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A Probe at the Farming Probiq:m

-JT IS a pitiful commentary on the wisdom of
4 mankind that when America has greater
erops than ever before known there are almost
sure to be twice as many people in the land in
need of food as there are when the crops are
small. This has worked out after this fashion
so many times that one United States congress-
man has made the statement in print that he
does not know how the farmers of the country
would get along if it were not for the pests that
ruin portions of the crops every year.

The production of food in the United States
is not decreasing; it is increasing. The average
grain, potato, peach, pear and apple prodaetion
per year from 1911 to 1915 inclusive was 5,820,-
510,000 bushels, while for 1919 it was 6,183,171,-
000 bushels. In 1920 the production. was un-
precedented, the combined yield of the ten
principal crops running thirteen percent above
the average for the five vears preceding; and
the ecorn erop was so large that it did not pay
to gather it, and yet in Connecticut hundreds
of school children are starving.

Since 1916 the value of the agricultural
output of the United States, expressed in terms
of that wobbling thing which we call the dollar,
has each vear exceeded twenty billion dollars.
In 1919 the total was nearly twenty-five billion
dollars: hut in 1920, with larger crops, the value
was estimated at $19,856,000,000, or $5,105,-
000,000 below the total for the preceding year.

In the month of May, 1920, a general scare
.was sent -ont through all the papers of the
country that owing to the shortage of farm
labor there was a practical certainty that the
whole country would be faced with a food short-
age. As late as June 15th the publisher of
Farm, Stock and Home, of Minneapolis, was
urging the conscription of farm lahor, so that
the food supply of the country should not be
menaced ; and on the same date the then gover-

nor of New York State appointed-a Farm Labor
Committee having as part of its mission “the

economic problem confronting the farmer, in

order that there may be a fuller production of

food stuffs”.

Within a few weeks from that time farmers
all over the country were complaining that
they had lost money on their season’s work,
and if they had been able to secure all the help .
desired their losses would have been greater.
In Alabama the farmers in 1920 harvested
four hundred thousand tons more of the com-
modities which feed and clothe the world than
they did the previous year, and received $128,-
436,000 less for their work. -

Farm Values and Incomes

NCLE SAM’S farmers own one-third of the

nation’s total wealth. The value of farm
property is now estimated as in excess of eighty -
billion dollars, which is five times the value of
all the railroads, twenty times the value of the
iron and steel industry, and forty times the
value of the textile industry. This farm value
has increased sixty-five percent in the past five
years and fivefold in twenty vears, expressed
in terms of the dollat, which wobbles with every
wobble of the stock market.

It is generally conceded that, barring fire or
other calamity, the farmer is more sure of his
home, food, clothing and rcasonable comfort
than any other worker; and vet the farmers
themsclves, and many others on their behalf,
do not regard farmers as properly paid, when
the investment and the labor are taken into
consideration. . A

The average returns on the farmer’s invest-
ments increased from four percent in 1913 to
seven percent in 1918, which was the farmer’s
banner vear; and the farmer’s cash reward,
over and above the products of the farm used
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by his fmuil_\;,.was less than five hundred dol-

_lars per year for the period. This about equalled

the average annual income of the industrial
workers for the same period. Government tig-
. ures for 1918 showed that the average net labor
income of all-the farmers for that year, includ-
ing all the members of the-farmer's family, was
twelve hundred dollars. )

Detailed figures of farm ineomes cowmpiled
by the Department of Agriculture in twenty-
eight representative sections of the United
States shows that the average Ainerican farmer
cleared $9.61 per week for his own toil. On
one hundred typical Indiana farms the farmer
averaged for seven years an annual wage of
$538, after allowing five percent for capital in-
vested and giving his tamily the produce they
directly consuined on the place. In Wiseonsin
a group of experienced farmers made a study
of their neighborhood, and canie to the con-
clusion that every capable, inrustrious man in
the neighborhood acconmulated ten thousand
dollars more of property every ten vears.

Capitalists in other lines can show much
greater returns than this, but workers cannot;
and nothing is gained by pointing out that the
average wage of the farmer is less than half
the average wage of carpeaters, hrieklayers
and other skilled eity workmen, The latter must
spend a fourth of their wages, or more, for
a rvof over their heads, and another fourtly, or
more, for the food which the rariier raises on
his place, so that the net result is about the
same, except that the farmer ecan accumulate
property and does do so.

Comparing the farmers with other capitalists
it is very evident that they do not ohtain ade-
aquate returns on their investments as corapared
with what others receive. There is scarcely any
other large industry in the conntry that has not
brought forth large fortunes for =or:e of the
most energetie in it, vet the intelligent handling
of a farm a!fords as great an opportunity for
executive ability as is needed in a mercantile
or manufacturing business, and a much greater
_opportunity for hard work.
~ In the year 1919 three hundred and fifty

thousand corporations in the United States
inade net profits twentyv-five times greater than
that of the seven million farmers. It took five
hundred farmers to make as much as one of
these corporations. The profit of one coal com-

pany during the World War was 7,856 percent.

Farm Losses in 1920
IN 1920 the average farmer lost over a thou-

sand dollars on his crop. The crops were the .

most castly to produce in American history but
when they were marketed the prices offered
were thirty-three percent-below what they were
at planting time. The sudden drop has left the
farmer with a heavier burden of debt than he
has carried for a long time, and it is said

that about one-fourth of them are virtually

hankrupt.

Much of what the farmer raises is fed to his-

stock. The balance which he eould sell for cash
brought him about sixteen billion dollars in
1919, but in 1920 this amount was decreased
by five and one-half billion dollars; and if the
decrease in the value of live stock products be
taken into consideration the farmers suffcred
a setback in 1920 amounting to eight billion
dollars. Most of this huge loss has been ab-
sorbed in profits by middlemen before the ulti-
mate consumer was reached, so a considerable
part of the farmer’s capital and credit has been
transferred to those who already have too many
favors at the hands of those who have capital
to supply and credit to extend. '

With one-third of the country engaged in
aariculture, the rest of the country does twelve
and one-half times as much “business”, much
of it consisting in swapping the farmer’s prod-
uets back and forth, always at a profit, and
seldom to his advantage or to the advantage
of those who must.eat or wear what the farmer
produces. B

So severe were the 1920 losses that in Texas,
Kansas, Illinois and Iowa the percentage of

~ decreased valuation of farm property amouited

to between forty and for(y-ﬁve percent. Lands
in the Mississippi delta which brought 34U
an acre but a little niore than a year ago are
now selling for $100 an acre, and mules which

then brought $250 can now be bought for $73. .

There is some danger that in 1921 these losses
may actually produce the food shortage which
was predicted for 1920. Farmers can hardly
be blamed for not wanting to lose the increased
value of their lands by produe¢ing crops at a
loss; and as the farmer can always produce
enough to keep himself and his family, he has
it within his power to create a situation more
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terrible in posesibility than it is in probability.

Competition from Abread ‘

IT IS a new experience for the American
farmer to find his own market invaded; but

the invasions have been 30 serious that during

the first eight months of 1920 the import of

foodstuffs was alinost exactly the same as the

export, and in the month of August the imports

-actually exceeded the exports to the amount of
. $55,900,000. This means that the high prices

roling here attracted agricultural produets
from other countries to such an extent as to
make the foreign markets of American farmers"
valueless to them.

For the fiscal year ending June;, 1920, the
United States imported the equivalent of twen-
ty-five million bushels of unshelled peanuts. It
is estimated that in the year 1920 the southern
farmers lost from twelve million to fifteen mil-
lion dollars due to the importation of uts
from China. It goes without saying that the
farmers of the south are no more able to com-
pete with coolie labor than is any other in-
dustry.

In July, 1920, one steamship brought into
New York more than four million pounds of
Danish butter, and for a long time it came at
the rate of a million pounds a week. This is the
more remarkable, coming from Denmark, be-

- oause at the close of the war she had few cows,

not having been able to raise enough feed for
them, or to buy it from the United States during
the war. All this recovery has taken place in
two years.

During the winter just past it cost $1.23 per
barrel for the Maine potato growars, in the fa-
mous Aroostook district, to land their potatoes
in New York, while Holland potato growers
placed them on the dock in New York for
tweniy-five cents a barrel. In the sams winter
months four hundred carloads of finest lemons
were dumped into a gulch near Los Angeles
because they could not compete in price with

-~the lemons of southern Europe. The freight

charges killed all prospects of selling these
lemons even at cost.

One reason why the American farmer is now -

in trouble is that, theoretically, he has a free-
trade market to sell in, all of his products being
sold at a price which enables them to compete
in the world’s markets with the competitive

products of pauper countries. But aotually, in S

1920, he had no foreign markets at all, as we
have seen, and was at the greatest possible
disadvantage because his own natural market
in the United States was invaded.

The only good his foreign market did in 1920
was to fix for his products a price so low that
he could not sell them for enough to pay for
raising them. Then he had the double disad-
vantage that everything he needed to purchase
was bought in a lanC which has now for its .
manufactured articles the highest prices of any
country in the world. Protection has protected
the manufacturer in America, but it has not
protected the farmer. To this we must add the
further fact that the farmer has had to pay the
highest prices for labor, due to the scale of
wages fixed for the protected manufacturing
industries.

During the years 1918 and 1919 the prices
of farm lands throughout the country went up
and up; and those who bought farms during
those years, at three hundred to four hundred
dollars per acre, are faced with ruin unless the
farms were bought outright for cash. At the
prices agreed upon the new owners can never
hope to pay for them, and the holders of mort-
gages on such investments have almost as much
to worry about as the ones who did the pur-
chasing.’

Improved Farm Acreage
F THE total land area of the United States
twenty-five percent is improved, ten per-
cent is arable forest or cutover land, three per-
cent is swamp land which needs to be drained
before it can be used, two percent is irrigable
land, four percent is improved land other than
wood land, twenty percent is adapted to forest-
ry but not to general agriculture, thirty-two
percent is suitable for grazing purposes, two
percent is desert and two percent has been used
for city lots and railroad rights of way.

The improved farm acreage of today is 293
percent of what it was sixty-filve years ago. In
1920 it was divided into 6,449,998 farms, rang-
ing in value from six dollars an acre for graz-
ing lands to eight hundred dollars an acre for
highly developed orchards and truck gardens.

But there is an ugly side to this matter of
improved acreage. One-half the onoe tilled 1and
in New York and New Fmngland now lisa idle.
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Those who first farmed these lands sold the
fem.hty off without replacing a.nythmg, the low
prices obtained for their products not enabling
them to purchase the needed fertilizer. =

The recent census showed a net decrease of
one hundred thousand farms in New York,
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois and. Michigan. There are twenty-nine
thousand abandoned farm houses in Qhio as

compared with eighteen thousand a year ago,

and seven men leave the farm every year to
one that returns to it. This is a serious situ-
ation. In Iowa there are 3,732 fewer farms
than ten years ago, but there are 44,071 more
in \Iontana, showing the drift of the farming
population toward new lands. In the year 1920
eight and three-fourths percent of the farms of
Michigan were wholly 1dle, with 30,300 of the
houses abandoned.

Tenant Farmers Increasing
N ONE county in Illinois twenty percent of
the farms are owned by men who have never
seen them, and who live on the Atlantic sea-
board. They toil not, neither do they spin, and
Solomon never had a softer time in his palmi-
est days. Any improvements on these farms
must be made by the renter himself. Sixty per-
cent of the farmers of Towa are tenants, most
of them paying an annual rental of twenty dol-
lars an acre. Unless these farmers make plenty
of money they cannot get along: yet in 1920
they raised wheat at a cost of $1.8S and sold it

- at $1.45 a bushel, and raised corn at 73 cents,

which they sold at 45 cents.

Of the farms in the Mis ssissippi valley 60 per-
cent are worked by tenants; and DeKalh Coun-
ty, Illinois, has 72 percent. Sumner Counnty,
Kansas, has 55 percent of tenants. In Missis-
sippi 66.1 percent of the farmers of the state

-are tenants; in“Georgia 65.6 percent; in Sounth

Carolina 63 percent. Of the land in South Caro-
lina 68.7 percent lies idle. Negro owners operate

cent of all farins are operated hy tenants and
9.3 percent more by lessees, so that nearly half
the land under tillage iz bheing worked by per-
sons other than the owner.

Soil ownership is the foundation of social
order. Take the land away from ths people, and
you have another Mexico. WWhen a man owns

Taking the’

property he is not inclined to turn Bolshevik.
Lenine and Trotsky lost the support of the
farmers in Russia as soon as they divided up
the great estates among them. This is an eco-
nomie law which other laws cannot change. It
is inborn in luman nature. These conditions
make it highly desirable, if not necessary, that
tenants should be able to get out of debt in a
reasonable time and become owners of farms
on their own account.

A tenant does not feel at home on another
man's land. Unless he has the prospeet of own-
ing the farm which he leases he has no induce-
ment to build up and maintain the soil of the
farm. IT he cannot make money he has no per-
manent interest in the upbuilding of a com-
munity, ane hence is rot so good a citizen as
an owner. In some sections the net rcturn on
farm lands is only threé percent: and it is an
impossibility for a farmer who is in debt to
make enough to lift the mortagage, or even to .
pay the interest on the mortgage already ex-
isting, without' cutting into his capital. The
present outlook for tenant farmers becommg
owners is not bright. ) ‘

Wheat Costs and Prices )

N THE vear 1915 the countries of the world

producing more than fifty million bushels
of wheat each were as tollows, in the order of
their production: United States, Russia, Cana-
da, India, France, Austro-Hungary, Italy, Ar-
gentina, Germany, Spain, Roumania, Great
Britain and Twurkey. The United States and
(Canada together produce one-third of the wheat
of the world. ‘

Not all of the United States is. as favorably
situated for the production of wheat as North
Dakota. In that state, during the past fourteen
years, by means of crop rotation, good seed and
good cultivation, the increase in wheat produe-
tion per acre has been fifty-four percent, and
they have made some prolit even in bad years.
Eleven vears” data on farms at Bathgate, Lari-
more, Hoople, Portland Junction and Wahpe-
ton, North Dakota. all in the Red River valley,
show that the average annual income at these
places, exclusive of auy cost for land rental or
interest on the investment, was $16.32 per acre
per vear. This is the interest at six percent on
land worth $272 per acre. -

The Government investigated the cost of pro-
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ducing the 1919 wheat crop on {81 farms scat-
tered widely over the wheat-producing areas,
and found the average cost to be $2.15 per

"bushel. In that year the Govermment was guar-
- anteeing the farmers a price of $2.26 per bushel,

and at that price one-half of the farmers who
raised wheat raised it at a loss. On twenty of
the 481 farms the cost of raising was over five
dollars per bushel. On two of them it was less
than one dollar per bushel. :

‘Farmers have taken wide notice of the fact
that there is a great disparity between what
they reccive for their wheat and what others
receive. A Senator in Washington made calon-
lations which showed that when the farmer was
getting $8.37 for the wheat in a barrel of flour,
the niiller was getting $12.70 for the same
wheat, the baker was getting $38.70 and the
Washington hotel-keeper $387.

Another Senator ecaleulated that a 196-lb.
barrel of flour produces three hundred sixteen-
ounce loaves of bread owing to the water, salt
and other ingredients used; and his figures

owed that when a barrel of flour is made
into bhakers’ bread the farmer receives one-

fourth of the retail price of the bread, while

the ofher three-fourths go to elevator men,
millers, jobhers, wholesalers, bakers and re-
tailers. In the year 1920, a most disastrous
year for wheat growers, the Northwestern flour
mills made profits of 44.7 perceut, and during
the preceding five years their average annual
profits were 24.4 percent.

*Fixing’’ the Price of Wheat
THE price of wheat is “fixed” in Liverpool
and Chicago. Theoretically the price is what
it is because a fairly constaut supply, from both
the Northern and Southern hemisphieres and
from wide ranges of climate, is pouring into
the markets of the world, the chiefest of which
is Liverpool, the principal port of entry for the
world’s greatest consnmer.

The l.mted States produces a sulplus of
wheat. Theoretically that surplus is sold in
Liverpool at auction, and the price which it
brings is the going price for all the wheat raised
in the United States. Various things conspire,
however, to prevent the carrving out of this
theory without more or less interference.

The American farmer is a long way from his
Liverpool market. Not merely is he confronted

with the fact that transportation and elevator
charges are all subtracted from the amount
which gets back to him, and that he has limited
means for controlling any of these charges, hut
he is peculiarly helpless as respects the Liver-
pool price. If arrived at by a conference in
which he was in some way represented he could
have more confidence in it. The prices are real-
ly fixed hy great financial interests that have a
controlling “say” in governmental affairs.

"Even in normal times it has been learned that
surplus manufactured goods have been sold in
foreign countries below cost, while the very
highest prices were charged for the same goods
here in America. The knowledge of this faect,
and the certainty that he has paid the high
prices for the manufactured goods sold in the
American market, makes the farmer wonder
whether perhaps the same principle may not
be working in the case of the wheat surplus,
except that in this instance there is no way of
holding up the domestic price.

During the years of the war the price of
wheat was admittedly fixed by collusion he-
tween the governments involved, and arbitrari-
ly fixed in such a way as to encourage wheat
production in Britain and to take into account
the increased costs iu the United States as
compared with Australia, and even with Cana-
da. In 1917, when the government-fixed price
of British wheat was $2.24 per bushel, the price
of Australian wheat landed in Britain was 72
cents less per bushel. The knowledge of this
difference was kept from Australian growers
by means of the censorship.

At one and the same time, when the British
Government was paving $2.40 per bushel to
American wheat growers, it was paying bhut
$2.20 to Canadian farmers and as low as 96
cents to $1.14 per bushel to Australian farmers.
The compensation of the Australian rfarmers
was kept down by juzgling the freight rate,
which, 45 cents per bhushel between Australia
and England according to the British Blue
Book, by a system of bockkeeping on the part
of the Australian government was made to ap-
pear as if 96 cents.

American gmelnmental-control of prices of,
wheat and flowr was relinquished at ‘"o end of
May, 1920, and straightway the prie  § wheat
fell. From July first to Novewmber firs. (ne price
dropped from $2.53 per bushel to #1.88. The
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explanation offered for this is that the world
has not the purchasing power tbo buy $3 wheat,
and that Britain diverted her wheat orders to
Australia, India and the states along the Dan-
ube, whenever possible, where she could get
more for’her money than in the United States.
- The key price to farm products is the wheat
price. As wheat goes, so go all products of the
farm. Corn and oats fall, if wheat falls, and
rice, cotton, tobacco, and finally garden prod-
uce slip down the price hill. A special attack
was made on wheat in 1920, which by a hidden
fraud rapidly depressed the price. Like other
international products the lowest price in the

international market is the price for the whole-

world.” Wheat comes largely from India, Rus-
sia—formerly—Hungary, Argentine, Australia,
New Zealand, and the United States. If the
price of wheat could be forced down in one of
thexe markets the others would follow.

It happens that in the Argentine wheat mar-
ket there are practically ouly five large buyers,
England, Franee, [lolland, Germany and Bel-
wium, whe deal through five firms, which control
ahsolutely the Argentine market. If the rela-
tively small amount of wheat from Argentine
could be foreed down in price, the immense
'm the United States would fall. So
these v ecountries conspired to foree down
Argentiie wheat. For dayvs at a time they would
coneeris v stay out of the Argentine market,
and from lack of demand the wheat offered
there con those days would drop in price as
much as six to nine cents a bushel. At the
same time the bnyers of these countries re-
frained rom buyving in the great Chicago mar-
ket for wheat, thus ercating a situation in that
market peculiarly suseeptible to a low foreign
price. Thus by fraud under the lead of (treat
Dritain, the largest boyver in the great wheat
consniraey of 1920, the price received for wheat
by the American farmer was depressed with
unprecedented rapidity, and with it went the
other grains and the rest of farm produce, to
the ruin of Lhundreds of thousands of farmers
who got almost nothing for thexr crop but hard
work and a loss,

Thix 1oh was pulled off by uch men, and it
was to this class that the Apostle J'ames by
inspiration addressed these burning words: “Go
to now, ve rich men . . . Ye have heaped treas-
ure tozether [not to keep but] for the last days.

. . . Behold, the hire of the laborers who have

reaped down your fields [the farmers], which -

is of you kept back by fraud, crieth [for divine
vengeance] : and the cries of them which have
reaped [the farmers] are entered into the eara
of the Lord of Sabaoth” (Greek, armies—this
time the rich have done it once too often; God
is now paying attention to their trea.chery, and
the great armies of the Lord—the politically
embattled farmers and workers are already on
the march against their oppressors, determined
now that such- wrongs shall be no more for-

_ever).—James 5:1, 4.

Wheat Speculation
IN THE Chicago Board of Trade, in October,

1920, more wheat was sold than was raised
in the United States during the entire year, and
the corn erop was sold fourteen times in the
same place before a bushel of corn had reached
the markets. These speculators know just when
the farmer must sell, and they take advantage
of the farmer’s necessities to gamble away his
profits by trading in what are called “options”,
covenants to deliver a given quantity of grain
at a given price in some future month. Farmers
have under agitation plans ta prevent this op-
tion trading, a thing that was done of its own
volition by the Government during the war, and
until July 15th last.

The maintenance of the system of fixing the
price of the farmer’s products by gambling on
the stock exchanges results in low prices to the
farirer, high prices to the consumer, and an
easy living and vast profits for the speculators.
The system has its defendwrs. The dlaim is
made that the spceulator tends to stabilize
prices, and that fluctnatinus are always aienter
in markets where there is no corganiziol speeu-
lation. For example, it is pointwl ottt 'git in
T.ondon, in 1333, before the dayvs of 3« u:.l> Nt
Trade, wheat sold for ten xhillings a bushel,
and that the following year, on aceount of un-
usually large crops, it sold for ten pence a
bushel. The devil never hesitates to go back
six hundred years, or longer if nceessary, to
find some excuse to justify -his \atamc ma-
jesty’s way of doing thinzx.

Saving Some of the Profits
T IS evident that some one must hold the
bulk of any crop untl it is consumed, and
the farmers claim that there is abundant evi-
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"~ Jdence that the wheat erop could not have been

in more unscrupulous hands than the gang of
gamblers and “bankers” that have heretofore
“direeted its dispowrition. It is their claim that
the age-old custom of rushing farm products to
the market has playved into the hands of the
speculators who, having torced prices to_the
lowest point, stocked up heavily. Then, as the
prices advanced, they received the profits which
the farers had been previously forced to lose.
These speculators are always ready to advanee
. their prices after they have the crops in their
hands, but only the most urzoent of reaxons can
cause a reduetion of ever ro little. -
An evidence that therve iz money in holding

© back wheat until the time for cousumption has

arrived ix afforded by the tact that in nwnerous
instauees where farmers have gone in together
for coiperative grain cievators, the elevators
have made a yearly intervest of thirty to one-
hundred perecut on the investment.

Two of thie largest el vator svstems in Cana-’

da are owned and operated by filty-nine thou-
sand farm shareholders. These are the United
,Grain (irowers and the Saskatchewan Cooper-
-ative Elevator Cowpanies. In addition, the
Dominian Government has storage elevators
with a capacity of eleven million bushels.

Throuzhout the distriets served by these

seven hundred coiperative elevators, the
farmer first brings in his wheat and receives a
ccertain price. [ater in the vear, as the price
becomes more definitely fixed, he gets a little
more: and at the end of the vear he gvts the
balance. By this method the man who raises
the wheat gets the full price for it, instead
of havipz the profits diverted to the pockets
-of speculators.
_ Farners of the United States have now taken
up this matter of endporative elevators in earn-
est, with prospeets ot intcresting developments
within the next year or two. Such an clevator
coumpany was organized at Twin Falls, Idrho.
Octoher 11, 1920, and doubtless in scores or
hunlreds of other places.

Meantime, the farmers have undertaken to
accomnlish something by going at things in a
cruder and less effeetive way. In North Dakota
twenty-three banks were foresd to sit down

and wait quictly, with elosed doors, until the

farmers got ready to secll their wheat, which,
at the time of our information. they were re-

“vantage of

fusing to part with for less than - $2.50 per
bushel.- ' .

At the end of December, 1920, seventy per-
cent of the farmers of Nebraska were still
holding to their wheat, waiting for a three
dollar price. There is a risk in all this, howevsr,
alung with the chanee for a profit; for as soon
as Canada, - Australia, Argeuntine and other
wheat-produeing countriés find an artifieially

‘good market created by the withbolding of

American wheat, they are hound to take ad-
the situation to rush their own
products into the void. :

In Kansas, in Deceniber, there were seventy-
seven million hushels of wheat stored, waiting
for a better price. It makes tlie heart ache for
the promized kingdom of (vod to read that at
that same time twenty million people were
starving in China, parents were zelling their
fourteen-year-old girls at tour to five dellars
vach, to be taken to the citiey and placed in
brothels: and a= they themselves lerft their piti-
ful hovels; to starve by the wayside elsewhers,
they were tyving their youuger children to the
trees :o that the little ones could not follow
them. We have starvation in New England, too.

People whe glibly quote, “God’s it Ilis hea-

ven, all's right with the world”, should use their
brains and learn that we are uow living in the
tinte of Satan’s kingdom, not Christ’s kingdom,
and that the whole trouble with the world is
that the Desire of all Nations is not yet in con-
trol. Dnt cheer un, the Dawn is near!
" Farmers who are tryving to extend their mar-
keting periods have good Biblieal authority for
the storace of food in times of plenty, as wit-
ness the story of Joseph, who <aved the surplus.
in the seven vears of plenty to last over the
seven vears of famine, As far as the consuiners
are concerned. they would he quite: as well
pleased. and their intere~ts quite as well cared
for, -if the stoving of grain were done by the
fariuers until the time of conzunption, as they
would if don=s by thoze financial interests which
have so abundantly proven in the reeent past
that they cannot be trusted in anythiing which
has to do with the welfare of the peopls or in
any staterients whatever that they malo Many
countrirx of the world are start of wheat, but
de not hinve the money to Fuv. This i3 trne of
Germauy, Austria and Armenia,
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Federal Reserve vs. Farmers

IN GorLpex Ace No. 37 we have discussed the
Banking and Pawnbroking question at quite
some length, and made ~ome reterenc. .
attitude of the Federal Roserve Bank toward
the farmers. It here seems advisable to extend
these remarks; for it scems evident that the
farmers will uever receive from this institution,
in carrying their products until the markets
are ready tor them, the assistance that has beeun
- and is beiug freely granted to the jobhers and
wholesalers after the farmers’ products are in
their hands.’

The Federal iwserve Bank ix a peivately-
owned institution controlled by Wall Street
bankers. Under the law the Secretary of the
Treasury is the chief officer of this svstem.
When in the winter of 1920-1921 the farmers
eame to the then Secretary of the Treasury,
asking his cousent to the principle that ware-
honse receipts, hased on the products of the
farmers, should be made the basis of credits
to be granted to the farmers by the Federal
Reserve system, he refused point blank, though
he consented that thiose same products, after
they had left the farmers’ hands, should be used
as the basis of credit to the plug-hat gamblers
and proliteers that have done so much to ruin
the world.

The Federul Leserve system was found ade-
quate for the financing of America and her
allies during the war, but credit to the farmer
has been restricted and the rate of discount
on farm produects has been raised. The banking
resources of the United States were statad by
the Comptroller of the Currency to be 353,079,-
108,000, and as America is the credit-reservoir
of the world it is passing strange that the tem-
porary support of credit on the pertectly liquid
assets of farm produce between harvest time

and time of need should be bevond its powers. .

The banks, including the Fedoral Reserve,
have profiteered all the time, and are still pro-
fiteering. More than a billion dollars was heing
loaned on Wall Street as call money at the very
time when the yeomanry of the great West were
vainly seeking to hold their produects a little
time for a better price. A crop represents a
whole year’s work to the farmer; and if he has
no eredit and has to dump all his. products on
the market at once, and take what is nffered

him at the time the price is lowest, he is treated
most unfairly.

The proposition recently made to transfer the
one hundred million dollars of profits of the
Federal Reserve Bank to the farm loan banks,
and thus aid the farmers, is like expecting a
man to get well by sucking the wound from
which he is bleeding to death, and then swal-
lowing the blood. To get the point of this re-
wark, take note that in Iowa and other western
states, in October, the banks were demanding
a twenty-five percent discount on farmers’ eight
percent notes.

Sinee the war the situation calls for more
money to the average man, and a greater dis-
tribution of money than ever before; and the
efforts of Big Business to force things back to
where they were before the war ean succeed
only in throwing farther out of joint conditions
which were already sufficiently disorganized.

The Federal Reserve Bank began the policy
of restriction of credit early in 1920, and the
business of the country went dewn before that
policy like a house of cards. It may be good
business to ruin the country’s business so that
the business of the country will not be ruined
by some other means, but there is a vague sus-
picion that the financial interests which secized
billions in profits during the war are now trying
to double those profits, already capitalized, by
making every dollar twice as valuable as it was
when the proﬁts were made.

Some of these men are frank in saymg that
the job was badly overdone. Some in the Fed-
eral Reserve seem to have sensed the same
thought. The Chicago branch of that institution
requested the tarmers of Iowa to accept their
losses and pay the Iowa bankers what was ow-
ing to them, because the Iowa banks were then
short of money and would be until the far mers
sold their grain and paid up.

The financial interests have the farmers at
their mercy in another way. There are three
groups of bankers in Wall Street who dominate
the 267,000 miles of railroad in this country.
These railroads wield a crushing power over
the farmer. They are now squeezing him as
never before. The rates are sky-high, so high
indeed that many shippers now send their
goods by truck rather than try to use the rail-
roads at all.

The War Finance Corporation might con-
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eeivably have been of some help to the farmers.

. At the. time it was dissolved it had in hand

. applications amounting to one-hundred million
dollars for the export of copper, steel, tobaceo,
cotton, coal and ships, backed by prominent
bankers of Italy and Czecho-Slovakia.

- Meat Costs and Losses
DU_BING the year 1920 all kinds of live stock
—horses, mules, cows, steers, sheep and
hogs — decreased in numbere in the United
" States, and the decrease in their values over
the previous year .was $2,250,000,000. Part of
this decrease is due to the fact that Europe
‘and America cannot afford to eat much meat,
and the American farmer could not therefore
afford to raise it; and part is due to the fact
that other countries are raising meat in larger
quantities than previously.

Before the war Brazl exported a.nnually les;
than two million pounds of meat; in 1919 it
exported two hundred and ﬁfty-one million
pounds.. Before the war British South Afriea
exported five hundred thousand pounds of meat;
in 1919 it exported forty-six million five lmn-
dred thousand pounds.

‘What is true of wheat is true of meat. The
farmers do not receive as large a proportion
of the consumer’s dollar as they should. There
are towns in the United States where there is
one meat dealer to every four hundred of the
population. These dealers take large profits
on their sales, and even at that can hardly ma.ke
8 living.

Five farmers,visiting Washington, D C.,inan
effort to have something done for the farmers,
paid eleven dollars for a modest meal con-
sisting of steak, potatoes, corn, bread, butter
and coffee,with no dessert and no tip; and when
thay came to figure it up found that the farmer
who had produced the food had received just
eighty-two cents of the amount. At that time,
" within a few miles of the capital, Virginia steers
were selling at eight cents a pound.
~ Reports of government experts showed that
-in DeKalb County, Illinois, only sixty miles
from the, plants of the mllhonalre packers of
Chicago, in the season of 1918-1919 only forty
percent of the cattle were produced at a profit,
while during the 1919-1920 season only five and
one-half percent were produced at s profit.

In Novemher a ship arrived in New York

r-

with one hundred and fifty thousand carcases
of New Zealand lamb at fourteen cents a pound,
which is less than the American farmer can
raise it for, and possibiy less- than the New
Zealand farmer himself ean raise it for. The
effect of that shipment, and the attendant cir-
cumstances, was that two thousand sheep sold
in the Chicago stockyards at a price which net-
ted the shippers only thirty-four cents a head,
and a farmer near Blaisdell, N. DX, who shipped
twelve sheep to the South St. Panl market re-
ceived a net return of three cents.for the twelve. '

On the demangd of the Government, and with
a view to lowering the eost.of living, the pack-
ers knoeked the: battom out of -the hog market
in the Fall of 1919, and theusands of American
farmers went bankrupt. This pliinghter of the
fafmers was followed hy.‘an ad¥snes of eloven
percent in the priee of. bacow. - During the
months that followed,. the retaikiprices of pork
and pork produets sstnally. advanced while the
wholesale price of pock djho hqof was falling
nearly one-half. .

In June, 1920, to show the. gmt that the profi-
teers had struck and werae. still keeping up, the
farmer was getting $5.50 per hundred less for
his pork than the year previous, and the retail
prices of ham were $3.00 per hundred more.
A farmer near Baltimore sold his pigs at seven-
teen cents per pound, and chops from these
same pigs were delivered to his own home and
charged at forty-five cents a pound. In January,
1921, hogs weighing two hundred pounds each
were being sold for nine dollars apiece.

As late as April, 1920, the farmers still had
great hopes of making money in meat. At that
time, in Villisca, Jowa, a pure-bred Poland-
China sow, which had been bought fifteen -
months previous for $265 was sold for $40,000.
It was a bad buy for the second purchaser.

Taking the Skin Off

HE Hide and Skin companies have been
taking hides of the farmers recently at a
price that is illuminating when we ponder over
the propaganda with which the country was
flooded only a little while ago to justify the
outrageous prices for shoes. A few illustrations
tell the story:
J. W. Patton, Rayville, Mo., sold a hide at
five cents per pound. The hlde brought him -
$2.80; for it weighed forty-six pounds. On the
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same day Mr. Patton had his shoes half-soled,
the leather weighing perhaps a pound, and paid
$1.40 for the joliWae wonder what Mr. Patton
" thought that night when he went home with his
ninety cents, his munificent reward for skinning
the cow and taking' the hide to market. -

" A vubscriber in Pennsylvania reports send-
ing a calfskin and a horsehide, both large, direct
to a tannery company. For these two hides he
received $2.50 net, after the expressage of $1.25
had heen deducted. Shoes ought to be cheap at
that rate.

We have before us an invoice or credit memo-
randum of the Southern Hide and Skin Com-
pany, Jacksonville, Florida, made out in favor
of J. W. Moffitt, Hallandale, Florida. It allows
five cents per pound for one green-salted hide,
ostensibly weighing thirty-five pounds. The
word as we got it from Mr. Moffitt, through a
friend, was that the hide weighed very much
more. It had been cured by having not more
than a pound of salt rubbed into it. When the
hide arrived the Hide and Skin Company “de-
ducted” a weight not stated for the salt in
the hide, “deducted” ninety-seven cents more
for freight charges, and rewarded Mr. Moffitt
with seventy-eight cents for skinning his cow,
curing the hide, wrapping it up and slnppmg it
to Jacksonville.

We thought this so rich that we wrote to the
Hide and Skin Company inquiring whether they
had any securities on the market of interest to
investors; but they must have smelled a rat
among their hides somewhere, for the letter
that we longed for never eame. However, we
did get an answer to the letter which we wrote
Mr. Moflitt asking whether we might publish the
facts about the taking of his hide; and his letter
in reply gives some nmiore facts and shows that
this first Hide and Skin Company were bene-
factors to humanity compared with the next
crowd he fell in with. He says:

“Perhaps you better not say anything about that;
for I got di:satisfied with that firm and shipped to
Sabel Brothers two hides a8 few days apart and received
for the one thirty cents and for the other ten cents; I
dom’t mean per pound, but thirty cents and ten cents
rach, Thev «id cay that the hides arrived in bad con-
dition. which might be true or might not. One hide
way xhipped two hours after being taken off the animal
and should have been in Jacksonvills the following
morning, at most not over twenty-four hours off the
animal. The other was thres-or four days hers befare

shipping, but was salted. I should have kept both- hides
longer; for the one I kept the longer brought the higher
price. No! I don’t care what you say about it; you
have the facts, only the income tax man might get next
1o the facts and get me on excess profits.”

Garland Morriss, of Manteo, Virginia, sent
a fourteen-pound cowhide to a hide and fur
establishment in Richmond, was allowed four
cents a pound for it, total ﬂfty-uix cents. From

this amount forty cents was deducted for ex--

press, and the remaining sixteen cents was for-

warded in postage stamps. This was in Janu-ﬂ

ary, 1921.
W. A. Sewright, Buffalo Gap, S. D slupped
a fifty-pound hide to a lndo-bnymg, firm in

Omaha, was paid six cents -a pound on thirty- .

four pounds, total $2.04. But there was de-
ducted $1.61 for freight and thirty-pine cents
for cartage, so that the pet amount received
for the hide was four cents.
» H. M. Scott, Stanley, North Dakota, shipped
a cowhide to Minot, N.D.; and after the freight
charges were deducted he received a net return
of three cents. -

C. D. Helms, Marmon, North Dakota, holds
the banner. He sent a thirty-one pound hide to
the Watertown Hide and Fur Company.

but the freight charges were $2.09, and the Hide
Company sent Mr. Helms a bill for eighty-five
cents for sendmg them the hide. And shoes are
$6 to $16 a pair.

We hope that as Mr. Helm looks at that bill
he gets joy from knowing that in the year 1919
the American Hide and Leather Company made
265 percent profit over their 1914 profits, and
that in the same vear the Central Leather Com-
pany made 103 percent over their profits for
the previous year. The accumulated profits of
Central Leather Company rose from 74 millions
in 1914 to 30} millions in 1919; the dividends
of the American Hide and Leather Company
common stock were thirty-five times as great
in 1919 as in 1915, when they were ample; and
the profits of the great Endicott-Johnson Shoe
Mfg. Co. were $9,791,580 in 1919 as agamst
$2,174,430 in 1915. The cost of the leather in
a shoe is about one-sixth the price of a shoe.

Speaking of hides, the profiteers skinned the

farmers and the rest of the people alive, and -

then were in deadly fear of the shadow of the
penitentiary for their offenses under the Lever

He -
.was allowed four cents a pound for the hide;



N

493

‘The GoldenAge for May 35, 1931

Aect. It was needful to keep attention off from
themselves; and through their newspapers they
. kept up a succession of roars for“Americanism”

‘against pro-Germans, Bolshevis.. and Reds

until the Supreme Court decided they had

not violated the Lever Act. No further need of
~ a smoke screen, and the newspapers are again
- about the domestic business of maligning the
NonpartisanLeague and other awav-from-Wal]—
Street movements.

Milk, Butter and Eggs _

N New York, when the consumers were pay-

ing sixteen cents a quart for milk, the pro-
ducers were being paid six and one-tenth cents
a quart. In Chicago, when the consumers were
paying fourteen cents, the farmer received five
- and two-tenths cents; and in Omaha, when the

consumers were paymg fifteen cents, the farmer
was receiving six cents a quart. The farmers
think that this is too great a gap.
The warehouses about New York are crowded
- with condensed milk and evaporated milk put
up when sugar was twenty cents & pound. This
. milk is held—until rotten—to be sold at fifteen
cents to twenty-five cents a can, and cheaper
milk and cheaper sugar now in the market are
being refused by the manufacturers until the
old product is worked off at the war-prices at
which it was made. In the meantime the con-
sumer pays high prices, the farmer has no
market for his milk and must kill his cows for
beef at a time when the beef market is all shot
to pieces.

When butter was selling to consumers at
eighty cents per pound, the producers were be-
ing paid but forty-five cents. In January, 1921,
the farmers in Tennessee were being paid only
twenty cents a pound for their butter.

‘Barly in January twenty-one carloads of eggs
from China and three carloads from Japan
came through in a solid train from Vancouver.
These eggs came through in twenty-one days
from Japan to Vancouver and in ten days more
were distributed, twelve carloads in New York,
seven in Boston, four in Philadelphia. They
arrived just in time to command a winter price
of sixty-two cents, but the arrival cansed a
drop of ten cents a dozen in the wholesale
market.

In the same special ezg train came four cars
of choice California eggs, which find their way

into the New York market through a codpera-
tive society. This sodoty makes a specialty of
shipping the eggs in a nm.form and attractive
manner.

On February eleventh, when the finest graded
California eggs were selling in the wholesale
market of New York at forty-thres and fort:ﬁl
four cents per dozen, retail grocery stores
New York, operating large chains of stores,
were charging the people eighty-four cents a
dozen for the same eggs; and as eggs make up
twelve percent of the business of the average
grocery store the people may judge whether or
not they were fairly treated. '

Pulling the Wool Over
NE of the concerns that stood out with“100
percent [profit] American” distinctness
during the war was the American Woolen Com-
pany. If you had known how this company in-
tended to stand by Uncle Sam in his hour of
reed, and had invested one hundred dollars in
its shares in 1914, you would have drawn out
$459 in dividends during the next fivo years
and could then have sold your stock for $1,204.
Uncle Sam got after this concern for profiteer-
ing at his expense, only to find, by the decision
of a wise judge, that woolen cloth is not woolen
clothing, and that therefore no way existed un-
der the law to make the cluefest of all cloth
profiteers disgorge.

Now let us see what follows. The wool manu-
facturing interests must have sold out an enor-
mous quantity of wool, bought at a low price
and sold at a high price, n order to have caused
CUncle Sam to cast a saspicious eye at its enor-
mous profits. Having sold out the Govermmnent
and the people at such outrageous prices that
suits of ordinary clothing sold in the retail
stores at one hundred dollars a suit, what
would be its next policy? Why, of course, to
lay in another enormous stock of wool at a low
price. How can this be done! Use all infuence
with banks (and people who have cleared mil-
lions of dollars in profits always have plenty of
influence with banks) to curtail the credit of
the farmers so that the farmers will have to
throw everything overboard. Then those that
have accumulated vast surpluses of cash can
invest to their heart’s content until another war
can be arranged or a propaganda developed
showing that the country is short of wool, and
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the prices ean be sent skyward again. It is all
very simple; it works like a pump.

Something like this has happened. Wool
prices have collapsed, and the warehouses are
jammed with raw wool, the estimated total be-
ing about four billion pounds. Meantime the

le are largely clothed with “all-wool” goods

e of old woolen rags, hundreds of tons
of which are imported from Germany. It is
claimed that the people, to live comfortably,
need about twelve pounds of wool per year, but
are not able now to get three pounds.

An ordinary suit of clothes weighs six pounds.
During the year 1919, when the price of wool
suits was $100, the average price paid to wool
producers was sixty cents per pound, so that
the wool in a suit at that tiine was worth about
$3.60, not aﬁording any too much reason for
the quadruple prices charged.

It was stated in the United States Seuate
that during the war, when all the women of the
land were using wool in Red Cross work, and
paying for it at the rate of $4.70 to $5.25 per
pound, the farmer was getting for the same
wool only seventy cents in the grease, or one
dollar and forty cents scoured, and the yarn
makers had done not a thing to the farmer’s
product but to dye it and spin it into varn at
a cost of a few cents a pound.

Pruit Growers’ Troubles
FBUIT-GRO\VERS always take long chaices.

I? it is a good year for fruit, everybody has
fruit and the market is glutted, with no profits.
Fruit must be supplied to distant markets, with
often a poor chance of finding a remunerative
market on arrival. In the great Yakima Valley,
Washington, in the winter of 1920 the ware-
houses were piled with high-grade apples, the
bins were full of corn and the fields dotted
with stacks of hay for which there were no
purchasers. Farmers with bumper orops were
unable to raise enough money to pay the inter-
est on their mortgages or to pay their grocery
bills.

Transportation is a deciding factor. Cars
must be had promptly for somne kinds of fruit,
or the crop is valueless, Four thousand cars
of peaches and other perishable fruits were
wastes in Western New York last year hecaunse
the shippers could not obtain cars for their
transportation. Freight rates are prohibitive.

The demand of the railroads for excessive earn-
ings is strangling the country. Distribution in
America costs, in all its itéms, one-fourth more
than in any other country.

Me!on-growers in Colorado and the South-
west find themselves unable to stay in the busi-
ness on account of the excessive freight rates.
It now costs $3.07 to put a crate of melons in
Chicago against a cost of $1.96 before the war.
This may help melon-growers in New Jersey,
at the expense of their western brothers, but
there is small comfort in that, to any one that
loves justice. Melons remain high to consumers.
When the farmers were being paid but eight to
ten cents apiece, the consumers had to pay sixty
to eighty.

While thousands of cars of apples were rot- .
ting in various parts of the country, the prices
for apples at fruit stands in the large cities
remained the same as during the war. The best
apples cost seven to fifteen cents each; and in’
the dining cars the farmer is charged the same
price for one baked apple that he gets for a
whole bushel on his trees. ) .

At the time when alligator pears were being °
sold in Washington Market,  New York, at
three for twenty-five cents, they were being
served in Broadway restaurants at sixty-five
cents each. This idea of multiplying the market
price of food by about eight seems to be a
principle with New York restaurants. If your
income is small and vou wish anything to eat,
you had better get in line on the raw-food fad

‘now coming into proiinence.

Statisties show that for a box of grapefruit
retailed at six dollars, the grower received one
dollar, the picker and packer one dollar, the
brokers, cornmission men and jobbers one dol-
lar, the transportation companies one dollar
and fifty cents, and the retailer one dollar and
fifty cents,

Potatoes and Other Vegetables

HOSE who were connected with the food

administration during the war have admit-
ted that, contrary to fact, a propaganda was
deliberately started to the effect that there was
a bumper crop of potatoes, so as to induce the
farmers to send their potatoes to marlet quickly
and break the price. In other words, the
farmers were deltberately lied to and robbed
by the transaction. In the spring of 1920, in
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the mry'%res of New York city potatoes

' were selling at twelve and one-half cents a

At Poughkeepsie in March, 1920, the price of
potatoes was so high that George Booker of
Hyde Park, N. Y., sold three bushels, and with
the proceeds bought a ton of coal and had
money left over. The next day he sold thirty
heads of cabbage and bought another ton of
coal with the proceeds, and again he had money
left over. Six months later there were fifteen
million bushels of potatoes stored in Maine
warehouses with almost no market in prospect,
and 1n Virginia Irish potatoes were selling for
fifty cents a barrel and prime sweet potatoes at

one cent a barrel.

In the spring of 1920, in the grocery stores
in New York, tomatoes retailed at ninety-five
cents a pound. Six months later Maryland’s
great tomato crop was rotting on the ground;
for canners could not afford to pay anything at
all for it, because the warehouses are filled with
high-priced canned tomatoes. Yet, at the very
same time, hotel keepers in Boston were charg-

~ ing $1.70 for two tomatoes with the skins re-

moved.

In the fall of 1920, at the very time when lima
beans were selling in Boston at eighteen cents
per pound, the farmers who raised them were
being offered one and one-half cents per pound.
In the spring of that year string beans in New
York sold at twenty cents per quart.

The Bureau of Markets, of the United States
Department of Agriculture, has assistad the
bean growers of New Mexico to organize a

Bean-Growers’ Association; and it is estimated

that as a result of co'dperaﬁve selling these
growers have saved seventy-five thousand dol-
lars in one year, a tenth of which was saved in
baying their bags in carload lots.

In the year 1919 John J. Scofield, Wappin-
ger's Falls, New York, on one and one-half
acres of land, raised all the food needed by his
own family and sold $1,300 in vegetables be-

sides. On June 27, 1920, the Department of

Agriculture reported that California onion-
growers were plowing under their crops be-
cause the onions would not bring the cost of
marketing. In August, 1920, thousands of crates
of Cristohal Peris Selected Valencia onions were
thrown into the ocean below New York city
because the selling price at that tfme was soven-

" ty cents per bushel and no demand. In the Pall

of 1920, when the wholesalers in New York were
charging only one cent apiece for first-class cab-
bages, the retail dealers were charging twenty
cents aplece for the same cabbages.

Cotton-Growers Ruined
IN Oklahoma, in the Fall of 1920, from fifty to
sixty percent of the cotton crop was not pick-
ed, becaunse it was cheaper to let the cotton rot
in the fields than to pick it. The cotton-ginners
were charging the same price for ginning and
bagging the cotton as during war time, and the
price of cotton shoestnngs at the local stores
was fifteen cents a pair. After disposing of
what cotton they did have ginned, it is claimed
that Oklahoma cotton-growers were able to pay
only ten percent of their debts.
Cotton-growers who expected aid in carrying

‘their crops "were disappointed. Banks which

had promised aid carried the producers only
sixty days, but the big banks will carry the big
cotton gamblers long enough. Be assured of
that. And the big gamblers will figure on so
steering things in Europe and America as to
emerge with great profits. It is estimated that
even now the world is cutting into its cotton
stock at the rate of five million bales per year,
and it is but a little while since the world’s oot~
ton conference urged the South to increase its
cotton produection from 11,500,000 bales to 15,
000,000 bales.

Millions of pounds of cotton were bought and
stored at twelve cents. The cost of producing
this cotton was much more than this; and as
sixty-two-percent of the cotton-producers are
tenant farmers, and pay one-fourth of all they
make to the landlord, large numbers of them are
ruined. Those who harvested -their crops and
sell them piecemeal perhaps do as wisely as is
possible under the circumstances. Night-riders,
are now forcing cotton-growers to cut their pro-
duction in half and to agree to plant their own
food on the remaining acreage.

“When the cotton-grower wants cotton goods
he must give up ten pounds of cotton for one
pound of cotton cloth. Before a committee of the
United States Senate, in the spring of 1920, a
Senator exhibited a piece of gingham for which
he had paid $4.50, and for the cotton in which
the farmer had recelved twenty-five cents; 8
plece of vofle which cost the Senator $3.43 an
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peturned nineteen and one-half cents to the
farmer; a handkerchief which cost the Senator
twenty-five cents, and for the cotton in which
the farmer received one and one-half cents. -

Tobacco and Other Southern Products

THE Department of Agriculture has. esti-
mated that the cost of growing tobacco is
thirty-six cents a pound; and when the central
Kentucky tob: ‘co market opened on January
third at Lexin .on, tobacco was sold at one-half.
cent a pound, equal to that sold at the same sale,
the year previous, at fifty to sixty times the
price.

The net profits of the United Cigar Stores
Company in August, 1920, showed an increase
of more than one hundred percent over August,
1919. How do they get away with this, year
after year? As previously stated in THe GoLpEN
Aas, “out of every dollar sold by the General
Cigar Company in 1918, 34 cents was profit,
while in 1919 it was 38 cents, but this was not
enough, so the price of this company’s 7-cent
cigars was increased to 8 cents.”

Following the collapse of the tobacco market
in Kentucky two thousand growers, representa-
tives of one-hundred thousand growers, entered
Into an agreement not to plant any tobacco in
1921; and a similar organization has been per-
feoted in North Carolina. This will probably
mean bloodshed, as it is doubtful whether all
growers will concur.

The South has wonderful possibilities in the
way of food production. Concerning sweet pe-
tatoes the statement is made that more bushels
of this crop can be produced per acre than of
any other, that any soil will grow a crop, that
they are easy to cultivate, easy to harvest and
easy to keep, and that from them it is now pos-
sible to produce 107 useful products, including
four. kinds of flour, four kinds of meal, five
kinds of library paste, four kinds of breakfast
foods, two grades of coffee, two grades of tapi-
oca, forty-five dyes ranging from rich orange
to jet black, fourteen candies, three stock foods,
fourteen wood fillers, besides starch, vinegar,
ink, shoeblacking, chocolate compound, bisque
powder, rubber and molasses. What a wonder-
ful world this will be when the human family
gets down to the business of taking care of
itself instead of supporting international
butchers—and profiteers!

The peanut is just as wonderful. There are

145 ways of preparing peanuts for human con-

sumption, including mock chicken, duck, turkey,
goose and oyster, which, when properly done,
can with difficulty be distinguished from the
real meat. A pound of peanuts contains a little
more of the body-building nutrients than a
pound of sirloin steak and twice as many
energy-producing nutrients. It is a soil-builder,
bringing free nitrogen from the air; and it has
a beneficial effect upon the human system.
A safe farming program, endorsed by every
banking concern in Geneva county, Alabama,
recommends that every farmer in that county
plant six acres of cotton, six acres of peanuts, -
twelve acres of corn and velvet beans, two acres
of fall-sown oats follovd by hay erop. and
three acres of grazing crops for hogs. )

Co-orerative Buying nd Selling .
THE farmers are a unit in wanting Govern-
ment codperation in farm marketing and
buying, and well they may wish for these things.
As matters now stand, the farmer is getting
only from thirty to thirty-five cents of the dollar
which the consumer spends for farm produects.
In-the month of October Government statistics
showed that there was a decrease of nineteen
percent in the prices paid to the farmers for
their products, and a decrease of only three
percent in the prices paid by the consumers.

All the way down the long line from farmer to
consumer, the jobbers, elevator men, packers, '
millers, wholesalers, and retailers, have insisted
not merely on profits, but on war profits, long
after the farmer had been made to liquidate.
Meantime the farmer has been paying war
prices for farming implements, clothing and
such items of food as he did not himself produce..
Legislators might at least get together and re-
quire that the original sale price of every farm
article be plainly marked on it.

Since the loss of his own market the farmer
has had to stop buying, with the inevitable
concomitant that the. city worker has almost
stopped eating. The farmers are the largest
buyers of manufactured products, and they can-
not buy when farming is unprofitable. On ac-
count of the mild weather and slack work in
the cities during the past winter the demand
for food was much lighter than usual.
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The farmer organization ‘movement grows
apace. Our last information showed that at that
time thirty-seven states were members of the
Farm Bureau, with eight more expecting to join
shortly, and only three states in the Union —
Alabama, Mississippi and South Carolina—not

. Yyet organized.

A mﬂhon and a half farmers are already
members of this Farm Bureau. The organiza-
tion was born in an endeavor to feed the world
and bring about a successful issue at arms; and
now it is not at all disJosed to go out of exis-

_ _ tence, as many politicians would gladly have it

do. This Bureau has the definite object in view
of seeing that the farmer is carried over for
the full year, if necessary, instead of being com-
pelled each Fall to sell out to the speculatorsand
the gamblers, the bankers and boards of trade.

Having noted that the Government itself has
developed a bad habit of waiting until harvest
time each year and then launching a drive
against the prices of the farmer’s products,
1,235,824 voters in the nine Northwestern states
of Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, Montana, Idaho
and Washington, broke away from the old
parties in the Fall of 1920, and cast that many
votes for Nonpartisan candidates for governor
and a million votes for the Farmer-Labor presi-
dential candidates. This has worried the poli-
ticians.

Codperation is developmg rapidly. Six years
ago there were five hundred codperative so-
cieties in the United States. Now there are
eight times that many; and in the past year
they handled $1,500,000,000 in the marketing of
farm produets, operation of elevators, ware-
houses, fire insurance companies and wholesale
and retail concerns. Some claim for them that
they control annual products worth $7,000,000,

900,’ if wheat, milk, live stock and cotton be:
included in the list. These codperative societies -

are now purchasing machinery, lumber, coal,
fertilizers, flour and butter for their members.
California citrus growers are expending $750,
000 a year advertisine—enlarzine their markets.

Farm Machinery

PBESENT day methods have compelled the
American farmer to become a mechanie, and

he has done so quickly. The introduction of farm

machinery has released great numbers of farm

v

hands. Between 1900 and 1910 the male farm

population of Illinois, Iowa and Missouri fell,
off three percent; but the production of corn,
wheat and oats in those states increased twenty- -
one percent, due to farm machinery and im-
proved farm methods . With a silo a farmer can
now feed a carload of cattle with the erops from
sixteen acres, where before it required twenty-
six acres.

The solitary farmer of today with a tractor of
average power can plew four or five times as
much land "as the farmer of twenty-five years
ago with a hand plow and one pair of horses.
There are 110,000 farm tractors in the United
States, exclusive of sales made in 1920. Fifteen’
thousand of these are in Kansas; and if run day
and night for one hundred days they would tarn
over more land than the total area of Massa-
chusetts, Maryland and Vermont.

A new form of tractor threshing machire
makes it unnecessary to haul grain from field
to stack. The thresher travels about the field,
threshing as it goes the grain which is pitched
into it. With this machine four men will thresh
twenty acres in a working day. In the corn belt
there are husking machines which enable a
farmer with one boy to gather and husk twenty
to twenty-five acres of corn per day, saving the

labor of five or six men, and bringing Armaged-

don thus much nearer. Labor saving devices do -
save labor; never doubt it. In one way they are
a blessing, but are not now under proper con-
trol.

Farm Labor Problem

IN THE spring of 1920, when the farmers were

planning their operations, they were short of
help, owing to the great prosperity of the manu-
facturing industries of the country at that time.
The boys who go to the cities do not come back.
The fixed hours of labor in the cities, the leisure
hours, the lights and the movie shows hold them;
and since the advent of the machinery they are
not so much needed on the farm as formerly.
Only ten percent of the workers who left the
farm for war service returned to their farm
occupations. v

The 1920 census shows that the cities are in-
creasing in population seven and a half times
faster than the rural districts. The populativn
of the world is increasing two percent per year,
and the food supply about one or one and one-
quarter percent. ’

a—— A e Bl s e+ e e o e
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_ In 1879 the average wages of farm hands
were $10.43 and board ; in 1910 they were $27.50;
in 1920 they were $64.95; in California and \e-

“vada the average was $107 A special effort was -

“mmade in 1920 to tgke good care of the harvest

labor, which starts in Oklahoma in June and
moves gradually North as the season advances,
terminating in North Dakota in the Fall. A
minimum wage of seventy cents an hour was
given to these workers in Kansas. In Maryland
wages of agricultural laborers for the coming
season have been fixed at one dollar per day
and board; in New York state the wages are
fifty dollars, in the Middle West sixty-five dol-
lars, and in Iowa and Minnesota as high as one
hundred dollars pér month.

In the secason of 1920 agricultural laborers in
Spain received seven hundred to one thousand
pesetas as their vearly wage, and three hundred
to four liundred pesetas for the harvest period.
It takes five pesetas to make a dollar. These

. wages are three times the wages ever before’

paid in Spain; they include food for the
. workers.

A plan by which one man can do all the work

on a hundred-acre farm is the division of the
farm into five equal parts and rotation of the
. croeps on a five-year rotation, as follows: (1)
corn to he “hogged off’; (2) corn to be cut
and rye sown; (3). rve and young clover to be
“hogzed off” and pastured; (4) clover and
tiniothy, hog pastured; (5) timothy and clover
for hay or pasture. It is claimed that by this
system the farmer recovers eighty percent of
the fertilizing value of the crops whieh the hogs
harvest for him, and the system also allows
~ for a large amount of organie matter which is
plowed under.

Some have argued that farmers would get
more and better work done if several farmers
would work a large acreage together, than for
each farmer to work a small farm indepen-
dently. One man may have a natural fondness
and skill in caring for animals, another may be
proficient in the nurture of soils, another in the
care of fmit, another in vegetables and another
in grain. It is claimed that this would produce
better results than for each man to try to do
twenty different things without adequate ald as
g0 many of our farmers are trying to do today.

Farm Women and Homes
CO.\'DITION S of farm women are much
better today than ten years ago, but still
leave much to be desired. Of the farm women of
the country thirty-two percent now have run-
ning water in the house, ninety-five percent have
screened windows and doors, ninety-five percent
have sewing machines, seventy-two percent
have telephones, twenty-four percent have vac-
uunm cleaners, forty-seven percent have carpet
sweepers, twenty-one percent have some kind
of lighting system, and enty-' percent have
gas or electric irons.
Of three hundred and sixty farms studied in
Nebraska ninety-eight percent of the women

. bake their own bread, ninety-seven percent

do the family sewing and ninety-nine percent

.do the family washing and ironing. Twenty-

three percent of the women help take care of the
live stock, forty-two percent help with the milk-
ing, ninety-seven percent wash the pails, ninety-
one percent wash the cream separator, and
seventy-seven percent make the butter. Alto-
gether, it is estimated, the farm woman works
sixty-one percent harder than her city sister.
Sixty-two percent of the farm homes have
autos, and tw entypercent have bath-rooms. The
average farm house is five and one-half miles
from the family doctor, twelve from a trained
nurge and fourteen from a hospital.
Calculations based on one thousand farms in
various parts of the country show that in the
summer the average farm woman works thir-

teen hours and has two hours of rest daily. In

the winter she works ten hours and has one and
one-half hours rest daily.

Farm houses should be back from the road to
avoid dust, should command a view of the en-
trance from the road and a view of the barn
door, sliounld be handy to the shop, implement
and poultry sheds, and should have cement
walks to the barnyard. Barns should be twe
hundred feet from the house, and not in the
direction of the prevailing winds. Barnyards
should be kept dry by being well drained. To
this end the eave troughs on the buildings
should run into cisterns.

Statisties show that illiteracy in the rural
communities is twice as high as in the cities, and
the Children’s Bureau of the United States Gov-
ernnient is undertaking to see what can be done
to regulate child labor on the farms somewhat
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as it is regulated in the cities. It is a fact also,
‘strangely enough, that instead of being stronger
physically officials in charge of the draft found
the country youths a shade inferior to their city
‘eousins.

- Preservation of Fertility

UNI‘IL a few years ago farms were cultivated
in such a way that the fertility of the soil
was soon exhausted ; and when it no longer paid
to farm a certain tract the farmer moved on to
“Some more favorable location. This can no
longer be done. There is now a much larger use
of commercial fertilizers than formerly, and the
modern theory is that of feeding the plants
rather than the =oil. About eighty percent of the
fertilizer bought by the farmers is filler, worth-
less material on which the farmer pays freights
and not all of the remaining twenty percent of
mnitrates, phosphates and potash is of real
benefit to the farmer.

~ The Ohio State University puts out a leaflet
calling attention to the fact that Ohio pro-

~ duces annually three ‘and one-half million tons

of straw, that this has considerable fertilizer
value, estimated at not less than three dollars
per ton, and should always be utilized, either by
first being passed through stables and pens and
used for the absorption of liquid manures, or
else used direct. A ton of straw to the acre
spread on wheat in late November or December
is often helpful. More than a ton is not desir-
able, however. Sod ground is a good place for
surplus straw.

In the vear 1904, and perhaps at this-time
also, there was a little farm of fifteen acres
then owned by an ex-minister by the name of
Dietrich. On this little farm, at the time it was
visited by the editor, Mr. Dietrich was support-
mg twenty-nine head of cattle and three horses.
Hé raised all the feed for his stock on the fifteen
acres, and sold additionally considerable hay
and grain which he was unable to use. He had
a good-sized house and a barn on the premises,
and in the year 1903, besides maintaining him-
self and family from the proceeds of the farm,
he made a profit of twenty-one hundred dollars.

Mr. Dietrich brought the farm to this con-
dition, where it produces three crops annunally,
without expending a dollar for fertilizer of any
kKind. The cattle are of a variety that endure
oonfinement; their stalls are of cement; every

ounce of solid or liquid manure.is carried out
and put in a different place on the farm each
day. The result is ‘hat the vegetation is so thick
and heavy that weeds are completely choked

- out. There is scarcely a weed on the place. All

this was done on an ordinary clay soil in only
twenty years, illustrating world-wide certain-
ties in the Golden Age.

About the Dietrich place, on all sides, were
farms many times as large, where the owners
use large quantities of fertilizer every year,
gather but oue crop a year, and only just man-
age to. get along ocomfortably. Most farmers
throw away all their profits with a dung fork.
The Thnited States Department of: Agriculture
can give further particulars about the Dietrich
farm to those who seek information regarding
this profitable little investment.

The United States Department of Agricul-
ture has shown by its studies of the relation
of acreage to crop yields that the average fer-
tility of American fields is steadily rising; but
it is nothing now to what it will be some happy
day. One-third of the country has now been
completed in soil surveys. These surveys are
widely consulted in connection with the pur-
chase of land, selection of crops and plantmg
of gardens.

Recent Farm Discoueries

AMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY botanists
devoting themselves to plant breeding, are
endeavoring to produce new varieties of plants
which are immune from disease; and they have
lately developed a new wheat known ae “yeo-
man”, which it is claimed yields ninety-six
Dbushels to the acre. American scientists some
years ago developed another remarkable wheat;
but when Pastor Russell heard of the discovery
and made it widely known, the Brooklyn Eagle
and thousands of preachers following in its
wake denounced these discoveries as a fraud,
despite the Government endorsement and the
subsequent proofs of the remarkable- prolific-
ness of the variety. We may have an article
on this “miracle wheat” in a later issue.

The Government scientists have discovered
a suitable inethod of utilizing sorncobs. A large
quantity of adhesives is obtained and a chemi-
cal named furfural, useful in the manufacture
of plastics. Alinost the entire remainder of the
cob is useful in the manufacture of wood pulp.
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A weed, kudsm, heretofore ‘supposed to be
very objectionable, has been found to be a most
prolific and profitable forage plant, producing
four crops per year. It is said that stock will
leave all other growing crops for the luxury
of & feed on kudzu, and that the hay crop is
not injured by waiting for fine weather.

By the application of lignite to the soil it
is claimed that the soil is radinmized, noxious
insect pests are killed, and wheat is- enabled
to resist the attacks of rust and other fungus
diseases. Experiments, which it is claimed have
demonstrated that the value of a crop can be

doubled in a single season, are said to have been -

made by Mr. John Howshall, Victoria, B. C.

M. E. Dunt!ey, Kalamazoo, Michigan, has in-
‘vented a 1:achine which takes up the soil, cooks
the worms and pests out of it, and deposits it
behind the cooker in the same way that any
plow deposits soil. - It is claimed that this
machine makes the soil sanitarv and clear of
every pest. It is said to have been used with
success on fields in Wisconsin. -

Foreign Agriculture Noles
T IS estimatcd that in the year 1920 the
farmers of the British I:les reccived £307,-
000,000 more tor their crops than in 1914, one-

fourth of thé amount each on hay, grains and-

meats and the balance on milk, potatoes and
eggs. There is an incrcase of 830,000 acres in
cultivaiion over thuxt cultivnte«l bt fore the war,
but scme of it is now going back to pasturage.
There are larze areas in England suitable for
foodd precmetion that are at present Leserved
for sport.

Sixty vears azo seventy-five pelcent of the
pnpnlntmn of France was rural; now . 1ore than
half of it is in the cities, and the -rain crop
has Jdwin-Ped until it is only bl what it was.
Through. it Franee there are public ware-
houses v hiove the farmer ean store hig produce
and thewm talke the warrants or warchouse re-
ceipts ard raise money upon thenl. America
mizht hooo the =ame, hut for the grain specu-
lator= au
to Americon farm machinery, although the
Aueriean rarmer has still so great a lead that
he prodi-e« three times the amount of food per
man. Driving tractors in France is not as safe
as in the Uniird States. In April, 1920, one of
them ran into sonie unexploded shells and killed
twelve persons.

e bankers, The French are taking

vo— =

In Belgium only 5.3 acres are cultivated for
each person engaged in agriculture, whereas
in the United States the corresponding figure
is twenty-seven acres. Taking both acreage and
yield per acre into consideration, the average
American farmer produces two and one-half
times as much as the Belgian farmer; two and
three-tenths times as much as the English,
three and one-fifth times as much as the Ger-
man and over six times as-much as the Italian.
Denmark leads the world in productivity per
acre, and has the finest system of raral schools
in the world.

The Roman Campagna, from bemg' in the

time of the Cmsars one of the most highly -

cultivated garden spots in the world, became a
marshy, malaria-infected desert.- This has now
become again a garden spot, all as a result of
being drained, loosened up by dynnmxte and
suitably irrigated. -

A Beautiful Dream -
IN THE farming community of the future
the fields are not laid out in squares, but
in the form of the spaces between the spokes or
a wheel. The hub of the wheel is the community
center of four square miles of farm territory,
and the location of all the homes, the village
library, schools, lecture rooms, stores and
places of worship and amusement. There is a
community creamery and -canning kitchen, a
community water and lighting system; no
police, preachers or politicians are needed, no
doctors and no undertakers. Eight roads radi-
ate from the center to the principal points of
the compass, and are as well built as the Roman
roads of old \\hich, after two thousand years,
are ~till in use in sowe plaees. The roads are
lined with (ruit trees, from end to end. There
are no other orchavils or need of any. No pais
of any farm is.as much as one ahd one-half
miles froni.the social center which is the home
of all, and yet cach family has its own separate
home. At the center there is a small factory
where some of the local products are made up
for use elsewhere. It gives employment to the
farmeérs for a few weeks in the winter; for the
entire community are stockholders.
people do not go away; there would be no better
place for them to be. This dream fulfilled will
I>e paradise; and will be better far than we have
p1ctured, in the Golden Age now at the door.

The young -
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ENGLISH working-class people are at last
realizing to a considerable extent the enor-
mous influence which the press has played in
the molding of publio opinion and in the con-
tinuance of the present social system. For
years, they now 'see, they have read and ac-
cepted without equivocation whatever has been
presented to them in their daily papers; and

they have been deceived into supporting

schemes and principles which have eventually
worked out their own injury and subjection.

Things are now beginning to alter. In the
same way that the laboring classes now see
that ecclesiasticisin has used its,influence as a
bulwark for ecapitalism, so they see that the
press has used, or misused, its intellectual in-
fluence for the same purpose.

The British Independent Labor Party has
published a booklet wliich reveals the fact that
there is a group of British newspapers which
controls, or whose proprietors control, each of
the various industries of the country. There
is one group controlling and looking after the
coal-mining interests; another for iron and
steel; another for ship-building; and so on.
Consequently, whenever there is an industrial
disturbance in any industry, there is bound to
be an influencing of public opinion against the
workers concerned. The same tactics are used
against individuals. _

Many English newspaper reporters are get-
ting tired of having their “copy” altered, so
that in print it reads the opposite of what they
aotually wrote. One capable English journalist,
whom I met recently, has refused to be associ-
ated with any capitalist newspapers, and has
joined the staff of a news agency which is
nettral in policy and reports facts correctly.
On one of the great London daily newspapers
which supports the coafition government, near-
ly all the editorial staff are Socialists; and
whenever a new wage demand is made and
refused, they commence a “tell-the-truth” cam-
paign. The result is inevitable: the proprietors
have to give way or face an humiliating ex-
posure. Hundreds of British journalists who
see th¥ “inner circles” of life are Socialists;
thousands are trade unionists.

Lord Northeliffe is making a bold attempt

sor

to stop this revolution in the newspaper world.
He is circularising colleges and schools in the

country for promising and intelligent young

men’to take up journalism. It will be a sorry
day for many journalists if he succeeds in get-
ting the number and “kind” he requires.

Upton Sinclair, in his “Brass Check”, shows
the condition of the American press; but the
condition of the English press is no better;
probably worse, because its influence is exer-
cised in a more subtle way.

Both ecclesiasticism and the press have
played their parts in the vain attempt to keep
the old order going. Although both have failed,
there is.evidence of a great onslaught in the
future. As I sit writing this, hundreds of people
are gathered in a market place near by,
demonstrating against the Government. The
strains of the “Red Flag”, the Socialist song,
can be heard from the great throng. Many of
them are unemployed and half-starving. They
long for a better day of truth and righteous-
ness. My mind goes forward to the time when
our daily papers will herald the advent of Mes-
siah’s kingdom in all its glory; when all shall
know the Lord and not be deceived. Newspapers
will have changed in control; but their mighty
intellectual influence can then be used for good;
and “truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again”

aG.nd tell all mankind of the love and power of
od.

Item Requested by A Sufferer

I})T not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afrald. You have God’s Word for it that
“neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor priui-
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us I'rom
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord”. (Romans 8: 38, 39) “Fear none of those
things which thou shalt suffer.” (Revelation
2:10) Keep your hopes fixed on the Lord anl
He will deliver you in due time. “Is any thiig
too hard for the Lord?” (Genesis 18:14) Cheer
up! Others have passed through the same -
waters and now ?&?ice that they had the ex-
perience and so you. Resist! Resist!
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Mythology and the Bible (Pant Tuo)

By Morton Bdgar (Glasgow)

THE monuments of Egypt show that the wor-
ship of Osiris dates from the earliest times,
and that he was regarded as the "god-man*who
suffersd, died, rose again, and reigned eternally
in heaven”. He was the “kmg ‘of eternity, lord
of the everlastingness, the prince of gods and

men, the god of gods, king of kings, lord of.

lords, prince of princes, the governor of the
world, whose existence is everlasting”. (Papy-
rus of Ani, Plate I, in the British Museum)
- Osirls was the god who made men and women
to rise from the dead, and bestowed upon them
. everlasting life. He was the resurrection itself.
. ~—Guide to the Egyptian Collection in the Brit-
ish Museum, p. 139. .

We have already seen that, after the death
"and mautilation of the body of Osiris, the man-

god of Egypt, by Seth (Sem or Shem), Horus.

the son of Osiris, assisted by a number of beings
"~ who were called the “followers of Horus”, per-
formed a series of magical rites whereby the
rejoining of the limbs of the god was effected,
and he revived. The Egyptians argued: “Cer-
tain ceremonies were performed by Horus on
. the body of Osiris, and he was mammified, and
as a result he rose to everlasting life; we there-
fore will have the same ceremonies performed
. over our dead bodies, that we also may live
again”, This scems to have been the reasoning
which originated the practice of mummification.
The Egyptians firmly believed that if the body
was not preserved after death, future life was
impossible. Consequently they endeavored
above all else to insure that their mummies

would have perfect protection, spending large

sums of money on intricate tombs, etc., so that
it may truthfully be said that this people ex-
pended more upon the dead than upon the liv-
ing. It demonstrates how “void of judgment”
they were, and how deceived by Satan; for how
could- the preservation of their poor bodies
secure for them a future life!

We are reminded of the Apostle Paul’'s ridi-
cule of ‘some who were evidently arguing like
the Egyptians: “Thou fool, thou sowest not that
body that shall be!” Tt is established that in the
earlier centuries the body was first dismem-
bered before mwmnmification, in imitation of the
dismembered body of their god Osiris. In con-

trast, the Lord foretold by His holy prophets
that the flesh of the world’s trus Redeemar
would not see corruption, nor would a hone of
His body be broken.—Exodus 12:43-46; Psa!m
34:20; John 19:33-36; Acts 2:31. -

It is important to notlce that in their elabo-
rate religious system, the idea of repentance

never eatercd the minds of the Egyptians. With

them the commisgion of sin was regarded as
merely a breach of the ritual law of the eom-
manity, and could be atoned for by certain pay-
ments, after which the law-breaker considered
himself free from all obligation, real or moral
In the Coptic, Which is the nearest to the ancient
language of Egypt, there is no word for “re-
pentance”; the translators were obliged to
transfer the Greek word itself into the Coptic
version of the New Testament. As alt heathen
religions are essentially the same, this mani-
fests a vital difference between them and the
true religion; for repentance from sins is the
first step in the work of salvation, as dealared
by the Apostle Peter when he addressed the
assembled Israelites in the temple: “Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out”. (Acts 3:19) The Papal Church
follows the lead of its ancient type in disan-
nulling the need for repentance from sins and
atonement by the blood, by institating “indul-
gences” and the “sacrifice of the mass”.

Yule Log and Christmas Tree
One of the titles of the false Messiah was
Baal-berith, which means “Lord of the Cove-
nant,” and as such he is referred to in Judges
8:33—"And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon

was dead, that the children.of Israel turn,d"

again . . . and made Baal-berith their god”.
It is now recognized that the 25th day of De-
cember, although called “Christmas-day,” is not
the true date of the birth of our Lord Jesus.
The beginning of October is more nearly correot
for his birth as a man, and April for his birth
as a new creature. But the 25th day of Decem-

ber was originally observed by heathen coun-
tries far and wide, in honor of the supposed

birth of their false Messiah (Wilkinson's Egyp-
tians, Vol. IV, p. 403) and it was in order to
conoiliate them and to swell the.number of the
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nominal adherents of Christianity (so-called),
‘that the same festive-day was adopted by the

apostate church, giving it only the name of
Christ. : _
The Christmas-tree, so common at tii.: ...y,
was equally common in Pagan Rome and Lgypt.
This is the reason why “Babyvlon the Great”
adopted it; for there is no command in the
Becriptures requiring the followers of Christ to
observe the day of his birth by Christmas-day
celebrations. Briefly—the putting of the “Yule

:-log” into the fire on Christmas eve, and the

appearance next morning of thie Christmas-tree
laden with gifts, represented the cousuming of
the great god who, like the log,had been cut in
pieces, and his after-birth in newness of life
as the “Branch of God”, or the Tree that brings
gifts to men. The Egyptians used the palm for
their Christmas-tree; but the people of Pagan
Rome useq the fir, because the fir-tree covertly
l{mbolized the risen god as the Baal-berith of
old Babylon: for Baal-berith, “Lord of the
Covenant,” differs only one letter from Baal-
bereth, “T.ord of the Fir-tree”.

- The God Saturn, and Bull Worship

The mystical symbol of Osiris was the young
‘Ar’s bull or calf, Apis being another name for
Saturn, the hidden one. The Apis bull was alse
known as Hap, which in the Egyptian language
means“to conceal”. In the Chaldean language
Hap means “to cover”. (Guide to the Egyptian
Collection in the British Museuwm, p. 131) We
now see why the Jewish nation made and wor-
shiped the image of a calf soon after leaving
Egypt under Moscs, claiming that this was the
god who had delivered them out of bondage,
meaning, of course, that Osiris, whom the calf
represented, was the god.

The bull was the express symbol of Nimrod,
being the hieroglyphic which showed him as
the “mighty one” and “lord of the chase”. In
Assyria the word for-bull”signifies also “ruler”
or “prince”; and it vwas for this reason that the
mighty kings of Babylonia and Assyria, who
succeeded and imitated Nimrod, the first king,
were represented by great human-headed bulls.
These bulls also have wide-expanding wings,
to show that not only was the king himself a
mighty cne, but that lie had mighty ones under
his control. Nimrod and his followers are the
mighty ones or “giants” who are spoken of in

mythology as having “rebelled against heaven”.
The Hebrew word for “mighty one” in Genesis
10: 8 is “gheber”.(This same word is translated
“giant” in Job 16:14) A synonym for gheber
is “abir”; but “aber,” pronounced nearly -the
same as abir, is the word for “wing”. Thus,
“Baal-abirin” means “lord of the mighty ones”;
while “Baal-aberin” means “lord of the wings”,
or “winged one”. (The word ubir oceurs in
Judges 5:22—“the pransings of their mighty
ones”; while aber is found i:n Isaiah 40:31,—
“They shall mount up with wings as eagles”)
There is allusion to the “wing<™ af an Assyrian
king in Isaiah 8:6-S.

As the horn is the ancient symbol of power,
these Assyrian bulls, though hwuan-headed,
nevertheless show horns curved around their
headgear. The reason why the Lkorn is used as
a symbol of kingly authority and power appears,
from certain seulptures discovered by Layard
when excavating Babylon, to be directly owing

-to Nimrod’s prowess as a great huater. In a

woodcut in his Nineveh and B:tbylon, page G053,
Layard shows the Assyrian Hercules (that is,

* “Nimrod the Giant”, as he is called in the Sep-

tuagint, or Greek version of Genesis) without
weapons attacking a bull. Having concuered
the bull, he sets its horns on his head as a trophy
of victory, an evidence of his great power in
being able to overcome so strong an animal.
Thus crowned he is now represented as en-
countering a lion, the king of beasts. This ac-
counts for the ancient custom among Flastern
nations of kings and chiefs wearing horns on
their heads as evidence of their power and
authority. — Smith’s Bible Dictionary, Art.
“Horn”.

A variant of the great human-headed winged
figures found in Assyria has the body of a lion,
instead of the body of the bull. These are call-
ed by Assyriologists “cherubs”; because the four
cherubs described by Ezekiel are, in a sense, in-
corporated in each of these senlptures, namely,
the lion’s body, the eagle’s wings, the face of a
man, and the bull’s or calf’s horns. (See Fz-kiel
1:4-10, and compare with Revelation 4:6,7)
Students of the Bible know that these four
cherubs or “living ecreatures” are symbolical of
the great Jehovah's four perfect attributes of
justice, power, love, and wisdom. There is little
doubt, in view of the records which have becn
preserved, that the proud monarchs of the
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Assynan and Babylonian pLuns claimed pos-
*e~‘¢lOtl of all the divine dxst.mctxons.—Damel
0,
The Satyrs and the God Pan

! 1he Armenian version of the Chronicle of
Euscbius, Ninus stands first in the list of
Axsyrian kings. This agrees with the Seriptural
notice of Nimrod, \\ho is said to have been the

firzt to become mighty and to have had the first
kingdom. Acvording to Pherecyles, Kronos or
Saturn was “the first before all others that ever
wore a erovn”. (Tertullian, De Corona Militis,
cap. 7, Vol. II, p. 85) 1lere is therefore an
additional proof that Kronos or Saturn was
Ninrod.- [t explains why the Greek god Bacchus
was repressnted ax wearing horns, and why he
was frequently addressed by the epithet of “bull-
horned™. (Orphic Hymns: Hyum 31, To Trie-
tericus, Greok, p. 117) Apollo, who we have seen

is likewize identified with Nimrod, ts addressed-

in the Orphic Hymns as the “two-hormed god”.—
Hymn to .Lpollo.

The companions of Bacchus were called
satyrs, and are said to hav “lanced along with
him”. (. Elian Hist,,
horuned gods; and l\nomnfv the identity of Bac-
chus, it is casy to see that his companions the
satyrs were really the “nughty ones” over whom
Nimrod was lord. It is generally agreed that
the god Pan was the head of the satyrs. Now,
satyr is just another form of the word Satur
or Saturn—*“the hidden one”. Pan was therefore
the first of the satyrs, or hidden ones. When
Nimrod or Osiris was put to a violent death as
the result of the judicial condemnation of the
seventy-two leading men, it produced great
terror among his followers who immediately
hid themselves, hence the derivation of the word
pan-ic—extreme or sudden fright. Referring
to the effect which the slaying of Osiris by
Typho (Seth or Skem) had upoun his followers,
Plutarch =ayvs: “The first who knew the accident
that had befallen their kinw, were the Pans, or
satvrs who lived about Chemmis; and they,
innnediately acquainting the people of the news,
cave the first occasion to the name of panic
“—-de Isid. 2. 13,

Decid Worship

ft is from thie naes: Kronos that the English
verd Cerown” is derived; and the familiar
~mitzed erown which adorns the heads of Euro-

PRGOS

22) The satyrs were’

pean monarchs still conveys the idea of the
horns of the ancient Eastern kings. Plutarch
says that “the Romans looked upon Kronos as
a subterranean and infernal god”. (Vol. 1I, p.
"66) In Ausonius, also, we read that “Saturn
is not aniong the celestial, but the infernal gods”

(Eclog. 1, p. 158) Pluto, also, is called the "god
of hell”; and this name has the same sigmificance
as Satum, meaning-“the hidden one”; for Pluto
is derived from Lut, “to hide,” which with the
Egyptian Jefinite article pretfixed becomes
“P’Lut”. Both Wilkinson (Vol. IV, p.63) and.
Bunsen (VolI, pp. 431, 432) show that Osiris
in Egypt was the “king of hades”, or Pluto.
Hades, as we all know is the “hidden state.

Actually, however, Pluto or Saturn was none
other than the incarnation of the devil, who hid
himself under the disguice of the serpent when
he caused the fall of man in the garden of Eden,
and who has hidden himself fnom the world ever
since under the refuge of lies. It ix ¢unrious that
the popular representation of the devil, with the
horns, hoot's and tail, is exaectly the appearaltce
of the black Nimrod \\hé"l ‘he is eplcted in the
sculpture encountering the lion; for in that
hieroglyph Le wears not ounly the two horns of
the bull over which he had previou.ly gained a
vietory, but its hind legs and tail as well! “Auld
Hornie” is tlie popular name by which the devil
was known in Scotland in the older days.

The satyrs, also, were half animals, having
the hind legs and tail of the xoat in addition to
the horns. The connection of the gnat-like satyrs
with the devil is borne out by the Hebrew word
s¢’yr. This Hebrew word is translated as lie-
goat in 2 Chronicles 29:23—*They brought
forth the he-yoat [sa’yr] for the sin-oifering”;
as devil in Leviticus 17: 7—“And they =hall no
more offer their sacrifices unto devils” [sa’yr];
and as safyrs in Isaiah 13:21; “Dabvlon. . .
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom «.d
Gomorrah. . . .and satyrs [sa'yr] shall dance
there”. _ )

The system of the “Mysteries” demanded that
all its ritual, ete., should be kept earciully secret.
Everything in connection with thein was sym-
holical and had a hidden meaning. and the in-
itiates were not allowed on pain of death to
divulge their real nature. Herodotus, who was
initiated in the Mysteries of Egvpt, mukes this
apparout when he refers to the goat-like appear-
ance of the god Pan. He savs: “It is not that

————
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they [the initiates] believe he [Pan] really had
that form: they think him like the other gods;
but the reason [of his goat-like form] being

‘connected with religion, I am not at liberty to

explain it”. (Birch’s Wilkinson, Vol. I1I, p. 186)

. The “hidden things of darkness”, however, are

now being made manifest in this enlightening
day (the beginning of the Millenniun) ; and we
know that the mystie reason for the goat part
of the satyTs is connected with their panic and
their sudden flight to hide themselves on hear-
_ing of the violent death of their chief; for
“Berkha,” the word for “fugitive,” algmﬁes also
“he goat”. One of the epithets of the god Pan,
the head of the satyrs, was Capricornus, which
means “goat-horned”. The “seasonal” interpret-
ation so frequently advanced by many students
of mythology, in their endeavor to explain the
meaning of the mythical tales and exploits of
the various gods and goddesses, is merely a
“blind” of Satan, by which he hopes to obscure
the mental vision of all who would desire to
look into the true character of his false, sensual
religions.

Sun i Fire Worship
The ¢ Lallean name for Nimrod, the son of
Semiramis, was Zero-a~hta from zero “the
seed,” and ashta “the wonan”.
ashta also means “the fire”, so that Zevo-ashta,
“the seed of the woman,” heeame Zerogastes ov
Zoroaster, the well-known name of the head of
the fire-worshipers. In gencral Wistory the Zo-
roaster of Bactria is most trequently referred
to: but the voiee of antiguity is clear and dix-
tinet to the eifect that the first and zreat Zo-
roaster was an Assyrian or Chal'llean, and that
he was the fonnder
Babylon, and therefore Niaarod. (Suidas, tom.
T, p. 1133) After his death the Jdviffied Nimrod
ws fabled to have been “horn troin the fire™—
Zero-ashta, the “zeed of the fire"—and as such
Lie was revered as the great sun-god Baal. Theo-
philus of Antioch inforins us that Kronos,which
as we have seen was one of the titles of the

_ deified Nimrod, was in the East worshiped’

under the names of Bel and Bal.—Clericus, De
Plilosoplia Orientuli, Lib. 1, seet. I, cap. 37.
Nimrod was the first Babylonian king, and
therefore the title Molech is primarily applied
to him; for “Molech™ means “king”. We thas
perceive why the Seriptures indicate Molech

But the word .

of the idolatrous system of

(or Moloch) to be the terrible god of fire, the
earthly representative of Baal the sun-god. In
Jeremiah 32: 35, we read: “And they built the
high places of Baal, which are in the valley of
the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and
their daughters to pass through the fire to
Molech; which I commanded them not, neither
came it into my mind, that they should do this
abomination, to cause Judah to sin”. It was
claimed that the act of passing through the fire
was for the purpose of purifying, and this prob-
ably reconciled the parents who sacrificed their
children to Molech. They were under the delu-
sion that the fire which consumed the little ones
also perfected tliem, and made them meet for
the future life.

The god Tamniuz, who is 1dent1ﬁed with Nim-

rod, and for whom the women of Israel lamented
annually (Ezekjel 8:14), is really connected

with fire-worship and with the thought of
purification therefrom; for the name Tammpz
is derived from tam, “to perfect,” and muz, “to
burn” —to make perfect by burning. This,
no doubt, is the origin of the imaginary place
called Purgatory, the fire of which is supposed
hy Papacy to be necessary to perfect men'’s souls
and to purge away the sins they carry with them
into the unseen world! The error, of course,
naturallv arose through credulous belief in
Satan’s lie at the heginning, namely, that there
is no real death, but that the soul is independent
a.:l immortal, and continues to live in the spirit-
woridl after the death of thie body. Thoze who
helieve the truth of God are shitlled fron. <o
areat an error, and know that the dewd! <Iall _
venuin in their grvaves till the glorions resir-

1 ction morning. How deceived-the poor world
Il(‘3 I)L ll' .
In Jeremiah 19:5.6, we read: “They have

built also the high place of Daall to burn their
sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Daal,
which I commanded not, nor ~pake it, uoither
came it into my mimd. Therefore, beliold, the
ilays comne, saith the Lord that this place shail
10 more be called Tophet, nor the valley of the
sont of Hinnom. hut the valley of slauglitsr.”
The name “Tophet” given to the- valley of
ITinnem, or Gehenna, as it i3 called in the New
Testament, is devived from tnp’z which in T=aiah
30:02 43 tmm]ato 1 “tabrets,” 1hat ig, drumas. By
the noise of tabrets or drum.s the prie-ts of Baal
sovght to drown the cries of the clildren who
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. were being offered in sacrifice to the terrible

Molech. Because of this abominfition the Lord

cursed the valley of Hinnom; and in recognition
of that curse Jesus spoke of the valley as figur-
atively representing the symbolical “lake of fire
and brimstone”, the second death, into which
Satan and all who follow him shall be cast at the
“end of the Millennial reign of Christ.

This retribution upon Satan, the author of

the cruel worship of Molech, seems to be foretold
in Isaiah 30: 27-33 under cover of the Assyrian
kdng Nimrod, who we have seen was the first
direct representative of the devil. The passage
reads: “Beliold, the name of the Lord cometh
from far, burning with his anger, and the burden
thereof is heavy : his lips are full of indignation,
and his tongue as a devouring fire. . . . For
through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian
be beaten down, which smote with the rod. . .
For Tophet [the valley of Hinnom or Gehennal
is ordained of old; yea for the king it is pre-
pared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile
thereof is fire and much wood ; the breath of the
Lord,like a stream of brinistone, doth kindle it.”

Just as the valley of Gehenna, which runs
" along the south side of Jerusalem, is used in the
Scriptures as a symbol of the second death,
from which there will'not be a resurrection, so
the valley of Jehoshaphat or Kedron, which
raus along the east side of the city, is used as a
symbol of the first or Adamic death, from which
a resurrection is assured hecause of the ransom
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The Jews, and also
the Mohanunedans, greatly desire to be buried
in this valley; for they believe that the resur-
rection and final judgment will take place here.
(See Joel 3:1,2,12.14) The valley of Jehosha-
phat is probably the “valley of dry bones” re-
ferred to by Ezekiel in chapter 37.

The story of the trial of the prophets of Baal
by Elijah (1 Kings 18:17-40) indicates how
firmly established the worship of Baal was at
that time in Israel. Elijal came holdly forward
and cried: “How long halt ye between two opin-
ions? If Jehovah is God, follow him; but if
Baal, then follow him.” The text proposed by
Elijah as to who was the true God, Jehovah,

or Baal, was to be an answer by fire; and the

people agreed that this would be a proper test
. because Baal was the sun or fire-god, and what
could be more reasouable than to cxpect an
answer by fire from him? The test vindicated

the name of Jehovah, and 450 priests of Baal
were slain.

Elijah's fearless action in thus ridding the
land of Baal-worshipers was one of incalculable
blessing to the people. The worship of Baal was
an even more horrible religion than is implied
by presenting children as bm'nt-offenngs to

- him; for just as it was required in the Mosaie

law that the pnests should eat of part of the
animals offered in the sacrifice by the people
(see Numbers 18:9, 10), so the priests of Baal

ate part of the human sacrifices offered to their -

fire-god Molech. This shows the true derivation
of the name given in the English tongue to
devourers of human flesh; for the Chaldean
word for “the priests” is cahna, so that Cahna-
Bal, that is, “Priest of Baal,” became cannibal.
It is common knowledge that the priests of the
sun-worshipers of ancient Mexico were can-
nibals.

How rejoiced the poor groaning creation will .
be when Christ, the ¢rue“Sun of Righteousness,”
shall arise with healing in his wings. (Malachi
4:2) What a contrast to that cruel “sun” of
unrighteousness, which arose with death in his
wings. Malachi’s allusion to the “wings” of the
sun is evidently derived from the well-known
symbol of the sun-god in Egypt and Assyria.
Above the doors of the ancient temples and
tombs in these countries, there is usually to be
seen a representation of the sun-god, in the
form of a round disc with wide-spread wings.

Along with the snn as the great fire-god, the
serpent was connected. Owen says: “In the
mythology of the primitive world, the serpent
is universally the symbol of the sun”. (Owen,
apud Davies’s Druids, in note, p. 437) In Egypt
the commonest sign for the sun, or sun-god, is
a disc with a serpent around it. (Bunsen, Hte-
roglyphics, Vol. 1, p. 497). The original reason
for the connection of the serpent with the si .
appears to have been that, as the physical world
receives its light fromn the sun, so the serpent
was held to have been the great ¢nlightener of
the spiritual world, by giving mankind the
knowledge of good and evil. This, of course,
like all idolatry, is an absolute perversion of
the truth; but it serves to identify the sun- god
with Satan

In Revelation 12:3, Satan, whose fiendish
characteristics were reflected in the old tyran-
nical Pagan Roman Empire, at the hands of
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which - our Lqrd Jesus and. -many of the early
Christians wege done to death, is called a “great
red dragon”, or “fiery serpent”. (See Diaglott,
and compare with verse 9) Papsanius informs
us that “the dragon with the Greeks was only a
large snake”.(Lib.II,Corinthiaca, cap.28,p.175)
Sir Ray Lankester proves that the conventional
“dragon” with wings. dreadful claws, ete., is a
later imaginary representation, and is not the
dmgon as known in the ancient world. He
writes:
-+~ “The dragon appeared to be nothing more nor less
"in its origin than one of the great smakes (pythous),
often twenty-tive feet in length, which inhabit tropical
India and Africa. Its dangerous character and terrible
appearance :id movement iUnpressed primitive ‘man-
kind, and traditiviis of it have passed with migrating
racex both to the East and to the West, so that we find
the mythical dragon in ancient China and Japan, no
less than in Egypt and Greéece. It retains its snake-like
body and tail, especially in the Chinese and Japanese
representations; but in both East and West, legs and
wings have been gradually added to it for the purpose
of muaking it more terrible and expressing some of its
direful qualities. . . . As a matter of fact, the Greek
word ‘drakon’ actually meant plainly and simply a large
snake, and is so used by Aristotle and other write
Science from an Easy Chair, Series I, pp. 88, 89.

Semiramis Worshiped under Various Names

Just as Nimrod was regarded as the sun, and
was given the title Baal, or “lord of heaven”
(for the word Baal means lord), so Semiramis,
when she was likewise “deified,” received wor-
ship as the moon, the “queen of heaven”. Now;,
aceording to Athenagovas and Luecian, Semir-
amiz was worshiped as Astarte, tlle Syrian
goddess, (Legatio. Vol.IL p. 179:°De Dea Syria,
Yol. IIL. p.382) This Syrian goddess was also
‘known ax Ishtar (Layvard’s Nineveh and Baby-
lon, p.62 29) : and it is from Ishtar that the word
Faster is derived. (See 1912 Watch Tower, p.
144) Smith's Bible Dictianary under the article
“Ashtoreth” =ayvs:

“From the connection of this goddess with Baal or
Bel we shculd naturally conclude that she would be
found ia the Assyrian Pantheon. and in faet the name
Ishtar appears to be clearly identifird in the list of the
‘great gods of Assyria. There is no reason to doubt that
this Assyrian goddess is the Ashtoroth [or Ashtaroth]
of the Old Testament and the \starte of the Greeks and
Romane. . . .Tt iz certain that the worship of Astarte
became ident’tied with that of Venus [or Apkrodite].”

Layaml states that in the Syrian temple of
Hierapolis, Astarte “was represented standing

on a lion, crowned with towers”. (Nineveh and
its Remains, Vol. I1, p. 456) The name Astarte
itself means “the woman that made towers,”
being composed of two words :“Asht-tart”. Asht
is the word for woman; and it is generaly
agreed that the last syllabhle “tart” comes from
the Hebrew verb “tr” which means both “te go
round” and “to be round”. From this is.derived °
the Greek word “turit”, and its English equiva-
lent “turret”, a round tower. Asht-turit, there-
fore, which is the same as “Ashtoreth” of the
Hebrew, is literally “the woman that made the
tower” or escompassing wall. Ovid mentiohs
that. Semiramnis was currently believed to have
“swrrounded Babylon with a wall of brick”.
(Ovid, Opera, Vol. II1; Fasés, IV, 219:221) But
there is no need ta give all the eredit of building
the battlements of Babylon to Semiramis.. The
reason why she gained the honor of fortifying
the city was because she in the long run had
become foremost in the esteem of the ancient
idolators, and thus had attributed to her every
virtue and characteristic that properly be-
longed, or was 1magmed to have belonged, to
her son Ninus.

Semiramis was also worshiped as Rhea or
Crbele, the “Mother of the gods” (Paschal,
Chronicle, Vol. I, p. 65), and as such is always
represented as wearing a mural or turreted
crown on her head. In this respect the Ephesian
Diana exactly resembled Rhea; for Diana was
also a tower-bearing goddess, and is so shown
in many of the illustrated “Bibhle Helps”. Now,
the Fphesian Diana is expressly identified with
Semiramis; for Semiramis is the same as the
goddess Artemis, and it is well known that Ar-
temis was Diana. (Layard, Nineveh and its
Remains, Vol.IL, p. 480, note) The Roman Diana
was a huntress hearing a quiver of arrows. In
this character she was the complement of Nim-
rod the “mighty hunter”.

The universal adoration of the “deifled”
Semiramis under various names and titles by
[astern nations, iz prominently drawn to our
attention in Aects 19:23-41. “Great is Diana of
the Enhesians.” the nnltitude shouted, “whom
all” Asin and the world worshipeth.,” It is a
remarkable fact that this great goddess is even
now worshiped in our very midst in the person
of the Papal “queen of the heaven”, the so-
called Virgin Mary, whose image is set up every-
where! A favorite imaze of the Romish Virgin
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. Mary shows her standing on a large sphere,
which is colored blue, and spangled v-ith stars.
On-her head rests a heavy gold crown. The
globe is intended to symbolize the blue vault of
the heaven, while the crowned woman herself,
apparently, represents the moon as the queen
of heaven, that is, Astarte or Ashtoreth. By
her side she holds the child, who is also crowned,
and who stands on a smaller star-spangled blue
globe. In this connection he evidently represents
the sun, the king or lord of heaven, that is, Baal.
(Remember that the word Baal means lord)

Amother familiar figure of the Papal “Mother
of God” shows her standing on a sphere, one foot
treading on a serpent’s head. Pepacy maintains
that it was not the seed of the woman, but the
woman herself, who was to bruise the hesad of
the serpent. Regardless of the laws of gramuar,
the apostate church renders God’s condemnation
of the serpent: “She shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise her heel”. In this the goddess
of “Babylon the Great” is only fashioned after
her type in ancient Babylon; for though it was
originally claimed that Nimrod had crushed the
head of the serpent, his mother was latterly
given the glory of having done this great deed.—
Diodorus, Bibliotheca, -lib. II, p.70; Smith’s
Classical Dictionary, p. 320.

Still another popular representation of the
Virgin Mary shows her standing among the
clouds, sometimes on a sphere, with what looks
like the crescent of the moon at her feet. This

well-known picture is evidently intended to -

show the Virgin Mary as being the woman
spoken of in the Revelation, twelfth chapter.
But we know that this “woman” of Revelation
is the symbolical figure of the true church of
the living God, whose names are written in
heaven; and that the Papal pictures which show
her as the Virgin Mary are, in reality, only
copving the old mythological idolators who
depicted their goddess similarly as the “queen
of heaven”. For the crescent of the moon at
the feet of the Papal Virgin Mary betrays the
heathen origin of the image, as this is the well
known sign of Astarte or Ashtoreth, the horns
of the moon’s crescent covertly suggesting her
power as queen of heaven. Although at first
sight the pictures of the Virgin Mary seem to
show the crescent of the moon, careful study
will manifest- that it is not really the moon’s
crescent, but, rather, two horns; for if the ores-

cent of the moon were intended, it would be
impoasible to see the woman’s figure through
the part which, as is obvious, the ‘dark portion

of the “old” moon would hide from view. In’
the twelfth chapter of Revelation it merely’

mentions that the woman stood on the moon,
not on the crescent of the moon.
Although in the first instance Semiramis
derived her exalted position-from the divine
character attributed to the child in her arms,
she ultimately practically eclipsed her son..So

also in “Babylon the Great” it is the Madonna .

who receives all the adoration, and to whom
petitions are generally addressed. What a sat-
ire, to think that the poor world has been so
blinded by Satan, that it has been deceived
into worshiping a woman who .is non-existent!
Well did the Lord forbid His people to make
and bow down to images, “which -see not, nor
hear, nor know”! (Daniel 5:23; Psalm 115:4-8)

It would be difficult to understand how so great

& delusion could have become universal, were
it not that we are aware that Satan is the “god
of this world”, and that along with him are
legions of demons, who have sought to imper-
sonate the dead in various ways, bolstering up

" Satan’s lie that there is no death. (Genesis 3: 4)

In Psalm 106: 37 we are told- that the Jews, in
serving Baal or Molech, had really “sacrificed
their sons and their daughters unto devils”—
demons; and in Psalm 96:3 we read: “For all
the gods of the nations are demons”. (Sepfua-
gint version)The Apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians
10: 20, says: “But I say, that the things which
the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils”—
demons.
Origin of Star Worship

The worship of the stars by the idolatrous
nations was as prevalent as the worship of the
sun and the moon. Mythology identifles Nimrod
and Semiramis with certain constellations.
From Persian records we are expressly assured
that Nimrod, after his death, was “deifled” by
the name Orlon, the mighty hunter, and “placed
among the stars”. (Paschal Chronicle, tom. I,
p. 64). The constellation. Virgo is admitted by
the most learned astronomers to have heen
dedicated to Ceres, who as we have seen was
identical with the Egyptian Isis, and was there-
fore the same as Semiramis, the Babylonian
goddess. (Dr. John Hill, in his Urania; and
Mr. A. Jamieson, in his Celestial Atlae; see

1~
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Laundseer's Sabeun Re.seurckd;, P 201) All the
sigos of the Zo@e, and the other constellations

- and stars, wez# auocxated with' various gods

or with incidenta in connection with them, by

the Chaldean idolators, as well as by the astrol-’

ogers of other nations.

The Lord specially commanded the Ismhtes
on no account to worship images, the sun and
the moon or the stars, because of the degrading
influence it would have upon theimn, even as it

-had upon the heathen nations. In Deuteronomy
.4:135-19 we read: “Take ye therefore good heed
‘unto yourselves. . .

lest ye corrupt yourselves,
and make you a graven image, the similitude
of any figure, the likeness of male or female,
the likeness of any beast that is on the earth,
the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in
the air, the likeness of any fish that is in the
waters beneath the earth; and lest thou lift up

_thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou =eest

the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all
the host of heaven, shouldst be driven to wor-
ship them, and serve then.” Yet the Jewish
people frequently disregarded the Lord’s com-
mand.. In 2 Kings, chapters 22 and 23, we read
Jow King Josiah, after having heard the words
‘of the newly discovered book of . the law. of
Moses, cleared the land of this idolatry: “He
put down the idolatrous priests . . . them also
that burned inecnse unto Baal, to the sun, and
to the mioon, and to the twelve signs (i. e;, the
Zodiae], and to all the host of heaven™. (2 Kings
23:5, marginal reading) This identification of
their gods and goddesses with the stars by the
Babylonians and later nations is a eounterfeit
of the true “deified mortals”, Jesus Christ and
“the glorifed church of the firsthorn; for we
read in 1 Corinthians 15:41, 42: “There is one
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon,
andanother glory of the stars: for one star
d’“Fereth from another star in glory. So also is
resurrection of the dead.”

We wonld not have it to be understood, how-
ever, that the Zodiacal constellations \\'1th their
and the arrangewents and
namings of the other constellations and stars
generally, are of. Natanic origination. The
Scriptural evidences prove that they are of
divine origin, arranzed and named under in-
spiration. In Psalm 147: 4 we read: “He telleth
the number of the stars; he giveth them all
their names”. Even though the idolatrous na-

tions in the days of old masle use of the stars
in their mythological worship, and in this were
folowed by the erring Jews, this does not
weaken, but confirm our anderstanding that the

naming of the stars was of divine inspiration. _

The worship of the idolatrous nations is indeed
a strange method of establishing the truth of
the Scriptures; nevertheless, by pertectly coun-
terfeiting each detail of the s¢cheme of zalvation,
these false religions unwittingly substantiate
the Lord’s Word. \VWe believe that in the Golden
Age men shall discover: that everything in
heaven and earth has played its part in building
up the truth of God.—Proverbs 25: 2.

Origin of the F t.sh-GoJ Ddagon-~
The Lord’s warning to His people not to
make an image of anything in. the likeness of a
fish, wonld imply that sueh w ossible. In
his excavations at Ninevch Profess or Layard
discovered sculptured fignres of a fish-god,
which he identified with Dagon, the ﬁsh-vod of

- the Philistines, who borrowed it ffom the Baby—

lonians. (Nineveh and Bebylon, pp. 243, 350)
In 1 Samuel 5:1-5 we read that the Philistiues
placed the captured-ark of God in the house of
their god Dagon. The next moruing they found
Dagon fallen. upon his face-to-the earth before
the ark of the Lerd. They zet Dagon up in his
place again; but “when they arose-early on the
morrow morning, hehol:dd, Dagon was Fallen
upon his face to the greumnd beifore the ark of
the Lord; and the head of Dazon and hoth the
palms of lus hands were cut oif upon the thres-
Lold: only the £y part of Dagon was left to
Im. Thercfore, neither the })li(‘*t of Dagzon,
nor any that ecure iunto Dugon’s house, tread
on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this
day.” (See marginal reading) In passing we
draw attenticn to Zephaniah 1:9: ~In the sane
day also will T punish all those that leap over
the threshold” (Revized version reading) The
Philistines leapedd over the tliresheld on which
their god Dagon had lost his head and hands;
and it appears from Zephuauinh that some
among the Jews who had forsaken the Lord
were w orshiping Dagon, and were leaping over
the threshold in deference to him!

Berosus, deseribing thkis fizh-zod, sayvs that
¢its body was that of a fish, but under the head
of the fish was that of a man, and to its tail
were joined a woman’s feet”—(Corry's frag.,
p- 30) From Layard’s sculptures we notice that

5¢9. |
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the fizure had also hands. Now, what could have
suggested such a peculiar combination of man
and fish! And what could have induced the
Babylonians to set up so strange an object in
a temple to worship as a god! When we re-
member that an image is a hieroglyphic, that
every feature of it is intended to convey to the
beholder some niessage or to suggest somne
attribute concerning the god whom the image
‘represents,ewe can perceive that this fish-god
described a man who had been in some respects
like a fish. It appears that not only were Nim-
rod and Semiramis raised to the status of god
and goddess in the Mysteries, but that as Fu-
ther (Kronos) and Mother (Rhea) of the gods,
they were the forerunners of numerous other
“deified mortals”. )
The fish-god Dagon could have represented
no one more perfectly than Ham (or possibly
Noah); for did not this man live through
the waters of the flood which destroyed all “in
whose nostrils was the breath of Jife”? In this
cespect, then, he was like a fish, because we do
not read that fish were destroved in the deluge.

The great apostate church of the gospel age,
true to its Babylonish origin, has actually adop-
ted this fish-god in its ritual; for the pope on
certain oceasions manifests by his head-gear
that he is the direet representative of Dagon.
As it was an indispensable rule in all idolatrous
religions that the high priest should wear the
insignia of the god he worshiped, so the sculp-
tares discovered by Layvard show that the
priests of Dagon were arrayed jin clothing re-
sembling a fish. This may be the “strange ap-
parel” referred to iu Zephaniah 1:8. Berusus
tells us that in the unage of Dagon the head
of the man appeared under the head of the fish,
while Layard poiuts out that in the case of the
priests “the head of the fish formed a muitre
above that of the nan, while its sealy, fan-like
tail fell as a cloak behind, leaving the humau
limbs and feet exposed”. (Babylon and Nineveh,
p- 343) We have evidence that at a later period
the Pagan priests dispensed with the -body of
the fish, and used the head alone like a cap.
(Bryant, Vol. V, p. 384} The gaping jaws of
the fish's head, surmounting the head of the
man, is the exact appearauce of the two-horned
mitre of the pope, or of a Papal bishop today.

Mr. A. Trimen, a distinguished I.ondon archi-
tect and author, found that on a certain occa-

sion every vear the Chinese Emperor, as Ponti-
fex Maximus of his nation, wears a mitre which
is the very counterpart of the Papal mitre.
(Hager, on Chinese Hieroglyphics, B. XXXV,
in the British Museum) Even now, since the
formation ‘of the Chinese Republie, this mitre
continues to be used by the President. On the
9th of January, 1915, a Christian lady (Flor-
ence M. Reid) wrote to us: “The President of
the Republie a few days since took the Em-
peror’s place in the offering of the ‘sacrifice of
heaven’, on which oceasion he wore the head-
dress [mitre] referred to in your booklet
‘Mythology and the Bible’ which you sent me”.

Thus we may see the far-reaching influence
of that idolatrous system set up in ancient
Babylon. That “Mystery of Iniquity” has in-
deed  deceived all the world so that, as the
Secriptures truly say, the nations have been
made drunken or mad. But the followers of God
and Christ are not deceived; they are not ig-
norant of Satan’s devices, for “he that is spirit-
ual discerneth all things, yet he himself is dis-
cerned of no man”. The “Mystery of Godliness”
cannot be penetrated except by those who are
initiated through the anointing of the holy
spirit.—1 Corinthians 2:9, 10.

Let us be thankful if we dwell in the “secret
place of the Most High”. It is given to very
few to be permitted to know God and Jesus
Christ, whom He sent. We recall the words of
Jesus, related in Matthew 11:25, 26: “I thank
tlice, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be-
cuause thou hast hid these things from the wise
and. prudent, and hast revealed them unto
baiwes. Even so, Father: for so it scemed good

in thy sight.” Can we be certain that we are of

{:ose who are initiated in the my«teries of God?
Yes; for the Apostle John says: “We kuow that
we have passed from death uuto life, because
we love the hrethiren”. v

And now, if any desire further information
regarding the “Mvstery” of God’s glorious plan
of the ages, and its great counterfieit the “Mys-
tery of Iniquity,” we refer vou to The Divine
Plan of the Ages, issued by the Watch Tower -
Bible and Traect Society, of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
and of London, England.

[Noté: Coples of this article, 3 uthology and the Bible,
may be procured tn booklet form (nr 55 cents. or 28, 3d. per
doien) by applying direct to: Mr. Morton Edgar, 224 West
Regent Street, Glasgow, Scotland.}



3.

M ]

Tﬁe, Golden Age for May zs, Iﬁgzx .

JUVENILE-B[BLE STUDY

One queltloq for each day is provided b{.tlh tgum The parent
will find It interesting add helpfdl to

question #ach Jday and to ald it in 8nding the answer in the Scriptures, thus developitig a knowledge of the
Bibié ani leurning where to ﬂnd in it the informatlon which is desired. Questions by J. L. Hoaglaad. ~

take up the

1 In 2 Peter 3:7, last part what does “per-
dition” mean?
Ans.: Perdition means destruction.

2. How . long 18 the da_; of Judymcut and
perdztmn of ungodly men”? .

'Ans.: A thousand years long. See Verse 8.

3. Did Jesus gwe us & parable showing the

‘  two classes, the godly and the ungodly, and

what shall become of each-class?
Ans.: He did. See Matthew 23: 31-46.

4. To what time does this parable apply?

Ang.: “When the Son of man shall come. in his glory”
—that is, at His second presence. See Verse 31, first
part. -

5. Will the kmgdom of Christ be establzshed
on earth then? -

", Ans.: Yes; for “then shall he sit upon the throne of
hu glory”. -—See Verse 31, last part.

6. Wi are to be gathered before Him?

Ans.: “And before him shall be gathered all nations.”
Veree 32, first part.

7. Are the dead included in “all nations”?

Ans.: Yes. See Revelation 20: 11, 12. The 11th verse
mentions the throne, showing that the kingdom is
established ; and the 12th verse says: “I saw the dead
small and great stand before God”. The last part of
the verse shows they are to be on trial, and judgment

" will be given “according to their works”.

R. How are the two classes, the godly and the
uny .dly, represented in this parable?
Ans.: By the sheep and the goats. See Verses 32, 38.

9.-Why are the sheep placed at His right
hand? -

Ans.: Because the right hand means the place of
- favor, and the Lord loves those who have the sheep
disposition—those who are loving, meek and willing te
be led into the pastures of truth.

10. What is the disposition of the goat?
: The goat wants his own way, likes to climb to-
the hlghent places, feeds on miserabl® refuse and is not
loving. . -

11. Why does- the Lord give tha kmgdom
(Verse 34) and eternal life (Versa 46) to the
sheep class?

Ans.: Becauaetheymmfestddloubythurworh
when they were put to the test. They fad the
gave drink to thethnsty clothedthnuked,eto. g
Verses 35-40.

12. Why does the goat class “go into ever-
lasting punishment” (Verse 46)1

Aps.: Because they show by their works the lack of
the disposition of love for others,

13. What does the “fire” in Verse 41 meant

Ans.: Fire is a symbol of destruction, and “everlast-
ing fire” symbohzes everlasting destruction. See Rave-
lation 20:9; Acts 3:23; Roma.ns 6:23; Ezekiel 18: 4,
20; Psa.lm 145 20.

14. Why is their punishment called “everlast-
ing punishmeént” (Verse 46)?

Ans.: Decause they will be e\'er]a.stmgly dem'oyed-—
there will be no coming back to life again for them.
They have proved themselves unworthy of life. They
did not build godly characters under test or trial, and
could not therefore live in harmony with the Lord and
His righteous kingdom.

“ENGLAND IN TIME OF STRESS"” By Robt. Barham (Londen)

R. Eptror: In vour issue of Jan. 19, under
the above heading, you inserted extrgets
of a letter I submitted to you. In paragraph
two of the letter (page 223) are enumerated
certain decizions said to have been arrived at
by “the London Town Council”. In my letter I

attributed the decisions to “a London To
Counecil”. Unfortunately the last two Hneswg
paragraph four appeared exaggerated when
appearing in Jannary, 1921, As far as I can
remember, the letter was written in July, 1920,
since when there have been Labor reverses.



: ‘N’ZHAT is it about that simple word that touches a so deep and

common qhord? Is it not the fact that it embodies the thoughts
of life and love and happiness? : ’

Home may lie in the past for you, a vision around which cluster all your
childish memories; or, having missed a home of your own in youth, you may
have worked to mold one out of willing but less plastic grown-up hearts.
Maybe you have succeeded, or maybe your hearthstone has been rudely torn
away by the hurricane of death or broken into fragments by things worse than

~death. Perhaps you have some sweet hope of home still fondly hidden from

public eyes. But no matter what kind of sentiment the word home may call
forth in you, whether it be the gulp of tender emotion or the sigh of cynical
regret, you still have the desire for home, the desire to live, to love, to be
loved, to be happy. And that is no unreasonable desire.

How and where will this universal desire find satisfaltion? Do you know that we are now in the death-
The Bible alone gives sufficing answer. It tells us that God  throes :';‘ho:_ ;‘: and - ""‘e b;‘“h‘l’."';‘l' of the
. : » . . new or ings, and that those who survive
.hu designed the earth to be man’s everlasting homestea%, the difficulties of the next few years will be able
it tells that, when the present drunken debauch of the world’s ¢ begin work on their everlasting bomes? May
Saturday night is over, mankind shall be delivered from the  be you had not thought of that phase of it. If
: maladjustments which now wound - you bave not yew will wrely wast te read —
it and be guided by Messiah into ' Milions Now Living Will Never Die".
- This little work shows briefiy what the Bible
a state where everyman will dwell lho:t u;'c:din':'hu:n::.uh .'..4'.5:;;.'. t‘hhlp vl:cyh.

in quiet safe and assuran g9 to make up any life worth while. 1Its peints are
q.u ¢ ?m' ety’ rance mpported by busdieds of Scripture citationss still it
in bis own home forever. can be read through :a one evening.
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