and rows of dhninuiive cells, only a 
few spacious domed chambers, sepulchers 
of defunct pontiffs vlhose images stEnd herein. 
The vaults are to the r(;pository of 
incalculable treasures silv'er and brass 
inlages of the Buddhs, stores of 
golden butter-larnps. 

The Potala is an 
within whose 

One nright 
of Lanlaism, 
is situated the v ...... <v"'-~,<~ 

though he has, 
Norhulinga, one mile 
promenade is on the 

avve-inspirhlg place 
mys-

golden spires, whence he enjoy a panorama 
of the park-like landscape groves and mead-
ows encircled by the snow-peaked mountain 
chains. 

To the southward winds and twists the many­
channeled Kyi-chhu, the "River of Delight", 
amid groves of willow and poplar. Spanning 
an aneient dry-bed of this stream is the Yutok 

Sampa, or UTorquoise Bridge", an appellation 
allusive of its roof of blue-green tiles. 

To the east is the city of Lhassa, a huddle ofj 
flat-roofed, two-storied houses, built around 
court-yards and narrow, filthy lanes. Egress 
to the city is gained from the west through the 
Pargo-ICaling, a picturesque chorten, or relic 
shrine, with a gateway in its hase. These names 
fall fiat on Western ears, but to the visitor from 
lJrga or Tali-fu they are as replete in sacred 
historic associations and as suggestive of sanc­
tity as St. Angelo or the yellow Tiber to the 
Jubilee Centennial pilgrim. 

Lhassa- The Rome of the East 

L HASSA is mediaeval in its plan, with only 
two wide streets, one of which environs the 

outskirts, the other, the Parkor-ling, or "Sacred 
? enclosing the "lIoly Square", the civio 

whereil'l are situated the offiees of the 
government and also the reno,vned J 0-

Khang Cathedral, the St. Peter's of Lhassa, a 
Inecca of pilgrim.age from all over Northern 
Buddhadom. 

The pilgrims perfonn a daily circumambula~ 
tion of the Sacred Road, hoping thereby to in­
sure themselves a felicitous transmigration and 
to escape the progressive sequences of hells 
through which the most sinful souls must pass. 

in expiation of extraordinary flagitious­
ness eover the entire journey from their homes 

is termed "prostration-walking", i. eO li 

alternate stan(ung and lying-down, thus 
llleasuring the entire distance with their hodies. 

there is no motor-traffic on Thihetan 

circunlarnbulatjon is a cheerful rite, ac­
by daneing and the jingling of 

strings of bells, with frequent pauses to touch 
flre-crackers. Reminiscent of repUlsive ac-

·"~'J':1U·'-"-'-~'.,'-' of the shrines "are the swanns 
cripples and heggars, and jostling venders of 

relies and channs, hanging about the stalls, 
which deal in sacred wares. 

Looking westward the pontiff may direct his 
gaze toward Drepung Monastery, the most con­
siderahle gompo in Thibet, housing 10,000 ind 

nlates, the implacable rival of Sera, to the north, 
between whose ruffianly bands of "Temple 
Guardians" -illiterate monks who fail to pass 
their examinations-pitched battles sometimes 
take plaee. 
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During the Log-g-Ssar, the New Year Festi­
val-one of the three principal ones-which sym~ 
bolizes both the annual solar victory over winter 
and the polemical triumph of Sakiyamuni over 
six heretic teachers, monks from adjacent gom­
pos crowd into Lhassa to mingle with the great 
throng of pilgrims, and aggravate the confusion 
by their drunken brawls. Monastic discipline is 
relaxed for the occasion, and no restrictions 
are placed on the sale of beer and arrack; so 
lawlessness is rife. 

Two miles off in the southwest is a' hill 
crowned with a gigantic urn, in which devotees 
of means acquire merit by burning incense. This 
is an act of devotion performed vicariously; 
for coolies are sent to make the arduous clin1b, 
while their masters redine ·at ease and reap the 
spiritual profit. 

On the east side of the capital, along the en­
circling outer-street, are rude hovels, con­
structed of horns and mud; the accursed habita­
tions of despised outcasts, corpse-cutters and 
thieves, who retaliate on their conten1ners by 

A Paradise for Priests criminal predaciousness. The profession of 

THOUGH Lhassa has neither police nor corpse-cutting is a necessity in Thibet, 'where 
street~lighting, it has a curfe'w at 8: 30 the dead are not interred, being crell1ated by 

0' dock which is announced by exploding a giant the wealthy but exposed by common people to 
. fire-cracker a.t each corner of the floly Square. the dogs and ravens. The corpse IllUSt be dis­

On February 16th each year the two civil ma.yor- . membered to facilitate a speedy disposal of it 
judges eerernoniously abnegate their authority by the carrion-creatures. In the rarified atInos­
to ecclesiastical ('1ords of misrule" for two weeks. phere the custom is not so unhygienic as it \yould 
!]~he festival is a time of spiritual and spiritous be in more humid clilnes. 
exaltation and of public rejoicing, and is the 
harvest season for the tow11speople; when busi­
lless is brisk. 

The Pakor-ling is sprinkled with sand to pro­
tect pious soles from pollution, and is traversed 
daily by pageants and processions. The normal 
populat.ion of the capital is quintupled for the 
nonce by the host of devotees and of sanctimo­
nious holiness-fakirs who come to prey on them. 
There are nlany other centers of pilgrimage in 
Tliibet, besides the lIoly City, to shrines of de­
parted saints and localities venerated as the 
abodes of BocThisattvas in antiquity. 

There is no preaching in Buddhadom, for 
public expounding of their doctrine is foreign 
to Buddhist notions; indeed, the Dalai Lama en­
joys the unique distinction of being the only 
preacher in Thibet; but it is not an onerous 
duty considering that he preaches only' one an­
nual senTIon from a pulpit in Lhassa, which is 
ihe sole one in his dornain. 

The pontiff's. elevated promenade is doubt­
less a splendid post of 0 hservation to appraise 
the flow of travel to and from his capital. lIe 
notes caravans fronl I\fongolia, strings of hai:r;y, 
two-hmnped camels ,yith their swaying loads 
and sheep skin-clad drivers; or long pack-trains 
of yaks and sheep laden with wool and borax, in 
which the great religious houses habitually traf~ 
fie. Soldiers, travelers and couriers, are inter­
mittently arriving and departing. 

:A Forbidden and Forbidding Land 

FROl\i his lofty perch it 111USt ahnost seern to 
the pontiff that he is esconced on the roof 

of the ,yorld. HO'wever, the Lhassa plain is not 
the highest part of the plateau, being ouly SOlne 

12,000 feet in altitude, "\yhereas the Chang-tang 
basin is 17,000 feet and the spacious K:ampa 
plain 15,000. But Thibet itself constitutes the 
most extensive elevated area in Asia-the great­
est land mass on the globe-and is intersected 
by to\vering mountain ranges whose peaks not 
infrequently exceed 20,000 feet. 

Thibet is a country difficult of access and vex­
atious to traverse, consisting of flat-hottOll1od 
basins of varying altitudes, separated by steep 
mountain walls which the traveler is continually 
climbing up and down. It is rendered virtually 
impenetrable on the south by the dizzy lIilna­
layas, and isolated fronl contact \vith the west 
and north by vast reaches of steppe and desert. 

These natural barriers have conduced to dis­
courage outside intrusion, and have been rein­
forced by barriers of religious prejudice; ac­
cordingly, for ages Thibet has deserved its 
epithet of the "Forbidden LaneY', a region eu­
veloped in 111ystery and fabled enchantInenis, 
where g'ods are a corporeal reality and the mir­
acles performed by holy nlen are falniliar in 
current life; a country whose inhabitants, ob­
sessed with an inoppugnable conviction of their 
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superior" ~nctity, are supremely indifferent tOI 
the world out~ide, and rigorous in their exclu­
sion of foreigners. They have shunned all in­
tercourse with strangers who were not co-re­
ligionists, and few of the latter have had the 
temerity to test their reputation for/inhospital­
ity, and expose themselves to the risk of dia­
bolical tortures. 

So Thibet has renlained to the outside 'world 
an unknovvll quantity, being too poor to tempt 
any serious interruption of its holy serenity by 
rapacious neighbors, no run10rs percolating 
out of "lodes" to incite a headlong rush of gold­
seekers. But to the natives and to BuddhadOIn 
at large the country's fanle transcends such car­
nal considerations; for it' is a holy 
land, hal10wed by nlanifold saintly rnelnories, 
a superlatively precious soil which it 'were pro­
fanation for the feet of unbelievers to tread 
upon. Is it not, moreover, roof to .<-t\gharti, 
the subterranean reahn of Brahytma, unsus­
pected arch-king of the nations, who regulates 
all their public affairs through occult influence 
over their leaders 1 

Dreary Wind-Swept Solitudes 

TOPOGRAPHICALLY, Thibet has· little to 
attract the tourist, accustomed to vievving 

cheerful and inspiring scenery without s&.crific­
ing modern comforts and luxuries. Its general 
aspect is barrenness,nlostly devoid of trees, 
nluch of it senii-arid, aild the renlainder sheer 
desert 

On account of the high altitude, combined with 
a sub-tropical latitude, the extrenles of tem­
perature are suddi~nl severe, alter:qating 
frigid nights with sweltering days. Especially 
is this noticeahlein 'winter, when the daily varia­
tion is sonletinles as nluch as 1500

• The thin air 
precludes heat radiation, so that at midday 
:when the naked skin blisters under the vertical 
solar rays, tea will freeze into blocks of ice in­
doors, in the sparingly heated houses. 

The Ocean Lama's domain is characterized 
by trernendous solitudes, swept by piercing 
winds which from some yet undetermined cause 
rise with clock-like regularity in the afternoon 
and, subside toward evening; and by appalling 
loneliness, the vast untenanted spaces only re­
yealing at rare intervals the existence of hu­
man life, where little groups of stone huts:, un­
Shpltered by groves or orchards from the bitter 

blasts, afford refuge to separated communitiese 

In winter even these halnlets are hidden under 
a blanket of snow which virtually cuts off out.:. 
side comnlunications frOJTI the henu111bed,fever­
racked denizens who, co\vering over their 
meagre fires of yak's dung, have their natural 
fears and 'worries by superstition. 
But theJr SUn1111eTS aTe ll10re cheerful alld less 
constrained; for then exchange their 
hut-life for 'waterproof tents 
Vlioven of 

their 

ing sustenance to a ,--,-,-·.u.'~".U. 
work of 
plains proves th] s; it is 
steady recession of 
gined lakes. It a 
specters of nTIpending 

As is to be expected 2-1-

range 

ritory, ganle abounds; eranes, UU.'d'-',." 

"iild fOYIl, wild yaks, and blacI{; and 
the vicious kiangs, or ponies that tl'eacher-
onsly slink down on to suddenly at-
tack them with their -Packs of ferocious 
half-domesticated dogs hang about the settle­
ments to prey upon exposed corpses. The na­
tives are debarred by religious scruples frOlTI 
using game for food, consequently,. the wild 
creatures multiply unlTIolested. The fresh-water 
lakes swarm 'with fishes, so ,vonny a.s to be in­
edible, according to some reports; though they 
were an article of diet until prohibited by an 
edict of the present Dalai Lama-not on hy­
gienic but on religious grounds! 

Some of the villagers keep poultry, ostensibly 
to exercise the virtue of benevolence in caring 
for them; but the flesh is abhorred by the Bud­
dhist as indescribably filthy, and to eat an egg 
is tantamount to sacrilege, and liable to frus­
trate the reincarnation of a Buddh. Still, it 
is said that the natives risk their salvation now 
and then, by slyly eating an egg! 

Inconsistently enough the Thibetans, who re-
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undrinkable ex('eptfur 

no iUlpl'Opriety in 
gorg~ing repletIon ou beef anei 
:mutton. Nor la.ll1aS any repugnance to 
hmnan blood, they drink as a tonic. 
larnas are even <CM.AJU.~~GU of ghoulishly devouring 

putrid careasses victiIns of loathsolne dis-
eases which even carrion birds 
]PO sse s s ~L'-'.;".j.l. ~.-'-~".lU'.'.i.",,,·,,,V 

sometimtfs~ as 
I Sacred suffer 

dilapidation want of repairs, while the de­
parted saints are being entertained Sillllptuously. 

This lavish expenditure for lucernal exhibi­
tions parallels the Romanist candles; but the 
latter are unsuitable for Lmnaist worship, but­
ter alone being sanctioned as canonical, both for 
lighting and for decorative purposes in the tem­
ples. As decorations colored buttor is moulded 
into the form of flowers and bas-reliefs, called 
torma. Imported candles are utilized in secular 
life by t.he wealthy, but never for sacred pur­
poses; this were equivalent to blasphemy 1 

The Curse of Ol FalfM~ Relig.ion 

C OCLD potentate, a5 his sub-
, jects ne'\"e1' his astral body 

an indict­
OV.il.,LU.JlGI.L in hinlself Blust 

stand out 
A.haughty 

it over an ahject peasantry, 
a.nd is abetted its oppression by the church. 
~rhe civil government is bankrupt and fain to 
recruit its finances by debasmnent of the cur­
rency. Officials embezzle public flmds and 
neglect public works. The only roads are prairie 
trails; one solitary 'wheeled-vehicle is to be 
found in all Thibet-a cart for parading idols 
in Lhassa! 

Ecclesiasticism Gone to Seed 

THE impoverished masses support a horde 
of unproductive priestly parasites in idle­

ness, while themselves receivin, scant proteo-



The GOLDEN AGE 
tion from the government from organized 
brigandage, even the monks occasionally turn­
ing da yoit and plundering lonely villages. Crip­
ple~" ',.nd begg&rs swarm on every hand. il­
literacy is the rule, even among the majority 
of the clergy, very few of whom have any real 
acauaintance with their own sacred literature. 
All learning is monastic, and much of this 
ritualistic or occult lore. Inhuman tortures are 
a regular adjunct of judicial procedure in this 
holy land. 

The traveling noble helps himself without re­
muneration to saddle or pack-animals from the 
peasants' herds, and the latter have no redress 
when their property is lost or worked to death. 
He is counseled by his "ghostly comforters" to 
bear the loss with resignation; his reward will 
be hereafter in a reincarnation. Lamaism has 
hardly proved a beneficent institution; rather 
it has acted like a cancerous growth, eating out 
national vitality, substituting retrogression for 
progress, steeping the national spirit in a stupor 
of discouragement and apathy. 

The Thibetan native bears in himself eloquent 
testimony to the baneful effects of untra:nmel~d 
ecclesiastical rule. His bodily uncleanhness IS 

. proverbial, though palliated on the score of 
climate' because bathing is inexpedient in such 
a high ~Jtitude, and a greasy skin ~fford~ the 
only positive resistant to the searchIng Winds. 
Poverty is a factor in ID1changed garments 
emanating an "ancient and fishlike odor", not 
.agreeable to foreign nostrils. 

Filth is a culture for disease; hence poor 
health is chronic, with every symptom of racial 
degeneration and corrupted blood manifesting 
itself in old and young. 

Racial degeneracy betrays itself in native 
abnorDlalities, such as supernuJ11erary fingers 
and toes (accounted for by Lamaist theurgics 
as demoniac gestatory experiments), hare-lips, 
webbed-toes, spinal curvature, displaced shoul­
der-blades, crooked legs, humpbacks, club-feet 
and malformed skulls. The toxin-laden blood of 
the natives shows itself in facial eruptions, con­
tracted pupils and loose teeth; while the fre-

'quent cases of epilepsy and St. Vitus dance 
proclaimundisguisedly an almost, universal 
syphilitic pollution. Rheulnatism is a common 
complaint, and goitre likewise, owing to the dis­
tance inland from the seao 

The Effect 1)/ Clergy Rule 

L AMAITE m€;dical practice represents ap­
proximately the same rudimentary stage 

as mediaeval therapeutics. Silver caps are ham­
mered over decayed teeth, without any attempt 
made to clean out the cavities. In amputations 
no bones are sa-\ved or arteries tied, but the 
Ihnb is simply and rudely hacked off; and ordin­
arily the patient succumbs. Victin1s of hernia 
have no relief except from coarse belts which 
fail to prevent swellings. 

The unfailing panacea for illness is exorcism. 
On the principle that denlOns enter hurnan be­
ings to assuage a craving for blood, the lamas 
repeat inca.ntations to entice the pestilent spirit 
out of the sick person and jnto son1e other crea­
ture, usually a dog or cat, which is tied nearby. 
The unforhulate victim of this barharic super­
stition is then buried alive at a crossroads, or 
if none is convenient, a' small c.ross of sticks is 
erected over it. 

How reminiscent this is of raw-ra.t poultices 
for the plague in 14th or of 
the mediaeval practice of up 
by one leg and putting out an eye to fever 
drain out of hiIn! The treat cases. of con-
vulsions with hot irol1s y a,g 

veterinarians used to "'fin .. ~5' a horse for ,;'leak 
tendons. 

For certain of the 
vices are directly arB 
attributable to the practice polyandry. The 
population is disproportio~J,ately the ratio 
being about 15 to'L explana-
tion :is that fernininedoln, aware the en-
hancelnent of its own by polyandry, 
exerts less care to preserve its female than its 
male offspring. 

The tragic consequence is to a large 
percentage of the nlen to involuntary wifele~s­
ness, provoking solitary anlong thern, WIth 
debilitating reactions of n~rvorlS depression and 
timorousness a III 0 U n tin g pusillanimity. 
Their uneasiness in the presence of a stranger 
is extreme; they will scurry away from a. chance 
encounter, or st:1nd trembling and stanllllering, 
with jerking lirnbs and twitching features, 
avoiding his gaze. On the other hand, when they 
imacine they have the advantage, they are 
pro~pt to bully and bluster; hut quickly subside 
into abjectness before" a Brul de111eanor. 

The national pooja) or obeisance to a superior, 
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outwardly manifests the inward ahaS81nent of 
spirit; it is a prostration on all fours with the 
tongue distended full length. The women are 
bolder and are more independent than the men; 
but themselves, owing to abuse of the marital 
relation, are prone to melancholia which often 
drives them to suicide. 

A Hopeless Sex Muddle 

TNEVITABL Y a people in the thrall of hunger, 
.I.. rear, and misery will be morally of inferior 

; accordingly mendacity, dishonesty, 
treachery, cowardice and cruelty are salient de-

in Thihetan character. Redemning traits 
£;l1'e habitual cheerfulness and a congenital ob­
tuseness to suffering, which in a measure ex­
tenuates their unsympathetic natures. 

'wonlen doubtless owe their superior rep­
'."t.iUOViV'.L'- over the nlen for frankness and courage 

quite unusual consideration they receive 
... t\.siaties. Here there is no female seeIu­

or slavish concession of ll1aIe preenrinence; 
WOlnen appreciates her own value and ex-

t),cts hornage; she participates freely in 
]jfe and has her own way to a marked 

is not the i.Yeaker sex in Thibet; 
she prepossessing froln a European 

and exaggerates her natural Ull­

slnearjng black ointment on her 
CO-uTltonanee to avert skin-cracking ill the rar-

cmnplexions aTe to 
to the life-long innocence 

subjected to soap 
ensues into 

Polyandry is a legal institution endorsed by 
Thibetan church. It is a logical sequence to 
Lanlaite conviction that celibacy is the pure,. 

godly condition, and that matrimony is intrinsic­
ally disreputable, representing a base surrend~r 
to the carnal appetite. So, likewise, Roman 
lllonachicisnl tdeplored this indulgence of human 
frailty. In effect, polyandry is a species of com­
munal marriage whereby the bride, within cer­
tain limitations, espouses all her brothers-in­
law. 

The custom is regulated by a complicated 

code which tends to hedge in marriage with 
many vexatious and arbitrary restrictions, 
bringing it completely under clerical controL 
Obviously, idealization of the sex-relationship 
which monogamy fosters is absent in Thibet, 
"'true love" being scandalous fallacy from the 
lamas' viewpoint, and marriage only tolerated 
as a regrettable necessity in order to provide a 
perennial crop of neophytes. 

Divorces are difficult, though not absolutely 
uno btainable if the parties_ concerned are pos­
sessed of worldly goods. Cases of irreconcilable 
incompatability are then disposed of by a tri­
partite division of the property among the 
wife, husband, and monastery-the same as 
though our divorce courts should claim one-third 
of the litigantsJ estate as court fees! 

The Nobility and '~Uppah Clawses" 

caste does not obtain in Buddhist 
Thibet, the same being repugnant to the 

spirit of Siddhartha's teaching, who proclaimed 
that ('there is no caste in blood, which runneth 
of one hue; nor c.aste in tears, which trickle salt 
for all 1" Nevertheless, ec.desiasticism here as 
in Europe has contrived to c.onform its religion 
to a feudal gradation of ranks. There is an UpQ 
per class of forty leading families, and a. <'lesser 
noblesse" of two hundred families, resting upon 
the nlasses of peasantry and petty traders; and 
beneath these is a substratum of outcasts, butch.., 
ers, and c.orpse-cutters - occupations 
degrading, aecording to Buddhist ideas, through 
their association with anirnal bodies. 

The nation is not homogenous, but differen-
pro\nneially, "nth a corresponding di­

versity of loeal dialects; though the two main 
branches the language, the Tsang ard U, 
spoken I'espectively in Lhassa and ShiKa.tse, 
serve as a lingua franca for the country at 
large. A potent factor in maintaining dass dis­
tinctions is the subdivision or these dialects in­
to noble and ignoble terms of address; the ordin­
ary, honorific, and high-honorific, which entails 
a vocubulary of three separate nouns for every: 
single object. It is obligatory to address a su­
perior or equal in the honorific style, and failure 
to do so would be an unpardonable affront; 
while to use anything but the high-honorific. in 
addressing either of the two popes would ~ 
construed as high-treason. 

In this land of super-sanctity: the most iJD.. 
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portant and respected class are, as expected, 
the clergy. Indeed, in Lan18.ite estirnation 
laity's existence is justified prilnarily by reason 
of their furnishing a foundation for the lrier­
archical structure, and supplying a recruiting 
ground for monastic ranks. 

The clergy is likevvise nurnerically inlportant, 
variously estimated at one-seventh to one-
of population. family is 

the distinctiGl1 

bears a 
order within the Catholic 

rISlng or 
contra.distinction to the lat­

however, it is the unregenerate Red Cap 
c·stand-paUers", nonconforrnists to the reformed 
Rnd purified who in Thibet are stigma­
tized "heretics" communion with whom is In-
terdicted to Lamaisis. 

Popes, Cardinals and Bishops 

L IKE the Church of Rome, Lamaism has an 
elaborately organized hierarchy with regu­

lar gradations of rank, the first degree includ­
ing the two colleague popes. In theory, both 
popes are equal in rank and authority but, ex­
cept for brief intervals, the Dalai Lama's suprem­
acy has always been virtually undisputed; the 
principal function of the Tesho Lama, whose 
seat of government is Shigatse, being to de­
termine on his colleague's demise into what 
avatar the spirit has flown. He does this by 
consulting oracles and sacred books. 

c .A.11 episodical ascendency has so:metllnes been 
gained by the Tesho Lmna through an alliance 
"yith the Chinese governnlent, and indeed 
Chinese policy has been to systematically favor 
him; but their patronage has been a detriment 
to hinl rather than an asset, inasrnuch as it 
tended to identify the Dalai Lalna ""ith national­
iSln in the popular mind. The sonorons,-high­
sounding title of the Tesho Lama is 
Reverend Great Teacher . During the 
periods of his ten1porary ascendancy the division 

allegiance anl0ng 
analogou:s to that in 
'were rival 

series. 
chandzo, or 

; the 
vIses education; a 

dis pensera. 

Studying for the Pl"iesthood 

. THE geshe, or scholarship degree (J\laramha 
in J\iongol), aspired to all monks, but 

attained by so few that the average number in 
all Thibet does not exceed 100. The reason as­
signed is that twenty years of unremitting study 
are required to acquire a textual knovdedge suf~ 
ficient to pass the examinations. This a.ppeals 
to the 'Vestern nllnd as a prodigious misdirec­
tion of energy, since Lalnaist learning is almost 
exclusively the6logic, resembling in that respect 
the learning of the mediaeval schoolmen and 
as such completely out of harmony with modern 
thought. 

Utterly unfamiliar with. vYestern philosophy 
or science, Buddhism has a cosmogonic scheme 
conforming to its o"vn theory of, existence, 
,vhereby the orbs of day and night are conceived 
of as tiny lamps circling around a cylindrical , 
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earth. Ho\vever, tbere are better prospects for 
scientific education fronl this vie'w})oint than 
fron1 Voliva's horizontal planes or from Kor­
eshan concavities t 

Geshe erudition is oblivious of physiography, 
concerning itself with ahstruse speculations 
over the subtleties of being and non-being, the 
nature of substance, the inherence of at-
tributes. In holy the geshe ascetics 

fettered 
of existence, 
minable 
by 

to repose on hi-­
arouse cupidity in 

are ponderous eluci-
the G·elugpas (',i'eed and expositions 

Cap , 1vol'lm controversial, 
BodhlsaHvas; volumes in 

cunei.fornl~ f),rnskrit, Pali, nnd rdongol; works 
on TIlCtaphYl'ics, nlagie alld yogiisnl. 

Books other than Ii tnrgical are not n1uch in 
dernand, so they are not kept in stock by the 
book shops in the Thibetan towns. ,Vhen copies 
are desired they are printed to order at the 
monasteries, the purchaser furnishing his own 
paper. The monks hold a monopoly of the pub­
lishing business, just as they did in Europe 
prior to the Renaissance. 

Learning Limited to the Clergy 

SACRED Thibetan literature is chiefly repre-
. sented by translations of ancient Sanskrit 

works, the originals of which have disappeared. 
Though they perpetrate the imposture on the 

undiscerning laity, few monks have any real 
fanriliarity with Sanskrit, but a smattering is 
sufficient to insure the reverent admiration of 
their auditors. The Lamaite "Bible" compre­
hends two collections of canons, the Kang-yur 
and Teng-yur. The Kang-yur con1prises 108 
volumes in folios of 1000 pages each. This is a 
record of the actual discourses of Sakiyamuni, 
vvith thirteen volumes dealing with the Vinaya 
or canon law. 

The K.ang-yur has seven subdivisions. The 
Dulba (Sanskrit, Vinaya), or "Disciplines"; 
Shcjr-phyjin (Sanskrit, Prajnaparamita), on 
phil()sophy and metaphysics; Phal-chhen (Sans­
l::rit~ Buddhavata Sangha), or doctrine of the 
Buddhas and their incarnations ;dK:an-br-Tsegss 

Rhatnakuta), or "collections of 
precious things"; mDo-ss-De, or collection of 
Sutras; 1fjang-'dass, (Sanskrit, Nirvana), doc­
trine of the liheration frOln earthly pains; and 
rGhjud (Sanskrit, Tantras), or incantations. 

The Teng-yur comprises 225 volumes, and is 
the official Lamaite con1mentary and interpreta­
tion of the foregoing. It was composed by the 
enlinent Indian philosophers, Nag a r jan a, 
Asangha, and Vasabandhu, besides Thibetan 
worthies. This work was compiled during the 
golden age of Thibetan literary. activity, be­
tween the 9th and 14th centuries A. D. 

Learning, as in Mediaeval Europe, is a prere­
quisite of the clergy, though the n1ajority of its 
men1bers are as crassly ignorant as the glutton­
ous, toping, lecherous friars of old. Indeed, even 
geshe erudition comprehends, as a rule, little 
more than a verbal knowledge of their scrip­
tures without proper appreciation of the basic 
principles of Buddhist philosophy. This dupli­
cates the ignorance of ecclesiastics in vVycliffs 
time, when even bishops often 'were distressing­
ly unconversant vvith the Gospels and their n1es­
sage, but glibly proficient in the chronicles of 
saints. . 

The difficulties of acquiring a.n education in 
Thibet are aggravated hy a cumbrolAs and arbi­
trary system of spelling, rather than by an un­
unwieldy alphabet or vocabulary. They have 
only thirty letters and vowel marks; but phonet­
ic decay has rendered silent many letters vvhich 
were probably pronounced in full in the eighth 
century, when spelling becan1e standardized. 
Thus, rnkas-po is ke-po in the vernacula.r, and 
pjin-pa is chinpa. 
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Superstition as a Stock in Trade 

B T~rr' the rank and file of th~ clergy do not find 
their educational deficiencies a serious im­

pediment to success, the utilitarian aspects of 
learning appealing !!lost to them. If they are 
able to patter the ritual and mumble pious 
objurgations in a dead tongue, the undiscrim­
inating multitude will revere them as _holy men. 

As the more illiterate Catholic parishioners 
Rre apt to credit their priest with supernatural 
po,Yers, so likewise the lamas enjoy a reputation 
among the Buddhist laity for infallibility and 
for being able to bring on storms at a lTIOment's 
notice, make thenlselves invisible, etc. This rep­
utation arises in large measure from their prac­
tising of occult arts, whereby they amass incre­
lllcnt by casting horoscopes, telling fortunes and 
detecting crimes by clairvoyance. 

The Buddhist clergy are accOlnplished hypno­
tists, and reinforce the popular superstition at 
convenient intervals by disclosing apparitions 

the Buddh to the awed gaze of solitary way­
farers. In their sacred dances they enter the 
cata.leptic state, assuming a variety of un­
natural postures. 

Of these dances, the Black Hat Dance is the 
most celebrated. The actQrs, grotesquely at­
tired and hideously masked, inlpersonate de­
mons; the ceremony itself symbolizing human­
sacrifice, but no\vadays with a doll suhstituted 
for ,yhat was perhaps originally a child-victim. 

full-fledged gelong is al'w'ays in request at 
nlarriagesand funerals, and to exorcise 

den10ns in sickness; but the lower grades of 
nlonks, incompetent to perform the offices, have 
recourse to less reputable expedients, being in­
veteratebeggars and haunting the places ,vhe1'e 
travelers and traders congregate to iInportune 
an alnlS in return for their blessing, or for 
chanting 'sutras for the souls' '\velfare. ~fonks 
are even accused of highway robbery and of 
banding together to attack villages. 

Such an aggregation of unproductive clerical 
parasi tes is a serious drain on even a prosper­
ous country's resources; but in poverty-stricken, 
moribund Thibet they are a crushing burden, a 
deadly blight, enfeebling national vitality, de­
bauching the moral sense of the race, arresting 
progress, perpetrating stagnation. A prepon­
derant share of the national wealth has already 
been garnered into the religious houses, but the 
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insatiate clergy incessantly clutch for the rest . , 
preymg on the public in their spiritual capacity 
and also as usurers; for the lamaseries are the 
banks, and charge exorbitant rates of interest, 
payable monthly . 
. The delinquent debtor is harshly treated in 
Thibet, being subjected to forfeiture of his. prop­
erty; and if this is inadequate to meet his ob­
ligations his person is enslaved to the gompo. 
As the la-ws, are based on the Buddhist scrip­
tures, 'with the lamas for the sole interpreters, 
there is no appeal from their exaction. 

Monastic tenants pay as rent one-third of 
their produce; and are then intilnidated by the 
monkish collectors into purchasing charm-boxes, 
offering-bowls, rosaries, and other sacerdotal 
gimcracks made of human bones, which articles 
they nlanufacture and deal privately. The 
tenants, moreover, are required to furnish gratis 
transport animals for the m,onastic ,·~tool and 
borax caravans. ' 

Dodging Taxation as Usual 

THE lamaseries or monasteries are 
from taxation9 and even receive state sub­

sidies. The lamas are issued a regular food 
stipend from the govenlment; slender enough, 
but supplemented in a variety of lucrative ,;;rays. 
It is customary for opulent families with a son 
in holy orders to apportion the harvest from a 
certain acreage, called the "lamas field", to his 
maintenance. 

Sloth and gluttony are predominant the 
lanlas' lives save when periodically punctuated 
by fasts, when the rule of silence isrigidly ob­
served. Butter-tea is the favorite dis~ipation. 
Tobacco is eschewed as contrary to law and gos­
pel; indeed tobacco smoking is legally a mis. 
demeanor, even for the laity. " 

The clergy are celiba.te, and not permitted to 
return to secular life after a term of ye_ars, as 
are the Purist bonzes of Ceylon and Burmah. 
Southern Buddhism has a looser organization, 
differentiating from Lamaism much as the 
Greek Church, ,vhich allows its priesthood to 
marry, does from the ROlnan. 

Both monks and nUllS bear a reputation for 
gross inunorality, since no canonical penalties 
are provided for infraction of the vow of chas­
tity; the apprehension of an infelicitous rein .. 
carnation being presumed to be an ample deter­
rent. Travelers in Thibet stigmatize the lamas 
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as a bestial, degraded lot, superior in average 
intelligence to the laity, but nevertheless men­
dacious', dishonorable and barbarously cruel. 
No moral test of eligibility is required of candi­
dates for holy orders-swindlers, thieves and 
murderers being eagerly gathered into the ec­
clesiastical fold. 

The nuns are domiciled in separate convents, 
but are not debarred from promiscuous relations 
with the opposite sex; and with both lay and 
clergy they are said to be guilty of the loosest 
relations. They aTe described as le'wd, cruel, 
and practisers of witchcraft and magic. All 
Buddhist nuns shave their heads, and then dis­
guise their baldness under enormous wigs of 
red-wool, which give th81u a tousle-headed ap­
pearance. They are generally dirty and offen­
sive from an olfactory point of View. 

Like Two Peas in a Pod 

A STRIKING analogy has been remarked be­
tween Kanishkan Buddhistic observance 

and Roman Catholic, in the retort once made 
to a Romanist Father' 9Y a sought-after Bud­
dhist convert, who said that both religions were 
essentially alike, differing only in one particular 
-the Buddhists worship a man and the Cath­
olics a woman. 

Howbeit, Chinese votaries burn punk-sticks 
before P'u Sa, the Goddess of Mercy, whose 
veiled image with the infant Foh in her arms is 
enshrined in the yello,v-roofed temples among 
those of the past, present, and future Buddhs. 
The cOlnparison has evoked mutual recrimina­
tions; the Buddhists accusing the Catholics of 
plagiarism, and the Jesuits denouncing Bud­
dhism as a Satanic counterfeit of true religion, 
directly calculated to ensnare sinners to their 
eternal perdition. 

The chief points of, correspondence hetween 
Buddhism and Catholicism that may be cited 
are: (1) The trinity, (2) the virgin and child, 
(3) a celibate priesthood, (4) prayers in an un­
known tongue (Sanskrit), (5) self-imposed 
austerities and macerations, (6) formal daily 
services, (7) chants, (8) fasts and feast days, 
(9) confessional, (10) candles (butter-lamps), 
(11) holy water, (12) religious processions, (13) 
lacred images and pictures, (14) miracles and 
legends, (15) bells, (16) relics, (17) works of 
merit and supererogation, (18) prayers for the 
aead, (19) intercession of saints, and (20} mu-

tual dependence on purgatory as an adjunct to 
ecclesiastical finance. 

Lamaislu, however, is more merciful than Ro­
manism in one respect-it has no abode for the 
irrevocably damned. All its -infernos, 136 in 
number, are places of probation for sinners, 
with definite sentences for incarceration, the 
least of 'which is 10,000,000 years. These sen­
tences may be curtailed and the sufferer's pangs 
alleviated by works of merit on his behalf by 
the living, s~ch as paying for religious services. 

Lamaism has icy hells and fiery hells located 
like the mediaeval papal inferno, in the bowels 
of the earth, reserved for the most flagrant sin­
ners, whose Karma does not entitle them to 
make amends for their misdeeds by rebirth as 
a woman, animal, plant, or piece of inanimate 
matter. Souls who have passed lives of exalted 
virtue are rewarded by blissful celestial ex­
istence in one of the many heavens, lingering 
there for 10,000,000,000 years before a new re-
incarnation. " 

Where the Holy Bells Came From 

OF COURSE, exact uniformity cannot be ex­
pected between two systems, one of which 

was adapted to a primitive European idolatry, 
and the other to an Asiatic; but the parallel is 
close enough to excite amazement and suggest 
COlmnon origin. For instance, the bell feature is 
mutally prominent in both rituals. Thrice daily 
the lamas are summoned to divine services by 
the tolling of the big convent bells. Bell foun­
dries are an inlportant industry in Buddhist 
lands. Some bells are of colossal proportions, 
as large as houses, and being inlillovable, serve 
a commemorative rather than a utilitarian end. 
During the Southern Sung period in China so 
much copper 'was devoted to bell-making and 
other sacerdotal uses that the metallic base of 
the currency, which was copper, was undermined; 
and the government eventually went bankrupt, 
swamped under a flood of inconvertible paper. 

The Buddhist services consist chiefly in the 
intonation of hymns, with a discordant ac­
companiment of gongs, cane flutes, tinkling hand­
bells, and the banging of double-headed drums 
fashioned of human skulls. An inharmonious 
jangling is more grateful to Asiatic tympana 
than the peals of solemn organ melodies, and 
inferentially to their departed saint.s and god&. 
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Every Buddhist temple has collection boxes 

ensconced at p0iats of vantage to rnutely invite 
donations; and holy ,Yater anlpliorae, ,,,-herein 
the afflicted rnay clip veils to be worn as speci­
fics for certain ailrnents. [(aias) or C81'enlOnial 
scarfs, bought froIn the larnas, aCC0111pany 
every gift in puhlic or private life, suggestive 
of priest-hlessed crucifixes and the like, worn 
by Catholic, devotees. Rosaries are carried both 
for orisons and for casting accounts; so the 
pious abstraction of the holy Buddhist fingering 
his heads nlay camouflage a quite -carnal em-
ployment. Substitutes for Beads and Glass tVindows 

S acranwnts and H ennitages 

or 
not infrequent 
1 a r g e barrel-like 

glves it 

turn. 
,rl1en Chosroes Parveez and his fire-worship­

ing P\.~r,-~iaY1S captured J erUSale111 they aTe said 
to have carried off and burned the (;True Cross", 
to their 0\\,11 jubilant satisfaction and the dis­
C0111fiture and distress of Christendonl; never­
theless "1101y Church" contrived to prese!'ve 
divers "true" splinters therefrorn, which it now 
displays arnoug its lllOSt precious relics. 

Buddhism callnot duplicate these treasures, 
though Lhassa proudly boasts of an ancient -wil­
low tree ,,-hich sprang frOlTIa veritable hair of 
Gauta-ma. It stands in proximity to a monolith 
COllnTIelnOrating a treaty between- a Thibetan 
king of old time and a Chinese emperor. 

IIermitages are sprinkled throughout the 
country; some on hill-tops, some On islets in 
the lake~. The latter offer unsurpassed op­
po:rtunities for a life of seclusion and holy med-

from house to house, 
stretched across 
Even nlol1ntain passes 
fluttering f1'0111 tan 

-washing on a line, or 
channels of the rivers. 

their flag-prayers 

''lhile the Catholic of substance signalizes his 
devotion by pn~senting to his cathedral a 
stained glass window or a pair of silver candle­
sticks for its altar, the Thihetan nobleman 
erects a prayer-waIl elnbellished with has-re­
liefs of the Buddhs and Bodhisattvas and in­
scribed with sacred texts. These prayer-walls 
are supposed to comlnunicate merit to the 
passer .. by without any special effort on his part. 
Thev varv from a few rods to a mile in length, 
and" are '{lsually set in the llliddle of the road 
so as to bene-fit traffic frorn both directions; but 
to pass them on the right hand, even inadvertent­
ly, is deemed most sacrilegious. 

Buddhist prayer--wheels must always be re­
volved inclock-mse fashion. Extraordinary 
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emphasis is ever placed ·on_ formal ohservances 
in worship, in both the Roman and the Lamaist 
systems; indeed, they become logically of stu­
pendous importance in a religion which ignores 
an overruling Providence, staking personal sal­
vation on the concatenation of cause and effect. 

Super-Holy "Eenie, Meenie, Minie, Moes" 

THE same reliance which Roman Catholics 
put in "Ave l\1arias t" the Thibetan Bud­

dhist reposes in the six-syllabled charm, '"'Om! 
];fani padme Hum!" reiterated interminably in 
this land of ineffable holiness. The literal 
translation is, "Hail! Jewel in the Lotus," sym­
holizing the act of parturition which blessed the 
world 'with a Buddh. The initial word, "Om," 
is the name of the first Gioro or arch-priest of 
<Agharti (fro111 the Sivaist guru or teacher), and 
is to correspond to the Hehrew J ah. 

Om is a word of incalculable potentialities; 
continued repetition of it and meditation on its 
nleaning develops mental concentration and in­
creases introspection, conducing to . or 
ecstatic trance, so instrumental in divesting the 
soul of desire, preliminary to Nirvana. Om is 

the primordial sound, 'whose components, 
A. U. 1\1., represent the whole phenomena of 
sound-producing. HinduislTI has incorporated 
this word into its doctrine as the manifesting 
'Sound of Brahm, the Creator. 

The profound significance of. this "Hail! 
Jewel" incantation eludes the 1Yestern nlind, 
until it is understood that the six syllables cor­
respond to colors in the six-hued realm of space; 
that each syllable has the quality of excluding 
the heliever from its particular sphere. The 
goal of the seeker is to escape from the spatial 
universe altogether! , 

The esoteric core-philosophy, of which both 
Buddhism and Hinduism constitute me~e ex­
oteric superficialities, claims to rest on a mys­
terious super-science, immeasurably vaster in 
scope than vVestern material science, and indeed 
eomprehending all the principles of the latter. 
The West, the Buddhist contends, is just com­
mencing dinlly to grasp the rudiments of this 
all-embracing super-science and to apply laws 
and forces of nature known to the adept in oc­
cultism for ages past, but jealously guarded 
from po;:>ular knowledge lest they be disaRtrous­
ly . abuseu \y the ignorant· and irresponsible. 

Spiritism East and West 

I N SUBSTANTIATION of their claims the 
Buddhist mystics call attention to those in­

visible light rays, the ultra-violet and infra-red, 
and the inaudible sound or radio waves whose 
existence was quite unsuspected in the Occident 
until the last two decades, though now general­
ly recognized and practically applied to some 
extent. They point out that at least forty years 
ago works were published which show that the 
occult fraternity then distinguished fourteen 
rays instead of merely the seven common-colors 
of the spectrum, and that they had detected a 
correspondingly extended scale of notes in nlusic. 

Their magic, these priests declare, is not ac­
complished through the spoken 'word (which is 
simply lTIUn1lllery to deceive the vulgar) but 
through the correlations of the vibrations of· 
these inaudible notes and invisible light-rays, 
whereby the adept commands the agency of 
semi-intelligent forces, the "Elementals", the 
consciousness of inanimate substance. In other 
words, they apply kinetic force~ No new sub­
stance is or can be created; material is merely 
reconstructed in ancient forms. Nature does this 
without ostentation 'when it fertilizes the crops 
with dead men's bones. Here is an enlargement 
of the ectoplasm theory. 

In accentuation of formalism and creature­
worship, the two systems, Romanism and La­
maism, are undisguisably in accord. To the 
average Thibetan, religion signifies priInarily 
adoration of the saints. He nothing doubts but 
that religious services are effectual to control 
the forces of the universe,' and that all nature 
is suspended when Brahytnla communes with 
the saints. 

In like nlanner, the Roman Catholic peasant is 
confident that UTe Deun~stJ have power to ahate 
floods and halt lava flows. Austerities are es­
teemed in hoth religions; to mortify the flesh is 
the way to Nirvana, as well as to heaven. So the 
ascetic testifies to his abstraction from mundane 
affairs by eating indiscriminately of ordure and 
carrion when proffered him iulieu of food. This 
is a Sivaish feature. 

In Lamaism, certain elements of the worship 
of the double-natured god have been amalga­
mated with the philosophy of Sakiyamum; 
among themyogiism,. accordingly, the practice 
of suppressing and arbitrarily regulating rell 
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piration as a factor in acquiring the six super­
human faculties to which all yogis aspire is 
resorted to by the lamas. 

knowledge the spiritual suzeranity C'f the Bishop 
of Rome. In fact, the Dalai Lama's ascendency 
in the> Far East has been a matter of gradual 
development during the course of the centuries, 

Sects in Buddhism mre that of the Roman pontiffs in the 'Vest. 

THIBETAN Buddhism is as divergent from Budd11ism was first introduced into China in 
the idealistic philosophy promulgated by 'A. D: 67, by the After Han emperor ~Iing-ti. 

Siddhartha as the Nicene creed is from the true At first it flourished merely as an exotic plant 
apostolic faith. Each is a debased departure by among the intellectuals, its subtleties being un­
transfusions of extraneous ideas; the latter congenial to the ordinary prosaic Chinese mind; 
fr01n its antecedent paganry, the former a fu- ho,vever, its philosophy of fraternisnl doubt­
sion 'with Scythian Shanlanisnl and Hindu Siva- less contributed to that subversion of feudal 
worship. In both instances the falling away had class distjnctions \yhieh the Han centralized 
a political aspect. The Constantine of Buddhisnl autocracy had brought about. 
,vas I{anishka, the puissant I{ushan monarch of But not ilntil the northern provinces became 
Kabul, 'whose ,videspread dominions embraced semi-Tartarized did the congenial I(anishkan 
Kaslmlir, the Punjauh, eastern Iran and great doctrine take root in China; it flourished es­
tracts in Central Asia. pecially under the royal patronage of Yao-hing, 

In A. D. 78, King I(anishka sunlnloned the the After Tcbin nlonarch, ,vho promoted a great 
fourth great CEcumencial council of Buddhism Buddhist revival, partly by causing a transla­
to 11188t at his capital Takka-sila (Taxila of the tion of the B.u.~dhist script~r~s into Chinese and 

- Greeks), ,vhere under his auspices a new ortho_:partly by nl1htant proselyhzmg among his sub-
doxy was formulated, calculated to appease the ' Jec~s. . 
prejudices of the ma.jority of his subjects, but Northern Chlna became almost soli~y Bud-

~ destined, to estrange from Buddhism the great dhist, thence the religion spread into Korea, and 
mass of the people of India and turn them to eventually to Japan where it actually functioner 
Hinduism. This was two hundred and forty- as a civilizing agency, the monasteries actin§, 
seven years before Constantine dictated the as radial centers for disseminating the arts and 
Nicene Creed for Romanists. sciences, as ,yell as learning. 

In this ,yay the Great Schism was born which 
irrevocably sundered Northern from Southern Buddhism in Politics 
Buddhism-as notable in Buddhistic annals as 
is the splitting apart of the Catholic Church 
into Greek and Ronlan, over the image-contro­
versy. The "'Purists" of the South never accepted 
the Kanishkan ''heresy'', as they stigmatiz~d it; 
nor the substitution of Sanskrit, the almost ob­
solete tongue revived by Kanishka, for Pali, as 
their sacred language. 

The restitution of Sanskrit to its ancient im­
portance contributed measurably to the Hindu 
Renaissance which ensued in India, ,vhere 
I\::anishka's innovations brought to a clinlax the 
disrepute into which Buddhisnl ,vas already 
falling. Sanskrit becalne the "Latin" of the 
Northern church, but the Singhalese and Siam­
ese continued to adhere to their sacred Pali 
literature. 

N either was the Dalai Lama ever recognized 
as their spiritual head by the Purists, any more 
than did the Russians or Bulgarians ever ac-

UNDER the mighty T'ang Dynasty, a strong 
nationalistic reaction supervened in China. 

The semi-Tartar states of the North \vere rein­
corporated; inlperial integrity ,vas reasserted; 
and the Chinese frontiers pushed out once more 
across the Gobi and into Central Asia. It 
marked ebb tide in Northern Buddhism, with 
state patronage withdra,Vll and the religious 
houses in disfavor; indeed the latter came under 
legal surveillance, and were subjected to peri­
odic prosecutions fo'r alleged gross hnmoral. 
ities and the harboring of Cl'lininals. 

Tea was now supplanting saJnsh1.t as the na­
tional beverage, and the Inonast~rie.s'were ac­
cused of dispensing liquor from their subter­
ranean spirit-stills and debauching the popula­
tion. So Buddhism went into eclipse in the 
1Hddle l(ingdom until reestablished by Kublai 
Khan. 

Kublai was the Charlemagne of Northern 
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Buddhisln, playing a similar role in the Far 
East to that enacted by the famous Frankish 
king in ElITOpe; and like the latter, he was par­
tial to forcible conversions. Under him Bud­
dhism regained its prestige to become the state 
religion, not in China alone but throughout the 
inlillense territories which the :htlongols had over­
run. 

Correspondingly, this era represents the pin­
nacle of glory for the Dalai Lama, when his 
authority as supreme head of religion was 
stretched over many nations; and the ceremo­
nious visits \vhich he made in person to Peking 
V{ere n1ade the occasion of extravagant pomp 
and rejoicing. 

But w'hen the :MjngsdroY8 out their foreign 
conquerors, BuddhislTI once more lost favor. It 
is only ~n recent IvIanchu times that a decadpnt 
Teginl~e hit upon the ahnost ludicrously utilitar­
ian expedient of coalescing Buddhism, Con­
fucia.nism and Taoism into the Sa·n Chiao.t or 
"Three Religions"; a triad of tolerance pro­
fessed by virtually every son of flan who made 
use of each in its proper sphere to minister 
smne phase of his spiritual ,vants. The bland 
explanation was, "Religions are many; the code 
of etiquette is one; we are all brothers." 

Lamaism is a conglomeration of innately an­
tagonistic dOglnas derived from Buddhism and 
Sivaism, cemented together by the indigenous 
Shal1lanisnl, or demon-propitiation. Its pan­
theon is headed by a holy trinity, composed of 
Gautama., Alnitabha (his ethereal Buddha) and 
A valok"itiswara (his celestial Bodhisattva). 

In contradistinction to the Nicene Triune God, 
the Lamaist one is finite, this curious anomaly 
evidently arising from an anxiety to retain the 
Hindu T'riu~ttrti without disavowing Buddhist 
negation of a suprenle being. Gaut-ama is con­
ceived of in no sense as the Creator, like Bra­
harna, but only as the super-enlinent saint and 
founder of the law. The Buddh is held to be in­
carnated in the la,v. 

The essence of all that is sacred is elnbodied 
in the title I\::ong-chog-sun, the "Three Precious 
Jewels": Buddha Jewel, Doctrine J e"rel, and 
Priesthood J ewel-a species of rationalization 
of the trinity concept. Subordinate to the 
legions of saints, in the spirit and in the flesh, 
which make up the third person, are innumer­
able gods and demons. 

Managing the Saint Business 

R O~iAN Catholics are taught that Christ, the 
lVIediator, must Ilimself be approached 

through intercession of the Virgin lVIar~ ... Sim­
ilarly (though unlike the Southern PurIst who 
"takes refuge in Buddh") in the Chinese tem­
ples of Foh, the votaries, pre~ominantly .,,:o~en, 
address their appeals to P uSa, pehhOlung 
oftenest to be reborn men in good social stand­
ing, or to evade the punishnlents of the Blood 
Lake Goddess, ,vho condemns infanticides to a 
diet of the salted-flesh of their O\V11 slain girl­
children. 

The Thibetans direct their trillion-tunes me­
chanically repeated prayer-wheel devotion par­
ticularly to Arnitabha, the "Lord of l\Ierc.y"~ 
honored as their tutelary deity because he trans­
formed their. supposed simian anc.estors into 
men. In this spiritl1allaboratory of rnahat'Ynas 
who superintend planetary evolution it of course 
seems quite appropriate to find traditions of 
monkey-men. La-nlaism is the original exponent 
of this hypothesis. Though scorning such shal­
low subterfuges as "missing links", it reI a tes 
h01V Amitabha n1ude men out of the aboriginal 
monkeys by feeding them a magic grain; sinc.e 
which tinle his ,yorshipers have assiduously 
sought to make monkeys of men. 

!Iore audacious than the Catholic cardinalate, 
the Lamaite clergy claim for themselves par­
ticipation in the holy trinity; not as vicegerent 
but as one of its integral "jewels" or elements. 
As such, they exact lay homage as the agents 
or invisible representatives of defunct saints in 
general, and in specific instances as departed 
saints reinhabiting an earthly tabernacle to bless 
'with their hallowed presence a sinful world. 

Cat.holic· doctrine nlakes no provision for the 
apotheosis of a Saint Thecla or St. Bonifaee, 
but contents itself with weeping, nodding, and 
bleeding statues to reinforce popular faith. 
Nevertheless in both systmns adoration of the 
saints is an obligation. The saints of Buddha­
dom comprise five Dhyana Buddhas (Buddhas 
of Contemplation), many Pratyeka Buddhas, 
and myriads of Bodhisattvas and pious persons 
who have attained canonization after death. 
Bodhisattvas are beings ,vho in some future life 
will gain the crown of Buddhadom, or supreme 
elilightenment, the ultimate step before Nirvana. 
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The Fruits of Demonism Fairy Stories, and Poor Ones at That 

, 'L IVING Buddhas" are rehorn manifesta-
tions of the "Perfect One". A Living 

Buddha, 'with seat of government located at 
Urga, is the spiritual and temporal autocrat of 
110ngolia, ,vith subordinate khans for his vice~ 
roys. The Chane monastery in Kansuh harbors 
no less than five. There are other of these, in­
carnate gods in Yunan and elsewhere. Some 
are mere children, yet their godlike power over 
mundane affairs and the powers of nature· is 

OBVIOUSLY delllonology is the underlying 
sub-stratum. of Thibetan religion, as of all 

false religions. latter-day folk are smug­
ly incredulous of the supernatural, because their 
appetite for has heen satiated with 
scientific carpets and 

never doubted by the devotees. 
"Vhen a Living Buddha becomes demised the 

method of determining his successor is to lay 
out his personal belongings hefore the various 
male infants of the neighborhood and observe 
which one grabs a rosary to play with. This 
baby isassun1ed to be the into which his 
spirit has fiovvn, and is carried off triul11phant­
ly to the Gornpo, where it is accorded divine 
honors. 

Inferior to the Buddhist clergy are the Inul­
titude of gods and spirits which have for the 

. 1110st part been incorporated from the Sivaite 
pantheon. At their head are the five Spirit 
l{jngs : Indra, god of the firmament; YaIDa, cor- numerous 
responding to Pluto; Yamantaka, "\vho is also giant "snow 
Siva in his aspect of Avenger; and Vaisravana, lieved in. 
god of wealth. gnomes and 

L anlai SIn, like Rome, is not ostentatiously Any extraordinary 
idolatrous; both systems excuse their idols as construed as of diabolical 
mere ocular renunders of invisible presences. quakes are caused by 

'with us a 
with .. 

Nevertheless every t81nple shelters its twenty- of long-necked, sn1all-lllOu.thcd goblins, 
six statues of the Buddh-tvlenty-four vvho ap- swallowing; rainbo,,;-s are frOID: eount-
peared in past cycles; Gautmna, the present re- less swarms of guitar-playing 
de8111er; and the savior 'who come after this sprites, toboganning. as it were, down to ,vater. 

1 · dr.d And \voe betide incautious thirsty soul who cyc e IS en <;::; • 

Curiously enough, the Buddha is rep~ drinks this, since it is iUlpregnated with 
resented as a blonde aquiline physiog- fevers! 
nomy, seated European-fashion in a chair-in- When vve were little, GriUHl1'S Fairy Tales 1'e­
congruous alllong the remaining squat-faced vealed to our puerile minds a country of en­
cross-legged figllres! He corresponds to Salava- chantments, where wizards waved their wands 
hana in Hinduism, the tenth avatar of Vishnu, and three-headed giants loorned up like moun­
the serpent deity. tain peaks on the horizon. The adult Thlbetan 

Whether or not the world-old serpent myth be revels in just such a" romantic environment; 
'{fossil-thought", preserving dim recollections of our childhood fancies are accepted hy him as 
canopic phenomena, as Prof. Vail imagined, veritable realities. In the thrice-holy land of 
the sinuous trail intersects ancient philosophy Thibet no Buddhist feels safe from the mali­
with persistent intennittency as the personified cious spells of sorcerers or witches unless he 
spirit of wisdom, perpetually rene,ving life by carries an amulet or charm box, containing a 
destroying it. miniature image of Buddh or some equally ef· 
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a priest, in lieu 

,vus a 
not to he COll~ 

"was placed' 
Thibet legiti­

profession, 

In 

s,\~arrned over 
this eOIl­

'lent~ their leader as the price 
of ransom a personal intervie'w 'with the abbess? 
so that he might verify or disprove the current 
reports of her porcinity of countenance. 

This irreverent request ,vas indignantly re­
fused, and the Tartars battered breaches in the 
walls and nlade entrance, but found no holy 
men and women" to wreak their spite upon, but 
only a herd of eighty pigs and eighty sows sur­
rounding a ponderous and venerable sow of co­
lossal proportions. Amazed by the inexplicable 

Tartars :relinquished their nefaTi~ 
seenling s"\yine sud ... 

natun:d shapes. Properly 
after bestow-

COll-

at 
has assUllled proportions 

spiritual welfare in 

Lurking in lairs, Eastern occult-
ism waited for missionaries to inoculate \Vest­
ern ethical standards "iNith its insidious sophis­
tries. Such apostles of Oriental mysticisJn even­
tually presented themselves in the persons of 
renegades from Christian culture. These ar­
dent students of Indian philosophy, misled by a 
misplaced enthusiasnl, esteemed the "light of 
Asia" more radiant than that which shone from 
Calvary, and the doctrine of metempsychosis 
. as lnora logical than the philosophies of man ... 
kind's redemption through a second Adam. 



The GOLDEN <AGE 

Some forty ye2~rs ago the l'1Iystic Brothers", 
affecting to. d~plore the lapsing of the world in­
to materialism and skepticism, decided that the 
moment was propitious for inaugurating. 
world-wide psychic campaign which should ef­
fect the spiritual regeneration of mankind. 
Xhese Brothers are described as great hidden 
personalities who abide in seclusion and ob-­
scurity, revered in their 0"'\\711 country merely as 
studious monks and holy hernrits, unlmown to 
the outside world, but recognized hy the initiates 
in esoteric philosophy as 1nahaMrws, adepts in 
super-scientific \v~sdom, fully cognizant of all 
terrelStr'ial.happenings, in constant touch with 
clu:renf· event's through unsuspected telepathic 
rapport with : the ruling minds of the nations. 

A Reconciliation in Unrighteousness 

THE prograrn of this mystic brotherhood was 
to reconcile Oriental mysticism to VVestern 

rationalism by gradually falniliarizing Europe 
and America with fOrTI1S of occultisnl adapted 
to suit vVesternprejudices. To the scientist 
they would present it in a scientific aspect, as 
hypnotism, telepathy, mental science, etc.; for 
the Christian, they \vould cull out Scriptural 
texts which seellled to justify it. To attract a 
variety of temperaments they would present it 
in various guises: Theosophy for the admirer 
'of Buddhisln; Raja Yoga for such a.s preferred 
Hinduis1l1; Omoto Kyo for the Japanese; . Em­
n1anuelism for the biologically inelined; and 
Christian Science and modern Spiritism for 
those who pretend to recognize the Bible. 

But all these so-called ((nlental science" cults 
are based on the same pantheistic dogmas of 
godhead self-existent in the incarnate hurnan 
will, and of personal salvation achieved by com= 
ing into harmony and ultill1ate reunion with the 
uuniversal consciousness". The lure was" tem­
poral success through will-culture, 'with prom­
ised super-normal ability to control the minds of 
others, and. t~e assurance of irnmortali ty. 

Such abstruse doctrines found, it is true, few 
actual proselytes in Europe and America; but 
the scattering of disciples . acted like yeast to 
leaven the masses; for the applied phases of 
mental science, the practice of it, obliged all 
flesh to respond in sheer self-defense. 

The Mystic Brothers' program has been to 
effect the "spiritual regeneration" of humanity 
by imparting to the masses certain powers 

hitherto jealously restricted to initiates who 
were carefully. selected and rigidly· trained by 
a long novitiate until their competency to use 
:without abusing these mysterious powers had 
become manifest. These powers, lmo,Vll to us 
as hypnotism, telepathy, clairvoyance, clair­
audience, etc., \vere no\v to be flung broadcast to 
the nlultitude to he used indiscriminately by ir­
responsible and ignorant minds. 

The introducing medium \vas to he the New 
Thought Cults, formulated by Occidental dis= 
ciples of occultism. They were calculated to 
popnlarize this pantheistic gospel in Europe and 
.A.111eriea by fanliliarizing the matter-of-fact 

theT~ with its point of view-a point of 
plausible by subtly conforming itself 

rationalism. The program "ras in­
augurated some forty years ago. It required 
about one and one-half decades for its, full frui-
tion, when all men, .whether they understood its 
principles or not, he came parties to it. 

In the last century, Bulwer Lytton, the En­
glish novelist, "\,rith prophetic pen beguiled ~he 
fancy of his readers with his "Coming Race"e . 
Today his "V rill" has become the COn:L1110n her­
itage of all flesh; and the rising generation is 
oblivious to the fact that the same is an ab­
norDJal accretion abhorred by early Christians 
and denounced in the Bible as an abomination~ 
During the present century, even as the lamas 
proclaim, Buddhism has accol1lplished the 
"spiritual conquest" of the world, to he followed 
shortly by a lllilitant evangelism. 

..A . .fter. civilization, through the insensate greed 
and folly of the nations, has collapsed into a 
welter of anarchy and ruin, Agharti's gates will 
swing open, to vomit out the subterranean 
hosts-like the locusi-horsemen of the Apoca­
lypse-to subjugate the earth and establish a 
new order "founded in righteousness and peace". 

Satan Would Forestall Christ 

SATAN would forestall the reign of Christ, or 
at least mislead humanity with false ex­

pectations, by a spurious interpretation of the 
divine prophecies. The truth of God focusses on 
the Eternal Verities, but our new day and age 
has invented a new angle of refraction whereby 
a distorted image is beheld. The wisdom of the 
world is foolishness with God, and much of our 
latter-day wisdom consists in denying His im-
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mutable ordinances. "And for this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion that they should 
believe a lie." \Ve are like people who find the 
ground slipping under them and who have to 
run hard to stay in the same place. 

Finally, in this time of the end, when Satan is 
permitted a latitude in power of deception vast­
ly greater than hitherto, and be'wildered hu­
manity comes more unreservedly under his spell, 
traditional restraints and safeguards will be 

cast off, to the confusing of ethical values and 
the forfeiture of that sense of proportion in the 
interrelations of life which guarantees social 
cohesion. In summoning the gathering to Arma­
geddon, no factor is more potent than this-the 
gradually dawning conviction that all existence 
implies a sheer mutual win-contest, in the face 
of which stupefying revelations, pity and mercy 
must be relegated to the discard as suicidal 
weaknesses. 

Radio Programs 
[Station WBBR, Staten Island, New York City.-272.tl Meters.] 

THE GOLDEN AGE takes pleasure in advising its readers of radio programs which carry somethIng of. the kingdom m. 
Bage--a message that is comfortin,g and bringing cheer to thousands. The programs include sacred music. vocal and 1D­
strum ental, which is away above the average, and is proving a real treat to those who are hungering for the spiritual. 
Our readers may invite their neighbors to hear these programs and thus enjoy them together. It is suggested that thG 

local paperiil be asked tQ print notices of these programs. 

Sunday Morning, May 23 

10 : 00 Violin Duets. 
10: 15 Fred Twaroschk, tenor. 
10: 25 Bible Lecture-W. L. Pelle. 

"Do All the Saved Go to Heaven 1" 
10: 55 Choral S~l1gers. 
11: Of> Sunday School Lesson-W. N. Woodworth.. 
11 : 25 -Choral Singers. 
11 : 35 Violin Duets. 
11 : 45 Choral Singers, 

Sunday Afternoon, May 23 

2: 00 ·Watchtower Orchestra. 
2 : 20 Fred Twaroschk, tenor. 
2: 30 Bible Lecture-\Y. L. Pelle, 

"The Qualities and Attributes of Jehovab.'! 
S: 00 F. Twaroschk, tenor. 
S: 10 Bible Instruction-Martin Hartman. 
3: 30 Watchtower Orchestra. 

Sunday Evening, May 23 

9: 00 Watchtower String Quartette. 
9: 20 Bible Questions and Answers. 

Monday Evening, May 24 

8: 00 Irene Kleinpeter, soprano. 
8: 15 'Vorld News Digest, from THm GOLDEN Am,: Mals.zlne. 
8 : 30 George Twaroschk, violinist. 
S : 40 Bible Instruction from THE HA.RP OF GOD. 
s: 50 Irene Kleinpeter, soprano. 

~hursday Evening. May 21 

S: 00 Watchtower TriO. 
8: 10 Walter Stoll, tenor. 
S: 20 "The Three Great \Yorlds"-R. S. Seklemian,. 
8: 40 'Yalter Soo11, tenor. 
8: 50 WatchtoweJ' Trio. 

Saturday Evening, May 29 

8 00 Dr. Hans Haag, TloUnist. 
S 20 Bible Questions and Answers. 
8 45 1. Marion Brown, soprano. 

Sunday Morning, May SO 

10 : 00 Violin-Viola Duets. 
10: 15 L. Marion Brown, soprano. 
10: 30 Bible Lecture-S. M. Van Sipma, 

"Why \Yorld Powers are Tottering-the Remed;r.S!!i 
11 : 00 Choral Singers. 
11: 10 Sunday School Lesson-W. L.Pclle. 
11 : 30 Choral Singers. 
11 : 40 Violin-Viola Duets. 
11 : 50 Choral Singers. 

Sunday· Afternoon, May 30 

2: 00 Flute Trio. 
2 : 15 L. Marion Brown, soprano. 
2: 30 Bible Lecture-T. M. Bedwln, "What is Han fil 
S : 00 Choral Singers. 
S: 10 Flute Trio. 
S : 20 L. Marion Brown, soprano. 
S : 30 Bible Instruction-Carl Park. 
S : 50 Choral Singers. 

Sunday Evening, May 30 

{): 00 \Yatchmwer Violin Choir. 
9 : 20 Bible Questions and Answers. 

Monday Evening, May 31 

8 : 00 Joseph Bonacorso, violinist. 
S : 15 W orId News from THE GOLDEN AGE Magazin-. 
8 : 25 George Twaroschk, pianist. 
s: 40 Bible Instruction from THE H.A.B.P OF GOD, 
8 : 50 Joseph Bonacorso, violinist. 

Thursday Evening, June 3 

8 : 00 Josephine lJOcke, violinist. 
S : 10 L. Marion Brown, soprano. 
S: 20 Bible Lecture-'Y. E. \Yoodworth, 

"The Inheritance of the Meek." 
s: 40 L. Marioll Brown, soprano. 
S : 50 Josephine Locke, violinist. 

Saturday Evening, 'June 5 
8 00 Professor Charles Rohner, vl'OUnlst. 
8 10 Forrest J. Kleinhans, baritone. 
8 25 Bible Questions and Answers. 
S 50 Professor Cbarles Rohner, vIolin tat. 



r On American Shores 

:Annie Besant's New Christ 

ANNIEBESANT'S new Messiah, selected by her 
personally some eighteen years ago, will 

come to America in· August. ~Yfr. Kunz, the ad~ 
vance agent of the new Messiah, ~fr. Krishna­
murti, believes that he will take America by 
storm. Pro bably he will. America, especially 
New York, is always ready to take up any play­
thing for a few days, no matter hovv foolish. 
As J\1:rs. Besant and Mr. K:rishnalYlurti, her new 
Messiah, and all parties concerned~ are spirit­
ists, and a wave of spiritislll. about due to 
sweep over the western 
murti may make more of 
seems outwardly probable. 

Liberty Does Not Mean License 

A NE"\V YOR·K publisher, arguing for 
to publish, even in nlotion pictures, 

thing he liked, stated that he allovved his 
dren to see himself and his ""rife naked. The 
Scrjptures, which are our proper standard of 
conduct, always speak of the heavenly 
as clothed, and He has so made mankind that 
clothing of some sort is almost a necessity for 
them, at least in this climate. Liberty does not 
mean the abandonment of all commOn sense. 

DORYl Want Militarism Taught 

T I-IE president of the Federal Council of 
churches is reported as saying, coWe don't 

want our children taught the beastly arts of 
murder and killing, and I say to the War· De'"­
parhnent with all my heart, Keep youy. hands 
off the public schools." This new attitude is all 
the 11101'e remarkable as all the churches, in all 
a,ges past, have always been for war, at least 
whenever there "vas a war; and if war is right 
in war time then it would seem to be right to 
prepare for it in peace time. There would have 
been no World War if all the churches, all over 
the world, had been for peace and had taken an 
heroic stand for it. 

The Sixty-Cent Dollar 

ACCORDING to the National Industrial Con­
ference Board the 1914 dollar is now sta­

bilized fairly well at sixty cents. That is to· say, 
if a man had a salary of $100 a month in 1914= . 
he would require a salary of $166.67 per 
month to live as well now ashe lived then.' A 

534 

$25 raise in salary now only means an increase 
in buying power of $15. 

The Eagle Cries for Help 

THE Brooklyn Eagle clainls that there are 
234,000 churches in the United States with 

47,000,000, nJ.ombers. It Inentions twenty-trJxee 
general groups of denominations, which are, in 
actual fa.ct, split UlJ into 120 Ulore. Then it says 
that these lilUSt unite or the -United States vvill 

but Inay continue to believe 
should they 

Prosperity Benefits Sorne Farrreen; 

A STJR\TEY. of four 
County, North 

age net '\Yorth of 
creased in two years 
average net worth of 
in the sarrie territory 
net assets of the fann o-vvnel'S 
and of the tenant farrnE~rs $3,000. 
the SaIIle farn1s the average nurabel' of cows has 
increased 1'1'01n six to eight, and the sheep fron1 
two to eight. 

Getting Pictures at the Front 

W I-IILE the textile strike was OIl at Passaic, 
N. J., and nlany of the strikers "vere 

marching past the mills, wi th gas masks 
strapped on ready for use, two of the enterpris­
ing newspapers ofN ew York sent annored cars, 
covered ,vith signs reading: "N ews Photo­
graphers Getting Pictures at the Passaic Front." 
This was hecause the police on the previous day 
had snlashed sonle $3,000 worth of cameras and 
attacked photographers and reporters; all, of 
course, in violation of the law. An airplane cir ... 
cled above the town, taking motion pictures of 
the situation. . 
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Bobbed Hair Reduces Accid~.T!ti:£ 

0 1" T\VO workers in the 
'C nited States one nine hundred 
thousand have'bobbed hair. bobbing of the 
hail' has reduced 
workers by 
record where 

New York's 

Four Stutes Will Advertise 

FOLLOVVING the a score or more 
. of cities that are now widely advertising 

their advantages~ the of 
I-Iampshire, Oregon and California have now 
made appropriations to make 
known the scenic and climatic advantages for 
which these states are already famous. No 
doubt other states will follow their n""'~~?l()-nii'l< 

Prodigies are Diseased 

I T IS better not to be a prodigy. !vIadrid had 
a little girl seven years old who at that un~ 

canny age entered the University of !fadrid. At 
the age of eleven she is ready for her degree. 
Numerous instances ate on record lately ,yhere 
children of ten to twelve years have ShO,\Yll un~ 

mistakable signs of senility. They have grovm , 
old 'without ever grovdng up; they are diseased. 

'J1he -world):; experience with prodip:ie~ has been 
ll,nsatisfactorv, I-i'ew of thern have ever 
aInonnted to" after graduation from 
the colleges or universities that carried them 
through their AL.Li',,>A.L\hl. 

of Artificial Leather 

HE United States 
Economists us \vhat 

m.akes prices so high, and keeps them up, 
other countries have largely increased 
holdings of gold also, particularly . 
land, Norway, Sweden, Denmark" 
Argentina. 

N ineg Y ea;r~Old Lies Disowned 

THE War Department has authorized the 
statement that it -was not true that Belgian 

babies had their hands cut off, that Belgian v{o­
men were maimed or that Canadian soldiers 
''lere crucified. The Germans did none of these 
things. Of course they did not, and only the 
most absolutely 100 percent foolish fools ever 
swallowed the lies at any time. But there were 
many lOOpercenters. For a while the a.verage 
man in the United States could be made to be­
lieve anything at all, provided it was somethin. 
some Bocp,e was supposed to have done .. 



The Downward Trend' By C. E. Stewart 

I N THE fiSt. John's Radio", published in the 
interest of St. John's Evangelical Church, 

Buffalo, N. Y., we read about a small organiza­
tion called "The Tithers' Band", which is to 
prOlllote stewardship in the church. The mem­
bers have as elf-denial hanks" in which the tithes 
are put. A tithe is a tenth; but this band is not 
supposed to give the tenth; the name is a mis­
nomer. A special effort \vas put forth during 
Lent to make a killing in the way of self-denials; 
and this is the way it 'was done: 

If a church Inember ordinarily smoked four 
ten-cent cigars a day, he 'was to deny himself 
one of these cigars and thus duringLent Inake 
a saving of $4.60 ('for the Lord>'. Then as a 
Christian, following in the footsteps of Jesus, 
he could go on his way rejoicing, with only three 
ten-cent cigars per day. 

If a member habitually eats ten cents' worth 
of candy daily, by cutting the supply inhvo the 
saving during Lent would be $2.30. If a' Chris­
tian goes to' the picture shows three times week­
ly, paying twenty-five cents for each admission, 
by denying hin1se1f or herself one show weekly 
the savjng would be $1.50. By so doing they 
would also be setting a good exanlple for their 
worldly friends and neighbors by going to the 
nwvies only twice a ·week. 

By denying oneself of one fifteen-cent ice­
cream soda weekly, the self-denial would anl0unt 
i{) ninety cents. By denying oneself a te:n~ 
cent cut of pie three days each week, the saving 
would anl0unt to $1.80. If a person who is in 
the habit of getting three shoeshines a week 
will stoop to do it once each week himself, 
seventy cents ,'I{ould be added to the "self-denial 
hanks" of the "Tithers' Band;' (if he did not for­
get it), and thus money would be brought to the 
church and glory to the Lord, "\Ve read: 

Let the girls and the women figure a bit regarding 
their hair-dressing, bobbing and waving. Easter is 
coming, many hats will be bought; many dresses for 
women and suits for men will be sold. Perhaps a gar-

" ment can be purchased at a little cheaper price, if we 
really want to practise a little self-denial. 

Is it not strange that full-grown adults in our 
enlightened day will tolerate such pusillanimous 
begging in the name of the Lord and think that 
they are doing Him service' The lust for money 
is degrading, and a begging institution is not 
a Christian institution at all. How many people 

learn the truth by being hounded forn10ney up­
on every pretext I 

In an advertising circular headed "The Visin 
ble Church", a certain textbook by that name 
is recommended· for ,Catholic schools. It :is 
claimed that Roman Catholics are broad-minded 
and liberal in the education of their children. 
But the perpetuity of the R.orrlan church' de­
pends upon ignorance. Many enlightened Cath­
olics know that sonlething is ·wrong with their 
churchJ and have long sought for SOlIlethu.1g 
better. JYlany of them are exanlining other faiths, 
seeking to find the truth. This is commendable, 
and eventually will be rewarded with success. 
The Protestant denorrlinations are not attrac­
tive to the Catholics; for they nothing 
better, except a little lTIOre freedom ineduca.tioll 
and privileges in Bible reading. 

That all the religious 
Protestant, are fearful 
in the concerted efforts 
dust into the eyes of their 
them from reading books or U":U'-'LLU..L.U",", 

which n1ay lead thmn to a 
of the Bible. The only 
of \vhich ,ve know, whose 
undenon1inational, to 
makes no solicitations for money, 
dOll1ineering clergy, a"f~ 
elected by each to the 
terests of the congregation without J110ney and 
without price, is the International Bible Students 
Association. 

That the book in question, "The Visible 
Church," is designed to keep the children within 
certain limitations, is evident circulLl' 
describes it as follows: 

Adapted to the classroom, a ·of 
the external practices of our 
her goYernment, clergy, religious saCTU­
mentals, ceremonies, festivals and deyotions. . . . 'l'11i3 
book teaches the what, the why, and the when. . . . '110 
get this knowledge, children are sent to Catho1ie schools. 

vThy do people insist on going beyond the 
Bible in church government, liveried preachers, 
sacramentals, ceremonies, festiva1s, etc., and 
use these as a means of devotion? The trouble 
with the religious world is that it is too much 
churched; it is hobbled, blinded, weighted with 
encumbrances and hindrances, sandbagged, and 
made to dance to formulas concocted by men 
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whose minds are erampeo. with ecclesiastical 
regalia. The reckoning day is coming, and what 
will the harvest be.? 

'A card gotten out by the Purgatorial Society 
of the St. 1Iary's church, of Toledo, Ohio, en­
titled, "Commemoration of the Faithful De­
parted," represents the souls in purgatory plead­
ing to those on this side: "IIave pity on me, 
have pity on nle, &t least you my friends." 

Upon the theory that the soul is immortal 
and cannot die, a great nlint for coining money 
has been built around so-called Christian church­
es; the one profiting the most being the Ronlan 
Catholic church. The Catholic Bible at Ezekiel 
18: 4, reads: "The soul that sinneth, the same 
shall die." The Protestant Bible reads: "The 
Boul that sinneth, it shall die." lYlany texts agree 
with this, and establish the thought that when 
a person is dead he is actually dead, and awaits 
the resurrection. 

A text ·which some claim supports praying for 
the dead is found in 1 Corinthians 15: 29, and 
reads: "Else what shall they do which are bap­
tized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all f" 
But notice that the text speaks of being haptized 
for the dead, and not praying for the dead. 
This is important. The dead are dead. The true 
Church is a part of the sin-atoning sacrifice. 
IJesus asked His disciples if they were able to 
be baptized with the haptism that He was bap­
tized with, referring to His death and not to 

His immersion in water. (Matthew 20: 20-23) 
The church joins Jesus in sacrificial death for 
the world of mankind; and if the world is not 
dead, and if the world -will never be brought 
forth in the resurrection, why live the sacrificial 
life, dying daily, was Paul's argument. Praying 
for the dead, then, and saying "masses" for the 
dead, have never availed one iota for the benefit 
of anybody, and never. will ! 

The only text in the Bible which supports the 
immortality-of-the-soul theory is the Devil's ly­
ing statement, recorded in Genesis 3: 4, which 
reads: "Ye shall not surely die." This is the 
foundational hypothesis for all the "mass" 
folderol. 

The above mentioned "Purgatory" card 
further says: 

High masses, according to the amount contributed, 
will be sung every week during the year, for the repose 
of the souls of the deceased relatives and friends of the 
me.mbers of the Purgatorial Society. 

This shameful, commercial doctrine is a de~ 
grading, blinding device; it fosters superstition 
and benumbs the conscience; it blasphemes true 
Christianity; it enriches the priests at the cost 
of the poor, and seeks to lower the standar:ds 
of Christian ethics to the plane of the basest 

,sort of criminal profiteering. Thank God, the 
light of a new day is now dawning; and the 
shadows of night must soon flee away before 
the advancing Sun. 

Review of "Comfort for the Jews" 

,VOULD be a little hard to convince the 
cynics of this generation that vvithin the past 

year a book has been produced, the luessage in 
which was foretold by the Prophet Isaiah near­
ly three thousand years ago; nevertheless we 
feel fully justified in taking that view of Judge 
Rutherford's hook bearing the above title. 

A careful reading of the book convinces us 
that it is epochal. E,ven before the book ap­
peared, and before there was any promise of it, 
many of the readers of this magazine were of 
the opinion that something of the sort was sure 

'to make its appearance soon. 
The reason for this is evident. The time set 

hy Jehovah for the blessing of the Jews has 
come. Their 1845 years of favor have been fol-

lowed by 1845 of disfavor, which period ended in 
full in 1918, when the reestablishment of the 
Jews in Palestine actually took place. 

The long period of seventy jubilees, seventy 
periods of fifty years each, which the law showed 
would be visited upon the Hehrew people for 
their failure to properly observe the juhilee sab­
batic arrangements, have aU come to their full 
end. The fall of the year 1925 marked the last 
limit to which they extend. 

And now, with the full end of their period 
of disfavor reached, and with the full time come 
for ushering in earth's great jubilee, toward 
which each of the seventy jubilees pointed, and 
with the Jews actually back in Palestine in large 
numbers, and continuing to return at the rate 01. 
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forty tllOusal1d a year~ it is ciertaLn that the time 
has corne to cry Prophet Isaiah: 

(COlnfort ye, 
your God. 
and cry unto 
plished, that 
nath received 

to every J e1N \vho has follo1ycd 
'which has been based 

excltt...:in:>ly 11pon the that God intends 
J the to have the land of Palestine; that He 
promised that to Auraham and to his seed after 
him, and that He purposes to keep that promise; that 
for mallY centuries God has been by various experiences 
teaching the .J t'\-YS, and through them other peoples, 
that He is Jehovah God and that there is none beside 
Him; that God has permitted the evil one to pursue his 
nefa.rious course and has overruled this to serve as a 
great test of the faithfulness of :men; and that all who 
prove their love for God and loyalty and. fa.ithfulness 
to Him shall receive His blessings. 

'l~he Jew. now, iT! fulfilment of prophecy) are being 

be ac1:rnitted that 
of them have little faith in the Lord 

of the 
as :reeorded in the apparent that 

them to succeed in rebuilding 
land and be restored there unless learn 

to exercise faith in Him. Let the tJ C'ws therefore hun to 
to His and 

upon the '\Y oni of the Lord: and then 
.,..,."."c;yy" c'n He 'W ill them in the go, 
a:nd lead them into 'Nays of 

eareful .'-.:n.",-i"Y',+nl>,'"\n will reveal the fact 

God made mau 
tenced to cleath' 
thnt he who ~will be 

, to vv-it: 'That 
sinned and "iv·as sen­

to redeem 

whi.ch the bJess-
redeemer must. 

life as a. fa Hsom. 
mankind' t.hat no man on earth could meet 

; that the obedient and faithful Son 
'was sent from heaven to 

power of Jehovah find bOTll as a 
fhat He grew to manhood's 

, 
the vwrld He returns to establish His ; that the; 
time has come for t.he Jews to be rest.ored t.o Pale::stinc; 
that the of the will be restoration; and 
that the time for the comfort of Israel is here because 

rIlle has come \v hen Israel shaH kll0\Y as never 
before that Jehovah is her God. "Blessed is the nation 
whose Goel is the Lord: and the whom he hath 
chosen for his own inheritance," 33 : 

of jubi.lee is come; the good news must be 
of Israel and then to aU the 

Psalm 89: 15, 
dark: period of Israel's wa.rfare is ended. 

rrhe favor of God is being extended to her; and the 
her Lord and Prince of Peace, the Savior of 

the world, mllst be identified and pointed out to hBr. 
SOlIle one Vd10 loves the Lord must speak the message 
of comfort to the J e"Ys. 'rhe time has come for the 
prophecy to have its fulfilment. '-ro the praise of J e­
hovah God and in His name let the good tidings be told, 
to wit: 

"Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 
that her wa.rfa.re is accomplished} that her iniquity i3 
pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins. . . . 0 Zion, that bringest good 
tidings, get thee up into the high mountain: 0 J eru­
salem, that. bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with 
strength: lift it up, be not afraid: say unto the citi. 
of Judah, Behold yourGou l"~Isaiah 40: 1,9. 



Comfort for the Jews 
[Radiocast from Watchtower WBBRon a wave length of 272.6 meters, by Judge Rutherfortl.] 

GOD established with Israel the true religion; 
nanlely, that they should worship Jehovah 

as the only true God and have no other gods he- _ 
side Him. 

Satan the enemy, the chief of devils and the 
invisible ruler of the other nations, established 

those nations the false religion; nanlely, 
'worship of devils. 

erected a shield for the protection of 
the terms of the law which He gave 

law provided severe punishment 
one \vho indulged in devil worship. (Ex­

. Leviticus 20: 26, 27; Deuteronomy 
experiences through ,,,hich Israel 

prilnarily to demonstrate to them 
loyalty and faithfulness to J e-
01le~ Satan, hated the loyal Jews 

'_''J'''~-'''C'' to destroy them in whatsoever ",vay 
constant effort was to turn thelTI 

God. During the time of 
Israelites were faithful God. 

death they began to God 
SIn. 

children of Israel did evil in the 
I .. ord, and served Baalim: and they 
Lord God of their fathers, which 

thenl out of the land of Egypt, and fol­
other gods, of the gods of the people that 

·were round about them, and bowed themselves 
unto theIn, and provoked the Lord to anger. 
And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and 
Ashtaroth. And the anger of the Lord "vas hot 
against Israel, and he delivered them into the 
hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold 
them into the hands of their enemies round 
ahout, so that they could not any longer stand 
before their enemies."-Judges 2: 11-14. 

Then the Lord raised up Judge Samuel, who 
was true and faithful to the Lord, and because 
of his faithfulness the Lord delivered Israel out 
of the hand of their enemies during all the days 
of the judge. 

"And when the Lord raised them up judges, 
then the Lord was with the judge, and delivered 
them out of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge: for it repented the Lord be­
cause of their groanings by reason of them that 
oppressed them and vexed theIn." ( Judges 2: 
18) Then the Lord permitted the heathen to 
dwell near Israel to test them. 

"N ow these are the nations which the Lord 
left, to prove Israel by them, even as many of 
Israel as had not known all the wars of Canaan; 
. . . And the children of Israel dwelt among the 
Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Periz­
zites, and Hivites, and J ebusites; and they 
took their daughters to be their wives, and gave 
their daughters to their sons, and served their 
gods. And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and forgat the Lord their God, 
and served Baalim and the groves." -Judges 
3: ,1,5-7. 

Again the Lord permitted the Israelites to 
have great tribulation, and when they cried unto 
Him again He heard their cry and delivered them. 
(Judges 3: 9, 10) Time and time again the 
Israelites were unfaithful to their covenant, and 
time and again were they punished therefor, and 
when they cried unto the Lord He heard them 
and delivered them.-Judges 4: 1-15; 6: 7. 

Be it noted that whenever Israel was faithful 
to the Lord He always delivered them from their 
enemies. vVithout doubt He did this to teach 
them that He was not only their great God but 
their true and only friend and that Satan was 
and is their enemy. Some marked demonstra­
tions of God's loving kindness to Israel are 
shown in the instances recorded in the Scrip-· 
tures. A few of these are here recounted: 

Gideon, "vho served God and who prayed unto 
God for help, with a little band of BOO men put 
to flight a host of 200,000 Midianites; God caus­
ing them to slay each other. Without a doubt 
the Lord thus showed His favor because Gideon 
obeyed the voice of Jehovah and defied the Devil 
and his organization. (Judges '6: 11-40; 7:1-25) 
In this great conflict Gideon and his little com~ 
pany of 300 did nothing but hold high their 
lamps and cry: "The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon." The Lord God did the rest and caused 
the destruction of the Midianites. 

When Jehoshaphat was king the combined 
armies of Ammon, Moab and mount Seir came 
up against the Israelites. J ehoshaphat knew 
that he could not withstand the assault of this 
great enemy. He gathered the Israelites before 
the temple at Jerusalem, to wit, the men, women 
and children. Standing before the temple, and 
as the mouthpiece of Israel, J ehoshaphat prayed 
to Jehovah God thus: "0 Lord God of our 

tiS!) 
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fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest 
not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen t 
and in thine hand is there not power. and might, 
so that none is able to withstand thee! ... And 
all Judah stood before the Lord, with their lit­
tle ones, their wives, and their children."-2 
Chronicles 20: 6, 13. 

Then the Lord heard the prayer of J ehosh­
aphat and He caused J ehaziel, a son of the tribe 
of Levi, to prophesy and to tell J ehoshaphat to 
be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of the 
great multitude, but that he should go out to 
battle and the enemy should fall. lIe saiel: "'y ~ 
shall not need to fight in this battle: set your-

.- selves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord with you, 0 Judah and ,-Terusalem; fear 
not, nor be dismayed; tomorrow go out against 
them: for the Lord will be with you."-2 Chron­
icles 20: 17. 

And then under the instructions of the Lord 
J ehoshaphat appointed singers· unto the Lord 
who should praise the beauty of holiness as they 
,vent out before the army and praise the Lord 
for His mercy and goodness. Next day they went 
out to battle; and as the enemy approached, 
these singers began to sing the praises of t.he 
Lord. "And when they began to sing and to 
praise, the Lord set ambushments against t~e 
children of Amlnon, ~Ioab and mount Selr, 
which were come against Judah; and they were 
Ilnitten." -Verse 22. 

On another occasion, to wit, the fourteenth 
year of the reign of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib 
king of Assyria. came to give battle against the 
city of Jerusalem. The king of Assyria was an 
arrogant, haughty heathen 'who worshiped the 
Devil. This arrogant heathen king with his 
great army sent messengers unto Hezekiah and 
defied Almighty God. 'Then IIezekiah heard 
this message he rent his clothes a.nd covered 
himself with sackcloth and ashes and went dO'wn 
to the house of the Lord. Hezekiah was greatly 
in fear and in trouble and he sent his servant, 
who came unto Isaiah the prophet. And Isaiah 
prophesied: 

"Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus 
saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words that 
thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the 
king of Assyria have blasphenled me. Behold, I 
:will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a 
rumour, and return to his own land: and I will 

cause hinl to fall by the sword in his own land." 
-Isaiah 37: 6,7. 

Again the king of Assyria sent messengers t.o 
Hezekiah with a letter, attempting to weaken 
the faith of Hezekiah-in Jehovah God. 

"A.nd IIezekiah received the letter from the 
hand of the messengers, and read it; and Heze­
kiah ,vent up unto the house of the Lord, and 
spread it hefore the Lord. And Hezekiah prayed 
unto the Lord, saying, 0 Lord of hosts, God 
of . Israel, that d\vellest between the cherubim, 
thou art the God, even. thou alone, of all the king­
don1s of the earth: thou hasfmade heaven and 
earth. Incline thine ear, 0 Lord, and hear; open 
thine eyes, 0 Lord, aDd see; and hear all the 
words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to re­
proach the living God. Of a truth, Lord, t.he 
kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, 
and their countries, and have cast their gods'in­
to tbe fIre: for they 'were no gods, but the work 
of 111en's hands, 'wood and stone: therefore they 
have destroyed theln. N ow therefore, 0 Lord 
our God, save us fronl his hand, that all the 
king-dOlUS of the earth lnay know that thou art 
the Lord, even thou only."-Isaiah 37: 14-20. 

Then Isaiah prophesied and said unto King 
Hezekiah: 

('Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning 
the king of Assyria, lie· shall not come into this 
city, nor shoot an arro·w there, nor come before 
it "with shields, nor cast a bank against it. By 
the way that he caIne, by the same shall he re­
turn, a.nd shall not come into this city, saith the 
Lord. For I will defend this city to save it for 
mine own sake, and for my servant David's 
sake:" -Isaiah 37: 33-35. 

The silence of night settled do,v'Il upon the 
holy city of Jerusalem, but the inhabitants 
thereof slept not. They knew that there stood 
before the gates of the place of their habitation 
a mighty and terrible army ,vhich had never 
known defeat, an anny so powerful that it could 
snuff out the Israelites as the wind drives the 
chaff before it. They knew that nothing could 
save thenl fronl this terrible enemy except the 
mighty hand of God. The Lord God had heard 
the prayer of Hezekiah, and the people waited. 
And while they waited the Lord God performed 
His great work for IIis nalne's sake and for the 
sake of David His beloved servant, and the 
Devil and all of his angels could not lift a finger 
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to aid his servant Sennacherib and his mighty sword. And five of you shall chase an hundred, 
army. and an hundred of you shall put ten thou;,. 

When the curtains of night lifted, there lay sand to flight: and your enemies shall fall be­
spread out before the city upon the hills and fore you by the sword. For I will have respect 
plains 185,000 dead men of Sennacherib's army. unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply 
The Israelites had not struck a blow. The God you, and establish my covenant with you. And 
of heaven, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old 
had delivered them out of the hands of the because of the new. And I will set my tabernacle 
enenlY, as it is recorded: "Then the angel of the among you: and my soul shall not abhor you. 
Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the And I will walk among you, and will be your 
Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five God, and ye shall be my people. I am the Lord 
thousand: and when they arose early in the your God, which brought you forth out of the 
mOrIl!ng, behold, they were all dead corpses." land of Egypt, that ye should not be their bond­
-Isaiah 37: 36. men; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, 

Many other examples appear in the Scrip- and made you go upright .. 
tures of how Jehovah defended Israel His peo= ''But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will 
pIe. All these things Jehovah did that Israel not do all these commandments; and if ye shall 
might learn that He is the Almighty God, the despise my statutes, or if your souls abhor my 
Creator of heaven and earth, and that His power judgments, so that ye will not do all my com­
is without limitation; that He is their friend mandments, but that ye break my covenant: I 
and deliverer and could deliver them at any will do this unto you; I will even appoint over 
time out of the hands of the greatest of all you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, 
enemies. Notwithstanding this great deliver- that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow 
aRce Israel again yielded to the seductive in- of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for 
fluence of Satan the enemy and turned away your enemies shall eat it. And I will set my face 
from God. against you, and ye shall he slain before your 

These things are recounted here, not for the enemies: they that hate you shall reign over 
purpose of reproaching the Jews but for the you: and ye shall flee when none pursueth you. 
purpose of proving that their hope, and only And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto 
hope, is to trust Jehovah God and obey His voice. me, then I will punish you seven times more for 
In the la'w God had ,vamed Israel what they your sins. . . . And I will destroy your high 
might expect to suffer if they disobey His law .. places, and cut down your images, and cast your 
To them He said:· carcases upon the carcases of your idols, and 

"Ye shall make you no idols nor graven inlage, my soul shall abhor you. And I will make your 
neither rear you up a standing irnage, neither cities ,vaste, and bring your sanctuaries unto 
shall ye set up any image of stone your land, dewlation, and I. will not smell the savour of 
to down unto it: for I am the Lord your your sweet odours. And I will bring the land in­
God.· Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence to desolation: and your enemies which dwell 
my sanctuary: I am the Lord. therein shall be astonished at it. And I will 

"If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my COill- 'scatter you among the heathen, and will draw 
mandments, and do them; then I will give you out a sword after you: and your land shall be 
rain in due season? and the land shall yield her desolate, and your cities waste."-Lev. 26: 1-18, 

30-33. 
increase, and the trees of the field shall yield 
their fruit. And your threshing shall reach unto Because of their repeated violation of their 
the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the covenant in forsaking the only true God and 
sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the falling to the wiles of the enemy, Jehovah caused 
full, and dwell in your land safely. And I will his prophet Jeremiah to say unto them: 
give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and "Behold, I will send and take all the families 
none shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil of the north, saith the Lord, and Nebuchadrez­
beasts out _of the land, neither shall the sword zar the . king of Babylon, my servant, and will 
go through your land. And ye shall chase your. bring them against this land,· and against 
enemies, and they· shall· fall before you by the the inhabitants thereof, and against all these na-
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t101lS round about, and will utterly destroy them, 
and luake them an astonishment and an hissing, 
and perpetual desolation." -Jeremiah 25: 9. 

Zedekiah "vas Israel's last king. He did "evil 
in the sight of God, He mocked the prophets 
Vv~honl Jehovah sent and despised the "vords of 
God spoken by the prophets and misused them~ 
(2 Chronicles 36 : 12-16) Then the Lord, 
thl'ough the nl0uth of the Prophet Ezekiel, pro-
nounced the decree against Israel, ,,,hieh 
'Ji,'as 606 B, which 

The an­
their unfaithfulness J e­

a portion of the 

"Let there be Light" By A. 

I T IS not. my that a consecrated person 
.. should read only on one subject. He vl'ill be 
benefited by reading concerning all the ten 
principal fields of human interest. We have for 
example the late Pastor Russell, also Judge 

Rutherford, discourses are 
illustrated and brightened by thoughts draWn 
from every field of human activity. This would 
be impossible had they read and kept in­
formed on these matters~ 



51°vVhen Jesus was in the earth He was de­
spised and rejected of men. He was dishonored 
of men, and has since been dishonored of all 
except those who have come to a knowledge of 
the truth. The tinle will come, however, as 'the 
apostle declares, when 'every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father', (Philip­
pians 2: 7-11) The members of His body, the 
truly consecrated children of God, follovving in 
the footsteps of their Master, have been de­
spised of men, have been counted as the offs~our~ 
ings of the earth, have been persecuted and 
lllprisoned, and 11lany of them killed; and the 
world has known thenl not, even as it knew Him 
not. But in due tinle all those born in the glo­
rious kingdom of our Lord will be honored 
among men; because 111ankind will kno\v of their 
position, as it is 'written: "Of Zion it shall be 
said, This and that man was born in her; and 
the Highest hhnse1£ shall establish her. The 
Lord shall count, when he writeth up the people, 
that this man was born there." (Psalm 87: 5, 6) 
Then shall the people rejoice that it has pleased 
the heavenly Father to select out from amongst 
poor, imperfect men the 144,000, and to make 
them perfect through Christ Jesus. He 'will 
cause the peoples of earth to honor them, as. He 
has pronlised: "I will make thy name to be re­
menlbered in all generations; therefore shall 
the people praise thee for ever and ever."­
Psalm 45: 17. 

511The apostle says also that these are seeking 
i1nlnortality. That word here means incorrupti­
bility; a condition not subject to death. The 
Messianic class, Head and body, will not be sub­
ject to decay, sickness, or death. Even a perfect 
human being requires nourishment to sustain 
his organism; but the exalted church, the Mes­
{t;iah, the Christ, will need nothing in the way of 
food to replenish any powers, because their 
powers will not be exhausted. These will have 
life in themselves in such an abundant measure 
that they can give it out, and will give it out, 
and still need no replenishing. Of Himself Jesus 
declared: "As. the Father hath life in himself, 
so hath he given the Son to have life in himself." 
-John 5: 26: 4: 14. 

512This same promise is made to those who 
participate in His sacrificial death. (John 6: 53, 
54) These have the promise that they 'shall be 
partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1: 4), 
and thus shall have power to give life unto 
others. The great prize that is her8 to be given 
is eternal life; and immortality is that quality 
of eternal life that is indestructible. To those 
who have entered into relationship with the 
Lord through Christ, He says: "Be thou faith­
ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life." (Revelation 2: 10) And again says St. 
James: "Blessed is the man that endureth temp­
tation [trial]; for when he is tried, he shall re­
ceive the crown of life, which the Lord 
promised to them that love hhn." -James 1: 12. 

QUESTIONS ON "THE HARP OF GOD" 

To what extent has Jesus been honored by the world? 
TI 510. 

What Scriptural proof is there that the world will yet 
honor Him? TI 510. 

How have the body members of the church been re­
garded by the world? TI 510. 

Will they be honored in the future? 1f 510. 
"Will the world know who is born a member of the 

glorified church? Give Scriptural proof. TI 510. 
'What effect will this knowledge have upon the world? 

TI 510. 
How will the people regard the church in the future 

ages? Give Scriptural proof. 1f 510. 
Besides glOTY and honor, what else is the church seek .. 

ing? TI 51lo 
Define immortality. TI 511. 
What will be the difference between a perfect human 

being and a member of the new creation with reference 
to requiring nourishment to sustain life? 1f 51lo 

What Scriptural proof is given that Jesus possesses in-
herent life? ~ 511. 

What Scriptural promise is given to the body members 
that they will have inherent life? n 512. 

With what power will they be clothed with reference to 
giVIng life to others? TI 512. 

Give some Scriptural proof of the degree of life to be 
possessed by the church. TI 512. 

What is meant by the "crown of life"? TI 512. 
M3 
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