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World Tonnage and The War
GROSS ton is 100 cubic feet of freight
space. A deadweight ton is a ton of 2,240
bs. of heavy freight, on which freight is charged
by weight rather than by bulk. The gross tonnage
of vessels is estimated as two-thirds the dead-
_weight tonnage. In this article, unless otherwise

America’s Great Merchant Marine Problem

of commission. Building of new vessels pro-
cceded rapidly, to take the place of those sunk;
and damaged vessels were quickly repaired and
again in use.
“Had there been no war the normal increase
m the world’s shipping would have been about
2,500,000 tons per vear, so that by the spring of

stated, we speak only in
gross tons.

At the outbreak of the
~World War the steam ton-
nage of the world was 45,-
404,000 gross tons. During
the war the tonnage destroy-
ed, exclusive of the losses of
Germany and Austria, was
equivalent to 14,555,344,
gross toms, or 32% of all
vessels in use at the time
war broke out.

During the war Greece lost
64.6% of her shipping, Spain
lost 19.8¢, Denmark lost
18.7%, Norway lost 18.4%.
Sweden lost 9.7%. France
lost 900,000 tons during the
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1920 it would have been about
60,000,000 tons. It is not yet
nearly that amount; but in
June, 1919, it had reached
47,897,000 tons and is increas-
ing rapidly, being now prob-
ably over 50,000,000 tonms.
In June, 1914, the United = -
Kingdom had 18, 892 000 tons .
of shipping; and in June, .
1919, she had 16,345,000 tons, .
some of it ex-German. In B
1914 her imports were 55,
000,000 tons annually; but
her imports are now but
40,000,000 tons, or 70% of
what they formerly were.

British Shipping Notes ™

war; America lost 354,449

ARCHIBALD Hurp, the Brit-
ish naval critic, in an

tons; and the United King-
dom lost 7,759,090 tons, which was 41% of all the
ships she had afloat at the beginning of the war.
~ This loss to the United Kingdom represented
2,479 vessels, 14,287 lives and an investment of
$300,000 000. Tu addition to this the United
- Kingdom had 1,885 vessels of 8,007,967 tons
- attacked and mgurod but not sunk. Total losses
and injuries together amounted to 83.5%. But
it must not be supposed that at any time there
. were 83.5% of the United Kingdom vessels out

extended article published in
TLondon in the fall of 1919, made the claim
that America is now queen of the ocean and
that British naval supremacy has passed. This
article may have been published largely to
awaken the people of Great Britain to the
changed conditions brought about by the war.
At any rate it does not seem to us that his
conclusions are well-founded.

Tt is true that Britain is importing about 70%
of what she formerly imp‘orted,%wd that Amer-
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ica now has an enormous marine. It is also true
that British docks are in the worst state of
congestion ever known. Dock warehouses being
used as storage depots, ships are compelled to
wait & month sometimes hefore they can dis-
charge cargoes, and to leave with an average

cargo of only 70%, which it takes twice as long.

to load as formerly.

But many of these conditions are temporary.
The British Government will not always be
using the docks for warehouses; the dock work-
ers will not always be as unrestful as now; and
if America does have over 209 of the world's
shipping, Britain still has over 34.19% of it and
is geographically in a much more favorable
position to do the general shipping busincss
for Europe than is any other country.

The British dockers are demanding minimum
wages of $4 per day, but in America the same
class of workers demand twice that amount.
Despite the handicaps caused by the Govern-
ment’s fixing of freight rates on wheat, meat,
sugar, lumber and wool at low figures, the proﬁt
in shipping, even though the cargoes be not full,
- is still large and the Cunard Company last year
paid 20% dividends, hesides adding a {urther
10% to its reserves.

World Shipbuilding

I'N the year ending June 30, 1919, the ship-
builders of the world and the tonnage they
produced in the previous year, were as follows:

United States 3,874,143
United Kingdom 2,524,050
Japan 282,060
Italy 271,620
Canada 261,643
Spain 118,854
France 109,615

There was a time when England alone pro-
duced 809% of the ships of the world; and
although it is not doing so at present, yet its
shipyards are tied up with orders for two years
to come, and one English firm alone has secured
orders from Denmark, -Norway, Sweden and
Ttaly, amounting to $150,000,000. One of these
larger concerns recently swallowed six smaller
ones. British shipbuilders are under some
handicap in the immediate present, owing to the
fact that their yards are not built for the most
economical construction and that labor is high
and going higher. The advance in United States
and Japanese output was due to the war.

World Needs Many Ships

USSIAN granarics are closed for the presv
ent, and the world’s supplies of food must

be brought from America, Argentine and Aus-
tralia. English coal exports are estimated to -
fall short of pre-war totals by 50,000,000 tons
a year for many years to come, and th1s shortage :
must be made up by shipments from Ameriea. -

The world is denuded of supplies of every -
kind because there is not sufficient shipping to -
effect exchange of products. As an illustration
of this, a ship which had been on a reef off Cape
Horn for twenty years was salvaged, and in the
fall of 1919 brought a cargo of Pata_gonian wool
into New York. Shipping officers are so scarce
that this vessel was navigated largely by Ger-
man officers interned in Argentina.

Experienced shippers believe that there is.
still a shortage of 10,000,000 to 15,000,000 gross -
tons in the world’s shipping. A large amount of *
tonnage now in use would, in other times, have -
been broken up and replaced by more modern
vessels and more economical vessels. '

American Need of Ships
UR world, and particularly the Atlantlc
Ocean, has been getting smaller and smaller. °

When Leif Ericson crossed the ccean it proba-
bly took him six months. Columbus made the
trip in caravels in seven weeks; the first steam-
ship made it in twenty-six days; the Mauretania
in four days and ten hours the Alcock alrplane
in sixteen hours and twolve minutes,

All this reads very well. But to the manu-
facturers, farmers and workers of all kinds in
America it does not read quite so well that
there is capacity to produce and manufacture
four times the amount of raw materials and
goods in America that can be consumed in
America, or that if shipping were available the
business of the United States with China could
be doubled in two years, or that Australian
wharves are piled with products which her:
people would like to sell in America but which
cannot be sold lere because tney cannot be
transported here.

Statesmen agree that unless the national sur-
plus can be succe%sfullv disposed of abroad, i
competition with forelgn countries, the Amer-
ican producer, employer or worker, no matter
what his occupation, must of necessity suffe
and the national prospenty be retarded accord
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~ingly. They also agree that for reasons of
national defense and well-being the United
States should have ships enough to handle its
own commerce. ’ '
Just before the Spanish-American war Uncle
. Sam palpitated around the world buying every
* tub that had not been sold for junk. During that
war the soldier boys had to be sent to the
‘Philippines in cattle ships. Ten years ago the
.South was paying $180,000,000 annually in
freight bills on cotton shipped to Europe in

- foreign bottoms. When the time came to trans-

.+ port American boys to France they had to go
largely in British ships, and the price charged
for their transportation was enormous. The
foreign commerce of the United States now
"~ exceeds ten bhillion dollars annually, and an

American merchant marine is such a self-evident
" necessity that no one questions it.

There was a time when the American mer-
chant marine was the best in the world. The
history of its fall is revealed by the following
table, which shows the percentage of American
exports carried in American bottoms in the
years named. As the (ferman merchant marine
was ruined by the World War, so the American

~merchant marine was ruined by the Civil War.
. There were other contributory causes, however.

- In 1810 American ships carried. e 92,065
* In 1830 » » P e 86.5 G0
In 1860 » » 7 e .70.0%
In 1870 ? » (SO ¥ O L7
In 1880 . 7 »? 2 13,19
In 1890 » »? P e 9.4%%
In 19C0 » » (S - 7.1%

. At the outbreak of the World War the United
States had only fifteen vessels of over one
thousand tons engaged in overseas trade. For
years the American public has understood the
need of a merchant marine and has been willing
to tax itself in order to establish one. But
powerful international shipping and financial
interests have succeeded admirably in so con-
fusing the people and so beclouding the issue
that practically nothing was done until those
“same ownmers, in fear for their own safety,
- begged America to build ships.
. American Merchant Marine
ITH the advent of America into the war
came a leap in the shipping world unpar-
alleled in history. From a merchant marine

proposed to cost $50,000,000 a determination
was suddenly made to produce one eighty times
as large, involving an expenditure of $4,000,000-
000. Prior to the war the country had few ship-
vards and few people engaged in shipping.
There were at the start only 61 shipyards with
234 ways; these were increased to 223 yards
with 1099 ways.

A Shipping Board was organized that has
literally had on its hands the largest task ever
undertaken. For a time it produced more ship-
ping than all of the rest of the world put to-
gether. In 1917 the Shipping Board made 106
ships, in 1918 it made 812 ships and in 1919 it
made 1065 ships. The last of its fleet is now
approaching completion.

When the plans of the new ships were an-
nounecd, it was publicly charged that foreign
interests had influenced the econstruction of
vessels too small or of too out-of-date material
(wood) to be successful in the peacetime com-
petition that would follow the war. For profit-
able ocean transportation vessels should not be
construeted of wood and should not exeeed 5,500
gross tons. Of course it was brought forward
that war was an emergency, when many quickly-
built vessels were wanted of such a size that no
one ship would be a serious loss. Most of the
vessels were finished after the armistice was
declared.

Of the American vessels registered to August
31, 1919, there were 347 wooden vessels and
1,538 made of steel. The wooden vessels were
all less than 4,000 tons. Of the steel vessels 803
were less than 4,000 tons, 132 were less than
5,000 tons, 251 were less than 6,000 tons, 249
were less than 7,000 tons and 123 were over -
7,000 gross tons. The government now owns,
controls or has contracted for ten million tons
of ships, and the American merchant marine
is now transporting 26.4% of American exports
and imports.

By the close of 1920 it is estimated that there
will be, counting private owners, 18,000,000
gross tons under the American flag. Perhaps
6,000,000 of this will be used in coastwise trade
and about 8,000,000 will be government built,

-government owned, and available for foreign
trade. Much additional passenger tonnage is
needed. :

The Shipping Board’s property includes 1,8
steamers worth $3,000,000,000. In this inventory
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are 95 of the German vessels, aggregating
630,000 gross tons and valued at $34,193,100.
The great investment in shipping belongs to the
common people; it was bought with the proceeds
of their purchases of Liberty Bonds. They are
interested in it and anxious to see what is done
with it. As long as the world is as short of
shipping as at present, it will be a very valuable
property.

American Shipyards

UCCESSFUL building up of a vast mer-

chant marine in two years was not accom-
~plished without some unhappy results. The
cost-plus system at the Hog Island shipyards at
Philadelphia and at yards in the Puget Sound
region and elsewhere led to frightful abuses—
abuses so great that the New York T7mes re-
ports the Government as “alleged to have been
defrauded of more than a billion dollars” in
this connection; and Charles M. Schwab in a
speech delivered in January, 1920, affirmed that
the ships cost three or four times as much as
they should have cost.

For all of this the people have had to pay.
And the morale of myriads of men who worked
under dishonest contractors was impaired, as
they saw how, under cost-plus contracts, three
men were hired to do one man’s work and how
the higher the expenses ran up the more profit
there was in it for the contractor.

But although Hog Island will, to those who
know anything of the facts, always bhe a syno-
nym for graft running far into the millions, yet
Hog Island finally got to producing ships, and
in twenty months turned out 98 of them, adding
750,000 tons to the nation’s merchant marine.
This was 209% of the tonnage launched in the
United States during that period. The Hog
Island plant is a vast establishment covering
103 acres of floor space and 824 acres of yard-
age, and represents an enormous investment.
It employed 30,000 men during 1919, but will be
closed on June 30 of this year.

One shipyard with only twelve slips, however,
has been turning out a ship of 5,280 gross tons
every two wecks, which shows what a relatively
small plant can accomplish by wise manage-
ment. In the shipyard in question 307% of the
total tonnage of each vessel was pre-assembled
and one-seventh of all the rivets were driven
before these units were attached to the hull.
No doubt this yard made large sums of money

on its contracts; for the saving in riveting alone,
under the conditions by which it was done,
amounted to $3,000 per hull.

It is probable that there are now more Shlp-
building plants in America than it can sustain,
althoufrh at present they have all the work they
can handle In February there were 84 tankers
on the ways, amounting to 588,565 gross tons.
During the war a very large tonnage was built
at yards on the Great Lakes, but none of these
vessels are large enough to make them desuable‘
for ocean-borne commerce.

English shipbuilders who have inspected
cargo and passenger ships built in America’
before, during and since the war have admitted
that, class for class, they compare favorahly
with the ships of other nations. And what
reason can be given why they should not do so?
The American builders themselves claim that
their structural work is superior, that their
yvards are better laid out and that they have
more labor-saving devices in use than other
shipbuilders any*where .

However, the cost of manufacturmg first-class
cargo shlps in the United States is still around
$110 per gross ton as compared with 2 ciaimed
cost of $87 per gross ton in Great Britain, a
difference suﬁ‘iment to bring the Amertean yards
bhack to where they were before the war unless.
the causes are found and removed. During 1919 -
Great Britain built 1,620,000 tons of shipping,
and the United States 4,075,385 tons; but these
proportions will not continue.

Shipping Board Operations
Y MEANS of its Shipping Board the United
States government has practically taken
over the world business once handled by Ger-
many; and the Stars and Stripes are now flying
in ports in which they had not been seen before
in a generation. The great fleet of vessels at its
command has bheen apportioned to routes and :
services reaching various parts of the world
as follows: :

Northern Europe 19%
Food Relief Service 16%
South American Trade e 15%
Army Service 14%
West Indies Trade 12%
Trans-Pacific Trade 7%
Coastwise Trade 4%
African Trade 1%
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© During the year 1919 the Shipping Board
dispatched 100 steamers to Brazil, 129 to Ar-
gentina and other Platte River points, and 62 to
west coast ports of Scuth America. Of this
number 21 returned to America via Europe.

The net profits of the Shipping Board on the
operation of its ships from 1917 to April, 1920,
totaled $132,944,614.07. It pays the highest
salaries of any department qf the government
~—as high as $30,000 per year. Upon the Board
at one time or another it is claimed that there
“have been employed representatives of all the
“principal American lines engaged in shipping—
the Barber Line, Munson Line, Mallory Line,
Bull-Insular Line, Clyde Line, Ward Line and
the so-called “American” (race Line, Pacifie
Mail and International Merecantile Marine.

. The law which created the Shipping Board
provides that it shall go out of existence five
.years after the termination of the war—if it
ever terminates. But there are international
financial and shipping interests that would like
_to have it terminated much earlier; for they fear
the success of any government- owned enter-
~prise. Once the government of the people should
- get the idea that the people can do anything at
“all as it ought to be done, there would be danger
‘that they might try some other experiment.
Talk with any railroad man; and you can
easily learn how zealously the railway officials
_tried; during the period of government manage-
"~ ment, to make the goverment operation a finan-
cial failure. You can learn how engines and
- crews went out with fractional loads, how freight
+ schedules were purposely impeded, how waste-
“fulness was aided and abetted, all to make
- government management a faﬂure, until the
.know]edcre will make you sick at heart.
" True, this makes a poor outlook for any plan
- designed to lift the burdemns from the plain
‘people, just as it was intended to do; but the job
~was too well done. That is the real cause of the
unrest among railway employes. They know
they were used by their officials to help forward
a'piece of double-dealing, and they resent it and
are trying to bring their and the people’s be-
rayers to account.

: 'Marme Freight Rafes

DVERTISEMENTS widely published dur-
ing the war told the people: “Undoubtedly
- after the war is over, the ships which we are

building will pay for themselves many times
over”. I'ew are found to echo that statement at
the present time, although marine profits have
been very high, and in some instances too high.

Before the war coal was being carried from
the United States to Italy at $4.50 per ton; and
although the inereased cost of operation is 150%
to 200%, vet it seems hard to think that the
Shipping Board authorized freight rates of
$26.50 to $27.50 per ton, so that a bankrupt ally
has had to cut down its olive trees for fuel
because it could not afford to buy American coal
on that basis. It may be said that others were
charging the same rate, and it may be said that
in general the rates of the Shipping Board were
but three-fourths the rates charged by British
shippers; but it is foo bad any way.

One ship operating between San Francisco
and Calcutta earned in one voyage of 110 days
$750,000 net, after all expenses of every kind
had been provided for—about 509% of the cost
of the vessel. The Quistconck, the first ship
built at Hog Island, in a voyage of 92 days made
a net profit of $461,151. The prevailing general
freight rate on transatlantic eargo is around
$25 per gross ton of 2,240 pounds. This is about
two cents per can on canned tomatoes, a slight
inerease over the cost of bringing the ean by
rail from California to New York. It is too
high a rate.

There is no question, however, but that ocean
freight rates will be on a profiteering basis for
many years to come. Shipbuilding costs are
high and not liable to come down much. Labor
is high and unrestful. Foreign ships are no
longer capitalized at their cost, but at their
earning values. These and other items will tend
to keep up rates.

The Sluppmg Board has been operating its
fleet by paying the operators a percentage of
the gross freight receipts. There are 300 firms
engarred in operating the ships; they employ
60,000 officers and men; and there are twenty-
e1rrht navigation and engineering schools which
have turned out 12,000 graduate deck officers
and engineers for this work.

An idea of the rapidity with which the pres-
ent opportunities are being embraced may be
gathered from the fact that twenty-four con-
cerns with a capital of $42,485,000 entered the
shipping business of the United States in July,
1919; in August nineteen more concerns with a
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capital of $55,950,000 entered and in September
thirty-five more concerns with a capital of
- $40,870,000 entered. ‘

, Eventually there will be a gradual decline in
. the rates, as the troops and war supplies get
back home and the devastated countries are
restocked with the necessaries of life; and the
rates will have to come down in due time if the
American farmer and manufacturer are to con-
tinue competing with the foreign farmer and
manufacturer. If America has no ships she will
trade in only those ports in which her compet-
itors please to permit her, and her goods will g0
there delayed and badly handled.

Profits in the shipping business depend upon
ability and experience, as in every other husi-
ness. The International Merchant Marine, ply-
ing out of Wall Street under the British flag,
made profits of $33,000,000 in 1917. It is casy
to see why the I. M. M. would help the American
people to believe that their government could
not learn to sail a ship at a profit. There are
33,000,000 reasons in -plain sight.

Shippers have to have some wits. They have
to know what can be done with a ship and how
to do it. It is a surprise to some to learn that
tankers go from the United States to Cuba and
Porto Rico loaded down with vile-smelling,
sticky, greasy fuel oil, and come back with the
same tanks filled with sweet, clean new molasses;
vet such is the fact. At the end of the journey
the tank walls are thoroughly cleansed with
steam and caustic soda to prevent contamina-
tion and to prepare for the new cargo.

Farmers and Shipping

ARMERS of the United States are a unit in
. wanting the government to run its own
ships. They claim that under private ownership
and operation ocean freight rates have been
enormously increased, Wall Street patrioteers
having made as high as 429 a year on their
capal even before the war. The farmers would
like to try the experiment of seeing whether the
government (the people) can sail ships without
paying tribute to Morgan. ‘
 American ship owners have no just complaint
at the American government making the at-
tempt. They have fared well at the hands of this
people. When Great Britain commandeered ships
- ‘under the British flag for war purposes she
- paid their owners $1.27 to $2.01 per deadweight

ton per month ; but when the American IShipp_mg-\
Board commandeered ships the owners were
compensated at $4.15 per deadweight ton per:
month, or a little more than 25% per annum on
the investment represented. *

Labor and Shipping

ON E bugaboo which has always been used to.
coddle the American people into the belief
that they could not possibly learn how to sail
ships again has been the difference in the scale
of wages paid to American and foreign sailors.
The facts are now coming to light; and it is’
revealed that labor forms only 129% of ship’
operation cost, and that the cost of living has
increased 1.5 times as rapidly in the United
Kingdom as in America. It is also discovered.
that the American crews, on account of oil-
driven engines, are only slightly larger than the
British-—three or four men to a crew of 40 to 60
Before the war England’s tonnage was manned
by 295,652 men. American tonnage is now man.
ned by 266,000 men. : ;
The difference in wages between foreign and -
American seamen was removed in one stroke.
by the wise Lafollette Seamen’s Act. Seamen
can no longer be treated as slaves in American °
ports. They ean obtain half of their wages at:
any time, and are not liable to imprisonment in -
irons for changing employment while in port.
The effect of this act was to cause thousands
of foreign sailors to accept shore positions
while their boats were in American ports.
Americans took their places at American wages;
and in an incredibly short time American wages
became the rule, and there is now very little .
difference between the wages of British and
American seafaring men.
The Pacific Mail Steamship Company (dom-
inated by British interests) claimed it would be
ruined by the Seamen’s Act and offered for sale
its five vessels worth $3,000,000.° The Inter-
national Mercantile Marine — practically the
same interests—purchased these during the war
for $5,250,000, made enormous profits from them
in the Atlantic carrying trade, and a year later
these “financiers” sold two of the vessels to &
Japanese company for the sum they originally:
paid for the whole fleet. = :
The sequel, showing how sincere are some of
the people that criticise American marine legi
lation, is to be found in the fact that the Pacifiy



The Golden Age for June o, 1920

583

- Mail Steamship Company is now having twelve
- vessels made in New York which, when com-
’ pleted: are to be the finest vessels on the Pacific,
capable of maintaining a ten-day schedule to
the Orient. '

- Government Aid to Shipping

AFTER the Revolutionary War Congress

-+ passed a law that any imports brought into
the United States in American bottoms should
pay a slightly lower rate of duty than imports
brought by foreign ships; and in less than ten
years the percentage of goods brought in Amer-
ican bottoms had increased from 23% to 90%.
It is proposed to revive this plan. Present
- commercial treaties are in conflict with it, but
~ they can be changed if we insist.

At the conclusion of the war every govern-
ment-owned British boat was sold to British
shipping interests at $100 to $150 per dead-
weight ton. Thus practically every buyer was
-given a subsidy; and it is believed by many
- (notably by Mr. Schwab, who is a shipbuilder
~and genuinely interested in the maintenance of
a permanent merchant marine) that a subsidy
- of some form must be made by America if she
is to compete permanently with Japanese and
. other subsidized lines.

. The Congress would like to extend some form
‘of aid to American shipowners, as soon as the
necessity of aid is apparent; but it does not yet
know what it wants to do. The Shipping Board
has had four chairmen already, and as many
policies. Old timers fight shy of subsidies, re-
.membering the years before the war during
which Ameriean ships could not compete with
foreigners, but possibly not taking the changed
“conditions sufficiently into account.

‘Bills are now under consideration which
provide, under certain circumstances, for ex-
empting profits of American ship-owners, de-
rived from foreign trade, from all Federal
excess profit taxes for ten years. Congress
would like to do this, but is conseious of the need
. for revenue and inclined to go slowly on any
- measure proposing elimination of taxation.
“."The claim is widely made that private ship-
~owners must have government aid in the oper-
. ation of their ships or their purchases of gov-
- ernment boats will never be completed and the
“boats they-have started to purchase will find
“their way back to the Shipping Board. Many

farmers and others would not be sorry if such

‘were the case. They wish that one of the officers

of the cabinet should be a Shipping Officer,
whose duty it would be to employ permanently
the most competent ship operator to be found

as general manager of the Shipping Board fleet, i

giving him a salary that would induce him to
do his best. :
Thoughtful shipping men who have: the best
interests of the whole country at heart have
suggested that a considerable part of the Amer- .
ican tonnage must be used in tramping, and
should be chartered to operators on a three-
vear basis, under the obligation to purchase at -
the end of the three years. A charter price of $3
per deadweight ton per month is suggested.
It is believed by the advocates of this idea
that in three years the small operators who have
ability will have developed that ability, com-
mercial and finanecial ; and that by that time the
entire tonnage now in the hands of the Shippin
Beard can be absorbed. . . -

Must the Ships be Sold? |

SUALLY the answer to this question is an

unreserved Yes, but when we take note of
the interests represented by those who thus.
promptly advocate the surrender of this great -
asset of the common people we are led to wonder
whether the answer should be Yes or No.

The United States Chamber of Commerce has
advised the sale of all wooden and steel vessels
under 6,000 tons deadweight to the highest
bidder, foreign or domestic; the sale of all other
vessels to Americans; the absorption by the
government of the difference between war costs
and present value of ships; freedom from gov-
ernmental regulation of routes and rates; priv-
ilege of transferring larger vessels to foreigners
after a term of years; no government insurance;
and a declaration by Congress of a policy of
giving aid to a privately owned and operated
American merchant marine. Looks like another
scheme to get the common people: to give up
everything, including their hopes, but to guar-
antee everything to the other fellow. Too many
bristles on this meat to make it pass for spring
lamb. L

A survey of the sitnation by one of the chair-’
men of the Shipping Board discloses the faet
that America’s shipowners could not at presen
take over more than the government’s best 360.
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- hand-picked ships, leaving it with the least
profitable 1,800 ships to operate anyway. Im-
mediate sale, therefore, is impossible, at any
reasonable price. If sold too cheaply the dis-
position of the Shipping Board’s fleet would
kill the American shipyards.

It is pointed out by the thoughtful that in
- view of the dearth of shipping in Europe, now
is the time to dispose of such portions of the
fieet as are least likely to be protitable when the
time of competition at much reduced rates
arrives. KEurope could take over the wooden
ships which will never be profitable in the day
of competition, and would be glad to get them.
Many of the smaller steel ships could also be
disposed of to advantage in the same market.

As to the price for the ships, the world is
short of ships today, and there is no “difference
between war costs and present value of ships”
- so long as this shortage exists; nor is there any
indication that either labor or material, here or
abroad, will become cheaper. The Government
has already suffered a sufficient loss on many
of these ships, and should not be in a great
hurry to sell while they can be operated as
profitably as at present.

The hope that Congress will compel the sale
. -of ships is holding buyers off, and agitation in
that direction is agitation against one of the
great investments of the common people. One
paper that ought to know better has even urged
that the Government donate these ships to any-
body who would agree to operate them under
the American flag.

Of the thirty-one ships made for the Shipping
Board, and sold by them, the average price
obtained was $217 a deadweight ton, considered
a fair price. Shipping operators want the fleet
sold much more cheaply than this. Some of
them argue for a price of $150 to $160 a dead-
weight ton, which by their own admissions
would enable them to pay for the ships out of
the earnings of the ships themselves in four
years time; others want to buy for $100 a ton
vessels which cost $250 to $300 per ton to build.
Tentative prices are $200 to $225 per deadweight
ton. These may have to be reduced gradually
from time to time as the market falls. The
ships cannot be sold in large numbers until the
country is prepared to purchase them, and it
'is not yet prepared.

Besides the Shipping Board the navy has

boats for sale, a surplus of steam yachts, motor .
boats, barges, scows, tugs and many other
varieties used during the war for locating sub-
marines and for other purposes. Some of these
boats are being absorbed by the fishing business,
to which they are best suited. :

The Government also has 200 wooden hulls’
of the 3,500 ton class for which it has fixed a
price of $75,000 each, and estimates that these
can be finished as steamers at $65.71 per dead-
weight ton each. Here is a chance for some
people who know something about fitting out
ships to complete 'some of these bargains and
dispose of them in Europe.

Transport Agencies .
UN CLE SAM as a trader enters the field of
world transportation under favorable cir-
cumstances as far as jealousies and animosities
are concerned, but he is without the experience
of Germany and without either the experience
or the influence of Great Britain in securing -
and holding tonnage.
Great Britain has at all important ports’
qualified, capable, influential men who are able
to pick up all the best of the traffic for British
boats; and this is quite right. This ability,
experience and influence is properly theirs, and
if American boats are to compete favorably with
British boats the same efforts that the British
have used must be made to learn the needs-and
to fill them. American boys must be taught, as
are British boys, that American trade is a world
business, the same as British trade. The Ship-
ping Board sees the pinch of competition eoming
in the distance, and in March announced that it
favored some kind of working agreement be-
tween American ship owners and the German
Hamburg- American Line, which has a good
organization throughout the world, but no ships,

Marine Insurance ,

F America is to have a merchant marine . :

worthy of the name she must have her own
marine insurance companies. At present two-
thirds of American ship insurance is handled
by foreign companies. In 1918 a total of
$71,258,305,186 of marine insurance was written
in the United States. There are fifty-two strictly
American companies, but a large part of the.
one-third handled by domestic companies was
handled by only twe of the fifty-two concerns
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Australian Government Ships

HE Australian government is also wrest-

fing with the shipping problem, and finds
itself confronted with much the same difliculties
faced by America. Australians have made large
sums out of running their lines up to the
present; and although they are considering the
question of selling out and retiring from the
ocean, they express fear that in so doing they
will be left to the mercy of what they eall the
“British shipping ring” and forced to take only
such goods as those lines will handle.

The shipment of wool from Australia is still
under wartime restrictions, as are also meats
and other staple commodities. No Australian
wool can come to American markets except via
England, but hides and tallow can be shipped
anywhere, and there is a ready market in Amer-
ica if shipping to move these could be found.

Power of British Interests
HE PlumbPlan League, in its weckly news-
letter of April 24th, 1920, says:

“It is charged by organizations which are interested
"in the development of South Atlantic and Gulf ports
that American railway managers are in conspiracy with
~ British shipping interests to injure a large section of

the country which under federal control of the railroads
had been treated fairly.

““The British steamship lines, it is charged, do not
relish the diversion of traffic from rorthern and Canadian
seaports to southern trade routes, and have joived in
with the railroad executives in demanding that rates
established for southern ports be cancelled. It is about
the boldest bit of effrontery that has been witnessed
for a long time.

““While agitating for a cancellation of export rates to
South Atlantic ports the railroads and British shippers
advocate a continuance of similar rates to Halifax, a
British port which is served by their limes. They ask
that export freight from the middle west be hauled to
Halifax at practma‘ly the same rate as to New York,
although Halifax is obviously much farther from the
middle west than from the South Atlantic or Gulf ports.
" “The demand for the breaking up of our merchant
marine is a part of this conspiracy. The shipping trust
does not welcome this competition.

“If they succeed in securing a cancellation of southern
export.rates and the destruction of our merchant marine,
the combine will be in fine position to exploit the Amer-
ican shipper at will. Heretofore the railroads have got
all that they sought. If they are not successful in their
latest venture, it will be the first check they have sus-
tained since they.launched a campaign to drain the
‘federal treasury and place the public completely at
their mercy.”

Naval Items
INCE the \upmv out of the German navy

all the remaining navies and naval pro-

grams in the world, exclusive of Kngland,
do not equal those of the United States. It-was -
proposed that during 1920 the United States
should spend $4: ),000 000 on its navy, during
the samc period i which England is to Q.pend'
$184,000,000 for the same purpose. We can but
wonder at these great expenditures. How fool-
ish they will all seem sometime!

The American naval building poliey is ad-
mittedly predicated on the naval policies of
Great Britain and Japan, and ecalls for a forece
of 638 ships as compared with a pre-war
strength of 231 ships. All the great nations of
the world, aside from the United States, have
stopped building these great dreadnaughts
which take so much of-the people’s treasure.

If the World War was “a war to end war,”
why do not the nations, and’ especially this

‘nation, stop getting ready for bigger wars? If

navies are to he a mere “international police,”
what sense is there in making any of them Inor
formidable than ever?

An interesting Italian naval item is the rais-
ing of a superdreadnaught which went down in
1916 in 36 feet of water. The vessel turned
turtle as she sank, and buried the noses of
thirteen 12-inch guns deeply in the sand. Never-
theless, the ship was raised. This is a great
triumph of Italian ability and ingenuity.

During the entire period of modern civiliza-
tion the great maritime nation has been Eng-
land, which has cither owned or controlled most
of the world’s shipping. This supremacy has not
been without prophetic notiee, particularly as

to the British navy, which in the estimation of

Bible students, figures prophetically-in its at-
tack under Nelson at Trafalgar against Napo-
leon: “For the ships [navy] of Chittim [Eng-
land] shall come against him ' [Napoleon].”
(Daniel 11:30) That all may not always be
smooth sailing for the trade of the vast modern

aggregation of merchant vessels is hinted at in-
other expressions based upon a - general lan- -

guishing of commerce, “Howl, ye ships of Tar-
shish; for it is laid waste, so that there is no
house, no entering in: from the land of Chittim -
it is revealed to. them”. (Isaiah 23:1) But, -

whatever the temporary setback, the Golden -

Age will bring renewed and vastly greater nse-
fuluess for the shipping prepared for that time. -
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RELIGION AND PHlLOSOPH‘y’

c ot ol “aiae Sl

The Preacher’s Commission

APRDACHER is one who preaches or pro-
claims a message. The gospel means glad
~ tidings. A preacher of the gospel is therefore

one who proclaims the good news of the king-
dom of the Lord and the divine plan for the
salvation of the human race. At the birth of
Jesus the angel announced to the shepherds
watching their flocks in the field: “Behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you is born this day
in-the city of David a Savior, which is Christ
the Lord.” (Luke 2:10, 11) This is the message
of glad tidings which preachers of the gospel
are prlwleged to tell the people who have an
ear to hear. It is a wonderful privilege to be a
messenger to proclaim the Lord’s miessage;
~ therefore the true preacher of the gospel occu-
pies a position of great privilege, as well as
great responsibility. There are different kinds
of preachers, however; but the world has come
to put them practically all in one class.

Just now thirty denominations announce that
they have formed a league or federation under
the name or title of Interchurch World Move-
‘ment. All the preachers of these various denom-
inations are expected to participate heartily in
this movement of their various denominational
systems, and they would ?mpro s -upon the
people in general that their work is preaching
the gospel. In January, 1920, at a council held
by the World-Survey Conference of the Inter-
church World Movement at Atlantie City, by
rising vote a resolution was adopted setting
forth the purposes of this great organization.
That document says:

“Since there is no other agency of the churches, as
at present constituted, capable of undertaking the task
forced upon us by the present world situation and out-
lined by the Interchurch World Movement, this organ-
~1zation was called into being.

“We belicve the time is fully ripe for such unity of
action on the part of united Protestantism, that without
attempting to solve the problems arising from divergent
and conscientiously held points of view on matters of
doctrine and policy, the churches are ready for a common
_ program of activity.”

Doctrine means that which is taught, put
‘forth as truth and supported by authority.

We emphasize the point that the Interchurch
World Movement is deliberately ignoring the
doctrines—the great truths of the divine plan.
—and joinina hands in a movement. In this
connection it is interesting to read the prophetic
words of the Apostle Paul applicable to the end
of the age where we now are: “For the time will
come when they will not endure sound doetrine;
but after their own lusts shall they heap to them-
selves teachers, having iteching ears; and they
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables.”—2 Timothy 4: 3, 4.

On April 1, 1920, a bulletin was issued by
the Interchurch World Movement announcing
a financial campaign, thus disclosing what is
meant by their united action. This campaig'n
purposes to raise $336,777,000 to carry on in
the name of the chureh and 1121 the namé of Christ
the expenses of a great world movement whieh.
boldly announces that it disregards the doctrires
that have been taught by Christians for cen:-
turies. The people are asked, of course, to con-
tribute to this large fund; and the people are
entitled to know whether or not this movement:
is man-made or whether it has divine authoriza-.
tion. Is the Imterchurch World Movement in
the interest of announcing the glad tidings of
the kingdom for the salvation of all mankind,
or is it a man-made movement, having as its 3
chief purpose the controlling of the pohtmal-
situation of the world? 5

It is interesting here to examine the dlvm‘e-
commission given to preachers of the gospel.
A commission is the authority granted or issned
to one to do or to perform certain thlngs. A
man is elected to a public office. There is issue
to him by the duly eonstituted authority a paper
writing, commissicning him to perform the
duties of that office, and his duties are usually.
prescribed by the laws of the land. One w, 0.
becomes & preacher of the gospel by taking the
divinely ordained steps is commissioned o
clothed with authorlty which commissgion . 0;
authority is set forth in the Word of God ant
defines his duties and his privileges. This com
mission came to the Lord Jesus at the tim
his consecration, at the Jordan; and every ong
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Who thereafter by full consecration, justification
and.acceptance was received into the body of
Christ, was likewise commissioned to preach
the good tidings of the kingdom. The terms of
that commission are plainly set forth in the
following words: “The spirit of the Lord God
1s upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me
to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of
the'prison to them that are bound; to proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that
" mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in
- Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for
. the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called
.- trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,
- "that he might be glorified.”—Isaiah 61:1-3.
It was God’s intention that there should be
preachers of the gospel in order that the people
might hear and understand the truth. The
Apostle says: “Whosoever shall call upon the
‘name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall
they call on him in whom they have not believed?
" And how shall they believe in him of whom they
- have not heard ? and how shall they hear without
@ preacher? And how shall they preach, except
they he sent?” (Romans 10:13-15) The Apostle
- Paul tells us that it pleased God in due time to
~manifest His plan through preaching. (Titus 1:
3; 1Corinthians 1:21) When St. Paul was re-
strained of his liberty many came to him and he
received them, “preaching the kingdom of God,
and teaching those things which concern the
Lord Jesus Christ”.—Acts 28: 31.

- Since the commission set forth in the Serip-
.tures is the only one granted to a minister or
preacher, it becomes the Christian’s duty to
-examine it carefully; and in so doing he fails to
find any intimation whatsoever authorizing the
-organization of a great system to go among the
“people, especially those who are unconsecrated,
-and to solicit from them large sums of money.
No authority is given in the Bible, and no prece-
‘ dent surely, where the Lord or the apostles ever
-inaugurated a big “drive” for the collection of
large or small sums of money. On the contrary,
they went about proclaiming the message of
glad tidings concerning the kingdom; and Jesus
-gaid: “Liet him who hath an ear to hear hear”.
“What, then, is the real purpose of the Inter-
ehurch World Movement?
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It is manifest from statements issued by that
body that its purpose is not to enlighten the
people concerning the doctrines of Jesus Christ
and him crucified; that it is not its purpose to
teach the doctrines concerning the kingdom of
Messiah; that it is not its purpose to call atten- |
tion to the oathbound promise God made to -
Abraham, through which blessings shall flow to
all the human family; that it is not its purpose
to teach the people concerning the restitution
blessings, which were spoken of by all the holy

prophets from Moses to John the Baptist and =

and to which attention was called by the Apostle
Peter at Pentecost. One of its boldly announced
purposes is to collect from the people a large
sum of money.

The Freeport (Il.) Journal Standard pub-
lishes a discourse delivered by Dr. Conant, in
which he refers to the Interchurch World Move-
ment; and since Dr. Conant is a clergyman and
should speak with authority concerning the
movement we guote his words concerning this
great world movement. Among other things
he said: . \

“The Bible is now the last restraint on man, and he
iz seeking to throw that off and forget God. ‘
“. . . And so a union of the churches under such
leaders as the Interchurch World Movement furnishes
will be to be taken into camp with the devil’s agents

“This movement is shot through and through with
fundamental error. Our Lord tells us that the mission
of the church is to preach the gospel to every creature
—just that and nothing more. But the leaders in this
movement tell us that the mission of the church is to
‘establish a civilization, Christian in spirit and in
passion, throughout the world’. Those two conceptions
will not mix any more than oil and water will.

“The leaders of this movement are also seeking to
mannufacture service by the machinery of organization,
through which they are trying to squeeze it out of us
by drives, rallies, pledges, and other forms of external
pressure, instedd of quickening the spiritual life of the
church from within, which always results in the kind
of service that is spontaneous and that doesn’t have
to be pressed out of us. _ ' _

“And they are reversing God’s method for raising
money. For he says, ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and all these things will be added unto you’. .

“And by their social service program they are seeking -’

to capture the functions of the state, and are thus . -

uniting church and state.”

Dr. White, another clergyman, is reported as =

saying: “The world will be ruled by the forces
of Christianity in twenty years”. ’
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Dr A.T. Peterson, an Illinois Baptist minis-

! ter, says concerning the Interchurch World
Movement: “It is a super-league of naticns”.

A comparison of the above utterances and
the announced purposes of this movement is
111terest1ng in the light of the divinely-given
commission o preachers. That conunission says:

- “The Lord hath anointed me”. This anointing
is of the spirit of the Lord and 1s the divinely
authorized commission or authority to tell

- others about His great plan. They are author-
ized or com.rmssmned to preach unto the meek;
i.e.,, to instruet the teachable, those who are
wﬂhno' and anxious to hear about the plan of
salvatlon There never was a time in the world’s
history in which the people are so anxious to
hear the truth as now. Trouble always causes
one to turn his heart toward the great Creator,
when nothing else will. The commission fur ther-
more says: “He hath sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted”. Never in the world’s history

- were there so many brokenhearted people as
now. The great world war, revolutions, famine,
‘pestilence, the oppression by profiteers and
other unjust men, the sadness that has come
into the homes by reason of sickness and death,
have caused the nations and peoples of earth to
bow down in sorrow with broken hearts. This
divine' commission does not authorize any one
to break the hearts of the people or to break
their pocketbooks; but it does authorize those
whom the Lord has anointed to carry to the
people the soothing balm of His preclous prom-
ises, pointing them to a day coming in which
.order will be brought out of chaos, and when
peace will be established and the blessings of
life and liberty given to the people.

“To proclaim 11berty to the captives, and the
opening of the pI‘lSOIl to them that are bound.”
The whole world is in captivity to sin; and
resulting from that sin are oppression, 1mustlce,
unrighteousness, sickness and death. The Lord
through His Word points to the fact that with
the passing away of the great world-trouble the
old order, or world, completely ends and Mes-
siah’s kingdom shall be established, and that
then the glad tidings of great joy will be given
to all the people and all will be released from the
prison-housé - of death, and all will have an

opportunity to know of God’s great plan of -

salvation. It is the privilege of the preacher to
comfort the hearts of those who are now in
sorrow, with the assurance that a blessing is in

the future not only for them, but for their loved -
ones who have gone down into death.

“To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord” =
nieans to point the Christian to the fact that the -
time of acceptance of sacrifices in order to be a = -
part of the body of Christ is before the ngdom‘, )
is set up; and that day of sacrifice 1s now
about ended.

“And the day of vengeance of our God” means
that the preache1 s commission is to call to the
attention of the peoples of earth the fact that
the great war, famine, pestilence, distress-of
nations, ete., are but in fulfillment of the divine
plopheue% concernmg God’s vengeande upon
the unrighteous systems of the earth These -
have reached a fullness ; and Messiah’s kingdom
1s now being installed for the purpose of dis-
pelling all unrlghteousness and of brmvlng
peace and happiness to the people.

The glad tidings which all truly ct)nsecrated
preachers are eommissioned to proclaim in brief
are: That our first parents, Adam, when per-
fect, violated God’s law, resulting in the for- -
feiture of life, liberty and happmess, and that
this disability passed upon all of Adam’s off-
spring; that God promised to redeem man from
this condition of death and suffering (Hosea
13:14); that He made promise to Abraham,
saying, “In thy seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed” (Genesis 12: 3) ; that the seed
of Abraham, according to the promise, is the -
Christ—Jesus the head, the church his body
members (Galatians 3:16, 27, 29; Colossians1:
18); that the seed must be developed and in-
stalled fully into office before the blessings can
come to the world (Acts 15:14-17); that the
beginning of the selection of the seed of promise
was with Christ Jesus at the Jordan and the
body members at Pentecost, and that this selee-
tion progresses from that time until the Lord
comes again to receive His own unto Hinmiself
(John 14:1-3); that the second coming of the
Lord and the ending of the world, i.e., the
ending of the old social order, would be specially
marked by world-war, famine, pestilence, revo-
lutions, distress of nations, falling away from
the faith, and a general time of trouble (Mat-
thew 24) ; that then will follow the establishment
of Messiah’s kingdom, in the days of these un-
righteous kings (Daniel 2:44; 12:1); that then
would follow “times of refreshing . . . from
the presence of the Lord; . . . times of restitua-
tion [restoration] of all things which God hath
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spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets
since the world began” (Acts 3:19-24) ; that this
period of the reign of Messiah, now shortly to
- begin, will mean the blessing of all the obedient
ones of earth and will result in the restoring
of such obedient ones to fulness of life lost by
- father Adam’s disobedience, and the full rc-
storation to conditions of peace and happiness
and the complete destruetion of all unrighteous
things — everything that makes sorrowful, in-
cluding death itself (1 Corinthians 15:20-26;
Revelation 21:1-5); that all this great blessing
is coming to the human race by rcason of the
fact that Jesus Christ, by the grace of God,
tasted death for every man (Hebrews 2:9, 10;
1 Timothy 2:5, 6); and that his resurrection
from the dead was a guarantee that all the
world shall be tried in righteousness and be
given an opportunity for the blessings that God
has in store for them.—Acts 17:31.

What a wonderful opportunity preachers now
have of comforting the people and binding up
the brokenhearted by fulfilling the divinely-
given commission instead of turning away from
the doctrines themselves and turning the peo-
ple’s minds away from the doctrines of the Bible.
Why should they solicit men who make no pre-
tense of Christianity, or any one else for that
matter, to give up their money to carry on a
campaign which is not authorized by the Bible,
~ and which brings neither comfort, joy, peace,
nor satisfaction to the groaning creation? Would
to God that the clergymen of the land would
awaken to their great privileges and duties at
this time. Would that they would re-examine
carefully the divine commission and seize the

opportunity to put it into practice by teaching .

the people the great divinely-given doctrines
and truths instead of purposely ignoring them.
At this time, as never before, the people need
instruction, corrcction and teaching in right-
eousness. Nothing is so helpful as the doetrine
of the Bible. “All seripture given by inspiration
of God is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”
(2 Timothy 3:16) The Interchurch World
Movement says: “We have ignored the doc-
trines.” “\Vhosoever transgresseth and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath
both the Father and the Son.”—2 John 9.
- Are the people being honestly dealt with and
honestly treated by the clergy when these tell

them they should unite in a common action, in
a great drive to get money to carry on an
organized system which admittedly mixes poli-
ties with religion, and which frankly states that
it 1ignores doctrme"

We are here reminded of the words of Abra-
ham Lincoln: “You can fool some of the people
all the time, and all the people some of the time;
but you can’t fool all the peopie all the time”.
Ere long the eyes of the people shall be opened
to the truth, and then the knowledge of the
glory of the l.ord shalil fill the earth as. the;
waters fill the deep. ‘

Accused Bible Students Exonerated o
HI: officers of the International Bible Stu-
dents Association, generally known as Rus-

sellites, were indicted in May, 1918, tried before

a court and jury and sentenced to 80 years

1mpubonmont for an alleged violation .of the

Iispionagelaw. They apphed for bail on appea]

but bail was denied and they were incarcerated

in the peniteniary. At the end of nine months
they were released on bail and two months later
the United States Circuit Court of Appeals -
reversed the judgment because “they did.not
have a fair trial”. They were the only men in
the country arrested under this act who were -
denied bail. The reversal of this judgment was '
equivalent to saying that these men were illegal- -
ly and unjustly convicted and sentenced and
illegally imprisoned. On May 5, 1920, on. motion
of the United States District Attorney, the
cases were dismissed, thus completely removing
the charge and vindicating each one of them.
The Brooklyn Eagle is a sample of certain
papers that did not make a fair report of the
facts, with desire still to prejudice the minds of
the people against a religious organization. On

May 6 the publishers of that paper requested

an interview from Mr. Joseph F. Rutherford,

President of the International Bible Students

Asszociation, concerning the case. He declined

to give it, assigning as a reason that the Eagle

W ould not make a fair report. Upon a promise

from that paper that it would publish exaetly

what he said or nothing, he prepared a state-
ment and furnished it with the distidet under-
standing between himself and the Eagle that
they would either publish the statement as made
by him or nothing. In keeping with its course,
it broke faith and published a garbled state-
ment, mlsquotlng bhim., TuEs GOLDEN Acsr ha.s
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" been furnished a éovpy of the statement sent to
- the Eagle and we here insert it:

“Of course we are pleased to be relieved of the prose-
cution that we might give our time wholly to the Lord’s
‘work in which we have been engaged for a number of
years. As a Christian I endeavor not to murmur nor
complam, knowmg that my experiences come to me by
the permission of the Lord. The Bible makes 2 clear
distinction between g Christian and a churchman or
religionist. It has been the rule to persecute Christian.
The Master Christ Jesus was not only misunderstood,
but charged with sedition at the instance of the religion-
- ists of his time and caused to be put to death. St.
Stephen, St. Paul, St. John, John Bunyan, and a long
list of other followers of the Master have been wmlarh
misunderstood, charged with being against the govein-
ment and prosecuted. This is not strange, in view of
the fact that Jesus said: “The servant is not ahove his
maester ; if they have persecuted me, they will persscute
you alsa’.

- “War inflames the minds of the people and often

advantage is taken of such condition to accomplish a
selfish desire.

“Pastor Russell organized the International Bible
Students -Association and its work in 18%9. Decause of
adhering strictly to the Scriptural teachings, the work
of this association has not been popular with (hurch-
ianity. Its members have always been conscienticusly
opposed to taking human life, believing in the Scriptural
injunction :“Thou shalt not kill’ and ‘Though we walk
in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh’.

“At the annual meeting of this association held in
Pittshurgh January 5, 1918, a resolution was adopted
defining the position of the Bible Students concerning
combatant service in the war, and asking that its mem-
bers be given the privileges of Section 4 of the Selective
Service Act. Amongst other things that resolution said:
¢ The kingdoms of earth have mixed the religion of
Jesus Christ with the polities of the world, which has
resulted in confusion amongst Christian peoples. and
which the Lord denounces as Babylon and as an ahom-
ination in his sight, . . . and which would bring upon
both the indignation of God, causmg wars, Tevolution
and anarchy.

“A commiitee bearing this resolution called upon
President Wilson and personally read and presented it
to him. Our troubles began chortly thereaiter.
“Prior to the war, a small wireless receiving instru-
ment was placed on the roof at Bethel. It was a gift to
Pastor Russell and was used only by the boys there
trying to learn the code. It had no sending attachment.
It was impossible to send a message. Early in 1917
this apparatus was dismantled and stored in the base-
~‘'ment. In the spring of 1918, over-zealous agents of the
secret service had it hauled out of the basement and
_ then deliberately delivered the false statement to the
.. Associated Press, and had it heralded over the world,

- against us.

that our institution was maintaining a powerful wireless,
sufticient to send messages across the Atlantic to the
Germans. It is obvious that the purpose was to creat«,
public prejudice. :

“It happened about this time that a lawyer was plac=d~'
in charge of the cspionage cases at Washington who had
previously distinguished himself by prosecuting Dr.
Crapsey for heresy. On May 4, 1918, a report from that .
quarter was filed in the United States Senate, stating.
in regard to our association: ‘We found that its head-
quarters have long been reported as the resort of German
agents” This statement was either recklessly made
without any proof, or else was a deliberate falsehood
to create public prejudice. ‘

“Upon the theory that we were in league with the
Germans, our books of account were seized and for five
weeks experts examined them, and then returned them, -
not having found one penny which came from a ques-
tionable source. These reports appearing from 'time to
time in the press, however, increased the prc]uchce '

“‘The TFinished Mystery’ was the seventh volume of
a series of ‘Studies in the Scriptures’ which Pastor-
Russell began 31 years before the war ; and on his death-
bed he 1eques’ced that this, the sev enth volume, be com-~
pleted by some one else. The manuseript was practically.
all complete before the United States got into ‘the war.
It is a-book of 608 pages, devoted exclusively to the-
explanatien of the prophecy of Ezekiel, the book of:
Revelation, and the Song of Solomon.

“Thousands of Bible Students had ordered this book -
years before the war, knowing that it was the intention.
to publish it. No one connected with it ever had any
thought of interfering with the government or the draft
This book explains 1700 verses of the Bible. BSerious.
objection was found by the government to the explana-:
tion of only a part of one verse. As quickly as it was;
ascertained that objection was made to this, I personally -
visited the Department of Justice, advised them that I -
had stopped the circulation of the book all over the"
United States, and offered to take out any objectionable "
part of the book, that we might'go on with our religious
work. From then until now we have not attempted to;'
sell or dispose of any of these volumes. P :

“Our trial came on at a time of great public excitement;
when the Germans were driving the Allies. With the
public prejudice created by the false statements pub:
lished breadeast, it is not at all surprising that we wer:
convicted by the jury. Myself and associates took it as
being permitted of the Lord for some good purpose and
calmly submitted. We hold no enmity against sny one,
Qur purpose is to do good and‘not to do evil, We have
never had a feehng against the government; no desire
to do any injury to the government; always have
loyal citizens and are yet loyal, recognizing that i
one of the highest duties of the Christian to be la
abiding,
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A ““When a petition was cireulated asking that we be
-1cleased from jail, 700,000 people signed it in two weeks.
“We are engaged in a fight against no one. Our work
_is purely to preach the gospel of Messiah’s kingdom, for
which he'taught all his followers to pray; and we are
glad that it is near at hand.

“Since my release from jail and my recovery from a
great illness resulting from imprisonment, I have speken
to thousands of people on the timely and up-to-date
subject: ‘Millions Now Living Will Never Die’, and
made glad many hearts.

“By the Lord’s grace we purpose to continue to make
proclamation of His message; because we are convinced
beyond a doubt that within five years the people will
awaken to the fact that they are entering the period of
the greatest blessings man has ever dreamed could come
to the world. We are perfectly willing to be misunder-
stood and persecuted in order that we might have a part

- in making known these glad tidings.
. “Our prosecution and persecution in the last two years
“has cost us a great amount of money and time, physical
inconvenience, and has retarded our work ; but we neither
murmur nor ccmplain, believing that in due time the
Tord will overrule this, as He has at other times the
wrath of-man, to his own praize.

“I{ every one in the United States were as loyal as
.the Bible Students, there would be no agitation against
the government, there would be no revolutions, no
violence, no disturbance of any kind. Everywhere I go

I urge the people to calmness and to avoid strife and,
centention, and I appeal to the clergy that instead of
lending their influence to persecuting humble laymen’
who are preaching the gospel, they tell the people tha '
truth as to the meaning of this great time of stress, viz,
that it is a forerunner of the inauguration of Messiah's -
glorious kingdom for the blessing of mankind. I-do -
this because His message is the only thing that will
comfort the hearts of ihe distressed and bring order
out of the present chaotic condition. ‘
“A distinguished government official has recently said ¢
‘The world is staggering on the brink of chaos.” If it
must go into this condition, our desire is that it go in
with some knowledge upon which to base a hope for the
early recenstruction of society and the blessing of man-
kind. Whether persecuted and interrupted, or permitted
to pursue the even ténor of owr way, we will continud
to strive to do as we have in the past, to tell the people
of Messiah’s kingdom, the only panacea for the present
ills of mankind.”
Mr. Upton Sinclair has recently published a
book entitled “The Brass Check”, a study in.
American journalism, in which he exposes the
unrighteous practices to which certain metro-
politan papers will resort, the breaking of faith
such as above indicated being a common thing.
In due season we will give a full review of Mr,"
Sinclair’s book.

Shipping and Prohibition
GREAT hue and ery has been made about
the impossibility of American shipping’s
being a sucecess because of national prohibition.
. There may be something in this; but if the
liquor trafiic is a curse to humanity, then better
- forfeit every ship than carry the curse to others.
- Twenty-one vessels returned empty from
- Marseilles in December, for the reason that
“most of the exports from that port are of wine,
- which is now contraband in America. This is
not the only loss that American shipping has
sustained on this account; for when the first

. passenger ship sailed for South America and it

was found she would not carry liquor, half of
the bookings were cancelled. This speaks hetter
for the class of ships than for the passengers.
~~ Chairman Payne, of the Shlppmg Board, held
that since the sale of liguor in the United Statos
is prohibited, its sale should be prohibited on
ﬁovernmen‘t-oumed vessels; and we think that

18 decision was quite right. Besides, it may be
true, as he su(rgested that when the travelling
‘public finds there is no liquor on American ves-
Sels, millions of people will prefer to saii in theni.

Marine Repairs
HE cost of repairs to the Shipping Board’s
vessels 1s now about $1,000,000 per month. -
During the war it was almost impossible ‘to
spare vessels from the service to make repairs;
and as a consequence ell drydocks are very
busry, and will be for a long time to come, thus
cutting down the available tonnage ready for
immediate use. A great many drydocks have
een added to the American equipment. Norfolk
Las three new ones, built of concrete and com-
pleted in less than a year. This is considered
a remarkable engineering feat. ‘ -

Cenals end Waterways
HIPS to the number of 2,396 made use of
the Panama Canal in the year 1919. These
vessels paid in tolls 6,972,004, or about $3,000
per vessel. The Canadian government has an
important canal in view. It is to consider a plan
for deepening the St. Lawrence River, to allow
passage of vessels of 30 feet draft to and from
Lake Ontario. If carried into effect this wounld' -
make seaports of several great cities, how cut
off from the high seas.
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JUVENILE BIBLE STUDY

NE question for each day is provided by this journal. The parent wiil {ind it interesting and helpful
to have the child take up the question euch day and to aid it in finding the answer in the Seriptures, .
thus developing a knowledge of the Bibie and learning vwhere to find in it the information which is desired.

1. Did God create only Adam of dust? & Did Adam and Eve fail in their trial for life?
Answer: See Genesis 1:11, 12, 24; 2:9. 10, Answer: Yes~~Genesis 3: 6,

2. Who named all of the beasts, birds, fish, cie.? 9. Did God blame Eve for Adaw’s sin?
Answer: Sce Genesis 2:19, 20. Answer: See 1 Timothy 2: 14; Romans 5: 12, 16, 18,

1 /'\: v PIrey 3 (] g /7 ? . . .
3. ;Izz:érd dBG(Z‘l?”t‘;?n“r" t’}{'c "‘”J‘;’lt{i’ 1dam? 10, How did God punish Adam? -
: Decause the earth was not then perfect. Answer: Sce Genesis 2:17; 3:19, 20; Romans 6:
He made the perfect garden for Adam’s home. 02, r.49 . Godbia o 15 . 09
. 23; 5:12, 16, 18; 1 Corinthians 15: 22.
4. What were Adam and Eve cominanded {o do?

Answer: See Genesis 1: 98, 11. Are the dead conscious!

P PP . x5 .on. 20
When and how will the earth be filled—re- 1_1{;\.“;\.‘ e%'. : N pllécolfnlihiig '1%’-1108,- 02' lli)étef ,2'Plszalm
plenishéd—cith Adam’s race? o ) T
Answer: See Jchn 5:28, 20; Acts 2£:15; Tsaiah 12, Wil ”’ﬂ dead cver live again?
35:10; Acts 17:31, 32; 3:20, 21; 13:14-17; Zoph- Answer: See John 5:28,20; 1 Cormthlans 15 12,

aniah 3:8, 9. 22, 23; Acts 17:31; 24:15; Revelation 20:12, 13,
6. Were Adam and Eve on trial for life? 15. Why will all of the dead be raised?
Answer: See Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:12. Answer: See 1 Timothy 2:5, 6; Hosea 13: 14 ; Ac’ss
7. If “Adam had obeyed God, would he have <%:714 155 Luwke 9:11; 1 C}ormthlans 15:13- 18 o
-gone to heaven? 14. Did Adam alone suffer the death penaliy?.
Answer: God did net promise Adam a hecovenly Answer: See Romans 5:12, 18; Iizekiel 18:2; 1
home, but an carthly one. 'Corinthians 15: 22 ; Tcclesiastes 3:20; Rom. 3: 10,23,

;
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