_.poured forth to aid suffering humanity,.

right and good quality.

. when this is said, it leaves little more.to be said favor-

. ated by the degradation of the fall, nor wholly poisoned in harmony 'with God?

" God-like element of sympathy exists, as a partial offset

- and character’ much better than they seem to know

‘Jesus Christ, our Lord!*
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‘‘There were present at that season some who told at once arouses the -question: In what way does God

~him of the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled - manifest his sympathy and Jove in such emergencies,

with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering said unto when even the hearts of fallen human beings are touch-
them, Suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners above ed, with sympathy ahd love—to acts. of kindness and,
all the Galileans, because they suffered such things? I succor? : - ,
tell 'you, Nay; but except ye repent, ye shall all like- A correct answer is, that God is represented in every
wise perish. . act of kinduess done, whether by his children or by
Or, those eighteen, upon whom the tower: of Siloam {he world; because their actions under such circum-
fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners stances are the -result of their possession of some mea-
above all men that dwelt in Jesusalem? I tell you, gure of his character and disposition. This answer is
Nay; but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise not full enough to be satisfactory; but, thank God, a
perish.”’—Luke 13: 1-5. fuller investigation, in the light of his Word, reveals a
- T D T— boundless sympathy -on his part—providing an‘abund-
~:+Noble -and good in the sight of both God and man gnt succor, which is shortly to be revealed.
cre the generous impulses of charity and sympathy, But why does not God immediately succor his crea-
awakened by great calamities in recent years, And tures from calamities? Or, to go still further back,
why does he, who has all wisdom to know and all
power to prevent, permit - calamities—cyclones, earth-
quakes, tidal waves, destructive floods, pestilences, ete.?
And while we are about it, we may as well include all
‘the evils which” God could prevent, if he would—all the
forms of sickness and pain and death; every manner of
destruction—wars, murders, ' ete.; everything which
causes pain or tronble to those willing to do and to be
The answer to one of these
questions' will be the answer to every question on the
subject; for.'all: human evils are related and have a
generously common source or cause. : . .
e Q. 3 P yebimany . mo gomprehend this eavse Sy, owe waast, 2o Tar batk,
who Ir times of ‘calamitous distress show that they to the very beginning of sickness, pain, death and sor-
have a tender spot somewhere in their hearts, would and row—to the Garden of Eden, where neither famine, pes-
do at other times lend time and brain and skill to the tilence, cyclone, earthquake, mor death in any form
arts of war, and in designing the most horrible imple- ya5 pevmitted; where man and his surroundings and
ments of warfare; and on occasions when bitter pas- .onqitions were pronounced ‘‘very good,’”’ even by God
ions are aroused would relentlessly and pitilessly himself, and must certainly have been greatly appre-
slaughter a thousand times as many as meet death by io¢eq by man, :who had tu be driven out and pre-
the accidents of nature. Yet, for ‘all this showing of yonted frpm returning by the fiery sword which kept the
the two elements in the same men, we rejoice that the way of access to the life-sustaining fruits of the Garden.

And this Creator, who so graciously provided for the
ife and comfort of his creatures, and who communed
with them and gave them his blessing and the promise
of everlasting life upon the sole condition of continued
obedience-—how came it that he should so change in his
aftitude toward his creatures as to. drive them from
the enjoyments of those Eden comforts and blessings,
out into the unprepared earth—to toil and weariness

» and insufficient sustenance, and thus to death?

v ially or
hem. Some, whose hearts in the presence of great _ We must remember that the Creator specia
zalamities overflow with sympathy al,)nd God-likeglove miratylously ‘‘prepared”’ in -advance the G::rde%n ﬂ?f
(which proves their hearts better and more sound than Eden, only, for man Sﬁ gpmforlvablef eni!}gymgﬂ. l° Gog
their theology), declare that God is the director and Iavors of life, and a fitting place for 18 trial.
cause of all disasters dnd troubles. Hence, whatever foresaw the fall of his creature, and provided that. the
men may do to alleviate such distresses would, accord- Penalty of sin, ‘‘dying thou shalt die,’” instead of belllng
ing to this false view, be so much done in opposition Suddenly inflicted, as by a lightning stroke or other
to God; und whatever love and sympathy they feel, ig Speedy method, should be served out gradually by con-
so much sentiment opposed to God’s sentiments— flict-with the unfavorable conditions (of climate, ster-
which are thus made to appear m‘alicious.\ ility of ‘ soil, -storms, miasma, thorns, weeds, ete.), of

. . . the unprepared earth; the preparation of which would
But it 3eems a yery slight thing to charge the Al- require seven thousand years more to entirely fit it for
mighty with causing earth’s calamities—in comparison ipo habitation of perfect, obedient, human children of
with the general thought of Christendom, -that God had God. ’ :
premedi‘catedl,l planned, from before the fgundatimi of “Man a Convict.
the world, their everlasting torture—the direst calam- - ' .
ity imaginable. Tornadoes, earthquakes, epidemics of _ Adam and EV%’ therefol(’le, :flentlff?cr:gv'fggg Egggrctol?e
disease, would be mercies and kindnesses in comparison Victs, under sentence of ‘death se p ld triond.  The
with such diabolical. schemes and preparations as are MOSt just of all &ques’ their Cz’eabor_ lartl d;i:lenra:dua.lly
accredited to the Lord by the vast majority of his chil- conglctshesj;een(lied 11'5 2 ’if;.elm); 211 eCr: o aEdVJudge
dren, who suffer still from the superstition, ignorance rather than suddenly; while to the atC i fab
and blindness of the ‘‘dark ages,’’ and its creeds, this'was expedient because of His plan for their l.lvt.ure',
Alag, that such false conceptions of the justice and love 41 Which such experience with jmperfect conditions

able to calamities or their influence.

While these charities should not be misconstrued to
signify that God’s consecrated saints are rapidly multi-
plying—for many of the charitable are not the conse-
crated, and some are even infidels—yet they are an,
evidence that at least some of the original God-likness
of our race remains; that it has not been ‘wholly obliter-

by the bad theology of the dark ages.
in a period, perhaps,
known to history,

‘While we: live
as selfish and money-loving as any
yet millions of dollars are

d

to the devilish qualities of selfishness and heartlessness,
which, under the degrading influence of man’s fallen
state, have grown strong during the past six thousand
years. :
Preparatory.. to - looking carefully,
Scripturally “at the question, Why does God permit
calamities? let Us note some of the absurd views of
some  Christion people, who should know God’'s Word

reasonably and

-of our Creator should .ever have gained a foothold in ould be of great value—a plan for the increase of

our minds—io distort our every conception of every the race, and for its discipline and final redemption and

O Lord, grant Thy people a restoratior}. o as . s
great opening of the eyes of their understanding, that £ The d\.at}}d pf}l;alty'h inflicted in fth‘s. ]?;";’;‘fréug’log
we may be able to_comprehend with all saints, the lores‘aw Woﬁ s ’0(‘115 ezgpgrience, f“r’.us ! da't bane.
lengths and the breadths, the heights and the depths of foson. on the Sxooriing sinfu s e A Dane
Thy love and mercy toward Thy creatures through [Ul results as would never need to be repeated—a le
The difficulty is that men SOR. therefors, whlch1 wouhld pé(})lﬁt 1;a;ll ﬁhﬁ lear111 it to
3 bl 3 all eternity; especially when rist’s Millennia, reign
God's Sae chinactos af Tove wrd S s G o Sl manitost I sorirant M P A2
for these devilish doctrines; and these false interpreta- Iighteousness. God also designed that '}Ehe exercise of
tions were originated in the ‘‘dark ages” by those who an’s mental faculties in coping with the disturbances
instigated or assisted in burning, and otherwise tor. 20d-imperfections of his surroundings and in inventing
menting, real Bible believers ’ reliefs, and the exercise of his moral faculties in com-
Ing, N . o '~ bating his own weakvesses, and the ealls upon his . sym-
God’s Sympathy—How Shown. - pathy, should prove heneficial.

When we declare that whatever there is of love and Had the -sentence of God (in addition to a loss of
ympathy in man is only the remnant of the original -Eden’s comforts and experience with sin and death)
divine li¥eness in which Adam was created, not wholly condemned his creatures to an eternity of torment and
effaced by six thousand yeavs of degradation in sin, it anguish, as so many now believe and teach, who could

- - R defend such a sentence, or call tks Judge Just, or lov-
*See *‘What Say the Scriptures About Hell.”* Price ing, or in any sense good? Surely no one of a sound
15¢ post paid. : ) mind

But when it is seen that the Scriptures teach that .

death (extinction), and not life in torment, was the
penalty pronounced and inflicted, all is reasonable. God
has a right to demand perfect obedience from his per-
fect creature when placed under perfect conditions, as
in Adam’s case. And the decree that mone ‘shall live
everlastingly except the perfect, is both a wise and 2
just provision for the everlasting welfare of all God’s
creatures. :

There is a depth of meaning in the Creator’s words,
as he sent forth his fairly tried and . justly condemned
creatures, among the thorns and briars, to labor and

pain, and sorrow, and disease and to be subject to the -

casualties and calamities of nature’s unfinished work.

He said, ‘‘Cursed is the ground for thy sake’’; i.e., The:

earth in general is in its present imperfect condition
for your profit and experience; even though you may not
esteem it so. Adam would have sought to retain con-
tinual access to the garden fruits, to avoid-severe labor
and-to enable him to fully sustain his vital powers and
live forever; but in loving consideration for man’s
ultimate good, no less than in'justice, and in respect for
his own' sentence of death, God prevented this and
guarded the way back to the Garden; in order that the
death sentence should not fail of execution, in order
that sinners should not live forever and - thus per-
petuate \gin, ‘

impgztj,éct.i<)ns and ‘weaknesyes, und “also lle pendi-
t185 of*tHése; for ‘‘who can bring a clean thing out of
an unclean?’’ The whole race, therefore, as convict
laborers, have not only been learning what sin and evil
are, and their undesirable results, but by their labor
and skill they are serving to ‘prepare the earth. and
bring it as a whole to the full perfection designed for
it, and illustrated in the condition of Eden—ready for
8 further purpose of God of which none but his chil-
dren’ (and not all -of them) are made aware through
the Scriptures.

We can. see, then, that Tabor and toil were prescribed
for man’s good, They have kept him so employed that
-he could not plan and consummate evil to the same ex-
tent that he otherwise would have done. And as the
earth becomes more fertile, approaching perfection,
man’s vitality becomes less; so that now, with greater
leisure to plot and scheme and grow wise in evil, the
period of life in which to do so is shorter. What a
imercy in disguise is present shortness of--life, under
present circumstances! Were some of our ‘‘shrewd
business men’’ who accumulate millions of money, and
grasp great power in a few short years;, to live 930
years, as Adam did, what might we expect but’ that
one man, or at most a syndicate or trust, wotld own
every foot of land, control every drop of water and
every breath of air, and have the rest of the race for
their dupes and slaves?

God’s action, thenm, ins exposing his creatures %o
death, pain and various calamities, it must be’ seen, was,
first of all, one which related only to his present life
on earth, and to no other; for of any continuance of
life, in any other locality, God did not give him the
slightest intimation. On the contrary, the words of the
Denalty were: ‘‘Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou
Yeturn’’—*‘dying thou shalt die.”’—Gen, 3:19; 2: 17,
margin, ' /

. True, God gave promise that, somehow and at some.
time, a _son of the woman should accomplish a deliver-
ance. But it was then vague and indefinite, merely a
glimmer of hope, to show them that though God dealt
Severely with them, and on lines of law and justice,
he sympathized with them, and would, ultimately, with-
out violating justice or ignoring his own righteous sen-
tence of death, bring succor,

God Just, Yet the Justifier of Sinners,

Paul tells us that God adopted a method for the re-
covery of man from that original sentence of death

that came upon all as the result of Adam’s fall, which:

would show 'the justice of his sentence and the wun-
changeableness of his decrees, and yet permit such as
are sick of sin to use their experience wisely, and to
return to harmony and obedience to their Creator and
his ‘just and reasonable laws and regulations.

This Divine Plan, by which God could remain Just
and unchangeable in ‘his attitude toward sin and sin-
ners, and yet release the well-disposed from the penalty
of sin (death and disfavor), is stated by. the Apostle
in Rom. 3: 24-26.

In brief, this plah provided that anothef man who,
by obedience to the law of God, should prove his worthi-
ness of eternal life, might, by the willing sacrifice of the

The-children of the condemned pair inherited their

yet.

N
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life ‘to which He 'was thus'proved worthy, redeem the
forfeited life of Adam and of his posterity who lost life
through him; for it i written, ‘‘In Adam all die,”’ and
‘‘By: the offence of one, sentence of .condemnation came
on all men.'’—i1 Cor. 15: 22; Rom. 5:12, 18.
i ' .. .The Redeemaer, "

- Since ‘the condemnation to death was thus upon all
men, and since another man newly created and inex-
perienced ‘as Adam was, though just as favorably situ-
ated, would have been similarly liable to fall, God de-
vised - the marvelous plan of transferring his own be-
gotton Son from the spiritual to the human nature and
thus:provided a man fit for sacrifice—‘‘the man Christ
Jesus. who gave  himself a ransom for all’’; ‘‘who,
though he was rich -[though he was possessed of glory

and honor and riches and wisdom and power above both'

angels and men], mnevertheless for our 8akes became
poor (humbling himself to ‘a lower nature, that of a
‘man,  becoming obedient - even wunto. death) that we
through his poverty might be made rich.”’—1 Tim.
2: 5,65 2 Cor. 8: 9. . T
Thus the one first created, *‘the first-born of all crea-
tion’’ (Col. 1: 15), ‘‘the beginning of the creation of
God’’ (Rev. 3: 14), the one who had known God’s
character longer, more fully and more intimately than
any other being, the one in fact who had been Jehovah’s
chief ‘and honored, intelligent and active Agent in: the
creation of angels a8 well as.of men, the one by whom
‘all. things were made; and aside from whom not any-
. . 'thing was made (John 1: 3; Col.-1: 16, 17)-—this great
¥ 'being Jehovah’s Prime Minister, and next to. himself in
.-dignity, the Almighty entrusted with the great work of
redeeming ‘and ‘restoring mankind. . o il
To redeem them would cost-the sacrifice of the Son’s
own life as their ransom price, with, all that that im-
plied ' of suffering and self-denial. To restore them
(such of them as should prove worthy—whosoever wills)
would require the exercise of divine power to open the
. prison-house of. death, and to break the fetters of sin
and prejudice and superstition, and give to all the re«
- deemed the fullest opportunity to decide whether they
love good or evil, righteousness or sin, truth or error—s
'to. destroy -all: who love ard ‘work iniquity,
velop. and ‘perfect again all ‘who' love and:
~upon its only condition-—righteousness.

L

-in- congtrast with righteousness.

. g G
joy to all the worthy, by eradicating, forever, sin and
all who love it after' fully comprehending its character
Even ‘his friends and

:disciples were slow to realize these grand dimensions of:

" his: work, though he continually repeated ‘them and

bore witness, saying: .‘‘The Son of Man came to give-

~his' life a ransom for many’’; ‘‘Verily, verily,:the hour

is ' coming* when -the dead shall hear the : voice ‘of

;{:h’e ~Son - of - God, and they: that hear [heed] shall ;
‘live.

1y

v ‘‘The Lord hath sent me to preach deliv-
erance to the -captives -[of death]. and recovering ‘of

‘sight to the [mentally, morally and physically] blind;
‘to set at liberty them that are bruised’’—injured by the

Adamic fall—Matt. '20: 28; John 5: 25; Luke 4: 18.
i The sacrifice of thé Redeemer’s ‘all, as man's ransom

. price, was offered at the time he was thirty years old—

at his baptism.” And there the offering was accepted
by Jehovah, as marked by his annointed with the spirit. -
Thenceforth, he spent the three and a half years of his
ministry in using wuip: the consecrated life already offer-
ed; and this he completed at Cdlvary. There the price
of our liberty was paid in full. “‘It is finished!’’ It
holds good; it is acceptable by the grace of God, as the
offset and covering for every weakness and: sin of the
first man, and his posterity, resulting either directly, or
indirectly, from the first disobedience and its fall. All
that is necessary since, for a full return to divine favor
and communion and to an inheritance in the Paradise of
God, which the great Redeemer in <due time has prom-
ised to establish in the entire earth, as at first 'in the

Garden of Eden, is a recognition of sin, full repentance, -

and -a turning from sin to righteousness. Christ will
establish righteousness in the éarth by the Kingdom of .
God, which he has promised shall be established and’
for which he has bidden us wait and hope, and for which

“he taught us %o pray, ¢!Thy Kingdom -come, Thy will
be done on earth even as it is done in heaven.”’

To know the Father’s plan and his privilege of co-

" -operation in its execution, was to appreciate it and Joy:
fully ‘engage therein. Willingly our Lord Jesus laid
aside the glory. of the highei nature which he had had
with the Father from before the creation of- man. (John
17: 5; 2 Cor..8: 9). He was ‘‘made flesh’’ (John

1: 14; Heb. 2: 14), became a man' at thirty years of.

‘age, and then began the.great work of sacrifice, the
sacrifice of himself, for the cancellation. of the sin of
the firgt man, to recover Adam and his race by dying
on their behall, ag thair Redeemer. By giving Justice
the price of their liberty from Divine ¢ondemnation, he
securés the legal right to cancel the sentence of con-
- /demnation to death against them, and hence the right to
resurrect or restore to life and to all the lost estate
and blessings, ‘‘whomsoever he. wills."” (John 5: 21.)
. i"And he wills to restore all who shall prove worthy. And
" to'prove who are worthy of everlasting life will be the
object ot the Millennial reigh-—1. Tim. 2: 4; 2 Petér
3 ! [ iy

This fact that our Lord’s ‘mission to earth at the
first advent wes to die for the race, that he might undo
‘the resnlts of Adam’s transgressions, and to Secure the
right {0 resurrect them and restore them, -is clearly
stated by the Apostle.—See, {Rom, 5: 6-12,. 16-19, 21;
1 Cor. 15: 21-24. .

. By His Kiowledge. ) :

Though fempted in all points like as we (his *‘breth-
‘ren’’) are, he ignored his own will (Luke 22: 42; John
4: 34; 5: 80) and- all suggestions from others contrary
to.‘God’s plan (Matt. 16; 23; Luke 4: 4, 8,-12), and
obeyed God implicitly. - And therein lay the secret of
“his success. ' Temptations did mnot overcome him, as
they did even the perfect man Adam, beciuse of the
_fulness of his consecration to the Divine will and plan;

~-and this fulness of consecration and trust was the result
of his intimate knowledge of the Father . and his un-
bounded confidence in his wisdom, love and power. He
had knowledge of his previous existence as a spirit be-
ing with: the Father (John 17: 5;.8: 12, 18). - Our
Lord’s success, then, was the result of being rightly
exercised by his knowledge of God; as it is written,
. ‘‘By his knowledge shall my ‘righteous servant justify
‘many, while bearing their iniquities.”’—Isa, 53: 11,

The suggestive thoughts here are two: Tirst, that
even @ perfect man failed in trial because of the lack
of: full appreciation of God’s! greatness, goodness and
‘resources. Secondly, the knowledge (as'in Satan’s case)
would be valueless, if unaccompanied by sincere love
and consecration to God’s will. ' “A’ lesson further, to
Christ‘s ‘‘brethren,’’ is, that knowledge and consecra-
tion are both essential to their following in ‘the Mas-

"~ ter’s footsteps. . . L ' . . :
. /Among men he and his mission were not- really
known; even his most ardent followers and. admirers at

lld ‘tbi,,q.e‘ -
(’?059‘ life:

“YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH.’

“Death, in whatever form it may come, is perishing,
ceasing to exist. All mankind, through Adam’s trans-
gression, came under condemnation to loss of life, ‘to
‘‘perish,*’ -*‘to be as though they had not been.”’ ‘And
only one way of escape from that condemnation has
been provided (Acts. 4: 12.) Because of Chrigt’s re-
demptive "work all may escape perishing by accepting
the conditions of life. During Christ’s Millennial reign
those whom Pilate slew, and those upon whom . the
tower of Siloam fell, and all others of the race, sharers®
in the death penalty now upon all, will be released
from the tomb, brought to a knowledge of Christ, his
ransom work, and their privilege of repentance and full
restitution to divine favor—Ilife, etec. 'Thus seen, the
Adamic death penalty was—+to perish; but it will ‘be
cancelled by Christ’s Ransom, -so far as it relatez to
those who, when brought to know the Redeemer, shall
forsake sin, No longer should. it be regarded as a per-
ished condition, but as’a ‘‘sleep’’ (John 11: 11-14;
Matt. 9:°24; 1 Thes. 4: 14; 5: 10), from which the
Redeemer will awaken all, to.give each who did not have
it before being ‘overtaken by Adaniic ‘dedath, a full, "in-
dividual opportunity to escdpe perishing and Hve for-
ever.
hold upon: the gracious Life-giver ' shall ‘perish;. they
will “fail to obtain the full restitution provided; they
shall never see: [perfect] life [full restitution] for the
wrath or condemuation of God will abide on"them, con-
demning thiem to death as unworthy of life, ' As this
will be their second: condemnation, and an individual
one,; so the penalty will be the Second Death, which will
not be general to the race, but only upon such indi-
viduals as refuse God’s favor of reconciliation and- life.

Under that blessed and wise rule of Christ as King'
of nations,* all the evil, depraved tendencies inherited
from the fall and from the six.thousand years of degra-
dation, will be restrained, held in check, by super-
human wisdom, love and power; and all being brought
to a clear knowledge of the truth in 'its every phase, all
will be fairly and fully tested. The lovers of right-
eousness will be perfected and given control of the per-
fected earth, while those loving unrighteousness under
that clear light of knowledge and experience will, as fol- -
Jowers of Satan’s example, be utterly destroyed in the
Second Death. The: first death is’ the ‘destruction to
which all were subjected by Adam's sin, but from which
all will. be recovered by the Lord Jesus’ sacrifice; and
the Second Death is.that destruction which: will over-
take those:who, though redeemed by Christ from the

-first death, shall,” by their own wilful conduct, merit

*Sinaitic. MS. - omits the words ‘‘and now is.’’

*Not visible in flesh, however, for he is no longer
flesh, having been highly exalted again after: he had
finished@ the flesh flife’ by giving it as our ransom price

Yet, finally, all who shall fail to repent and lay -

.different from' the remainder 'of the race; and’

and receive death again, This ‘Second; Death means:
their utter destruction, without hope of, anothi 3
demption or, resurrection, for Christ  dieth ‘no ‘mo:
Nor could any good reason for their further trial-be:
assigned; for the trial -granted "during the Millennial.
age‘under Christ, as Judge, will be athore fai
and individual and final trial—1"Cor.:15
As our Lord Jesus used the.calamities of .
illustrating. thé just penalty against all.wh

gin and lay ‘hold upon the Redeemer

d
‘we ‘use them. :We declare that: destruction, i
is the just penalty of sin taught in the Seripture

denotunce as: u
so -generally: believed by God’s" childr
Satan’s bla emous slanders again
And we pro¢laim' that -only by fait]
repentance and reformation, can theigi] { T
life through Jesus Christ our Lord, be obtained, ‘Who:
ever hears the offer of life is 'responsible to the exten:
that he understands it; and accor ~to God” i
and plan all mankind ‘shall, at*som
the Gospel age ,or during the e¢oming
brought to a full,  ¢lear apprecidtion
and opportunities, with fullest opportu:
ance and life.- . . R
Calamities, then, are:'to be regarde
accidents, attributable to human im;
of experience, or to disturbances
paration of the earth for its more quie
dition during the Sabbath, or Sevent]
(the Millennium), and for its' state of 30!
tion forever after. the Millennium, during which
Christ’s direction, it ' shall be- given. it§ -
touches and be made fully ready for i
which his reign shall prepare also to'righ
enjoy and rule the perfected earth. ‘And m: ex:
posed to these calamities and accidents, and not defend
ed from them by his Almighty Creator, because, fir
man ig a sinner condemned to death, and is nof b
spared from if, but must be allowed to pass through
and secondly, by the present experienices .with itr
and sorrow and pain, all of which
death, mankind is learning 'a les
store an experience with sin and; it
ants, sorrow;. pain and death, whi¢h; w:
that Millennial Age, when. each 'shi
choose between good and evil.’ e
first; the good, and its blessed results
dimly seen at present, will be full
during the Millennium., S
Special Providences for ‘the Saints
But some one inquires, If this be God’s plan
deeming the world b]y the death of ‘his Son; and
ing and restoring all whé believe in: and accept o
and obey and love righteousness, why 'did not the
lennial reign; of Christ, with its favorable. conditions: -
and powerful restraints, begin at once; a8 soon as Christ..
had given the ransom-price at Calyary; in: ; i
pelling ‘those who would follow righ i
through blogdy. -seas’ : and :suffer: for' righte
sake? Or else, why not have postponed the gi
the ransom until the close of the six thousand
evil and the inauguration:of the Millennial
at least, if! the present order-of -event: best
Divine wisdom, why does not God specially prote
calamities,  accidents, sorrow, pain, death, e
who have fully accepted of Christ and.-who h
ficed and . are using their all in. th
eousness? .l 4 5 5
Ah, yes! The subject would be incomplet
point left untouched.. The consecrated. sain
Church of the Gospel Age, are a.‘‘peculiar pe

i

C

are ‘but elements of -

dealings with:.them are peculiar and differe

Calamities, great and small, continually involve d’s:
saints as well as thé worldly, and seemingly as:mu¢h by
accident. “'But herein the Lord provides tests for: our

faith—-intended ‘either to turn us: bacl
sufficient faith to permit further progr
and strengthen and inecrease our faith.
will exercise it under Divine direction. - .. °
The Lord’s assurance to his truly consecrated

begotten children is, that all things shall work ‘together:
for good to.them. (Rom. 8: 28.)  'God assures them:
that having entered into a new relationshij
of their affairs are henceforth his: affai
Consequently, they may realize fully, t
world may be subject to accidents; incident
imperfect - conditions under “the- curse, G
ones’’ are his peculiar care.  Not a hair of ti
may suffer injury- without his knowledge and consent.
(Matt. 10: 30; Luke 12: 7.) How.wonderfull’ And
yet how reasonable when we. recall the assurance that,

o the Lord

3
eS8,

‘“Liké as a father, pitieth his childreén,.
pitieth them' that reverence him.!’--Psalm 108

" THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD

*‘He ' preached unto them. Jesus and the Resurreec-
tion.”” (Acts 17:18.), ‘‘And when they heard of the
Resurrdction of the dbad some mocked.’” (Acts. 17:32.)
‘‘If there be no Resurrection of ‘the dead . . . then
is our preaching vain, and your faith is adso vain . . .
then is not. Christ raised, and . ¥e are yet.in
your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in
Christ are perished.’’—1 Covr. 15: 18-18.

When we remember that the word ‘‘resurrection’’ is
used no less than thirty-seven times in the New Testa-
ment,. besides various other words: of similar import:
and when we remember that all the prominenticreeds of

. Christendom declare faith in a resurrection as an inte-

first supposed ‘that his mission' was merely to heal some.

of the sick: Jews, and to advance their nation:to the
rulership of a . dying world,  and .to. be & teacher of
morals; 'they saw not-at first that his mission ‘was to
~lay the foundation of a world-wide empire, ‘which should
include not only the living, but also the dead, of Adam’s

‘race, and which: should insure everlastingly peace and_

gral and essential part of Seriptural doctrine and of the
hope. of ‘eternal life-—in. view: of these facts, ‘and of the
strongilanguage of the.texts above quoted, whose in-
spiration  is' conceded by all Christians, it may seem
strangeé. that we: should ask any Christian the question,
Do you believe in the resurrection of the dead? ' - '

Nevertheless, we have:serious reason to doubt that'a
belief: in the resurrection of the dead prevails amongst
Christians to any considerable extent; and it is because

G :
we believe the resurrection to be'a very:
trine in its ‘connection with -other doctrines “o
ture (throwing light upon other doctrines), ‘that
sire to'call general attention to this subject and &
vite an examination of our question in'thelig
facts and of Scripture; our hope being that after
ful examination of the subject many more: of
people will . .come to believe~—consistently," log
Scripturally=—in a resurrection, = oo
Resurrection ‘Rarely Chosen Now 'ak a Subject
o Sermons,
‘‘Like priest, like people,”” is an old.adag
plies ‘that the views of the teaching or ¢l
on any subject may safely be considered
the views of their parishioners, ~ It is ¥
ascertain the views ‘of the clergy- of 'all den
on the subject of the resurrection.  of ‘thi
although that-topic is rarely chosen for' d
cept upon Easter Sunday, it is, '.ne\ve;the
solubly attached to ‘every funeral service
numerous occasions, we believe, amply. justif;
statement that. both the clergy of all Wpnomi
‘their people have little or no faith in'a resu
the dead. ' . i
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True, it is customary on -every funeral occasion to
read the words of fhe Apostle Paul, in. which he sets
forth the resurrection as the Christian’s hope (1 Cor.
15), but this seems to be a mere concession on the part
of the officiating minister. He feels it to be his duty
to read ‘something on the subject, but his remarks

, following the reading prove most conclusively that, ‘so
far from believing that the person whose corpse is about
to be buried.is dead, he believes, and instructs his hear-
ers that they should believe that their friend and neigh-

~bor i1s ‘‘more alive than he ever was.’” Frequently, in-

deed, he plays directly into the hands of the '‘Spiritual-
(ists’’ and ‘‘Christian Scientists,’’ by telling the audi-
-ence that- the spirit of their dead friend is with them
in the room, hovering over them; and that if permitted
to.speak he would say to them, ‘‘Dry your tears; weep
not for me; I am far better off in glory.’’ '

‘To Many Death has Become 3 Delusion and Not &

Reality. -

Indeed, 'it has come to be the general belief among
Christian_ people that. death is a-delusion, and not a
reality; that people merely seem to die, and do not die;
that they merely experience a change to a higher form
of being; that. so-called’ ' “‘Christian Scientists’’ are
quite correct in saying, ‘‘There is no death.’’

Whoever holds such views does not; cannot consist-

ently believe in ‘‘the résurrection of the dead’’; be-
cause if on one is dead, how.can threre be a resurrection
of the dead? Wherein would be the sense in speaking
of a resurection of the dead to.life, if they already
have life more abundantly than. they possessed. it be-
fore they seemingly died? '
- But thousands of ministers would answer us, saying,
““When speaking 'of the resurrection, we merely mean
a resurrection: of the body—the bodies which. we bury

“"are all to come forth again from the grave, and the
gpirits whith parted from them 'in death:are to_ be
rehabilitated in those' bodies in‘the reaurrection. This

_-is what we nean by resurrection.’’ . .

Well, well! “Who would have supposed such incon.

E §istency on the part of so many learned and well-mean-
ing men! Before taking up the Scriptural side of the
question, to.show that such expectations are at variance
with the Scripture teaching, let ug ‘éexamine the .pro-.
position of these ministers in the light of its own in-
consistency.’ ‘ o

* “*Consistency, Thou Arf 3 Jewel.”’

(1) They tell us that the deceased is *‘far better off,’”
in that he he has gotten free from the ‘‘fetters of the
flesh,’’ and that now ‘‘his free spirit wings its flight
to God, no longer hampered and hindered by the mortal
-dust.’”’  They go into ecstasies in describing the gran-
déur- and liberty and blessedness of the one who has
died, and who, by reason of getting rid of the body,
has attained to life more abundant, knowledge a hun-
dred-fold, and blessings indescribable.

(2) Tn the same breath they quote’ the Scriptures

... referring to- the resurrection and. (wholly misconstruing

those Scritures) .tell-us that by .and by, at the second
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, the same bodies of
. flesh  that ‘were buried will be reorganized (Dr. Tal-
mage, in his famous’ resurrection sermon pictured ithe
_resurrection morning; and the entire sky . darkened
“ with the fragments of human bodies coming together
from various parts-of the earth; where a finger, a foot,
or a hand had been lost by accident, disease or ampu-
tation) ; they tell us that then the spirit beings which,
they say, left those bodies at death, will return to them,
as their everlasting habitations.. Then, inasmuch.as the
. resurrection is Scripturally set forth to be the grand
and glorious result and consummation of our salvation,
:they - feel compelled to go into ecstasies over their
erroneous presentation of the resurrection, and to tell
how glorious and grand will be the result. .

The Man 50 Would be Sadly Handicapped.

They seem to overlook entirely the inconsistency of
these two propositions; and they expect that their
-hearers will be similarly inconsistent and illogical (and
apparently their expectations are fully justified, for
the majority of their hearers swallow the inconsistency
without difficulty..; yea, many of them seem to think
that the more\inconsistént and unredsonable their be-
lief may be, the more reason .they have to congratu-
late themselves that they have “a very strong faith.
However, the real fact is that they have a very strong
eredulity. ~But they will have no reward for beliaving
unreasonable things which God’s Word has not taught,
‘but has contradicteéd. ’

Who cannot see, if he will, -that the man who dies
fifty years old, if in‘dying he obtains life more abun-
dant and knowledge a hundredfold, and a freedom to
‘‘wing his flight,”’ etc., would be sadly disappointed
+by a resurrection—if it should mean to him reimprison-

_ment in a tenement. of clay, with physical restrictions
and human limitations? ' And then, if he had thus for
‘centuries been a *‘free  spirit,”” roaming at liberty
throughout the Universe, untrammeled by a body and
bodily limitations, where would be the consistency on
God’s part of reimprisoning such an one in a human

body, Wwhose powers and.uses would be entirely for- -

gotten during those centuries of liberty? 'And if to be
without a_ body: is. ‘‘perfect bliss,”’ .as the funeral
orators tell, how could there be anything -added to
perfect bliss by a resurrection of the body, and a rein-
- carceration therein? ) o .
'From the foregoing considerations we feel that we
. are justified in our assumption .that the- vast majority
of Christian people do not believe in a resurrection-—
neither the Scriptural kind (“‘a resurrection of the
.8ead’’), nor in the kind they themselves teach, namely,
a resurrection of the body.

The Scriptures Hold Out the Only Hope, the
Consistent Hope, ;

With.this preface to our subject we go to the Scrip-.\

tures to learn from them what is meant by ‘‘the re-
surrection of the dead,”” 'and in what manner and
why the Scriptures speak of the resurrection as the
hope, the only hope, the blessed hope, not only of the
Lord’s - people, who. are t0 have part in the ‘‘first
“gpesurrection,’’ but of the world in general, who are to

have an opportunity to share in the resurrection.of
judgment, improperly translated *‘the resurrection of
damnation.”’—dJohn 5:.29. ’

Whoever would believe the Scriptural doctrine of the
resurrection must also believe the Scriptural docttine
respecting death——that death is death, the cessation of
Jife. Then, and not until then, will he be able to
understand the Apostle’s words in our text, ¢‘If there
be no resurrection of the dead, . . . then they
which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.’’

Nor is this statement by the great Apostle Paul an
exception to or indifferent from the teaching of the
Scriptures elsewhere. Their unanimous testimony is
that the dead are dead; that ‘‘in that very day their
thoughts perish.’”’ (Psa. 146: 4.) Of the dead the
Scriptures further declare, ‘‘His sons come to honor
and he knoweth it not; to dishonor, and he perceiveth
it not of them;’’ for there is neither wisdom, nor
knowledge, rior device in the grave whither thou goest.’’
—Job 14: 21; Eeel. 9: 10.

Shall We Believe God or Satan? K

Here is a direect conflict between modern teachers
and the inspired Word, the ‘Scriptures claiming: that
the dead know not anything, the modern theologians
claiming that they know everything. The Bible claims
that the dead are really dead, ard have really suffered
according to the Divine penalty for sin pronounced
against our race—*‘Dying thou shalt die.”” " The oppos-
ers take up with Satan’s delusive statement to Mother
Eve, ‘‘Ye shall not surely die,”’ and attempt to prove
that the dead are not dead; that God’s penalty against
sin did not go into effect, and that death, so far from
being the sentence or curse upon our race, is a blessing,
a step in a general process of evolution. The two
theories are as -far apart as the poles, and the two
teachers of these two theories, as we have shown, are
God, on the one hand, and Satan, ‘‘a liar from the
beginning,’’ on the other hand. Which shall we believe?

The entire Plan of Salvation is connected with this
question, If death was not the penalty of sin, incurred
through Adam, then ‘‘life and that more abundant’’ is
not the reward and blessing of God secured through
Christ by & resurrection. Satan’s -proposition, which
has been so widely accepted by the Lord’s people, and
which exercises so binding dn influence upon their
minds, is the reversal, in every sense of the word, of
the Divine proposition that death is the curse or
penalty of sin; that_Christ died to release man from
this sentence or curse, and that the release comes by
the resurrection of the dead, who otherwise would never
have future life, as says the Apostle in our text. Satan’s
theory declares death a blessing which brings the ful-
ness of life and liberty and joy, and would make of
the resurreétion a curse, bringing imprisonment and
difficulty and restriction and pain and trouble.

Jesus Preached the Resurrection.
No wonder that, blinded by this deception of the

Adversary, the majority of the great theologians of.
~Christendom~and - rapidly their- -many - followers—-are"

leaving the doctrine of the Atonement, which declares

L3 a
that *'as by a man [Adam] came death, so also by 2. 4. deathless quality in the man’s constitution, but by

man [the man Christ Jesus] comes the resurrection of
the dead; that as all in Adam die, even so all in Chris
shall be made alive.”’—1 Cor, 15: 21, 22. ) .
- Tf -the reality of death is denied, it is no more
difficult to deny the reality of sin. If it is claimed that
Father Adam was not created in the image and likeness
of God, but: was created a very close image and likeness
of the monkey, it follows that in that low condition of
intelligence he was unfit for trial for eternal life; and it
is only a further step to deny that he ever had a trial
and that he ever failed and fell from grace. And if the
fall is denied, and, instead, the claim is put forward
that man has really been advancing even to the present
time—losing his likeness to the monkey and gaining
in likeness to God, then it will be consistent also to
take the next step, and declare that since man did not
fall he did not need to be redeemed from the fall.
And hencé, with all such reasoning upon false Serip-
tural basis, it appears logical to deny the oft-repeated
declaration -of God’s Word, that our Lord Jesus is our
Redeemer, and that ‘‘He is the propitiation for our
sins [the Church’s sins], and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world,’”’ giving for us,
as our ransom or corresponding price, His own life,
that He might buy back the forfeited life of Adam.
We thus see that the leading lights of Christendom
today, repudiate both of the cardinal features of the
Gospel, which the Apostle preached of old: ‘‘He preach-
ed Jesus and the resurrection’’—Jesus as the Redeemer

‘no ‘longer.

of mankind from sin and its curse—death—and the
resurrection as the grand result of that redemptive
work, . by which the blessing. secured by the Ransom-
sacrifice. will be made applicable to and available for
whosoever wills to accept eternal life upon the terms
of this Age. We are reminded here of our Lord’s own
words respecting unbelief at the_present time: He
says, ‘“When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find the
faith on the earth?’’—Luke 18: 8. . . .
The Five Senses in Full Accord with the Scriptures.

The Scripture declarations respecting death are in
full ‘accord with the testimony of the five senses given
us 88 men by our Creator; and this is what we should
expect, though we should be ready to admit the possi--
bility of our senses being in error if the Divine revela-
tion contradicts our senses. But when our senses are
contradicted by a human theory, contrary to Scripfural
statements, the theory should be rejected and the testi-
mony of the senses held to be true; and when the
Scripturs and our senses together unite in ohe testi-
mony, it is certainly wrong to hold to a theory of human
dissolution, which is contradicted by Divine revelation
and by our own senses as well. And whoever thus re-
pudiates his God-given (though sin-impaired) senses and
the Divine testimony, need expect nothing else than ‘to
be ted into darkness and stumbling. To-day, as eighteen
centuries ago, the blind are leading the blind into thée
ditch of unbelief and error. s

¢‘As Digth the One, so Dieth the Other.”
The testimony of our senses, like the testimony of

God’s Word, is that death means the loss of life, and
not an increase of life. Watch the dying one and_ note

‘his weakening powers, mental and physical, until the
"spark of life becomes extinct.

You have secn nothing
go from him, you have heard nothing but the death-
rattle; you have felt the gradual cessation of the pulse,
and noted the gasping for breath; and all of your
senses which you can exercise upon the  subject tell
you that your friend, your loved oné, is dead—alive .
You look about.you and stuly the subject
and inquire of others, ‘‘What next?’” The answer to
your; senses is, ‘‘The next thing is corruption; when the
spark of life has gone the corpse must be buried; ‘dust
to dust, ashes to ashes.’ ’’ You note the similarity be-
tween the death of ycur friend and loved one and the

.death of the brute beast, and your senses. can . discern

no difference between them; and the Seriptures declare;.
¢‘Ag dieth the onme, so dieth the: other; th‘ey-hqve all
one. [spirit of life] breath.”’-=—Ececl. 8: 19.: -

But with a longing for a future life, implanted in your
nature by our Creator, you inquire, I8 there no hope; -
hath ‘3. man no pre-eminence above & a beast? The |
Seriptures answer your question, assuring ‘us that,
physically speaking, man ‘‘hath no pre-eminence above
a beast.’’ But the Scriptures assure us that although
mankind is not possessed of any power of ‘life beyond
that of the beast, the Creator has, nevertheless, made a -
provision for man that He did not make for the beast;
and that provision is the very thing for which we long,
namely, everlasting.life...The. Scripfurss..point_out. to .
us that this provision for man’s everlasting life was
made by the Lord in the beginning—not by implanting

providing in the life-susptaining 'trees of the Garden of
Eden, the means of continuing his life everlastingly;

nevertheless, this provision was: conditional, ‘dependent .

upon man’s obedience to his Creator.

The  Seriptures point out that man's digobedience
brought upon him the sentence of death, and that the
execution of that sentence was effected by driving him
out. of the Garden and away from the life'sustaining
fruit of its trees. Thus driven out, the sentence, *‘Die-
ing, thou: shalt die,’’ took ‘effect upon Father Adam
gradually, and he lived out nearly:to the end of the first =
thousand-year day. . His posterity, becoming weaker and -

.weaker as generations rolled by, are to-day (notwith-

standing the many advancements in science, and medi-
cine and sanitary arrangements), reduced to:an average -
of ~about thirty-five years—*‘‘and if by reason ' of
strength they be forescore years, yet is their: strength,
labor and sorrow’’ and they ‘are. soon ‘‘cut off from
the land of the living,’’ to go into ‘‘the land of the
enemy’ '—into the great prison-house of death, in which
it is estimated that over twenty thousand: millions of
our races are already—*‘where the wicked cease from
troubling and the weary are at rest.”’—dJob 8: 17-19,

“Jesus Died, the Just for the ‘ngjust.”

The Scriptures answer our inquires respecting the
dead. While assuring us of the justice 6f the Divine
sentence of death, they nevertheless declare that' our
Creator is @ God of mercy and of pity, and that when
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there was no eye to pity and no arm to deliver us, His
Arm brought salvation to.us. The Scriptures, more-
over, point out to us the Lord Jesus Christ as the Arm
of Jehovah, stretched down for our relief fromsin and
sickness and pain and trouble, and for our ‘deliverance
from the prison-house of death, and for our restoratio

to the liherties and privileges of sons.of God.,

It'was in harmony with this Divine sympathy that, in
due time, God sent His only begotten Son into the world,
for-.our. redemption—to give for us the ransom-price,
and ultimately to recover all who will accept of Divine.
mercy, from all the consequences of the fall by a
resurrection from the dead. But Divine Love could
,not;y,g,na&e void Divine Justice; it was’ necessary that
Godgghould be just, if He would be thé justifier of them
that“believe in Jesus; hence the demands of Justice—
the penalty for sin—must be paid by:our Redeemer, be-
fore the work of release ‘and.restitution could begin.

_ ~And here wé have the best of evidence respecting what

is the penalty of sin, and what is net; because since our
Lqrd Jesus pays for us the just penalty of sin, what He
laid. down for us will prove what was the penalty
against us. What did He do for us? Thé Scriptures
~answer: He laid down His life for us; ‘‘He died for our

sins’’; '‘He died, the Just for the lﬁujus’t"; ‘‘He pour-

ed our-His soul unto death’’; He ‘‘made His soul an
offerlng.:’for [our] sin,’’ and ‘‘by His stripes we are
. healed.”’—Rom. 5:'8; 1 Pet. 8: 18; Isa. 53: 4, 6, 10.

. Nothing is more evident than that our T.ord Jesus
did’ not suffer an eternity of :torment as the price of
our redemption; and hence, if the matter needed proof
‘we have here the proof that eternal torment was not
the penalty for our sins, ‘On the contrary, the fact that
our Lord Jesus died for our sins,-and that the Heavenly
Father accepted of that sacrifice .of His life on our be:

half, proves that it was our lives that were forfeited.

by sin; that the full penalty of the Divine Law against
us as-a race was the deprivation of 1ife. The whole race
~under ‘sentence of death, has' gone down to the great
prison-house of death—the grave, sheol, hades. = And so
our dear 'Redeemer, when Ie gave up His life for us,
went also to sheol, hades, the grave, He took our place,
and suffered for us the penalty for our sins.
_ But if Jesus’ death ransoms man from the sentence
of' death, so His resurrection: from  death became the
) ﬁ;fsprarnce_ of the justification of all who accept and obey
im.
. Ransom price was entirely satisfactéry; and our Lord,
who was thus obedient to the Father, was raised from
the dead and, as the Father’s Agent{ and Representa-
tive, ‘will soon begin the work of blessing the entire
world redeemed by His precious blood. :

. The Prison-House of Death to be Opened.’

The blessing of the world means the breaking open
of the prison-house and the setting at liberty of the
captives, who for six thousand years have been going
into the prison-house of death. ‘For this reason our
Lord is called the Life-giver, because His' great work
.will be to give back life to the world of mankind, who
lost life in Adam. Andisince the restoration of life to

mankind will mean the removal of pains and sick--

nesses and troubles, which. are 'a’ part of the dying
_ process, our Redeemer is styled the Great Physician.

The prophecy which ‘mentions the breaking open of
phe prison-louse of death, and the setting at liberty of
its captives (Isa. 42: 7), -was applied, and. unques-
tonably correctly, by our Lord to Himself; but He did
not break open the prison-house of death, and set all
the captives free by resurrection immediately upon His
own resurrection. He tells us.when this work will be
done, . saying (John 5: 25-29), “‘The hour cometh in
*which all that are in the graves shall hear the voice of
the Son of Man, and come forth’’; ‘‘and they that
hear [obey His veice then, Acts 3: 22] shall live.’’

Our Lord thus passed over the interim of the Gospel
-Age; and pointed to the grand consummation of His
work in the incoming Age because such wag the Father’s
prearranged Plan. ‘‘The Father sent the Son,’’ and the
Son willingly undertook the work of redemption; at a
time sufficiently in advance of the “‘Times of Restitu-
tion,’” or resurrection, and the general blessing of the
“world during the Reign of Messiah, to leave the in-
‘terim of this Gospeél Age for another work, namely, for
selecting from the world a ‘‘little flock,”’. a ‘‘royal
priesthood,”’ a ‘‘peculiar people,’” 'a “‘hgly nation,’’
to be joint-heirs with Christ Jesus- their Lord in the
-honors, of the Mediatorial Kingdom. These shall be

associated with the Redeemer in thé grand and glorious.

work of destroying the®Prince of Darkness and break-

. ingvopen the prison-house of death, and setting at lib-
erty the captives of sin and ignorance and supersti-
tion; and in fulfilling generally all the provisions of the
gracious promises of God made to Father Abraham,
that in his Seed (Christ, .and His elect Body, the
Church), ‘‘all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’”
-—Gal. 3: 8, 16, 29. . B

¢‘Blessed and Holy Are They Who Have Part in the
. First Resurrection.’’ ) ’

This brings us to the Seriptural proposition, that
‘there is a first, a chief or special resurrection, and a
general one later.  The first or superior ‘resurrection
includes the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and
of the entire elect. ‘‘Church -which is His Body’’—no
more, no less. - ‘‘Blessed and holy are all they that
have part in the First Resurrection; on such the
Second Death hath :no power, but they shall be kings
and priests unto God and shall reign on the earth’’—the
Messianic Kingdom class. Those who will share in this
First Resurrection will- experience an ' instantaneous
¢4change’’ from the human nature to the Divine nature
—the highest of thespirit natures; not human, mnot
flesh-and blood, for ‘‘flesh and blood cannot inherit the
Kingdom of God.''* 'Their trial and perfecting of

*Some are confused by this expressior, ‘‘flesh and
blood’’; they fail to see that it signifies human nature;
we therefore invite such to examine the use.of the same
plirase elsewhere, by the same New Testament writers.
In so doing they will be convinced that our definition,
human nature, is the correct one, the Scriptural one,

. .See the following uses of the phrase: Matt..16: 17;

John 3: 5, 6; 1 Cor. 15: 50,

The IHeavenly Father gave evidence that, the-

heart takes place beforghand, 'and only the ‘‘overcom-
-ers’’ will receive this blessing. Some of the character-
istics of their change are indicated by the Apostle as a
change from weakness to power, from dishonor to glory,
from corruption to incorruption, from & natural [human]

- body to a spirit body. .

The time for this best, or chief resurrection, is every-
where - in -Scripture indicated to be at the close of the
Gospel Age, at a time when the entire Gospel Church
will -be -completed. - This includes the living members,
whose ‘‘change’’ to spirit\nature will be instantaneous,
so . that the moment of their dying as ‘human beings
will be the moment of their ‘‘change’’ to perfect spirit
beings. - Meantime, the Scriptures declaré that the
Lord’s people who have ‘died, like the rest of mankind,
are really dead, as human beings, and know not any-
thing but inasmuch as God has provided for their resur-
rection, and inasmuch as they havé been informed re-

specting it, and have hopes therein, therefore they are.

spoken of as being merely. asleep—resting from their
labors; waiting for ‘‘the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that
day, and not to me only,”’ as the Aspostle declares.

“The General Resurrection to Be a Raising Up by Judg-
' S ment,

And likewise the world of mankind, even though they
know not of the Lord as yet, are spoken of as being
‘‘asleep in Jesus,’ because, as the whole world was
under condemnation of death through Adam, and that
without knowledge or volition on their part, at the
time of the sentence, for they were then in the. loins of
their father, Adam, so now, since'Jesus laid down- His
life a Ransom for all, and because they all shall be
awakened from death, therefore it is proper for all those
who are aware of the Divine provision for the awaken-
ing, by faith to speak of the interim figuratively as a
sleep. X

Thus the Apostle exhorts us to trust and hope in the
resurrection as respects all our dear friends who go
down into the prison-house of death and not merely
as respects those who were sanctified in Christ Jesus,
which would include, as a rule, only a small proportion
of those for whom we would be inclined to sorrow.
He says, ‘‘I would not have you to be ignorant, bre-
thren, concerning them which are asleep [all our sleep-
ing friends], that ye sorrow not even as others, who
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died [a
Ransom for. all] and rose again {[that He might be
Lord and Life:giver to all] even so [let us believe as
truly that] those also which sleep in Jesus [all whom
He purchases with his precious blood] will God bring
by Him [from the prison-house of death].’”:

But as the First Resurrection is the rssurrection of
the blessed and holy, of the sanctified in Christ Jesus,
His Body, so the general resurrection, which is for the
world, is designated as ‘‘a resurrection-of judgment,’’
mistranslated in our common version “‘resurrection of
damnation.’’ It is styled a ‘‘resurrection of judg-
ment’’ because, while all the preparation has been

made, so far as God is concerned, for granting to the
world of mankind a full resurrection or restitution back
to all that was first given to Adam, and lost by his
disobedience, to be recovered by our Saviour’s precious
blood, yet there are certain conditions attached to this
blessing upon which it depends, namely, the conditions
of the New Covenant. . : ‘

God does not propose to give. eternal life through
Christ to any. others than those who earnestly: desire
it, and who are in heart sympathy with the principles
of righteousness which must. always be the Law of the
Divine Government. Hence when the world is awaken-
ed from the sleep of death, it will not- signify resur-
zection, but much less; for resurrection, in its full,
complete, Scriptural sense, signifies a .complete raising

up, out of sin and out of death, to- perfection of being,

perfection of life. . . .

_ The first work of Ohrist and the Church in the
world, for those who have gone down into death, the
prison,, will. be their awakening to- physical cenditions,
similar to those in which they died. . The surrounding
conditions of society will then .be greatly .improved;
knowledge will have taken the place of ignorance, and
the reign of righteousness and the law of love will at
that time have superceded the rule of sin under the law
of selfishness; ahd Satan will be bound, that he shall

deceive the nations no more for the thousand years, -

Under the favorable conditions of that  Mediatorial
Kingdom, all mankind will bg required to make progress
in the knowledge of the Lord and in the bringing of
their own hearts and lives into accord with His law
of Love. - Whosoever then will make no effort in the
right direction will be cut off from life, in the Second
Death, after one hundred years of trial (Isa. 65: 20),
although he would then, under the changed conditions,
be properly. reckoned .as only a lad.

But while judgzment will thus pass against one who
fails to make progress, and will cut short his further
opportunity, the same judgment, by the same Judge,

will operate favorably to all who will seek righteousness, .

and make progress in harmony with the laws of the
Kingdom; so that year by year they will' be growing

mentally, physically and morally stronger—approximat- .

ing gradually the full, complete standard of perfect
manhood, the .image and likeness of the Creator, as
first represented in Father Adam. Thus the resurrec-
tion, so far as the world is concerned, will be a gradualt
work; its first step an awakening from the sleep of
unconsciousness and nonentity; its succeeding steps will
be along the lines of judgment, the conduct of. those

who are on trial being either approved or disapproved; a
and culminating either in their sentence-to the Second .

Death, incorrigible, 'and unworthy of the gift of God,

eternal life—or in their perfection, and their final ad- -

judgment of worthiness to have and enjoy the great
boon of Life Eternal, under the blessed conditions which
are then promised. to prevail—when there shall be no
more sighing, no more dying, no more sin and none of
the penalties for sin, for all the former things shall
have passed away.——Rev. 21: 4, .

" END OF THE AGE—A PERILOUS TIME

%Iy the last days perilous times shall come; men shall be traitors, heady, . . . lovers
v of pleasure more than lovers of God.’—2Tim.3: 4. -~ .

The expression, ‘‘the last days,”’ refers,- not to_the
end of the world as many expect this event, but is a
Scriptural designation of the present time, the end of
this Age, when the Reign of Righteousness is about to
begin. ‘“The Harvest is the end of the Age.’”  (Mat-
thew 13: 39.—Diaglott.) - The warning given by the
Apostle is that, instead of the world’s being, converted
to God at this time, the reverse condition will prevail.
It will be a time of great peril for those who have
started out to follow Christ. It will not be so perilous
a time for the world. N

The only ones who are on trial for life or death are
those who have been released from the Adamic con-
demnation. To these the time deseribed by St. Paul
will be one of severe testing. The whole course of the
“world will be turned aside from the high standard that
might have been expected. Med will be traitors. Only
as long as it will be of advantage to them to perform
a contract will they do so. It will be a time when
every man’s hand will be lifted against his neighbor.
Selfishness will be rampant. There will be manifest
headiness and self-conceit. Men will be -‘‘lovers of
pleasure more than lovers of God.””. This. condition is
to be a sign of the end of the Age.

Prevalence of These Conditions.

Every thoughtful person must perceive that this con-
dition of things is prevailing now., Whenever a con-
tract is found to be -unsatisfactory—whether it be’ a
marriage contract or a business contract—the dissatis-
fied contractor is liable to break the agreement. This
party to the contract then assumes the attitude of one
who declares, Force me to keep it 1f. you can. The
Lord’s people will be firm for principle and true to
their contracts, even when these prove disadvantage-
ous. This attitude is pleasing to the Lord. .

We find headiness of spirit in the world everywhere—
a loss of respect for authority. No doubt there has
been too much respect for authority in the past. Now
there is none. ‘This condition has been brought about
by a lack of reverence for God—the inevitable result
of loss of faith in the Bible as the Word of God. As
people lose faith in the Bible, they lose faith in Goq,
and become more selfish and more self-willed. This
condition of affairs has been brought about by false
doctrine. People think that God is purposing to do
them <harm, ' ?

The Higher Critics have been secking to put away
what they consider the absurdities of religious thought,
and to this end have done away with the Bible, Bible
students see that the absurdities have been brought
about by the creeds and mot by the Bible. But the
world, . Josing confidence in_ God, are becoming more
heady than ever before. Hven the reverential fear

which once held them is departing, and there is a dis?
position to doubt everything. People are in the con-
dition of mind where they say, ‘‘Let us eat, drink and
be merry’’; nobody knows .about the future; the
preachers are all confused. Everything has come about
by evolutionary processes. Let us enjoy the present.,
Let pleasure be our aim in life. This would seem to

be the attitude of the world, They are lovers of pleas-

ure more than lovers of God. .

These conditions of our day make it a perilous time
for the Church. Do you ask, Would not the Church,
on the contrary, be more than ever led to love God?
And would this not guard them and keep them from
danger? We answer that some of God’s people ara
becoming more and more immersed in the world. The
spirit of the world surges all around them. ~With
great difficulty could these come to realize that the
whole world is astray in their ideas and ways. . The
tendency of all such is to have the mind of the world,
even though they be spirit-begotten.

This worldly spirit, the Apostle suggests, will affect
the Church to some extent. <Consequently some of
the Lord’s people will thus come into special peril
at this time, because of neglecting their Covenant with
the Lord. Others will watch and pray, and, for this
reason, develop in mind and heart. But these are few.

The Great Company class, while still loving the
Lord, are becoming immersed in the spirit of the world.
Even those who are living nearest to the Divine standard
will be more or less imperiled through this- spirit, un-
less they continue diligent in prayer and the study of
God’s Word. What we see .going on about us seems
natural to. our minds. The way in which other people
spend time and money is a temptation to the Lord’s
people which must be steadfastly resisted.

The Subtle Test.

The Lord’s people spend and are being spent in His
service, according to opportunity. They are living lives
of consecration.  The‘world now has.an eight-hour day.
The Lord’'s faithful people would, on the contrary,
make theirs a sixteen-hour day. But all these present-
day conditions constitute perils. For us_ to devote to
the Lord’s service only what the world considers a
reasonable day’s work, would not be fulfilling our Cove-
nant. Those who seek merely to do right will obtain
a place in the Great Company. . .

But the Little Flock will serve the Lord with such
delight that they will scarcely know how to cease their
efforts. They recognize that their bodies are fully con-
secrated to the Lord, and,they are daily putting them
to_ death. In view of these perilous times, let each
ask himself, To which class do I belong?
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