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Notes on the Silk Industry 

TRUJ history of the silk industry reaches back 
to Queen Sie Lang Chi, of China, who is 

supposed to have reigned about 2,000 B. C. 
This lady found some cocoons of the silkworm 
and conceived the idea of a gown made of the 
fine, glossy, tough fibres. The result was so 
pleasi11g that the industry heranw nro1:1nily 
established. 

For centuries Chinese silks round 1.\1·.·i r \\av 
into Europe by caravans and vvere highly pri~­
ed. The Chinr~se guarded jealously the secret 
of their ·mam1faeture; but it was finally discov­
ered hy two Arrnenian priests (sent there for 
the purpose by hig hnsiness), who brought back 
to Armenia a qu:mtity of nrnlherry seeds and 
silkworm-moth <·µ;gs. From Armenia the cul­
ture soon spread to ot11er oriP11tnl com1tries and 
to those bordering 011 the ::\foditerranean. 

At the present time .Japan is th<~ greatest 
silk-producing country, China is sN·ond, the 

I
. · Eastern :Mcdih•rranean region is third, Italy is 

:.·.·, fourth, and France is a had fifth. The total 
. · yield for the world in the year 1919 is estimated 

.

1 

at sixty million pounds. In that year the United 
.·.· States imported $400,000,000 worth of silk. At 

~~"·$~· that time Japan was not <mly leading in the 
·~ silk industry, hut bade fair to beat Gcrrnm1y 

···...• in the manufactm·e of the elwap goods fon\·hich 
Germany has become famous. 

!It:': · The silk business received a severe jolt in the 
~: early summer of 1920. During the th n~P yea rs 
~ previous it had been a mint for ev0r~·1>ody eo11-
f:", nected with it, whether he had any knowle<l,'.;'(~ ir-- of the business or not. In some districts in ;\ ew 
~'· ~York, as fast as the saloons were closed un<~"r 
~;, · the Volstead Act they were reopened by silk 
~' jobbers, all of whom did a rushing lmsiness. f: The d.emand was insatiable, and fh~re sP!'IHf''l 
I' ~ to be no limit to the price the public •rnu1d pn_v. 
;i:: At about that time a silk importer who ha:l nl-
~· · ready made a large fortune, went to Japan and 

~:,, 

purchased $1,000,000 worth of hahitui silk. But 
by the time tlH• silk reaehed Am<'riea, the bot­
tom had droppt·d out of the inflated market; 
and his pnrelinses sold. for only half what he 
had paid for them. ']'he "}1olesale price of $18 
a pound for raw silk in .Japan in Ja11nary, 1920, 
wm; only $8 in .July, l 920; aud jolihers who a 
few months previous had been turning down 
orders were offering their stocks at retail at less 
than the wholesale price. It was nine months 
after the break before there was any consider­
alile res111nptio11 of activity in the silk-mills of 
the country, and even now busi11ess in this line 
is poor. Aml t11is is trne of all businesses. 

The Te.rtile Worker reports that American 
silk markets have been Hooded with poorly­
made silk, manufactun•d by the 1ievv companies 
that sprang up during the war. Such effici-ency 
has lwen achieved in the finishing of silk that 
fabrics which are less than half silk look so 
much like the real article that only a trained 
expert can tell the difference . 

Improvements in Silk-Making 

TlI1~ Chi11ese, who are among the cleverest 
1!H'rcl1ants of the world, have recently 

stren<:~:tlwned their hold upon the American and 
Fre11ch markets by s11ipping tliefr silk i11 a bet­
ter cornlition than heretofore. The silk has been 
r<'-n•<•l(•<1, mid many of the fine ends and weak 
S]l(>ts remnn~d, thus rendering it more adapt­
al>I(• for wPaving. American capitalists ap­
Jffove this innovation, lwc:rnse it does away 
"·ith a certain amount of hip;h-price<l American 
lalior, arn1 phw<>s tlw ·work where it ean he done 
h>· enpnlilP \rnrb·rs •d:o expect and receive but 
$10 11c•r month. fi~very American manufacturer 
who is striYing for cheaper and ever cheaper 
lahor is l1c>lping to drive tlw silk business and 
m.ni:v1s of other lmsirn~sses to the \\~all. People 
ihat get wages of $10 per month can buy rice 
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sufficient to keep alive, and little Pl:'('-<'(·dai 1il:; 
no silk. Good wages mc'an gornl lm.'"<•rs. <lood 
buyers mean good bnsiness, ·wiih prnsp<~rity in 
every direction; but poor ,,·ag(~S i1wan poor 
bm;iness. 

In Kew Orkm1s, Dr. Vartain K. O"iµ;ia11, an 
Arme11im1-At11eri<'all. \\"]10:-:c a11ccstors haY(' been 
in the silk busi11('ss for ~·(•\'Cl! cu1turi('s, lias de­
veloped a new typP of silkworn1 \\l1i<'1i is twice 
the size o[ t]1(' ordinar.'- silbn>rm and p-r1Hhw\'s 
1,800 yanh; of silk to tlH~ coeoon as eornparcd 
with 1,000 yards, the normal pro<1netio11. 

The new type of sillnrnnn is o)Jtaine<1 tl1rouµ:11 
the grafting of mulliurry !'l1oots on osag·<~-oranµ:(~ 
roots, producing a larg\•r, fl(':-;llicT leaf, of' gr<·a1-
er food value. By sp0<·ial 1 r('airnPnt of 111<' silk­
worm's food, Ur. Osiµ,-ia11 lias Sl!C('<·<•d(·d also in 
producing silk of Pight0cn' di ff Prvnt colors di­
rect from the cocoons, 11rns doing !1'.'.·ay \\·iU1 the 
interfore11ce cans0d h;- artificial d:-r·s. 

Dr. Osigian now lias the larg<>st silk farm in 
the world; arnl instc~a<l of one crop of silkworms 
a year as is Hw custom nhn>a<l, eight crops haYc 
been produced. \Vith pl<·nty of equipm«nt one 
person can care for aliont 100,000 silkworms. 

On Dr. Osigian's farm the sillnvorrns oC<'LlJl.'T 
three days in spinning their eoeoons. 'l1h(' \\·orm 
winds the fiber around aml around liillls<·lf in 
one continuous thread, at Hie rate of ahout a 
foot a minutP, from the outside in. The (•xpert 
silk-weaver, finding the end at whid1 tlw \\·orm 
began to weave, can unwind the entire cocoon. 

It is said that Luther Burhank l1as mmoun(·e<l 
a contract with 0. Imai, one of the world's larg·­
est raw-silk producPrs, to produce a m11lherr:;· 
bush more cmnpact than the one now in {::('f'11Pral 
use and more rapid in growth and heavier in 
foliage. 

Wonderful Artificial Silks 

THIG ehernists an: transforming- the world. 
Now tlw.v arr ('V('Jl jeal1ms or tlic· ~~ilb1 Ol'J:l, 

and cannot ld h1m nlone in the solemn task, 
whieh Jw does so well, of ·windinµ; for himsc~lf' 
such a beautiful, :-liimrnery, \Yatcr-ti,::;lit shrond. 
In fact, they arc making the sillnrnrm an PX­
crescencc on the bo(ly politic. 

'rhne am three principal methods of rnaki11.~ 
artificial Eilk, eaeh of which is a chemical 
achievement. The first is made from raw or 
waste cotton by \Vhat is called the Chardonnet 
process, and is called cellulose-nitrate silk. The 

:-:('<·ond is mnde from the same materials by the . 
n:-:(' of (·uproammoninm, and is called cuproam­
moniurn silk. · 

Tli<> tliinl is mn<fo diiPfly of spruce wood and 
i:-: <'a!kd Yic.eo:-:c silk. This is the most impor-,~~~.0 
1an1 :iml wid<·ly US!'<l artificial silk. :Many mil- ~~ 
lions 01· JHlll!lds of t11is kind of silk are turned •~ 
nut i11 the l 'nit0d ~tatf's yearly. It'has a great- 'i:'~ 
rr 1u"1 J'<' tli:rn r<'nl silk and is for that reason ~ 
S<'.J,:om '.1:-:ed a~ :i,n ndulte_rant for ~·eal silk. ~h~ :) 
rn1l<l nn1Hrc~ ol 111P chenueal react10ns to wluch ·;,,~ 
it l1:1s lH·<·11 suh.i('(·lc'<l eauses the fibre to be much·"'~j 
l<·o-;s disi11fr~Tnle<1 than in anv other artificial., '.~ 
silk prne<·ss'. Tlie c:nperior ln~tre is due to the -~ 
enrions f'liape of i.Jip cross-section of the fila- ·-~~ 
i111·111s. ~ 

Hosi«r.'· i:-; the prineipal knit-goods line in :·~~! 
:"l1i('.li artifil'ial silk lias been used; but it !is com~.·~_ .... ·" 
rnr~ rnio more general use for shawls, caps, ~ 
S\'.'<•:ders, knitted and woven neckties, braid'.s ·~h~-,. 
n rn 1 trimmings, embroideries, laces, imitation~ ~ 
f1 1 rs, tapestries, and imitation oriental silk- '~ 
rn>. Fifteen million pairs of "silk" stockings JI 
an· rnrn- made annually from wooden silk, and ~ 
many shirts sold to Ameri~an consun:ers are as "":1' 
tlwronµ:lil:-.r wooden as a kitchen chair. ·~it 

Tlie ~pnwe wood is r?duced to a pulp _which. ·i 
uwkt·:- 1t look nnd act like molasses. This mo--:~ 
lnsses-like pulp is strained through a fine .• ~ 
H'n'<'ll. the strings dropping into a solution ~:'i 
\\lli('h tr:rnc'l'orms them into yarn thread. This .~:~ 
y:irn inkc·s the dye readily, is as strong as any ·-1 
s i 1 Imo nn "ilk, arnl \Vea rs w0ll. At first it was ~>~ 
l1i.::.lil~- iriflrnnrnahk, hut the chemists have now.~ 
OY<·n·cn1l\· t1::s. Can-.::tic soda and cn1];nn disulfid .;;::t 
an· 1l1c· i>r>wipnl e1iernicals used in transform- ;J 
i11S!,· t11P ('c·llnl\)~,r· into silk. .. ~ 

' '""" T1H· :-..prnee \moil comes into the silk-plant :,;:;;] 
l1h1 "Ji."d, at aho11t ~~1;0 pc<r ton, and goes out as ·-·~ 
si.l!~ at tl'.~\ r:1te of :

1
dw1t1.t $8,000

1 
~lPk.rfton_. Tulhe ·-~~ 

y1 sc·osr' ,_: "~ is sn pp ;rn mg rea s1 · or ins a-_ '(i) 

t:n11 ;rnd l'or rn:;ki1:.~~ i11eai1dl::::eent mantles. Some·}:~ 
fiyp tlinll'':rnd ppr,.;mi;' in the l".'nifoc1 States are :ci 
1111\\' cq:·::i:'.·1«l in th<: viscosP-silk industry. The ;~~ 
cost oi' 11!'' prndnd is ahont half that of natural -·· 

;,,":I;: 

:--i1k. Tl1" iudn:"tr.'- 'X:1s brought to ~\merica from. "" 
TkL2!11m b)· t11r> Dn P011ts, and is located at one -­
of 1 he· \\'fir mnnition plants, at Hopewell, Va. -

.\ iww kind of pape>r fabric is being manufac. 
im<'<l i11 .T:111nn. It is a composition of silk and. 
pn1\n, ea1l1·d "paper silk." It looks like the best _ 
nwrec:rizcd cotton and is suitable for making 
blon:::es, sheetings, and dress materials. 



A Socialist Theocracy By 0. L. Rosenkrans, Jr. 

~ .., THE sporadic agitation of clergymen to revive selves respecting its adaptability to the current 
. Sunday observance on an extensive scale ap- requirements; for unless it really gives expres­
peals to the average man of today as sheer fu- sion to the latent yearnings of the majority of 
tility; for public sentiment is distinctly apatlH~t- latter-day people it is unlikely to make much 
ic concerning church-going. In fact, t1H·ology headway. 

·has been steadily losing ground for a genera- At a first glance the "renascent religion" 
tion, until in these post-\Yar times its disrepute would seem to embody ideas and aims in ac­
is not to be ignored. Such religious se11tinie11t con!aucc with those of Christian believers. It 
as still lingers in our world tends i11cn·<~.si11gly expects a kingdom of God, governed by an in-

• to favor what Herbert George ·wells entit l(•s the visible King, whom the author styles "God-as-
"religion of the new thought." Christ"; it predicts the end of the reign of self-

This "renascent religion" Mr. \Yells under- ishness, and foretells an ultimate "conquest of 
takes to explain in his Look "God the Im·i~:illle deaili." But Mr. ·wells is careful to disabuse our 
'King." It is, he magniloquently proclaims, the minds of the opinion that the promised invisible 
worship of the trne God, whm;c proselytes are kingLlom will be under the auspices of Christi­
dravm from every religious system extant, ev- m1ity. He frankly notifies us that he considers 
ery race and nation of man, and every w::llk in the Bihle a mass of antique nonsense, and that 
life. It is a religion without a founder, depend- his gocl is not its god. His god, whom he calls 
ing on no mysteries, no authority, no revelation, "God-as-Christ" or the Redeemer and more 
being the response of the sincere truth-seeker's often the "God of the Human Heart," he is 
heart to the "still, small voice within." Vlho- willing to recognize in Krishna, Buddha, or 
ever experiences this perception of the true God Quetzalcoatl, but not in the person of "the man 
is moved to consecrate his all to His service. As Jesus." Indeed, he refers to the "mistaken iden-
1nore and more people come to recognize His tification of the latter with the theological 
divine nature, the great majority will devote Christ," as if .Jesus were an imposture of the 
their lives to Him recognizing Him as the invis- Christ-hope long latent in the heart of man. 
ible King of all the earth, and all humanity will Again, he insists on assuming that the triune 
become His priesthood. His service means sub- God of ecclesiasticism is necessarily the God of 
ordination of personal ambitions to the public Christian belief, and that to repudiate the three­
weal. When His worship is established univer- in-one is equivalent to abjuring the Bible alto­
sally, all existing imperfect systems of govern- gether. Finally, he informs us that various he­
ment will have disappeared; there will remain retie al sects, such as the Paulicians, Albigenses, 
only one government and one system of society l\fanieheans, and sundry heathen religions like 
and a world-wide Socialist Theocracy. Zoroastrianism, regarded God the Father as the 

We know that Mr. Wells is both a Socialist evil principle against whom God the Son is per­
and a very brilliant thinker, and certainly in petually in rebellion in a vital struggle to de­
this instance his genius has unerringly detected liver mankind from the law of death. 
the great defect of Socialism - the need of a This latter view, which is certainly unscrip­
spiritual impulse to vitalize it. This l\ir. \Vells tural, peculiarly appeals to our author as the 
supplies by inspiring its adherents with relig- long hidden truth, the mysterious key to the 
ious zeal. Though Socialism has been termed phenomena of existence. Hence he proceeds to 
"properly a religion," such designation of it has elaborate his distinction between God-as-Na­
been a misnomer; for it is antagonistic to re- ture or the Creator, and God-as-Christ. The 
ligion. But couple religious fervor with the rev- former he describes as an inscrutable "veiled 
olutionary spirit which is pervading the earth, being," beyond the limits of human understand-

1
-~.'. __,--and the two become irresistible. l\Ir. ·wells is a ing, "enigma ti cal and incomprehensible," nei­

. keen observer of current tendencies, though not ther beneficent nor malignant, "knowing nothing 
-~· always a reliable prophet. In order to deter- of good or evil," "brooding eternally in a great 
~ ~ne what the pro?abiliti.es are of this Socialis- stillness." He sets in motion the laws of exis­
~· _ tic theocracy of his commg to pass, let us ex- tence and is sublimely indifferent concerning the 
rf:: amine a l~ttle into. the tenets of this ~'religion w01farP of his creatures. Rut not so God-the-1 of modermty'' he discourses on and sa!Jsf y our-

677 

Redeemer who is "our friend and brother and 

~:-. / 

ltlf.k~J,,· <,_ 
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the light of the >vorlc1," who "is thong-ht and 
steadfast will/' who "by our poor scnl(~s o [' mea­
surement" is "boundless love a11d lionudlcss 
generosity," \\ho "works in meµ arn1 through 
men," and has been called the "Lifo Force, the 
-Will to Live, the Btrnµgle for Existence, ::\io1 her 
Nature." rrlii.s is a finite ,c;od, not cn1mise.ient, 
but increasing in kno\vlcd;',t'. am! pcr[r·etio11 as 
humanity grows; a kind of p(•rsonifiHI sonl of 
the human race, tlie "Will to Be" against every 
adverse pressure of 11ature. 

This god is "aware of itself not as a >vhole 
but dispersedly as inclividnal self-consciousness, 
starting out dispersedly from every one of foe 
sentient creatures ii has called into being," to 
live >vith us and comfort our prayers, to die 
·with us individually, uwrging us into its con­
sciousness at tlie deaih-pang. Originally it \Yas 
an emanation from tl1e veiled bcillg- 1\·iih whom 
it is in perpetual conflict. The author supposes 
it to correspond ·with the Demiurge of tl1e Gnos­
tics; but obviously it is, in a sense, a plagiariz­
ing of the Christian thought regarding the Lo­
gos. It is, says W' ells, the "god whom men have 
sought and found in all ages as the ~r cssiah or 
Savior," as distinguished from the infinite Cre­
ator. The attempt to reconcile these two op­
posing conceptions he com;iders to underlie all 
the religious activity of the centuries precer1i11g 
the "violent crystallization of religions belief 
into the Nicene Creed." 

The writer suspects this "renascent religion" 
to be one of the most diabolically insidious per­
versions of truth that has ever been perpetra­
ted. It is as if Satan, realizing the growing 
restlessness of mankind under antique theolog­
ical restraints and formulrn and groping vague­
ly upward toward the light, cunningly resolves 
to divert and frustrate the efforts to1rnrd en­
lightenment by posing as the enlightener. Dis­
cerning the popular disillusionment respecting 
theology and its triune God, Satan now advanc­
es as the champion of the anti-Trinitarians, de­
nouncing with virtuous indignation his own pct 
system while impudently pretending the same 
to be the real Christianity. First he foisted this 
atrocity onto the Christian creed and then used 
it for an argument against the Bible, condemn­
ing the Holy Book because of the errors he him­
self introduced into it. So we are reminded of 
the "Hebrew-Christian God of Nic:X'a," which 
trails after it "1000 misconceptiom; and bad as-

socintions," who is vindictive, jealous, spiteful, . 
revc11geful, and yet 'vho rebukes these faults • ..--, 
This expommt of a new religion, presuming on~ 
a sympatlietic audience, proceeds, as it were, fo C 
cnt ca1wrs and finger the nose, alluding con~ 
tempt uously to the Christian deity as a "magic · 
god, Y('ry gr0at medicine in battle," ingeniously · 
rPpn·se111<·d by early missionaries as being so 
all-110werJ'ul i11at it was futile for any other god 
to atternpt to cope with Him. Doubtless the ,. 
idea of cl i \~iue omnipotence is distasteful to this 
world and its god! Faith in the divine inspira­
tion of Holy ·writ is sneered at as Bibliolatr)f, 
and we are informed how the "idea of textual 
inspiration presently swamped textual inter­
prdntion." 

Hut 1d1y concc'de disinlnested purity of mo-. 
tiws to th apostks arn1 deride the gospels they 
(·onq:osed? ·w11y slionld the apparent harshness 
of .J c·hovah lw censured while complacently lik­
ening- tlie "God of the Human Heart" to a gen­
eral 1dw rmflii1chi11g-ly sent his soldiers to tor­
ture and cl ea th? 'l'hc mercy of Jehovah make,s 
prnvision for a compensation for the victims 
wl10 serve as ex:nnples; the servants of Mr. 
\Yell's god perish unr<'qn1ted. Their devotion 
arnl sclf-sacrif!cc, wl1ile affording manifest en.: 
joyrncnt to this "God of Youth," receives no 
guerdon from him. 

Though the latter god is depicted as ''bound­
less love,'' the author scorns the implication of 
his l1eing humble or compas:".ionate. They of the 
new thought re1igion, he declares, cannot toler- -
ate a "pitiful God." "The accepted figure of .Je:O 
sus, instinct with meek submission," is not the 
tone of their 1vorship. Death is conquered, not _ -
by submission, but by fighting; so he would 
represent his god's image with one hand torn 
loose from the cross and eyes turned defiantly 
to the sky. Yet how paltry is such puny defi­
ance of fate, snch impotent rage at the irresisti­
ble, like that of any cornered rat, compared 
with the sublime self-abnegation of Jesus and 
His nnfnltering trust in the benign purpose of 
II is Father! -when we consider the career of 
the K azarene, unparalleled in human _annalst 

what p1~<'rile vaunting it seem~ to proclaim the .... -.•--.•·_~-.. -~.1,~ .. -.-.. :·_ 
modenust Redeemer "a rebel, like Prometheus." ";~ 

--~ According to the new religionists the Fathe_-r._- :---~~ 
·~ 

is Creator of both good and evil, and therefore - ·-
intrinsically incapable of discriminating be"'. 
t\yeen his two balancing forces in the law of 



AUGUST 2, 1922 The GOLDEN AGE 

nature in favor of one against the other. Cold 
and unmerciful, he formulates inexorable laws 
which must be disobeyed and broken for the 
salvation of humanity. He is not, like Jehovah, 
the everlastingly wise author of His own plan 
of salvation. So the Redeemer breaks the power 
of death, not by obedient submission, but by 
unfilial challenging o£ the source of all power. 
It is not Christ, but Lucifer. Such a being we 
may expect to find tolerant of moral turpitude, 
and so we are assured that he is. The God of 
Youth meets both good and evil with kindly 
sympathy; for his nature comprehends both 
good and evil. Evidently the author is obtuse 
to the merit of the ransom and the atonement, 
since he disdains any allusion to Adam's fall. 
If virtue exists in rebellion, disobedience could 
be no sin. So through the modernists w0 aehiPve 
a new viewpoint on the curse-a Satanic view­
point. 

Having now arrived at a wholly up-to-date 
conception of the Redeemer, the perplexed 
truth-seeker is fain to inquire what office he 
performs in individual human destiny. We are 
instructed that the finding of him is salvation; 
but salvation from what~ From personal death1 
Not at all. Immortality is excluded from the 
field of religious discussion; it is a "question 
for the psychologists." Inferentially, if Spirit­
ism arouses one, the same may be indulged in 

~:" .. as a harmless pastime; the foibles of a literary 
if' contemporary should not be chided unduly. 

I 
. After all, personal death is a matter of slight 

!.;···· consequence; and anxiety concerning the same 
impresses our author as egregious egotism, ex­

- citing his philosophic amazement. 

~·- Probably a person enjoying a fair measure 
~(. of health, worldly goods, fame, education, social 
~~- advantages. travel, contact with the prominent 
!.$~.;, ones of the world, might, out of the fullness of 
~ present comforts, regard the future with indif-
J'/ .. ference. But an altruistic solicitude concerning 
If~~: posterityd a~for~s scadnth compbensak!ion fofr the 
Ii-~ woes an mISeries an eart- rea mgs o this 
~· · life to the diseased slum-dweller whose habitat J · is a filthy back-tenement overlooking a fetid 
"'·' alley, and who subsists on polluted rubbish; or 

~--~:·-~.--. to the blind mendicant who mutely invites your 
~- charity. Nevertheless, we are exhorted to con-
Iii' · fine our aspirations toward a hereafter to the 

I
~.:.'~.- prospect of perpetual life for the species Homo, 

and to the progress in electrical inventions 
_._ 

i~~< 

which will sornetime enable mankind to arrest 
the cooling-off process of our planet, beneath a 
cooling sun. Evidently this book was written 
before scientists had decided that there is l;ltdi­
um enough in the earth to supply it with heat 
and power indefinitely. If, then, this new­
thought god cannot deliver us from personal 
death; if our prayers to him do not suffice to 
avert accident and misfortune; if morality is a 
question of expediency; in what consists this 
salvation that the finding of this god insures 1 
We are solemnly answered that it is "salvation 
from the purposelessness of life." .Bathos ! 
Some already have found the same in a steady 
job, home ties, business cares, political ambi­
tions, art or sports. Perhaps this god may save 
the bored roue from ennui, or the author from 
a dilemma. 

It is palpable that this redeemer and his sal­
vation are very different from those of the 
Scriptures. Our author admits as much, but 
nevertheless holds out an elusive hope to luke­
warm apostates that maybe, after all, the Sa­
vior of their faith was really this new-found 
deity, only never properly presented to them 
and understood by them before. He explains 
that "the new religion has but disentangled the 
idea of him from the absolutes and infinities 
and mysteries of Christian theologians; from 
mythological virgin births and the cosmogonies 
and intellectual pretentiousness of a vanished 
age"-in other words, has divorced him from 
the Bible. Instead of a harmonious divine plan 
we are offered the contradictory testimony of 
scientists, a haphazard universe, a scheme of 
existence devoid of the logical sequence of 
events. \Ve are forbidden to cherish the hope 
of a hereafter, or of compensation for present : 
woe. Personal sin is a bugbear. There is to be 
no righting of individual wrongs. Instead of 
this we are admonished to look for an Ultimate 
Good for remote posterity, accomplished by a 
personified human hope, who learns through the 
progress of human knowledge. There is substi­
tuted a temporal god preaching the gospel of 
Satan, teaching mankind to rely on itself to 
work out its 0'"11 destiny, including the even­
tual elimination of disease and death, presum­
ably through the progressive development of 
psychic powers. The author declares that the 
god of modernity stands alone, conceding noth­
ing to Cresar. This is mere empty bombast; for 
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Crnsar typifies the po-vvers-that-be, \\ 11 '.ii!·r re­
gal, bourgeois, or bolRhevik. He ('llY1~1ons a 
Socialist theocracy with all humanity c·on~eera­
kd to the service of his god, and, by i nJ'en·nce, 
all ,non-conformists rated as criminals against 
soeicty, amenable to prosecution and pnnish­
me11t, whereby the new government automat-

. ically becomes C:~sar; it is the Dragon mas­
querading in the Lamb's skin. 

It is obvious to all Bible Students that the 
god of the "religion of the new thought" is the 
god of this world, Satan. Aware of the dis­
ruptive tendencies of today, pointing toward 
the imminent collapse of present governments, 
he is prepari11g to desert his erstwhile proteges, 
and ally himself with the "h:astly" revolnt ion­
ary powers soon to be established, hoping to so 
organize and consolidate the same as to insure 
their perpetuity, thus prolonging his mvn do­
minion. In the example of Russia we are wit-

1wss to whn,t unbridled intolerance, fanaticis~ 
and ruthlessness Communism is responsible for. 
K\.tend the same throughout the world as a un~ 
vPnal Soeialil-lt Theocracy, and the power of 
Satnn would be measurably enhanced. It is 
written that in the last days he will have "all 
power"; and with the vast majority of mankind 
alllwgn ting their wills in consecration to his 
service, perhap.s this is what Satan plans to 
brillg about. Then would that \V"icked be indeed 
revealed. 

But his triumph will be evanescent, and a pre­
lude merely to his complete overthrow; for th~ 
true Lord of lords is soon to set up His domin­
ion in the earth, and nothing can withstand His .--_ 
rni.~dit, backed as it is by the 1vliole power of the -
universe. Satai1's kingdom 1vill crumble into 
dust, <fo~appearing forever, and with it every 
Utopiau dream of a Socialist Theocracy. 

Establishing Prices on Cost and Relative Value By A. 11. Kent 

I N ALMOST every farm, labor, and livestock 
paper there are suggestions and plans for 

correcting our present 8ocial difficultie:'l. 'rhese 
ideas differ so materially tliat it is evident that 
some have looked only at one feature of Hie 
trouble, and that few liave gone to tlie root of 
the matter. Under our form of government, to 
correct an evil that is nation-wide it i:;:; neces­
sary first to locate the cause, tlten to r1evise a 
remedy that is at once plain and pradi<'al and, 
like all truth, easy to understand. Tl1e11 the plan 
must he submitted to the people; and at lem;t a 
majority must favor it, in order to get results. 

The voice of the people, however, is scarcely 
audible. Their representatives seldom know 
what their wishes are because most of the ques­
tions come up after election. On the other hand, 
the opposing interests of big business are care­
fully looked after from day to day by the 
.shrewdc~st la-vvyers. 'rhis is why a vc·ry small 
minority get what they want, and wby a very 
lnrp_e rnnjority turn it all over to them. Few 
(a small minority) will deny that our tronl>le 
is rhw to the ease witb which large fortmH~s are 
aN111ired, to their wrong nse in controlling liv­
irn!,' prir.·0s, speeu1ation, profiteering, and Hie dis­
plac(~rnent of labor by machinery. 

Price fluctuation alone is responsible for 

speculation. Unequal prices, though perma­
nent, would admit of profiteering. It is evident 
that if prices were stable and equal, it would 
lx~ irnpossihle to speculate or to profiteer. So 
to correct these evils it is necessary to establish 
prie<'f' on a just ba;o;is. But before we can ~ 
tahlish prices, we must determine our profit; 
for if we l>Plieve in the right to unlimited profit, 
then with fai mess to all we should repeal the 
i11terest-rate laws and stop trying to regulat.e .. 
profits. 

U \n~ recognize the right to limited profit, 
then it becomes our duty to define and establish 
illat limit and to make it possible for all to get 
t11eir profit. But if we recognize the fact that 

. ,;.}"l 
alt iirofit a hove a wage or labor cost must neces- .. ·:'..·'.·.~.:. 
sarily come out of the wage of some one else, ~ 
then we lHH'e found the underlying principle of ~:ti 
~~~)i1~lde~~;~~~~ "If any would not work, neither ~-~.~.·.~·~··.~.-.~.·.'. 

Let a 1mrn receive according to the service -·~ 
';;ell 

\Yhich lie rcnch•rs in production and distribu- .f\ 
tio~1, ancl 1'.ot according to his_a~)ility to bargain; :.::.~.· 
Pnce-rnakrng through hargmpmg h::.s always _;,:;~ 
lw.cn disgn~.ti11g. It breeds lying, dereit, and in:.:---.:~ 
tn,,.ue. . '",, 

Ba1·gaining implies one of two things; either , :n 
the inability to name a right priee, or a desire t• ~''t~I 

.. ·\~~ 
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.- take advantage of another. T1r<:l best end of a 
bargain g'l~nerally goes to the 011e in the strong­

.. est position. It has been used becaust~ \Ye haw~ 
never im;talle<l a system for fixing pri<'<'S per­
manently, and not because it is popn1ar. Our 
standards have always been ePtah1ished citl11•r 
by long use or h.'· law. \re e:m n«V('l' lw H~ a 
standard wage until \VC estalili:•l1 ii h.v l;rn-: and 
w_e can rwver have a s1a]](lard pri\·(· for a prnd­
uct that will be fair u11til we lia\·p r·~:tahfo:h(·d 
labor, which is the hasic element of t•llr Pocial 
intercourse. 

WAGES FOR SElffT<'E 

The first dniy of orgm1i;1,Pd so«;<-1y i11 <~stah­
Iishing the earth is to install a S.\'1-'t"Jll Ji:- \\ 11i('h 
each individual will n·ccivc ol' the pr<;dnds of 

,, living acC'ording to tlie f'<'ITiePs n·r·d"red in 
their production and distri1mtiqn. 'i kn• is 110 

way by which this can be done po :-:illlply and 
, equitably as b.'- tlw wage arn1 lalior C'ost for 
· --product, a sfondard wagt) for Pach oc(·upntion 
?~ according to skill, de., to he made the sole Pam­
. ing power of all. 'l'h•11 -::c have lnid tlw fo1111-

da.tion on which to lrnild the super:-:! rndure of 
stabiljzed living. 

Product should be prieccl on what it cof'tt: in 
labor to produce, plus distri1rntion eo:::t, cxc<'pt 

· .. where there arc two or more articles of a class 
that vary in labor contcntP. A elass ·would con­
tain all articles that would substitute for one 
another. Below is a l1i11t of limY prodnd:~ C'oulcl 

'be. priced on their b lior eoutents all cl vahw 
units. Articles of foo<l contain varyi11.~ arnonnts 
of nutrition units, or food valn". Coal:-: and oils 

·. · contain varying amounts of lwat and 11ower 
units. Textures co11tain v:uyinp; arnn1111ts of 

. wearing service arnl lwat-i11snlnti11p; valne; and 
~ so with all classes of pro<lnct. 

All these units of valnc an•, or shnuld he, 
properly defined and classed. La11or accounting 
per value unit would show the relative cost at 
which each article of a class could lw prn<lueed. 
Then by taking the low-1;Tade arti<·l<' of a eluss 
as a labor-cost or 11aRe-price articlt>. a11tl divid-

·. ·. ing its labor co11te11h< hy its vn1nc: 1111its, wonlcl 
give a base price for value unit for nil adiel<'S 
of that claRs. The prit'c· of e:wh f1n)el(' ,, onld 
then represe11t jts true Y;tlne n'' <·1111rnan·d to 
&ny other article of the same chF'. \rl1<·n· tliP 
selling-price thus estabfoJ1ed exf'ceded tl1e labor 

= eost, the product would show an exeess vahw. 
·This value should be used in lO\vering <1istrihn­

tion cost, so that all would receive their share 

of t11e excess ... Wherever prncti<'al, the labor 
e0Hte11ts and value units should be stamped on 
1110 product. This would be a government guar­
:rnt<'P o[ tlkir value, and would forever do away 
widt th0 sale of worthless goods at a high price. 
TIH· food mia1.\·sis 011 each package would be in­
v;iluahlc to the hou:::cwife in serving a bala11ced 
ratio11. 

Bn'. th· <'X:td rndliod of fixing prices is not 
so i1J1porta11t ns that tlw.'- be so establil-'li('.d that 
11H· pri(·(' of products rcpr<>sents their relative 
valnes and he Jiip:h enough to meet the standard 
1n1gc of their prodneers, and that any surplus 
be ns011 to lower g<·w·ral Pxpe11se. The same act 
o [ es ta l1J i shill.~ 1 lil' prieP of labor and product 
gin·s l!IOJH'Y a sta11danl lmying-value and fixes 
the relntivit>- of l<ilior, mmwy, and product be­
yond contro\'<'.rsy. This system gives every one 
tli(~ sarnn chanr~<'. to earn, \Ylwilwr he has or has 
11ot m011<·:· or proped.'· to dnrt with; and when 
his S(:n-i<·f· stops, liis in<·ot!W stops. It takes 
priec-fixing nut of tlw hands of a few whose 
interest it is to priee initial product as low as 
possillle and finil-'1H•(1 product the opposite, ap­
propriating the diffnPnce to themselves for the 
service thus rnndere<1. Fixing prices perma­
nently on the start, as against Rix months or a 
year at a time~ bas the advantage of settling 
the whole hnsiness at one time and of taking 
it ont of politics. not leaving it with a comrnis­
si011 io unsPttle affairs by changing prices when 
there is no need. 

U:::n:ny Al'iD INCIU~ASE 

It is evident that not all C'an live on usury 
awl ill crease; for if each had sufficient, money 
or property 1\·onltl have no enrning power, and 
to produce n Ji,-ing would n•qnire the same la­
hor as now. So, we see, usury and increase are 
rnnc1e possible by the unequal division of wen.Ith; 
arnl the more mH:qual wealth becomes, the larg­
(•r incrcf1sc it commands nntil finally, if left to 
takes its C'01Hs0, nll wen.1th eenters in the hands 
of a few. T1i0 e:1rnings of money and property 
arP paid hy the producer out of his earning·s 
or arc 11nss(•r1 011 with the product to be paid by 
the nltimak consumer, alld detract that much 
fro1n th<· lmying power of all. It requires only a 
cm ta in amount of product to feed and clothe the 
people pro1wrly. 1'he earnings of labor in its 
production m1d distribution should be sufficient 
to buy the total product. But if usury and in-
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fering has resulted from the people's efforts to r_--_-.:: __ :_-_:"·~-t~_; __ ----=-~-~-.-::"--_ 

free themselves from such forced servility, -,,:_c: 
crea~e draw from ten to fifty percent of these 
earnings, the balance is insufficient to buy the 
whole product, causing not only under-consump­
tion. but under~employment, until the balance 
is used. 

The owners of wealth acquire these earnings; 
but not being able to consume the product it 
represents, they leave it on the market with no 
corresponding wage to buy it. Had the money 
gaine<;l by usury and increase not been invested 
from time to time in buildings and improve-' 
ments, giving labor a second chance to buy the 
product which the workers produced in earning 
the first wage, they would have starved under 
this system long ago. 

So usury and increase without any labor ex­
pended takes enough from the wage of the pro­
ducer and laborer to build all improvements 
and to lay by large fortunes of money besides 
in the right of those who practise it. We see 
that the principle is wrong. Labor does the pro­
ducing, distributing, building, and improving, 
and in the end has nothing, but must pay a fur­
ther tribute for the use of any of these improve­
ments. Labor does all this work to get less than 
three-fourths of what they produce iJl living. 
This is done by working more than twice the 
hours it would take to produce and distribute 
their living. Such is the curse of usury and 
increase. - A contract to pay usury or increase 
should be made as illegal as a contract to give 
or sell oneself or family into slavery of any 
other kind. 

FORTUNES ARE PUBLIC LIABILITIES 

Each fortune built up is a claim against so­
ciety in general for its amount, and under our 
present system also for what it will earn. Some­
one must produce the goods and render the ser­
vice it will buy before it is reclaimed. The peo­
ple should know how these fortunes are being 
acquired-whether we are getting something of 
lasting value for this money, and whether this 
value is in the right of the people or still in 
private hands; whether the responsibility of 
these fortunes is being intelligently and will­
ingly assumed by the people or being forced on 
them by the owners' getting their money with­
out service rendered. 

The time to regulate these things is before 
the responsibility gets too heavy. One revolu­
tion after another with untold misery and suf-

when a little forethought and regulation on the .~ 
part of the ruling ones would have averted it -~ 
and ·would have been of value to all. Under our . i:~ 
form of government revolution or mob violence _ ':::;:~ 
can be of no value in correcting evils; for there .... 
is no right to equality but that is already vested ~~ 
~~cf~~ f~~c~~~f~.;~e~iti~:~s~tisa~~:;afs ~~ e;~ ;~~ 
value unless it is used collectively. Definite, :~{~ 

concurrent action is necessary to get results. -----~:-_._-_ .• _:.~.~--.... ~_:_"_­
Some factors that have to some extent count- ----­

eracted the effect of the earning power of money, c • .c-j 
property, and privately-owned machinery by -~----~_:j 
giving to labor further opportunity to earn the ~ 
necessities of life, by increasing their hours of 
toil, and have produced what in the past we _ 
called prosperity, were cheap land; a good for- _ 
eign market for surplus product; the vast de- . 
posit of mineral wealth requiring labor for its 
development; the great demand for machinery 
of every kind, replacing the old with new and 
later improved; the steady rise in the value of 
land and other property, producing a large un­
earned increment that could be either cashed 
or used as collateral. In fact, the exceeding de- '· 
velopment of the country has made it possible 
for people to live without lowering the stand­
ard to the same extent that would have been 
necessary in an older and more developed coun­
try, as ours has become. 

LABOR-SAVING MACHINERY 

·-:'>' 

Much injustice and suffering have been caused 
by our law-makers foiling to notice the tendency 
of labor-saving machinery and to legislate. to 

~~J~~;liE~f l~:H~JI~!~i~i~~£IS .•. ~~-•.f.1_:.: __ ._• 

and the wage remain the same, or one-third of -_~; 
the laborers will be crowded out of employment <;'ti 
onto the bargain counter, under our practice of --~ 
bargaining for wage. - '---- -~--~~ 

For every dollar's worth of product produced - -,~ 
and distributed, a corresponding dollar should:-., '~~ 
be earned in wage to consume it. If the factory­
man does one hundred men's work with the ma­
chinery he owns, and consumes but one man's 
share of the product it leaves ninety-nine men's 
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' $are on the market and ninety-nine men with­
_. out means to buy. This is the condition we have 

today, under-consumption. If the machinery 
were owned collectively, the hours could be 
shortened, the vvages remain the same, and con­
sumption become normal. 

We have never received much benefit from 
machinery in the shortening of the hours of 
labor or in the cheapening of production. One 
reason is that our patent laws have made it pos-

. sible for private interests to get pay for about 
_ -all it saved on labor. In place of a patent, a 

-~-.- small :ooyalty or the purchase of the invention 
outright by the govermneut for the peo1ih~ 1rn11ld 

' : have been a great advantage over our present 
-:-patent monopoly. The custom of one man with 

machinery earning the wage of thou:-:am1s is 
just as bad as the speculator beating them ont 
of their wage in the high cost of living, or as 
the gambler "'-ith his cards on pay-day. Each 
operation has the same effect on the man and 

· . his family. 
': , As the yields of grains and fruits increased, 

and as labor and machinery hccame more effi­
cient, the hours could be still further shortened, 
always leaving the wage and the product-price 

- the same, because they represent living; and 
once established, the relativity of labor, money, 
and product should never be disturbed. \Ve have 
been trying for one hundred and forty-five 
years to make the supply of both labor and 
product equal the demand closely enough to 

0, :_ stablize prices. This should prove that it jnst 
. cannot be done. But with standard prices we 

can regulate the supply of product to from one 
to two years ahead of the consumption, so that 
if we, like Russia, should miss a crop there 

. w-0uld still be plenty. Then our prices could no 
longer be compared to a pendulum, first butted 
by a Bull and then slapped back by a Bear. 

ESTABLISHING A WAGE 

J_Jiving is all-important. \Ve have seen that 
labor is the basic factor in all its requirement. 
Man's province is to assist nature in its pro­

.·~ duction and to gather, combine, !'!tore, and dis-
tribute its various products. In cooperative liv­
ing the first principle is that each individual 
Jms equal opportunity to participate in its mak­
- ing and benefits. gqual work and equal pay for 
all will inerease consumption to the limit, and 
production to ample needs; and this principle is 

·not difficult to put into operation. 

\Vheu six thousand and forty-nine years ago 
Jehovah said to Adam: "In the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread," He established labor 
as a base for living. So to this day man's labor 
is the lmsic element or controlling factor on 
which to build our social structure, and should 
have first consideration. 

A few generations ago the home was self. 
providing, or product could be traded for prod­
uct. l\1oncy was of small consequence, except in 
traveling. But with the advent of labor-saving 
mad1im~ry capitalized industry started in the 
prndnction of living. The owner of each enter­
prise a::;::;umed responsibility of the product as 
it passed from one to the other in the process 
of manufacture, paying a wage to those who 
lal1ored in its production. As the selling-price 
was uncertain, the wage was kept as low as pos­
si lile in order to meet competition. As long as 
prncluct sold close to labor cost, it made little 
di f'ference at what figure labor was priced. If a 
do I lar wage bought nearly 100 percent of the 
product pro<1neell in a day, it was of the same 
vulnc as a four-dollar wag·e that bought the 
i'!amc percent of product. But when the indus­
trif's began to combine and control prices of 
both labor and product, widening the gap be­
tween labor cost and the price of finished goods, 
lalJOr organized to demand a wage that repre­
sented a larger percent of the goods which the 
vvorkers prodnced. Some particularly well­
trained bodies of men have received better 
wages and conditions for a time; but when the 
rank and file succeeded in raising their wage, 
it was quickly met by the higher cost of living. 
So th0 farmer and the laborer are learning that 
money is worth only what it will buy. 

In deciding on a standard wage there are two 
factors to be considered: the level on which our 
debts and savings were contracted and earned, 
and the wage basis of the nations with whom 
we trade most. Ot~1crwise it wonld make no dif­
frr011C'e. The plan is, first to establish the wage 
to protect us as producers and laborers, and 
then to establish the price of finished product 
to protect onr interests as consumers. What 
could be more simple, more just, more practical 
and 0asy to pnt into operation 1 It leaves no 
place for the speculator, profiteer, usurer, an<l 
taker of increase. Under this plan private en­
terprise, normally, would show no profit to -its 
owner. He should be insured against risk, and 
his property against depreciation. Compensa-
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tion for his service should be so arranged that 
his interest would be to shorten by efficiency 
still further the hours of labor. This might be 
accomplished by his receiving, in addition to his 
standard wage, a percent of the employes' 
wages for a stipulated time, for any improve­
ment that would further lighten or shorten their 
hours of labor. 

RAILROADS RUN FOR SERVICE 

An enterprise like our railroads, that effects 
the well-being of every citizen, should not be 
run for profit, much less be made the stake in 
a great gamble. The least the Government 
should do with this unruly white elephant is to 
deflate it. A new valuation based on labor cost 
of construction less depreciation, represented 
by a new stock uniform for all roads to be used 
in paying the debts and redeeming the old stock 
pro rata, completely submerging them under one 
head, would put the roads where they could be 
dealt with intelligently. There are scores of 
other big speculative valuations that should be 
dealt with in the same way. 

There is no question but that deflation is the 
best possible remedy; but not the kind that in­
flates money value (which should be only the 
representative of true value) and thus lowers 
the price of all true values. Apply the measur­
ing scale of labor cost to all values, and estab­
lish them there. All unearned increment repre­
sents inflation (except, as seen above, where the 
value units exceeded the labor contents, and 
then the profit should go to all, by lowering the 
taxes). There is nothing back of it but air­
hot air, mostly; and when these fictitious values 
earn, or are exchanged for, legal tender, a mor­
al crime is committed against all consumers, 
who pay the earnings in higher living cost, and 
against the bubble-holders, when the bubbles 
burst-. · 

It should be evident that any method which 
would stablize prices would have the same ef­
fect as fixing them by law. It would establish 
the buying power of money. 

Possibly a minimum wage for common labor, 
and a maximum wage for skilled labor, would 
give labor a better chance to adjust itself at all 
times to the work in hand. But we would say, 
A standard wage for each class of work that 
gives an unchanging base for product prices. 
The producer and the distributor cooperate in 

the matter of living. They should not expect, · .f. 
their combined earnings to be more than the 
value placed on their gross product at destina~ . " 
tion,. or be sati~fie~ wi~h less. Labor cost of pro...::'~_ .. ·!~ 
duchon plus distributive cost measures the de- . >~~: 
livered product by the wage. If the wage was -"~fj 
three l1ollars, it would buy the product which · ··L~ 
a three-(!ollar man could produce and distribute· • ~';~ 
in a day. ff it was six dollars for the same class ·?:~ 
of labor, it would buy no more. But the wage · :;.t~: 
once establi,.11ed should never be changed; for it -~~~~ 

' «"'i:.~ 

would disturL the relation between product and "i?"l 
stored wealth, nnd also between prod1'2.ct and ···~~ 

debt. .'.<~ 

re!~t"t~cc~~;c;~l~;;;~;;~;~;:in ~~:~ ~~( · ''I 
it may do so, the relative exchange value of ··1 
!'.~~d~:~ ~s~:t~:~~~c ~~~~=; ~:!e:'!:i~=~~ . ~I 
either labor or product until that r~lation is in .·Ag 
some way defined. Labor has a relation to pr.od- .. :;;~ 
uct; i.e., each article has a certain lab~r reqmre- · .· \·;:·iil 
ment. Price labor and t~e earned mc~ement, '~~ 
labor cost, can be determrned. Value is what . <~ 
a thing is worth for use or service, regardless :~~"' 

-~ of price or labor cost. · J;-~ 
'\Ve find these values from nature's store- ··~fj 

house in different stages of development and ·./ .. ·,·~.'.~ 
with different labor requirements. To mak.e J; 
some ready for use the labor cost equals or ex, :;f 
cecds their value, because other articles with -....,,:"~ 
lower labor cost will substitute; ":hile .others are · ..•. ~~ 
almost or ~uite read! for use. w.ith httle or no · ~~ 
labor rcqmred. 'rheir value umts are largely -~;'.;jij 
in excess of their labor .cost-unearned .incre- · . .J: 
mcnt. '\Ve select the arh~le of ~ class h1gh~st ' .:.·~.f~ 
in labor cost as a base-price article; otherwise ~ 
some products would show a loss. The cost- ·,t~ 
price article would be given the same price as ·,:;,.~ 
the labor that produced and distribute~ it. Di- . ~-~ 
vide the cost price by the number of its value .. ·~ii 
units, and we have a price per value unit for all ff'~ 
units contained in that class of articles. ·:·.~~] 

"'~ 
So the wage, or labor cost, becomes the meas- ~~'~ 

ure of money value. The labor cost is the earn- -:~,,~ 

ed increment fo~ whic~ the laborer receives his .. :ia 
wages. The sellmg-price represents both t1!e .. -:•· 
earned and the unearned increment, or its true 
money value as compared to other articles o.f 
the same class. The excess-value units, or un­
earned increment, should still belong to the peo- -
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. pie collectively, and the proceeds be used in dis­
tribution cost or general expense. This virtu­
ally divides the excess value among all con­
sumers by cheapening distribution cost, or tax. 

Establish the relation between money and 
labor as we have other standards, and we can 
measure the money value of any class of arti­
cles whose value units have been defined. Es­
tablishing the yard measured nothing; it must 
be applied. So with the wage-each article of 
a class must be separately measured by its ]a­
.bor expense, and priced at its relative value. 
Value should be determined by analysis, inspec­
tion, and actual tests, and not hy s11r1rd~-. de­
mand, or labor cost. 

END OF SUPPLY-AND-DEMAND l'nlCE 

Supply has no relation to value>, but to vol­
ume; and it should not function in price-mak­
ing, but should be regulated by the Jnlior hours 
per day, so that all who choose may earn. De­
mand will always to an extent govern the kind, 

· appearance, quality, ~md amount of goods to ™' 
produced. But why U10ir value? 

Price is the connecting-link in the exchang(~ 
of products. Correctly define the money value of 
each product, and their exchange is eqnitahle. 

The honrs of labor per day shonJcl he so lim­
ited that all who need may have a sliare in pro­
duction. If puhl!e irnprovemf·nts rer:nire a cl~r­
tainpercent of bhor, the hnnrs ~:11onld lwl«11p:th-

. ened to that exknt, in ordl'r tliat all may hl'ar 
their share, in bhor~ of tl1 1 ~ PXfW!lS(~ and not 
diminish the output of produet. Private im­
provement is an inrlivi<hial rnattPr that Pal'h 
should re f,'111 ate accord iii g to 11 is s::i vi nc;s and 
his needs. 
· Money value, or price, is .~6vrm for the pur­
pose of exchani::-e. It is rwitlHT m•e0ssary nor 
desirable that pricP follov,· th<' extr<~nws of 
scarcity and alrnndanee or rPpresent i.1rn v:i.lm• 
that things might have nndn varying e011rli­
tions. But it is imperative to just dealin.g tliat 
·the price of all thin.g;s reprl';;.;ent t1:0ir <·xrwns<~ 
plus excess value. If a day's lalior always pro­
duced or made ready the ;.;nme prndud val1v., 
the labor expense vrnukl eqnal the sellin«~·-price; 

"or again, if the. expense of t•ach arti(•lt) \Vas in 
the same proportion to the value, price could 
represent both cost and value. 

Our system of cooperative living should ex­
elude all products in which we specialize or pro-

duce colkctively. All articks that are exchang­
ed, or wlit~re money functions, are of collective 
intcre;.;t, H]}(l should be govL1n1ed by coi)perative 
law nntil tlwy reaeh tlif~ hand of the ultimate 
consunH·r. Then tliey 1weonw private property. 
The morn):: received for 1a1ior in tlwir produc­
tiou, 11rnm1 l"aetun,~, a11d distribution represPnts 
tbe share of ('Xp< 1 11sc ea<'h has borne of the de­
livered proclud. Any ehange in the amount of 
tk:.t shan' by ehanging prices is an injustice to 
so111l' om', genc·rnlly to all interests save one. 

Onr m011ey hears the Government stamp, and 
shonld be nn<lcr its control. So Rhonld be the 
pri.::l' of 1l1c product \d1ich it represents. If any 
prefrr to grow his own prodnct, and to manu­
fodure l1i;.; own living supplies, he has that 
right. Dnt those who join in co(iperative living 
Fhonld cornc• in on equal terms and nnder just 
regub1 ions. Things of public interest should 
n1't he: gon•nwd by private intPrcsts, called cap­
italism: nor ::;honld private interests he govern­
ed coll<•divel:-,, called communism. Puhlic in­
krests should bP governed collectively, and pri­
vate interests individually. \Ve eoopPrate in 
pro<lnction, manufacture, sall', am] d 1 ~ ih11tion 
of surplus only. 

l\IO~EY O.F STABLE VALUE 

A ml'dimn of exchang<~ should he cc1irn~d of 
a prnduet of stable value or secured h:-· one to 
lH~ ddin~rul on c1elllarnl. It is a certif:.eate of 
valw· to 1w held "·hik' t11c: v;ilne is t8rn11orarily 
i11 othl'r J1:rnds. It ~:11onld be! so plentiful that 
"·l1<,<~'1'0r «hoc:c cou1r1 honnl his part nntil he 
\Yi :'lH·d to 11se it, \Yi t hont interfering- w! th gl'n­
c rn I hu:-:i tl<':•s. Ii should 11ot he overworkPd by 
heii:g mai\p a medium, a base for a nwflinm, 
g;1d an ean1;i1~· power at the same tim0, but 
slwnld h· lirnitPd to its own function. It is of 
p-r>nnal 11 <l' :rnd :-:l:onld lw umfor nw ('0111 rnl of 
tl1(• Govn11nJ:)11t ;1t all tirnr::~, c:xcr•pt Y•lH·u pass­
<·d ont t('t:1p(\rnrily in <'xel1a11ge for product or 
ollwr valw·~; .. \ hasr' for currency should he so 
rcgulakd tl:;1t 110 pri-:~11P i11h•r0st could hoard 
it or pnt it into t11cir pocb't and 1Yall~ off with it. 

Coin having intri11:,ic value is more suitable 
for int<'rnationn] trade WhPre eoopcrative re­
JaL011;.; ]1avc 11cver bc)cn established. Gold and 
sih-<'r Jinn: long hc·en nsl'<1 as money; and if 
111(':• Y»<Tf' more lllcntifnl arn1 their buying value 
<'~'1:1hlisJwd, they woulrl sf'rvc all iwc<ls. But 
t1J..,\· are in no way ncensE,ary to prosperity in 
national affairs. 
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For a national medium a currency with sta­
bilized product as a base would be ideal. As we 
have seen, to be safe, however, we should have 
at foast one to two years' supply of product in 
store. It must be held until needed. Our pres­
ent method of leaving it in the hands of specu­
lators has proven expensive aml uncertain of 
results. This prodnet is for general use. ·what 
would he more fitting than for the gm1eral Gov­
ernment to hold thi8 surplus at general expense, 
passing out correct certificates in receipt, to be 
used as legal tender in payment of all bills and 
retired when the produet was sold? This base 
could not be hoarded or exported ·without Gov­
ernment sanction. 

Real estate and other permanent values 
should be so stabilized in pril·e, provision being 
made for their upkeep, that if necessary any 
part of their value "could be sold as stock at 
par, holding it for a stipulated time when either 
it could be redeemed or the balmice purchased 
and disposed of, closing the transaction. No one 
need be to any expense except the actual labor; 
and no one need take any risk if the value is 
properly fixed. The ahility to put vahws in 
liquid form temporarily, and without expense, 
would be a boon in times of misfortune, and 
depends largely on the stability of prices. A 
circulating medium is secured by the nation's 
wealth. Why should the owners of this wealth, 
its real estate and other fixed values, furnish 
the security and pay for the use of the paper 
they secure1 It is simply private interests using 
public credit for their gain at others' expense. 

Why should we try to represent all true val­
ues with one or two very limited products, as 
gold and silver, and these owned and controlled 
to a very large extent by private interests 1 An 
impossibility. \Ye supplement bonds, notes, and 
every conceivable kind of interest-bearing pa­
per that only increase the cost of living. Inter­
est is always an expense. It increases the hours 
of labor, which is a waste of energy, and on 
the other side builds up large fortunes which, 
nnless tegulated, are a menace to society. 'I'hey 
are seldom productive of good to the extent that 
they are of evil. They work hardship while in 
the making, which ends only when they are 
spent. Inheritance taxes, disinheritance and 
other retroactive laws would correct only one­
half of the evil. Their prevention is economy. 

Our system of placing money in circulation 

is expensive, and leaves it in the control of pri-. 
vate institutions with full power to inflate, de­
flate, or discriminate at will. As security the 
Government accepts its own interest-bearing 
bonds, giving in return bank notes to be loaned. 
By the time the money goes into circulation, it 
and the bonds are drawing from ten to twelve 
percent per annum from the public earnings. 
Think of the vast expense that could be saved 
by paying our money into circulation direct for 
expenses, and in the purchase of surplus prod­
uct, saying nothing of the other benefits. Of 
course, this cannot be successfully done until 
the relation between money and product is 
rightly defined, and established. 

The ignoring of the above principles has 
landed us in debt to the (estimated) amount of 
fifty billions of dollars on oue side, and placed 
a large amount of these securities, together 
with hoards of money, real estate, and other 
values in the hands of comparatively few. ·when 
shall we correct our policies¥ 

FOREIGN TRADE 

Under proper conditions more foreign trade 
than an equal exchange of values would be no 
help to prosperity, either at home or abroad, 
but a hindrance. True prosperity lies in our 
ability to live well with the least po8sible effort. 
Producing product for export requires labor 
that could well be used in improvements. It is 
an extra burden 011 ourselves, and deprives the 
foreign laborer of his opportunity to earn. It 
is only our lack of economy in the management 
and control of things of collective interest that 
makes it necessary to produce twiee in order 
that we may consume once. 

The Grc>at Creator of all values has filled His 
storc>liousc, and giYcn it to the ehilclren of men. 
With thanks vve sl1ould accept these as we find 
them. The chief concern of each should be to 
bear jn labor his share of the expense of mod­
ern living and to n·eeive but hiH share of boun­
ties. In foPir social relations mankind will al~ 
ways he guided hy Jaws as prineiples of right­
eous110ss; and a8 tlwy become perfected, the 
more elP:1rlv will tl10se rules of conduct and 
dealint; hP 1;rnlt•rstoo(1, until when the final con­
sumnutfrm is rcn<'hed at the end of the Golden 
Age God's lcnrn f'.li;1ll have heen r0eorded in the 
hearts and minds of alt who vvill accept life on 
the only terms (perfect obedience to those laws) 
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that would make it a blessing. This is guaran­
teed by the unconditional promise of a new 
covenant to that effect, soon to be made with 
the house of Israel. 

Surely the Judge of all the earth is grarluall~ 
revealing the truth on all suhjects. Ea<'.11 truth, 
as it is properly connr:ctcd, lwcomes a link in 
the "great chain" of truth that when compl0fo 
will bind "the dragon, that old seqwnt, which 
is the devil and Satan." No error, however 
strong, will stand; and no truth, however slight, 

will give way to him. vVith this in view we de­
sire all honest criticism of the foregoing to the 
intent that truth may prevail; for the ignorance 
mo:-:t franght with evil is that of deception, to 
know al\Tong. \Yhile we believe the foregoing 
truths to be t11e very essence of economic law, 
we wonH claim no originnlity of idens, save 
possibly in their combination. For the most 
part thP)' }rnve 11een voiced from time to time, 
no record of which we h'lve at hand. "\Ve repeat 
them only in the interest of truth. 

Striking at the Roots A Dictionary Probe by Joseph Greig 

THE story goes that after Henry \Varel 
Beecher had delivered himself of an elorincnt 

address one Sunday, ~Iark Twain appronC'hed 
Mr. Beecher congratulatorily, and exclainwd: 

"I have a book home, Doctor, that contains 
every word of that sermon in it!" 

"It can't be," returned tho pulpiteer. "It took 
me weeks to get that up!" 

"I can't help that, Mr. Beecher; hut I still 
have a hook home that has every word of it in," 
reiterated the famous American author. 

"Pray, Mr. Clemens, ·what is the name of that 
book?" inquired the Brooklynite. 

"\Vhy, it's the dictionary," laughed the Yan­
kee wit. 

Indeed, we might add that this first hook of 
language is a veritable storehouse of jnforrna­
tion that will astonish every student who scru­
tinizes its pages to the roots. For instance, cns­
t-0ms and usages that are hoary with age and 
long accepted by a credulous pul>lic as honafide 
axioms of truth, when opened to the scrutiny of 

· exact research, reveal nothing but idols of su­
perstition set up in an excited past. 

Particularizing, we might mention the rise of 
the popular "Punch and .Tucly" show, so vivid 
to the minds of the young. In very fact, this 
simple doll-dialogue was used in Latin Italy 
under the patronage of Catholicism to picture 
the devil and Judas in deadly argument. 

Again, note the origin of the mystic college 
term: "Alnia 11iater," meaning "henign mother." 
The word "holy" comes from a root "hale," and 
means health. 

"Barber" finds its source from "hara" the 
. beard; hence the shops pertaining to that trade. 

Follow the common list of everyday names, 

ancl see the cords of the family affection, viz: 
Alice (German) noble, Edith (Saxon) happi~ 

ness, Esther (Hebrew) secret, Mabel (Latin); 
lovely, -:\fagdalene (Syriac) magnificent, Maud, 
(Greek) a lady of honor, Margaret (German) 
a pearl, Patrick (Latin) a nobleman, Harold 
(Saxon) a champion, Henry (German) a rich 
lord, Hugh (Dutch) high, lofty, Job (Hebrew) 
sorrowing, Hobert (German) famous in coun­
sc-1, \Valter (German) a wood-master. 

\Vhen naming some of the tribes of Africa, 
one people jabhered: "Hut - en - tut." So they 
name<l it "Hottentot." 

.J olm11y-rakes came from Indian meal, baked 
in ashes originally. 

rrhe man in the moon has always been point­
ed out in lc-gend as the one who broke the Sab­
bath; hence his banishment. 

Mother Goose, so often quoted, refers to a 
lady vYl10 lived in Boston and was a nursery 
rhymer. 

"The tune the old cow died on," is from an 
old song which tells of a man who fed his cow 
on words ·when the grass played out. 

\Vhen we hegin to apply this inquiry to mat­
ters more lofty or serious, such as the gist of 
all religions, viz., "Heaven or Hell," we often 
find the need of much uncovering ere we reach 
t11e true sense. How sad a travesty on human 
i11h~lligPnce does history d<~pict celative to the 
four littl<~ simple words of Holy Writ in refer­
ence to the death condition! Any old English 
dictionary wm tell you that "hell" is from 
"71 elion," Saxonized by old English writers. 
Th<~se used it in the right sense when telling 
of Farmer Jones or Smith "helling his house" 
and "helling his potatoes." Such poor befogged 
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people we all were to get fire, brimstone and 
devils mixed up with this plain, innoceRt term. 
What a revelation to examine every occurrence 
of the word in the Sacred Oracle and relieve 
the mind of the nightmare of superstitious 
dread. ·what a load falls from the mental fac­
ulties! 

It is said that the root-idiom for Satan in the 
Syriac languago means "a feeder on slander." 
In another language he is knov\'n as the name­
blacker. Surely our great adversary has he>en 
permitted to word-paint the Creator as odious 
and fiendish, lest the loving purpose of a holy 
God of mercy and comfort should be seen hy 
His fallen creatures. To safo;fy a wliole-sonled 
desire for a wonderful trusted Friend, evil has 
been allowed to run its limit preparatory that 
an eternity of joy thereafter mig·ht be enjoyed 
by all the honest-hearted. 

Therefore, in conclusion, we would recom. 
mend a faithful examination Qf the recorded 
"\Y ord of inspiration, even to the punctuation 
points, as in a legal document where one com­
ma often means millions of dollars. THE GoLDEN 
AcE magazine in fulfilling its mission can refer 
you to the particular three manuscripts from 
which all the versions of the Bible have coriie. 
Analyzing the text and comparing it with the 
three manuscripts you are treading on the only -
safe ground in matters of all truth. And so we 
read: "At the mouth of two or three witnesses - · r 

every word shall be established." This is· the 
only basis for a solid Christian union and is the 
only hope for ]winging in a seetlcss religion and 
that glorious Golden Age, yet in reservation for 
the childre11 of men. Divine power will be nece~".' 
sary to accomplish this seemingly stupendous v:, 
task. 

Conditions in Germany By Dr. J. Harbeck 

WHEN I left Germany rcccutly, the country 
was still bleeding from many wounds \dti ch 

the war has cnnsed. Tbe communistic as well 
the left or tlie ra(lical '"'ing of tht~ social-r1cmo­
cratic party and ell.so the monarchial party are 
making use of ev0ry trouhle such as the recent 
railroad strilrn to put tlwough their particular 
scheme. The co11sPrYatiYc elements, and those 
whose minds are not altogether darkened hy 
politieal partisan spirit, an• doing all in tlwir 
power to stem the rising tid(• of a second r0vo­
lutio11. "\Vhethcr or not th0y w!ll succeed is hard 
to ":ly. 

Tl!(' majority of the German people are will­
ing to \\"Ork and are longing for peac0 mid nor­
mal conditions: but the nation as a wliole is in 
great unrest, because of the oppres:-:ive mea­
sur<~s of the Allies, because of interior factions, 
and because of the ever rising cost of living. 
Trouhle is brewing throngfomt the conntry; and 
if the terrible burden and exri0nse of the troops 
of occupation and the payments of indemnities 
are not mode.J:ated by France ancl England to 
afford a breathing spell, the complete crash of 

Germany is certain in the not-far distant future. 
Even though a small portion of the nation-· 

about ten percent, i. e., the big landowners, the 
· big manufacturers, the financiers and the pro­
fiteers, who got rich through the war-gives the 
appearance through shov.ry dress and luxurious 
living that the Germans are prosperous, it is 
nevertheless a fact that the great mass of the 
people are struggling hard for an existence and 
that millions arc literally starving. · 

At 10ast seventy percent of the children are 
urnl0rf ed; and thou~ands of them will soon sue:. 
cumb in the hopeless struggle, unless immedi-:­
ate succor is provided. 

If the G0rrnan people, 'vho are still sound at 
the core and who as a whole are thrifty and 
p0ace-loving, were granted a few years' time for 
reconstruction, they would soon overcome all 
communistic and bolshevist efforts to overthrow 
the present government. To help Germany now 
would really work a great advantage to all oth­
er nations, while the fall of Germany would un­
donlitedly precipitate the collapse of half the 
world. 

---- ----

ERRATA-G. A. Number 70 and 71 
GoLDEN AGE, Number 70, page 527, paragraph 

5, line 3, "14 cents each" should be "14 dollars 
each." 

GOLDEN AGE, Number 71, page 549, paragraph:. 
4, first line -"Extinct" should have been "i#.:. · 
stinct." 



A Greater Menace than Economic Unrest By R. H. Barber 

·u NPOPULAR truths are seldom heralded in 
the daily press, for the reason that to do 

so would jeopardize the financial intcrc;.;ts of 
the paper which vrnuld dare puLlish them and 
woUld subject such papers to the risk of being 
called "radical," or branded as not 100 percent 
American. Congratulations are due the Atlanta 
Georgian for publishing in its issue of .:'.[arch 
27, 1922, some plain, blunt facts uttered by two 
Georgia judges, denouncing tho clergy and civic 
and ladies clubs as ~rnDDLJms in the arlministra­
tion of justice by our courts, and c1edaring 
them a menace to civili11atioll, to the conrts, and 
to the constitutional likrties of the people. ri'he 
rebukes are couched in sharp langna,:r,e; yet 
they arc spoken di;;pam;io11atcly, antl \\·ill pr:>i>­
ably bring forth so1tw "prnt(~sts,'' sonw ··r.·;;o­
lutions," and soi;ic "pu111it" orrdory on 1Jw ll~lrt 
of the "rned(llcn;." 

Tirn GoLDE~ AcE has repeatedly calll'<1 atieu­
tion to the unwarranted "meddling" on tlie part 
of this "trio of evils"; and it is a great sa1 isfae­
tion to realize that others are ·wakillg up to 1.he 
fact. This criticism ought to be prinfo<l in ev<:ry 
paper in the earth, so that these mecldlers may 
know that judges regar<l them as "in eo1dempt 
of court," and that millions of people hold t liPm 
in contempt also. The Georgian article follows: 

MEDDLING WITH COURTS FROM PULPIT AXD I TVIC 

BODIES SCORED BY BELL 

LAW BANNING PUP.LIC EXPRESSION OF OPINfONS 

BEFORE TRTAL SFGGESTED 

"Meddling by the pulpit and civic socirtics, lrn~t.v 
exploitation by the press, publicity seeking by lawyers 

. -'the great trio of evils which beset the modem legal 
world'-were severely denounced in speeches by Judge 
George L. Bell, of :Fulton Superior Court, and ,Justice 
James K. Hines, of the Georgia Supreme Court, at the 
annual dinner of the Atla11ta Bar Association at Hotel 
Ansley Saturday night. Judge Bell was the principal 
speaker. 

"Paying tribute to the upright and conscientious law­
yer, Judge Bell said that, ncvcrtheles~, no longrr was 
it considered, as it ought to be and. used to be, an insult 
for a committr'."' of profest'ional uplifters to invade the 

, sacred precincts of the courts and tell the judges what 
they ought to do. 

" 'We are fallen upon strange days, gentlemen,' Judge 
- · Bell began. 'And far be it from me to say that lawyers 

today are not upright men. But times have changed. 
fte very forces which are popularly considered agents 
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for social good, are in fact the forces which are rushing 
us toward a state of anarchy so far as the guarantees 
provided for in sound law are concerned, if we con­
tinue to let them have full sway. 

"'The getH•ral condition of lawlessness is not due in 
largc8t part to the state of economic unrest. It is due to 
the fal't that the people haYe come to regard the busi­
ness of l he comts as 1•\·erybody's business. "\Ve :find that 
judgr,; arc visit(•d by delC'gations from civic societies, 
pr,>J\•,,iol1al upliftC'rs, au<l told what they ought to do. 
In my opiuion tlws(~ people are in contempt of court, 
and I lJC'licvc the courts "hould so declare. But the courts 
lrnle to do thi~ lweausc most of the professional uplifters, 
thec:e nwddl<Ts, arc well meaning, but uninformed and 
certainly ill-a<hi~ed persons. 

"'I lrnYc no hPsitancy in telling you that the gravest 
da11g«r <·011frnnti11g the rising generation of lawyers is 
th<· i1·yi11p; of cus<·s in the pulpits, in the streets and in 
Uw 11«\' -1>11pns, in advance of the orderly and legal 
triul "i' .-iwli ca"«~ in the conrts of law. This practice 
i~ 1101i1i1 ig c:hort of a prost ii Ill ion of the law-it mud­
dles_. it i,o!lntes, the stream of justice. 

"''J'lil'l'<' is no surer sign that we are on the road to 
civic d(·.-1 rudion- aml I am not an alurmist-thanethis 
modern pl<1,'.2:11e of societies, organizations of every kind, 
and e\·ru pr«1whers, which nre forever offering to tell 
judg<'s \\·]1;11 they ought to do, instead of letting judges 
do \1hat jrnlges ought to do. 

'' 'But whut is the remedy? I know of only one. That 
i" a la\\' 1rhich shall declare it a crime for persons to dis~ 
cu"' in the street, in the pulpit, on the platform or in 
the pre''"• any pending legal case.' 

",J udg-c· Bdl wa:; cheered. 
"'I 1ri~h to gi vc our younger lawyers just a few 

"lJon "b,." Don't hire.press agents, don't discuss your cases 
in th<· "' tTl'1,, and don't encourage interference with the 
courb. For I tell yon that when the time comes when 
it i, the ~"·1wral cn,tom to do these things, the death 
kndl of human liberty has been sounded.' 

"A ri~ing vote of thank8 was given Judge Bell. 
"Jrnlgc Hines told the la1,·ycrs he desired to :firmly 

indor~e all ,J udgc Dell had Raid. 
"'?\o man stan<ls a fair showing for an impartial 

trial when his case has been exploited in the news­
paperR,' .Judge Hines said. 'We ought to have the same 
law Gn,at Brita.in has, which has made it a crime to 
publish the facts of cases until they have been tried, and 
then can only a most carefully edited statement of 
facts be published.' 

"Judge Hines said a delegation of women once asked 
him how they should go about expressing to a criminal 
judge what he should do in a 'blind tiger' case and 
declared the delegation should have been sent to jail 
for 20 days for daring to speak to the judge about the 
case.'' 

-~-· 



Canadian Finances-a Correction By H. L. Mayer 

ON PAGE 560 in your issue (No. 71) under 
the heading "A Short Lesson in Finance," 

I notice the claim made that for $G,OOO,OOO 
placed in the reserve account the Cannrlinn 
banks were permitted to issue $228,000,000 in 
notes for circulation. 

Is it not possi1ile tlrnt tJw a hove is ,'.1:1'<';: tly in 
error? I have no doubt the bm1ks in C':rnarb 
have been granted a very ii1Y~cinl privilf'~c in 
their permission to issue tlwir not'.~s 11TJ to il1f' 

amount of their paid-up unirnpairP<1 c:-q1ital 
stock. For all that tb~y is~ne lwyorn1 Hint 
amount they have either to p::iy in to thP Cov­
ernment to be held in the C('ntr:1l Gnld l1n­
serves, dollar for f1ollar in gold or Dominion 
nctes. An a(M1tiona1 tPrnporary pri1-ilf''Y;C~ tlH'Y 
have is to issne their noh's only <1urillp; tl;P ('l'OTJ­

moving p2riod (September l to }\,hnrnry 28 
in P.ach year) to an amount over arnl aho\-e tbe 

fon~i~oing, eqnq.l to 15 percent of the combined 
u11im11airwl capital stock and the reserve, and . _ 
tJ1at ];y paying the GoYernrnent 5 percent in- · 
krv:..:t on nwh iss1ws and calling them in at the·­
expirntion of tltc~ rwriod. . · 

'l'l:e ;\ pril. 1 D'.:1:2, bank statement for Canada 
~hn;·s m: fo1lm\·s: ,)::;, 
Cc111hi1u·11 nnirnp:i:1\'ll cnpital stocl{ ............... $124,073,219 · }f·· 

") , • • • -·4'· 

1.:1~11-: _not0s m r_1r1·nl:1hon ----------·---------·-····-·------ 164,724,47.S . ·:~'" . 
flr,,1c·1rnl dq10,1t' rn <fold Hrsrrve ··--·-- 60.052,533 .-;:,.

1
• , 

Additional 111 t- Cold lfrserve ····-··---·---···- 6,534,0211 -j~ 

I Jmw b><~n a wh:-:erihc-r to the GoLDEN Ao•'h ~:..If~ 
from its flrc;t is~:m~, arn1 have greatly appreciat~,,)~ · 
ed tlw tin1,'l>' information contained therein, and"''---_;_ 
y1mr det(·nni11:1.lic>n to C;r;np; to light the hiddeI•"'-: _:'"ll 
tl1i11p; rd clarl;1J<'Rs: and l write this article to . 
11"~.:i~t in brin::;ing the aetnnl situation of the 
1 ian kers' sp<'ei al pri \•ilc'ges. mid not an imagin;:, 
nry one, to the notice of your readers. 

Criminals in Office 
~E United States seems to be the one roun­
.l t;y where the criminal class has learned how 
to ply their trade. In other countries they pot­
ter along in much the same way as of old, do­
ing business at night ·with such crude weapons 
as sandbags, guns and blackjacks; hut such a 
method is too slow for this progressive country. 
The modern criminal gets himself elected to 
office and does business in the open. 

In one issue of the Kansas City Star, namely 
that of March 22, there was a photograph of 
the governor of a nearby state indicted for ac­
cepting a bribe to hush up a bank scandal, a 
news item about a constable, a deputy in a .Jus­
tice's court who was a bandit; and then the 
general accusations were made that it is a com­
mon thing in many of the large cities of the 
country for juries to be bribed, for murderers 
to walk the streets free and unmolested, for 
judges to grant habeas corpus writs before the 

police can put the criminals into the station 
house, for jurors to fear to return a just verdi~ 
on account of almost certain violence to follow ·:_ 
against them or their families, for lawyers to< 
act as conspirators with murderers and other, -
felons, and for drunken orgies to occur in court.· 
rooms following the acquittal of alleged mur· · 
derers. 

Down in Massachusetts they are finding that ~· _ 
some of the greatest criminals in the state are .-. 
the district attorneys, who, normally, would . 
have the work of prosecuting criminals. And 
they find them "ably assisted" by leading lights · 
of the legal profession who have learned that 
if they cannot make a living honestly they can 
at least make one dishonestly. But these meri 
are 100 percent Americans. They will tell you 
so themselves. They are patriots. They will "' 
tell you that, too. It is a great life if you don't " 
weaken; but if you do there is nowhere to go._ 

Whole Wheat Saves Doctor Bills By Annie Boerger 

I MAKE flour out of whole wheat grain, as 
THE GoLDEN AGE told us to do some time 

ago; and it has saved us from many a sick day. 
This information alone has saved me more than 
enough to pay for the subscription price of the 
magazine several times over. 

690 

I am in love with your paper. The knocks 
you get arouse my sympathy. I think that the 
knockers are too hard on you. It is a wond~ 
that you do not make more mistakes than yo1' .-.~ 
do, considering how hard it is to get at the 
truth. 
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Religion on the Moon 
Translated from the Norwegian of P. 0. ffa..,fod, by Harriet J. Hanson 

L[KE all other women and weak spirits my tain. Immediately the army set up their jubilee 
'1;.::., · mother had religion, and believed in all song. ~oon I was in their midst. Again they 

tt;,:: · . sorts of preachers and prophets. My father, prostrated themselves and extended their 
~.b:_ )/.on the contrary, believed in nothing _at_ all. thumbs heavenward. Then the leader came and 
.;. 'My mother wanted to teach me rehg10n and placed his hand upon my breast, while the peo­

:"" · to take me to church. My father, however, put ple strewed blue grass and leaves in my path­
his foot down and said, "No!" And so I grew way, always keeping their thumbs up. 

·/ to manhood without any religion. However, as As yet I had not attempted to converse with 
I grew older my mother's evident misery at my them, thinking that our speech must be differ­
~eing so heathenish worked hard on my feel- ent. Imagine my surpTise when I learned that 
ings, and I began to wonder and think about they talked gnglish ! Immediately we began to 
religion. But when I heard that upon the earth converse. 'l'hey gave me to understand that they 
there were many thousand different religions were indebted to me for arriving in my balloon 
to choose from, I asked my father which was just then; for they were on the verge of giving 
the right one. He answered: "They are but lies up when they suddenly saw me. Their joy was 
and graft, the whole bunch of them." unbounded, as they thought that I was a god 

Now I knew my father to be an honest, up- coming to defend their cause. Therefore they 
right man; so I felt that I must not doubt him, began the song of jubilee which sent their ene­
and yet on the other hand I felt that there must mies into such a panic that they fled. I asked 
be something to religion if one were only sure them what th~y had been :fighting about. They 
of finding the right one. So one day I made up ai1swered: '"\:Ve :fight for the sake of God. Our 
my mind to take a journey to some other sphere, enemies are children of the devil, unbelieving 

"thinking that perhaps the inhabitants there dogs, who will 11ot believe in the true religion, 
might have the right religion. I went to my but who have instead a religion of their own 

· father and asked his permission to go on a which will bring misery and death upon all 

I
~{~ journey. ''Where to~" he asked. "To the moon," mankind." 

, I replied. "Why are you going there, my son~" 'l'.h('n I asked how many religions they hap­
·~ ''I want to find the right religion," I answered. pened to have on the moon. They answered, 

"" ... ': '"W" ell, all right; but I will bet you a kroner that "Four hundred." '"\Yell,'' I next asked, "which is 
· · you w1U return as wise as you depart. How- the true one?" Their reply was: "Ours is, of 

'

_,,:, · ever, there will be no harm in trying it." course; and if you do not believe in it, you will 
,:, be forever damned." So I asked them to give 
( FIGHTING FOR THE SAKE OF GOD me an outline of their religion. Thereupon the 
T . So I made myself an air balloon and flew leader blew four blasts on his trumpet. Im-
~' away .. After a few month~ of very difficult mediately the people prostrated themselves and 
~- traveling I beheld the outlines of the moon. held up their left thumbs. Then a prpcession of 

I·,.·. -There seemed to be a great din and confusion men clad in green robes came out from a cave 
~, in the vicinity, and the air was :filled with smoke. in the mountain. One of these green bedecked 
~· · As I got closer to the coast, I saw that a war perso11s had on his head a tall headgear of some 

II':: was in progress. Blood flowed in the streets, sort, and over his robe a little blue coat upon 
~ and thousands of dead bodies were strewn which was embroidered a huge thumb. This 

I, 
/ about. Suddenly with a :fiendish yell the op- man, it seemed, was a sort of bishop or cardi-

. posing party fled. The other side sang a song nal; in fact, he seemed to be high up in the 
"; of jubilee and victory. hierarchy. He lifted his thumb and in a loud 
~i Now that there seemed to be no more danger, voice said: "'I.1he only true religion in this: r . I allowed my balloon to descend quietly upon That God should be exalted by throwing one's t · a high mountain. At the foot of the mountain self upon one's stomach and extending one's left 
t"'-- the entire victorious army threw themselves thumb into the air; and each one who is a be­
~f, upon their stomachs and held up their left liever must four times every year eat an oat­
~·., 

~; -thumbs. I stepped from my balloon and slowly cake and drink blueberry juice. vVhoever be-
~S:- wended my way down the slopes of the moun- lieves this and does accordingly shall be saved; 
b~" 691 . . x· 
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but whoever refuses to believe will snn·I~· be 
damned." 

I must confess that this struck me as liPi ng 
a rather peculiar religion; so I askeJ v:11at othr r 
religions they happened to have upon the moou. 
The leader replied: "There are four hu11dred 
other religions, but every one except ours is 
false." So I continued curiously: "What do the 
others believe~" He answered: "Some believe 
that it is not necessary to prostrate one's srlf 
upon the ground, but that it is enough nwrcly 
to lie on one's stomach. Still others bc:li(·vc that 
it is necessary to use the right thnmb instead of 
the left, while others hold that one must us(• t lie 
index finger, and others the ring finger. Tl1c·n 
some believe that oatcake and hluckrry jui«c 
are sufficient twice a year; oth<~rs that these 
must be taken daily; others monthly, a11d still 
others once a year. Now some poor unlwli(•vers 
think that it is suffici(mt to eat the oat~ukc~, and 
therefore eliminate the blueberry jniec•; oll1Pl'.-' 
use the juice and not the oat;·ak(~; and so on. In 
fact there is no end to false teachings and false 
prophets. 

"Each is trying to impres:0
; npon tlH• 01h0rs 

that it is right; therefore the evorln~'tin!!; re­
ligious wars. 'l1he war wlii<'li ·w0 wen· '" a!~·i11g 
just when you appr>ar('<l was with a co111p:111;· 
of vagabonds who actual1y lH·1iPvc t1i:d n11P 
should use tbe little fo1g(~r instc:ad or i1w 1lrn11tli, 
and that an oatcalw is enough wil1101!1 1110 

blueberry juice. \Ve have 1H~(·n P11g·agPd in rn:u1:· 
battles with unbelievers; 1mt we hff(• nhrn;·s 
had as our motto: 'God with us'; and so1!l'·lH1\1· 

we have always won. Now we have 111\• lH·st 
hopes on the n;oon t1tat t1wse poor siniwrs \\·ill 
believe as we do, arnl therehy savP U1Pnis('hf•s 
and their posterity from evPrb:~ti ng 1onnent.'' 

When he had finished s1waki11g, lH~ i111;il"\1i­
ately with all pomp an<1 pnrnp():,ity t111'f''X l1im­
self on hi[; stomach and extr-w1ec1 l1is lel't Ummb 
in the air, all the people follo•.ving 11i:-; examph" 
After this ceremony tlwy proceed<~<l to hn r:,· 
their dead, some three thousa11d or rnore, all 
the while praising God that He had dorn~ such 
a good job in one day. 

Towards evening t1H• l1igh pri0st took nw to 
his house.' vVhen ·we l\'lTP alone liP ask<~<1 me 
about my religion; and when I told him tlrnt I 
had none he looked at me in arna7.ement and 
then asked me whether I woulJ not like to be­
lieve as they did and join tl1c~ir church. I told 
him that as yet I did not feel fully convinced 

as to whether or not it was the right religion.· 
"Convinced!'' he cried, ''\Vhy, that is the last 

thi11g on the moon to think about. It is not at 
all 1;ev<·;.:sary. All you have to do is to believe 
as I say: and I will imnrndiately administer un- -
to you ·an oatcake to eat and blueberry juice t()' ( 
dl'i.11k, and will anoint you with milk. Then you 
\Yill be a limb of the true church." 

"A1ioim "·ith milk. Pray, what may that bet". 
I a~kr·<1. 11 P answered: "Oh, it is a holy sacra.;;, 
nH·llt "Jinehy a person is immediately taken 
illto eo11mrn11io11 with God. I pour a little milk 
OY<'r your ];ertd. and immediately you are a 
JllPllilwr of th(• true rPlig'ion and the true church. 
( 'oni·-. Jet lllf' do it at once." 

); <>',\ I did 11ot exactly fancy the idea of hav­
ing- l:1ilk poH(•d on my head; so I said that I 
did Hot klicw I would undergo the operation. 
Tl!:· foll•'\' il!g d:nlog1w then ensued: 

li1·:: ··\rJ1at do you then believe?" 
T: '·T k:n· 1w belief.'' 
! Ji.,: •·sun·1:· you believe in God." 
I: "r dn Hot know. I have neither smm nor 

lu·ard llim."' 
HE: .. ~ 1' ;·pk Y<n believe in a life after death.:'1 

I: "I <;(, 111;t ·hw'"· No dead person has yet ,· 
n 1 ~; l'l!• ;] to tc·ll ns about it." .• 

!!:: "\'<•n ;ff('. tli<·n, a fr00-thinkPr: ·worse 

] : ,, r Cl in." 

l i 1·,: "~·tt 11 1,. vuu must iw the only one ort 
f'::l'lh 11·110 1io;·s ·not believe in anythi-d~" 

J: '':\<>. In tl1f'S<' latter years there are many· 
<·~ .. ;~ 

\1'110 tl1i1;k for tl•('1llSl']V(~S." 

1 Ii:: "~nrl dr, i!H'Y allow such people to liveY'; : ... ~,·~.-,-~·.~ .. ~-~.=.j 
1: "Y<·s: in tli<'se days. But in olden times . _Ji 

tL.·~· \\'('1'1; pe1·:--1•c·ntPd and thrown into prison~ · ;I 
B1:t Ji<'"' \IP arc al!mved to think for ourselve.s, j~ 

!'.'?1 ~:::,::~:;i:ff ~~:i~ ~:~f ;J~~;~;!~;;;;:;~ ····~,_~~~ ...• _.·~_.:.: .. ;:_."":~ .•. :.~.-.--.. 
u.;1,_(.;, •:e•· dieu1te:~r· ;~~ 

I: ''\'('·.: \1 (' nre nlso allowed to be honest and 
·-';~ ~<'n.-.-iL1c' i l' '\\"(• ("}1oosc .. '·' .~ · 

! l 1 : "I 11 C?t}1<·r words you insinuate that those _.· ............ :.~~~.· 
w110 do 1;di(·Ye in the preachers are either fool- · -::-....,. 
1';;

111 OI" <1 
• .'1.-.J·,01.H.':-..·t7.'' . -J;! - . . ·.·~ 

I: "C('rtai11lv." 
I-IE: "] rnpp'os(· : hat )lW think tlw i,;ame about 

nw. t he'll :·· 
I: ·'\Yell-'' 
lIE: ":i\ ow speak out." 
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I: '~ell, a direct question is worthy of a 
direct answer. I honestly do not believe that 
any sensible person believes that he can be 
saved by extending his thumb in the air and 
eating an oatcake and drinki11g blueberry juice 
between times; and I do not believe that tlwy 
really think so themselves." 

~~-: 
.< 

' i:.c·' 
ii.-;.:". r· 
If:~ 

. . 
. . 

. I
f<;,, 

When I had said this, he put his lmud ov0r 
my mouth and bade me not to talk r~o low1ly 
lest some one might be aronnd to henr \Yk1t I 
said. He then proceeded to close the <lnor tic;l1t­
ly and to lock it; and having rna<le himsf·lt' ci~r­
tain that there was no dang0r of any on! ,-idP 

-
-· 

~'.> 
di~sturbances, he seated himself near me mid 
said: 

"Listen, young man. \'Te will from now on 
. talk as is befitting for two upright nwn to tnlk. 
You seem to be a sensible young man 1d10 does 
his own thinking; and it will in a measure re-

, lieve me to talk to you from my heart. I will 
tell you truthfully that I have ab:wlutcly no 
faith in the thumb ceremony nor in the eafo1g 
of oatcake and the drinking of blueberry juice. 
But, you see, my position demands that I preach 
this nonsense to the people, because they pay 
me well for doing it, and tbey also honor me as 
a god. I can assure you that the people love 
me so much that they are perfectly willing to 
tear each other to pieces if they think that any-
one believes otherwise than as I have taught 
them. Therefore. you see, it is absolutely neces­
sary for me to hold them under my thumb; 
o-ciierwise I should in the first place losn my 
salary and the honor and then in time a11 my 
parishoners. Then we have a king here who 

-'.-·:' 

~,:· Jives in a great palace. He has a harem ·with 
~ many wives, all clothed in gold-embroidered silk 
i: :. robes. The king has also a great army and many 
E,, . , courtiers, as well as servants to run his vast 
Ii:·;' establishment. We also have many land-owners 
lf:~J; who own all the land. All of these people must 
.\~> be taken care of: And so without religion all 
.: would be confusion and chaos. The people 
~ would kill the king and all his wives ; they would 
~\ ·· r€fuse to serve in the army, and would not feed 
~;. all t~e unnecessary courtiers and servants of 
li:'c', the king. Worst of all, they would take the land 

I
·~ from the great land-owners and would divide 
; --it up among themselves. But by continually > dinning into their ears from the pulpits that 
·•·· they will be rewarded in heaven if they_contim:w 

Im':: unde! my commands, and t~at they will !ry rn 
~\ :.> bell if they do not, everythmg goes on m the 

same old order from one century to the next, 
and no one seems to complain. In fact, they 
seem to he comparatively happy-the aristoc­
racy lwcmrne they are living well here on the 
moon, and the~ moon of mankind because they 
11avP hopr's of obtaining a hundred times more 
in lwaw·n than they now possess. So when all 
sc('Jll to be happy, why change? ':Vhat do you 
sa;.r J" 

l\IlNORTTY VERSUS l\fAJOHITY 

1ly reply was: "All that I can say is that it 
strike;;; rne m; very singular how much alike con­
ditions arr' here and on the earth. There the 
rninorit.v of the people grab all the good things 
of life' :rnd live in absolute abandon; while the 
gn~nt rnajority suffer in every possible way 
from lnm:.:;<'r and privation. And the cause of 
it all is thnt the preachers have poisoned the 
peoplc"s minds with lies and made them believe 
in f'hP!'r 110llH'JlSe." 

HE: "Stra11ge that it should be the same on 
the t>nrth, \vhich is a much older planet and 
mueh larger. Very strange that they should not 
have mncle more progress than we. Are you sure 
there is no difference 7" 

I: "Absolutdy none." 
HE: "Do tlwy, then, believe in the thumb, and 

the oatcake mid the blueberry juice, and milk­
anointing ?" 

I: "Not exaetly; but what they do believe in 
is essentially the same." 

HE: "l~xplain fully, please." 
I: "ln;;;iead of extending the thumb in the air, 

they cross their fingers. Instead of wearing 
gn)cn ro lH's, their priests wear black ones ; and 
instead of the blue surplice with the embroid­
ered thumb they wear a white one embroidered 
with a cross. Instead of prostrating themselves 
on their ~tomach, the people of the earth fall 
on their knees; and in place of the anojnting 
with milk, they spri11kle a few drops of vrnter 
On the liPads of i11fants, and sometimes of big 
people:, t 1>0. In place of drinking blneherry juice 
and eati11g oatcakes, the earth people use grape 
wine and wh£>at lff£>ad. And, as here, the earth 
is filled with rt>ligions hate and religions war. 
They have killl'd each other by the million for 
the sake of religion; and yet the clergy have 
merely sat by and smiled upon it all, while the 
people have gone hack to their same old ruts, 
not knowing what else to do. There are some 
black people in Africa who say that a good 
spirit rn2-de the earth, but an evil spirit rules it.~ 



A Reply to "Religion on the Moon" By Harriet J. Hanson. 

JN THE first place, my dear friend, never call 
women "svage vasener," (weak spirits). It 

was not Herod who beheaded John tlw Baptist; 
it was Herodias. It was not A1rnb who ennsed 
Elijah to flee to the wilderness; it V>'as .J(~110hcl, 
the queen. Moreover, it was not a rrnrn ·who had 
Samson shorn of his power; it was llw i11f1w·11ce 
of Delilah. .,.Voman is the power lwliirnl the 
throne. Her lips have lrnd rn1wlt to <)o with the 
making of history, and her ~~uLtl(; i;;f1w:ne<: has 
caused men and nations to rise and fall. 80 
much for the women. 

I a<~mit that the religions pmdisl'.d on the 
poor human beings of this old earth have hc~en 
"dope," as :J\frs. Darrow says-not nwrc dop(~, 
but the ·worst kind of dope. It has <lone its >nirk 
in a m:nrner more deadly 11ian any opinm (foll 

could _have managed to do. 111 fad, t1w various· 
delusions called religions have not only dull(•d 
the sern,ihilities and minds, but n<'l11:1l1y pnra­
lyzed tlie human race. I have in rnind a picture 
that I shnll send yon as !"0011 as I cnn get an­
other copy. It is called "'fhe 'l'raveler Inqnires 
the Way to Heaven." Preachers of every de­
nominaiion are pointing in every din·ction. The 
poor traveler is without a doubt as bewiklered 
as he looks. 

A USELESS PROFESSION 

Clergymen are the most useless of all pro­
fessional men; and the Bibh~ calls them "blind 
leaders of the blind." They have rightly named 
themselves D. D.'s - dumb dogs, t'hat cannot 
bark. They know very little, puff tlwmselves 
up and look wise, and great croakings issue 
from their mouths. Verily they have converted 
the world into a frog pond. Yon know of their 
love for honor and display, their wise expres­
sion and the veritable nonsense with which they 
have filled their hearers full since the days of 
the apostles. As a result the world has become 
so polluted with false teachings that there is 
not a clear pool of water anywhere-only stag­
nation. 

But in spite of the fact that confusion and 
pollution have driven truth and purity into the 
wilderne~rn, there is nevertheless sneh a thing 
as truth; and while it has been cnrnhed to earth, 
it must rise again, supreme, triumphant. After 
the world has fought itself sick, and becomes 
tired of being doped, the remaining fragments 
of humanity will he glad to rest awhile and 
watch the Almighty do a little re:stitutio11 work 
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in their favor. It may seem strange, but ths 
earth is not yet completed, you know. The wor~ .. · 
of cn•a1ion 1s still goillg on. \Ve are now in the 
days of the d0aii11g away or the rubbish. Watch 
the nppress0rs fall from their thrones, men's 
henrts fai]ing them for fear of what is coming 
upon tlie e~:rth - great changes, social, polit­
icnL and ceelesia;;;tical, taking place all over the 
\\'O rld. It UJ('ans the ushering in of the new era, 
th:~ time of peace, r0nl peace, not the kind which · 
thr~ dPrgy promisc>d us ·would come after thP. 
\var was ovC"r. 'l'o tlie world in general it sureJy 
looks like eonfnsio11 and chaos. It is. But in the 
rne<111iirne the work of creation is progressi:ag. 
right along. 

con's PLAN JS PIWGHESS[VE 

'l'ak(•, for im,t:111ce, the putting up of a great · 
st rud nre. 'J'11e mortar, the bricks, the sand, 
t11e stones, t1w nwn running to and fro, some, 
puttinp; np se:i ffok1f', others tearing them down. 
It ~;urdy looks like a jumble of affairs. I have 
heen out to some of the places which my father' 
has put up; an cl I 11ave said with wonder: "Pa­
pa, l1ow can you tdl whether anything is pro-. 
grcssi ng or not? It looks to me about the same 
as it did last week." \Vhercupon he laughed 
and :o;aid: "\Vait, little girJ. until we clear away 
some of tbis mess, and you will see that the­
buil<ling is r<'ally progressing." And so when · 
I came again, some time later, there stood the 
edifiee in all its majesty, awe-inspiring against ·· 
the horizon. Fatlier knew it all the time, while. 
it took all the clearing away of the debris be­
fore I saw it. Had I been a civil engfot.,er, how­
ever, and studied blue prints, I would have. 
known it and have seen it before then. · 

So it is with God's plan. When all this non­
sense, ignorance, and folly that have blown 
smoke into the people's eyes, have been cleared 
away, the beauty of creation, completed and; 
perfected, will doubtless cause most of us tQ. 
say: "Well, I did not see much progress, but 
here it is, a restored earth, perfect people, and 
perfect understanding." · 

You and I differ in just these two points: I 
do believe in God and in the Bible. Why? Be­
cause I know that there is a Supreme Being 
with force and power back of all the universe~ 
T1iink of the stellar system, with its millions 
of bodies moving through space at the terrific 
speed of thousands of miles per second. TM · 
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P:• - greatest of scientists have not yet been able to 
~.:.z. · tell just why the grass grows or why the cocoon 
: _ produces the butterfly. To be honest they would 
~,,. have to say that it is because God permits it. 
~" 
t~ . · Now why do I believe in the Bible¥ Because 
•- - everything the Bible tells us in the way of his­Ir: 
!:. ~ - tory has occurred. Prophecies have been ful-
l: filled and are still being fulfilled. A way back 
~~_::,. ·.-. ·, in the beginning God told the principals in Eden 

. that if they sinned they would die. It is true 
. that the human race dies. He also said that 

.;_~ man must work for hfa living. That is just 
" what all honest men have been doing ever since. 
"":~ The Bible shows that He also said that women 
111~ should bear children in sorrow and suffering. 

, Medical history tells us all about that phase of 
human life. God also declared that the earth 
would bring forth thorns and thistles. Every 
farmer knows how fast the weeds grow. The 
Bible also foretold that a great war would come, 
nations raging against each other. The war 
came on time, the date 1914. The Bible also 
showed that pestilence would sweep the earth 

· after the war. The "flu" killed more people 
than did the war. The pestilence was to be fol­
lowed by times of distress such as never was 

~( ·since there was a nation. These times are right f' h.ere now. No one can deny this fact. Now for 

I
:~·. the other side, the side of beauty. The Bible 
;_ - promises that millions now living will never die, 

I
-~- ~a! sfe~t;e~~~ '::~d !f~llb~~~~m~!~f~~\~~! 

'. everlasting homes, and that our dear ones who 
i. are asleep in the prison-house of death shall 
. -return from the land of the enemy. This cannot 

-be an idle dream; for all these other things 

~:--.. ~-·.r.: _ promised in God's Word have come true. 
::; _ It is true that the preachers or, in other 
~;. words. the scribes, pharisees, hypocrites, have 
~.·_::;. _ • used the Bible as a fiddle upon which to play 
~·· ·any tune they chose. Hence the many hundred t denominations. Therefore oceans of blood have 

1
5 been "shed in ·the name of God" just because 
;~~ .. -~_ one decide~ that the little ~nger was the proper 
•;,· one to use m the ceremony, mstead of the thumb, 
~- and because blueberry wine was essential to 
~~·-- · some but not to others. 
i:;' . When it comes to picturjng churchianity upon 

E 
this earth, your write-up is wonderful. I surely 
thank you for letting me read it. It is true to 

. life; and I am su-re that when people begin to 
~ realize what big fools they have been, they will 

~~··· 

surely give the clergy a bath in the milk that 
was to have been poured on their own heads, or 
in the blueberry wine that was to have gone 
down into their stomachs. 

EMPTY STOMACHS l!'ROM EMPTY HEADS 

The reason why so many people have empty 
stomachs is that they have empty heads. They 
have let someone else think for them, and in the 
meantime dope them to numb the pain of star­
vation. Selfi~hness and ignorance are surely 
the cause of all the present unrest. Wait until 
love begins to undo the work of hate. Under 
its soft touch mankind will blossom as a flower 
kissed by the sun and the dew, and will raise 
their heads in adoration and praise; for every­
thing about them will be so perfect, so beautiful, 
so glad, and life so desirable. 

In case you have this article some time after 
1925, please take it out and reread it. If I am 
still alive on this old earth, I shall come to you; 
and we shall talk it over. In place of your con­
versing with the man in the moon, it will be 
you and I who will chat as follows: 

I: "And all the things the Bible predicted 
came true after all, did they not 7" 

You: "They surely did, my little friend." 
I: "By the way, my little sister returned just 

the other day. She had been in the grave for 
twenty years or more." 

You: "vV ell, I am getting ready for the re­
turn of some of my dear ones. I planted these 
beautiful new-age roses this Spring. See ho-w 
perfectly they have grown. Theymake the porch 
look very restful and cool. I have also pur­
chased a new grand piano and several other 
fine musical instruments. My family was al­
ways fond of music, but it has been a long time 
since we have had a recital in our drawing- -
room. When the home circle was broken up, I 
sold the piano and all those things so fraught 
with painful memories. But now we shall have 
many wonderf-µl hours of music." 

I: "You know that I always loved music, and 
especially now, since everyone plays faultlessly, 
without a discord. I can sit for hours and fairly 
lose myself in the beauty of it." 

You: "Yes, you remember when back in 1921 
I paid you a short visit at your home we thought 
that we were hearing the real thing when Hei­
fetz and Mischa Elman, the two Russian violin­
ists, played. Have you heard them lately? You 
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never could compare the recon1s of J'.;:)1 \\it11 
those of today, wonderful as UH·y wPn· tlic>n.'' 

I: "Yes, I heard them in J ernsalern 011 ly last 
'\WPk at the new Hall of .l\fusic. I sat 11ext to 
fatlwr Abraham, and he seemed to Pn.in.': ]1('H l'­
ing one of his dPar children praisi11p: <i()(1 
through the medium of his violin, ns mueh as 
I dia.·· 

You: "It does not seem at all :<tran.t·e 1n h0ar 
you say that now, but a frw ~n·nr:-: !Jar-I~ T 
thought it the biggest joke I 11ad 0wr hl·an!-~ 
father Abraham and Joseph and all foe n·:-;t of 
the ancient worthies corning lm«k 11(· t·<~ awl 
mingling with the rest of us." 

I: "Indeed; and, just think. you n~wd to say 
that you did not believe in (fod, rnrn·l.'· 1Jeenu:-:e 
you had never seen Him. \Yh.v, I n·ad an essay 
written by you about talking- to t11(• man in the 
moon and saying that wry thing." 

You: "I will admit that tli0 jurnhl0 of n·lip:­
ions back in that age made God tlH· l1laehst of 
characters, so black that I did 11ot r·an• even to 
think of Him at all. It vvas rnueh <·a:-:iPr to con­
vince one's self that nature ran itsi>l r. Bnt 11ow 
that all the stumbling-blocks haw hPPn remov­
ed, it is easy enough to knovv that G<id is." 

T: '·That r0minds me of what I told you_ about 
the liuilding bnek in those days, about removing : 
the d(·hris and all that. Papa is still an engi.: 
Ji('(' I'. J [e is now superintending the building or 
1 hi• new Plcctric plant at .T ericho. He is going 
to tnkt' me over there next week in his new bi-. 
i.Ja1w.'' 

Yot·: "B.\- tJw 1nq, bave you seen our old 
fri<·1Hl. ~l. L., latdy~ And what is he doingf" 

l: "He i:-: living with his llC'art's desire in the . 
rn():-:t ];(·:rn1il'HI lnrnp:alow in California. He be-:· 
lif'n" i11 (iod :rnd loves Him, too.·.· I am going· 
nut th<'r<' :-:oi11<· day soon in my new 1938 model. 
J t is very l'a:-<y to g·d around on these wonderful. 
Ji:ff<'d roads. ( 'alifornia does not seem any far-· 
11H·r fro111 l\i irniPapoli:-: 110\Y than St. Paul used~'· 
to :-:<·1·rn from the twin cities' little suburb, St. 
Loui:-: Park. Hy the way, 1\lr. S., in case you·, 
won!d lib• to r;o "ith rn0 to see Mr. and Mrs. 
~\I. L .. 1 ~liall he J1nppy to fake you. vVe can- . 
1nlk owr :dl tl1P thi11gs about which we used to· 
arµ:n(' ku·k in the old days, and tell each other 
how gln.d we arc that at last we have reached 
t li<' ng·p of' everlasfo1g perfection; and that the 
days of nrµ:ning, doubt, and perplexity have 
pm·,.;(•(1 away forever." 

Going to Church? Why? JJy James A. Robinson, 

AFTER reading the articles bearing· thP title, 
"Go to Church, Thou Fool," in tlw first four 

issues of THE GOLDE~ Am: for 1922, one won­
ders whether going to church is all tliat is claim­
ed for it, or whether staying at home would be 
occupying time in a way as good, or hPt ter. 

'J1 houghts thus entertaim~d germi nab:' into the 
questions, \Vas it ever thus~ Has the e1inrch al­
ways been ruled by ambitious men rnH1Pr the 
cloak of Christianity? Has reljgion in _gc~1wrnl 
always been subsidized, resulting in 1wit·::-:tly 
domi'nation, clerical intrigue, and deePption? 

To one whose sole sources of inform:dion arv 
the priest, the minister, or the JH>,\Vspaper, s1wh 
questions seem ridiculons; but to the one will­
ing to examine the literature, conservative arn1 
liberal, of every age, such question::-: n rr easily 
answered. "'Twas ever thus." 

CLERGY ALWAYS POLITICAL 

In every age have the clergy inflnrnced gov­
ernment, both visible and invisible. Ambition, 
lust for power and for prestige, has dominated 

tl!P minds and th<' methods of clergymen ever 
since tJw t class .f'arne into existence. 

ri'}ip (';\ ll:-<C for Sl'heming priestcraft, the gOV· 
Pl'lli11g miiH1 directing schemes for wealth, pow-:-. 
er, and lio1101', is Flatan. He possesses superhn­
rna 11 aliilit.'' in the affairs of men. No hum~ 
lwing can he held entirely responsibility for the 
ni llH's of the clf~rgy in their schemes for en-.' 
r-:la\·in'.!,' the people; for it is beyond the power 
or m1:· one rncmlwr of our race. Nor can it be 
said tlint an orp;anization of the brightest of · 
lrnn1:1n rninds could produce such a scheme as 
we s<'C' 1101.1· ,,·orking, arnl wl1ieh has been in op- · 
erntin11 for <'Pntnries. 'J'he fact that the truth 
i:' (·orn;11'.2' to light :,:11onld revive in our hearts 
}:ope for n day of freedom from this accursed 
thing. 

Ln'11;ing b:H'k into t11e past, we are told that 
tliu cause of a e}innge in the religious worship 
of thf' ~fr(1rs and Persians, which world-empire):;' 
bq!an in 5:1G B. C. and ended in 336 B. C., wa_s . 
a sdiPming priesthood. Originally the Mede$ 
and Persians worshiped one God; but when thtf ·~· 
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'>· · · pries.thood gained the ascendency in and with 
;:<the government, Monotheism was changf'd into 

"·,;_. Trinitarianisrn. This fact indicates that the 
· .. ·Trinitarian doctrine, so tenaciously adhered to 

· by those dependent upon the clergy for relig­
ious knowledge, is not of Christian origin. Did 
the Persian priests manufacture this doctrine? 
No; for Mythology says that it was taught in 

-· _JiJgypt centuries before their day. 
Upon gaining the ascendency, the priests of 

"' - t'he Medes and Persians substituted for Mono­
theism the worship of the pagan god Mithras. 

··Today we find the Church of gngland manifest­
.. .ing h8r real character by the regalia of her 
· ·,"Priesthood, which is that of the priests of l\Iith­

.ras. 
The scherne of priestcraft to becloud truth 

and to substitute for it a series of "mysteries" 
infected the Christian church soon after the 

.. aeath of the apostles. Indeed, before tlw karlers 
·_of the church had passed away these scht'mes 

had infected the body. (2 Peter 2: 1, 2; 1 .John 
·. 2: 18, 19; 1 Corinthians 11: 18; 2 Thessalonians 

2: 7; etc., etc.) As early as 325 A. D. the schem­
. ing had made such progress that in that year 
; Athanasius, as the ecclesiastical field marshal 
/-of Emperor Constantine, foisted upon the Chris­
. tian church the unreasonable and ridiculous 

theory of the trinity. 
As prearranged, before the Council of Nice 

was called, Emperor Constantine decreed that 
henceforth the trinitarian theory should h0 ac­
cepted as a part of the Christian faith without 
which, according to the "Book of Common 
Prayer," one cannot be saved. This same Con­
stantine who "put over" the doctrine of the 

, trinity showed his real character by the mun1er 
_, of his own wife, Fausta, in a bath of boiling 
·· water, by beheading his own son Crispus in the 

year during which he presided at the Council 
<Jf Nice (325 A. D.), by murdering the lrnsbands 

·of his two sisters, his wife's father, his nephew 
(a boy of twelve, the son of his sister Con­
stantia), a pagan priest, and others. These 
atrocities were committed, according to Hobert 
Taylor in his "Diegesis," after Constantiiw had 

,·~- "embraced Christianity." 

CRIMES OF THE CLERGY 

The successor of Athanasius as bi.·: 1' of 
Alexandria, St. Cyril, permitted his ambition 
arid lust for power to dominate his life. The 
extent to which the clergy have been, and are 

yet, willing to go is well illustrated in the fol­
lowing excerpt from Gibbons' "History of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire": 

"Hyriatia, the daughter of Theon, the mathematician, 
was initiated in her father's studies. She publicly taught 
at both Athens and Alexandria, the philosophy of Plato 
and Aristolc. In the bloom of youth and in the matur­
ity of wisdom the modest maid ( Suidas says she was 
marriell to the philosopher, Isidorus) refused her lovers 
and instructed her disciples; the persons most illus­
trious for thr~ir rank or merit were impatient to visit 
the female philosopher; and Cyril beheld with a jealous 
eye the gorg,•ous train of horses and slaves which crowd­
ed the door of her academy. A rumor was spread among 
tlw Christians that the daughter of Theon was the only 
ob~tacle to the reconciliation of the Prrefect and the 
Archbishop; and that obstacle was speedily removed . 
On a fatal day in the holy season of Lent, Hypatia was 
torn from her chariot, stripped naked, dragged to the 
church and inhumanly butchered by the hands of Peter 
the n•adrr and a troop of savage and merciless fanatics; 
her flesh \vas scraped from her bones with sharp oyster 
shrlls, and lwr quivcri11g limbs were delivered to the 
flamrs. The just progress of inquiry and punishments 
was stopped by ffaHmable gifts; but the memory of 
Hypatia ·has imprinted an indelible stain on the char­
acter and religion of Cyril of Alexandria." 

Such were the methods used in past ages, 
methods ·which would still be used were it not 
for reasons hinted at by Upton Sinclair in the 
following: 

"The church ·which burned John Huss, which burned 
Giorclano Hmno for teaching the earth moves around 
the 81111-the rnme clrnrch, in the name of the same 
threc-hradrcl gml ,;Pnt out Francisco Ferrer to the firing 
Erprnrl; anrl if it does not do the same thing to the 
anthor of this book it will be solely because of the 
police." 

The backbone of this scheme of the clergy for 
civil and religious power has been the ignor­
ance of the populace. Large volumes have been 
written, and could yet be written, upon the sub­
ject of Paganized Churchianity, the substitu­
tion of pagan theology for the true, freedom­
loving Christianity. That this statement is no 
exaggeration is borne out by that able exponent 
of Clrnrchianity, that priest of both English and 
Roman drnrches, that talented but much abus­
ed preacher who wrote the inspiring hymn, 
"Lead Kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom," 
Canlinal .John H(mry Newman, when he said: 

"'l'hc ins1.rnmrnts and appendages of demon worship 
han•. bc0n brought into the church." 

No wonder is it that church pews are empty. 
No ·wonder that we n1ust turn our churches into 
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restaurants, or into dance-halls (in one of 
which the writer received instruction in. the 
graceful art), or into moving-picture empori­
ums. No wonder it is necessary for the preach­
er to obtain shekels by using methods similar 
to those of the highway robber, such as is illus­
trakd on page 55 of Judge Rutherford's book, 
''Millions Now Living Will Never Die." 

Take down from your library shelf a volume 
bearing the title, "Tallyrand's Letter to the 
Pope," written by the Bishop of Atun, France, 
during the revolution of 1789-1799; written by 
a man who knew the clergy game, and who 
quoted the words of another church dignitary, 
also acquainted with clerical ambitions; writ­
ten by a bishop who in the National Assembly 
-composed of the 600 common delegates to the 
States General called by Louis XVI of France, 
May 5, 1789, together with 149 of the 300 cler­
foal delegates to the same body(States General) 
-made a motion, in that Assembly of 750 dele­
gates, to confiscate the estates of the clergy 
(who owned two-fifths of the good land in 
France) in order to sell and to buy bread for 
the poor, which motion was passed and put into 
effect; written by the same individual who in 
answer to the excommunication of the pope, 
Pius VII (in which letter he Bays that the pow­
er of heaven, hell, purgatory, and excommuni­
cation, supposed to be in the hands of the pope, 
came from IGNORANT MEN!) quotes from the pre­
decessor of Pius VII-Clement XIV, ·who when 
speaking to his friends said : 

"No human being has suffered as I have, either mor­
ally or· physically. Confined by cruel and unnatural 
parents within the walls of a convent I was threatened 
with all the horrors of the dungeon if I did not clothe 
myself with the garments of religion and hypocrisy, and 
did not abjure nature and my own species. A few scat­
tered rays of genius, which escaped from my claustral 
prison, gave to the world and to the court of Rome 
the first intimation of my existence. My amenity, docil­
ity and frankness, and my large fortune, but above all 
my disinterestedness, procured me the good opinion of 
Cardinal Ostali, who during a vacancy in the Pontifical 
chair, obtained in the Conclave a majority of votes in 
my favor, and I was invested with the purple robes and 
seated upon the throne as head of the church. 

"The world knows how reluctantly I accepted a situ­
ation which was incompatible with my private feelings, 
my taste for poetry and other innocent pleasures, and 
that I only yielded to the most urgent solicitations. I 
had formed many chimerical ideas with regard to the 
place I now occupy, deeming it possible for me to de-

crease the sum of miseries which falls to the lot of man, · 
in the same proportion that I would increase the sum · 
of his happiness, and these were the motives which in­
duced me to accept the tiara. I had also resolved to 
overthrow Christianity, that is to say, Idolatry; but 
watched by the sleepless eyes of a thousand Arguses, 
and always surrounded by the Apostles of Error, I have 
only been able thus far to hope from the bottom of my 
heart that the time might soon qome to put into extr 
cution this important reform. Obliged, although in op· 
position to my natural frame of mind, to assume a con­
temptible authority, I really blush to appear in Rome, 
in Italy, or even before Europe. I feel no less shame 
at the incense whieh a crapulous superstition lays at · 
my feet and at the homage paid to me as if I were a 
livin~ idol. 1 feel that I am giving countenance ~ <~ _ 

fanatici8m, and that public opinion looks upon me as _,.,_.,,_. 
the trustee of heavenly gifts--the living oracle of d 
fabled god. 

"But alas! I know that I am only a weak mortal 
with limited faculties, a precarious existence, already 
weighted down by the infirmities inseparable from our 
peculiar organism, and who can only scan that which 
is within the scope of my vision. How can I pretend 
to foresee the future-to send some of my fellow crea­
tures to heaven and consign others to the torments of 
hell? How can I wish to be acknowledged as a repre­
sentative of Divinity when I know nothing of such a 
being? ... At all events, my friends, you are perfectly 
aware that a Pope is the pa8sive creature of the College 
of Cardinals, who create an<l annihilate him at pleasure. 
[Clement was poisoned.-Ed.J 

"Though we are supposed to rule everything on earth, 
nevertheless we are kept in the most abject slavery by 
this dreaded and mysterious power, whose revenge is . 
sure to reach any Pope who may have thoughtlessly 
wounded their pride or endangered their temporal wel­
fare. In public the Pope is the idol of the tumultuous 
rabble; but in the mysterious recesses of the Vatican, 
this very Pope who has in one hand the keys of heaven 
and in the other the thunder-bolt of excommunication, 
is a mere automaton-a passive instrument in the hands 
of the Cardinals forming the Sacred College. 

"The State revenues, and money raised in Catholic 
countries by imposition, mendacity, and monopolies are 
divided among the Cardinals, as plunder is divided 
among robbers, and only a small portion falls annually 
to the share of the Pontiff, who has to provide all the 
expenses of the Court, and to pay that ready tool of 
tyranny-the soldier. 

"A Pope, like every king, is a mere shadow conjured 
up by a powerful body of men: it is an idol they raise 
to frighten a cre<lulous and ignorant populace, and well 
do they 1<11cceed with their divine phantasmagoria; for 
it enabl0s these designing impostors to oppress the peo­
ple with the iron sceptre of superstition. Such, my · 
friends, are the effects of a system which was invented 
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:pnly to degrade mankind and to retain the masses in 
.jl;oss slumber of ignorance and error." 

CLERGY ENSLAVE THE PEOPLE 

Therefore considering that sueh high officinls 
. of the church declare the schemes of the clergy 
~ ~re for the enslavement of the people, would 
T~. n.ot the advertisement printed in the Athens 
· Banner Herald be nearer to the truth if it read: 
·~ ':You are a fool if you go to church.' 

. A remedy is needed which accor ling to Holy 
,, Writ will be provided; for the Prophet, sp<'nk­
.. -mg upon the subject in hand, mid (Zerhariah 

.:.·· 13; 2-6): "And it shall come to pass in i11at <lay 
~:{:which is future hut a short ti me] sai ih tJw 
"'Jiord of hosts, that I will cut off the names of 
'the idols out of the land, and also I \\·ill canse 

r.the prophets [prophet means public expoundur 
'or preacher] and the unclean spirit [pa!.;an 
· doctrine] to pass out of the land. And it shall 

eome to pass that when any shall yet prophesy 
:Jwhen any preachers preach] then his father 

and his motlier tliat begat him shall say unto 
him, 'l'ltou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies 
[cre(~ds and pagan theories such as trinity] in 
tlH~ rnu1w of tbe Lonl. ... And it shall come to 
pas~; I very soonj tlia t the prophets [preachers] 
s!tnll lie~ a:-:l1:rnwd every one of his vision vvhen 
lw l1ath pro1Jl!<•siec1; neither shall they \V0ar a 
row,;11 ganm'nt to deceive [the cloth and collars 
lmHmwd ill back], but he [the preacher] shall 
say, I am no proplwt [preacher], I am an hus­
hamlman [farmer]; for man taught me to keep 
cattle from my yonth. And one [of his congre­
g·ation] shall say nnto him, 1.Vhat are these 
\rnnnds in thine hands[why this loss of power] 1 
'l'l1en he shall answer, These with which I was 
womHlNl in the house of my friends [suffered 
at the hands of his own congregation]." 

Therefore shonld not the Scriptures, the only 
Book wl1icl1 promises relief from this accursed 
thing, stimulate our hopes for a brighter, better, 
and happier day, the dawning of which can now 
be seen over the mountain tops 7 

Idolatry By J. C. Johnson 

THE references to idolatry in Scripture, es­
; · . . pecially in the Old Testament, are of great 

-number and variety. The second cornmand-
·-ment is the first formal prohibition, and strictly 
·'forbids paying homage to any image. Any-
-tl.iing or anyone less than Jehovah Himself 
·rans far below the high standard; for no ex­
, ternal form can image such a Being. Even the 
. exalted Jesus Christ, the express image of the 
~'fath~r, directs His hearers to worship, not the 

image, i. e., Himself, but the Father. If any 
image is adopted for worship it must inevi-

· tably tend to debase and pervert instead of to 
~ ;if:lp.-Acts 17: 29, 30. 
"°. 'Ve find that man has frequently set up hu­
: ,.man forms as objects of worship. In such cases 
·:.the male is represented as more severe and man­
;:~'ly and as having a female counterpart, such as 
:,: :Baal, Ashteroth; Jupiter, Juno; etc. 

We pass on to note how man in his Inst for 
idolatry has not been satisfied with the human 
·form, but has deified even the brute creations. 
~he· predominent virtues of skill, bravery, wis-

)Jn, beauty-in fact, every phase of human 
arncter and lust of heart has been the object 

~ · iudivi<lual and national worship. Even 
.e-erth's creationf'! have failed to satisfy man in 
Jlif, lust for id ob try-each particular form the 

syrnl,ol of something fanciful, always dragging 
<l<rn n the Crc'ator to the things created. 

The Lonl's cfommciation against idolatry has 
been severe and is still equally as severe. A 
careful reading of Isaiah 40: 18-31 is worthy 
of deep me<litation at this point. Again the 
same J-·rophet in Isaiah 1: 10-15 makes us won­
der how it is that so many of the Lord's people 
fail to i-::ee that their holy days, their solemn 
meetings, their hvo-minute silence, their days 
of repen1 ance and hope, their burning of in­
cense, a:re iniquity in His sight, a trouble and 
a weariness to Him. Their vain oblations are 
an abomination unto God. 

THREE PHASES OF IDOLATRY 

The Seriptures bring to our attention three 
vii:ws of idolatry: (1) The worship of false 
gods (Acts 17: 16); (2) The false worship of 
the tn:1e God (1Corinthians10: 7); (3) Inordi­
nafo attachrnent to earthy things (Colossians 
3: 5 ). 

Bc•fore making a closer examination of these 
features, !rt us examine a few of the meanings 
of this worrl idolatry. The first impression we 
receive is the remarkable number of meanings 
attached to this English word and its deriva­
tives-idol, idolatry, etc. 
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In Jeremiah 50: 38 the Hebrew word trans­
lated idol means "an object of terror." Apply 
this thought to the word "idols" in this verse, 
and it reads: "And they are mad upon their 
objects of terror." Compare this thought 
with Jeremiah 51: 7, which reads: "Babylon 
hath been a golden cup in the Lord's l1aml, that 
made all the earth drullkcn: the nations have 
drunken of her wine [divine rigH of Lings, hig 
business, ecclesiasticism, etc.]; t1H'refore the 
nations are mad." Thi~' r1nt~; a fo1c;(~r upon the 
great sore, and points us to idobtry. 

Again in Psalm 9G: 5 t11c 1rnnl for idol means 
"a thing of nought." The Scripturr~ now r<>ads: 
"For all the gods [mighty one:' I or t1w JJntions 
are things of nought." Now ]ook np Zeeharinh 
11: 17: "vVoe to the idol f'liC[)h':-d": in ot1:c'r 
words, "\Voe to the shcpl1erd of llot11ing." 'l'he 
apostle Paul must have had this thong'ht in 
mind when writing 1 Corinthians 8: 1-4. It 
also shows how he corredly saw the meanings 
of the words. I quote at length, calling special 
attention to the omission of the parenthesis 
which can be verified by reference to \Vilson's 
Emphatic Diaglott: "Now as touching things 
offered unto idols [parenthesis to verse 41 we 
know that an idol is nothing in the world." 

Again, 1Kings15: 10-13 gives another mean­
ing to the word: "Horror, a cause of trembling." 
Note particularly the connection in verse 12 
with the Sodomites, compare also with our re­
marks upon Isaiah 1: 10-15. The Sodomites are 
there spoken of, and again in Revelation 11: 8, 
truly a cause of trembling. 

Psalm 106: 36-39: "A cause of grief." 
Psalm 115: 1-8: "Silver and gold, the work of 

men's hands." Truly the idols of Christendom 
can be easily traced here. Verse 8 also shows 
the effect: "They that make them are like unto 
them." Their particular characteristics are enu­
merated in the intermediate verses. Notice in 
verse 4 the word idols which now reads: "Their 
causes of grief are silver and gold, the work 
of men's hands." Again, Zechariah 13: 2: "And 
it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord 
of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the 
causes of grief, [precious promise] and they 
[the idols] shall no more be remembered." The 
names can be easily identified hy reference to 
Hcr:ea 2: 16, 17. 

In 2 Kings 23: 5 the meaning of the word is 
"ascetic," i. e., one who retires from the world 
and devotes himself to a life of severe, self-

denying discipline. Josiah did away with these. 
1 Samuel 15 : 23: .Means "Household idols, 

healers, stubbornness," i. e., unreasonably ob. · 
stinate, fixed in opinion, obstinately resisting 
command. This is evidently what the apostle 
Paul meant in Ephesians 4: 17-19. 

WORSHIP OF FALSE GODS 

Now let us return to the three views of idol~ 
a try: First the worship of false gods. In Aots 
17 : 1 G, footnote (Emphatic Diaglott), distinc-- _ - ,. 
tion is made between those who met in the ' 
places of worship and those outside (see ver~e 
17); therefore we reason that the worship of 
false gods takes us outside of Christendom. 

The second phase or-idolatry takes us inside 
of Christendom, "Those who know him." These 
are evidently pictured in 1 Corinthians 10: 1-7. 
Verse 11 says "types; verse 21 makes our po­
sition very clear; verse 20 gives us instruction 
to have no fellowship with them; we must not ' 
have secret longings and lookings back to the 
time before ·we were illuminated when we were 
receiving our refreshment, not from the Lord'"s 
cup, but from the devil's cup. . -

2 Kings 18: 4 speaks of the brazen serpent · :~ 
being set up as an idol. This reminds us of ~,~ 
"relic won;hip." King Hezekiah gave it ita · 'l~~-
proper name, and had it destroyed. ~ 

-- . ·with these thoughts before us let us read · c 

:Mark 7: 7, 8, placing the thoughts on the first ' ·-· 

~~~·i~~~~~~~'~v~;d;1;\~~~;~~i?s~d~~:i!e:s b:o~~ _·_~-.-.·~.-1:.1.·.-.·~.:.-.·~ 
secrated ground for burial, forgetting that the --·, 
earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereon ;:"~. 
Consecrated ground is more expensive in our -- ·~ 
districts in England, if you are Roman Catholic · .. _·.~ .. _.•.·~.:.,.·~.'"-·.~: 
or Protestant. A non-conformist is excluded· _ -"'-
from this privilege. 

·what about the poor fellows buried in the. 
trenches, .the sailor buried at sea? When viewed 
from the light of reason we come to the con~ 
clusion, it is all consecrated humbug-includ­
ing infant baptisms, and their many forms and 
ceremonies. I can . .quite enter into the prophet 
Isaiah's feelings as expressed in the first chap-
ter of his prophecy. . ..• _ 

There is yet another view to take into co~~· 
sideration which is more subtle and brings the 
sub;j('et of i<lolatry very near to our own per­
sons-inordinate attaehment to earthly things. 
See Colossians 3; 5, Emphatic Diaglott. 
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"Put to death therdore those members on the 
earth." 

1. Fornication: -what is meant by this? 
Matthew 15: 19, 20: Clrarly shows it to be a 

wrong condition of heart. 
Galatians 5: 19: A \vork of thr flesh. 
Revelation 2: 21: The spiritual applicatiou of 

this word which can be summarizr(l as fol­
lows: A church in a \\-rong ('Ondition of 
heart through \rnrks of the fh'"h; this can 
be seen in the union of chnreh and stat0. 

2. Impurity: Un('lean, not pure.---Hab. 1: 13. 
': • -~,, 3. Passions: Inordinate affl'<·tin11:'. 

-' · . 4. Evil desire. 
-·{). Inordinate lust, covetou:c:m•s:-:, gret~din0ss; 

_,the cause of these is self-pre:-:z~rvation, 1Yhich is 
-: idolatry. 

· Read carefully verses 6-17: ('Bowds of irn~r­
, -Cies" may mean, from our most kndc>r and in­

'.~,- nermost parts, something yon cannot put off, 
. or wear only on Sundays; sho·wing how our 

·:'.very heart sentiments must be part of onr very 
'-~being. 

BEASTS AND Il\-lAGES 

What may now be said of the inwg-r and the 
beasts of Daniel 1 The former shows the nature 

-silver and gold, the work of rnc11's hands and 
the causes of grief, void of those bowels of mer­
eics; no te11der affections; the latter the char­
ad<·r, lwa:-:tly. Revelation brings to our atten­
tion tlw hPnst that rose up ont of the sea show­
illg in symbol U1e growth of Papacy out of dis­
ordn(•<l Pagan Horne. Another beast comes up 
out of the t•arth, a fitting symbol of the greatest 
TI:rnpin· on Eart11. The image reminds us of our 
secoml commandment: we must not bow down 
to any image. 

This suh;jc>ct of idolatry is so large and has 
so m:rny flpgn•es of fine differences, as to make 
it a heart-s<•:ffehing study. ·we conclude by 
1(~:1':in,£'.' thP n·a<for to use his spiritual appre­
he11sion to search the Scriptures to see if these 
thi11;~·s are so, search the heart to find iniquity 
Jodµing there. Agnin we find our sphere of ex­
pr<'ssion <1efwic>nt and ask the Lord, How can I 
be free i'rnm finch a subtle sin as idolatry1 His 
answer eorncs: "11hou shalt love [worship] the 
Lord thy (;od with all thy heart, and with all 
thy son!. ,11Hl with all thy mind, and with all thy. 
stn·11g1h." ''Him only shalt thou worship." 

111 otlH·r words, remember our consecration, 
rerww it Pach day and line up to our present 
privil(·ges. 

The Golden Rule Hy I. H. Alford 

: JNDUSTRIAL and political economists of the 
·'- present day in focir fancied wis(1orn, (kdare 
?:Jhe Golden Rule to he impracticable, an<l apply 

the epithet of luuatic to any one ·who insists 
_ .on urging the recognition o I' ;rny such gowrn­
::ing principle in every-day affairs. fltill, they 

-1} do not attempt to set up any arp:nnwnt denying 
:-.the soundness of such a rulc--they merely de-

-. clare that "it won't \vork." Snch e<"onomists 
:;must admit that the world l1as n0v1-r trie(1 the 
, Golden Rule. They must al~<o admit that the 

'rule of gold has, from the dawn of history been 
a proven failure. These diroetors of l111mm1 

~ ,affairs forget that it was ,frsns who, in the 
L1ight o.f repeated fni1nres urn1cr the tlwn anc1 

,;~;~·,no:w prevailing world program of inc1m'trial. 
: cBO<l~l, political au<l religious affairs, gave an­
~~~1;iouneement of a ne-w program based on the "ne\V 
='~~~andment" of love for one anotlwr. Is it 
~-::impracticable 1 Jesus said it. Is it lunacy 1 

;.Jesus of Nazareth gave His approval to snch a 
· [1W9gram. Are they willing to call Jesus a lmia­
\cwt 

Tl1e writer snp;ge:-ds that church members 
f'iJ11,·r t:.ke tl1eir religion seriously, and begin 
to pradi:-:e 1he admirable virtue of doing as 
they 1Yonll1 he done by, or else cease to pratli} 
of 1111~ illtrin;;:ic value of thiR Golden :ftule and 
junk ii, as tlH•y have already done with most of 
the ot11n sayings of Jesus. 

SELFISH JNTERESTS OPPOSE IT 

Selfish intc>rPsts are, and have ever been, the 
only protc~h·rn ngainst the Golden Rule, and 
the:' nrc protesting londly today. To them the 
opc•ration of th(• Golden Rule would mean the 
cPsrntion forcnT of th0ir hitherto conceded 
praetiee rif piling np t11Pir millions of ill-gotten 
gnin:' in tlH' rnanip11lat!ons of the general af­
foi r~; of mnnki11d. J<iven now they vvould turn 
liai·k 111t> <1inl of tirnc to -pre-war conditions in 
on!<'r 1 hat they might continue tlieir plnnder. 

1.Vhen Cain, under the impn1se of jealous an­
ger, instigated by the adversary, slevv his broth­
er, and afterwards in justiiication of his c>rime 
denied beillg his brother's keeper, the trouble 
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had begun. This was manifestly the first "sow­
ing to the wind." Down through the ages, this 
plant of disregard-of-his-fellows has been in­
dustriously cultivated; and now the world is 
about to reap the "whirlwind of destruction." 
Proverbs 1: 24-33. 

Forgetting God, and denying any obligation 
to fell ow man appears to have been a potent 

. cause of the present deplorable state of human­
ity. Relief, therefore. may be found only in a 
renewal of covenant relationship with Jehovah, 
and a universal recognition of the virtue of the 
Golden Rule. The "Man of Galilee" sounded the 
keynote when He said: "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind, 
and strength; and thy neighbor as thyself." 
This is not only every-day plain, practical re­
ligion; but it is plain every-day common sense. 
It forms the only rational basis of operating 
the world's affairs at the present time. In pro­
portion as knowledge has increased ignorance 

. and superstition have waned, thus banishing 
the fear of man, be he warlord, prince, or em­
peror. The logical result has been, and will con­
tinue to be, rebellion against any power or gov­
ernment that either fosters or permits a condi­
tion of industrial operations whose machinery 
is so unbalanced as to produce from the same 
mill both millionaires and paupers. 

The common people are no longer in blissful 
ignorance of affairs, but are wide awake-dis-. 
tressingly so, in fact - and the great blunder -
many of our "statesmen" are making today is 
their apparent supposition that world affairs 
will finally adjust themselves as of yore. No 
greater mistake in diagnosis of present condi­
tions can be made. New thoughts breed new . 
ideals and new actions. The world's affairs 
must conform to a n~w program. It is written 
that in the days immediately preceding the in:.. 
auguration of this new order of earth's affairs 
"the wisdom of their wise [men] shall fail." 
With the present "handwriting on the walP' 
their failure is now manifest. Those now at the '' ···;j 
head of world affairs, having from time out of 
mind been the beneficiaries of special priyi­
leges growing out of the unequal distribution 
of the world's wealth, will be slow to recognize · 
the true import of the rising storm. 

--~~.~-- ::~:. -~ 

But it has been truly said that "man's e:it.:, 
tremity is God's opportunity." In the midst of; 
the trouble now prevailing, "the Sun of Right­
eousness will arise with healing in His beams." 
He is now completing the overthrow of the old 
order of selfishness which refuses to recognize 
that all men are endowed with the right to be 
happy, and will soon set in order the new r&- ~ · 
gime of "peace on earth, good will to men." 

"Rich and Increased with Goods" 

WE,RAVE at hand a paper called the West 
Yfrginian, from which we quote a few 

pli.ragraphs calculated to awaken thought of a 
different kind from what was anticipated by 
the hero of the occasion. One of the attendant 
circumstances was reported as the singing of 
a hymn entitled "Somebody Came and Lifted 
Me." It does not say whether this was before 
or after the lifting of the collection. The ac­
count of the sermon says, in part: 

"Holding in his hand a government bond for $100, 
Reverend Eddy called attention to the fact that the 
stability and strength of the government depended upon 
its ability to make good that bond. Re interpreted the 
resources of the government that guarantees the value 
of bonds issued ty it and applied this interpretation 
to the gift of i::alvation. 

" 'God,' he said, 'has infinitely greater resources for 
making good any promise He makes-resources that the 
human mind can scarcely compreheJld.' He said that if 

a man in the audience owned a hundred million dol• 
lars he would be too proud of himself to sit with the 
otht>r people~ 

"'foward the end of the sermon Reverend Eddy quo­
ted from Roger Babson, the most noted st.a.tisticia.n fu 
the United States, to show that the gift of salvation 
when received by the individual equips him to succeed • ,; 
financially. In support of this contention, Babson saya · 
that the people of this country last year made seventy 
billion dollars. Two-fifths of the people of the country 
or forty millions are church members, and these forty 
million people made four-fifths of the money. 

" 'If Babson doesn't convince you of the value of 
being a Christian,' said the preacher, 'then let Jesus 
Christ speak to you-"Seek first the kingdom of God . ~· 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be added- _­
unto you.' " - : • 

"In response to the invit.a.tion, several went forward:.":;:: 
to the altar to express their determination of acceptijig ·,:o 
salvation." 

\' 



STUDIES IN THE "HARP OF GOD" 

m 'Vith issue Number GO we began running .Judge Hntherford's new book, 
"The Harp of Got!", with accompanying qtwstions, taking the place of both 
Advanced an<l Juvenile Bi hie Studies which have b(•e11 hitherto publishetl. 

98Then "the angel of the Lord called unto 
.. , -Abraham the second time, and sai<l, By myself 
- ·have I sworn, saith the Lord, for becanse thou 
;- .. ha~t done this thing, and hast not withheld thy 
·· son, thine only son: That in hlcssing I ·will bless 

thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seetl 
.·.as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand 
\which is upon the sea shore; and tlty seed shall 
.- possess the gate of his enemies; a!l(l in thy sped 
··:_:shall all the nations of the earth be hlessed; lie-
' C,ause thou hast obeyed my voice.''-Genesis 22: 
t15:-18. 

99ln this wonderful picture Ahrnham 1Ya.s a 
·. type of J chovah, -while Isaac 1rns a type of J e­
: 'sus, the beloved Son of .T ehovah. Ahraham's 
;_offering his beloved son 011 tlu• altar, pielnre<l 
~- how God in due time would o ('fr•r His on h· he­

,._.c:, loved Son as a great sacrific<~ that mankiml 
f ~::might he redeemed from rlcnth anr1 have an op­
~~·J>ortunity to live. Abraham dicl not, as irnl<>P<l 
c·he could not, understand God's purposPs, for 
- the reason that Jehovah did not ren:al Uwm to 
· ;~ him; but he knew that God had here made a 
-· .. covenant with him and bound it with His oath; 

_and that lw tlwse hrn ePTtni11 mid nnclrnng(:nlile 
.;. things, Hi~ word and His oath, God would carry 
·:,.-out His covenant iu due tilile, and tltat covenant 

oath, and is therefore properly called a unilat­
ernl or one-sided covenant; for the reason that 
God's purpose was and is-to carry out His plan 
to bless the human race, rep;ardlPss of \\·hat any­
one may or rnay not do. Tlwru was no need for 
Hirn to make any conditions to the covenant. 
lfo merely announced His benevolent purpose 
tmnlrd rnankirn1. Tlte covenant does not even 
say that the bk~ssing of the people will follow 
upon the condition that Abrnham should do a 
certain thing, Or that the pPople should Seek 
Him. 'rhe covenant docs not say that every 
TK!L'on will be lil(~ssccl with life everlasting; but 
it dqcs say that all the families of the earth 
sJ;nll lie l1l0ssed, which means that every one 
nrn:~t in Go<l's dnc time have a fnll, fair oppor­
tunity for lifo everlasting. It means, further­
more, that in Cod's due time knowledge will be 
]Jro11g·ht to nll in on1Pr that every one may avail 
him•df of the opportunity thus provided for 
li 1·(._ J t means, fmthermore, that assistance will 
he giv<'ll to every one, tlmt he may profit by this 
hl(":"P<1 opporhrnity; and all who prove their 
loy~ilt:' under tlie test that will come by reason 
of it will he granted life everlasting. 

QUESTIONS ON "THE HARP OF GOD" 
·:~c~would result in the blessing of all the families 
.~. and nations of earth. l:(·p:·;!i Co,1'~ promise to Ahraham at the time of his 

· · · 100The word covenant means contract; and it ofTniug of h;:nc. 11 !JS. 
-··:-Js the solemn form for expressing' a compact, \\'holll did c\lmilinm typify in thi8 offering? and of 

\1·l10m 11 a.~ hnnc a type? 11 ~l!l. 
-~greement, or contract between parties, or par- \Hat did ilir offering of I~n.ac picture? 11 99 . 

... ticularly on the part of one wherehy he prom- I lid .\brnlwm miderstand the full meaning of God's 
7}ses to do a certain thinb()"· \.Vith .fohovah a coVf~- · ? n pr«lll Ic0. 1 99. 
;nant or a contract is sacred ancl inviolat(', 11e- \'.Lat i~ tlw rrwa11i11g of the word "covenant"? 11100 • 

. ~Ytfause Jehovah changes not. (l\falachi 3: G) 1 lav- How dn"~ Go<l regard His covenants? Give Scriptural 
. fog promised it, He will fulfill it. (Ifohre1\-s G: prnof. TI 100. 

' .18) It is always necessary that thr~re be two l fow rnnny partir~ are required to make a covenant? 
;~parties to a contract. There may h more. TI' 100. 

<,,Where one party only is hound to do a cm·tain \rhnr• only onr party is boun<l, what kind of cove-

·'--~hing that contract is callerl unilateral, or 011e- rnrnt i~ it? 11 JOO. 
~c-~ided; and where both parties are bound to per- \\'lwre both pm·tics are bound to perform certain 

..,.. - ·· thing~, thrn "·hat <lo we call the covenant? 11 100. 
&1.,~~form certain th~ngs, the contract is callr•rl bi- Why 1rn~ <lo<l's co.-enant with Abraham a one-sided 
~( ·Jatera}, Or tWO-Slded. COi 0rnmt? n 101. 

.,, _mJt will be observed that this oathbound Wbat is the importaut 8tatcment of the Abrahamic 
;: -covenant that ,Jehovah made ·with Abraham con- CO\'C'Jlant or promi8e? n 101. 
'.ctairi~d no conditions or limitations, but wns Whom will the Abraharnic covenant ultimately affect? 

... '~rely a promise of Jehovah bound by His 11 101. 
·- 703 
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How will you employ your 
vacation rest moments? 

Lax and insipid, weather too hot r 
Your vacation is to supply the much 
needed relaxation. 

And vet time is too valuable to let 
fly wi.thout employing it. 

True, the vacation pleasures are not 
to be marr1•d by the platitudes of 
the reformer. 

Light reading, constructive in 
nature and idealistic in object, 
is a part of every well planned 
vacation. 

A lecture sHies on thir­
teen different subjects 
is in progress near your 
summer resort. 

The Lectures are a part 
of the HAnP BrnLE STullY 
CounsE of home reading. 
"Tl1« Harp of God," a worlt 
of 3S.-!: pages, is used as 
the text book. 

A reading assignnwnt is 
mailed weekly, allotting 
an hour's reading. 

A self-quiz card 
asks twenty ques-
tions. You examine 
yourself, hut do 
not submit written 
answers. 

"A 60 minute reading Sundays" 

I. B. S. A. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Enclosed find G8c. Send the IIARP BIBLB STUDY 
CorRSE complete to 

Advise address of lectures to be given at 




