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"THE WORLD ON FIRE !
A BETTER DAY COMING

Fire Used as a Symbol in the Bible

Heavens and Symbolic Seas to be Symbolically Burned

“All the earth shall be devoured with the fire of My fealousy.
that they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve

is in common use amongst the

people. For instance, the Bible
for 2,500 years has been telling about
the great war in Europe, and has lik-
ened it to a consuming fire which will
eventually destroy completely our
present civilization; and, behold! the
Editors of our great Journals are writ-
ing freely about the :
tion now raging in Europe, and our
honorable President, similarly, has de-
clared the world is on fire and our
nation will be fortunate if we do not
share in the conflagration also.

The time was when our forefathers
read the Bible without realizing that
{t contained figures of speech and
symbolisms such-.as Jwe use in our or-
dinary conversation. Hence the is-
take that was so generally made of
gupposing the Bible to teach that. our
earth is to be literally consumed. with
titerali nre. Not inerely Adveulists
have so believed and taught, but all
the creeds of all the denominations
contain the same teachings—that at
the Second Coming of Chirst the world
This erroneous
thought has helped to biind God’s peo-
ple to the general teachings of the
Bible that at the Seeond Coming of
Jesus the world will enter upon the
grandest epoch ever—styled by St.
“Times of Restitution”-—liter-
ally, years of Restitution—Acts 3:19-21.

Practically all the creeds of Chris-
tendom—Methodists, Baptists, Presby-
terians, Lutherans, Roman Catholics,
Episcopalians, all—teach this doctrine,
that the world is to be burned up. The
Bible, all the while, has been telling
us plainly “The earth abideth forever,”
and again, “God formed not the earth
tn vain; He formed it to be inhabited.”
(Ecclesiastes 1:4; Isaiah 45:18.) Our
earth has never yet been inhabited,
and is not even fit for habitation, as a
whole. Millions of acres are, as yet,
untouched; and other millions are
desert wilds. The Bible tells us that
sthe wilderness shall blossom as &
rose,” “solitary places shall be glad,”
and “streams shall come forth from
the desert,”—in Messiah’s Day.—Isaiah
25:1-10; 11:1-9; ete.

Messiah’s Day Draws Near.

Messiah’s Day is the great Sabbath
Day, a thousand years long, which is
to follow the Six Great Days of man’s
Work Week.”

These six Days—six thousand years
—ended forty-four years ago; conse-
quently we are forty-four years into
the great Seventh Day. This accounts
to us for the wonderful inventions, de-
velopments and increase of knowledge,
wealth and blessings of every kind
which have come to the world during
these forty-four years. Sewing ma-
chines, labor saving agricultural ma-
chinery, human comforts and conve-
niences, electric lighting, and motors,
automobiles, electric railways, short-
ened hours of labor, with the passing
of the “sweat of face” which was a
part of the curse. And our scientific
men in full accord with the Bible,
though unaware of it, are telling us

e I‘HE symbolic languageof the Bible

«WHERE ARE THE DEAD?”

This article was published in a re-
cent issue of THE BIBLE STU-
DENTS MONTHLY, Vol. 5 No. 3.
The interest aroused and the great
demand for copies of it have been
remarkable. A sample copy will be
mailed to any one free upon receipt
of post-card request.

great conflagra-

as in the Language and Literature of Our Day—Symbolic Earth, Symbolic

that we are just on the eve of the most
-wonderful scientific discoveries that
will still further enrich and bless the
world.. The Bible explains that all this
increase of knowledge was foreknown
of the Lord and purposed; and that
He is taking away the veil of igno-
rance and -superstition which so long
has hindered us.

Winds of Strife, Earthquakes of Revo-
lution, and Fire of Anarchy, the
Bible Program.

The same Bible which foretold the
present great war in Hurope, and sym-
bolically pictured it as a letting loose
of the four winds of Heaven to the
.injury of the earth, points us to the
next stage” of this great trouble, sym-
bolically styling it an earthquake, and
declaring that it will be “a great earth-
guake, such as was not since men
were upon the earth, so mighty an
earthauake and so great.”—Rev, 16:18,

This earthguake of revoluiien 18
what we might naturally have ex-
pected, even without the Divine Meg-
sage on the subject. It is scarcely
supposable, but that this terrible war,

bringing only sorrow, misery, distress
and death to all the parties engaged,
will be a disappointient to them all.
Chagrin and discontent will be gen-
-eral. The heaviness of the taxation to
meet the interest on great debts will
be burdensome. Many agree with us
that the people will never submit to
such taxation, that neither the interest
nor the principal will be paid, and that
this will bring revelution; for the
wealthy people, hoiders of the bonds,
will attempt to eanforce payment.
Britain, the richest of the nations, has
a stream of $500,000,000 a year income
from Tndia; but this great amount will
not be even onehalf the interest-
charge on her enormous debt of $22,-
000,000,000, as estimated by the lord
of her Treasury. And what is true of

THE DAY OF VENGEANCE.

—The New Heavens and the New Earth.

For then will I turn to the people a pure language,
Him with one consent”—Zephaniah 3. & 9

Britain in this respect, is still more
true of the other nations which have
no such ‘incomes.

But the great climax of the trouble
that is before them, the Bible repre-
sents as a symbolic fire following the
great symbolic earthquake of revolu-
tion. Fire in Bible language sym-
bolically represents destruction—in
this case the destruction of the sym-
bolic earth, political, financial, social
and the religious heavens. This the
picture which St. Peter gives us, say-
ing, “The Day of the Lord will come as
g thief in the mnight; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great
nonise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat; the earth also, and
the works that are thereln, shall be
burned up; . . . the heavens, being on
fire, shall be dissolved. ... Never-
theless we, according to His promise,
leok for new heavens and a new earth,
v aerein dwelleth righteousness.”—2
Feter oy, 14, 15,

Christ Will Make All Things New.

The new heavens and earth repre-
sent the new order of things of Mes-

&

siah’s Kingdom. The new heavens will
be the glorified Church, consisting of
Jesus and His Bride class, which He
has been selecting from the world .dur-
ing the past nearly nineteen centuries
—a Royal Priesthood. The new earth
will be the new social order of things
under the control and direction of the
new heavens. The great King declares,
“Behold, I make all things new.”
(Revelation 21:1-5.) There will be no
patching of present institutions, but a
clean sweep of them by the fire of
God’s anger, which will precede the
establishment of the new heavens and
the new earth wherein only that which
is righteous, equitable, just, true, will
be recognized. .

Equally symbolic is the statement
that then “there will be no more sea.”

-as by fire;

In the symbolic language of the Bible
“gea” represents the restless masses
of mankind, while the ‘“‘earth” repre-
sents the social order, or structure,
and the “mountains’” represent. the
kingdoms or governments. When the
new order of things shall have come
into power, Socialists, Anarchists and
others, discontented with the present
order of things—symbolically repre-
sented by the sea—will be no more;
for the new order of things will fully
and more than meet their desires and
expectations. “I will shake all na- °
tions, and the desire of all nations
shall come—Hag. 2:7.

In the symbolic language of the
Bible, all the mountains will be brought
low, and the valleys will be exalted.
These statements do not refer to the
literal earth, to the literal mountaine
and literal valleys any more than te
the literal sea, but signify the great
revolutionary processes by which the
new order of things will be inaugu
rated. The high ones will be brought
down, the humble ones will be lifted
up, and general human equality will
be established—along the lines of
righteousness, however. Some of the
rich and favored of the present time
may at first feel greatly discontented:
but so surely as they are just men, or
are amenable to the instructions along
the line of justice, they will eventually
come to see, appreciate and rejoice in
the new Divine order of things, whick
will be for the blessing of all the
families of the earth.

“The Fire of That Day.”

St. Paul prophetically poinfed down
o our day, aud styled it “that evid
gay.” He urged God’s people, saying,

Take unto you the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to withstané
in the evil day.” (Ephesians 6:13.)
We are aiready in this evil day; and
already thousands of Christians have
fallen away from faith in the Lord
They did not have on the whole armor
of God. They were unprepared. The
day of the Lord came upon them as &
thief (1 Thessalonians 5:2) and as &
snare.—Luke 21:35.

It sounds paradoxical to say that we
are living in the most wonderful time
in the world’s history, and yet that it
is the evil day that the Apostle men-
tions. This is so because we were Iin
such darkness that, coming into such
great light suddenly, many have lost
their mental balance. Only those pre-
pared by the armor of the Lord’s Word
have been enagbled to stand.

Notice how fully and distinctly the
Apostle has pictured our present dis-
tress. He says, pointing exactly to our
time, “The fire [of that Day] shall t
every man’s work of what sort it 1s.”
(1 Corinthians 3:13.) He is not re-
ferring to the world, but to the people
of God. He proceeds to explain that
God’s people build upon the Rock
Christ Jesus, but that each should be
careful to build his faith structure of
the proper material—the gold, silver
and precious stones of the Divine
promises. He tells, however, that some
do build otherwise—with wood, hay
and stubble of human traditions and
philosophies and speculations.

The Apostle declares that the fire of
this Day shall try, or test, all these
faith structures; and that those built
of human philosophies and the creeds
of the Dark Ages will be consumed as
wood, hay and stubble would go down
before a fire. But those who have built
their faith upon the promises of God’s
Word will not suffer loss in this fiery
ordeal. The Apostle further intimates
that those who suffer the loss by fire
may, if they still abide upon the Rock
Christ Jesus, themselves be saved so
for to such the fire will
really prove a profitable experience in
that it will sweep away the errors and
leave them opportunity for building
up a holy faith on the Divine promises.

The trouble with the majority is
that, while trusting in Jesus, they have
had a false faith, a faith built of hu-
man traditions and not of God’s prom-
ises. The reason they do not know
what they believe is that their faith
structure has been burnt down.

(Continued on 2d page, 1lst column.}
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Earthly va. Heavenly Wisdom,

The fire which is consuming this
wood, hay and stubble of human
philosophy and tradition has emanated
from our great schools and colleges.
They have been inculcating what iz
8ermed Higher Criticism as respects
the Bible, and this is merely a refined
modern name for infidelity. They have
been teaching also Evolution, which I8
as far from the teaching of the Bible
a8 day is from night.

According to Evolutionists, Nature
is a great impersonal God, whose first
production of life on the earth was in
the form of protoplasm. After thou-
@ands of years, they say, an ambitious
family of protoplasm evoluted and be-
came tadpoles. For some thousands

of years the tadpoles reigned as an.

aristocracy on the earth; and then an
ambitious family of tadpoles concluded
to evolute and become frogs. Thou-
sands of years later there arose an
aristocracy among the frogs, which
@voluted and became monkies,
other thousands of years an aristocracy
among the monkies evoluted and be-
came college professors; and that is
the attainment of our day. In answer
to our queries they boast of their an-
cestry and also of their posterity, tell-
ing us that, in perhaps a million years
in the frture they will live everlast-

- ingly in a representative gense in that

thelr children will have evoluted to &
eondition of wisdom and discretion
wherein they will not need to die.
Contrast this nonsense, .the wisdom
of this world, with the Wisdom from
Above, which tells us the opposite.
The Bible declares that God made man
in His own image, only a little lower
than the angels; that He crowned man
with glory and honor, and made him
the king of the earth; that Adam be-
¢ame through disobedience a rebel
#galnst the Divine Law and conse-
guently came under a death sentence;

that God’s foreknowledge had already

arranged for this catastrophe, and, in
due tirie, provided a Redeemer who
Zave His life to meet the penalty first
imposed on Adam and who thus re-
deemed Adam-+and all his race from
the penalty which was upon them—a
death penalty, not an eternal torment
penalty, Thus the Bible assures us
that, unless Christ had died for our
#sins, there would have been no resur-
rection of the dead, and men would
have been asg extinct in death as a
brute beast. But the Bible assures us
that, “Since by man came death, by
man [Jesus] came also the resurrec-
tion of the dead. For as in Adam all
die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive. But every man in his own
order.”—1 Corinthians 15:21-23. )

The Bible tells us that the whole
world is asleep in death during the
long night of sin, darkness and super-
stition. The Bible tells us that as
soon as the Church shall be complete
and glorified with her Redeemer and
Lord, the Sun of Righteousness will
arise to scatter all the ignorance, su-
erstition and sin of the world of man-
ind. The Rible tells us that for a
thousand years Christ and His_elect
Church in glory will be Priests, Kings
and Judges for the very purpose of
uplifting Adam and his race out of
their fallen, valn, sinful, weak con-
d@ition back to the image and likeness
of God, as at first. The Bible tellg
us that the earth shall be filled with
the Lord’s glory; and that, as His
footstool He will make it glorious.
Paradise lost wili be Paradise restored
world-wide. ‘The Bible tells us that
those who will either refuse or neglect
the opportunities of Messiah’s King-
dom will be degtroyed in the Second
Death—abgolutely, “as natural brute
beasts.”—2 Peter 2:12.

The Fire of Our Text.

When we see the giorious blessings
that are just at hand, the fact that
they shall be entered upon through
the doorway of trouble, seems the less
important. Our Socialist friends urge
us to join with them, saying, “We are
tired. of preaching about what God wiil
do by and by; come and join us; be
Socialists and do something now.” We
reply that, we appreciate the fact that
many Socialists are intelligent and
that many of them are sincere; but.in
our opinion their wisdom is the wis-
dom of this world, which, from God’s
viewpoint, is foolishness. They are
mot able to bring about t}le great
shanges which they desire,” and if

af

After -

they could bring them sabout, they
would be wunable to maintain those
changes so long as sin and death reign
in this world, What the world needs
is whai God hasg provided, & Savior
and a Great One, able to save io the
uttermosi—completely.

We tell our socjalist friends that
we know they will succeed bevond
their expectations. Like Samson of old
ihey will pull down the house not only
upon others, bu! also upon themselves
—“There shall be & Time of Trouble
such as never was since there was a
nation,” ag our Lord Jesus foretold.—
Matthew 24:21, .

. We should" follow the courge
directed by Cod’s Word, and urge God’g
peopie everywhere to 4o the same—
to wait upon the Lord to bring about
the great change of dispensations
which He has purposed and promised.
Hear the words of the - Prophet:
“Therefore wait ye upon Me, saith the
Lord, until the day that I rise up to
the prey; for My determination is to
gather the natioms, that I may as-
semble the kingdoms, to pour upon

them Mine indignation, even all My
fierce anger; for all the earth shail
be devoured with the fire of My
jealousy.” The fire of God’s jealousy,
or ahger, is not literal fire. If will be
the fire of anarchy, by which He will
permit humanity to destiroy its grandg-
est achievements of civilization.

That the fire of God’s jealousy is
pot literal fire is demonstrated by the
next verse, which declares that, afier
this fire shall have done its work,
then the Lord will turn unte the peo-
ple a pure Ifessage that they may all
call upon the name of the Lord, to
serve Him with one consent. If the
whole earth were devoured with a
literal fire, there would be no people
ieft to receive God’s pure Message and
turn to Him. But after the fire of
anarchy and of trouble shall have
spent itself, and after the New Dis-
pensation shall have been inaugurated,
tho “light of the knowledge of the
glory of God” will fill the whole earth.
Hventually every knee will bow and
every -tongue confess, to the glory of
God ~the Father.— Habakkuk 2:14;
Philippians 2:10, 11,

“But Who May Abide the D&y of His Coming?—And Who Shall Stand When

He Appeareth? for He

Is Like a Refiner’s Fire and Like Fulles’s
Soap.”—Malachi 3:2.

HE words of the Prophet givem

in our text refer to the close of

the present Gospel Age. It is
the same Day prophesied by the Apos-
tle Paul when he declared, “The ﬁr,e
of that Day shall try every man’s
work of what sort it {s.” (1 Corin-
thians 3:13.) It is the Day ef which
the Apostle Peter wrote so graphically
when he said that in that great Day
of the Lord the heavens should be
on fire apd the elements should melt
with fervent heat, and that the earth
and all the works therein should be
burned up. (2 Peter 3:10.) It is the
Day of which the Prohpet Zephaniah
gpoke when he said that in the great
Day of the Lord all the earth shoul,d
be devoured with the fire of God’s
jealousy. (Zephaniah 3:8.) Isalah,
Jeremiah, and many of the faithfual

“Propneis ol God prophested of this

Day. The Prophet Daniel was in-
structed by the angel of the Lord
that in that Day there should be &
“Time of Trouble such as never was
since there was a nation.” (Daniel
12:1.) Our Lord Jesus Himself veri-
fled this prophecy, and added that
never afterwards should ‘there. be
such g time.—Matthew 24:21, 22.

The Secriptures call this Day “the
Day of the Lord,” “the Day of Jeho-
vah,” “the Day of God,” “the Day o‘s’?
Chrigt,” “the Day of Venge,e,mce,
“that great and notable Day,” etc.
It is the Day in which the Old Order
is to perish and the glorious New
Order is to be ushered in. In fore-
telling this Day, both the Prophets
and the Apostles speak of the class
which will stand in this Day when
all others shall fall. St. Paul says
that everything which can be shaken
down will be; and that only the
Kingdom which will then be set up,
and which cannot be shaken, will
remain. (Hebrews 12:25-29.)  The
present order of sociely—the nominal
church systems, financial institutions,
political institutions — all —will go
down in this time of trouble.

During this Gospel Age many who
have not been Christlans have asso-
ciated themselves with the Church.
The civilized world of today c¢all
themselves “Christians,” in contradis-
tinction to the mnations, which thpy
call “heathen,” though from the Serip-
tural standpoint they are all heathen
—~Gentiles. Among all these varlous
nations we find many religions, whose
devotees claim that they have gonge-
crated themselves 1o God. But the
touch-stone by which these c¢lalmg
may be tested is the Word of God
See QGalatians 1:6:3. To the irue
Church of Chrigt alone will God give
the Messianic Kingdom. Some who
really have Christ and His work of
sacrifice as their foundation will he
saved, but at the expeunse of all thelr
works, their character-structure, which
the “fire” of this Day will consume,
The tare clasg in the nominal
churches will be bundled and “burn-
ed,” not as Individuals, but as pro-
fesged Christians; that s to say,
their professions will be seen to be
without foundation.

o “Saved as Through Fire*

"The ones who are upon the Rock
Christ Jesus, the only true Foundsa-
tion, are those who have accepted
Jesus as their Ransom-sacrifice, and
have consecrated themselves wholly

4ul will be born Divine beinga.

to God through Him. All these “have
been called in one hope of their call-
ing.”  (Epbesians 4:4.) Many of
these will fail to make their calling
and election sure and will suffer great
loss. They did not build properly
upon this Foundation, Christ, a strue-
ture of gold, silver and preclous
stones of Truth and of whole-hearted
loyalty to the Lord. They will suffer
the Joss of the Kingdom, and through
muck tribulation will take a lower
place, before the Throne—not rulers,
but honorakble servants of the ruling
class. All who have been begotten
of the Holy Spirit must, as we have
shown elsewhere, either be born upon
the spirit plane or 1lose life alte-
gether. Those who prove wholly faith-
Those
not wholly faithful, and who miss the
sreat-‘‘prize,” thouzh not denying the
Lord that bought them, will be born
spirit beings of a lower order.

The tribulations which characterize
the end of this Age will thoroughly
awaken these careless omes. Certain
special tribulations, we understand,
have come to those who were of thig
class all through the Age. But ap-
parently a larger number of these
are living now, at the close of the
Age; and these must go through “the
great tribulation,” and must wash
their soiled robes and make them
white in the blood of the Lamb. (Rev-
elation 7:9-17.3 They will have s
blessed portion after their purifica-
tion, but far less glorious than that
to which they were calied.

The Apostle Paul in his writings
lays special emphasis upon the fun-
damental importance of correct doe-
irinal teaching. It made no difference
whether Paul or Apocllos or even an
angel from Heaven taught anything,
it must be in harmony with the foun-
dation doctrines which had been
given them by the Lord. (Galatians
1:6-12) He assured the Church that
what he had taught them was from
God; apd that even if an angel
should bring them another gospel, it
would be a proof that such angel
bad deflected from lgyalty to the
Lord. That Jesus Christ died to
secure the Redemption-price for
Adam and his race is the foundation
doctrine of the Church, which was
received from Jesus Himself and from
His faithful mouthpieces and which
wag shown in the Divinely given
types of the Law. Whoever taught
this fundamental truth faithfully was
a real help to the people of God. Vet
even such a teacher might help them
to build, even on this proper founda-
tion, a faith and character structure
which would not stand the tests of
the great Day of the Lord.

invulnerabllity of the ¥ruth,

This prophecy of our text ig still in
process of fulfilment. The “refiner’s
fire” is even now doing s work, and
thousands and fens of thousands are
falling all about us, The Prophet’s
query ig very pertinent at this time,
We see that the false teachings which
have come down during these many
centuries since the Apostles fell
asleep have made humanity incapa-
ble of reasoning correctly on reli-
gious subjects. In the past we havs
had our own experiences along this
line, Whenever anything religious
was mentioned we seemed to lose anp

common sense. Now we have losh
our fear of the dread penalty of using
our reazon. We have ccwme back to
tbe teachings of Jesus and the Apos
tles, and we fnd them grand and
beautiful. /

Those who have been teaching er
rors will soon be ashamed (Isplak
66:5), wkile the fire of this Day will
only manifest the Truth to all, Ne
power, mo tongue, RO Den, can Susce
cessfully contradict the Truth, the
great Divine Plan of the Ages. It im
strong before its enemies and before
ail who make assaults upon if, and
ere long the folly of its foes shall be
made known to the whole world.
“There shall be weeping and gunashe
ing of teeth.” .

Bignificance of the Presencs of the

King.

The coming of the King to possess
His Kingdom will mean a personal
ags well as a national and a churck
examination, judgment and treatment.
It will mean, when the Kingdom s
fully inaugurated, the suppression of
vice in a manner and to s degrea
never attempted by any earthly re-
former. There will be ne license: ta
do evil in any form. The only liberty
granted will be lberty toc do right.
it is no wonder that so few expes
rience joy at the proclamation of the
return of earth’s rightful King to
reign! To many it will mean the loss
of their present advantages over thelr
fellowmen. To many it will mean
the prohibition and’ cutting off* of
sins now indulged in and enjoyed.

Nevertheless, both the King ané
the XKingdom are not only coming,
but are here; and the present trou-
bles and shakings in church sand
state, and the general awakening of
the people are the results of In-
fluences “emanating from that King
and Kingdom. Though men know it
not, it is the work of the Kingdom
of God that is even now preparing
for the wreck of all the kingdoms of
the earth, that the way may be opens
ed for the establishment of righteous-
ness in the world, that men’s hearts
may be humbled and prepared for
the righteous Government which is to
take control of earth. Worldly men
cannot realize this; for this Kingdom -
cometh not with outward observation
—with outward show and display.
Therefore they cannot say, “Lo, here,”
or “Lo, there.”

In spite of the awful war now Tag-
ing, growing fiercer and more deadly
every day, these continue to hope for
peace, tryving to comvince themselves
and others that the trouble must soom
be brought to an énd, and that mat-
ters will then go om as formerly.
They blind themselves to the irug
conditions and refuse to helieve that
God has determined to permit thig
trouble! to spread and involve the
entire world and to bring about ths
utter overthrow of the Present Order
of things. Selfishness, pride and love
of money have closed their eyes., Weg
glve here an extract from a noem
written some years ago by a Chrig
tlaq minister, which forcefully de-
scribes present conditions and ths
judgment of God which is now to be
Yisited upon the world for their lagt.
ing good:

“Woe to the Age when gold is god, and .
law a solemn jest,

That belps the boldly vile to crugh the

noblest and the best!
en Mammon o’er cheap millions fings
his gilded harness strong,

And drives them tame beneath his lask
down broad highways of wrong;
While Truth’s shrill clarion down the sky

peals faintly o’er the rout,

And dust and fumes of earth and asin
shut Heaven's blest sunlight out!
Then look for lightning!—God’'s red bolta

‘must cleave the stifling gloom,

In righteous wrath to purge the worl@

in Sodom’s fearful doom!”
. But we are thankful that while the
Judgments of a rightecus God against
sin must come at this time, yet the
ultimate results will be glorious,
when the world will come forih chag-
tened, subdued, purificd by the awful
baptism of fire and blood ; when they
shall come to see that sin, selfishness
and corruption have wrought their
legitimate outcome. Then mankind
will be ready to cry to the Lord and
to long for His deliverance, and He
will be entreated of them and wilk
lift them up and bless them,

But the coming of the King meang
much trouble and the general over
turning of the kingdoms of this worle
which, while professing to be king
doms of God, are really under thg
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sontrgl of the “prince of this world,”
Batan, “ihe prince of the power of
{he air, the spirit that now worketh
in the c¢hildren of disobedience.”
{John 14:30; 16:11; HXphesiang 2:2.)
it means the shaking of society in a
manner and to an exient never befors
koown, and sc thoroughly that anoth-
zr shaking will never be necdssary.
{Hebrews 12:26, 27.) It means tihe
breaking in pieces of the empires and
wovernments of the world as a pot-
ter’'s vessel., It means the passing
away of the present ecclesiagtical
“heavens,” and the fall of many of
flps bright “stars.” At yresent the sun-
tight of the true Gospel, and the
mooniight of the Law with its types
2nd sghadows, are obscured by the
thick ciouds of worldly wisdom. “The
#un shall be turned into darkness,
the moon into blood.’—Joel 2:30, 31.
While many would rejoice to ses
society relieved of many of its sel-
ﬂsh,. life-sapping ulcers, they seem to
realize that so just and impartial a
Judge as the Lord Himself might cut
off certain long-cherished = sins to
which they desire to cling; they fear
{0 have their personal gelfishness
touched. And their fears are well-
founded. He will bring to light all
the hidden things of darkness, and
correct and suppress private as well
as public sin and selfishness. He
will expose depths of corruption never
before realized. He will make “Jus-
tice the line and righteousness the
plummet; and the hail shall sweep
away the refuge of lies, and the wa-
ters shall overflow the hiding place.”
(R. V.) He will “bring down them
that dwell on high, the lofty ecity
{Babylon]. He layeth low, . . .
even to the dust.” He will bring
down them who have “made lies
ﬁhelsr refuge.”—Isaiah 28:15, 17, 18;
Lift up Truth’s Glorious Banner!
It is written that the Day of the

Lord would come as g thief and a
snare upon the whole world, and that
only God’s fully consecrated Church
would be in the light and not be
taken unawares. Many of the conse-
crated have been deceived by looking
for the Heavenly King to come again
in the flesh, They forgot that the
only reason for His coming in the
flesh at His First Advent was “for
the suffering of death’” as man’s cox-
responding-price; and that now He is
highly exzalted, a glorious spirit Be-
ing. “IIe was put to death in flesh,
but made alive in Spirit.” (1 Peter
3:18.) They forgot that the Apostle
Paul alsc said, “Though we have
known Christ after the flegh, yet
nenceforth know we Him [so] no
more.” {2 Corinthians 5:16.) The
true children of God are coming more
and more to see how the Masier
comes at His Second Advent, and are
not expecting to see Him in the flesh
and with their natural eyes,

We who know that the Xing of
Glory .and His blessed Kingdom are
the only remedy for the wrongs and
woes of man should be pointing the
groaning creation to this Kingdom,
rather than to the poultices of their
own contriving which can do no real
good. Tell them the meaning of
present world-wide conditions, and
how, beyond the troubles now over-
spreading the world, will come the
glorious Times of Restituticn foretold
by all the holy Prophets since the
world began. Tell them that the
death of Jesus was the Redempiion-
price for the entire race of Adam,
and that His return is for the pur-
pose mnot only of delivering His
-Church, but to bind Satan and set
free all his captives, including all
who are in the graves, giving all
who will an opportunity to come into
the liberty of sons of God, under the
terms of the New Covenant, soon to
be established.

AN APPALLING LACK
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[RREAT NEED OF AN AWAKENING ON SUBJECT OF JUSTICE.

©Awake to righteousness and sin not;
God. I speak this to your

for some have not the knowledge of
shame.”—1 Corinthians 15:34.

4 HIS exhortation 1s not addressed
to the world of sinners, but to
Christians, as are all of the Apos-

‘tollc writings. If we were to translate

the text a litle differently, it might

better give the Apostie’s thought, For
instance, “Awake 10 a proper apprecia-
tion of justice. Do not sin against
justice in your lives; for some have
not a knowledge of God respecting
justice, the principles of righteousness.

And this is to your shame.” L

) ‘We who are in the School of Christ
recognize {hat the Lord is teaching us
and is preparing us for .a g "t work
in the future. The work of the Church
during the incoming Age is, according

to the Bible, to be kings, priests and -

judges, to be God’s representatives in
the Messianic Kingdom, As kings,
they will be sharers with our Lord
Jesus in the ruling of the world. As
priests, they share in the work of heal-
ing, instructing and sympathizing with
the world. As judges, they will ad-
minister justice, will give stripes or
rewards to mankind, during the thou-
sand years of Messiah’s Reign. Mani-
festly, therefore, it is proper that who-
ever hopes to be of these kings, priests
and judges should now attain the quali-
fications of heart and mind which will
make him competent for the work; for
we may be very sure that God will not
appoint any who are mnot properly
qualified. | -

It is for this reason that God has
been calling His Church out from the
world during the last nineteen hun-
dred years, and has been giving us the
glorious instrdctions of our Lord Jesus
and the Apostles and.of the Law and
the Prophets. All these things have
heen for our upbuilding in those quali-
ties of hrart and mind which will fit
us for the great service to which God
has called us. . . . .

But God is not testing His children
according to their imperfect bodies;
for He knows that we cannot do the
things which we would. He is dealing
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with our spirits, our minds. Through
the transforming influences of His
Word, He is giving us a new mind;
and it is this new mind which He re-
ceives into His family. This becomes
the New Creature. (Romans 12:1, 2;
2 Corinthiansg 5:17.) We accept a new
will, the will of God, Instead of our
own ‘wills, and the Divine arrange-
raentsy instead of our own plans and
purposes. Thus God is dealing with
ug as His children, according to this
new relationship intc which we have
come by faith and obedience; and
through Christ our Lord we are reck-
oned perfect in God’s sight.

The Knowledge of God’s Will,

But ‘how can we be perfect in will
.when our bodies are imperfect? We
answer, as did thé Apostle, “To will
is present with me, but how to perform
1 find not.” (Romans 7:18.) He did
not always succeed in carrying out his
will for righteousness. So it is with
every one who seeks to walk in the
footsteps of Jesus. We all know how
to WILL right, but how to DO right
is the problem! .

Gradually we learn that God will not
judge us according to the imperfec-
tions of our flesh; for go long as we
.remain faithful, these blemishes are
covered with the robe of Chirst’s im-
puted righteousness. Therefore we do
our best to show our Heavenly Father
that we are trying hard to do right in
every act, word and thought. 1
since He expects every member of His
family to have a perfect will, it be-
comes a personal guestion as to what
is the will of God for us. So we seek
to prove “what is the good and accept-
able and perfect will of God.” .

To prove what is God’s will means
to come toc a knowledge of His will, to
demonstrate it for ocurselves. If we
are faithful, we are progressing in this
more and more ag the days go by. At
first we had a little knowledge, and
this we put into practise. As we grew
in grace and in knowledge, we became
better acquainted with the will of God;
and it was for us to put this increased
knowledge into practise also. This
knowledge of the will of God we ob-
tained, not in any supernatural way,
but through the study of the Bible. -

Whoever has come into the. family
of God has given up his own will and
accepted instead God’s will. Whoever
has not given up his own will to the
Lord is not His child. As the Apostle
declares, “If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.*

Anéd

(Romans 8.9.) The Spirit, of Christ
is the spirit of full surrender to the
Father’s will; and as we come fo this
same condition, we give up our own
wills and take instead the Divine wiil.
This we do because it is the proper
course for all who desire to follow in
our Redeemer’s steps, and because our
own wiils have proved tc be unsatis-
factory to ourselves. Our minds and
our bodies are sc¢ imperfect that we
have frequently gotten into difficulty
through doing our own will. There-
fore we are glad to know and to do the
will of God, especially since we see
that it is so gracious a will,

During the present time it is the
will of God that His children shall
have trials, difficulties and polishings,
in order that these experiences may
develop in us a God-likeness of char-
acter, a crystallization of character,
that will render us fit tec be used of
God in the great work which He has
appointed to the Lord Jesus, that we
might thus become joint-heirs with
Jesus Christ our Lord in that Heavenly
Kingdom which is designed of the
Father for the blessing of all the fami-
lies of the earth.

Justice First, Then Love.

Sometimes Christian people see the
doctrine of love in the Bible, and for-
get that there is a lesson which pre-
cedes love. This primary lesson is the
one to which we draw your attention
today. It is the lesson of justice—
righteousness. Our text really signi-
fies, “Awake to justice!” We must all
learn to distinguish right from wrong
and to practise what is just, right.
Justice is righteousness.

The Law of God was given to the
Israelites at Mount Sinai to show what
justice means, They were not asked
to do anything more than justice.
“Thou shalt not kill,” said the Law;
for to take another’s life is wrong, ex-
cept when God’s own Law demands it.
“Thou shalt not steal.” To do so is
wrong, unjust. “Thou shalt not bear
false witness.” 7To do so would be an
injustice.

Thus we see that the Law of God
given to the children of Israel amounted
to this: “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind
and strength; and thy neighbor as thy-
self.” To do justice to your neighbor
as you wish that neighbor to do justice
to you is the essence of the Law of
God given to the Jews for their treat-
ment of others.

Did God_give this same Law to the
Church? Yes, so far_as the spirit of
the Law is concerned. God’s Law is
over all of His creatures. But during
the Law Dispensation there was a spe-
¢lal Law Covenanl which God tad
made with Natural Israel. No others
have ever been under that Law Cove-
nant. The Jew who could keep that
Law perfectly could live forever; and,
having everlasting life at his com-
mand, he might have the opportunity
of becoming a part of that great anti-
typical Spiritual Israel which was to
bless all the families of the earth.
This our Lord Jesus did. Moreover,
in His statement of the Divine Law
of Spiritual Israel, He “has magnified
the Law and made it honorable,” by
showing how far-reaching and compre-
hensive are ils requirements.

No intelligent person will question
the propriety of dealing justly with
every one in the world. This subject
has many ramifications in all the af-
fairs of our daily life. The principle
of justice enters into every transac-
tion, even the most trivial. It applies
not only to our dealings with the world
at large, but with every member of our
own family. The principle of justice
mugt be recognized with our own as
well ag with others. If all might get
this thought of the Golden Rule firmly
fixed in the mind, if each one could
awake to righteousness, to justice, the
whole world would be revolutionized.

Practical Application of Justice.

_ If this principle of justice were
recognized and followed, men would
not be shooting one another today over
in Kurope. _On the contrary, they
would be doing something better,
something good one toward another,
just as they would wish others to do
toward them. But men are not living
up to this standard of righteousness,
of justice. It is entirely ignored by

governments and by individuals. The|
general excuse for violating the Goldemn |
Rule is, “It would never do for us io:
grant to others what we weould expect:
for ourselves; for others would take
advantage of us; they would not do
their part; they would not recipre-
cate.” Say the British, “It would not
do for us to practise the Golden Rule
toward the Germans; for we do not
know what they would do fo us.’”” The
Germans advance the same kind of
argument.

_ This course of conduct is not the
fear of God, but the fear of man; it
ignores the fear of God. God says
that if Christians are afraid of men
and. of nations and of what these may
do, we are carnal, are living accorde
Ing to the flesh, are like the unbeliev-
ing world. How shall we who have
come into relationship  with God
through the Lord Jesus Christ, we who
have given our lives to Him, do under
such circumstances? Shall we say
that we fear to trust this principle of
justice in our lives, that we do nof
dare to carry it out in every word,
thought and act? Are we afraid to
trust God and to obey Him?

God did not say that we were to
observe the Golden Rule whenever
others observed it toward us, and te
ignore it whenever others failed te
observe it toward us. On the contrary .
we are to practise it on every occasion,
regardless of what others do. Thewn
we shall know that all things shall
work together for good toward us, be-
cause we shall be in line with God and
His arrangements. He has power to
overrule in all of life’s affairs. The
very least that we must do_is to_give
justice to one another; and to do so
will upbuild our own characters.

Whoever is violating the principle
of Justice, the Golden Rule, in his
home or in the Church of Christ or in
business or social relations should, if
he is a Christian, examine the matter
earnestly and prayerfully, and “awake
to righteousness {[justice], and sim ;
not.” Thus to do violence to justice is |
sin; and so far as our knowledge goes, |
it is a sin that prevails everywhere. |
Many have not a proper appreciatiom
of this fact. They do not see that
Justice is the very foundation of all '
character, of all right living. It is the °
foundation of the Throne of God.
(Psalm 89:14.) In vain does any one
practise ‘love to his fellow creatures '
or even toward God while he is at the :
same time violating the principle of
justice toward that one. Only after
we have rendered justice are we at
liberty to practise love toward another.
Then we may do as much as we are

able along tihe line of love.
first, love afterwards.

Responsibility of God’s People.

Those wheo are children of God are
expecting shortly to be made the
judges of the world. As the Apostle
says, “Do ye not know that the saintz
shall judge the world?’ (I Corinthians
6:2, 3.) Moreover, God is seeking now
to develop in our hearts and lives, inm
our characters, those principles whick
He desires. Therefore, unless we are
just in our very hearts, unless we ap-
preciate this principle of justice and
rejoice to practise it, we shall not be
fit for the Kingdom. We should not
be unjust even to an animal. Every
creature has its rights; and we should
give each creature the rights which
belong to it. The results are with God.
Thus doing, shall we not be preparing
our minds, our hearts, for the glorious
condition which the Lord has in store
for His faithful children?

We are not to think that the King-
dom of God is to be given on the basis
of mercy or favor. There will be
neither mercy nor favor in connection
with the bestowal of the Heavenly re- |
ward. God shows mercy in connectiom !
with our sins and the weaknesses ;
against which we are striving; but He |
will not allow in that Kingdom one in- !
dividual whose character is not suit- |
able. Those whom He approves for
joint-heirs and rulers with our Lord
Jesus must represent the principles of
righteousness and must know how to |
apply those principles now. Whoever
is not disposed to_justice to such an
extent as to be willing to suffer losg '
rather than do an injustice will nog
have a share in the Kingdom.
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C&ARTH’S LONG NIGHT OF WEEPING—THE MORNING OF THE
GOLDEN AGE HERE AT LAST—PROOFS ON EVERY HAND.

‘ ‘Watchman, what of the night?

The Morning cometh, and a night

also”—Isaiah 21:11-12.

=

HE literature of the world shows

that intelligent men have refused

to beiieve that the Divine Pur-
pose in the creation of our earth has
yet been attained. Continually we
find references to “the Morning of the
New Day,” to the “Golden Age,” etc.,
ete. Vet not to the longings of men’s
hearts, but to the promises of our
God, do we look for real instruction
on this subject. The Bible most em-
phatically declares that the entire
pericd of human history thus far has
been a night time,

The Prophet David explains, “Weep-
ing may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the Morning.” (Psalm
30:5.) Thus prophetically we are as-
sured that there will be a Morning
whose glory, brightness and blessings
will fully compensate for all the dark
shadows of the Night time past. Our
text is another prophecy along the
same line. , The message of the Lord
is, “The Morning cometh!” St. Paul
writes that up tc his time the world
had been under a reign of Sin and
Death, not under a Reign of Right-
eousness and Life, :

All of the Apostles assure us that
it is not God’s purpose to permit the
reign of Sin and Death to continue
forever. They tell us that the Divine
Program is that Messiah, In the
Father’s appointed time, will take to
Himself His great power and reign
King of_ kings and. Lord of Jords—
putting down sin and every evil thing,
uplifting humanity and granting a
Divine blessing where for six thou-
sand years there has been a Divine
gurse, The Bible writers explain that
this does not signify a change in the
Divine Purpose, but that God had
planned this thing in Himself from
before -the foundation of the world;
and thaf although He had permitted
Sin to enter and death to reign, He
had made fullest provision for the
Redeemer to die for our sins and
eventually to become the Restorer
and Life-giver to Adam and his race
~—t0 as many of them as will accept
everlasting life on the Divine terms.

The Apostles tell us that during
the “night time,” since Jesus’ death,
God has been doing a special work-—
aclecting from mankind a special
¢lass, a saintly few-—“the Church of
the First-borns, whose names are
written in Heaven.” 'These are not
taken from any one nation or de-
nomination. This “little flock,” to
whom it is the Father’s good pleasure
to give the Kingdom (Luke 12:32), is
composed of all the saintly followers
of Jesus, who walk in Iis steps in the
narrow way during this Gospel Age.
Their experiences are to qualify them
for association with their Redeemer
in His Messianic Xingdom. Their
trials, their obedience and their suf-
ferings for righteousness’ sake are to
work out for these a far more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory. Suf-
fering with the Master for the Truth’s
sake in the present life, they are to
share His glory, honor and immortal-
ity in the life to come. They are to
b‘g His joint-heirs in His Kingdom.—
Galatians 3:29; 2 Timothy 2:11, 12.

The Kingdom Sunrlse Nearing.

Amongst the Lord’s people even,
few yet understand that Jesus dis-
tinctly teaches that the “Sun of
Righteousness,” who will arise with
healing in His beams and whose light
will constitute the New Day, will be
composed of the Church of Christ
glorified—changed from human to Di-
vine nature by participation in the
First Resurrection. Our Lord Jesus
tells this in the parable of the Wheat
“and the Tares. He declares that in
the end of this Gospel Age all of the
wheat class will be gathered into the

Heavenly Garner, and that “then shall
the righteous shine forth as the SUN
in the Xingdom of their Father.”

How wonderful, how beautiful, how
appropriate are the word-pictures of
the Bible! No one but the Lord knew
of the great Divine Plan, No one but

Him, therefore, could give these pic-
tures of its development. In various
terms and figures of speech the Bible
attempts to give us a little glimpse of
the glorious conditions of that Day.
The New Day and the Kingdom will
be “the desire of all peoples.” In that
Day the righteous will flourish, and
evil-doers will be cut off from life.
During that thousand-year Day of
Messiah’s Kingdom, Satan is to be
bound, “that he may deceive the na-
tions no more.” (Revelation 20:2, 3.)
Landlordism will come to an end; for
“They shall not build and another in-
habit; they shall not plant and an-
other eat the fruit thereof,” but “shall

long enjoy the work of their hands.”
—i5aian 65:22.

Wonderful Foregleams of Light.

The most wonderful tL.ing that the
Bible tells us respecting that New Day
is that it will bring great intelligence
and enlightenment to every creature.
The- light of the knowledge of the
glory of God shall fill the whole earth
as the waters cover the face cof the
great decp. (Isaiah 11:9; Habakkuk
2:14.) “And they shall teach no more

~every man his neighbor, and every

man_ his brother, saying, Know the
Lord; for they shalla'lknow Me, from
the least of them unto the greatest,
gaith the Lord.” (Jeremiah 31:34.)
Ultimately every knee shall bow and
every tongue shall confess, to the
glory of God.—Phil. 2:11; Isaiah 45:23.
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ALL IN ONE MAN’S LIFE,
What an enthusing prosvect the
Bible holds out before the Church and
before as many of the world as can
exercise a measure of faith to believe!
The world indeed sees to some extent
that great blessings are coming; but
just what these are and how they are
to come mankind know not; for “the
world by wisdom knows not God.” (1
Corinthians 1:21.) The worldly wise
have rejected the Bible, and do not
trust it as a Revelation from God.
Thus the wise are caught in their own

craftiness.—1 Corinthians 3:19.

The Dawning Began in A, D. 1874.

Let us not stop now to discuss the
darkness of the Night and its weep-
ing. Let us awake, and take note of
the fact that the dawning of the New
Age is already here. For the past
forty-two years we have been in it and
enjoying many of its blessings. But
those blessings came so stealthily—
‘“like a thief in the night”—that few
recognized their import. Some few
have been calling attention to the fact
that we have been in the Millennial
dawn ever since 1874.

Bible chronology quite clearly
teaches that the six thousand years
since Adam’s creation have ended—
six great Days of a thousand years
each, mentioned by St. Peter—“a Day
with the Lord is as a thousand years.”
(2 Peter 3:8.) Now the great Seventh
Day, also a thousand years long, has
commenced. We have been enjoying
its dawning. It is to be a grand Day!
What wonder if the dawning be re-
markable!

It may surprise some to be told that
the past forty-two years mean more to
the world in increase of education, in-
crease of wealth, incease of all manner
of labor-saving inventions and con-
veniences, increase of safe-guards and
protections for human life, than did all
the six thousand years which preceded
them—many times over. The world
has probably created a thousand times
as much wealth during these forty-
two years as during the entire six
thousand years preceding. Yet these
changes have come so gradually that
few have noticed them.

Fulfilment of Prophecy Everywhere.

Forty-two years ago man labored
from sun to sun; today we are rapidly
approaching an eight-hour day. Frrty-
two years ago mnearly all the labor of
the world 'was done with sweat of
face; today it is mnearly all accom-
plished by machinery. Forty-two years
ago the sewing-machine was just
reaching perfection; today it is every-
where indispensable. So with the
thousand household conveniences. S0
with mnearly all of our sanitary and
plumbing arrangements. So with farm-
ing implements. Reapers and binders,
mowers, automobiles, gas engines, etc.,
etc., all belong to these forty-two years.

Prophecies respecting streams in
the desert and the wilderness blossom-
ing as the rose are having fulfiiment—
not miraculously, but in harmony with
the Divine order of an inereased in-
telligence amongst men. Artesian
wells are being driiled, irrigating
canals constructed, not only in the
western part of the United States and
Canad=~, but also in far-off Mesopo-
tamia. The resulty are marvelous.
Land previousiy not worth fencing is
valued at $500 per acre today. The
increase of knowledge has been sup-
plemented by governmental arrange-
ments for the distributicn of that
knowledge amongst the people. The
soils of various localities are being
analyzed at public expense; and tilicrs
of the soil are given knowledge zs
respects what kind of fertilizers are
required to bring satisfactory results.

Under these conditions it dces not
surprise us to know that as much as
156 bushels of corn have been raised
to one acre, and that 600 bushels of
potatoes and over are not an uncom-
mon record. Is not the Bible being
fulfilled? Who can dispute these facts?
What do they signify? We answer
that they exactly corroborate the Di-
vine declaration which describes our
day: Many shall run to and fro; knowl-
edge shall be increased; the wise of
God’s people shall understand; and
“there shall be a Time of Trouble such
as never was since there was a na-
tion.”—Dan. 12:4, 10, 1; Matt. 24:21.

Increase of World-Wide Discontent.

‘We are in the Morning of our text.
Ah, what a glorious Morning! How
changed the human conditions from
those of our grandfathers! How thank-
ful the whole world should be! Paeans
of praise should be rising from all the
people of the favored lands of civiliza-
tion; and helping hands should be out-
stretched to carry the same blessings
to heathen lands. But is it so? Are
the people happy and rejoicing? Are
they appreciative of the New Day?—of
the gifts of Divine Providence?

No! In proportion as the blessings
of God have come, the discontent of
humanity has increased; and unbelief,
not only in respect to the Bible as the
Divine Revelation, but in many in-
stances in respect to the very exist-
ence of an intelligent Creator. Not-
withstanding the great increase in the
world’s wealth, and the fact that there
are some noble souls who are using
their share of the wealth in a praise-
worthy manner, nevertheless the gen-
eral operation of the law of selfishness
prevails; and all the legislation which
has been enacted, or which can be en-

acted, fails to restrain the giant instl
tutions—corporatiecns—of our day, fails
to hinder them from exploiting
the masses in the interests of the com:
paratively few.

Did God know all these things?
What will He do about them? Wiik
He bring in the Millennial blessings.
and risk that men shall take for
granted that they have won the secreig
of nature by their own wisdom and
perseverance, and forget God entirely ¥

The Dark Night Already Settling.

According to the Bible, God fore
knew the conditions of our day an
we are now entering them; and in our
text He gives a key to the situation—
elsewhere in the Scriptures made very
plain. Through the Prophet, God tells
of the Dark Night coming—after the
Morning Dawn had been well ushered
in—a dark storm-cloud just at sunrise.

Bible students see this great Time of
Trouble already beginning in the let-
ting loose of the winds of strife in
Europe. In the light of the Bible they
perceive that the result of this present
war will be the great awakening of the
nations; an increased knowledge and
discontent amongst the people.

The next phase of the Trouble, ac-
cording to the Bible, is to be the “great
earthquake, such as was not since men
were upon the earth, so mighty an
earthquake, and so great.” {(Revelation
16:18.) This is not a literal earth-
quake, but a symbolic one—revolution.
Then the third phase of the calamity
—the darkest of all-——will be the sym-
bolic fire of anarchy, which will utterly
destroy our present civilization. Then,
in the midst of that most awful Time
of Trouble, Messiah, the great Xing,
will take His great power and will ex-
ercise it, with the result that the rag-
ing waves of the sea of human passion
will all be quieted, the fires of anarchy
will all be extinguished, and the Reign
of Righteousness and Peace will begin.

Cannot we see the wisdom of the
great Creator’s Program? He has de-
termined to permit mankind to con-
vince themselves of their own ims-
potency, of their need of a God, and of
the fact that there is a God, and that
His glorious purposes for humanity
are revealed in His Word. Ah, it is no
wonder that the Bible speaks of that
revelation of the Lord as the *still
small voice of God,” speaking to man-
kind through Messiah’s Kingdom! No
wonder the Lord declares that “then
He will turn to the people & pure Mes:
sage, that they may all call upon the
name of the Lord, te serve Him with
one consent!”—Zephaniah 3:8, 9

EAR and anxicty are amongst

- LESSO
the most serious foes of our

“Consider the lilies of the field,
Fhuman family. They wear upon
the gray matter of the brain; they
produce nervous exhaustion and are
very injurious to health. For those
who would seek to walk in the Di-
vine path which God has marked out
for the Gospel Church, fear and anx-
iety are special hindrances. The
Savior had this fact in mind when
he spoke thus to His disciples. He
would have His followers to be with-
out worry, to be restful of heart.
But he would not have them be with-
out carefulness. There is a careful-
ness which is entirely proper, yea,
necessary, on our part, but not this
extreme worry—this inability to en-
joy the blessings of the present mo-
ment because of thoughts, fears, re-
,Specting tomorrow. When the Apos-
tle said (Philippians 4:6), “Be care-
ful for nothing,” he was not referring
to a proper care and sense of re-
sponsibility, but to an anxiety which
would rob the soul of rest and peace,
and which would 'indicate a lack of
faith in .the Lord and in His care
for His people. The word rendered
“careful” here is from a Greek word
meaning over anxious.

In giving a forceful lesson to His
disciples on trustfulness in God, the
Master used the illustration of the
lilies of the field. The lilies of Pal-
estine are quite common—rather a
small flower, many of them red.
They persist, live, grow, mnotwith-
standing that no special provision is
made for their cultivation, and that
they are trodden down by those who
pass through the fields. Yet they
develop and mature and blossom, and
have an exquisite organism, which
microscopic examination shows is
very beautiful. Jesus declared that
even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. There
is a perfection in the texture of a
flower that is wonderful. The finest
clothing cannot approximate the deli-

THE LILIES

how they grow.”—Matthew 6:28.

cate structure of the flower, created
by an Infinite Hand.

The lesson seems to be that al-
though the flowers may be in an un-
favorable environment, unable to do
for themselves or to take any anx-
jous thought in the matter, never-
theless, God’s providence has so ar-
ranged for them that they thrive and
become very Dbeautiful. These lilies
did not look up and wish that they
might become great trees nor wish
that they might climb up higher in
the world and nearer the sun, as do
the vines. On the contrary, they
were content with the lot chosen for
them by their Infinite Creator.—
Matthew 6:30.

The Lesson of Trust imperative.

And so God’s people are to take
a lesson from the lilies. They too
are to be content with the Lord’s
arrangement for them.

““Content whatever lot I see,

Since ’tis my God that leadeth me.”

In proportion as we approximate
this condition it will give us peace
and rest of mind. We are not to
worry, and not to be slothful, but are
to be diligent, “fervent in spirit serv-
ing the Lord,” doing with our might
what our hands find to do. When
doing this, we are to be content and
trustful that He will work out all
things for our good. He wishes us
to learn this lesson of trust.

Those who mneglect to learn this
lesson will be unprepared for the
great work God has in mind for our
future under Messiah’s Kingdom.
God will not have any in that King-
dom who are mnot full of trust
As the flowers flourish under God’s
providential care, so are all of His
people to flourish—to grow in knowl-
edge and beauty of spirit, in beauty
of character. And this is not ac-
complished by some great things that
they do, but by the spirit in which
they meet the little things, all the
experiences of life, God’s people are to
grow steadily, though unobtrusively.
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