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PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND TO GOOD WORKS 

uL1nd l.et 'llS consi-der one another~ to provoke tmto lo've and to good 'works.n 
-Hebrews 10: f!J,. 

T
HE vmrd provoke here used in the 

Greek is not the word which means to 
irritate or exasperate, or to provoke in 

an unpleasant sense, but has the significance 
of incitement an(l is better translated in the 
DIAGLOTT: "We should bear each other in 
mind for an incitement of love and good 
work~" 

Actually the word here is a noun, and not 
a verb at all, so that the real thought is not 
that we should provoke somebody else, but 
that we should ourselves be incited to action 
b\· ,,·hat we sec others do. 
"There is, of course, n9thing wrong in in­

citing others to love and to good works. The 
SociETY has done much of this, and expects 
to do more, as opportunity provides; but 
that is not the sense of the text. 

Lessons from Others 
The main thought in the text is that each 

of us should look about us in the body of 
Christ and see there the sincerity, the love 
for the Lord and His truth and His people 
manifested by some of those whom we know; 
and that this should incite or inspire us to 
greater love and more abundant good works. 

Heretofore some of the elders, and even 
some of the pilgrims and prominent ones at 
headquarters and elsewhere, have had the idea 
that what is specially required of them is to 
urge others forward to the selling of books; 
but as far a8 they themselves are concerned, 
they are excused and excusable. 

No such meaning can be taken out of this 
text. 1'he text means that we should atten­
tively consider the faithful and courageous 
and zt>ulous and loving disseminat<Jrs of the 
truth, and should be incited by their example 
to rene1ved interest and activity in carrying 
out our consecration vmvs in the spreading 
of the truth. 

Jesus OUJ· Example 
In effect the apostle was saying to the 

Hebrews, "Brethren, give a little considera­
tion to your fellow members in the body and 
mark their course. You see some of them 
carrying out their consecration vows in a 
very faithful manner. Your observation of 
their course should have the same effect upon 
you." 

'!.'he apostle, indeed, might have pointed to 
himself as a shining example of faithfulness 



in hath of the:::.e rrPpt?d.'l., love for God~ and 
Z(~al and carne~tne~tS in the doing of Hif: \Yill. 
In Pome other passa.get-: of his writings the 
apostle has actually done this, as when he 
E-a~vf3, ''Rc ye follower6 of me, as I al~o am 
of Christ."-1 Corinthians 11: 1; Philip­
pians3:17. 

rl~hc a.po~tle di(l not want anybody to follow 
him i~1 any literal sense. He did not want 
personal follmvers. Christ \Vas consumed ·with 
~cal for His "Father\; house. The apostle 
was a follower of ChriBt iu that sen~e, and 
· 1 the sen~e that he t.hu~ followed his 
l:~Ia.-.tcr he wi~hed, propf'rly, that the churches 
at Corinth and Philippi should follow his 
(;:xample, and faithfully make good the prom­
ises of ent-ire devotion to the doing of God's 
will which they had made at the time of their 
con:-;ecration and anointing. 

"As we haYe thPrefore opportunit.v, let ns 
tlo good unto all mrn, et:.pecially unto them 
who are of the household of faith." ~Gala­
tians G: 10. 

The Chriiltian has ~omething to give 
which none other can give. If he has the 
holy spirit in hifl heart. he it< able to give 
comfort; and no other can give it as 1vell. 
Notice how i_hiM i~ ."tatrtl hy the Apostle 
Prm] in his. letter to the Corinthiant<: 

"Grace be to you, anrl peace_, from God our 
11~atlwr, anti from the Lonl Jesus Christ. 
Ble ... .:.:ed be G-o(L even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the FathPr of merrieR, and the 
God of all comfort: who comfortcth us in 
all our tribulation. that we may he able to 
comfort them which arc in any trouble, by 
the comfort where-..vith \Ve ourse-lves are com­
forted of God. For as the sufferings of 
Christ abound in us, so our consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ. And whether we be 
affiicted, it is for your consolation and salva­
tion, which is effectual in enduring the same 
sufferings which we also suffer: or whether 
we be cornforterl, it is for your consolation 
and salvation. And our hope of you is sted-

fmt., knowh1g that. as yc are partakers of 
the ~mffering:-;, so shall yc he also of the con­
BOlatiou."·--2 Corinthian~ 1: 2-'i. 

It is our bnl'iness, ina~mnch as- we have 
the comforter (lwelling ,,~ithin lL": to .spread 
this comfort as witlely as WE:\' can. If onr 
literature hP cxa.mine(i it 1rill be found to 
he brimming full of comfort for the peopl<', 
comfort for the Jew~:-<, comfort all arounll. 
Not only is it comfoli for thP 8aints ( al­
though it is specially so for tlwm) hut it is 
comfort for cvrrvhodv. Let us do our level 
best to give of i-f to ~ll men a~ freely as we 
can. 

METHODS OF WORK 
We regret that. the moving of the head­

quarters has occupied the efforts at Bethel so 
that the close touch 1vith the field was not 
maintained. Anticipating that moving t-he 
rna~hinery would stop production, efforts 
were c-oncentrated upon the providing of 
book~ and booklets in such rtmmtities as to 
in:-;ure to the \Yorkers a ~uppl;r of literature. 
In this manner headquarfers kept in close 
toueh with the field in ."uppl.\t·ing your needs 
so that the moving vmnld not. interfere with 
the canvassing work. We do not think that 
the demand made upon our time in moving 
should interfere with the :fieJil work in any 
way_. and we regret that t.lw dose contac-t es­
tablished by means of the Bulletins should 
he interfered with for a time. 

Increase Reported 
The field has reported excellent results for 

the first ;.;ix months of 1927; and we believe 
that, both from the standpoint of the number 
engaged in the work and from the 
distribution of literature, results show 
a proportionate increase that each worker's 
efforts contributed toward the great total in­
crease. Every department of activity shows 
an increase. In the eastern section of the 
country and the far western part and the 



;;;outhern section, hmvevcr, there is a drop 
in the :-:ale_-: of complete seh. of STUDIES IN 

T:JfE SCRIPTUHES. \V e are ho}Jing that the 
Pnthu:'lia~m that it:> partner t{) having a new 
book, DELIVERANCE, 1N8S not :<uch as to have 
workers concenhate too mueh upon a single 
rol ume. rr1hcre is a number of homes in 1vhich 
S'rUDTES T~ 'rHE ~CRIPTURF.S have been 
}JJacPd; but by far the majority of the home:-; 
hnve not had S'rCDIES lN THE ScRTl'TITRES; 

and from t-hose 13ections of the country \vhich 
are pushing the STUDIES IN THE ScRi-PTURES 

i-lale,<;: we are sure that great{'r results to the 
workers will be had if the workers concen­
trate on the eight-volume combination offer 
as they did last year, e8Jlccial1y in the eastern 
and westf'rn srctions. 

Let the Sale Be Eight Volumes 
The work last year saw the canvassing for 

the eight-volume combination weJl under way. 
'rhe workers pref'ented the eight volumes t.o 
those they canva . .:;sed, and no doubt many peo­
ple who seJcctcd a booklet or the HARP BlRLE 

STL'DY Cour~e indearl of buying the eight 
volumes did so merely to look into the· liter­
atnre and to make up their minds rf'garding 
the other Feven volumes that were offered 
them. Take advantage of this, and see that 
the people still have opportunity of obtaining 
the full set of RTUDIES IN THE ScRIPTURES. 

It is not likely that they will take the in­
Hiative and ask for the seven volumes. Rather 
will they take the alternative and buy the 
booklets you offE'r them instead. 

Rendering 
DELIYERANCE brings to the people a mes­

sage of relief from bondage and oppression. 
Deliverance is good uews to the people, but 
good ne-ws must be verified. It must be 
proven. There must be something to prompt 
the people themselves to establish the fact 
that the message o£ deliverance is true. 
STUDIES IN THE ScrnrTURES supplement the 

message of deliverE:ile{' hy proridin~· the t[;.'­

tuiled information on the suhjPC"ts that pro­
pie are interested b. _PeoplE> who have bePn 
Presbyterians mu.st Iwr-r_h; have r1earcrl np 
in their minds the doc-1-rjnl? o-f election. 
Methodists, of :free grace; Baptists, that of 
baptism. rrhe meJ'sage of DEI.IVERANCE is 
what they have- heen y<?a.Tning ior, but these 
other points mu~t also be elPared up so that 
the fuJI benefit of the message may be had. 
STCDIES IK 'rHE ScRIPTURES alhnv thi::-:. 
In fact, HTUDIEB IK THE SCHH'TrRES de­
liberately discu;s the small detaib that tend 
to perplex people. rrhey place the literature 
in homes in a permanent form. 

Prepare for Next Work 
The single volume with a combination of 

booklets can be offered when the people de­
cline to purchase the seve11 volumes of 
STGDIRS IN 'J'HE SCl{U'TURER. But the sale 
of the single Yolnmes and the booklets has 
one object in viF\Y: To create an interest in 
STUDIES IN THE ScraP~I'URE.S. Directors have 
reported that workers have sold over 150.000 
copies o£ DELIVEHANCE and the lecture ~cries 
so far thi.c; year. In addition there are many 
thousands of booklets that have been placed. 
rrerritory that has hccn reachrcl flhoul(l find 
people ready for thr RTt'DIER IN THB ScH 11'­

'rCRE::; ('anvass; and wol'kers will likf']y find 
that canvassing for thr STCDIC:c< J.K THE 

ScRIPTURES and DELT'i'EllANC.E Ht $.'!. '?8 will 
not interfere \Yith their ::-;el1ing com hination<-i 
of DELIVERANCE nnd hookJ0ts. Thr~' 1rill 
also find that canYas~ing exclu~ivcly for 

DELIVERANCE and the booklets will pos­
ibvely interfere with their placing the eight 
volumes in the home of the people. be­
cause the people cannot purcha.._'le what they 
do not know anything about. Homes -where 
you have already placed the eight volumes 
can be approached with the DELIVERANCE 

and the canvass for a subscription to the 
GoLDEN AaE and THE \V ATCH To,vm, or a 



combination of booklets, and likewise the 
honH'f> that vou have previously canvassed for 
the DELIVERANCE and booklets, can be ap­
proached with a canvass for the eight-volume 
combination of STUDIES IN THE ScRIPTURES 

and the HARP BIBLE STUDY Course. The 
full-page advertisements on the back of the 
GOT"DBN AGF. cor,tain some ideas as to argu­
mc:lt~ urwn ,\-hi~:;h to build your canva:-.s for 
the c:ir;ht-n.1lnmc c·ombination. 

Reaching the People 
The manv favorable reports that are being 

rrccivrd n;garcling Sunday wo-rk indicate 
that there is a good field for activity yet to 
he developed. Letters we receive are of the 
hmr of the following: 

For tlw pa.-.t month we have been ·going 
cmt on Snw1av 1norning~ from nine to 
hrch-c. That is 011r ~en:icc day. All the 
friend!' sav thev look for Sunday to come 
h) thev can go" out in the service. There 
is a z:-,nlouO' brother in our class for his 
<l.ge. lie is 81 years young, he says. Last 
Sunday, in three hours work_, he sold three 
sets of volumes, including the HARP and 
DELIVERANCE, and thirteen small booklets. 

'rhe reaf:on 'vhv 'vc go out on Sunday 
io that this is the only day when the 
brothers can go. So the class voted to go 
out on Sund~vs. The only thing we re­
rrret is that \~'e did not start sooner.­
M d FRED STEINHORK,-Kokomo) In -. 

This seems quite natural, especially in the 
rural districts. People have much time on 
their hands on Sunday. ':rhey have learned 
thnt the churches do not supply them with 
any real food on Sunday, and consequently 
they regard meetings held in the schoolhouse 
as 1Jut another <:hurch holding some sort of 
revival. That is the reason why we must go 
to the people with the message. Sunday 
generally finds the men near the house, and 
almost always finds the people with eome 
ready money. Farmers have returned from 
market O.Vith some money, laborers have been 

paifl at the clof'e of the week, and .sales can 
he more readily made. Sunday see~s to be 
a very favorable time for the eight-volume 
combination offer. Your visit \vill have 
brought to the home a message that leaves 
them some joy and comfort. But there are 
other Sundays that workers will not call at 
the ~arne home, and DELIVERANCE and ScRIP­

TURE RTITDIES shouhl be the silent counsellors 
dnring follmring Sundays. 

Sales that Look Ahead 
In the rural di~trict.s they have the, l\1ll,!!E'r 

and inactive (Jay:-: of the ·winter month~:; and 
the message in permanent form is a way to 
occupy these long hours wi~h some refHling 
of lasting benefit. STUDIES TN THE Scnrr­
TunEs and DELI\ERANCE -wiH be put into 
their bookcases~ and will be r~~fcrred to whPn 
people have little or nothing to do. It lea,'es 
the message in their homes in a permanent 
form. Of course, there will be times ·.vhen 
only a sale of DELIVERANCE •nrl the booklet 
combination can be made; and the oppor­
tunity should be taken to place whatever 
literature can be placed, even though it be 
but a single booklet. Booklets lie about and 
get torn; and after the cover is mutilated 
they are thrown avmy with other papers. 
Bmmd volume~ are kept for future reference. 
1\r e urge- the workers to ,1ive eome thought 
to placing in the hands of the people the eight­
volume combination at $2.7S. The U'Xt fcur 
months of the year are the most seasonable 
for canvassing. We trust that the joy that 
yon haYe, which seems to be increasetl by 
the greater number of people that you talk 
with, will be the incentive for you to watch 
your time so that you might, during the next 
four months, call at a greater number of 
homes in the time that you can devote to the 
work. 

With Christian greetings, we are 
Your brethren in the service of onr King_, 

WATCH TowER BIBLE & TRAcT SociETY. 
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