E DRAMA OF THE AGES UNFOLDED

| SATANIC STRATEGY DOOMED TO FA

HE greatest drama of the ages is now
reaching a climax. 1t has been jin
progress for more than sixty centuries.

The earth is the stage and all the people of
earth, as well as spirit beings, are players.
Satan is the chief villain, aided by a lurge
retinue of servants and adherents. Christ
Jesus is the great hero, whose complete
triumph In every respect is absolutely certain.
When -the grand finale is reached, amidst

music of unsurpassed sweetness and with joy-

that shall fill the whole universe, every
creature in heaven and on earth will bow the
knee and confess that Christ is the Messiah,
to the glory of God.

.This great drama opens in Eden, the
garden of God, with Adam and Eve, the
perfect pair in _possession, - clothed with
Divine power and authority to muitiply and
fill the earth and 4o establish in earth a
perfect kingdom of men and for men. They
were without experience and needed an
overseer and instructor. Lucifer, an angel
possessed of great beauty and wisdom, was
placed in Eden to oversee and instruct the
perfect human pair. :

Pridq was in his heart, leading him to
determine to gain control of the perfect man
and woman and all their offspring, and thus
establish a dominion of his ‘own. In his
héart he meditated: 1 will ascend above
the beights of the clouds. T will be like
the Most High™ (Isa. 14: 13, 14). Here
Lucifer fell from God’s favour; and, losing
his beauty of character, became Satan,
designated as ‘‘ that old serpent, the devil”
—the author and instigator of all the wicked-

" ness that has cursed mankind.

> o Tttt Adun - ank
Eve should not eat of certain fruit in the
Garden of Eden, saying, ‘‘ In the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surcly die”
(Gens 2:17). To accomplish his selfish
purpose, Satan seduced Lve by convincing
her that God was lying and thereby depriving
themm of their just rights by not permitting
them to eat of the forbidden fruit. He said
to Eve: ‘‘God doth know that in the day
ye eat thereof your eves shall be opened:
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil. ~ Ye shali not surely die '’ (Gen. 3: 4, 5).
This was the first lie ever told (John 8: 44).
Mother Eve fell under the false representa-
tions ; and then Satan put the thought into
her mind to induce Adam likewise to violate
the command of God, by suggesting to his
mind that if he did not follow her course
they would be for ever separated. And so
Adam wilfully violated the commandment of

God. .Thus Satan.had broken down the will

of the perfect pair and assumed control ot
them by injecting evil thoughts into the
mind.

The judgment of God followed swiftly
upon Adam and Eve. They were driven
from their home in Eden into the unfinished
earth, there to earn their bread in the sweat
of their face. In sorrow Eve must bear her
children. In pronouncing this judgment,
jehovah- said to Satan: ‘T will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head,  and thou shalt bruise his heel’’ {Gen.
3:15). There God definitely declared that
there would be two seeds, the seed of the
woman and the seed of Satan; and that
from that day forward there would be
enmity between the two.  Subsequent de-
velopments in the great drama of Jehovah
as set:forth in the Bible show that the ** Seed
of the woman >’ here mentioned is The Christ
—-Jesus, the Head, and His faithful followers,
the members of His body ;" and that the seed
of Satan Is the great Papal ecclesiastical
gystem, the * mother of harlots '’ and her
«’daughters,’’ the other systems of churchi-
anity of which Satan seized controi :(Rev.
17:5; 2 Thess. 2:1-4). The proof of this,
which follows, explains all the religious in-
tolerance and wicked persecution of Ghristians
in the earth during the past nineteen hundred
years.

ANGELS IN CONTROL

Satan was deprived of his position as
overseev of man. Adam having lost his
.right of dominion, there was none in the
‘earth with authority. Horrified at the
results - of Lucifer’s wrongful course, the
angels of heaven (sons of God) desired 1o
vplift man; and God permitted them to
atfempt the task (Heb. 2: 5; Gen.
6:1-3). These angels were granted the
power to materialize in human form and
to agsume dominion over the. affairs of earth.
Satan -determined that he would not be
thivarted in his purpose. VWith malignant

-die.

heart he set about to seduce thesc angeis,
his former companions in glory, and through
them to retain control of man. He put it
into their minds to take wives from among:t
the daughters of men, which they did, thereby
leaving their loftv estate. Thus Satan cause !
the angels to sin and fall. The offspring 1
this unhboly alliance and their progenito: =
filled the earth with violence; and G
announced His determination to destroy &.i
flesh in the earth. This He did in the gre.:
Deluge.

Noah and family, eight in all, not havii :
been contaminated by these evil ones, r -
ceived favour in God’s sight and were saved
in the ark which Noah builded at the directic1
of Jehovah. Having power to materializ:,
this host of angels also had the power :»
dematerialize and again assume spirit bodie:.
Hence, when the great Deluge came, thev
were not destroved. The Bible plainly télls
us that they were restrained of their liberxty.
** God spared not the angels that sjnned,
but cast them down to Tartarus, and delivercd
them into chains of darkness, to be reseryc:l
unto judgment” (2 Pet.2: 4: Jude 6). In this
condition of restraint, as the lord declare..,
thev were to be Kept until their judgment day.
In the interim they have not been permitted
to assume human form. God has arranged
that when the time of thelr final judgmerni
arrives, they must be released and grantcd
more power, because it is repugnant to H's
way of dealing to put one on trial who
already undergoing a sentence. Since tho
great Deluge, thev have had power to con.
municate with the human race only through
the instrumentality of willing mediums ; and ‘..
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- \ni% Tespect their power fas decitediy ingreasiu

in recent years.
IMPERSONATE THE DEAD

In the Scriptures, Satan is designated as
““the prince of devils” or demons (Matt.
12:24). In some manner Satan has domi-
nated the other demons or devils. He is
spoken of as ** the prince of the power of the
air”’ and ‘‘the god of this world”" (Eph.
2:2: 2 Cor. 4:4). Satan’s first lie was that
communicated to Mother Eve : “ Ye shall not
surely die '’ ; and ever since, he has Kkept
before the minds of humanity the falsehood:
“ There is no death.’’ The theory that cvery
man has an immortal soul finds its only basis
in this lie of S8atan. Without that falsehood,
the doctrine of eternal torture could never
have found a lodging place in the minds of
reasonable meun,

SATAN’S LIE DISPROVED
Man is a soul. He does not pessess a soul.

Man became a living soul *’ (Gen. 2:7).
A soul is a living, breathing creature. The
word ‘“soul’’ is synonymous with the word

God

)

‘* being.” Everv being is a soul
declared, ‘* The soul that sinneth it shall die
(Ezek. 18:4). An immortal creature cannot
Satan himself is not immortal, because
he will be destroyed (Heb. =2:14). The
Apostle Paul asserted. ‘* God only hath
immortality >’ (r Tim. 6: 16) ; and that God
promised and grants immortality to the
“* Seed of the woman ”’—The Christ, Head
and bodv (John 5:26: Rom. 2:7; 1 Cor.
15:53. 54). Jehovah and The Christ (Jesus
and His church) possess immortality ; no
others do or ever will.

DECEPTION BY DEMONS

The evil spirits, styled demons, under the
control of Satan, have aided him in carrv-
ingout this great falsehood. The fallen spirits
are not onlv well informed in respect to all
the aftairs of earth, but they are also adepts
in deceit. The demons often influence the
mind of a human being, causing insanity or
lunacy. When Jesus was on earth, He cast
out many of these demons, as did also the
apostles.—See Matt. g: 10:8; 12
Mark 5:1-20; Luke o:

333
9117-27;

32,
38-42.

In recent years these demons have been
able to overreachk some of the brightest minds
a;‘nongst men, as the subsequent facts will
show.

SATAN’'S WICKED COURSE

It is clear from the Scriptures that Satan
believed the * Sced of the woman,” according
to the promise, was to be only a human seed.
Children were born to Adam and Eve. Two
of their sons, Cain and Abel, came to offer
sacrifice unto God. Abel's sacrifice was
more acceptable than that of Cain; and he
therefore found favour in God's sight.  Satwn

sioonce recognized Abel as the promsied
seed, and immnediately injected int. the
mind of Cain a desire to murder his brother,
which Cain did. From that time on, Satan
sought to destroy every person who seamci
to have the favour of God, even as Saul sungnt
to destroy David who, the Seriptures suow,
was a tvpe of the real Seed, according to t e
promise.

In due time, Jesus was born, as a man-
child.  All the prophets of Israel had &k
told the birth of the new Kiug. He wis
the heir of promise. Saton recognized Him
as the Sced and immediately put it into the
mind of King Herod to Kkill the voung child ;
and to accomplish this purpese, the king
caused all the children in Bethlehem, under
two vears of age, to be slaughteced.

THE SEED OF PROMISE

God made promise that the * Sced of
the woman’ should not only bruise the
serpent’s head, but should ultimately d. «irov
the ** Seed of theserpent,”” establish a go«cur-

ment of righteousness in the earth, ana *ring
i IR

blessings to all the groaning creatios.
specifically made this promise to Abra
saying. ** ln thy seed shall all the natic
the carth be blessed ™’ (Gen. 22 : 1-18).
Apostle  Paul  partienlarly  identifies
promise - with Jesus and the Church-—tne

members of His body—denominating such as

the “ Seed of the woman,”’ as promised

{Gal. 3: 16, 27-29). The devalopment o ths

Seed began when Jesus consecrated o tue

Jordan and was there baptized. He fmme-

diately went into the wilder and St

recoenizing Tesns e the 0 Soed 7 aee Th L
first opportunity to destroy Him  (Muatt.

4:1-11). When Jesus died upon the cross,

Satar. doubtless thought he had succeeded

in his purpose to destrov the ** Seed.”” Sub-

sequently, however, Jesus arose from the

dead and ascended on high. That was a

surprise und disappointinent to Satan.

At Pentecost, tlie body members, com-
posing the remainder of the **Seed of pro-
mise,” began to be selected and developed,
which work has progressed until now. The
body mernbers of this ** Seed’” are designated
in the Scriptures under various names, such
as, the Church, the bride class. the wheat,
the Lord’s jewels, etc. Some of these have
been found in the Catholic and Protestant
Churches all through the age. The great
Master gave a parable of the wheat and the
tares (Matt. 13:24-40), showing that the
* wheat '’ represents those who will be of
the Kingdom of God; while the **tares”’
are the children or offspring of the devil.
He stated that both would grow in the same
organizations until the end of the Gospel
age. at which time the separation would-
take place. During the Gospel age, millions
have been brought into the various church
systems, but the Lord definitely states that
only 144,000 will be in the body of Christ,
constituting the “* Seed” according to the
promise (Rev. 7:4; 14:1-3). To this
class God gives His exceeding great and
precious promises; and only to those who
are overcomers of the world, the flesh and
the devil will He grant a share with Him in
His kingdom. Satan and his cohorts have
ever sought to destroy this ‘" Seed” of
promise ; but God has safeguarced that
©seed ' as the *apple of His eve.”

SATAN’S SEED

Development of the spiritual * Seed™
according to the promise began with the
baptism of Jesus at the Jordan. Satan under-
_stood that the “Seed’ of promise was a
seed only according to the flesh, and con-
tinued in this thought until Jesus arose from
the dead. Then he began to get more light
upon God’s purposes. At Pentecost he saw
the beginning of the selection of men to
whom it was declared that it they would
prove faithful unto death they should be
of "the **Seed” according to. the promise,
this ** Seed ”’ being designated as the Church,
or bodv of Christ. Thereupon Satan set
about to devise ways and means to offset the
+‘Seed” of promise by developing a ‘“Seed”’
of his own; and in due time he had his
+ Seed”” in full operation.

Antichrist means against Christ, or instead
of Christ. The Christ—Jesus, the Head, and
the members of the Church, His body--being
the ““Sced” according to the promise, it
follows that Satan’s ‘' Sced,”” which claims
to be in place of Christ, is against Christ,
therefore Antichrist. Even in the days of
the apastles Satan was petfecting his plans to
establish the Antichtist—his ** S2ed.”  (See

ILURE.

Xk : *
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r John 2:13-27.)  Any creature that would
attempt to reign as the representative of
Christ would therefore be Antichrist.

Satan Is an autocrat, and every autocrat has
been one of Satan’s tools. Romie, having
become a world power, began to lose that
power under the rulership of Constantine.
L hristianity  was on the increase. Satan

» desired to corrupt Christianity and to cstab-

bish a counterfeit of Christ’s kingdom. He
iduced the autocratic Constantine to believe
that if he would profess Christianity, this
wonld result beneficially to his kingdom.
And Constantine did profess Christianity.
Thereby Satan accomplished a two-foid
purpose, viz., the corrupting of Christianity by
uniting clvil and -ecclesiastical power, and
there began the development of his own
* Seed,’’ the Antichrist.

In course of time, Pagan Rome became
Papal Rome and dominated the peoples or
ihe earth. The following quetation from
Lord's Old Roman World will be read with
interest:

THE BIRTH OF ANTICHRIST
“ It was not till the Fourth Century—

~ when Constantine was converted ; when the

Church was allic@ with the State: when
churches became both rich and splendid;
when synods were brought under political
influence : when monachists (monks) had
established a false principle of virtue; when
politics and dogmatics went hand in hand,
and emperors enforced the decrees of ;chureh]
councils—that men of rank entered the
Church. When Christianity became the
retigion of the court and of the fashionable
classes, 10 Was Used 0 SUppore (ue veoy oy
against which it originally protested. The
Church was not only impregnated with the
errors of Pagan philosophy, but it adopted
many of the ceremonies of oriental worship,
which were both minute and magnificent.

¢ The clergy, ambitious and worldly, scught
rank and distinction. They even thronged
the courts of princes and aspired to temporal
honours. The Church was allied with the
State, and religious dogmas were enforced by
the sword of the magistrate.

*“ An imposing hierarchy was established.
The mission of the Church was lost sight of
in a degrading alliance with the State. Chris-
tianity was a pageant, a ritualism, an arm
of the State, a vain philesophy, a super-
stition, a formula.””

The Scriptures show that the ‘“Seed of
the woman ’’ is The Christ——Jesus the Head,
and the Church His body. Jesus Himself
designates the members of His church as a
“*little flock™ (Luke 12:732). When Satan
organized his ‘‘ Seed,”” he had the Bishop of
Rome made the head. designating him as
Pope, who assumed the title of Vice-gerent of
Christ, or the one reigning in Christ’s stead ;
and the cardinals and bishops and clergy
in general are designated as the ‘“ hierarchy,”
composing the ‘'little flock’’; while all
those who come into the Papal system are
in fact ‘‘children of the Church.” The
hierarchy is the sacred governing body of
the system. the word * church’’ being applied
to the entire system. Murphy. a well-known
Catholic author, in The Chair of Peter (p. 504),
says: ** The hierarchy is the body of clergy
«of Divine institution, governing the Church ;
and. as defined by the Council of Trent, is
composed of bishops, priests and deacons, or
niinisters.”

“ GREAT SWELLING WORDS *»’

The Pope, the head of the ‘ Seed” of
Satan, is the earthlv spokesman for that
**Seed.” The lord foretold that he would
speak great swelling words (Rev. 13: 5, 6).
Monsignor Capel, a Roman Catholic writer
of note, gives a list of high-sounding titles
claimed by the Pope, of which the following
are samples:

““ Head of all the Holy Churches.”

¢ Chief of the Universal Church.”

*¢ Vicar of Christ.””

* Kev-bearer of the Kingdom of Heaven.” .

¢ Ruler of the House of the Lord.”

*“ High Priest, Supreme Bishop."”

‘“ Head of all the Holy Priests of God.”

“* Christ by Unction.”

¢ Infallible Pope.”

The following, from Fox’s Acts and Monu-
ments, by H. G. Guinness, is also of interest : |

**1 am all in all, and above all, so that
God Himself, and I, the vicar of God, have'
both one consistory, and 1 am able to do
almost ali that God can do. In all things
that 1 list my will is to stand for reason, for

(Continued on Page2.)
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L am able by the law to dispense above the
Yaw. and of wrong to'make justice in correcting
laws and changing themn.”  Satan would have
the peuple believe that the Pope is an abso-
lute autocrat who has the power to make taws
and 1o igoore all laws of athers, even God's
faw,
COUNTERFEIT MILLENNIUM

The - Pope, as the head of the svstem,
together with his **little flock > —the clergy
-—a¢serts that the Millennial reign began in
A.D. 800 and continued until the vear 1800,
when the system received a severe blow ut
the hand of Napoleon Bonaparte. The
Seriptures show that at the end of Christ's
Alillennialreign thereistobea ! littleseason
when Satan 5 to be loosed.  Papacv elaims
that the - little s#asen’ is fram the wear
1800 until now. In fact, a comparison shows
that the Papal system is a counterfoit of
Mesciah’s kingdom and that it constitutes the
** Seed *' of Satan, being designated in the
Scriptures under the title ‘ Babylon, the
mother of harlots '’ ; and that the Protestant
systems, dominated by the clergy, constitute
the “ daughters.’”’—Rev. 17: 3,

TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD CONTRASTED

The fact that God has designated these
systems as Babylon does not mean that ali
the people in the systems are bad. On the
contrary, the Lord shows that in these systems
many of His true saints have been developed.
I is the system, dominated by an ambitious
clergy, that the Lord designates as the ‘‘ Seed *’
of Satan. It is the clergy who promulgate
and teach the doctrines. For many centuries
the clergy have supported Satan’s lle: * Ye
shall not surely die ’’~—* There is no death,” etc.

Both Papal’ and Protestant clergy have
taught the doctrine of inherent immortality
of all souls and the doctrine of eternal tor-
ment. The Lord’s Word teaches that when
aman dies he is dead. " The wages of sin
i3 death” {Rom. 6:23). * The soul that
sinneth it shall die” (Ezek. 18:20). When
a4 man is dead, he is unconscious.  ** There 1s
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thon goest ™
(Eccles, g:10).  His breath goeth forth ;
he returneth to his earth; in that very dav
his thoughts perish.”” (Ps. 140:4). The
“ hell * of the Bible Is the grave, the tomb ;
and aill who die go to hell and remain there
until the resurrection. Even Jesus went to
hell (the grave, the tomb), as plainlv stated in
Ps. 1610, Acts 2: 27 and elsewhere.

Without the lie of Satan it wonld have heen
absolutely impossible ever to fusten upon
thinking people the doctrine of purgatory,
which has been such a fruitful source of
revenue for Papacy'; likewise the doctrine of
the mass, which the Lord Himself stvles as an
abomination (Matt. 24 : 15), would have been
unquestionably rejected; the doctrine of
eternal torture, and other kindred doctrines,
would never have been believed. By these
false doctrines Satan has deceived millions and
‘“blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine
unto them.”—2 Cor. 4: 4.

In order to keep the people in ignorance,
Satan induced his " Seed” to enact laws
Hmiting the use of the Bible to the clergy
class. The people were not permitted to
think independently and knew nothing of
Bible study. The result was that darkness
filled the earth and gross darkness settled
down upon the people.

WAR BETWEEN THE “ SEEDS”’

Jehovah’s Prophet, referring to the ** Seed
ofi Satan, particularly the Papal head, said :
¢ He shallspeak great words against Jehovah,
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High”
(Dan. 7:25). livery means that could pos-
¢ibly be thought of has been employed by the
** Seed ”” of Satan to crush out the verv spirit
of true Christianity and to substitute the
doctrines and forms ot the Antichrist.  This
persistent worrving and wearing out are well
illustratedin the institution of the confessional,
the inquisition, secret spying systéems, and
other means. ol persecution,

bxactly in conformity to Jehovah’s state-
ment, there has ever been enmitv between

the ** Seed 7 aecording to the promise and the:

Secdof theserpent.’””  Papal ecelesiasticiam,
backed by the State, or civil power of Rome,
began an open and relentless persecution of
the <aints in the sixth century. The escut-
cheon of history is blackened by what fol-
Jowed. In 1204, the fiendish inquisition
came into vogue and, in the name of religion,
murder stalked about in the earth, and the
blood of Christians flowed freely. This
wicked persecution can be accounted for only
according to the Scriptural statement as 1he
efiort of Satan to destrov the *" Seed” of
promise that would bring blessings to man-
kind. Satan unsed his own ¢ Seed’ in the
attempt to wear out and destroy the ¢ Seed”’
- of promise.

THE REFORMATION

In the vear 1317, the good and great
Martin Luther vebemently protested against
the unrighteous course pursued by the *“ Seed ™’
of Satan. Allstudents of history are familiar
with the persecution that followed and how
the Lord blessed Luther’s efforts in establish-
ing many of the saints of God in the true
faith. The Protestant Church was: estab-
lished ; but with its establishment the Adver-
sary agaln sowed his seeds of wickedness, and

. of them.

in the course of time, ambitious clergymen
in-all the Protestant systems were teaching
Satan’s first and famous lie—the doctrine of
inherent immortality and the kindred doctrine
of eternal torture, mixing
clvil with ecclesiastical
8atan developed his “ Seed '’ in the Protestant
system amongst the true saints of Ged. The
persecution of others in the name of religion
15 too well known to our readers to need
repetition here.  God permitted ull this perse-
cution for a good purpose. 1t resulted in the
development of trne and loval cervants of
the 1ord, who by these trving experiences
have demonstrated their love for God and
for His cause of righteousness above evervihing
else. ‘They have thus beenenabled to develop
and manilest @ character pleasing 1o the
Lord, and such as He will be able to use in
carrying blessings to the groaning creation.

For a thousand vears, Satan exercised a
free hand in controlling the kings of carth
through his ** Seed,” the Papacy.  The rapid
development of Protestantism after A.p. 1800
greatly interfered with his operations. The
vear 1878 marked the time when Christ Jesus
would begin the exercise of His Divine power,
preparatory to Hisreign. 1t wasin that very
vear that the gathering together of the truly
consecrated began—1he harvest of the Gospel
age® That faithfig nind wise servant of the
Lord, Pastor Charles T, Russell, then began
beldly to proclaim the truth as it had not
bheen proclaimed since the davs cf the apostles.
The verv kevnote to God’s wonderful plan nt
salvation is thie ransom sacrifice—that Jesus
Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death
for every man (1 Tim. 2:5, 6; Heb, 2: 0.
Pastor Russell plainly proved from the
Scriptures that death is the result of sin;
that the only wav that leads to life is through
the merit of the sacrifice of our Lord; that
the ©* Seed ” of promise, the Church, has been
in course of development during the Gospel
age, and when finished, restitution blessings
will be offered to all the remainder of mankind
through this *“ Seed.”” Geod used him to turn
thousands of people back to the Bible and 10
bring comfort to their hearts. Since then,
Pastor Russell and those joining with him
in this work have gladly, at a sacrifice 1o
themselves, sent ihe CGospel message to all
narts of the world. This has greatly angered
Satan; and for the past twenty years he
has specially pitted his *“ Seed ’’ against these
faithful foliowers of the great Master, Satan
has united practically all denominations in
persecuting Pastor Russeli and his associates.
He has diligenily employed the Clergy, a
Catholic Secret Order, and other similar or-
ganti;ations in this persecution throughout the
earth.

THE KAISER AND THE POPE

Twenty years ago, Emperor William de-
clared his purpose of restoring the Pope to
his original power. His statement at that
time, givenn wide publication by the press,
wys  published by Pustor Ruseell in Tne
Whaten Tower, as {ollows :

* Emperor . Wilhelm of Germany in
recent speech is reported to have said:

“*The Pope is the spiritual ruler of the
largest comimunion on earth, and he is by
far the most powerful and authoritative of
spiritual rulers.

** Kings and emperors are the divinelv
ordained guardians of social order and
directors of social well-being, just as the
leaders of religious bodies are the divinely
ordained moderators of conscience.

“¢1 think it imperative therefore that he
be put in a position to treely accomplish all
the good of which he is capable. He must
be llberated from his seif-imposed imprison-
ment in the Vatican. Al the trammels that
surround and harass him in his daily life must

powers ; and thus

1
it

Q

be removed, so that he will then be at liberty

to fight the common enemies, Soclalism and
irretiglon.

1 havg meditated long and deeply o
this subject. “the fact that it preoeccupies
me so much convinees me that I am inspired
to take action in the matter. It is like cne
of the voices that Socrates had about with
him which whispers in my ear that this also
Is my mission to remedy the Pope’s position
and open up the field for his range of well-
«daing. It daily urges me to act.

***The small preternatural voice unmis-
takably spurs me on, and 1 think than this
no better augury of suecess could be desired.

For this moment L can sav no 1nore,
and it does not behove me to be too explicit
about my plans.  They are already laid, and
my immediate actions will be a development
Their result will be their justificua-
tion, and it will also be the justitication of
mygny acts in the past, which may have
seemed strange and unaccountable to my
good Protestant subjects, hnt whieh had
their motive and their origin in a desire to
accomplish great and enduring events.

‘1 shall not ‘die until myv ends in this
regard are aitained. Death otherwice would
figd a void in my existence ; and I feel within
me that | have not been born in vain. ”’

WHAT IS BABYLON?

The word ** Babvlon™ originally meant
gateway to God. Afterward, in derision, it
came to signiiy confusion, because at Babel
the language of men was confased. The
ancient city of Baubylon tvped Mystie Babvlon.
Mystic Babylon is described in” Rev. 17: 1-6
as ** Babylon the greut, the mother of haclots
and abominations of the earth.””  The Papal
system is the mother of harlots. The term
*muther of harlots " signifies her daughters
are likewise harlots. In the larger sense,
then, the word applies to ecclesiasticism as
a whole—the Catholic aud Protestant systems
~—not the people. Harlotry means the
unlawful relationship between ecclesiastical
and clvil powers. The lord here foretold
that the ‘“Seed of the serpent’” would spill
the blood of the true =aints, saving, ‘I saw
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tfe woman drunken with the blood of the
saints and with the blood of the martvrs of
Jesus.”  Throughout the greater part of the
Gospel age, the ** Seed of the woman,”” the
saints, have been in captivity to Babylon.
Many are still theres and to these we sound
this warning. The lord foretold that the
separation and deliverance would take place
at'the end of the Gospel age, which is desig-
nated as a  harvest time. This barvest
began, acecording to the Sceripture chronology,
in 1878, Since then, the wrue saints of the
Lord, whether in the Papal or Protestant
svstems, have been fleeing out of Babylon
and being gathered by the Lord into a con-
dition of eloser fellowship with Him.

DEMONS IN BABYLON

The Seriptures also indicate that there
will be narvellous activity amongst  the
demons at the end of the Gospel age. We
are now in that time. Jesus declared their
deceptions would be such that, if it were
possible. even theelect (the promised ¢ Seed ™)
would be deceived.  But God will not permit
this deception to prevail. Referring to the
close of the age. the Revelator said, * Babylin
the great is fullen, and is become the habita-
tion of devils’' ‘(demons) (Rev. 18:z1,
These demons, working under Satan, ihe
Shiet of devils, have found = fertile field of
operation in Babylon. [t is a well-known
fact that the Czar of Russia was under the
wicked influence of the demons, who operated
on his mind for vears through Rasputin the
pro-German medinin to betray and wreck
Russia in favour of the Kaiser. The Czar
was head of the Greek Chureh, a part of
Babylon—-a parc of the ¢ Seed’” of Satan.

Accepting the devil’s falsehood, maay men
of great mental capacity have been deceived ;
among them such men as Sir Oliver Lodge,
Sir A. Conan Doyle, Stead, Funk, Crookes,
Mevers, Gurney, Hodgson, and many others.
Without a doubt theyv see and hear, but they
are not communicating with the spirits of
dead men. They are communicating with
the evil demons above -described. The
honesty of these men is not questioned, vet
their **proof™ falls flat i{ we accept the
Bible as true. The great majority of the
clergy of Babylon, however, are higher critics
and evolutionisis, and therefare repudiate the
the inspiration of the Scriptures and refuse
the Bible’s testimony. The Bible says that
death is an enemy: * He {Christ] must
reign till He hath put all enemies under His
feet: the last enemy that shall be destroyed
is death ™ (1 Cor. 15: 25, 26). The dogmas
ol the viearious atonement and the forgiveness
of sins are overthrown by Spiritualism, Satan
has alwavs sought to overthrow this vital
truth. The majority of modern clergymen
réject the doctrine of the vicarious atonement,

denying that the blood of Jesus bought the-

human race. Satan is playing his last card
in_his effort to deceive and to destroy the
‘“ Seed '’ of promise. Satan knows we have
reached the end of the world. He is making
hig last desperate stand to control the earth.
H2 is using all the members of his * Seed *’
in this titanic effort. Through the Pope and
the Kaiser he seeks to overrun the world.
He plays his children, the clergy, to deceive
and draw away the minds of the people from
the Bible. His subjocts, the demons, now
being loosed from prison, and inhabiting
Babylon, will produce a great cataclysm ;
and every nation that is controlled by Satan’s
‘ Seed ’’ will fall into the  great tribulation *’
foreteld by our Lord.

The enmity between
Satan and the  Seed of the woman” has
almost  reached 2 climax. The demons,
finding a habitation in the minds of those
who control Babylon and who constitute the
““Seed”” of Satan, will exercise their every
power to destroy the ** Seed’’ c¢f promise.
Many will be surprised that the orthodox
clergy of our day are thus ensnared. The
ecclesiastics of the Jewish system, the scribes
and Pharisees, are duplicated in the clergy
ot the ecclesiastical systems of our time.
These have denied the words of the Master,
the bilood of Jesus and the resurrection of the
dead. They say the dead are not dead, and
therefore cannot be resurrected; and since
man is a creature of evolution, as they claim,
they thereby deny the necessity of a ransomer.
They have accepted Satan's lie in preference
toGod’s truth.  Jesussaid, therefore: ** Why
do vou not understand my speech?  Even
becanse vou cannot hear mv word. Ye are
of your father the devil. and the lusts of
vour father ve will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and wbode not in the
truth, becanse there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
ovwn: for he is a liar, and the father of it
(John  8:43, 44). Here Jesus definitely
locates the class composing the ** Seed ™ «f
Satan.

THE HEEL TO BE BRUISED

Jehovah said that the “ Seced of the
Serpent ”” would bruise the heel of the ** Sead
of the woman.”” The ‘*heel” means the
last members of the body of Christ on earth
-—the last to pass within the vail of death.
The world has now ended.  The lust members
ol the body 'of Christ soon will have ifinished
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tueir course. The Scriptures clearly indicate’
that Satan and his cohorts, the demons, in-
habiting Babylon, will use: his«*‘ Seed '’
the willing ones of Babylon—to bruise the
heel of the * Seed” of promise.

But again Satan will be defeated’; because
the death of the salntly ones will be their
triumph. As the Apostle declares, they shall
net sleep, but shall be changed in 2 moment,
in the twinkling of an eye. They .shall be
““eanght  awav’”  (literally, removed by
violence) to meet the Lord and be for-ever
with Him.—1 Cor. 15: 51, 52 ; 1 Thess. 4 :17.

The lait members of the Church having
been taken away, the peoples of the world
will awaken to the fact that the nominal
church system (Babylon) is the *‘ Seed’ ©f
Satan : and then, as shown by the Scriptuyres,
** amaighty angel took up a stone like a great
millstone and cast it ipto the sea’’ (over-
whelimed ecclegiasticism in a great ‘time of
destruction). This is the final cataclysm or
time ol trouble to which the Prophet Daniel
referred and which Jesus also mentioned.—
See Dan. 12:1; Matt. 2421, .

CAUSE OF RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE

Once understanding the two seeds—the
‘“Secd ot the woman’’ and the ‘‘Seed of
ent "—-and that - there has been
find onfilct beTween them from Fden
until now, all religious intolerance and perss-
cution in the name of religlon is made clear.
Millions of honest people have been duped by,
Satan's deceplive schemes. These facts are
set forth calmly and dispassionately, and not
with any feeling of enmity; they are not
stated to injure any one, but that the people
may be enlightened at this time of great
crisis.  FEverv Christian will put away any
feeling of animesity and hatred, and realizing
the cause of conditions in the earth, will
rejoice at the evidence of the near complete
triumph of the ** Seed’ of promise-—The
Christ.  The Kingdom of heaven is at band!

GLIMPSES OF GLORY
Turn your mind away from the scenes ot
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carnage and destruction, persecution, wicked- .

ness and sorrow, and by the eye of faith behold .
the lenged-for kingdom of God coming into

power. Looking ahead a little, we see Satan
bound; the demons for ever destroyed; .

wickedness and crime no more permitted.
The law goes forth from The Christ and the
word of God from Jerusalem. The people
are turned to peacefnl vocations ; they beat

their swords into ploughshares and their '

spears into pruning hooks. . No more shall
they know war. The dead are being resur-
rected and are returning from the land of the
enemy-—the condition of death. They are
coming to Christ with songs of everlasting
joy upon their heads, and sorrow and sighing
are fleeing awav (Isa.. 2:2-4; 35:1-10).
‘The grand tinale of this wonderful drama marks
the close of the Millennial reign of Christ.
Lverv man in al! the earth, or that has ever .

Jived on the earth, shall have had a fair.and

impartial trial for life ; the wilfully wicked
destroved for ever; and the obedient ones
fully restored to health, strength, perfection
of body and mind, and their hearts filled with
Jov.

WHY THE CHURCHES FAILED .

The peoples of earth are now in the great
transitory period. The greatest crisis of
oll time is upon the human race. Many are
asking, Why has Christianity failed? Why
should this great war come when we have
so many churches and like organizations ?
The answer is found in the fact that Christians
in the church systems have been overrsached
by Satan, and his *‘Seed '’ has there pre-
dominated and controlled. The' clergy have
repudiated the Bible, tho{ have turned the
people away from it; their religion has been
merely a veneer and could not regensrate the

heart. The spirit of Christ -alone can bring
regeneraiion. :

But let no trne Christian at this hour be
discouraged or dismayed. It is a time for
all such to be calm and sober-minded, to
watch and - pray.
remember the Master's words: *‘‘ He’that
endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.”
To the order-loving people of the world the
Prophet of the Lord savs:
seek righteousness ; it may be that-ye shall
be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.”. Go
quickly to vour Bible and prove that the fore-
going statement is true; and learning:it to
be true, yon will be able to see, shiring beyond
the darkness that now enshrouds the earth,
the light of hope, the Messianic Kingdom.
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Be strong in faith, and -

‘* Seek meekness, -
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