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SERVICE DEPARTMENT

MARCH 1, 1922

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ .
preach the word: be’

instant in season, out

of season™—2 Timothy 4: 1, 2.

T. PAUL wrote these words to Timothy
because Timothy had made a covenant

with the Lord to do his holy will; hence -

an obligation was laid upon Timothy which
St. Paul degired him to fulfill.. The spirit
of the Lord God was upon Timothy because
the Lord had anointed him to preach the
good tidings unto the teachable. What Timo-
thy was to do could bring no profit to the
Lord, but the importance to Timothy is fore-
shadowed by the positive and serious words
St. Paul uses. Solemnly he says: “I adjure
you [I most solemnly urge upon you] before
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, that you
preach the word; be instant in season and
out of season”. .

Applicable Now :

What was true then is now true., The
times in which Christians are now living
have intensified the importance of following
this admonition. Let each one ask himself
these questions:

Am I consecrated to the Lord? Did I agree
to do God’s holy will? If so, then the words
spoken to Timothy apply to me. God’s will
concerning me is even my sanctification, my
complete setting aside to do his will. As a
new creature I am anointed with the holy
spirit. My hope is ultimately to be a member

. of the royal family of heaven. I know that|
. I must prove my loyalty and 'faithfulness,’
and I desire to have just such experiences as,

the Lord wants me to have to make such
proof. The Christian who thus reasons rea-
sons properly. !

In addition to what has been said, each
spirit-begotten and anointed one is the am-
bassador of Christ, to whom has been de-
livered the Lord’s message of reconciliation
to man. To each of his ambassadors the
Lord through St. Paul now says:

“Preach the Word”

The word is God’s messuge of reconcilia-
tion. To preach means to proclaim to others
that message. Preaching may be by word of
mouth or by placing the printed message in
the hands of others. To be a witness for the
Lord is preaching, whether by word or ac-
tion. Some who are consecrated will say: ‘I
cannot preach. T am weak. 1 am but a child.
Let some one else do it.’

The Lord kuew that such would be the
sentiment of some hearts. He foreshadowed
it through the experience of Jeremiah. Israel
had turned away from God. Jeremiah was
directed to go and preach to that nation,
warning them of God's vengeance and tell-
ing them what God’s blessings would  be if
they repented and served him. Jeremiah then
was but a stripling, and he said to the
Lord: “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I cannot
speak; for I am a child. But the Lord said
unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou
shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and
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to give it to a friend, another postman, who was
almost convinced that spiritism was the thing to
look into. He wished to have his friend read the
book, for he said it was absolute proof that the
demons are the ones that are talking instead of

our dead friands.”—7Tex. .

Work a Privilege for All

“From all indications I had come to the con-
clusion that it was the Lord’s will for me to go
forth: myself with the glad message instead of
having to apply for a colporteur, as I had thought
of doing.
not devote as many hours as I wished, or as were
required of me; but I praise the Lord that he
has made his will in the matter clear to me. The
little time I have had to put in has been.so °
blessed by the Lord. One afternoon I sold six

* sets of the combination and gave the witnets to

a number; then another afternoon I was privi-
leged to get two subscriptions to THE GOLDEN AGE
and two to THE WATCH ToweR. When making a
back call I got the promise of another subscription
to THE GOLDEN AGE. I had very great blessings
at one place where I had the privilege of witness-
ing to a whole room full. Most of them were
entirely disgusted with churchianity ; but the lady
of the house is in Babylon and told me that she
could not believe what I was telling her. I asked
whether she believed the Bible. ‘Oh yes,' she re-
plied. ‘Then you believe every word I'm telling
you,” I daid. She bought the combination set.”.

—Mont.

What the People Canvassed Think

“Enclosed you will find a letter written by one
who has been benefited by our efforts to tell the
message.”—Okla. -

“Am writing thanking you for the GOLDEN AGE
pamphlets sent us and also to inform the little
lady that wore glasses, who sold us the books,
that they are wonderful. The last one my father
is reading through the fourth time. and he says
he can never tire of reading it. It has been a
blessing to him. If she should come back here
and has time we would be glad to have her call.
Those books have surely opened our eyes, and
to think how we have been misled. Father wanted
the Methodist minister to take the one book and
read, but he said he had a library full of that
kind of books; but we told him that his were not
books like this.”

What Hard Times Mean for Service
“The district we worked is in the coal region,
and the poverty there is great. The men have
done no work this year,- and now the mining
machinery is being moved. Houses in which the
miners live, company houses, are being sold for
twenty dollars each. The poverty of the miners
is very touching. Often when being canvassed and
hearing something of the Golden Age that is very
near they burst into tears and say, ‘We won’t have
to go hungry them, shall we? Both our public
meetings were rained out, and we wondered what
the Lord’s will was in the matter. Now we think

we know why: he wanted us to have the joys of

personal service. Never have we had such a re- -

Jt seemed at the time that I could -

money is scarce. Free literature is being asked
for, and we are using issues of THE GOLDEN AGH
to meet some of this demand. The canvassers are
often asked to return; sometimes reluctance is
expressed at their leaving at all in less than an
hour or two. It is such a blessing to comfort
them now! Our class is small, hardly ever more
than five or six of us able to work together; but
the spirit of the friends is wonderful.”—Okla.

Answering Rather Than
‘ Accepting Refusals

“Today I went to deliver ‘The Harp’ to a lady
who had bought several of the books and who
had ordered ‘The Harp’. She asked if I would
take back the books she had already bought, as
they were not what she thought they were, for
she did not understand that they were written
by the same Russell that started the Russellite
gect. I asked how much of them she had read, '
and she =aid: ‘Very little’. So I told her to for-
get all she had ever heard of the author and te
compare the books with her Bible and use' her
own judgment, which no doubt was just as good
if not better than that of the ones who think
they know what the books contain without ever
having read them. I told her that I believed I
had done her a good turn when I sold them to
her, and that it would not be very consistent to
take them back while I knew what they contained
and she did not. That settled it, and she bought
‘The Harp’. I believe she will read them more
earnestly now than if nothing had been said
against them.’-——Pa.

|
Impresses Value of Offer

“Some of the workers have found in selling
books that it works well to tell the people that
the price of the ‘The Finished Mystery’ was $1.00,
but that now we are selling it for 78 cents and
giving two pamphlets away with it. This explan-
ation is found especially advantageous where the
person canvassed has already purchased a ‘Mil-
lions’ book some time previous. and the suggestion
is then made that they give one of the ‘Millions’
books to some friend. Many people have promised
the workers to do this.”—N. Y.

Approaching Along Lines Interested

“A’sister finding 2 woman who liked to study
along lines ‘that bore something of a mysterious
character tactfully referred to the Seventh Vol-
ume, pointing out a few things conecerning the
Ezekiel temple. The ruse worked—it was a stranga
building with 'lots of little buildings around it—
and a sale was made.”—Calif.

Replying to Ministers’ Talk

“One lady who was canvassed hesitated in her
decision and was pressed to frankly say why she
would not buy. She said, ‘Well, our ministers tell
us so many things about that Russell teaching’,
This gave the brother a new hold to tell the truth.

sponse to the message. Sales dre good, though ' As a result a sale was made.”—Calif.
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