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LABORING TO SUPPORT THE WEAK 

"1 have showed yaH all things. how that so laborin_g ye ought to support the woak, 
and to remember the words of the L01'd JeS11s. how he said, It is m01'e blessoa · 

to qi"Ve than to recdve:~ -Acts 20: 35. 

N 0 DO l'l\T the so-called practical 
applieation of thi~ text. has its 
place in the Christian life. One 

who would see a fellow Christian weak 
'" -~-bl.e- :b..'H::iUPfJU·l't-..tt~..J.£ \¥0lllU ilvt 

be showing the spirit of_ Christ if he 
withheld necessary aid. 

But there arc people 1vho haYe found 
that the easiest way to get. through life 
is to put themselves into such a position 
chat they are financially weak, and Uwn 
make a strong representation to others 
more industrious and more prudent that 
they ought to devote their energies to 
ministering to their physical \rants. Thi:' 
is a misuse of this text. 

There are things that people need more 
than they ne~d financial support. Such 
support ~night be the ruin of one, and 
this has often been the case. It is a posi­
tiYe advantage to the reasonably robust 
that they make their own way in the 
world. We see this illustrated all around 
u.s in the material world. rrhose that have 

heen mott caretl for are least able to 
care for themsdves. Those who have 
neyer depended upon any other person 
than themselves to make a living are 
iwl'5t u~lt to-niakL: UHe, most independent 
and happy. 

Bnt in the Christian vvorld things are 
a little di ITcrent. The worlcl is filled with 
thou~and::: of theories. some wholly false_. 
vn>t numbers a little true but largely 
false, a Jr.ss number true in any consider­
rthle measure, while the truth itself is 
:en nl to find and easy to lose. The Lord 
him~Plf f::O tlecla.rcs. astrait is the gate, 
alHl narro;y is the 1vay, 1vhich leads to 
life ; a ud few there be that find it." 
---Matthew 7' 14. 

In the Christian world there arc those 
Hak in the faith that need our help. 
IY c lwxc just what they need. What they 
1wcd is the good ne1vs of the kingdom, 
the .t.:ood ne-ws which has been entrusted 
-t-o us_. and which we have in superabun~ 
(~;lilt nwusure. 

I A DVfR liSE I HE KING AND IHE KINGDOM: 



\Yhv is thi," truth giwn us? It' it ftw our 
own e~joymcnt merel)'? 1_'he Dllf.:WPr i" plain. 
H is given to uo; to lw used to the Lord'H 
p:lor:', nnd the lwt-t \ray that most of u.o.: can 
do it is to g(A. the hooks which contain this 
message in practicn1 and attradiYe .form jnto 
the ha-nds of ihc weak ones that. nc·<~<l it. 

~·-\.nd if we do ihi~ Wt~ :-:hnll Illl<l H tnw jw•t 
as the Lonl said. ··'lt i::; more hlesscd to gin' 
Own to TrePiw•.'' Tt i" inrle0d more hlr-~r:<e<l 

to _rrive the hnth to ~omehorly than it is lo 
receive it. It i.;; hle:::sed both •xnn~, lmt thew~ 
it:; a joy in hearing· t"~timonirs 'to the truth 
given by tlw ne\Yl~, illt('n'~te<l which no1H-~ on 
Po.rth can enjov ~o nmch as tho:::c \Yho helped 
tlwm to get into th0 light. 'l'h(! books contain 
the mPssag;e that will do this. 

"What Shall I Give?" 
November bring:-; close to hand the holiday 

season and the holidav fest-ivities. The sea­
soiJ'I"l inilue11ce will he Seen in the homes that 
ar !. to b~ vhdted, and timely tmggPstions will 
nrohablv place a number of books jn the 
homes to be used as gifts. 

The RTUDIES I~ THE SCRIPTURES and the 
D-r·:LIVEIL'\..NCE book at $2.78 is a gift that mo.::t 
p('opl0 \vill appreciate. Gift.s- of wearing 
appan•l often are ·wa8ted, because the giver 
did not con.sidPr the tft8te of the one to whom 
the gift is sent. Rooks can be used through­
out the Vf'ar and arc not confined f'ntirelv 
to srasonfll influence, aB are many of lhc gifts 
exchanged a.t ChriRtmas time.~ Then. too, 
thPre are the rhenper-1Jricrd gifts that people 
like to give to the grocery hoy, mailman. 
Rchool te3chcrs, and others who serve the in­
terests of. the f~milv. The DELIVERA.NCR book 
and lecture .~.cries, Or rl'rrE HARP OF Gon ancl 
the Bible Study Cour&.; is an inexpensive gift 
that could be suggested to the people for such 
use. 

\Ve urg-e thP 1\·orkf're: to make free usc oJ 
this suggestion and to pass it on to the people 
thPy canvass as a suggestion for Christmas 
buying. Resourcefulness, then, will likely 
place a great number of the books in the 
hands of the people that they might pass 

them to nthrr."; and t.he seizing of opportuni­
tieR that Jll'('sent thcmselveR_, even though 
they se-em nnf:wOTable, wil1 likely find the 
meR~a.ge of the truth in a greater numher of 
homes. The follm:~,'ing Jetter is one that judi­
rate::; just how a. pa1ily open door can fnr­
n1~h an oppmhmity for a 8ale: 

On-P \\'Ol'H<U1 came to the door after I 
luHl rapped a great many timeR. I knew 
~orne one was at home, because I heard a 
low C'ommot.ion inside, and I kept up the 
rap uutil I got an answer. The woman 
('ame io the door, opened it a little, and 
~aid. ar am too husy to talk to you. I 
(lon't wrmt 1rhat vou 'have any \vay. I am 
going to rHtcrtai:il the club lOmorTmv and 
rm bathing my dog right now." I said, 
Oh. I 1WH'1' mw a clog get a bath; may 1 
~ee it? .~he bajd, HYou surely mny come 
right in; he is the hef't litt-le doggie." l 
went in and as she bathed the dog I told 
l1er about the \VOnderful Bible books I had 
for sale. After a minute or two she 
>lopped bathing the dog and with a bright 
smile said, "Say, thftt's interesting." Then 
for two more minutes I liad all oCher 
attention. She took DELIVERANCE and 
HARP BmLE STLDY Course, and sajd, "I 
will want all those books if it's as good 
as that." She followed me to the door anrl 
ihanked me for stopping. 
' One other 1voman wafi getting ready to 
go camping. '\Then I went in f:he was v.dp­
i1Jg' dishes. I took the tea towel and 
1vipt-d, 1vhilr I f'xplained about the book~;. 
Rhe onlerccl DET,IVERANCE and she also 
wants the. ~t later. She follmvcd me to 
the door and with tears in her eyes 
thanked me for stopping. I wouldn't have 
offered to wipe the dishes, but I could se,~ 
that she had much to do and I could tell 
her about the hooks just as well working 
us not; but she quit her work and listened 
spellbound. Oh. but it is blcsse.d to be 
privileoed to tell the truth to one as hun­
gry a~ ~she 1Yas l Her husband, who is an 
infidel, came in as I was talking to her. 
T noticed an impatient look on his face, 
but when he saw I was helping his wife 
his expression changed. The husband see-



ing an agent helping with the \York whil.~ 
she talked was a new stunt for him. 

Kews items or little items of information 
ahont conditions in a community such as a 
worker or colporteur find,...; arc of interefit to 
the people. It helps them to establish a sort 
of relation bct.,Y<:en your work, themselves 
aiHl the rc::;t of t.he community; and above all 
it helps them to see that you have calleJ ancl 
prPE,entcd your works and that others hare 
appreciated your efforts. 

Books Within Reach of All 
During the Chri~tmas season thNc will be 

-quite a bit of monP,v Rpent for baubles of one~ 
:::ort or another, which indicates that the peo­
ple wilJ have money to spend for the books l£ 
the matter is p'lnccd hcfore them. 'l'he fol­
lmving excrrpts from a letter are timely ob­
servations nlong this line: 

No one is f'O poOT hut that he ran get 
our books if he vmnts them; for every one 
has money to spend, and can get at 
least a booklet (or a GA sample as a gift), 
and there find the address and senr! later 
and get the books. I often tell them, "We 
don't want you to pay us a cent for the 
good things in these books. They are free. 
J·e~us never commissioned anybody to sell 
the gospel. He said~ 'Freely have ye Te­
ceived) freely give.' All you pay for is 
mrrr1y the cost of materials and handling 
-just the eight paper sacks to carry home 
the ~piritual food." 

Another point which help' to decide the 
isl-3ue in the prm;pect's mind, as between 
physical necessities and our books, is: 
"This is something that is left out in the 
schools. rl1he devH's printing presses are 
nmning night and day, turning out stuff 
by the ton, that is not fit for anv one, to 
~ay nothin"g of children, to read.~ If they 
are ever to have opportunity of learning 
Rerious things of real importance they ·will 
have to get it in the home; for the schools, 
papers and novels of today do not have 
them and they will not learn them going 
up and down in society and autos today." 
The parental instinct is still a strong one; 

and a proper appPa] to it often tnrn . ..; the 
t.ide of thought to the ~ide of trnth_, and a 
sale. 

A Colporteur's Method 
Free use of the Yolmnrs_. hy pointing to in­

terrsting paragraph~, is alt:o a su(:cc•ssful 
means of intereHt.ing people; and ct:pecially 
in hrelping them to <lccide that the book will 
intcrr~t n friend .for whom they do want 
~omething to f'Pl'Ve a:-; a Christmas gift. 

The fo1lmrinp: ifl n mdhofl a colporteur 
nscs; and no doubt his frrqnent rrference to 
the different paragraphs in the volnmrs is 
contributing much to his success. The DELIV· 
ETI_\.:N(!J~ hook lends itself \rrU to this method. 
It can 1Je opened to almost any page and 
.some interesting and pertinent paragraph 
scleded. 

In regard to my method of canvassing 
the business districts, I make np a pros­
pectus of my own b~r cutting out the fol­
lo·wing pageR from the various volumes 
and pasting them in THE HARP OF Goo. 

Page 334 (Vo-l-ume 5), which shows 
that the worcl "soul" in tbe Old Testament 
is translated from the Hebrew word 
"ncphesh," and this Hebrew word beside~ 
being translated by the English word soul 
is ali'o translated in 35 other ways in the 
Old Testament. 

rage 69 (Yolumr 1). which gives the 
Scriptural meaning of the symbolic words 
"heavens" and "earth", and refers to the 
three worlds. 

Pages 11, 259_, nncl 2GO (Volume 7), 
which call attention (a) to the Sinaitie 
:J.Ianuscript of the ~ew ~l'cstament, anrt 
the faithful U.'le made of it in interpreting 
the Book of Revelation to get at the pure 
Sc-riptural truth; (b) the mysterious 
"('i,crhth king'' 1vhich is the real world 
icmr of the hour; and (c) the reign of 
the tf'n ki ngR one hour with the beast nnd 
the effect of this reign on the world. 

rage 10 (Volume 7), showing the valu­
ilblc \YOrks of widely knmvn authoritieg 
which were consulted and quoted in com~ 

piling tbe material of the Seventh Volume. 



Page 109 (Volume :_1), referring to the 
clcan~ing of God's true cl_mrch or sanctu­
arv and the -.;york of the Luther Heforma­
ti~n. 

Then 1 mark mv H~\Rl' wHh paper clips 
to eHablc me to" locate quickly what I 
·want to refer to in the hook; I also take 
Volume 2 with my prospectus in a Bot'!­
ton hag. 

I go into nll tlu~ business places if they 
are Jtoi all busy. I generally ~sk the first 
}Wl';;on .I c:onlC' 1 o that looks as 1 f he or she 
might have authority_. who are int~rested 
in the Scriptures there. rrhcn I pvc my 
canvass to those that have an ear to hear. 
A few times it occurs that it i,-, necessary 
to ask the "boss" for permission to do thit'i. 

I aim to show in mv canvass the differ­
ence between the old v manuscripts of th-e 
Rihle and the~ accqlt('d authorized version 
of the Scriptures. Then I emphasize how 
the sevc11 volunws of the STUDIES and th\~ 
other bound volumetl base their interpre­
tation of Scripture upon the accurate 
readings of thci:ie ancient a11d authentic 
manuscripts. 

If any one asks to see the books them­
selves, I go at once and get them, provided 
I do not think a preacher is follovdng mt~ 
up in orller to stop my sales. Likewise~ 
when I take an order, I deliver it at oncP, 
if possible, unle::;s_. as bQfore stated. a 
preacher is trying ~o i:it?p my. other sale~. 
In this latter cao:c 1 -.;ya1t unt1l my ordf'r,.;: 
arc all taken, and then I ddiv;:T them. l 
endeavor to prove all my statements from 
the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES. 

People's Interest Growing 
From th<: number of repeat orders we arc 

receiYilW at hradqunrters it if;· apparent th>tt 
the DRL~YTm~\XCE book is being -.;vell received 
hv the ]lCopl<'. Ire haYe not suggested a 
cllnn:,p;..; fo!' tlw DELIYEltAKCE book, leaving 
it mainly to the 'iYorkns to evolve their own 
canva~s; and we are receiving many letters 
like the following: 

The DELIVERANCE books go fine. In five 
weeks have sold one-half as many (save 
two) as I did HARPS in as many months. 

This hut indicates what can be accom­
plished by frequent and. free reference to 
the volumes. 

In urging tlw people to consider favorably 
the pnrchm;e of the books, it might be well 
to keep in mind tlll• report of the following 
letter from Cuba. It reall'i' indicates that we 
who appreciate the truth should not hesitate 
t~ put forth our hcst efforts in presenting 
the truth to the people; and. when we realize 
that much depends upon our presenting the 
me1'3SUg'L', as to -.;vhether it is going to finLl its 
way iuto the home or not, we should then aH 
the more put forth a studied effort to get tho 
mc~sage into the homes. 

\Ye heard. the people say, "¥t.,hen we 
could buy these books we did not; and 
these books are the only books that tell u' 
the truth." 

"Ye Are My Witnesses" 
The following letter is another which place:; 

emphasis upon the fact that -.;ve cannot men­
tion too directly the message of the truth. 
We can hardly be too positive that we repre­
sent the truth and the message due the worlJ 
at thi:;; time ratlwr thnn TC.'pn'~enting some 
S(~ctarian body. 

One i:iidcr canvassing in a rural section 
cal'led at two homes, where in each in­
stance she was told that if our book> had 
anythinr~ to do with the church syl-3tcm:-; 

" 1:::: v • 

they \Youhl not look at them. On bem6 
assUred that our message was from thr; 
Lord and that all God's faithful witnesses 
had come out from these systems, they 
rcadilv listened and both homes bought 
the set of volumes. 

\Y c shall be glad to hear from workers, 
especially of their success in plaeing the 
11ELIVERAXCE book, the obstacles they are 
meeting, and partieularly outlining the 
method of canvass. 

\Yith Christian greetings, we are 

Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society 
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