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LABOR AND

The Food Supply

FTJW questions are of greater human interest
just now than that of food. Everybody must

eat to live, and all are interested to kmow

whether there is food enough in the world to

fecd its millions, and if there is how those thut

need it can get it.

As a whole the American erops are excellent;
and in the matter of live stock we have now
4,609,000 more swine, 350,000 more milch cows
and 287,000 more of other cattle than we had a
yenr ago. Australia has a vast surplus of food;
and the crops in Canada, Sonth Africa, Argen-
tina and in many parts of Europe were all of
generous proportions.

The great American hen continues to do her
duty. Last year she produced, it is ealculated,
23,052,000,000 eggs. That looks like a lot of
eggs; but it amounts to only 210 eggs per year,
or a little more than one every other day, for
every man, women and child in the United.
States. Probably the poultry raisers ate some
egegs which have not been counted. :

1t requires a great quantity of food to sqpply
110,000,000 people for a year. A little while ago
the Government disposed of what many people.

" thought was a large surplus of food, accumula- -
. ted for the army; but somebody got to figuring

on the total and estimated that the whole lot

". did not amount altogether to a day’s supply per

household. The Government bought this meat
at wholesale and sold it at the same prices, in
some instances for 50 per eent less than the

‘current pnees charged by dealers.

There is one article that is short, however, and

' that is salmon. The salmon catch, all the way

from Behring Sea to the mouth of the Columbia

ECONOMICS

River, is the poorest in the history of the fishing

business. In the great Frascr River, of British
Columbia, the salmon pack this year was only
7,000 cases as compared with 155,700 cases in .

1915. The Canadian Fish Commission believes

that the salmon business has been ruined by a
too efficient system of traps and seines in the
Puget Sound region; that the fish have been .
caught before 1hey could get to their spawning =
grounds, and therefore reproduction has ceased.
If this is true it is a pity; for salmon is a staple' &
article of food that will be missed. i

Chemicalized Foods . P
A GOOD many of the plants that were former-

ly engaged in the manufacture of alcoholie 7
liquors are now being turned into ‘‘food fae. -
tories’’, and we do not kmow whether to view.. *
this with pleasure or with alarm. It altdepends

upon what the chemists connected with these
plants intend to do.
If they are planning further assanlts npon the -

life insurance company’s mortality experience :°
tables by fixing up doctored frankfurters, cakes *

colored with egg-yellow made .from coal tar:

dyes, bleached fruits, processed rancid oils, *:
cream scoured with soda ash, corned beef and -

emoked ham redolent with chlorine, ice cream

eolored with ribbon dyes and pies made of re- -

juvenated decayed fruits, we can tell them now -+~
that there is plenty of this kind of material on *
the market and we can get along better thhout
these things than with them. ;
Just recently we discovered that the Horse
Aid Society has a connection with a Brooklyn
sausage factory, possibly the same plant, or one.
of the plants, in which some 60,000 diseased
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:attle were formerly tnmed into sausage an-

-nually, until the proprietors of the works were
‘sent to the penitentiary. Now these diseased

cattle are diverted; we do not know just what

_dows become of them.

Jf the chemists wounld turn thelr attention to
the nceds of the human system they would do a
great service to humanity. As an indication of

- possibilities along this line we note the familiar

fact that the human body eontains some sixteen
or seventeen elements; that the soil contains the

" same elements; and that the grain which grows

on the soil contams the same elements. Yet
when we make our grain into white flour we
take for human use the least nutritious portion
of the grain, contalmng only a few of the

.elements, and give to the cattle the outside of

the grain, the most nutritions and valuable
parts, and the only ones that contain the min-
erals needed by the system.

Dr. Wiley, the food expert, recently told the
House Committee on Agriculture that it is due
to the use of white wheat bread that at the
-nutbreak of the war only sixty per cent of our
. Joung men were found to be in proper condition
for military service. The human system is not
properly nourished by white bread.

" Milk as a Food

THE chemists or somebody else have heen
working away at the milk question, and

-have discovered a method for condensing but-

termilk and reducing it to a semi-solid condition
where it gives promise of being of great utility
in baking. It is said that this solid milk can be
added to bread, producing a more healthful
oaf, and one which takes a delicions brown at a
comparatively low baking temperature. This

. lower temperature allows the retention of a

larger amount of moisture.in the loaf. It looks
as though this discovery might be one of con-

' siderable value.

Fo- some tir:e a means has been used for
converting fres™ milk into a dry powder which
can be shipped anywherc and eighty per ecent
of the freight saved. This powder may be kept
for weeks, or even for months, and with proper
precautian can be remade into fresh sweet milk

.* at the end of that time. .
\ilk is ideal as a food because it has all five

uvs the elements necessary to human life and
growth, ‘fats, nitrogenous substances, sugar,
minerals a.nd vitamins or growth-factors. No

other food can take the place of milk for the
human infant. Without its vitamins the growth
is stunted, as is now so unhappily the case with
the million or more of Européan babies that
have never tasted milk; and there is an effect
upon the eye, called dryeye, which shows the
hunger of the child’s system for just what the
milk provides.

Because it is pertinent to our snb;ect and
because it is important, we mention here that
where infants of under eighteen months cannot

be nursed, the best available substitaute for the .-

mother’s milk is to be had by letting good fresh

cow’s milk stand until the richer portion has all .

risen to the top. To this top milk add an equal
volume of pure water, and to the mixtare add
one ounce of sugar of milk to each quart of
mixture.

way to ordinary coW! ’s milk.-

Distribution of Food

IT IS easy enough to eriticize our present
methods of distribution, but we ought to

criticize them and keep on criticizing them until -

we do something definite to improve a plan

After the child reaches eighteen .
months this prepa.ratlon may gradually glve«f\

whereby it costs from two to ten times as much -
to deliver foodstuffs to the consumer as it does -

to produce the food itself—a plan which has-

increased in “efficiency” until now every sixteen

people in the country support a distributor, as

against thirty-one people in 1870. Gambling in.

the stock markets has something to do with this
inefficiency; and Congress ought to make it

illegal for these gamblers’ quotations to pass -
through the mails or over the wires. In one day

there is more wheat sold in Chicago than comes
into Chicago in an entire year; and every time

it is sold there is a tax, however slight, laid on - =

every table in the land.

Another item which enters into distribution .
costs and the welfare of the people is the stor--

age of food. In August, a representative of
Swift and Company informed a Congressional’ . -
investigation cormmittee that the total supply of -

dressed mecats ready for the market on June::-

first was sufficient to last for only ten days. But - -

if that was the trath on June ﬁrst, and if the”

newspapers tell the truth, which is equally un-

certain, then it was not true three months later; «’ .

for at that time, and with men, women n.nd

children suffering for lack of food, it was estim- - “

ated that there was $2,000, 000 000 worth of food -
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stored in New York Czty, not a.ltogether in the
licensed warehouses, but much of it in brewery
lofts and other unlicensed places.

At that time, when the Government began to
get after the hoarders and profiteers in human
necessities, millions of dollars worth.of food-

stuffs were seized in a St. Lounis warehouse on

the charge that they had been held over three
months with the object of increasing the price,
. len million eggs were seized in Detroit, and

there were like seizures in Buffalo and else- -

where. At that time the charge was also made

that warehousemen were storing food in one:

city as long as the law permits, and then moving
it to another-city and re-entering it to storage

without keeping any record of the time when -

it was first stored.
- Because of their power, the five great packers,

- Swift, Armour, Wilson, Morris and Cudahy,

upon whom the nation specially leaned in war

time to supply food to the army, are now the

special objects of suspicion in the matter -of
profiteering. These five packers own ninety per
cent of all the refrigerator cars in the country.
In 1916 they slaughtered eighty-two per cent of
all the cattle, handled half the poultry, eggs and
cheese, and are rapidly gaining control of all
foods for man and beast. They are also making
large inroads into the marketing of building
material and foel commodities.

These five packers have gained control of 762
other companies. They now manufacture or deal
in 775 commodities and dominate the food sup-
ply of the world. The recent boost in shoe prices
is traceable o them in this way: Controlling the
hide supplv they took excessive profits and
passed the increase on to the manufacturer,
who added something more for himself, and the
wholesaler and retailer followed the same
- course. These packers quickly dominate any
field thev enter. In 1917 Armour first undertook
the =
the grcaicst rice merchant in the world, his
sales amounling” to more than 16,000,000
‘pounds. Immediately, the wholesale price of
rice increased eighty-five per cent.

The hig packers control ‘the stockyards to
which the nation’s meat supply is shipped,
control the commission men who are the pro-
ducers’ only representatives at the yards, dis-
criminate against independent packers who

would use the yards, prevent new packers from

! #ico; in that same year he became -

getting into busmess, and restrict the meat sup-
ply of the nation by so manipulating the live-
stock prices as to discourage the producers. A
favorite way to do this is 1o boost the market
until an immense quantity-of stock is known to
be on cars on the way to the yards, and then to
suddenly drop the prices so that on arrival at

-destination the shipper receives far less than

the stock quotations had led him to expect. . The

financial power of these packers is so great that

no competitor can hope to succeed if they use

“their power to brea.k down his credit.

. Oddities in Food .
"THE widespread use of the aut.omohxle has

so reduced the demand for horses, and the
growers find them so unprofitable, that the Gov-
ernmert has sanctioned the sale of horse meat,
with a view to killing off the surplus supply.
It also hopes to add to the leather supply by
this means. All horse meat or horse meat
products must be labelled as such.
The New York State Department of Farms
and Markets has issued an appeal to the people
of New York City to learn fo eat rabbits, calling

"attention to the fact that at prevailing meat

prices rabbits are cheap and wholesome food,
and are considered a great -delicacy in many
parts of Europe.

The United States Department of Agnculture
has been setting forth the virtnes and advan-
tages of the goat. The goat will eat anything,
stay anywhere and submit to any kind of treat-
ment. In return it gives a rich, creamy milk that
is especially good for babies and can be made~
up into seventeen different kirds of cheese.
Roasted kid is considered to be one of the most
delectable of meats.

In the foregoing, the Government has made
efforts to assist the common people in providing'
a meat supply at prices within their means, and
in this has done a good work. In times of high
prices for meats we might remember the con-
ditions in the siege of Samaria when ‘“‘an ass’s
head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver”
(2 Kings 6:25) ‘and the terrible conditions which
prevailed then and at the time of the siege of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70, when wonien even ate
their own children.

It is 8 comfort to know that these condmons
of scarcity are all temporary and will give way
to a better time when there will be plenty for all.
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“‘Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the
‘Lord will do great things. Be not afraid [of
food shortage], ve beasts of the field: for the
pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the_
trec beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine~
do yield their strength."—Joel 2: 21 22,

Benefiting the Cripples

BOUT 200,000 American soldiers received
such wounds during the World War that
they are more or less disabled and require spe-
‘cial training to fit them for the future. Human
nature is very forgetful of what it owes to its
benefactors; and these soldicrs, who might find
many ready to help them today, would not find

as many two years from now. Further, it can

not be long, in the nature of things, before
they will be expected to compete with those who
are uninjured, and when they do, it is necessary
that they be specially fortified by tra.mmg if
they would hold their positions.

The Government is undertaking the trammg
of all disabled soldiers; and experience has
shown that there is hardly any trade or pro-
fession that they can not master under the per-
sonal and kindly care of their teachers, provided

. they have the will to do so. Their compensatiox, .

when fitted for the new work, is usually superior
to that before they entered the service. While
learning they are given compensation of not
less than $75 per month if they live alone, and -
$30 for wife and $10 for each dependent child.
During the Golden Age there will be some
very wonderful healings of cripples. We read,
“Then shall the lame man leap as an bart”".
(Isaiah 35:6) We had some wonderful examples
of God’s power to heal during our Lord’s
ministry, and also during the days of the
apostles. How thrilling must bhave been the
scene, shadowing forth the coming glory of the
Moaezignic age, now dawning, when Peter said
to fthe man lame from his mother’s womb,
“Sjlver and gold have I none; but such as I
have I give thee: In the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took hirt
by the right hand and lifted him up: and im-
mediately his feet and ancle bones received
strength. And he leaping up stood and walked,
and entered with them into the temple, walking
and leaping, and praising God’’. (Acts 3:6-8)
Immediately following this wonderful exhibi-
- tion of God’s power comes St. Peter’s still more

wonderful sermon on the Times of Restitution
(Acts 3:19-21) a5 a result of which thousands
of Jews were converted to the Christian faith.v

Mining Under the Ocean
NE OF the oil fields of the Pamﬁc Coast,
lying within a few miles of Los Angeles, -
extends out into the Pacific Ocean, and a con- -
siderable number of oil wells are located at -
some distance from the shore.

In England, the workings of the Cumberland
coal field run two miles ont under the sea. The
ventilation of these mines is & nioe engineering
problem, but is successfully accomplished.

At Wor’kington,-England,’in the year 1837,
before the science of surveying was as highly
developed as at present, the sea burst throngh
and the workers were drowned.

Many of the oldest mines of England, long
ago worked out and abandoned, have filled with -
water in the lapse of time, a.nd constitute an -
ever present danger to the miners in adjacent
mines, who may be drowned at any moment.

A Coffee Shortage
HIS would look nice for a headline, would it -

not, in & day when we are fed with news . '

regularly that first this item of food and then
that item is not to be had at the old price
because the supply is so limited? . *

The facts are-that there probably never was
& time in the world when there was as much
coffee in sight as there is at this moment. About
half of the coffee-users of the world have been
without coffee for five years, and during that
time the production bhas been the same as ever.
The green coffee beans keep indefinitely, and
get better as they grow older. ° _

Maybe somebody can tell us, atop this mfor-
mation, why coffee that can be bought wholesale
in Brazil for 123c should ‘sell here at retail for
75c¢, but it is bard for us to understand. It looks

to us as though the system of distribution is

too well organized, so well organized that the
common people have not even a ‘“look in’’ un-
less they can arrange for- codperative buying.
Well! Anyway! The Golden Age comes
along, not all at once, but gradually. Given the
necessities of life in abundanee, and statesmen
who have a real and abiding interest in people,
it will not-be long before such a condition as

‘this will be corrected.
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~ SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL

The New Millionaires

HE new millionaires, created by the blood-

money of war profits, have distinguished .

themselves by a display of foolishness, during
the year 1919, unexampled hitherto in the
history of the United States, or in any other
country, so far as we can judge, with the pos-
sible exception of the Roman Empire in the
period just before its fall. .

" In the matter of personal adornment, nothing
has been too rare or too costly to suit the taste
of the newly rich. Dealers in gems have found
it almost impossible to import sufficient quanti-
.tics to keep their customers supplied, and the
gems sold have been of the very highest quality,
The dealers report that whereas they bave two
rush seasons, Easter and Christmas, this year
it has been Christmas in every day of every
month. This is an unhealthy state of affairs.
During the summer season, the most expen-
sive hotels in all parts of the country, with
rates ranging from $7 to $25 per day, were
unablc to care for their guests, and resorted to
the construction of automobile camps to'provide
shelter for those who counld not be accommo-
dated with rooms indoors. )
At Saratoga, where a club seat at the ring
gide is $8.80, and the cheapest admission is
$1.10, the grounds were packed as never before,
the gate receipts ranging from $65,000 to
$100,000 per day and the daily bets at the track
running as high as $2,000,000. In the great
. cities, bookmakers toured the sky-scrapers and
_placed other millions.
The gambling at Saratoga was not confined
: to horse-racing; but at the card table hundreds
. of thousands of dollars were repeatedly pivoted
»r#m the turn of a card. A similar mania is

reported from France, where fortunes are won -

aud lost in. u single play. It is supposed that
part of this high-strung nervons tension in
America and in France is due to the suppression
‘of- the liquor traffic iri this country and the.
cocaine traffic in France.

The women of France and England are
‘reported to have lost much of their womanly
‘modesty during the year, and perhaps the same
is true to some extent in this country. In France

and England the dresses are alleged to be
nearing the vanishing point, and if they get "
much worse in this country than they were at
some of the bathing resorts, we ean adopt the
Japanese style of separating the men and
women bathers by a line, and paying no further
attention to such little items as dress. At one
American resort over 500 girls were detained
by the police, and word sent to their mothers
to bring their daughters sufficient underclothing
so that they could go home in decency, or the
clothing would be supplied by the city.

At the most expensive restaurant in-New
York, where two tablespoons of coffee cost
fifty cents, the most beautiful and elaborately
dressed women of the age stand in line waiting
for an opportunity to obtain seats. The houses
in which some of these people live have cost
fabulous sums. One is alleged to have cost
$5,000,000. One man used 200 tons of coal to
heat his house during last year’s coal famine.
A woman expended $60,000 for au opera cloak.

IKvery one is willing to criticize these million-
aires, but in some cases we {ear the judgment
is too severe. We therefore urge that our
readers do not think too uncharitably of them.
Remember that they as well as tl:e poor are in
some respects under the control of the present
social system. Custom has fixed laws and bar-
ricades around their heads and hearts. False
conceptions of Christianity, endorsed by the
whole world, rich and poor, Tor centuries, have
worn deeply the grooves of thought and reason
in which their minds travcl to and fro. They
feel that they must do as other men do; that
is, they must use their time and talents to their
best ability and on ‘‘business principles’’.
Doing this, the money rolls in on them, because-
money and machinery are creators of wealth.

Thus they no doubt reason that having the -
wealth it is their duty not to hoard it all, but
to spend some of it. They perhaps question
whether it would be better to dispense it as
charity or to let it circulate through the avenues
of trade, and wages for labor. Under present
wrong conditions, therefore, it is extremely
fortupate for the middle and poorest classes
that the wealthy are “foolishly” extravagant”,
rather than miserly, spending lavishly a portion
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of the flood of wealth rolling into .their coffers—
for d.amonds, for instance, wluch require “dig-
ging”,
employ ment to thousands who would only add
to the number out of work if the wealthy had

no foibles or extravagances, but. hoarded al .

the money they could get.

In making these sug gestlons for the measure
of consolation thiey may afford to the poorer
classes, we would not be understood as in any
sense justifyving the selfish extravagance of the
rich, which is wrong, and which the Lord con-
demns as wrong. (James 5:5) Can we wonder
that many are envious, and some angry and
embittered, when they contrast the wastefulness
of the newly rich with their own family's
penury, or at least enforced economy, While we
wait until the Lord shall vindicate their cause,
we cannot wonder that such matters awaken in
.the hearts of many of the common people feel-
ings of envy, hatred, malice and strife such as
we see occasionally manifesting themselves in
the current news of the day.

Conditions of Newsboys
N INVESTIGATIOXN of the industry of
strcet markeling of newspapers in the
principal cities revealed interesting facts abount
the newsboys.

In Cincinnati, for example, there arc 2,800
newshoys, or 12¢5 of the boys of the city
between ten and sixteen. The boys are not
orphans; for 81.2¢; have botL parents living.

They are not from very poor families; 90%
of the poor families in which there are news-
boys receive no charitable assistance. The
Jews are 6% of Cincinnati’s population, but
furnish 29¢; of the newsboys, showing that the
trading instinct is a strong factor in tnrning
boys to the occupation. About 87% are native
born. The native born are 90% in Seattle, 80%
in Baltimore and 70% in Boston.

The daily earnings of newshoys average
_{wenty cents in Cincinnati, twenty-two ccnts in
Baltimore and twenty-eight cents in Chicago.
In England and Wales the earnings of 45,000
street traders are 123 cents a day, )

Many newshovs are in constant touch with
degrading or criminal surroundings. According
1o Maurice B. Hexter, Superintendent of thc
" United Jewish Charities, who made the Cincin-
nati investigation, the boys on two papers were
dealing with twenty-three supply men, of whom

polishing and mounting and thus give -

thirteen were colored men with extensive erimi-
nal records. In some cases the boys have to
bribe these men to obtain their quota of papers.
“No wonder,” says the Journal of Education,
“Iying, .cheating and gambling flourish”. '

Human Longevity
ONLY a little while ago we learned from the
“experience tables” that the average of
human life has gradually increased from 33
to 35 years. How is it that it is now said to be
shortening? Phe answer is that it is shortening
for those who have reached 55 or more years of
age, while it is greatly lengthened for.many who
would have died in infancy but for the superior
care infants now receive.

Between 1900 and 1910, in nine American
States, the average death rate for all persons
under 35 years of age decreased 15%. For
persons between 15 and 20 years of age this
decrease was as great as 19%. Between 35 and
45 ycars of age the decrease in the death rate
was 7%. Between™4d and 55 years of age it was
2%. But over 55 years of age the death rate
increased 9. The causes assigned for this
increase are chicfly diseases of the heart, kid-
neys, circulatory syvstem and apoplexy.

These discases of maturity, or “degenerative
diseases”, as the physicians call them, show
what we all know to be a fact; namely, that we
are living too fast. A French surgeon believes
that he has discovered a method to prevent all
these diseases of old age. It consists in grafting
the interstitial gland from a young animal to
an old animal, causing the latter to take ox_
youth and vigor. His first experiments were
with 120 animals, in each case with .success.
His next experiment was with a man over 80
vears of age, upon whom he grafted a gland
taken from a monkey. The. result was that in a
short time the man was restored to the health,

. vigor and mental alertness of a man of 30 vears.’

The time is at t{be door when the life of
humanity shall be returned to its youth, but

our understanding is that the restoration will -

be done by Christ; for the gift of God, eternal
life, can come only through him. (Romans G: 23)
Nevertheless, the French experiments are inter-
esting. They are adding to our fund of human
knowledge and at any rate enable us to see how
ecsy it will be for the Lord to perpetnate human
life indefinitely when, in due time, his kingdom

‘ shall be estabhshed in the earth.
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MANUFACTURING AND MINING

The Chilean Nitrates ‘By T. . H. Clarke

CHILI’S nitrate of soda deposits were dis-
covered by Indians about a hundred years
ago. In building a fire they noticed that the
ground took fire in various directions. Fearing
that this was the work of evil spirits they took’
specimens to the priest, who analyzed it and
piled the unused portions in his garden. The
next spring there was wonderful vegetation in
the spot where the nitrate had been piled.
Curiously enough, nothing grows on the nitrate
beds themselves; but when nitrate is mixed with
soil the results are marvelous. Experiments
have shown that on soil where nitrate of soda
was used the productivity lacked only about
twenty per cent of being donble what it was
w:thout the nitrate.

The only nitrate deposits capable of being
worked commeércially exist in Chili, and consti-
tute Chili’s most important article of export.
Fish skeletons have been found in these nitrate
deposits, and it is supposed therefore that at
some time the deposits constituted the ocean’s
bed and were formed by decay of its fishes and
seaweeds. The deposits are now found at eleva-
tions of 2,000 to 6,000 feet above the sea, to
which they have been raised by the earthquakes
that are characteristic - of the region. The
grounds are largely owned by the Government
and are auctioned off from time to time.

The rock in which the nitrate deposits are
found is generally white, but may be yellow,
gray or violet. It is salty to the taste and
roluble in water. The nitrate pampas are in
the midst of rainless deserts. The caliche
(nitrate rock) is broken up by explosives, trans-
ported by rail to rock crushers, boiled, refined,
crystallized, dried and packed in 2001b. bags
for shipwu-iii. Jodine and table salt are by-
produets ¢f“the process of manufacture. The
standard nitrate used for fertilizing purposes
is ninety-five Per cent pure.

1t is estimated that 50,000 men are employed
in the 167 plants engaged in the production of
commercial nitrates, and that three per cent of
the available deposits are being worked. During
the war Chili experienced a great boom, on
- account of the immense quantities of nitrate
used in the manufacture of munitions. The

mtrate has to be lightered out to vessels often

to a distance of several miles; but great eilici-

ency in this work enables the loadmg of as hizh

as 250 tons per hour, in spite of the hew\
swells frequently experienced.

-Surely God’s ways are not man’s ways. What

a strange thing that, out of these desert wastes,

ghould come something which is causing hun-

dreds of thousands of. acres of land in the

United States, and elsewhere, to yield almost.

double their usual crops.- The Lord .has avail-
able all the materials wherewith to turn this
earth into a Paradise again as soon as the
clock of the ages has struck the. t1me that suits
his plan and purposes.

Oil From Coal :
I MPERILED economically by the hard peace

conditions, Germany is impelled to thrifty
employment ‘of her resources. A resource lack-
ing in the German Republic is petroleum, and
the Germans are establishing vast factories to
convert coal into petroleum and coke. The coke
will contain most of the energy from the coal,
and the petroleum will be a clear addition to
the national resources. According to the claims
of Prince Loewenstein, 8 prominent chemist
and manufacturer, 134% of the coal can be
taken out and the remaining “cokelike” sub-
stance burned with only 2% loss of efficiency.
The 133% will comprise 10% crude petroleum,
131% benzine and 2% heavy oil. The govern-
ment plans to build huge plants for the proeess,
and to utilize the “coke” in the national rail-
roads, which hithérto have used annually about
12,000,000 tons of coal. The processing of the
coal will give 18,000 tons of benzine; 24,000 tons
of heavy oil and 120,000 tons of crnde petro-
leum for use in the nahon 8 industries.

The distillation of coal or shale for il is
not new. A process was patented in England in
1850 and another in this ecountry in 1854. By
1859 over sixty plants were working the Amer-

ican oil shales and supplying the newly invented.

“kerosene”, to take the place of the whale ‘and
animal 01ls and candles hitherto used for light-
ing. Up to 1860 the shale-oil industry pros-
pered, but the discovery of petroleum in liquid
form brought an end to the busmess.
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sand; but the hand of the diligent maketh rich”.
—Proverbs 10: 4.

!Jecrecued Efficiency

TN A manvfacturing plant no factor is as
. Daportant as the contribution of the workers.
he ability and willingness of the worker to
turn out all the work possible is all-important,

I nd has been a prime mover in the efficiency

{ nd profitableness of manufacturing industries.

War conditions have had an interesting effect
["poD .the working branch of meanufacturing.
‘ wceording to a large Philadelphia manufacturer
un investigation shows that the product per

mean per hour under identical conditions today .

.nd before the war is one-third less now than
‘hen. This is notwithstanding. an increase of

100% in wages. In an investigation covering

1 everal states the wage per man per hour had
ncreased 2405, while the product per hour
had decreased 629%.
Of course, the reliability of such figures is
" Yjeet to investigation as to motivea that might
wntrol the investigators. What the average
business man finds is liable to be what he wants
o find. Figures can often be “adjusted” to tell
' most any story. :
But if the figures are to be relied dpon, th
Outcome of easier working will resultin a smaller
:rolume of goods produced, less goods per capita,
and higher prices for the goods that are pro-
Auced. There is no question that if every worker
sroduced twicé as much there would be twice as
much available for distribution among the
workers, whether by the current wage system
Ar under any other régime. The only way to

| wpell plenty is w-o-r-k

Perhaps some of the let-up in work is owing
‘o justifiable causes. Somtimes in the past the
vorkers have been worked too hard, in which
case i-+ vught iu work less strenuously; for a
worker's health and well-being are of untold
more importance than the produet of his labor.
Knowing the tendency of employers in the far
and the recent past to drive labor beyond

see any improvement in working econditions.
Employers seem to think that they are a Iind
.. privileged class, not bound by necessity to

work to the extent they make their employes
work. They should remember that they are

“He becometh poor that dealeth with a glack:

andurance, persons of broad view are glad to-

subject to the same divine law as anyone else,
and that one of the requirements of even the
Mosaic law was the employer should so regulste -
working conditions “that thy manservant and
thy maidservant may rest as well as thou”.— -
Deuteronomy 5:14.- :

American Industries '
EXPRESSED in millions of dollars the capi- -

talization of the various industries of the
United States is as follows:

Railroadr $16,503, or €23%
Iron and Btecl .. 4281, or 10.7%
Chemicals R034, or 7.8%
Textlles 280, or 7.2%
Food 217¢, or 5.8%
Lumbar 1,773,)or 4.4%
Paper and Printing. 1,433, or 3.0% .
Bevernges o 1,015, or 27%
Metals {other than iron and steel) 1,013, or 20%
Stone, Clay and Glass_____ 887, or 25%
Vehitles 808, or 22%
TLeather %748, or 2.0%
Tobocco 08, or 9%
Miscellazeous 2,047, or B.4%

Torar, mﬁ or 100%

Economists divide human activities into pro- =~ -

duction, distribution, and consumption. Of the

industries here listed, those devoted to distribu- - ~

tion amount to 44.5%, and those -deévoted to
production are 55.5%, showing a substantial
cquality between the two. If farming, commerce
and finance were added, the figures would be
somewhat different. .’ )

1t is noteworthy that the one industry that
has been a drag on the others—beverages—

with a billion dollars investment, has been wiped =
‘out by national prohibition. It is the only one,
‘except tobacco, whose destruction ecould ‘not

cause some serions consequences. It is gone,
and is a good riddance. )
The industries of today, with -an American

" population of a hundred million, are nothing to .
‘those of the ineoming Golden Age when the

billion and a half world population will in & few
hundred years rise to over twenty billion. Of
this incomprehensible number over a billion

should be domiciled in the United States, and -
the industries of the country should be ten or ;

twenty times what they are now.

The contrast between those now having eon-
trol of these vital and indispensable interests
is suggested by two Biblical expressions: now,
“the workers of iniquity flourish” (Psalm 92:,
7); then, “in his days shall the righteous
flourish”.—~Psalm 72:7. - - . - '
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Short-Line Reilroading : _
GEOBGE M. BRINSON had put some $700,000

- of his own money into an 88-mile railroad
running out of Savannah,.Georgia. The line

ran through farm and timber lands and touched
no other large city. He was meking the road.

begin to show a foir retarn.

It was a typical, local, rural enterpnee. Mr.
Brinson was president, general manager, and
pretty much all the officers. He could pay his
wotkers better wages than they had earned oun
farms or in the timber. They gladly worked
hard for him, becanse he was a good boss. In
an emergency the shop men would put on extra
gteam to get the rolling stock ready for repew-
ed service. Others willingly worked the same
‘way, and regarded themselves much better off
than they had heen.

The road-bed was not yet seasoned and be-
fore putting good, substantial, new locomotives
on the line, Mr. Brinson bought five old “rattle-
trap” locomotives, to take the brunt of the
rough service and rack themselves to pieces.
The line bad =ome cars of its own, but not
enongh for the traffic; and it borrowed the
needed extra rolling stock from the big lines,
which wera getting new business from the Mid-
land and glad to accomodate 8 new “feeder”.

Mr. Brinson has appeared and testified before

. the House Committee on Interstate Commercs.

The road bad been in operation only a few
Vears before the American-German war. Now
ke cannot get 2 ehop-man to help out by speed-
ing vp when & locomotive is out of repair and
is nrgently needed to handle traffic. The big
lines no longer loan him their cars. The local
labor recéives the same wages as the Govern-
ment puys everywhere, He cannot make the
old dealr, to indoce traffic to- move over his
line, even if he could get the cate to carry it

The total investment in the road is about
$1,200,000, including $360,000 of bonds. Mr.
Brinson says the bonds are in default as to
interest payments; but the béndholders, being
local people, have not foreclored. He states
that he cannot possibly. operate the road to
tlear expenses, to say nothing of paying interest

on the bonds. The ‘value of his $700,000 in the

FINANCE COMMERCE TRANSPORTATION ‘ -

stock has been largely wiped out; and ﬂ:ere
seems not the slightest chance of ever declaring
dividends on the investment.

"Things lock blue, if not black, for the Mid-
land. And it is typical of the little roads which
have signed the shortline contracts governing
conditions 6f operation

The country’s railroad expansion requires
substantial, enterprising business managers of
Mr. Brinson's type. He is the kind of man that
throws railroads into new stretches of country,
and opens up and develops them. The railroad -
development of the land is in the hands of the
Brinsone, the executive beads of the hyndreds
of short-line feeders for the big systems.

How much does Mr. Brinson feel like building
another ghort-line road, like the others he has
built and suecessfully managed up to a paying
position, before he-sold them to others! What "
is to become of the necessary expansion of the -
country’'s roads? Who will develop the territory - -
just ready for new lines? ‘

The old is passing. Pethaps new ground will
be opened up effectively by truck lines. Perhaps:
cheaper transportation than railroads will be
found in the Ford line motor ¢ar. Inventive
genius is constantly working oft new and better
methods. Soon even the world will realize that

“old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new”.—2 Cofinthians 5: 17

A Very Weighty Matter

MB EDITOR: In your issue of October lst
1919, page 6, second column, you make a
statemeht which has been called in question,
viz., “Every year our railroads Ccarry 650 tons
for every mah, woman, and child in the land”.
I would like to ask whether this can be & mis-
print of a misstatement. If that meank each
man, woman, and child, and there are five in the |
average family, it wculd mean 3,250 tons {p be
loaded and unloaded for each family, and it
would look as if Dad would havé to hustle hvely ~
in moving freight, in addition to earning a
living.—E. M., Los Angeles, Calif., Oét. 25, 19&9; ‘
Just the Kind of shot ve might hnve expected
from 4 country where the climate is so perfect
that houses are a nuisance, clothing is & burden -
and the food question is u joke! E.M. ought to

(%
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live up in the frozen North through one or two
of our January and February water-pipe festiv-
ities, and “heft” our imitation marble "slabs,
our limestone-laden flonr, our “bony”-laden hard
coal, our “loaded” fabries; and then he would
lkmow why we have to have things up in this

country in the winter time in order to keep alive. .

Suppose now, E. M., that we were to get a
box of oranges from the paradise where you
live. It comes right through 3,127 miles to New
York. To start with, let us suppose it weighed
60 Ibs. Statistically speaking, when that box of
oranges reaches our front steps it will weigh
Just 93.81 tons. You just send the box right
along and see how bravely Dad runs out and
- lugs that 93.81 tons up the steps, and wateh the
smiles on the faces of the kiddies when he does
so. Railroad tonnage is figured in ton-miles.
650 tons for each person means 650 tons carried
one mile. But most of our things are carried
. many miles, and this runs up the tonnage. A
ton of Scranton coal in Los Angeles wonld
weigh, theoretically, over 3,000 tons. But,
pshaw, what is the use of our sending coal to
Los Angeles? They would not know what it
was when they saw ft.

Rice Imports
THE shipment of American foods to Europe
has had an interesting effect upon the rice
trade. In 1917 the total rice movement from
China and Japan to the United States was
33,486 tons; but in 1918 one American banking
company alone, through one American: port,
imported a quantity three times as great.

In 1694 a vessel bound for Liverpool from
Madagascar was blown so far out of her conrse
that she had to put in to Charleston, S. C., for

_repairs. While there the captain of the vessel
gave a small package of rice to one Thomas
Smith, te use as seed. It had been supposed
previously that rice wounld not grow in this
country, but Smith grew enough rice the first
year to almost feed the whole colony, and it has
been a staple ecrop of the marsh lands of the
southern states ever since. No doubt the Lord
knew how suitable is the Sounth for rice produe-
tion; and it was his hand that guided the Mada-

- gascar vessel to these far shores, and laid the
basis for a part of the great food supply that
will be needed by the myriads of mankind that
will fill the earth in the Golden Age

Canada’s Finances
THE new governing factors of Canada will
bave large problems to handlée. During the
four years ending with 1918, Canadian investors
advanced seventy-one per cent of the total sum
of $1,561,619,024 put into the war during that
period. In that time the national debt was
multiplied by more than five, and the interest
on the debt by more than nine. Within that
period, although the gold supply increased, the
paper money in circulation increased so greatly
that there arc now only forty-two cents in gold
back of every paper dollar, while in'1914 there
were seventy-four cents back of each dollar.
The Government’s requirements for the year,
on account of demobilization and other extra-
ordinary expenses due to the war, are estimated
at $800,000,000, of which amount only about
$280,000,000 can be provided by the revenues of

the country. Somebody must.“find” the balance. -

At the close of the fiscal year Canada’s debt
will be about $2,000,000,000, or $250 per capita.
The pension burden in Canada will be very
heavy. The 8,000,000 people of Canada will
try to pay in pensions an amount equal to that
paid by 50,000,000 people of the United States

to the Union Veterans of the Civil War.

No Solomon, or collection of Solomons, will
handle the complicated questions that modern
statesmen have to face without experiencing a
large part of the “distress of natioms, with
perplexity” which our Lord said would immedi-
ately precede or accompany the time when they
shall “see [with the eyes of their understanding]

~ the Son of man coming [into control of earth’s

affairs] in a clond [a time of trouble such as— ..

never was since there was a nation] with power
[irresistible] and great glory” (ultimately).
Then the Lord adds: “When ye see these things
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God
is nigh at hand”. (Luke 21:25-31) The new
Canadian legislators have a hard job ahead of
them, and in the end they will be even more
glad than others when the Lord lifts the burden
from their shoulders, and bears it away himself
by inaugurating the Golden Age for which we
have always longed. What a blessed condition
will then obtain everywhere! All who will ae-
cept the gracious arrangements of the incoming
Messianic kingdom will thereby be enabled to
return to divine favor and life everlasting in a
world-wide Paradise restored .
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POLITICAL— DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN

A Canadian Revolution

OBODY meed be alarmed when we state

that 'a revolution is in proeess in the great
country to the north of us. It is a peaceful revo-
lution, but none the less real. The people seem
bent on no longer entrusting their interests to
either of the two old parties, but of having a
housecleaning, from the ground unp. The work
of removing all the old political elements and
placing new parties and new men in charge of
the country’s affairs is in full swing, and
apparently nothing can stop it.

During the war the Canadians came to feel
more.and more a just sense of their country’s
importance in the affairs of the world, and at
its conclusion demanded separate representa-
tion of Canada at the peace conference and the
privilege of signing the treaty on their own
account. In the treaty as drawn there is no
distinction between Canada and other powers
signatory to it. This determination of the
Canadians to have something to say about how
they will be governed in the future is now
reflecting itself in the domestic polities of the
provinces and dominion. :

Throughout the war Canada was governed
by what the Canadians have called a Unionist
Government; that is, a coalition of the so-called
Conservative and Liberal parties, in which all
differences were meYrged until the war should
be won. Now the common people are raising
such a clamor to be heard on their own account
that the old line-up of the Conservatives and
Liberals bas been resumed, and for the delecta-
tion of the public the Liberal leaders have been
telling the people what they think of their late
bed-fellows. In a statement printed in the
public press they recently denounced the Gov-
ernment in these words:

“We charge that the Government has failed to
represent the people and has outlived its usefulness.
No body of men has the right to usurp power and
continue to rule without submitting its policy to the
consideration of the people. The Government has failed
to take the people into its confidence in framing its

- policy in the past, as also in formulating its policy

for the future.” ) :
The Canadian people as a whole seem to

" believe pretty much all that the Liberals have

had to say about their late bed-fellows, but

they go farther and believe that the Liberals
themselves are as untrustworthy as the Conser-
vatives. They claim that the whole arrange-
ment by which the people have been governed -
by orders-in-council, by which liberty of thonght
has been terrorized through wholesale arrests,
geizure of publications, and breaking-up of
meetings of law-abiding, God-fearing people,
through overworking the word “patriotism”,
has been, to say the least, extra-legal.

Now the Canadians seem to have reached the °
conclusion that, for them, terrorism shall cease
to terrorize. .And who shall gsay that they, at

‘least, have not shown some real common sense,

and some real patriotism? Does true patriotism
mean that one may never dare to have a differ-
ent opinion from that beld by the person or
persons who, for the moment, have the reins of
power? Or does it mean if one is really patriotic,
that he must wave his arms and throw his hat
in the air, and shout himself black in the face,
every time such person or persons give expres-
sion to a new.thought or to a contradiction of
an old one? )

The pew determination of the Canadian
people to be done with old party lines first came
to light in a by-election held in St. Catherines,
Ontario, in February, 1919. The District had
always been a Conservative stronghold. There
a new party, the Labor party, entered the field.
It bad been unknown hitherto, and a candidate
was secured with difficnlty. But it came very
near winning the election, and its supporters
claim that it did -win the election if the votes
had been honestly counted. It was a startling
indication of the temper of the people, of their
determination to have a real democracy instead
of an autocracy posing as a democracy.

During the summer there was another ex-
pression of the popular dissatisfaction with the
old Canadian parties in the troubles at Win-
nipeg. There were many things connected with
the Winnipeg troubles that have never becn
cleared up, and it is not generally kmown on °
this side of the line, even to this day, that the
majority of the Winnipeg strike leaders were
British-born, and of proven loyalty to Canada
‘and the Canadian people, right at the time when
they were being widely accused as fomentors of

4
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.disturbances among foreigners. In the Fall the
Canadian people had their long-desired oppor-
tunity to give an expression at tke polls of
Just how they felt about how things have been
managed by the old parties.

In October came the elections for the legisla-

ture of Ontario, the most populous, most con-

servative province in the Dominion. Besides
- the new Labor party, the United Farmers 6
Ontario, enother political party only two years
old, entered the field. These farmers are. abso-
lutely against any return to the sale of liquor,
are opposed to intervention in Russian affairs,
demand that Canadian politicians keep out of
European affairs altogether, welcome settlers
from oppressed lands to come to the Dominion,
have a plan of progressive legislation in view
which they hope to make into laws, and are
linked up with similar organizations of farmers
in the provinces of New Brunswick, Manitoba,
" Saskatchewan and Alberta, who furnished them
with speakers in the campaign.

The result was a campaign that is desecribed
-a¢ having taken on the nature of a religious
cevival. The women voters leaned more and
more to the side of the two new democratic

parties. Prominent men who entered the con-.

test on the Government side swung to the side
of the people during the fight. The outcome was
- & surprising victory of these two brand new
parties over the two old ones. The Conserva-
© tives, who had formerly held the control by a
‘total of 80 out of 111 seats, were dethroned,
ihnd the coalition of the Labor ahd United
 Farmer parties has 56 seats, a majority of pne
-over all the old party candidates and independ-
ents pit together. , -
The people of Ontario went o eonsiderable
trouble to lay emphasis apon their disapproval
-of the old parties.- A so-called lahor-soldier
_candidate was defeated apparently for no other
- reason than that he was Eacked by the expiring
i Conservative guvernment. One man was report-
: ed as.elected mercly because he had been attack-
‘ed as a Bolshevik. The mayor of Brantford was
elected, supposedly, because he ignored the
demands of the Conservatives that he should
not let one of the western labor leaders, Mr.
Ivens, speak in the city: .
. The gentlemai, Williamn Ivens, about whom
- the dispute in Brantford centered, is a Method-
ist minister, and at the time of the troubles in
Winnipeg was editor of the Western Labor

News, the official organ of the strikers. When
he was arrested and taken to the penitentiary
near Winnipeg, another getitleman, by the nisne
of Woodsworth, was placed in charge of the
same paper. The latter is an interesting
character, an idealist, for twenty years a
ninister in the Methodist chureh, huthor of &
patriotic book, entitled “Strangers within our

f Gate—Coming Cenadians,” founder of the

Winnipeg People’s Forum, founder o¢f the

Canadian Welfare League, and Director of the

Bureau of Social Research of Manitoba, 8as-

" katchewan and Albeita. At the end of a week

he -also was arrested on the charge of inciting
10 bhold an unlawful assembly. When the facts
were explained to the pébple of Brantford, they
seemingly concluded that those responsible for
the arrests of Ivens and Woodsworth were
entitled to a rebuke; and they administered it.

Since then the United Farmets have woh
three out of five by-elections in New Brunswick,
Ontario and Saskatchewan, points twenty-five
hundred miles apart. In New Brunswick the
United Farmers candidate was returned by a
3,000 majority over a returned soldier.” In
Ontario the Farmers’ candidate had a majority
of mearly 2,000 and in Saskatchewan of nearly
4,000 votes. This shows an awakened people.

The Farmers’ platform includes lowering of
tariffs on goods impotted from othet éountries,
especially if imported from Great Britain}
reciprocity with the United States; a tariff
commission; tayation of wunimproved land
Values; &n income tax ranging from 2% ol
$2,000 to 50% on incotnes of $100,000; inherit-
afice tax: incothe tax on cotporation profits;
public ownership of publie necessities} abolition
of titles: abolition of the Cnnadian senate;
national prohibition; referendum and recall;

_and complete equalization of the parliamentary .
- status of women.

We cantiot biit sympathize with the people in
their aspirations for a more demoeratic govern-
ment, and in these aspirations they approach

more nearly to the standards set forth in the’

Scriptures. To the confusion of those who

ignorantly elaim that the Bible sanctions an

established empire rule over the people, instead

of “a government of the peaple by the people,”- |

-be it noted that Israel had a republican form
of government which continued for over four
hundred years. And it was changed for that of

& kingdom at the request of “the Elders,” withi , . '
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out the Lord’s approval, who said to Bamuel,
ihen acting as a sort of informal president,
“Hearken unto the voice of the people in-all
that they shall ‘say unto thee, for they have not
rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that
I should not reign over them”. The people feel
their need of a wise and strong ruler and will
find him in the Lord, and in him alone, and that
shortly. The ncw parties in Canada may do
something to alleviate the condition of the
people; but they can not do much. The con-
ditions the leaders of thesc parties must face
- are very difficult. They will find themselves
confronted with problems they have not fore-
seen, and will be expected to produce changed
conditions more quickly thar will be possible.
We hope for them that they will be wise, and
kind, and just, and strong for the interests of
"all the people.

Governmnental Limitations

IT IS plain enough that if none of us ever did

anything, or produced anything, we wounld
all be naked, homeless and starved. Until we
get to work and produce something there is not
much to govern, unless it be to form a sort of

" mutual defense society to prevent the stronger
from killing and eating the weaker. Bo the
fundamental fact of government is work. “If
any would not work, neither should he eat.”
(2 Thessalonians 3:10) We must not get the
idea that any kind of government man can
devise will make it unnecessary for him to work
'‘And just now, when there is a shortage of
elmost everything that human beings need, due
to the great waste of the war, the governments
of the world are right in their conception that
anything that will cause the people as a whole
to produce more goods will be to the benefit
of the people as a whole.

1(\5' This brings us to the questidn of how men can
» * be

" be induced to produce more, so that there will
“ be more to divide. The prevailing rule. of
thought in the past bas been that the only

" - ..--thing that will induce the average man to put

forth his best efforts is a desire to own and to
hold things. And it must be admitted that there
" i8 a great deal of truth in this contention. A
gystem which makes each ‘man responsible for
the care of his own wife and children will cause
ihe average man to put forth more effort than
where his work will be used for the benefit of
the wives and children of others. .

‘the con

Any man who has the idea that it would be
better for the Government to own and operate
all the industries of the country would do well
to visit any public building in any city of the
United States and note the general shiftlessness
of the occupants, the dirt, disorder and indif-
ference manifest on all sides, and then turn to
any equally large bnilding in the hands of a
private concern and note the difference. The
general atmosphere of the one is dirt and lazi-
ness, and of the other cleanliness and industry.

The average man looks upon a political job
us an easy one; and while he has the job he is
liable to expend most of his energies in trying
10 retain the job rather than in trying to render
cfficient service. But if he bhas a job with a
private concern he kmows that he must prodyce

definite results, and that if he does mot do it |

he may lose his job. He sees other men about
who are doing their best to help themselves up
in the world; and his fear of what they may do
to him snd his family if he does not do the
work expected of him leads him to put forth
more effort than he might otherwise do.

So then there are some good things to be said
about competition. But competition in many

lines is gn abosolute waste. Two telephone sys- -

tems or two street railways in the same com-
munity are a nuisance. Two telegraph com-
panies render better service than one; but it is
o great waste to the community &8 a8 whole to
have to maintain two complete sets of offices,
poles, wires and equipment. Here is a legiti-
mate field for Governmental activity—how to
produce an absolutely reliable and efficient tele-
graph service, one equal to that provided by
private owners, but at less expense to the public.
The public should pay less to the Government
for such a service than to private owners be-
cause' & (Government ownership of telephone

-poles and wires would enable ‘the telegraph

lines to be operated in conjunction with them at
reduced cost. All the wires could be carried
upon the one set of poles. Governmental tele-
graph service in European countries shows
that this is a problem which, if pleced in the
right hands, can be handled efficiently by’ the
Government, and at reduced costs to the public.
Besides, the Government has facilities, through
the Post Office, for the delivery of telegrams.
. Competition, if it can be honestly maintnined,
shouid result in good service and low prices to

L . . ’
M ..
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er. But if all the milk dealers, for
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example, gather together and agree on certain
prices, competition ceases, and there is as true
& monoply as though one concern did all the
"business. And there is the disadvantage that
one concern  could ‘do all the work, and do it
more efficiently and more economically than a
dozen, all traversing the same streets, at the
samme time, with the same produmet. Which is
better, to have & real monoply and not admit
that it is such, or to admit that monoply is
mescapable in such a business, and*endesavor
to hold it in restraint by having the muniei-
pality itself engage in the business as a compet-
itor? In numerous cities abroad this plan is
followed with good results.

Unrestrained competition is bad, too; for it
leads to long hours, abominable shops and
factories, adulteration of goods, false represen-
tations of merchandise; and the dishonest under-
selling of competitors with a view to ruining
them. We must have the aid of a Government,
national, state or municipal, to prevent the
- stronger from Kkilling the weaker by laws of
itheir own making. Fortunately, at this stage
of the game, the worker himself has something
to say about it; and his protests against long
hours, low wages and unsanitary working con-
ditions all operate to the advantage of society
as a whole. He would render a still farther aid
to humanity if he would blazon upon the
housetops every act of adulteration of goods or
misrepresentation of them that comes to his
knowledge, even if he lost his job by doing it.

>

In that case the Government he has benofitted
ought to aid him in securing employment.

What is needed is a spring of human endeavor
other than the law of selfishness, a8 new well of
water, a law of love, a imotive that has the
interests of others more in view than one’s own
interests, which, however, should not be negleet-
ed. The present governments of earth are far
better than none at all; and we all do well to
think about their activities in econstructive
fashion, considering what they cen reasonably
do in the interests of the people as a whole
without at the same time becoming intolerable
nuisances by inefficiently and expensively doing
what private enterprise can do better, and b\
attempting to decide for us just how we shall
think on qnestlons in which they are interested.
The more the people expect the Government to
do for them, the higher will be the taxes which
must be extracted from the people in one form
er another. There is no escaping this.

_The thing that we all desire, whether we
know it or not, is the establishment of Christ’s
kingdom. “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:
10) Earth’s new King will know just what
laws to put into effect, and just how to enforce
them. He alone has the power to give such a
government as will insure neither sickness,
gorrow nor death to those who obey his just and
righteous will, This is earth’s hope, and its
only hope. And, best of all, “The desire of all
nations shall come”i-—-Haggau 2:7.

The Great Agnostic’s True Vision

I see a world

\here thrones have crumbiled
And where kings are duost
The aristocracy of idleness ~
Has perished from the earth.

I see a world without a slave.
Man at last is free.

alure's forees

Have by science been enslaved;
Y.ightning and light

WinA and wave,

earth and alr
the tireless tollers
For the human race,

I see a world at peace,

Adorned with every form of art;
With musi¢’s myriad voices thrilled;
While lips are rich

With words of love' and truth;

A world o which no extile sighs,

5Q

—

No prisoner mourns;
A world on which
The gibbet's shadow does not fall;

A world where lnbor reaps it full reward;
\Where work and worth go hand in hand,

I see a world

\Vithout the begoar's outstretched palm,
The miser's beartless, stony stare,

The piteous wail of want,

‘The livid lips of Les,

The cruel eyes of scorn.

I see a race
Without disease of flesh or brain,
Shopely and fatr.
And,
As I ook,
Life lengthens,
Joy deepens,
Love canoples the earth,
.Andovernulnm;rentdome
Shines the etermal star
Rodert G. Ingersoll.

Of human hope.
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 AGRICULTURE AND HUSBANDRY

Dehydrating Grapes

TEN tons of grapes in twenty-four hours is.

the record maintained by the first eom-
mercial dehydrating plant of the kind, located
in Pomona, California. It is a saver of waste
products; for forty-five per cent of the grapes
treated would have been -scrapped, because
broken or otherwise injured by heavy rains.
Country people are familiar with the old
method of drying fruits, by exposing them, in
trays, to sunlight, dust, flies, and germs. When
drying attains the dignity of a manufacturing

_process the old name is too commonplace and
- it becomes dehydration, which signifies the

extraction of water, or plain “drying”. Fruit of

- any kind may be dried by the new process, and

stored indcfinitely. When soaked with water,
the dry cells swell up, and the fruit regains
much of its original size and, according to the
inventor, most of its flavor. '

If dehydration plants were scattered general-
ly over the country and made as accessible to
the farmer as.a dairy, the over-production of
any kind of fruit or vegetable could be turned

_ from loss into profit; for the dried product

might be stored until the close of the season for
the fresh fruit or vegetable, and then be placed
on the market, without fear of deterioration, to
the advantage of farmer and consurher and to
the lowering of the cost of living. .
Dehydration plants make for easier work in
the kitchen. If there were a plant in a city the
housewives, instead of going to the labor and
expense of eanning and preserving, could bring

their . fruit to-the plant and get it back de-

hydrated and in a form most convenient for
preservation and use. Doubtless many new
recipes might be invented for sweetening or
flavoring fruits before having them dehydrated,
and hithertc anusual combinations of fruits and
vegetables might be made by enterprising
housewives. The existence of drying-plants in
towns and cities will open up an entirely new
field of enterprise and originality in home and
store. Grocers would need have no fear of loss
through spoiled fruit and produce; for any-

“thing approaching the danger line could be
" rushed to the dehydrating plant and.returned

in its new form ready for sale immediately, or

when the demand for dehydrated products
would make the operation profitable.

In the Pomona grape-dehydrating plant, the
grapes are placed in large trays with screen
bottoms, and slipped into hnge oven-like driers.
Heat cowmes from large gas burners; and heated
air is eirculated over the grapes by a huge fan,
which sends it through a net work of chilled
pipes, on which the moisture is condensed and
drips away, the dried air retnrning for further
duty. The repeated use of the air is one of the
secrets of the economy of the plant as compared
with other plants where the air is discharged
into a chimney. .

It is largelv the California wine grapes that
are being dchydrated, in order to meet th2
demand that will arise for the use of such ’
grapes for the making of wine in the home,
certain officials having ruled that evine may be
made for home consumption.

Savings in freight, crates, tin, sugar and
decay are claimed for the new process. Im-
mense losses can now be prevented in crops
that ripen quickly, or that are-damaged by
rain, frost or heat, and great:advantages are
predicted for honsewives in country, town and
city, wherever the dehydrated system obtains.

Poor humarnity needs the help that a general
economy of food would furnish, for now by tens
of thousands people in war-torn Europe are
being “burnt with hunger”. (Deuteronomy 32:
24) With what unspeakable relief will these .
distractcd ones welcome the day when “they
shall not hunger nor thirst” (Isaiah 49:10), and
“they shall be no more taken away with hunger
in the land” (Ezekiel 34:29); for with many
such improvements as that outlined above will
the Golden Age be blessed. - R

Buying in the Dark A :
HE latest in the land-shark. business is
“peanut units”. The guileless gullible buya

£0 many square feet or acres of land sweetened

with the promise of all kinds of profits from

peanuts that will be growvn on the land.- A

Chicago concern is said to be offering land in

Florida, to be planted. with peanuts, at the

modest (1) price of 2,500 for ten acres, or

multiples thereof at the same price.
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HOUSEWIFERY AND HYGIENE

- Typhus a Pestilence Now

UTRID {fever, ship, jail and camp fever are

some of the names under which typhus
fever has iraveled in the pasi, and through
which it has won an undesirable reputation.
It is now raging with the proportions of a
pestilence in the war belt from the Baltic Sea
to the Black Sca. Physicians are unable to cope
with it; and it is pronounced to be on far too
extensive a scale for even the Red Cross to
meet with hope of suceess.

The disease is rare in the United States be-
cause it is a filth disease and the Americans
are one of the cleanest people in the world.
When it occurs it is usnally among immigrants.
It is rare in European centers of population;
but in filth centers, such as certain cities of
Ireland, Russia, Egypt, India and Mexico, it
bhecomes epidemic. Its presence is both a mis-
fortune and a disgrace, because due to over-
crowding, bad ventilation, poor food, and bad
babits, which are the fruits of ignorance.

Typhus is like typhoid in some respects, but
is easily recognized, quarantined, disinfected
and controlled. It is communicated by contact,
by the breath, by germs arising from the ekin,
and by the dust of the room. Under favorable

fight the plague; and there are 10,000 people

for every doctor in Poland, with a worse con-

conditions about ten per cent of the cases die, -

but in eenters of filth and squalor the mortality
is appalling. It bzgins like typhoid, but develops
a dull red rash. Since the treatment consists
mostly in combating the causes that give rise
to the disease, it appears that it is not well
understood by physicians, who kave to let the
disease run its course of fonrteen to twenty-one
days, without being able {0 assist nature ma-
terially though they mitigate the suffering.

The prospects are that with the people of the

war zone exhausted, poverty stricken, under--

nenrished, and discouraged by the miseries of
war, the dreaded pestilence may spread from
its present zone of Lithuania, Esthonia, Poland,
Ukrainia, Serbia and the Balkan states into
Hungary and Aunstria. Only if prosperity can
be restored in other nations of Europe can the
typhus be prevented from extending itself all

- over the continent. There is a shortage of food

and medical supplies, and of soap with which to

dition elsewhere. It is the worst visitation of
typhus since the dark ages. ‘

This is one of the great pestilences “directly -

due to the war. It is one of the indications of
the end of this age, and of the early establish-
ment of the kingdom of God. It is written of
this timne that, “Before him [before the Golden
Age] went the pestilence” (Habakkuk 3: 5);
end Christ said that the days immediately be-
fore his presence would be’ marked by “famines
and pestilences”. (Luke 21:11) It is good how-
ever, to know that the pcnod of evil conditions
will be very short, and that the world will quick-
ly pass into the better days of the Golden Age.

Remedzal Foods

USE celery for any form of rheumatlsm or
dyspepsia. .

Lettuce for insomnia.

Watercress for scurvy.

Onions are the best nervine kmown.

Spinach for gravel.

Asparagus to induee perspiration.

Carrots for suffering from asthma.

Turnips for nervous disorders and for scurvy.

Raw beef for frail o nstitations and for con-
surnptives. Chop fine, season with salt, and heat
by placing the dish in hot water.

Cranberries for erysipelas. Use extemally 8s

well as internally.

Cronberries, raw, are good appetxzers

Cranberries in cases of yellow and typhoid
fevers are almost indispensable as a tonic and
to clear the system of harmful germs. For some
forms of dyspepsia there is no more effective
remedy kmown. Carry a supply and eat fre-
quently. during the day.

TUse cranberries for bxhonsness.

Fresh ripe fruit to pun.fy the blood and tone 4

up the system.
Sour oranges for rheuma.usm.

Watermelon  for epilepsy and yellc;w fever.

Blackberries for diarrhoea.

Tomatoes are a - powerful apénent for the -

liver, for, dyspepsia and indigestion
Banenas for chronic diarrhoes. .
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SCIENCE AND INVENTION

Creation Nearing Perfection By I. B. Alford
(Releused to Ths Jolden Age)
I T IS very manifest that in antediluvian times
the entire earth’s surface was of uniform
temperature and moisture—that there vere no
extremes of heat and cold, wet and dry as now.
'This means that the entire earth was in a much
more {ruitfal condition then than now. In one
.- certain locality—the Garden of Eden—absolute
. perfection prevailed. In this place the beauties
and grandeur of perfection were such as to
stagger the efforts of the most active imagina-
tion. The uniform temperatore and moisture
conditions prior to the Flood resulted from
“the waters above the firmament”-air-remain-
ing in suspension as is observed in the case of
the planet Saturn today. This canopy served
as a kind of hot-house condition, preventing
lowering of temperature. Hence, it rained not
at all, but “there went up a mist from the earth,
and watered the whole face of the ground”
—Genesis 2:5, 6.

This- equnble climate .and uniform moisture
insured an abundance of the most varied tropi-
cal vegetation, as well as animal life. As ewi-
dence of this fact note the finding underneath
glacidl ice-drifts of bodies of tropical animals
ih perfect state of preservation. An antelope
was found thus recently with undigeated grass
in its stomach. And more recently still, during
the summer of 1919, specimens of fnnts, such
A8 oranges, lemons, bananas, cocoanuts and
many kinds of edible fruits now extinet, were
found in a petrified state underneath an old
avalanche at the base of White Mountain in
Pennsylvania. Also the petrified remains of
fre —-tuzarrln snd horned toads were in evidence
i ¥ same locality. v ,

. whitt does this prove?

Simply that iiiere was once an abundance of
tropical fauna and flora in the present state of
Pennsylvania. Then what magical wand hath
wronght so great a transformatlon from trop-
ical to low temperature conditions? The answer
is, The Flood of the Bible in Noah’s day.

Let us now follow “the waters above the
firmament”, and see them gradually collect
under the influence of earth’s centrifugal force,
about the poles until the great pull of gravity

there causes these waters to be precipitated in
great deluges upon the earth. With the breaking
of this canopy the hot-house eondition of the
earth was released, and the waters froze as
‘they fell and entrapped under mountains of
snow and ice many unsuspecting forms of life.

It might be well for geblogists who have tried -

in yain to ascertain the time and cause of the
- great (lacial Age of history to consider again,
.in the light of the canopy theory as above
stated, the Scriptural narrative of the Flood
It is very manifest that during the .earliest
periods of earth’s deve]opment only the lowest
forms of life were in existence. This is ac-

counted for in the light of the fact that the .

relative proportions of the various elements of
ihe earth’s atmosphere were .such as to sustain
only those forms of life at that time.

With the passing of time through the several
cpochs in the creation of the earth both the
-temperature and the component elements of the
air underwent great changes. As, for instance,
in the Carboniferous Age, the surplus amount
of carbon-dioxide of the air at that time sup-
plied this necessary element to the rank forests
with which the earth was covered, until a dimi.
nution in the amount of carbon, by reason of
its abeorption, caused such rank growth to
cease, On account of the ‘absence of animal
life at that time there was no way for nature to

~2aintain a balance of atmospherie conditions ns
now. This condition resulted in the death of
the vast forests of that age. But being highly
impregnated with carbon these forests did not
decay; for under such conditions, without sui-
ficient oxygen, decay was impossible. ‘

With the descent upon the earth of this ‘
" earboniferous canopy and its-simultaneous con-

sumption in the vast forests of earth, there

were laid the foundations of the great wa.l fields, -

.which still exist. 7 hese subrequently by deluges
and avalanches became submerged, resulting
in their being mined from beneath the earth’s
eurface today. At the “end of the age,” the air
being filtered of its surplus amount of carbon-
dioxide and charged, instead, with an inereased
amount of oxygen, the earth teemed with
myriads of “living creatures, fowls of the air,
cattle, creepmg thmga, etc. :
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At the psychological moment man, the erown-
ing act of creation, steps forth from his plastie
mold “a little lower than the angels”, but the

_ highest of earthly ereations. God had prepared

for him a place; and Eden was his home. In
this home, as already stated, it was Adam’s
yrivilege to remain forever, provided he should
~ keep inviolate the laws of his Creator. His
descendants likewise would have been born with
the same privileges. And with the gradual in-
crease of his large family, now estxmated at
twenty billions, he would gradually, as neces-
sity had denmnded, have extended, by subduing
the earth, the limitations of the Garden of Eden
until it reached that condition of world-widc
paradise.—Genesis 1:26-28.

This plan of subduing the earth would have
been much more easily accomplished than ths
one upon which man has been engaged since
knowledge began to increase, because the
“thorns and thistles” of the earth were little in
evidence until after the Flood. Besides, Adam
in the beginning virtually had control over the

carth, and it was only necessary at that time to .

liring it into complete subjection. But Adam
lost this near-perfection control, and with it,
his perfect manhood. As a result both man and
the earth began a gradual decline down to the
time of the Flood. After this event rapid decay
of man was manifest; and the earth swarmed
with the’ prormseci,“thorns and thistles”.

It becomes necessary at this stage to consider
again the relative component parts of the air,
aund its temperature, since these determine
wholly the variety a d profusion of life on
earth, and the degree o1 their vitality.

The comparatlve absence of nitrogen in the
atmosphere prior to the Flood was due to the
minimom amount of decay during that time.
But with the wholesale destruetion of plant and
animal life at the time of the last deluge, and
the counigaent decay-of same, the air became
Baiuiaird with nitrogen—the result of this
decay. ‘L'his intrusion of nitrogen, a by-product,
into the air had the effect of upsetting its
former balanced state of equilibrium.

As proof of this statement note the beginning
of shortening of human life immediately follow-
ing. And, of course, as death and decay in-

. creased by reason of the continued shortening
of life, the amount of nitrogen in the air also
increased until at the present time seventy-
seven per cent of the volume of the atmosphere

is said to be nitrogen! With this great amount
of nitrogen intruding itself in the air the

original clements of oxygen and carbon-dioxide _

must of necessity be much diluted. And this
is now understood as having been the immediate
cause of the shortening of life after the Flood.
Not only was the air thus diloted, but it was

-polluted—poxsoned—-bv reason of such con-

tamination, becoming in a sense death-dealing.

Lest some may hold with the old text-books
on Chemistry that nitrogen is a component part
of the air, it only becomes necessary here to
call attention to the fact that this substance
undergoes no change whatever in the process
of respiration. Carefnlly ‘conducted experiments
show conclusively that in the process of animal
respiration there is an appreciable decrease of
oxygen and a corresponding increase of carbon-
dioxide.
pure (so-called) and impure air remains the
same. Thus we see that nitrogen has been an
intrusion in the air; but before we have finished
thiz discussion, we propose to show bow even
this temporary interference will, like the per-
mission of evil, result finally in great benefit to
humanitv. In the first place it hastens the
“dying” penalty; and this within itself was a
blessing to man during the supremacy of evil
in the age just now passing away.-In the
absence of conversion to Christianity and gen-
uine reformation of life, long exposure to evil
influcneces renders any character more depraved.
All have doubtless observed that little children
crdinarily are more nearly immune from com-
mon vices than are adults.

- Besides .this, it now appears, during these

days of “increase of knowledge” that the nitro-
gen, stored in the atmosphere, is yet to serve a
most important economic purpose in contribut-
ing to the restoration of the earth’s fertility.
Of late years the agricultural scientist has
discovered means of extracting this element
from the air and of causing it to_enter the soil
of earth, where it becomes available plant food.
This is accomplished by growing certain plants

called legumes—peas, beans, the various kinds .
of clover, ete., which, by the process of osmosis,

absorb nitrogeri from the air and deposit it
throngh root nodules into the soil,  where it
becomes amalgamated by a kind of microbe
action with the soil, setting free eertain. im-
portant elements which are at once taken up
by plants, thus stimulating their growth

But the amount of mtrogen in both .
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Nor is this all: It has been found that nitro-
gen can be very profitably used in the manu-
{acture of high explosives. This being true, the
various governments hasve, during the recent

" war, had recourse to this almost inexhanstable

supply of material, constructing immense chem-
ical plants for the purpose of extracting out
of the air this necessary element. But with the
signing of the armistice this output is now
being turned into an entirely different channel,
that of manufacturing nitrogenous commercial
fertilizers. This will grea.tly aid the earth in
yielding ber “increase”, as foretold, and will
result in another blessing to man mstead of an
mJury How literally true is the statement that
“God is able to make even the wrath of man
to praise him”!

With the increase of the food products of the
earth as a direct result of rendering the soil
more productive, will ecome a corresponding
increase in the guality of such foods. This fact
has alrcady been demonstrated by carefully
conducted experiments. Two pigs from the same
litter were each segregated and given exactly
the same attention as to water, food and general
environment. In fact, all eonditions were exaetly
the same in every respect as to the amount of
food, and each given the same kind of food.
The food in each case was corn in equal weight.
The only difference was the quality of the eorn;
one lot of which was grown on soil producing
only fifteen bushels per acre, while the other
corn came from land producing sixty bushels

__per acre. The test extended over a period of
ninety davs, simultancously conducted, The pig

fed on the better quality of corn gained more
than twice &s much increase in‘weight as the
other pig which consamed the -Ame number of
pounds of food containi1 g the inferior quality t
of corn.

. It seems pertinent to nole in this connection
that of all avennes of human activities, none are
making greater progress t! fn that of intensive
farming. The goal of this particular line of

" activities will have been consummated when the
“entire earth is fully “subducd”, and caused to

become exceedingly fruitful. If any one doubts
that these things will be accomplished it is but
necessary to remind such an one that these
things are already being accomplished today.
Consider, for instance, the tomato which only
a few years ago grew in its wild state, and about
the size of an ordinary marble; today, by means

of proper sclection, breeding and cultivation its
gize is increased more than seventy tlmes, not
to spcak of the great mprovement in its
lusciousness. From everywhere come easily
verified reports of the development of the pecan
from the originally wild seedling which required
twenty to forty years to begin bearing, to the
modern paper-shell of eight to ten times its
original size, and bearing profitably at five to
eight vears of age. These illustrations are
taken from the achievements of the present
average crop productions, and do not consider

‘the marvelons achievements of such men as

Burbank and other specialists.

Less than twenty years ago the average
farmer -was contenting himself with growing
but one erop per year, and each successive erop
was np*d]y depleting his soil. Today he 18
growing two or more crops per season—at least
one a lorfume-—and at the same time is improv-
ing from year to year the fertility of his soil.
And this without nsing commercial fertilizers.

Who that believes in God shall doubt his
word or power? He has spoken and is able to
perform the same. He has said, “My Word shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish
the thing whereunto I have sent it”. He declares
that he will make the place of his footstool—

.the earth—glorious; that “Jehovah who created

the earth formed it not in wain, but to be in-

‘habited”—"“that even the desert places ghall

become like the ancient Garden of the Lord”.

There remains in this connection one other
thought to he considered. We have already
obeserved the descent and precipitation from
time to time of deluges of various substances
upon the earth, and the effects of these delupes
upon all life at that time. Accordmg to scien-
tists of the present day, there is yet another
deluge, consisting this time of electricity, ap-
proaching the earth. This within a few years
will be prccnpxtated upon the earth, and it is
claimed will result in great benefit to humanity,
becaunse its eontact mth the earth will destroy
injurious microbes, gcrms and parasites. This -
will cause fermentation to ceasc and thus pro-
duce the effect of preserving for an indefinite
period of time all perishable fruits and vege-
tables. This will in a measure partially restore

-antediluvian conditions, and will produce the

effect of greatly alleviating human sufferings.
Finally, as a concluding thought, it remains
to be shown that the prescice of nitrogen in
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the air ie for the purpose of conserving another
very important use. It is claimed in the Bible
that there will be a resurrection of both the
Just and the unjust. The Savior himself said,
“Marvel not at this; for all that are in their
graves shall come forth”. Now we take this to
iean just what it says, that the dead shall re-
turn to life. But how i this to be accomplished?

Do we expect & return of their decayed bodies
out of death?

By no means. We understand and hold with
the Bible that their bodies have become non est
by reason of their “return to the dust whence
they came”.

But do we expect them to return as human
beingst

Yes.

With flesh and bone and sinew as of yore?

Exactly so.

Where will their bodies come from? .

God in whose memory they are held will
provide for them necessary bodies just as he
did that of the first man Adam.

Now we return to a consideration of nitrogen
and its further use in the air. It is claimed by
themists that & considerable portion of the
human body is nitrogen. Then in the resur-
rection of the twenty billions of the Adanic
family now asleep in the tomb, much of this
elcment being &t hand, long held in snspension
for this very purpose, will be consumed in
providing, in the general resurrection, human
bodies for all now asleep in death, but who
ghall “come forth” “in due time”: And incident-
elly, this process, and that above mentioned, of

enriching the soil, will have the effect of filtering -

nitrogen from the air. This will restore its
former pristine purity as it wasg in the days
before the Flood. Under such a condition of
atmospheric purity, man, breathing the undi-
luted invigorating oxygen, would live approx-
imately a thousand years. In addition the
perfect fruits, resulting from increased fertility
of the earth as above shown, will maintain the
possibilities of everlasting life. And this is
exactly what the Bible teaches, and exactly
what humanity instinctively desires.

‘With a return of the billions of humanity from
the tomb back to earth, and being surrounded
by the superabnndance of earth’s perfect fruits
of that time, disease germs having been des-
troyed by the descent of the electrical canopy
" now so close as to come almost in contect at

times, this hatﬂe-_scarred‘enrth, drenched in
human gore, will 1n time become a veritable
Garden of Eden.

Paradise, lost through A‘dxat.m 3 transgressmn, .

will, through the merit of the Ransom, “to be

testified in due time”, be restored. Burning and =~ *.

frozen deserts now defymg the ingeniity of
man, being subdmed, will be transformed into
dreamlands of beauty and glory. ‘Supplanting
the marsballing of the hosts of war, with their

instruments of destruction and death, will be

the busy hum of productive machinery and the
inarch of industry applying the cumulated
energy of inventive genius to the harnessing of
all the hitherto latent forces of nature, and
bending these into complete subjection and use
for the everlasting blessing of the entire human
yace. Then the billiens of dollars mow being
applied to destructive purposes will be turned
into constructive channels. “Swords shall be
beaten into plowshares, and spears into pruning
hooks.” No more uprising of “nation against
nation”~—there will be but one nation, a holy
nation. Nor will war be learned any more; for
Jehovah “mcketh wars to cease from the river
to the ends of the ecarth”., Then will be realized,
through the everlasting ages of etermity, the
irue import of the message of the angels on

the hills of Judea as they sang the song ef

“Peace on earth, good will among men”.

Wit'¢ this condition of perfection: of the:

material earth will come logically the perfection
f man, mentally and morally, as well as phys-

1ially. All incentives to selfishness and greed

being eliminated, by reason of earth’s supet-
nbundance, the "resxdne of humanity” shall
attain perfection in every respect. Then also

*“the knowledge of the Lord shall eover the

earth as deep as the ocean”. Then shall his

“glory be revealed and all flesh shall see it tb-

gether”. Then shall humanity, no longer con-

fused, “know the truth” and thereby become .

“free”. With his reason thus restored the mind
of man will ngain become superior to matter.
Since the earth was made for man, not man

for the earth, he will be able to order the
.geasons at will—even the “winds and the waves _ -

will obey him”.
The Apostle Peter, our Lord and all the holy

prophets since the world began, declare that

the human rac.is to be resiored to glorious

perfection, and shall again have dominion over' ]

earth as its representative Adam had.

fedbhmte

. : . . !




. N

Y
X

\
N
N

i 2

The Golden Age fo'r December 24, zgfg

215

L1

RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY

i

- Universal Peace :
“On earth peace, good will toward men.”’—Iuke 2: 14.

HRISTMAS is regarded by many people as
the date of the birth of the babe Jesus in a
manger at Bethlehem. Whether or not the date
is correct is of small importance, but the event
was and is of the greatest importanct.

" Bethlchem is situated on en elevation over-
looking a deep ravine, beyond which. are fields
where shepherds graze their flocks. Beautiful
for location is this historic spot, particulariy
attractive to one of poetic mind and deep rever-
ential heart, and doubly eo since the great
events, recorded in Holy Writ, which therc
{ranepired nearly nineteen centuries ago. From
the surrounding hills of Jud®a the shepherds
had brought their sheep to the field oppositc
Bethlehem and corralled them there for the
night. While the others slept, one or more of
the shepherds kept vigil over the flocks, waiting

for the dawn of day. The atmosphere of Judwxa’

is exceedingly rarified, and the stars shine forth
with unusual beanty and brilliancy, and thus
the glorv of the night is enhanced.

Without doubt these lowly herders of sheep

were men of great reverence for God, men who
trusted in his promises made to their father
Abraham and hence were expecting the coming
of Messiah. And for their faithfulness Jehoveh
rewarded them with a wonderful vision. While
these humble watchers were gazing into the
starlit heavens and meditating upon the majesty
and expressed wisdom of Jekovah, there sud-
denly appeared anto them & star of remarkable

hrilliancy, standing over against Bethlehem,
v. mvige called the city of David. Simultan-

eonz!y the angel of the Lord, the heavenly mes-
senger, appeared unto them, and the light of

. the glory of the Lord shone round about them.

Then the shepherds were sore afraid. What
man of .reverential mind would not have been
awe-struck at such a marvelous manifestation!
To calm their fears, the heavenly messenger
sweetly said to these humble men of the fields;
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings

- of great joy, which shall be to all pepple.” For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a

~

livim,'w’hich is Christ the Lord. And tlnlis ghall

be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the habe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in &
manger.” (Luke 2:10-12) Awed by this vision
and thrilled with their environment, the shep-
herds in wonder and amazement stood speech-
less befors the heavenly messenger. Then sud-
denly there appeared with this angel a whole
multitude of the heavenly host, angels bright and
foir; and in eclebration of this marvelous event
of the ages they jorfully sang together an
anthem of praise to Jehovah, “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peacs, good will
ioward men”.

Long centuries and the burdens of earthly
cares have cffaced or hidden this glorions
vision from the minds of most men who call
themselves Christians; and today these words
announcing universal peacc to those of worldly
nind sound as but a hollow mockery. Nearly
nincteen centuries have come and gone since
that heavenlv messenger announced the birth
of Jesus and brought a message of good tidings;
and after these long years of laborious effort
on the part of some men to establish ideal con-
ditions, with dismay they witness the whole
“yorld rocked from center to circumference and
&ll kindreds and peoples engaged in the strife of
tongues, tumult, distress and war. Now the
great mass of so-called Christendom 1is trusting
in the god of force and violence rather than in
—+he God of peace and love. Millions of earth’s
hahitants, including those who pose as teachers
and preachers of the Gospel, have turned 13
infidelity, disregarding the Word of God, and
advise, counsel and engage in. strife and
violence. Alas! their faith in God and in bis .
precious promises is gone. :

How different with those who truly love the
Lord and who gtudy to show themselves approv-
ed unto God! Their diligent and prayerful
search to know the meaning of these events
past and present the Lord has been pleased to
reward with & clear vision; and now they are
privileged to mark the majestic onward tread
of Jehovah in the unfolding of his marvelous
plan. And thus understanding, their hearts are
filled with joy; and the sweet messapge of that
seqvenly host resdunds through the corridors
of the nge, enlling attention to.the momentous
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events that are transpiring and the even greater

- ones inmmediately to follow. Not only do they

rejoice in their own hearts, but it is the privilege
of such true followers of the Master with con-
fidence to say to the bewildered and frightened
#f nominal Christendom: “Behold, thy God
reigneth”, ‘ "
And now we invite all sober-minded peoples

of carth—Christian and infidel, Jew and Gen-.

tile, bond and free—to come with us while we
togcther briefly review this beautiful Christmas
story, and ascertainits meaningand significance

. to the groaning people of all the nations of

earth. Iis message of comfort is intended for
all; for the angel of the Lord said: “Behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people”. The time is now due

. for the world to begin to understand the real

meaning of what occurred on that memorable
morning in Bethlehem; and those who do under-
stand and avail themselves of such knowledge
will be greatly blessed and comforted in heart,
mind and body. .

Why should-the habe Jesus be born at allt?
Why mark his birth with such ceremony and
joyful cxpression by the heavenly host? The
answer is the old, old story, which grows
sweeter the oftener told; and never so sweet as
now, because the time is here for its appreci-
ation by man. ‘ _

" Four thousand years before the staging of
this drama in the hills of Judea, Jchovah had
created a perfect pair—Adam and Eve—and
provided them with a perfect home in Eden
He had endowed them with power and authority
to bring forth children, to fill the earth and to
control it and to make the entire earth as a
garden, a glorious spot, a fit habitation for a

- happy and perfect race of people. To this first

pair.the Lord granted the privilege of life
everlasting in a state of human blessedness,
conditioned, however, upon a faithful obedience
to 4is law. The wife, deceived by Satan into
a violation of the divine law, in turn induced

" her husband to take the step of disobedience
- wiifully rather than be separated from her.

The result of this transgression was an infliction
of the penalty of the law, which penalty is
described in the Genesis account (chapter 3) as
a dying condition until death was fully accom-
plished, a return to the dust whence the Lord
had taken the elements to make man,
Having judicially determined that the perfect

man should die because of his disobedience to
the law, Jehovah chose, as a means of enforcing
this judgment, to compel man to live outside of
the perfect Eden and to feed upon the poiscnouns
elements of the earth until complete death
would ensue. Hence he drove the two out of
Eden and set a flaming sword at the garden’s
entrance, lest Adam might return and partake
of the tree of life. For 930 years Adam battled
with the clements of the earth, daily succumbing,
until at the end of that time he was dead.
The secret of all the suffering, sorrow, sickness
and death of humankind from then until now
lies in what occurred in ‘Eden and following.
While in Eden the perfect man did not exereise
his power to beget children; and heuee the
perfect pair never brought forth children. Tt
was only after undergoing the legal sentence of
death, and after they had imbibed the poisonous
elethents of earth’s vegetation, that this pair
cohabited and children. resulted. It is reason-
able, therefore, to see that this condemnation
fell upon the offspring; and that the father,
now imperfect, could not beget & perfect child;
henee ‘the offspring of Adam would be an im-
perfect one. For this reason the Psalmist
wrote: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity and
in sin did my mother conceive me”. (Psalm 351:
5) And for the same reason the inspired witness
said, “As by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; so death passed [by inherit-
ance] upon all men, for that all have sinned”.
(Romans 5:12) The ultimate ‘result of the
operation of the divine law of necessity would
have meant the complete extinction of the
human race. Today, instead of men living 930
vears, the average life is much less than one-
tenth as long.: .
God foreknew thé course that man would
take; and before the foundation of the world he
“outlined a plan for human redemption-and

blessing. Nearly two thousand years after the '

humankind had wandered in the earth in sorrow
and distress, Jehovah spoke to his servant
Abraham, likewise an imperfect man, but one
who exercised great faith in God, and to him
made promise that through his seed all the
families, nations, kindreds and peoples of earth
should have a blessing. (Genesis 12:2, 3; 22:
18; Galatians 3:16) Later, God organized the
descendants of Abraham into a nation under

- the name of Israel, and with that nation and .
people made a law covenant and from time to
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time reiterated his promise to bring a blessing
1o the nations of carth through the seed -of
The. Israelites verily believed that
this promised seed was an earthly sced. The
promise at one time was confined to the house
of David; and when David ascended the throne
the Jews thought that the time had come for
the blessing of mankind. The prophets, how-
ever, foretold the eoming of another and great-
er one; and at the time of Jesus’ birth all
thoughtful people of Israel were looking for
the coming of the Messiah. God through his
prophet had foretold that Messiah would be

- born in Betlilehem of Judxra.—Matthew 2:5,6.

Here we emphasize one thing prominent in
the message brought by the angel; namely, the
word all. It will be marked in thc examination
of this and other Scriptures relating to the
redemption of man that God had promised to
bless all the families of the carth, and that at
the birth of Jesus the angel announced: that

this is glad tidings whieh shall be brought to all -
" people. It is not the thought of the Scriptures
- that such a message would be brought to all at

the same time; hut that in God’s due time every
one of the llnman race would hear this message
of glad tidings and would cach have the oppor-
tumt\ of availing himsclf of the henefit of it.

The race was justly eondemned to death be-
causc of disobedience to the law of God; and
this judgment could not be sct aside or reversed
for the reason that God is unchangcnble His
laws arc fixed. However, such a judgment eould
be satisfied by the demands of the law being
met. In due course of time God made promise
to the house of Israel, his specially chosen
people, that a provision for releasing mankind

from decath and the effects of this Judgment~

would be made. “I mll ransomn them from the
power of {he grave; I will redcem them from
death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave,
I will be' thy -destruction.”—Hosea 13: 14,
The word ransom means a price exactly
corresponding. A perfeet man had violated
God's law, and death resulied. Therefore tlic

“only thing that could constitutc a ransom or

correspondmg price for mankind would be the
life of another pcrfoct man, exactly equivalent
to Adam while in I&den. In other words, the

‘redempfion and deliverance of the human race

fror="death, and its restoration to human per-

" fection and happiness, must entirely depend

upon the voluntary gubmission to- death of a

perfeet human bemg——nothmg more and
nothing less.

At once, then, we see that none of Adam’s
stock could mect this requirement of the law and
redeem the human race because all were in-
perfect, having descended from Adam. And .
this thought is expressed by the Psalmist, who
says, “None of them can by any means redeem
his brother nor give to God a.ransom for him”.
(Psalm 49:7) Any child begotten by 2 member
of the Adamic stock wounld necessarily be im-
perfect; hence ¢he account concerning the con-
ception of Mary and the birth of the babe Jesus-
shows that she conceived by the power.of the’
boly Spirit. (Matthew 1: 18- 25) Therefore
Jesus was begotten not by man, but born of a
woman, and when born he was “holy, harmless,
undefiled and separate from sinners”. (Hebrews
7:26) When he grew to manhood’s estate he
was the exact counterpart of Adam prior to his
disobedicnce. Not until we understand these
things can we understand why there was so
much joy in heaven among the angelic host at
the birth of Jesus. The heavenly beings had
been ohbserving for four thousand years the
downward course of mankind. They had seen
the great degradation and sorrow that sin had
inflicted npon the human family, and now they
perecived that Jehovah was making provision
for ithe redemption and blessmg and uplifting
ol' all men.

That which man prizes above -everything
else i lifc; for without life nothing else can be
enjoved. The wholec humman race, being under
the condemnation of death, ultimately must die.
Why, then, did Jesus come to earth? Why was—
he bom? He answers; “That the people might
have life and have it more abundantly”. (John
10:10)' He “was made flesh and dwelt among
us”. (John 1:14) “Forasmuch as the children
are partakers of fleeh and blood he also himself
likewise partook of the same.” (Hebrews 2:14)
“We sec Jesus, who was made a little lower
than the angels [namely, a human being] for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and
honor; that he by the grace of God should taste
death for cvery man.” (Hebrews 2:9) Jesus
himself declared that he laid down his life for
the sheep. (John 10:11, 15, 16) Here he uses
the word sheep to ll.lustrate those who are
willing and obedlent to the will of God, that
they shall receive the benefit of his sacnﬁce.
~ And this opportunity must come to-all, as
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St. Paul states: “For this is good and accept-
2ble in the sight of God our Savior, who will
have all men to be saved and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God,
and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom
{or all, to be testified [{o all] in due time.”
(1 Ti.mothv 2:3-0) Here arain it is observed
that it is God's will {hat all men shall be saved
from the condemnation of death and thereafter
brought to a knowledge of God’s provision for
them, which knowledge opens to them the op-
portunity of noceptmg the benefits of the ran-
som sacrifice. Hence, says the Apostle. these
facts must be testified to all men in God's due
time. As this {estunony comes to men at
different times and they understand it, they
rejoice in it because to them it is good tidings,
good news of a better thing for them—an op-
portunity for life.

Why, then, if Jesus died on the cross nearly
ninetecn éenturies ago, should the human race
continue to suffer? The Seriptural answer is
clear. The promise 1o Abraham was that in
his seed should the blessing come to mankind;
and this seed must first be fullv devcloped
before the benefit of the ransom sacrifice can
be exiended to sll. It is important, thcrefore,
{o perceive whai constitutes the seed and how
it is developed. The Scriptural proof is that
this sced is the Christ, the Messiali, composed
of Jesus, the Head, and the church, meaning
1the called-out class which constitute the mem-
bers of the body of the Meseiah class. Hence St.
Paul argues: “As many of yon as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ ... And
if ve be Christ’s, the: fare ye Abraham’s seed,
aud heirs according to the promxse” —G alatmns

3:27,29. -
~ 1t has pleased the heaven]y Father to devote
the period of time elapsing from the resurrec-
tion of Jesus until the setting up of his kingdom
to the work of selecting those who would be
willing followers of the Master, and who would
prove their faithfulness and loyalty to him even
unto denth, and to whom he would grant the
privilege of joint-heirghip with Christ Jesus in
his kingdom. (Romans 8:16, 17; 2 Timothy 2:
11,12) The selection of this class has been from
among those who have voluntarily consecrated
their lives to the Lord. Not every one who says,
“Lord, Lord”, will be of that class, but only
those who enter into a covenant with God by

sacrifice and continue thus faithful unto death. - I

These are promised a part in the first resurrec-
tion and an association with Christ Jesus as
members of the royal priesthood. Therefore we
can understand the words of the Master when
lie caid that only a little flock (comparatively
specking) of mankmd would have this blessing.
—Luke 12:32.. -

The purposes of the Lord in this regard are

ascertained from the words of the Apostie:

“God at the first did visit the Gentiles to take
out of them a people for his pame. And to
this agree the words of the prophets; as it is
written, After this I will retarn, and I will
build again the tabernacle of David, which is
fallen down; and I will build again the ruins
thereof, and I will set it up; that the residue
of men might seek after the Lord, and all the
Gentiles, upon whom my name is called.”
—Acts 15:14-17.

Jesus taught his disciples, and through them
the church has been taught, that after he had
ascended on high ke would return in course of
time and gather unto himself the saints, and
then would establish his kingdom for the pur-
pose of blessing mankind. .All Christian people
bave looked forward to the second coming of
the Lord, and to the end of the wicked order of
things and the establishment of a new and
righteous order. 'This same thought was in the
mind of the disciples when they approached

Jesus just before his crucifixion and propound-

ed to him the direct question: “Tell us when
these things shall be, and what shall be the
procf of thy coming and the end of the world ¥’
—Matthew 24:3. '

The Lord Jesus n.nswemd their question, and
the answer is recorded in the twenty-fourth

chapter of Matthew and the twenty-first chapter”
He describes the great stress and

of Luke.
trouble that is now upon the human race.

"Among other things he said that there would

be a great world war in which nation would rise
against nation, to be accompanied by famine,
pestilence and revolutions and a time of trouble

such as never was before; and sll mankind are |

witnessing the fulﬁ]lment of this prophecy at
this very time. Again he said in answer to the
same question that therc wonld be “mpon the
earth distress of nations, with perp]emty, the

. sea and the waves [restless humanity] roaring;
men’s hearts failing theri for fear, and for look- .
ing ‘after thosec things which are coming on the -
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earth: for the powers of heaven [ecclesiastical
svetems] shall be shaken”. (Luke 21:25, 26)
All the trouble that has afflicted the nations
since the fall of 1914 has been clearly in fulfill.
ment of the prophetic utterance of the Lord.
To the Ckristian this means (and soon all the
world will learn to know that this is the mean-
ing) that the kingdom of the Lord is at hand,
that Christ is present, that he is tearing away
the old order of things preparatory to establish.
ing a kingdom of righteousness and peace which
ghall constitute “the desire of all nations”. “I

" will shake all natlons, and the desire of all
nations shall come”.—Haggai 2:7.

The wars, famine, pestilence, revolntions_ and
like disturbances that so much distress human-
kind dg not constitute any part of the glad
tidings. No one rejoices in this suffering and
trouble; but the Christian rejoices that these
troublesome times are the proof foretold by the
Lord that would precede the establishment of
his kingdom of righteousness which would
bring blessings to all the groaning creation.
The message that has been preached to the

people for long centuries, and is yet being.

preached by many, to the effect that it is the
Lord’s purpose to save a few in heaven and to
consign all the residue of mankind to a con-
dition of endless torture, contains no glad tid-
ings to any one of an honest heart. Surely it
could be no real joy to any person to be con-
vinced that he would spend eternity in heavenly
bliss while at the same time some one near and
‘dear to him wounld be spending eternity in
torture. Such a doctrine is not taught by the
Word of God, but is the result of a distorted
interpretation of the Secriptures.

The divine program, which has been develop-
ing progressnvely for many cer (uries, has now
> about ressio: :ne point of time for the world
of mank:mu {5 begin to understand and ap-
preciate gome of the lengths and breadths and
heights end d~pths of the love of God. His
inspired witness wrote: “Times of refreshing

shall come from the presence of Jehovah; for

he will send Jesus, who before was preached
unto you, whom the heavens must retain until
the times of restitution of all things, which God

hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy .

‘prophets since the world began”.—Acts 3:19-21.

The word refreshing here suggests the
thought of something that makes one happy
after a long experlence with that which is con-

trary to happiness. The autumn scason marks
the dying and falling of the leaves, the trees
appeer bare, and ‘the wind moans and sighs
through their branches. Then follows the long,
derk, cold winter, picturing in'a measure the
long night of suffering and death that has
afflicted the human race. In the spring season
the warm, gentle rays of the sun, falling upon
the earth, cause ‘the grass to spring forth, the
trees to bud and leaf, followed by the blossom
and the fruit, the singing of the birds and the .
rejoicing of all nature because of the reviving,
or coming again to life, of that which was dead.’
Seemingly the Apostle had such a pieture in his
mind when he said that times of refreshing
would come at the establishment of Messiah's
kingdom because it would mean the restoration -
of that which father Adam lost for himself and .
all of his offspring, namely, life and all the
sweetness incident thereto. The perfect man
Jesus, having ‘1aid down his life and thereby
providing the purchase price for the human
race, now returns for the purpose of minister-
ing to mankind by giving to him the very thing

‘that he has long desired.

Long ago the Apostle saw this and wrote:
“He [God] hath appointed a day, in which he
will judge the world in righteousness by that man
[Christ Jesns] whom he hath ordained; where-
of he hath given assurance unto all men in
that he hath raised him from the dead”. (Acts
17:31) The assurance here then is to every man
that has lived on the earth that he must have
a fair and impartial trial in a time of righteous-
ness, which trial is for the. purpose of giving
him an opportunity to render himself in obedi-
ence to the law of God and live. It means thdt
millions who have gone into death will retnrn
again; for “there shall be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and the unjust.” (Acts
24:15) The great Master himself assures us
that all in their graves shall hear his voice and
awaken to the resurrection by judgments, i. e.,
a time of trial and opportunity for -life and its
blessings.—John 5:28, 29.

The work of reconstructing the huma.n race
will devolve upon the great Messiah, and that
great work will begin as soon as the present
trouble upon the earth has ended; for Jesus
assures us that there never will be another time
like it. (Matthew (24:21) Then, under his
righteous reign, every one will have a chance °
of hearing the sayings of Jesus and then will
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apply his' words, ‘“Verily I say unto you, If
a man keep my saying he shall never sce death.”
That Scripture, like all other savings of the
Master, must have its time for fulfillmrent;
and no one could keep his sayiugs until first
they heard them. The millions in death conld
not hear until awakened ouat of death, and the
millions now on earth could not Lear until God's
due time and until they are told. That due time
is about at hand.

Will that be a time, then,.of rcjoicing and
gladness? The Lord through the prophet gives
us a vision of that great tune of blessing, say-
ing, “The wilderness and the solitary place
ghall be glad for them and the descrt shall
rcjoice, and blossom as the rose,” thus pictur-
ing how the carth itsclf shall begin to vield that
which 18 necessary for the sustenance of
mankind and permit him 4o enjoy the fruits
of his labors witlout the intervention and
oppression of the profiteers. “It shall blossom
abundantly, and rcjoice even with joy and
singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given
nuto it, the excellency of Carmecl and Sharon,
they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the
excellency of our God.”

Before the ecoming .of that glorious day,
however, the prophet infers that the people
would become very much discouraged and
‘without strength. He pictures them as tremb-
ling in their knees and hanging down their
hands, and for their encouragement says:
“Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm
the fecble knees. Say to them that are of a
fcarful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold,
your God will come with vengeance, even God
with a recompence; he will eome and save you.”

$t. Paul tells us that the whole world aside
from Christians are blind, and blinded by the

adversary. Many people are actually blind,.

while practically all are blind concerning a
vision of God’s plan.

The prophet then pictures the blessings
during the reconstruction, saying, “Then the
eyves of the blind shall be opened, and the ears
of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the
lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert.”

- Then the prophet describes a way opened
for the human racc to journey back to the
perfection of life, of body and mind, contin-

ning: “And an hizhway shall be there, and a

way, and it shall be called The way of holiness:
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall
be for those: the wa}'faring men, though fools,
shall not err therein”. This highway is the

Messizh, who is given as a mediator between

God and man, to lead man back to the state of
perfeetion; and the way to pass over it will
be by rendering themselves in obedience to the
law of the Messiah. It shall be a holy, =
righteous way. No person shall be permltted
{o progress. in wickedness, in proﬁteermg‘, in
oppression, in kecping the people. in ignorance
or filching their pockets nnder the pretense of
pr ea(]ung the Gospel or anythiqg else; but its
object shall he the cleansing anc- lebsmg of the
people, and it shall be so clear and plain that
every man can understand it. “No lion shall be
there”; that is to say, no monstrous beast, such
as czars, beastly governments, oppressing cor-
poratious, or ecclesiastical, political or financial
svsiems. “Nor any ravenous beast {government
of oppressive violence] shall go up thereon, it
ghall not be fonnd there; but the redeemed shall
walk there.,” The earth and everthing in it shall

be made coniducive to the uplifting and blessing .

of mankind,

Having in mind; then, that the Apostle
assures us time and again that Jesus ransomed
the entire human race, all of them, the prophet
continues: “And the ransomed of the Lord shall
return [ meaning they shall return from the land
of the enemy, from death and from their bond-
age in blindness ‘and ignorance and supersti-

tion], and come to Zion [the Messiah] with--

songs and everlasting joy upon their heads:
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away”. (Isaiah 33)
Indecd then all shall know the truth cf the
message that the angel brought to the shepherds
as they watched their flocks—good txrimgs of
great joy unto all.

Messial’s kingdom will establish & uuversal
peace. As the proplxet declares, when his king-
dom is established, then the nations shall come

-and say, “Let us go up to the mountaiu [king-
dom] of the Lord, and he will teah us of his

ways, and we-will walk in his patls. . .-. And
they shell beat their swords inta plowshares,
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up a sword against naticn, neither shall-
they learm war any more. But they shall sit
every man under his vine and under his fig tree;

and none shall inake them afra’d”.-Micah 4:14."

1§
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To assure such a lasting blessing will require,
of course, nothing short of a perfect ruler.
Then the earth will have such, for “the govern-
ment shall be upon his [Messiah’s] shoulder;

and his name shgll be called Wonderful, Coun-

geller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
{Life-giver], The Prince of Peace. Of the in-
crease of his government and peace there sha]l
be no end”.~Isaiah 9:6, 7.

* To the Christian, therefore, who has a c.lear
vision of the divine plan and who appreciates
the time through which the world is now passing
this should be the happiest Christmas he has
ever spent, because by the eye of faith he can
see the Sun of Righteousness rising with heal-
ing in its beams, driving back the great dark
night of suffering, tumult and trouble, prepar-
atory to the healing, blessing and uplifting of
the human race, back to the perfection of lLfe,
liberty and happiness. The incoming of this
glorious time means the beginning of the Golden
Age—a time of rejoicing for all who love
righteousness.

Juvenile Bible Study

MAN’S highest duty and pnvﬂege is to
glorify God. One who loves and obeys the
.great Creator loves and obeys rightcousness,
makes a better citizen and a greater benefactor
to mankind. To love and obey Jehovah one
must know him. How can we know him except
through his Word, and how can we know and

understand his Word unless we are taught?:

If it is proper and necessary to send our chil-
dren to thé public schools that they there may
be taught concerning the smelfish things of this
life, with stronger reasoning is it proper and
necessary that they be taught concerning the
things that have to do w1th their eternal welfare
and happiness.
. The Biblical education of c.]nldren, we believe,
has been sadly neglected. Every parent owes a
duty to his own child and a corresponding duty
- to every other child to whom ke can render aid.
. In view of the time of great stress now upom
the human Tace, is it not high time that we take
some positive’ action toward the instruction of
the children concerning the greatest thing about
_which they should know, the Word of God!?
‘We believe that all parents, whether Chriétian
or not, desire to see their children grow up in.
righteousness and troth. Becanse of the long-

felt need in behalf of the children, TeE GoLpExX -

AGE inaugurates a children’s Bible study de-
partment. There is no desire or purpose to
teach the doctrines of any secct or system; but
the sole purpose is to instroet the children in
the Bible. To do so we have arranged this study
in question and answer form, propounding the
questions and briefly answering, citing the
_Scriptares where the proper Biblical answer
may be had. We suggest that the parents pro-
pound these queshons to their children and aid

them to locate in the Bible the answer, thus

familiarizing the child (and incidentally the par-
ent) with the texts of the Bible and enabling
them to get some insight into the glorious
character of Jehovah and the Lord Jesus.

We suggest that the child be given one
question each day and that in addition to the
answer here given, it be encouraged to. ook up
the’ Scriptures -¢ited and any other Scriptures
that, with the aid of the parent, it might find
bearing on the question. Ag this is & primary
study, we therefore begin with the subject

THE BIBLE

1. What is meant by the word Bible?

Answer: A book that contains the Word of
God as expressed to man, and has reference
to all the sixty-six books collectively, contained
in what is commonly accepted as the Holy
Scriptures.

2. What is the Bible?

Answer: It is an expression of God's will
toward man and an outline of his plan concern-
ing the human race, given for man’s instruction.
—John 17:17; 2 Corinthians 4:2.

8. Are we invited to study the Bible?

Answer: Yes; Jehovah says to us: “Core,

‘now, let us reason together” (Isaiah 1:18); and

“Study to show thyself approved unto God”.
—2 Timothy 2:15; John 5:39; Deunteronomy
29:29; Revelation 1: 31 Peter 3:15.

4. Should we expect to undcrstand the deep
things in the Bible? :

Answer: If we study it with a reverential
and prayerful desire we may understand them.
“The reverence of the Lord is the begmmng of

wisdom.” (Proverbs 1:7) The plan of God is &

secret which he has promised to reveal to those
who reverentially seek to understand it. “The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear him;
andhewﬂlshowthemluspla:n. Psal.m25
14; 1 Corinthians 2:10.
5. Can everybody understand the Bible?
Answer: They could, if everyome wounld com-
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ply with God’s rules. Certain portions of the
Bible are duae to be understood at certain times;

but even when those times come, he will not.

permit the wicked to understand, but the wise
"shall understand.—Daniel 12:10.

6. Who can undersiand the Bible?

Answer: The first thing essential is an honest
desire to understand it. (Luke 8:15) Then one
nmust be wise aiter God’s manner of wisdom

{Dantel 12:10; James 3: 17); and that kind of
wisdom means that he recognizes Jehovah God
as the great First Cause, the Creator and the
Giver of all good gifts. Then one must search
the Scriptures and study them.—John 5:39;
Jeremiah 29:13; Acts17:11; 1 Corinthians?2 :10.

7. Is the FBible intended to be understood; or
is it a book shrouded in mystery, only for one
class to understand?

_Answer: It is a reasonable book; for God
invites ms to reason with him (Isaiah 1:18;
Job 13:3); and the Bible gives the reason for
God’s dealing with man and also the hope that
man has. (1 Peter3:15) We should reason when
we study the Scriptures or talk to others about
them.—Acts 17: 2.

8. If reasonable, then why cannot everybody
understand the Bible$

Answer: Because not every one is honest,
and the dishonest will not be able to understand
it. (Luke 8:15) Some do not desire to be right-
eous and good; hence they do not understand.

(Matthew 5: 6)  Some may be honest and desire

to be righteous, but do not study. (2 Timothy 2:

15) Some are too wise in their own conceits
concerning earthly wisdom and do not give God
credit. for knowing and stating it in his Word.
(Matthew 11:25; 1 Corinthians 1:19) And
some are too wicked.—Daniel 12:10.

9. Do the great, the wise, the mighty and the

noble and educated have any special advantage .

in understandinyg the Bible, and is it necessary
- to have a finished college education in order to
understand it?

Answer: No; on the contrary, the vision
.(which means an understandmg of God’s Word)
is hid from many who are wise after the manner
~ of earthly wisdom and i made known and
understood by those who humbly and honestly
seek to mnderstand, though they may be poor
and have little education.—1 Corinthians 1: 20,
21, 26-29,

10. What ts necessary for one to do to under-

stand the Bible?

—

Answer: First, he must have an honest desire
to understand it and a reverence for Jehovah
as the great eternal One, the Maker of all
things; he must have faith in God. “Without

. faith it is impossible to please him.” (Hebrews

11:6) Second, he must have a sincere desire to
know the truth and tell the Lord he is willing to
do his will—Proverbs 1:7; John 14:26; 1 Cor='
inthians 2:12; Psalm 25:14; Romans 8:14.

11. Is «t profitable to study the Dible and if
so, in what way?

Answer: See 2 Timothy 3:15-17; John 17:17.

12. Does a knowledge of the Bible enable one
to do better?

Answer: See 2 Timothy 3:16.

13. Is the Bible written entirely in plain lan-
guage, or is some of it in symbols? '

Answer: Some of it is written in plain phrase,
while many parts of it are written in symbolic
language, some in parables and dark sayings.
—Mark 4:32; Matthew 13:35; Revelation1:1-3.

14. Why was not the Bible written in plain

language so everybody could understand tt, and

without symbols or dark sayings?

Answer: God’s purpose is to reveal an nnder-
standing of his plan gradually. For instance,
he had the prophets write many things which
they could not understand. They merely served
as clerks or writers to make a record of things
they saw. (Daniel 12:8) The prophecy of the
Bible is history written before it happens.
Jehovah foreknew everything from the begin-"
ning to the end (Acts 15:18); and he caused it
to be written in such a way that it could not be
understood until the prophecy is fulfilled by
the events taking place. Then he expected the
people to understand it. '

15. Can you give an tnstance in whwh the
Lord foretold something Yo happen that we now
see? ‘ i : ’

Answer? Yes: He had Daniel record many
centuries ago that the time would come when
there would be rapid traveling across the land
and a great increase of knowledge in the world,

“which has eome within the last hundred years.

(Daniel 12:4) There are many instances of
this kind in the Bible, as we will find from time
to time in these studies. The Lord revealed
through another prophet a description of the
locomotive and railway train, many eenturies

-'before any man ever thonght about inventing or

brilding one. We will give the descnptxon of
this in some later lesson. *
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-~ TRAVEL AND

MISCELLANY

Service for- Travelers .
T THE foundation of the swift, smooth
travel of today is an intricate systegq of
coordinated service. Without the surrender of
the individual railroad worker’s will t¢ that of
the system, travel would be both difficult and
dangerous, and civilization would sink toward
the level of the semi-barbarous.

Every railroad man is inspired with the ideal
of as nearly perfect service as he can render.
Service by a worker-the publie scareely hears of,
the car inspector, makes sure that no car leaves
the terminal in a condition that might cause an
accident. The engineman’s service calls for un-

interrupted watchfulness and thoughtfulness

over every rod of track and at every signal, to
make safe delivery of the cargo at every stop.

Safe and efficient service by the conductor
takes a personal, sincere interest in the pas-
sengers, watches conditions, observes the dis-
patcher’s orders, and sees to the safety and as
+ far as possible the comfort of the hundreds
temporarily in his care. Service by the shop-
man takes care that the rolling stock is in as

good condition as possible in the time allowed’

for the adjustment and repair of engines and
cars and is an important contribution toward
the efficient operation of the system. The rail-
road clerk’s service contributes in some measure

to the possibility of the management's having .

the records which make for the eflicient opera-
tion of the system.

There is.no place where lack of the:spirit of
service shows more than in the conduet of the
-executives. Their spirit travels through the
perennnel, and manifests itself in the acts of
ev. _ zrploye of the road. Governing the entire

Bysiciu i8 the service rendered by the bankers:

and f£nanciers who act as directors, appoint

executives, control policies and supply the funds °

- required in a large way to purchase materials,
equipment and labor for the best maintenance
and operation of the system.

Modern travel is the resultant of the scrvice -

of thousands working separately but all to a
common end. In a snccessful railroad it repre-

sents the best that can be done for the money

to secure the safe and comfortable delivery of
- passengers and freight over mile after mile of

track to the destination. Itis an exemplification
of the Biblical maxim that “whosoever will be -
chiefest, shall be servant of all”. (Mark 10: 44)
Presumably it is true of the personnel of a

-system, from bankers down, if unfaithful, that

they are liable to hear the other Biblical in-
Jjunction, “Cast ye the unprofitable servant into
outer darkness: there ghall be weeping and
gneching of teeth”.—Matthew 25: 30,

The Big Bean -

O ACCUSTOMED are we to the bean in a

.shell that it rather surprises us to sec in a
display window a bean two or three feet long.
This monster among beans is a butter bean
originated in Japan. - )

One seed of the pew bean may grow into a
plant 90 or 100 feet long bearing 100 beans,
each up o four to six feet long and weighing
ien, twenty or thirty pounds, or more. It would
take & large and hungry family to dispose of
one twenty-pound bean at a meal or even in
& day. Just how mueh the big bean might help
out the cost-of-living problein may be figured
out by the curious by estimating how many
might be raised in a city back-yard.

The Japanese bean first began to be used in
this country after the war got under way, and
is now being widely nsed as a staple food. It
is said to be good eating when cut and fried
like egg plant, or boiled and served with a.
white sauce. ) S -

If this is a specimen of how the field is to
“yield its increase” in the Goldem Age, what
wonderful things may be expected when the
better order is fully under way!

Disease Aggravates Shortage
THE milk shortage in Switzerland is made
worse by the foot-and-mouth disease, which
is epidemic. On account of danger to the people,
dances and other assemblages of the people,
including funerals, are greatly restricted in the
attendance permitted. No milk is allowed to
reach condensed-milk factories or milk-choco-
late plants; and the.milk rations of children
are reduced thirty per cent. Cattle markets are
closed, and farmers from infected districts are
forbidden to enter the towns. .

B




GOLDEN AGE CALENDAR T

‘ DECEMBER 24

4O JANUARY 6

YAk : 1019-20 A.D.: -GO4S since Creation;

7248 DByrzantine Ern; BGRO Jerixh Prn- 2672 of Rome; 2005 of

Greex Olrmpiad Era; 2579 Jupu.nc.u Era; 1338 !lohnmmedln Era; 144th year of independence of the

TUnited Stater.

Srans: 3forming; Mercury, Venus and Mars to Dec. 31;

and Jupiter after Jag. 1.

Jupiter to Jun, 1; Saturn. Eroniag; Venus, Mars

Deeember 25, Wednceday

Mobammedan ‘month Rabia IT begins:
722 A , rets 4:37 r b1, ; Moon rikes T:00 5. m,
rete T:00 p.m.: iglht begins G:11 n. m.:_enu
G:42 p. m. l\ew York); 1015, I'resident Wilann
pramises a people’s peace by agreement of everyLody
concerned in the xettlement : Rerious conl shortagze in
Germany ;. Allies decide that Jtussin hersclf most
bring order aut of ehinos, and are in necord in refuring
to -undertake any Infge miliiary expedition  into
Russia; A potition with 22000 micmaturex appealing
for roleare of 300 conscientinur ohjoctora from the
Fort leavenworth military disciplinary barracks is
given to Secrciary Baker. .

December 25, Thursday

Chrirtmas Day: 1776, Battle of Trenton (235-20) ;
1915, Russian princes ‘and Czanst officers, basing
hoper on Kolchak .ml Denikine, axk 130,000 Alliet
troops ax ennuzh 1o “sare the country”; Germany
returns G,000.000,b000 franen warth of Rtocks tnken
from Freneh banks ! Chaplain Ydropd maker n report
on the aliezed incfhci ency and profiteering of the
Y.ML C. A, in France.

Decemder 26, Friday

Dayx after Chrintmas, China, Denmark, Dotch West
Indien, Germany. Netherlunids, New Zealand, Switzer-
Jand ; Boxinz liay. Australia, linnz Koug, Jumgicy,
Jihoderia ; St Sienhenu Duy, Austria. Lelginm, Fin-
Jand, Hungarr, ltaly; 191K, Pope Ilensdict Hndly
kvromhsat bix aid and mapport to wbe decision of tha
‘ersailles Covuncil: DProtiteers use airplanes to take
their ensrmous proms from Germury to Switzerland ;
German 5poriacan forces scize the Prussian War
Ministry.

Decembder 27, Baturday
nd Dnv after Christmas, Western Australin:

Beco
19185, Berlin Workmen's and Soldiers' Council convenex -

for purposes of recvustruction; Intervention in Rus-
Bal et & LU Bt B GCCea®] oD by the Allies
AltigA magasersiprts saneanchied by Russian Rolrheviki
eanccrninz terma of peace: A fund of $1.000.000.000
ia deeclared necessary to meet the 1919 deﬁt:-cy in
the §$..26-a-busbel Governmeat price of wheat

December 285, Sunday
Proclamation Day, Auastralia,

Deccembder 29, Monday

Bank Holidays, Costa Rica, (28-31); 1918, FPresi-
dent Wilson announcea that “it is the tonndenu of
the world we now mean to pllcc upon the throne
which others tried to ursurp™; U. 8. Senators receive
huadreds of le!mum- protutlnz against keeping
Auerican boys du Russia.

December 30, Tuesdoy

1017, Coldest hn\' York day In thirty-three yemrs,
thirteen degrees bLelow sero; 1 draft (greement
made between Uniied Btates. (.unldn. and _Great
Dritain ; l’ruident Wileon declares to 5,000 British
workoien, “If the future had nothing for us but a
new atiempt to keep the worid at the right poise by
A balance of nower, the United States would -take no
inlercst in it, becnusc she will join mo cowbination
nl‘ power that ix not » eombinatiou of us all”;
flamancmiy Jeclares hix adberence to the "old s\-ﬂem

,.of niliances eaflcd the balance of power: I should not
Yo telline the truth, # ] rajd 1 had aiways been in
agreemucu vwith him' [Wiltou] on nll ints” ;| Kecre-
VIr\' Dunres” ndvocates a navy rge a8 Grent

Britain's, if the Lcague of hntlou ta.lls to limit
aroiamesnts;. -

Decemder 2, Wedneaday

New Yrar's Eve. Bwitzerland; Memorial Day, Por-
tugal; Prinee Beoriy' Eirthday. Buigaria (nol cele-
brated this tine) ; 1917, Germany announres wnnre-
siricted «ubmarine warfare in certain gonen : 191K,
Lolshevik] revolit ostablishes s temporary Bolsheviki
renubhc in Silesin, Germany; War has vost the
United Biates $13,160,000,000,

éun rhu

Januvary 1, 1920, Thuradey

New Tcar's Dar:. Deginning of the year 4714,
Julinn Ern; and of {he year 1857, Spanish Ere;
Jewisli Feant of Tebet;: Clrictmas Day. Bulgaria:
Chinese New Year: Kprinz Jloliday, China, Dutel
Xant Indier. Eawall, Ilong Kong: Indepeadence Day,
Haitl: King's Blrt’hdn\' Siem: 1801, Union of Great
Dritnin and Ireland; I8GI. Lincoln's Emancipetion
Prociumation; 1018, Genersl March made Cbief of
Stafl. V'nited States Arm;'; Dolsheviki seize Rouman-
lan ships In Llack Sea and capture Odessa: Tnrtars
proclaim Crimean Republie; Senate for Yederzl con-

trol of railroods until cighteen months after the war;

1910, Pope Lencdict's New Year's message to America
benvveicnUs hopes the Puace Conference may result
io u new warld order, with a Lengue of Natioan,
conscription abwlished, and tribunals established to
adjust International disputes; President Wilson en
route to Italy to sce the king, the pope, and the
Methodist College: I'rance proposen to assome the
mandate for Armenia, Syria and Lebanon ;. Kaiser's
palace damaged $1,500,000 by theft and vanduliswm,

January 2, Fridey s

Algha Shivarnti Day, Indin: Arbor Day, Aritona;
Purificetion Day in Roman Catholi¢c countries: 1813,
Chrirtian People's Iarty in Germany protests agniust
lezislation “opposrink liberty in parochial echools”;
Prexident Wilson's journey through Italy is “Jike a
triumplal procession”; Senator Jolnson protesis
against more shedding of blood of American bors
In Russis,

January 8, Baturday
Cnrnival Day, Exrpt: San Blas Day, Paraguar

Lundi Gras Day. lelgium, I'rance: Monrday befors
Jent Carnival, Bolivia, Hondurag, Peru; 1917, United
Siates severs diplomatie relations with Germany and
dizminses Ambassador Dernrtorff: 1018, Promimeot
Lritons petition relicase of 1,500 comscientious objec-
tors in Pritish prisons; Colombia asks United States
to pay the $25,000,000 due her through the launching
of the I'anama Republic unier the Roosevelt régime:
The antborities and an immense crowd give President
Wilkion ap entbusiastic welcome; he announces that
the task of the Pcace Conference is “to organize the
friendship of the world,” and not to astablish the
balance-of-power principle; he discussen matters with
Pope lienedict; he cables for $100,000,000 to feed
Lurope: Regr Admiral Rodman recommends the
dertruction of the surrendered Germsn war abips
(which recommendation the Gennans foliowed later) ;
Turks begin killing Armenians,

Jonwary §, Svndoey

Jannary §, Mondcy
1919, Special propaganda aZents ars placed on
Amcrican war ships to combat anti-liritivh propaganda ;
Itounianian Jews sre grooted full citizsenship rights,
January 6, Tucsday
Christmas Day, Nussia, (G §); Eplphany Day, in
Rowan Catholic countrics; 1213, Geaeva und Milan
give President “llron a tumultuons greeting;
Coogress appropriates the $100,000,000 “wo revictusl
Furope"; Germany .announces that it i3 Deceszary
for her to “intervene encrgetically - (agalnat the
Russinn Bolsheviki) by taking diplomhatic and military
3" ; Yresident Paderewski of Poland pleads
for Alliod belp against Molshevism; The National
Security Leasue pnlans an utwh-e post-war cam-
paign agajnst Bolshevism ; Theodorc Roosevelt diem.
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