7,1920, Vol. 1, No. §

nuary

Ja

2

U84
o0 » Year

4]

3 every
265 Brozdua
Y,

[the
a7
Yor

wbl
reel
New L, .
Capy—3L

P
«

Cents s

Ten



dhe (GOlden Age

Vol 1

New York, Wednesday, Januoary 7, 1929

No. 8

LABOR AND ECONOMICS

A Creeping Famine
IN THE olden days famine was a searcity
which often leaped suddenly upon the popu-
lace. Civilization, however, is threatened with
what might be termed a creeping famine, under
the name of the high cost of living. Like a
creeping palsy this may gradually bring par-
alyvsis to a world.

The weakest, physieally and pecuniarily, come
first under this benumbing influence. A poor
family has been accustomed to many necessities
and some comforts. First, increased cost of
living takes away the comforts one by one.
The necessities are anxiously scanned, and
cheaper substitutes take the place of one neces-
sity after another. The effort is made to main-
tain the nutritive valoe of food and the warmth
of clothing, but cheaper food and older clothes
are the role.

Income does not rise with expense; for the
employers are fichting the high cost of business,
and oppose and postpone wage increases as
long as the worker can be indueed to cut his
living down to a subsistence basis, Labor must
live, and a strike forces a little “raise” from a
desperate or profiteering employer. Brut strikes
roize the general cost of business; and the
worker pars for his own wage-raise, plus the
suhstantial profit the employer takes through
ircrdindte priee-increases,

Hich cost of living creeps up, and again the
funily oo eff-ieney is impaired. Little sister,
undernourished, grows sickly; disease steps in,
doctors, preseviptions, drugs and finally the
undlertaker—an appalling problem on top of all
that has hesn endured. Less and still less ean
be bousht; hopelessness comes—and the next

strike for a raise is the work of a desperate
man. Though the raise comes, it is leas than
needed; and the vicious circle is repeated.
How real this is and how rapidly the creeping
death is mounting appear in the figures for the
living cost of a family of {ive:
1918 101D TIncreass
House (Reot, Insurance, lleat, ete.). 3006.18..$388.30.27%
Food 881.00.... 851.40__25%
Ciothing: Wife 76.75.~ 100.46_J1%
Clothlng: Husband _ 144,13 15399 7%
Clothing: Children (3) 158.00_ 226.58..45%
Doctor, Books, Car 1'ares, Misc. ... 188.80__ 198.98._. 5%
$1,550.86 $1,918.10 26%

The cost of living has not stopped rising; it
is still on the move. Temporary expedients give
it pause; but aifter a rest, it resumes the elimb.

What does it signify? The Bible tells. We
are at the door of the kingdom of God. The
grandest blessings ever imagined are about to
be ushered in. But first the present order of
things is divinely permitted to break down, fall
to pieces, disintegrate through its own imper-
fections. It was all divinely foreknown. Jesus
said that at this time, “There shall be famines
and troubles: these are the beginnings of
sorrows”. (Mark 13:8) Margin reading says,
“The word in the original importeth the pains
of a woman in travail”—as thongh the troubles
of the closing of the old-world period wonld
come in successive spasms. Again, “I will in-
crease [more and more} the famine upon yon
and will break your staff of bread”. (Ezekiel 5:
16) Buat not for long; for in only a few years,
after humarity’a heart is softened by trouble
and meu have turned for refuge to Cod, “There
shall be showers of blessing” (Fzekicl 34:26);
and ‘I will pour you out a blessing, that there
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shall not be room enougzh to receive it”.—
Malachi 3:10.

It is not easy to pass through the birth-pangs
of the coming age of blessings, but all who
possess meekness, courage and faith will come
throngh it in safety,

Clean Hands

HIS is not the first war that has presented

opportunities for “casy money”. livery war
has seen thousands of business men who have
had 2 hard time making ends meet bat to whom
war looked good as a chance for making a little
money, as well as profiteers galore who had
made money and realized that a big war meant
for them a “killing”.

This country might have profited by the
example of other nations to minimize profiteer-
ing. Some inordinate profits would be inevit-
able, becanse rules could not be laid down to
prevent all profiteering without stifling honest
business. But to neutralize profiteering, tax
laws were passed in advance providing that
undue profits shounld automatically flow back as
taxes into the national treasury. There would
be few amassing inordinate wealth. It fore-
stalled some of the disturbance of confidencs
that wonld necessarily follow war.

American foresight failed in this particular.
The number of millionaires has doubled since
1916, and there are thousands of newly-wealthy
men whose hands are not clean.

Where lives by tens of thousands have heen
cheerfully laid down, where hundreds of thou-
sands have suffered wounds and millions have
undergone privations, it is a moral asset to
have clean hands. In a day of universal sacri-
fice hands that drip with blood-money are a
public menace.

Any class of business men that outrages
nablic sentiment is doomed as soon as public
sentiment is aroused against it. The liquor
hasiness abused pablic confidence. and the public
turned upon it to destroy it. The publie never
forgave Commodore Vanderbilt's “publie-be-
damned” polier of railroad management, and
they tarned upon the raifroads with a publie-
regulation system that made railroad manage-

‘inent a nightmare. It is not hard {o foresee

that the new crup of millionaires and near-
inillionaires have placed themsclves in a pre-
carious position.

Nothing arouses public suspician like tamper-
ing with the private pocket-book. “It is a short
cut to dispossession,” comments a man promi-
nent in public affairs; and “if the men respon-
sible for policies in any industry wish to be
deprived of it without fine discriminations as
to rights and equities, the sure, quick way is to
permit the public to believe that these men are
profiteering”.

Whether profiteering is a cause of high prices
or an incident connected therewith, lhe public
have come to regard it as a leading cause for
the lessened purchasing power of wages. Sooner
or later public indignation is likely to look for
a victim, and the maa that today has acquired
the worst name is Mr. Profiteer.

It was doabtless of this class that the Wise
Man spoke many ecenturies ago: “There is a
generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their
jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off
the earth, and the needy from among men”.
(Proverbs 30:14) The Psalmist also said: “Why
boasteth thou thyself in mischief, O mighty
man? God shall destroy thee ; he shall take thes
away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place,
and root thee out of the land of the living”.
—Psalm 52:1-5.

What Could a Laundry Do ?

IN AN eastern city something akin to a shock
was felt by the patrons of the laundries

when they saw by window signs that shirts

which once cost ten cents to have laundried

would be fifteen cents, and those once twelve

cents would be eighteen cents.

But what could a laundry dot The small
hand laundries do little or no washing, but send
the work out to be washed by steam laondries.
They iron out the pieces, do them up with their
own tage, and get what profit they ean—from
$18 to $25 a week. This income is equivalent to
$9 to $12.50 before the war, and is not an extra-
vagant retarn for a man who undertakes the
responsibility of a business. Perhaps now the
band laondry proprietor can get $30 to $40 a
week, and be able to buy better food and elothing
and rent a hetter flat for the children, and enjov
a very little of the “place in the sun™ every
one has the right te.

The origin of the vise was the needs of tho
workers te improve the meager living they got
by ironing. The Shirt Troners’ Tnion members
have wives and children, and want them to be
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fairly well fed and clothed. They think it not
unreasonable to ask {en cents for ironing plain
ghirts and twelve centa for shirts with collars
and cuffs, for which they had received eight
eents, a smn which became insofficient for food,
rent, clothing and shoes for the family. For the
pre-war wage of eight eents had shrunk in
buying power to four cents.’

The situation is made complicated by a side
issne. Knterprising little promoters make the
conditions difficult. They create independent
laundries and apply foreed methods of pushing
the business to a point where it may be sold at
a proflt of one or two hundred dollars. In thege
promotion laundries there are no Union troners,
but the proprietor, his wife and all the children,
do the ironing. With no proper wage cost it is
easy to ask cut prices for work and show such
a profit on the books that some would-be laundry
proprietor can be induced to buy the business
for a few hundred dolars.

In addition, the steam laundries have a rising
cost ot doing business, consequently keep raising
the wholesale rate to the hand laundries. Be-
tween all these factors it looks as though fifteen
and cightcen cent shirts might come to stay.
For under all the circumstances, what else
could a laundry do?

In Bible days men were required to see that
not merely the workers but even the cattle had
plenty to cat; for it was the law that “thoun
shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out
the eorn”. (Deuteronomy 25:4) We who look
for the Golden Age surely ought to be willing
and glad to pay a little more if it is going to
help some fellow worker to get some of the
plenty we would like to cnjoy ourselves.

Moncy in Steel

HIESRE is money in the steel business, and

the basiness is an empire in itself. The
United States Steel Corporation was formed
cizhtétn voars ago ont of twelve steel plants of
various kinds, 132.000 acres of coal lands,
cortain aulural gas wells, and the Mcsaba ore
dppasits, of Minnesota.

Mr. J. P, ‘\forun Sr., bouzht these properties
in 100] by giving rhc qtockholders of the original
|0mp..mws "bonds in the Steel Corporation,
“hide e Lept thieceapital stock of %600,000.000
{or himself and his associates, to pay him for

his trouble in organizing the companmy. The
stock cost him little or nothing, but it is the
capital stock that controls the company. _ -

In cighteen years the Steel Corporation, be-
sides paying large salaries and commissions to
bankers and officials, and paying the interest
and dividends on a billion and a half of stocks
and bonds, has laid np assets to the valuo of
more than gix times the original value of the
properties. In 1917 the Steel Corporation earned
fifty per cent or the original velue of the
properties, and in 1916 another fifty per cent
Ordinarily it earns about fourteen per cent on
the original value.

The Steel Corporation employes more men
than were in the United States Army at the
beginning of the World War, and has dependent
upon it more people than the entire population
of some of the countries involved in the
Furopean disputes. It is an emnpire or monarchy
within a republie. Its sobjects long for repre-
sentation in the government of the industry
upon which their lives depend.

The workers for the Steel Corporation have
the same just right to organize, and to bring
together all the men in all the shops as the
Corporation had to organize and to bring to-
gether the ehops themselves. The President of
the Steel Corporation, Mr. Gery, dexies this
right. He is unwilling to treat with delegates
of labor thus chosen.

It is estimated that from a third to a quarter
of a million men weat out on strike in the steal
business when Mr. Gary refused to treat with
their representatives. The statistics of steel
production showed a reduction of forty per
cent in the output, maintained for many weeks.
No doubt the Steel Corporation felt that its
tremendous profits made during the war are
sufficient to carry it over until the strike is won.

In a great strike there are many hardships
and injustices. Not infrequently, strike-break-
ers, or “detectives”, as they are called, use their .
cfforts to aroumse one nationality against an-
other. Thus, they urge Serbians to go back to
work, telling them that if they do not the Ttal-
iang will get their jobs. The Steel Corporation
has done something at Gary toward American-
izing the mliens employed in the milly there, but
it needs to do more and should instantly dismiss
“detectives” enzaged in the kind of work here
mentioned.
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A clever kind of camouflage which has been
practiced in at least one locality is to give dead
mills the appearance of being busy by burning
tar in the chimneys and sending up a thick,
black smoke, and to arrange electric lights in
such a way as to convey the impression that a
mill is running when it is actually cold.

Railroad Perplexities

OR scveral years railroad managers, or

those responsible for the properties, have
been in great perplexity. They have the inex-
orable payrolls to meet; and vet they are re-
stricted hy their charters, or otherwise, in what
they can charge for transportation. In the
effort to get around their difficulties they do
some strange things.

Of couarse, as everybody knows, the financiers
and others who could get hold of the properties,
robbed the Iirie, New Haven, Pare Marquette,
Alton, Rock Island, Frisco and many other
lines, in the most cshameless manner; and the
dear public, who paid the bills and who still
continues to pay, could only cheer feebly when
the first generation of robbers turned the pro-
perties over to another, presumably to perpet-
nate the good work.

The death of Mr. Shonts, and the efforts of the
company of which he was president to churn up
public enthusiasm for an increased subway fare
in New York City, has drawn general attention
to ancther railway, the Interborough, one of
the greatest railways in the world in point of
number of passengers carried, and in point
of safety.

In the summer of 1918 the Interborough Com-
pany needed $33,000,000 to pay for certain
improvements, and current interest obligations
of $11,500,000 per year. The money was bor-
rowed from J. P. Morgan and Company, and a
statement filed that in the ten years from 1907
to 1917 the gross operating revenues of the road
inereased seventy-four per cent and the net
income available for interest payments, 179 per
cent. The statement went on to show that the
company’s expected increase in profits on a five
cent fare basis would be sufficient to meet all
indebtedness :np to 1926, and contained the
statement_that “the engineers state that in mak-
ing the estimates, full allowance has been made
for the unfavorable conditions brought abount
by the war”.

Apparently the Interborough wanted the

money so badly in the summer of 1918 that it
concealed the real facts, or else the real facts
were purposely hidden from sight in the sum-
mer of 1919 when the process of “churning” for
a larger fare was started It is interesting to
watch one of these “churning” operations, and
see how the public is gradually hornswoggled.
One step was to have a “strike” for higher
wages on the part of the men. The Interberongh
patd the hall rent, lights, printing bills, and
time spent in attending the meetings of the
“union” that did the striking. Perhaps they
thought there wonld be more money in getting
the men to force them to pay higher wages so
that they could forece a much larger sum out of
the public in the form of an increased fare.
The wage increase is expected to rum to about
$5,000,000 per year, while the fare increase
asked for will run to $32,000,000.

When the railroads are returned to the men
who were running them previously (we can not
gay to the owners, for the “financiers” who ran
these railroads were not the owners) we shall
probably see the Interborough clamor for in-
creased rates repeated on a gigantic seale, It
is always the calculation of those who rob the

people on a grand scale that the whole matter

will be forgotten in a few years; and it generally
is. From 1900 to 1910 eighteen railroads of the
United States gave away stock bonuses aggre-
zating $450,414,000, besides paying liberal cash
dividends to stockholders; and now of course,
the men to whom these honuses were given are
hoping for perpetual interest paymenta on
these gifts.

President Underwood of the Erie has stated
that the Government operation of the railroads
wounld have made a muoch better showing than
it has made if the payrolls had not been over-
loaded with umnecessary emploves who were
given positions for political reasons.

Early in the War it was reported that master
mechanics of railroads had orders to make
repairs of locomotives and ears in such a man-
ner as to eauce, not serious aceidents, but little
delays so annoying to passengers and shippers
as to discredit governmental ownership. Similar
reports were in circulation about railway signal
systems. If the railroads were not managed by
irresponsible individuals, it might be possible
for the same rules for efficient service to apply

to railroad exeeutives, directors and financiers,

as to railroad workers.
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SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL

Somd Dead Millionaires
ING the Fall of 1919 an ununsaal number

of millionaires passed away; and the man.
ner id which their fortunes were obtained, how
they frere used and how they were disposed of
are, as always, items of general interest, be-
causo they are out of the ordinary. As far as
most of us are concerned, the nearest we can
hope to come to this sabject is to read about it,
But there is one thing about it that is encourag-
ing, or discouraging—depending on how we
look at it—and that is that when we die we
each of ns leave as much as the wealthiest; that
is to say, we leave everything, all we have.
Since the world began, nobody has given
away such a colossal fortune as Andrew Car-
negie. His known gifts aggregated more than
$350,000,000; and inasmuch as at his death
he left no more than about $£30,000,000 he must
have given away many more millions of which
no record survives. In his will Mr. Carnegie
remeifabered a half dozen British statesmen by
life dnnuities of $5,000 to $10,000 a year; also
living ex-Presidents and living wives
r Presidents. He is buried at Sleepy
w, New York.
WiHliam Waldorf Astor, who recently died in
Londpn, was the owner of $60,000,000 worth of

the ofiginal John Jaeob Astor, and at one time
in publie life on this side of the water. even to
oecuﬂying the post of minister to Italy, he
evensually renounced his country, saying,
“Amedrica is not a fit eountry for a gentlernan
to live in”. But this was before the passage of
the Espionage Act.

Mr. Astor was a “elimber”, for about a
quarter of a century trying to break in to
Einglish society, and finally saeceeded. The war
was-his opportunity; and for his gifts to the
British cause, he was made a viscount, what-
ever that is. It is estimated that his efforts to

get into the peerage cost him $12,000,000. His

danghter-in-law, Lady Astor, an American girl,
rau for'the scat in the House of Commons made
vacant by ber hosband when he moved up into
the House of Lords. This shows a considerably
Ligher lipe of thought than that indulged by &

rl

}

Mrs. Astor on this side of the water, a con-
nection of William Waldorf, who recently dis-
tinguished herself by appearing in a mule race
at the Xhinebeck, Dutchess County, N. Y., fair.
It is hard to see what America ever gotin return
for the millions that it gave to the Astors.

Theodore P. Shonts is dead, too. Mr. Shonts
was reckoned as one of the world's great
engineers, having received at one time a fee of
$7,000,000 {from one western railroad. Chosen
by the United States (overnment to build the
Panema Canal, he made splendid progress with
the work, but suddenly resigned to take the
presidency of the Interborough, giving as his
reason that his love for his family wounld net
permit of his rejecting the offer the Imter-
borough had made him.

Apparently, Mr. Shonts did think a lot of his
family at one time, for the allowance which he
gave to his wife and two daughters was, for
many years, $93,000 per year. But he wrecked
his fortune by plunges in the stock market, cat
his family’'s allowance to $45,000 per year
(which would still be large enough for some of
us to live upon, in a pinch) and finally became
cstranged from them altogether, and engaged
other apartments. However, only two years ago
he paid one jewelry bill for his family amount-
ing to $135,000.

Mr. Shonts left an estate valued at $475,000.
He divided $200,000 among his two daughters,
a sister and two niceces, reserved $100,000 for
the payment of a debt to his wife which he
acknowledged owing (o her, and gave her $5,000
outright. The balance of his estate he gave to &
womnain not reiated to the family in any way, an
cx-actress. Mr. Shonts made eight separate
wills since 1900, which indicates that the pos-
session of money does not necessarily bring one
rest of mind; and it can not be said that his
career, as a whole, is anything the routh of
the country should emulate. Col. Roosevelt de-
nounced him bitterly at the time he left the
employ of the Government, issuing a public
statement that Shonts had left his country for
the sake of mere luere, Col. Roosevell, himsell,
is one of the wealthy men who died during the
past vear, his total fortune aggregating a little
less than one million dollars.
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Mrs. Russell Sage is another famous million-
aire who died during the latter part of 1919.
She was a wondertul woman, deserving of the
greatest respect. Out of a net cstate of
$40,261,724 she zave $40,000,000 {0 philanthropy
and cducation, while the appraisement of her
personal wardrobe showed that its valoe was
£288. She always dressed neatly, and her ward-
robe was maintained for that purpose and not
wmevely for display.

- Then there was another millionatre, little
known, but nevertheless the posscssor of a
large fortune. Solomon Schinasi, a Turkish
cigarette maker. lett an estate of $15.000,000.
That seems like a large fortune to be collected
out of such a business as making and selling

' “coffin nails”. Wonder how many buildings

were burned by the cigarettes for which Mr.
Schinasi was responsible? One hotelkeeper in
Willimantie, Conn.. has stated that Le was
burned cut seven times, in various localities,
and that in each case the fires were proven to
have been started by cigarettes.
And Some Live Oncs
T HE number of millionaires in Great Britain
is about the same in proportion to the popu-
lation that it is hiere. In Great Britain there
are 148 individuals with an annual income of
over $500,000, and in the United States there arc
456 with like incomes. One of these lives in
Chicago, and has a personal income of morc
than $70,000,000 znnually. We do not know who
this is, and it would be against the law to tell,
if we did know; but we can make a guess.

Mr. Philip D. Armour is a very modest ap-
pearing and cconomical man, for one in his
station tn life; and he =ays that he buys two
suits per Fear, ore straw hat. three neckties,
six suits of underwear, two dozen pairs of
socks, an overcoat every other vear. and a soft
hat once in five years. occasionally touched up
with ink in the meantime.

The five big packers, of whom Mr. Armounr
is perhaps the leading spirit. are interested in
biggén.things than seeing how nicely they can
dol! ap. They have guined a grip en many of
the big hotels of the conutry. The supplving of
meats to six of the great hotels in New York
City is supposed in each case to net the packer
who has’ thecontract about $50,000 profit per
annam. ¥he National Wholesale Grocers As-
sociation declares that 375 American railroads
arc giving the Big Five a favored service.

. Rabbi Levinthal, of Brooklyn, thinks that the
Big Five have gotten a start that nothing can
stop. He said recently: “The war has let loozs
the passions of the people as never before. It
has opened up a floed of intense hatreds and
strifes that can not be controlled. Specunlators
are greedily buying up the nccessities of lifes
trusts, like Pharaok’s lean kine at the banks of
the Nile, are swallowing up industry after in-
dustry, and yet never seem satisfied”.

A man with an income of $70,000,000 per
vear can swallow up a good many big businesses
every year and not notice it. Lven the little
Milk Trust. in New York City, is estimated to
clean up $550,000 per day, or $125,850,000 per
vear, in the profits they make off from New
York's hungry kiddies, and that amount will
buy quite & few industries every vear. In Eng-
land the taxes do something toward curbing the
rapacity of the money-grabbers. The old estates
are unable to keep the pace and are being
broken up. This is a good thing for the country;
it is distributing the wealth more evenly.

During the war, with 4,000,000 of the workers
absent, we produced in the United States about
$030 for each man, woman and child in the
country; enough, if properly disiributed, to
give plenty to everybody. Harrington 1imerson,

the great cfficieney cxpert, with eight other -

industrial engineers of similar standing, has
issued a solemn warning to the great business
men of the country that the cause of present
anrest in industry is the acquisition of wealth
for which no adequate service has been rendered.

The charge of these enginecers is that labor
shares with capital in this form of plunder:
and their charge is just. The policy of either
capital or labor, of exacting profit without
rendering fully compensating service, has wast-
ed enormous stores of haman and natural re.
sources and can not continae without a wreck
that will smash everything in sight.

We do not know whether the king and queen
of Belgium expected too inuch prefit on their
recent trip through America. The trip is re-
ported to Lave vo:zt them $1,000.000; but we
have not the least idea that they went back to
Belgium with less money than thev had when
they came. The same may be said for Cardinal
Mercier. He came over here “just to see Amer-
ica”: but in overy plaec e went bis admirers
passed the Lat, and the great American publie,
that loves Lo have it so, paid cheerfully.
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MANUFACTURING AND MINING

Coal in Sp;kbergen

S IT in Oklahoma or in Arizona? would be

the first question aboui Spitzbergen. But no;
it 13 & group of islands within the aretic cirele
some 400 miles north of Norway, with a climaie
which Mr., Vilhjalmur Stefansson, the arectie
explorer, assures is “no worse than that of
Winnipeg”.

“The mild climate of Spitzbergen,” says Dr.
V. 8. Bruee, who has investigated 1be prineipal
izland of the archipelago, “is due to the warm
drift ihat reaches the western shores {from the
Atlantic”. By a “mild elimate” the doctor seems
io mean that it is not quite as bad as ice-bound
Greenland ; and Lthat Spitzbergan will be a good
place to live is suggested by the dream ihat the
iclands will become a great steel eenicr.

“For’, says Mr. Stefanssou, “there is no
reason why grc..t steel mills should not be erect-
ed in Spitzbergen, and their produet shipped to
all Northern Emrope”. This is a modern replica
of the counsel!of Henry tIudson in 1607, who
said that “it would profit to adventure Spiiz-
bergen”, in otﬁer words, to make it the subject
of a stock-selling promotion scheme. This may
indepd not be impossible today, for was it not
the Boston firm of Ayer & Longyear, some
years ago, tta} explored Spitzbergen’s mineral
possibilities, but—-probahl_v wisely—sold out to
2 more optimistic Norwegian syndicate? And
d:d not a British company go to the islands and
start to “adventure” themi However, all the
coneerns that have tried Spitzbergen have quit,
with the one result suggested by Mr. Stefans-
son’s remark, “I do not know what they accom-
plished”.

The great explorer iz enthusiastic over the
poz =sibilitics of this “farthest-north” proposi-
tion: “The eoal ig better for steam purposes
{i1an the best Welsh eozl, and that meansitisihe
best in the world. There seems to be an almost
nnlimitnd amount of the highest grade of iron
ore; it is this ore which constitutes the wealth
of Spitzbe\rgeri and whicl is likely to make it
one of thegreratest steel manufacturing centers
of the world. The Pittsburgh district is the
ondy one that has the same characteristies as
Spitvbergen. The high-grade coal and equally
good iron ore: are practically contiguous, and

both are so close to the sea that shipments can
he made by granty trams. Outcroppings of
both ccal and iron are all along the coast, and
the weathrred coal is so good that the miners
ean tse it in their stoves during cold seasons.”

The truth about Spiizbergen is that it is a
very cold place. The temperature is somewhat
warmer than Bear 1sland, haliway to Norway;
but the thermometer averages about tweniy-
three degrees on the warm west side, and from
cleven to Tourteen dogrees on the cold east side
of the principal jsland. The west shors is
moderated by the warmer, yet coh], Ailantie
Ocean currents; but the.east coast is bathed by
a frigid aretie current, and is practically nnin-
habitahle. In winter even the west ecoast is
made almost unendurable by the persistent east
winds ihat sweep with arctic severity from the
ice plains and mountains of the central platean
and the cast coast, I.et us compare the Spitz-
bergen climate with Winnipeg; for do not the
exp[orers say that it is “milder than Winnipeg”,
and that “records show that the mercury never
reaches the same depths in Spitzbergen that it
does in Winnipeg and other thriving settle-
ments of Canada”t But Winnipeg has its sum-
mer heat enongh for crops and trees to grow,
while the Spitzbergen climate, according to the
Britanniea, permits the growth of only one
“tree”, the arce willow growing not over two
feet high and bearing a few leaves not larger
than a man’s finger nail. There are also some
crowberry and clondberry bushes, poppies, some
grass in favored valleys and plenty of bright
areen moss. There are in fact 130 varietiés of
flowering plants of arctic species.

It has never been possible to inhabit the
izslands permanently. Hunters have occasional-
ly been {orced to winter there, and the islandas
have been made the basis of a few aretic expedi-
tions which penetrated a couple of hundred
miles farther north over the ice-covered Arctic
Sea. The ice closes in on the coast in September
and does not relax its grip until May, a con-
dition quite different from Winnipeg, which is
accessible by rail all the yvear round. Trans-
portation to and from Spitzbergen is suspended
while the ocean ice locks the harbors. From
Qctober 14 1o February 3 Lhere is no sanlight,
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Jbut twilight, except from December 1 to 20,.

the dark aretiec night, lighted however by the
bright ctear moon.

Prior 1o the present diseoveries of iron ore
and good coai the archipelago has never been
thought worth fighting over by the predatory
Luropean nations, In the summer of 1622, how-
ever, Briiish whalers and fishers coming there
informed the Dutech workers on the ground
that they held a commission from the King “for
the depression of any I'lemings or interloper”,
but they hoped of course that the Dutchmen
would go quietly. The Dutehman, however,
said that “being a simple fisherman, he knew
nothing about these matters; he had been sent
by his employers, and would do what he had
been told to do”. This it is claimed was the last
attempt of the Fnglish to assert their “rights”
against the Dutch. But now that the islands
have assumed “importance” because there is
something there worth grabbing, there may be
{further assertions of rights by one nation of
Kurope or another,

If any workers want to find a good lonesome
place to winter in, they might try Spitzbergen,
if wealthy promoters decide to invest some
money there. Itis not a particularly good place
to bring up a family, so those that apply should
be single, or widowers, or possibly grass-
widowers seeking “ills they know not of,” to
escape the ills ithey have. It is probable that
there would be movics supplied, and once in a
while an airplane from Norway; for, says Mr.
Stefansson, “Spitzbergen wounld not be eut off
irom the world, even when inaceessible for
shipa. The radio would provide communication;
and with the ropid development of aireraft it
is quite possible that a regular passenger and
freight srrvice might be maintained. It is sel-
dom that yon find fifty miles of unbroken ice
even in the farthest north, and seaplanes would
find many open spaces in which to land.”

There is some hope for even Spitzbergen. In
the é@rboniferous era the islands were all
united. and wera covered with extensive peat
hogs in which “the marsh rypress flowered,
dropping iis leaves and blossoms into the
marshes, There were also sequoia, poplars,
birehes, ﬁlanés and large oaks, and thick under-
brush freely developed under their shadow;
and in contrast with the ahmost total absence
of inseet life now, thousands of insects swarmed
in the thicket.” In comparatively recent geolog-

{cal times the islands were entirely covered with
deep ice sheets. That the ice is gradually dis-
appearing when measured by a period of two
thousand years or more is encouraging for the
helief that tho archipelago will eventually be
entirely clear of ice fields and glaciers. The
same I'lnod that deposited the arctic ice cap,
and eaunsed the glaciation of mmuch of the north.
¢rn Lemisphere, played havoc with the Spitz.
bergen climate. Its eficets are slowly melting
away, and in the course of the next few hundred
vears will probably be entirely gone, as the
earth becomes more like the Eden it is promised
to be. Then this group of arctic islands will
come into their own, and there may he steel
works in Spitzbergen. But not until then,

Building to Cost More -

THE intending builder of a house should get
his building under way at once unless he

wants to pay considerably more for it—so say

expericnced builders. Next spring is expected

to see a fifteen per cent increase in the cost

of building materials alone.

The factors producing the rise are labor
shortage, unrest, and mounting cost of labor
and materials, according to one of the largest
concerns in the Fast,

Taking the 1909 cost as a basis of 1009%, the
cost of building each year has been as follows:

1909 — 100% 1914 . _80.4%
1mo 989% N3 . _87T9%

h}:] ) R——— L R § ) 108.5%%
1ND e 05.4% 1017 138.6%
1913 - 928% 1918 AT1.8%6
First half of 1919 174.8%%

If labor increases in cost with other items, a
building next spring will cost at least 1894 of
what the same huilding would have cost in 1909.

One of the stablizers of a social order is a
home. If all the people owned their homes,
there would be only a fraction of the unrest
there is. How to get the people possessed of
the sense of secyrity that comes from sitiing
down beneath one’s own roof is a problem the
wise men of today would like to solve. They
will be no more able to solve this insolvahle
problem than any of the others that confront
them. But pevertheless the time is near, when
“they [the common people] shall build houses,
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vine-
yards, and eat the fruit of them” (Isaiah 63:
21), for these are the things that will be brought
about by the wise men of the Golden Age,
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FINANCE-COMMERCE -TRANSPORTATION

R ailread¥Financiers

'HOSE whe made nnearned millions out of

. the finaneing of the New Haven, Pere Mar-
quette, Alton, Frisco, and many another Amer-
ican railroad are perfectly sinecere in their
desires that the railroads should be returned
te them without delay.

To the disinterested onlooker there would
seem to be no particular reason why the Penn-
sylvania should wish to have its road returmed;
for the rental which has been paid to it by the
Government amounts to 11.29% on its capital
stock, and that seems like a pretty iiberal rate
of interest. But other roads have received even
better returns. The New York Central has
received 12.96% on its capital stock, the Bur-
lington 22.25%, the Reading 25.7% and the
Lackawanna 32.61%.

And then that capital stock. How did it all
eomne into existence! Far be it from us to tell;
for we do not know. But it is currently report-
ed that the capital stock of the New York Cen-
tral contains $57,000,000 par value for which
nothing was ever paid exeept the cost of print-
ing and distributing it; and we partly believe
it. On this $57,000,000 it is said that dividends
smounting to $120,000,000 have already been
paid. As a matter of fact the public has paid
the cost of actual constraction of the New York
Central four or five times over, 2nd continues
to pay it all over again every few years in
interest and dividends.

‘When railroad presidents look about them
and see managers of steel plants making sal-
aries of $1,000,000 per year, they cannot under-
stand why the “financiers” who put them into
office should object to paying them salaries of
$100,000 per year; and the corporation attor-
ney$-and consulting engineers see ne reason
why they should not be well rewarded for any
special services they render. Hence fees run-
ning far into the thousands, and occasionally
into m.iilion_s, have given another class a heart-
felt intérest'in the disposition of these railway
properties.

And sside from the salaries, and fees of
attorneys and engineers, and honorarinms of
$50.or more for each director who spends a few

minutes at a directors’ meeting, there is the
great, juicy American stock market, where a
person who knows what earnings a railroad has
made or is going to make, and what kind of

_report they will publish, can often make a

fortune by ‘“wise” moves in the market just
belore the report is made publie.

We do not know how it is now, but a few
years ago there were “anditors’™ who were on to
their jobs so well that they had completa re-
ports of the actunal reecipts of the road for a
month in the hands of the management several
days before the month had ended. This was
accomplished by a careful withholding or ac-
celeration of deposits sufficient to make the
published reports agree with the facts. And in
two or three days, in a lively stock market, a
“financier” can do a great deal for himself and
his friends. It is a great life.

Jesse James Employes

T HE dear public would have stood a chance:
of curbing the old time finanecier, and Con-
gress was actually making some progress with
the difficult problem, when the great railway
brotherhoods accidently discovered a way to
get some or all of the money that has heretofore
gone to financiers, officers, attorneys, consalting
engineers and stockholders.

There are fourteen nnions of different elasses
of railway employes, the four big brotherhoods
of engineers, firemen, trainmen and conduetors,
and ten others that are affiliated with the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor. The four big brother-
hoods were the first to disecover and to use their
strength; and if there is anybody that doubts
that these four brotherhoods held up the whole
country at the point of the pistol just before we
went into the war, now would be a good time
to bring the truth to the light.

They bhave exacted such wage concessions
from the Government as to malke their increased
wages amount to more than the total amount
which the Government has paid to the railway
companies for the rental of their properties.
Freight and passenger conductors now receive
over $300 per month, and freight engineers
receive $392 per month. The latter amount is
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only $296 lass than $5,000 pér year. There are
thirteen states in {be United Stales that pay
- their governors not more than $4,000 per year;
and one of these is Texas, the largest state in
the Union. We believe that men who run on the
railroads should be well paid, better paid than
most men; but we cannot forget the under-dog
in this pretty litile game of hold-up; and the
publie, and the lesser railway unions, are the
under-dog, very much so. Big dogs cught to be
friendly to little ones.

Some of the financial papers are criticising
railroad engineers for wearing $12 silk shirts
when thsy are off duty, and for permitting their
wives to wear $10 silk stockings. But perhaps
these railway men have as good right to wear
such finery as the “fnanciers” and “auditors”
who bave milked the same cow in the past, but
have done it in a more quiet and gentle manner,

The average wage of all railroad men in
July, including over-time pay, was $121.50. If
this represents a full month’s work for each
man it is not too much, bat the men in the lesser
unions complain that the four great brother-
hoods get most of the money and will not per-
mit the rank and file to receive any benefits at
gll except as they rise with them and above
thern. There would have been a strike of some
500,000 shopmen in August, but they postponed
a walkont at the request of the President in
order to give the Government a chance to
reduce the cost of living.

Since the threatened shopmen’s strike the
trainmen and conductors have renewed their
demands for immediate wage increases to con-
form to the increased cost of living. The Gov-
ernment declined the general increaces asked,
amounting altogether to an enormous sum, but
did set aside $3,000,000, which was used to
equalize the compensation of such engineers,
firemen, conductors and trainmen as are em-
ployed in the slow freight train service.

The railway officials claim that as railway
wages bave increased, ibe efliciency of the em-
ployes has decreased; and a Pennsylvania rail-
road official goes so far as w claim that it now
requires ten men to produce the same results
a8 were omplished by six men before the
war. There is"an offzet to this in the fact that
railroad eBgines haunl three fimes more today
than they could haul thirty years ago, their
weight having increased from 127 tons to 254
tona, so that fewer employes are required for

the tonnage moved. In the fame time the dver-
age freight ear has increased in capacity from
20 tons to 50 tons. The traffic of this country
has doubled every ten or twelve years, but the
employes have not doubled with the traffic; nor
has it been necessary that they should do so.

Railway Finances
RAILWAYS go to pieces rapidly. On the
Chicago and Northwestern Railroad, the
line loses eleven cars per day; and taking the
conntry as a whole, there are from 80,000 to
100,000 freight cars scrapped anmually. Ties
decay and rails wear out. Bridges are an im-
portant factor, and they too wear out. On the
New York Central lines east of Buffalo there
are over 4,000 bridges and trestles, and 15,000
culverts and other crossings. M

There are various ways of strengthening
weakened bridges and prolonging their lives,
such as riveting reinforeing material to weak-
encd parts, putting in additional girders, mak-
ing long, weak spans, into short, strong ones,
and . using weak bridges for places where only
light duty will be required of them. But even
with all this they do wear out.

For four years the railroads have bought
comparatively little; and since the armistice
the Railroad Administration has been restrict-
ed as to the amount of funds it could spend for
additions and betterments, so that it is now
estimated that during the next three years the
railroads should have $3,500,000,000 to invest
in 20,000 new locomotives, 10,000 passenger cars
and 800,000 freight cars, with another $2,500,-
000 for new trackage and shops.

The maintenance of the roads has been sup-
posed to be kept up, as was agreed upon when
the roads were taken over by the Government;
but early in November the President of the
Cotton Belt Road declared that muech of that
road was at that time unsafe {for normal opera-
tion, and in some districts was ai the point of
danger, due to rotten ties, loose and missing
bolts and defective drainage. Porbaps fund:z
will be needed to again put some of these
properties in first-clazs condition.

As to bills payable, the railwayvs owe the
Government $771,531,000 forexpenditureza made
for beiterments. As to working capiral, they
need a month’s working expenses, estimated
for all the roads at $213,000,000. Then i{hey
need $30,000,000 more every month, to make
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good the averaze loss which the Government
now susiains Lor every month that it continaes
io operate the roads, provided they conlinue to
pay the prescut roturns of interest and divi-
dends. (Lt shonid be remarked in ihig connection
that more than thirty-nine per cent of railway
sharcs pay no dividands.) Atop of all this is
the insistent demand of the railway employes
for more and ever more wages.

Expectling that shortly, in harmony with the
President's promise, the roads woald be re-
turned to their former managers, these map=a-

gors are now saying some pretty severe things

about the Government. 7They are accusing
former Administratiions of having starved them
and ruined their bank and investment credit
by insufficient traffic rates, and the present
Administration of having mortgaged the body,
life and soml of the railway properties to
gratify the exactions while stimulating the
excesses of the four great brotherhoods.
They declaim that since tke beginning of the
war railroad wage rates have risen 85%, and
costs of materials 1009, taken together a rise
of 909 in cost of operation. To meet these
Tising costs the average rates for freight and
passenger service have been raised 35%. During
the war the average trainload was increased
from 452 toms to 625 tons, but even with this
saving in operating costs the net cost of trans-
portation during the war was increased 80%%.

Higher Rates Propaganda

THE next thing for which the dear publie
may prepare themselves, in view of the
hard facts wkich the railway managers must
face, is a strong propaganda for higher freight
rates. We are informed that such a propaganda
is in preparation, with a fund of $1,000,000
back of it to see that the work does not lag.
In a little while the churning process will be in
full swing and the person who does not fall in
line will be a pro-German or a Bolshevik or
some ~ether animal suitable for incarceration

The need of financial relief is evident, Pres-
ident Flliott of the Northern Pacific even going
so far as Lo say that the railroads must have an
increasa of 259, in the rates, even if there are
no more'wage increases or higher material
costs. On-the other hand there are wise people
who think that if the railroads carry their rates
any higher they will stimnlate the trucks and
bus lines and will bave less basiness and prob-

ably less returns. Nevertheless, the lack of
tonnage, dae to the falling off in stecl and coal
production, on aceoant ¢ the strikes in those
indgstries, is forcing the issue; and some In-
crease in freight rates is ceriain, to take care
of the great overhead expense from which the
railroads cannot escape.

But just think for a moment of what an in-
crease of 25% in the freight rates will mean to
the ecountry. When the consumer pays this
increased freight rate experience has shown
that he always pays five times the amount of
the increase, For instance, if the freight rate
on coal is increased ten cents per ton, the eus-
tomer pays an increase of tifty cents, the other
forty cents being always divided up among the
dealers and middlemen as profit on ihe trans-
action. Hence the anticipated inerease of some
$3875,000,000 per year would in practice increase
the living expenses of each family of five
persons by something over $200 per year.

Proposed Rail Remedies

WE ARE not going to propose a new rail
remedy. Congress has had fifty of these
plans under consideration, and thirteen of them
have been pushed with a great deal of energy.
The President admitted to the Congress that
the question is so intricate that he had no solu-
tion to propose; and the Congress is finding it
equally hard to know what is the best thing to
do. In view of the importance of having the
question settled wisely the American Federa-
tion of Labor has urged Congress to continue
Government control for two years from the
conclusion of peace, so that the subject can be
coolly discussed at length, and without polities
coming into it. The temptation is very great,
on the eve of a Presidential eleciion, to let the
railroad question develop into a political issue;
but in our judgment this would be very unwise.
The President has vetoed a bill taking out of
kis hands the power to fix rates, and this is
generally held to mean that he expects to retain
the roads until July first.

In November two railway bills were intro-
duced and passed, the Cumomins bili in the
Senste and the Each bill in the House. Neither
bill becomes a law until it passes hoth houses
and is signed by the President. The Fsch bill
was passed as a republican measure, the demo-
crais votng against it. It provides for the
continged use of joint tarminals and other real
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advantages which have come about through
government operation; it requires the railroads
to appeal for advances in rates within sixty
days from the time-the roads are turned over,
if they expect to receive continued assistance
from the Government; it provides for continued
loans by the Government for a year after the
roads are returned, all loans to be repaid to the
Government within ten years, and interest at
six per cent. It also provides a Labor Court of
forty members, half employers and half em-
ployes, and a Supreme Labor Court of nine
members, one third employers, one third em-
ployes and one third public representatives,
appointed by the Dresident, with assessments
of damages against railway property for lock-
outs (that could never possibly happen) and
against anion property for strikes in violation
of contract. It leaves the rate-making to the
Interstate Commerce Commission, providing
only that the rates must be just and reasonable.
The financial papers believe that the principal
features of the Eseh bill will prevail over those
of the Cummins bill in the joint conference
now under way.

The Cummins bill plans for four or five
. competing lines between New York and Chicago,
and twenty to thirty-five railway systems cover-
ing the entire country; it authorizes the pooling
of freight and puts all issues of securities under
federal control; the standard authorized return
on the value of the property is fixed at five and
one hall’ per cent, and it is required that the
rates shall be sueh as to maintain this standard;
in view of the fact that a rate which is suﬂi
cient to provide a fair return for a weak road
affords an excessive return for a strong road,
the excess earnings of the strong roads are to
be diverted to the weak ones, which have here-
tofore suffered many wrongs at the hands of
their stronger neighbors.

When the Curnmins bill was first passed it
ereated great excitment because of a provision
making railway strikes criminal and providing
pum shiment for them. In support of this feature
ot his bill Senator Cumumins said:

“A general suspersion in the movement of traffic for
a fortnight would starve or freeze, or both, a large
number ‘of rmen, womea and children; and if it were
continued a8 month er two months it would practically
destroy balf our population. Our busiuess affairs would
be so disordered that the loss would be greater than in
eny conceivable war in which we might engage. It is

jist as much the function of the government in these
circumstances to see to it that transportation is adequate,
continuous and regular as it is to maintain order, punish
crime and render justice in any other field of humaa
activity.”

As a general thing the Chambers of Com-
merce throughout the country seemed to favor
this legislation; for several of them sent memo-
rials to Congress urging such legislation as
would absolutely prohibit strikes or leckouts
in connection with railroads or other public
service corperations engaged in interstate or
foreign commerce. But the railroad men were
not enthusiastie for it, some of them even going
so far as to say that if the bill became a law
there wouald not be jails enough in the country
to hold the violators.

While we appreciate as keenly as any the fact
that an interruption of the circulation of goods
is as serions as an interruption of the circula-
tion of money ‘and that the one would inevit-
ably lead to the other if long continued, yet we
can not see how any employer can ever profit
by bolding an employe against his will

Foreign Railroad Notes

ERMANY is trouhled by lack of coal for

her railways, but is not saying much about
it. Germany does not have much to say in these
days. Before the war the railways were state-
owned, the employes were state employes and
it wasg illegal for them to strike. The freight
rates in Germany have been nearly twice as
high as in this conntry; but they have had an
advantage over us in one item of the passenger
service, as a person could buy a card ticket for
a certain sum, giving him the right to travel all
he wished during the year. This stimulated
passenger travel, and was a good thing all
around.

In France only one sixth of the railroads
have been state owned and operated. The line
which has been under government operation has
had forty per cent more employes in proportion
to its earnings than the otber lines, and the
French Minister of Puhlic Works recently made
a pubiic denunciation of the whole gystem, de-
claring that the road was run in the interest of
the employes and nobody else. On the twenty-
first of October all the railroads of France were
placed under the control of a committee com-
posed of representatives from all the different
classes of railway officials and employes.
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~ POLITICAL— DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN

The Old Alliances Again
IT WAS the honest expectation of President
Wilson when he expressed the hopes of
humanity in the Fourteen Prineiples that there-
by a solation would be furnished of the many
scrious problems threatening the peace of the
world. He found it impossible to impregnate
the selfish, hardened Enropean leaders with the
better ideals. The juster regulations expressed
in the proposed basi¢ law of earth seem far
from what was hoped for, but perhaps the best
obtainable from the aggregation of diplomatie
gharks that had long kept Europe in turmoil.

It is not surprising to see one of the leading
Prench publications beginning to come frankly
out with what amounts to 2 repudiation of the
hopes of the world and a return to the darkness
that enlminated in that catastrophie blunder of
diplomats and kings—the World War. This was
the inevitable outcome when, on the same day
a vear ago, President Wilson stated that the
United States would take no part in a reversion
to the attempt to keep international poise by a
balande of power, and when Clemencean said
that Re adhersd to the system known as the
balange of power and had never been in agree-
ment ‘with President Wilson in all respects.
The Tiger of I'rance has had his way over the
Idealist of Asnerica; and in accord with him
are the munition makers, the militarists, the
nohles and the kings of Europe.

The hesitation of America to commit herself
to the repugnant policy of entangling alliances
has given the Enropean reactionaries the chance
to say that there is to be a renewal of the old
alliances, and that it will be “the consecration
of a ncw (!) policy born of American hesita-
tion”. It is plainly “lurope tor the Kurop-
enns’f:' Starting with the Anglo-French Alliance
other 2llianers will be added, and notice iz
served that Europe intends to perpetuate “the
direction of the policies of our Europe”. Amer-
ica is left out not merely becansze of her delay,
bhut because she is not wauted. America is
wanted, bowever, but only to furnish money,
credite, Wunitions and troops, as needed; but
American ideals find an extremely narrow mar-
ket among the controllers of European policies.

The importance of the French pronounce-

ment is that it is the unmasking of Europsan
diplomacy. Durlng the presance of President
Wilson at the Peace Confarenec no open breaeh
of courtesy was committod. There was no overt
act of opposition to him, though ths news of a
year ago, rcad between the lines, indieated the
deep undercurrent of determined opposition to
the ideals of liberty of spaech, press and
religion for which the real America stands,
Savage attacks on President Wilzon have taken
the place of the stndied courtesy of a year ageo.
The half-hearted codperation of statesmen and
diplomats is replaced by a general lining up
against what the American President stood for
among them, Thus was it ever with Europe,
concerning which Washington said 134 years
ago:

‘“Apainst the insidious wiles of forcign influence, I
conjure you to believe me, fellow citizens, the jealousy
of a free people ought to bo constantly swaks; =ince
bistory and experience prove that foreign influence is
one of the most baneful foes of republican governmart.

“Europe has & set of primary interests, which to us
have nons, or a very remote relation. Hence she must
be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which
are essantiatly foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore,
it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artifleial
ties, in the ordinary viciszitndes of her polities, or the
ordinary combinationg and collisions of her friendships
or enmities.

“ff we remain one people under an efficient govern-
moant, we mey defy material injury from axternal snnoy-
anece; when we may take such an sttitnde as will eaunse
the nentrality we may at any time resslve upon, to bs
serupulously respected ; when belligerent nations, under
the impassibility of making acquisitions upon us, will
not lightly hazard the giving w3 provecaiion; when we
may chooss peacs Or war, as oir interest, guided by
justice shall counsel,

“\WWhy forego the advantages of so peculiar asituation?
Why quit cur ¢wn to stand upon foreign ground? Why,
by interweaving our destiny with that of any part of
Lurepe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils
of Furopesn ambition, rivelship, interest, humoe, or
caprice? )

“Tis our true policy to steer clear of permanemt
alliances with any portion of the foreigm world.”

What has been the mental attitnde of Enrop-
ean diplomats is becorming that of Europe.
Fostered by carefully camouflaged anti-Wilson
propaganda the people of the Continent are
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becommg at one. thh the sent\ments upressed :

that the American-Senate “is in favor of Amer-
iea’s not- meddlmg in ligropean affairs. Well,
§0 are we”.
Ameriea’s President, which might have inter-
fered with the demgns of the BEuropean politie-
ians, are turning against him. It wasin Furope
that the term “Machiavelian” was attached to
statecraft—alias “diplomacy”—and the Furop-
ean politician needs no tutor in.the use of
propaganda to paint white black.

Donbtless the best American.policy is to pay
no heed to Tories' and Bourbons, but to ob-
serve the admonitions of Washington and those
less known ones of Panl and Peter “That ye
study to-be quiet, and to do your own business,”
(1 Thessalonians 4: 1), and “Let none of yono
suffer as a busybody in other men’s affairs”.
-1 Peter 4:15. .

Does Amencam.aiwn Amer:cnm:e 2

S’I‘ABTL\G more noticeably in 1917 came a
movement. to Americanize the “poer, ignor-
ant foreigner” by means of teaching him a
reading and writing knowledge of the American
langnage. Chambers of Commeres seemed to
be actmg as godfathers, but who-the real par-
cnt was is not so certain. Some thought it was
a part of a vast British propaganda worl' and
that the word “American” was used in such con-
nections to represent things American as the
British foreign office is. supposed to think that
word should mean if America were a properly
datiful daughter—to represent culture for the
few and genteel servility for the majority.
Certainly no one living in this land can hon-
estly doubt the propriety of helping everyvone
who is desirous to be helped to a better under-
standing of the principles for which the word
American has stnod and should stand—Ilife,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. But itis
difficult to understand how forcign-born persons
in-ogr midst are to be attracted to those prin-
mples when such threatening and bull-dozirg
tacties as have come within our knowledge are
employed to “Americanize”. Any system “Which
does not encourage the self-respect of the
foreigner cannot succeed; any system which
does not leave him the power of choice as to
whether he will become an American citizen or
not, cannot suceeed ; for if he is to be a slave he
may just prefer to be a slave among relatives
and acquaintances of his own native tongue.

The beneficent aspirations’ of

Thousands of our forcign-born population in
several of the larger cities have eagerly availed

. themselves of the opportunity to attend night
schools where dramatic methods of teaching the

American language are employed and where
they can quickly zrasp a working acquaintance-
ship with that difficult, though very useful
speech. Many Librarians and teachers have
cheerfully carried extra work to render assist-
ance in this eomparatively new field. Becanso
of the individual and true Americanism of the
teachers some foreigners have donbtless come
into a knowledge not only of the Ameriean
language but also of ibe American principlea.
This is surely commecndable, and worthy of
encouragement regardless of what motive may
Lkave been hack of the starting of the movement.

Your Feet and Your Eyes

AJOR General Leonard Wood said some

good things to the sindents of Williams
College in an address delivered there Septem-
ber seventeenth. He urged them, “Keep your
feet on the ground and your eyes on God”. The
Major did well to urge these young men to keep
their eyes on God. He need not worry about
their feet. There are very few young men in
this generation that do not have their feet on
the ground. But he meant to say that no young
man can be of real benefit to his country in the
trying times in which we live unless he seeks
to be guided by heavenly wisdom. Axnd he is
quite nght.

The Major urged too, and we think with

wisdom, that we should “support the Comstitn- -

tion and those principles by which our country
haa been made” to the end that we might have
“an Americanism with a national conscience”.
We certainly do not want an Americanism that
has no conscience; and it is to the credit of the
American people and the Ameriecan Govern-
ment that they have never taken advantage of
the weak and helpless, except in the territory
talten from Mexico coincident with the discov-
ery of gold in California, and we are suffering
the displeasure of the Mexican people to ihis
day becamse of that act.
1t pays for nation to deal justly with nation,
as man with man. Too many nations seem to
do right from fear of reprisal, but the time is
at hand when the nations shall practice and
Jearn war no more, and become not pirates, hut
peace-makers, minding their own businesa.

FEo
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~ AGRICULTURE AND HUSBANDRY

Czecho-Slovakian Farming 2y jesczh P. Samen

Y INTEREST bas been aroused by your

recent article, entitled “Whart Rotation of
Crops Accomplishes”, to tell yon something of
farming condizions in the country of my birth,
the new state of Crecho-Slovakia, which lies
between Germany and what was formerly
Augstro-Hungary, Rototion of crops has been
practiced there for gencralions, and with excel-
lent resuits.

The farmers of Crecho-Slovakia do“crossing”
work also. Once I remember-they obtained un-
usually large poiatoes, fifteen or iwenty from
one seed; but big rs they were they proved unfic
for human beings and were used to feed animals.

- 'Chey weare hybrids-—nothing elze: and although

they wera large in size the middle of the potato
was empiy or filled with bad-smelling water.
I’rom my experience with these hybrids I be-
lieve that when “the carth shall yield its in-
crease” it will come along different lines than
the “crogsing” of plants. Large fruiis can be
raised by erossing, but not always of valve.
iven in the case of the human family, if the
father and mother are of different races the
children are sometimes unfit ior brain work.
Wonderfal are the fixed laws of God.

The Czecho-Slavokians are close students of
hygiene. The {owns are rererved exelusively
for the residence of human heings, the stables
for cows, horses, ete., being built at a distance
of fifteen to -thirty minutes’ walk. Pecple from
seventy to nirety vears of age are in robust
health, while men of sixty to seventy have red
cheeks and black hair, and wailk and 2et like
voung people. Gray hair is =seldom scon.

The food econsists prineipally of potstoes,
black corn bread, a palateble vegatable oil made
from flax, sour milk or buticrmnilk, and a little
meat once a weak. Docetors are scldom seen
except at the bedeide of the dving. Rheuvmaiism,
gout, headaches, indizestion and other stomach
troubles.are absolutely unknown. The farmers
make their own aleoliolie drink from plums.
TFPonr oumees of this “Sliwowitz” would make a
man so drunk that he counld not raise his head.
It is meed not as a beverage, however, but as
a stimulani, a teaspooniul in the morring and

another during the later working hours. In
the district of which I write they had very
little wine.

At the time I left my native land, twenty
vears ago, wooden plows, wooden axles and
wagons, wooden spoons, forks, ete.,, were stiil.
in vogue. There were no stoves. The eooking
was done on something resembling an aliar,

~vith wood as the fuel, and pots of earthenware.

'I'he houses were lighted with fat or harz wood.
1t was not uncommon to find soup plates and
other plates in nse that had been used constant-
Iy for hundreds of years. I have seen soup
plates said to be five hundred years old.

The bread is baked but fonr or five times a
vesr, immensn loaves, ten to sixteen at one time.
Before this bread is consumed the outside of
it will be all covered with green mold; but the
ingide of the last loaf will be as sweet and
palatable as the first loaf, and as soft and juicy.
I have often wondered at this.. -

In harvest time the farmers are accustomed
to sleep several hours during the heat of the
day and to make up for it by working early in
the morning and late at night. This makes it
easier on the animals; and thus these Hungar-
iang, as they were formerly called, show their
intelligence and sympathy for men and beasts.

1n the town from which I came, the whole
village, and the vieinity, is filled with acacia
{recs, the same s mentioned in the description
ol Moses’ Tahernacle in the Wilderness. The
people make their furniture of this wood; and
even when not painted or varnished it is
execedingly beautiful. The color is greenish
mixed with vellow and brown stripes. A char-
acteristic of the wood is that it is neither soft
nor hard. It does not decay as does soft wood,
nor will it split, nor is it given to wood worms,
as is the case with so many hard woods. It is
light to handle and easy to work.

When I was a child I used to eat the blossoms
of this tree. These are good to eat, sweet to
the taste, but with a peculiar flavor. The tree
is full of thorns in the last two or three years
of its growth, so that in plucking the flowers
one must be careful or he will be injured by
the sharp points. When the seed gets dry it
looks lile peas in their pods.
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HOUSEWIFERY AND HYGIENE

How to Keep Well By G. W. Putanm, M. D
IZ\WW people are aware of the multitude of
everyday disagrecable symptoms and ail-

ments of mankind due fo autointoxieation, the
absorption into the system of poisons formed
by putrefaction and fermentation of food-stuffs
in the bowels. Among these we might mention
periodic beadaches, drowsiness during the day,
insomnia at night, and many cases of gencral
debility, nervousness, shortness of breath re-
gardless of exercise, pain ahont the heart, rheu-
matism and neuralgias,

Many say that they have passages from the
bowel daily, and therefore their trouble cannot
be intestinal indigestion causing autointoxiea-
ton; but it is possible to have a passage every
day and not have a frec emptying of the bowel.
Mgany are contented with 3 passage cach day,
bowever small, with an occasional miss, and
accredit their ailments to other causes, Loaded
bowels with gas formation and absorption of
poisons from the sluggish germ-infected masses
18 often tha eondition existing in spite of the
daily movemeonts; and & cure can generally be
obtained by proper dietetics, which are sug-
gested below:

Get a small grist mill and some wheat. Grind
it very coarse for breakfast food, which mav he
prepared by stirring it into slightdy salted
boiling water and eooking for twenty minntes.
Set tlie mill tighter and make rather eoarse
flour, which makes delicious gems and bread,
when used half and haif with white flour. | 'se
no white bread at all. If youn do not bake bread
or gems, buy coarse bran or graham bread.
Egat plenty of ec¢oarse vegetables; such as
turnips, rutabagas, celery, asparagus, beets,
onions, spinach, rhubarb and cabbage, also
plenty of fruit, especially apples, figs, and un-
seeded raisins. Drink a glassfal of water after
each meal. Cut the meat to three times a weel,
and substitnte milkk and egge. Fish, bacon, and
chicken are the least harmful meats for any one
in this dondifion.

_ _Sec that yon get sufficient excreise along with
the above mentioned diet, Many who have not
had a normal passage for years will be gratified
to find themselves doing so, and the ailments

caused by the sluggish bowel ecndition disap-
pearing. Why not use catharties7 Because they
irritate the walls of the bowel and produce raw
or catarrhal areas, which permit the even freer
absorption into the svstem of poisons. Thia is
the reason why many of the symptoms are
aggravated by the strenunous use of cathartica
in an effort to remove intestinal trouble.

More Remedial Foods
PPLES for nervous dyspepsia, to correct
the acidity of the stomaeh, for rheumatism,

insomnia and liver trouble.

Grapes dissolve and dislodge gravel and bring
the stomach and bowels to a healthy condition.

Pieplant, or rhubarb, is an aperient, is exeel-
lent for rheumatism and for purifying the blood.

Peanuts forindigestion and corpulent diabetes.

Pineapples are good for indigestion. The
juiee of a ripe pineapple is an almost invalaabla
remedy for diphtheria, the acid seeming to dis-
solve the growth in the throat. p

Swiss Steak

1} pounds thick round steak; 3 cup berley
flour. Score meat and roll in flonr. Brown an
onion in a tablespoon of fat. Put steak (whole)
into the same pan, place in oven at 450 degrees
and sear uncovered for 15 minutes. Cover the
pan while steak is cooking.

Stuffed Steak

1 pound round steak; 2 tnblespoons chopped
parsley; 2 cups boiled riee; 1 teaspoon onion
julee; salt; Paprika: Blend the rice with the
seasouing. Pound the steak until thin. Spread
the steak with a layer of rice stuffed about % of
an ineh thick. Noll and tie in shape or fasten
with skewers. [ui into a covered pan with
enough water to keep from burning, and cook
in the oven for thirty minutes Take off the
cover and brown before removing from the
oven. Thicken the stock left in the pan for
gravy. Or, if preferred, make individual serv-
ings. Cut a 3-inch square of steak, place a table-
spoon of the dressing in the center, roll the
strak around it and fasten. Place in a pan with
a little water, and cook as the roast was cooked.
These are very good served with a tomato sauee,
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SCIENCE AND INVENTION

' The Philosophy of Art By Newtos T. Hartsiorn *

ART may be defined as the visible picture
or articulate expression of the ideal of
mentality,

The Universe is the visible, expressed mater-
ial picture, of the ideal of the Supreme Mind—
the masterpiece of masterpieces—375,000,000
solar systems suspended in space. “The heavens
declare the glory of God: day unto day nttereth
speech and night unto night showeth know-
ledge; there is no speech nor language where
their voice is not heard.”-——Psalm 19:1-3.

The characteristics of men are invariably
expressed in their works, in the houses they
build, the pictures they paint on canvas, or the
social, religious, economic or political systems
they form. They are all ideal pictures, created
in the invisible mind and visibly expressed.

Harmony or discord in color, tint, tone,
grouping or sccent, bespeaks a sense of the
fitness of things, or the lack of it, in the mind
that creates the ideal. By their works, and only
by their works, may all be known. The social,
political, religious and economie world we have
Inown, and see about us now, is the ideal,
expressed visibly, of an invisible mind.

Jesus said that Satan is the primee (ruler)
of this world (not the physical warld). This
explains the riddle of confusion which we see
about us. In a broader perspective, however,
we note a greater picture, which the Master is
painting. We recognize this present low, dark
_ ideal of war and hate as merely the dark pig-
ment with which, obsessing men’s minds, Satan
is permitted to lay in the shadows, to accent
by contrast the brilliant golden sanlit high-
lights of the color scheme in the painting which
the Master is preparing for the delight of a
weary, world, when Satan’s rule is set aside.
Without shadows there could be no picture, no
relief, but dull monotony—a blank canvas.

* Captz2in Hartshorn was in several of the hardest fought
battles in the Civil War. After the wur was over he resigned
to take up ‘{ha m:oiessiou of art, and for fifty years has beon
oge of the most successful of portrait painters. Among his
patrous were President Grant, who sat for him at the White
House, and many other men and women occupying promi-
neat positions in the United States and in Engtand. Ore of
AMr. Hartshorn's pupils, whe paid him $30.00 an hour for

tnstructions, 18 now the most guccessful portralit painrer in
Boston,

Satan is merely a hog-bristle brush, so to
speak, dipped in black, and applied over the
yellow (suniight) undertone painting on the
canvas, to represent the shadows. In the little
individual pictures that are being painted by
every person, if the highest light—the accent—
be placed on some insignificant aceessory, or if
the pieture lacks the bright, clear colors of san-
light (truth), but is sombre with the muddy
effects of error, hate or pride, it will be cast
into the scrap heap! Every one paints his
picture, his ideal.

In literal pictorial art, the colors form a
chromatic scale, similar to the scale in iustru-
mental or vocal musie, having harmonious
chovds; and when the accent in the harmonious
color-tones agrees with the aceent of light and
shadow and the accent of sentiment, a delightful
ideal results, that rests, refreshes and inspires,
an ideal that speaks as a living personality—a
masterpieee. By their works they are kmown

A few hints to an amateur may illustrate the
literal process:

Suppose we are painting a full-length por-
trait of a man. The strongest light should rest
on the head and shoulders. This locatea the
aceent; all other things are accessories—sub-
sidiary to the main effect—the accent. The
chearaeter of the man is what we seek to portray.
This we find in his facial expression, the
visible picture of his invisible self—his color,
the expression of his eyes and mouth; there is
the aceent of the picture. His hands, his clothes,
the bookcase behind him, the chair we see dim-
ly suggested—a few touches are sufficient to
indieate them. They are only the accessories.

A rather dark gray eanvas is the best ground
on which to paint. After making the sketch
and locating the lights, cover them with white,
and leave to dry. French brilliant yellow or
Naples yellow, laid on thinly with oil that will
dry quicklv, must be applied first before each
painting. Don’t paint color over the same color,
when dry, without first covering it with yellow.
Yellow is very luminoms and represents sunm-
light even in the darkest shadows (applied
under them). Most artists fail to use vellow
enongh ander all their work. Get back to sun-
kight effect back of every fresh painting. Use

’
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retooching varnizh on the canvas hofore paint-
ing, and vresly after each eoat of painc drie..

The panorzma o) the great day of modern
creation eovers 40.000 vears—-a piciure to he
completed in less than 1000 vears {rom mow.

Satan put a very dark shadow, eovering 6,000
vears into the mighty picture. It is the f'oil, the
contrasticg shadow that is to add brillianey to
the high light, the accent to the great picture
that Jesus Christ will put in nnder the direction
oi the Supreme Mind. It will be the completion,
noi of anoiher physical masterpiece, the solar
systems, bui a new ereation, 144,000 divine
beings, & still greater masterpmce—t.he Kng-
dom of heaven on oarth—-—crlormu.» beyend any-

thing ever dreamcd of iw mortal man. What
an 1denl!

Sleep
HAT a peculiar phase of nature is sleep!
We lie down upon our beds at night, in Iull
possession of all onur mental facullies, and know
that we are going to lose consciousness. And
yet the thouf'ht gives us no uneasiness, because
we are fammar with that condition. All our
lives we have witnessed sleep in others. We
have experienced it ourselves. We know that
when asleep, we know nothing. We are not even
cognizant of our existence, or of the existence
of anything in all this great universe. And so
we fall asleep in perfect security. We awake
in the morning, and at onee our mental faculties
resume their functions. We are able to take
up the threads of bhusiness where we laid them
down at night. Our joys and our sorrows
again live in our memories. We are awake.
Our friends know us, and we know them.
"~ What a beantiful pictare of death is sleep.
When we come to the end of this brief mortal
life, we lay it down just as we fall aslcep at
night. Yet how many do it fearfully and with
apprehension, with reluctance. Why? Because
they fear for what the awakening may be. They

By Mre Jennie Neah

do nof know. They fear. Job said, “For now’

shall I sleep in the dust; and thon chalt seek
me in the morning andlshall not he (lob 7
21) Again we read: “For in death thnrz = no
remembranee of thee, in the grave whe shall
giva theel thagks?"—Psalm 6: 3.

And sojhen when a man diez, he has fallen
- acleap. It is true his sleep is of longer duraiion
then the sleep with which we are all so familiar.
Man moulders back into dust from which he

was made; but he shall j ius it as sarely awake as
ha goes 1o cloep. Jozus salii: "I‘\{arvs.l noL at
this; (or the hoar is coming in the which ali
that are in their graves shail heat his valce,
and shall come forrh™ (John 5:98, 29) The
Bible tells us that the pairiarchs and Lhe
prophets dird and were gathered to their
fathers (in the grave), that they have not yet
roceived their rewards. Do yom not think that
if they were consciously wailing through all
those centuries they would begin to feel im-
patient at the long delay ! But you see they are
not conscious of the laps=e of time; and when
they are awakened, it will be to them as if they
had slept but a few hours,

Other Inhabited Worlds
IF THIRE are other inhabited worlds out-
gide of our solar system we ean never find
out anything about them cxcept by revelation,
1t 1s well known ihat all planets are dark -
ohjects, the light we get from the planets of oar
own solar system being sunlight reflected from
their dark surfaces. It would never be possible
to manufacture instruments which would enable
us to see the dark planets revalving about other
suns. The most that has been done in that
direction is to detcrmine by the spectroscope
that there are dark objects revolving about
some of those suns; and this is as far ag seience
will ever he able to go.

The Scriptures seem to indieate that this
world is unique in God’s universe in that “all
we like sheep have gone astray”. (Isaiah 53:6)
Scme have held the thought that the “ninety
and nine” which went not astray (Luke 15:3-6)
must refer to the happy denizens outside of our
globe that never knew the sorrows of our fall
into =in, and will never know the joys of restor-
ation and the haightz and lengths and breadths
of redeeming love,

Mountains Slipping

N THI western coast, according Lo Pro-

Tessor Morrill, ot Colorado Agricultural

Colloge, many ol the mountains are slipping,
producing ground movements of saveral teet a
year. ‘e movemeny rvideaily is not danger
us; for no earthqualies recudt, It is most
noticeable in the Spring, when the soll is wet.

Oiher ~mountsins” are slipping. Rusria, as
a kingdom (mouutain) stipped two gears ago.
Austris, 100, had a Lad slip, and more are said
to be in danger.
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RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY

AMNESTY FOR DEATH’S PRISONERS

WHAT IS THE PRISON? WHO ARE THE PRISONERS ? WHO IS THE CAPTOR? WHO THE DELIVERER?

*The Rpirit of the Lord God is uzsn me; becaunve the Lord Acth ancinied me to preach good tidings unto the meek!
ke hath sent me o dind up the droken-heerted, to proclaim liderty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to them that are dound.''—/Isaiah 61:1,

HE Bible is a book very rich in pictures;

and the pictare of a prison-house as repre-
senting death is one frequently made use of in
Holy Writ. Not only does Isaiab repeatedly
employ this illustration or allegory, but the
Prophet Ezekiel indisputably refers to death
under the word captivity. (Ezckiel 16:53) In
the foregoing verses the Prophet had spoken of
the blessings which fleshly 1srael had reeceived,
and which che had not rightly appreciated. As
also the Apo'=tle says, Israel had many advan-
tages: chiefly in that unto them were committed
the oracles of God. (Romans 3:1, 2) Therefore,
when their eonduet was less to be approved
than that of the surrounding heathen nations,
God’s people were more reprehensible than
those peoples. Nevertheless the Prophet holds
forth a ray of hope for them all, when he says:
*“When I shall bring agzin [or cause them to
return from] their ecaptivity, the ecaptivity of
Sodom and her daughters [inhabitants] and the
captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then
will I brinz again the captivity of thy captives
in the midst of them”. We are certain that this
reference is to the captivity of death; for
Sodom had long lain in ashes before these
words were ever utterad, and the only eaptivity
from which Sodom and her danghters could he
bronght would be the great captiviry of death.

The DPrisca Not Literal

Likewire the Prophet Isziak spenks not of
some lireral eaptivity or some literal prison,
inte which the Jewish prople may or may not
lizve gone, hut be spezlis in pietorial language
of the prizon-fou=e o death: when he mentians
the “pro-laiming ot Lborty to the eaptives and
ihe pnnma' of the pricon to them that are
bound’ (f«anh 61:1) We would be onlv paes-
ingly “fnicrested it ihe L.ord’'s great Prophet
were-speaking merely cf same historieal oecur-
reuce belonging 1o the ages long pasw

This proclamation of Isaigh suggests four
main thoughts: (1) that of a prison; & place
or condition of bondage or confinement; (2)
prisoners; those in such a place or condition of
bondage; (3) the two foregoing thoughts imply
the presence of & captor; and (4) a great de-
liverer, who is here deseribed as both proclaim-
ing liberty and also {ulfilling his own proclama-
tion by opening the prison doors to the poor
prisoners.

Assuming for the moment that death is the
prison referred to by the Prophet Isaiah, let us
look back at the very beginning of mankind’s
experience with death, by examining the Genesis
account. We find that God made man perfect,
& glorious being, richly endowed with happi-
ness, since God had made every provision for
his well-being. Though made perfect, man was
at best a dependent creature, and there was
provided for his bedily neecds the fruit of cer-
tain trees in the garden of Eden. Solely for
man’s own good did God forbid him the use of
onc tree, saying, “Of every tree of the garden
thou mayst freely eat, but of the tree of the
Iknowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not est
of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die”.—Genesis 2: 186, 17.

Supreme Court Defines Decision

No doubt Adam, who had a fuller apprecia-
tion of life than any of us has, knew whai was
meant by the word death. Even though he had -
no experience with death, his perfeet mind
would enable him to see that death would mean
the taking away of life, the life which his Maker
had given him as a boon and as a favor. Preba-
bly, therefore, more for oar own benefit did
Jehovah give something of an elaboration of
the thoaught of death. (Genesis 3:19) Sarely
we have here the highest authority in the uni-
verse giving ws an explanation of the death
sentence. He describes it as a retorn to s
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dust of the ground or, in other words, to the
eleinents of the earth from which man was
made. He describes it as destruction, extine-
tion, as a blotting out, oblivion; as a condition
in which man is deprived of all his life rights.
‘We are quite well acqguainted with the abjec-
tion which some people raise to this text when
they say: “Yes, certainly. Everyone knows that
Adam’s body returned to the dust, but that did
not affect in anv way his soul, his real self,
which continued to live’. But how do we know
that anything about Adam continued to live
after the death sentence was carried out on
him? Where do we {ind authorization for sneh
a thought in God’s Word? Jehovah deals with
the respousible part of an individual, not mere-
1y with his body. Addressing himself to Adam
as a responsible being, he said: “In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread, until thou re-
turn unto the groufd; for out of it wast thou
taken; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return”. Evidently the whole individual
was to be involved in the death sentence; and
all of this indicates that the prison-house of
death is a condition of lifelessness, is a condi-
tion in which one’s life rights and privileges
are entirely removed. *=
" But someone interposes the objection: ‘Surely
it cannot be that the whole world of mankind
is mistaken upon this subject! Surely the pro-
position of the heathen, that the dead are not
dead but that they are more alive than they
ever were befoie, must be correct, because so
generally believed’. But, we answer, it should
not sarprise us to find that there is general
confusion and lack of authoritative information
in the minds of human beings in general on
these points; for the Apostle John informs us
that “the whole world lieth in the wicked one”.
(1 John 5:19) And if the whole world lieth in
the wieked one, lies in or is dominated by the
spirit of the great adversary of God and man.
we could hardly expect to find them on terms of
irtimate acquaintanceship with God, his teach-

ings and his purposes, since we are elswhere

informed of the fact that “the sceret of the Lord
is ‘with them that fear him”. (Pzalm 25:14)
Those who are estranged from God would hard-
ly be familiar with his plans and purposes;
and thengh we find widespread error on this
subject of the state of death there is no reason
why that should turn us aside from the ouly
source of accurate information, God’s Word.

Dead Know Not dwything

In further substantiation of the Seriptural
teaching on this point we cite Ecclesiastes
9:3, 6, 10. Part of the fifth verse reads: *The
living know that they shall die, but the dead
know wnot anything”. Verse six: “Also their
love, and their hatred, and their envy is now
perished”. Surely these words are suggestive
of complete constriction of one’s life activities,
If the dead know nothing, if they love not, hate
not, and especially if they envy not, there sure-
ly cannot be much going on in death.

The subject is made equally plain in the tenth
verse. One often hears the first half of this
verse quoted, but very seldom the last half, for
the reason that it does not happen to harmonize
with the popular view on the subject of death.
The first half reads: “Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might”. That is
excellent advice for any one; but it becomes
even more forceful when the whole verse is
read: “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do
it with thy might; for there is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest”. Thrown into modern par-
lance, this stmply means: If you ever expect to
accomplish anything, you had better be busy
doing it now; for after a while you will be dead
and unable to accomplish anything. ,

We turn back to the testimony of the Psalm-
ist: “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the
son of man [in human beings], in whom there
is no help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts
perish.” (Psalm 146:3, 4) Then again to the
Prophet Isaiah: “The grave cannot praise thee,
death cannot celebrate thee: they that go down
into the pit cannot hope for thy truth”. (Isaiah.
5£:18) “In death there is no remembrance of
thee: in the grave who shall give thee thankst”
—Psalm G:5. .
' Prison a Fitiing Figure

Do not these texts show conclusively that the
dead are dead? They show liow appropriate is
the designation “prison” to the state of death.
If earth’zs dead were more alive than they were
in their lifetimes, then surely the Prophet
Isaiah went sadly astray in choosing the figure
of a prison to represent death. But our safe
ground is in accepting the words of the Apostle:
“The prophecy came not in old time by the will .
of man: but holy men of God spake as they
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were moved by the Holy Spirit”. (2 Peter 1:21)

Deatlf is the prisnn referred to; and death iz o

pricon state, a =tatc of hondage or t'onﬂnvmr'nt.

50 extreme as to precinde the thought of any
activity there.

Now that we have scen what the prison is, it
will not be especially diffiecnlt to determine who
the prisoners arc. The Apostle says: “Death
psssed upon all men” {Romans 5:12), and “in
Adam ali die”. (1 Corinthians 15:22) Our own
ohservation substantiates these statements; for
we see evervone dying on cvery hand. Death is
working in all, and gradnally all sink into the
grave. As one also of our own poets has said:

“As the long train
Of ages glide awcy, the sons of men,
The youth in life’s green spring, and he who goes
In the full strength of years, matron and maid,
The speechless babe, and the gray-headed man—
Shal} ore hy one be gethered to thy side,
By thoee who in their turn shall follow them,”

That is a sad picture of homan experienee,
bat a true one. This prison or death sentence
includes all those in whom death is working in
any manner or degree, all those who are under
the “bondage of eorruption”. (Romans 8:21)
All the members of the human family are there-
fore prisoners. God has included all in the sin
and under its sentenee, death, that he might
have merey upon all in the most effectual and
economic manner. The most of these prisonera
are locked unp, so to speak, down in the dark
cells of eomplete death. Others, with some
comperative measure of life and liberty may be
said to be walking around in the prizon vard, or
engaged in its varioas dnties. But none of them
is out in the glorious liberty of the children of
God (Romans 8:21), save those few who have
been liberated in response to their faith during
this Cospel age for the purpose of walking in
the footsteps of Christ Jesus their Lord. Of

the twenty billions or so of people who have
lived since Adam’s day the mejoriry “sleep in
the diist of the earth”.—Daniel 12: 9.
“All that tread
The globe are but a handful io th~ trihes
That slumber in its hosom.”

Y Who is the Captor?

Now that we know what the prison is and
who the prisoners are, it wonld be an easy
matter to identify the capfor. The Scriptures
tell us that it is “he that hath the powsr of

death, that i3, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14); he
who from the very dawn of human experience
has opposed the beat interests of the raee.
Many prople consider the devil ro be merely a
myvthic or whelly imaginary personnge; others
acknowledge his existence but do not attribute
to him mueh power. Neither view is supported
by the ,gcrigture testimony. On the ecoutrary,
the Lord Jesus twice sneaks of him as the
“prince of this world”. ¢John 12:31: 14:30);
and the Apostle Paul calls him the “god of this
world”. (£ Corinthians 4:4) “Qod” means a
mighty one; and “prince” means & prominent
one. According to the best anthority in the
Bible, therefore (that of Jesus, the head of the
chureh, and that of the Apostle Paunl, the moat
honored apostle in the church), Satan is a
mighty one and 2 dominant figure in homan
society as now constituted. He “ruleth in the
children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2: 2);
and the childran of obedience are precions few,
when they are once sought out.

Our Lord speaks again of Satan in a little
parable which he gave, saying: “How can one
enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his
goods, except ke first bind the strong mant?
and then he will spoil his house”. (Matthew 12:
29) He here refers to the work which he him-.-
self would do at the time of his second advent.
e would eome as & thief (1 Thessalonisns 5:
2; 2 Peter 8: 10}, quietly, stealthily, unobserved
by the most of people, and would appropriate
rnto himself the “spoil” of death’s great prison.
house, really his own; for he would have bonght
it with his own precious blood.

The Scriptures inform us that it was ambi-
tion that prompted Satan {o agsume his atfitude
of opporition ageinst the divine law and will.
We read in Isaiah, first, concerning Satan’s
erstwhile glory and honor, ihen conecerning his
ambition, his fall, and liis destraction: “How
art thou fallea {rom heaven, O Luecifer, son of
the morning! How art thon come down to the
ground whieh didst weaken the nations! For
thou hast said in thine heart [he was not tempted
[rom without], I will ascend into heaven [occupy
A more prominent position in respect to heaven-
l¥ matters], { will exalt my throne ahove the
stars of God [the angelic hosts]: I will it also
apon the mount of the congregation, in tha
sides of the north: I will ascend above the
heights of the clouds I 11ll be like the Most
High.” (Isaiah 14:12.14) This was Satan’s’
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ambilion, to have at least a portion of the ani-
verse in whieh bis word would be abzolute law,
his will the last reeourza or authoritv, “Yet
thou shalt he brought down 1o hell [to sieal, 1o
aoath, to ihe very prison-kouse into which he
has becn instrumental in leading so many
cthers—Te that leadeth info eapitivity, shall
@0 into captivity'—Revelation 13:10}, to the
gidos [or limits] of the pit’—to the uttermost
penaity of death, the scecond death.—Rovelation
20: 10, 14
Captor Himself Caplured

“They that see thee [bistoriecally, in the ages
{0 come] shall narrowly look wpon thee [shall
devote only an oceasional retrospective glance
at the miserable and futile career of Satarn)
and consider thee, saving, 1s this the man that
made ihe earth [human sociefy] s tremble,
that did shake kingdoms; that made the world
as a wilderneas [robbing manidnd of (he re-
freshing influcnes of the water of iruth], and
destroyed the elties thereof [ihose cardinal
prineciples, which, like citadels, keop gnard over
the happiness of perfeet ereaturesi; that open-
ed not the house of his priconers?’ (Isaiah 14:
12-17) -Not one of dealh’s prisoners has been

released by Satan for the very sufficient reason .

that, thoogh he has the power of death, he has
not the power over death. Satan has becn able
merely to carry out ihe sentenece of death al-
ready pronounced by Jehovah against man en
account of disobedienes, but he hras no authorizy
to set aside or in any manner to nullify that
gsontenee. So for nearly six thousand vears it
has coniinued to be true that “ikere the prisoa-
crs rest together; they hear not the voice of
the oppressoi”.—Job 3:17-19.

\WWe know now what the pricon is, who the
prisoners are, and who the great capior is, and
are therefore in a position to appreciate pro-
perly the work of {he deliverer. We are aheo-
lutely certain vho this deliverer is; for Jesus
identifies himself with thatl office in his words
in the Nazareth synagogne. Just afier our
l.ord’s special conzeeration at Jerdan, oiter his
spirit-begeiting and forly days ol reflr<tion and
temptation in the wilderness. he proeseded 1o
Galilee. 3 .

“And he came to Nazareth, where ho hnd been
brought up: and, as his custom wa=, he went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath dav and
stood up Tor to read.. And there was delivered
unto himn the book of ihe Proph=t Litaias. And

when he had opened the book, he found the
place where it was written, The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath
sent me to heal the broken-bearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives and ihke recovering
of sight to the blind, to set &t liberty them
that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year
of the Lord. And he closed the book and he
gave it zgain to the minister end sat down.
And the eyes of all them that were in the syna-
gogue were fastened on him. And he began to
say unto them, This day is this Scripture ful-
fled in your ears. And all bare him witness,
and wondered at {the gracious words that pro-
ceeded out of his mouth.”—Luke 4:16-22,

Liberly Depends on Jesus

Here iz Jesus’ own assurance that in bim
inhered the fulfillment of ihis wonderfaol pro-
pheey of Isciah. He wns even then fullilling
such parts of the prophecy as were due to be
fulfilled. He had been anointed with the holy
Spirit; he was proeleiming the good news, to
the effect thot sin and death shouvld not always
reign, but that death's prisoners were to be set
free. This message had the effect of re-encour-
aging those who were discouraged, or broken-
hearted, because of the great odds which sin
and imperfeetion seem to have against the
human family. .

But just here we remember a question pro-
pounded Ly tke Prophet Isaiah himseif: “Shall
tie prey be taken from the mighty, or the law-
ful captive delivered?” (Isaish 4D:24) While
this question has something to do with the Jew-
izl disporsion, the Jews were in zome respec:s
pictorial of mankind in general. 'The race of
Adam is a lawfunl eaptive; shall it be set free?
“Thus saith the Lord, liven the captives of the
mignty shall be taken away.” But ii they are
lawiul eaptives, liow can God he just and yet
tire justifier or liberator of any of {iem? Only
in the Scriptures do we find an answer io this
question, ,

(God made man perfect and in his own moral
image. This made man a responsible ereature,
roiter than one living mwerely aleng the lines
ot instinet. “God mada man upright” (Feelae.
iastes Vi 29), “very good”. (Genesis 1:31)
Tiverything tnat he possessed ol life and bless-
ing had rcomn to him as a favor 'rom his ez ven-
ly Faiber. God had owed him pothing. Iiver-
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lasting haman life spread itself enticingly be-
fore him; he had only to be obedient to
Jehovah’s laws, to God's perfect will. In this
Jehovah required nothinz more of man than he
requires of himself—-—mmwer\'ing conforinity to
the set principles of wizdom, justice, love and
power.
. Adam e Lawful Captlive

Furthermore, Adam was warned as to the
resalt of any possible disobedience. He had the
ability 1o resist any templation and was dis-
tinetly informed what the penalty wouald be, if
he should disober. Again, we have the irsti-
mony of the divine Word that “Adam was not
deceived”. (1 Timotk:y 2:14) If, then, Adam
had the full capacity for cbedience: if he was
forewarned of the dangers of disobedience; if
he was not deceived, the case against him seems
to be clear—he was a wilful sinner. And if a
wilful sinner, he was justly condemned and
became a lawful captive. The condemnaiion
against Adam will be understood and seconded
by the most of people, but the participation of
his posterity in the sentencs is not so generally
undersioed. What iiad Adam to Go with us?

Surely he had g gredt deal to do with us.
All the life whicl we ever hed as human beings
came 10 us frowm him as the father of the rac-e.
Suppose for 2 moment tiiat it had been a literal
prison into which Adam and his consort, Eve,
were cast at the time of their transgression;
they had no children prior to their incarcera-
tion. It goes without arguinent of any kind,
that if they ever were to have any chilren,
these children must be born in prison, mereiy
because buth parents were there. Syceh birth in
prison would not be Lecause of any moral delin-
quaency on the part of the children, but would
be due simply to the fact that tiieir only oppor-
tanity for being born at all was under condi-
tions of condemnation and confinement.

This pileture fits the facts exaetly. All are
prisoners, zll condemned ones, not because of
their own transgressions. bat beezuse of th
faet thet tiay were born under Lxc one or'.a-l_nal
sentoncs, As tha Arpostle says: “As through
onn man sin entercd into the world [in whoem
all sinncd] apd through sin. death: so alio
death pasged upon ail men” . .. “through cun
otfcnse sontevee cams on ail tnen Lo condemna-
tion”, . .“through the dizobedience of ane mun,
fhe many were consiituted sinners.” (Rowwng

12, 18, 19, Dhugleit) Or, in the terse, well

put wording of the Shorier Wesiminsler Cale-
chism: “The covenant [of continned obedicnee
on man’s part and of a conditional gnaranteo
of life on God’s part] being made with Adam,
not only for himself, bat for his posterity, all
mangiind, descending from him by ordinary
generation, sinned in him, and fell with lu'm, in
hlS {irst transgression.”

This is exactly the Scrlptural proposptmn.
No anfair advantiage hes been taken of Adam’s
posterity, for Ged did not owe them life in the
first placc: and when Jehovali's plan for their
blessing shall have beca worked out, none can
be found with any appreciation of God’s good-
ness who will not be filled with a sense of deep-
est gratitute for God’s provision for his eternal
welfare. All are, therefore, lawful captives.
The Pronhet Isaiah announces that these are
to be set free. But how?

The Just the Justificr

Two ways are imaginable: one is for God te
change his mind respecting the original sen-
tence; and the other is for a substitute to be
found for Adam under the unchanging sentence.
We can he sure that no one will be liberated
from death becauze God will have changed his
mind s to the justice of the sentenece. Justice
is tke foundation of his throne, and the slight-
est deviation from justice would cause his
throne to totter and the universe to tremble,
not knowning wkat to expect next. But with
himn “there is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning” (James 1:17); “he cannot lie”
(Titus 1:2): and “he eznnot deny himself”.
(2 'J‘m.othy :15) Adam violated justice, an
eternal principle. Adam’s sin will always be
wreng: it will never be vight: Wiliul sin de-
mands an eternal penalty. Therefore God will
rnot change his mind respecting the righleous-
ness or upprepriaieness of the sentenc This
imaginable wav of release is quickly shut off.

There is only one way of salvation, the way
which divine wisdom has chosen. God purposes
1o hold the sentenee inviolate but to find a sub-
stitute for Adam under the sentence, a substi-
tute who would be both wlling and eble to
ansver to the demands ot divine juslice: for
since & periect man sinned, only a perfeet man
could act as substitute for the condemned sin-
ner. No one who is imperteet can take over
this cverlasting death 1mprisonment with a
view to liberating maniand. A perfcct man had
sinned; a periect man must pay the penalty.
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No child of Adam czuo serve in this vicarious
death, because all of Adam’s children are im-
perlect. all born in prizon and cannot liberate
thernselves, much less the whole human race.
“Nongc can by any means redeem his brother,
nor give to tiod a ransom for him.”-Psalm 49:7.

Therefore to Jchevah, the Almighty One, we
must pray: “Let the sighing of the prisoner
come before thee”, (Psalm 79:11) And in re-
sponse to his necd, whether uttered or unex-
pressed, we are given the assurance: “He hath
looked down {rom the height of his sanctuary;
from heaven did the Lord behold the earth; to
hear the groaning of the prisaner, to loose those
that are appointed to death”.-Psalm 102:19, 20.

Jehovah Brings Salvation

So when there was no other eye to pity,
effectually, and no other arm to save, then God’s
own arm brought salvation. Beeause there was
no one else to accomplish this redemption God
announced through the Prophet Hosea his ewn
intention of taking a hand in the matter: “7
will ransom them {rom the power of the grave;
I will redeem them from death: O death, [ will
be thy plagues; O grave, ! will be thy destrue-
tion”. (Hosea 13:14) In fulfillment of this
purpose God seut the premised deliverer. “God
sent not his Sen into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might
be saved”—or delivered from prison. (John 3:
17) The Apostle adds his confirmatory word:
*We see Jesus, who was made a little lower
than the angels, {or the suffering of death.
crowned with glory and honor {of perfset and
matare manhood] : that he by the gruace of God
ight taste death for every man”-Hebrews 2:9.

Jesus was born on the human plane, became
2 man, although he had been a glorious spirit
being with the Father before the world was.
“The Word was made flesh and dweit among
us”. (dJohn 1:14), with the express purpose of
suffefing death for fallen man. “The Son of
Man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for
manv.” (Matthew 20:28) To anv one who
believes the Bible to be God’s Word there conld
be no quistion abeut God’s purpove o end the
reign of-ein and deatk. But if our Lord tas
comre and has given himself in death on Calvary
more than cightetn hundred rears ago, how is
it that peoplo are still dying at the rate of some

hondred thousand cvery day? Why are pot
the prison doors open? .

That is & proper question; and the answer to
it is a secret. But it is a secret which the
Lord’s ambassadors are now allowed to tell.
Yes, blessed and honored for telling. (Kphbe-
sians 6:19; Colossians 4:3) Christ Jesus has
given himself a ransom for all, but the testi-
mony thereof is to be given only in due time.
It is net God’s design to let sll these thousands
of millions of death’s prisoners loose in a great
peli-mell, helter-skelter. Far from it. Jehoval
has laid fer-reaching plans for the orderly
dealing with and providing for the wants ot
that vast horde of people. His plans are so well
laid that every phase of the process of liber-
ation will proceed with smoothness and to the
advantage of all. With this purpose in view,
the heavenly Father has been quietly gathering
out from amopg humanity = class of individuals
who are te serve in the capacity of inatructors.
These arc not chosen in an arbitrary manner;
but the Lord has issued an invitation that atl,
within & limited time, who are willing to pay
the price, shall be granted the privilege of a
chare in this grand work for mankind.

Preparation of Instructors

In our own school system instructiem is
general, but no one is comipelled to becomo &
teacher. If, however, he wishes to hecome a
teacher, then therec are certain requirements
which he must mest. Se with the church of this
Gospel age; it 18 to be made up of volunteers
who faithfally fulfil that which they agree to do.
These couditions are perfectly plain: “If auy
man will come after we, lot him (1) deny him-
selt, and (32) take up his croxs, and (3) follow
me”. (Matthew 16:24) Those who appreciate
ihis privilege of being Christ's disciples more
than they appreviate anyihiag else “Yollow the
Lamb +whithersoever he gocth” and “love not
their lives unto death”. (Revelation 14:4; 12:
11) These have never been, nor were they in-
tended of the Lord to be, numerous, prominent,
or influential in the affairs of the world as now
conctituted. They are granted some liberties,
are made “trustics”, with a view to being made
more useful to the Lord as announcers of his
message of good clieer. The Seriptures spesk
ot this temporary blessing as being justified by
or in respoose lo taith. (Romans 3:1) The
prizoa samit is stll wern; aud tha prisoners in
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general, the world of men, do not recognize
that these are much if cuy different from the
rest. But they are happy in the conscionsness
of coGperation with God (2 Corinthians 6:1)
and their reward lies beyond their present trial
time, when they are not only o be liberated in
the fullest sense from death and all its effects,
hut are to be made deputy parole officers under
Christ Jesus, the chief officer, and in full har-
mony with the divine department of justice.
(1 Corinthians 6:2) For such responsible and
exalted positions Jchovah has arranged for
them to have the superior powers and capacities
of the divine nature, the highest of natures.
—2 Peter 1:4.

The invitation of this Gospel age appeals
only to those who are unsatisfied with the pres-
ent conditions and who long for higher, nobler,
and better things. The most of mankind still
prefer the prison conditions, though the first
rays of the oncoming Golden Age day stream-
ing in threugh the bars at the windows serve
to emphasize those bars and to make the in-
mates less satisfied with their conditions than
before. It is for this reason that dissatisfaetion
ig so rife in the world today. Sclfishness, theft,
and various forms of lying abound in this
Prison; things are not what they seem. The
most of those who respond to the light are of
small or very ordinary powers, and they are
very conscious of their lacks. Perhaps a few
have more than ordinary endowments, hut, if
80, they realize that the hest this world has to
offer is fleeting and that “the paths of [earthly]
glory lead but to the grave”.

Some Leberated by Faith

But whether high or lowly, according to the
flesh, all the Master's true followers earnestly
desire the divine help and hlessing. Since they
cannot serve him properly without being fres,
he liberates them in advanee of the world, in
folfillment of the prophecr, “The just shall live
by faith”. (Hahakluk °: 4) Ever =ince his re-
surrection our Lord has in his hands “the keys
of death and the grave”. (Revelation 1:18) A
key means authority plus technical ability to
open a gn en door. So Jesus has in his hands,
or at his disposal, the merit of his ransom sacri-
fiee with*which he satisfies the sentence of death
first against his followers of this age, and soon
he will use it to make the balance of the prison-
ers free. (I John 2:2) Concerning the church

it is written: “There is, therefore, now no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the spjrit.
For the law of the spunt of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.”—Romans 8:1, 2

When this specially chosen and prepared
clnss is complete, then will come the time for
the opening of the prison for the residue of
men. {Acts 15:17) But how can those who sleep
in their graves, those who arc shut up in the
dark cells of the prison, be set free? The
Master replies: “All that are in the graves
shall hear his voice and shall come forth; they
that have done good, unto the life resurrection
{to iminediate and perfect spiritual life for the
saints of this present age; to human perfection
for the Old Testament saints, who had the testi-
mony that they pleased God~—Hebrews 11:5]:
and they that have done evil [the vast majority
of mankind who have done evil in the sense of
being imperfeet and unjustified] to the judg-
ment resurrection”. (John 5: 28, 29, R.V.) This
is the Judgment time concerning which the
Prophet speaks: “When thy judgments are in
the earth, the inhabitants of the world will
learn righteousness”.—JIsaiah 26:9.

At the end of thig Gospel age (which is now
at hand), when the great antitypical Priest shall
appear before the mercy seat for the sins of all
the people, then the sentence of death against
mankind will be canceled, completely trans-
ferred to the account of Jesus, and the opening
of the prison on behalf of the world can take
place. Since the Jewish nation was peculiarly
condemned hecause of their relationship to the
Law Covenant, they may be deseribed as being
in a separate cell house, though really no mors
dead than the rest of mankind. But all these
ex-conviets, Jews and Gentiles, will be let out
on a general amnesty and under the care of the
Qreat Deliverer—an amnesty which has some
of the aspects of a parole. If, when liberated
from death, the individual still prefers sin to
God’s holy and righteouns laws, he will be re-
manded to prison; but in such a case he will zo
back under a sentence of his own. “In those
days they shall suy no more, The fathers have
caten a sour grape and the children’s tceth are
set on edge. But everyone [who dies] shall die
for his own iniquity.” (Jeremiah 31:29, 30)
John the Baptist expresses the thought in other
words, when he says: “He that believeth on the
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Son hath life: and ke that believeth not the Son
{after full light and opportunity]} shall not sce
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him”.
~John 3:36.
No Change In Death

The Messiah, the great antitypical Prophet-
Priest-King (Deunteronomy 18:15), will not only
he the deliverer “to bring out the prisoners
from the prisen, and they that sit in darkness
out of the prison-house” (Isaiah 42:7; 49:9),
hut “the government will be upon his shoulder
and he shall be the Prince of Peace”. (Isaiah
9:6) One of the first acts of thizs new Prince
vi!l be the exercise of complete restraint over
Satun, the prince of darkness (Ephesians 6:12),
that he may deceive and mislead no more those
who were his captives throughout all the Mes-
sianic thousand-year reign.—Bevelation 20:1-3.

And will death’s prisoners know and be known
of their friends when they come forth in the
resarrection, gradually, every maa in his own
order? To this yuestion we have the Seriptural
assurance that they shall return to their former
estate (Iizekiel 16: 53), or to the same state or
condition of character which they possessed at
the time of complete death If they were wise,
just, loving at death, they will -be wise, just,

loving in the same mecasure when brought forth -

from death. If they -rcre unwise, unjust, un-
loving at death, they will be uuwise, unjust,
unloving in the same mcasure when they are
called forth from the tomb; for there is no
cbange in death. “\Where the tree [man] falloth.
there it shall be”—until outside power raise
it—Icelesiastes 11: 3.

An illustration: At the close of the Civil
War, Southern prisouncrs were released from
the war prison at Columbus and other places.
Those were the same men that had been put
there, some of them almost foar years before.
There were certain changes in body, but they
were the zame individualg, able to recognize
themgeives and be recognized by oithers outside,
They returncd to iheir homes in the South and
wrre recognized by uacquaintances there. But
zreat changes hed tuken plaec in their howe-
laond. When they loft, it was in a state of
turmoil and the ixsue was undecided as to what
wrre to Be the dominant governmental prin-
ciples in the land. \When they returned. lezal
prace had been established: the question of
government had been determined, though there

were great necds in reconstruction. So will it
be when death’s prisoners are released.

Prison's Blight to Disappear: .-

The tendeney of imprisonment is to deterior-
ate body, mind. morals. So the effect of the
sentence of death upon mankind bhas been de-
terioration in every way. It has affected man’s
mind until his once lordly intellect is pitiably
unbalanced; it has worked upon his body until
he has a mere semblance of his onee noble
organism; it has dulled his moral faculties
until he actually thinks right is wrong and’
wrong is right. It is for these reasons that the
Scriptures state that darkness, or obscuritr,
covers the earth—huwnan soclety. (Isaish 60:2)
This darkuess is in the minds of people respect-
ing the true character of Jchovah God. The
Lord Jesus intimated that any dearth of this
darkness should be considered a great and
special blessing : ‘Blessed arc vour eyes for they
sec: and your ears, for they hear”. (Matthew
13:16) Those who experience now the enlight-
cning of the eyes of their understanding (Eph-
estans 1:18) are but a handful, a “little flock”
(Luke 12:32), in comparison with the unnum-
bered hosts which are to have the same blessing
ing the futere; “I'or the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover
the sea”. (Tsaiah 11:9) Man’s poor discern-
ment of, disinterest in, and universal want of
conformity to the standards of righteousness,
which Jehovah originally established for him,
vill then be done away with. “Then the eyes of
the [spiritually] blind shall be opened, and the
cars of the [morally'] deaf shall be unstopped:
then shall the lame man [now unable to walk
well in the ways of righteousness] leap as an
hart and the tongue of the Gumb [those wio now
have no word of praise fur Jehovah] shall sing:
for in the wilderness [the bavren state of human
society] shall waters [ef refreshing truth]
break out, and streams {eodrdinate proclama-
tion of truth] in the desert.—Tsaiab 33:3, 6.

It will be a happy time when the great prison
doors swing out. They opened in more than six
thousand years ago lo rreeive the first pairy
theyv vavued again on Colvary to reeeive our
Lord Jesus as he guve his perfect life as a
ransora priee. But it was not possible that “he
fas a new ercature | should be holden of death”
(Acts 2:24), wu lie priron doors apcued out
for the first time on that joytul resurrection
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momming when the angels announced, “He is
tisen”. (Matthew 28:6) 'The promise was alzo
made to the chuorch that “the gates of death”
should not. prevail against her. {Matthew 16:18)
Thongh the {ollowers of Christ have died ap-
parently like the rest of people, this promise
was fulfilled to therm who had slept in mncon-
sciousness throughout the Gospel age when, in
1878, the sleeping saints were called forth into
the first resurrection to glory, honor and im-
mortality; and since then each <aint at his
change has entered into glory. Having been
sown in weakness, they were there raised in
glory; having heen sown animal, or human,
bodies, they were then raised with wonderful
spirit bodies, that they might more effectually
serve God and bless mankind.

~.Comfort and Guidance Needed

These are therefore the first-fruits of them
that slept; Christ Jesus being the first of the
first-fruits (1 Corinthians 15:20; Colossians 1:
18), but when mankind, the after-frmts ghall
be gradually ecalled forth from the temb they
will be in nced of the sirong, paternal guidance

_and the tender, maternal iutercst of the Christ,

Head and body, who shall then occupy power-
ful positions as spirit beings. Instcad of the
derkness which now prevails m the mirds of
the people, the glorious Sun of Righteousness
with healing in his beams will be shining; and
into that blaze of warmth and light shall come
the blinking, somewhat bewildered prisoners of
death, to be instructed, helped, and blessed up
the highway of hohness then open until, if they
will, not only all traces of. the sentence of death
will be gone, but also all effects of the sentence,
2ll imperfection. A perfect mind, a perfect
body.a perfect environment, perfect life, and,
last of all, perfect dominion will be restored to
{nose of the now benighted prisoners of hope
wha will then be willing and obedient toward
God's laws., Thus it is that “the Lord looscth
the prisoners”.—Psalm 145:7.

The time for the deliverance of the prisoners
is at hawd., The terrible sform of the World
War whiek has just svept the nations Jesus de-
¢lared weuld be the beginning of the tearing
away of Lhe old order of llxm ¥, preparatory
to the \mauﬂuat‘on of {he new order, under
which ol tht priconers will come forth from the
prizon-house. Another spasm of troubie must
come, and then another, cven greater than the

preceding ones; and then the still small voies
of comfort and comseolation to all that monrn.
These will follow quickly one upon the other.
et all the prisoners who yet have a measure of
life take courage; for notwithstanding the
trouble and suffering on every hand, the Golden
Ago is at the doors. Let them rejoice for them-
selves and for their fellow-prisoners who ave
resting silently in the prison-house of death,
that <hort1v now the testimony concerning the
love of God through Christ to the redemption
and deliverance of mankind shall be given to all.
“There’s a wideness in Ged’s mercy,
Like the wideness of th~ sea;
There’s a kindness in his justice,
Though severe his judgments be.
For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man’s mind;
And the beart of the liternal
Is most wonderfully kind.”

] JUVENILE BIBLE STUDY

One questien for each day is provided by this journal
The parent will tind it interesting and helpful to have
the child tuke up the question cach day and aid 1¢ in
finding the answwer in the Seriptures, thus

a knowledge of the Elble and where to ind in it the
things dewired.

1. Q. How should we tnicrpret the
symbols and dark sayings of the Bible?

A. A parable is a word pictore intended to
teach a lesson and to illustrate some plain trath
taught by the Bible. Parables and symbols
should be interpreted in harmony with the plain
statements—2 Peter 1:20; 2 T1mothy 3 16;
Psalm 97:11. ,

2. Q. How did Jeswus speal: to the multibudes
arnd why cowld they not understand him?

A. Jesus always spoke in parables to the mml-
fitnde. (Matthew 13:34) He spoke plainly to
his disciples. (Matthew 13:10-16) It was God’s

due time for th» disciples to understand, bat .

not for the multitnde. Jesus was hiding the
divine secrets from the worldly wise and pru-
cent. He explained his parables to the diseiples,
thanking the heavenly Father that others, with-
out fauh could not understand the mysterics
oi his eoming kingdom. But God has a due time
lm~ all to understand.—John 3: 28, 29: Matthew
123 anhanlahi’» 8,9: Psalm 23:14; 1 Cor-
1nth1ans 2:14; ¥ Cocinthians 4:4.
. Q. How did God give us the Brible?
A‘ He inspired men to write it, his spirit
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operating upon the minds of men. The spirit
of God is invisible, yet all-powerful. No other
hoolk was ever inspired by God.—2 Peter 1:20,
21; 1 Peter 1:10-12; Habakkuk 2: 23 Heb. 1L: 1.

4. Q. What is ile general teuching of the
Bible?

A. Genesis, the first book, tells us about the
ereation, how sin entered the world and how
man lost the blessings of life. Revelation, the
last bock, tells us that sin, sickness, sorrow,
pain and death shall some day all pass away.
Other hooks show Jehovah's program, contain-
ing promises of comfiort and good cheer, as well
as many historiczl narratives of men and
-nations.—Genesis, ckapters 1-3; 1 Corinthians
15:22; Romans 5:12; 1 Timethy 2:4-6; Hebrows
2:14; 1 Timothy 2:14; Revelation 21:1-G.

5. Q. What is the diff erence between the Old
and Ncw Testaments?

A. Briefly stated, the New Testament is
concealed in the Old, and the Old Testament is
revealed in the New. i
Luke 24:27; Isaiah 61:1.

6. Q. Why is so much history of the Jewish
nation found in the Bible?

A. The Jews were the only nation under a
law covenant with God, and the things of their
history were recorded to foreshadow good
- things to ecome. (Hebrews 10:1; Amos 3:2;
1 Corinthians 10:11) This history also furnish-
es a wonderful time table, enabling us to deter-
mine where we are on the stream of time.—
Romans 5:6; Acts 17:26; 1 Timothy 2:6.

7. Q. Does the Bible teach anything concern-
ing the future?

A. Jesns said the holy Spirit will guide us
into all trauth and show us things lo come.—
John 16:13; Revelation 2:2, 3; Isaiah 35:1-3;
Revelation 21 4; Isaiah 55: 13 11:6, 9.

8. Q. Is the Bible true?

A. Yes, when properly translated. If we take
an auto trip and have a guide book which peints
out everything along the road, that we would
say is a true hook. The Bible is a lamp unto
our feet and a light unto our pathway.—Psalm
119:105; Isaiah 55:11; Hebrews 6:18; 2 Tim-
othy 2:13.

9. Q. Wy do so many persons say the Bible
is not true’

A. Because tkey do not understand it. They
may not desire to stndy it, nor be honest enough
to believe it, or humble cnough to accept it—
Tsaiah 53:8, 9; Psalm 25:9; 2 Corinthians 4:
4; Zephaniah 2:3; Psalm 97:11.

10. Q. Is the Bible “an old fiddle upon which
any tune can be played”?

A. No. The Bible when understood is like a
beautiful harp, which yields sweet melody when
rightly played. It is filled with good tiding
of great jov which some day will come to all
people.—Luke 2:9-11; Psalm 30:5; Isaiah 1:
18; Isaiah 60:2, 3; 2 Peter 1:19.

it. @. Does the Bible coniradict itself?

A. No, not if we use the key to the Bibie.
The key is this: “In doe time”—*“rightly divide
the word of truth,”—Proverbs 4: 18; 1 Timothy
2:6; 2 Timothy 2:15; 1 Peter 3:15.

12. Q. Did ome man write the all Biblef

A. No, it was written by many writers, These
men lived hundreds of years apart, yet their
messages are in perfect harmony. The fonr
Gospels were written by four different men and
agree 18 all substantial parts,

13. Q. Who wrote the first five dooks of tha
Bible?

A. ‘Moses.

14. Q. How many books are in the Bibles

A. Sixty-six.

Ye Shall Not Sleep

T Sleep on, ve brave, In Flanders Field?
Sleep on nad rest, where poppies grow
and fruziance yield.
Sleep o1 ‘til Suton's ruce is run,
And stilled are hutred, greed wad zum,

\‘ Sleep on, ye dead, where poppies grow
Detween the Crosses, row ol row,

-y For Christ has come twith us to dwwell.
“He Lnth the keys to Death and Hedl",

Sleep Bn. dear hearts,
. Lut not forever sball ye dweil

In Flander's TFields,
Saith 1le, who conquered Death anod Hell;
Zeith He, who doeth all things well

Ye ahcll not sleep where poppies blow
Beiueen the crosses, row on row.

Nay, wot Lor long,

For that great <ay, so long foretold,

Bx Sage, and Book, and Prophets old—Is come.

And soon Tha Christ, the preseat Christ,
Will say, “Come forth, Arise!
“Tis Barth's glad Day, God's Paradisa™
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TRAVEL AND

“MISCELLANY

~ Iguazu to be Put to Work

FOBTY million dollars are nothing after an
orgy of spending in which forty billion was
“blown in” without a thought. And debts no
longer disturb anyone, when they run into
hundreds of billions.

Forty million is the sum which it is estimated
will be necessary to go into debt to put Iguazn
to work. Iguazu is to be found about 800 miles
from Buenos Ayres on the border between
Argentine and Brazil, and is a series of water-
falls, 275 in number, some of which rival the
Niagara Falls,

The world scareity of coal is particnlarly felt

-in South America, where coal is not abundant;
and the Yankees of the South have leng looked

forward to the time when the cities, railways’

- and industries of Argentine might get their
light, heat and power from Iguazu.
The plan provides for s two or three-year

= building operation, producing 150,000 horse-

power at first, and ultimately 300,000. Some of
the water power is in Brazil, and that country
is likely to fallow the example set by Argentine.

One of the greatest treasures a country can
have is its waterfalls. That the phenomena
which produce these sonurces of beneficent power
are among the treasures of the Almighty may
be inferred from the statement that “when he
uttereth his voice, there iz & multitude of rain
in the heavens, and he causeth the vapors to
ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh
lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the
wind out of his treasures”.—Jeremish 10;13.

Millions for the Chinese

F OR a traveler to fall sick in China prior to
the advent of Western civilization meant
that mothing hut nature would come to the
rescue to get him well. It is getting better, as
sciencd*{akes the place of superstition, and the
American-taught practitioner helps the sick to
recovery. -

In this work the Rockefeller Foundation is
doing so g snbsta.ntul. Over $2,000,000
bave been expended in the establishment of
medical ifistitutions to teach the Chinese
modern medical practice. Existing medical

schools and hospitals have been aided by the

RN

Foundation, byt the two 'pl:incipal institufions
are the Pekin Union Medical College under:
oonstrucnon, and the Shanghai Medical College,

buildings for which are to go up as soon as " -
" there is a sofficiency of building materials.

This is an excellent use of wealth. No lover
of humanity would begrndge the millions of
American money flowing to the help of the
Chinese. In a way it is owed to them to make
a sort of restitution for the untold damage done
by the long encouragement of opium by “ecivil-
ized” nations making money out of the viee. -
The more millions that can be sent to help.
people that are worse off than we are, the
better; for such manifestations of interest go
far toward promoting good feeling between the
races.

This, however, is nothing to the gigantie
benefits that ‘will flow to the more backward..
peoples when the Golden Age is fully ashered:
in. Not millions, bat billions, will be considered -
the proper thing, when the great motive in the
hearts of the people will be, not greed, tut thé.
genuine brotherly love that we are assared will
prevail throughout the whole world under the ..
auspices of the better day, about to dawn. =

And Still They Leave Us
TWO boys read of a lucky stons to ba fonnd '

only in swallows’ nests. They looked for -
the nests on top of a barn, and one of them fell
forty feet and was nearly killed.

An auntoist was preparing to replace a pune-
tured tire, and dropped an inflated tire to the.
ground. It exploded with such force that it
shattercd both his legs.

A big copperhead snake crept into the wooden
box that holds the bell at a railroad erossing,
and put the bell out of commission. A party
of autoists drove over the crossing and two
were killed.

On Long Island a storm blew down an elee--
tric wire across the road. An army officer
passing in his automobile struck the wire and
was instantly killed by the currcnt

In Ohio a man was aesisting the loeal volun-
teer fire department to put out a fira, An elec-
tric feed wire fell agai.nst the hose, and the
eleetric current, passing through the metal
nozzle which the man had hold of, killed hn'n.

.x_
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