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<Thq Golden Age 
Velaae D Namber 44 

A Probe at the Farming Problem 
IT IS a pitiful commentary on the wisdom of 
. mankind that when America has greater 
crops than ever before known there are almost 
sure to be twice as many people in the land in 
need of food as there are when the crops are 
small. This has worked out afte1• this fashion 
so many time~ that one linited States congress­
man has made the statement in print that he 
does not know how the farmers of the country 
would get along if it were not for the pests that 
ruin portions of the crops every year. 

The production of food in the United States 
is not decreasing; it is increasing. The average 
grain, potato, peach, pear and apple prod11otion 
per year from 1911 to 1915 inclusive was 5,820,-
510,000 bushels, while for 1919 it was 6,183,171,-
000 bushels. In 1920 the production.. was un­
precedented, the combined yield of the ten 
principal crops running thirteen percent above 
the avernge for the five years preceding; and 
th~ <'Om <'rop was so larg-e tl1at it did not pay 
to gather it, and yet in Connecticut hundreds 
or ~diUIJl (•Jiildl"l'll are Starving. 

SiAce 1Vl6 the vnlue of the agricultural 
output of the C'nited States, expressed in terms 
of that wohhling thing which '\"e call the dollar, 
has each ~-·~ar exceeded twenty billion dollars. 
In 1919 the totnl was nearly twenty-five billion 
dollars: hut in 1920, with larger crops, the value 
wns estimated at $19,856,000,000, or $5,105,-
000,000 bdow the total for the preceding year. 

In the month of i\fay, 1!)20, a general scare 
. was sent ·onr · through all t11e papers of the 
country that owing to the shortage of farm 
labor there was n practical certainty that the 
whole country would be faced with n food short­
age. As late as June 15th the publisher of 
Farm, Stock and Home, of Minneapolis, was 
nrgin_~ the <'011:,;cription of farm labor, so that 
the food supply of the country should not be 
menaced; tu1d ou the same date the then gover-

nor of New York Stateappointed·a Farm Labor 
Committee having as part of its mission "the 
economic problem confronting the farmer, in 
order that there may be a fuller production of 
food stuffs". 

'Vitliin a few weeks from that time farmers 
all OYt:r th& country ·were eomplaining that 
they hnd lost money on their" season's work, 
and if they had been able to seeure all the help . 
desired their losses wouM have been greater. 
In Alabama the farmers in 1920 harvested 
four hundred thousand tons more of the com­
modities which feed and clothe the world than 
they did the previous year, and received $128,-
436,000 less for their work. 

Farm Valuea and Income• 

U NCLE SAM'S farmers own one-third of the 
nation's total wealth. The value of farm 

property is now estimated as in excess of eighty ' 
billion rlollnrs, which is five times the value of 
all the railroads, twenty times the value of the 
iron a11d steel industry, and forty times the 
value of the textile industry. This farm value 
has incrl'ased sixty-five percent in the past five 
years an<l fivefold in twenty years, expr.essed 
in tenns of the dollar, which wobbles with every 
wobble of the stock market. 

It is generally <'once<led that, barring fire or 
other rnlnmity, the farmer is more sure of his 
home, food, clothing and reasonable comfort 
than a11y other worki>r; and yet the farmers 
themselves,· and many others on their behalf, 
do not rf'garrl farmers as properly paid, when 
the inve:-;tment and the labor are ta.ken into 
consideration. 

The uven\ge returns on the farmer's· invest­
ments increased from four pf'rcent in 1913 to 
seven percent in J!)I 8, w11ich was the farmer's 
banner :year; and the farmer's cash reward, 
over and above the products of the farm used 
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by his fhluily, was less than th·e humlted dol-
_ lars per year for the period. This about equalled· 
the average annual income of the iJ1uu:stmLi 
workers for the same period. Government tig­
uies fOF 1918 !;,howed that the aw rage net la9or 
income of all- the farmers for that year, includ­
ing all the member~ of the·[<mner .. s faniih·, was 
twelve hundred dollars. · • 

Detailed figures of farm meomes compiled 
by the Department of Agriculture in twenty. 
eight representative sections of tl1e Fnited 
States shows that the average ..:\1nerican farmer 
cleared $9.61 per \\·ee'k for . his own toil. On 
one hundred typical Incliana farms the former 
a\"eraged for se\"en years an annual wage of 
$558, after allowing five perrPnt for c-apital in­
vested and gi\ing his family the produce th~y 
directly consumed on the placC'. Jn Ki8con!;in 
a group of experienced formers made a study 
of their neighborhood, aud came to the con­
clusion that every capuhle, inrlnstrious man in 
the neighborhood accumulated ten thou::;:md 
d()llnrs more of property Pvery ten years. 

Capitalists in other lines ran sho\v much 
gr<>ater returns than thi;';, but "·orkers cannot'; 
and nothing is gained h~- pointing out that the 
nveruge wage of the farmer is less thnn hulf 
the average wage of cnrpt:l~tf·rs, brieldayers 
aml other skil11~d citv workmen. The latter mu.st 
spend a fonrth of· C1eir wa!2;u::. or more, for 
a t"Oof over their IH·a1!:::.. nnd a11ot!1c-r fnnnli, or 
more, for the food "hieh the farmer raises on 
his placE:', so tl:nt the net rPsult is ahout the 
.same-, except that the farmer can a.~rnmnlnte 
property ::mrl flot·~ flo :-o. 
Compnrin~ th0 farmnrs with other c·o.pitati:-:t:­

it is Vf'ry e\·icle11t that th~·y do not ol,tain aJe­
rluate l'C'tnrns on thPir i11,·p~:true11t;. as c·oinpnred 
with what othrrs recei\·e. Ther·c is 5C3rcelv am· 
otheF large imlu;:;try in ttu> Cutllltry that h;S not 
hrouq;ht forth large 1'ortn:wP. for :-'•H.:e of the 
most energetic in it, yet t11e intdlige11t handling 
of a farm n!Tor<ls as great an opport:mity for 
executive. ability as is needefl in a mt>reantile 
or manufacturing businC's:-::, an1l a rnueh greater 

. opportunity for hnril work. 
In the year 1919 three hundred a:1d fifty 

thousand corporati011~ in the l"nited States 
made net profits bn~nty-lin~ time~ gn.:ater tlrnn 
that of the se\·en million fanners. It took five 
hw1dred farmers to muke. as much as one of 
these corporations. The p1·ofit of one coal com-

puny during the World War was 7,856 percent. 

Fann Loan in 19IO 
JN 1920 the average farmer lost over a thou-

sand dollars on his crop. The crops were the 
most costly to produce in American history but 
when they were marketed the prices offered 
were thirty-three percent.below what they w~re 
at planting time. The sudden drop has left the 
farmer with a heavier burden of debt tlmn he 
has carried for a long time; and it is said 
that about one-fourth of them are virtuall~ 
hunkrupt. · 

)Iuch of what the farmer raises is fed to his · 
~tock: The bnlnnce which he ~>nld sell for cash' 
brought him about sixteen billion dollars in 
1919, but in 1920 this amount was decreased 
lw five nnd one-half billion dollars,; and if the 
d~crease in the value of live stock products be 
taken into consideration the farmers suffered 
a setback in 1920 amounting to eight billi9n 
dollars. )lost of this huge loss has bi!en ab­
sorb~d in profits by middlemen before t>he ulti­
mate consumer wns reached, so a considerable 
part of the farmer's capital nnd credit has been 
transferred to those who nlready have too mau::t 
fa\ors at the hnncls of those who have capital 
to supply and credit to extend. 

\Yith one-third of. the country engnged in 
agriculture~ the rest of the country does twel'<::e 
nl1d one-half times as much ''business", .much 
of it consistingin swapping the farmer's prod­
ucts hack nnd forth, always at a profit, and 
seldom to his· advantage or to the advantage 
or tho::::e who must.eat or wear what the farmer 
produces. · 

So ::;evere were the 1920 losses that in Texa~. 
Kansas, Illi11ois and Iowa the percenta3e of 

· decreased valuation of farm property amou11tt:d 
to between forty and fort)·.five percent. Land!'i 
in the ~fo~~issippi delta which brought ~00 
an acre but a little more than a year ago are 
now selling for $100 an acre, ancl mules whil?h 
then brouiht $:2.jO cnn noll--_ be bought for $7.'\. 
There is· ~om~ danger that in 1921 these lo~;;•·s 
may actnally produce the food sho1·tage whid1 
was predicted for 1920. Farmers can hardly 
be blamed for not wanting to lose the increased 
valu.e of their lands by producing crops at a 
loss; and as the farmer can ahvays produce 
enough to keep him~elf and his family, he has 
it within his power to create a situation more 
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tarible in poeaibili~ than it is in Pl'?bability. 

Competition from Abread 

a j I 5@ 

products of pauper countriu. But aotuall7, in 
1920, he had no foreign markets at all, aa we 
have seen, and was at the greatest possible 
disadvantage because his own natural market 
in the United States was invaded. I T IS a new experience for the .American 

f armor to ftnd his own market invaded; but 
the ·invuions have been 10 serious that during 

... the first eight months of 1920 the import of 
The only good hia foreign market did in 19~ 

was to fix for his products a price so low that 
he could not sell them for enough to pay for 
raising them. Then he had the double disad­
vantage that everything he needed ta purchase 
was bought in a lani. which has now for its 
manufactured articles the highest prices of any 
country in the world. Protection has protected 
the manufacturer in America, but it has not 
protecte<l the farmer. To thjs we must add the 
further fact that the fanner has hacl to pay the 
highest prices for la!x>r, due to the scale of 
wages fixed foi: the protected manufacturing 
industries. 

1 . foodstuffs waa alinost exactlv the same as the 
export, and in the month of August the imports 
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·actually exceeded the expo1·ts to. the amount of 
$55,900,000. This means that the high prices 
nling here attracted agricultural pr9ducts 
from other eountries to such au extent as to 
make the foreign markets of .American farmers · 
valueless to them. 

For the fiscal year ending June~ 1920, the 
United States imported the equivalent of twen­
ty-five million bushels of unshelled peanuts. It 
is estimated that in the vear 1920 the southern 
farmers lost from twelv~ million to fifteen mil­
lion dollars due to the importation of· peanuts 
from ChinJl. It goes without saying that . the 
farmers of the south are no more able to. com­
pate- with . coolie labor than is any other in­
dustry. 

in July, 1920, on·e steamship brought into 

During the years 1918 and 1919 the prices 
of farm lands throughout the country went up 
and up; and those who bought farms during 
those years, at three hundred to four hundred 
dollars per acre, are faced with ruin unless the 
farms were bought outright for caah. At the 
prices agreed upon the new owners can never 
hope to pay for them, and the holders of mort­
gages on such in.ve1tments have almost as much 
to worry about as the ones who <lid the pur­
chasing.' 

New York more than four million pounds of 
Dani~h butter, and for a long time it came at 
the rate of a million pounds a week. This ia the 
more remarkable, coming from Denmark, ·be­
cause at the close of the 'Y&r she had few cows, 
not having been able to raise enough feed for Improved Farm Acreage 
them, or to buy it from the United State.s during QF THE total land a:rea ol the United States 
the war. All t.liis recovery has taken plaoe in twenty-five percent is improved, ten per-
two years. cent is arable forest or cutover land, three per-

During the winter jnst past it cost $1.23 per cent is swamp land which need1 to be drained 
barrel for the j\faine potato growers, in the la- before it can be used, two percent is irrigable 
mo·ua Aroostook district, to land their potatoes land, four percent is improved land other than 
in New York, while Holland potato growers wood land, twenty percent is adapted to forest­
placed them on the dock in ~ew York for ry but not to general agriculture, thirty-two 
twenty-five cents a ba~rel. In the same winter peroent ia suitable for grazing purpo1es, two 
months four hundred carloads of finest lemons percent la desert and two percent has been used 
were dumped into a gulch near Los .Angeles tor city lots and railroad rights of way. 
because they could not compete in price with The improved farm aereage of today is 293 

· - -the lemons of southern Europe. The freight percent of what it was sixty-tlv.e years ago. tn 
charges killed all prospects of selling these 1920 it WBB divided into 6,449,998 farms, rang­
lemons even at cost. ing in value from six dollar• an acre for graz-

One reason "·hy the ..American farmer is now_ ing land. to eight hundred dollars an acre for 
in trouble is that, theoretically, he has a tree- highly developed orchards and truck gardena. 
trnde market to sell in, all of his products being But there is an ugly side to thi1 ~atter of 
aold at a price which enables them to compete improved acreage. One-hall the once tllled Iand 
1n the world's marltets with the oompetitive in New York and New En.gland 11.0Y lfee tdle. 
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Those who first farmed these lands sold· the 
fertility off without replacing anything, the low 
prices obtained for their products not enabling 

- them to purchase the needed fertilizer. . _ 
The recent census showed a net decrease' of 

one hundred thou.sand farms in ~ ew York, 
Pennsylvania, 'Vest Virginia,. Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois and. Michigan. There are twenty-nine 
thousand abandoned farm houses in Ohio as 
compared with eighteen thousand a year ago,· 
and seven men leave the farm every year to 
one that returns to it. This is a serious situ­
ation. In Iowa ther.e are 3,732 fewer farms 
than ten years ago, but there are 44,0!'1 more 
in lfontana, showing the drift of the farming 
population toward new lands. In the year 1920 
eight and three-fourths percent of the farms of 

- Michigan were "·holly idle, ";t}1 30,300 of the 
houses abandoned. 

Tenant Farm.era lncreasillg 
· JN ONE county in Illinois twenty percent of 

the farms are owned by men who have never 
seen them, and who live on the Atlantic sea­
board. They toil not, neither do they spin, and 
Solomon never had a softer tim~ in his palmi­
est days. Any i.mproYements on these farms 
mnst be made by the renter himself. Sixty per­
cent of the farmers of Iowa. are tenants, most 
of them paying an annual rental of twenty dol­
lars an acre. Unless these farmers make plenty 
of money tl1ey cannot get along: yet in 1920 
theY raised ~.-heat at a cost of $1.SS and sold it 

· at $1.45 a bushel, and raise<l corn at 75 cents, 
whfoh they sold at 45 cents. 

Of the farms in the :\[ississippi Yalley 60 per­
cent are worked by tenants; and DeKalh Coun­
ty, Illinois, has 72 percent. Snmner. C'onnty, 
Kansas, has 55 percent of tenants. In :\lissis­
sippi 66.1 percent of the formC'rs of tl1e state 
are tenants; in·Georgia 65.6 percent; in Son th 
Carolina 63 percent. Of the land in South Caro­
lina 68.7 pereent lies idle. Xegro owners operate 
one-tenth of the !'arms of the state. Taking the· 
·country as a whole it is estimatc·d that 37 per­
cent of all fanns are ope-rated hy tenants and 
9.3 percent more by lessees .. -.o t11at nearly half 
the land under tillagi> is h(~ing workNl hy per­
sons other than the owner. 

Soil ownership is the foundation of social 
order. Tab t11e land away irom th'l people. and 
you have another Mexico. When a man owns 

property he is not inclined to turn Bolshevik. 
Lenine arid Trotsky lost the support of the 
farmers in Russia as soon as they divided up 
the great estates among them. This is a.n eco­
nomic law which other laws cannot change. It 
is inborn in lnunan nature. These conditions 
make it highly desirable, if not necessary, that 
tenants i:!hould be able to get out of debt in a 
reasonable time- and become owners of farms 
on their own account. 

A tenant d~s not feel at h9me on another 
man's land. Unless he has the prospeet of own­
ing the farm which he leases he ha~ no induce­
ment to buil<l up and maintain the soil of the 
farm. If he c-nnnot i~rnke money he has no per· 
manent int<'re:-;t in the upbuilcling of a co:r;n­
munity, aw·l hence is not so good a citizen as 
an ownPr. In ~ome st-etions the net return on 
fanu laud8 is only three percent: and it is an 
impossibility fot" a farmer who is in debt to 
make enough to lift the mortagage, or even to . 
pay the interef-lt. on the mortgage already ex­
isting, withouf euttiug into his capital. The 
present outlook for tenant farmers becoming 
o·wners is not bright. ', 

Wheat Cods and Price• 

I N THE yenr 1915 the countries of the world 
pr9ducing more than fifty million bushels 

of wheat each were as follows, in the ·order of 
their production: United States, Rn:-!sia. Cana­
da, India, France, Anstro-Hnn_gary, Italy, Ar­
gentina, Ce-rmany, Spain, Roumania, Great 
Britain and Turkey. The rnited 8tates and 
Canada to.!!'ether produce-one-third of the wheat 
of the world · 

Xot all of the l"nited 8tat1•s is. a8 fal"'orably 
situated fo'r the production of wheat as ~forth 
Dakota. In that state, Juring the pa:'t fourteen 
years, by means of crop rotation, .~ood seed and 
good cnlti\·:1tion, 'the increas~ in wheat produc­
tion per acre has been fifty-four p1•rcent, and 
they hal"'e made some proiit even in had years. 
Eleven :-ears .. data on farm8 at Bathgate, L&ri. 
more. Hoople, Porthrnd Ju!il"tion ·and '"\""ahpe­
ton, X orth Dnkotn. nil in the Red River \'"alley, 
show thnt tlll' :werage ·annual ineome at these 
places! excln~ive of :rny cost for land rental C)l" 

interest on the inve:-tment, was $16.32 per aore 
per year. This i~ the interest at six percent on 
land worth $272 per acre. -

The Go,·emment investigated the cost of pro-

. .~· 
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duaing the UJ19 wheat crop on 'f81 farms scat­
tered widely oftr the wheat-producing areas, 
and found the average cost to be $2.15 per 

· bushel. In that year the Govenunent was guar­
. anteeing the farmers a price of $2.26 per bushel, 

and at that price one-half ()f the tanners who 
raised wheat raised it at a loss. On twenty of 
the 481 farms the cost of raising was over five 
dollars per bushel. On two of them it was less 
than one dollar per bushel. . 

Farmers have taken wide notice of the. fact 
that there is a great disparity between what 
·they reeL•ive for their wheat and what others 
receive. A Senator in \Vashi11gton made calou­
latious which showed that when the farmer was 
getting $8.37 for the wheat in a barrel of flour, 
the miller was getting $12.70 for the same 
wheat, the baker was getting $38. 70 and the 
Washington hotel-keeper $.387. 

Another Senator calcufated that a 196-lb. 
barrel of flour produces three hundred sixteen-
011Dce loaves of bread owing to the water, salt 
and other ingredients used; nnd his figures 
aJl'o~·ed that when a barrel of flour is made 
into hnkers' bread the farmer receives one-

.fourth of the retail price of the bread, while 
the other three-fourths go to elevator men, 
miller~, jobbers, wholesalers, bakers and re­
tailers. In the yenr 19~0, a most disastrous 
year for ,.-heat growers, the Xorthwestern flour 
mills made profits of 44.7 percent, and during 
the p1·eceding five years thei1· av.erage annual 
profits were 24.4 percent. 

,. Fixing,-, the Price of Wheat 

THE price of -\vheat is "tlxefl" in Liverpool 
and Chicago. Theoretically the price is what 

it is because a fairly constant supply, from both 
the Northern and Southern hemispheres and 
from wide ranges of climate, is pouring into 
the markets of the world, the chiefest of which 
is Liverpool, the principal port of entry for the 
world's greatest consumer. 

The l'nited States produces a surplus of 
wheat. Th~oreticnlly that surplus is- sold in 
Liverpool at auction, and the price which it 
brh1gs is the going price for all the wheat raised 
in the l-nited Stat~~. Yariou~ things conspire, 
howevt>r, to prevent the carrying out of this 
theo1·y without more or less intert'ert:nce. 

The ,.\merican farmer is a long way from his 
Liverpool market. Xot lllC'rdy is he confronted 

with the fact that transportation and elevator 
charges are all subtracted from the amount 
which gets back to him, and that he has limited 
means for conti:olling any of these charges. hut 
he is peculiarly helpless as respects the Liwr­
pool price. If arrived at by a conference in 
which he was in some way represented he could 
have more confidence in it. The prices ar.e real­
ly- fixed hy great financial ii1terests that have a 
controlling "say" in governmental affairs. 

·Even in normal times it has been learned that 
surplus manufactured goods hav.e been sold in 
foreign countries below cost, while the very 
highest prices were charged ·for the same goods 
here in America. The knowledge of this fact, 
and th.a certainty that he has paid the high 
prices for fhe manuf actnred goods sold in the 
American market, nakel:! the farmer wonder 
whether perhaps the same principle may not 
be working in the case of the wheat surplu::. 
except that in this instance there is no way oi 
holding up the domestic price. 

During the years of the war the price of 
wheat was admittedly fixed by collusion be­
tween the governments involved, and arbitrari­
ly fixed in such a way as to encourage wheat 
~rodnction in Britain and to take into account 
the incrC'nscd costs iu the United Stnt-es as 
co1i1pared with _\nstrnlia, and even with Cana­
da. In l!Hi, when the government-fixed price 
of Ilt-ifr::h wheat wns $2.24 per bushel, the prici=> 
of Australian wheat landed in Britain was 72 
cents lesn per bnshel. The knowledge of this 
rlifference v;as kept from .i\.nstralian growers 
by mec1.ns of the censorship. 

At one and the same time, when the British 
Government was paying $2..!0 per bu8hel to 
American wheat grower8, it was paying hut 
$2.20 to Canadian farmers· and as low as 06 
cents to $1.14 per bu:shel to .\nstraliai1 i'arm'°'r~. 
The compensation of the .\.nstralian farmers 
was kept down by jtr~.2;li11g the freight r~tr» 
which, 45 cents per _hushel between _.\ustrnlia 
and England according to the Brit!~h Blue 
Book, by a system of bookkt>eping on the pnrt 
of the Australian govermnent was mado to ap­
pear as i.f 96 cents. 

American governmental-control of prices flt'_ 
wheat and flour was· relinquished nt ''!~ end of 
May, 19~0, and straightway tl1e prie I' whPnt 
fell. From July first to Xovemher fir~, .he price 
dropped from $2.53 per bm;lwl to $1.SS. The 
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explanation offered for this is that the world 
bas not the purchasing power tb buy $3 wheat, 
and that Britain diverted her wheat orders to 
Australia, India and the states along ~e Dan­
ube, wheneyer possible, where she could get 
more forner money than iu the United State!). 
· The key price to farm products is the wheat 

price. .As wheat goes, so go all pr()ducts of the 
farm. Corn anQ. oats fall, if wheat falls, and 
rice, C"otton, tobacco, and finally garden prod­
uce slip down the price hill. A special attack 
was made on ·wheat in 19!20, which by a hidden 
fraud rapidly depressed the price. Like other 
international products the lowest price in the 
interuntional. market is the price for the whole· 
world.' Wheat comes largely from India, Rns­
~ia-t'ormerly-Hungary, .Argentine, .Australia, 
Xew Zc'nlnnd, and the united States. If the 
price oi wheat could be forced down in one of 
t lie~e markets the others would follow. 

It hnppens that in the Argentine wpeat mar­
ket rlwre are practically ouly five large buyers, 
Eng.Jami, Frnnee. Ilolland, Germany and Bel­
~·itrn1, whn cl~al through five firms, which control 
n11:;olutely the .. :\.rgentine market. If the rela­
ti,·ely sm«ll amount of wheat from .\rgentine 
f·nnl<l bt> forrrd down in price, the immense 
amount tl""!!l the C11ited ~tates would fall So 
th~se 11·: · enm1tri0:; t•o11:;.;pin!<.l to force down 
~\r~L·ntii:~ ''· !J,·;lt. Fnr day.-; at a time they would 
•·OL!::..:r:-· l::: : tay •>Ut of the ..c\rgentine market, 
and fro1:1 lack of demand the wheat offered 
th'C'rc.· 011 those days would drop in price as 
much as 8ix to nine cents_ a bushel. At the 
:::ume time the bnyers of these countries re­
frniue11 i'r1Jlll huyin.~ in the great Chicago mar­
kd for wilt'1t. thus crc:atin~ a :'ituation in that 
mnr!;:»t p•:eliiiarly su~cPptible to a low foreign 
pril'e. Thu; by /n11ul under the lead of Great 
Britain. rhe large~t buyer in the great wheat 
1·011~ni racy of 19:20, the price received for wheat 
hy t!:P _\mf:.'rican fn:-mcr was depressed with 
tUl(H'L-ci:-dent(!d rapillity, m~d with it went ~he 
•·ther ~rains and the rest of farm pro<luce, to 
d:e min or hundreds of thousands of farmers 
.,·ho got almost 110thing for their crop but hard 
, ... :.wk :l.n<l a !o:<s. , 

Tl:i::; joh '.n1.s pulled off by rich men, and it 
mt-. to ihi:-: ela:;.;s -thal the· .\postle .Jruues by 
in!-'p;nltion adclre~sed these hnrnin.~ worrls: "Go 
to 11r•w. ye rid1 men ... Yf' }~ave hPupr'rl trPa:<­
t:rl'.' tn:_:-1.:thn [not to keep but] for tlu.' ln=<t days. 

Behold, the hire of the laborers who ha-v:• 
reaped down your fields [the farmers], which 
i1 of you kept back by fraud, crieth [for divine 
vengeance] : and the cries of them which have 
reaped [the farmers] are entered into the eara 
of the Lord of Sabaoth'' (Greek, armies-this 
time the rich have done it once too· often; God 
is now paying attention to their treachery, and 
the great armies of ,the Lord-the politically 
embattled farmers and workers are already on 
the march against their oppressors, determined 
now that such wrongs shall be no more for-

. ever) .-Jam.es 5 : 1, _4. 

Wheat Speculation 

IN THE Chicago Board of Trade, in October, 
1920, more wheat was sold than was raised 

in the "C"nited States during the entire year, and 
the corn crop was sold fourteen times in the 
same place before a bushel of corn had- reached 
the markets. These speculators know j11st when 
the fa1mer must sell, and they take ad\antage 
of the farmer's necessities to gamble away hiS 
profits by trading in what are called ''options", 
covenants to deliver a given quantity of grain 
at a give1~ price in some future month. Farmers 
lmve under agitation plans to prevent this OP­
tion trading, a thing that wns done of its own 
...-olition by the Govenunent Lluring _the war, and 
until .July 15th last. 

The maintenance of the sy:;tem of fixing the 
price of the fai·m.er's products by gamblin;; on 
t-he stock exchanges results in low prices to the 
faru:er, high prices to the con:::u:ner. and an 
easy living and Ya:<t profH8 for thP :"[W<'nlators. 
The sv:"tem has its 1lefow1•·R,<:. T~!'J dai·~1 !s 
made ·that the ~ pccubtor ti:H• l~ to· :<t" '. .;r:>:e 
prices, and that fl11ct11ati•n1~ nr" d·.,·a~-;, :.;·~"·:lVr 
in markc:ts wh~re there i~ no or~;rniz :•l ;~1·t·l'U­
lation. For example, it i~ po!nbl oGt i'•'-t i:i 
London, in 1335, before the tlayo: of ~kn:·.:~ n[ 
Trade, wheat sold for· ten =<hilli:i~s a lrn.:·~i··l, 
and that the following year. on neeonnt o[ nn­
usually large crops, it sold for tt•n pence n 
bushel. The de\il never hesitates to go haek 
six hundred yenrs, or longer if neeC'S8ary, to 
find some excuse to jn:;tify ·hi:i Satanic- ma­
jc~ty's way of doing thi11g-:-<. 

Sat"ing Some of the Profits 

I T IS evident that !'ome one must hold the 
hulk of any erop m1ril it i~ cnn::ume<l, and 

the fannf~t·s claim that there is abundant evi-



~uc~ that "the wheat erop could not have been 
in more uu::crupulous h:rnds than the gang of 
gamblers arnl .. bai1ken1'' that have heretofor.e 
direett"l its di~ition. It is their claim that 
the Df:i~>ld custom of m~hing form proJocts to 
the market has playe~l into the hantls ol' the 
speculato~ who, haviug fort.-{'(} prices to_ the 
lo'\\·est point, stockecl up lw:wily. Then, 38 the 
prices advanced~ they reet>ived tl1e profits which 
the farmerM had been previon~ly forced to lo:!t!. 
TJu~::te 8pecnlators nre alway~ ret11ly to advance 

.- ,their prices after they haw the crop:'! in their 
hands, but only the most ur~:·nt i>i ren:-:ons can 
et1u.se a reduC'tion of e\?C'r ~·o little. 

.\)l endl'IIC(' that tl!f:.•re i:-l lllUiley in holding 
buck ".Yb•at until the time for eo11;,;t11!tption has 
arrived i:i afford{!•l hy th\" fad that in umnt•rous 
iustm~1·e:; where t'arnwr.• lttl\"e gone in together 
for ~:perntive grnin l'lP\·ator:5, the elevatorli 
have rnru.le a yearly intPrP:.:t of thirty te> one­
hurnlre<l pt-ret·11~ 011 th(· i;n-e .... t1rn·nt. 

Two of the lnrgest eL\-:lt•>r ;o;y::;tems in Cana-'· 
da are owned and operatPd by lil'ty-nine thou­
sand farm :::hurehol<ler~. The::;e are the United 

, Grain f:r<)\'\f'rs and tlu.• ~askatehewan Cooper­
. uth·e !·:!~·ni.tor Companie:-:. In a<ldition, ·the 

Domini•'>n Gon~rnment has :-;tornge elevators 
with u e~pneity ot' e)e,·en million lm:::hels. 

Tllroud~out tb~ cli.,trict:; :::erved by these 
sevt:>n hundred co\ipPrati,·e e I e ,.. at o rs, the 
farmer rlr:<t b1·ings in his wheat anrl receiYes a 
C(·rtain price. Later in the yPar, as the price 
bE-come~ more. cle!i.nitely fixe1 l, he gets a little 
morl:': and at the end ol' the Year he gods the 
balancl:'. By this method the ·man wli~ raise~ 
the wh-:~at gets the .foll price for it, i.n.steud 
oi hn·.-1.i~ the profits divert(·cl to th~ pockets 

· of speculators. 
Fnrr.1er:-; of the l:nitetl State8 Irn.~.-e now taken 

·up thi:-: matter of coi5p~·r:1ti,·c C'l'_•,·ntors in earn­
est, with pro:-;pects ot' ill:crestin~ (!evi:lopments 
\nth:n tl:e 11ext yenr or nvo. Such nn elevator 
company was Ol',!;"anized at Tw~n Falls, Id:!ho. 
Octolwr 11, 19:20, and 1louhtk:0:s in ~cores or 
hun.}rc1!~ Of other plaCC!S. 

)fo::rntim~, the farm<!r.s hm-e nrnk•rtnken to 
acco:!1:-ili:-h sonll.'thing by g1Jin~ :\t thin.~s in a 
cruder n~1d l<.>:<s effl'<'ti,·e way. Tn Xorth Dakota 
twe1:ty-thr.ee hank:; wcr•' ~·Jrr··.~il to sit down 
and wait qni1:tly, with ··l·;~r-d door$, unt~l th~ 
for!li.:>r:' i;ot rl'a<ly to :--r·ll thir .wheat. '.vhich, 
at tl:~ time ot' our i1iformatio11, they were re-

fusing to part with for less than · $2.50 per 
bushel.· . 

At the end of December •. 1920, sev.enty per­
cent or the farmers of Xebraska were still 
hol<li11g to their wheat, waitjng for a three 
\lollar price. There is a risk iii nil t~s, however, 
along with the- <.-hanee for a profit; for as soon 
a::1 Canada. - .An~tralia. Argentine and other 
wheat-produeing com1tries tind nu artifieially 

·good market <.'reated by the withholding of 
.. American wlteat" they are hound .to take ad­

. vnHtng'.e of the situation to ru~h their own 
pro<ltwts into the mid. 

In Kau:-:rui, iri Deet>ntT.,.-r, then~ were se,·enty­
::.:e,·.t•rt millio11 lm:-:h.-1:< of wheat :::!tore<l. waiting 
for u ht•tter price. It mnke~ tlie heart a<.'he for 
the p1·omi:<1•d king1lom of GnJ to read that at 
that ~mue tiint• twC'nty million people were 
::tnn;u,:; in China .. purt•uts were ~elling their 
fonrteen-year-Hld girls at four to five tl•)llars · 
t-aeh, to lw! tnkPtl- to thL• <:itie::; amt pltwe<l in· 
brothels: ~l!ld a:.: tl:t•y thf•ms•·h·l's lt•.1'.t their piti­
ful howl::, to :'l1H0 \·1· by the \\·ayside L•bewhere, 
they were tyi11.:r their yonn~r>r children· to the 
trees ~o that the little one:; co.nlil not follow 
them. ,ye hm·i· ::tarvntion in .:\' ew England, _too. 

People who g·Jihly <inot1.>, ··God's iil His hea­
,·en, all's right with the \rnrltl' .. , :-:honld n~e their 
brains and k•am that \\"C' are now living in the 
time of Sntun·:' kin!;ilom. not Chri:'t":< kiugtlom, 
and thnt the wlwh• troulile \\'ith th!' world is 
that the DP:--ire of all Xations is not yet in con­
trol. Ent c-l:1·1·r- l!!\· tht• Daw11 is rwar! 

Fn1·mpr~ \\·ho are tryill~ to •:xtew.l tlH:ir ici::i.r­
ketil!~ p0riods have goorl Bihlieal m~thority for 
the stora~e or t'ood in time:-: of piL'nty. as wit­
ness· the ~tory of .J o~eph, \\·ho sn,-ed th·~ surplus 
in the :-1.'n·n year~ ot' plenty to la.5t o'.·er the 
~c·ven y(•ars n[ fnm!ne .• .\.$ far ns the eon::;ua1ers 
an• col1een~('d. thPy wonl1l ·Jw quite us well 
pl1~a:.:cd. and th1·ir interr·:-ts quite u5 .:,·i:U cared 
fnr. ·if the ~tori11g of grain wert~ done by the 
farmer$ until tht• time or eo!i:::tunpt!on, as they 
wonl1l if• 'I):>• l,y thn~e fr!:tn\'id intere:;ts ,,,-hich 
Ji1n·(~ ::<•> al:t1:!1lu11t1~: pro\·i·n in the recent pa.!t 
thnt they cnmwt be tru:-tr·d in '!11!/thi>l!! which 
ha.-: io 110 with the welfart• or th!:.' p•!tlp!,~ nr i:n 
any ::;tatPn11·nb wh;ltr:v~r tl~:1t tb:~· m:1'.: ·. \Iany 
eom:tri•·:-- 11!' tl:t• wurld nr~ ,.:i:r•rt •:>( ·.-.!i~·:it. l-nt 
do not !1::-:.·,. t!:•! money t•> h1y. Th'.:s :3 trne of 
G1>rrnnuy, _\u"'tria am\ .\rme!?ia. 
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Federal Reaeroe w. Farmer. 

I N GoLDEX . .\o:s No. 37 we have discussed the 
Banking a·nd Pawnbroking question at quite 

tome· length, and matll' :--11111e rHen.•11t.· . 
attitude of the Federal Reserve Bank toward 
the farmers. It here seem::-1 a<lvisahle to l'xtend 
dlese remarks; for it ~eems evident that the 
farmers will never receive from this in~titution, 
hi carrying their products until th<' rna1·kets 
are ready for thew, the assistance that has been 

· and ia btt.Wg freely granted to thl~ johhers an<l 
wholesalers aftl'r thP farmer::-' pmdn,.t:-: art" in 
their hands.· 

The Fed.era! ... i..e~t>r\·e Ha11k i:-: a pn, ately-
0""Tled institution controlled hv Wall Street 
banker~. ruder the law the Se~retan· of the 
Treasmy is the chief officer of this· ="'·stem. 
W11e11 in the winter of 1920-19:!1 the r.~rmers 
oan1e. tu the then Secretary of the Trl·a:-:ury, 
ulrillg his consent to the principle that ware­
house receipts, based on the prorlucts of the 
farmers, should be made the basis of credits 
to be granted to the farmers hy the Federal 
Beserve system, he refused point blank, though 
he consented that those same product~, after 
they had'left the farmers' hands. should be used 
aa the basis of credit to the phig-hat gamblers 
and profiteers that hav.e done ~o much to ruin 
the world. 

The Federul lteserve system was found ade­
quate for the financing of America and her 
allies during the war, but credit to the farmer 
has been restricted and the rate of discount 
on farm products has been raised. The hanking 
ret0urces of the United States were ~tato?<l hy 
the Comptroller of the Currency to he ~33,0';'9,-
108,000, and as America is the credit-r·:~ervoir 
of the world it is passing strange that the tem­
porary support of credit on the pt-rfretly liquid 
assets of fann produce betwe<'n l1an· .. ,t time 
and time of· need shoul<l be beyond it"" l1''"·i: r~ .. 

The banks, including the Fedf'ral I1··=-1~1Te, 
have protiteered all the time, awl are ;,,till pro­
Ateering. )lore than a billion dollars wa~ being 
loaned on 'Vall Street as call monev at the ,·erv 
time when the yeomanry of the gre~t 'Yest wer~ 
vainly seeking to hpld their products a little 
time for a better price. A crop represents a 
whole year's work to the farmer; and if he has 
no oredit and has to dump all his. prouuet.s on 
the market at once, and take what is nffered 

him at the time the price is lowest, he is treated 
most unfairly. 

The proposition recently made to transfer the 
one hundred million dollars of profits of the 
~'ederal Reserve Bank to the fa.rm loan banks, 
and thus aid the farmers, is like expecting a 
man to get well by sucking the wound from 
which he is bleeding to death, and then swal­
lowing the bloo<l. '110 get the point of this re­
mark, take note that in Iowa and other western 
states, in October, the banks were demanding 
a twenty-five percent dis<'onnt on farnwrs' eight 
percf"nt notes. 

Siuce thn wnr the situation calls foi· more 
money to the average man, and a greatl.'r dis­
tribution of money than ever before; and the 
efforts of Big Business to force things hack to 
where they were before the war erui succeed 
only in throwing fa1;t11er out of joint conditions 
which were already sufficiently disorganized. 

The Federal Reserve Bank began the policy 
of restriction of credit eariy in 1920, and the 
business of the country went down before that 
policy like a house of cards. It may be good 
business to ruin the country's business so that 
the business of the country will not be ruined 
by some other means, but th.ere is a vague sus­
picion that the financial interests which seized 
billions in profits during the war are now trying 
to double those profits, already capitalized, by 
making every dollar twice as valuable as it was 
when the profits were made. 

Some of these men are frank in saying that 
the job was badly overdone. Some in the Fed­
eral Reserve seem to have sensed the sama 
thought. The Chicago branch of that institution 
requested the fanuers of Iowa to accept their 
losses and pay the Iowa b~nkers w~at was ow­
ing to them, because the Iowa banks were then 
short of money nnd would be until the f arrnfO'rs 
sold their grain and paid up. · 

The financial interests have the farmers at 
their mercy in another way. There are three 
groups of bankers in 'Vall Street who dominate 
the 2G7,000 miles of railroad in this country. 
These railroads wield a crushing po"'·er over 
the farmer. They are now squeezing him as 
never before. The rates are sky-high, so high 
indeed that many shippers now send thPir 
goods by truck rnther than try to use the rail­
roads at all. 

1.1he 'Var Fina11ce Corporation might con-
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eeivably have been of .Ome nlp to the farmers. 
.. A.t the. time it. ..... diuolved. it had" in hand 

applicationa amounting to one 1 hnndred million 
dollars for the export of copper, .steel, tobacco, 
eotton,. coal and 1hip1, backed by prominent 
bankers of . Italy and Czecllo-Slovakia. 

MHt Coat. and Loaa 

DURING the year 1920 all kinds of live stock 
-· horses, mules, cows, steers, eheep and 

hogs- decreased in numbers in the United 
: States, and the decrease in their values over 

the previous year ,was $2,250,000,000. Part of 
this dee~al!e is due to the fact that Europe 
and .Ameri<'a cannot a:tford to eat much meat, 
and the American farmer could not therefore 
a:.fford ta raise it; and part is due to the fact 
that other counhiea are raising meat in larger 

- quantities than previously. 
Before the war Brazil exported annually leSJ 

than two million pounds of meat; in -1919 it 
uporteci" two. hundred and fifty-one million 
pounds.· Before the wnr British South Africa 
exported five hundred thousand pounds of meat; 

- ·in 1919 it exported forty-six million ftve hun­
dred thousand pounds. 

What is true of wheat is true of meat. The 
farmers do not receive as large a proportion 
of the consumer's dollar as they lhould. There 
are-towns in the United States where there is 
one meat dealer to every four hundred of the 
population. These deniers take large profits 
on their sales, and even at that can hardly make 
. a living. 

Five farmers, visiting Washington, D.C., in an 
e1fort to have something done for the farmers, 
paid eleven dollars for a modest meal con­
sisting of steak, potatoes, corn, bread, batter 
and coffee, with no dessert and no tip; and when 
th~y came to figure it up f onnd that the farmer 
who had produced the food had received just 
eighty-two cents of the amount. At that time, 

· within a few miles of the capital, Virgin_ia steers 
were selling at eight eents a pound. 
. Reports of go'\"ernment e'!tperts showed that 

. in DeKalb County, Illinois, only si.~ty miles 
from the. plants of the millionaire paeker!I! of 
Chicago, in the seal'on of 1918-1919 only forty 
percent of the cattle were produced at a profit, 
while during the 1919-19~0 !eason only five and 
one-hall percent were produced at a profit. 

In :No•ember a ship arrived in New York 
r-· 

with one. hundred and !fty thow!and earcue1 
of New Zealand lamb at fouteen cents a pound, 
which is less than the American farmer Ca.n 
raise it for, and pouibly leu· thaa the New 
Zealand farmer him.all ean ni.se it for. The 
effect of thai ~..-t, and 'tJ.e "attendant cir­
cumstances, wu. that two tho1111and ~eep sold 
in the Chiea.go ttoetyards at a price which net­
ted the shippe~ only thirly-f~ cents a head, 
and a farmer near BlaisdeD,.N. ~ who shipped 
twelve sheep to the South St. Panl market re­
cei ved a net return of tbre. cents.for the twelve. · 

On the- d~:man~ of the Government, and with 
a view to lowering tk .~.Of:.Qving,. the pack­
en knoeked th@~ bettom: 9,\lt .of· the hog market 
in the Fall of ~91~ and· ~of American 
fannen went 8-knrpt.. ~:i1b«hter of the 
faimers was, follo'\f'~d by,--~~ of eleven 
pereent in t1Mf price of~;~" During the 
month!! that f~owed,. U.• ~•rices of p9rk 
and pork pr~~'~ "'·bile the 
wholesale price of JQCk •'1• ll®f was falling 
nearly ooe-hal!..; . . . ; . J j : /': . 

In June, 1920,. to show th•·rii.tthat the profi­
teers had struck and wen ... aiill keeping up, the 
farmer wa.43 getting $5.50 per hundred less for 
bis pork than the year previoua, and the retail 
prices of ham w~re $3.00 per hundred mof'e. 
A farmer near Baltimore sold his pigs at seven­
teen cents per pound, and ehops from these 
l!am·e pigs wem delivered· to his own home and 
charged at forty-five cents a pound. Th January, 
1921, hogs weighing two hundred. pounds each 
were being sold for nine dollars apiece . 

As late as April, 1920, .the farmers still had 
great" hopes of making money in meat. At that 
time, in Villisca, Iowa, a pure-bred Poland­
Chin:i sow, which had been bought :fifteen 
months previous for $265 was sold for $40,000. 
It was a bad buy for the seeond purehaser. 

Taking the Skin OIF 
THE Hide. and Skin companies have been 

taking hides of the farmers recently at a 
price that is illuminating when we ponder over 
the propaganda with which the country waa 
flooded only a little while ago to justify thei 
outrageous prices for shoes. A few illustrationg 
tell the story: 

J. \V'. Patton, Rayville, Mo., sold a hide at 
fiv.e cents per pound. The hide brought him -
s2:so; for it weighed forty-sL"t pounds. On the 



same day Mr. ~~tton had his shoes half-soled, 
the leather •ij:)ijag perhapt a °pound, and paid 
$1.40 for th& i*W•. wonder what Mr. Patton 

· thought tl1af nt• when he went home with his 
ninety cents, his munificent reward for skinning 
the cow and taking the hide to market. · · 

· A ~uiJscriber in Pennsylvania reports send­
ing a calfskin and a Iiorsehide, both large, direct 
to a tannery company. For these two hides he 
reeeived $2.50" net, after the expressage of $1.25 
had been dedneted. Shoes ought to be cheap at 
that rate. 

We have before us an invoice or credit memo­
randum of the Southern Hide and Skin Com­
pany, J aeksonville, Florida, made out in. fa.;.or 
of J. W. ~Ioffitt, Hallandale, Florida. It allows 
five oents p<.>r pound for one green-salted hide 
ostensihly weighing thirty-five pounds. The 
word ns we got it from Mr. :Moffitt, through a 
friend, was that the hide 'weighed very much 
mote. It had been cured by having not more 
than a pound of salt rubbed into it. When the 
hide arrived the Hide and Skin Company "de­
ducted" a weight not stated for the salt in 
the hide, ''deducted" ninety-seven cents more 
for freight chnrges, and rewarded Mr. Moffitt 
with seventy-eight cents for skinning his cow, 
Clll'ing the hide, wrapping it up and shipping it 
to Jnck~onville. 

'Ve thought this so rich that we wrote to the 
Hide and Skin Company inquiring whether they 
had any securities on the market of interest to 
investors; but they must have smelled a rat 
among their hides somewl1ere, for the letter 
that we longed for never enme. However we 
did get au answer to the letter which we w'rote 
.Mr. Moffitt asking whether we might publish the 
facts about the taking of his hide; and his letter 
in reply giv.es some more facts and shows that 
this first Hide and Skin Company were bene­
factors to humnnity compared with the next 
crowcl he fell in with. Ile snys: 

"Perhap!'! you better not say anything about that; 
for I got di•~a.tisfied ";th that firm and shipped to 
Rabel Brother~ two hides a few clays apart and received 
for the on•: thirty cents and for the other ten cents; I 
•lon't mean per poun1l. but thirty cents and ten cents 
"llch. Tiu:'.• ·iid !Zny that the hides arri•ed in bad con-
1litio11. whirh might be true or might not. One hide 
waf! ~hippNl t1ro hours after being taken off the animal 
and ~Iioul<l ha1·c been in Jacbon~e the followinr 
11101'1li11g. at moe.t not over twenty-four houn of? the 
a11inial. The other wu three« lour days here bef~ 

ghipping, bnt was salkd. I should have kept both bides 
lo~er; tor the one I kept the. longer brought the higMr 
price. No I I don't care what you say about it; you 
have the facta, only the income tu man znirhi pt nut 
.to the facta and get me on e:xceu profits." 

Garland Morriss, of Manteo, Virginia, sent 
a fourteen-pound cowhide. to a hide and fur 
establishmeBt in Richmond, was allow.ad four 
cents a pound for it, total fifty-six cent& From 
this amount forty cents was deducted. for ex;. · 
press, and the remaining. six~n cents was f'Or­
warded in postage stamps. Thia wu in J anu~ . 
ary, 1921. 

W. A. Sewright, Buffalo Gap, S. D., shipped 
a fifty-pound hide to a hide-buying. firm in 
Omaha, was paid six cents·& poUDd on thirty­
f our pounds, total $2.04. But there was de­
ducted $1.61 for freight and. thil'q~e cents 
for cartage, so that the •' amouat received 
for the hide was four ·eenta. 
' H. M. Scott, Stanley,. North Dakota, shippecl 
a cowhide to Minot, N.D.; and after the freight 
charges were deducted he received a net return 
of three cents. · 

C. D. Helms, Marmon, North Dakota, holds 
the banner. He sent a thirty-one pol1lld hide to 
the Watertown Hide and Fur· Company. He 

. was allowed four cents a ·pound for the hide; 
but the freight charges were $2.09, and the Hide 
Company sent Mr. Helms a bill for eighty-five 
cents for sending.them the hide. And shoes are 
$6 to $16 a pair. -

"\Ve hope that as lfr. Helm looks at that bill 
he gets joy from knol\<ing that in the year 1919 
the American Hide and Leather Company niade 
265 percent profit over their 1914 profits, and 
that in the same year the Central Leather Com­
pany made 103 percent over their profits for 
the previous year. The accumulated profits of 
Central Leather Company rose from 7! millions 
in 1914 to 30i millions in 1~19; the dividenas· 
of the American Hide and Leather Company 
common stock were thirty-five times as great 
in 1919 as in 1915, when they were ample; and 
the profits of.the great Endicott-Johnson Shoe 
Mfg. Co. were $9,.791;580 in 1919 as against 
$2,17 4,430 in 1915. The cost of the leather in 
a shoe is about one-sixth the price of a -shoe. 

Speaking of hides, the profiteers skinned tlie 
farmers and the rest of the people alive, and 
then were in deadly fear of the shadow of the 
penitentiary for their offenses tinder the Lever 
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Aet. It "·as ncetlful to keep attention off from 
themselves; and through their newspapen they 
kept up a suceeslSion o'f roan for"Amerieanimi" 
again.st pro-G.e~s, Bolalievia\..: and Bed.a 
until the Supreme Court decided they had 
not violated the Lever Act. No further need of 

· a smoke screen, and the newspapers are again 
about ·the domestic business of maligning the 
NonpartisanLeague ~d other away-from-Wall-

- Street movements. · · 

.. Milk. Butter and Egoa 

I N New Yo.rk, when the consumers were pay­
ing sixteen cents a quart for milk, the pro­

ducers were being paid sil and one-tenth cents 
a quart. In Chicago, when the consumers were 
paying fourteen cents, the farmer received iive 
and t'\Vo7tenths cents; and in Omaha, when the 
consumers were paying 1'.fteen cents, the farmer 
was receiving six cents a quart. The farmers 
think that this is too great a gap. 

The warehouses about ~ ew York are crowded 
· with condensed milk and evaporated milk put 
up when sugar was twenty cents a pound. This 
milk is held-until rotten-to be sold at fifteen 

· cents to twenty-five cents a can, and cheaper 
milk and cheaper sugar now in the market are 
being refused by the manufacturers until the 
old product is '\Vorked off at the war-prices· at 
which it was made. In the meantime the con­
sumer pays high prices, the farmer has no 
market for his milk and must kill his cows for 
beef at a time "'·hen the beef market is all shot 
to pieces. 

\Vhen butter was selling to consumers at 
eighty cents per pound, the producers ''ere be­
ing paid but forty-fiy-e cents. In January, 1921, 
the farmers in Tennessee were being paid only 
twenty cents a pound for their butter. 

·.Barly in .January twenty-one carloads of egg3 
rfrbm China and three carloads from Japan 
came through in a solid train from Vancouver. 
These eggs crune through in twenty-one days 
from Japan to Vancouver and in ten day! more 
were distributed, twelve carloads in Ne'v York, 
seven in Boston, four in Philadelphia. They 
arriY-ed just in time to conunand a '"inter price 
of sixty-two cent8, but the arrival caused a 
drop of ten cents a dozen in the wholesale 
market. 

In the same special egg train came four cars 
of choice California egg~, which find their way 
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into the New York market through a CC>Opera. 
tive society. Thia soGi.ety makes a apecialty of 
shippinc the eggs in a uniform and attractive 
manner. 

On February eleventh, when the finest graded 
California eggs were sellillg in the wholesal• 
market of New York at forty-thre. and forty­
four cents per dozen, retail grocery storea in 
New York, operatins large caai.na of stores, 
were charring the people eiahty-fov cents a 
dozen for the same eggs; and aa, erss make up 
twelve percent of the business of the average 
grocery store the people may judp whether or 
not they·were fairly treated. 

PuUin11 the Wool Doer 

ONE of the concerna that stood out with"lOO 
percent [ p r o ft t ] American"· distinctness 

duri11g the war was the American Woolen Com­
pany. If you had known how this company in­
tended to stand by Uncle Sam in hia hour of 
n.eed; and had invested one hundred dollars in· 
its shares in 1914, you would have drawn out 
$459 in dividends during the next fivo years 
and could then have sold your stock for $1,204. 
Uncle Sam got after this concern for profiteer­
ing at his expense, only to find, by the decision 
of a wise judge, that woolen cloth is not woolen 
clothing, and that therefore no way existed un­
der the law to make the chiefest of all cloth 
profiteers disgorge. 

Now let us see what follows. The wool manu­
facturing interests must. have sold out an enor­
mous quantity of wool, bought at .a low price 
and sold at a high price, ~ order to ha\e caused 
Cncle Sam to cast a s-.ispicious eye at its enor­
t~ons profits. Having sold out the Govermnent 
and the people at such outrageous prices that 
suits of ordinary clotlling :-old in the retail 
stores at one hundred dollars a suit, what 
would be its next policyT Why, of cour~e, to 
lay in another enormous stock of wool at a low 
price. How can this be done t Use all influence 
with banks (and people who have cleared mil­
lions of dollars in profitSl always have plenty of 
influence with bnnks) to Qurtail the credit of 
the fartners so that the farmers will have to 
throw everything overboard. Then· those that 
hnve nccumulated vast surpluses of cnsh can 
invest to their heart's content until another war 
can be arranged or a propaganda dev~loped 
showing that the country is short of wool, and 

• 
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the p•ioes ean be sent 8.kyward .a.gain. It is all 
nry simple; it works like a pump. 

Something like th i s has happened. 'Vool 
prices have collapsed, and the warehouses are 
jammed with raw wool, the estimated total be­
inc about f onr billion pounds. ::M.eantime the 
peo.ple are largely clothed witli "all-wool"' goods 
made of old woolen rags, hundreds of tons 
of which are imported from Germany. It is 
claimed that the people, to live comfortably, 
need about twelve pounds of wool per year, but 
are not able now to get three pounds. 

An ordinary suit of <.'lothes weighs six pounds. 
During the year 1919, when the price of wool 
suits was $100, the average price paid to wool 
producers was sixty cents per pound, ~o that 
the wool in a suit at that time was worth about 
$8.60, not affording any too much rt.>a:mn for 
the quadruple prices charged. 

It was stated in the L'nited States Senate 
that dnring the war, when nll the women of the 
land were using wool in Red Cross wo1•k, and 
paying for it at the rate of $4.70 to $5.25 per 
pound, the farmer was getting for the same 
wool only seventy cents in the grease, or one 
dollar and forty cents scour.ed, and the yarn 
makers had done not a thing to the tarmer's 
product but to dye it and spin it into ~·arn at 
a cost of a few cents a pound. 

Pruit Grou:era' Troubles 

FBLTIT-GRO,VERS always take long chalices. 
U it is a good year for fruit, everybody has 

fruit and the market is glutted, with no profits. 
J'ruit mnat be supplied to distant markets, with 
often a poor chance of finding a remunerative 
market on arrival. In the great Yakima Valley, 
Washington, in the winter of 1920 the ware­
houses were piled with high-grade apples, the 
bins were full of corn and the fields dotted 
with stacks of bay for which there were no 
purohaaers. Farmers with hum~r orops were 
unable to raise enough money to pay the inter­
est on their mortgages or to pay their grocery 
bill1. 

Transportation is a deci<li ng factor. Cars 
must be had promptly for i::ome kinds of fruit, 
or the crop is valuf'lf'~:.o:. Fonr thousand cars 
of peache~ nncl other perishable fruits were 
waste'l in \Vestern X ew York last year because 
the shippers conld not obtain cars for their 
transportation. FNight rates are prohibitive. 

The demand of the railroads for excessive earn • 
ings is strangling the country. Distribution in 
America coats, in all its items, one-fourth more 
than in any other cow1try. 

Melon-growers in Colorado and the South­
west find theID8elves unable to stay in the busi­
ness on account of the excessive freight rates . 
It now costs $3.07 to put a crate of melons in 
Chicago against a cost of $1:96 before the war. 
Thia may help melon-growers in New Jersey, 
at the expense of their western brothers, but ... 
there is small comfort in tha4 to any one that · 
loves justic~. Melons remain high to consumers. 
When the farmers were being paid but eight to 
ten cents apiece, the consumers had to pay sixty 
to eighty. 

While thousands of cars of apples were rot- , 
ting in various parts of the country, the prices 
for apples at fruit stands in the large cities 
remained the same as during the war. The best 
apples cost seven to fifteen cents ea.eh; and in' 
the dining cars the former is charged the snme 
price for one bake cl apple tho.t he gets for a 
whole bushel on his trees. _ 

At the time when alligator pears were being · 
sold in 'Vashington ~arket, · X ew York, at 
three for twenty-five cents, they were being 
served in Broadway restaurants at sixty-five 
cents ench. This idea of multiplying the market 
price of food by about eight seems to be a 
principle with ~ew York restaurants. If your 
income is small and you wish anything to eat, 
you had better get in line on the raw-food fad 
now coming into prominence. 

Statistics show that for a box of grapefruit 
retailed at six dollars, the grower received one 
dollar, the picker and pack1'r one dollar, the 
brokers, conunission men and jobbers one dol­
lar, the transportation companies one Jollar 
and ftfty cents, and the retailer one dollar 3nd 
fifty cents. 

Potatoes and Other Vegetables 

THOSE who were connected with the food 
administration during the war have admit­

ted that, contrary to fact, & propaganda was 
deliberately started to the effect that there was 
a bumper crop of potatoes, so as to induce the 
farmers to send their potatoes to market quickly 
and break the price. In other words, the 
farmers were delibeFately lied to and robbed 
bY. the transaction. In the spring of 1920, in 
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the groeery•''itores of New' York city potatoes ·· ty cents per bushel and no demand. In the Pd 
were sellinl'' &t . twelve and one-half cents a of 1920, when the wholesalers in New. York Wft'e 
quart. · charging only one cent apiece for first-cla11 a&D-

. At Poughkeepsie in March. 1920, the price of bages, the retail dealers were charging twenty 
potatoes was so high that George Booker of cents apiece for the same cabbages. 
Hyde Park; N. Y:, sold three bushels. and with 
the proceeds bought a ton of coal :inti 11ad 
money left over. The next day he sold thirty 
heads of cabbage and bought another ton of 
coal with the proceeds, and again he had money 

.. left over. Six months· later the~ were fifteen 
million bushels of p o t a t o e s stored in ~fa.ine 
warehouses with almost no market in prospect, 
and ln Virginia Irish potatoes were sf!llint.~ for 
fifty cents a barrel and prime _sweet·potatof~s nt 

- one cent a barrel. 
In the spring of 1920, in the g;ocery stores 

in New York, tomatoes retailed at ninetY-five 
cents a pound. Six mont11s later Mnryl~nd's 
great tomato crop was rotting on the ground; 
for canners could not afford to pay anything at 
all for it, because the warehouses arn iill~d with 
high-priced canned tomatoes. Yet, nt the very 
same time, hotel keepers in Boston were charg-

-., · ing $1.70 for two tomatoes with the skins re-
moved. · 

In the.fall of 1920, at the very time when lima 
beans were selling in Boston at eighteen cents 
per pound, the farmers who raised them were 
being offered one and one-half cents per pound. 
In the spring of that year string beans in New 
York sold at twenty cents per quart. 

The Bureau of :llarkets, of the United States 
Department of .\gricultur.e, has assist1td the 
bean growers of New Mexico to organize a 
Bean-Gro"·ers' Association; and it is estimated · 
that as a result of cooperative selling thlP.e 
growers have saved seventy-five thousand dol­
lars in one year, a tenth of. which was saved in 
~uying their bags in carload lots. 

In the year 1919 .John J. Scofield, Wappin­
ger's Falls, New York, on one and one-half 
acres of land, raised all the food needed by his 
O'\\-U family and sold $1,300 in vegetables be­
sides. On Jun~ 27, 1920, the Department of 
Agriculture reported that California onion­
growers were plowing under their crops be­
cause the onion:o1 would not bring the cost of 
marketing. In A.ngust, 1920, thousands of crates 
of Cristobal Peri;; Selected Valencia onions were 
thro"-n into thf> ocean below New York city 
beenu~ the selling price at that time was :;oven-

Cotton·Gl"Olffn Ruined 

I N Oklahoma, in the Fall of 1920, from fifty to · 
sixty percent of the ·cotton crop was not pick­

ed, because it was cheaper to let the cotton rot 
in the fields than to piei it. The cotton-ginnera 
were charging the same price for ginning and 
bagging t11c cotton ·aa during war time, and t.he 
price of cotton shoestrings at the local stores ' 
was fifteen <'ents a pair .. After disposing of 
what cotton they did .have ginned, it is claimed 
that Oklahoma cotton-g.ft>~ ~ere able to pay 
only ten percent of tb~ de~ 

Cotton-growers- wfio e%peete4 aid in carrying 
'their crops ·were disapp0inted. . Banks which 
had promised aid carried tlie producers only 
sixty daye, but t11e big banks will carry the big 
cotton gamblers long enough. Be assured of 
that. And the big gamblers will figure on so 
steering things in Europe and Ameriea as to 
emerge with great profit& It is estimated that 
even now the world is· .cutting into its cotton 
stock at the rate of five million bales per year, 
and it is but a little while since the· world's aot­
ton conference urged the South.Jo increase ita 
cotton production from 11,500,000 bales to 15, 
000,000 bales. 

Millions of pounds of cotton were bought and 
stored at tw.elve cents. The cost of producing 
this cotton was much more than this; and aa 
sixty-two-percent of the cotton-producers are 
tenant farmers, and pay one-fourth of all they 
make to the landlord, large numbers of them are 
ruined. Those who harvested ~their crops and 
sell th~m piecemeal perhaps do as wisely as is 
possible nnder the circumstances. Night-ridera. 
are now forcing cotton-growers to cut their pro­
duction in half and to agree to plant their own 
food on the remaining acreage. 

· '\11en the cotton-grower wants cotton goods 
he must giv., up ten pounds ot cotton for one. 
pound of cotton' cloth. Before a committee of the 
Unitecl Stntas Senate, in the spring of 1920, a 
Senator exhibited a piece of gingham for whiah 
he had paid $4.~0, and for the cotton in whlah 
the farmer had Ncelved twentv-6.ve centa; • · 
piec~ of voile which cost the Se~ator $3.4S and 
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teturned nineteen and one.half cents to the 
tanner; a handkerchief which cost the Senator 
twenty-five cents, and for the cotton in whioh 
the farmer received one and om~half cents. 

To6acco and Other Southem Product. 

THE Department of Agriculture has. esti­
mated that the cost of growing tobacco is 

thirty-six cents a pound; and when the central 
Kentucky tob:- ·co market opened on January 
third at Lexin .on, tobacco was sold at one-half· 
cent a pound, equal to that sold at the same sale, 
the year previous, at fifty to sixty times the 
price. 

The net profits of the United Cigar Stores 
Company in August, 1920, showed an increase 
of more than one hundred percent over August, 
1919. How do they get away with this, year 
after yearf As previously stated in THE GOLDEN 

A.ca, "out of every dollar sold by the General 
Cigar Company in 1918, 34 cents was profit, 
while in 1919 it was 38 cents, but this was not 
enough, so the price of this company's 7-cent 
cigars was increased to 8 cents." 

Following the collapse of the tobacco market 
in Kentucky two thousand growers, representa­
tives of one-hundred thousand growers, entered 
Into an agreement not to plant any tobacco in 
1921; and a similar organization has been per­
feoted in North Carolina. This will probably 
mean bloodshed. as it is doubtful whether all 

· growers will concur. 
The South has wonderful possibilities in the 

w1.7 of food production. Concerning sweet pQ­
tatoes the statement is made that more bushels 
ol this crop can be produced per acre than of 
any other, that any soil will grow a crop, that 
they are easy to cultivate, easy to harvest and 
easy to keep, and that from them it is now pos­
sible to produce 107 useful products, including 
four. kinds of flour, four kinds of meal, five 
kinds of library paste, four kinds of breakfast 
foods, two grades of coffee, two grades of tapi­
oca, forty-five dyes ranging from rich orange 
to jet black, fourteen candies, three stock foods, 
fourteen wood fillers, besides starch, vinegar, 
ink, shoeblacking, chocolate compound, bisque 
powder, rubber and molasses. "1lat a wonder­
ful world this will be when the human family 
gets down to the business of taking care of 
its e 1 f instead of supporting intnnational 
butchers-and profiteers l 

_ 'Pie peanut is just as wonderful. Ther.e are 
145 ways of preparing peanuts for human con. 
sumption, including mock chicken, duck, turkey, 
goose and oyster, which, when properly done, 
can with difficulty be distinguished from the 
real meat. A pound of peanuts contains a little 
more of the body-building nutrients than a 
pound of sirloin steak and twice as many 
energy-producing nutrients. It ia a soil-builder, 
bringing free nitrogen from the air; and it has 
a beneficial effect upon the human system. 

A safe farming program, endorsed by ev.ery 
banking concern in Geneva county, Alabama, 
recommends that every farmer in that county 
plant six acres of cotton, six acres of peanuts, 
twelve acres of corn and velvet beans, two acres 
of fall-sown oats f olln··· .. <l by hay crop. and 
three acres of grazing crops for hogs. 

Co-o.?erative Bu11in11 nd &Uino THE farmers are a unit in wanting Govern­
ment cooperation in farm marketing and 

buying, and well they may wish for these things. 
As matters now stand, the farmer is getting 

only from thirty .to thirty-five cents of the dollar 
which the consumer spends for farm products. 
In -the month of October Government statistics 
showed tliat there was a deer.ease of nineteen 
percent in the prices paid to the farmers for 
their products, and a decrease of only three 
percent in the prices paid by the consumers. 

All the way down the long line from farmer to 
consumer, the jobbers, elevator men, packers, · 
millers, wholesalers, and retailers, have insisted 
not merely on profits, but on war profits, long 
after the farmer had been made to liquidate. 
Meantime the farmer has been paying war 
prices for farming implements, clothing and 
such items of food as he did not himself produce.. 
Legislators might at least get together and re­
quire that the original sale price of every farm 
article be plainly marked on it. 

Since the losa of his own market the farmer 
has had to stop buying, with the inevitable 
concomitant that the city worker has almost 
stopped eating. The farmers are the larg.eat 
bu yen of manufactured products, and they can­
not buy when farming is unprofitable. On ac­
count of the mild weather and slack work in 
the cities during the past winter the demand 
for food was much lighter than usual. 
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The farmet' organization 'movement gro'WB hands. Between 1900 and 1910 the male farm 
apace. Our lad information showed that at that populatj.on of Illinois, I~wa and Yisaouri fell. 
time thirty.sewn states were membei:a of the off three percent; but the production of corn, 
Farm Bureau, with eight more expecting to join wheat and oats in those states increased tw.entj-­
aortly, and only three states in the Union - one percent, due to .fann machinery and im­
Alabama, Mississippi and South Carolina-not proved farm method& • With a silo a farmer can 
yet organized. · · now feed a carload of cattle with the crops from 

A million and a half farmers are already sixteen acres, where before it required twenty­
members of this Farm Bureau. The organiza- six acres. 
ti.on was born in an. endeavor to feed the world The solitary farmer of today with a tractor of 
and bring about a successful issue at arms ; and average power can plew four or ftve times as 
iiitw it ia not at all dis~sed to go out of exis- much land ·as the farmer of twenty-five years 

. tance, as many politicians would gladly have it ago with a hand plow a.nd one pair of horses. 
do. This Bureau has the definite object in view There are 110,000 farm tractors in the United 
of seeing that the farmer is carried over for States, exclusive of sales mad& in 1920. Fifteen· 
the full year, if necessary, instead of being com- thousand of these are in Kansaa; and if run day 
pelled eachFall to sell out to the speculators and and night for one hundred daYa they would turn 
tha gamblers, the bankers and boards of trade. over more land than the to.tal area of Massa-

Having noted that the Government itself has chusetts, Maryland and Vermont. 
developed a bad habit of waiting until harvest A new 'form of tractor thnahing machine 
time each year arid then launching a drive makes it unnecessary to haul grain from field 
against the prices of the farmer's products, to stack. The thresher travels about the field, 
1,235,824 voters in the nine Northwestern states threshing as it goes the grain which ia pitched 
of Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South into it. 'Vith this machine four men will thresh 
Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, Montana, Idaho twenty acres in a working ·day. In the corn belt 
and Washington, broke away from the old there are husking machines which enable a 
parties in the Fall of 1920, and cast that many farmer. with one boy to gather and husk twenty 
'Votes for Nonpartisan candidates for governor to twenty-five acres of com per day, saving the 
and a million votes for the Farmer-Labor presi- .labor of five or six men, and bringing Armaged­
dential candidates. This has worried the poll- don thus much nearer. Labor saving devices do 
tieians. save labor; never doubt it. In one way they are 

Cooperation is developing rapidly. Six years a blessing, but are not now· under proper <>on­
ago there were five hundred cooperative so- trol. 
cieties in the United States. Now there are Farm Labor Problem 
eight times that many; and in the past year IN THE spring of 1920, when. the farmers were 
they handled $1,500,000,000 in the marketing of planning their operations, they were short of 
farm products, operation of elevators, ware- help, owing to the great prosperity of the manu­
houses, fire insurance companies and wholesale facturing industries of the country at that time. 
and retail concerns. Some claim for them that The boys who go to the cities do not come back. 
they control annual products worth $7,000,000, The fixed hours of labor in the cities the leisure 
~; if "'!heat, ~ live st~~ an~ cott~n .be hours, the lights and the movie show; hold them; 
included m the list. These cooperative societies · and since the advent of the machinery they are 
are .~ow purchasing machinery, lumber, coal, not so much needed on the farm as formerly. 
f e~ze~s, fl.our and butter for their -~embe;s. Only ten percent of the workers who left the 
Cahforma Citrus growers are expendmg $700, farm for ~-ar service returned to their farm 
OOOayearadvertising-'-enlnr.zin<! th"ir markets. occupations. 

Jl'arm Machinery 

PRESENT day methods have compelled the 
American farmer to become a mechanic, and 

he has done so quickly. The introduction of farm · 
machinery has released great numbers of farm 

The 1920 census shows that the cities are in.: 
creasing in population sev.en and a half timt5a 
faster than the rural districts. The population 
of the world is increasing two percent ~r year, 
and the food supply about one or one and one­
quarter percent. · 

_....,.__.., _______ . 
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In 1879 the ·average wages of farm hands 

wer~ $10~43 and board; in 1910 they were $"27.50; 
in 1920 thev were $64.95; in Calif ornin und ~ e­
v~da the a~erage was $107. A special t-ffort was 

·made in 1920 to t~e good care~of th(, harvest 
labor, which starts in Oklahoma in June and 
moves gradually ~orth as the season advEr.nces, 
terminating in X orth Dakota in the Fall. A 
ntlnimwn wage of seventy c.ents au hour was 
given to these workers in Kansas. In )faryland 
"·ages of agricultural laborers for the coming 
season hn\"""e been fL"(ed at one dollar per day 
and hoar<l; in New York state the wag:es are 
fifty dollars. in the ).fiddle ·west sixty-five dol­
lars, an<l in !own and :Minnesota us high us one 
hun.drl'<l dollars per month. 

In the ~"a~on of 19~0 a~rienltural laborers in 
Spain reeE:>ivecl seYen hundre<l to one thousaud 
pesetas a::: their ~-early wage, and three hundred 
to four fmndred pesetas for the harvest period. 
It takes five pesetas to make a dollar. These 
wage~ are three times the wages ever before· 
paid in Spain; they indnde food for the 
workers. 

A plan by which one man can do all the work 
on a hundred-acre farm is the division of the 
farm into fiw equal parts and rotation of the 

. crops on a fin~-year rotation, as follows: (1) 
corn fo be "l1ogged off''; (2) corn to be cut 
and rye ~o,·rn; (3). ry.e and young dover to be 
"hogged off'' and pastured; ( 4) clover and 
timothr, hog pastured; ( 5) timothy and clover 
for hay or pastute. It is claimed that by this 
system the farmer recovers eighty percent of 
the fertilizing value of the crops which the hogs 
harvest for him, and the system also allows 
for a large amount of organic matter which is 
plowed under. 

Some ha,·e argued that farmers would get 
more and better work done if several farmei-s 
would work a Jarge acreage together, than for 
each farmer to work a small farm indepen­
denth-. One man mav ha\·e a natural fondness 
and ~kill in caring fo.r animnls, another may be 
proficient in the nurture of soils, another in the 
eare of fruit, another in vegetahles an<l another 
in grain. It is claimed that this would produce 
better results than for each man to try to do 
twenty differ.ent things without adequate aid as 
so many of our farmers are trying to do today. 

Farm Women and Honan 

C OXDITIONS of farm women are much 
better today than ten years ngQ, but still 

leave much to be desired. Of the farm women of 
the country thirty-two percent now have run­
ning water in the house, ninety-five percent have 
screened windows and doors, ninety-five percent 
h av e se,ving machines, seventy-two percent 
have telephones, twenty-four J>erce!lt haTe vac­
uuni cleaners, forty-seven percent have carpet 
sw.eepers, twenty-one ~rcent have some kind 
of lighting system, and twenty-six percent have 
gas or electric irons. . 

Of three hundred and sixty farms studied in . 
~ebraska ninety-eight percent of the women 
bake their own bread, ninety-seven percent 
do the family sewing and nmety-nine percent 
do the family washing and ironing. Twenty­
three percent of the women help take care of the 
live stock, forty-tW"o percent help with the milk­
ing, ninety-seven percent wash the pails, ninety­
one · perce.nt wash the cream separator, and 
seventy-seven percent make the butter . .Alto­
gether, it is estimated, the farm woman works 
sixty-One percent harder than her city sister. 

,Sixty-two percent of the farm homes have 
autos, and twentypercent have bath-rooms. The 
average f anu house is five and one-half miles 
from the f arnily doctor, twelve from a trained 
nurse and fourteen from a hospital. 

Calculations based on one thousand farms in 
various parts of the country show that in the 
summer the average farm woman works thir­
teen hours and has two hours of rest daily. rn· 
the winter she works ten hours and has one and 
one-half hours rest daily. 

Farn1 houses should be back from the road to 
avoid dust, should eomrnan<l a view of the en­
trance from the road and a view of the barn 
door, should be handy to the shop, implerr.ent 
anrl poultry ~beds, and should have cement 
walks to the barnyard. Barns should be two 
hundred feet from the house, and not in the 
direction of the prevailing "inds. Barnyards 
should be kept dry by being well drained. To 
this end the eave troughs on tlle building• 
should run into cisterns. 

Statistics show that illiteracy in the rural 
communities is twice as high as in the c~ties, and 
the Children's Bureau of the· United States Gov­
ernment is undertaking to see what can be done 
to regulate child labor on the farms some,...hat 

t . 
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.. it is regulated in the eitias. It is a fact also, 
· ltrangely enough, that instead of being stronger 
physically officials in charge of the draft found 
the country youths a shade inferior to thPir city 
80118ins. 

- l'raen:;ation of Fertility 

U~TIL a few years ago fa: .. ms .'\:ere cultivate~ 
m such a way that the fertility of the soil 

wu s0on exhamsted; and when it no longer paid 
to farm a certain tract the farmer moved on to 
·~ more favorable location. This can 1_10 

longer be done. Tl1ere is now a much larger use 
of commercial fertilizers than formerly, and the 
modem theorv ii' that of feeding the plants 
rather than th~ ~oil. About eighty percent of the 
fertilizer bought by t'he farmers is filler, worth­
lus material on which the farmer pays freight-; 
and not all of the remaining twenty percent of 
-nitrates, phosphates - and potash is of real 
benefit to the farmer. . · 

The Ohio State University puts out a leaflet 
-calling attention to the fact that Ohio pro­
duces annuallv three ·and one-half million tons 

-\of strn"·, that this has considerable fertilizer 
value, estimated at not less than three dollars 
per ton, and should always be utilized, either by 
hat being passed through stables and pens and 
ttsed for the absorption of liquid manures, or 
else used direct. A ton of straw to the acre 
spread on wheat in late November or December 
ia often h~lpful. :\Core than a ton is not desir­
able, how.ever. Sod ground is a good place for 
surplus straw. 

In the year 1904, and perhaps at this- time 
also, there was a little farm of fifteen acres 
then owned by an ex-minister by the name of 
Dietrich. On this little farm, at the time it was 
viaited bY the editor, 'Mr. Dietrich was support• 
in~· twentY-nine head of cattle and thr.ee horses. 
He raised° all the feed for his stock on the fifteen 
acres, and sold ndditionally considerable hay 
and grain which he was unable to use. Hf> had 
a good-sized house and a barn on the premises, 
and in the year 1903, besides maintaining him­
self and family from the proceeds of the farm, 
he made a. proftt of twenty-one hundred dollars. 

Mr. Dietrich hrou.i;ht the farm to this con­
dition, where it pro<luces three crops annually, 
without expending a dollar for fertilizer of any 
kind. The cattle nre of a variety that endure 
oonfi.11C'ment; their stalls are of cement; every 

f 

ounce of solid or liquid manure. ia carried out 
and put in· a di:ft'erent place on the farm each 
day. The result is ~hat the vegetation is so thick 
and heavy that weeds are comp.Lately choked 
out. There is scarcely a weed on the -place. All 
this was done on an ordinary clay soil in only 
twenty years, illustrating world-wide certain­
ties in the Golden Age. 

About the Dietrioh place, on all sides, were 
farms many timea as large, where the owners 
use large quantities of fertilizer every year, 
gather but one crop a year, and only just man­
age tt>.. get along ooi:nfortably. Most farmers 
throw away all their profits with a dung fork. 
The "C'nited States Department of•Agrieulture 
can give further particulars about the Dietrich 
farm to thoi:se who seek information regarding. 
this profitable little investment. 

The United States Department of Agricul­
ture has shown by its studies of the relation 
of acreage to crop yields that the average fer­
tility of American fields is steadily rising; but 
it is nothing now to what it will be some happy 
day. One-third of the countrr has now been 
completed in _soil surveys. These surveys are 
widely consulted in conneotion with the pur­
chase of laud, selection of crops and planting 
of gardens. 

·-
Recent Farm Dlacooeriea . 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY b o tan i s t s 
devoting themselves to p!ant breeding~ are 

endeavoring to produoe new varieties of plants 
which are immune from disease; and they have 
lately developed a new wheat known as "yeo­
man", which it is claimed yield1 ninety-six 
.bushels to the aare. American scientist. some 
years ago developed another remarkable wheat; 
but when Pastor Russell heard of the disoovery 
and made it widely known, the Brooklyn Eagle 
and thousands of preachers following in its 
\Yake denounced these disooveries as a fraud, 
despite the Government endorsement and the 
subsequent proofs of the remarkable- prolific­
ness of the variety. We may have an article 
on this '"miracle wheat" in a later iesue. 

The Government scientists have disoovered 
a suitable method of utilizing oorncobL A large 
quantity of adhesives is obtained and a chemi­
cal named furfural, useful in the manufacture 
of plastics. Almost the entire _remainder of th• 
cob is useful in the manufacture of wood pulp. 

• 
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.A weed, kadn,, heretofore 'supposed .to be 
-yery objection&We, has been found to be a most 
proli4a and profttal>le forage plant, producing 
four Cl'Opa per year. It is said that stock will 
lea•• all other growing crops for the luxury 
of a feed on kudzu, and that the· hay crop is 
.not injured by waiting for fine weather. 

By the application of lignite to the soil it 
is claimed that the soil is radimnized, noxious 
inlect pests are killed, and wheat is· enabled 
to resist the attacks of rust and other fungns 
diseases. Experiments, which it is claimed have 
demonstr::ite<l that the value of a crop can be 
doubled in a single season, ar.e said to have been 
made by ~Ir. John Rowshall, Yictoria, B. C. 

M. E. Duntley, Kalan~uzoo, ~Iiehigan, has in­
·vented a 1;md1iu.e which takPs up the soil, cooks 
the wortns ancl pests out oi it, and <leposits it 
behind the cooker in the same way that any 
plow deposits soil. · It is elaimed that this 
machine makes the i'oil !"unitary and clear of 
eT"ery pest. It is said to luwe been used "-ith 
success on fields in \risconsin. · 

Foreign Agriculture Notes 
JT IS e~timntetl that in the year 19:20 the 

farmers of the British I:"les received £307,-
000,000 more for tlu·i1· crop..,, than in H.114, one­
[ourth oi the amou11 t ea.eh on hay, grains and · 
meats aml the huL.rnee on milk. ·potnto~s and 
eg!;"· . There is an incrc·::i.se .oi S;)0,000 acres in 
cultivation ·w·c.-r tl::-:t cultivate•l before the war, 
but some of it is 1:0\\. g-o:n.!r hack to pasturage. 
T1wre <'..i"P lnr·;e are;i.;-; in E.11.:..;hirnl suitable for 
foocl pre· ;11di.-.11 tliat are at prr>sC>nt reserved 
Por sport. 

Sixty Y•':! r,: n:...'·o :'Cv,,11ty-fh·e pereent of the 
popnbt!c•ll .. f F'r:1nee "·a:; rural; 11ow . t0i:e than 
half or it i~ in t~;. c-itie~. aJlll thl· - rnin crop 
hn~ • lwin· l!f'< l tl!itil it is only Ii::! t" wliat it wa:;. 
Througl;. iit 1-'r;mce tht'l"e Ul"l' ruhlic \\"are­
hon::;t.'S Y\ '.i.·l"<' th::? fnn1wr c-~1!l !'tore hi;; prndnee 
a1i<l th1:•1 r~:'.:<> th~ warra11t:'I or \\";ln·hnu."e re­
CPi pt~ nr· l 1":1 i!'e money upon tl:<':, 1. ..\..rnerira 
m!.~bt k .. •.-.· the .~H!llP, hut fo1· the g-rain :-pC>cu­
lato1·~ a:;.] ~Lt, hn11k•·r~. The Fr<>n<'h are taking 
fo _.\m•·:·:,-:~n r'arm mnd1inery~ althon~h the 
..\rn1~ri('t1.:i i:1rmn has still i=o great a lead that 
he pro1~w'·" tl:rPe times the amount of food per 
man. Dr:,.:~'A' tr;1ctors in Franca is not as safe 
as in tlw Cnitr·d :States. In .April, 1920, one of 
them ran iu to :'Ot11e unexploded shelhi n 111 l 'killed 
twelve ~rsons. 

• 

In Belgium only 5.3 acres a.re cultiva5ed for 
each person enga~ in agricultur.e, wilereu 
in the United States the corresponding 1ipre 
is twenty-seven acres. Taking both acreage and 
yield per acre into consideration, the averap 
American farmer produces two and one-half 
times as much as the Belgian farmer; two and 
three-tenths times as mneh as the English, 
three and one-dfth times as much as the Ger­
man and over six times as-much as the Italian. 
Denmark leads the \\·orld in productivity per 
acre, and has the finest system of rural sohoolB -· 
in the world. 

The Roman Campagna, from being in the 
time of the Qesars one of the most highly · 
cultivated garden spots in the world, becama a 
marshy, malaria-infected desert.· This has now 
become again a garden spot, all aa a result of 
being drained,. loosened up by dynamite and 
suitably irrigated. 

. 
A Beautiful Dream 

I ~ THE farming commwrity of the future 
the fields are not laid out in squares, but 

in the form of the spaces be_hYeen the spokes oi 
a wheel. The hub of the wheel is the community 
centC'1· of four square m,iles. of farm territory, 
an<l the location of all the homes, the village 
library~ schools, lectur.e room.'!, -stores and 
places of worship and amusement. There is a 
community creamery and canning kitchen, a 
community water an<l lighting system; no 
police, preachers or politicians are needed, no 
doctors and no undertakers. Eight roads radi­
ate from the ct>nter to the principal points of 
the cornna~!I, and are as well built as the Roman 
roa•ls o'i old which, niter two thousand years, 
are :-:tlll in 11:-:P in sowe plaees. The roads are 
lirn:( l \\ iJ1 fruit tre..:-~, from ei1d t'o end. There 
ar<• no other orc·l1a rds or need of any. ~o par~ 
o t' anY farm i~. a:-; much ns one nhd one-hali 
111ik~ ·from.the :-:ocial ecuter whieh is the home 
of Itll, and yet l•ach family has its own separate 
horne. _\t the c.enter there is a small factory 
where :-:ome of the local product.s are made up 
for n;;e el~iwhere. It gives employment to the 
formers for a few wteks in the winter; for the 
entire! conununity are stockholders. The young· 
people do not go nway: there would be no better 
plaee for them to be. This dream fulfilled will 
he paradise; and will be better far than we have 
pictured, in the Golden .Age now at the door. 
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The English Press a, R. H. a. (I.ondon> 

ENGLISH working-class people are at last 
realizing to a considerable extent the enor­

IJlOUS influence which the press has played in 
the molding of publio opinion and in the con­
tinuance of the present social system. For 
years, they now· see, they have read and ac­
cepted without equivocation whatever has been 
presented to them in their daily papers; and 

. , -they ha,·e been deceived i n t o supporting 
schemes and principles which have eventually 
worked out their own injury and subjection. 

Things are now beginning to alter; In the 
same way that the laboring classes nOVl see 
that ecclesiasticism has used its.influence as a 
bulwark for capitalism, so they see that the 
press has used, or misu8ed, its intellectual in: 
flue nee for the same purpose. 

The British Independent Labor Party has 
publishec) ·a booklet which reveals the fact that 
there is a group of British newspapers which 
controls, or whose proprietors control, each of 

. the various industries of the country. There 
' iS one group controlling and looking after the 

coal-mining interests; another for iron and 
steel; another for ship-building; and so on. 
Consequently, whenever there is an industrial 
disturbance in any industry, there is bound to 
be an influencing of public opinion against the 
workers concerned. The same tactics are used 
against individuals. _ 

l.fany EngJish newspaper reporters are get­
ting tired of having their "copy'' altered, so 
that in print it reads the opposite of what they 
actually ·wrote. One capable English journalist, 
whom I met recently, has refused to be associ­
ated wjth any capitalist newspapers, and has 
jC\ined the staff of a news agency which is 
n~tral in policy and reports facts correctly. 
On one of the great London daily newspapers 
which ~npports the coarltion government, near­
ly all the editorial staff are Socialists; and 
whenever a new wage demand is made and 
refused, they commence a "tell-the-truth" cam­
paign. The result is inevitable: the proprietors 
have to give way or face an humiliating ex­
posure. Hundreds .of British journalists who 
see th~ "inner circles" of life are Socialists; 
thousands are trade unionists. 

Lord Northcliffe is making a bold attempt 

to atop this revolution in the ~wspaper world. 
He i1 .airoularisin1 colleges and scllools in the 
coun•ry for promising and intellipnt young 
man to take up journalism. It will be a sorry 
day for many journalists if he succeeds in get­
ting the number and "kind" he requires. 

Upton Sinclair, in his ''Brass Check1', shows­
the condition of the American press; but the 
condition of the Engli!h press is no better; 
probably worse, because its influence is exer­
cised in a more subtle way. 

Both ecclesiasticism and the press have 
played their parts in the vain attempt to keep 
the old order going. Although both have failed, 
there is . evidence of a great onslaught in the 
future. As I sit writing th.is, hundreds of people 
are gathered in a market place near by, 
demonstrating against the Government. Tlie 
strains of the "Red Flag", the Socialist song, 
can be heard from the great throng. Many of 
them are unemployed and half-starving. They 
long for a better day of truth and righteous­
ness. My mind goes forward to the time w~1en 
our daily papers will herald the advent of Mes­
siah's kingdom in all its glory; when all shall 
~ow the Lord and not be deceived. Newspapers 
will ha\re changed in control; but their mighty 
intellectual influence can then be used for good; 
and "truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again'~ 
and tell :ill mankind of the love and power of 
God. 

Item Requested by A Sufferer 
lJT not your heart be troubled, neither let it 

be afraid. You have God's Word for it tha-t 
"neither death, nor life, r1-0r angels, nor pri::•·:. 
pal.ities, nor powers, nor things present. 110 r 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor ~1.ny 
other creature, shall be able to separate ns frn1n 
the love of God, which i1 in Christ .Je::;n~ onr 
Lord". (Romans 8: 38, 39) "Fear none of thn:.:P 
things which thou shalt suffer." (Revelntion 
2: 10) Keep your hopes fixed on the Lord an I 
He will deliver you in due time. "Is any t/ii;'!' 
too hard for the Lord7" (Genesis 18: 14) C'ht·Pl' 
up t Others have passed through the ~ame 
waters and now :rejoice that they had the ex­
perience and so will you. Resist l Resist! 
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Mythology and the Bible (Part Two) 

a, Morron Bl,. (QLu,ow) 

THE monumenta of Egypt show that the wor· 
ship of Oaim date1 from the earliest tim.., 

ud t!aat ht wail regarded aa the "god-man•who 
~tr.ad, died, ron again, and reigned eternally 
in hta••·· He was th• Hting 'of eternity, lord 
of the everlastingnesa, the prince of gods and 
men, th eod of gods, king of kings, lord of. 
lorda, prince of princes, the governor of the 
world, whose exiatence is everlasting". (Papy­
""' of .Ani, Plate I, in the Britiah Museum) 

· Oliria was the god who made men and women 
to rise from the dead, and bestowed npou them 
everlasting lite. He was the resurrection itself. 
--GuUle to the Egyptian Collectio11 i11 fM Bri'l-
iah Mustum, p. 139. · 

We have already seen that, after the death 
·and mutilation of the body of Osiris, the man· 
god of Egypt, by Seth (Sem or Shem), Horus. 
the son of Osiris, assisted by a number of beings 
who were called the "followers of Horus", per­
formed a series of magical rites whereby the 
r.ejeining of the limbs of the god was effected, 
and he revived. The Egyptians argued: "Cer­
tain ceremonies were performed by Horus on 

· . the body of Osiris, and he was mummified, and 
as a result he rose to everlasting life; we there­
fore will have the same ceremonies performed 

. over 011r dead bodies, that we also may live 
again". This seems to have been the reasoning 
which originated the practice of mummification. 

, The Egyptians firmly believed that if the body 
was not pr.eserved after death, future life was 
inipossible. Consequently they endeavored 
above all else to insure that their mummies 
would haYe perfect protection, spending large· 
sums of money on intricate tombs, etc., so that 
it may trut11fnlly be said that this people ex­
pended more upon the dead than upon the liv­
ing. _It demonstrates how "void of judgment" 
they were, and how deceived by Satan; for how 
could· t.he preservation of their poor bodies 
secure for them a future life l 

We are reminded of the Apostle Paul's ridi­
cule of 'some w110 were evidently arguing like 
the Egyptians: ''Thon fool, thou sowest not that 
bodv that shall he!" It is estnhlished that in the 
earlier centuries the bodv was fir~t dismem­
bered before mummification, in imitation of the 
dismembered body of tl1eir- god Osiri8. In con-

trast, the Lord foretold . by His holy propheta 
that the flesh or the world'a true Redeemer 
would not see corruption, nor would a bon~ of 
ID1 body be·broken.-Exoqus 12:43-46; Psalm 
34:: 20; John 19: 33-36; Acts -2: 31. -

It i8 important to notice that in their elal». 
rate religious system, the idea of f'e9ent0ft0c 
never eatercd the minds of the Egyptians. With .• 
them the commissi9n of sin wu regarded aa 
merely a breach of the ritaal law of the com· 
munity, and ·could be atoned tor by certain pay­
ments, after which the law-breaker considered 
himst!If free from all obligation, real or moral. 
In the Coptic, .-hlch is t~ nearest to the ancient 
language of E~t, there is no word for ''re. 
pentance•; the translators were obliged to 
transfer the Greek word itself into the Coptic. 
version of the New Testament. As all heathen 
religions are essentianY t.he same, tbis mani­
fests a vital difference between them and the 
true religion; for repentatiee from llina i1 the 
first step in the work of salvation, u decslared 
by the Apostle Peter when he addressed the 
assembled I.sraelites in the temple: ''Repent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out". (Acts 3: 19) The Papal Church 
!ollows the lead of its ancient type in di21an­
nulling the need !or repentance from sins and 
atonement by the blood, by institnting "indul­
gences" and the "sacrifice o~ the mass". 

ri,le Log and Christmas Tree 
One of the titles of the false Messiah wa1 

Baal-berith, w11ich means ''Lord of the. Cove­
nant," and as such he is referred to in Judp1 
8: 33--"' And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon 
was dead, that the children .of Israel turn )d · 
agail! ... and made Baal·berith their god". 
It is now recognized tl11e.t the 25th day of De­
c.ember, although called "Christmas-day," is not 
the true date of the birth of our Lord Jesus. 
The beginning of October is more nearly correot 
for his birth as a man, and April for his birth 
as a new creature. Rnt the 25th day of Dece~­
ber was originally observed by heathen coun- . 
tries far and wide, in honor of the supposed· 
bfrth of their false :Messiah ('Vilkinson's Flg111'­
tians, Vol. IV.,- p. 405) and it we.s in order to 
conoiliate them and to nell the. number of the 

, 
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nominal adherent• of Christianity (so-called), 
· that the same festive-day was adopted by the 
apostate church, ~riving it only the name of 
Chriat. 

The Christm~tree, so common at_ tii.'' , ... y, 
wu equally common in Pagan Rome and ~gypt. 
Thie is the reason why ''Babylon the Grent" 
adopted it; for there ia no command in the 
Scriptures reqniriug the followers of Christ to 
observe the day of his birth by Christmas-day 
celebrations. Briefly-the putting of the ''Ynle 

.. , -log" into the fire on Christmas eYe, and the 
appearance next morning of the Christmas-tree 
laden with gifts, represented the consuming of 
the great god who, like the log,ha<l been cut in 
pieces, and his after-birth in newness of life 
as the "Branch of God", or the Tree that brings 
gifts to men. 'r11e Egyptians used the palm for 
their Ch1·istmas-tree; but the people of Pagan 
Bome useq the fir, because the fir-tree covertly 
aymbolized the risen god as the Baal-berith of 
old Babylon: for Baal-berith, ''Lord of the 
Covenant," differs only one letter from Baal­
bereth, "T.ord of the Fir-tree". 

1'he God Saturn, and Bull lV or ship 
The mystical symbol of Osiris was the young 

:Ar· s bull or calf, .A.pis being another name for 
Saturn, the hidde1i one. The .A.pis bull was al~ 
known as Hap, which in the Egyptian language 
means"to conceal". In the Chaldean language 
Hap means "to- cover". (Guide to the Egyptiaii 
Collection in the British Jfuseum, p. 131) ·we 
now sec why the Jewish nation made and wor­
~hiped the image of a calf soon after leaving 
Egypt under :\Ioses, claiming that this was the 
god who had delivered them out of bondage, 
meaning, of course, that Osiris, whom the calf 
r.epresented, was the god. 

The hull .:was the express symbol of ~imrod, 
being the hietoglyphic which showed him as 
the "mid:h· one" r.n<l ''lord of the chase". In 
Assyria· th~ word fot""bull"signifies also "ruler" 
or "prim~c··: and it y;as for this reason that the 
mighty kings of Babylonia and A:-:syria, \\·ho 
succeeded anJ imitated Simrod, the first king, 
were rept·e~ent.cd hy great human-headed hulls. 
These hulls al:-:o han~ witle-cxpauding wi11g.5, 
to show that not only wa.s the king himself a 
mighty 011e, but that he had mi.ghty ones under 
his control. :\"imrod nnd his followns are the 
mi.d:ty •HH's or "giants"' who ar~ spoken ot in 

mythology as having "rebelled against heaven". 
'rhe Hebrew word for "mighty one" in Genesis 
10: 8 is "gheber".(This same word ia translated 
"giant" in Job 16: 14) A synonym for gheber 
is "abi.r"; but "aber," pronounced nearly ·the 
same as abir, is the word for "wing"'. Thus, 
"Baal-abirin" means "lord of the mighty ones"; 
while "Baal-aberin" means "lord of the wings", 
or "winged one". (The word abir occurs in 
Judges 5: 22-"the pransings of their mighty 
ones",· while aber is found iH Isaiah 40: ·31,­
."They shall mount up with u;iugs as eagles") 
There is allu::;ion to the "wi11t:-'-'

0

' nf an .\:<:-:yrian 
king in Isaiah 8: 6-S. 

.'\.s the horn is the aneie11t :-:ymbol ot'. power, 
these Assyrian bulls, though human-headed, 
neverthele~s show horns cmTed around their 
headgear. Tl1e reason why the horn is used as 
a symbol of kingly authority and power appears, 
from certain sculptures discoV"ered by Lay~rd 
when exc::w~ting Babylon, to be directly owing 

·to Nimrod's prowess as a great lninter. In a 
woodcut in his Nineveh and Rrbylon, page G03, 
Layard show~ the .Assyrian Hercules (that is, 
"Nimrod the Giant", as he is called in the Sep­
tuagint, or Gr.eek version of Geuesis) without 
weapons attacking a bull. Having couqnered 
the bull, he sets its horns on his head as a trophy 
of victory, an evidence of his· great po"·er in 
being able to overcome so strong an animal. 
Thus cro,nied he is now represented as en­
countering a lion, the king of beasts. This ac­
counts for the ancient custom among Eastern 
nations of kings and chiefs wearing horns on 
their hea~s as evidence of their power and 
authority. - Smith's Bible Dictiounry, _\rt. 
''Horn". · 

A variant of the great hnman-headeJ winL;ed 
figures found in Assyria has the body of a lion, 
instead of the body of the bull. These are call­
ed by Assyriologists "cherubs"; because the four 
cherubs described by Ezekiel ar.e, in a sense, in­
corporated in each of these sculptures, nanwly, 
the lion's body, the eagle's wings, the face of a 
man, and the bull's or ealf's horns. (See Ez••kiel 
1: 4-10, and compare with Revelation 4: 6, 7) 
Students of the Bible know that these four 
cherubs or "living creatures" arc symholieal of 
the great JehoV"ah's four perfect attributes ut' 
justice, power, lo••e, and wisdom. There is littL• 
doubt, in view of the records which lun·e hl'<·n 
preserved, that the proud rnonar<>hf'o of tl1l' 



Assyrian and Babylonian plains l'laimed pos­
ite~~ion o( all the divine ilistillction~.-Dauiel 
4: :~o. 

The Satyrs and the God Pa1& 
! 1he Armenian '\"ersion of the Chronicle of 

Z:u~cbi11.<;, ~inns stan<ls first in the list of 
A...:~::riai1 kings. This agrees with .the Scriptural 
notice of ~imro<l, who is said to have been the 

_ fir.:.:t to bt:c:ome ulighty antl to ha\·e had the first 
ki11gdom. .-\.ceording to Pherecyles, Kronos or 
~ttturu '"a~ .. the fir~t before all others that ever 
wore a ero·;:n'". ( Tertullian, De Corona Jiiiitis, 
c:~p. 7, \·01. II, p. 85) Here is therefore an 
a<l<lit.io11al proof . that Kronos or Saturn wa~ 
Ximrod.- It ;·xplai11:; wliy the Greek god Bacchus 
W>.i:; rPpn•:".!:'lltl•<l a:; wearing horn~. arnl why he 
wus fr1·qu1:ntly atltlrP:<:'Ptl by the epithet of ;'bnll-­
lwrtwt!"'. ( t Jrphic ff11n111s: Hymn 01, To Trie­
tuic.:us, G1":"k. p. 117) . .\poilo, \vho we have seen 
is Jikewi~e id0-ntified with :\"imrod, is addressed· 
in the Orphic llv1uns as the "two-horned god",.,­
Hymn to ~Lpullo. 

'flte companions of Bacchus were called 
satyrs, aud are said to have ·'danced along with 
him". (4·Elian Hist., p. ~2) The satyrs were· 
horiied gods; and knowing the identity of Bac­
chus, it is easy to see that his companions the 
satyrs were really the ·'mighty ones" over whom 
XimroJ wa:<: lord. It i.s gc·nerally a.~eed that 
the gQd Pan \\'t\S the h·~a1l or the satyrs. Xo\V, 
satµ· is just another form of the word Sntur 
or Saturn-';the hi1.ltlen OI!e''. Pan was therefore 
tl1e first of th•~ satYr:<:, or hidd.:" ones. Wilen 
Kimrl)d or Osiris w'as put to a violent death as 
the re~ult of the judicial ··ondemnation of the 
se•;1.:nty-two kadin~ m·:u, it produced great 
terror antt'•ug his folio·.\·•. rs who immediately 
hi<l themseh-es, henee the 1.h:rivation of the word 
pau-ic---'-('x.treme or :rndden fright. Referring 
to the effect wh!ch the sla~·ing oi Osiris by 
T·ypho (Seth or Sb:1!1) lrn1l upon his followers, 
Plutarch ~ays: "The first who knew the accident 
that had lJefallen their ki11.~, were the Pans, or 
~atyrs who lived about cherumi:;; anu they, 
immCLliatE:ly ac:quainti!1~ the people of the news, 
~:;w•: tl!e first occu::;:on to the name of panic 
'. u1;r.<·".-- 1le ls id. s. t:3. 

D1· ,·,.' W 1Jtship 
lt i:-; fru::t tli'e n~w>: K!"(•IJ.OS that th~ Engli:;h 

·, ,. nJ ··1·r11\\ n" i;; ct:·rin~~l; and the familiar 
-:<:::·.J ··:·o.,, :t \d1id1 nd0rn5 the heads of Euro-

pean mouarehs still conveys the idea of the 
horns of the ancient Eastern kings. Plutarch 
:-iays that "the Romans looked upon Kronos as 
a ~uhterTmtean un<l infernal god". (Vol II, p. 
:!6ti) In .\.usonius, also, w.e rPatl that ;'Saturn 
is not aii1011g the cele8tial, but tl1e infernal gods". 
( F:clo.r/. I, p. 15tl) Pluto, also, is called the ·'god 
of l~ell"; and this name has tlte 8all1e si~"l1ificance 
as Haturn, llll'aning· "'the hi<lden one": for Pluto 
is derived from Lut, "to hide," which with the 
E gyp ti a u 11efinite article pretixed becomes 

- '•P'Lnt"'. Both 'Yilltinson (Vol. p;·, p. 63) and. 
Bnn::sen (Vol.I, pp. 431, 4:32)· show that Osiris 
in Egypt wa:; the ··king of ha1les··, or Pluto. 
Hades, as \\·e all know is the _"lrid<lt.>u !"tute". 

.Actually, however, Pluto· or Suhll'n ,\·as. none 
other than the incnrm1tion of the de>,-il, 'vho. hid 
him:;elf un<ler the _dis~'"lli:::e oi tht- i;erpent when 
h~ enused the fall of man in the: gtu'(l~n af Eden, 
aud who has hidden himself from tl1e world ever 
since under the refuge of lies. It i:t curious tlrnt 
the populm· repres~ntation of the 1leril, with the 
ho ms, hoois _and tail, is exaetly the n ppearance 
of the black Ximrod when ·he is d~picted iu the 
sculpture er!conntering the lion: fo1· in that 
hieroglyph he "·ears not only the t"·o horris of 
the bull over which he had pre·:iotLly gained a 
victory, but its hind legs and tail as "·ell! ;;Auld 
Hornie" is the popular name by which the devil 
was known in St'otland in the. older dnYs. 

The satyrs, also, \Vere hnH animal~. having 
the hinfl leg·s and tail of the :.roat in addition to 
the horns. The connection of the> ~nat-like satvrs 
with the de\-il i:-; borne ont lff th~ H".!brew w~rd 
sci'yr. Thi~ Hebrew word i~ tran:;bfr<l us he­
goat in 2 Chronicles 29: ~3-;''.(hey l1ronght 
forth the he-:;oat [sa'yr] for th~ ~i:-i-offering"; 
as devil in Leviticus 17: 7-"~ntl t!H•Y :-:hall no 
more offer tlH~ir sacrifices u11to c!e·.-il;'' [sl(!fr1; 
and as Sl!fyr.> in Isaiah 13: :21; '·Dab,·lon ... 
shall be as when God overthrew ~u1 ~~m :. id 
Gomorrah .... and satyrs [ .~c,;_y r] :-hall dance 
there". -

The system of the ,;~h·steries" dc·1~rn.11tled that 
all its ritual, f•tC'., shonlri'he kept earL"i'nlly secret. 
Everythin.!! in connection '"ith th1:rn wns sym­
bolieal nnd lia1 l a hiclden mcanin:::. und the in­
itiates wr•t't! not allowed on pni~ (•f di•ath to 
divulge their real nature. Herod<.>tu~. who ·was 
i11itiated in the ~Iysteries of Egypt, m~tkeg this 
appar<.>l1t whc-n he refers to th.: goat-like appear­
ance of the' god Pan. He sn.vs: "It is not that ----- .. 

.• 



they (the initiates] believe he, [Pan] .really had 
that form: they think him like the othe1· gods; 
but the reason [of his goat-like form] being 
connected with religion, I am not at liberty to 
explain it". (Bireh's W-ilkinson, Vol. III, p.189) 

. The "hidden thin~ of darkness", however, are 
now being made manifest in this enlightening 
day (the beginning of the 1Cillenniwn); and we 
know that the mystic reason for the goat part 
of the satyrs is connected with their panic and 
their sudden flight to hide themselves on hear-

. ing of the violent death of their chief; for 
. ,;Berkha," the woru for "fugitive," signifies also 

''he goat». One· of the epithets of the god Pan, 
the head of the satyrs, wns Capricornus, which 
means "goat-horned". The "seasonal" interpret­
ation so frequently advanced by many students 
of mythology, in their ernleavor to explain the 
meaning of the mythical tales and exp1oits of 
the various gods and goddesses, is merely a 
"blind" of Satan, by which Ii~ hopes to ob~cure 
the mental vision of all who would desire 'to 
look into the true character 9f his false, sensu.tl 
religion~. 

_ Sun aurl Fire fforship 
'· The ~ ::ahlc·nn name for XinfroJ, the son of 
Semirmuis, \Vas Zt>ro-n:-hta from zero "the 
seed," and asllfa "the woniil.n.,. But th.e word 
aa/da nlso means "t}:c fire", so that Zero-a:;hta, 
"the seed of the woman," heeame Zeron~tes or 
Zoroaster. the well-known Harne of the lwatl of 
the fire-"-or;;;hipers. In gc·nernl h;=-tory the Zo· 
roa:;ter or Bactria is nlO:it frH[ llently refrrreu 
to; but the mice of n11tiqnity is dear and dit-t­
tinct to the effect t!:nt the fir~t aiHl ~rl'at Zn­
roa~t~.·1· '';;\<; nn . .\s;;yrinn or Cii:i.H•·CT!l, nml that 
]~" ,,·a:-; the fo11n1ler >JI tl:0 i· 10btrnus ;;y:;t.~m of 
lkhylon. and tl:erdore Xi,;irod. t '.3uitla~. tom. 
I, p. 11:13) After his den.th the rl.:ifierl Ximrod 
w.·s foble1l to ha>e been "born frn1n the fire··­
Zero-ashta, the "seed of the firw··-and us rn<:l1 
he was re>'-.'re<l as thL' great sm1-gocl Bani. Theo­
philus of .:\ntiod1 infor;ns us that Krnnos,.wh:ch 
as we haYe ~een was one of the titles of the 

_ Jeified Xirnrod. wa:'l in tJw Eul't \\·orshipPcl · 
under the 1u1mes of Bel and Dal.-Clr:ricus, De 
Philosophia Orirntoli, Jib. I. 8C'<'t. II, cap. 37. 

Ximrod wa.:-; the fir8t Babylonian king, and 
there.fore the title ).folf'ch is primarily applied 
to him; for ")folech"' means "'kin~('. We thns 
perceive why the Scriptul'es indicate Molcch 

(or lfoloch) to be the terrible god of fire, the 
earthly representative of Baal the sun-god ID 
Jeremiah 32: 35, we read: "And they built the 
high places of Baal, which are in the valley of 
the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and 
their daughters to pus through the fire to 
Molech; which I commanded them not, neither 
came it into. my mind, that they should do this 
abomination, to. cause Judah to sin". It waa 
claimed that the act of passing through the fire 
was for the purpose of purifying, and this prob­
ably reconciled the parents who sacrificed their 
children to·lfolech. They were under the delu­
sion that the fire which consumed the little ones. 
a]so pe·rfectecl them, and made them meet for 
tlJe future life. 

'fhe god l'ammuz, who is identified with Xim­
rod, and for whom the women of Israel lamented 
annually (Ezekiel 8: 14), is reilly connected 
\Y--ith fire-worship and with the th01.1ght of 
purification therefrom; for the name TrunilUlz 
is deriv.ed from tam, ."to perfect," and m1ci, "to 
burn" - to make perfect by burning·. Thi::, 
no doubt, is the origin of the imaginary pbce 
called Purgatory, the.fire of which is supposed 
hy Papacy to be necest:ary to perfect men's souls 
and to purge away the sins they carry with them 
into the unseen worlrl ! The error, of cour~e, 
11ntnrnlly arose through cr.edulous belief in 
Satan's lie at the ht>gi1111in.~, namely, tlrnt there 
is r:o renl death, but that the soul is imk·pen1lent 
a.t:l immortal, m1d continues to live in th~ .,.p:rit­
\·;ol'i(l after the death of the boll~. Tlt""'-' \\.l!o 
lu·l\1~ve the truth or God are shi:Ued fr.w .. ~o 
gnat an error, and know that t!~e 1lead «l ill 
r .. 1:1ain in their gran•s till the .~lorion . .; 1·f~;.;1,r­
r; t:ti1m morni11g·. How deCT'i\·ed the p0or '.\·c·rlrt 
Ji <i.-; liee n ! 

In .Jeremiah I !1: ;'l. 6, we rt~u.J: "Tl1ey ha vp 
lmilt aho the lii~h pbee of naa1. to lrnn1 tl:e[r 
;,ons with fire fo·r hurnt off~ring-5 m:tn D,1al. 
\d1!c-h I comnwJ1d1•d not, 11or :"pal;:e ii:, II•''ther 
1::11ne it into my miml. Therefore, Lehol<l. the 
• lny:5 come, ~aith the Lord that this plal'e :-hall 
:10 nwre he cnl!Pd Tophet. nor the n1Ik·~: pf the 
~rm of Hinnorn, hu£ the vallev of .5lnught•r." 
'fhe name "To11het" gfren ti; the· <..·,iffey of 
IIiJJnoru, or Gehenna, as it is called in tt:e ~~··w 
T•:;;:t;.unent, is tlerive1l from tnzih. \Yhich in L::nbh 
00: :t2 i~ tr::ms]ated "tubret~,·· 1.J:~t !~. drnm . .::. Th 
tl:~ noi~e of taht·ets or drwns the prie-.t;; ot Ba~ 
:su• ght to <lrow11 tl1e cries of the c!1ildn.·n who 



~Go~ Age for May ~5, 1921 

.... ·--·-=---····-·····---------·· 
were being offered in sacrifice to the terrible 
M:olech. Because· of this abomination the Lord· 
cursed the valley of Hinnom; and in recognition 
of that curse Jestis spoke of the valley as figur­
atively representing the symbolical "lake of fire 
and brimstone", the second death, into which 
Satan an<l all who follow him shall.be ca:st at the 
end of the Millennial reign of Christ. 

This retribution upon Satan, the author of 
the cruel worship of Molech, 8eems to be foretold 
in Isaiah 30: 27•-33 under cover of the Assyrian 
king Nimrod, who we have seen was the first 
direct representative. of the devil. The passage 
reads: "Behold, t11e name of the Lord cometh 
from far, burning with his anger, and the burden 
thereof is heavy: his lips are full of indignation, 
and his tongue as a devouring fire. . . . For 
through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian 
be beaten down, which smote with the rod ... 
For Tophet [the valley of Hinnom or Gehenna] 
is ordained of old; yea for the king it is pre­
pared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile 
thereof is fii;e and much wood; the breath of the 
Lord,like a stream of brimstone, cloth kindle it." 

Just as the valley of Gehenna, which rnns 
along the south side of J ernsalem, is used in the 
Scriptures as a symbol of the second death, 
from which there will·not be a resurrection, so 
the valley of Jehoshaphat or Kedron, which 
rans along the east side of the city, is used as a 
symbol of the first or ..\damic death, from whicb 
a resurrection is assur.ed because of the ransom 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The Jews, and also 
the Mohammedans, greatly desire to be buried 
in this vnlley; for they believe that the i·esur­
rection 11.ud final judgn1ent will take place here. 
(S~ .Joel 3: 1, 2, 12-14) The valley of Jehosha­
phat is probably the "valley of dry bones" r.e­
ferred to by Ezekiel in chapter 37. 

Thu story of the trial of the prophets of Baal 
b.y Elijah (J. Kings 18: 17-40) indicates how 
firmly established the worship of Baal was nt 
that time in Israel. Elijah came boldly forward 
and cri~d: "How long 11alt ye between two opin­
.ions T If Jehovah is Go<l. foil ow him; but if 
Baal, then follow him." TI1e te:-:t proposed by 
Elijah as to who wns the true CTod, .Jehovah, 
or Baal, was to be an an:::wer bv fire: and the 
people agreed that this would b~ a pr~per test · 
because Baal was the stw or tire-gud; and what 
could be more rensouable than to l•xp1•ct a11 
anaw.er by fire from him T The test vimfo.:uted 

the name of Jehovah, and 450 priests of Baal 
were slain. 

Elijah's fearless action in thus ridding the 
land of Baal-worshipers was one of incalculable 
blessing to the people. The worship of Baal was 
an even more horrible religipn than is implied 
by presenting children as bm'Ilt-offering-s to 
him.; for just as it was required in the Mosaic 
law that the priests should eat Qf part of the 
animals offered in the liacrifice by the people 
(see Ntunbers 18:9,10), so the priests of Baal 
ate part of the human sacrifices offered to their 
fire-god l£olech. This shows the true derivation 
of the name given in the English tongue to 
devourers of human flesh; for the Chaldean 
word for "the priests" is cah.na, so that Cahna­
Bal, that is, "Priest of Baal," became cannibal. 
It is common knowledge that the priests of the 
sun-worshipers of ancient Mexico were can­
nibals. 

How rejoiced the poor groJLning creation will . 
be when Christ, the true "Sun of RighteQ.usness," 
shall arise with healing in his wings. (lCalachi 
4: 2) 'Yhat a contrast to that cruel "sw1" of 
unrighteousness, which nrose with death in his 
wings. :\Ialachi's allusion to the "wings" of the 
sun is evidently derived from the well-known 
symbol of the sun-god in Egypt and Assyria. 
Above the doors of the ancient temples and 
tombs in these countries, there is usually to be 
seen a representation of the sun-god, in the 
form of a round disc With wide-spread wings. 

Along with the s1111 as the great fire-god, the 
serpent was connected. Owen says: "In the 
mythology of the primitive world, the serpent 
is universally the symbol of the sun". (Owen, 
apu<l Davies's Druids, in note, p. 437) In Egypt 
the commonest sign for the sun, or sun-god, is 
a disc with a serpent around it. (Bunsen, Hie­
roglyphics, Vol. I, p. 497) .. The original reason_ 
for the connection of the serpent with the- s1 • 
appears to have been that, as the p1iysical world 
receives its light from the sun, so the serpent 
was held to have been the great enlightener of 
the .spiritual world, by giving mankind the 
knowledge of good and evil. This, of course, 
like all idolatry, is an absolute perversion of 
the truth; but it serves to identify the sun-god 
with Satan. 

In Revelation 12: 3, Satan, whose fiendish 
characteristics were reflected in the old tyran­
aical Pagan Roman Empire, at the hands of 

.-



wJW:Jt-.oUJ:_~,~.Jesus and·~ny of the early 
Christinu .~ done to death, is called a "great 
red dragon""t'f~r,/'f\ery serpen~. (See Diaglott, 
tp1d compare with verse 9) Paµsauins informs 
us that '"the dragon with the Greeks was only a 
large snake ... (Lib.II,Corinthiaca, cap.28,p.175) 
Sir Ray Lankester proves that the conventional 
"dragon" with wing8, dreadful claws, et~., is a 
latt>r imaginary repr~l'lt-11tation, nnd is not the 
dragon as kno\\-n in the ancient v.·orld. He 
'\\'Ti tt's : 

.-j"- "'The dragon ap[x>nreJ to be nothing more nor le!!s 
· in its origin than one of the great l'nakeit (pythons), 
often hn•nty~th-e f~t in lt•ngth. which inhabit tropical 
India anti ..-\frica. It~ 1fangerous character 'ancl terrible 
appE'&rnnee «:ad mowment impre;:i'4"<l primiti\'e ·man­
kind. and tr•ulitioi1s of it ha\-e pa,::;cd ''"ith migrating 
ra~ both to the E.i;;t aml to the We;;t, so that we find 
the m)·thical Jragon in ancient China: and Jap<lll, no 

- le!=111 t:1an in Egypt antl Greece. It retains its snake-like 
body and t~l, especially in the Chinese and Japanese 
repre:S(>ntations; but in both En.:<t and We;;t. legs and 
";ngs lia,·e been gTadually ad<le<l to it for the purpose 
of maldng it more terrible and expressing some of its 
direful qualities .... As a matter of fact, the Greek 
word 'drakon' actually meant plainly and _simply a large 
s1ake. and is so used bv Aristotle and other writers."-

, Sci.tn~e from an Easy C/hair, Series I, pp. 88, 89. 

Semiramis Worshiped under rariOtfS Names 
Jn~t a~ Ximrod was regarded as the son, and 

was ~i\·~n the title Baal, or '·lord of heaven" 
(for the word Baal means lard),_so Semiramis, 
when .she was lil~ewi~e "df>ified," re<!eived wor­
ship a~ th':' moon, the "ftueen of heaven". Xow, 
acC'ol'lling to • ..\theuagorns and Lucian, Semir­
nmi:' wal" wor:-:hip.e<l as Astarte, tH'e Syrian 
goddt·~~. tJ,c.qatio. \~ol.II. p. 119 :·De Dea 8!11-ia, 
Yol. III. p. :;s~) This Syrian goddess was al:-o 
known a:-i l:o"htnr ( Lu~·anl'~ Sine1;eh aiz.d Baby­
lon, p.629) : und it is from Ishtar that the word 
i--:a~ter is \lerh'."ecl. (See 1912 Watch To11.:er, p. 
H.:t) Smith's Bible Dictianary nmler the article 
''-\:-htorPth'' lllays: 

"From the connrction of this gorl<le!'i:. \\ith B:ial or 
Bel we she.ult! naturally conducle that i:he would be 
found i:1 the- .\~snil\n PanthPon. 11nd in tact the name 
Ishtar appe:m to. he clP:uly i<.lentifo-d in th• llit of the 
·great god& of • .\!'syria. Tfi<'re i,; no r~aaon to dnubt that 
thts .\sfyrfac go<lrless is the .\~l1tot'<'th [or .!shta.r0tbl 
of the Old Ternlr.il"nt and th!' .\.~tsu·te of rhl" Grt>eks ;llicl 

Roman~ ••.. Tt ii' C't.•1tnin tr.at the ,·.-or!'hip of ·.-\,.,bl.rte 
b~t1!11e i<knt'r:,,,} with that of Venus [or Aphrodite]." 

Laynr•l :-:tnt(•ti thnt in the Syrian temple of 
Iliern111_1li:-: •. \:-:tart~ '"was rPpresented standing 

on a lion, crowned with towen'~. (NiMve'h. au 
its RcmaitM, Yol. Il, p. 456) The name Astarte 
itself means "the woman that made towers,• 
being composed of h\"O words :'"-.\.sht-tart". Asht 
is the word for· woman; and it is generally 
agreed that the Inst syllable "tart" comes t'rom 
the Hebrew verb "tr" which meaµs l>i>th "to go 
ronndn and "to be round". From this is.derived 
the Greek "-ord •·turit'61 and -its Engli:::h equiva­
lent "turret". a ronnd tower. Asht-turit, there­
fore, "'·hich js the same as "...\shtor.eth" of the 
Hebrew, is literally "the woman that made the 
tower" or encompc1ssi11g wall. Ovid mentiofis 
that. Semiramis was currently believed to have 
"sw-rounded Babylon with a wall of briek''. 
(Ovid, Opera, Vol. ill; Fa8'i1 IV, 219.:.221) But 
there is no need ta giYe all the e~t of building 
the battlements of Babylon to Semiramis.. The 
renilon why ~he gained the ·honor of fortifying 
the city was beeanse she in _the Jong run had 
become f Ol"f"mOfilt in the esteem of the ancient 
idolators, and thus had attributed to her every 
virtue and characteristic that properly be­
longed, or was imagined to have belonged, te 
her son Xinns. 

Semiramis was also 'vorshiped as Rhea or 
Cybele, the ''){other of the godr' (Paschal, 
Chronicle, Vol. I, p. 65),and as such is always 
repr.esented as wearing a mural -or turreted 
crown on her head. In this respect the Ephesian 
Diana exactly resembled Rhea; for' Diana was 
nlso a tower-bearing goddeffs, and ii so shown 
in rnany of the illustrated "Bible HelpS'''. Now, 
the Ephesian Diana is expressly identified with 
Semiramis; for Semiramis is the same a1 the 
go<ldess • .\.rtemis. and it is w-ell known that Ar­
temis was Dinna. (Layard, Nineveh and its 
Remains, Vol.II. p. -180, note) The Roman Diana 
wa-s a huntress f1earing a qniYer of arrows. In 
this charncter she wns the complement of ~im­
rod the "mighty hunter''. 

The nniver!"nl adoration of the "deified" 
St:miramis under i;arious names nnd titles by 
Eastern ~ations, iii: prominently drawn to_ our 
attention in Aets 19: 2:3-41. '·OrNtt is Diana of 
the F>rihf>:.:inn~." tile multitude ~hoi:tte<l, ·"whom 
:dl· ..:\~-in n~<l the "·orl<l wor:;hipeth." It is. a , 
l"Piihlrk;'.hle fart that thi5 grC'at g-otldess is even 
now wnr~hipt><l in onr vi>ry mid:"lt iri the person 
of thC' Papal "queen of the heann", the so­
calletlYirgin )fary,whoseirn:ige is set np e\ery­
where ! .A faYorite irna;e of the Romish Virgin 
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Mary shows her standing on a large sphere, 
which is colored blue, and spangled ,·.-ith stars. 
On· her head reata a heavy gold crown. The 
globe is intended to symbolize the blue vault of 
the heaven, while the crowned woman herself, 
apparently, represents the moon 88 the queen 
ot heaven, that is, .Astarte or Ashtoreth. By 
he,- aide she holds the child, who is also crowned, 
and who stands on a smaller star-spangled blue 
globe. In this connection he evidently represents 
the sun, the king or lord of heaven, that is, Baal. 
(Remember that the word Baal mean1 lord) 

Another familiar figure of the Papal "Mother 
of God• shows her standing on a sphere, one foot 
treading on a serpent's head. Pepacy maintains 
that it was not the seed of the woman, but the 
womaa herself, who was to bruise· the hes.<l of 
the serpent~ Regardless of the lnws of grammar, 
the apostate church renders God's condemnation 
of the serpent: "She shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise her heel". In this the goddess 
of "Babylon the Great" is only fashioned nfter 
her type in ancient Babylon; for though it was 
originally claimed that ~imrod had crushed the 
head of the serpent, his mother was latterly 
given the glory of having done this great deed.­
Diodorus, Bibliotliccci, ·lib. II, p. 70; Smith's · 
Classical Dictionary, p. 320. 

Still another popular representation of the 
Virgin :Mary shows her standing among the 
clouds, sometimes on a sphere, with w~at looks 
like the cr.escent of the moon at her feet. This 
well-known picture is evidently intended to . 
show the Virgin ~fary as being the won1an 
1poken of in the Re,·elation, twelfth <'hapter. 
lJut we know that this "woman" of Rel"elation 
fs

0 

the aymboli<'al figure of the true church of 
the living God, whose names are written in 
heaven; and that the Papal pictures which show 
her 88 the Virgin ~lary are, ·in reality, only 
copying the old mythological idolators who 
depfoted their goddess similarly as the "queen 
of heaven·". For the cre.tce11t of the moon at 
the feet of the Papal Virgin Mary betrays the 
heathen origin of the image, as this is the wen 
known sign of Astarte or Ashtoreth, the horns 
of the moon's crescent covertly suggesting her 
pou,er as q·ueen of heaven. Although at first 
sight the pictures of' the Virgin Mary seem to 
show the cre:!cent of the moon, careful study 
will manifest that it is not realh• the moon's 
cres<'ent, but, rather, two horns; f~r if the ores-

---
cent of the moon were intended, it would be 
impo~sible to see the woman's figure through 
the part which, as is obvious, the ·dart portion 
of the "olcf' moon wonld hide from view. In· 
the twelfth chapter of Revelation it merely" 
mentions that the woman stood on the moon, 
not on the crescent of the moon. 

Although in the first instance Semiramis 
derived her exalted position· from the divine 
character attributed to the child in her arms, 
she ultimately practically eclipsed her son. .so 
also in "Babylon the Great" it is the Madonna 
who receives all the adoration, and to whom 
petitions are generally addressed. What a sat­
ire, to think that the poor world hAs been so 
blinded by Satan, that it haa been deceived 
into worshiping a woman who .is no11-exi.ttent! 
'Vell did the Lord forbid His. people to make 
and bow down to images, "which ·see not, nor 
haar, nor know''! (Daniel 5: 23; Psalm 115:4-8) 
It would be difficult to understand how so great . 
a delusion could have become universal, were 
it not that we are aware that Satan is the "~od 
of this world", and that along with him are 
legions of demons, who have sought to imper­
sonate the dead in various ways, bolstering up 
Satan's lie that there is no death. (Genesis 3: 4) 
In Psalm 106: 37 we are told· that the Jews, in 
serving Baal or Molech, had really "sacrificed 
their sons and their daughters unto devila" -
demons; and in Psalm 96: 5 we read:· "For nil -
the goda of the nations are demona''. (Septua­
gint ver~ion)The Apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians 
10: 20, says : "But I say, that tlae things which 
the Gentiles sacriftce, they saori.1ice to devil11" -
demons. 

Origin of Star "Worship 
The wonhip of the stars by the idolatrous 

nations was as prevalent a1 the worship of the 
sun and the moon. Mythology identifles ~imrod 
and Semiramis with certain constellations. ~ 
From Peri;ian record1 we are expre~sly assured 
that Nimrod, .after his death, was "deifted" by 
the name Orlon, the mighty hunter, and "placed 
among the stars". (Paschal Chronicle, tom. I, 
p. 64). The constellation. Virgo is admitted by 
the most learned astronomers to h~ve been 
dedicated to Ceres, who as we have seen was 
identical with the Egyptian Isis, and was there­
fore the same as Semiramia, the Babrlonian 
goddess. (Dr. John Hill, iu his UrtJrua; and 
Mr. A. Jamieaon, in his· O.~affal .AtlM; see 
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Lauc.beer·a ~ •• ,,, Be;;eaTcMf_, po 201) .All the tions in the dav~ ol old mat le U86 ot' the· stars 
aigm of the Zodiie, and the other constellations in their mythological wo.r8hip, and in this were 
and stars, welif"'alaoeiated with various gods followed by the erring Jews. thi21 does not 
or with ineidet1U ·in connection with them, by weaken, but confirm our nn<lenstan<ling that the 
the Chaldenn idolators, as well aa by the aatrol- naming of the stars was o.f di vine ini'piration. _ 
ogera 9f otl1er nations. '!'he worship of the idolntrou nat!ons is indeed 

The Lord specially commanded the Israelites a strange method of estnblisbinw the trnt11 of 
on no accom1t to worship images, the sun and the Scriptures; neverthele::r.. by perCe<:tly coun­
the moon or the stars, because of the degrading terf eiting each detail of the :t«.'heme of galvation, 
intlnence it would· have npon the1n, even as it tliese false · religions unwittingly \Ubstantiate 

. had upon the heathen nations. In Deuteronomy the Lord's \Vord. \Ve believe that in the Golden 
.4;: 10-19 we read: ''Tnke ye therefore good heed .Age men shall discover that· et-.erytbing in 
·'unto yourselves ... lest ye corrupt yourselves, heaven and earth has played its part in building 

aild make you a graven image, the similitude UJt the truth of God.-Proverbs -23:_2. 
of any .figure, the likent>ss of male or female, Origin of the Fish:.God Dagon.' 
the likeness of any ben:;t that is on the earth, The Lord's warning _to His ~ple not to 
the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in make an image of "'nytb.iJ.1g_ in.~ J,ikeness of a 
the air, the likeness of :my fish that is in Ci.e fish, wonld imply tb~t ~~-· "V ~s.sihle. In 
wat~rs beneath tlle earth; and lest thou lift up his exca\ations at ~mevCi). P~r Layard 

. thine eyes unto heave~, and ''"hen thou seest discovered sculptured fig\ues Of a fish-god, 
the sun, a~d the moon. and the st~rs, even n1l which he identified with' Da~n, tl'it flsh-hrod uf 
th! host of heaven, shouldst ,?e !1nv.en to W?r- - the Philistines, who borro\v.ed 1t rroil1 tile Buby­
ship them, nnd ser.'·e thei:i1. Yet th~ Jewish lonians. TNinei:eh amt Babylon, pp. ::-±:3, 330) 
people frequently disregariled the Lord's com- In 1 Samuel 5: 1-5 we rem.1 thnt the Philill-tiues 
mand::.In 2 I~!1gs, eI1npter~ 22 and 23, w.e read placed the cnptured•nrk of God in the house of 
)1~w h.mg Josi~, after havrng heard the words their god Dagon. The next nlO'ruing they found 
of tl1e newly discovered ~o~ o_f, the law; of Dagon falk•ll upl•ll his fiwe-to ·tl..>.e ea1·tlt before 
l.Ioses, c:leare~ the lnud of_ this idolatry: ' He the ark of the Lord. They ::;et Ong.on up in his 
put do'",1 th~ idolatrous pneHs ... the:m also place ag:tin; but ·'when they nrose-eiu·ly on the 
that burned mc<:n~ w1to Baal, t~ the ~un, and morrow morning. hehoh l~ D:tgon wn~ fallen 
to t~1e moon, tmd to the twel:e sign~, [1~ e;;. the upon his face to the. grunwl hefot"'<~ tb.• ark of 
Zodiac], and to nll the ho~t ot heaven-.( ... h.mgs the Lord. o.lll.1 the head 0 [ Dn .. ·ou n:1tl hoth the 
23 :.5, mn rginal reurling) T~1is identifieation of palms of iiis hanlls were eut 0 ff upon the thre.s­
theu gu~ls and goddesses ':1th t_he stnrs by tl~e l:oltl: nnly the fi .-.~.If" pa.rt 11 [ Da.i;ou "·ns left to 
Babylomurn~. m~'! bter nati?us i~ n r'.rni:terfc1t lrim. Therl'l'orr>, 111 .ither th• prit-:-<t of Ih.:;on, 

. of the tnie ··Je1t:e1l mortals', Je:-:ns l hri~t and nor ni1v that cou?e i::to Dt~:.!un·~ hon:;e, tread 
the ~lorifi~d _chn~·eh of_ the firstho.m; f?r -~'·e on the thi·e~l:ol<l t•t' Da~on i 1 ~- _\.~ti1!iJd nnto this 
read m 1Cormtln:lll:51.J:-11, 4-2: ··~1.tere 1s one dny." (See marginal rea•l!ng) Ia pu::'.'ing we 
glory of the $UH, and ~not her gfory ?t the moon, llraw atteutic:n to Zeph~widi 1 :!J: ··In the ::~u:le 
~d ~anotl~er glory ot the :;_tan;: rnr .... one ~t~L· day nl:;o will I puni;;h all tho~e tb1t lenp o\·cr 
<l:"fereth .trom m1other :5t~r m glory. :::So nl~o is the t1ire:,;hol1l" (Ue\-i::e1.l Yer~ion n::1tli11g) The 
r1:surrectlon of the dead. . Philistines lel\pt.-.l oH·r tlH! tlire!'holu on which 

We wonld not hin-e it to be under:'tood, how- their god Dagon hn<l lo:-t his h1.:au and hnnJs ~ 
ever, thut the Zodini:al eou~tellatious \\ith their and it appears from Z1!phaniult that :;ome 

.. distiucth·e nnme:<, and the arrangements and among the JT!ws who hu<l for::io.ken the Lord 
namings of the other eo11!'tdlatio11s and stm·s w.ere· worshiping· Dngon, and were leaping over 
generally, are of. ~a tunic origination. The the threshold in <lefert•nce to him! 
Scriptural evidL•nce3 prove that they are of Berorn~. describing this fi::h-;od, ·~nys .that 
divine origin, arranged and named nn<ler in- '.'its hotly was that of a U!:h, but under the head 
spirntion. In Psnlm 147: 4 we read: "He telleth of the fish was thnt of a m~'..n, nnd to its tail 
the nnmber of the stars; he giveth them all w1:re joined a "·oman's 'feet"-( Corry·s /rag., 
their names". Even though the idolatrous na- p. 30) Fram Layard's .sculptures we notice that 
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the figure had also hands. Now,,what could have 
sugc,~:sted such a peculiar combination of man 
and fish f .. .uid what could have induced the 
Babylonians to !!et up so strange an object in 
a temple to worship as a god T When we re­
member· that an image is a hieroglyphic, that 
every feature of it is intended to convey to the 
beholder ~ome mes:-age or to suggest some 
attribute conceming the god whom the image 
represents,• we can pn·C'eive that this fish-god 
described a man who had been in some respects 
like a 11~h. It appeur:!i that not only were ~im­
rod and 8en1ira111is raised to the status of god 
aml godJess in the :\Iysteries, -but that as Pte­
thcr (Kronos) nnd Jlother (Hhea) of the gods, 
they were the forerunners of numerous other 
"deified mortals". . . 

The fish-god Dagon could have represe11ted 
no one more perfectly than Ham (or possibly 
Noah); for did not this man live through 
the waters of the flood which destroyed all "in 
\\"hose nostrils was the breath of Jife"f In this 
Lespect, then, he was like a fi::,;h, because we do 
not read that fish were destroyed -in the deluge. 

The great apostate churc11 of the gospel age, 
true to its Bahylouish origin, has actually adop­
ted this fil<h-go<l in its ritual; for the pope ou 
certain ocen:->ions manifests by his head-gear 
that he i:s the clfrect rt~preseutativ.e of Dagon. 
As it was au iu<lispem:able rule in all idolatrous 
religions th~t the high pr~st ~houkl wear the 
iusigi1ia of the go(l he wor~hiped, so the sculp­
tures discQ,·.erecl by Layar<l show that the 
prie:::ts of Dagon "·ere arraye(l .in clothin.~ re­
sembling a fish. This may be the "strangt~ ay)­
parel"' referreJ to in Zephu11iah 1: 8. Beru:sus 
tells us that i11 the image of Dagon th.e head 
of the man appeared 1111der the head of the fish, 
while Lnyard poiuts out that in the case of the 
priests "the lwad of the fish formed a mitre 
above that of th~.man, while its scaly, fa11-like 
tail fell as a clonk behind, le~n-ing the human 
limbs and feet exposetl", (Babylou a11d Ni11e:ceh, 
p. 343) W.e have evidence that at a Inter period 
the Pagan priests di:-pe11:.;ed with the body of 
the fisl1, and used the l1ead alone likl' a cap. 
(Bryant, Vol. V, p. 384) 'fhe gaping ja\\·s of 
the fish's head, surmouutiug the heall of the 
man, is the exact appcarauce of the two-horned 
mitre of the pope, or of a Papal bishop today. 

Mr. A. Trimen, a distinguished London archi­
tect and author, found that on a certain occa-

sion every year the Chinese Emperor, aa Ponti­
fex :\Iaximus of his nation, wears a mitre which 
is the very <'Ounterpart of the Papal mitre. 
(Hager, on Chinese Hieroglyphics, B. XXXV, 
iu the British ~fuseum) Even now, since the 
formation /of the Chinese Republic, this mitre 
continues to be use<l by the President. On the 
!>th of January, 1915, a Christian lady (Flor­
e111:e )[. Reid) wrote to us: "The President of 
tlw Repuhlie a few days since took the Em­
peror's place in tlLe offeriug of the 'sacrifice of 
l1em·en·, 011 whid1 oc<'a~ion he wore the head­
dress [mitre] n•l't·rred to in your booklet 
'llythology nnJ the Bible' which you sent me". 

Thus we may see the far-reaching influence 
of that idolatrous system set up in ancient 
Babylon. That "Mystery of Iniquity" has in­
deed deceived all the world so that, as the 
Sc1·iptures truly say, the nations have been 
made drunken or mad. But the followers of God 
and Christ a.re not deceived; they are not ig­
norant of Satan's devices, for "he that is spirit­
ual discerneth all. things, yet he himself is dis­
cerned of no man". The "Mystery of Godliness" 
cannot be penetrated except by those who are 
i11itinted through the anointing of tl1e holy 
spirit.-1 Corinthians 2: 9, 10. 

Let us be thankful if we dwell in the "secret 
pluce of the ~lost High". It is given to very 
few to be permitted to know God and Jesus 
Christ, whom He sent. \Ve recall the words of 
J l'"Us, related in }[atthew .11: 25, 26: ''I thank 
tlte.e, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be­
<'anse thou hast hid these thing~ from the wise 
and. prudent, and hast ren~aled them unto 
,bai·~s. EvPn so, Fnther: for :so.it sf'emetl good 
i11 thy sight." Can we he certain that we nre of 
those who are initintt><l in the 111y:,tet·ies of God T 
Yes; for the Apostle .John says: "\\'e know that 
we have passed from death unto life, because 
we lo\·e the hrethrP11". l· 

And now, if any desire further information 
regarding the "~lystery" of God's gloriou:; plan 
of the a_ges, aml its great counterfeit the ")lys­
tPry of foiquity," we refer yon to The !Jii:i11e 
P/011 of the .Ages, i!-l~ue<l by the Watch Tower 
Bilile an<l Tract Society, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
and of London, F.ngland. 

[ ~ote: Coples ot this nrtlcle, Jfytl111lna11 n"d t1u~ B•ble, 
m:iy be procured ln booklet form ( rH 5U cent~. llr 2s. 3d. per 
dozen) by :ipplyloa direct to~ llr. llortoo Edgar, 224 West 

ll~9~ut Str~t, Gl&s1ow, Scotlo.nd.J 
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J
UVENILE -BIBLE s Tu Dy 0118 qufftioq, tor each d47 ii prov!cled b7 w.. So~ Tbe p&l"81lt 

wlll ft11d It IDterestlDS add hal'Otal to faaft tt. oll1d tab ap the 
. qu8tion t>tldl tl&J' nnd to aid It in ftnding the answer ln the Scriptures. thus dt..i-opC6s & Jmowledp of t1'! 

' · Btblti anti t~urntni: \There to tlnd In ft the lntormatJoa whlch la desirecL oa.a-. lllr :1. L. BoarlancL 

1. In 2 Peter 3: 7, last part, _whal does "p•r­
dition" niea nl 

9., Why are the sheep· placda at His righ' 
hand1 

Ans. : Perdition means dest~ction. 

2. How- lo11g i8 the "day of judgm~n.I 
per-dition of 11ngodly men"1 

~Ans.: A thousand years long. See Verse 8. 

Ans.: Because the right hand · means the place of 
and • favor, and the Lord lovea thOl8 who have t~e . sheq 

diepoaition-those who are lovin& meek and willing t4t 
be led into the pastures of ~th. 

3. Did Jesus give us ~ parable showing tM 
two classes, 'the godly and tile ungodly, and 
what shall become of each-class! 

Ans.: He did. See llatthew 25: 31-46. 

4. To what time does this parable apply1 

Ans. : "When the Son of man shall come. in his glory'' 
~that is, at His second presence. See Verse- 31, 1irrt 
part. . 

5. Will the kingdom of Christ be establi.shed 
on earth then? · · 
. Ans.: Yes; for "then shall he sit upon the throne of 

bis glory".-See Verse 31, last part. 

6. lV/io are to be gathered befor_e Him.1 

Ans. : "And before him shall be gathered all nation1." 
Verse 32, first part. 

7 . .Are the dead included in "all nations"1 

Ans.: Ye~. See Revi:lation 20: 11, 12. The 11th verse 
mentions the throne, showing that the kingdom ia 
established; and the 1 ~th •erst? ::ays: "I !aw the dead 
small and great stand before God". The last part ot 
the vern? shows they are to be on trial, and judgment 
"-ill be gh-en "according to their works''. 

R How are the tu;o classes, the godly and the 
uJ~ Ally, represented in this pamble! 

Ans. : Ry the sheep and the goats. See Verses 32, 38. 

10. What is the disposition of the goat1 
Ans. : The goat wants hil on .way, liker to climb t.0-

the highest places, feeds on miserabnt refuse and ia not 
loving. · 

11. Why does - the Lord give IA. '1'tng~m 
(Verse 34) and eternal life (Verse 48) to tAa 
sheep class1 . 

Ans.: Because they ~ .line by their wo?b 
when they were put to the. tesi. , They feel the hUJ1111', 
gave drink to the thirsty! clothed the naked, etc. s;. 
Verses 35-40. 

12. Why does tl&e goa.t olaas "go into MJer­
lasting pimishmem" (V~rse 46) T 

Ans. : Because they show by their works the lack ol. 
the disposition of love for others. 

13. What does the ufire" in Verse 41. meant 
Ans. : Fire is a symbol of destruction, and "everlut­

ing fire" symbolizes everlasting destruction. See RtTe­
lation 20: 9 ; Acts 3 : '3 ; Romana 6: 28 ; Ezekiel 18: 4., 
20; P!alm 145 : 20. 

14. Why is their pimishment called "eve~last­
ing punishment" (Verse 46)1 

Ans. : Because they will be e~erlastiiigly deatToyed­
there will be no coming back to life· again for them. 
They have provecl themselves uml'orthy of ~ife. They 
did not build godly characters under test or trial, ea 
could not therefore live in harmony with the Lord and 
His righteous kingdom. 

"ENGLA...~D IN TlllE OF STRESS'' s, Robt. Barham (London) 

MR. EocTOR: In Your issue of Jan. 19, under 
the aboYe hea:ling, you irn~erted extriicts 

of a letter I submitted to you. In paragraph 
two of the letter (page 223) are emm1erated 
certain deci:i:ions said to have been arrived at 
by "the Lowlon Town Council". In my letter I 

attributed the decisions to '"'t1 London To~ 
Council". Unfortunately the last two lines ol 
paragraph four appeared exaggerated when 
appeai·ing in January, 1921. As far aa I can 
remember, the letter was written in July, 19~0 
since when there have been Labor reverses. ' 
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'WHAT is it about that simple word that touches a so deep and 

common chord? Is it not the fact that it embodies the though_ts 
of life ~nd love and happiness? 

Home may lie in the past· for you, a v1S1on around which cluster all your 
childish memories; or, having missed a home of your own in youth, you may 
have worked to mold one out of willing but less plastic grown-up hearts. 
Maybe you have succeeded, or maybe your hearthstone has been rudely torn 
away by the hurricane of death or broken into fragments by things worse than 
death. Perhaps you have some sweet hope of home still fondly hidden from 
public eyes. But no matter what kind of sentiment the word home may call 
forth in you, whether it be the gulp of tender emotion or the sigh of cynical 
regret, you still have the dnire for home, the desire to live, to love, to be 
loved, to be happy. And that is no unreasonable desire. 

How and where will this univenal desire find satis&aionl 
The Bible alone gives sufficing answer. It tells us that God 
bu designed the earth to be man's everlasting homestead; 

• it tells that, when the present drunken debauch of the world's 
Saturday night is over, mankind shall be delivered &om the 

maladjustments which now wound 
it and be guided by Messiah into 
astate where everyman will dwdl 
in quietness, safety, and assurance 

in bis own home forever. 

Do you know that we ue now in ~ cleatA­
throa of the old and in the birth-panp ol the 
new order of thinp, and that thOH who 1Uni•e 
the difficulrin of 1he nest few yan will be able 
to besin work on their nerbstin1 boma? May 
be you had not thought ol that ph- of it. I( 

you hue not ,_ 'ai1JJ "'''" "".,,' t• """ -
"Milliont Now LiYia1 Will Nns Die". 
Tlal1 Uni• ....,, .. 1llo•1 brteny wbar tbe lible eay1 
aboal aneadiDI bUlaa Ur. end all lb- tbla11 wbicb 
p 10 make 11p any ur. wonb wbile. It• polnt1 11e 
101pporwl by bu4reda of Scriprute citatlo- still le 
caa be reacl duo•1ll &a eae c•cni~I· 
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