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BUILDING THE NEW MIND

“P'herefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable,
always ahounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord”—1 Corinthians 15:58.

BEING that we are fast approaching the consummation of
S the hope of the church, every new creature in Christ should
be doing some work of the Lord and in his name. The
amount of work he or she does must of course depend upon cir-
cumstances and environment. ‘
From time to time we hear of some who object to so much
being eaid about service. Surely those who thus complain do not
have the proper conception of what the Lord expects of us.

Strengthening the New Creature
—Qur Principal Work

What the new creature deelreq above everything else is, that
he might partake of the resurrection of Christ Jesus. In the con-
text St. Paul was describing that glorions prospect, how that the



new creature, working and fighting the good fight of faith, must -
go down in death in order that he might be raised up to the
glory of the Lord. Then he adds: “Therefore, my beloved
brethren.” His words here relate back to what he has been dis-
cussing. T'o paraphrase his language, he says: ‘Behold the great
prospect set before you—-a prize far greater than the angels of
heaven ever have had or can have! You have started in this
tace-course for that prize. Therefore be steadfast and unmove-
able.” That means that one should not permit himself to be shaken
by the sophistries of those who would turn his way toward
worldly things. Having put his hand to the plow, he should not
look back. '

Employment in Spiritual Work
Builds Spiritual Mind
~Then adds the Apostle: “Always abounding in the work of
the Lord.” To sbound means to increase or accomplish more.
What, then, is the work of the Lord? We answer: His work is
twofold, both of which phases are important: (1) The working out
of our salvetion by conforming our lives to. the rules governing
the new ereation, that we might be made copies of God’s dear Son;
and (2), in order to accomplish the first, we are to glorify the
Lord by making known his kingdom. What work would we ex-
~ pect to do in order to reach this goal? Surely not working for
the world. While it is necessary for many of the Lord’s people
to work at a worldly avocation in order to earn a livelihood, we
are sure the Lord would have us understand that our chief work
is to prepare ourselves for his kingdem; and we can best do tbis
by having the mind cceupied as much as possible with things per-



taining to his kingdom. At odd moments we can be planning
when and where and how we can glorify the Leord by making
known the message of his kingdom to others. During the time
of meditation the mind is therefore centered upon gquestions con- -
cerning the kingdom ; and during the time of activity in carrying
out those plans, both the mind and body are employed in things
pertaining to the kingdom. 1t is the mind that must be trans-
formed. Henee we must have owr minds occupied with the right
things,

Devotion to Renewing of Inner Man

Some have the thought that probably their part of the work
would amount to nothing; they can do little. But S8t, Paul an-
swers: “Forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in
the Lord.” It is not how much we accomplish. The whole ques-
tion ig, Do we have the mind ocenpied with things pertaining to
the kingdom ? Do we have our affections set there ? And are we doing
with our might what our hands find to do as opportunities come?
The promise, then, {s that if we do this (which is our reasonable
service) it will not be in vain, but will accomplish that which the
Lord designed for it to accomplish, preparing us for his glorious
kingdom.

Productive of Spiritual Energy and Enlargement

We are living in a time when the Lord would have the message
proclaimed to the world. If we love him, we will keep his command-
ments and keep them gladly; and at this time one of his com-
mandments is that we, as the ambassadors of the King, should call
the people’s attention to the message of reconciligtion to God, and



that the only way that leads to life and happiness is through his
prevision’; that his kingdom is now being set up in order that this
great good for mankind may be accomplished. The people are
starving for real food concerning their own salvation. The Lord’s
consecrated and gpirit-begotten ones have had placed in their hands
the food that the people need; and with it goes the responsibility
of ministering it to every one who has the hearing ear.

Maturing of the New Mind

Clearly the Seriptures make it a condition precedent to our
entering into the glory of the T.ord that we render our reasonable
service ; and this reasonable service includes the use of all our time,
energy, influence, money and strength (aside from that which is
necessary to provide for cur dependent omes) to serve the Lord’s
people and proclaim the message of his kingdom.

Spiritual Food - Spiritual Exercise - Growth

Let every one in the classes, then, attend the service meeting
held on the first Wednesday night in each month. Imhihe more
and more of the spirit of service to the Lord, and watch for and
geize every opportunity fo enter the service and to grow in wisdom
and grace and abound in the work of the Lord.

With Christian greetings, we are
Your brethren and servants in the Lord,

WMW&JM
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Advertise the KINga.nd KINGDOM

METHODS OF WORK

Infergst _that will order n book is such as enables the tndividual
to sec_thejusefulness fof the article being sold. Interest that 1s held
by & good sketch of the field covered by the book is generully effective,
especially wher there are gups left in the transition of the events you
mention. You hanve not told them everything and thay are awure of
this. Yonu have mentioned some interegting items ahout whieh they
are concerned, Their curigsity has been groused, und they are inter-
ested to know just whuat the book says regarding the events that
occurred between the points mentioned. They are certain that these
giaps are filled; and If they gquestion you as to this point, you can
remind them that these are well covered by the volume. Too often good
interest 8 spoiled by the weorker answering such questions that are
asked to get information, whereas they should be referred to the hook.
The cxample of the foliowing colporteur 1s a good oné™— -

“I asold the combination; und after some questions were passed,
arrangements werc wmadeé for me 0 e¢ome back in the evening, whem the
husband would be at home. Tn the evening at 7 p. m. I called, and had
the opportunity of being used Ly our King in making plain that the King
bas come and that the kingdom for which they had long prayed is here,
After T had finished, I showed them the Harr, and explained how it could
be tsed in any fwnily to teach the family more in a month than they
would learn in a lifelime geoing to church, Then I learned that the wife
wag a Bupday School leacher, $She snid: T am a Sunday School teacher,
and yeu have taught me more sinee you have Deen in our home than 1
ever expettal io know.” Then I culled her attention to ‘the fact that
Christ was the teacher and the one who would eniighten her mind if she
became a willing instrumment in his hands. 1 also called their attention
to the volumes and the big comblnation—Seventh Volume, Towrn, (OLDEN
AGB, and No, 1919 Bible—and sold the big comhination and left five
Ifanl's und o promise to help them get atarted in the the JTanr STUDY.
On my next call she told me she had used some thoughte from the ‘Millions’
book in the Bunday School, and wuas told Ly the superintendent to use
the Sunday Schoel lesson,  She told me she felt just like taking the
hook to him and telling him that she would not teuch the class any
more. I told her that such would he the Lord's will, and would be the
meana of bringing her more light. Now the kresbyterian Church iz short
a Sunday gighool teacher, and in this 1ittls town a Harr STUDY of our
Lord's wo¥® is started with about eleven members,”—§, 8. Goodwin, I,

It wiil be noted that when the lady {old the colporteur that he had
taught her things she had never known before, the colporteur reminded
her that the Lord was the tepcher and that his words were contained
in the Bihte; aund that this resulied ln an order for the seven volunies,
the I. B. 8. A. Bihle, the WarcH Towkr, and the Gorpex Aerx. Had
the individuu!l beeu leti under the impression that the colporteur was
giving his own ideas, she would naturally arrange for the eolper-
teur to cull ut her home quite frequently. But now the colpgrteur
has gotten them to read the volumes, which wiH give them more in-
formation than he could.

From What Angle Does the Prospect View the Books?

The peiut of Interest, it iz well to rcinember, i3 not in the heck
that you are selling, nor in the worker personally, but in the one that
you are Sanvagsing, Hence your remarks showld be individfil; they
‘slionld be suited to the person you are addressing. It has been found
very elective to employ the promoun *you" frequenily in canvassing.
You will thus make the matter an indlvidual one} and when your
remarks are suited to the individuaf, you convey to him the thought
that what you are talklng about is much alone the lines of his own
thinking, Consequently he ix trying to see how the book willi be of
service to hingelt individually; and probably more particularly just
how useful it is as & part of daily life. By thus making the persou
you are talking to a part of what you are saying, your remurks be-
come interesting. If you find out in the course of your conversation
that the person canvassed holds some erronecus views on Scriptural
nmtl.ers,sdu not attempt (o correct thesel but leave that work rather
for the Bo to accomplish; for in correcfing him you may create an-
tugonisim. \Hinphasize, rather, the beauty of the things you are spenk-
ing of, which are new views to him)y It is morg diffienit to change
old_ideas than to create new oncd, and suggéstions of new ideas
are genefally accepted moré readily than are arguments showing why
cerigin beliefs showdd not be held. Tou often people look upon at-
temnpis to correct thelr views as a eriticisin of themselves personally,
They feel themselves at fault for holding epiniong that are congidered
out of date. But on the other hand, they do not wish you to know
that you have taught them auything new; and to impress this idea

wpon yon, they generally refuse te order; for they want you to know,

that they do not eonsider you to be their superior or their teacher!

ing them & wuch along the lines they have heen thinking, the more
certain you are of muccess,

Different Individuals—Then Different Ways of Using

Hefore people wiil go to the expense of huying the books they will
first have tuo desire them, pnd this desite must he great engugh to
prompt the Individuzl to part with his money in order to possess the
books. Naturally, ther, Le must see sowe use for them; and for the
most part this usefulness will have to conpist of some henefit to him,
an it iz quite unlikely that he wiik wish to possess books merely to orna-
ment his bookeage. He must bBe convineed thai the hooks will benofit
him personaily ; for people genernlly uct when they can see that they
are adding to efther their possessions or their character through the
iS¢ 0f theni.

; Thus, gomewhere in your canvass, argoment is to be advanced
jthat will demoustrate how the bogks fulfill the persou’s estimation of
tlselr worth, "They may desiré” the books, but are waltlhg lor mome

[

Hence the more you can demonstrate to them that what you are tell-}

redatin that wiil demonstrate their usefuiness and, further, that the :

books serve the very purpose thiey have iu mind, a8 was the case with
the person canvassed by the colporteur:

“One lpdy said; ‘I gave 35 for a book, thinMng that I was getting
something that would help me understand the Bible. only to find 1t just
childish stories” 1 then renad from different chapters of the Hagy. BShe
joyously exclaimed: ‘That is just the book I want! Whal else have you?
She took a ‘Finished Myetery,! Hary, and all the booklels.”

. This colporteur had demonstrated that the books would serve in
the manner that the person desired them to serve. One colporteur uses
the following method fo aceomplish his object:

“The Restoration chapter |n the Hanr seems to take well with moat
people.  Alao T find that most people are wanting to get away from the
‘eternal torment’ theory, and therefore take The Bible on Hell. One gen-
tlarnan said: ‘T have about quit going to church, I don't get much Rible
teuching, About all they want is money. BSome of the things you say
are just what T think the Bible teaches. I believe that we are in the even-
ing of this age and that we are golng into the Millennium.* ™

In this manner the people are made to see that the book not only
- meets their desire, but gives themn a basis upon which to conclude
. that it is without doubt the begt in its field to be had; and this is an
» important element, for people in purchasing always desire to pur-
| ¢huse the hest,

~
Necessary Though not Aware of It

A canvass progresging in this manner ghould also take into con-
sideration that ottentiines it has never occurred to the persons can-
vassed that they are really in nced of the service that your book
will render them, and in such .cases desire will have to he ecreated.
The two conditions can be eansily located. As in the instances guoted
uabove, the person immediately expressed himself. In the other instance
they do not express themselves, but what you are saying should be
such as is caleulated to impress the necessity of profiting by the ser-
viee of the book.

The colpurteur who wrote us ag follows met just such an instance:

“One lady teday eald that she wontdered what is the use if all pro-
feased Christians ate 1o get the rRame reward in the end. 8o 1 showed
her that they would not get the same, and that there is a great deal of
use in toking religion serlously.  Sometimes I mention that this treuble
we are in was foretold in the Bible, and that even worldly people are
wimitting that it is: thal semetilnes we sce the dark side ofily, but there
ig a bright side too which is also foretold in the Bible. I tbenh give tham
examples something iike this: ‘A mother or u fnther will chastise a child
and then later kiss it and wipe away ite temrs. N0 the Lord is going to
wipe away all tears from all Tuces very soon. It is a good plan to ve
in reserve information to impart if necessary.

Indications That You Have Suceeded
Desire on the part of the individual will be iondicated in various
wuys, Une way of finding out is by saying something that will tend
.t0 draw a remark from him. For instance, the colporteur quoted
- speaks to them along o Hpe with which they are alrendy acquainted
but huve never renlly understood:

“After I had explained that Christ's kinglem is now being estab-
lished onr eurth and the meaning of cur Lord’s prayer to thet effect
they wmesponded; “Well, that i3 real good teaching. Funcy, we have
alwuys been repeating ihut prayer, but have never ungerstood ity 1
received their order for a complete get of the SYUDIES 1IN THE SCHIPTURES
and a Beenerio,”

Where antaghnism is manifested oftentitnes the sineerity with which

; ¥you speak will enubie them to appregiate the ditference between your |

work and that of churchianity in generul. From the following letter it
Is wvident that some people do not desire anything along religious Mnes
becaunse they are disgusted with the present-day churvhes. But the
colportenr’s sincerity and frankness overcame this. '

PR,

“One young man said: ‘T have not been inside of a churel for five
years; but if I ¢ould hear e sermon like you have preavhed to mother
and me toipy, I would go every Sunday,’ He bought a Hanr Course
and a ‘Finished Mystery,’ Another family, husband wud wite, said: “Wwe
were forinerly Misslonary Daptists, hut have not attended church for thir-
teen years hecause of tho unfaithfulness and hypocrisy in the churches.’
They invited me baek to stay ail night and te have dinwer and breakfasi.
We sat up and talked till ncarly one o'clock, and the questions thoge
people asked were numercus.”

Excuses not Acceptable Get o Reason

-« Ahother way in which desire on the part of the individual. will in-
tHeate itself is by his asking questions; particularly when he begins

asking the price of the book, when it-will be” delivered, and the pay-

maents. When your canvass has reached this point it is well to quickly
close your remarks and attempt to obtain the order, leaving any addi-
tional remarks to be mude Iater. On the other hand, lack of desire is
generally indicated by the excunse “No money.” This is an excuse; for
when the a<ticle is not wanted, people often state that they . do not
want it and will tell why they do not want it: but when they say
that they would like to have the bdok but do not have any money
they merely mean that they do net have any money for a ook which
they do not see, from the remarks that you have made, will be of any
use to them. The following 1# an instance: '

“Ol}e sister in canvassing a lady was given the old exeuse: ‘I have no
money.’ The sister said: 'In the Colden Age you will not need money.’
This remark awakened interest amd soid o ITARF BiBLE BTUDY Course. In
canyassing g Catholic lady I was told ihat she could not afford to
buy becauwse of having just paid the priest $15.00 for a hook. By ghow-
ing her the contrast between $16.00 and 48 cenis, I s0ld a Hager BiBLE

Stupy Course.”
In the first Instance mentioned in this letter the method of the
worker wag a good one; for instead of telling the lady that she did
have the money, she confined herself to such remarks s tended to
create inferest in the hook. It is well for workers to recognize that
when this excuse is ndvanced they have not given the persons the in-

formution necessary to lead them te a decision, and hence they offer
an excuse.
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