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CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX, 
SHEWING THE CONTENTS OF THE 132 LESSONS. 

PERIOD I. 
From the Creation to the Deluge. 	1656 years. 

B.C. 	LESS. 	 8UBIECTS OF THE LESSOCS. 	 PAGE. 

4004 	1. The creation; the sabbath ; the fall of man 1 
4003-3074 	2. Cain, Abel, & Seth; descendants of Cain & Seth 4 
3017-2348 	3. Enoch translated; of Noah; the deluge 	... 6 

PERIOD II. 
From the Deluge to the Death of Joseph. 	712 years. 

2347-2281 	4. Covenant with Noah ; conduct of his sons 	... 9 
2234 	5. Building of Babel; confusion of tongues 	... 11 

2126-1921 	6. Terab's family; Noah dies; call of Abram 	... 13 
1918-1910 	7.Abram and Lot; Melchizedek; Ishmael born 	... 16 

1898 	8. Abram & Sarai'a names changed; doom of Sodom 18 
1897-1859 	9. Isaac born; Hagar and Ishmael cast out; Isaac 

offered; Sarah's death and burial 	.. 	... 20 
1856-1846 10. Eliezer fetches a wife for Isaac; Shem dies 	... 23 

11. Job is supposed to have lived ; his history 	... 25 
1836-1760 12. Esau and Jacob ; Rebekah and Jacob deceive Isaac 29 
1752-1739 13. Jacob serves Laban; marries; becomes rich 	... 31 
1729-1716 14. Jacob cornes to Mamre; Joseph sold; Isaac dies 34 
1715-17116 15. Pharaoh's dreams; Joseph's brothers buy corn... 37 
1689-1635 16. Jacob blesses his sons; dies; is buried; Josepb dies 39 

PERIOD III. 
From the Death of Joseph to the Death of Moses. 183 years. 
1634-1491 17. Bondage of I,rael ; Moses born; flees to Midian 43 

1491 	18. Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh; the plagues ... 46 
„ 	19. The Passover; death of the first-born; the exodus 49 

20. Pillar of cloud and fire; passage of the Red Sea 51 
21. Bitter water; manna ; quails; Amalek conquered 54 

„ 	22. The delivery of the law; Moses in the mount ... .57 
1491-1490 23. The golden calf worshipped ; the tabernacle 	... 60 

1490 	24. Nadab and Abihu slain; the Levites consecrated 63 
1489 	25. Miriam's leprosy; quails ; spies sent to Canaan 66 

1489-1471 26. Rebellion ot Israel; rebellion of Korah 	... 69 
1453 	27. Miriam dies ; Moses offends God ; Aaron dies; the 

fiery serpents; Silion and Og conquered 	... 72 
1452 	28. Balak and Balsam ; idolatry in Moab... 	... 74 
1451 	29. Inheritance of the Reubenites; death of Muses ... 77 



Vi 	 CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 

PERIOD IV. 
From Entrance into Canaan to Anointing of Saut. 355 years. 

	

B.C. 	L88& 	 BUB]BCSB or THE LEBBONS. 	 Psai. 

	

1451 	30. Joshua; spies sent to Jericho; fall of Jericho ... 81 
1451-1445 31. Achar ; Ai taken ; the deceit of the Gibeonites... 85 
1444-1427 32. Tabernacle set up; Canaan divided; Joshua dies 88 
1425-1413 33. Bezek, Hebron, &c. taken; idolatry commences... 92 

1413 34. Micah-the Danites ; wickedness of the Benjamites 95 
1413-1285 35. Servitudes of Israel for their sind; their deliverance 98 
1252-1245 36. Oppression of the Midianites ; history of Ruth ... 101 

	

1245 	37. Gideon delivers Israel; refuses to be their ruler ... 104 
1235-1206 38. Abimelech king; Jephthah delivers the Israelites 107 
1182-1143 39. Samson born ; Samuel dedicated ; Eli is reproved 110 

1 130 40. Samson's riddle; he slays many Philistines 	.. 113 
1120-1117 41. Samson takes away the gates of Gaza; he pulls 

down the temple of Dagon ; hie death 	... 115 
1116 42. The ark of God taken; Hophni and Phinehas 

slain ; Eli's death; the ark returned 	... 118 
1096 43. The people repent; they ask for a king 	... 122 

PERIOD V. 
From Anointing of Saul to Deatlt of Solomon. 120 years. 
1095 44. Saul is anointed ; he conquers the Ammonites ... 12& 

1093-1063 45. Saul reproved ; rejected; David is anointed ... 12& 

	

1062 	46. Goliath defies Israel; David elayd him 	... 131 

	

„ 	47. Jonathan's friendship to David; Saul's enmity ... 134 
1060 48. David at Nob; flees to Adullam; many join him 137 

	

„ 	49. The priests at Nob slain; Samuel dies 	.. 14( 

	

„ 	50. Nabal's churlishness to David; Abigail'a present 144 
Si. Nabal dies; David marries Abigail; spares Saul 147 

1055 52. Saul consults a witch ; Samuel appears to him... 150 

	

„ 	53. David spoils the Amalekites; the battle on Gilboa 154 

	

„ 	54. David's lament for Saul; David anointed 	.. 157 
55. Abner proclaims Ishbosheth king; Abner is slain; 

Ishbosheth is slain 	... 	, ... 	... 160 
1048-1045 56. David anointed; takes Mount Zion; ark removed 164 
1044-1043 57. David's prosperity; he resolves to builda temple 168 
1036-1031 58. David's sin ; Nathan reproves him ; Solomon born 171 
1030-1025 59. Amnon's wickedness; Absalom'b conspiracy ... 175 

1025 60. David flees; Absalom comes to Jerusalem 	... 178 
. 61. The Council; ofAhithophel; Absalom slain ... 181 

	

1022 	62. David returns; Sheba's revolt suppressed 	... 185 
1019-1017 63. Gibeonites avenged; David numbers the people... 188 

	

1015 	64. David's charge to Solomon ; Adonijah rebels ... 192 

	

1014 	65. Preparations for the temple; death of David 	... 195 

	

„ 	66. Soloinon's sacrifice and vision; of Adonijah 	... 198 
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1013-1011 67. Solomon'smarriage; of Hiram; Shimei slain ... 201 
1005 	68. The temple built, and furnished with costly vessels 204 
1004 69. The temple dedicated ; God accept the temple ... 206 

101)3-992 70. Tadmor built; Queen of Sheba visita S.dornon... 209 
992-980 71. Solomon's dominion; his fame; he forsaken God 213 
978-975 72. Solomon'senemies; repentance; Proverbe; death 216 

PERIOD VI. 
The Kingdoms of Judah and Israel. 369 years. 

*** THS UNES N ITALICS REFER TO TH8 KINOUOM OP IBRAHL 

	

975 	73. Rehoboam reigns; revoit of the ten tribe e 	., 220 

	

974 	74. Jeroboam's idolatry; the altar rent; his arm is 
withered ; the disobedient prophet .. 	... 222 

972-958 75. Rehoboam forsaken God; Shishak's invasion 	... 226 
957-953 76. Abijah'e success; Asa reigns; .leroboam dies 	.. 228 
951-941 77. Asa conquers the Ethiopians ; he purchases aid 

against Baasha, and is reproved ... 	... 232 
930-918 78. Omri builds Samaria; Ahab reigns .. 	... 235 
917-912 79. Asa dies; Jehoshaphat reigns well and prospers ... 238 
910-906 80. Elijah's mission to Ahab; his miracles; afamine 240 

	

905 	81. The sacrifice on Carmel; the priests of Baal slain 243 

	

902 	82. Eljah et Horeb; God comforts Mm; Elisha is called 246 

	

901 	83. Siege of Samaria; victory promised to Ahab 	... 249 

	

9011 	84. Benhadad taken; Ahab's covenant with him 	... 252 

	

899 	85. Ahab covets Naboth's Vineyard; Naboth stoned ... 255 

	

897 	86. Battle at Ramoth gilead; Ahab is slain.. 	.. 258 

	

896 	87. Jehoshaphat reproved ; conquers the Moabites, &c. 261 

	

„ 	88. Ahaziah's impiety ; Eljjah is translated te heaven 263 
89. Elisha succeeds Eljjah ; the Moabites conquered ... 267 

	

892 	90. Elisha multiplies the widow's oil; heals the pottage 270 
91. Naaman is cured of his leprosy; Gehazi punished 272 

	

889 	92. The Syrian host smitten with blindness ... 	276 
93. Jehoshaphat dies; Jehorarn reigns; restores idolatry 279 

886-885 94. Benhadad besieges Samaria; Hazael's conspiracy... 281 

	

884 	95. Jehu anointed; Jezebel slain; Jehu destroys Baal 284 
878-856 96. Athaliah reigns; Joash succeeds; temple repaired 288 
856-840 97. Of Jehu, Jehoahaz, and Jehoash; Elisha's death... 290 

	

840 	98. Idolatry & ingratitude of Joash; Hazael's invasion 293 
839-825 99. Joash is slain ; Arnaziah reigns; wars with Jehoash 295 
810-808 100. Uzziah reigns; wars with the Philistines, &c. ... 298 
801-787 101. Hosea, Amos, and Joel prophesy 	 ... 301 

	

„ 	102. Jonah commanded to cry against Nineveh 	... 305 
784-776 103. Death of Jeroboam II; interregnum in Israel •.. 308 
772-762 104. Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, and Pekah reign 

in succession; Uzziah'a transgression 	... 311 
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758-742 105. Reigns of Jotham and Ahaz; Isaaiah prophesies ... 313 
741-730 106. Wickedness of Ahaz; he is taken captive; Pekah 

invades Judah; idolatry of Ahaz ... 	... 316 
(740) 	FIRST CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL.) 
730 	(Shalmaneser makes Hoshea tributary) 
726 107. Ahaz dies; Hezekiah reigns; the passover kept... 319 

725-721 108. Prophecies of Micah ; Shalmaneser subdues and 
imprison Hoshea ; he takes all Israel captive 322 

(721) 	END OF THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 
720-713 109. Hezekiah resists Asayria; hie illness; the dial ... 325 
711-706 110. Hezekiah's ostentation; Sennacherib's invasion ... 328 
699-698 111. Isaiah propheaiea; Hezekiah's prosperity and death 331 
698-643 112. Manasseh -acaptivity; his repentance; Amon reigns 334 
641-624 113. Joeiah's good reign; the book of the law found ... 337 

„ 114. Zephaniah and Jeremiah reprove the Jews 	... 339 
611-609 115. Josiah slain; Habakkuk prophesies; of Jehoahaz 342 
608-606 116. Jeremiah'® predictions; he is accused ; the Rechabites 345 

„ 	117. Jeremiah specifies the seventy years' captivity; 
Nebuchadnezzar spoils Jerusalem & the temple 348 

PERIOD VII. 
The Captivity and the Return of the Jews. 206 years. 

606-599 118. Of Daniel; Jehoiakim rebels; Nebuchadnezzar 
besieges Jerusalem; Zedekiah made king ... 351 

„ 119. Jeremiah prophesies of the captivity and resoration 353 
„ I20. Denounces the princes; Ezekiel prophesies 	... 356 

593 121. Zedekiah rebels; Jeremiak is imprisoned 	... 359 
590-588 122. Jerusalem besieged; Zedekiah slain ... 	... 362 
(588) 	THE COMPLETE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. 

„ 123. Gedaliah; Ezekiel prophesies against Tyre 	365 
570 124. Nebuchaduezzbr's vision; Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego are cast into a fiery furnace 	... 368 
569-561 125. Nebuchadnezzar's pride punished ; Daniel's vision 372 
555-538 126. Belshazzar'a feast; the hand-writing on the wall; 

Cyrus takes Babylon; Belshazzar is slain ... 375 
537-536 127. Daniel is accused; God preserves him in the den 

of lions; Cyrus proclaims liberty to the Jewa 378 
534-464 128. The second temple; conspiracy of the Samaritans 382 
462-458 I29. Ahasuerus deposes Vashti and marries Esther ... 385 
453-452 130. Haman's enmity to the Jews ; Mordecai promoted 388 
452-444 131. Haman is hanged; Nehemiah visits Jerusalem ... 391 
440-400 132. The walls completed; Nehemiah testified against 

the Jews; Malachi prophesies of John Baptist 394 
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BIBLE CLASS BOOK. 

PERIOD I. 
FROM THE CREATION TO THE DELUGE. 

B.C. 4004—B.C. 2348. 1656 years. 

1. THE CREATION AND THE FALL OF MAN. 
Genesis i.-iii. 

*:* 
 

17ze mords, phrases, fe. of which erplaruuions are given, are Preceded by afuil•Pmni f•) 
11w names 0f placet noticed are in ifaiict. 

In the •beginning God •created the •heaven and the •earth. 
And the earth was •without form, and void; and •darkness was 
upon the •face of the deep. On the first day God created •light. 
On the second day God made the •firmament. On the third 
day God •divided the waters from the land, and created •plants. 
On the fourth day God made the sun, moon, and stars. On the 
fifth day God created the •fishes and the birds. On the sixth day 
God created the •cattle, the beasts, and •creeping things; and 
last of all he made man, •in his own image. God having created 
all things in six days, pronounced them to be •very good. He 
•rested on the seventh day, and •blessed it. 

And the Lord God planted a garden •eastward in Eden; and 
out of the ground he made to grow every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food ; the •tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the •tree of knowledge of good ahd evil. 
And the Lord God put •Adam, the man whom he had formed, 
into the garden of Eden, to •dress it and to keep it. And the 
Lord God brought unto Adam every beast of the field and 
every fowl of the air, to see what he would call them; and 
whatsoever he called every living creature that was. the •name 
thereof. 

And God said e It is not good that the man should be alone, 
I will make him a •help meet for him;" so he formed a woman 
and brought her unto the man. And Adam called his wife's 
name •Eve, because she was to be the mother of all living. 

ii 	 1 



PERIOD I.] 	 THE CREATION. 

God permitted Adam and Eve to eat of all the fruits that 
grew in Eden except one ; that one was the tree of knowledge. 
The •serpent •deceived Eve, and •tempted her to sin. She ate of 
the fruit which God had forbidden and gave also to her husband; 
thus they both disobeyed God. God •cursed the serpent, and 
promised a Saviour to •redeem man from his power. He said to 
the woman that her sorrow should be increased with the 
increase of children; and to the man he said, "Cursed is the 
ground for thy sake ; •in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground ; for out of it wast thou taken; for 
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return:" 

When God had thus •sentenced Adam and Eve to suffering 
and to death, he •expelled them from the garden of Eden. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

beginning—the commencement. 
created—caused to exist. 
heaven—the expanse which surrounds 

the enrtb, including the celestial bodies 
—planets, stars, and cornets. 

earth—the planet on which we live, 
with its various productions. 

without form and void—not in its pre-
sent shape, nor occupied by the num-
erous beings and productions which 
exist upon it. 

darkness—absence of light. 

face of the deep—surface of the waters 
which cvered the whole earth. 

light—the medium of vision. 
firmament—the atmosphere, or aerial 

medium surrounding the earth, and in 
which it revolves; by ifs means light 
and sound are transmitted, and animals 
exist. 

divided, 4c.—gathered the waters 
into chnnnels, or hollow places, thus 
causing the dry land to appear. 

plants—everything included in the 
vegetable kingdom, viz.: grass, herbs, 
and trees; there are more than 80,000 
species of plants. 

fishes and birds—the animals of the 
waters and the firmament. 

caille and beasts—domestic and wild 
animals. 

creeping lAingo—this term is supposed 
to apply to such animals as the lizard, 
snake, &c. as well as creeping insecte. 

made man—formed man in his bodily 
parts and gave him a living soul. 

in his own image—having dominion; 
Ps. viii.6; true knowledge, Col. iii. 10; 
boliness, Eccles. vii. 29; Ephes iv.24. 

roey good—admirably adapted for the 
purposes intended. 

rested—ceased from further acts of 
creative power. 

blessed—added happiness to a holy 
observance ofit. 

eastward—toward the sun-rising. 
lreeof life—the menus of renewed and 

prolonged existence fo mon. 
tree of knowledge—the test by which it 

should be known whether man would 
remain good, or prefer becoming evil. 

Adam—'the ground,' or 'earth;' the 
human body is composed of earthy 
elements. Paul says, the first Adam 
is of the earth, 'earthy;' Cor. xv. 47. 



GOD SEEN IN HIS WORKS. 4004-2348 B.C. 

dress and keep—to keep the trees and 
the plants in order, and to preserve the 
various species, not only by observing 
their various habits, but by pruning, 
grafting, planting, &c. 

name ;many of the Hebrew names of 
animals express some peculiarity or 
quality of size, form, disposition, &c. 

help meet—a being endowed with n 
rational soul, and having feelings 
similar to his own. 

Eee—' life ;' the companion and 
'help-meet' of Adam, and the mother of 
the whole human family. Neither 
Adam nor Eve had to pass through the 
years of infancy and phildhood. 

serpent—the devil. Rev. xii. 9; sæ. 9. 
deceived—eaused to err, by making 

ber believe a lie. 

tempted—offered inducements; spoke 
of the advantages of disobedience. 

cursed—given over to punishment 
and misery. 

redeem—to restore by paying the 
price. 

in sorrow—with feelings of anxiety, 
care, and trouble, yet not without hope 

sentenced—pronounced the punish. 
ment for disobedience. 

expelled—drove out. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
EDEN is supposed to have been situ. 

ated near the head of the Persian 
Gulf, where the rivers Euphrates and 
Tigris empty their waters ; but several 
other situations have been assigned to 
the garden of Eden. The name, Eden, 
means pleasure or delight, thus indi-
cating the great beauty and richness of 
Adam's first inheritance; hence it was 
not uncommon for pleasant localities to 
be called Eden. 

GOD'S EXISTENCE SHOWN 1N THE UNIVERSE. 
"GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH." 

Who gave the sun bis noonday light P 
Who taught the moon to shine by nightP 
Whose hands the sheet of heaven unrolled, 
All set with stars like drops of gold P 
Who gave the winds their course to know ? 
The ocean-tides to ebb and flow P 
And day and night preserve their bounds P 
And changing seasons know their rounds P 
Could man conceive the vast design ? 
Could he the grand machine combine ? 
Stretch bis weak hands from pole to pole, 
And bid them on their centre roll? 
'Twas God who gave creation birth, 
God formed this wondrous globe of eartb, 
And breathe'd throughout the mighty whole, 
The likeness of a living soul. 
Bow then to God, O ail that live! 
To God eternal praises give; 
Who fashioned by bis mighty hand 
Sun, moon, and stars, and sea, and land. 

ROSCOE. 
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PERIOD I.] HISTORY OF CAIN, ABEL, AND SETH. 

2. CAIN, ABEL, AND SETH. 

Genesis iv.-v. 5. 

•Cain was the eldest son of Adam and Eve. His brother 
•Abel was their second son. Abel was a keeper of sheep, but 
Cain way a •tiller of the ground. They both brought •offerings 
to God. Cain's offering was of the •fruits of the earth. Abel's 
offering was of the •firstlings of his flock. God -accepted Abel 
and his offering,. but unto Cain and his offering he had •not 
respect. Cain became very angry, and his •countenance feel. 
The Lord reproved Cain, and said "Why art 'thou wroth ? and 
why is thy countenance fallen P •If thou doest well, shalt thou 
not be accepted ?" 

And Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass 
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel 
his brother, and slew him. The Lord then said unto Cain,, 
"What hast thou done P the voice of thy brother's blood crieth 
unto me from the ground, and now art thon •cursed from the 
earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand; when thon tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a •fugitive, and a 
•vagabond shalt thon be in the earth." Cain feared that some 
one would slay him, but the Lord said unto him, "Whosoever 
slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold." 
And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt 
in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. Here he built a 
city, and had many •descendants. One of his descendants, 
named Jabal, 'invented •tents ; another, Jubal, invented 
•musical instruments; another, Tubal, was an •artificer in brass 
and iron. 

God gave Adam and Eve a son who was called •Seth. He 
was a good man. His descendants were called the children 
of God. The descendants of Cain were called the children 
of men. Adam was one-hundred-and-thirty years old at the 
birth of Seth. Adam and Eve had many other sons and 
daughters. Mankind increased very fast because they lived 
so long. Adam lived nine-hundred-and thirty years. 

4 



"THE CURSE OF CAIN." 	44004-2345 B.C. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Cain—`possession; implying a biah 
sense or value; Eve imagined this 
child was the promised deliverer, 
hence sbe exclaimed on lirai seeing him 
'I have gotten a man from Jehovah.' 

Abel—'vanity;' Ibis name plainly 
shows that our lirai parents had their 
hopes centred in Cain, in contrait with 
whom they esteemed this child as 
vanity.' 
(liter—a busbandman, a cultivator of 

the ground. 
offerisgs—tbings dedicated to God, 

ss expressive of the gratitude and 
dependence of the o9'erer. 

fruits—produce of the soil. 
ftrafliags—the first born. 
accepted—showed favour towards by 

a visible sign. 
not respect—not regard; took no 

favourable notice of it. 
countenance fell—looked sullen and 

revengeful. 
If thou dosai well—Isa. i. 16,17 

Ezek. xxxiii. 11-19 ; Rom. ii. 6,7. 
nursed from, die.—not a spot on the 

surface of tue world would yield him 
comfort; unhappiness and discontent 
would be bis portion. 

fugilise—banished from the presence 
of bis parents and kindred. 

vagabond--consciona guilt would 
rentier him unsettled in his habits even 
though distant from bis father's home, 
the scene of bis awful crime. 
descendants—o8'spring, children, grand-

cbildren, &o. 
iuoenled—found out; contrived a new 

thing. 
tenta—these were tbe constant dwell-

ings of men in early times ; the cover-
ings of the tenta were generally of 
coarse hair-cloth. Lessons 7,20,116. 

musical instruments—many are men-
tioned in the Bible which will be de-
scribed under their respective names. 

artifuer—a clever workman in arts 
executed by the band ; a worker in 
metals. 

Seth—`a substitute;' because given 
instead of Abel; the invention of 
letters is ascribed to him. 

GEOGRAPIIICAL NOTE. 
Non—'land of wandering; was e 

country east of Eden. It was so onmed 
because Cain the "fugitive" dwelt 
there, when he fled from the presence 
of bis bereaved and sorrowing parents, 
after be had murdered his brother. 

THE CURSE OF CAIN. 

"WHERE 1$ ABEL THY BROTHER t" 

O the wrath of the Lord is a terrible thing! 
Like the tempest that withers the blossoms of spring, 
Like the thunder that bursts on the summer's domain, 
It fell on the head of the homicide Cain. 

And lo! like a deer in the fright of the chase, 
With a fire in his heart, and a brand on his face, 
He speeds him afar to the desert of Nod—
A vagabond smote by the vengeance of God. 

All nature to him lias been blasted and barin'd, 
And the blood of a brother yet reeks on bis hand; 
And no vintage has grown, and no fountain lias sprung, 
For cheering bis heart, or for cooling bis tongue. 



PERIOD 1.1 	ENOCH, THE DELUGE, ETC. 

The groans of a father his slumbers shall start, 
And the tears of a mother shall pierce to bis heart, 
And the kiss of bis children shall scorch him like flame, 
When he thinks of the curse that hangs over his name. 

And tbe wife of his bosom—the faithful and fair—
Can mix no sweet drop in his cup of despair ; 
For her tender caress and her innocent breath, 
But stir in his soul the hot embers of wrath. 

And his offering may blaze—unregarded by Heaven; 
And his spirit may pray—yet remain unforgiven, 
And his grave may be close'd—but no rest to him bring: 
O the wrath of the Lord is a terrible thing! 

W. KNOX. 

3. ENOCH. METHUSELAH. NOAH. THE DELUGE. 

Genesis v. 6-vii. 

'Enoch was a descendant of Seth. God -took him to 
heaven when he was three-hundred-and-sixty-five years old, 
because he 'walked with God. Seth died some years after, 
being nine-hundred-and-twelve years old. Enoch had a son 
named 'Methuselah. He was the oldest man that we read of. 
He lived nine-hundred-and-sixty-nine years. Methuselah 
had a son named -Lamech. Lamech was the father of -Noah. 
When Noah was born Lamech said he should comfort them. 
Noah became the father of three sons, 'Sherr, -Ham, and 
•Japheth. 

The 'wickedness of men 'increased on the earth. God said 
he would destroy mankind by a -Flood, but he would save 
Noah and his family. God commanded Noah to make an -ark 
of wood. He said "Behold I do bring a flood of waters upon 
the earth, to destroy all flesh wherein is the breath of life, 
from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall 
die. But with thee will I 'establish my 'covenant; and thou 
shalt come into the ark, thon, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 
thy sons' wives with thee. And of every living thing of all 
flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep 

6 



THE DELUGE. 	[4004-2348 B.C. 

them alive with thee; they shall be male and .female. Of 
fowls after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth 
after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep 
them alive. And take unto thee of all food that is eaten, and 
thon shalt gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food for thee, 
and for them." 

Noah obeyed God by building the ark; while it was being 
built he •warned mankind of the approaching flood. He then 
went into the ark, as God had commanded him; the rain 
began to fall, and the •fountains of the great deep were also 
broken up. The waters increased on the earth forty days and 
forty nights. The waters rose above the highest mountains. 
-Al1 flesh died, except Noah, his family, and the living things 
that were with them in the ark. The waters prevailed on the 
earth one-hundred-and-fifty days. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Enoch—'dedicated;' this highly 
favoured saint foretold the judgment of 
God upon the wicked. Jude 14.15. This 
prophecy bad, no doubt, a primary 
reference to the flood which God 
brought in upon the ungodly. 

look him—removed him from this 
world without dying. St. Paul says 
u God translated him thatbeshould not 
see death." 

walked, Ife.—llis feelings, thoughts, 
and conduct were in agreement with 
the known character of God. 

Methuselah—' blessed be God: 
Lamech—' sending;' he died about 

five years before the flood. 
Noah—' rest,' or 'comfort;' his 

father probably had a prophetie intima-
tion that this son should be the peculiar 
object of the divine favour and the 
medium of blessing to the world ; 
hence, concluding that he was the pro-
mised Saviour, he called him Noah. 

Shem—` name,' 'renown his live 
sous peopled the most delightful dis- 

tricts of the East. From him descended 
the Messiah, who is called' the plant 
of renown,' whose fame shall extend 
all over the earth. Ezekiel xxxiv. 29. 

Ham—'bot referring, no donht, to 
the regions his descendants would 
inhabit. 

Japheth—'extension ;' fulfilled in his 
numerous and wide-spread posterity. 

wickedness—daring sin ; opposition to 
God's will, and denial of bis power. 

increased—became daily less tolerable. 
flood—the waters were to cover the 

earth as they did at first. Less. 1. 
ark—a vessel to float on the waters. 
establish—make sure; confirm. 
covenant—the divine promise. Less. 4. 

warned—told them of their danger. 

fountains—sources of rivers and 
springs. Job xxviü. 10,11, and Ezek. 
xxvi. 19. 

all Jlesk died—because the human 
family had become morally corrupt. 



PERIOD I.] 	 ENOOH'9 EXAMPLE. 

WALKING WITH GOD. 

--ENOCH WALKED WITH QOD." 

To °' walk with God"—this Enoch did, 
And thus God's children do; 

They "walk by faith, and not by sight," 
With Jesus full in view. 

To "walk with God"—as two dear friends, 
Conversing every day; 

Such company will make amends 
For troubles by the way. 

To "walk with God"—that child who would, 
Must with his God agree; 

Sin he abhors—and loves what's good—
And heaven he longs to sec. 

To °` walk with God"—Ah! this is bliss! 
Our heaven begun below; 

And in a world of snares like this, 
It saves from many a foc. 

To "walk with God" is my desire, 
Whatever others do; 

And lest I weary grow, and tire, 
I'll lean upon him too. 

Yes, gracious God! I'll lean on thee—
Thy promises, thy word, 

My strength and my support shall be, 
Along this painful road. 

And, when my journey here is donc, 
0 let me come to thee; 

And sit with Jesus on his throne, 
Thy glorious face to sec. 

CowPER. 



PERIOD II. 

FROM TUE DELUGE TO THE DEATII OF JOSEPH. 

B.C. 2347—B.C. 1635. 712 years. 

4. HISTORY OF NOAH AFTER THE FLOOD. 
Genesis viii. ix. 

God -remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the 
cattle that was with him in the ark; and God made a wind to 
pass over the earth, and the waters -assuaged. The fountains 
also of the deep and the -windows of heaven were stopped, and 
the rain froni heaven was •restrained. And the waters •return-
ed from off the earth continually, and after the end of one-
hundred-and-fifty days the waters were abated; and the ark 
rested on the mountains of Ararat. Noah sent forth a •raven 
and a dove; the raven did not return, but the dove returned. 
Seven days after, Noah sent forth the dove again and she 
returned with an •olive leaf in her mouth. Noah sent forth the 
dove again seven days after, and it returned no more. God 
commanded Noah to leave the ark. Noah did so, and offered 
a •sacrifice to God which he graciously accepted. God then 
promised that -seed-time and -harvest, and •cold and •heat, and 
•summer and •winter, and day and night, should never cease. 
God promised never more to destroy the earth by a flood, and 
as a •token of his promise he set his •bow in the cloud. He 
said, "And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over 
the earth that the bow shall be seen in the cloud; and I will 
remember my covenant, which is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more 
become a flood to destroy all flesh." 

After the flood, Noah planted a •vineyard. He made wine 
of the grapes, of which he drank and was drunken. His son 
Ham •mocked him. When Noah rose from his wine, he fore-
told that the descendants of Ham should be •servants to the 
descendants of Shem and Japheth, whom he blessed because 
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PERIOD II.] 	"THE BOW IN THE CLOUD," 

they were dutiful. One of Shem's descendants was •Heber, 
from whom the Hebrews were prôbably named. Sherr is 
called the father of all the children of Heber; so that it would 
appear the Hebrews descended through Shem, the son of Noah. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIOPIB. 

remembered—bad e gracious regard. 
towards them 

assuaged—decreased; became less 
and less. 

windows—'flood-gates;' the Blonds 
which retain the raie. Mal. iii. 10. 

restrained—kept back. Gen. i. 7. 
returned—gradnally sank into their 

natural beds or channels. 
ahated—became less and less. 
raves—n bird that would be lured to 

feed on dead bodies if any were visible. 

done—a bird strong in flight, that feeds 
on the earth, and that loves its home. 

olive—a benutifel and valuable ever-
green; it is abundant in the East. 

sacrce—an offering, or a thing 
devoted to God. Sacrifices were 
generally consumed by fire. 

promised—Lesson 3, 'covenant: 
seed-lime—from the beginning of 

October to the beginning of December. 
harvest—from the beginning of April 

to the beginning of Jutte. 
cold—from the beginning of February 

to the beginning of April. 
heat—from the beginning of August 

to the beginning of()ctober. 
summer—from the beginning of June 

to the beginning of August. 
winner—from the beginning of De- 

cember to the beginning of February. 
In Palestine and the neighbouring 
countries the Arabs still reckon the six 
divisions of the year here spoken of. 

token—a sign or mark of remem-
brance. 

bow—rainbow ; thus constituting that 
which is the invariable result of the 
sun shining through the rain aa a sign 
of the unchangeableness of God's 
promise. 

vineyard—a plantation of vines. 
mocked—jeered; laughed contempt-

uously. Lesson 9, 'offence.' 
servants--slaves; Africa, whence the 

negro slaves are procured, is peopled 
by Ram's descendants. 

fleber or Eber—' from the other 
aide'; referring to the emigration of bis 
far-famed descendant, Abraham, from 
Mesopotamia to Canaan. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
ARASA?—' cursed ;' a mountainous 

district lying near the centre of the 
kingdom of Armenia; in the north-east 
portion of the mountain range there 
are two peaks, the highest ofwhich is 
said to be 17,000 feet above the level of 
the sea. It was probably on one of 
the lower slopes of thin mountain that 
Noah, his family, and the living crea-
tures which bad been preserved during 
the deluge disembarked from the ark. 

THE BOW IN THE CLOUD. 
'-AND THE DOVE CAME IN..AND LO IN HER MOUTH WAS AN OLIVE LEAF." 

Sweet Dove! the softest, steadiest plume 
ln all the sunbright sky, 

Brightening in ever-changeful bloom 
As breezes change on high ;— 
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THE BUILDING OF BABEL. [2347-1635 B.C. 

Sweet Leaf! the pledge of peace and mirth, 
"Long sought, and lately won,".  

Bless'd increase of reviving Earth, 
When first it felt the Sun;— 

Sweet Rainbow! pride of summer days, 
High set at Heaven's command, 

Though into drear and dusky haze 
Thou melt on either hand;— 

Dear tokens of a pardoning God, 
We hail ye, one and all, 

As when our fathers walk'd abroad, 
Freed from their twelvemonths' thrall, 

God, by His bow, vouchsafes to write 
This truth in Heaven above; 

As every lovely hue is Light, 
So every grace is Love. 

KEBLE. 

5. THE BUILDING OF BABEL. THE PEOPLING 
OF THE EARTH. 

Genesis xi.1-9, x. & xi. 10-23. 

About one-hundred-and-thirteen years after the flood, many 
people having journeyed from •the East, •settled in the •plain of 
Shinar. And they said one to another, °° Let us build us a 
city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let 
us make us a •name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face 
of the whole earth." 

They all spoke •one language; but God said he would there 
•confound their language, that they might not understand one 
another's speech. It was because God wished them to be 
settled •in various parts of the world, that he made them to 
speak different languages. So they left off to build the city 
and the tower, and •separated from each other. Therefore the 
name of the place is called Babel because the Lord did there 
confound the language of all the earth; and from thence did 
the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 
Thus were they punished. 
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PERIOD II.I 	DESCENDANTS OF NOAH. 

The descendants of Shem dwelt in Armenia and the East. 
The descendants of Ham peopled Canaan, Aralia, Egypt, 
and Africa. The descendants of Japheth inhabited western 
Asia and Europe. •Nimrod, a descendant of Ham, built 
several cities in Babylonia. He was the first king. •Asshur 
was a descendant of Shem; he built Nineveh, and other cities. 
A sols of Ham, named Canaan, had eleven Sons; they lived in 
different parts of the land of Canaan, and their descendants 
were called Canaanites ; the eldest, Sidon, was the father of 
the Sidonians ; the other sons of Canaan were the fathers of 
the Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgasites, Hivites, Arkites, 
Sinites, Aradites, Zemarites, and Hamathites. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

settled—had flzed their residence. 
plain—an open level tract of country. 
,,ame—make ourselves, 'renowned' 

by the confederacy we have formed, 
and the work we have undertaken. 

one language—the original language 
which God gave to Adam. 

confoand—confuse, so as to break up 
all possibility of working in harmony. 

in varions parts—that. Goda design in 
crentiug man—to replenish or fill the 
eurt.h—might be carried out. 

separaled—parted from each other; 
spread abroad. 

Nimrod—'rebel;' tbe first who as-
sumed dominion over hie fellow-men. 

Asshur—from whom the country 
called Assyria received ifs name. 

GEOGRAPIIICAL NOTES. 
THE EAST—the portions of the world 

thus spokrn of in the scripturea are 
generally those which lie east of Jades, 
particularly Mesopotamia, Armenia, 
and Persia. 

SHiNAR—an extensive &very fertile 
plain, sud the proper name of Baby-
louis; it comprehended mach of the 
countries between the rivers Euphrates 
ahd Tigris. 
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BABEL—'confusion;' the seat of the 
great confederacy of man to thwart the 
design of God. 

CANAAN—the country inhabited by 
the descendants of Canaan, a son or 
Ham. It was a land of great. fertility, 
Rowing with milk and honey. God pro-
mised Abraham flint bis posterity should 
possess this land. Lees. 6. 

ARAnIA—a large country south and 
east of Canaan and to the east. of Egypt. 

EOYPT—an ancient and a celebrated 
country and kingdom of Africa. 

AFRIcA-one of the five great divi. 
sions of the earth ; known in Scripture 
as the land of Ham. 

AsIA—thelargest of the Eve divisions 
of the earth; the principal countries 
mentioned in the Old Testament, except 
Egypt, were in Asia. 

Eu,Ropn—the smallest of the five 
divisions of the earth; its inhabitants 
are intelligent and enterprising. 

NiEEvEH—tbe metropolisofAssyria 
if was founded by Assbur, and situated 
on the river Tigris; its remailla bave 
been recu-ntly discovered. and some of 
its sculptures brought into Eulaad. 



FAMILY OF TERAH. 	[2347-1635 B.C. 

THE VAIN EFFORTS OF MAN. 

«LET US MAKE US A NAME." 

"Deep be the building laid, 
The tower shall reach to heaven ;" 

The boasting word was said, 
The proud command was given, 

And well the work was ]plann'd, 
Firm was the base and wide,• 

And who shall stay the hand, 
And stop the builder's pride? 

The Lord the work surveyed, 
He saw the tower arise, 

Whose top they proudly said 
Should reach unto the skies. 

Wise men the work had plann'd, 
Strong men the building raise; 

Why do the workmen stand, 
And all confounded gaze? 

With labour vast they toiled, 
Their labour proves in vain; 

By change of speech they're foiled 
In their work on Shinar's plain. 

And children! have you power 
Tu strive against the Lord, 

Who the men of Babel's tower 
Confounded by his word. 

M. A. STODART. 

6. FAMILY OF TERAH. THE CALL OF ABRAM. 
Genesis ix. 28,29; xi. 23-xii. 9. 

Terah, a descendant of Shem, had three sons, named •Abram, 
Nahor, and Haran. Haran was the father of Lot. Terah 
lived at Ur in Chaldea. Noah was alive when Terah lived in 
Chaldea. Noah lived to be nine-hundred-and-fifty years old. 
He probably lived in Armenia after the flood, and died there. 
Soon after the death of Noah, Abram was born. Haran, the 
eldest son of Terah, died before his father in the ]and of his 
•nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees, leaving one son named Lot, 
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PERIOD II.1 	THE CALL OF ABRAM. 

and two daughters named Milcah and •Sarai. The two 
remaining sons of Terah married the daughters of Haran; 
Milcah became the wife of Nahor; and Sarai was married to 
Abram. 

God called Abram to leave Chaldea, and he, together with 
the whole house of Terah, came to Haran, at which place they 
remained some years. Terah died at Haran. Abram was 
then seventy-five years of age; the divine command was 
renewed. God said to him, "Get thee out of thy, country, 
and from thy •kindred, and from thy •father's house, unto •a 
land which I will shew thee ; and I will make of thee -a great 
nation, and I will •bless thee, and make thy •name great; and 
thou •shalt be a blessing; and I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and •in thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed." 

Abram separated himself from the household of Nahor, 
and obeyed the call of God, for he came into Canaan with 
Sarai, his wife, and Lot, his brother's son. And when they 
came to the plain of Moreh, the Lord appeared unto Abram, 
and said, "Unto thy seed will I give •this land." Here 
Abram builded an •altar unto the Lord, and he removed from 
thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his 
tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east, and 
there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the 
-name of the Lord. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Abram—' high father;' a prophetic 
intimation of bis future greatness. 

nalivily—birth-place; one's country. 
Sarai—' my princess;' she was the 

grand-daughter of Terah, and the niece 
of Abram. 

kindred—relations by blood of every 
degree—fathers, brothers, cousins, &c. 

father's house—the residence of bis 
ancestors. 

a land—God had not yet named it to 
him, 1bathis faith mightbeeaercised. 

a great nation—to be the parents of a 
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numerous progeny, which should con-
stitute in alter years a great nation, 
was an object of ambition among the 
ancients. 

bless Thee—give happiness to him per-
sonally, and in bis family. 

name great—eanse him to be univer-
sally known and respected. 

shall 6e, «c.—good men are the means 
of blessing to others. 

in thee—Abram mid bis descendants 
were the preservers of Ihe divine truth 
during successive ages, till Christ came 
who brought salvation unto ail men. 



" WALKING BY FAITH." 	[2347-1635 B.C. 

lhisland—Abram's faithbeingproved, and the Chaldeans and Babyloniens 
God now names bis inheritance. 	are mentioned as the same people. 

aller—a low building of stone or I HARAN—this name was given to the 
other materials on which sacrifices were I  city by Haran, the father of Lot; it 
placed. 	 I was situated in the north-western part 

name of the Lord—the known char- of Mesopotamia. Terah died there after 
acter of God ; proofs had been given of a residence of about sixty years. 
bis terrible power, bis goodness, and bis 	Mou—this place was in the vale 
faithfulness; as well as of bis for- I of Shechem ; near it grew a remark-
bearance towards sinners notwith- I able oak-tree. Gen. xxxv. 3; and 
standing bis hatred of sin. 	 Josh. xxiv. 26. 

BETHEL—'house of God;' et this 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 	time the place was called Luz, but Moses 

Uz—'fire' or 'light;'  robabl 

 
rails it Bethe] by anticipation. It was 

probably al 	called Bethel by Jarob after bis 
sacred city, specially devoted to the J dream of angels ascending and de- 
worship of the celestial bodies. 	I scending. 

CHALDEA—Or BABYLONIA; the ori- I  HAI or Ai—a city about nine miles 
ginal name of this region was Shinar. I  distant from the place where Jericho 
Cbaldea is often used for Babylonia, I  afterwards stood. Lesson 31. 

WALKING BY FAITH. 

"FAITH IS..THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT BEEN." 

'Tis by the faith of joys to come 
We walk through deserts dark as night; 

Till we arrive at heaven our home, 
Faith is our guide, and faith our light. 

The want of sight she well supplies, 
She makes the pearly gates appear 

Far into distant worlds she flies, 
And brings eternal glories near. 

Cheerful we tread the desert through, 
While faith inspires a heavenly ray, 

Though lions roar, and tempests blow, 
And rocks and dangers fill the way. 

So Abram by divine command 
Left his own house to walk with God; 

His faith beheld the promise'd land, 
And fire'd bis zeal along the road. 

WATTS. 
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PERIOD II.] THE WAR AGAINST SODOM. OF HAGAR. 

7. HISTORY OF ABRAM & LOT. ISHMAEL BORN. 

Genesis xxii. 9-xvi. 

Abram went into Egypt, because there was a •famine in 
Canaan. He told Sarai his wife to say to the king of Egypt, 
that she was his sister. The king took Sarai to his house, but 
God sent •plagues upon -Pharaoh, who soon after sent Sarai and 
Abram away. 

Abram was very rich in cattle, and silver, and gold. Lot 
had also many flocks, and herds, and tents. They journeyed 
together to Bethel. Their -herdsmen quarrelled because there 
was not food enough for all their cattle. Abram wished that 
there should be no strife between them. He told Lot to choose 
a part of the land for himself, and he chose the Plain of Jor-
dan, near Sodom, because it was well watered. Abram dwelt 
in Canaan. The men of Sodom were very wicked. God 
renewed his promises to Abram, who removed to the plain of 
Mamre. 

Four kings made war against the cities of the plain of Sodom. 
They conquered the kings of the plain, and they took Lot 
prisoner. Abram armed his servants, and pursued the four 
kings. He defeated them, and brought back Lot and all his 
goods. -Melchizedek, •king of Salem, and -priest of the most 
High God, met Abram and blessed him. God afterwards 
renewed his promises to Abram, and said his seed should be 
as numerous as the stars of heaven. Abram then had a •vision, 
and God made known to him the future -bondage of his 
descendants in Egypt. 

•Hagar was Sarai's -handmaid whom she gave to Abram. 
Hagar •despised her mistress,*and fled from her. The angel of 
the Lord found Hagar in the wilderness. He told her to 
return, and •submit to her mistress. He said she should 
have a son, and call his name -Ishmael. He said Ishmael 
should be a -wild man ; that his hand should be against every 
man, and every man's hand against him. Hagar called the 
name of the Lord that spake unto her "Thou God seest me." 
The well was called Beer-la-leaf-roi. Soon after this Ishmael 
was born; at which time Abram was eighty-six years old. 
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"THOU GOD SEEST ME." 	[2347-1635 B.C. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

famine—scarcity of food, probably 
from long continued drought. 

plagues—' strokes;' in Mictions of Di-
vine vengeance on account of sine. 

Pharaoh—' the sun;' a name assumed 
by several of the ancient kings of Egypt. 

herdsmen—care-takers of cattle; tbe 
patriarcho who followed the pastoral. 
life had large possessions of flocks and 
bards. At this early period, the ]and was 
not enclosed for culture. In summer 
the shepherds moved northward for the 
protection which the hill-country af-
forded from the heat, and in the winter 
(bey removed to the plains of the south. 

Melchizedek—' king of righteousness;' 
it is not known whether he lied a prede-
cessor or successor in bis kingly and 
priestly office. He wax probably one 
of the chief princes of the Canaenites. 

king—the chief magistrate or highest 
authority in a country. 

priest—one appointed to offer sacri-
lices for others. 

vision—a supernatural appearance of 
future events, usually shown in dreams 
et night, or in a trance. 

bondage— servitude by compulsion, 
Dot by mutuel agreement; slavery. 

Hagar—an Egyptian slave, a descend-
ant ofHam. Les. 4, 'servants.' 

handmaid—a female servant who 
waits et hand. 

despised—scorned ; bebaved contemp-
tuously or disrespectfully. 

submit —to yield meekly and obedi-
ently, not answering again. 

Ishmael—' God shall bear;' because 
God heard Hagar's sighs of grief when 
in the wilderness. 

wild—of a roving disposition ; not 
subject to the restreints of a settled 
community; living by plunder; at 
continuel war, but never in subjection. 
Such are the descendants of Ishmael, 
the Arabs, at the present day. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
PLAIN, &c.—the southern part of the 

valley of the river Jordan; this region 
was very fertile, part of it was called the 
plein of Siddim, where stood Sodom, 
Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboim, and Zoar. 

JORDAN —' fast-flowing ;' so called 
from the rapidity and the strength of its 
current. Notwithstanding the turbid 
state of the river, yet when its water 
is drawn off and allowed to stand, it 
speedily becomes clear and agreeable., 
and reteins its purity fora long time. 

MAMRE—a plain near Hebron ; it 
is supposed that the name Mamre was 
derived from one of the three chieftains 
who accompanied Abram in the pur-
suit of Chedorlaomer. 

SALEM—' pence ;' the city of which 
Melchizedek was king; it is supposed to 
have been the first name for Jerusalem. 

BEER-LA-tkAI-ROI—'the Well Of 
Him that. secte me;' it is in the wilder-
nesa of Shur, on the south of Canaan. 

THE ALL-SEEING GOD. 
"THOU GOD SEEST ME." 

Lord thou hast search'd and seen md through, 
Thine eye commands with piercing view, 
My rising and my resting hours, 
My heart and all its inward powers. 

My thoughts, before they are my own, 
Are to my God distinctly known ; 
He knows the words 1 mean to speak, 
Ere from my opening lips they break. 
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PERIOD IL] THE NAMES OF ABRAM AND GARAI CHANGED. 

Within thy circling power I stand; 
On every side I find thy band : 
Awake, asleep, at home, abroad,. 
I am surrounded still with God. 

Amazing knowledge, vast and great! 
What large extent; what lofty height! 
My soul, with all the powers I boast, 
Is in the boundless prospect lost. 

O may these thoughts possess my breast, 
Where'er I rove, where'er I rest! 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Consent to sin, for God is there. 

WATTS. 

8. THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM. 
Genesis xvii.-xix. 29. 

When Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord 
appeared to him, and said unto him, "I am the •Almighty 
God; •walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make 
my •covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee 
exceedingly." God then said to Abram, "And thou shalt be a 
father of many nations; neither shall thy name any more 
be called Abram, but thy name shall be •Abraham, for a father 
of many nations have I made thee." God also changed the 
name of Sarai to Sarah; and said she should be a mother of 
nations. Sarah was then nearly ninety years old. God said 
the name of Abraham's son should be •Isaac. 

Three •angels visited Abraham, and were entertained by 
him. The promise of a son was repeated, and the coming 
destruction of the cities and people of Sodom was made 
known to him. God said their sins were very •grievous. 
Abraham •interceded for Sodom, saying, "Wilt thou also 
destroy the •righteous with the wicked P" The Lord answered 
that he would not destroy the city if there were ten righteous 
men in it. 

Two angels went to Lot, and he entertained them in his 
house. The men of Sodom wanted to do wickedly. The 
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SODOM AND GOMORRAH OVERTHROWN. [2347-1635 B.C. 

angels struck the me 
 Lot and his 

•merciful to him. God 
daughters in Zoâr. 
Gomorrak -brimstone 
the cities of the Plain of Jor 
Lot's wife disobeyed the divin 

 they fled from the city; she 
a pillar of salt. Abraham aro 
looked toward Sodom; he 
country went up like the smoke 

with blindness. They 
he city, the Lord being 

to take -refuge with his 
med upon Sodom and 
heaven. He overthrew 

dan, and all the inhabitants. 
ne command, not to look back 
looked behind her, and became 
se early the next morning and 
saw that the smoke of the 
of a •furnace. 

en of Sodom 
family from t 
•permitted Lo 
God then rai 

and fire from 

Lot 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Almighty God—the True God, the 

only Lord who bas all power in heaven, 
and in eartb ; the worshippers of idols 
supposed their deities to possess attri-
bules limited to their rank and duties. 
The truie object of worship is, however, 
ALMIOHTV. 

walk before—obey me confidently and 
cbeerfully, as one who walks in the 
full light of day. The term implies 
auceasing obedience. 

covenant—the solemn promise or en- 
~cagement ol'Jehovah to bestow petal iar 
blessings on Abram and his posterity ; 
which promise enjoined npon them the 
duty of unswerving obedience to his 
Will. When parties who were equal 
made covenants either was at perfect 
liberty to accept or not accept the 
proposal of the other; but when God 
covenants with any of his creatures he 
only proposes and mon accepta. 

Abraham—' father of many nations;' 
sot only was be the father of the Israel-
iles, but the Ishmaelites, the Midianites, 
and other nations traced their origin 
alike to him. 

Sarah—' princess of a multitude.' 
Isaac—'joy ;' because Abraham taugh-

ed with delight when God repeated his 
promise of e son, whose mother should 
he Sarah. 

aagela—'messengers;' the holy and 
blessed spirits who are in the pre-
amce of the Lord, ever ready to execute 
bu will. 

griesous—heavy; hard to be borne; 
causing a feeling of grief. 

interceded—prayed for; stood for a 
time between them and punishment. 
righteous — persons who regulated 

their life by the laws of God, so as to 
please him. Those who act justly and 
benevolently are 'righteous.' 

merciful—compassionate; pitiful. Pa. 
ciii. 8. 13. 

permitted—allowed in answer to his 
prayer. 

refuge—shelter ; protection. 
brimstone.. the inflammable and suffo-

cating properties of this mineral ren. 
dered it an effective agent in this work 
of speedy and complete destruction. 

furnace—metals are melted in fur- 
noces, therefore an intense heat in 
required ; the quantity of fuel they 
consume occasions much smoke. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

ZOAR—'small;' though threatened 
with the same destruction as that which 
fell on the other cities of the plain of 
Sodom t was spared at Lot'a entreaty; 
its Tor r name was Bela. 

SODOM AND GOMORRAH—two Of the 
citiez of the plain of Siddim ; the Dead 
Sea or Salt Lake which now covers the 
site is about fifty miles long and eight 
miles wide; the Arabe call this lake 
the' Ses of Lot.' 
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PERIOD II.] 	ABRAHAM DECEIVES ABIMELECH. 

• THE DEAD SEA. 

"AND HE OVERTHREW THOSE CITIES, AND ALL THE PLAIN, AND ALL THE 
INHABITANTS." 

THE wind blows chill across those gloomy waves— 
Oh! how unlike the green and dancing main! 

The surge is foui, as if it roll'd o'er graves;- 
Stranger,—here lie the cities of the plain. 

Yes, on the plain, by wild waves covered now, 
Rose palace once, and sparkling pinnacle; 

On pomp and spectacle beam'd morning's glow, 
On pomp and festival the twilight fell. 

Lovely and splendid all,—but Sodom's soul 
Was stain'd with blood, and pride, and perjury; 

Long warn'd, long spare'd, till lier whole heart was foul, 
And fiery vengeance on its clouds came nigh. 

Ahd still she mock'd, and dance'd, and taunting, spoke 
Her sportive blasphemies against the Throne ;-

It came ! The thunder on her slumber broke 
God spake the word of wrath! Her dream was done. 

Yet, in her final night, amid ber stood 
Immortal messenger, and pausing Heaven 

Pleaded with man, but she was quite imbued, 
Her last hour wane'd, she scorn'd to be forgiven ! 

'Twas done !—down pour'd at once the sulphurous shower, 
Down stoop'd in flame, the heaven's red canopy, 

Oh! for the arm of God in that fierce hour !- 
'Twas vain, nor help of God or man was nigh. 

They rush, they bound, they howl, the men of sin 
Still stoop'd the cloud, still burst the thicker blaze; 

The earthquake heave'd !—then sank the hideous din !- 
Yon wave of darkness o'er, their ashes strays. 

CROLY. 

9. THE BIRTH OF ISAAC. THE TRIAL 0F. 
ABRAHAM'S FAITH. 

Genesis xx.-xxiii. 
After the •destruction of the cities of the plain Abraham 

went •southwards and •sojourned in Gerar. He deceived 
•Abimelech, the king, by saying Sarah was his sister. God 
came to Abimelech in a •dream and told him to restore Sarah 
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ABRAHAM S FAITH TRIED. SARAH DIES. [2347-1635 B.C. 

to Abraham. Abimelech reproved Abraham for his •deceit, 
but afterwards made him -presents. 

The son which God promised to Abraham was born. 
Abraham called the child's name Isaac. Abraham was then a 
hundred years old. He and his family lived at Beersheba. 
Ishmael mocked Isaac ; -and for this -ôffence lie and bis mother 
were cast out of Abraham's bouse. Hagar went with her son 
into the Wilderness of Beersheba. Hagar thought Ishmael 
would die of thirst, but God provided water for them both. 
God promised Hagar that he would make of Ishmael a great 
nation. Ishmael grow up in the wilderness, and became an 
•archer. His mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. 

God commanded Abraham to -offer up his son Isaac as a 
sacrifice. Abraham prepared to obey God. He went to a 
mountain which God told him of in the land of Moriah. 
There he built an altar, upon which he laid his son; but as he 
was about to slay him the •angel of the Lord said, "Lay not 
thine hand upon the •lad, neither do thou any thing unto him : 
for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from me." Abraham then 
offered up a •ram which God had provided instead of Isaac. 
Thus was Abraham's faith -tried, and the sacrifice of Isaac 
prevented. God again blessed Abraham for his obedience. 
Sarah died at the age of one-hundred-and-twenty-seven years. 
Abraham bought of •Ephron, the Hittite, the field and •cave of 
Machpelah for a burying place. There he buried Sarah. 
Sarah is the only woman whose age is recorded in the Bible. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

destrxction—complete burning ap of 
the inhabitants and the plain; the site 
was then overflowed by the waters of 
the Jordan. 

uoaIhrcards—towards the meridian, or 
place of the sun et neon. 

rojourned—resided for a time, not 
settled ; we are sojourners upon earth 
as oar fathers were. 

Abimelech—' father of the king e 
eommon naine of the kings of Oerar, 
indicating the hereditary nature of 
their royalty. 

dream—God often made known his 
will In the anrients in dreams. Lesson 
7, 'vision,' and Job xxxiii. 14-16. 

dereit—falsehood in word or set; the 
fear of man was a snare to Abraham, 
and caused him to lie. 

presents—' gifla;' either to make 
amends for his detention of Sarah, or 
to secure :Abraham', friendebip now that 
he knew he was the' friend of God.' 

offence—sin; God bas always es-
presaed bis displeasure against the cm of 
moekior. Les. 4, 'mocked' &'servants.' 
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PERIOD II.] 	THE ANGUISH OF HAGAR. 

archer—skilled in the use of the bow 
and arrow, both as a hanter and a 
warrior. 

offer up—slay him as e being devoted 
to God in sacrifice. 

angel of the Lord—' messenger;' one 
that is ment to execute the orders of 
Divine Providence. 

lad—e youth; Isaac was at this time 
about twenty-tive years of age. 

ram—a male goat or sheep, much used 
in sacrifice in after times. 

tried—proved hie faith in Goda power 
to raise Isaac again from the dead. 
Hebrewa xi. 19. 

Ephron—a descendant of Heth i the 
owner ot' the plot of ground which 
Abraham purchased for e burial place; 
this curious transaction is fully re-
oorded at the close of the twenty-third 
chapter of Genesis. 

cave--a naturel or artificiel excava- 

tion ; caves were used in ancient times 
as burial places. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
GERAR—a royal city and country of 

the Philistines, near Gaza, theterritory 
of which was extensive. 

BEERSSIERA—'the well of the oath 
was the place in the south of Canaan 
where Abraham and Abimelech, king of 
Gerar, made a covenant of peace. 

WILDERNESS—an uncultivated and 
dreary district • the wilderness here 
spoken of extended southward from Pal-
estine to Mpunt Sinai. Leas. 25.' W. 
of Paran: 

MoRIAH—the name of a mountain on 
the north-east of Jerusalem. 

MACHPRLAH—the name of the cave, 
near Hebron, which Abraham pur-
chased of Ephron, the Hittite. Several 
of the patriarche and their wives were 
buried there. 

HAGAR IN THE DESERT. 

"GOD OPENED HER EYES, AND SHE SAW A WELL OF WATER." 

Injur'd, hopeless, faint, and weary, 
Sad, indignant, and forlorn, 

Through the desert wild and dreary, 
Hoagar leads the child of scorn. 

Who can speak a mother's anguish, 
Paiuted in that tearless eye, 

Which beholds ber darling languish, 
Languish unreliev'd, and die. 

Lo! the empty pitcher fails her, 
Perishing with thirst he lies, 

Death with deep despair assails her, 
Piteous as for aid he cries. 

From the dreadful image flying, 
Wild she rushes from the sight; 

In the agonies of dying, 
Can she see her soul's delight? 

Lo! the angel of the Lord, 
Comes thy great distress to cheer, 

Listen to the gracious word, 
See, divine relief is near. 
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ELIEZE$'9 MISSION TO PADAN-ARAM. [2347-1635 B.C. 

"Lift thine eyes, behold yon fountain, 
Sparkling 'mid those fruitful trees; 

Lo! beneath yon sheltering mountain 
Smile for thee green bowers of ease. 

"In the hour of sore affliction, 
God hath seen and pitied thee; 

Cheer thee in the sweet conviction, 
Thou henceforth his care shall be." 

Mas. TIGRE. 

10. THE MARRIAGE OF ISAAC. 
Genesis xxiv.-xxv. 6, 12-18, & xi. 10,11. 

When Abraham was very old, he called his •faithful servant 
•E]iezer to him ; and made him promise not to take a wife for 
Isaac from the daughters of the Canaanites. He told him to 
journey into Mesopotamia, and bring Isaac a wife from Abra-
ham's own kindred. Eliezer obeyed the directions of Abraham, 
and went to the city of Nahor. It was -evening when Eliezer 
came to a well near the city, to which the women usually came 
to •draw water; and while his-camels rested, he prayed to the 
Lord for success, saying," O Lord God of my master Abraham 
1 pray thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness 
unto my master Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the well 
of water; and the -daughters of the men of the city come out 
to draw water; and let it come to pass, that the -damsel to 
whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I 
may drink; and she shall say, Drink and I will give thy 
camels drink also; let the same be she that thou hast 
appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know 
that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master." As soon 
as he had finished his prayer, -Rebekah, a daughter of 
Bethuel, Abraham's nephew, came to draw water. The 
servant asked her to give him drink, she did so, and also 
drew water for his camels. When Eliezer knew who she was 
he •blessed God for having brought him to his master's kindred. 
Re afterwards went to her father's house, where he told bis 
errand, and asked Rebekah in marriage for Isaac. Bethuel, 
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PERIOD II.] 	REBEKAH GOES INTO CANAAN. 

and his son •Laban, answered, « The thing -proceedeth from the 
Lord ;" and Rebekah •consented to go with Eliezer. They 
-blessed her and sent her away with her -nurse: Rebekah first 
saw Isaac when he was •meditating in the fields. She became 
his wife, and Isaac loved her. 

Soon after Isaac's marriage, Abraham married Keturah, and 
had six sons. Ishmael became the father of twelve princes. 
Shem was the last of the race who had lived before the flood. 
He died at the age of six-hundred years. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

faithful-true to his master', com-
mands; loyal. 

Eliezer—' God's help;' it is thought 
he was a kinsman of Abraham. 

promise—this was in the form of an 
oath, which form pledged Eliezer to act 
true to his own convictions of God's 
faithfulness to Abraham and bis seed. 

evening—in the east evening or early 
dawn is better suited to laborioaaduties 
than the middle of the day, owing to 
the great heat at noon. 

draw—the wells being generally deep, 
the water is drawn up by menas of a 
bucket attached to a rope. 

cames-' carrier; au eastern beast of 
burden which bas been called "the 
ship of the desert." The camel la 
endued with great strength. He ta 
taught to kneel to receive his load, to 
be disburthened, to drink, &c. 

daughlera—women of every rank per-
form thia laborious tank. 

damaei—a young unmarried woman. 
pilcher—an earthen vessel with two 

handles; it was carried on the hand 
or left shoulder, and held by the right 
band, and when presented to any one 
was supported on the left. hand. 

Rebekah—' noose;' she was cousin to 
Isaac. 

Bethuel—tbe father of Rebekah; he 
was a son of Nahor, A braham's brother. 

blessed God—praised the Lord for his 
goodness. 

Laban—Rebekah'a brother; the eldest 
son of Bethuel. 

pmceedelh, 4c.—they saw the whole 
affair was of God's appointment. 

consented—being one who treated in 
the Lord, and feared to offend him, she 
offered no objection to this uncommon 
proceeding. 

blessed—wished ber great prosperity. 
nurse—in the east this domestic in 

regarded as a second purent; she not 
only rears the children but often 
accompanies a married daughter to 
ber new borne to be ber adviser, as-
sistant, and friend. 

meditaling—probably thinking de-
voutly of God's promises with regard 
to his seed. 

princes—chiefs of tribes or clans. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

MESopOTAM1A—a large province Of 
Asia, situated between the rivers Eu-
phrates and Tigris. In a part of Meso-
potamia, called the Land of Shinar, 
were the first dwellings of men after 
the deluge, when they began to build 
the Tower of Babel. In the same 
plain after many years, the great city 
Babylon was built. Mesopotamia 
became a part ofthe Assyrien Empire, 
and afterward,, successively, of the 
Babylonian, Persian, and Macedonian 
Empires. It is now included in 
Perlia. 
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HISTORY OF JOB. 	[Z347-1635 B.C. 

ISAAC AND REBEKAH. 

"SUE BECAME HIS WIFE, AND HE LOVED H ER; AND ISAAC WAS COMFORTED AFTER 
HIS MOTHER'S DF AT*L' 

It was the solemn hour of eve, 
When twilight shades were gathering o'er him, 

That Isaac wander'd forth to grieve 
The recent loss of her that bore him; 

And when that tender friend is gone, 
The heart conceives it bath no other; 

And all the joys that life bas known, 
Seem parted with a parted mother. 

But while to him the path of life 
Look'd darksome through the tears of sorrow, 

Rebekah came—his promis'd wife— 
To bid him dream of joy to-morrow; 

And if there be a human art 
Unknown to sister, friend, or brother, 

It is a wife's to wean the heart 
From Borrowing o'er a parted mother— 

It is a wife's with radiant eye 
To light a husband's path of sadness, 

As twilight stars steal on the sky 
To fill the darkening vales with gladness ; 

It is a wife's to soothe the breast ; 
(The breast that loves her—loves no other), 

With earnest of that holy rest, 
When he shall join a parted mother. 

W. KNox. 

11. THE HISTORY OF JOB. 
Book of Job. 

•Job, it is supposed, lived in the time of Abraham. His 
possessions were in the land of Uz in Idumea. He was a 
very good man, and God had blessed him with large flocks 
and herds, and with seven sons and three daughters, and he 
was the greatest man in the East. 

Satan -obtained leave to 'tempt Job; one messenger came to 
tell him that all bis cattle had been carried off by a band of 
•Sabeans ; another messenger came and said the lire of God 
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PERIOD II.] 	JOB'S CONTBOVEESY. 

had fallen from heaven, and burned up all his sheep ; another 
came and told him that three bands of Chaldeans had fallen 
upon his camels, and carried them away; another brought 
him word that a wind had smitten the house in which all his 
children were assembled, and they were slain. 

Job's faith in God was not shaken by these calamities; he 
•bowed with •submission to •God's will and said, "The Lord 
gave, and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of 
the Lord." 

After this Satan was permitted to tempt Job still further, 
and Job was •smitten with a painful disease, which covered hie 
body from the sole of his foot to his crown. His wife then 
tempted him to forsake God, but he answered," What ! shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil." In all this Job did not sin with his lips. Three of his 
friends, •Eliphaz, •Bildad, and •Zophar, came to him to comfort 
him ; instead of which they •aggravated bis distress, by telling 
him that his afflictions were sent upon him as a punishment 
for some great sin. Job denied the accusation, and in declar-
ing his own innocence, •evinced some impatience at the afflictions 
he endured. He allowed that God afflicts the wicked, and 
blesses the righteous, but he also shewed them that the 
righteous often have to bear severe •trials. One of his friends 
named •Elihu, a younger person than those who had spoken, 
then reproved Job's three friends for condemning Job, and 
shewed that God is just in all his ways. He called on Job to 
•reflect upon his own impatience, and to remember that God's 
power and wisdom are far beyond man's •comprehension. 

After this God addressed Job out of the whirlwind, showing 
him by •reference to bis own mighty power as displayed in 
the formation and •condition of the •universe, and the strength 
and structure of many of the large animals which inhabit 
it, the •insignificance and •ignorance of man. Job then humbled 
himself, and said," Behold I am •vile, what shall I answer thee, 
I will lay mine hand upon my mouth." He also said unto the 
Lord, "I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no
thought is •withholden from thee. I repent in •dust and ashes." 
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HISTO$Y OF JOB. 	[2347-1635 B.C. 

God reproved the three friends of Job; but he healed Job 
of his disease, blessed him with greater riches than he had 
possessed before, and gave him, also, another family of sons 
and daughters, many servants, and large possessions. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Job—' to repent,' 'to praise;' it is 
generally supposed that this much 
fried yet highly favoured servant of 
God, lived in the time of Abraham; 
others consider that he lived in the 
time of Moses. 

obtained leave—without the Divine 
permission, not even Satan himself cnn 
inflict injury upon one of God's child-
ren. l Cor. x. 13. 

tempt—try or prove; Job  'a profession 
of faith in God and submission to his 
will was tested by severe afflictions. 
James v. 11 and 1 Peter i. 7. 

Sabeans—the descendants of Sheba, 
one of Shem's posterity; their territory 
lay in the northern part of Arabia, be-
tween the Red Sea & the Indian Ocean. 

calamities—troubles; painful bereave-
ments. 

bowed—fell prostrate; this expressive 
mode of showing respect, humility, 
and grief still prevails in the East. 

submission—the yielding np of one's 
own wiU unreservedly. 1 Pet. v. 6. 

God's will—made known by those 
painful dispensations which were not 
the reanlibf Job'a folly or wickedness, 
but which had their origin in the 
sovereign will of Aim who bas power 
to give life or to take it away. 

milten..a sodden personal affliction 
manifested upon him. 

Eliphaz—' God my strength;' a native 
of Teman, a city of Idumea. 

Bildad—a resident of Sbuah, a district 
eau t of Arabia Petrea. 

Zophar—' forward;' a citizen of 
Naamah, in Edom. 

aggravated—increased ; made more 
distressing by their suspicions of his 
moral rectitude. 

evinced—showed; expressed. 
trials—sufferings; afflictions. 
Elihu—' God Jehovah;' he was a 

native of Buz in Arabia. 
reflect—to meditate upon; to remem. 

ber his impatience with grief. 
comprehension—understanding; grasp 

of thought. 
reference—.pointiug to; naming ex-

pressly. 
condition—state and relation of the 

various elements of the material 
creation. 

universe—the world, and all the be-
ings which inhabit it; the system of 
worlds above and around us. 

insignificance—littlenesa; weakness. 
ignorance—want of knowledge. 
vile—mean; a creature of earth—as a 

worm compared with God. 
withholden—kept back ; concealed. 
dust and ashes—sitting in dust, as a 

token of humiliation, and casting salies 
on the head as a symbol of great grief, 
were practices common in the East. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Uzan extensive district in Idamea 
it was first settled by the descendants of 
Uz or Huz, one of Shem's posterity. 

IoowtEA—the country to the south of 
Canaan, called also Edom; it extends 
into Arabia Petrea and to the bordera 
of the Red Sea; it was first inhabited 
by a powerful tribe called Hornes, 
and afterwards by the descendants of 
Esau, who are called Edomites; its 
climate was agreeable, and its soi] 
fruitful, and it wax defended by a 
natural fortress of rocks. Less. 13. 
4  Mount Soir.' 
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PERIOD Il.] 	JOB'3 COMPLAINT. 

"I WAS NUT IN SAFETY, NEITHER HAI) I REST, NEITHER WAS I QUIET; YET 
TROUBLE CAME." 

Of all my race there breathes not one, 
To comfort or deplore me; 

Pain wakes a pulse in every bone, 
And death is closing o'er me. 

Still doth his lifted stroke delay, 
Protracted tortures dooming, 

I feel ere life has pass'd away, 
His very worm consuming. 

Night spreads her mantle o'er the sky, 
And all around are sleeping, 

While I in tears of agony, 
My restless couch am steeping. 

I sigh for morn—the rising day 
Awakes the earth to gladness, 

I turn with sickening soul away 
It smiles upon my sadness. 

A crown of glory grace'd my hrow, 
While nations bent before me; 

Princes and hoary sires would bow, 
To flatter and adore me. 

To me the widow turn'd for aid, 
And ne'er in vain address'd me; 

For me the grateful orphan prayed, 
The soul of misery bless'd me. 

I rais'd the drooping wretch that pine'd 
In lonely anguish lying; 

Was balm unto the wounded mind, 
And solace to the dying; 

Till one stern stroke of all my state, 
Of all my bliss, bereft me; 

And I was worse than desolate, 
For God himself had left me. 

All hope on earth for ever fled 
A higher hope remaineth; 

Ev'n while his wrath is o'er me shed, 
I know my Saviour reigneth. 

The worm may waste this withering clay, 
When flesh and spirit sever; 

My soul shall see eternal day, 
Ad dwell with God for ever. 	DALE. 
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JACOB OBTAINS ESAU's BIRTHRIGHT. [2347-1635 B.C. 

12. THE HISTORY OF ISAAC. HE BLESSES 
HIS SONS. 

Genesis xxv. 20-xxviii. 

Abraham died at the age of one-hundred-and-seventy-five 
years. -His sons Isaac, and Ishmael buried him in the cave 
of Machpelah. Twenty years after Isaac and Rebekah were 
married they had two sons. The Lord told Rebekah before 
they were born, that the elder should serve the younger. This 
was •fulfilled many years after in their descendants. -Esau was 
the first-born, and •Jacob was the younger son. Esau was a 
•cunning hunter, a man of the field. Jacob was à -plain man 
dwelling in •tents. Esau came from the field weary and faint. 
He asked Jacob for his red pottage. Jacob would not give it to 
him except for his •birthright. Esau thought his birthright was 
of little use, and sold it to Jacob for his pottage. They were 
then thirty years of age. 

There was a famine in Canaan, and Isaac went to Gerar. 
God confirmed to Isaac the promises he had made to Abraham. 
Isaac told the men of Gerar that Rebekah was his sister. 
The king afterwards reproved Isaac for his deceit. Isaac's 
flocks and herds increased very much. The herdsmen of 
Gerar quarrelled with Isaac's herdsmen about the wells of 
water. Isaac left Gerar, and dwelt in Beersheba. Some 
years after, Ishmael died in the -presence of his brethren. 

When Isaac was old his eyes were -dim, and he could not 
see. He called his son, Esau, to bless him. Rebekah wished 
Jacob to have the blessing, and she and Jacob -deceived Isaac. 
Isaac gave Jacob the first-born's blessing, saying, " God give 
thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and 
plenty of corn and wine: let people serve thee, and nations 
bow down to thee : be lord over thy brethren, and let thy 
mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that 
curseth thee, and blessed be every one that blesseth thee." 
When Esau came in, Isaac knew that he had been deceived, 
and he blessed Esau also, saying, "Behold, thy dwelling shall 
be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from 
above; and by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy 
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PERIOD II.] 	JACOB FLEES INTO PADAN-GRAM. 

brother; and it shall come to pass when thon shalt have the 
dominion, that thon shalt break his yoke from off thy neck." 
Esau •hated Jacob for having obtained their father's greatest 
blessing; and he said he would slay Jacob. Jacob fled to Laban, 
his mother's brother, at Padan-aram; on his way he had a 
vision at Bethel. God promised to protect and bless him in 
all places, and bring him again into Canaan. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Hia sons, 4o.—though living at a dis- Lord's service, great dignity, and 
tance from one another, it would seem superiority over brethren. 
that they maintained a friendly inter- 	preeence—surrounded by bis relatives 
course. 	 probably the children of Abraham and 

_{utlled—took place as had been fore- Keturah are referred to in the term 
told. 	 'brethren.' 

Esau—'covered with hair;' lie was of dim—a film lied obscured hie power of 
a daring, hasty spirit; resentful, but sight; as old age advances a gradual 
forgiving; it does not appear that he decay of the menses takes place. 
was under the influence of the fear of deceived—Rebekah being aware that 
God. He was called Edom, or `red.' Jacob was the object of Goda special 
from the circumstance of selling bis favor, felt, os was natural, peculi4lly 
birthright fora mess of red pottage. 	unxions about him; but this feeling 

Jacob—' heeler." supplanter'; he was , was not kept in proper subjection to 
a man of domestic virtues and ! the law of God, hence she conceived 
affections; eminent for piety; a man of i a plan for deceiving her husband, into 
faith and prayer. In all his troubles which Jacob unhappily fell. She did 
lie sought for succour from God alone, this to render sure the promise of God 
whose band lie recognised in all the that 'the elder should serve the 
affaira of life. 	 I younger ;' but he who promised that 

cunning—clever in the chase; skilf nl Jacob should have the sovereignty 
in the pursuit of one's calling. Exod. over hie brother was able to bring it 
xxxv. 35 ; 1 Kings vii. 14. 	 to pass, without necessitating any of 

plain—quiet; prudent; fondofhome; his children to acts of dishonour and 
not given to daring exploits. injustice. Lesson 13, deceived. 

tenta—are still used in the East. I hated—a feeling of indignation and 
Esau's life sometimes compelled him to contempt at Jacoba deceit; and dislike and resentment towards him for hay. take shelter in trees and caves, or to  
lie exposed upon the ground • Jacob ing obtained that blessing which some 
preferred the calmer life of dwelling years before lie had bartered for a 
in tenta. Lesson 2,'tente. 	 mess of poltage. Esau s hatred did 

not however continue to the end of hie 
birthright—the chief blessing belong- I life; Lesson 13. 'reconciled: 

ed to the first-born by right ; still it 
might be forfeited vnhmtarily, as in j 	GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
this case, or on account cf crime; I PADAN-AHAM—a district in the north-
1 Chron, v. i. The chief blessing ern part of Mesopotamia in which soma 
included special consecration to the of Abraham's kindred were settled. 
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JACOB SERVES LABAN. 	[2347-1635 B.C. 

PAYER OF JACOB. 

'I An WITH TREE AND WILL KEEP THEE IN ALL PLACES WHITHER THOU GOEST." 

O God of Bethel! by whose hand 
Thy people still are fed; 

Who, through this weary pilgrimage, 
Hast all our fathers led! 

Our vows, our prayers, we now present 
Before thy throne uf grace; 

God of our fathers, he the God 
Of their succeeding race. 

Through each perplexing path of life 
Our wandering footsteps guide, 

Give us •each day, our daily bread, 
And raiment fit provide! 

O spread thy covering wings around, 
Till all our wanderings cease, 

And at. our Father's love'd abode 
Our feet arrive in peace 1 

Now with the humble voice of prayer 
Thy mercy we implore; 

Then with the grateful voice of praise 
Thy goodness we'll adore. 

Loc AH. 

13. JACOB SERVES LABAN. HE RETURNS TO 
CANAAN. 

Genesis xxix-xxxiv. 
Jacob came into the land of the people of the east; he 

inquired for Laban, the son of Nahor, when he came to -a well 
at Haran. To this well •Rachel, a daughter of Laban, came 
to water her father's sheep. Jacob made himself known to 
Rachel, and Laban received him with much kindness. While 
Jacob lived at Padan-aram he kept the flocks of Laban, hie 
uncle. He agreed to serve Laban seven years, for hie 
daughter Rachel. Laban -deceived him, and gave him -Leah. 
He served again other seven years for Rachel. He married 
both Laban'a daughters, and he had many children. 
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PERIOD II.j 	JACOB RETURNS INTO CANAAN. 

God blessed Jacob, and his riches increased exceedingly; ,, 
he had much cattle, and many maid-servants, men-servants, 
and •camels, and •asses. He stayed with Laban twenty years. 
Laban and his sons •envied Jacob, because of his great riches. 
Jacob left Laban, and took with him his wives and children. 
Laban followed him and overtook him on Mount Gilead; 
but •God came to Laban by night and said to him, "Take 
heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad." 

Rabhel had stolen her father's •images. Laban searched for 
them, but found them not, for she sat upon them; and Jacob 
was wroth with Laban: and said, Il What is my trespass P what 
is my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me P" He also 
said, "This twenty years have I been with thee ; thy ewes and 
thy she goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy 
flock have I not eaten. That which was torn of beasts I 
brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my hand didst 
thou require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night. 
Thus I was ; in the day the •drought consumed me, and the 
frost by night; and my sleep departed from mine eyes. Thus 
have I been twenty years in thy house ; I served thee fourteen 
years for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle: and 
thou hast changed my wages ten times. Except the God 
of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had 
been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now •empty. 
God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, 
and rebuked thee yesternight." Laban and Jacob •covenanted 
not to do harm to each other. 

The •angel of God met Jacob at Makanaim. Jacob heard 
that his brother Esau was coming towards him, and he feared 
to meet him; so he prayed to God to deliver him and his 
family from Esau's hand; he also sent messengers before him 
with a great •present. At Peniel God changed Jacob's name to 
•ISRAEL. The two brothers met, and were •reconciled to each 
other. Esau returned to Mount Seir. Jacob journeyed to 
Succoth ; he bought a parcel of land from the Shechemites, and 
e ected an altar there. Dinah, the daughter of Jacob, was 
'►.,n by the prince of Shechem. Afterwards, her brothers, 

,n and Levi, deceitfully slew many of the Shechemites. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [2347-1635 B.C. 

a seaU—in eastern countries wells are 
aF vast importance ; those near towns 
are frequented by the women of 
every family, hence they are suitable 
places for travellers to make inquiries. 

Rachel' ewe;' she was Jacob's 
cousin, ber rallier being the brother of 
bis mother Rebekah. This young 
end beautiful woman followed the avo-
cation of a ahepherdess, a thing not 
uncommon in those times. Exod. 
ii. 16,17. Rachel became the mother 
of two children—Joseph & Benjamin. 

deceired—a certain retribution attends 
every act of disobedience to the divine 
laws. 	Jacob had been guilty of 
deceiving bis father, and now he is 
himself deceived by bis own unele. 
Moreover Jacob was not privileged to 
see his mother any more, by whose 
aid he bad deceived his father. 

Leah—God compensated Leah for 
being lesv loved than kachel, by making 
ber the happy mother of seven children 
—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Issachar, Zebulun, and Dinah. 

came/s—hensta of burden adapted for 
travelling over sandy deserts. Less. 10. 

asses—eastern asses are larger and 
very superior ta those with which we 
are familiar; in many respects they 
are preferable to horses. 

envied—envy leads to other crimes, 
as in the case of Cain ; and there is 
little dnubt that the envy of Laban's 
sons would have urged Them to some 
desperate act, had not Jacob ied accord. 
ing to the Lord's command. 

God corne—as God's intervention is 
never unnecessary, it is evident that 
Laban and bis company bad intended 
to inflict some injnry upon Jacob. 

imagea—probably small figures in 
human shape; snob household gods 
were long a source of iniquity in Israel. 

drorgkl, 4c.—so excessive are the 
summer beats in Canaan that the grass 
in often burned up ; while the night 
dews render the atmosphere very cold. 

emp[q—Jacob apprehended that La-
ban intended to rob him of ail that he  

had acquired in Padan-aram—his wives, 
children, and property. 

angels rnei,ec to comfort him after 
one trial, and to prepare him for ano-
therjust at hand. 

present—in the East gifla are pre-
sented to superiors; the presentation of 
which indicates the inferiority of the 
party presenting them. 

Israel—'beholding God,' or 'the 
prince that prevailed with God;' the sur-
name of Jacob which was afterwards 
applied to bis whole posterity. 

reconciled—friendship was restored, 
and distrust of each other removed. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
MOUNT GILEAD—'heap Of testi-

mony;' the mountains of Gilend lie east 
of the Jordan, end extend from Anti-
lihanus southward into Arabia Patres. 
On one of these bills was Galecd, the 
heap of witness, of Jacob and Laban. 

MANANAtM—'two hosts;' a Levitiçal 
city beyond the Jordan, between Mount 
Gilead end the brook Jabbok: its name 
was given t0 it by Jacob because t.he 
angels of God met him there on bis 
return from Padsn-aram into Canaan. 

PENIEL Or PENIIEL—'the vision of 
God' a place east nf the Jordan near 
the fiord of the brook Jabbok, nt which 
Jacob received the name Of ISRAEL. 

MOSNT SEin—the mountainous tract 
to the south of Canaan extending from 
the southern extremity of the Dead 
Sea to Ezion-geber. This country 
was inhabited by the posterity-of Essu, 
and called Edom. Less. 11, ' Idumen ' 

SaeeoTtt—`tents;' the first encamp-
ment of the Israelites after they left 
Egypt; also a city of Gilead at which 
Jacob dwelt before he went to Shechem. 

SHECNP.M—'part or portion;' a city 
of Ephraim, forty miles from Jeru-
salem, situated in the valley between 
Mte. Ebal and Gerizim. At this place 
the sons of Jacob, Simeon & Levi, slew 
the Shechewites dereitfully. Near 
Shechem was Jacob's well, and the 
arcel ni ground which Jacob gave to 

lii. soli Joseph. 
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PERIOD II.] 	THE NAME OF JACOB CHANGED. 

BROTHERLY FORGIVENESS. 
"AND E$AU RAN TO MEKT JACOB, AND EMBRACED HIM, AND FELL ON DIS NEC14 

AND K14RED H1M." 

We walk together side by side, 
Within one hamlet we abide, 

And play beneath the same green tree; 
Along the self same path we roam, 
The like temptations round us come, 
And ait are pilgrims hastening home, 

Where Christ our Lord shall ever be. 
We must not linger in the race, 
To look into each other's face, 

And count the sins our brothers do, 
And tell them o'er, as though we found, 
A pleasure in the grievous sound, 
As though our own hands were not bound, 

And we had nothing had to rue. 
Each has his own appointed part, 
To watch the sins of bis own beart, 

To keep his bridal garment bright; 
The beam is dark in his own eye, 
He must not scan too curiously, 
The little motes that dimly lie, 

And darken less his brother's light. 
VERSES FOR IIOLY SEASONS. 

14. BENJAMIN BORN. JOSEPH'S EARLY HISTORY. 
Genesis xxxiv.-xxxvii. & xxxix. 

After Jacob had lived some time at Shechem God commanded 
him to remove to Bethel, and to put away the •strange gods 
from his 'household; he built an altar at Bethel. At this place 
God had appeared to him when he fled from Esau on his way 
to Padan-aram. God appeared to Jacob again at Bethel, and 
blessed him, and called his name IsRAEL, and God said, "The 
land which I gave Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, to thee will 
I give it and to thy seed after thee will I give the land." As 
Jacob journeyed from Bethel to Ephrath, •Benjamin, his 
youngest son, was horn. Rachel, the mother of Benjamin, 
died, and way buried at Ephrath. After that, Jacob came to 
hi' father at Mamre. Esau became rich, and had many 
children; his descendants were called Edomites. The des- 
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JOSEPH I8 HATED, SOLD, AND IMPRISONED. [2347-1635 B.C. 

tendants of Jacob were afterwards called ISRAELITES, from hie 
new name ISRAEL. 

Jacob loved •joseph more than his other children, but hie 
brethren •hated him. Joseph dreamed dreams, showing that 
his father and his brethren would bow down before him. His 
brethren hated him the more for these dreams, and sold him 
to a company of Midianites which came from Gilead with their 
camels bearing spicery, balm, and myrrh, which they were 
carrying down into Egypt. His brethren dipped his coat in 
the blood of a kid which they ki]led, and showed it to their 
father. Jacob thought some evil beast had devoured Joseph. 
The Midianites took Joseph into Egypt, and sold him as a 
slave to Potiphar, an officer of •Pharoah, king of Egypt. 
And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous 
man. And bis master saw that the Lord was with him, and 
that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 
And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and 
he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he 
put into his hand. And it came to pass from the time that he 
had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, 
that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; 
and the blessing of the Lord was upon ail that he had in the 
house, and in the field. And he left all that he had in Joseph's 
hand ; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he 
did eat. ' And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured. 
Potiphar's wife spoke falsely of Joseph, and had him cast into 
prison. While Joseph was in prison in Egypt, Isaac died in 
Canaan. His sons Esau and Jacob went to Mamre, where 
Isaac had lived many years, and buried him. The age of 
Isaac was a-hundred-and-fourscore years. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Nrsage goy s—household divinities; instead of Benoni, 'son of my sorrow,' 

each as those which Rachel stole from which the dying Rachel had called him. 
ber father. Lesson 13, 'images.' 	Joseph—' adding was the eider of 

iosrseAold— not only those which~his 	
chel's two sons; he was a youth of 

y 	 upright principles and conduct; and 
wives possessed, but the idols belong- was afterwards of great service to bis 
ing to his servants, male and female. 	aged father and bis brethren. Lesson 16. 

Bewjmaia—'son of my right hand;' hated—becauje he told bis father of 
this naine was given him by Jacob their misdeeds. 

35 



PERIOD II.] 	"DIRGE OF RACHEL." 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 	I bably composed of descendants of 
EDOMITES—from Edom' red,' a name both Midian and Ishmael. 

given to Esau. Lesson 12, ' Esau: j  GILKAD—a country east of the Jor-
EPHRATH—'abundance j the ancient dan, celebrated at this time for its medi-

mame of Bethlehem, on fbe way to cinal balsams, and for its spices. 
which place Benjamin was born, and I Lesson 13, 'Mount Gilead.' 
Rachel was buried. Though celebrated I EOYPT—eelled also Mizraim after 
on many accounts, it was a very small I one of Ham's sons, lay on the borders of 
place; it was on an eminence about I the river Nile ; it measured in extent 
six miles south-west of Jerusalem. I about 11,000 square miles. 	Though 

MiDIANITES—descendants of Midian, I  the climate of Egypt was extremely 
the fourth son of Abraham & Keturah i I hot, yet the inundations of the Nile 
their country was in Arabia Petrea. rendered it a very fertile country, ao 
The merchants who bought Joseph of j  much so, tbat for along period it was 
bis brethren are called Midianites and reckoned the granary ot the world. 
also Iahmaelites ; the party was pro- Less. 5, 'Egypt.' 

DIRGE OF RACHEL. 

"AND RACHEL D18D, AND WAS BURIED IN THE WAY TO EPHRATH, WHICH 18 
BETHLEHEM. 

And Rachel lies in Ephrath's land, 
Beneath ber lonely oak of weeping, 

With mouldering heart and withering hand, 
The sleep of death for ever sleeping. 

The Spring cornes smiling down the vale, 
The lilies and the roses bringing; 

But Rachel never more shall bail, 
The flowers that in the world are springing. 

The Summer gives his radiant day, 
And Jewish dames the dance are treading; 

But Rachel, on her couch of clay, 
Sleeps all unheeded and unheeding. 

The Autttmn's.ripening sunbeam shines, 
And reapers to the field is calling; 

But Rachel's voice no longer joins 
The choral song at twilight's falling. 

The Winter sends bis drenebing shower, 
And sweeps his bowling blast around her; 

But earthly storms possess no power, 
To break the slumber that hath bound her. 

Thus round and round the Seasons go, 
But joy or grief no more betide lier, 

For Rachel's bosom could not know 
ThougJl friends were bound in rlcath beside her. 

W. KNOX. 
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JOSEPH INTERPRETS PHARAOH'S DREAMS. [2347-1635 B.C. 

15. THE EXALTATION OF JOSEPH. 
Genesis xl.-xlvii. 26. 

God was with Joseph and gave him •favour in the sight of 
the keeper of the prison. Pharaoh's •chief butler and chief 
baker were in prison also, each of whom had a •dream which 
Joseph interpreted. After some time Joseph was released from 
prison to interpret the dreams of the king. The king's dreams 
were to show him, that there would be seven years of great 
plenty in Egypt; and then seven years of grievous famine. 
And-  Joseph said "Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man 
•discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. And 
officers to gather all the food of those good years that come, 
and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep 
food in the cities. And that food shall be for store to the land 
against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land 
of Egypt; that •the land perish not through the famine." 
Pharaoh acknowledged the wisdom of Joseph and made him 
•governor over all Egypt; he also gave him to wife •Asenath, 
daughter of •Potipherah, the priest of On. Joseph had two 
sons, •Ephraim and •Manasseh. During the years of plenty 
the earth brought forth by handfuls, and Joseph stored up 
much corn; and in the years of famine •people from many lands 
came to Egypt to buy corn. 

The famine was sore in all lands, but there was corn in 
Egypt. Jacob sent his sons, except Benjamin, from Canaan 
to Egypt, to buy corn. Joseph knew them, but they did not 
know him. They •bowed themselves to the earth before him. 
He •treated them roughly, said they were spies, and put them 
in prison. He •heard them speaking to each other of their 
cruelty to their brother Joseph. He bound •Simeon, and sent 
the others to Canaan with corn. He commanded them to 
bring their •youngest brother with them. Jacob was unwilling 
to let Benjamin go; at last he consented. They came the 
second time to Joseph, then he made himself known to them. 
He •forgave them, and sent waggons for his father, and his 
brothers' families. When Jacob heard that Joseph was 
governor of Egypt, and when he saw the waggons which had 
been sent by him, he said, "It is enough, Joseph my son 
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PERIOD II.] JACOB'S FAMILY REMOVE INTO EGYPT. 

is yet alive, I will go down and see him before I die." 
Seventy souls of the house of Jacob came into Egypt. 

Pharaoh received Joseph's father and brothers very kindly. 
He gave them the land of Goshen to dwell in. He told 
Joseph to make some of his brothers •rulers over his own cattle. 
Joseph nourished his brethren and their families with bread. 
During the famine he -bought up all the land of Egypt for the 
king, in exchange for corn, •except the land of the priests. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

favour—respect and esteem on ac-
count of his virtuous conduct. 

chief butler, «c.—two officers of great 
trust in eastern courts. 

dream—the importance attached to 
dreams in ancient times as intimations 
of future events, shows how ardently 
men desired communications from the 
Deity. Dreams are no longer con-
sidered as a channel of instruction 
from God to man, because Revelation 
is complete—" life and immortality 
having been brought to light by the 
Gospel." 

discreet—wise; cautions; prudent. 
the land—by a figure of speech, the 

land is used for the inhabitants. 
governor—Pharaoh also gave Joseph 

the new name Zaphneth-paaneah, 
which means 'the revealer of secrets,' 
in allusion to his ability to interpret 
dreams. 

Asenalh—daughter of an idolatrous 
priest or prince, and the mother ot 
Ephraim and Manasseh, the beads of 
two of the Tribes of Israel. 

Potipherah—'sun's own;' Josephs 
father-in-law; he held a post of great 
importance as n religious chief, or 
civil ruler, or as both. 

Ephraim—'fruitful;' the younger of 
Joseph's Iwo sons ; his name though 
given by Joseph, as expressive of his 
own prosperity, referred chiefly, by 
prophetic intimation, to Ephraim's 
future greatness, as the bead of e 
numerous and powerful tribe. Less. 16. 

Maawxeh—'forgetting;' the birth of 
39 

a son caused sack Joy to Joseph that he 
forgot ail his sufferings, both from the 
conduct of bis own brothers, and that 
of bis Egyptian master and mistress. 

peoplefrom--though Egypt's fertility 
was great, yet the wisdom and pru-
dence of Joseph in disposing of the 
abondance of the land wax necessary 
that a suitable sapplp of corn might lie 
stored up against the years of famine. 

bowed—how literally were Joseph's 
dreams fulfilled! 

treated, doc.—not from vindictive feel-
ings, but to bring to theirremembrance 
their past sins, and their cruelty towards 
himself. 

heard—they, imagining that Joseph 
was an Egyptian, and not acquainted 
with their language, (for he spake unto 
them by an interpreter)and thathewas 
ignorant of their history, spoke of 
their crime towards their brother with 
remorse, even in bis hearing. 

Simeon—` bearer;' he who assisted 
Levi in the slaughter of the Shechem-
ites, had probably been foremost in 
persecuting and selling bis brother 
Joseph; he was bound and retained in 
Egypt. 

youngest—Benjamin was innocent of 
any unkindness towards Joseph; he 
was the youngest member of the 
family. 

forgone—this was another proof of 
Joseph's goodness of heart. 

rulers—the care of cattle was not 
agreeable to the Egyptians, probably be-
cause Egypt bad beau recently under 
the dominion of shepherd-kings, who 



JACOB'S APPROACHING DEATH. 2347-1635 B.C. 
had conquered the former kings and Helioeolis, one of its names, means 
established a new dynasty. 	 'the city of the Sun;' and Bethshemesh, 

6eMgkI up—the Egyptians Who held I another name of the city, means 'the 
their lands independent of the will of I house or temple of the Sun.' It was 
their sovereign, bad from this time toi the daughfcr of the priest of On whom 
pay a tribute of one•8fth of the pro- Pharaoh gave in marriage to Joseph. 
duce to the king; the land was ne I GosHaN—' approaching;' the district 
longer their own. 	 I of Egypt which Pharaoh gave to Jacob 

except —the lands of the nobility and I and his family, in which they settled, 
pnesthood were loft in their own hands where Jacob lived seventeen years, 
by the policy of Joseph. 	 land where he died. It was on the 

eastern aide of the Nile and had 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 	excellent pastures; it was preserved 

from the plagnes with which the other 
Oir--a city of Egypt near to the land I parts of Egypt were afterwards 

of Gosàen, noted for its idolatry.I afflicted. 

JOSEPH'S EXALTATION. 

• AND JOSEPHS BRETHREN CAME AND BOWED DOWN THEMSELVES BEFORE Flnl." 

In lofty halls of gorgeous state, 
The wond'ring shepherds stand, 

And humbly bend before the prince, 
The ruler of the land; 

They little dream their brother sits, 
On that exalted seat, 

And they fulfil the word of God, 
In bowing at his feet. 

God is not man, that he should lie, 
His purposes shall stand, 

And vain it is for worms of earth 
To rise against his hand; 

God is not man, that he should change, 
His word is fixed and sure, 

Though heaven and earth shall pass away, 
His word shall still endure. 

M. A. STODART. 

16. DEATH AND BURIAL OF JACOB. DEATH OF 
JOSEPH. 

Genesis xlvii. 27-1. 
When the time of Jacob's death drew nigh he •charged 

Joseph not to bury him in Egypt. He made Joseph's two 
sons heads of tribes, saying, "Thy two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon they shall 
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PERIOD II.] 	JACOB BLESSES HIS SONS. 

be mine." He then blessed them, saying, "God before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God 
which fed me all my life long unto this day, the -Angel 
which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let 
my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac ; and let them grow into a multitude 
in the midst of the earth." And when Joseph saw that his 
father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it -die-
pleased him: and he held up his father's hand to remove it 
from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head. And Joseph 
said unto his father "Not so, my father: for this is the first-
born; put thy right hand upon his head." And his father 
refused, and said," I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall 
become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly hie 
younger brother shall be -greater than lie, and his seed shall 
become a multitude of nations." And lie blessed them that 
day, saying, "in thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee 
as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before 
Manasseh." Jacob then called his •sons to him to tell them 
what should -befal their descendants in the •last days. He 
spoke to them of the future -condition of their children under 
various -expressive -figures. He predicted the coming of Christ 
in the tribe of Judah, saying, "The -sceptre shall not depart 
from Judah, nor a -lawgiver from -between his feet till -Shiloh 
come, and unto him shall the •gathering of the nations be." 

After Jacob had made an end of blessing his sons he charged 
them thus, "I am to be gathered unto my people; bury me 
with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, in the field of Machpelah which is before Mamre in 
the land of Canaan." All the time that Jacob lived in Goshen 
was seventeen years; he died at the age of one-hundred-and-
forty-seven years. 

Jacob's body was -embalmed in Egypt before it was taken 
into Canaan. Joseph and his brethren went from Egypt to 
Canaan to bury their father. Many of the Egyptians went 
with them to a place which was called Abel-mizraim. When 
Joseph and his brethren had buried their father, they returned 
into Egypt. 
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JOSEPH'S DEATH. 	•[2347-1635 B.C. 

After the burial of Jacob, Joseph repeated hie forgiveness to 
hs brethren, who had feared he would punish them. Joseph 
spcke kindly, and said God intended their evil for good, to 
gave much people alive. He nourished his brethren and their 
families while he lived; he died at the age of one-hundred-
and-ten years. Before he died he said to his brethren, "God 
will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the 
land which he aware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and 
ye shall carry up my bones from hence." Joseph's remains 
were then embalmed and put in a coffin in Egypt. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

eharged--Jacob's confidence in the 
fsithfulness of God to give Canaan to 
bis posterity, was ao unwavering that 
he gave this last testimony to it. 

Angeue' messenger;' Jacob experi. 
eneed many deliverances by the inter-
position of a spiritual messenger. 

displeased—the feelings of paternal 
affection in Joseph were, aa in the case 
of Isaac, drawn more towards the first• 
bora then the younger; hence be felt 
displeased at discovering what he con-
ceived to be an unfortunate mistake on 
the part of bis aged father. 

grealer—the preference was on moral 
grounds; personal religion can alone 
render a man acceptable with God. 

in Mec—or 'by tbee ;' their posterity 
should be the standard and exemple of, 
froitfulneas to all the other tribes. 

sons—the heads of the twelve tribes 
of Israel, viz: Reuben, 'behold a son;' 
Simeon, `hearing;' Levi, 'joined;' 
Judah, r praise •' Dan, 'judging;' 
NapAtali, ' areetling;' Gad, a troop;' 
Aster, ' ble.sed ;' Issachar, 'reward;• 
Zebulon, ' deliFbt;' Joseph, 'adding;' 
and Benjamin, son of my right hand: 

bafal—come te pesa, or happen unto. 
last lays—indading their history 

from the conquest of Canaan down to 
the second coming of Christ. 

condition—circumstances of their, 
civil, social, and religious state. 

expressioe—distinct ; plain ; forcible. 

fgurw—emblems or representations; 
the sceptre for royalty, a star fora king, 
a lion for power, &c. 

sceptre—the emblem of royalty. 
Though the national independence of 
the Jews was quite gone et the coming 
of Christ, yet there was an appearancd 
of sovereignty in the person of Herod : 
so that this prophecy was literally 
fulfilled. 

lowgieer—referring to Moses, who 
was heard by the people in the teach-
ings ofthe Scribes and Phariaeea, whose 
duty it was to instruct the people in all 
things pertaining to the laws of Moses. 
Matt. xxiii. 2,3; Acta xv. 21. 

• between—as e lion standing over his 
young securely defends them from 
danger, so the tribe of Judah—the moat 
powerful of the twelve, protected and 
perpetuated the ritual religion of 
Moses till Christ came in whom it 
was fulfilled. 

Shiloh—'sent ;' a title of the Mes-
siah, employed especially to denote the 
consummation of the kingdom of 
Judah, and priesthood of Levi in him. 
In the next generation affer the death 
of Christ the Romans came and over-
threw the temple and city of Jeru-
salem, so that the ecclesiastical and 
rlvil government of the Jewiab people 
were together destroyed. 

gathering—while the last sentence 
refera to Christ's first coming, this 
look& forward to the time when he 
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PERIOD II.] 	"DEATH-BED OF JACOB." 

shall return to receive the unreserved it was neeesaary, as their remains bad 
obedience of all men—Gentiles as well to be conveyed to a considerable dis-
as Jews; for "unto him every knee tance for interment. A few specimens 
shall bow, and every tongue confess." of the embalmed bodies of ancient 

embalmed—the practise of preserving Egyptians may be seen in the British 
the dead prevailed, and probably Museum. 
originated in EFypt. The process of 
embalming lasted about ten weeks, 	GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
and generally cost a large sum of ABEL.-MIZRAIM—s place on the west 
money. When embalmed, the body of the Jordan to which the Egyptians 
was laid in a coin of atone or wood. accompanied the sons of Jacob when 
and placed upright againvt a wall tbey conveyed their father's body to 
where it remained a long time, in some Canaan for banal. It was called Abel-
instance% for years, before it was re- mizraim, or ' mouruing of the Egypt-
moved to a vault. The Hebrews did fans', by the Canaanites; it was 
not practise embalming, but in the previously known as "the threahing-
case of Jacob, and in that of Joseph, , floor of Atad." 

DEATH-BED OF JACOB. 
4  BEHOLD I DIE; BUT GOD SHALL BE WITH YOU, AND BRING YOU AGAIN UNTO THE 

LAND OF YOUR FATHERS." 

I die, my son! behold, 1 die! 
But cease, my Joseph, cease to weep; 

For God, who is our strength on high, 
Shall thee and all thine offspring keep; 
And while his stormy wrath shall sweep 

The spoil from many a heathen hand, 
Our faithful race shall safely resp 

The harvest fruits of Canaan's land. 
I die, my son! behold, I die! 

But thou shalt like a cedar grow; 
Shalt lift thy branches to the sky, 

And firmly fix thy root below: 
For though the archers drew the bow, 

And chase'd thee from thy sire's abode; 
Yet thou, where'er thy steps might go, 

Wast shielded by the arm of God. 

1 die, my son 1 behold, I die 1 
And thou shalt lay these limbs distreat 

Where Abraham and Sarah lie, 
Where Isaac and Rebekah rest; 
Where Leah's fond and feeling breast 

To death's consuming couch I gave;  
Where sleep the faithful and the blest, 

In far Machpelah's sacred cave. 
W. KNOX. 
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PERIOD III. 
FROM THE DEATH OF JOSEPH TO THE DEATH 

OF MOSES. 

B.C. 1635—B.C. 1451. 184 years. 

17. BONDAGE OF ISRAEL. MOSES' EARLY 
HISTORY. 

Exodus i.-iv. 17. 
The children of Jacob's sons increased greatly in Egypt. 

A new king, also called Pharaoh, ruled over Egypt, but he 
knew not Joseph. He •oppressed the Israelites with a •cruel 
•bondage, and made them work like slaves in making •bricks. 
The children of Israel increased so much, that the king 
-ordered that their male infants should be destroyed. Just 
before this •decree Aaron was born. His father and mother, 
•Amram and Jochebed, were of the tribe of Levi. 

The parents of •Aaron had another son born. They •hid 
him for three months. When they could •no longer hide 
him, they placed him in an ark of •bulrushes on the brink of 
the river Nile. The king's daughter came to the river to 
bathe; she found the child, and called its name •Moses. 
•Miriam, the sister of Moses, who was watching the child 
afar off to see what would become of him, was told to call a 
nurse for the child, and she fetched his •mother. 

Moses was instructed in all the knowledge of Egypt. At 
forty years of age he saw an Egyptian smiting an Israelite ; 
and he slew the Egyptian. The next day he saw two Hebrews 
quarrelling and he reproved him that did the wrong. He 
replied to Moses, "Wilt thou kill me as thou didst the Egyptian 
yesterday." Moses was then afraid to stay in Egypt because 
the deed he had committed was known. He fled into 
l fidian, where he fed the flock of •Jethro, a priest, forty 
years. He married Zipporah, Jethro's daughter. 

God knew of the bondage of the children of Israel in Egypt; 
and he remembered his promise to give them the land of 
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PERIOD LIII 	GOD APPEARS TO MOSES. 

Canaan. He appeared to Moses, in a •burning bush, on 
Mount Horeb, and there appointed him to go into Egypt, 
and •demand the release of the Israelites from bondage. 
Aaron, the brother of Moses, was appointed to be •spokesman 
to the people and to Pharaoh, whenever they should appear 
before him, because Moses was slow of speech. Moses was 
commanded to take his •rod with him wherewith he should do 
.signs. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

oppressed—treated with harshness in and without. This plant was also 
or severity. 	 called the papyrus, and from it the 

cruel—inhuman; es natural enemies; Egyptians made their paper; it was 
like some beasts with their prey. 	also applied to many other useful 

bondage—.slavery; unpaid servitude. purposes. 
Lesson 7. 	 6alhe—this necessary act of ablution 

bricks—were made of clay found 	
is more regularly performed in the east 

y 	on than in this country ; and precautions 
the banks of the Nile; the Gley was are taken to render public bathing-
mixed with straw in order to bind it lacet safe from observation and 
better together; the occupation was intrusion. 
dirty and unwholesome, & the drudgery 	Mimes—,drawn out;' Pharaoh's so severe that it was always performed daughter not only had this child drawn by slaves or criminals. 	 out of the water, but she adopted him as 

ordered—tbs power of the king to ber son. This practice of adopting, or 
doom his subjects to death or banish- receiving into a family, the offspring of 
ment was admitted in the east, and is others, has prevailed from the earliest 
still exercised bybarbarousanddespotic times; and the children so received 
sovereigns. 	 became entitled to all the privileges of 

decree—a royal command ; a law. 	the household as fully as if they had 
Amram—was a son of Kobath, and a been related by birth. Moses became 

grand+on of Levi; bis wife was named entitled to the throne of Egypt by this 
Jochebed ; tbey were the parents of adoption into Pharaoh's family, there-
Moses, whom they hid for three months fore he was educated in ail the arts 
to save him from being drowned. 	and literature of Egypt. 

Aaron—was the elder son of Amram .Miriam-' high;' abc was probably 
and Jochebed, and the brother of Miriam ten years of age nt tbin time. 
and Moses. After the delivery of the I mother—as Jochebed did not resort 
Ten Commandments, lie became the I to an unjustifiable stratagem to 'ave ber 
high priest of the Israelites. 	 I child from the effect of the king's 

hid—to evade the cruel decree of I decree, but simply cast herself and ber 
Pharaoh. 	 child upon the care and interposition 

of God, she was rewarded not only by 
no longer—hie cries and sportive I seeing her child rescued from death, 

laughter would attract attention at I but also restored to her own bosom, 
ibis age. 	 I accompanied by the lavish bounties of 

bulruahes—the bulrush grew on the the king's daughter. 
banks of the Nile • baskets and small I Jethro—supposed to have been a des. 
boatswere made of'it, such boats being I cendant of Abraham; ho is also called 
generally coated with pitch both with- J  Raguel and Reuel. 
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MOSES ON HOREB. 	[1635-1451 B.C. 

burning bush—a beautiful emblem of 
the preservation of the Iaraelitish 
nation in tbe midst of their fiery for-
nace of trial in Egypt. 

demand—to ask authoritatively, with 
a determination not to receive refusal. 

apokesnurn—the deliverer of a mes-
sage; Moses was leas gnalified than 
Aaron to be spokesman to the king. 

rod—shepherd's staf 

signs—wonderful acts; miracles es 
evidences of bis divine mission. 

OEOGRA.PIIICA.L NOTER. 
NILE—the principal river of Egypt 

which overflows its banks at certain 
cessons, and thus waters and enriches 
the surrounding countries • a figurative 
allusion to which is made iy Jeremiah, 
the prophet. The chief cities, towns, 
and villages of Egypt are built along 
the banks of this river. In Exodus it 
is called "the river," in Isaiah and 
Jeremiah it is spoken of as the"Sihcr." 

HOREB—'desert;' 'solitude ;' a cele-
brated mountain of Arabie to the west 
of Sinai. Less. 27, 'displeased;' Leas. 
29,' Meribah: 

0 

MOSES IN THE DESERT OF MIDIAN. 

•I WILL NOW TURN ABIDE, AND BEE TRIS GREAT SIGHT WHY THE BUSH I$ NOT BURNT.' 

Go where a foot hath never trod, 
Through unfrequented forests flee; 

The wilderness is full of God, 
His presence dwells in every tree. 

To Israel and to Egypt dead, 
Moses the fugitive appears ; 

Unknown he live'd, till o'er his head 
Had fallen the snow of four-score years. 

But God the wandering exile found 
In bis appointed time and place 

The desert-sand grew holy ground, 
And Horeb' Q rock a throne of grace. 

The lowly bush a tree became— 
A tree of beauty and of light, 

Involv'd with unconsuming flame, 
That made the noon around it night. 

Thence came the eternal voice that spake 
Salvation to the chosen seed; 

Thence went the Almighty arm that brake 
Proud Pharaoh's yoke, and Israel freed, 

By Moses, old, and slow of speech. 
These mighty miracles were shown, 

Jehovah's Messenger,'—to teach 
That power belongs to God alone. 

J. :1to,'rco sERv. 
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PERIOD III. 	THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

18. THE RELEASE OF iSRAEL DEMANDED. THE 
PLAGUES. 

Exodus ix. 27-xi. 

Moses met his brother in the mount of God, and •kissed 
him. They went to the •elders of the children of Israel; and 
Aaron told them all the words which the Lord had spoken 
unto Moses, and did signs in their sight. The people •believed, 
and bowed their heads, and worshipped. After this Moses 
and Aaron went before Pharaoh. They demanded the release 
of the Israelites. The king would not let the people go, but 
he made their bondage harder; and, the people of Israel were 
•wroth with Moses and Aaron. They went again, at God's 
command, to require Pharaoh to let the Israelites go, but 
Pharaoh would not hearken to them. God then sent the 
following plagues on Egypt • to punish Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians :- 
•1. He turned the waters of Egypt into blood for seven days; 

the fish died, the river stank, and the Egyptians could 
not drink of the water. 

•2. He caused frogs to come up from the streams and rivers 
and ponds, which covered the land of Egypt., and when 
they died the land atank. 

•3. He smote the dust of the land, and it became lice on man 
and beast throughout all the land of Egypt. 

•4 He sent swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and 
into the houses of all his people, and the land was 
corrupted. 

•5. He sent a grievous murrain on the cattle of the Egyptians, 
and their cattle died; but not one of the cattle of the Israel-
ites died. 

•6. He sent boils and blains on man and beast, throughout all 
the land of Egypt. 

•7. He sent hail, rain, and fire on the land of Egypt, and it 
smote all that was in the field, both man and beast, and it 
smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree. 

•8. He sent locusts, which ate up every herb of the land 
that the hail had left. 
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THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 	[1635-1451 B.C. 

•9. He sent a thick darkness over the land for three days; 
the Egyptians saw not one another, neither rose any from 
his place; but all the children of Israel had light in their 
dwellings. 
The Israelites were free from all the plagues. During each 

plague Pharaoh promised to let the Israelites go ;—but after 
each plague was removed by the -entreaties of Moses, he 
refused to let them go. God then threatened to destroy all 
the first-born of Egypt, both of man and beast. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

kissed—a mode of salutation common 
in the East. 

eiders—men of age, character, win. 
dom, experience and skill in judging; 
Muses and Aaron went to them first, 
because they were the representatives 
and guides ofthe people; itwasthere-
fore natural for them to suppose the 
people would be guided by the advice of 
the elders. 

believed—though in the lowest de-
gradation of slavery, and surrounded by 
the grossestidolatry,they retained the 
knowledge of the True God, and 
cherished the remembrance of bis 
promises fo their fathers respecting 
Canaan; they admitted the miracles 
of Moses as proofs of bis mission, and 
believed that the time of God's pro-
mised visitation was at hand. 

wroih—augry; because their hopes of 
immediate deliverance from their 
servile bondage were disappointed. 
God's messengers often experience 
undeserved reproach and unmerited 
blame. 

lai plague—thé Nile was one of the 
principal objects of Egypt.ian worship; 
the change of its water into blood 
manifested that their idol was power-
less. Considering it merely as a 
physical punishment, it was severe, 
as water is in constant demand in hot 
climates for quenching thirst. aa well 
as for other porpores. Ancient and 
modern wrilers unite in praising the 
peculiarly agreeable qautities of the 
water of the Nile. 

2nd plague—tbe frog which was com-
mon in the Nile, was one of the sacred 
animals of Egypt; in this case the 
object of their superstition became the 
instrument of their punishment. It is 
not known whether the Egyptians 
esteemed or disliked frogs, but in both 
ancient and modern times objecta of 
dislike or fenr have been regarded as 
deities. 

Srd plague—great care was taken by 
the Egyptians not to harbour any 
kind of vermin. The priests were 
shaved every third dey that no de-
testable creature might harbour upon 
them when they were performing 
their duty to their gods. This plague 
would consequently be moat noiaome 
to them. Some commentators consider 
that mosquitos are the insects referred 
to under the word' lice: 

4th plague—it is generally thought 
that the 'flics' were the species of beetle 
called the cockroach—the sacred beetle 
of the Egyptians; it devours every 
thing that comes in its way—clothes, 
books, plants ; and it also iollieis 
severe bites on man. Thus the Egypt-
ians were again chastized by one of 
their own idols. 

51h plague —it was especially pro-
vided that the cattle ot the Israelites 
should sustain no harm when (hose of 
the Egyptians were slain by the deadly 
murrain. Pharaoh sent to ascertain if 
this was the case; he found it so, but 
he still refused to allow the Israelites 
to depart. 
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PERIOD III.] 	"THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT.*' 

6fh plague—this Infliction was one of 
such severe pain on the bodies of the 
Egyptians—boils and blains, ulcers and 
inflammations, that even the priesily 
magiciens could not stand in the pre-
sence of their sovereign. 

7th plague—rain is seldom seen in 
Egypt, bail is almost unknown; such a 
viattation would be awful. Thunder 
and lightning are unfrequent and never 
injurions. How then must the king 
and bis people have been alarmed >iy 
the terrible thunder and lightning 
that "ran along the ground!" This 
plagae alarmed the king. He sent 
hastily for Moses and Aaron and 
acknowledged his sin ; he afterwards 
again hardened bis heart. 

8th plague—all the vegetation left by 
the hail and rain was devoured by the 
locusta—the next infliction of divine 
anger on Egypt ; these insecte are of 
the form and appearance of crickets 
and grasshoppers, but much larger;  

there are many distinct species, and 
they are all destructive ; some species 
migrate in immense numbers, and 
wherever they settle they destroy not 
only the hopes of the husbandman, 
but every vegetable production within 
their reach, even the bark of trees. 
They destroy much more thon they 
devour. Locusta are extensively used 
es an article of food by fhe Arabs. 

9th plague—a darkness so thick and 
intense that it seemed e material sub-
stance; perhaps accompanied by a wind 
which filled the air with dust or sand 
during ifs continuance; such winds are 
not uncommon in eastern deserts. Some 
imagine that a dark dense fog was 
spread over the land which would be 
appalling to the inhabitants, es foga are 
never naturally produced in Egypt. 
Whatever was its nature it obscured 
the glory of their great deity, the sun, 
for three days. 

entreaties—earnest prayers. 

THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 
• I WILL..MULTIPLY MY SIGNS AND MY WONDERS IN THE LAND OF EGYPT." 

When Pharaoh dare'd to vex the saints, 
And thus provok'd their God, 

Moses was sent at their complaints, 
Arm'd with bis dreadful rod. 

He call'd for darkness, darkness came 
Like an o'erwhelming flood ; 

He turn'd each lake and every stream, 
To lakes and streams of blood. 

He gave the sign, and noisome flies 
Through the whole country spread; 

And frogs, in croaking armies, rise 
About the monarch's bed. 

Through fields, and towns, and palaces, 
The tenfold vengeance flew ; 

Locusta in swarms devour'd their trees, 
And hail their cattle slew. 

Now let the world forbear its rage, 
Nor put the church in fear: 

Israel shall live through every age, 
And he the Almighty's care. 	 WATTS. 
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THE TENTH PLAGUE. THE DEPARTURE. [1635-1451 B.C. 

19. THE TENTH PLAGUE. THE DEPARTURE. 
Exodus xii. 1-39. 

Before the ninth plague was sent on Egypt, •God instituted 
the passover; he told the Israelites to kill a •lamb, and sprinkle 
its blood on the sides of their doors; the lamb was to be roasted, 
and they were to be ready to depart when they ate of it. They 
were also to eat •unleavened bread six days. God said he 
would smite all the •first-born in Egypt, but he would pass 
over the doors of the Israelites, when he saw the blood of the 
Jamb upon them. God commanded the Israelites to keep the 
Lord's passover •every year; and when they should come into 
the land which he would give them, if their children should 
ask the meaning of this service, they were to say, "It is the 
sacrifice of the Lord's passover, who passed over the houses of 
the children of Israel in Egypt, when he •smote the Egyptians, 
and -delivered our houses." And at midnight the Lord smote 
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of 
•Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the 
captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 
And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servante, 
and all the Egyptians; and there was •a great cry in Egypt; 
for there was not a house where there was not one dead. 
Pharaoh then called for Moses and Aaron, and told them to 
depart with the children of Israel; and to take with them 
their flocks and herds. The Israelites •borrowed jewels from 
the Egyptians, silver and gold, and raiment. They departed 
from Rameses in Goshen. They numbered about -600,000 
men on foot, besides children. The period which elapsed from 
the time of the call of Abraham to the departure of the 
Israelites from Egypt was •four-hundred-and-thirty years. 
God had •foretold this bondage of his descendants to Abraham. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Bad tn fidutrd—appointed ; established by unleavened—unfermented; there was not 

his command. 	 sufficient time for thé fermentation of the 
puuovrr—a solemn feast commemorative dough from the moment when Pharaoh 

Cf the panin.00ver the housesof the Israelites I commanded the Israelites to leave Egypt 
rlira the destroying angel amote the first- to the time of their actual departure. 
beni of Egypt• 	 I frtbborn—the eldest male-ohild of a 
la nb--the lamb was to bewithout blemish. I  family *the expression first-born is some- 
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PERIOD III. "THE DEATH OF THE FIRST BORN." 

times expressive ofgreat dignity. The first-
boni of the sacred animais died also, and 
we are Informed, that when a sacred animal 
died the lamentation was louder than on 
the death of a child. 

every year—so that this great event should 
not be forgotten by the Hebrew nation. 
The feast of the passover not only referred 
to the great events in Egypt, but it also 
prefigured the coming and sacrifice of IIim 
who la our paschal lamb—the lamb of 
God, without sin, which taketh away the 
sin of the world. 1 Cor. v. S; John 1. 29. 

,mote 01 delivered!—smote the Egyptians 
with plagues, and not the Israélites—smote 
the fist-born of Egypt, and delivered Israel 
from their long and bitter bondage. 

Pharaoh—this was net the Pharaoh by 
whose daughter Moses was brought up. 

captive—a prisonor. 
dungeon--a prison-house; the prisons In 

the East are generally unwholesome. 
a great cry—lamentation and bitter weep-

Ing in every Egyptian family. As the 
people went about the streets lamenting 
loudly when a death took place, the outcry, 
when every family had boat amember, must 
have been awfuL 

borrowed—not aocording to our Idea of  

borrowing, that le to be returned; but 
asked, or demanded, without any intention 
or Intimation of returning the articles thus 
obtained. The Egyptians had long profited 
by the slavish toil of the oppressed 11e-
brews; who were now leaving behind 
them much valuable property. The Egypt-
ians gave readily in their panic, and the 
justice of the proceeding cannot be ques-
tioned, for It was by Ood's command. 

600,000—it le computed that the entire 
population of the Hebrews, men, women 
and children at the time of their departure 
was not less than 2,400,000. 

430 peaua—the actual stay of the Israelites 
in Egypt, from the time that Jacob went 
thither with his sons and their familles to 
the Exodus, was 215 years; but the 
eojourning of the Israelites and their 
fathers in the land of Canaan, and in the 
land of Egypt was 430 years. 

,firretoid_I son 7, 'vision;' 'bondage.' 

GEOGRAPIIICAL NOTE. 
RANEBEa OR RAASaass—a treasure-city In 

Egypt which the Israelites built during 
their bondage; it la supposed in the land 
of Goshen. From this place the Israelites 
departed, when they left Egypt, after the 
death of the first-born. 

DEATH OF THE FIRST-BORN. 
^AT MIDNIGHT THE LORD SMOTE ALL THE FIR`IT-BOR' IN THE LAND OF EGYFT." 

'Tis midnight—'tis midnight o'er Egypt's dark sky, 
And in whirlwind and storm the sirocco sweeps by: 
All arid and hot is its death-breathing blast—
Each sleeper breathes thick, and each bosom beats fast. 

And the young mother wakes and arouses from rest, 
And presses more closely ber babe to ber breast; 
But the heart that she presses is death-like and still, 
And the lips that she kisses aie breathless and chill. 

And the young brother clings to the elder in fear, 
As the gust falls so dirge-like and sad on his ear, 
But thtt brother returns not the trembling embrace: 
He speaks not—he breathes not—death lies in his place. 

And the first-born of Egypt are dying around; 
'Tis a sigh—'tis a moan—and then slumber more sound: 
They but wake from their sleep, and their spirits have fled—
They but wake into life, to repose with the dead 
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And there lay the infant still smiling in death, 
And scarce heav'd its breast as it yielded its breath 
And there lay the boy, yet in youth's budding bloom, 
With the calmness of sleep—but the hue of the tomb! 
And there fell the youth in the pride of his prime 
In the morning of life—in the spring-tide of crime: 
And unnerv'd, is that arm and fast close'd is that eye, 
And cold is that bosom which once beat so high. 
And the fond mother's hope, and the fond father's trust; 
And the widow's sole stay, are returning to dust : 
Egypt has not a place where there is not one dead, 
From the proud monarch's palace to penury's shed. 
And the hearths of that country are desolate now, 
And the crown of ber glory is struck from her brow: 
But while proud Egypt trembles, all Israel is free- 
Unfetter'd—unbound as the wave of the sea. 

Roosas. 

20. THE PURSUIt. PHARAOH'S HOST DROWNED. 
Exodus xii. 40-xiv. 

After God had given •further instructions relative to the 
•keeping of the Passover, he commanded the Israelites to 
•sanctify their first-born unto him, asoa -memorial of the destruc-
tion of the first-born of Egypt. Moses -took with him from 
Egypt the bones of Joseph. And the Lord -went before the 
people by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; 
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light. 

The Egyptians •repented that they had let the Israelites go, 
and Pharaoh and -his host pursued them. They overtook 
them, •encamping by the Red Sea, beside Pihahiroth. And 
when Pharaoh and his host of -chariots drew nigh, the 
children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians 
marched after them ; and they were sore afraid : and 
the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord ; and they 
said unto Moses, "Because there. were no graves in Egypt, 
hast •thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? where-
fore hast thon dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of 
Egypt? Is not this the word that we did •tell thee in 
Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egypt-
jans? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, 
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than that we should die in the wilderness." And Moses said 
unto the people, "Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which he will show to you to day: for 
the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them 
again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and 
ye shall hold your peace." 

By the command of God, Moses was to lift up his rod 
over the sea, and the water would 'divide, that the Israelites 
might pass through the sea. The angel of the Lord then 
•went behind the camp of the Israelites; the cloud also removed 
from before their face, and stood behind them. And the 
cloud was darkness to the Egyptians, but it gave light by 
night to the people of Israel ; so that the one came not near 
the other all the night. 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the waters 
were divided. The children of Israel passed through the sea 
on dry ground. The Egyptians pursued them with their 
chariots and horses. Moses, by the command of God, again 
stretched his rod over the sea; the waters returned, and 
Pharaoh's host was •drowned. Thus the Lord saved Israel 
that day out of the hand of the Egyptians. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
further instruction—all the congregation 	repented—regretted; wished they had not 

were to est of the passover. Strangers and  let thelsraelites depart: they had overcome 
proselytes who were dedicated te God their flrnt grief and terror, and wished te 
might est of It; It was lobe eaten in one have their slaves again in bondage. 
house, roasted whole, & nota bone broken. 	his host—a large number of warriors; a 

amid{/y—set spart; te devote; te keep mighty army. 
from every employment but that of the encampinq—peparing te pitch their tents 
Lord's public service. Less. 24, ' instead.' 	that they might have some rest, for they 

memorial—a menus by which the memory had by this time walked about 100 miles. 
of an event or person la preserved; atones, 	ruts—ears on which to ride; two kinds 
pillars, statue&, are sometimes erected as are mentioned in the Bible—those used 
memorials 	 merely te ride in, and war-chariota. 

took—in obedience te Joseph'e dying in- 	thou—an ungrateful return to Moses for 
junction (Laue. 16) ; though they left Egypt hie pions and patriotic devotion tu their 
In haste they did not omit this duty. 	national welfare. such conduct la not te 

went—that la the visible tokens of Gode deter the great-minded from doing good as 
presence, as their unerring, guide and they find opportunity. 
protector, accompanied them; they were 	te11 thee—long-continued oppression had 
thus prevented from going astray, while bowed down their spirits, and deprived 
they had evidence that they bad a more them of those aspirations for liberty and 
exalted leader than Muscs, 	 independence whish mon uaturally foal. 
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Jbor, 4e.—lnsenalbmty to danger la not 
bers enjoined, but calm reliance on the 
power of God. 

divide—hemmed in by mountains, no 
escape was left them but by the miracle 
whieh was thus wrought in their behalf ; the 
spot et which the waters weredividedcannot 
now be pointed out with certainty. 

unit bekiad—the pillar of lire which had 
gone before the Iaraelltes was now removed 
to the rear; it gave light to the Israelites, 
while the cloud concealed them from the 
Egyptians. 

drowsed—it la by no means clear that 
Pharaoh perished In the Red Sea with hie 
Sony. 

GEOGRAPmCAL NOTER. 
Ran SSA--called alvei the Arabian Gulf, 

separated Arabie on the sent, from Egypt 
and Abyssinia on the west; it la 1,400 
miles in length, and averages 140 in width. 

PSHAH,soTH—' opening of the volley;' the 
route of the clilidren of Israel was at tirai 
direct for Canaan, but when they came te 
the 'edge of the wilderness' God com-
manded thorn to turn, an order which they 
obeyed, and which led them Into a narrow 
deflle—the Red ties being on their left, and 
a mountain range on their right, 'shut in 
by the wilderneae' without any means of 
escape, unless through the ses. The 
Egyptians were thus tempted to follow 
thom to their own destruction. 

SONG OF MIRIAM. 
"a1NO TO TOE LORD FOR HE HATH TRIUMPHED GLOR'(IUCLY; THE HORSE AND HIC 

RIDER HATH HE THROWN INTO Tf1E SEA." 

Ye daughters and soldiers of Israel, look back, 
Where—where are the thousands who shadow'd your track—
The chariots that shook the deep earth as they roll'd-
The banners of silk, and the helmets of gold 4 

Where are they—the vultures, whose beaks would have fed 
On the tide ot your hearts ere the pulses had fled? 
Give glory to God, who in mercy arose, 
And strew'd mid the waters the strength of our foes. 

When we travell'd the waste of the desert by day, 
With his banner-cloud's motion he marshall'd our way; 
When we saw the tire'd sun in hie glory expire, 
Before us he walk'd, in a pillar of fire. 

But this morn and the Israelites' strength was a reed, 
That shook with the thunder of chariot and steed 
Where now are the swords and their far-flashing sweep, 
Their lightnings are quench'd in the depths of the deep. 

O thou—who redeemest the weak one at length, 
And scourgest the strong in the pride of their strength—
Who holdest the earth and the sea in thine hand, 
And rulest Eternity's shadowy land— 

To thee let our thoughts and Our offerings tend, 
Of virtue the Hope, and of sorrow the Friend; 
Let the incense of prayer still ascend to thy throne, 
Omnipotent—glorious—eternal—alone. 

NEW YORK AMERICAN. 
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PERIOD III.J 	MANNA AND QUAILS SENT. 

21. THE BITTER WATER. AMALEK CONQUERED. 
Exodus xv.-xix. 

When Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea-shore 
they feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and his servant 
Moses. Then the Israelites sang a song of praise to God. 
They entered the wilderness of Shur, and after three days' 
journey came to Marah, where the waters were bitter. They 
murmured, saying, "What shall we drink t'" The Lord 

shewed Moses a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, 
they were made sweet. They came to Elim, where were 
twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm-trees ; 
here they encamped. 

They left Elim, and came into the Wilderness of Sin. 
Here they murmured against Moses and Aaron, because they 
wanted -bread. Then the Lord said unto Moses, "I will rain 
bread from •heaven for you; and the people shall gather it 
every day." On the sixth day they were to gather a •double 
portion, because the morrow was the sabbath, when there 
should be none. A pot of the -manna was laid up, and kept; 
so that their children might see the food with which the Lord 
fed them in the wilderness. God also gave them •quails, say-
ing, "At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall 
be filled with bread." 

The Israelites again murmured against Moses, because they 
wanted water. God told Moses to smite toe -rock in Horeb, 
and water should come ont of it. He did so, and the Israel-
ites drank. The Amalekites came against Israel at Rephidim. 
Moses stood on the top of the hill, and held up the •rod of 
God during the battle; when he held up his hand Israel 
-prevailed, but when he let it down Amalek prevailed. Moses' 
hands were heavy; and Aaron and -Hur seated him on a 
stone and stayed up his hands until the going down of the sun, 
when the Amalekites were -discomfited. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, "Write this for a •memorial in a book, and 
'rehearse it in the ears of •Joshua; for I will •utterly put ont 
the -remembrance of Amalek from under heaven." After 
leaving Rephidim the Israelites came into the Wilderness of 
Sinai. God called to Moses out of the Mount Sinai, saying, 
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THE PEOPLE TO BE SANCTIFIED. [l3-1451 B.G. 

"Thus shalt thou tell the children of Israel, if ye will obey my 
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then shall ye be a •peculiar 
•treasure unto me above all people; for all the earth is mine, 
and. ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy 
nation." The Lord then commanded that the people should 
be sanctified, for the third day he would come down in the 
sight of all the people upon Mount Sinai. Jethro, the 
father-in-law of Moses, came to him bringing with him Zip-
porah, Moses' wife, and her two sons, •Gershoin and -Ehezer ; 
Jethro -rejoiced with Moses for all the goodness which the 
Lord had done to Israel. By the advice of Jethro Moses 
appointed •rulers to assist him in the government of the people. 
Jethro returned to his own land, and Moses went up into the 
Mount Sinai. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
murmured—grumbled ; complained; re-

proached Moses again. 
bread —the dough and other food which 

they had brought with them out of Egypt 
had now been consumed. 

heacvn—the sky; the clouds. Lesson 1, 
'heaven,' and • firmament' 

doutle—two-fold ; the quantity required 
for two days. This miracle wes repeated 
weekly for forty years in order to preserve 
Inviolate the Sabbath, or revit of the Lord; 
and in attestation of its sanctity. 

manna—the name of the 'bread from 
heaven' on which the Israelites were fed 
for forty years. When first it waa seen 
by them they exclaimed Man-hu, • What 
fait?' from this question arose its naine. 

quaint—the quail ie a bird similar in form 
and habits to the partridge, but not so 
large. At this season, spring, the quails 
migrate in immense flocks from Asia into 
Europe; a strong wind would therefore take 
them out of their direct route, and bring 
them over the camp of Israel, about which 
they fell from fatigue. 

rock—St. Paul refera te this rock as a type 
of Christ. 1 Cor. x4. 

rod of God—that which was once the 
humble staff of Moses when tending the 
sheep of Jethro, is here called 'the rod ut  

(yod,' because of its connexion with the 
miracles performed by the Lord in Egypt 
and in tho wilderness. 
prevailed—overcame; gained the advantage. 
Hur--one of the chief men In Israel; ho 

was the son of Caleb. Less 2b, 26, and 32. 
discomjited—routed ; compelled to flee, 
write—Moses was commanded to tonte in a 

book —this ie the first mention of writing 
that we find in Scripture. 

mornesial—a thing to be remembered by. 
Lesson 20. 

rehearse—repeat ; make It known; let it 
not be forgotten. 

Joshua— • the Lord Baves;' he vas the 
captain of the army of Israel at the battle 
with the Aetalekites; he le called the 
minister of Moses, and he was the leader 
of the Israelites after the death of Moses. 
Lessons 29 and 30. 

utterly—completely; none shall remain. 
remembrance — the remembrance of their 

country which cannot now be determined 
with certainty; while that of their deed. 
and doom was wrl(t'a by Moses. 

peculiar—particular ; pre-eminent; se-
lect; having special advantages. 

treasure—wealth; riches; they should be 
the preservers of the riches of divine 
revelation, and of the true worship of God. 
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PERIOD III.] 	MARAH'S WATERS HEALED. 

priests —their sacrifices being aecording.to 
God's appointment were acceptable unto 
him; while the sacrifices of the heather 
were abomination in his eyes. 

dershom—'a stranger;' bis father thus 
named him, "because," said he, "I have 
been an alien in a strange land." 

Elierer—' God my help:' at his birth 
Moses felt secure from the " sword of Phar-
aoh," therefore he expressed hie gratitude to 
God In the name he gave to his second son. 

rejoiced—this shows that Jethro was a 
worshipper of the true Ood; fi is generally 
believed that he was a descendant of 
Abraham. The Kenites and the Rechab-
itee descended from Jethro; they after-
wards lived among the Jews and became 
proselytes. 

rulers—byJethro's advice they were to be 
able men, such as fear God, men of truth 
and hating covetousness. 

OEOORAPHICAL NOTE& 
ônUa—a sandy tract of wilderness, west 

of Arable Petrea, and between Cane~an and 
Egypt. Hagar tied to this wilderness the 
first time she left her mistress. 

MARAn—'bitterness;' a place in the 
Wilderness of Shur to which the Israelites 
came after three days'journeyfrom the Red 
Sea, and where they found the waters so 
bitter that neither they nor their cattle 
could drink of it. It is supposed that the 
bitterness was not permanently removed, 
for travellers Inform ue of a well, named 
Ilawarah, the waters of which are now 
bitter, the locality also corresponding 
with that of Marah. 

ELIM—the place In the wilderness of Sin 
at which the Israelites encamped after they 
left Marah. 

WILDaansss oF Six—the wilderness 
which the Israelites traversed between Elim 
and Mount Binai. In this wilderness God 
tiret sent the Israelites manna, and com-
manded the observance of the Sabbath. 

Hoaga—refers to a mountain district, or 
group of mountains, from one of which, 
called Binai, an extensive and terrible 
wilderness derived its name The Mount 
Horeb where Moses fed Jethro's flocks was 
another part of this mountain chain. 
Leeson 17. 

AMALEKITEa--a powerful tribe, living 
chieflyby predatory warfare; they were des- 
cended from Ham; their country lay 
towards the southern extremity of the 
land of CanaasL They were the first of 
nations to oppose the Israelites in their 
progress to Canaan. Their existence, as 
a nation, was endangered by Saul, and 
extinguished in the time of David. 
Lessons 45 and 63. 

Rapnmsi—one of the noted encamp-
mente of the Israelites in the wilderness, 
near to Mount Horeb, where they wanted 
water, and complained bitterly to Moses 
for bringing them out of Egypt. 

WILDERmuss OF SIxAI—the desert which 
the Israelites traversed between Rephidim 
and Taberah. In this wilderness Jethro 
visited Moses, judges were appointed, the 
Tabernacle was erected, and Aaron and 
his sons were consecrated. This wilderness 
had its name from one of the principal 
mountains of the Horeb range namedSlnal. 

THE HEALING OF MARAH'S WATERS. 
'THEY COULD NOT DRINK OF TILE WATERS OF MARAH FOR THEY WERE BITTER.' 

Marah! whate'er the tree might be 
Which made thy bitter waters sweet, 

The christian in its power may see 
Of power divine an emblem meet. 

Full many a cup from which the lip 
Draws back as from a poisoned bow], 

Through loves divine discipleship 
Is rendered grateful to the soul. 
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The world's distaste, pride's heartless scorn, 
A toilsome life, perchance a grave, 

Are things as loveless and forlorn 
As ever was thy bitterest wave. 

But these endure'd for Jesus' sake, 
Are render'd, through his love divine, 

A cup 'tis pleasure to partake, 
Change'd by his power like Cana's wine. 

The tree which Marah's waters heal'd, 
Which sweetness gave, or could restore, 

Is of his cross a type reveal'd, 
Which he who bears repines no more. 

O may this love in us abound 
Guide to our Elim's happy shore, 

Where wells for every tribe are found, 
By living palm-trees shadow'd o'er! 

BARTON. 

22. THE DELIVERY OF THE LAW. 
Exodus xx. 1-21. 

The people were •sanctified and gathered around the 
mountain, and the third day there were thunders and light-
nings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding loud, so that all the people that were in 
the camp trembled. And •God spake all these words, saying, 
" •I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
2. Thou. shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 

likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the •iniquity of the 
fathers •upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that •hate me ; and shewing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name •in vain. 

4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it •holy. Six days 
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PERIOD III.J 	THE COMMANDMENTS. 

shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is 
the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thon shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, thy 
maidservant, •uor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: where-
fore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and •hallowed it. 

5. •Houour thy father and thy mother; •that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

6. Thou shalt not kill. 
7. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
8. Thou shalt not steal. 
9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

10. Thou shalt not •covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his 
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is 
thy neighbour's." 

When the people saw the Law delivered amidst thunders 
and lightnings, and the mountain smoking, and heard the 
noise of the trumpet, they feared exceedingly and stood afar off. 
The •glory of God was on Mount Sinai six days, and on the 
seventh day God called Moses into the mount, and he remained 
there forty days. Then God gave him the two tables of stone, 
with the •Ten Commandments written on them. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

sane ed—externally pari¢ed. 
God spake—the voice of the Lord God 

was beard speaking out of the fire; the 
commandments were epoken audibly, so 
loud as 10 be heard by the immense 
multitude gathered round the mount, 
but no similitude or form was seen 
whence that voice proceeded. 

I am, $c.—God proposes himself as 
the sole object of religious worship. 

jealous—God will not allow bail 
heartedness in hie service; people 
cannot give themselves partly to God 
and partly lo the world. 

a the, «c.—tha t is if their character 
f of their falters—haters of God. 
aw—to dislike those habits and 

I 

practices which are pleasing to God is 
to dislike him; lo prefer any pleasure 
to that of worshippmg God in spirit and 
in truth is to hate him. Luke x. 16. 

in vain—unnecessarily; thoughtlessly. 
holy—separate; implying that it was 

not to be a day of labour. 
nor, $c.—this blessed provision for 

the advantage of God's creatures 
extends to the domestic animais which 
labour for man, and to those persons 
who are strangers to religion, as well as 
to faithful servants of God. 

hallowed—consecrated; set apart for 
religions service. 

honour—respect; reverence; esteem; 
obey. 



THE MORAL AND si' IRITUAL LAW. 1635-14451 B.C. 

that thy—filial piety, or the cultivation 
and practice of the domestic virtues, 
draw down God's blessing; undatiful 
children are generally godless, sud as 
the condition npon which God promised 
le preserve Canaan to the 1srnelites 
was obedience to his commanda, so any 
violation of them would render their 
possession of it less secure. 

eoret-10 long for; to desire ear-
nestly that which le atuothet'a. 

glory—a brilliant and splendid dis-
play. Pnelm xix. 1; Lesa. 23, 'glory! 

Ten Corntnandme,ils—the first forbids 
idolatry in its worst form—worshipping 
any other beidg or thing than God; the 
second forbids the making of any sup-
potable likeness of the firent Being for 
the purpose of worshipping God through 
a representation; the third incaleates 
the utmost reverence for the name of 
God, forbidding ils use in a light, 
tbougbtlesa, or unnecessary manner;  

the fourth commands scrupulous abstin-
ence from manual labonron thesabbath, 
and the entire d.-dicntinn of the day ta 
the Lord's service; these four command-
menls teach our dupes to God. The 
fifth enjoins on children the duly of 
obedience to parents, and adds the 
promise of a blessing to those who 
observe it: the sixth forbids anger, ha-
tred. revenge, and such other feelings as 
lead to murder; the seventh forbids ail 
uncleanness and pollution in thought 
word, or act, for tbe.e sins are included 
in adultery; the eighth furbtdsinjustice, 
cheating, evading the payment of debts, 
and all extravagance under the term 
theft; the ninth forbids lying, deceit, 
equivocation slander, backbilu g, tale-
bearing; and the tenth forbids us to 
wish to possess the goods of another, 
including disrontent, ambition, self-love, 
envy, which are ail sources of covetous-
ness. These six commandments show 
us our duties to our fellow-creatures. 

THE SPIRITUAL LAW. 
'BUT TUE WORD 18 VERY NIGH THEE, IN THY MOUTH AND IN TU'! HEART, THAT 

THOU MAYST DO IT." 

Say not the law divine 
Is hidden from thee, or afar remov'd 

That law within would shine, 
If there its glorious light were sought and lov'd. 

Soar not on high, 
Nor ask who thence shall bring it down to earth; 

That vaulted sky 
Hath no such star, didst thou but know its worth. 

Nor launch thy bark 
In search thereuf upon a shoreless sea, 

Which bas no ark, 
No dove to bring this olive-branch to thee. 

Then do not roam 
In search of that which wandering cannot win, 

At hume! At hume! 
That word is plac'd, thy mouth, thy heart within. 

Oh 1  seek it there, 
Turn to its teachings with devoted will; 

Watch unto prayer, 
And in the power of faith this law fulfil. 	BARTON. 
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PERIOD III. THE CALF MADE AND WORSHIPPED. 

23. THE GOLDEN CALF. THE TABERNACLE. 
Exodus xxxii.-xl. 

While Moses was in the mount, the people became •impa-
tient ; and Aaron, at their desire, made them a golden •calf, 
which they •worshipped. God told Moses of the heinous sin 
which the people bad committed ; and he said," This is a •stiff-
necked people, now therefore let me alone that my wrath may 
wax hot against them ; and I will make of thee a great 
nation." And Moses •besought the Lord for the people ; 
reminding him of his promises to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, that he would multiply their seed as the stars, and give 
them the land of Canaan. Then the Lord •repented him of 
the •evil which he said he would do unto them. Moses then 
came down with the two tables of stone in his hand; but when 
he saw the people •dancing, and worshipping the golden calf, 
he was greatly grieved, and he •threw down the two tables of 
stone, and broke them. He •reproached Aaron: and according 
to God's command, he appointed the •Levites to punish the 
Israelites for this sin. Three thousand of those who worship-
ped the calf were slain by the Levites. 

Moses again besought the Lord to •pardon the people; but 
God said, " Whosoever bath sinned, him will I •blot out of my 
book." God then sent a plague among them. The Lord also 
refused to go with them up to Canaan. The people mourned 
for their sin, and prayed that God would forgive them. 
Moses also entrt'ated the Lord to go with them. The Lord 
then consented to lead the people. 

The Lord wrote again the Ten Commandments on two 
tables of stone, and gave them to Moses. God directed two 
•wise-hearted men, Bezaleel and Aholiab, to •construct the 
Tabernacle; the people brought gold and silver, brass, wood, 
and other free-offerings for the work, more than enough, and 
the tabernacle was made with its •curtains and coverings 
according to all that the Lord commanded. Bezaleel and 
Aholiab also made the vessels and furniture for the tab-
ernacle; the •Ark was made of •shittim-wood ; the •mercy-seat 
—which was the lid or covering of the ark, was of pure gold ; 
and on it small winged figures, called •cherubim, were placed. 

60 



THE TABERNACLE MADE AND ERECTED. [1635-1451 B.C. 

The -table was made of shittim-wood, and the dishes, 
spoons, and covers, which were kept on it, of pure gold. The 
-candlestick, with six branches, was made of pure gold ; the 
-incense-altar was of shittim-wood, overlaid with gold; the 
altar of •burnt-offering was of shittim-wood, overlaid with 
brass; and the vessels of the altar—the pots, shovels, basons, 
flesh-hooks, and fire-pans, were made of brass ; the laver, 
which held water, in which the priests washed their hands 
and feet was also made of brass. •Vestments were made for 
the priests; the chief of these were the -ephod, with its 
•breastplate of precious stones, the -robe, the -broidered coat, 
the -girdle, and the •mitre. 

After all was finished the tabernacle was erected in the 
wilderness; the coverings were put on it, the furniture and 
vessels were anointed and placed within it, and the tabernacle 
was -consecrated to the Lord. Then a cloud covered the tent 
of the congregation, and the -glory of the Lord filled the taber-
nacle. And when the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in their jour-
neys ; but if the cloud was not taken up, then they journeyed 
not till the day that it vas taken up. 

God chose Aaron and bis sons to be priests. They were 
to offer prayers and sacrifices to God for the people. Moses 
consecrated them with oil, and the blood of bulls and rams. 
They were required to live holy lives. God promised to 
aanctify Aaron and his sons, to serve him. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

impatient—unable to bear delay; and 
in the absence of Moses they desired 
some visible image of the Deity. 

calf—in imitation of the idolatry 0f 
Egypt; where a calf, or young hullook 
was worahipped et their principal feula. 

worshipped—not as God, but as bis 
represents tive. 

"if necked—self-willed; headstrong; 
obstinate. 

besorghl—prayed earnestly. 
repealed—God changea not bis pur- 

paes as man does. nor regrets as though 
hs had committed an error; but he is  

moved with compassion towards the 
miserable, or he is entreated by their 
prayers, and does not execute bis 
threatenings. Ezekiel :viii. 21-38. 

evil—harm; injury; destruction. 

dancing—according to the custom of 
the Egyptinna et their religious festi-
vals. This custom was followed in 
ancient times not only by idolaters but 
by the worshippers nf the True God. 
2 Sam. vi. 14 ; Ps. axa. 11. This sacred 
dancing was not for amusement. 

threw dou+n—from a sudden and pow-
orful emotion of displeasure. 
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PERIOD III. 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

reproached—severely blamed; chided. 
Leoites—descendants of Levi. Lesson 

82, ' Levites: 
pardon—forgive; pass by without 

punishment. 
6lnt out—take them from the living; 

just as the names of those who died 
were blotted out from the registry of 
theirrespective tribes. Less.26,'die: 

wise-hearted—skilful in design and 
execution. 

construct—form; erect; build. 
tabernacle—tent of the Lord; it bad 

moveable walls of boards, and within it 
the services of God's worship were per. 
formed until the completion of Solo-
mon's temple. Lesson 68. 

curtains—to divide the tent, and fo' 
separate the most holy from the bolt' 
place; also for covering it, and for 
hanging before the entrance. 

ark—a chent in which were deposited 
the pot of manne (Letton 21) and the 
tables of the law; it was placed in the 
inner divyuion of the tabernacle; the ark 
was overlaid with gold. 

shittim-wood—considered to be a ape. 
cies of acacia which grows abundantly' 
in the deserts of Arabin. 

mercg-seat—tbe lid or covering of the 
ark. It was so culled beranre e cloud 
rested upon if indicative of the presence 
ofJehovah. Before it the high prient 
stood to ask counsel of the Lord and 
blessings for the people. 

eherubim—small figures with the bu-
man face, and the wings of a bird ; theN 
were placed et enrh end of the merry• 
seat, covering it with expanded wings. 

table—upon it were placed twelve 
Loaves of new brend every Sabbath, the 
&d baves having been previously re-
moved by the priests. Leviticus xxiv. 8. 
These loaves were set before God in 
gratitude for his bounty, and as e lively 
emblem of the oneness of the twelve 
tribes—for they were all one bread. 
The priests air-0f Ibis bread; but it was 
unlawful for others to do sa. Less. 48, 

hallowed: 
candlestick—the seven sockets were 

daily tillent with pure olive oil, and the 
';glrts 'were certainly kept burning from 
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sonnet until sunrise, and probably during 
the day also. 

incurie-altar—incense was composed 
of gums & spices whicb God expressly 
named; frankinrense being the chief 
ingredient.. None but the priests were 
to burn it, and they were to barn it 
morning and 'evening before the Lord.' 

burnt-offering—tbe sacrifice ; a type 
of the sacrifice of Christ for our sins. 

vestments—garments; priestly robes. 
ephod—a small cloak made of linen 

for the ordinary priests ; of cotton, 
coioured with erimson,purple,and bine, 
for the High Prient. On each shoulder 
of the ephod was a precious stone, on 
which were engraved the names of 
the twelve tribes, six on each. 

breast plate—the breastplate formed 
the front part of the ephod,.if was set 
with twelve precious Atones in frames of 
gold, bearing the nomes of the twelve 
1rihes. It in believed that upon it were 
presented visible manifestations of the 
Divine Will with reference to any in. 
quiry made by the prient. 

robe—a long linen gown of light bine, 
ail of one piece, with a hole at the top 
for the head to pans through, and on 
each side for the arme. To this robe 
bells and pomegranates were attached. 

broidered coat—a robe witb sleeves 
to the wrists, it was worn both by the 
high priest and the ordinary priests. 

girdle—t bis was made of fine twined 
linen, embroidered with kine, purple, 
and scarlet; it was long enough to be 
womrd several times round the body, 
and was woes over the coat. 

mitre—a turban of fine linen wilh a 
plate of pure gold in front, on which was 
inaoribea "HOLINFSS TO THE LORD." 

consecrated—formally set apart for 
God's service. 

glory—the cloud was the token of 
God's presence. Lesson 22. 

sanclify—Lesson 20. 'l'he priesthood 
wan from this finie vested in the sons of 
Aaron, and continued in bis family till 
Christ came. 'fire other families of the 
tribe of Levi find duties assigned to 
them connected with the service of the 
tabernacle, but they were not eligible 
for tbe priesthood. 



THE DIVINE GUIDANCE. 	[1635-1451 H.C. 

WAITING FOR DIVINE GUIDANCE. 
RAND WHEN THE CLOUD WAS TAKEN UP FROM THE TABERNACLE, THEN THE 

CIIILDREN OP 1$RAEL JOURNEYED." 

How beautiful the lessons taught 
By Israel's journeyings still appear; 

With what divine instruction fraught, 
Fur christian pilgrims to revere. 

And many a law whose influence sway'd 
The earlier chosen of the Lord, 

Divinely understood, may aid 
Our holy progress Zion-ward. 

Have we no ark in this our day P 
Are tent and tabernacle gone ? 

No cloud tu tell us when to stay? 
No radiant light to lead us on? 

What if those outward signs are fled, 
Their hidden meaning long shall last, 

And souls, by Christ their Captain led, 
Leans present wisdom from the past. 

Such when the cloud ha a veil'd from sight 
Theif ark within, awhile must rest, 

And wait the dawning of that light 
Whose guidance heretofore bas blest. 

But when the fire with brightness burns, 
And when the shadowy cloud is gone, 

These, as the light of grace returns, 
In hope and gladnessjourney on. 

BARTON. 

24. NADAB AND ABIHU SLAIN. THE LEVITES. 
Leviticus ix.-Numbers x. 

Wben Aaron made his first offerings to the Lord for him-
self, and for the people, as Moses commanded'him, the glory 
of the Lord appeared unto all the people, and there came a 
•fire out from before the Lord, and consumed the burnt-offering 
upon the altar, which when all the people saw they shouted 
and fell upon their faces. 

Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them 
hie -censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and 
offered -strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them 
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PERIOD 111.1OFFERINGS,  ETC. CHARGE OF THE LEVITES. 

not. And there went out fire from the Lord, and -devoured 
them, and they died before the Lord. The people took the 
bodies of Nadab and Abihu and buried them outside of the 
camp. God then commanded that the priests should not drink 
wine nor strong drink •when they went into the Tabernacle, 
lest they should die. 

God gave Moses many •laws for the Israelites. Some of 
them are called the ceremonial law; they relate to sacrifices and 
offerings in general, to religious feasts and faste, to cleansings 
of various kinds, to forbidden food and forbidden pleasures. 
The principal offerings were the •Burnt-offering, Meat-offering, 
Peace-offering, Sin-offering, and Trespass-offering. Another 
class of laws were for the guidance of the judges and rulers in 
the government of the nation; these laws are called the civil 
•code. All these •ordinances and laws the Israelites were 
commanded strictly to observe. 

Two men strove together in the camp, and one of them 
blasphemed and cursed God. He was put into prison. 
Moses inquired of the Lord how he was to be punished. God 
said he was to die. The people took him gutside the camp, 
and •stoned him until he died. His mother was Shelomith, an 
Israelitish woman, but his father was an Egyptian. 

The descendants of Levi were called Levites. When the 
children of Israel journeyed in the Wilderness of Sin, God 
said the Levites were to serve him in the Tabernacle. He 
accepted them -instead of the firstborn of the Israelites. Moses 
consecrated them. Their business was to instruct the people, 
to wait on the priests, and to take care of all things belonging 
to the tabernacle. The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohath, 
and Merari; their descendants •constituted the three orders of 
Levites ; the Gershonites had charge of all the coverings, 
hangings, and curtains of the tabernacle ; they were to en-
camp on the western side of the tabernacle. The K,obathites 
were appointed to carry the ark and the sacred vessels, the 
table, and the candlesticks: they were to encamp on the south-
ern side of the tabernacle. The Merarites had the care of the 
boards, pillars and sockets, of the tabernacle, and of the court 
round about; they were to encamp on the northern side of the 
tabernacle. 
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"THE STRANGE OFFERING." [1635-1451 B.C. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
fire—probably the mode by which ceived or of supplication for blessings 

God testified his acceptance of Abel. needed, the other offerings were atone-
Y, 'accepted;' & Less. 81,' fire.' menta for sin. 

cesser—a pan, or small vase, used for code—book; body, or caries of laws. 
carrying the fire in which the incense 	ordinances—observances; ceremonies 
was burned from the altar to other ordered to be observed. 
places. 	 stoned—this horrid mode of destroy- 

rtrasge—irregular; the fire they used ing life was inflicted on idolaters, 
was not taken from the altar, but from blasphemers, sabbath-breakers, and 
flue in common use. 	 rebellious children; the witnesses 
desoared—consumed ; burned up. Less. against them were required to com. 

88, ' consumed.' 	 mence the dreadful puuishment, after 
when—perfect sobriety in all who which the assembled multitude com-

conducted the service of the Lord was pleted it. Lesson 26, 'stoned: 
henceforward enjoined, which leads te instead—it was commanded that the 
the conclusion that Nadab and Abihu first-born of all the tribes should be 
were drawn into the sin of which tbey devoted to God, as Israel's expression 
bad been çuilty by an improper indul- of gratitude for their deliverance from 
gence in wine. 	 the destroying angel; but now God 

larva—rules ; directions te be ob- chose the tribe of Levi, and accepted 
served. 	 them for his service instead of the tiret- 

ôurn!qffBring, 4c.—with the excep- born ofail Israel. Lea. 20,'sanctify.' 
tion of tEepe ace-offering, which was a constituted—formed of parts or sec-
sacrifice of gratitude for mercies re- tions. 

THE STRANGE OFFERING. 
"AND THERE WENT OUT FIRE FROM THE LORD AND DEVOURED THEM." 

This is the abode where God doth dwell, 
This is the gate of Heaven, 

The shrine of the Invisible, 
The Priest, the Victim given. 

O holy seat, O holy fane, 
Where dwells the Omnipotent, 

Whom the broad world cannot contain, 
Nor Heaveu's high firmament. 

Here, where the unearthly guest descends 
To hearts of innocence, 

And sacred love her wing extends 
Of holiest influence. 

Let no unhallow'd thought be here 
Within that sacred door; 

Let nought polluted dare draw near, 
Nor tread the awful floor; 

Or, lu! the avenger is at hand, 
And at the dcor doth stand! 

CHILD'S CHRISTIAN YEAR. 
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25. MIRIAM'S LEPROSY. THE SPIES' REPORT. 

Numbers x. 33-xiii. 

When the children of Israel journeyed from Mount Sinai, 
the ark of the -covenant went before them three days' 
journey to seek for a resting place for them. And when 
the ark set forward, Moses said, "Rise up, Lord, and let thine 
enemies be scattered ; and let them that hate thee flee before 
thee." And when it rested, he said, « Retum, O Lord, to the 
many thousands of Israel." 

The people again complained, and the Lord was greatly 
displeased ; he sent down fire, which consumed many of 
them. Moses prayed for them, and the fire was quenched. 
The place was called Taberah. - They came to Kibroth-
hataavah; there they murmured for flesh, God was angry 
and sent them quails; the people ate them and were -afflicted 
with a great plague ; and many died. Moses complained 
of the great burden of governing the people; God appointed 
seventy •elders to assist him. The spirit of God which 
rested upon Moses descended on the seventy elders, and they 
•prophesied. Two of them, called Eldad and Medad, did not 
go into the tabernacle, but taught in the camp; Joshua 
desired Moses to forbid them from prophesying, but Moses 
would flot; he said, "Would God that all the Lord's people 
were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit upon 
them !" Miriam and Aaron -spake against Moses, because he 
had -marriéd an Ethiopian woman. For this the Lord -punished 
Miriam with leprosy; she became white as snow, and was 
shut out of the camp for •seven days. 

God commanded twelve men to be sent to search Canaan; 
a man out of each tribe. Moses therefore sent twelve men, 
that were heads of the people, from Kadesh-barnea ; and he 
said unto them, "Go see the land what it is; and the people 
that dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or 
many; and what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be 
good or bad ; and what cities they be that they dwell in, 
whether in tents, or strong holds; and what the land is, 
whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein or 
not, and be of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land." 
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REPORT OF THE SPIES. 	[1635-1451 S.C: 

So they went up, and searched the land, and after forty days, 
they returned. They brought a bunch of grapes from Eshcol, 
so large, that -two men were required to carry it. All the 
spies said that Canaan was a good land,—a land -flowing with 
milk and honey. Caleb and Joshua, two of the spies, wanted 
the people to go and take possession of it; but the ten told 
them they were not able. They said, "The cities are strong, 
and the people who dwell therein are giants." The people 
believed the false report, and lifted up their voice and wept 
that night. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

covenant—the ark was so called be-
cause it contained the tables of the law 
on which were inscribed the ternis of 
agreement between Jebovah and the 
children of Israel; by the observance of 
which they should have secured tothem 
possession of Canaan, the privilege of 
being a peculiar people unto God, and 
all the temporal blessings connected 
therewith. Jar. axai. 31-34. 
Rise rp, «e.—whether the people moved 

forward or rested Moses offered spray-
er b God. 

aptieted—punished for their murmur- 

elders--a selection from the large 
number of elders already recognised by 
the several tribes. Lesson 18, 'elders.' 

prophesied—spoke with the authority 
of God's messengers, or that of appoint-
ed teachers. 

apake against—they were jealous of 
the extraordinary favour bestowed upon 
him by Jebovah. 

marrisd—the wife of Moses was the 
daughter of Jethro, a prient of Midian, 
(Lesson 17) in Hebrew she is called a 
Cusbite; this term in generally applied 
to the Ethiopians of Ambla. 

pinched—Miriam was evidentlytbe 
cbief offender, as Aaron was not in-
claded in the punishment. 

ieprosg--a loathsome and contagions 
disease in the skia, still common in 
Syria sud the East; it especially affects 
the knees and elbows, and sometimes 
the whole body. There were several  

kinds of leprosy; in this case, and in 
those of Gehazi and Uzziah, the disease 
was a judgment inflicted by the 
Almighty. Lessons 91 and 104. 

seven—this number of days was 
appointed for her cure. 

two men—it is generally supposed that 
the grapes were borne on a staff be-
tween two men, not because of the size 
of the cluster, but tbat the grapes might 
not be bruised. Travellers state that 
some of the species of graves of Pales-
tine and Syria are extraordinarily large, 
and also biset the bunches are larger 
than those of France and Italy; the 
valley of Eshcol still produces grapes 
of large size and delicious flavour. 

fiowing with—a phrase proverbial 
0f great abundance. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
TARERAS—' burning ;' a place of 

encampment in the Was. of Peran. 
KIBROTH-HATTAAVAH —'graves Of 

lust;' the encampment of the Ierael-
ites at which they lusted for flesh. 

ETHiopIA—southern Arabiawae thus 
called. 

KADEBH-BARAEA—a city near the 
wilderness of Paran on the southern 
border of the promised land. From 
Kadesh-barnea the Israelites had to 
turn back into the wilderness, when 
condemned to wander therein forty 
years for their rebellions. 

EsHCot.—' a cluster of grapes when 
the land wen divided, the valley of 
Eshcol lay between Simeon nnd Dan. 
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PERIOD III. 	 THE PILGRIM. 

"MY COVENANT..TO GIVE THEM THE LAND OP THEIR PILGRIMAGE.^ 

Pilgrim to the land of rest, 
Canaan fair beyond the skies, 

Through the desert oft distress'd, 
Where the tiery serpent flies. 

Zion's road's a chequer'd scene, 
Sorrows mingle with our joy, 

Lights and shadows intervene, 
Here a song and there a sigh. 

Earth, 'tis but a howling waste, 
Storms of pungent sorrows blow, 

Waters bitter to the taste, 
From the brooks of Marah flow. 

Forward press through sore dismay, 
Griefs, and groans, and heavy woes, 

Flame by night, and shade by day, 
Still the cloudy pillar goes. 

See the wat'ry deep divides, 
Pharaoh's host to bury there, 

Still the flaming pillar guides, 
Leads the van, and guards the rear. 

Thus the dreary path they trod, 
Follow'd by the cloud and game, 

. Murmur'd oft against their God, 
We, alas! have done the same. 

Did they kiss their calves of gold, 
Bow and shameful homage pay 1 

Let it ne'er in Gath be told, 
We have kiss'd them every day. 

Thou art still our cov'nant God, 
Let thy guiding pillar show, 

While we tread the self same road, 
Where to stand, and when to go. 

Eshcol's clusters we have eat, 
Sweet their taste, their number few; 

Lord, thy visits now repeat, 
While we pass the desert through. 

Soon with yonder blood-bought crowd, 
We shall sing on Canaan's shore, 

Songs of triumph, sweet and loud, 
War with Amalek no more. 

KENT. 
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26. ISRAEL'S REBELLION. OF KORAH, &c. 
Numbers xiv.-xxii. 

Then all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and 
Aaron; and •the whole congregation said," •Would God that we 
had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in 
this wilderness ! •Let us make us a captain and let us return into 
Egypt." Then Joshua and Caleb spake unto all the people, 
saying, "Rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the 
people of the land; their defence is departed from them, and 
the Lord is with us." But all the congregation spake of 
stoning them. The glory of the Lord then appeared in the 
tabernacle before all the people ; and the Lord said unto 
Moses, "How long will this people •provoke me P I will smite 
them with a •pestilence." Moses prayed to the Lord not to 
destroy them. God then said that all the men that came out 
of Egypt, except Caleb and Joshua, should •wander forty years, 
and •die in the wilderness, and that their children should 
possess the land. God commanded the Israelites to •turn 
back again into the wilderness. The unfaithful spies died of 
the plague. The next day the people marched towards 
Canaan, •contrary to God's will. They were met by the 
Canaanites and t.he Amalekites, who defeated the Israelites, 
and slew many of them. The Lord permitted the Israelites 
to be thus punished because of their great disobedience. 

While the Israelites continued in the Wilderness of Paran 
a man was found gathering sticks on the Sabbath day. God 
commanded him to be stoned. God bad declared that all who 
worked on the Sabbath should surely die. 

•Korah, •Dathan, Abiram, and On rebelled against Moses 
and Aaron. •The earth opened and swallowed them up; and 
fire came and devoured two-hundred-and-fifty men who 
-offered incense with them. The next day the people began 
to rebel, but God sent a plague among them, and 14,700 died. 
According to God's command a •rod for each tribe was placed 
in the tabernacle; and on the next day it was found that 
Aaron's rod had budded, blossomed, and brought forth 
•almonds. The Lord said, "Bring Aaron's rod again before 
the •testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels." 
The rod was a token that God had chosen Aaron and bis 
house to be priests, and none other. 
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PERIOD III. 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

the whole eongregalion—though the 
Isrnelites were divided into twelve dis-
tinct tribes, they are, nevertheless, 
spoken of as but one assembly. 

Would God. «Je.—they wished they 
had died in Egypt, or in thewilderness. 

Let us, ka.—they came to the resolve 
that instead of going forward to Ce- 
■aan they would go back to Egypt. 
Did they expect that the cloud of God 
would lead them, and the manna fall fo 
sustain them in their rebellion? 

provoke--excite to wrath • arouse to 
Indignation; not that Jeiovah was 
provoked as man iv, but that their 
conduct deserved bis anger and punish-' 
ment. 

pestikxee—a destructive and conta-
gious disease. 

wander—and die—this was the asti 
punishment for their unbelief and dis-
obedience. Heb. iii. 17-iv. 8. Lesson 
2:3, 'blot ouf.' 

tarai back—tbe first command to turn 
back (Lesson 20,' Pihnhiroth') was to 
bring them into a position of peril where 
their faith should be tried, and where 
they should experience God's power and 
goodness; but now the command to 
turn is for their punishment. They had 
arrived within a short distance of the 
southern border of the land of Canaan; 
and they were ordered to tern back into 
the 'terrible wilderness' through whicb 
the Lord'bad safely led them. 

contrary—inslead of tumbling them-
selves before God. they rashly proceeded 
to furfber acts ofdisobedience. 

Korah—Korah was of the tribe of 
Levi ; be grewealous of the dignity 
conferred upon the family of Amram-
Moses being the chosen lawgiver, and 
Apron & his sons the appointed priests. 

Dal han, ¢c.—these leaders were of 
the tribe of Reuben, Jacob's eldest son; 
probably they were displeased with the 
pre-eminence of Moses and Aaron, and 
submitted to Korah's guidance. 

the earth, ¢e.—Moses proposed tn try 
the question of his divine mission and 
authority by submitting the decision to 
God; be therefore separated the people 
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from the rebels, saying, that if Korah 
and bis company should die a naturel 
death then the Lord had not.sent him. 
As soon as the separation wascomplete 
tbe judgments of God fell on the rebels. 

offer incense—tbe spiritual leadership 
was the subject of contention. Korali 
and his company advanced the plea that 
all the congregation were boly--any of 
them being equally acceptable to God 
as priests and teachers. This opinion 
was refuted by the sudden destruction 
of the rebels. . 

roda shepherd'a staff; the great 
mass of the people having become dis. 
affected, a plague was not only sent 
nmong them, but a miracle was per-
formed in order to shew that the spiri-
tual guidance of Israel was vested in 
the tribe of Levi and in the family of 
Apron. The rods were emblematicnl 
ot'apiritunl leedershjP. Psalm xxiii.4; 
Isaiah xl. 10,11. John x. 11-14. 

almond—the Hebrew name of the 
almond-tree denotes ifs hasty growth & 
early maturity; if grows extensively in 
Palestine, and around its borders, and 
blossoms very early in the year, no early 
as January; if in supposed that the roda 
of all the chiefs were made of this free ; 
the miracle of Aaron's rod alone bed-
ding, blossoming, and bearing fruit et 
the same time determined the con-
troversy as to the priesthood; there 
were no more disputes or rebellions on 
this subject. 

testimony—meaning the ark of the 
testimony, or ark of the cofenant. Less. 
25, 'covenant.' The tables of the Law 
constituted the covenant, or agreement, 
between God and the people. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
WILDRRNesS OF PARAN—lay south 

of Beersheba, and was near to Edom 
and the wilderness of Zin. Into this 
wilderness Hagar and Ishmael went 
when expelled by Abraham. Lesson 9. 
The Israelites entered this wilderness 
after leaving Mount Sinai ; it is called 
by Moses, "the great and terrible 
wilderness.' 



OUR EXAMPLES. 	[1635-1451 B.C. 

"NOW ALL THESE THINGS NAPPENED UNTO THEM FOR E\SAMPLES, AND THEY 
' 	 ARE WRITTEN FOR OUR ADMONITION. 

When Israel's host belov'd of God, 
From Egypt sought the desert dread, 
By day the cloud before them sped, 
By night the fiery pillar led; 

Unhurt the Red Sea depths they trod; 
He rain'd down bread from Heaven's blue height, 
He bade the rock yield water bright, 
Till promis'd Canaan met their sight, 

With blushing vine and fertile sod. 

We seek a land of more delight 
Than aught that promis'd Canaan gave; 
We have escape'd from sin's dark grave, 
Have pass'd the pure baptismal wave; 

Christ leads us on by day and night, 
The Bread that feeds our wearineas, 
The Rock that, in the wilderness, 
Still gushes pure and free to bless 

Our souls with spiritual might. 

We must not be like Israel's band, 
Who tempted God by deed and thought, 
Who scoru'd the law Hia prophet taught, 
Who loath'd the precious food he brought, 

And wish'd -again for Egypt's land; 
His holy faith they would not hold, 
But lov'd the tales the heathen told, 
And made them idol gods of gold, 

Provoking His almighty hand. 

These things are our examples given, 
That we, who walk in brighter day, 
May hold our faith more pure than they; 
Nor in this bad world go astray 

To sin by evil passions driven; 
Till He, whom type and lay foretold 
In mystic signa and songs of old, 
Shall lead us o'er life 's dreary wold, 

Safe to our happy home in Heaven. 
VERSES FOR HOLY SEASONS. 
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PERIOD III.] THE ARK. ELDERS APPOINTED. 

27. MIRIAM'S DEATH. THE FIERY SERPENTS. 
Numbers xx. xxi. 

Then came the whole congregation of Israel to Kadesh, in 
the Wilderness of Zizi; here Miriam died and was buried. 
At this place there was no water for the congregation, and 
they gathered themselves together, against Moses and against 
Aaron. God commanded Moses to speak to the rock, and 
water should come forth. Moses smote the rock twice, saying 
unto the people, Il Hear now, ye rebels, shall we fetch water 
out of the rock." Moses thus -displeased God; and God told 
him he -should not take the Israelites into Canaan. 

Moses sent messengers to the king of Edom, to ask him 
to allow the Israelites to pass through his land; saying, "We 
will not pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, 
neither will we drink of the water of the wells; we will go by 
the king's highway, we will not tum to the right hand nor to 
the left, until we have passed thy borders." And Edom said, 
"Thou shalt not pass by me, lest I come out against thee 
with the sword." The people -then journeyed to Mount Hor. 
Here Aaron died; and his son, Eleazar, was appointed high 
priest. Aaron was not permitted to enter Canaan, because he 
and Moses had disobeyed God. Aaron's age was one-hundred-
and-twenty-two years. 

The Israelites again rebelled against God and against Moses. 
God punished them by sending •fiery serpents among them. 
The people acknowledged that they had sinned and asked 
Moses to pray unto the Lord to take the serpents away. 
And Moses prayed for the people. Moses was then directed 
to make a -brazen serpent and to put it on a pole, that all those 
who had been bitten by the fiery serpents, when they •looked 
up to the brazen serpent might be -healed. 

The Israelites sent messengers to Sihon, king of the Amor-
ites, asking leave to pass through his land; but he and Og, the 
king of Bashan, came against Israel, with their armies. They 
were defeated, and themselves, with their armies, slain. The 
Israelites took -possession of their countries, and cities, from 
the River Arnon to Mount Gilead, and all Bashan. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1635-1451 B.c. 

displeased—God will have his com-
mands strictly observed; Moses was 
desired to speak to the rock, instead of 
which he struck it twice in a presamPtn-
ous spirit. God said,"tbe water shall 
come forth ;' "Shah we fetch water," 
was the reprehensible language of 
Moses. 

should Dol, 4c.—God is no respecter of 
persons; the multitude who came out 
of Egypt were denied entrance into 
Canaan for their rebellion ; and for 
one act of disobedience the honor of 
leading Israel into their long-promised 
possession was denied to Moses. 

tiles journeyed, 4c.—they did not fear 
the threatened assault of the warlike 
Edomites, but God had forbidden war-
tare with their bretbren, the children of 
Banal saying, "meddle not with them, 
for I will not give you of their land, no, 
not no much as a foot-breadth; because 
I have given Muant Seir auto Esau for 
a possession." Lesson 13. 

fiery serpents—it is generally supposed 
that these serpents are calledfiery on 
acconnt of their burning bites ; some 
commentators suppose they were 
winged serpents; and we are informed 
by ancient writers that Ibis wilderness 
was formerly infested with serpents 
baving wings. 

brazen--the brazen serpent became 
the cause of idolatry in the time of 
Hezekiah. Lesson 107. Christ refers 
to it as a type of his own death and of 
the effcacyoffaithin him. Jobniii. 14. 

looted—God appointed the simplest 
means of cure that bis graciou, inter-
ference might be acknowledged, and 
that all who chose might avail them-
selves of it. 

sealed—several sncient writers assert, 
that the bite of the serpents, which 
abounded in this wilderness, was so 
venomous and deadly as to be beyond 
the reach of art to cure it. 

possession—though Moses was Dot 
permitted to go over Jordan, he bad  

the gratification of seeing the firat fruits 
of God's promise, which was to put 
Israel in possession of a part oftheir 
inheritance. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

KADasH—not Kadesh-bsraea, train 
which place the Israelites were com-
manded to turn back (gain into the 
wilderness; but Kadesh, near gsina-
geber, on the western border of the 
territory of Edom. 

EDON—the country to the south of 
Canaan, called also Idumes; it eat ends 
into Arabin Petrea and to the bordera 
of the Red Sea; it was peopled by the 
descendants of Eaan who are called 
Edomites. 

MOUNT Batt—a monntain of Arabia 
Petrea on the bordera of Edom, wbere 
Aaron died and was buried. It is said 
to be the bighest of the mountains of 
Seir. 

AMORITES—the descendants of Emer, 
or Amor, the fourth son of Canaan ; 
they inhabited the moantainoaa tracts 
to the east of the Dead Sec. After the 
kings of the Amorites were aldin, their 
territory on the east of the Dead Sea 
was occupied by the tribes of Reuben 
and Gad ; and on the west by the tribe 
of Judah. The Gibeonites were Amor-
ites. 

BASHAn—a fertile district of Cannan, 
east of Jordan and the ses of Galilee ; it 
was celebrated for its ouka, ifs pastures, 
and its cattle. Its king was a man of 
gigantic stature, hence his Dame Og, 
which means 'giant'. 

AsNON—a river whieh rises in the 
mountains of Gilead and faits into the 
Dead Sea; it divided the country of 
the Amorites from that of the Moabites. 

MOUNT GILEAD-' heap of testi-
mony;' the mountains of Gilead lie 
eaat of the Jordan, and extend from 
Anti-Iibanus southward into Arabia 
Petrea. 
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PERIOD III.] 	BALAI SENDS FOR BALAAM. 

GRACE AND SIN. 
'THEY PROVOKED 111M SPIRIT SQ THAT HE SPAKE UNADVISEDLY WITH HIS LIPS." 

Moses, the patriot fierce, became 
The meekest man on earth, 

To shew us how love's quickening flame, 
Can give our coule new birth. 

Moses, the man of meekest heart, 
Lost Canaan by self-will, 

To shew, where grace has doue its part, 
How sin defiles us still. 

Thou who hast brought me in thy fear, 
Yet seest me frail at beat, 

O grant me loss with Moses here, 
To gain hie future rest! 

CHILD'S CHRISTIAN YEAR. 

28. BALAK AND BALAAM. IDOLATRY IN MOAB. 
Numbers xxii.-mi. 

`then the people of Moab saw all that Israel had done to 
the Amorites, they were sore afraid. -Balak, the king of Moab, 
sent for -Balaam to -curse the Israelites. At first God would 
not permit Balaam to go. Balak sent again, and Balaam was 
-permitted to go, but he was to speak only that which God told 
him. On his way to Moab, the angel of the Lord met him, 
and he was again told not to curse the Israelites. Balak, topk 
Balaam to the top of Mount Peor ; there instead of cursing 
the Israelites, he was forced to bless them and to foretell their 
greatness. He desired to die the death of the -righteous, 
which was a good prayer from a wicked man. Balak said to 
Balaam, "What hast thon done unto me P I took thee to curse 
mine enemies, and behold, thou hast blessed them altogether." 
And Balaam answered, "Must I not take heed to speak that 
which the Lord hath put in my -mouth P God is not a man that 
he should lie; neither the son of man that he should repent; 
hath he said, and shall he not do it, or hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good P Behold I have received command-
ment to bless ; and he hath blessed ; and I 'cannot reverse it." 
When Balaam had further foretold the prosperity of Israel,

!k's anger was kindled, and he •smote his hands together, 
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IDOLATBY IN D[OAB. 	[1635-1451 B.C. 

and said, "Flee thee to thy place; I thought to promote thee 
to great honour, but -the Lord hath kept thee back from 
honour." Balaam replied to Balak, "If Balak would give me 
his house full of silver and gold I cannot go beyond .the com-
mandment of the Lord." 

At Shittim, in Moab, the Israelites were ensnared into 
idolatry with the Midianites. This was done by the •advice 
of the wicked prophet, Balaam. For this sin God sent a 
plague on them and 24,000 of the people died. During the 
plague, Zlmri, an Israelite, sinned greatly in taking a Midian-
itish woman named Cozbi, into his tent. Phinehas, the son 
of Eleazar, the high priest, slew them both. Then the plague 
stopped, and God promised •great blessings to Phinehas. 

The Israelites were numbered at Shittim. Many directions 
were given them about dividing the land, its inheritance, 
their offerings, feasts, &c. To punish the Midianites, God 
commanded Moses to take 12,000 men, and make war 
against them. The Israelites slew •all the men of Midian, 
with their kings, but spared the women. Balaam was -slain 
in this battle. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Bolak—the same request that had 
been made to the king of Edom (Les.27) 
was made to Balak, but be would not 
consent ; he and tbe neighbouring kings 
were probably ignorant of the miracu-
looa supply of fond, daily provided for 
the Israelites, and imagined that a fam-
ine would be the result of supplying 
food to so large a number; they might 
also apprehend that admission into 
their territories being granted, the 
Israelites would then attempt to con-
quer their countries. 

Balaam—' devourer of the people;' 
it la not known whether be was only a 
pretender, or a divinely inspired pro-
phet; it is however certain that he was 
deterred from cursing the Israelites, 
and compelled to pronounce over them 
the inspired language of blessing. 

caris—according to the notion of 
idolaters, that priests or diviners could 
lueuence the decision of their gods- 

Balak hoped that Balaam might, by 
incantations and sacrifices to the God 
of the fIebrews, cause the destruction 
of the people whose approach be dreaded. 

permitted —the character of Balanm 
was that of a covetous and greedy man; 
he "loved the wages of unrighteous. 
ness," and therefore eagerly desired to 
obtain them from Balak. Lesson ll, 
'obtained.' 

righteous--alluding to the Israelites, 
whom he esteemed as a holy nation, or 
probably to the happy death of Israel 
after whom this people were called—an 
intimation which he might bave obtain-
ed from God. 

mouth—a plain declaration that the 
message he had to pronounce was not 
in accordance with his own feelings. 

repent—not likely to reverse hie de-
visiona ; he would assuredly fulfil hie 
promise to Abraham by giving Canaan 
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PERIOD III. 	" BALAX AND BALAAM." 

to bis posterity. In another sense 
repentance is sometimes ascribed to 
God. Lesson 23. 

cannot—notwitbatanding bis fame as 
a diviner, he confessed bis otter in-
ability to influence the will of the Most 
High. 

smofe—from e feeling of bitter dis-
appointment and rage. 

the Lord—Balak was evident%y igno-
rant of the true God, although he had 
beard Balsam apply the Dame Jehovah 
to the God of the Hebrews. Balsam, 
it appears, understood that Jehovah 
was the God of gods—the Almighty. 

advice—he who did not dare to curse 
Israel, wickedly saggeated a plan 
whereby they might be made to draw 
down the displeasure of God upon them-
selves. 

great blessings—the promise of per-
petual priesthood to him and bis seed. 

all—not the entire nation, but all that 
borde which was concerned in the 
seduction of Israel• other hordes or 
tribes were at a distance from this 
scene of destruction. Lessons 36,37. 

slain justicespeedily overtook this 
wicked man, and that too among the 
people who had given themselves up to 
his teaching and authority. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
MoAB—'father's progeny;' the part 

of Arabie Petrea on the east of the 
Dead Sea; it was inhabited, after the 
gigantic race of the Emim were con-
quered, by the descendants of Moab, 
one of the sons of Lot. The territory 
of Sihon had belonged to the Moabites, 
but they were dispossessed of it by that 
warrior chief, who in bis turn was 
subdued by the Israelites under Moses. 

MOUNT PzoR—one of the heights of 
the Abarim mountains. 

SRITTIM—the place in the plains of 
Moab where the Israelites were en-
snared into idolatry by the Midianites, 
and the idolaters were slain. 

MtntAN—a country of Arabia Patres, 
the people of which were descendants 
of Midian, the fourth son of Abraham 
and Keturah. The Moabites & Midian-
ites were neighbours and appear to bave 
lived on terms of friendship. The 
Midianites were an unsettled race, and 
like the Ishmaelites lived a wandering 
life ; sometimes living by plunder 
sometimes following the avocation of 
merchants. Lesson 14. They joined 
with the Moe bites to obtain the services 
of Balaam to curse Isrnel ; and their 
looser morals, arising from their un-
settled habits, rendered them better 
agents for ensnaring the Israelites into 
idolatry and other sins. 

BALAK AND BALAAM. 
ROW GOODLY ARE THY TENTS, O JACOB, AND THY TABERNACLES, O ISRAEL V' 

Upon the hill the Prophet stood, 
King Balak in the rocky vale, 
Around him, like a fiery flood, 
Flash'd to the sun his men of mail. 

'Twas morn ;—'twas noon;—the sacrifice 
Still roll'd its sheeted flame to heaven 
Still on the Prophet turn'd their eyes, 
Nor yet the fearful curse was given. 

'Twas eve;—the flame was feeble now, 
Dried was the victim's purple blood; 
The sun was rushing broad and low 
Upon the murmuring multitude. 
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THE CITIES OF REFUGE. [1635-1451 B.C. 

"Now curse, or die!"—The gathering roar 
Around him, like a tempest, came; 
Again the altar stream'd with gore ; 
And blush'd again the sky with shame. 

The prophet was in prayer ;—he rose, 
His mantle from his face he flung 
He listen'd, where the mighty foes 
To heaven their evening anthem sung. 

He saw their camp, like endless clouds, 
Mix'd with the horizon's distant blue; 
Saw on the plains their marshall'd crowda; 
Heard the high strain their trumpets blew. 

A sudden spirit on him came, 
A sudden fire was in his eye; 
His tongue was touch'd with hallow'd flame, 
The "Curser" swell'd with prophecy. 

"How shall I curse whom God bath bless'd? 
"With whom he dwells, with whom shall dwell !" 
He clasp'd his pale hands on his breast, 
" Then, be thou blest, O Israel !" 

29. CITIES OF REFUGE. DEATH OF MOSES. 

Numbers xxxii.-Deuteronomy xxxiv. 

The tribes of Reuben and Gad had a very great multitude 
of cattle; and when they saw that the land of Jazer and 
Gilead, which had been taken from Sihon and Og, were good 
for pasturage, they asked Moses to give them those lands for 
their possession. Moses told them that Canaan must be first 
conquered; these tribes then proposed to •leave their wives 
and children in possession of the country, while they went 
fully armed before their brethren, to conquer Canaan; and 
then they would return and possess their land. 

The Lord appointed •forty-eight cities to be given to the 
Levites. Six of them were to be cities of -refuge for those 
who had slain others by accident. Three of the cities, Bezer, 
Bamoth, and Golan, were on the east of Jordan, and the other 
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PERIOD I1I.] 	THE DEATH OF MOSES. 

three, Kadesh-Naphtali, Shecljern, and Hebron were on the 
west of Jordan. The man-slayer who had slain another 
unawares, might flee to a city of refuge, and remain there safe 
from the •avenger of blood, until the •death of the High Priest, 
when he might •go abroad without fear of punishment. 

God made it known that he had appointed Joshua to 
succeed Moses. Moses wished to go into Canaan, and prayed, 
saying, "I pray thee let me go over and see the good land 
that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain and Lebanon." 
But the Lord would not permit him to go over because he had 
smitten the rock at Aferibah, 'when God had commanded him 
to speak to it only. Before Moses died he 'repeated the Law 
to the Israelites ; exhorted them to obedience ; forbade 
idolatry ; and prophesied of Christ. He •foretold that Israel 
would worship idols after they entered Canaan ; that they 
would be •taken as slaves into a strange country; and after 
that be scattered over all the world. 

Moses ascended Mount Nebo, and from thence he beheld 
the promised land. He again exhorted the Israelites to 
obedience. He blessed them and then died. His age was one- 
hundred-and-twenty years. He was •buried in a valley of 
Zfoab. The people mourned thirty days. And there arose 
not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses whom the Lord 
knew 'face to face, in all the signs and the wonders, which the 
Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to 
all his servants, and to al] his land, in all that mighty hand, 
and in all the great terror which Moses shewed in the sight of 
all Israel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

lease—God had promised protection forty-eight—tbeae cities were chosen 
to their wives, children, property, and I ont of ail the tribes of Israel ; the 
lande, nt those seasons when a11 the men I Levites were consequently dispersed 
of Israel were to appear before him inI throughout the entire population, thus 
the place which he should choose; and I fulfilling a great b)'ectoftheirap point-
as it wax a duty on these men to assist I ment to the priestbood—that of being 
their brethren when they crossed over the religion@ iastractors and jndfres ot 
Jordan, they relied on the same promise I the people. Lesson 88, 'forty-eigbt.' 
that their inheritan~•e would be Pre- 	refuge—this protection extended only 
served free from the invasion of their j to those who had caused death by 
enemies. Exodus xxxiv. 23, 24. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1635-1451 B.C. 

accident; if a murderer escaped to one 
of these cities he was forbidden pro-
tection, the command being," If e man 
come presumptuous)y upon bis neigh-
bour, to slay him with guile, thou shalt 
take him from mine altar, that lie may 
die." 

aeenger—the person to whom the 
right belonged of avenging the blood 
of the deceased by slaying the offender; 
he was generally the nearest kinsman 
of the person slain. If, however, the 
man-slayer escaped to one of the citiez 
of refuge, the avenger dared not harm 
Lim until the case had been investigated 
when, if innocent, he was received 
within the city; but if guilty, lie was 
delivered up to the avenger. 

death--Jewish writers inform us that 
to make the homicides in the cities of 
refuge contented with their lot lest, 
growing dissatisfied, they should wish 
for the death of the high priest, the 
mother of the existing Pontiff, or other 
friend interested in bis prosperity, nu-
ally supplied them with many of the 
necessaries and even with the comforts 
of life. 

go abroad—the 1  avenger 1  dared not 
pursue him. When a homicide died 
before the High Priest, his remains 
were given to bis relatives to be buried 
among bis own people. 

repeated—the chief portions of the 
ceremonial and civil laws, as well as 
the moral laws. Lesson 22, 'Ten 
Commandments;' Lesson 24, 'laws,' 
'burnt offering,' 'code,' 'ordinances.' 

foretold—Lesson 85, 'served: 

taken—Lessons 108, 118, 120. This 
prophecy bas been literally fulfilled. 

buried--the Lord buried him over 
against Beth-peor; but this was not 
made known to the Israelites, the proba-
ble reason being lest future generations 
should attach the auprrafitious idea of 
peculiar Fanclit.y lo the spot. 

face to face—apparently as closely and 
familiarly as one man speaks to another. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
JASER—' he that belps ;' a city at tbe 

foot of the mountains of Gilead, near a 
small river of the same name, which 
falls into the Jordan. 

BgaER—was in the tribe of Reuben; 
it was situated in a desert part of the 
country, near Arabia. 

RANOTH—was in Gilead, in the por-
tion of Gad; it was not far from the 
Jabbok, and but sixteen miles from 
Rabbah ; il was in after years the scene 
of many wars. 

GOLAN—belonged to the tribe of 
Manasseh; it stood e abort distance 
west of the lake of Galilee. The district 
around it was afterwards called Gaulo-
nitis. 

KADESH-NAPHTALI—a City, as its 
name importa, in the portion ofNaphtali. 

SHBCHEM—a city in the valley he-
tween Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. 
Lesson 13. 

HEBRON—a very ancient city, for-
merly called Hirjath-arba; it wax in the 
inheritance of Judah. Abraham, banc, 
and Jacob resided at Hebron, and it was 
a place of mach importance in the later 
history of the Israelites. 

LEBAN0N—'white;' so called from 
ifs snow-capped summits; an extensive 
mountain range on the northeni bound-
ary of Palestine; its cedars, streams, 
and wines are often referred to in 
Scripture. At present there are not 
more thon 500 cedars growing upon its 
aides, while the vines which once grew 
in abundance on its declivities have 
nearly disappeared for want of culture. 
Moses longed to see "that goodly 
mountain, even Lebanon." 

MERI HAH—' strife ;' one of the places 
where the Israelites encamped; it was 
on the western arm of the Red Sea. 
Lesson 27, 'should not.' 

NEBo—one of the mountains in the 
Abarim range; it was opposite Jericho, 
and commanded an extensive view of 
the promised land. 

M oA a—the country on f he east of t he 
Dead Sea. Lesson 28. 
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PERIOD IIi.J 	A PROPHET'S OLD AGE. 

'SAND MORES WAS A HUNDRED-AND-TWENTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE DIED; HIS 
EYE WAS NOT DIM, NOR HIS NATURAL FORCE ÀBATED.^ 

How lightly o'er thy guarded head 
The lapse of silent years had sped, 

How poor the spoils of time, 
To Leave thee thus, in life's last stage, 
A living greenness in old age 

So splendid and sublime. 

Thy natural vigour unimpair'd, 
An eye whose lustre still declar'd 

Age could not dim its ray, 
How brightly must thy sun have set, 
Which on the verge of night had yet 

The radiance of noon day. 

Had age so vigorous and serene, 
E'en in that distant era been 

A thing regarded not, 
Not thus had history's page unroll'd 
Thy triumph o'er decay, and told 

Thy proud, peculiar lot. 

But thus conspicuously was shown 
Vigour and brightness not thy own 

To life's last parting hour, 
That Israel in that wond'rous sign 
Of might more glorious far than thine, 

Should own Jehovah's power. 

That we, who sooner reach life's close, 
May in our weakness yet repose 

On his eternal truth, 
Who, if to Him alone we live, 
In age unto the soul can give 

Spring's renovated youth. 
BARTON. 
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PERIOD IV. 
FROM THE ENTRANCE INTO CANAAN TO THE 

ANOINTING OF SAUL. 
B.C. 1451—B.C. 1096. 355 years. 

30. JOSHUA SUCCEEDS MOSES. JERICHO TAKEN. 
Joshua i.-vi. 

Seventy souls of the house of Jacob went into Egypt when 
Joseph sent for his father, his brothers, and their families. 
•Sig hundred thousand Israelites left Egypt besides the women 
and the children. Of this large number only •two, Joshua 
and Caleb, were permitted to enter into Canaan. After the 
death of Moses, Joshua became the leader of the Israelites as 
God had appointed; the Lord said unto Joshua, "Arise, go 
over this Jordan, thou, and ail this people, unto the land which 
I do •give to the children of Israel. Every place that the sole 
of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I 
said unto Moses. There shall not any man be able to stand 
before thee all the days of thy life; as I was with Moses so 
I will be with thee; I will not fail thee nor forsake thee. Be 
strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thon 
divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their 
fathers to give them. And this •book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt •meditate therein day 
and night, •that thon mayest observe to do according to •all that 
is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way pros-
perous, and then thou shalt have good success." Joshua sent 
two spies to Jericho; and they came into •Rahab's house, 
and lodged there. The king of Jericho heard of them, and 
he sent men to take them; but Rahab concealed the men, 
and afterwards let them •escape through a window. Before 
the men left her house she told them that •terror bad fallen 
upon all the people of the land because of the Israelites; 
and she made them I+romiae that when God should give the 
city into their hand, they would spare her life, and the lives 
of her parents, and brethren, and sisters. 
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PERIOD IV.) DIRECTIONS FOR TAKING JERIŒO. 

The spies returned and told Joshua all that had happened. 
Early the next morning, Joshua and all the people removed 
from Shittim, and came to Jordan. The priests, carrying the 
Ark of God, went •forward, and the people followed. The 
river Jordan •divided, and all the Israelites passed over. 
As soon as the priests and the people had •reached the 
opposite side, the waters returned, and flowed as before. 
•Twelve stones were set up as a memorial that the waters had 
divided for the Israelites to pass over. The Tribes encamped 
at Gilgal and kept the passover. They ate of the old and also 
of the new •corn of the land, and the manna ceased falling. 
The Canaanites were much afraid when they heard that God 
had dried up the waters of Jordan for the Israelites to pass over. 

The "captain of the Lord's host," appeared to Joshua before 
Jericho, and gave him directions about taking the city. He 
said, "The men of war shall compass the city, and go round 
about the city once each day, for six days. And •seven priests 
shall bear before the ark seven •trumpets of rams' horns: and 
the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and 
the priests shall blow with the trumpets. And it shall come 
to pass, that when they make a -long blast with the ram's horn, 
and when ye bear the sound of the trumpet, all the people 
shall shout with a great •shout ; and the wall of the city shall 
fall dowel •flat, and the people shall ascend up every man 
straight before him." These directions were obeyed, and the 
city was taken. Rahab and her family were -saved. The city 
was burnt; and Joshua pronounced a •curse on whomsoever 
should rebuild it. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
600,000—the exact number was Adam, (Dent. xxxii. 8), yet he did not 

603,550, and the number of the men dispossess those notions which had Brit 
when they came in sight of Cannan was occupied it until their wickedness had 
601,130, so 'hat during their wuuderings become insufferable. 
in the wilderness, one generation hav- 	book of the law—an ordinary book of 
ins died, their number was diminished the present day does not convey a 
1820. 	 correct idea of the roll, or volume, re. 

iwo—the two faithful spies. Lessons ferred lo. These rolls or volumes 
£5,26. 	 . 	 among the Israelites nt this lime were 

give—though God had reserved Ce- formed of the papyrus which grew on 
enan for Israel in tbediatribution which the Nile. Leeson 17, ' bulruah: The 
he mode of the earth among the sonsof stalks of this plant were split, sud 
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pressed, tbe edges of the leaves united 
with poste, end thus formed into large 
+keels to the extreme ends ol which 
two rollers were generally attached. 
Wben written upon, the sheet was 
rolled np on one of f he rollers; & as it 
was read it was rolled back upon the 
second roller. Many other substances 
were also used for these written rolls, as 
the bark of trees, linen, cotton-cloth, 
skins of animals, &e. Literature had 
doubtless been cultivated among the 
Israelites; their 'bouse of bondage' 
was at this time as greatly celebrated 
for ifs learning as for its idolatry; in 
Canaan too there was a' city of letters,' 
Ktrjafh-sepher, which was a seul of 
Canaanifieh learning. 

meditate—te think upon; te turn over 
and over in the mind. 

that thou mayeel, «c..-reading and 
medifafing upon the word ol' God must 
iead to love of it, and produce cheerful 
and active obedience. 

all Mai is wrillen—Joshua was not nt 
liberty to adopt such portions of the 
law aa might be most agreeable te him : 
lie was to observe AI. that had been 
written ; so are we. 

Rahab—ber faith la commended by 
Paul, and James; Heb. xi. 31 ; James 
ii. 25; both Christian and Jewish 
writers speak highly of Rahab; by some 
she is made the ancestress of Christ. 

escape—Rahab's bouse was seated on 
the town wall, the spies had therefore 
ne difficulty but to keep watch from the 
roof, where they were hidden among 
the fdax-sialka from the 'pursuers'sent 
in quest of them. 

terror—dread; great fear; God 
weakened the courage of the Canaan-
itish idoltders, thus fulfilling his promise 
given through Moses, "There shall 
no man lie able to stand before you ; 
for the Lord your God shall lay the fear 
of you and the dread of you upon all the 
land that ye sball tread upon. 

promise—the condition offbis promise 
was tbatabeshould bang in ber window, 
on the dey when Jericho should he 
taken, the scarlet rope by which abc had 
let them down. 

forward—before the people. The 
priests of Ihe Lord look the lead with 
the symbol of the Divine presence. 

divided—as did the Red Sea for their 
fathers when they left Egypt. L,•s. 20. 
The passage ot'the Jordan was effected 
nt the most. unfavourable season for 
fording—it being the time when, from 
the melting of the snows of Lebanon, 
if had overflowed ifs banks; ifs depth 
and the rapidity of its current being 
increased from the same cause. This 
miracle which took place nt noon, and 
no doubt in the presence of many of 
the Canannites, was calculated bal rike 
terror into fhe people of the land es well 
as te inspire israel with devout coa-
fidence in God. 

reached—arrived et; the priests were 
the lest to reacb the shore, although 
the first te enfer the lied of the divided 
river; according to God's command, 
They stood in the midst until all the 
peuple lad passed over. The conduct 
of flic priests and Lentes reflects great 
honour upon Them; they showed their 
faith in God's word, and their forward 
zeal to promote the welfare of their 
brethren of sll the other tribes. 

tmelne—one for each tribe; they were 
taken from the middle of the river. 

corn—the inhabifanis of the plain Sed 
on the appronch of the Israelites,leav-
ing behind them stores et' old corn, 
besides the produce of their fields, either 
just reaped, or still stan ting, for it was 
now the time of the barley.harvest. 

captain, 4c.—a messenger from God 
in lumen form; Joshua fell down be-
fore him when lie became amure of his 
sacred character, and while in that 
position, the angel delivered the Lord's 
message unto him respecting the 
taking of Jericho. 

seven—the number is ofvery frequent 
occurrence in the scriptures. Seven 
deys completed the week of crention 
and rest; every seven years formed e 
week of years—the seventh year being 
a year of rest; and nt the close ofevery 
week ot'seven years—everyfiflieth year, 
there was n Jubilee. The clean animals 
were taken by Noah into the ark by 
sevensi there were seven years of 
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PERIOD IV.] 	"THE FALL OF JERICHO." 

plenty and seven yeah of famine in 
Rgypt, and there are many other 
illustrations of peculiarity in this num-
ber. In the present instance seven 
priests, bearing seven trumpets were to 
precede the ark while going round the 
mly once each dey for sis deys, and 
seven times on the seventh dey. 

trumpets—this ancient instrument 
was mach need in various observances 
of the Israelites ; the ram's borna were 
hollowed ont. Trumpets were also 
made of brass resembling horns. 

Ion g blast—the blowing of the trum-
pets indicated assaults upon the 
besieged town, while the long blast gave 
the idea of a general charge which 
should end in the brenking down of 
the city defences. 

shout—following out the idea referred 
to above, the shout being 00e of victory. 

shall fail—when, by their obedience 
to the directions given, they had proved 
their faith in God's power to give them 
success by means the moat unlikely, then 
should they find that the victory was 
their's. 

,¢al—the defences were really less 
formidable than they appenred to be to 
a people not accustomed to warfere. 
Doubtless Jéricho was an important 
end well-fortited city ; and its early 
fall increased the consternation of the 
Csnaenites, already spiritless from 
hearing of the miraculous passage of  

the Jordan, while it was an encourage. 
ment to the anwarlike Israelites. 

saved—because abc observed the con-
dition required by the spies. 

curse—this cuve was accomplished 
many years after. Lesson 78. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
JERtotio—was about six miles west 

of tbe Jordan, and fwenly-two north-
east of Jerusalem; i tis called by Moses 
'tbe city of palm-trees because the 
palm tree flourished in the low and very 
sultrylain in which Jericho stood. 
The 'plain of Jericho' was part of the 
'plain of Jordan;' it was formerly 
extremely fertile though now scarcely 
any aigus of vegetation appear. 

JORDAN—ibis celebrated river of 
Canaan, rises et the foot ot Mount 
Lebanon, end Bows southward through 
the marshes, formerly called the waters 
of Merom ; thence through the Lake of 
Cinnerelh • nuit thence southward to 
the Dead kea, into which it fallu. Its 
letgtb is about 150 miles. Leas. 7. 

GILOAL—'rolled off;' u city on the 
east of Jericho about 18 miles north-
eaat from Jerusalem, and the place 
where Ibe Israelites encamped after 
tbey had passed over the Jordan. Il 
was about five miles west of the river, 
end it became the sent of govern. 
ment during the wan of Joshua. Here 
too the tabernacle remained till its 
removal to Shiloh. Lesson38. 

THE FALL OF JERICHO. 
--THE MEN OF WAR SHALL COMPAS' THE CITY, AND 00 ROUND ABOUT THY 

CITY ONCE EACH DAY FOR '.IX UAYa,' ae. 

"Ye warriors of Israel, encompass the wall 
"0f this infidel city, that's destined to f®11; 
"Ye Levites, go carry the ark of our God 
"Round the fortified bounds of this Gentile abode! 
"And tell by the trump, while your voices are dumb, 
"That the merciless hour of its judgment is corne." 

"Ye warriors of Israel! ye priests of the Lord! 
"Ye last with the ark, and ye first with flue sword! 
"Seven times on the seventh dey encompass ye round 
"This city of Canaan that cumbers the ground; 
"And when 'tis accomplish'd, the trump shall be blown, 
"'lise people shall about, and tue walls be o'erthrown." 



THE SIN AND PUNISHMENT OF ACHAN. [1431-1096 B.C. 

Around and around went the ark of the Lord,—
Around and around went the arm'd with the sword,—
Around and around the wide circle they passed,—
Till .the city did reel like a drunkard at last, 
And then came the shout, and the trumpets long sound, 
And the high walls of Jericho fell to the ground. 

The slaughter began—and the city was drunk 
With the red streams that flow'd from the crowds as they sunk,— 
From the youth that was strong, and the maid that was gay; 
And the stricken in years, and the child of a day; 
Till the fire of the victors the carnage consum'd, 
And Jericho lay in her ashes entomb'd. 

W. KNOX. 

31. ACHAN'S SIN. THE GIBEONITES. 
Joshua vii: xxii. 

Achan, a man of the tribe of Judah, committed a trespass 
against God. He •took from the spoils of Jericho, a Babylonish 
•garment, two hundred shekels of •silver, and a wedge of •gold, 
which he hid in the earth, within his tent. For his sin the 
Israelites were •diecomfited at Ai. Joshua then fell upon his 
face •before the ark of the Lord, and said, "O Lord, what 
shallIsay, when Israel turneth their backsbefore theirenemies! 
For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall 
hear of it, and shall •environ us round, and cut off our name 
from the earth: and what wilt thon do unto thy great •name P" 
God told him of the sin that had been committed; and gave 
him directions for the •discovery and punishment of the offender. 
• Achan was discovered and put to death, and Ai was after-
wards taken. Joshua then built an altar to God on Mount 
Ebal. The •blessings of the law were pronounced from 
Mount Gerizim, and the •cursings from Mount Ebal. 

The inhabitants of Gibeon were afraid of the Israelites, 
when they heard what had been done to Jericho and to Ai; 
and they went to Joshua, in •old shoes and old clothing, pre-
tending that they had come from a far country. Joshua and 
the princes of Israel made a •covenant of peace with them. 
Three days after, they found that the Gibeonites were neigh-
boure, and that they had deceived them. The Israelites 
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PERIOD IV.] THE SUN AND MOON STAND STILL. 

would not destroy them, but made them •hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water, for the camp and the tabernacle of Israel. 

Five kings encamped against Gibeon, because its inhabitants 
had made peace with Israel. Joshua went to assist. the 
Gibeonites. At this battle the sun and moon •stood still at the 
command of Joshua, till the kings were conquered. The five 
kings fled to a cave at 1tlakkedah. They were taken and 
hanged. Joshua also conquered •many other kings of Canaan, 
and •gave their ]and for an inheritance to Israel. 

The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half tribe of Manasseh 
•returned to the East of Jordan when Canaan was conquered. 
They built an •altar near the Jordan, for a witness that they 
belonged to Israel. The other tribes •feared that it would 
lead them into idolatry, but the tribes of Reuben and Gad said 
their altar was not for burnt-offerings, nor sacrifices, •but for a 
'witness: and they called it Ed. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

dchan or Achor. Geographical Notes. Gode presence and majesty; the Israel- 
look—his sin consisted in nppropriat- ites praved with their faces turned to-

ing what hnd been devoted to God. wards the ark, tebrraacle. or temple ; 
Devoted Ih;nes could not be redeemed, idolaters turn towards their dols; those 
neither could men or animals devoted who acknowledge no visible representa-
to death. Lev. xxvii. 28,29. Cnrrying tion of God look upwards to the illimi-
out the principle ni  devoting the first table space of henven, their idea of Goda 
of every thing to God, this city, the first infinite character being (hereby exalted. 
captured hy lernel,was given op to him 	environ—surround; enclose. 
es n devoted city. 

garment—as Babylon in after yenrs name—believing that the knowledge 
became justly celcbrnled for itssnperior of Ihe Truie God won sustained only by 
tectures; so now the plain of Shinnr, the Israelites as a nntfnu, Joshnn con. 

where 	Babylon afierwar,s stand. lemplated their eatinetion as fatal to 
appears lo have acquired e rePutation the interests of true religion, and to the 
for the mauntacture of rostly robes. 	fulfilment of the promises made to their 

fathers. 
silver—gold—' they that will be rich 	

discover this was bv lot, a mode of the  into 1  temptation  nyin 	
and n snore; for decidin doubtful maltera much resorted the love of money is the root of all evil ' 	g 

ITim. vi. 9,10. 'No -covetous man, to in former times; flic opinion being 
who is an idolater, hath any inheritnnre that Gad world cause Ihe lot lofait on 
in the kingdom of God: F,Plies. v. 5. the guilty. Solomon save, "the lot is 

Covetonaness is idolatry.' Col. iii. 5. east in'o file lap, but the whole dis- 
discoinfrled—though the numb^r slain posing thereof is of the Lord." 

was small compared wilh the vital 	blessings—for obedience. 
multitude of Israel, yet This repulse 	curlings—for disobedience. 
afforded evidence of Ihe withdrawal of old shoes—though Ihe Giheonites had 
the Divine protection, 	 asses, yet. as eastern travellers wnik 

iefore—the ark was the emblem of most of their journey alougaide the 
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sises tbat carry theirclothes,provtsluns, 
or merchandise, if their shoes had not 
presented an old and a worn nppenr-
asce, snspi.•ion and delertion would 
have been the probable result. 

covenant—a Iriendly agreement; the 
Israelites believed the evidenre of their 
sen•ea, and did not inquire of God. The 
eiders then sat down with the princes 
of the Gibeonites, and ate of their 
vietnals, according to ancient custom, 
in token of amity. 

her<era of wood, ie.—for all Israel 
daring the cnmeaigna of Jo•hun; but. 
on'y for the tabernacle service when the 
tribes obtained possession of their in-, 
berilance. This service was only severe 
et the great festivals. The Gibeonitea 
were not slaves but tributaries. 

stood stil!—the populur idea of the 
eau travelling round the earth is here 
ezpreaaed, but not the philosophical one 
that the earth revolves round ils own 
axis; butin acripture, populnrl.uigunge 
is always adopted. There are many 
corroborations of this wonderful event 
in eastern writings—in the nunnl+ of 
China, in Herodotus, nuit iii Homer. 

many—thirty-one kings in ail. This 
great number of kings for vo small a 
territory as Canaan is not anrprising, 
since the early nations ronsisted of 
small states independent of each other. 
Tbeae estates generdly included but one 
town or city, with an extent of romitry 
round it sullicient for its supplies of the 
fruits of the earth. 

gase—Lesson 32, 'tribes.' 
relurned—they lead been nbsent from 

their families and possessions about 
six years. Lesson 2t1, `leave.' 

altar—n huge pile of atones. intended 
for a witness to future generatious. 

feared—this ointe of mind was credi-
table lo Ihe nine tribes and a halt, but 
alas! they were soou led into idolatry. 

but for a rrilnecs—thin showed their 
attachment to the Mosaic institutions 
and also their feeling of just pride as 
belonging to the notion of Israel, in 
whom centrr d all the blessings pro-
miscd lo Abraham, Isanc, and Jacob. 

GEOGRAPIIICAL NOTES. 
AI---a city of ancient Canaan belweea 

which and Bethel Abraham pitched 
his tent, and built au altar. It was 
about nine miles nerth ol'Jericho, and 
three miles west of B-•thel. 

AcnAN on Acnoa—'distreaa;' the 
valley wos called Achor from the 
rirrnmsfance of Achads transgression 
and death. 

MouNT EBAL—a mountain in Eph-
raim, opposite Mount(:erizim; in the 
valley between them was the ancient 
city of Shechem. 

Mr. GERISiM—a celebrated moan-
tain in the tr.be of Ephraim, near 
Shechein, and opposite to Mount EbaL 

Gt REoN—' high ;' the chief city of the 
Gibeouites; it was situated on a hill, 
about five miles north from Jerusalem. 
The Giheonit.s were Hivites, a tribe of 
the Amoritea, and the only people of 
Canaan who made peace with the 
lsra.•lites. 

MAKEKDAH—a city in the plain of 
Judah ; it was one of the royal cities of 
the canesnaitees. 

EAST oc JORDAN—included the terri-
tory which belonged to Silion and Og, 
but which wna afierwarda possessed by 
the Reuhrnitea, Gudites, and hall tribe 
of Mnnaa.eh. 

En—`witness;' this aller stond on 
the casteru side of the Jordan, in Gilead. 

JOSHUA COMMANDS THE SUN TO STAND STILL. 

ION, STAND THOU STILL UPON GIuEON; AND THOU, MOON, IN THE VALLEY 0/ 
AJALON." 

" Stand still, refulgent orb of day! 
The Jewish victor cries: 

So shall at last an aneel say, 
And tear it from the skies. 
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A flame intenser than the sun 
Shall melt his golden urn; 

Time's empty glass no more shall run, 
Nor human years return. 

Then with immortal splendour bright, 
That glorious orb shall rise, 

Which through eternity shall light 
The new-created skies. 

Ou the bright ranks of happy souls, 
Those blissful beams shall shine; 

While the loud song of triumph rolls, 
In harmony divine. 

O let not sordid base desire, 
The soul's dark rayless night, 

Unfit us for heaven's sacred choir, 
Or Gods eternal light! 

BUTCHER. 

32. CANAAN DIVIDED. JOSHUA'S EXHORTATIONS. 
Joshua xiii: xxiv. 

When Joshua was old and -stricken in years, the Lord said 
unto him," Thou art old and stricken in years, and there remain-
eth yet very much land to be possessed." Joshua had conquer-
ed thirty-one kings and their countries, but he had not conquer-
ed the whole of the land. The Levites had -forty-eight cities 
assigned to them, with land round them. Caleb asked for 
Hebron for hie inheritance. The tribes of Judah -could not 
drive out the Jebusites from Jerusalem, and they dwelt 
together. The Tabernacle was set up at Shiloh, and the cities 
of refuge were appointed. Canaan was then •divided among 
the -tribes by lot. The Anakim were destroyed. The 
children of Joseph's two sons had two portions allotted to them. 
God had fulfilled all the promises he had made to Israel. 
The bones of Joseph, which were brought from Egypt, were 
buried in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought 
of the Shechemites: it was the inheritance of the Ephraimites, 
who were called, Il the children of Joseph." 

Before his death, Joshua called for all Israel, and for their 
elders, judges, and o$'icers, and said unto them," Ye have seen 
all that the Lord your God hath done unto all these nations 
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because of yon ; for the Lord your God is he that hath fought 
for you. And the Lord your God shall expel them from 
before yon, and drive them from ont of your sight; and ye 
shall possess their land as the Lord your God hath promised 
unto you. Be ye therefore very courageous to -keep and to •do 
all that is written in the book of the law of Moses. That ye 
-come not among these nations, these that remain among you; 
neither make •mention of the name of their goda, nor cause to 
-swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto 
them: but cleave unto the Lord your God." Joshua reminded 
the Israelites of God's gracious goodness towards them, he 
warned them against -idolatry, and be said God would •cut them 
off if they forsook him. He told them of their -former idolatry, 
and said, "As for me, and my house, we will serve the Lord." 
The people answered, "The Lord our God will we serve, 
and his voice will we obey." Ail these •exhortations were 
delivered at Shechem. So Joshua let the people depart 
every man unto his inheritance. Joshua died soon after, being 
a hundred-and-ten years old and he was buried in Timnath-
Serah. And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, who had 
known all the works of the Lord, which he had done for 
Israel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
stricken &c.—weakened by age; less 

active thon formerly. 
forty-eight—the suburbs of these cities 

extended to about 2,000 cubits or 3,000 
feet round each; these suburbs were 
sufficiently extensive for their gardons 
and the pasturage of their cattle. It 
was not necessary (bat the Lente, 
should engage in agriculture, as the 
tithe- and tiret-fruits assigned to them, 
and brought by the other tribes, .were 
more than sufficient for their wants. 

eoi,Id not—this was unhappily the 
case with other tribes, as well as with 
that of Judah. No doubt they were 
impatient to enjoy their newly acquired 
possessions, and were thus gradaelly 
weaned from their trust in God as their 
eaptain. This compromise with the 
tmaants of the original inhabitants  

became afterwards e source of mach 
trouble and sin in Israel. Lesson 33, 
tributaries.' 
divided—(Divisions of Canaan.) See 

Geographical Notes. 
tribes—the tribes were twelve, 

accord ing to the twelve sons of Jacob s 
but the withdrawal of the tribe of Levi 
for the exclusive service of the taber-
nacle left the number but eleven. The 
two sons cf Joseph boning however 
been adopted as heads of tribes instead 
of •their father, the number faxise, 
among whom Cannan was to be divi-
ded, was thus rendered complote. 
Lesson 16. 

keep—preserve from alteration and 
injury. 

do—obey cheerfully ad heartily. 
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come nol—mingle not with them; 
form no intimnle connexions with them. 
Lesson 35, 'look.' 

mention—they were scrupulously lo 
avoid every allusion to the idols of the 
people arouudthem. 

swear—the highest and most unex-
ceptionable witness iq appealed to by 
an oath; God is that witness. not those 
things of the imagination which idole-
(ers swear by and worship. 

idolatry—the worship of any being, 
creature, or thing, instead of God; and 
also the worahipping of the true God 
trader any figure or other represenla- i  
tion of him. These aies are forbidden 
by the first and second commandments. 
Lesson 22, 1 Ten Commandment+: 

cul them off from their land by 
allowing other nations to carry them 
away captive. Many of them should 
also be cut off, or slain by the sword, 
famine, and pestilence. Lesson 108, 
'taken.' 

former—referring to the idolntry 
practised by Abraham's kindred on the. 
other aide of the river Euphrates. 

evhortalions—tincournging and warn-
ing addresses, or incilements to obe-
dieuce. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
HEBRON —the district within which 

Hebron was included wits given lo 
Caleb, but the city itself belonged to 
the priests, inasmuch as it was one ni 
the cities of refuge. Lesson 29. 

JEBnstT>;_e—Jebus was en escient 
name of Jerusalem from its bonder the 
father of the Jebusiter, n tribe of the 
Cannanites who occupied the city and 
the surrounding country. Lesson 5G. 

JERCSALEM—' fountain of pence,' or 
`vision of pence; was the metropolis of 
the land of Isrnel. It is often spoken 
of in the Scriptures ns the Holy City, 
because God chose it to place there•his 
Dame, his temple, and bis worship. lb 
was in the southern portion of Carman. 
and was situated partly in Judah and 
partly in Benjamin. Joshua partly con-
qnered il, and the Israelites and the 
Jebusites jointly occupied the city, but 
in different parts. Lessou29, 'Salem.' 

90 

SHILOH—'pence;' apincewhichwas 
in bite southern part of Ephraim about 
fifteen miles north ofJerusetlem ; it was 
+itunled on n mountain to the norti of 
Bethel. At this pince the Tabernacle 
was set up, nuit here the ark of God 
remained nenrly Three hundred and 
fifty years, until il was taken by the 
t'hilistines. Al Shiloh the promised 
land wns divided among the Tribes by 
lot, and the cities of the Levites, and 
those of refuge were appointed. 

A NASIM—a gigantic tribe who lived 
in some paris of Cannan; they were 
descended from Anak, a son ol Arba, 
who gave the name to Kirjnth-arba, 
nflerwnrds Hebron. The unbelieving 
spies saw them and were afraid of them. 

TIMNATH-SERAH—Lt city in the 
mountains of Kphraim, the inheritance, 
residence, and burial place of Joshua. 

DIVISIONS OF CANAAN. 

RERBEN—the territory of'the Reuben-
itea was bounded on the south by the 
river Arnon, on the eas t by the Monbites 
and Ammonites, on the north by the 
t•ibe of Gnd, and on the west by the 
Jordan. Reuben was guilty of grosa 
immorality. and was thus punished; as 
the eldest son, the priesthood should 
have belonged to him, but it was trans-
ferred lo Levi; while his birthright 
was trnnsferred to Judah. 

GAD—the Gadiles were situated 
north of the Reubenites,east of Jordan, 
west of the Ammonites, and south of 
the half tribe of Mannsseh. 

MANAS8EH (HALe-TRIBE)--lialf the 
Mauassites were castor the Jordan and 
north of the Gadiles, bounded on the 
north by part of the Lebanon range, 
and on the east by the hills of Basham 
and Mount Hermon. 

NAPHTA LI—this trihe inhabited tho 
country over against the half-tribe of 
Mannsneh, the river Jordan running 
between Ibem; and had the Jordan on 
The east, the springs of Jordan and 
Mount Lebanon on the north, the tribe 
of Asher on the west, and Zebulon on 
the south. 

ASHER—lay west of Naphtali ; the 
western boundary of this tribe was iiia 
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Mediterranean Sen, Ph®nicia was on 
the nortb, Nephtali on the east, and 
Zebulon on the south. 

ZRBULON—this tribe had for ifs 
northern border the divisions of Nnph-
tali and Asher, the Mediterrnnean Sen 
was ils boundary westward, Ilie Jordan 
eastward, and Issachar southward. 

IsSACHAR—extended from the Medi-
terranean Sen to the Jordan, hnving 
Zebulon to the north, and the other 
half-tribe of Manasseh southwards. 

MANASSF.H (HALF•TRIBE)—tlle 
tract this half-tribe occupied lay south-
ward of Issachar, ils eastern and 
western borders being the same as 
those of that tribe, while to the south 
the Ephratmites had their portion. 

EPHRAIM—had the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Jordan l'or ils western and  

enstein honndariea, Mannsseh on the 
north, and parts of Dan and Benjamin 
on the south. 

BENJAMIN—This trihe bnd part of the 
Jordnn and the Dend Sen foritseastern 
border, Ephraim on the nortly Dan on 
the west, and Judah on the south. 

DAN—extended from the lot of Ben-
jimin lo the Mediterranean, huving 
Ephraim on the north, and the Phi-
listines and part of Judah on the sontb. 

JunAH—lay west of the Dend Sea, 
south ot the tribe of Benjamin and 
part of Dan, east of the land of the Phi-
listines, and norlh of the land of Edom. 

SIMFON—the inheritance of Simeon 
was within that of Judah, being placed 
in its southern extremity, having 
Judah and Dan north, and Edom on 
the south and west. 

HOLY RESOLUTIONS. 
«AS FOR NE AND MY HOUSE WE WILL SERVE THE LORD." 

God of my life, through all its days 
My grateful powers shall sound thy praise; 
The song shall wake with opening light, 
And warble to the silent night. 
When anxious cares would break my rest, 
And griefs would tear my throbbing breast, 
Thy tuneful praises raised on high 
Shall check Lise murmur and the sigh. 
When death o'er nature shall prevail, 
And all its powers of language fail, 
Joy through my swimming eyes shall break, 
And mean the thanks I cannot speak. 
But O ! when that last conflict's o'er, 
And 1 am chain'd to flesh no more, 
With what glad accents shall I rise, 
To join the antheins uf the skies. 
Soon shall I earn the exalted strains, 
Which echo o'er the heavenly plains; 
And emulate with joy unknown 
The glowing seraphs round thy throne. 
The cheerful tribute will I give, 
Long as a deathless soul can live 
A work so sweet, a theme so high 
Demands, and crowns eternity. 	DODDRtnaa. 
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33. DISOBEDIENCE OF THE ISRAELITES. 

Judges i. ii. 

Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the 
children of Israel -asked the Lord, saying, Il Who shall go up 
for us -against the Canaanites first to fight against them P" 
And the Lord said, "Judah shall go up: behold, I have 
delivered the land into his hand." And Judah said unto 
Simeon his brother," -Come up with me into my lot, that we 
may fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with 
thee into thy lot." So Simeon went with him. And Judah 
went up : and the Lord delivered the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites into their hand; and they slew at Bezek, ten-
thousand men. They found Adoni-bezek, at Bezek, and they 
-cut off his thumbs, and great toes. And Adoni-bezek said, 
f°Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs and great 
toes cut off, gathered their meat under my table : as I have 
done, so God •hath requited me." And they brought him to 
Jerusalem and there he died. Hebron and several other 
cities of the Canaanites were afterwards taken. The tribe of 
Judah took Hebron. Caleb -promised to give bis daughter, 
Achsah, to the man who should take the strong city, Debir. 
Othniel, the nephew of Caleb, went up against the city, and 

took it. Achsah asked Caleb to give her the -water-springs, 
after °he had given her a south land; so Caleb gave her the 
upper and the nether springs. 

The tribes of Israel did not drive out all the Canaanites 
from the cities they took, but they dwelt among them and in 
some of the cities they made the Canaanites 'tributaries. An 
angel of the Lord came -from Gilgal to Bochim and reproved 
them; he said," -I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have 
brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers: 
and I said, I will -never break my covenant with you. And 
ye shall make no -league with the inhabitants of this land; ye 
shall -throw down their altars : but -ye have not obeyed my 
voice: why have ye done this P Wherefore I also said, •I will 
flot drive them out from before you; but they shall be as 
thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you." 
When the angel spake these words the people lifted up their 
voice and wept, 
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IDOLITBY. NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1451-1096 n.c. 

About fourteen years after the death of Joshua, the Is-
raelites began to -worship the idols of the Canaanites. They 
forsook God, and served •Baal and •Ashtaroth, and God delivered 
them into the hands of the •spoilers, and they were oppressed. 
They also intermarried with the Canaanitea which God had 
forbidden. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
acted the Lord—they inquired of God 

through the high-priest is the taber-
nacle, lor God made bis will known to 
the high-priest so long as the Israelites 
served bina. 

against the, 4c.—they mustered in 
great numbers. and retook several of 
the cities which th- Israelites hnd cap. 
tured ; besides which mach of the land 
still remained in the possession of the' 
Canaanites. 

Jardah—besides enjoying the privilege 
of the birth-right, this tribe was the 
most numerous and powerful of all the 
tribes. 

cosse, «c.Jndnh invite% Simeon; the 
strong asks the nid of the weak, engag-
ing to render similar servirez in return; 
as the territory of these two tribes was 
in one general lot or division, those who 
were enemies to one tribe would be' 
enemies to the other also. 

rait off—a common practice among 
eastern warriors to disable theirenemies 
from handling a weapon or ranniugwith 
agility. A.loni-bezek then confessed bis 
own cruelties. 

lkree-score and ien—Lesson ai, ' many.' 
required—repaid; punished in the 

same way. 
promised—oRers of this nature were 

made to inspire young men with feelings 
of emulation and intrepidity. Saul 
made a similar offer. Lesson 46. 

OMuiel—' lion of God;' be was the 
son of Kenaz, Caleb's brother. He 
verified bis name not only in the taking 
of Debir, but also by delivering the Ia-
raelites from the oppression of the king 
of Mesopotamia. Lesson 35, 'judge.' 

water-springs—the land included in 
the gift of Caleb to Othniel is called a  

south land, that ie a dry land; hencewe 
ses the importance of Aehsab's request, 
for it is well-known that scarcity of 
water is a severe calamity in oriental 
countries. 

lribulariea—they paid a tas in money 
or gave a certain amount of labour as 
an ecknowledgmentoftheirsubjection ; 
this was contrary to the Divine Law. 
The Asheritea seem to have not even 
exacted this tribute, for tbey dwelt 
among the Cansanites as if they bad 
been one nation. Lesson 32,' could not. 

from Gilgal, ¢c—the angel first ap-
peared nt Gi)gal, and it is probable that 
he accompanied them to Bochim, re-
proving them as he passed along. 'Phis 
accounts for the general weeping of the 
people. 

I made—here, as in many other an-
gelic appearances, the angel speaks in 
the name, and with the authority, of 
Jehovah. 

lever—God'% promises shall surely be 
fulfilled; He is faithful and true. 

league—confederacy; mutual agree-
ment; friendship. 

throw down—as long as there remain. 
ed an long would temptations to the 
practice of idolatry present themselves 
to the Israelites. 

ye have noi—they bad grown slothful, 
tired of war, and influenced by the love 
of esse, they allowed many of the Ca-
neanitea to settle down among them, 
and tu, follew their idolatrons practices. 

trill not—'you will not drive them 
ont, and therefore I will not'; was the 
Language of Jehovah ; thon their sin 
was made their puniebment. When 
their hearts were right with God he 
went before then to drive tbeirrnemies 
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PERIOD IV.J 	"TURN FROM YOUR IDOLS. 

from before their face, now God allowed goddess were grossly impure and revolt-
them fo reap the bit fer reward of their iog. Asht.nroth was wor,'hipped by the 
Indolence and sinful confederacy. 	Israelites under the tille of the' queen of 

worship—pay religiousadorationuoto. heaven: Jeremiah vii. 18; aliv. IT. 
Lesson 35, 'served.' 	 apoilers—enemies; those who would.  

Baal, or Bel--' master or lord ;' this oppress them. 
title of distinction was not given exclus- 	i''ler harried—they took wives from 
ively lo one deity; it was applied eener the daughters of the Canaanites, and 
ally tutbesuperiorobjectrofpnganador- gave their daughters to theCanaanites. 
ation. Several nations worshippcd the Lesson 35, took tlteir.' 
son under this appellation; aud many 	GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE& 
idols mentioned in Scripture have this 	

BEERS—a city of the Canaanites of title 	tit d ta the name of the place which Adonibezek was e king; it came to whichtch they bt-ingged, as Bani-peur,  Baal-meon, Bnal-god, Baal-beerifh, into the possession of the tribe of Judah. 
&e. which names are supposed to refer HEnxoN—it is supposed by many, 
to some distinction in the nature of the and with much res on, that this was 
rites observed et different places. The the second time Hebron was taken from 
worth'p of Baal was almost universal; the Canaanites. 'Against,' p. 93. 
itwas followed by the Bnbylonians, As- 	DEBIR—' oracle;' supposed to be a 
syriens,Carthagininns, Phmni-fans, Cn- teat of learning among the Canaenites; 
naanites,& probablyin the British I+1es. it was also called Kirjath-aepher,whieh 

Ashfarolh—the worship of this idol means 'city of books: This time it 
prevailed chiefly among the Sidonians, was re-captured by the Israelites. 
who lived upon the sort Kern boundary of BocH im—' weeping ;' e place sup.. 
Cancan. In this idolatry the moon was posed to be the same as, or rieur to, 
adored, and ber image was genernlly Shiloh; it is only mentioned as (he 
aoeompanied by thé seven stars. The place of weeping et which the Israelites 
rites connected with the worship of this were reproved. 

TURN FROM YOUR IDOLS. 
"THEY FORSOOK THE LORD ANI) SERVED BAAL AND ASHTAROTR.- 

Where cedars wave on Syrian height 
Were altats rear'd for votive rite; 
And silver Jordan swept along 
To anthem loud and choral song. 

But not for great Jehovah's praise 
Did Israel's matrons pour their lays, 
And not for Him, in wooded glade, 
On suuuy height, the shrine was made. 

And Judah's maids wild dances trod 
To many-  an unclean heathen god ; 
And impious sires, in loue green wood, 
For offering pour'd their children's blood. 

They drank their flowing cups at noon, 
They prais'd at night the fair round moon; 
The chosen of the Kin 1; of kings, 
They bowed down to created things. 
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THE IDOLATRY OF M1CAH, &c. [1451-1096 B.O. 

Yea, gods they made of wood and stone; 
Poor human heartsl thus ever prone 
To leave the ways that God bas shewn 
And make false idols of their own. 
N'e do not bend the adoring knee 
To demon gods neath forest tree; 
And when the fair round moon returns, 
No heart in votive rapture burns ; 
But wrong desire, and cbeiish'd sin, 
And selfish care enshrin'd within, 
And angry passions, prompt to wake; 
These are the idols Christians make. 
The great Lord God entbron'd on high, 
He sees the soul's idolatry ; 
He claims the first love of our hearts, 
Nor takes what is but His in part. 

VERSES FOR HOLY SEASON. 

34. MICAH'S IDOLATRY. THE DANITES. 
Judges xvii.-xxi. 

There was a man of Mount Ephrainn whose name was 
'Micah; he stole from his mother eleven hundred -shekels of 
silver which she had -saved. She cursed the robber of her 
treasures in her son's hearing. After a time, Micah, stung 
by -conscience, restored the money to his mother; whereupon 
she said, "Blessed be thou of the Lord my son. •I had wholly 
•dedicated the silver to make a -graven image and a -molten 
image." So she took •two-hundred shekels of silver, and gave 
them to the founder, who made thereof a graven image and a 
molten image: and they were in the house of Micah. And 
Micah had a •house of gods, and made an -ephod, and •teraphim, 
and •consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest. In 
those days there was no •king in Israel, but every man did 
that which was right in his own eyes. He afterwards obtained 
a •Levite of Bethlehenn-Judah to be his priest. 

The Danites sent five men to seek an -inheritance, they came 
to the house of Micah, and •asked the Levite, whom they knew. 
whether their way should prosperous. The Levite told 
them to -go in peace; so they proceeded to Laish. At Laish 
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TEBIOD Iv.] THE WICKEDNESS OF THE BENJAMITES. 

the people •lived carelessly, and without feeling •shame for 
their misdeeds. The Danites returned to their tribe, and 
told them that at Laish there was •no want of any thing that 
was in the earth. Six hundred men were then sent to Laish 
with the five spies as their guides. On their way thither they 
went into Micah's bouse, and •took away his image and his 
priest. •Micah followed them, but they warned him to return. 
They then went agàinst Laish, which they took, and put the 
inhabitants to the •edge of the sword. There was no one to 
assist the people of Laish, for they had no dealings with any 
other people, and •they lived quiet and secure, and free from 
all danger. Having changed the name of the city to Dan, 
they brought in Micah's image, and 'set it up, and appointed 
Jonathan, the Levite, to be their priest. The Danites as a 
tribe, thus commenced idolatry. 

A Levite of Ephraim was returning home with his •concubine. 
He entered into the city of Gibeah, in Benjamin. The 
inhabitants •abused her and she died. The Levite sent to all 
the tribes, and they assembled at Jfizpeh. The Benjamites 
would not give up their wicked brethren. War was declared 
against the tribe of Benjamin by the other tribes. In the end, 
Benjamin was defeated with the loss of 25,000 men. The 
city was destroyed, the land desolated, and 'men, women, and 
children were put to the sword. Only 600 men of Benjamin, 
who had fled to the rock Rimmon, were left. The Israelites 
had sworn not to give their daughters in marriage to the men 
of Benjamin. The city of Jabesk-Gilead was taken, because 
its inhabitants had not gone with the Israelites against the 
Benjamites ;—the men were put to the sword, and the young 
women were taken as wives by the Benjamites. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Mimh—' humble.' 	 sense of right and Wrong which abews us 
jie%ejr—' weights;,  s shekel weighed half the moral character of our actions, and 

an ounce, value about 2s. H. of our money. Produces In us feelings of remorse or sstiF 
The sum stolen by Micah was therefore faction as their result. 
nearly equal to £115. sterling, 	 I Aad, .}a--tide mistaken Ides of honont- 
. 	–aarefany put by; spared from ing Ood, by dedicating a graven image to 
expending. 	 him, was the Introduction of idolatry lu 

conscience—the knowledge that be was that grow form forbidden by the eeoe_oM 
the dishonest persan. Conscience ie that commandment. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1451-1096 B.O. 

dedicated—*t spart u for s religions 
lwrpoee. 

graven mut out of atone or wood. 	li 

atopen—melted; formed of metal that 
bad been reduced to a liquid state. 

hto-kundred shekels—value in our money 
about £21. 

how_^ o! god,—probably in imitation of the 
tabernacle nt Shiloh, in which was the ark 
of the covenant surmounted by the 
eherobim. Lesson 23, ' cherubim.' 

tptvd—Lesson 23, ' ephod.' 
hrapkfm---household divinities or goda for 

family use, such as I.aban'e. Lesson 13, 
• images.. 

consecrated - to anoint or set apart his son 
to be a priest was an act of awful pre-
aamption, as indeed all bis proceedings 
were. Cvuld the sudden destruction of 
Norah and his company for their assump-
tion of the priestly office have been unknown 
to him? Lesson 26. 

Ring—God, their captain, judge, aftd king 
was forsaken, and every one followed the 
bent of his own corrupt imagination. 

Levite—this man was the son of Gershom, 
and the grandson of Moses. 

Mherilance—their lot was In the north-
western corner of the tribe of Judah, and 
being found insuff cient, five men were sent 
forts to look out for a suitable place where 
they could draft off a certain portion of the 
tribe. 

suited—consulted him as a priest of the 
Moat High, thus chewing thelrown lament-
able ignorance. 

go in peace —signifying that their project 
was approved, and that they should be 
successful. This answer corresponded with 
the event, and seemed to sanction the 
Idolatry. 

lied car'Ztwiy—ln an Indolent and 
thoughtless round of pleasures. 

.home—they were quite destitute of every 
feeling of decency and propriety; their 
wickedness was great, every man migltt be 
aa bad as he would, for there wss no inw. 
nor magistrate te restrain or punish them. 

tw rms,t—the fertility of th, pare wa.  

made to contribute to their sensual excesses, 
and et the same time strengthened their 
Idolatrous ideas of the all-producing power. 
of the sun and moon—their chief delties. 

took away—they not only stole Micah's 
Idols, but they prevailed on bis priest to 
accompany them, so that their idoiatry 
commenced with theft, and the hireling 
Levite accompanied them " because he waa 
a hireling." 

Micahfollowed —they frightened Micah 
from attempting to rescue his idole, and as 
he had no faith in their power to protes 
him he gave them up. 

edge of 15e sword—slew them; because of 
the impure idolatry of the Canaanites 
generally—these as well as others—God 
commanded that they should be slain. 

no oncle court —they were emigrants from 
Phoenicia, far from Sidon, and could not 
suddenly obtain help. 

they lived, ¢c.—being far removed from 
other tribes, in a fertile and beautiful local-
ity they took no trouble to prepare for 
danger, not apprehending it. 

sditup—chie was ever a mare and re. 
proach to the Israelites. This Danita 
colony thought probably that as Shiloh was 
far distant, and the trouble of going thither 
three times a year was great, it was better 
to establish a representation of the taber- 
nacle among themselves; but this they 
ought to have known was forbidden. 

concubine—an inferior wife. In the east, 
a man may have several wives, but the firat 
ta the chief, the rest are all subordinate«. 

abusai her—this great sin la considered aa 
the beginning of the corruption of Israel. 
that followed, and la tinta spoken of by the 
prophet Hoses, " Thou heat sinned from 
the days of Gibeah." Hoeea i:. 9; z.9. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Mouxr EpHasus—a hilly part of the 

territory allotted to the tribe of Ephraim. 
Bs7HLRH6M-7UDAH—the same place w 

Bethlehem, it la aiso called Bethlehem-
Ephrath; it was always a small town, but 
celebrateml by eveuts in the historlre of Ruth 
:1nd Dsv:d. It was nl~o the bit th-plaie if 
one savinur. 

H 
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PERIOD IV.] THE ISRAELITES WORSHIP IDOLS. 

LAreO or DAN—was a city and small of Benjamin, whence It was often mlled 
territory in the northern extremity of Gibeah of Benjamin; it was a few milan 
Canaan; it was near the foot of Lebanon, north of Jerusalem, and it was the birth-
and near the springs of the river Jordan. place of Saul. 
To this city Abraham pursued the kings MIzPAH —`high place; a town of Ben-
when lie rescued Lot from their hands; it , j aurin, near Jerusalem, at which the 
was then called Laish ; when the Danires 1  Israelites often held their national assem-
towk it they called it Dan, after the name of biles. At this place Saul was anointed king. 
their father. When it came into the ItrmMoN—there la a eenical chalky hill 
possess ion of the Danites, it changed its 1  and village which still bear this name in 
character, for instead of the inhabitants the vicinity of the ancient site of Gibeah. 
having, 'no business with any man,' it be- Jesasn-aicRAo—a city in eastern Mai-
came in their hands, a city of commercial sais, et the foot of one of the mountains of 
importance. 	 Gilead. It is mentioned several times in 

Giasea—` hill;' a town in the territory the history of Saul. 

. THE FATE OF THE WICKED. 

IN THOSE D:IYS...EI'ERY MAN DID THAT WHICH WAS RIGHT IN HIS OWN EYES. - 
The fate of the wicked a season may spare him 

IIe may put forth his boughs like the green spreading bay; 
But the anger of God, like the lightning, shall sear him, 

And his bloom, like the smoke-wreath, be scattered away. 

He may dig a deep pit as a snare for his brother, 
He may spread a dark net for the feet of his friend; 

But the trap he has laid for the fall of another 
Shall prove but the cause of bis own in the end. 

He joy'd not in blessing—and blessings flee past him 
To the dwellings of those whose destruction lie schente'd; 

luis pride was in cursing—and curses shall blast him 
Rebounding in wrath from the heaven he blaspheme'd. 

For the vengeance of God, in its fierce indignation, 
Shall blow him away like the chaff on the wind; 

ADd his name may he sought in the next generation— 
But a branch of his stem shall not linger behind. 

W. KNOx. 

35. SERVITUDES AND DELIVERANCES OF ISRAEL. 
Judges iii.-v. 

The children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites. 
Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebusites ; and 
they •took their daughters to he their wives, and gave their 
daughters to their sons, and 'served their gods. And the 
children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgat 
thé Lord their (sud and served •liaalim. Then the •anger of 
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THE ISRAELITES ARE OPPRESSED. [1451-1096 B.C. 

tbe Lord was •kindled against them, and he caused them to be 
oppressed for eight years by Chusan-rishathaim, the king of 
Mesopotamia; but when the Israelites cried unto God, he 
•raised up Othniel to deliver them. Othniel was the first 
judge of Israel. 

For forty years the Israelites served God, but for twenty-two 
years after, they again did evil, and God allowed Eglon, the 
king of Moab, to oppress them eighteen years; after that, he 
raised up -Ehud to deliver them. Ehud slew Eglon, at Gilgal, 
and the Israelites slew 10,000 Moabites at the Fords of Jordan, 
near Moab. The Philistines afterwards were permitted to 
•oppress Israel. But God raised up •Shamgar, a husbandman, 
who slew six-hundred Philistines with an •ox-goad, and thus 
delivered them. 

God then permitted •Jabin, king of Canaan, who reigned in 
Hazor, to oppress the Israelites forty years. They cried unto 
the Lord, and be raised up -Deborah, a •prophetess, and -Barak, 
a valiant man of Naphtali, to deliver them. Barak pursued 
the host of Sisera, Jabin's captain, and destroyed them. 
Sisera lied to •the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber, the Kenite. 
Jael gave him -milk to drink, and he lay down to sleep in her 
tent. While he slept, she took a •nail of the tent, and a 
hammer, and •smote the nail into his temples, and he died. 
Thus Israel was delivered from their fourth servitude, and 
Deborah and Barak sang a song of praise to God for the deliver-
ance of Israel; in this song, they recited the deeds of those who 
had helped •valiantly, the •manner of Siserâ s death, and the 
supposed impatience of the mother of Sisera for her son's return 
loaded with spoil. They concluded their song thus, "So let 
all •thine enemies perish, O Lord: but let them that love him 
be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might." And the 
land had rest forty years. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

top* ter date.—this was strictly forbidden was stupid, immodest, degreding and cruel 
by the law of Moses. One who was married 1 while the worship of Ood was pure sud 
to an idoiater was sore to be alienated from i  elevating. Mom foretold this awful dole,,_ 
the service of Jehovah; their chUdren too tion. Ion 29; compare ", ' Bell and 
would grow up 1rreverent and unholy. 	Ashtaroth; Leueon 33; and 'no want,' 

imeid Gai►  pod —the servies of idole L,essoa 34. 
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PERIOD IV.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Baalim—the plural of Baal, Including the 

several deities worshipped under thio name. 
Lesson 33, ' Baal.' 

an!ler—God was displeased with them, as 
be was with their forefathers, when they 
wor.hipped the golden ca1L Lesson 23. 

kindled—as a lire to consume them. 
Le-sson 24, 'lire,' Lesson 26, ' Korah.' 

raised up—stirred up; by infusing intohim 
a spirit of resistnnce and bravery, and a 
feeling of dependence and trust in God. 

Judge—from this time till the appointment 
of Saul, as king, the Israelites weregoverned 
by a succession of men called judges, who 
were raised up in times of danger. 

Ehud—he was sont by the Israelites with 
a tax or tribute te Eglon; on announcing 
that he had a confidential message te him, 
Eglon s servants were commanded to with-
draw ; Ehud then slew Eglon and tied. As 
soon as the Israelites heard of it. they rose 
up and slaughtered the Moabites, after 
which Ehud became their judge. 

oppress—to rule over with severity; to 
exact tribute and service by force.  

immediate refreshtnent induced him te 
venture into s woman'a tent uninvited; 
perhaps he imagined he should be lest likely 
to be discovered by bis pursuers in a wo- 
man's tent. In entering it, however, ho 
acted contrary to present & former customs. 

milk—he asked for water, and ahs gave 
him milk—shewing him all the hospitality 
ber tent afforded. 

nail —a tent-pin with which the cords of 
the tent are fastened to the ground. 

smoie, ¢c.—this was a horrid and cruel 
act for a woman te perform; she probably 
intended kindness to him et first, but after-
wards was led te consider him as the deter-
mined enemy of God and Israel, and under 
this sudden impulse of abhorrence deter-
mined on his death. 

ua1iantly—bravely ; nobly. 

manner—by Jael's instrumentality; show-
ing that it was in accordance with God'Y 
retributive will. 

Urine enemies—not only were they the 
enemies of Israel, but they hated God. 

éhawgar—he was doubtless aided by hie FoaDS OFV.loaDAtc—ahallow passages 
neighbours, himself acting as leader; by I across the river which could be waded 
Gods help he discomfited the enemies of through at certain seasons. both by mcn & 
Israel. 	 I cattle. The Jordan, between Lake Tiberias 

ox-goad—an instrument used for spurring and the Dead Sen la sixty miles in length 
on oxen when drawing the plough; It was but the level of the Dead Sea la nearly 
from seven te eight feet long. and armed 1000 feet lower thon that of Lake Tiberias. 
with a pointed spear et one end, and a plate Lesson 30, 'Jordan' 
of iron at the other. 	 Putt.isrsNss—they occupied the west and 
Jahin—' discerner ;' king offazor;a foncer , south-west coast of Canaan, it ta believed 

city of this name was destroyed by Joshua, by some that they had their origin from the 
and its king aise called Jabin, put to death. ehephercl-tyrants who overran Egypt before 
The city, it appeals, was rebuilt, und re- the time of Moses Lesson 17. Their 
gained its former importance. 	 I kingdom was divided into five principalities. 

Deborah—' a bec;' she was eminent for such of which had its own prince, all being 
piety and seal; ber judgtnent-seat was united under one sovereign heed. 
trader a palm-tree In Mount Ephraim,

a  be- 
 tweenBamabundBethel. Lesson69,'tree.' 	rma—a eity in the north of Canaan, 

io 	
female prophets were not near the waters of Menons. of which Jabin 

p 	 was the powerful king; he w•as coq common among the worshippers of the truc 	a 	 g + 	 Vues 
God; among the heathens they and priest- by Joshua; but in the time of Deborah and 

li 
ses were numerous. 

	
Barak. another king Jabin, of Hasor. 

es  
Barak—the city of Hazor wan near the oppress the I.raeiites. 

border of the tribe te which hwakbelonged. 	KENITes—this people, it la supposed. 

Lesson 32. ' Tapht&IL' 	 1 were Midhmites. sud bad their resideaec 

1Le teat g(—it is. probable that the omen near the Aisssloktteo. Jetbro. who won a 
wera absent, aad that the necoasity of Kenite, In e:prc.:.ly called a MidianI s. 
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THE MIDIANITES OPPRESS ISRAEL. [1451-1096 B.C. 

SISERA. 
"WHY TARRY THE WdBdL+ OF HIS CHARIOT 7^ 

Forth looked the mother from ber lattice high, 
Tu Judah's valleys turned ber proud dark eve;-
'• Why do his chariot wheels delay so long? 
Why tarries thus the valiant and the strong ? 
Have they not sped? bave they not won the day? 
To every man bath been a glorious prey ; 
The gorgeous work hy Syrian niaidens p!ann'd, 
And fair young slaves, the brightest in the land. 
Sure he will deck bis lov'd ones with the spoil." 
In vain she looketh toward that favour'd soil; 
With shout and song, in peace returning home, 
He cometh not; nor e'er again shall come. 
Far, far away, within the Kenites' tent; 
His brow is pierced, his stately head is bent: 
Where Kishon's ancient waters hurry by, 
On Taauach's plains his trampled warriors lie. 
For Israel's God hath led the glorious fight, 
Abinoam's son lias conquered in His might, 
And she who sat by Bethel's judgment tree 
Has risen to chant the song of victory. 

VERSES FOR HOLY SEASONS. 

36. THE MIDIANITES' OPPRESSION. RUTH. 
Judges vi. 1-7. Ruth. 

The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
he •delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. So 
severe eras the oppression of the 11lzdianites that the people 
of Israel were driven to take refuge in the •dens of the 
mountains, and in the 'caves, and •strong holds. And the 
Midianites and Amalekites came and destroyed the increase of 
the earth, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor 
ox, nor ass. For they came up 'with their cattle, and their tents, 
and they came as grasshoppers for multitude, and they entered 
into the land to destroy it, and the Israelites were greatly 
impoverished. They cried unto the Lord for deliverance, and 
he sent a prophet to reprove them, and to show all the good 
that he had done for Israel, but that they had not obeyed his 
voice. 
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PERIOD IO.] 	 BI9TORY OF RUTH. 

Elimelech and his wife •Naomi were Israelites, who were 
driven from Canaan by the famine, and they went to reside in 
Moab. They had two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. Their sons, 
married wives of the Moabites, and died. Elimelech also died. 
Some time after, Naomi and her two daughters-in-law, Orpah 
and -Ruth, departed into Judah. Naomi wished her daughters-
in-law to return to Moab. Orpah returned, but Ruth would 
not leave her mother-in-law; she said, " Intreat me not to 
leave thee or to return from following after thee, for -whither 
thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge ; -thy 
people shall be my people, and •thy God my God ; where thou 
diest I will die, and there will I be buried; the Lord do so to 
me, and more also, if aught but death part thee and me." 
They both came to Bethlehem, in the beginning of -barley 
harvest, and they -gleaned in the -fields of •Boat, a rich man, 
and a relative of the family. He afterwards -married Ruth, 
and she became the mother of •Obed, who -,vas the father of 
Jesse, and the grandfather of David, from whom Christ 
descended. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

deliaered—no nation bas a right to 
assail und subdue another people; yet 
God permits it as a punishment for sin. 
Lesson 51, guiltless: 

dens—clefts, chnems in mountains. 
cases—underground places of shelter 

and concealment. Les. 9, `cave;' 12, 
'tent;' and 49, 'in the cave.' 

sirmig holdx—natural clefts in the 
rocks utmost inaccessible. 

Filimelech—' my God;' he was of the 
tribe of Judah, a native of Bethlehem. 

Naorni—' beautiful;' on her return 
home, nfter Ihe death of ber husband 
and sons, she wished to be called 
Marnh, which means 'bitter,' (Les. 21) 
rather than her proper name. 

Ruth—' beauty while she lived with 
ber mother-in-law in Moab she become 
a couvert in the worship of Jehovah; 
and from the affection and attachment 
dilplayed hy Ruth towards her, it is 
evident that Naomi was herinstructress. 
In Ibeir widowhood one spoke of God, 
and the other learned to adore him. 
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rrhilher lhou,ec.—ench ardent, grafefnl 
affection was honourable lo Ruth, and 
it brought ifs own reward. 

thy people—she had resolved on lie-
coming one with the people of Israel; 
probably her deceased husband was 
remembered by her with reverence. 

lhy God—she thoroughly renonneed 
the idolatry of h -r own people and thus 
professed herself a worshipper of the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

buried—the desire of being buried 
with one's kindred is se strong in enst-
ern countries that no higher proof could 
Ruth give of her sincerity; in renoun-
cing ber idolatrous nation and kindred. 

barley-harvest--commenced in March 
and closed in April. 

gleaned—gathered ap the ears that 
fell from the binders, or that were left 
standing by the reepers. The Lord 
commanded that in the lime of harvest 
—That season of joyfulness to the 
husbandmen--the poor & the strangers 



" INTEEAT ME NOT TO LEAVE THEE." 1451-1096 B.C. 

should not be forgotten. Lev. xix. 9.10, 
Dent. xxiv. 19-22. 

fields—patches of cultivated land, not 
enclosed as fields are in this country. 

Boaz—'strength ; he was not only 
rieb, but be was also a man of upright. 
and conscientious principles, who would 
not try to evade obedience to the laws 
of God. from any inconvenience likely 
to attach to such obedience. 

married—marriages et this period, 
and for come time after were usually 
performed in the open air; the bride-
groom surrounded by his companions 
and friends, having arrived, was con-
dueted under a canopy or bower, into 
which the bride was led closely veiled. 
The contrnet was then rend te which 
both parties assented, and then the  

blessing was pronounced; the blessing 
in Ruth'e case, was spoken by the elders 
and all the people assembled—it ran 
thus, "The Lord make the woman that 
is come into tbine bouse like Rachel 
and like Leeh, which two did build the 
bouse of Isreel." Feasting and mirth 
succeeded the ceremony, and if the 
bridegroom was wealthy continued 
some deys. 

Obed—'raising;' beautifully indi-
cative of the elevation to which their 
family should yet et tain. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
MtmANrrEs—these wandering war-

rior herdsmen moved from place to 
place impoveriebing and crushing the 
Israelites whom God left helpless in 
their power. Les. 28, 'all.' 

RUTH TO HER MOTHER. 
'INTREAT ME NOT TO LEAVE THEE, NOR TO RETURN FROM FOLLOWING THEE," a:.. 

I will not , cannot leave thee, every hope to me is dead, 
But the hope to smooth the pillow for an aged parent's head; 
Oh ! bid me not depart from thee ;—to wander by thy aide 
la now my only joy and wish,—my pleasure and my pride. 

Bid me not seek another lord, another land, or home; 
I am the staff unto thy feet, wherever they may roam; 
The scanty meal, the houseless head, no terrors have for me; 
So I may watch and hunger, my mother dear, by thee. 

I would not leave thee for the wealth of fortune's richest smile; 
Such lot were pain and grief to me, if thou wert poor the while; 
I would not leave thee, tho' the cloud that broods upon thy brow 
Were of a deeper, deadlier gloom than I behold it now. 

Thou say'st that thou art childless now,—thou hast no other son 
To be a link of love to us, to bind our souls in one! 
Oh! who would smile with Chilion'a smile, or speak with Chilion's tone, 
But her whose grief for Chilion was as bitter as thine own 

By the joy we both remember, by the lotis we both lament, 
Bid me not serve my people's gods, nor seek my father's tent, 
1 am an alien at their hearth, a stranger at their shrine; 
I have no kindred now but thee, I know no God but thine 1 

And He will still be with us, in our smiles and in our tears; 
In the weakness of my youth, and in the sadness of thy years; 
'l o cheer the darkness of our doom, how dark soe'er it be, 
And bleuis the grateful love with which my spirit clings to thee! 

POCTICAL STAR. 
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37. GIDEON DELIVERS ISRAEL. - - 
Judges vi. 7-viii. 28. 

At this time, when the Israelites were mourning for their 
gins against God, an angel appeared unto •Gideon, at Ophrah, 
as he •threshed wheat by the •winepress, to •hide it from the 
Midianites. Gideon was the son of Joash, a descendant of 
•Abiezer, of the tribe of Manasseh. The angel said to Gideon, 
"The Lord is with thee thou •mighty man of valour; go, and 
thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites." And 
Gideon said unto him, "0h my Lord, •wherewith shall I save 
Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the 
least in my father's house." And the Lord said unto him, 
"Surely •I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the 
Midianites as one man." Gideon was commanded to •throw 
down an altar which •his father had dedicated to Baal, and •to 
build an altar to the Lord. The Lord gave him •signs to 
chew that he would save Israel by his hand. Thirty-two-
thousand men •joined Gideon beside the Well of Harod. When 
those who were •fearful had returned home there were 10,000 
left. Of the 10,000, only •three-hundred were chosen to 
deliver Israel. Every man had a trumpet, and also a •pitcher 
with a lamp in it. The camp of the Midianites was •attacked 
by night, when •every man of the three hundred shouted, " The 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon," and brake his pitcher, to 
chew his lamp. The Midianites were terrified and confused, 
so they set every man's sword •against his fellow; and then 
fled. And the men of Naphtali, Asher, Manasseh, and 
Ephraim gathered themselves together, and pursued the 
Midianites. The Ephraimites took two princes of Midian, 
Oreb and •Zeeb, and slew them and brought their •heads to 
Gideon. 

And the •men of Ephraim came to Gideon and said, "Why 
hast thou served us thus, that thou calledst us not, when thon 
wentest to fight with the Midianites P" and they did chide 
with him sharply. And he said unto them, "What have I 
done now in comparison of you? •Is not the •gleaning of the 
grapes of Ephraim better than the •vintage of Abiezer P God 
hath delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb 
and Zeeb : and what was I able to do in comparison of you ?" 
Then their anger was abated toward him, when ho had said 
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BIDEON SLAY5 ZEBA AND ZALMUNNAH [1451-1096 B.C. 

that. Gideon and his men then pursued the kings of Midian. 
The people of Succolh refused him and bis men bread. The 
people of Penuel also refused him refreshment. He threatened 
to punish them, and fulfilled his threat on bis return, when ht+ 
had taken Zebah and Zalmunna. He slew these two kings 
because they had slain his brethren. The people of Israel 
wished Gideon to be their ruler, but he refused, saying, " Thé-
Lord shall rule over you." He afterwards made an •ephod oi 
the golden •earrings that had been taken with the spoil, and 
thus •unwittingly caused idolatry. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Gideon--'breaker.' 	 should be slain; but bis fathersaid of 
threshed—beat out of the straw.  Baal, "If he be god, let him plead for 

Gideon used the flail, which shows that himself." 	Wherefore they called 
the quantity was small ; the usual mode J Gideon Jerubbeal, 'let Baal plead: 
of tht•esbing was by means of rollers set I his father—here we have the source 
in e sledge, and drawn over it by oxen, of Israel's troubles—they built all ers 
or simply by the driving of oxeu over it, unto Baal and worshipped him. 
to tread out the grain. 	

to build —it would appear that Gideon vine-press—a place the least likely to was in heart a worshipper of God. excite the suspicion of the rapacious 
Midianites. Wine-presseswerecavities 	signa—Gideon was et trstafraid to 
in the ground Tined with masonry. go according to the Lord's command, 
Lesson 50,' wine.' 	 but the Lord granted him three sires, 

hide it—threshing-floors were gener- at bis own rtquest, to satisfy him that 
ally on eminences, and thus exposed to he was the chosen instrumentofsalve-
publie view; bad Gideon threshed bis tion to Israel. First, the angel touched 

wheat. on one of them the oppressors with his roda repart which Gideon bad 
provided, und immediately fire issued would bave soon e  fruits o  it, and I from the rock and consumed if; second, plundered him of the fruits of his tail. God caused the dew at night to fall Had he employed oxen to trend it out, only on e fleece of cool which Gideon their lowing would that 

	led spread, and not on the eartb around it ; bi  the discovery of that be wished to third, God caused the dew the next hide. 	 night to water the earth around the 
dbiezer—' father of help.' 	 8 ece, while the fleece itself remained 
mighly man. 4-c.---a man of physical dry. 

vigour, and of a daring spirit. The joined—came to him on bearing the 
language of the aneel showed what he enli to action, which bis messengers 
might become rather than what be proclaimed nt the aonnd of the trum- 
sctually was. 	 pet, thronghout the trihes of Manas- 

wherewith—by what means? 	seh, Asher, Zebulon, and Nnphtali. 
I will be with fhee —if the Lord be I 

with a. who Fhnl be Rwe 	 fearful—this was according to God's l 	mi us ?  
throw doton—we must clenrourhnnds command. Deuteronomy xu. A. 

ofall participation in sin, before we eau j three-hundred—the 10,000 were led to 
expect God to bless our undertakings. J the water to drink, when those only 
Ps• xxvi. 6; lxvi. 18. When Gideon's were ehosen who lapped as a dog. 
fellow-citizens heard of the indignity I pitcher—an earthen vessel for holding 
done te Baal they demanded that he I water. 
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PERIOD IV.] 	"CONFIDENCE IN GOD." 
tan+p—the country abounded with I had heen greater than his at the begin.. 

olives, so that the quantity of oil l'or ning. 
all these temps was easily obtained. gleaning—the remnants gal hered by 
Lesson 4. 'olive.' 	 I the poor after the harvest. 

attacked—they simply appeared round eiatage—the harvest of the vineyard. 
the enemy's camp. 	 I ephod—God instructed him to build 

every man—tbe sounding of so many an alter, therefore that was not a sin ; 
trumpets would lead the Midianites fo but Cod did not instructhim to make a 
imagine that they had an immense priestly epbod, and his doing so 
number of assailants. 	 I proved that he'udged incorrectly when 

against his fellow—this wns the work he supposed the command to do one 
of God; he eaused the wildness of I thing authorized him to do another. 
terror, and the madness of rage to seize I earrings—au ornament much used in 
upon them. Les. 45, 'salvation.' 	I eastern countries. The calf made by 

Oreb and Zeeb—Oreb, 'crow;' Zeeb, Aaron was partly compowed of golden 
'wolf.' 	 I earrings wbich the women had con- 

heade—this practice was common in I tributed. Lesson 23. 
the East; the heads were ennsidered as unwittingly—unintentionally; notwith 
trophies of war. We read that in some the design of establishing idolatry, 
cases the skulls of distinguished enemies 
slain in war were made into drinking I 	GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
vessels for the special use of thevictors. OPHRAH—a town in entera Man- 

men of Ephraim—hearing of the dis- naseb, also called Ephrah, chiefly men-
comfiture of the Midianites, they rose boned in the history of Gideon. 
up to the pursuit; but they felt angry I WELL ov HARon—situated at the 
that They had not been called et the foot of Mount Gilboa. 
first. Gideon's soft answer turned away SUCCOTH-a place in Gilead, and in 
their wrath. 	 the territory of Gad. Lesson 13. 

Is not, «c.—this beautiful metaphor PENIEL OR PENUEL—' the face of 
implied that their services at the end I God' Lesson 13. 

CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 
• SURELY I WILL BE WITH THEE. 

God is my strong salvation ; 
What foe have I to fear? 

In darkness and temptation, 
My light, my help is near. 

Though hosts encamp around me, 
Firrn to the fight 1 stand: 

What terror can confound me, 
With God at my right hand? 

Place on the Lord reliance, 
My soul with courage wait; 

His truth he thy alliance, 
When faint and desolate 

His might thine heart shall strengthen, 
H;s love thy joy increase, 

Mercy thv days shall lengthen; 
'rho Lord will give shoe peace. 
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38. ABIMELECH MADE KING. OF JEPHTHAH. 
Judges viii. 29-vii. 8. 

Gideon left many sons. Abimelech was a son of Gideon, 
but not a lawful son. He •slew •all Gideon's lawful sons 
except one. •Jotham only escaped. After atiine the men of 
Shechem gathered themselves together, and made Ahimelech 
their •king ; Jotham came to Mount Gerizim, and by the 
following parable •ridiculed the choice ef the men of Shechem, 
and the pretensions of Abimelech ; "The trees went forth on 
a time to •anoint a king over them; and they said unto the 
olive tree, reign thon over us. But •the olive tree said unto 
them, should I leave my •fatness, wherewith by me they •honour 
God and man, and go to be •promoted over the trees i And 
the trees said to the •fig tree, come thou, and reign over us. 
But the fig tree said unto them should I forsake my sweetness, 
and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees ? 
Then said the trees unto the •vine, come thou, and reign over 
us. And the vine said unto them, should I leave my wine, 
which •cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted over 
the trees? Then said all the trees unto the •bramble, come 
thon, and reign over us. And the bramble said unto the trees, 
if in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and 
put your trust in •my shadow; and if not, let •fire come out of 
the bramble, and •devour the cedars of Lebanon." He then 
told the men of Shechem of all that his father had done for 
them, and of their •ingratitude, and fled to Beer. Soon 
afterwards •Gaal conspired against Abimelech. The Sbechem-
ites were also dissatisfied with him. He was slain by a stone 
from a •fortress, which a woman cast upon his head. 

Tola was of the tribe of Issachar, and he dwelt in Mount 
Ephraim. He judged Israel twenty-three years. Jair n as 
judge over Israel after Tola. He was a Gileadite, of the tribe 
of Manasseh; he owned thirty villages. During most of his 
reign the Israelites were oppressed by the Ammonites. 

The Israelites began to serve the gôds of Sidon, Syria, and 
Moab, and God suffered the Ammonites and Philistines to 
prevail against them. They cried unto the Lord, and he 
reminded them of their many deliverances, but that they Gill 
forook him. While they were confessing their sins the 
Ammonites carne against them. God then raised up •Jtophthah 
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PERIOD IP.] 	7EPHTHIH'S RASH VOW. 

to deliver them. Jephthah made a •rash •vow to God before 
he went to battle; to '.u1fil which he had to •sacrifice his 
daughter, after he had conquered the Ammonites. The 
Ephraimites -quarrelled with Jephthah because he had gone 
against the Ammonites without them. They said also, - Ye 
Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim." The Gileadites then 
took the passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites, and 
when the Ephraimites said, " Let me go over," the men of 
Gilead said unto him, "Art thou an Ephraimite P" If he 
said, "Nay," then said they unto him," Say now -Shibboleth," 
and he said, " Sibboleth ;" for he could not frame to pronounce 
it right. Then they took him and slew him at the 'passages 
of Jordan; and there fell at that time of the Ephraimites 
forty-and-two-thousand. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
slew--transactions of this kind have 	anoiat—the ceremony by which kings 

long been common in eastern courts; and priests were set apart for their 
(bis is the first we rend of. It after- respective offices. 
wards became a practice fora newking 	the olive—lite selection of the olive 
to put his brothers to death lest their was not for ils size, but for its invalu. 
ambition should render lits position as able properties—its oil being one of the 
sovereign insecure. In Persia, banish- chief sources of wealth, eomfort and 
ment and bas of sirht were till re- luxury to the people of Canaan. Les. 4, 
cently+ubstituted for death. Lessons 41, 'olive,' Lesson 23,' eandtestick: 
'put out. &e: 9ti, 'destroyed: 	falness—referring toits unctuous fruit, 

aU—Gideon had seventy sons. 	and rich luxuriant foliage. 
Jolham—' perfection of -Jehovah.' 	honour God—by its being need in 
king—this first attempt to establish sacrifices, and in other services, of the 

kingly autborily in Israel proved un. tabernacle. 
sacce}sfol ; it had ont the divine 	promoted—ntsed to greater distinc- 
approval, as in the case of Saul. Lessons lion. 
43 and 44. 	 fig-tree--almost every- family in Pal- 

parable—a simple narration in which estive cultivated the fig-tree; ils leaves 
in+traction is conveyed on one thing by are large, affording a pleasant shade in 
speaking of other things; in this case summer; Less. t1, 'under;' its fruit is 
the men of Shechem were .poken of as soft, sweet, & nutritious. Les. 50,' figs.' 
r trees choosing a king.' The natives 
of the East are very fond of stories, and 	vine—one of the largest of Ihe climh- 
are accustomed to the easy process of ing plants; vines were common in Ca. 
reasoning by analogy. 	 nanti, and were esteemed for their fruits 

ridiatied—m-de the subject cf con- which were eaten both fresh and dried, 

temptuous laughter. 	 & also made into wine. I es.50, wine: 
prefensinns — coneeited notions; as- 	cheerelh God—speaking after the 

samption of greatness & power. Those mannerof men, God is here represented 
who aspire to authority or knowledge as being gratified with the drink-ofer-
without possessing any claim to them ings of wine presented by sincere 
suas pretenders. 	 worshippers. 
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''SOMI OF JEPHTHÂH'S DAUGHTEIC' [1451-1096 B.C. 

bramble—the mennest of all the trees, of married life; others believe that 
aptly resembling Abimelech; by some Jephthah realty offered bis daughter on 
authorities it is supposed a species of nn sitar ntOphrah. or il is well known 
bark-thorn is intended by the bramble that such a saeritice would not be per. 

my rhadoer—n boast—the bramble mitted on the Lord's altar nt Shiloh. 
being both small and mean. 	 grtnrrelled—the Ephrnimites were a 

fire—refcrrhtg to ita combustible Iton hty tribe, they had quarrelled with 
nature. In this country the common p Gideon and now with Jephthah. They 
wbin, even in its state of vreenneas, full eros+cd the Jordnn, and rame into 
of sap, and blossom, is aile of the most Gilead with the intention of wrenking 
combustible of snbstan-es. 	 (heir vengeance on Jephlhah and his 

detour—cwnllow up by consuming, 	friends. 

iagralihide—in assisfine Abimelerh 	çhiGhnleth—' wster-brooks ;' this test 

to e.ay fzlude n'e sons; they were, leh 's curious es chewing that differences 
ever, sever ly puni+hcd, for the wic!:ed in spee'eh had arien, by which particu- 
Ab-melech trais made the instrument of lar tribes eould be di«tioguished. 

el:,ving tiiousands of them when they I Fassagec—fordable places. 
revoiled agninst him. 	 J 	GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. Goal—lia man acted from selftch 	BEER—' a well ;' the place to whit ambition not from any patriotic desire I Jotham lied is supposed In be Beeroth, 
to rad the country of Abimelech. 	au nurient eily of the (.iheonites, in the 

Jortrer,—a strong tower in the city I tribe of Benjamin, about seven miles 
Thebez te which ail the peopleledwben from Jerusalem. 
Abimelech besieged the plate. 	 SIDON—the most ancient city of 

Jephlhah—' he will open ;' like Abim- Phmnicin, much older flan Tyre ; said 
elech he was nota lawful soit; bis bre- to have been founded by Sidon, e grand-
thrr•n banished him; bof in Ibis time of' son of Ham ; it was in the tripe of Asb-
dauger they sent for him, and he became er, but it was never subdued by the Is- 
a cnp,nin, a del vexer, and ajudge. 	rai-lites. 

ra.dh—hasty; ill-consider d. 	 SvRiA—n large country of Asia, be- 
raau•—n relieinu+ promise. Vows Tween tLe Euphrates and Arabia on the 

w.-re rommon in early times ; they were east. and south, with Mount Taurus on 
volunfbtrv. Promises are not vows. Les. the north. old the Mediterranean Sea, 
39, 'vowed.' 	 and Cannais on the west. I)amnccus 

,r,crifice—omc snppnse that ber and Hamath were its principal cities. 
sacrifice constated in perlent serlution 'l'In raina of Rnalbee and Tadmor are 
troua the world, and front the advautages still to be seen in its wilderness. 

SONG OF JEPHTHAH'S DAUGHTER. 

°AND JEI'HTHAH VOWED A V(IW UNTO THE LORD,"&s. 

Since our Country, our God—OII my sire 1 
Demand that thy daughter expire; 
Since thy triumph Was bought by thy vow— 
Strike the bosom that's bare'd for thee now ! 

And the voice of my mourning is o'er, 
And the lnountains behold tue no more 
If the hand that I love lay tue low, 
There colinot he pain in tl,e blow 
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PERIOD IV.] CO1iIN0 OF SAMSON. HANNAH'S PRAYER. 

And of thin, oh my father! be sure— 
That the blood of thy child is as pure 
As the blessing I beg ere it How, 
And the last thought that soothes me below. 

Though the virgins of Salem lament, 
Be the judge and the hero unbent! 
I have won the great battle for thee, 
And my father and country are free ! 

\Vhen this blood of thy giving hath gush'd, 
~Vhen the voice that thou lovent is hush'd, 
Let my memory still be thy pride, 
And forget not I smile'd as I died! 

BYBON. 

39. OF SAMSON, ELI, AND SAMUEL. 
Judges xii. S-xiii. 25 & 1 Sam. i-iii. 

After the death of Jephthah, Ibzan judged Israel. He was 
succeeded by Elon, after whom Abdon Kvas judge. Ibzan, 
Elah, and Abdon governed Israel twenty-five years. The 
Israelites again forsook God and he delivered them into the 
hands of the Philistines who oppressed them for the space of 
forty years. 

•The coming of •Samson was made known to bis mother, 
before it took place. She was the wife of Manoah, of the 
tribe of Dan. An angel told her that her son should begin 
to deliver Israel from the Philistines and that he must never 
be shaven, but brought up a •Nazarite from bis birth. Manoah 
and bis wife promised to obey the •injunctions of the angel, 
and in •due time Samson was born. 

When •Eli was judge and priest of Israel, a woman named 
•Hannah, one of the two wives of •Elkanah, prayed for a son. 
Elkanah comforted Hannah, saying "Why weepest thou P and 
why eatest thou not P and why is thy heart. grieved? am not 
I better to thee than ten sons ?" Hannah •vowed, if the Lord 
answered her prayer to •dedicate her son to the Lord all his life. 
As she was praying, Eli watched her; she spake in her heart, 
only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard ; therefore 
Eli thought she was drunken. He said unto her, "How 
long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee." 
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HANNAH'S PRAYER ANSWERED. [1451-1096 B.C. 

And Hannah answered, "No, my lord, I am a woman of a 
sorrowful spirit; I have drunken neither wine, nor strong 
drink, but have 'poured out my soul before the Lord." Eli 
then said, "'Go in peace ; and the God of Israel grant thee thy 
petition that thou hast asked of him." Then her countenance 
was •no more sad. 

The Lord beard Hannah's prayer, and gave her a son whom 
she called 'Samuel. After the child was weaned, she brought 
him to the house of the Lord in Shiloh. And she said to 
Eli, "Oh, my lord, as thy soul liveth, I am the woman that 
stood by thee here praying unto the Lord. For this child 
I prayed, and the Lord hath given me my petition which I 
asked him; therefore also I have -lent him to the Lord—
as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord." She also 
sung a song of thanksgiving to the Lord, in which she pfaised 
bis power, and wisdom, and goodness. 

Eli had two wicked sons, Hophni and Phinehas. He 
reproved them, but they would not hearken to their father. 
They did 'evil, and he did mot restrain them. A prophet came 
to Eli, and spake of the approaching downfall of his bouse. 
He said that Eli's two sons should die in one day ;—that God 
would raise up a faithful priest in Eli's place ;—and that Eli's 
'seed should come to poverty and dishonour. 

The child Samuel •ministered to the Lord before Eli. The 
Lord called on Samuel as he lay asleep. He thought Eli had 
called him ; but Eli knew the call was from the Lord, and told 
*Samuel how to answer. The Lord •revealed to Samuel his 
judgment on Eli's house, which Samuel made known to Eli 
the next morning. 

All Israel knew that Samuel was appointed to be a 'prophet 
of the Lord. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
M. coming—his birth; and that his was a man of strong passions, of patrio-

lifewould be devoted to thedeliverance ti+m, and of devotion. 
of bis people from the Philistine yoke. 	Nazarite—'one devoted;' one separ- 

Famson—'sun; as long an he con- nted'—as for some esp.cial purpose. 
tinned a Nazarite his phy.ical strength The Nazarite'svow ineluded abstinence 
war prodigious; the mental powers of from wine, and alt intoxicating liquors; 
Samson were riot of a high order, nor he was to avoid everything polluted; he 
were his moral perceptions correct. He was not to enter a house where a dead 
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PzItIOD IV.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

bodv Inv, nor to suffer the hair of bis and that he should be a Nazarite. 
head Io he shaven off. The Nazarites' Lesson 38,' Na7arite.' 
row might be token by men or women; poured ont—a beautiful emblem of 
il g-nernlly lasted eight days, but in prayer—the unreserved outpouring of 
tome instances during life. 	 the heart's desires to God. 

injuactiores—instructions ; commands. 	Go in peace—an intimation that ber 
due—proper; full ; complete. 	prayer would be granted. 

F.fi—'exalted, he was descended from 	no more sad—Hannah believed that 
Ithamar, the fourth son of Aaron ; he Eli's words amo rated to an assurance 
won a good mon, but deficient in pater- ', that ber prayer would be heard ; and 
nal discipline, which led to the ruin of she recognized the will of God in the 
his two sons, and bis own unhappy end blessing of Eli. 

judge and priest—this union ofdistinct' Samuel—' asked of God ; or' beard of 
offices .cas admissible under the Mosaic God ;' at the time of bis birth Israel 
dispensation ; for the nation was was in a state of declension from the 
governed by nnchaneeable Inws directly paths of pure religion ; profanity had 
eninmunicaled by God, who also made spread among all cla=ses, not excepting 
known bis will in answer to devout en- I the ministers of the Tabernacle. 
quiries throueh the bigh priest. In all 	lent—the recognition of maternal 
other countries the laws are based on controul over the early training of the 
the vdill of the Sovereign, or the willof I child is here indicated. God has given 
n governing body, or according to the parents this right, but they are respon-
will of the people at large; thoy are i sible for its proper exercise. 
consequently imperfect, and sometimes 	vril—they were licentious ; and they 
unjust, which is sot the case with the made rise of that infini-ace and authority 
laws of God. 	 I which their office in the tabernacle gave 

Hannah—' graeionsness ;' 	though I them, to net with tyranny end rapacity 
more beloved thon Peninnah, the other —depriving those who offered Pence. 
wife of Elkannh, she was not so highly offerings of their share of the sacrifices. 
favoured with children. Lesson 13, 	sot restrain—he did not keep them in 
• Rachel, Leah: 	 check by the strongexereiseot paternel 

Elknnah—' God thejealous;'nLevite, and priestly authority; he barely re-
residing nt Ramah. Les. 43,'Ramah.' proved them. 

rotted—no one was obl;ged to make a. seed—children • 	descendants; Ibis 
vow, but once made there wns no excuse propl.ecy was lulfilled in the degradation 
for its non-performance. But in the of A biathnr, manyyenrs alter. Les. 66. 
case of children and women, their vows 	minlslered—served ; performed snob 
might be forbidden by their fathers or I nets as bis youth permitted. 
busbands, provided they did so ns soon 
as they became ncquninfed with them. 	rerealed—made known; told him. 
Numbers xxx. 3-8. 	 prophel—a guide and judge in nation- 

dedicate—as a Levite, her son would al matters ; one to whom the will of 
have fo attend to the temple service; God was made known; au expounder 
but this vow of Hnnnnh was that bis I of the laws which concern religions 
service should begin very early in life, I worship. 

THE BOY SAMUEL. 
"AND ALL IRRAF.I, KNEW TH.iT SIMUEL WAS ESTArLIS}IED TO BB A PROPBST.^ 

The child tisas vUung—a tender thing 
About a mother's neck to clint, 
Upon a mother's liearth to hound, 
and scatter joy like sunshine round 
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SAMSON'S RUDDLB. 	1451-1096 B.C. 

O blessed child ! O mother blest! 
What joy and glory on you rest! 
In sorrow did she ask, and lo! 
God's mercies stream and overflow. 
Already, in the midnight hour, 
The Spirit of Eternal Power, 
From heaven descending, deigns to pour 
On that sweet child its Prophet lore. 
And soon, on his advancing youth, 
The tribes shall lean in love and truth; 
Wide, wider shall his fame expand,—
Judge, prophet, father of the land. 

40. THE ACTS OF SAMSON. 
Judges xiv. xv. 

When Samson grew up, he went to Timnath, where he 
saw a woman of the Philistines who pleased him. He told 
his father and mother to geb her for him to wife, but his parents 
did not wish it, for they knew not that it was •of the Lord. 
The Philistines at that time had •dominion over •Israel. As 
he was going to Timnath, he slew a •lion. On his return 
there was a -swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, and •he 
took some of the honey, and did eat. He afterwards proposed 
a •riddle to the Philistines, at •a feast which he made, saying, 
" If ye find it out and declare it to me within seven days, then 
I will give you thirty •sheets, and thirty •changes of garments ; 
but if ye cannot declare it to me, ye shall give me thirty sheets 
and thirty changes of garinents." Then he put forth the 
riddle, " Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong 
came forth sweetness." But they could not declare it. They 
told his wife to •entice her husband to tell her its meaning, 
that she might tell them, and that they might answer Samson. 
She did su, and they answered him on the seventh day, 
"What is sweeter than honey, and what is stronger than a 
lion i" Then he knew that his wife had revealed it to them. 

The father of Samson's wife gave lier tu his •companion. 
Samson thon •cau_ht three-hundred •foxes, and put•firebrands 
to their •tail-, and let them go int the •standing corn of the 
Philistine..,, which was •burnt up. The Philistines were angry, 
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PERIOD IV.] SAMSON SLAYS A THOUSAND PHILISTINES. 

and burnt Sainson's wife and her father with fire. He after-
yards smote a great many Philistines, near the rock, Etam. 
The men of Judah were angry with Samson, for the Philistines 
'o ere rulers over them; they came to the rock Etam to 
bind him, that they might deliver him to the Philistines; and 

they bound him .vith two new cords, and brought him to Le/ti. 
the Philistines •shouted against him, and the •spirit of the Lord 
came mightily on him; the cords became as burnt flax, and 
his hands were loosed ; he found a new jaw-bone of an ass, 
which he took, and slew a thousand men therewith. After this 
slaughter he nearly died of thirst, but God clave the jaw-bone, 
and v ater came out, which he drank and was refreshed. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
of the Lord—the Lord overruled the ment or contract; et such times feaats 

weak desires of Samson to make him a were made on a grand and costly scale. 
scourge to the Philistines. 	 sheets—more properly shirts. 

dominion—worship; rule. 	 changes—suits; dresses. 
Israel--chiefly over the tribes of 	eetice—this was very improper on 

Judah, Dan, and Simeon. 	 their part, but the threat of burning ber 
lion—owing to the unsettled condition and ber father's house, if she did not 

of the country these animais increaqed ; obtain the secret and disclose it to them, 
aa cultivation extends and population proved that they were destitute of 
iucreases in any country infested with honor, humanity, and justice, and that 
beasts of prey, they gradually diminish they were men of depraved and wicked 
in number till they become extinct. hearts, and ready for deeds of blood. 
Dent. vii. 22; Lesson 108, 'lions.' 	companion—be was Ihe bridegroom's 

swarm—the lion's caresse was speed- men—bis assistaintnt the marriage; bis 
ily reduced tua skeleton by beasts and confidant; he had the charge of ail 
birds of prey, and in so arid a country it matters connected with the feast. Hia 
soon became dried, so as to form a facilities for becoming personally nc-
convenient hive for the bees. Lesson qunitited with the bride. were, in the 
63, 'birds.' 	 case of Samson, shamefully abused, for 

he look—it appears that no one bad he acted the part of a traitor. 
discovered the liou's carcase while 	cawght—probably not by himself, 
Samson was et Timnath, which proves but with the assistance of many who 
thiit the country was Thinly inhabited, were glnd of a stealthy opportunity to 
end that intercourse between towns was harass the Philistines. 
abridged, owing to the oppression and 	foxes—the jackall or wolf-fox is no 
cruel domination of the Philistines. 	doubt the animal referred lo. Jackalls 

riddle—propounding riddles was a abounded in Palestine, and being gre-
verv ancient and common source of garious in their habits were more 
amusement ii eastern fensts, indeed the easily procured Than the shy and cun-
proctire prevails in moat countries, but ping foi, which is not gregarions. 
in the East more especially. 	 firebrands—composed probably of 

a feast—the marriaee feast; he had dried brushwood. 
been betrothed, or engaged to marry, et 	laits—each two bad one firebrand 
his first visit,this second viii t was there- attached ; this union prevented them 
fore for 
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"DECEITFULNESS OF EARTHLY PLEASURE." [1451-1096 B.C. 

destruction of the corn might be ren-
dered more certain. 

standing—uncut; it was about the 
time of reaping. 

burnt—this was the result of a popu-
lar outbreak, led by those whose corn 
had been burnt 

angry—tbeir independence was gone; 
they feared to ofend their Philistine 
masters. 

bind him—Samson allowed them to 
bind bim upon their promising to do 
nothing more than deliver him up to 
the Philistines. 

shorted— they rejoiced thinking they 
had their enemy in their power. 

spirit of the Lord--a phrase used to  

denote a powerful emotion of the mind, 
or peculiar ability to act in a time of 
emergency. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
TIMNATH—nn ancient city of the 

Canaanites, firat assigned to the tribe 
of Judah, and afterwards to Dan; It 
long remained in the possession of the 
Philistines; it is chiefly noticed in the 
history of Samson. 

ETAM—a town and a rock in Judab, 
near Bethlehem. 

LxHI—'the jaw-bone;' the place at 
which Samson slew a thousand Philia. 
tinea with a jaw-bone; its exact situa-
tion is unknown; a fountain sprung up at 
this place in answer to his prayer. 

THE DECEITFULNESS OF EARTHLY PLEASURE. 

The branch is stooping to thy hand, 
And pleasant to behold ; 

Yet gather not, tLlthough its fruit 
Be streak'd with hues of gold. 

The cup is dancing w thy lip, 
And fragrant is the wine; 

Yet dash the untasted goblet down, 
Though lusciously it shine. 

For bitter ashes lurk conceal'd 
Beneath that golden skin ; 

And though the coat be smooth, there lies 
But rottenness within. 

Though wings of pleasure fan the bowl, 
And bid it overflow ; 

Yet drugged with poison are its legs, 
And death is found below. 

SMEDLEY. 

41. FURTHER ACTS, AND DEATH OF SAMSON. 
Judges xvi. 

Samson came to Gaza, and the Gazites closed the •gates and 
compassed him in the city and lay -in wait for him all the night, 
saying, "In the morning, when il is day, we will kill him." 
At midnight Samson arose, took the gates of the city from their 
hinges, and carried them away •te the top of a bill, before 
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PERIOD IV.] SAMSON I3 BETRAYED. HIS DEATH. 

Samson loved a woman named Delilah. The Philistines 
•bribed her with a large sum of money, to entice Samson to 
tell her the secret of his strength, that she might betray him 
to them. He •deceived her several times; at length he •revealed 
to her, that he was a Nazarite, and if he were shaven he 
should be weak like other men. 

While lie •slept she called a man and caused him to •shave 
Samson's head. The Lord •departed from him, and his 
strength left him. The Philistines then took him, •put out his 
eyes, bound him with •fetters, and made him •grind in prison. 
Samson's hair began to grow in prison, and his strength 
returned to him. 

The Philistines gathered together to make a great sacrifice 
to •Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for they said, "Our god 
hath delivered Samson our enemy, and the destroyer of many 
of us into our hand." And when their hearts were •merry, the 
Philistines brought Samson into the temple of Dagon to make 
•sport while they were feasting. They set him between the 
pillars of the temple. And Samson said unto the lad that 
held him by the hand, °l Suffer me that I may feel the •pillars 
whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them." 
Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords 
of the Philistines were there : and there were upon the roof 
about three-thousand men and women, that beheld while 
Samson made sport. And Samson called unto the Lord, and 
said, "O Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen 
me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once 
averaged of the Philistines for my two eyes." And Samson 
took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the bouse stood, 
and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, 
and of the other with his left. And Samson said, "Let me 
die with the Philistines." And he bowed himself with all his 
might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all who  
were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were 
more than they which he slew in his life. Samson •judged 
Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1451-1096 B.C. 

galea—it was a walled city, as were 
nearly ail towns and cities of importauee 
in early times. 

in weif—lying in concealed places, 
from which they could observe bis 
progress. 

arose—be judged that they would try 
to cornera him in order to effect his 
death. 

to tie fop—that this was a work of 
prodigious labour is certain from the 
fact that the Gazites were never able to 
fetch them down, n much casier task 
than that of carrying them up. 

bribed —the sum which the lords of 
the Philistines offered was about £600. 
in our money; and this shows how 
greatly Samson was dreaded by them; 
for the nain was immense for the time 
and the country. 

deceived—in a playful manner; eva-
sively. 

revealed —be told her all lie knew and 
thea ruined himself. 

slept—she caused him to sleep with 
his head resting on ber lap, as they', 
both sat on the carpeted floor. 

•hare—oriental barber& are exeeed-
ingly clever in their art, owing to their 
extensive practice in shaving heads. 

departed—the condition that he shnald 
be a Nazarite was now broken and his 
strength left him. 

pre cari—a very cruel mode of torture 
rregtiently inflicted previous to capital 
punishment. Sam.on'a case is the first 
that in recorded; it afterwards became 
a common puniahment in the East, 
especially in Perlia. Lesson 38, 'slew.' 

fetters—they were made of brasa, 
-son, not being then in common use. 

grind—to torn round the upper mill. 
atone ; Obis being considered a woman's 

employment, it was therefore appointed 
to Samson for bis greater degradation. 
A mill consisted of two atones; the 
under one was hollowed out for the 
reception of tin- wheat, and the upper 
atone was turned by a handle al the top. 

Dag on— • ash-god be was represented 
with the bead, face,andhandsofaman, 
and the body of a fish. The country of 
the Philistines lay upon the sea-coast, 
which accounts for Ibis form of their 
idol. 

merry—the drunkenness and de-
hauchery of pagan festivities were, on 
this occasion, indulged beyond measure. 

sport —in early times the practice of 
compelling enemies, captured in war, to 
contribute to the amusement of their 
conquerors generally prevailed. The 
same customs are found among the 
North American Indians, and other 
barberons nations at this day. 

pillars—some of the temples of tbe 
ancienta consisted of large square 
building@, the fiat roofs of which were 
sustained in the middle by pillars, the 
two centre ones being the most impor-
tant; the forcing these from their po. 
eition would bring down the edifice. 

judged—it does not appear that 
Samson displayed thons qualities 
essential in a judge, properly no called; 
nor was be nt any time recognized as a 
leader or governor. By bis mighty 
personal strength and dauntless courage 
he kept the Philistines in continuel fear 
of bim ; consequently during his life 
the people of Israel had comparative 
freedom from oppression. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
GAZA--a strong city and principality 

of the Philistines, situated near the 
coast. Here was the temple of Dagon 
which Samson pulled down. 

MYSTERIES OF PROVIDENCE. 

God moves in a mysterious way, 
. His wonders to perforin; 

He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 
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PERIOD IV.] THE ISRAÉLITES SMITTEN BY THE PHILISTINS& 

Deep in unfathomahle mines 
Of never-failing skill, 

He treasures up bis bright designs, 
And works bis sovereign will. 

Ye fearful saints, fresh murage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread, 

Are big with merev, and shall break 
In blessiug on your head. 

Judge not the Lord hy feeble sense, 
But trust him for his grace: 

Behind a frowning providence 
He bides a smiling face. 

His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour; 

The bud may bave a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is sure to en, 
And scan bis work in vain; 

God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain. 

COW PE R. 

42. THE ARK TAKEN. HOPHNI AND PHINEHAS. 
1 Samuel iv.-vii. 2. 

The people of Israel went out against the Philistines to 
battle, and pitched beside Ebenezer, and the Philistines 

pitched in Aphek ; and when they •joined battle Israel was 
smitten, and about 4,000 men were slain. ' Hophni and 
Phinehas were with the ark at Shiloh. And the elders of 
Israel said, "Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, •it may 
save us out of the hand of our enemies." So the people sent 
to Shiloh, that the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
might bring there the ark of the covenant of God. And when 
the ark came into the camp, all Israel •shouted with a great 
shout, so that the earth rang again. And the Philistines said, 
"What meaneth the noise of this great shout in the camp of 
the Hebrews ?" And when they understood that the ark was 
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HOPHNI AND PHINEHAS ARE SLAIN. THE BETHSHEMITES. 

come into the camp they said, "Woe unto us ! .Who shall 
deliver us out of the hand of these •mighty gods ? these are 
the gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues 
in the wilderness. Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, 
O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, 
as they have been to you." And the Philistinesfought, and 
Israel was smitten with a very great slaughter ; for there 
fell of Israel thirty-thousand •footmen. And the ark of 
God was taken ; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, were slain. A man of Benjamin ran to Shiloh, and 
told Eli of the •capture of the ark; Eli was •sitting by the 
way side, watching; his heart •trembled for the ark of God. 
When Eli was told that Israel had fled, that his sons were 
slain, and that the ark was taken by the Philistines, he fell 
back'çt-ard, and died. He had judged Israel forty years. 

The Philistines took the ark to Ashdod, and carried it into 
the house of Dagon. On the morrow Dagon was fallen on 
his face before the ark. They set Dagon up, and on 
the next morrow he was fallen again; God greatly afflicted 
the men of Ashdod, and they sent the ark to Ekron. A deadly 
destruction came on the city ; the Philistines called for 
•diviners, toknow what to do with the ark. At last they made a 
new cart, and put two •milch-kine in it, and they laid the ark 
upon the cart, and jewels, and other offerings •with it. They.  
left the kine to take their way, and they went straight to 
Bethshemesh. The Bethshemites were reaping their wheat 
harvest ; they were glad to see the ark thus brought back, 
and they clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine for 
a burnt-offering unto the Lord. 

The men of Bethshemesh •looked into the ark of the Lord, 
and a great number were smitten and died. The people of 
Bethshemesh said, "Who is able to stand before this holy 
Lord God ?" And they sent messengers to the inhabitants 
of Kirjath jearim who came and fetched the ark from Beth-
shemesh, brought it to the house of 'Abinadab, who sanctified 
his son Eleazar, to keep it. The ark remained in the house 
of Abinadab twenty years. And all the people of Israel 
lamented after •the Lord. 
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PERIOD IV.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

battle—the battles we read of in early 
times were exoeedingly murderous; the 
victors were destitute of ail feeling of 
kindness or pity towards the vanquished, 
aud their treatment ofthem was mark-
ed by extreme eruelty. The weapons 
in use wer • swords, speara, lances, ar-
rows, javeline, slings, and battle-axes; 
tbe body was protected by a shield ; 
and nrmonr was sometimes worn, con-
sisting of a helmet, a rosi of mail, and 
greavea, or leg-armour. The result of 
war is visible in the desolation which 
follows, "The land is as the garden of 
Eden before them, and behind them a 
desolate wilderness." 

joined—most battles in early times 
consisted of close fighting, fire-arms and 
powder being unknown; the result 
mainly depended on superior numbers 
and physical strength. 

it may save us—this confidence in the 
ark showed how greatly perverted were 
the people and princes of Israel from 
that simple trust in God which they 
ought to have exercised; they looked 
on the ark as an object of idolatrous 
veneration, and therefore they followed 
the practice of the Canaanites who 
brought their goda into the camp to 
give them sucrera. 

shouted—they uttered the 'war-cry;' 
this custom bas pre piled among the 
warriors of all nations. 

rang again—the bills echoed the mar-
tial abouts of the warriors. 

mighly gods—this expression leads to 
the conclusion that tie two figures on 
the lid of t he ark were regarded as goda; 
and that the great deliverances which 
the Lord had effected for the Israelites 
were ascribed by the Philistines to the 
power of these supposed deities. 
Lesson 23,'cherubiro: 

foolmen—the people of Israel were so 
farbehind other nations, in the arts and 
means of war, that they had no horse 
soldier nor chariots of fighting men. 

capture—the taking it away by the 
enemy. 

si/ting—not cross-legged on a mat—
the most commun position in the East, 
but on an elevated seat. 

trembled—being fully aware of the 
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iniquities of his sons, andindeed of all 
farael, be feared that God would aban-
don them to ruin, and suffer the ark to 
be polluted and destroyed. 

diriaer.--men wbo pretended fo dis-
cover future events by varions absurd 
and wicked methods. 

mileh-kine--cows giving milk. 
jemels—precious atones ; ornaments 

of gold. 
with it—in order, as they supposed, 

to purchase the favour of the offended 
goda of the Hebrews. 

looked—this was contrary to the will 
of God, who commanded that none 
should touch the ark but the priests. 

Abinadab—' father of willingness. 
MAe Lord—probably the Sbechinah, or 

divine cloud, bad disappeared from the 
ark and tabernacle. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
EREREZRR—'stone of help;' the 

place at which the Israelites were first 
defeated by the Philistines with great 
loss, and, twenty years after, conquered 
them ; on the latter occasion Samuel 
set up a stone between Mizpeh and 
Shen which he ealled Ebenezer. 

ArnRR—' a stream;' a city of Judah 
at which the Philistines encamped 
against Israel when the ark was taken 
in battle. 

ASHDOD—' leaning;' a city of Phi-
listia in the tribe ot Dan, near Gaza, 
where there was a celebrated temple to 
Dagon. The ark was placed in this 
temple, and the idol was twice found 
fallen to the ground before it. 

ERR0N—' barrenness ;' was a City and 
government of the Philistines, the peo-
ple of which were very powerful. 

BeTtassaeMRsH—'house Of the son 
a city of Judah to which the ark of God 
was taken hy the kine, when the Philis-
fines returned il ta the land of Israel. 
There were three cities of this name; 
one in Egypt (Lesson 15, 'On'); one in 
the tribe of Naphtali, and this, which 
was situated in the bordera of Dan, 
about 30 miles south-west of Jerusalem. 

KIRJATH-JEARIM—called also Kir-
jath•Baal; a city of the Gibeonites, 
afterwards in Judah, and about nine 
miles from Jerusalem. 



HIDDEN BUT HOPED FOR. L1451-1096 B.C. 

- AND THE WORD OF THE LORD WAS PRECIOCS IN THOSE DAIS." 

Not only in the spring-tide hour, 
Or Summer's bright and fervid power, 
Does nature live:—her hidden life 
Lives on through winter's stormy strife. 

Though perish'd bud and flower, and fruit, 
If deep below survive the root, 
When spring shall re-assume her reign, 
The sap shall re-ascend again. 

Nor had the Lord bis people left, 
Though Eli's age of strength was reft; 
Although his sons their God forgot, 
And he their sire restrain'd them not. 

Though even near His hallow'd ark 
The lamp of God seem'd growing dark, 
Though there no open vision told 
The glories of the days of old ; 

Yet still His word was precious; still 
There were who sought to know bis will, 
Who look'd unto that ark, though diW, 
With hopes and prayers that turn'd w Him. 

Those hopes and prayers an answer found 
When night seem'd gathering darkly round; 
Though he, the guardian of the shrine, 
At first knew not the voice divine. 

Nor is bis church now left by Him, 
Though many au Eli's eyes wax dim; 
Nor is the Christian's hopeless night, 
Though God awhile, may veil his light. 

If precious to bis church his word, 
Its voice hy them shall yet be heard; 
Christian, if veil'd that light from thee, 
Hidden, but hoped for, may it be. 	 BAKTON. 
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43. THE PEOPLE REPENT. THEY ASK FOR A KING. 

1 Samuel vii. 3.-viii. 

Samuel spake unto al] the house of Israel, saying, "If ye do 
return unto the Lord with all your hearts, and •put. away 
strange gods, gnd Ashtaroth, from among you, and prepare 
your hearts unto the Lord and serve him only, he will deliver 
yoù out of the hands of the Philistines." Then the children of 
Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and served the 
Lord only. And Samuel gathered all Israel at flizpeh, and 
there he prayed unto the Lord for them; they also fasted and 
confessed their sin. And as Samuel was offering a lamb for a 
burnt-offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against 
Israel: but the Lord thundered with a great thunder on that 
day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them ; and they were 
smitten before Israel. Samuel set up a stone, in remembrance, 
and called it Ebenezer. The Philistines were subdued, and 
Samuel went from place to place, and judged Israel. When 
he became old, he made his sons, Joel and Abiah, judges in 
Beersheba. They walked not in the ways of their father, but 
they took bribes, and did not judge justly. 

The elders of Israel assembled at Ramah and •asked for a 
•king. God told Samuel to hearken to them, as they had 
•rejected HIM for their king. Samuel told them all that a 
king would do,,saying, "This will be the manner of the king 
that shall reign over you. He will •take your sons, and appoint 
them over his •chariots and his horsemen, and some shall •run 
before his chariots; and he will take your •daughters to be 
confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers, and he will 
•take your fields, and your vineyards, and your olive-yards. 
He will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and 
your goodliest. young men, and your asses, and put them to 
his work; he will take the •tenth of your sheep, and ye shall 
be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that day because of 
your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the Lord 
will not hear you in that day." Nevertheless the people 
refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, " Nay; 
but we will have a king over us, that we also may be •hike all 
the nations; and that our king •may judge us, and go out 
before us, and fight our battles." And Samuel heard all the 
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THEIR REQUEST 1$ GRANTED. [ 1451-1096 B.C. 

words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of the 
Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, " Hearken unto their 
voice, and make them a king." And Samuel said unto the 
men of Israel, "Go ye every man unto his city." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

pal away—similar advice was given 
to Jacob. Lesson 14,' household: 

asked —they did not ask fora king for 
each tribe, but one under whom ail 
should be anited ; thus recognising 
their common origin and brotherly 
relationship; they showed no desire to 
take the appointaient into their own 
bands; God was still to be their re-
cognised ruler. 

king—though the Israelites erred in 
this request, there was no unbecoming 
spirit of rivalry exhibited as to which 
of the tribes should have the honour of 
supplying the first king. 

rgjected—notwithstanding the many 
provocations of Israel, this was their 
mast decided act of rebellion, for it was 
against the government of Jehovah, 
their almighty guide and protector. 

fake—eastern princes require the 
services of any of their subjects et their 
pleasure. Those who ere not celled 
upon for personal service have to puy a 
fax instead. This being known to the 
Israelites ought to have deterred them 
from rejecting the Lord as their captain 
and king. 

chariots, 4c.--a military establishment 
would form a necessary appendage 
lo the pomp of a king; previous to ibis 
time there had been no national army, 
every man became a soldier, not l'or 
pay, but from a personal interest in the 
deliverance of his country from foes, 
and from n desire for its internal pence 
and prosperity. 

rsrx—it was an ancient practice, and 
one that still exists in the East, for 
trained runners to go before and on each 
side of distinguished persons when 
riding out, whether in chariots or on 
horseback. 

daughters, ¢c.—the duties alluded to 
are very ardnom in eastern courts on 
account of the great number who daily  

receive their food from tbe royal 
kitchens. The women so employed 
are generally taken against their will, 
and contrary to their interests. An idea 
may be formed of the vastneas of the 
culinary preparations in eastern courts 
by reference to 1 Kings iv. 272,23. 

lake your f .1ds—though the lands of 
the Israelites were inalienable, yet one 

I consequence of their adoption of the 
• beathen mode of national government, 
would be, that of rendering the poses-

'sions of those who might rebel against 
their king, liable to confiscation. 

tenth—not the tenth ortithe appointed 
by God to be paid to the Levites in lieu 
of their interest in the land (Lesson 82, 
' forty-eight'); but an additional tithe 
for the support of their king. 

like, «c.—this desire was at the root 
of nearly ail their offences. 

mayjudge—a visible for an invisible 
judge, or ruler, was more in accordance 
with their worldly feelings. • 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

MizsEH—a city in Benjamin atwbieh 
Saul was anointed king of Israel. Ano-
ther city of the same name, in Gilend, 
was so called by Leban,andiemenlion-
ed as the residence of Jephthah; at 
this place Gedaliah was made governor 
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezznr, and 
slain by Johanan. A third Mizpeh was 
in Mnab, end it was one of the places to 
which David fled from Seul; his pa-
rents joined him there, but the prophet 
(.ad caused him to return into Judah. 
A district near Mount Hermon wax also 
called Mizpeh. 

BEERSHEBA—Was nt first included in 
the division ofJudah; itwaaatterwards 
transferred to that of Simeon. Les. 9. 

RAMAIS—' eminence; the place of 
Samuel's residence, but it is uncertain 
whether it was in Ephraim or Benjamin. 
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PERIOD IV.] 	A CALL FOR MERCY. 

"WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE LORD! 

O Lord, turn not Thy face away from them that lowly lie, 
Lamenting sore their sinful life with tears and bitter cry! 
Thy mercy-gates are open wide to them that mourn their sin; 
Oh shut them slot against us, Lord, but let us enter in! 

We need not to confess our fault, for surely, Thou can'st tell; 
What we have done, and what we are, Thou knowest very well: 
Wherefore, to beg and to entreat with tears we come to Thee, 
As children that have done amiss fall at their father's knee. 

And need we then, oh Lord ! repeat the blessing which we crave! 
When Thou dost know, before we speak, the thing that we would have, 
Mercy! oh Lord,—mercy we seek: this is the total sum! 
For mercy, Lord! is all our prayer,—oh, let Thy mercy corne! 

STERNHOLD. 
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PERIOD V. 
FROM THE ANOINTING OF S.UL TO THE DEATH 

OF SOLOMON. 
B.C. 1095—B.C. 975. 120 years. 

44. SAUL IS ANOINTED KING. 
1 Samuel ix-xii. 

There was a man of •Benjamin whose name was Kish, 
and he had a son, whose name was •Saul, a choice young man, 
and a goodly; and there was not among the children of Israel 
a goodlier person than he, from his shoulders upward he vas 
higher than any of the people. The asses of Kish were lost, 
and Saul was sent, with one of his father's servants, to seek 
them. God had told Samuel the day before, that he was about 
to send to him the man whom he had chosen to be king over 
Israel; and he now informed Samuel that Saul was the man. 
Samuel met Saul, and told him that the asses were found, and 
that on him was the •desire of •all Israel. Saul abode with 
Samuel that day. And Samuel took a •vial of •oil, and poured 
it on Saul's head, saying, "The Lord hath •anointed thee to be 
•captain over bis inheritance." He then told Saul that when 
he left him he would be met by •a company of prophets, and 
that the Spirit of God would come on him, and that he should 
prophesy. 

Samuel assembled the people together at Mizpeh, and said, 
"Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I brought up Israel 
out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them 
that oppressed you; and ye have this day rejected your God, 
who himself saved you out of all your adversities and your 
tribulations; and ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king 
over us. Now therefore present your-elves before the Lord 
by your tribes, and by your thousands." And when Samuel 
had caused all the tribes of Israel to corne near, the tribe of 
Benjamin was taken. When he had cau4ed the tribe of 
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PERIOD V.] SAMUEL JUSTIFIES HIS GOVERNMENT. 

Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri 
was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was taken. When Saul 
stood among the people, he "as -higher than any of them from 
his shoulders upward, and when the people saw him, they 
shouted : "God save the king." Samuel wrote the laws of 
the kingdom in a book, and sent the people away. Saul went 
home to Gibeah, and a band of men with him, whose hearts 
God had •touched. But the children of •Belial despised Saul. 

The Ammonites made war against Jabesh-Gilead; but 
Saul raised a large army of Israelites, and went against them 
and conquered them. The people went with Samuel to 
Gilgal, and they 'made Saul king before the Lord. 

When Samuel was old and grey-headed, he said to all 
Israel, "Behold, here I am : witness against me before the 
Lord, and before •his anointed : whose ox have I taken P or 
whose ass have I taken P or whom have I defrauded P whom 
have I oppressed P or of whose hand have I received any bribe 
to blind mine eyes therewith P and I will restore it you." 
And they said, "Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed 
us, neither hast thou taken aught of any man's hand." After-
wards, to show the people their wickedness in asking for a 
king, he called unto the Lord, and the Lord sent -thunder and 
rain that day: and all the people greatly feared the Lord and 
Samuel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Beq{amin—this tribe was the smallest of 

the twelve, owing to the circumstances 
narrated in Lesson 34 ; but the Ben jamites 
were very warlike and valiant. 

Saul—'asked.' 
deere—that he was the man whom the 

Lord had chosen according to the desire of 
all Israel. 

ail—the wish was unanimoua; they 
thought that one supreme magistrate would 
be the means of consolidating and preserving 
the interests of au. The advantages they 
sought were, however, amply provided for in 
that form of national worship which God 
had given them. 

vial—probably a censer, for we find that 
ale utensil was sometimes called a spoon. 
Gyp, vii. I4; also a via], Rev. v. 8. 
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oil—whether this was common olive-oil 
or the holy anointing oil dose not appear. 

poured—indicating that God had endued 
him with the qualifications requisite for 
hie office. 

the Lord, }a—the authority and win of 
God in the selection of a king are here fury 
recognized. 

anointed—put for chosen; the anointing 
by Samuel was to be considered as the act 
of Ood, for bis selection preceded Samuel's 
anointing. This was a private anointing. 
Lesson 95, ' told them.' 

captain—a martial leader. 
a company—the prophets lived together 

in small communities secluded from tbe 
busy world, and having for their president 
the senior prophot. Lea. 90, ' sitting before.' 



"WHO SHALL ASCEND INTO THE HILL OF THE LORD." 

It la probable that schools of the prophets 
existed at Ramait, Bethel, Jericho, Gilgal, 
and Mount Carmel; the pupils were not 
boys but grown men. Lesson92, • sons of the 
prophets.' The meeting of the prophets 
by Saul, and his own immediate inspiration, 
were signs to him that Samuel had acted 
under divine direction in anointing him 
king. 

higher—in the selection of a man of great 
stature the prejudices of the people were 
considered; for they associated the ideas of 
dignity and bravery with largenessof person, 
musenlar strength, and accomplished 
manners. 

God gave the king—preserve; give pros-
perity unto. The peculiar force and beauty 
of this ejaculatory prayer ofthepeoplefor 
their king are found in the fact that be was 
toise their martial leader—that be was te go 
before them in their wars withthePhilis-
tines and others who had so recently 
oppressed them; and consequently that he 
would be exposed to danger, though saJ if 
under the protection of Jehovah. 

inspired; they were filled with 

a patriotic desire to serve their country and 
their king, In being the defenders of both. 
We admire the gracious condesceneion of 
God in yielding to the weakness of his 
people by giving them a king according to 
their desire, and then operating upon the 
minds of suitable persons so as to cause 
them of their own accord to offer them-
selves as servants of the state. We have to 
remember aise that the people did not 
rashly proceed to elect a king themselves, 
but left the choice te God. 

Belial—' worthlessness;' profane, disre-
putable, senrnful persons. Saul might well 
feel bonoured, in his new and important 
position, when none but persons of this cissa 
refused to acknowledge him. 

made Sal —he was now publicly pro-
claimed and accepted by the people. 

hi, anointed—henceforth the term 'Lord's 
anointed,' came to be used when speaking 
of the king. 

thunder—the season for thunder and rain 
had passed, the immediate answer to 
Samuel's call was therefore the more 
alarming. 

SAMUEL'S JUSTIFICATION. 

The earth is thine, Jehovahl—thine 
Its peopled realms, and wealthy stores, 
Built on the flood, by power divine, 
The waves are ramparts to the shores. 

But who shall reach thine holy place! 
Or who, O Lord, ascend thine hill! 
The pure in heart shall see thy face, 
The perfect man that doth thy will. 

He who to bribes bath close'd his hand, 
Tu idols never bent the knee, 
Nor sworn in falsehood,—he shall stand 
Redeemed and owned, and kept by Thee. 

J. MONTGOMERY. 
127 



45. SAUL IS REPROVED. DAVID IS ANOINTED. 
1 Samuel aiii: svi. 

Saul gathered the people together at Gilgal, and when 
Samuel came not, at the end of •seven days, •he offered a burnt-
offering to God. It was not lawful for Saul to do this, and 
when Samuel came he reproved him, and said, "Thon hast 
doue foolishly: thon hast not kept the commandment of the 
Lord thy God, which he commanded thee : for now would 
the Lord have •established thy kingdom upon Israel •for ever. 
But now thy kingdom shall not continue; the Lord •hath 
sought him a man •after his own heart, and the Lord hath 
commanded him to be captain over his people, because thon 
hast not kept that which the Lord commanded thee." The 
Philistines at this time •overran the country. •Jonathan and 
his •armour-bearer went into their •garrison, and slew twenty 
men; the Philistines were •alarmed, slew each other, and many 
fled. Saul had •adjured the people to •eat nothing that day. 
Jonathan had not heard his father's •curse, and had eaten. 
When Saul found that Jonathan had •tasted food, he would 
have put him to death, to •fu1fi1 his oath: but the people 
-rescued Jonathan who had that day wrought a great •salvation 
for Israel. 

Samuel commanded Saul to go and destroy the Amalekites 
utterly. Saul allowed the Kenites to depart, because they 
had shewn kindness to the Israelites. Ile then smote the 
Amalekites, but he spared •Agag the king, and the best of the 
sheep, and oxen. When Samuel came to Saul he reproved 
him for his disobedience. Saul said he had saved the best of 
the cattle for burnt-offerings. Samuel replied, Il Hath the Lord 
as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. Because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being 
king." Samuel commanded Agag to be brought to him. Agag 
came •delicately, and said, "Surely the •bitterness of death is 
past." Samuel •then slew Agag, after reproaching him with his 
many •cruelties. 

Samuel mourned for Sanl's disobedience. God told him he 
would send him to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for he had chosen 
one of his sons to be king. •Jesse had eight sons. When 
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DAVID IS ANOINTED BY SAMUEL. [1095-975 B.C. 

Eliab, the eldest, passed before Samuel, he •thought the Lord 
had chosen him, but the Lord told Samuel he had not. 
Abinadab, Shammah, and the rest of Jesse's sons, except the 
youngest, passed before Samuel, but the Lord had not chosen 
any of them. At Samuel's command, Jesse sent for •David, 
who was with the sheep. When Samuel saw him, the Lord 
told him to arise and anoint him. Samuel •anointed him there, 
and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

seeea days—the time appointed by 
Samuel, for his coming to Gilgal, when 
he world have offered the sacrifice, and 
directed Saut as to whal he should do. 
Samuel came to Gilgal before the seven 
deys bad expired, but Saut had already 
transgressed. 

he offered—tbe priests did so ut bis 
command, but the sin was bis. 

established—made it hereditary to 
Saul's latest posterity. 

for ever — throughout his gener-
ations. 

hath sought—bad already made pro-
vision for supplying his place, thus im. 
plying that bis successor should not be 
of bis own family. 

after his own heart—Sant corresponded 
in size, appearance, and manner with 
the Israelites' notion of a king; but bis 
successor would be a man whose heart 
should be right, though his outward 
appearance might not be that of a man 
of war. 

overran--extended their predatory in-
roads into the heurt of the country. 

Jon&han—one of Saul's Sons; a man 
distinguished for valour, and for a 
strong sense of justice. 

armour-bearer—one who carried the 
leader's armour, and stood by him to 
convey bis orders to the different sec-
tions of the army. The officers selected 
them from among the bravest of their 
followers. 

garrison—a company of soldiers 
stafioued in a fort ro guard it; the one 
here spoken of was n Philistine military 
station. 

alarmed—one of the means employed 
by the Lord to effect deliverances for 
bis people. Lesson 37. 'against.' 

adjured—charged by an oath. 
eat nothing—lest the delay shnuld he 

an advantage to the enemy; this was 
an unwise rommaud, for what the men 
gained in time they Inst in strength. 

curse—that the violator of the oath 
should be put to death. 

tasted—inpassing through n wood be 
saw wild honey dropping l'rom the trees, 
so he reached a honey-comb with his 
rod, of which he ate, and was refreshed. 
fut—Less. 38, 'vow,' & `sacrifice.' 
rescued—delivered; would flot leave 

Jonathan in his father's power. 
salvation—deliverance.; by beginning 

the attack, and thus encouraging the 
people to follow it op to victory. 

destroy the Ama!ediles—sentence bad 
gone forth against Amalek longbefore. 
lesson 21, 'utterly.' 

4gag—be was a powerful prince, 
probably the greatest at that time. 
Saul spared him, rio doubt, es a trophy 
of bis victory, for the overthrow of the 
army of so powerful a chief was a 
matter of great importance; and colong 
as Agag remained in captivity in Israel, 
he would be a living evidence of the 
prowess of Saul und his followers. 

hath the Lord, dfc.—God is more gln-
rified by obedirnee than by asci rfice. It 
is much easier to bring a bullock or a 
lamb to the alter, than to bring our 
thoughts into subjcrtion to God. 

delicately—softly, coarfly; in a sub. 
missive and plear.ing mariner. 
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PERIOD V.] "OBEDIENCE BETTER THAN SACRIFICE." 

hitterneas—having been spared by the 
king, he baddismissed all apprehensions 
of being put to death. 

then slew--he probably commanded 
Agag to be slain ; compare Ilote 
• eanght' Less. 40. The conduct of 
Samuel proves that, in ail matters of 
great importance, bis authority was 
admitted to be superior to that of Saul. 

cruetties—being the ebief of a lawless, 
anseftled, predatory horde, he was the 
author of much mischief; the cruelties 
referred to are supposed fo be ot'fhat 
nature which lawless freebooters and 
robbers feel a wanton plea+are in 
committing. Lesson 33, 'requited: 

Jesse—he wan the son of Obed, and 
grandson of Ruth ; Less. 36, 'Obed.' 
Isaiah styles him the root of David. 
Isaiah xi. 1-10. 

thought—on account of bis manly 
form, and maturity of age. 

he had not—the Lord's words to 
Samuel prove that be was still under 
the impression referred to in Lest. 44, 
`higher.' God said, 'Look not on bis 
countenance, nor on the height of bis 
stature ; for the Lord Beeth not as man 
seeth ; man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looke..th on 
the heart." See previous note,'afterhis 
own heart.' 

David—' beloved;' he was only fifteen 
years old at Ibis time. 

anainted—though this was done in 
private, it had the effect of directing 
Devid's thoughts and engagements 
into those channelswhieh would quali• 
fy him l'or bis future position. With w 
early an assurance of the dignity to 
which he was chosen ail must. admire 
the wisdom, patience, fidelity, and nnoa'-
tenlatiousness which characterized hie 
after life. 

OBEDIENCE BETTER THAN SACRIFICE. 
"TO OBEY 18 BETTER THAN SACaIFI('E'• 

Thus saith the Lord, ` The spacious fields, 
` A'Id flocks and herds are mine; 

O'er all the cattle of the hills 

'1 claim a right divine. 

I ask no sheep for sacrifice, 

Nor hullocks burnt with fire; 

'Love and obedience, prayer and praise, 

'Are all that 1 require. 

'Cali upon nie when troublés near 

• My hand shall set thee free ; 

Then shall thy thankful lips declare 

'The honour due tu me. 

`The man that oWers humble praise 
He glorifies me hest; 

` A nd those that tread my holy uu ays ; 

Shall mv saivation taste.' 
WATTS. 
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46. GOLIATH DEFIES ISRAEL. 
1 Samuel xvii. 

The Philistines gathered their armies to battle, and •pitched 
between Shochoh and Azekah. Saul and his army were in 
the valley of Elah. The •champion of the Philistines was 
•Goliath, a giant of (hath, whose height was •six subits and a 
span. And he had a •helmet of brass upon his head, and he 
was armed with a •coat of mail; and the •weight of the coat 
was five thousand shekels of brass. And he had •greaves of 
brass upon his legs, and a •target of brass between his shoulders. 
And the staff of his spear was like a •weaver's beam; and his 
apear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and •one 
bearing a shield went before him. And he stood and cried 
unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them, "Why are ye 
come out to set your battle in •array P am not I •a Philistine, 
and ye servants to Saul P choose you a man for you, and let 
him come down to me. If he be able to •fight with me, and to 
kill me, then will we he your servants: but if I prevail against 
him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve 
us." And the Philistine said, "'I defy the armies of Israel 
this day; give me a man, that we may fight together." 

Jesse sent David to the camp with provisions for his 
brethren. David heard Goliath defy the armies of Israel; 
and also that Saul had promised to give his daughter in mar-
riage, and to •enrich and •honour the man who should slay this 
Philistine. Eliab saw David, and •reproved him for leaving 
his sheep in the wilderness. 

David came to Saul and said, "Let no man's heart fail; thy 
servant will go and fight with thi!! Philistine." And Saul said 
to David, "Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to 
fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war 
from his youth." And David said unto Saul, "Thy servant 
kept his father's sheep, and there came •a lion, and a bear, and 
took a lamb out of the flock; and I went out after •him, and 
smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth; and when he 
arose against me, I caught him by bis •beard, and smote him, 
and slew him. Thy servant slew both the lion and the beâr ; 
and this •uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, 
seeing he hath defied the armies of the •living God." David 
said moreover, <1  The Lord that •delivered me out of the paw 
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PERIOD V.] DAVID SLAYS THE PHILISTINE GIANT. 

of the lion, and ont of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me 
ont of the hand of this Philistine." Qnd haul said unto 
David, " (ko, and the Lord be with thee." 

aul then armed David with his armour; but David •put off 
the armour, and took five smooth stones out of the brook, and 
his -slip; in his hand. When Goliath arose, David ran to meet 
him, and slang a stone, which amote the Philistine, and sunk 
into his forehead, so that -he fell with his face to the earth. 
David took the sword of Goliath, and cut off his head. The 
I')tilistines fled, and the men of Israel and Judah pursued them 

Io the gates of Ekron. Saul afterwards asked David whose 
son lie was ? David told him he was the son of Jesse the 
Bethlehemite. 

NOTES AND 

pitched—halted to arrange their modt 
of iittack. 

cha'npir.n—a challenger; a defender 
one who undertakes the cause of others 

Goliath—supposed to be one of thi 
race of the Auakim, of whom remuant. 
were left in Gaza, in Cath, and ir 
A.il dod. Jocb. xi. 22. 

sir subits, «e.—ahouf. ten feet high. 
helrnet —a defence for the head. 

cnai of mail—it was farmed of smal 
pi„ces of metal, like scales or leaves, sc 
nrrnnged that on.. row overlapped the 
puits of another row, thus allowing o 
the free movements of the body. Phi, 
kind of armour was called, "scale 
armour.” 

weight—ahout 1571bs. avoirdupois. 

greases—leg.armour; they reached 
from the ancle to the top of the knee 
in front, but sloped hehmd so as to give 
freedom lo the leg inwalking,climbing, 
or running. Many of them were made 
of bull's hide. 

target —a large shield which covered 
the eiitire surface of the body; it was 
Ibrown over the back during a march, 

roeaoer's beam—a thick cylinder of 
Wood, on wlich weavers wind the warp 
before wead•ur ; tic same name is given 
to te evlindi-r ou which the fabric is 
roll, d a+ it is woven. 

J-. 

EXPLÂNATIONS. 

one bearing, doc.—his armour-bearer or 
adjutant; he walked before to ward off 
the missiles that might be Aung nt Ihe 
champion. 

array—proper military order. 
e Philistine—.a native of Gatb, though 

probably a descendant of Anak. 
fight with me—single combat was much 
practised in former times, and in many 
instances the result of such combat, in 
presence of the t'.vo opposing armies, 
decided the goarrei. 

t def—no response, having been 
made to bis challenge, he now proceeds 
fi vau siting and insulting language, in 
order to provoke an ndversnry; Ibis 
was the course invariably adopted by 
champions on such occasions. 

provisions—in these national struggles 
with a common foe, oroppressor, all the 
men of Israel were expected fo take a 
part, their friends taking care that they 
should bave supplies of food, clothing, 
weapons, &c. 

promised—ns did Caleb when lie 
wished to have Kirjath-sepher dis-
possessed of the Canannites; Less. 33, 
' promised.' In these cases the accus. 
toured dowry—or sum paid by the bride. 
groom to the father of the bride—was 
dispensed with. 

enrich—loud with presents. 
honour —by exempting bin from the 



"PROVED ARMOUR." 	[1093-975 B.C. 

payment of any titi; this was making 
his bouse free in Israel. 

reproved—because he overheard 
David ask what reward should he given 
to the cnnqueror of Goliath. 

s lion and a bene—not at the same 
time, for these animais never associate. 
fine—referring to each separately; 

each took a lamb, and each was dis-
poasessed of it in the same manner. 

beard—literally correct of the lion; 
bat used for the chia of the bear. 
rnciresrncised--a reproaehful term, 

ased by the Israelites to ail who were 
cot received into the covenant made 
with Abraham by circumcision. 

living God—a beautiful allusion to 
the self-existent Jehovah, in opposition 
te the lifeless, non-existent idols of the 
heathen. 

de(ieered—David acknowledges that 
all "Success is from the Lord." 
pst off he bad never been accus-

(omed to military armour, therefore he 
felt Saal'a armour cumbersome. 

+ting--thin simple instrument of war-
fare was of very early origin ; the tribe 
or Benjamin, to whish Saut belonged, 
were fumons for their dexterity in the 
Iseof the sling; it was said of them, in 
the time of the judges, that every one of 
7o8choseu men could sling stones, left- 

handed, at n hair-breadth, and not meas. 
The Hebrew shepherds were early 
trained to the use of this instrument, 
and it is highly probable that the bus-
bandmen protected their grounds, and 
the shepherds their flocks from wild 
animais by the use of the sling. 
ke fell—the force of the stone pro-

bably deprived Goliath of his senses. 
David afterwards slew Goliath with 
bis own sword. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Snocuoi—the place in Judab, be-

twcen which and Azekah,the Philistines 
were assembled when Goliath defied 
Lite Israelites. 

AzEKAH—' streuglh of walls;' a town 
in Judah, about twelve miles north of 
Jerusalem. At this place the kings of 
the Amorites were defeated by Joshua. 
and their army totally destroyed; many 
being slain by the Israelites, but more 
by an extraordinary shower of bail- 
atones. Josh. x. 10,11. 

EaAH—a valley south-wet. of Jeru-
satem, and three miles from Bethlehem. 

GArn—'a press ;' one of the fivo 
principal cilles of the Philistines, and 
the birth-place of (heir champion, 
Goliath; it was about thirty-two miles 
west of Jerusalem. Galh was the most 
so~ithern, as Ekron was the most uorth-
eru city of the Philistines. 

PROVED ARMOUR. 

"I CANNOT GO WITH THESE FOR 1 HAVE NOT PROt'ED THEM." 

The shepherd youth, although array'd 
In helm and mail of Israel's king, 

Felt in those royal arms afraid, 
Tbnugll fearless witlt his stone and sling. 

His limbs, though deck'd in martial pride, 
With no elastic vigour mora, 

11e put the cumti'rous pomp aside, 
And took the weapons he had prov'd. 

Lord! when we seek to serve thy cause, 
ln every Cuufict we may dare, 

Like David may we wisely pause, 
And try our emus with watchful care. 
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PERIOD V. j SAUL BECOMES ENVIOUS OF DAVID. 

In armour prov'd, with weapons tried, 
Be thou our Captain in the field; 

Be all our arms by thee supplied, 
And, with them, strength and skill to wield. 

Not in our wisdom, or our might, 
Or aught of our's be trust repoa'd; 

They who beneath thy banners fight 
Must look for aid by thee disclos'd. 

The humhlest weapon given by thee 
Is render'd mighty through tby name; 

All else, though splendid it may he, 
Can bring us but defeat and shame. 

BARTON. 

47. FRIENDSHIP OF DAVID AND JONATHAN. 
1 Samuel xviii.-xx. 

Jonathan loved David exceedingly, and made a covenant of 
friendship with him. He put bis own •robe on David and 
gave him bis •sword, and his •bow, and his •girdle. When 
David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, the 
women came out of the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, 
to meet. king Saul, with •tabrets, with joy, and with •instrumenta 
of musick. And the women •answered one another as they 
played, and said, 'l Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands." And Saul was very wroth, and the saying 
displeased him. The next day an •evil spirit came upon 
Saul, and he attempted to slay David with a •javelin that was 
in his hand; but David avoided the blow, and •endeavoured to 
•soothe Saul's troubled mind by playing with his hand upon his 
harp. Saul became •afraid of David because the Lord was 
with him. David behaved himself •wisely in all things, and 
all Israel and Judah loved him. 

Saul had promised to give David his eldest daughter, 
Merab, for his wife, but •he gave her tu another. Michal, his 
younger daughter, loved David, and Saul promised her in 
marriage to David, •when he should have slain •a hundred 
Philistines. David went with his men, and slew two-hundred; 
and Saul gave him his daughter Michal. Jonathan told his 
father of David's goodness, but be sought to smite David. 

134 



COVENANT OF DAVID AND JONATHAN. [1095-975 B.C. 

David fled, and escaped to his house that night. Saul sent 
messengers to take him, but Michal let him down through a 
window ; put an image in his bed ; and told Saul's messengers 
that David was sick. David fled to Ramah, and told Samuel 
all that Saul had done ; and he and Samuel went and dwelt at 
Naioth. Saul sent messengers thrice to take David at Naioth, 
but the Spirit of God came on them and they prophesied. 
He went himself, and the Spirit of God came on him, and he 
also prophesied. David then fled from Naioth and came to 
Jonathan, and said, "What have I done? what is mine 
iniquity P and what is my sin before thy father that he 
seeketh my life P" Jonat.han assured David that if evil was 
determined against him by his father, he would tell him of it. 
They renewed their covenant of friendship, after which 
Jonathan -devised a -plan by which he should acquaint David of 
his father's intentions. It was soon discovered that Saul 
intended to slay David, so Jonathan caused him to flee for 
safety. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

robe—a traly eastern mode of showing answered—t bey sang in tunes or parts; 
respect, and conferring honour upon a one party proposed, and the other an-
mao ; the dignity of him who presents swered. Some of the Psalms afford 
always augments the favour conferred. beautiful esamples of this metrical 
Lesson 130, 'clothed.' 	 arrangement. Psalms xxiv. & csxxvi. 

sword—the sword employed by the eva spirit—a jealous, envions, and 
Hebrews was short and two edged ; il malignant state of mind. 
resembled a dagger, and was carried, as javelin—a short spear which was used 
swords now are, in a sheath suspended in close warfare, but more commonly 
from the girdle. 	 for throwing at objects al a short dis- 

boso—bows were made of strong tance ; in war the javelin was generally 
elastic wood; the string was of leather carried in the quiver with the arrows. 
or horsehair, and in many instances of eadeaooared—he showed no resent- 
the sinews of animals. 	 ment; nor did he conduct himself 

girdle-a band of cloth or leather haughtily, conscious as be was that ho 
tightly drawn round the waist, for the should be Saul'a successor. 
purpose of keeping the long-flowing Othe—music tranquilizes the per. 
robes of eastern costume from impeding turbed spirit, and drowns the weight of 
the activity of the wearer. In it weapons, care in sweet forgetfulness of the causes 
money, and other things were canted.. of anxiety. 

tabrel—an instrument of music of the j afraid—a man of bad, or weak prin-
drom kind, not very diuimilar to the ciPie, always fears and envies the person 
tambourine. 	 who exhibits a refined and noble heart. 

instruments—besides the tabret, just I wisely—cautiously; prudently. We 
mentioned, the harP, the reed-pipe, the I should be "wise as serpents and barm- 
date, the cymbale, &c. were in use. 	less as doves,' in all our tran135ons. 



PERIOD V.] 	"THE HARP OF DAVID." 
he gaee, die.—this was an act of of his promise lo give Merab to David. 

wickedness which met ils own reward Lesson 33,' promised.' 
some years afterward. Lesson 63, devised—contrived; arranged. ' Merab;' compare Lesson 40, ' com- plan—method ; mode; course of action. 
panion,' • burnt.' 	 GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

when—he hoped that David would 	NAIOTH—' the meadows;' a place in 
fall by the band of the Philistines, and or near Ramah, where Samuel some• 
in this way he should rid himself ofone times abode; it was a school of the 
whose superior moral worth he could ,prophets. Less. 90,' sitting before,' sad 
not endure to contemplate. 	 92, 'none of the prophets.' David re- 

e hundred—this was the dowry he tired to this place from the persecutions 
demanded for Michal, in direct violation of Saul. 

THE HARP OF DAVID. 
'TRE RVII. SPIRIT FROM THE LORD WAS UPON RAUL...AND DAVID PLAYED WITH 

1118 HAND." 

Oh ! for the harp that David swept, 
At whose divine, entrancing sound, 

The evil spirit distance kept, 
While bolier visions hover'd round: 

Oh, for such harp, ii these our days, 
To speak our God and Saviour's praise. 

Then e'en on earth might song outpour 
That sweet, that full, triumphant strain, 

Whose grateful notes should heavenward soar. 
And there a gracious audience gain; 

While here helow its hullow'd power 
Should aid devotion's happiest hour. 

Christian, wouldst thou such harp possess 
May grace anoint thine eye to see, 

And on thy mind this truth impress, 
The Heart that instrument may he: 

For never harp nor lyre reveal'd 
Such music as the heart can yield. 

Not in its unregenerate state, 
Canst thou expect those strains to hear; 

By sin unstrung, its accents grate 
In discord on a heaven-touched ear; 

Renew'd by grace, and tune'd by love, 
Its harmony ascends above. 

Oh! then with melody it seems 
To vibrate from each trembling string; 

Each kindling thought and feeling teems 
With songs as sweet as seraphs sing; 

And music art could never frame, 

	

Is breathed to its Redeemer's name. 	 BA Hro. 
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4S. DAVID AT NOB—ESCAPES TO ADULLAM. 
1 Sam. xxi-xxE. 1 Chron. xii. 16-18. 

David then fled with his young men to •Ahimelech, the 
priest, at Nob. He asked for five •loaves of bread. The 
priest had none but •hallowed bread and •he gave him some. 
One of Saules servants, •Doeg the Edomite, who was chief of 
Saul's herdsmen, was at Nob that day. David said unto 
Ahimelech, "1g there not here under thine hand spear or 
sword P for I have neither brought my sword nor my weapons 
with me because the •king's business required haste." And 
the priest said, "The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom 
thon slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, •it is here wrapped 
in •a cloth behind the ephod : if thou wilt, take it ; for there is 
•no other save that here." And David said, "There is none 
like that: give it me." David then went to Achish, the king 
of Gath. The servants of Achish knew him, and said, "Is 
not this David, the •king of the land P Did they not sing one 
to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands P" And David was 
afraid, and •feigned himself •mad that he might be sent away. 

He then escaped to the cave of Adullam, where he was 
soon joined by his brethren and his kinsmen, and •many al:o 
who were in distress, and in debt, and discontented came to 
him; and he became a captain over about four-hundred men. 
Some valiant Gadites also joined him, and some of the children 
of Benjamin and Judah ; and David went out to meet them, 
and said unto them, "If ye be come peaceably unto me to help 
me, mine heart shall be -knit unto you : but if ye he come In 
hetray me to mine enemies seeing there is •no wrong in mine 
hands, the God of our fathers look thereon, and •rebuke it." 
Then Amasai, who was chief of the captains, said," Thine are 
we, David, and on thy side, thon son of Jesse : peace, peace he 
unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers; for thy God helpeth 
thee. " Then David received them, and made them captains of 
the •band. 

At this time the garrison of the Philistines was in Beth- 
lehem ; and David •longed to drink of the water of the well 
that was at the gate of Bethlehem. •Three of his mighty men 
brake through the host of the Philistines •to fetch it. When 
they brought it, David would not drink it, but poured it out 
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PERIOD V.] 	THE WATER OF BETHLEHEM. 

before the Lord, saying," Be it far from me, O Lord, that I 
should do this ; is not this the •blood of the men that went 
in .jeopardy of their lives P" therefore he would not drink it. 
David then went to Moab, and •asked the king to let his father 
and mother remain there. But the prophet •Gad advised 
David to return to Judah. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

.4himeleeh—.'brother of the king;' so I it is here—after the manner of war. 
named probably because the office of riors in ancient sud modern times in 
high•prie+t was scarcely inferior to the heathen and christian countries, David 
regal office. 	 dedicated to the Lord the sword of 

!Doves—they were in form like large Goliath, as tlw Erst-fruits of hic military 
cakes, and nenrly en inch thick. 	career. 

hallowed bread—holy bread, called a cloth—a rich ornamented covering. 
'shew-bread,' because it was laid on 	no other—the priests had no need, 
the golden table before the face of God. generally, to lie provided with lustra- 
Lesson 23, 'table'. The hallowed bread menta of warfare, fur notonly was their 
was made of an oblong shape, and was office one of pence, but the tabernacle, 
arranged in two rows of six louves and its valuable furniture,wereesteem-
each. It was a rule that none but the ed inviolable; sacrilege was not then of 
priests should eat of it, which they frequent occurrence. 
generally did in the sanctuary. 	I there in, 4c.—the possession of this 

he gave—this was contrary fo estab- sword would keep vividly in his mem-
lished usage, but necessity justified it, ory the first of bis martial exploits, 
as it did when, in the time ofourSaviour, and thus have the affect of strength-
the disciples plucked the ears ofcorn on ening his faith and hope in God, and 
the sabbath day. Nothing justifies an I preserving him from impatience and 
omission of moral duty; but in extreme i despondency. 
cases, such as those just mentioned, king, 4c.—his fame had extended 
ceremonial obedience may be set aside hither—not as one whose victorien bad 
when it would interfere with the entitled him to e cnptain'a honour, but 
"weightier matters of the law." 	an the future king of Israel. 

Doeg—was general overseerofSaul's I feigned—affected; pretended. 
berdsmen ; for by this time Saul had I mad—he allowed bis spittle to fall 
added considerably to bis possessions in upon bis beard, a thing so detested by 
flocks and herds. Doeg was a proeelyte I the people of the east, that no stronger 
to the true religion; lie was neverthe- I  proof of imbecilify was needed than 
less, aman of a treacherous and bloody I this personal defilement. 
heart. Lesson 49, `slew.' 	 I joined by—Saul's cruel and malicious 

king': business—David affected to be treatment of David led his brethren to 

in haste to execute some important sympathise with him; moreover, it in 

commission for Saul; and es he was certain that Saul 'n bitter hostility to-
known fo be the king's son-in-Inw, wards David extended to bis family and 

Ahimelech did not hesitate to attend to kinemen. See 'asked,' below. 
hie requests. Saul'e hatred of David I nlany also—not being alile to retain 
and his various attempts upon his life, I their former respectability, comfort, 
muet have been known but to few per- and independence, they left their bornes 
sons. Ahimelech could not have known to become  adventurers with David. 
that David was fleeing from Saul's rage. 	knii—united ; joined as one. 

138 



"PLEAD THOU MY CAUSE." [1095-975 B.C. 

no wrong—conscious rectitude of 
heart and life sustained him under his 
serions trials. 

rebuke—by causing the design to fail. 
band--his company of four hundred 

men. 
longed—his harassed mind turned 

with pleasing contemplation to the 
home of bis youth, and remembering 
how often lie had slaked his thirst nt 
Ibis well while engaged in his pastoral 
parsuita, he gave utterance to this 
ardent wish, perhaps imagining that 
with the draught his former associations 
would return to him. 

Three—Abishai, David's nephew, and 
Joab's brother, was the chief of these 
three mighty men. Les. 51, 'Sons,' 
and 55, ' Abisbai: 

to fetch il—their attachment to David 
ewes strong and honourable to both 
parties, or they would not have dared to 
go on so hazardous an expedition. 

would not—he felt that the gratifi-
cation of bis wish had been obtained at 
too great a risk. 

poured—as an oblation, or drink-
offeriug to the Lord.  

• blood—because it was obtained at the 
risk of their lives. 

jeopardy—danger; risk. 
asked —his aged parents and brethren 

having become objects of Saul's dis-
trust, had abandoned their homes to 
share with David bis wanderings and 
privations. Some of the Jewish writers 
say that the king of Moab treacherously 
and cruelly murdered the parents and 
brethren of David, except one brother, 
who tied to Nahash, king of the Am-
monites, from whom he received pro. 
tection. Lesson 58, ' Nahash: 

Gad—he was a friend of David, and 
is called David's seer. 

GEOGRAPFIICAL NOTES. 
NOB—a Levitical city of Benjamin, 

in the vicinity ofJerusalem, at which the 
tabernacle was stationed in the time of 
Saul. 

ADtILLAM —a city of Judah whose 
king was slain by Joxhua; it is supposed 
that the cave of Adullam, which afforded 
shelter to David and his men, was in the 
western part of Judah, near the Dead 
Sea. Lesson 49, 'cave.' 

A PSALM OF DAVID. 

"PLEAD MY CAUSE. O LORD, WITH THEM THAT STIII\'E AG.\INSI DIC." 

Plead Thou, oh plead my cause! 
Each self excusing plea 

ivly trembling soul withdraws, 
And tues to thee. 

Wrhere justice years lier throne, 
Ah who, save thee alone, 
May stand, oh Spotless One 

Plead Thou mv cause! 

Ah! plead not aught of mine 
Before thine altar thrown 

F'rtgments—when ail is titiste— 
Ail, ail th),  own 

Thou seest what stains they bear; 
oh, since each tear, cath prayer 
Hath need of pardon there, 

Plead Thou mv cause! 
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PERIOD V.] 	DOEG SLANDERS tHIMELECH. 

With lips that, dying, breathed 
Blessing, for words of scorn 

With brow where I had wreatlted 
The piercing thorn 

With breast, to whose pure tide 
He did the weapon guide, 
M'ho had no hone beside, 

Plead Thou my cause! 
Plead—when the teinpter's art, 

To each fond hope of mine, 
Denies this faithless heart 

Can e'er he thine. 
If slander whisper too 
The sin I never knew, 
llieu, who couldest urge the truc, 

Plead Thou my cause! 
Oh plead my cause above! 

P)ead thine within my breast; 
Till there thv peaceful Dove 

Shall build lier nest. 
Thou know'st, this µill—how frail, 
Thou know'st, though language fail, 
biv soul's mysterious tale,—

Plead Thou my cause! 
WARING. 

49. THE PRIESTS SLAIN. DAVID ESCAPE~. 
1 Samuel xxii. 6-xxv. 1. 

Now Sau] was at Gibeah ; and as he •stood under a •tree in 
Bamah, he said unto his servants who stood around him, 
"Hear now, ye •Benjamites ; will the son of Jesse give every one 
of you fields and vineyards, and make you all captains of 
thousands, and captains of hundreds; that all of you have 
•conspired against me, and there is none that sheweth me that my 
son bath made a •league with the son of Jesse, and there is none 
of you tis sorry for me, or sheweth unto me that my son hath 
stirred up my servant against me, to •lie in wait, as at this day ? ' 
Doeg the Edomite they►  told Saul of David's visit to the city 
of Nob; he a1o spoke •ftl..e1y of Ahimelech the?priest. Saul 
sent for Ahimelech and sail the priests that. were at Noh 
when they came he charged them with conspiring agaiwt 
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THE PRIESTS SLAIN. SAMUEL DIES. [1095-975 n.c. 

him. Ahimelech answered Saul •meekly, but Saul said they 
should surely die. Saul commanded his •footmen to turn and 
clay the priests of the Lord, but they •would not. Then said 
the king to Doeg," Fall thou upon the priests ;" and Doeg 
turned and •slew that day eighty-five persons that were priests. 
Saul also sent Doeg to Nob to stay all the priests there, with 
their families, and their cattle. In this slau,,rhter many qf 
lite Gibeonites who were the •servants cf the tabernacle were 
slain, contrary to lite •league of the Israelites wick tleem. 

•Abiathar, one of the sons of Ahimelech, escaped to David, 
who promised him protection. Shortly after, David was com-
manded to go to Keilah, and smite the Philistines; he did so, 
and saved the inhabitants. David heard that Saul was coming 
to take him at Keilah, and he departed, with his six-hundred 
men, to the Ur lderness of Zippit. Jonathan went into the 
wilderness to see David, and there they •renewed their 
covenant of friendship with each other. The Ziphites told 
"aul where David was hiding; but when they went with Saul 
to take him, he was gone to the 11'ïlderness of 17laon. Saul 
followed him thither, but he left. purusing David to go against 
the Philistines. From thence David went to Engedi. Saul 
followed, and went. into a •cave at Engedi to •sleep. David 
and some of his men were in the cave, and David •cut off a 
part of Saul's robe. 

On Saul's departure David told him how he might have 
slain him, but that he would not put forth his hand against 
the •Lord's anointed. And Saul lifted up his voice, and •wept. 
And he said to David,,,  Thou art more righteous than I: for 
thou hast re w-arded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee 
evil. And thou hast chewed this day how that thou hast 
dealt well with me: forasmuch as when the Lord had 
delivered me into thine hand, thou killedst me not. And 
now, behold, •I know .sell that thou shalt surely be king, and 
the kingdom of Israel shall be •ei4tahii hed in thine hand." 
David left the cave of Engedi and sent to the Wilderness 
of Paran. 

Samuel died; all Israel •lamented him, and buried him at 
Ilamah. 

141 



PERIOD V.] 	NOTES AND E 

stood—Saul was probably seated, with 
his chief officers a round him, but lie rose 
up to give more effect to bis address. 

lree—said to be a tamarisk tree; no 
palace or building as yet existed for 
the king and his attendent,. Saufs 
frequent campaign+ obliged him some-
times lo hold bis courts in the open air. 

Benja,niies—Saul was a Benjamite, 
and therefore bis body-guard was se-
leeted from his own tribe, and compri-
oed many relatives and friends. 

conspired—plotted; laid plans se-
cretly. 

league—covenant; agreement. 
lie in wait—he spoke under the indu. 

ence of a disordered mind • jealousy, 
distrust, and animosity had rendered 
him unable to form e correct, and hon-
curable opinion of either his son or son-
in-law. 

falsely—he knew that Ahimelech was 
innocent of any blame. 

meekly—bis answer showed the 
integrity of bis heart. 1 Som. xxii. 14,15. 

foolmen—those who stood nearest him, 
and acted as his messengers, or as 
executioners of bis regel will; they, 
however, saw bis wild injustice and 
refused. 

mould not—tbe priests of the Lord 
were held in great reverence by the 
people. 

slew—he was probably an idolnter nt 
heart, and therefore hated the service 
of the Lord, heure bis readiness to des-
troy the priests of the sanctuary. 

servants—Lesson 31,'hewers.' 
league—Lesson 31, 'covenant;' 63, 

slain: 
Abialhar—a son of Abimelech ; he 

remained faithful to David through all 
his reverses of fortune till the time of 
Adonijah's conspiracy; when the pro-
pbecy against Eli's bouse was fu1811ed 
—for he was banished. 

renewed—repeated; made agate. 
sleep—while Saul slept;  bis men, who 

ought ,to have kept watch, were so 
overcome by the fatigue of pursuing 
David that they also fell asleep. 

cave—many of the caves in Arabia 
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XPLANATIONS. 

Petrea are very extensive, some of them 
consisting of many apartments leading 
info each other. The cave et Engedi 
mast have barn of large dimensions, for 
in the sides and farther parts of it David 
und bis followers seem to have bad 
sufficient room, as they lay concealed 
from the eye of Seul and hie guards 
who occupied ils entrance. 

cul of—as David stood overhis unpro-
tectea and implacable enemy, some of 
bis men suggested that now God had 
delivered him into bis baud to slag him ; 
but David's mind revolted et the idea of 
taking personal revenge—he waited 
patiently, feeling assured that the Lord 
would overrule all these evils for good. 
He, however, cut off Saul's skirt, to con-
vince him that he owed bis personal 
safety to bis forbearance. 

Lord's anoinied—David scrupulously 
regarded every intimation of the Lord's 
will, hence herespected Saul as the man 
chosen of God to be ruler over Israel. 

wrp t—a sudden and transitory feeling 
of shame, self-reproach, and gratitude 
overcame him. 

know —how different his rouduct to 
that of David ! one vainly and wickedly 
attempted to thwart God's purpose, the 
other Il waited patiently for the Lord." 
Herod endeavoured to destroy Jases 
from a conviction similar to that which 
operated on Saul's mind. Matt. ii. 8-16. 

eslabli.ched—in him and bis posterity; 
hr felt that lits own hopes of future 
honour, and dignity to bis family and 
descendants were for ever blighted. 

lwnenled—Samuel bad been univer-
sally respected, loved, and feared as e 
prophet of the Lord, therefore his dentb 
was the subjert of general lamentation. 
The Israeli tes, like other eastern people. 
gave the freest vent to tbeir grief—they 
cried bitterly, rent their garments, eut 
or tore off their hair, fasted, prostrated 
themselves upon tke ground. went bare-
foot, smote their breasts, &c. Women 
were employed to weep at funerals; 
and the relatives of thedeceasedclotbed 
themselves in sackcloth. The period of 
mourning generally lasted seven days, 
but in regain cases a much longer time 
was observed. The mourners were 



"THE OLD MAN'S FUNERAL.°  [1095-975 B.C. 

dermed unclean, and they continued 
sitting in their houses, and ate off the 
ground till the deys of their mourning 
were ended. The people mourned for 
Moses thirty days. Lesson 29. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

HP.ILAH—a town in Judah, south-
west ol Jerusalem. David was com-
missioned to smite the Phili+lines here 
when it was besieged by them ; he 
sflerwards escaped, or the ungrateful 
inhabitants would have delivered him 
into the hands of Sauf. 

WiLnaasass on ZIPH—the town of 
Ziph, and a wilderness near it, were sit-
uated in the enst of Jndeh. 

WILDERNESS on MADN—there was 
a place of this name et which Nabal, 
the ehurl, resided, whose chief posses-
sions were et Carmel in that vicinity; 
all these places were in the east of Judah. 

ENOEDi—a rily in the south-east of 
Judah near the Dead Sea ; it was noted 
for palm-trees and vineyards. If was 
probably in a wilderness near, of the 
same name, that the cave was situated 
in which David found shelter Iront Sani. 

THE OLD MAN'S FUNERAL. 

I saw an aged man upon his hier, 
His hair was thin and white, and on bis brow 

A record of the cares of many a year ;- 
Cares that were ended and forgotten now. 

And there was sadness round, and faces bow'd, 
And woman's tears fell fast, and childreu wail'd aloud. 

Then rose another hoary man and said, 
In faultering accents, to that weeping train, 

Why mourn ye that our aged friend is dead? 
Ye are not sad to see the gather'd grain, 

Nor when their mellow fruit the orchards cast, 
Nor when the yellow woods shake down the ripen'd mast. 

Ye sigh not when the sun, bis course fulfill'd, 
His glorious course, rejoicing earth and sky, 

In the soft evening, when the winds are still'd, 
Sinks where bis islands of refreshment lie, 

And leaves the smile of his departure, spread 
O'er the warm-coloured heaven and ruddy mountain head. 

Why weep ye then for him, who, having won 
The bound of man's appointed years, at last, 

Life's blessings all enjoyed, life's labours done, 
Serenely to bis final rest lias pass'd; 

While the soft memory of bis virtues, yet 
Lingers like twilight hues, when the bright sun is set. 

His youth was innocent; his riper age, 
Mark'd with some act of kindness every day; 

And watch'd by eyes that lov'd him, calm and sage, 
Faded bis late declining years away. 

Cheerful he gave his being up, and went 
To share the holy rest that waits a life well spent. 
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PERIOD V.] 	THE CH JRLISHNESS OF NABAL. 

That life was happy; every day he gave 
Thanks for the fair existence that was his 

For a sick fancy made him not her slave, 
To mock him with her phantom miseries. 

No chronic tortures rack'd his aged limb, 
For luxury and sloth had nourish'd none for him. 

And I am glad, that he has liv'd thus long, 
And glad that he has gone to his reward; 

Nor deem, that kindly nature did him wrong, 
Softly to disengage the vital cord 

When his weak hand grew palsied, and his eye 
Dark with the mists of age, it was his time to die. 

BRYANT. 

50. OF NABAL AND ABIGAIL. 
Samuel xxv. 2-35 

There was a man in Maon named •Nahal who had large 
possessions in Carmel. His wife was named Abigail; she 
was a woman of good understanding, and of a beautiful coun-
tenance: but the man was •churlish, and •evil in his doings. 
David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep, 
and was making a great feast for bis shearers. David sent 
some of his men to him to •ask for refreshment, telling him 
how they had •protected his flocks in Carmel; but Nabal was 
churlish to them, and refused. David's messengers returned, 
and told him of Nabal's sayings, and he said to them," Gird 
on every man his sword." And they girded on every man his 
sword: and there •went up after David about four-hundred 
men : and two-hundred abode by the stuff. But one of the 
young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying," Behold, David 
sent messengers out of the wilderness to salute our master; 
and he •railed on them. But the men were •very good unto us, 
and we were not 'hurt, neither •missed we any thing, as long as 
we were conversant with them, when we were in the fields: 
they were a •wall unto us both by night and day, all the while 
we were with them keeping the sheep. Now therefore know 
and consider what thou wilt do; for evil is determined against 
our master, and against his household: for he is such a man 
of Belial, that a man cannot speak to ltim." 
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ABIGAIL'S PRESENT TO DAVID. [1095-975 B.C. 

Then Abigail made haste, and got ready a large present for 
David, of -loaves, and •wine, and •sheep ready dressed, •parched 
corn, •raisins, and-figs, and sent her servants on before her, and 
went to meet David. She acknowledged the •iniquity of her 
husband, but said she wished •to prevent David avenging him-
self by shedding blood, that this might be no grief to him 
when he became ruler over Israel. David •accepted her pre-
sent, and said," Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which sent 
thee this day to meet me: and blessed be thy advice, and 
blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day from coming to 
shed blood, and avenging myself with mine own hand." So 
David received of her hand that whieh she had brought him, 
and said unto her, "Go up in peace to thine bouse ; see I 
have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Nabal—' fool.' 
Abigail—' father of joy.' 
churtiah—selfish; greedy; of an on-

encial disposition. 
eeii—besotted; given to wine and 

other indulgences, while the claims of 
the poor and needy were utterly dis-
regarded. 

ask—this be did in the most courteous 
manner, not making a demand, which 
mont men in his eireumstnnces would 
have done. 1 Sam. xxv. 6. 

profecled—Nabal's flock+ being num-
erous were much exposed in this open 
and unapproprinlyd territorv ; David 
not only forhnd his own men from 
eammitting depredations upon them, 
but kept off others who niight have 
made them a prey. For such protection, 
David and bis mon were justly entitled 
to a liberai acknowledgement. 

railed sa—nbnscd ; insulted; I Sam. 
xxv. 10,11. 

very good—this was the efeot of 
good Iendea•.+hip; toise men wu-ro not 
h. tter than others, but the iii lucnce and 
exnvpte of David swavod them to net 
uprit tly. 

hart — power — sa off,n wantnnly 
ahuseJ, was Gentle iu t)nvi,'s hand,. 

,niased—nothing was stolen; nnlwilb-
standing the large number of persons of 
different chnracters, and all in needy 
circumstances. 

[nares—they were very large, and the 
number, (wo hundred, wns great. 

urine—this liquor was expressed 
from the grnpes by being pot into a 
large trough having bars et the bottom, 
and then trampled upon by two or more 
persons. As the vine grew abundantly 
in Canaan, so was wine much used. 
Abigail's present included two bottles 
of wine; each of these bottles was made 
of the entire skin of an animal, conse• 
queotly the quantify sent was con. 
sideraI,le. 

sheep—these animals constituted file 
chief wealth of the patriarche, and 
many of the Isr elites in Canaan. To 
dress nn cati u.- sheep, when its entrails 
and skin were removed was of frequent 
Occurrence in these primitive times. 
Five sheep thus prepared were iu'•luded 
in Abienil's present. 

porche,( corn—this sens considered 
an agreeable rep: st, and consisted, it is 
uplpo:ed, of new ,•ort., roasted and 

enfer in ifs amipe and jn cy stat.. The 
Isra ,•1i1o+ i arinoh of toril thus prepared 

1 nt Gdtinl when toe mauma Lad .-eased 
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PERIOD V.] "THE VAIN HOPES OF THE WICKED." 

Calling. 	Lesson 30, 'porn' 	Five 
measures, or one hundred pints were 
supplied to David by Abigail. 

raisins--dried grapes; the villagers 
bnog the grapes in clustere on the sides 
of their houses, or spread them on 
blankets on the roofs to dry. Tbey 
were muet used in cookery. Abigail 
broc ght David two-hundred clusters. 

figs—the fig-tree ahounded in Ce. 
nnan; ifs brnnohes Tore high nnd wide, 
and ifs louves were broad. The fig-tree 
bore fruit three times n year. The early 
dg in June, which felle as soon as it in 
ripe ; the summer fig, in August, which 
is the early fig in a state of aturity; 
an•I the winter fig in Oetcher; these 
lust were the largest. They were dried 
in masses and compressed, to form large  

cakes; two-hundred of these cakes of 
fige were presented by Abigail to David. 

iniquity—bis injustice and demerit. 
fo prevent—ber prudence and fore. 

eight are here pre-eininent, as well as 
her desire to protect her husband from 
Devid'e anger. 

accepted—not only was he won upon 
by her beauty, but he also admired ber 
prudence, and felt thankful, for heing 
thun prt vented from acting revengefully; 
in accepting herpresente he praised God 
for hie gracious interposition. 1 Sem. 
xxv.82. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

CARME(. —a small town or village in 
the northern mountain of Judah. 

THE VAIN HOPES OF THE WICKED. 

The rush may rise where waters flow, 
And flags beside the stream ; 

But soon their verdure fades and dies 
Before the scorching beam. 

So is the sinner's hope cut off; 
Or if it transient rise, 

"Fis like the spider's airy web, 
From every breath that flies. 

Fix'd on his house, he leans; his bouse, 
And all its props decay ; 

He holds it fast ; but while he holds, 
The tottering frame gives way. 

Fair in bis garden to the sun 
His boughs with verdure smile 

And, deeply fix'd, his spreading roots 
Unshaken stand awhile. 

But forth the sentence flies from heaven, 
That sweeps him from bis place ; 

Which then denies him for its lord, 
Nor owns it knew his face. 

Lo! this the joy of wicked men, 
Who heaveu's high laws despise ; 

They quickly full ; and in their room, 
As quickly others rise. 
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51. DAVID MARRIES ABIGAIL--SPARES SAUL. 
1 Samuel xxv. 36-xxviii. 2. 

When Abigail returned home Nabal was •feasting in his 
bouse, and he was very drunken; wherefore she told him 
nothing of David's anger, and his determination to slay Nabal, 
till the morning. But in the morning when Nabal was sober, 
his wife told him all that had occurred, on hearing which •his 
heart died within him, and he became as a stone. In about 
ten days after, he died. When David heard that he was dead, 
he sent messengers to Abigail to commune with her, and after-
wards he took her to wife. Saul had given Michal to another. 
The Ziphites again discovered David to Saul; and Saul went 
with three thousand •chosen men of Israel, to seek David in the 
Wilderness of Ziph. When David knew in very deed that 
Saul had come into the wilderness, he sent out spies to watch 
him. And David went. down at night and saw the place where 
Saul lay and those that were with him; so he returned to his 
men and said, "Who will go with me to Saul's •camp P" And 
-Abishai consented to go down. They went down and •found 
Saul sleeping, and his guards sleeping round him. Abishai 
then said to David, "God hath delivered thine enemy into 
thy hand this day, now therefore •let me smite him, I pray 
thee, with the spear even to the earth at once, and •I will not 
smite him the second time ;" but David forbade him, saying, 
"Destroy him not, for who can stretch forth his hand against 
the Lord's anoint.ed, and be •guiltless." David told him to •take 
away the -spear and the •cruse of water from Saul's bolster. 

David then went to the •top of a hill afar off, and reproved 
-Abner for not keeping a better •watch over the king's life; 
he said, "As the Lord liveth, •ye are worthy to die, because 
ye have not •kept your master, the Lord's anointed." He also 
shewed him the king's spear and the cruse of water. Saul 
confessed his sin against David, saying, "I have sinned ; 
•return my son David: for I will no more do thee harm, be-
cause my •soul was •precious in thine eyes this day." And 
David answered and said, "Behold the king's spear ! and let 
one of the young men come over and fetch it. The Lord 
•render to every man his •righteousness and his faithfulness: for 
the Lord delivered thee into my hand to-day, but I would not 
stretch forth mine hand against the Lord's anointed. And 

147 	' 



PERIOD V.} 	DAVID ABIDES AT ZIKLAG. 

behold, as thy life was much •set by this day in mine eyes, so 
let my life be much set by in the eyes •of the Lord, and •let 
him deliver me out of all tribulation." Then Saul said to 
David, "Blessed be thou, my son David: thou shalt both do 
great things, and also shalt still •prevail." 

David then •fled with his six-hundred men to •Achish, the 
king of Gath. When this was told Saul •he sought David no 
more. Ashish gave David Ziklag to dwell in, and David 
dwelt there a year and four months. David invaded •many 
enemies of Israel while he abode at Ziklag, but he told Achish 
that he had invaded enemies of the Philistines. Achish 
thought David had thus made Israel to abhor him. At this 
time the Philistines made preparations for war against Israel; 
and Achish •engaged David to go with the Philistine army tu 
fight against Israel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

jeasting—the ingathering of tbe bar- David's nephew, and one of the chief 
vest, which lasted about six weeks, was of bis mighty men. 
a season of great festivity; but Nabal found—though it was night, the well-
far exceeded the bounds of moderation, understood mode of arranging camps 
for he drank himself into a state of for the night enabled David and 
brutishinsensibility. 	 Abishai quickly to discover the spot 

his heart died—though the danger had where Saul bey. 
passed, bis imbecile mind sunk under let me—on a former occasion (Lesson 
the idea that he bad so narrowly 49) navid's men urged bien to stay 
esenped destruction. 	 Saul, bol he refused, saying, "I will 

chosen—so determined was Saul on Dot put tortb my hand against my lord;" 
David's rain that he selected men well- now Abishai solicits permission of 
qualified for scouring the wilderness in David te perpetrate the deed himself. 
search of bien; the number seemed but the '• man after God's own beam" 
more than enough for such an expedi- rejected the request with firmness. 
tion, but Saul provided against every 	I will no!, c.—lest that should be human possibility of DHvid's escape. 	esteemed disho ournble and revengefal. 

camp—the military camps in eastern 
countries, as well as those of merehant_s, 	guillles.e—those who endeavour to 
are generally arranged in the cireular free themselves from tyrannical raie by 
form. The outer circle in formed by the Assassination of lheir oppressors. 
the aid of cords fastened to stakes draw down upon themselves and their 
driven in the ground, to which the cause the guilt of blood, which always 
camels, asses, and other animals are brings its own retribotiou. 	David 
lied ; within this circle the baggage is therefore restrained himself from un-
piled, forming n shelter or rampart to justilieble ncls, believing, tbates long as 
the whole party, who bivouac within. it was I,od's will to permit the cruel 
lenving a large space in the centre for und uogrnleful Saul te reign over Ixrael. 
lie teat, sud other conveniences of the it wood be Hu net of rebellion agalruf 
clef. 	 God toe ,termone to bring Ilit reign tu 

Abe,h,,i—' father of gifle;' he was a elosi by violent measures. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1095-975 B.C. 

take away—it was end is still a custom 
in the East fo fia a spear beside a great 
man when reposing, and also when 
merely resting on a journey. 

spear—thin weapon was generally of 
considerable length ; the spearr now 
used by the Arabs are about fifteen 
feel long; some of the Greciau spears 
were mach longer. To one end of the 
spesr "a !fout irait spike, sometimes 
barbed, was attached, the other end 
was shod with metal, lhat it might not 
be injured when stuck info the ground. 

erase—in oriental countries if in a 
common practice when retiring fo rest 
to place at band n small vessel con-
taining water to drink daring the night. 

top of e hill—it was no doubt saHi-
ciently distant, and probably noteasy of 
access, on that Saal's best pursuers 
would find if impossible to overtake 
David; this is evident from the tact 
that no attempt was made to capture 
bim. 

Abner—' father of light;' he was the 
son of Ner, and a near relative of Saul; 
h. was e general in Saul's army and 
served him faithfully. 

tratck—fbe responsibility of making 
prnper arrangements for Saul's protec-
tion lav upon Abner; but the subordi-
nate cf .'ers shoold not have ueglect.ed 
their important duty to watch. 

ye—includingallthose in command. 
kept—preserved from the approach of 

others. 
return—David feared to take Saul at 

bis word ; lie knew full well f hat bis 
eoodness was like the early dew that 
panses away. 

goal—life. 
precious—of value; esteemed. 
reader— David'% Prayer is fora blessed 

r►werd lo the faithful. nota prayer for 
punishment on his persecafor. 

righteousxess—David does not utter 
maledictions upon Saul; he only pre-
wnt. a prayer flint God would reward' 
hum for his righteousness in refusing to 
bake advantage of bis enemy, and for  

bis faithfulness in aliil firmly adhering 
to Saul's interest—not setting up coun-
ter claims to the kingdom,in doing which 
many would be found to support him. 

sel by—respected ; valued; prized. 
of the Lord—bio confidence was alone 

in God; Saul's promise of ceasing to do 
him harm was not thought ofbv David. 

tel him—while David trusted in the 
Lord lor deliverance, he did not pre-
sumptuously rush into danger; he 
avoided bis purauera es best lie could. 

preea{l—succeed ; rise above ail 
opposition. 

fled—this was the result of an over-
whelming fit of despondency, when he 
exclaimed, 'l I shall one day perish by 
the hand of Saul." 

Achish—it is suppossd by some that 
this is not the Achish before whom he 
feigned himself mad; Lesson 48, 
'feigned;'  it has been conjectured too 
that Achish hearing of the enmity of 
Saul towards David, who was every 
where talked of as the future king of 
Israel, deemed it e matter ofpolicy to 
afford him protection, so as tu alienate 
him from bis country. 

he sought, 4c.—implying that he 
would have sought for him had lie re-
mained in bis dominions. 

many eisen+ies—they were chiefly 
Amalekites, against whom God'a de-
nunciation bad long before been pro-
nmmced. Lesson 2I, 'utterly' 

engaged—the answer of David to the 
proposal of Achish wns equivocal. 

Sam. xxviii. 1.2. From David's well-
known devotion to bis own people, and 
from bis conduct. while' at Ziklag, he 
might have brouglit some signal dis-
honour on himself had not the Philistine 
princes caused him to return; for it 
••nnnot lie supposed that David would 
have fought against the Israelilea. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Z,KLeo—a city of the Philistines in 

Simeon, which Achish gave to David as 
a place of refuge from Saul; from this 
city David invaded the Philistines. 
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PERIOD V.] 	SAUL CONSULTS A WITdH. 

THE DRUNKARD. 

Who hath brawlings? who bath sorrows? 
Who bath deep remorse of soul P 

He that frenzied pleasure borrows 
From the intoxicating bowl: 

Though a moment's joy it bring him, 
It shall be delusive joy; 

It shall like an adder sting him, 
Like a serpent shall destroy. 

He shall wake from dreams of gladness, 
Dreams as false as they are fair, 

With a burning heart of madness, 
That its anguish cannot bear: 

He shall rush in terror from it, 
Like a moth into the fire, 

Like a dog unto its vomit; 
Like a swine into the mire. 

Till bis worldly wealth shall fly him, 
Like a bird upon the wing; 

Till his nearest kin deny him, 
As a vile and noxious thing; 

Till bis shivering body pineth 
To a gaunt and ghastly shade; 

Till bis wretched head reclineth 
Where unhallow'd bones are laid. 

W. Knox. 

52. SAUL CONSULTS A WITCH AT ENDOR. 
1 Samuel xxviii. 3-25. 

And Saul gathered all Israel together, to go to fight against 
the Philistines; but when he saw the great •host of the 
Philistines which was assembled against him he was afraid 
and •his heart trembled. The Philistines encamped in Shunens 
and the Israelites in Mount Gilboa. Now •Samuel, the pro-
phet, was dead; •the priests had been slain by Saul's own com-
mand, at Nob; Saul had no •vision from God to instruct him ; 
no priest to ask counsel of God for him; no prophets to guide 
him; so in his terror and •perplexity of mind, be went at 
night, and in •disguise, to •consult a •witch, who lived at Endor. 
She told him that Saul had •forbidden •divination. He pro- 
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SAMUEL'S MESSAGE TO SAUL. [1095-975 B.C. 

mised that no punishment should visit her. She asked him 
whom she should bring np. He desired her to bring up 
Samuel. She •then knew Saul, and cried aloud from her fear, 
•when she saw an old man before her. She described his 
appearance to Saul, who said it was Samuel; and Saul 
stooped, with his face to the ground, and •bowed himself. And 
•Samuel said unto Saul, "Why hast thou •disquieted me, to 
•bring me up ?" And Saul answered, " I am sore distressed, 
for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed 
from me, and answereth me no more, •neither by prophets, 
nor by dreams, therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest 
make known unto me what I shall do ?" Then said Samuel, 
"Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord is 
departed from thee, and is become thine enemy P And the 
Lord hath done as he spake by me: for the Lord hath rent 
the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, 
even to David: because thou obeyedst not the voice of the 
Lord, •nor executedst his •fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore 
hath the Lord done this thing unto thee this day. Moreover 
the Lord will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the 
Philistines: and to morrow shalt thon and thy sons be •with 
me: the Lord also shall deliver the host of Israel into the 
band of the Philistines." Then Saul fell straightway all along 
on the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the words of 
Samuel: and there was •no strength in him; for he had eaten 
no bread all the day, nor all the night. And the woman, 
seeing that Saul was sore troubled, came and said unto him, 
"Behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have 
put rny life in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy words 
which thon spakest unto me. Now therefore, I pray thee, 
hearken thou also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let 
me set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, that thou 
mayest have strength, when thou goest on thy way." But he 
refused; however his servants with the woman •compelled 
him to arise and to •sit upon the bed. The woman also hasted 
to -kill and •dress a fat calf, which she had, and to make •un-
Ieavened cakes; when Saul and his men had eaten, they 
arose and departed that night. 
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PERIOD IV.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

host—army. 
his heart trembled—this phrase is 

beautifully descriptive of the terror 
which had fallen on a man endowedwith 
great natural courage. 

Samuel—Lesson 49, 'lamented.' 
the priests—Lesson 49, 'slew: 
vision—Lesson 7, 'vision.' 
perplexily—confusion ; bewilderment; 

not knowing what to do. 
disguise—he changed his clothing, 

and concealed his features. 
consult—ask counsel of; the asking 

counsel of one who bad a familiar spirit 
is assigned as one of the reasons for 
Saul's untimely end. 1 Chron. x. 13. 
Thus Seul's crime was the instrument 
of his punishment. 

witch—a woman who pretended to 
supernatural power; as abecromancer 
she professed to obtain, for those who 
consulted lier, answers from tbeir de. 
ceased friends and relatives. Witchcraft 
included other pretensions, es the curing 
of diseases, drivjng away evil spirits, 
and foretelling future events. Men who 
practised these arts were called wizards. 
The sin of witchcraft is severely de-
nounced in the scriptures of the old and 
new Testaments; and those who coun-
tenance such pretenders partak. in their 
wickedness. Exod. xxii. 18; Lev. xx.6; 
Gal. V. 20. 

forbidden—in bis better days he had 
not only forbidden the practice ofwitch-
ernft, but he had put to death those who 
followed it, se that the practice of the 
art was dangerous. 

divination—absurd arts resorted to by 
deceivers who led the people to believe 
that they possessed e mysterious and 
superhuman knowledge of future events. 
Such arts are frequently denounced in 
the new Testament; they have been 
practised in ail ages and among ail 
nations, barberons and civilized, more 
especially among the heathens. Some 
relies of these arts have descended to 
our own times, and are practised by 
fortune-tellers, a trologers, and 'wise 
men,' who pretend to discover lost or 
stolen property. Wherever, or by whom-
soever practised, the word of Gud expli. 
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cifly and awfully condemns them. Dent. 
xviii. 9-14 ; Jer. xiv. 14. 

then—ahe either guessed who he was 
because he asked for Samuel, or she 
received some intimation from God to 
that effect. 

tchen she saw, 4c.—the appearance 
was real and unexpected by the woman. 
She knew that she had no power over 
the invisible world, and that she lied 
never held communication with departed 
spirits; her arts were those of fraud & 
deception, while she led her foolish 
inquirers to believe that she saw and 
spoke to those they called for. How 
terrified then must she have been te 
find, that God had really vouchsafed a 
vision of Samuel to announce tu Sao] 
his impending doom. 

stooped—bowed—bent his body and 
his knees. Saul paid him reverence es 
if lie actually saw him. 

Samuel said—God had sent Samuel 
to beur bis message of wrath to Saul, 
but not by means of the necromaneer; 
she had nothing to do in bringing to 
pass this solemn vision. 

disquieled—Samuel grieved for Sael 
when he dwelt on earth, he would 
therefore feel disquietude et having to 
return as the bearer of such e fearfnl 
sentence. There can be no doubtthat, 
notwithstanding the perfection ofbliss 
into which the spirits of good men enter 
after this life, if they were sent lack 
with messages of woe their spirits 
would be disquieted. 

bringme up—not that Samuel's bsdy 
was actually rnised, the vision is pre-
sented in accordance with the expecta-
tion of Seul. 

neither by prophets—here God per-
mitted the vision ora departed prophet 
to come to confirm what he lied spoken 
on earth. 

nor executedst—his first art of dis-
obedience, though to human judgment 
almost excusable, is that to which 
Samuel attributes Saul's present dis-
astrous condition. We should beware 
of the first incitements to sin. 

fierce wrath—how hideous must be the 
• character and conduct of that people, 



"SAMUEL APPEARING TO SAUL." [ 1095-975 B.C. 

when God, 'whose tender mercies are 
over all his works,' required their 
complete extinction as the only way of 
appeasing the fierceness of bis wrath. 

milk me—in the world of spirits 
while his body would lie nu the exposes 
groand a mangled spectacle to his 
victorious enemies. 

no strength, 4c.—he had fasted—he 
had felt extreme anxiety, but without 
repentance—he had been in the presence 
of a messenger from the invisible world 
—he had heard bis doom and that of his 
sons pronounced—he was bereft of bis 
self-possession, and his physical powers 
failed him. 

put my life--a phrase denoting the 
extreme risk she bed encountered, when 
she admitted to Saul that she practised 
those fraudaient arts which the law 
condemned, and which he had severely 
punished. 

eompelied—forced him by pressing 
appeals, and personal assistance. 

sit--against the aides of etatern 
bouses benches about a foot or a foot 
and a half high, and Three feetwide,are 
raised, upon which coarse mattresses are 
spread for sleeping upon; these beaches 
are also used tor seats. 

kill—probably she commanded an 
attendant to do it. 

dress—to dress an entire animal was 
not uncommon. Lesson 50,' sbeep.' 

unleaeeaed—without yeast; they were 
cakes of flour and water only, baked 
before the Sre, or upon bot embers. 

OEOORAPHICAL NOTES. 
SHUNEM—a town Of Issachar,near 

Jezreel, which was frequently visited by 
the prophet Elisha. 
* GILBOA—'projecting heap;' a ridge 
of mountains In Issachar, and user Jez-
reel ; celebrated sa the scene of Sanl's 
lest battle with the Philistines. 

EN DOR—a town of wes tern Manasseb, 
a few miles south of Mount Tabor. 

SAMUEL APPEARING TO SAUL. 
"THEN SAID THE WOMAN, WHOM SHALL I BRING UP UNTO THEE? AND HE SAID, 

BRING ME UP SAMUEL." 
She spake, when lo ! before their wondering eyes, 
The aged prophet stood in reverend guise, 
Such as when once the chosen land he sway'd, 
And Israel's sons his well-known voice obey'd, 
His drooping head with hoary locks was crowned; 
And a large mantle fell his limbs around; 
And yet that shining brow was not of man, 
And all unearthly thus the accents ran 

"Why hast thou disquieted me! 
"Art thou come my help to crave? 

"The Lord himself thy enemy, 
"Who thy guilty head shall save?" 

Fallen pomp, and glories all, 
Fallen is thy throne, O Saul ! 

Knew'st thou not the Lord's command, 
"Cruel Amalek to slay ? 

"Another spoils thy sceptred land, 
"Another bears thy crown away." 

Fallen pomp, and glories all, 
Fallen is thy throne, O Saul! 
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PERIOD v.] 	DAVID SPOILS THE AMALEXITES. 

"Tomorrow, and the work is done, 
"Tomorrow, Israel's host will flee 

"Tomorrow, must thy course be run; 
"Thou and thy sons shall be with me !" 
Fallen pomp, and glories all, 
Fallen is thy throne, O Saul. 

REV. E. D. Jecgsox. 

53. DAVID SPOILS THE AMALEKITES. 
1 Samuel xxix-xxxi. 

The army of the Philistines assembled at Aphek, while the 
Israelites pitched by a fountain in Jezreel. And the lords of 
the Philistines passed on by hundreds and thousands, but 
David and his men marched in the •rereward with Achish. 
When the lords of the Philistines saw David and his men, 
they were displeased with Achish, and they said unto him, 
"Make •this fellow return to bis place, which thou hast appoint-
ed him, and let him not go down with us to battle, lest he be 
an •adversary to us." Then Achish •commended David, but 
told him that the lords favoured him not. David and his men 
departed early in the morning to Ziklag, and the army of the 
Philistines went up to Jezreel. When David came to Ziklag, 
he found that the Amalekites •had plundered and burned the 
city. He first •inquired of the Lord, and then pursued them 
with his six-hundred men. Two-hundred of them became 
•faint at the brook Besor and abode there. An Egyptian who 
had been a •servant to an Amalekite, brought David and bis 
men to the camp. David •smote them all, save four-hundred 
young men who escaped on camels ; he also •recovered the 
women and children, and all the •spoil of Ziklag. And when 
they came to the 200 men who staid from faintness at the 
brook Besor, some among the 400 refused to •share the spoil 
with them; but David said it should not be so, but all should 
partake alike. And David sent •presents of the spoil taken 
from the Amalekites to his friends in the land of Israel. 

The Philistines fought against Israel at Gilboa; the 
Israelites fled, and many were slain in the Mount of Gilboa. 
Among the slain were Jonathan, Abinadab, and Melchi-shua, 
Saul's sons, and Saul was sorely wounded. Saul wanted his 
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DEATH OF SAUL AND HIS SONS. [1095-975 B.C. 

•armour-bearer to. •thrust his sword through his body, but he 
was sore afraid and would not. Saul then took a sword, and 
fell upon it. Hia armour-bearer also fell upon his sword, and 
died with Saul. 

And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of 
the valley, and they that were on the other side Jordan, saw 
that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were 
dead, they forsook their cities, and fled; and the Philistines 
came and dwelt in them. And on the morrow, when the 
Philistines came to -strip the slain, they •found the bodies of 
Saul and his three sons on Mount Gilboa. And they -cut off 
his head, and stripped off his -armour, and sent into the land of 
the Philistines round about., to publish it in the house of their 
idols, and among the people. And they put his armour in 
the house of Ashtaroth: and they •fastened his body to the 
wall of Bethshan. 

When the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that which 
the Philistines had done to Saul; all the valiant men arose, 
and went all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies 
of bis sons from the wall of Bethshan, and came to Jabesh, 
and •burnt them there. And they took their bones, and buried 
them -under a tree at Jabesh, and •fasted seven days. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

nasard—behind the rest; David and without having fret inquired of the Lord; 
bis men formed the last of the companies now ho feels himself in such trouble that 
under the command of Achish. 	 Divine counsel and aid eau alone avail. 

Osis fellow--a contemptuous and offensive  Abiathar, the priant, the son of Ahimelech, 

epithet. David exposed himself to tempta- W8S with him. 

tion and to incuit when he hastily renoune- : faint—weak; unable to proceed, because 
ed the protection of God in the wilderness of their march from Ziklag te Aphek, and 
of Engedi for that of Achiah, the Philistine their rapid return. 
king. 	 ,ereaat—he was a slave, a captive of one 

ado rsa y —en opponent. 	 of this Amalekite horde; In the hasty 
aoramended -praised ; applauded. 	retreat of the Amalekites with the spoils of 

had piundered—they took advantage of bis Ziklag, this slave had fallen sick, and was 
absence tc, retaliate, by plundering sud unable te keep up with the party, vo he was 
burning Zikiag, and taking captives au the left, either to perish, or to do what best he 

women and children. 	 could for himself. This inhuman set of 

mgvired 
the error of David in rushing the Amalekite, was speedily visited with an 

into these cireuinstances of temptation and overwhelming retribution. 

trial, In the land of the Philistines, resulted ! nnote—he found them In a state of dis-

no doubt from a hastily formed decision, order and quite unprepared for an attack ; 
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PERIOD V.] 	"THE FIELD OF GILBOA." 

he therefore speedily routed them, staying 
with the sword as many as did not escape. 
Leeson 21, 'utterly.' 

remnered—got back; it was not muai in 
their wars to destroy women and children 
but to retain them as slaves. 

spoil—goods taken from an opposing 
party; the despoiling of one party is the 
enriching of another. David recovered not 
only the goods which they had taken from 
Ziklag, but much additional booty belong-
ing te the Amalekites themselves. 

,hare—David's natural love of justice 
prevailed over the injustice which some of 
his rude soldiers would have willingly 
committed. 

presenis—the presents sent by David 
prove that bis heart was with hie own 
people, and aiso that the spoils obtained 
from the Amalekites were very great. 

armour-bearer—his faithful follower, 
whose name is not recorded. Jewish tradi-
tions say lie was Doeg, the Edomite. 

Urea similar request was made by 
Abimelech at Thebez, when he found that 
a stone cast upon him by a woman would 
inevitably cause his death. Lesson 38, 

fortress.' 

fell upon it—suicide in eastern countries 
is of such race occurrence that it becomes a 
proof in Saul's case of his mental and moral 
imbecility. Doubtless his mind shrunk 
from the grievous indignities whioh the 
Philistines would inflict on him if they 
found him alive. 

strip the slain—clothing being costly, and 
not so easily procurable as in our day, the 
spoils of the dead and wounded after a 
battle were of considerable importance te 
the victors. 

found—they were distinguishable by their 
size and their clothing; their personal  

appearance must also have been known te 
many of the Philistines. 

cut off—a common trophy of war; David 
eut off Goliath's head. Lesson 46. 

armour—this was dedicated to their idol 
as an expression of gratitude for their 
victory, and of devotion te their goddess. 
Lesson 33, ` Ashtaroth.' The practice of 
depositing banners and standards obtained 
from an enemy in time of war in churches, 
bas come down te our own times. 

fastened—by large hooks upon which 
criminals were hanged, according te caetera 
customs. 

inhabitants, 8fc.—this le apleasing instance 
of the gratitude which the men of Jabesh-
gilead, fait towards their deliverer. 

burnt—the practise of burning the dead 
which prevailed among many of the nations 
of antiquity, was not common amongthe 
Hebrews. The men of Jabesh resorted to 
it, no doubt, in order te secure the remains 
of those unhappy  princes from further 
exposure and insult. This la the first 
mention we have of the practice in Tarse!, 
but afterwards it became somewhat 
general till the time of the return from 
the Babylonish Captivity. 

under a tree—that la that their graves 
might be afterwards recognized. 

fartes-in season of affliction it was a 
religious duty in Israel te abstain frein 
food. These faste were strictly observed, 
and during their continuance every species 
of gratification and pleasure was avoided. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTER. 
APRKK—the place et which the Philis-

tines encamped in the valley of Jezreel. 
Bases—a brook which falls into the 

Mediterranean Sea south of Gaza. 
SExnsnwe—' bouse of rest;' a city in 

Western Manasseh, net far from the 
Jordan, also called 8cythopolis. 

THE FIELD OF GILBOA. 
"THEY FOUND SAUL AND HI$ THREE SONS FALLEN IN MOUNT GILBOA" 

The sun of the morning look'd forth from his throne, 
And beam'd on the face of the dead and the dying; 

For the yell of the strife, like the thunder had flown, 
And red on Gilboa the carnage was lying. 
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DAVID LAMENT 3 FOR SAUL AND JONATHAN. [ 1095-975 B.c. 

And there lay the husband that lately was prest 
To the beautiful cheek that was tearless and ruddy; 

But the claws of the eagle were fix'd in his breast, 
And the beak of the vulture was busy and bloody. 

And there lay the son of the widow'd and sad, 
Who yesterday went from her dwelling for ever; 

Now the wolf of the hills a sweet carnival had, 
On the delicate limb that had ceas'd not to quiver! 

And there came the daughter, the delicate child, 
To hold up the head that was breathless and hoary; 

And there came the maiden, all frantic and wild, 
To kiss the lov'd lips that were gasping and gory. 

And there came the consort that struggled in vain 
To stem the red tide, of a spouse that bereft her; 

And there came the mother that sunk mid the slain, 
To weep o'er the Last Human stay that was left ber! 

Oh! bloody Gilboa! a curse ever lie 
Where the king and his people were slaughter'd together; 

May the dew and the rain leave thy herbage to die, 
Thy flocks to decay, and thy forests to wither ! 

W. Knox. 

54. DAVID'S LAMENT. HE IS ANOINTED KING. 
2 Samuel i-ii. 7. 

Two days after David had recovered the spoil of Ziklag, a 
man came to him out of the camp of Saul and informed him of 
Saul's death, and that of Jonathan. As David questioned him, 
he •acknowledged that, at Saul's desire, he had slain him after 
he had fallen ; and he •brought Saul's •crown and •bracelet to 
David. Then David mourned and wept, and fasted till even. 
David again questioned the young man, and said, " How! 
wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the 
Lord's anointed ?" And he told one of his young men to fall 
on him, and slay him. The man was an Amalekite. 

David then lamented greatly for Saul and Jonathan, 
saying," The •beauty of Israel is slain upon thy •high 
places: how are the •mighty fallen! Tell it not in Gat/a, 
•puhlish it not in the streets of Askelon; ]est the •daughters of 
the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised 
•triumpli. Ye mountains of Gilboa, •let there be rio dew, 

157 



PERIOD V.] DAVID ANOINTED KING AT HEBRON. 

neither let there be rain upon you, nor -fields of offerings; for 
there the -shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield 
of Saul, as though he had not been anointed with oil. Saul 
and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in 
their death they were not divided." He said of Jonathan, 
"How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle ! O 
Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine bigh places. I am distressed 
for thee my brother Jonathan; very pleasant hast thou been 
unto me: -thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love 
of women. How are the mighty fallen !" 

David •inquired of the Lord, saying, "Shah I go up into 
any of the cities of Judah ?" And the Lord said unto him, 
"Go up." And David said, °l Whither shall I go up ?" And lie 
said, I' Unto Hebron." So David went up thither, and his men 
that were with him, every man with his household: and they 
dwelt in the cities of Hebron. And the men éf Judah came, 
and there they anointed David king over the •house of Judah. 
And they told David that the •men of Jabesh-gilead were 
they that -buried Saul. And David sent messengers unto 
the men of Jabesh-gilead, and said unto them," Blessed be ye 
of the Lord, that ye have shewed this kindness unto your 
lord, even unto Saul, and have buried him. And now the 
Lord shew kindness and truth unto you; and -I also will re-
quite you this kindness, because ye have done this thing. 
Therefore now let your hands be strengthened, and be ye 
valiant: for your master Saul is dead, and also the house of 
Judah have anointed me :king over them." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
acknowledged—thinking that he would be than bands bearing marks denoting the 

rewarded by David for his tidings, he dignity of the wearer. 
accused himself of a crime of which he pr'—bracelets were generaliy worn 
had not been guilty. 	 above the elbow, and were recognised as 

brought—he had been among the first to badges of royalty; they were richly mo-
discover the bodies of Saul and his sons, broidered and jewelled ; those worn by the 
and finding the jewela upon the slain, he present king of Perlia are valued at nearly 
brought thgm to David, having previously a million of British money. 
concocted the story he related. 	 beauty ,q{ Israel—referring to the moral 

crown--probably a metallic band studded beauty of Jonathan's character, wha® 
with gold sud jewels, worn round the tenderness, fidelity, and magnanimity ut 
lower part of Saul's helmet. Many of the I soul rendered him an object of admintM 
war-crowns in ancient times were no more to all Israel. 
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LAMENT FOR SAIIL AND JONATHAN. [1095-975 B.C. 

bigli places—Mount Gilboa; mountains of 
Israel; "O Jonathan, thon wast slain upon 
thine own mountains." 

asigMy—Lesson 45 records one of Joua-
than's mighty exploits. 

publish—to make a thing known by public 
announcement. 

daughiera—it was the practice for the 
young women in times of successful war to 
assemble in companies, and chant the 
praises of their victorious friends, and the 
downfal of their enemies. Lessen 47, 
answered.' 
triumph—rejoice, shout with joy. 

Id—no dew, Qru—a striking malediction, 
expressive of the poignancy of David's 
grief. The fruitfulness of the earth de-
pends upon heaven. The worst thing 
David could wish to the mountains of 
Gilboa was barrenness. 

fedds of offerings—The fruitfulness of 
earth must be devoted to beaven—neither 
by pasture, nor cultivation, should Gilboa 
yield the offerings prescribed by the law. 

ihidd, 4-c--as if he had not been a king, 
but a common soldier. 

Ory lore tome, 4-c.—at this time Michal 
was married to another, while Jonathan's 
love to David only ended with hie life. 

inquired—before taking any important 
step, David endeavoured to ascertain his 
course by asking counsel of God. 

house of Judah—the tribe of Judah had 
become so numerous and powerful, that the 
distinction between it and the other tribes, 
which took place at the commencement of 
liebobesw'a reign, began now to appear. 

slen q(—Saul'a reign commenced with an 
expedition for their succour, when Nahash, 
the Ammonite, besieged them; this 
assistance they nover forgot Lesson 44. 

buri,d —to romain unburied was esteemed 
a calamity of no ordinary kind, as well as 
highly dishonouring. The natural feelings 
of respect for the remains of a deceased 
friend suggest the propriety of decent and 
solemn attention to the offices of burial, 
For a body to remain exposed to the beeste 
and birds of prey, who would in a few 
hours reduce it to a skeleton, would be 
quite ignominious; hence when David 
replied to Goliath's challenge he este, "I 
will smite tbee and take thine head from 
thee, and I will give the caresses of the 
host of the Philistines this day unto the 
fowls of the air, and te the wild beasts of 
the earth." Lesa. 83, 'tenderly,' 85, 'doge.' 

Iwi1—what a noble spirit of forgiveness 
and forgetfulness of injuries ie here exem-
plified by David! He promises to reward 
the men of Jabesh for their respectful and 
dutiful regard to the remains of bis greatest 
enemy. Lesson 53, ' inhabitants.' 

king—the tribe to whicb David belonged 
—Judah, was the first to raise him to that 
dignity to which be was appointed ; Lests. 45, 
' anointed.' There were now two rival 
claims to the kingdom of Israel, the bouse 
of David and that of Saul. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
GATH AND ASKELON-tWO of the moet 

famed cities of the Philistines; Gath la 
frequently mentioned in the wars of the 
Israelites against the Philistines; Aakelon 
was a maritime city, on the shores of the 
Mediterranean. 

DAVIDS LAMENT OVER SAUL AND JONATHAN. 

.'THE B6AUrY OF ISRAEL IS SLAIN...HOW ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN:, 

Weep for thine offspring, childless !arae), weep; 
Slain on their mountains, strength and beauty lie; 

Fallen are the mighty, to her native steep 
As turns the wounded antelope to die. 

Oh, let not Ascalon our grief proclaim, 
Nor Gath the burden of our sorrow know; 

Lest their proud daughters glory in our shame, 

And miebelieving triumph mock our woe 
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PERIOD V.] ABNER PROCLAIMS ISHBOSHETH KING. 

No sheaves of offering in thy valleys swell, 
No dews, Gilboa, fertilize thy field! 

Parch'd be thy summit, where the mighty fell, 
Where hands anointed cast away their shield! 

From Saul how keenly flash'd the lifted blade ! 
How strong the bow from Jonathan recoud! 

Their arms the warrior's boldest breast dismay'd, 
The proud discomfited, the wealthy spoil'd. 

One in their lives where fame and friendship led, 
One undivided couch in death they find, 

Foil'd by their prowess, cowering lions fled, 
And toil-worn eagles flagg'd their speed behind. 

Weep ye for Saul, whose bounteous hand, and brave, 
On beauty lavish'd spoils which valour gain'd, 

Daughters of Israel, weep for him who gave 
Gold wrought with jewels, vests with purple stain'd! 

Fall'n are the mighty! war lias rear'd their tomb; 
On bis own mountains Jonathan is slain: 

What pangs, my brother, waken at thy doom! 
Thine heart, how loving, how belov'd again ! 

For me thy friendship burn'd with purer flame, 
Than glows the bridal bosom for her lord !- 

Fallen are the mighty! Israel mourn thy shame; 
War's spear is shatter'd—blunted is his sword! 

SMEDLEY. 

55. ISHBOSHETH PROCLAIMED KING. 
2 Samuel ii. 8-iv. 

Abner, the captain of Saul's host, took •Ishhosheth, the 
remaining son of Saul, and brought him to Mahanaim in 
Gilead; and there proclaimed him king over Gilead, and over 
all Israel; but the house of Judah followed David. Soon after, 
the •servants of Ishbosheth and the servants of David met 
together at the •pool of Gibeon. •Twelve of each party arose to 
fight at Abner's desire; and they caught every one bis fellow 
by the -head, and thrust his sword in his fellow's side ; so they 
fell down together: wherefore that place was called Helkatlt-
Hazzurim. And there was a very •sore battle that day : and 
Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the set-
vants of David. Three sons of -Zeruiah were there—•Joab. 
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DEATH OF ABNFR—AND OF ISHBOSHETH. [1095-975 B.C. 

-Abishai, and Asahel; and Asahel was as light of foot as a •wild 
roe. Asahel pursued Abner that day, and he would not leave 
following him, then Abner smote him with the •hinder end of 
his spear and slew him. 

There was war between Ishbosheth and David, and the 
•house of David •waxed greater, but. that of Saul became weaker. 
Abner •quarrelled with Ishbosheth, and soon after •revolted to 
David. At this time David sent messengers to Ishbosheth, 
requiring that his wife Michal, Saul's daughter, should be 
given up to him. Ishbosheth took her from •Phaltiel, her 
husband, and sent her. Phaltiel followed her weeping, but 
•Abner told him to return. Abner found that the elders of 
Israel were willing to join David. But Joab was jealous of 
Abner, and told David that he came to deceive him; and as 
Abner departed from David, Joab went after him, took him 
aside to speak to him quietly, and •slew hm; Abishai, Joab's 
brother, was also present. So Joab •and Abishai slew Abner, 
because he had slain their brother Asahel at Gibeon in the 
battle. David mourned exceedingly for the death of Abner ; he 
said to his servants," Know ye not that there is a •prince and 
a `great man fallen this day in Israel ?" Of Joab and Abishai 
he said," The Lord shall reward the doer of evil according to 
his wickedness." 

When Ishbosheth heard that Abner was dead, he and all 
his people were troubled. Two of his captains, •Rechab and 
Baanah, went into the house of Ishbosheth, smote him, and 
beheaded him. They took his head to David, saying they had 
brought him the head of his enemy. And David answered 
Rechab and Baanah his brother, and said unto them, "As the 
Lord liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all adversity, 
when one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, (thinking he 
had brought me good tidings, and that I would have given him 
a reward) •I took hold of him and slew him in Ziklag, how 
much more, when wicked men have slain a righteous person 
in his own bouse upon his •bed P shall I not therefore now 
require his blood of your hand, and take you away from the 
earth ?" He then commanded his young men to •clay them. 
The head of Ishbosbeth was buried in the •sepulchre of 
Abner in Hebron. 
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PERIOD V.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Ishbosketh—' man of shame;' follow-
ing the natural order of hereditary 
.accession—Abner proclaimed Ishbo-
abeth king; but God had previously 
announced Saule successor. Less. 45. 

servants—the army of each party. 
pool—so extensive was Ibis sheet of 

water that Jeremiah writes of it as' the 
great waters.' Chapter xli. 12. 

Tweloe—in those semi-barbarous times 
it was not uncommon fora few men out 
of two contending armies to stand forth 
and light, for the amusement rmdstimu-
lation of the main body on either side. 

de.ire—the first to propose this brutal 
sport was the first ta flee—Abner's party 
having been routed nnddefeated by Joab 
and bis men. 

head—either the beard or the hair of 
the head ; it does not appear that the 
Hebrewa bad adopted the practice of 
shaving off the heerds and cropping the 
heads of their fighting-men, which after-
wards prevailed in o Cher countries where 
the beard was equally venerated. The 
length of the beard and poll afforded a 
convenient hold te an enemy in battle, 
hence' the deeirableness of soldiers dis-
pensing with long hair. 

sore—deadly; destructive. 
Zeruiah—I he sister of David, and the 

mothrr of Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. 
Joab—` Jehovah father ;' lie was a 

valiant man, and very faitbfal to David 
till the time of Adonijah's anti+piracy; 
(Lesson bit); in disposition he was re-
vengeful sud fi-rodons; lie was the gen-
eral of David's army fora long period. 

Abi..hai—was aise a mighty men, and 
one of David'.. chiefeapteins. Less.48, 
'three,' sud 51, ' Abishai.' 

Asahel--' creature of God ;' his close 
pursuit of Abner, in despite of Abner'. 
warning entreety to turn aside, led to 
his own death, and the perpetration of 
other bloody deeds in retaliation. 

wild rue—the gazelle ie the animal 
,apposed to be referred to ; its graceful 
form end motions, its agility, nuit the 
beauty ot its eyes, are celebrated in 
eastern poetry. 

hinder-end—he thrust hie spear back-
as lie continued running before 
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his pursuer; the lower end of the spear 
being armed with iron or brase; Les.51, 
'spear.' 

house—family interest; his prospects. 
waxed—increased; grew. 
quarrelled—it originated in a false 

charge made by Ishbosheth, the nature 
of which implied that Abner had the 
design of assuming the government. 
Abner was very indignant, and threaten-
ed to transfer his allegiance to David. 

renolled—turned from ichboshethwith 
disgust; he knew that Ishbnsheth'scon-
fidence in him was gone, and et the same 
time he contemned the weakness of bis 
character. Acting under feelings of 
pride and rage, Abner allied himself to 
David's interest. 

Phaltiel--during David's exile Saul 
gave Michel to Phaltiel to wife—an art 
both unjustitlable and iniquitous. Her 
consenting to this act of tyranny showed 
want of affection and fidelity to David. 
Michel had lived seven years with 
Phaltiel when David sent te Ishbosheth 
te demand ber return to him. David 
had a perfect right to make this demand; 
it was also prudential that he shouts 
reclaim her, as it would give satisfaction 
to those whowere attached te the family 
of Seul. 

Abner told—it was one of the con-
ditions imposed upon Abner by David, 
that lie should cause Michel to return 
before lie woiild receive him as a gene-
ral of his army. 

slew him—the laws regulating blood-
revenge did not apply to Joab, so that lie 
was by no nieuns justified' in acting the 
part of' avenger of blood' Asabel fell 
in war, being clam by Abnerreluclantly 
and in sell'-defence.; moreover, Joab 
met Abner, not scan avenger et blood, 
but ses friend,while speaking peaceably 
to bite, be .mote him in a treacherous 
and dastardly manner, thus sbedding 
"the blood of war in peace." Lesa. 6.. 

and—Abisbai assisted in the murder 
after Joab bad thrust his sword into 
Abner's side. 

prince—the conduct and bearing of 
Abner during the progress of that 
l'rieudly negociation, between David 



REMORSE OF THE EVIL-DOER. [1095-975 B.C. 

and the elders of Israel, had most 
favourably impressed David's mind as 
to his uprightness and ability. 

Rechab and Baaanah—these two men 
were Benjamites, of the same tribe with 
Saul, and consequently ought to have 
bren the more faithful and honest to 
Saal's family. 

1 look—meaning, I commanded tbat 
lie should be taken and slain; this ie 
according to the practice of ascribing to 
the ruling power the deeds of those who 
aet under his instructions. 

bed—it was at noon when the heat 
was oppressive and Ishbosheth was 
at rest, (Lesson 52, 'sit') that these 
wicked men, pretending that theywant- 

ed to pass through the house for some 
wheat, came upon their master and slew 
him. 

slag them—after they were slain, their 
hands and feet were eut off, the latter 
for having dormi to enter their master's 
room with a bloody intent, and the 
former as the more immediate instru-
ments of the murder. 

sepulchre of, «c.tbe Hebrews had 
both public and private banal places; 
the former were in retiredlaces gene-
rally without the walls of cities, while 
the latter were in private gardens, en-
closed fields, within cities, and even 
within houses. Caves were sometimes 
used as burying places. Lesa. 9, 'cave.' 

REMORSE. 

«THE LORD SHALL REWARD THE DOER OF £VIL ACCORDING TO HIS WICKEDNESS." 

Woe! woe to him whose heart is black, 
With evil deeds that sting and stain; 

And blasted like the lightning's track, 
That stretches o'er the summer plain! 
To him for all it doth contain, 

Its sun and sky, its flowers and streams, 
The earth is but a dark domain; 

All swarming with terrific dreams! 

His waking thoughts are like e flame 
That burns within him—fierce, though dim! 

Like fever in his wasting frame, 
That thrills through every quaking limb: 
Hia dreams of rest—no rest to him—

Are 
 

 filled with phantoms of might; 
Phantoms of happy days that swim 

Around him on thp clouds of night. 

Hia life is an oppressive load, 
That hangs upon him like a curse; 

For all the pleasure-thoughts that glowed, 
Are now extinguished by Remorse! 
And death—oh, death! 'tifs worse! 'tis worse! 

How dreadful in the grave to lie, 
Yet sleep not!—evermore to nurse 

The worm that will not, cannot die 
W. Kr ox. 
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56. DAVID AGAIN ANOINTED. 
2 Samuel v. vi. 

After the death ofishbosheth •all the tribes came to Hebron 
and they •anointed David •king over Israel. At this time 
David said the •ark of God should be brought up from 
Kirjath jearim. Jerusalem was then inhabited by the Jebus-
it~rs. David said that whosoever smote the Jebusites first 
should be •chief and captain. So Joab went up and became 
chief. Then David dwelt in the castle, and they •called it the 
City of David. David greatly -improved Jerusalem, and 
•Hiram, king of Tyre, sent messengers to him with presents, 
and the •workmen of Tyre built David a •house. And David 
•perceived that the Lord had establi.'hed him king over Israel, 
and that he had •exalted his kingdom for -his people Israel's 
sake. When the Philistines heard that David was king, they 
came against him in the valley of Rephaim. David askéd 
•counsel of God, if he should go against them. God said he 
should go, and he smote them there, and •burned their idols. 
Again they came against him, and after David had inquired 
of God, he smote them from Geba to Gazer. 

David •gathered together 30,000 of his chosen men to bring 
up the ark of God to Jerusalem. It was placed on a new 
•cart, and •Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, draye the 
cart, and David and all the bouse of Israel played before the 
Lord on ail manner of instruments—on •harps, •psalteries, 
timbrels, cornets, and on •cymbals. And when they came to 
Nachon's -threshing floor, Uzzah put. forth his hand to the ark 
of God, and •took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and he slew 
him there for his error; for the Levites were not per-
initted to touch the holy things. And David was •displeased, 
because the Lord had made a breach upon Uzzah ; and he 
called the name of the place Perez-Uzzah, to this day. And 
David was afraid of the Lord that day, and said," How shall 
the ark of the Lord come to me ?" So David would not 
remove the ark of the Lord unto him into the city of David; 
but David carried it aside into the bouse of •Obed-edom, the 
Gittire, where it remained for •three months. It Kvas afterwards 
told David that the Lord had blessed Obed• edom, and all 
that he had; so David went and •brought up the ark to 
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DAVID BRINGS THE ARK TO JERUSALEM. [1095-975 B.C. 

Jerusalem with gladness. And David •danced before the 
Lord with all his might. And as the ark was brought 
into the city, Michal saw David dancing before it, and she 
:despised him. So they brought the ark of God, and set 
it in the midst of the •tent that David had pitched for it; and 
they offered burnt-sacrifices and peace-offerings before God. 
And when David had made an end of offering the burnt-offer-
ings and the peace-offerings, he blessed the people in the name 
of the Lord. And he dealt to every one of Israel, both man 
and woman, to every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece of 
flesh, and a flagon of wine. And he appointed certain of the 
Levites to •minister before the ark of the Lord, and to •record, 
and to thank and praise the Lord God of Israel. Then David 
returned to •bless his household; and Michal came to meet 
him, saying," •How glorious was the king of Israel to-day, 
who danced before the handmaids of his servants as one of 
the -vain fellows." And David said unto Michal," •It was 
before the Lord which chose me before thy father, and •before 
all his house, to appoint me ruler over Israel; therefore wi]1 
I •play before the Lord." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
s(—tbey plainly saw that God had "let us bring again the ark of our God, 

appointed David to be their king, the for tee inquired not at it in the deys of 
last of Saul's sons being now no more. Saul." In proposing the re establish- 

anoinied—he lied reigned seven years ment of the service of the tabernacle, 
and six mouths over Jedah, in Hebron ; he accuses not Saul alone for the long 
now bis reign commenced over Israel. and shameful neglect of the Lord's 
Thos David wax anointed three times ; ordinances but includes the entire 
first, by Samuel, as the Lord's chosen nation in the guilty omission. 
successor to Saul; second, by the men 	chief and captain—the rewnrd of the 
of Judah, as their king, and in antici- conqueror's bravery should be the chief 
pation of a more widely extended king- command. The length of time the 
dam; third, by all, and over ell Israel. Jebusites held possession of the strong- 

kiag;t the time of his installation be hold, in despite of the efforts of the 
entered intoacovenantwith the people, Israelites to subdue it, made them ar-
pledging himself to the faithful dis- rogant; they imagined in their conceit 
charte of certain duties, while the and self confidence, that if but the blind 
peop 8, through their elders, did the and the lame of their people were to 
same. A covenant similar to this was man the battlements, David's host could 
entered into at Saul's inauguration in not subdue it. Joab obtained access by 
the presence of Samuel. 	 meaus of uud,•rground passages. 

ark—David's proposal was conveyed 	called it—because captured yhie men 
in language characteristic of bis piety and et bis suggestion; it was also called 
and candour; he said to the head+ of the strong-hold of Mount Zion. 
the people and to all the congregation, 	Hira,n—was a personal friend of both 
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PERIOD V.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

David and Solomon; under bis wise 
and happy reign Tyre increased ir 
wealth and magnificence to e degree 
previously unknown. 

workmen—the Israelites were behinc 
many other nations in their knowledge 
of the arts; the Tyrians, on the other 
band, were justly famed as skilled arti• 
ficers. The bondage of the Hebrews ir 
Egypt, and their comparatively recent 
settlement in Canaan, will account foi 
their backwardness in the arts and 
luxuries of older countries. 

house—a palace corresponding to hi: 
dignity, and the predicted greatness ol 
his kingdom. 

perceived—being a man who piousl~ 
watched the indications of God's will ir 
the events of life, David inferred froc 
the successes of bis army, the remova'. 
of all claim to the sovereignty on th,. 
part of Sanl'a family, bis acknowledg. 
ment by all the tribes, and the friendl3 
conduct of Hiram, that the Lord Got 
had firmly seated him on the throne. 

exalted—lifted op; made great in th( 
esteem of other nations. 

hispeople—David viewed his elevation 
as Joseph looked upon bis, when Pha. 
raoh exalted him—not for bis persona 
honour or family aggrandisement, bu 
for flic benefit of the people over whon< 
the Lord had made him ruler. 

burned—by God's command, " Ye shal 
barn their graven images with fire—thi 
graven images of their goda shall yi 
burn with fire.' Dent. vii. 5,25. 

counsel—instruction; advice; tbe truc 
secret of success, known to all govt 
men, is that of asking counsel of God. 

gathered—this immense array way 
chosen out of ail the tribes, so that al 
tbe peuple should feel interested in tbi 
te-establishment of the Lord's service. 

cari—they should not have donc this 
the command being, "that the Kohath 
ices should bear il upon their shoulders: 
The Philistines placed the ark on a nevi 
cart, (Less. 42), but they were ignoras 
of the laws relating to its removal, an( 
besides, the Levites were uot present. 

Vzzah—'strength;' he and bis bro 
ther Ahio were signally punished for t 
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thoughtless disregard of the instruc- 
tions given to tbe Levites. 

harp—a well-known instrument of 
music with strings, it was much used 
among the Hebrews both in religions 
services and in entertainments. 

psalterg—a stringed instrument, some-
what like the harp, principally used in 
the religions services of the Hebrews. 

timbrer—a musical instrument similar 
to the tabret. Lesson 47, ' tabret.' 

cornet—a wind instrument; a kind of 
horn more or less carved. 

cym6a1s•—metallic plates held in each 
hand, which] when struck together, pro-
duced e shrill ringing sound. 

threshing floor—Less. 37, 'thresbed ;' 
'bide it.' 

look hold—did they forget this pro-
hibition," the sons of Kobath shall not 
touch any holy thing, lest they die?" 
Numbers iv. 15. 

error—transgression; rashness. 
displeased—dismayed; terrified ; griev. 

ed and disappointed. 
Obed-edom—' serving Edom ;' he was 

a Levity of Gath-hepber. 
three months—during wbieh time the 

blessing of Jehovah rested on the house 
in which the ark remained. 

brought upon this occasion the 
former improprieties were avoid 
David laid aside his robes and apps 
as one of the Levites. It ta supposed 
that Psalm lxviii. was composed by 
David and song at this time. 

danced—moving in lime with the 
solemn music. Less. 23, • dancing.' 

despised—thought that he debased 
himself by setting aside bis dignity and 
lhe externals of a king. 

lent—a new tabernacle ; not that 
erected by Moses, which was et Gibeon, 
but a temporary one set np by David. 
minister—to serve according to the 

ordinances of the law. 
record—to recite the wondroas acts 

of Jehovah. 
bless—after David lied blessed the 

congregation, & diffused among them e 
feeling of holy contentment, he returned 



"CHRISTIAN WORSHIP." 	[1095-975 B.C. 
home lo promote the same spirit in his 
own household. 

how glorious—the daughter of Saul 
said this in haughty ridicule, for David 
made himself too popular for her ideas 
of kingly reserve. 

vain fellows—low persons who were 
ready to act any sort of buffoonery. 

It was, djc. this was David's justi-
tcation; be danced before the Lord, in 
~rhose eyes all men are alike, and not 
before, nor for the gratification of, a 
fellow-creature. 

before—instead of Saul and his bouse. 
play—express my joy in an audible 

and active manner. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

BIRJATf4EARIM—' city of forests;' 
a town of the Gibeonites, in Judah; it 
was also called Kirjath-Baal. 

JEBasITRS — these warlike people 
maintained possession of a strong. 
bold, wbich stood on one of the bills 
:orming the site of Jerusalem, from the  

time of Josbua to tbe reign of David—a 
period of four-hundred years. They 
also occupied other portions of the city 
in conjonction with the Israelites. 
Lesson 32,'Jebusites;' 'Jerusalem.' 

TYRE—'rock;' a celebrated city of 
Phornicia, in the division of Asher; it 
was probably founded by the Sidonians, 
from whose city it was distant about 
thirty miles south-west. In the time 
of Joshua it was a flourishing and forti-
fied place, and called "the strong city 
of Tyre." Its distance from Jerusalem 
was about ninety miles. The wealth, 
commerce, luxury, and might of this 
magnificent city, now in ruina, were 
celebrated for ages and known in all 
countries. Lesson 123, 'Tyre.' 

REPHAtM—the city of Rephaim, near 
Jerusalem, was so called from the race 
of giants who inhabited it. It is sup-
posed that Og, king of Basban, was one 
of them. 

GRBA and GAZER—Geba was in the 
north of Benjamin; the situation of 
Gazer is uncertain. 

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. 

O Thou to whom, ii 
The lyre of Hebrew 
Whom kings ador'd 
And prophets prais'd 

ancient time, 
bards was strung, 
in songs sublime, 
with glowing tongue. 

Not now on Zion's height alone, 
Thy favour'd worshipper may dwell, 
Nor where, at sultry noon, thy Son 
Sat weary, by the patriarch's well. 
From every place below the skies, 
The grateful song, the fervent prayer,—
The incense of the heart,—may rise 
To heaven, and find acceptance there. 
To Thee shall age with snowy hair, 
And strength and beauty bend the knee, 
And childhood lisp, with revereut air 
Its praises and its prayers to Thee! 
O Thou, to whom, in ancient Lime, 
The lyre of prophet bards was strung, 
To Thee, at last, in every cline 
Shall temples rise, and praise he sung. 

PIERPOINT. 
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57. DAVID RESOLVES TO BUILD A TEMPLE. 
2 Samuel vii.-ix. 

When David had rest from bis enemies, he resolved to 
build a •temple to the Lord, for the ark of God to be placed in; 
but the Lord sent the prophet •Nathan unto him to say," Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, I took thee from the •sheepcote, 
from. following the sheep, to be •ruler over my people, over 
Israel: and I was with thee whithersoever thon wentest, ani 
have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have mad-- 
thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that 
are in the earth. And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou 
shalt •sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, 
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house 
for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom ?or 
ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If ie 
commit iniquity, I will •chasten him with the •rod of men, aid 
with the stripes of the children of men : but my mercy shall 
not depart away from him, •as I took it from Saul, whom I pub 
away before thee. And thine •house and thykingdomshall bt 
established •for ever." Then went king David in and •sat befori 
the Lord; and he said, "Who am I, O Lord God? and what is 
my house, that thon hast brought me hitherto? And this was 
yet •a small thing in thy sight, O Lord God; but thou hast 
spoken also of thy servants house for a great while to come : 
and is this the •manner of man, O Lord God? Thou art great, 
O Lord God: for there is none like thee, neither is there any 
God besides thee, according to all that we have heard with 
our ears. And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, 
even like Israel, whom God went to •redeem for •a people to 
himself, and to •make him a name, and to do for you great 
things, and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thon 
redeemest to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their 
gode? For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to 
be a people unto thee for ever: and thon, Lord, art become 
•their God. And now, O Lord God, thou art God, ant thy 
words be true, and thon hast promised this goodness unto thy 
servant. Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of 
thy servant, that it may continue for ever before thee: for 
thon, O Lord God, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing let 
the house of thy servant be blessed for ever." 
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DAVID's KINDNESS TO MEPHIBOSHETH. r1095-975 B.C. 

David subdued the Philistines, and the Moabites became 
his servants. He also smote 'Hadadezer, king of Zoba/l, and 
the Syrians who came to help Hadadezer. He put garrisons 
in Damascus: and the Syrians became his servants. And the 
Lord preserved David whithersoever he went. •Toi, king of 
Hamaill, sent his son to David with vessels of gold, of silver, 
and of brass: and David dedicated them unto the Lord, with 
all the gold, and silver, and brass which he obtained from the 
conquered nations. David also 'conquered Edom. He 
governed his people with justice and kindness. 

David inquired if any of Saul's house were left. He wished 
to shew kindness to them, 'for Jonathan's sake. 'Ziba, a 
servant of Saul, told David of 'Mephibosheth, a son of 
Jonathan, who was -lame of his feet. Mephibosheth was 
at Lo-debar. David sent for him, and told him that he 
would restore to him all the 'land of Saul, and that he 
should 'eat at his table. He then appointed Ziba to be 
•steward to Mephibosheth. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

• temple--é place for the worship of 
God, in which the rites of the national 
religion would be performed. 

Nathan—' given he was a prophet 
in whom David had confidence' his 
character was that of a firm friend and 
yet a faithful reprover. 

sheep-cote —an uncovered enclosure 
into which the sheep were gathered et 
night, ot in limes of danger, or for the 
purpose of shearing. 

renter—to perform the office of shepherd 
to kit people. Bing% are figuratively 
called shepherds in the scriptures. 
Ezek. xxxiv. 10, 23. 

sleep--death is frequently called sleep 
in the scripture.. 

cksstn-correct; punish; subdue bis 
rebellions spirit. 

rod of men, doc.—some of bis fellow-
leen sbonld be made the instrumenta of 
punishment. 

as I took—Lesson 45, 'bath sought 
49,' I know.' 

bosse--family; descendants. 

for ever —cince the overthrow of Je-
rusalem by the Romans, and the conse-
quent dissolution of the kingdom of 
Judah, Jesus Cbriat, the son of David, 
and anti-type of Solomon, continue% to 
reign over all the spiritual seed of Israel, 
"for be must reign till he shall have put 
all enemies under his feet." 

sat—sitting on the heels is e respect-
fui posture in the estimation of orientais, 
among whom it le common. 

a small thing—the blessings already 
conferred upon bis family were small 
compared with those now promised 
them for a great while to come. 

manner of man—if those of our fellow-
men who are indebted te us for faveurs 
exhibit an nnthaukful spirit we generally 
forsake them; il is not so with God, he 
remains faithful to his promises. 

redeem—he purchased their liberty 
from the bondage of Egypt et the price 
of Egypt's first horn. 	I gave Egypt 
for tby ransom, I have redeemed thee." 
Isaiah xliii. 3. 
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PERIOD V.] 	THE SUPREMACY OF JEHOVAH. 

a people—they ahonld be distinct from 
e11 other people, and be to him a peculiar 
treasure. 

make—that the knowledge of bis 
existence, power, dominion & holiness 
should be preserved amid the universal 
idolatry of mankind. 

their God—in a peculiar manner; by 
giving them a form of national worship 
and civil government which should keep 
them from the idolatrous practices of 
the heathen. 

Hadadexer—David routed Hadadezer 
three times; in one battle lie took 1000 
chariots with their horses; nine ont of 
ten of the horses were destroyed, as the 
Israelites were forbidden to use them in 
war lest their reliance on God should be 
diminished. Dent. xvii. 16; Joah. xi. 6. 
They did not employ horses either in 
travelling or in agriculture, and if they 
had sold them, they would have come 
into the possession oftheirneighbouring 
enemies. Probably David kept a tenth 
of the horses for show and state. 

Toi—he had a quarrel with Hadad-
ezer, and was much gratified with 
David's successes. 

conquered—David placed garrisons 
of soldiers in varions parts of Edom, 
after defeating the army ot'the Edom-
ites, thus bringing them in subjection; 
and fulfilling the promise of the Lord to 
Rebekah, "the elder shall serve the 
younger." ltwasalsoin agreement with 
Isaae's blessings on his sons which 
secured to Jacob lordship over bis 
brethren. Lesson 12. 

for Jonathan's sake—not only did Da-
vid's love for Jonathan impel him to set 
thus kindly to hisson, but the'covenant 
of peace' established between them 
bound him to do so. Less. 47, and 49. 

Ziba—' stature.'  

Mephibosheth—also called Meribbeal. 
lame—when but five years old he fell 

from bis nurse's arms, as she was hastily 
6eeing, when tidings came of the death 
of Saul and Jonathan. 

laid—Saul's private patrimony; tbm 
skewing that David was a man ofjustice 
and equity. 

eat af his table—when the descendants 
of kings, however poor, sit at the royal 
tables in the East they are always 
treated with great respect. Mepbi-
bosheth would be thus treated et Da-
vid's table. 

steward—manager and care-taker of 
his property; he proved a faithlesa ser-
vant. Les. 60,'slandered: 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE& 
ZoBAH—the chief city of Syria before 

the time of David; during bis reign 
Damascus became the capital of 
Assyrie. 

DAmASCns--a city of Syria of great 
antiquity • it lies eastward ofthe mous-
tains caaled Anti-libanus; its chief 
rivers were called Ahana and Pharpar. 
The principal river of Damascus is now 
called the Barrada, which bas several 
tributary streams. The rivera of De-
marcus render it a very fertile locant', 
though on the edge of the desert. It u 
about 136 miles from Jerusalem. 

HAMATH—the capital of the kingdom 
of the same name in Syria, which was 
situated beyond Mount Hermon. 
Hamath was included in the land pro-
mised to Abraham which extended 
northward to the Euphrates ; but it was 
not possessed by the Israelites till the 
time of Solomon, who built store-cities 
in Hamath. 

Lo-D ERAa---a city of Gilead in whfeb 
Mephiboshetb, the lame son of Jos-
athan, was brought up. 

THE DIVINE SUPREMACY. 

"THOU ART GREAT, O LORD GOD, FOR THERE 15 NONE LIRE THEE.'' 

Who is like to thee, O Lord! 
Among gods by man ador'd? 
Who like thee can save and bless, 
Glorious still in holiness ? 
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Fearful yet in praises found, 
Doing wonders all around, 
Gods that bave been, or shall be, 
Never can be named with Thee. 
Thou alone for ever ART, 
Thou alone discern'st the heart; 
Thou alone the thoughts dost try, 
Thou alone canst grace supply. 
In thy providence we see 
Daily, hourly marks of Thee; 
All that charms our sense or sight 
Owns thy rule, and pleads thy right. 
But thy richest crown we trace 
In the myst'ries of thy grace; 
In redemption's matchless scheme 
Own thy love, thy power SUPREME! 

There thou risest to our view 
As our God and Saviour too; 
There we hear thy Spirit's call, 
There we find Thee all in all. 

BARTON. 

58. RABBAH BESIEGED. DAVID'S SIN. 
2 Samuel x.-xii. 

After the death of •Nahash, king of Ammon, his son Hanun 
reigned. David wished to shew kindness to him, and sent 
messengers to comfort him. The princes of Ammon persuad-
ed Hanun that David's messengers were spies. Then Hanun 
took the messengers, •cut off half their beards, and half their 
garments, and •sent them away. David then sent Joab, and 
his mighty men •against Ammon, and the Ammonites •hired the 
Syrians to help them. Joab led part of the army against the 
Syrians, and Abishai led the other part against the Ammonites ; 
and the Syrians and Ammonites fled. Then Hadadezer, king 
of the Syrians, gathered a great army to fight against David, 
who assembled al] the mighty men of Israel, and passed over 
Jordan, and came to Helam where he met. the Syrians. The 
Syrians were •routed and fled, and David slew the men of seven-
hundred chariots of the Syrians and forty-thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach, the captain of the host. Then all the 
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kings that were -servants of Hadadezer made peace with Israel, 
and •served them, So the Syrians feared to help the children 
of Ammon any more. 

The next year David sent Joab to besiege Rabbah, and to 
destroy the Ammonites. While he was away, David took 
Bathsheba, the wife of •Uriah, one of the captains of the army, 
into his house: and he wrote a letter to Joab, telling him to 
place Uriah in the forefront of the battle, so that he might 
be slain. Joab obeyed this letter. Uriah was slain, and his 
wife mourned for him. After her mourning was past, Bath-
sheba became David's wife. The thing that David had done 
displeased the Lord, and he sent Nathan the prophet, to 
reprove him. And he came unto him, •and said unto him, 
"There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other 
poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds; 
but the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, 
which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up toge-
ther with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own 
meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and 
was unto him as a daughter. And there came a -traveller unto 
the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his 
own herd, to dress for the •wayfaring man that was come unto 
him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the 
man that was come to him." And David's anger was greatly 
kindled against the man ; and he said to Nathan, "As the 
Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely 
die : and he shall restore the lamb •fourfold, because he did 
this thing, and because he had no pity." And Nathan said to 
David, "Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, -I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of Saul ; wherefore hast thou -despised the 
commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight? 'thon hast 
killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword,.and hast taken bis 
wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the 
children of Ammon. Now therefore the •sword shall never 
depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife-' 
David -acknowledged his sin, but. Nathan told him that the 
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child of Bathsheba should surely die. The word of the Lord 
was soon fulfilled. - 

Rabbah was taken by Joab, and he sent messengers to 
David •to tel him that he had taken the city. David then 
went to Rabbah; the city was entered, the •king's crown was 
set on David's head, and there was spoil in great abundance. 
The people in the city were put to cruel deaths ; under •saws, 
under harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and they were 
made to pass through the brick-kiln. Thus did David unto 
ail the cities of the Ammonites. Soon after the taking of 
Rabbah •Solomon was born. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Nahash—tbe father of genou had 
shown kindness te David, or to some 
of his friends, probably from a dis-
like of Saul; bis defeat by him at 
Jabesb-gilead being a subject of angry 
remembrance. Lesson 4b,' asked: 

rift o, -a greater indignity could not 
have been perpetrated towards David 
and his messengers, for the beard is 
held in high respect in the East, and 
thepossessorconsiders it as hisgreatest 
ornament. The beard is the badge of 
freedom and manhood, while n shaven 
face is a mark of servitude or reproach. 

seat them—they did not return to 
Jerusalem, for David, bearing of the 
transaction, sent messengers ,o meet 
them, saying, "Tarry at Jericho fill 
your beards be grown." The men were 
greatly ashamed. 

ogai ist—not, however, till he heard 
that Horion had mastered bis forces in 
large numbers for battle. 

hired—paid wages for their military 
service; the Syriens would not be 
averse to this engagement, hoping te 
have the satisfaction of wrecking their 
vengeance on Israel. Lesson 57, 

Hadadezer.' 
nn,ied—thrown into confusion, their 

lines of battle being quite broken. 
servante—he had subdued many small-

er states to his sway, extorting from 
them tribute and obedienee. 

serred—instead of being servants by  

compulsion te Hadadezer, they became 
willing allies and tributaries of David. 

Uriah—' lire of the Lord.' 
and said—this is another example of 

the practice so general in the east of 
conveying instruction by meuns of par-
ables. Less. 38, ' pnrahle.' The story 
related by Nathan in strikingly applic-
able to the circumstances of David's 
transgression, and its design was to 
obtain from David a sentence which 
would condemn himself. Leas. 59, 'a 
story.' 

traveller—orientsls feel it a duty to 
treat strangers with hospitality. 

wa,yfaring—tra vel ling ; jnurneying. 
four fold—this was according to the 

law w;iich decreed that whoever killed 
or stole ashee, should make restitution 
four-fold. Exodus xxii. 1. 

/ anointed—referriug to Samuel's 
anointing of David ; Less. 45,'anointed: 

despised— treated with contempt; 
David had disregarded the command. 
ments of the Lord in yielding first to 
the sasgestions of unholy desire, and 
then in adding murder to bide bis sin. 

thou hast—the death of Uriah was 
planned by David, and executed by Joab, 
a-•ting under David's instructions. 
David was therefore the principal in 
ibis wicked plot. 

sword—no sin goes unpunished aveu in 
this life, and every sin bas its corres-
pouding punishment. Les. 33,'requited;' 
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PERIOD V.] 	"THE FALL OF DAVID." 
Lesson 99, 'shed: This awful declara- rebellions inhabitants were put to vari-
tion of the prophet began soon to be ons kinds of drudgery and kept in a 
fulfilled; Les. 59, ' Smite Amnon ;' 61,1 state of slavery. 
'slew Absalom;' 66, 'put him to death.' I Solomon--' peaceable;' the son of 

acknowledged—he confessed bis sin in David and Bathsheha ; be was David's 
a penitent spirit. 	 I tenth son, and a child of much pro. 

to tell htm—Joab, always faithful to mise, for the Lord intime ted to his 
the honour of bis uncle, declined re- father that Solomon should build the 
ceiving the submission of the king and temple of the Lord, and that in his 
inhabitants of Rabbah, but sent for I deys peace and prosperity should be 
David that he might have that honour. vouchsafed unto Israel. Lesson 57. 

king's crown--David was formally I 	GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
invested with the crown of Rabbah, as AMMON—the 	country of the 
a token of its complete subjugation fo Ammonites, descendants of Lot. 
bis rule. This crown and the precious 
stones in it were valued at e talent of I HELAM—the place at. which the 
gold—about £6000. 	 Syrian army encamped, probably on the 

saws—this is the first mention ofsaws south-eastern frontierof Syria. 
in the bible; the particular modes of I RABBAH—called'thecityofwaters' 
punisbment referred to cannot be ex- —the chief city of Ammon ; it was near 
actly determined; it is supposed by the source of the Jabbok, and bad been 
some commentators that the more the residence of Og, king of Bashan. 

THE FALL OF DAVID. 
"THERE WERE TWO MEN IN ONE CITY, THE ONE RICH AND THE OTHER vomi,' &i. 

Dear child, to thee the tale is told 
Of him who robb'd the poor man's fold, 
Thou listenest, and with scorn and ire 
Thy quivering brow is all on fire. 
Thou thinkest; never sure on me 
So foul a blot shall autels see. 
For joy thou hold'st thine eager breath 
To hear him doomed—he dies the death. 

But mark, young David was as thou, 
A generous boy with open brow: 
With heart as pure as mountain air 
He caroll'd to his fleecy care: 
With motion free as mountain cloud 
He trode where mists the moorland shroud 
From bear and lion tore the prey, 
Nor deem'd he e'er should rend as they. 

Such was his dawn; but 0! how grieve 
Good angels o'er bis noon and eve! 
He that with oil of joy began 
In sackcloth ends, a fallen man. 
Thezi wherefore trust youth's eager thouzht P 
Wait till thine arm all day hath wrought, 
Wait humbly till thy matin psalm 
Due cadence find in evening calm. 
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59. OF DAVID'S SONS. AMNON'S WICKEDNESS. 
2 Samuel xiii: xv. 12. 

Absalom, the son of David, had a fair sister named Tamar. 
-Amnon, the son of David, loved ber. A •subtle friend of 
Amnon, named Jonadab, told him how to obtain her. Amnon 
followed his advice, took her, and afterwards bated her. David 
Kas very •wroth when he heard these things ; Absalom •hated 
Amnon though he spake to him neither good nor bad. Soon 
after, Absalom made a great feast for his sheep-shearers at 
Baal-Icazor. Amnon was invited to the feast, for Absalom 
was determined to avenge •his sister. He told his servants to 
watch when Amnon's heart was •merry with wine, and when 
be said to them," Smite Amnon," they were to kill him. 
And the •servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom 
had commanded: then all the king's sons arose, and every 
man gat him up upon his •mule, and fled. After this Absalom 
fled to Talmai, his grandfather, the king of Geshur, and abode 
there three years without seeing his father. 

Joab perceived that the king •felt kindly towards Absalom. 
He sent for a avise woman of Tekoalk, who told •a story to the 
king; she said her two sons strove together in the field, that 
one slew the other, and that ber family •wanted to put her 
remaining son to death, and she prayed the king not to suffer 
it. When the king answered her favourably, she alluded to 
the banishment of Absalom; which •led the king to think that 
Joab had sent her to him. He then told Joab to bring Absalom 
again to Jerusalem, but not before the king's face. Absalom 
dwelt two years in Jerusalem without seeing the king ; he 
then sent for Joab that he might bring him to the king. Joab 
•refused twice; •at last he came to Absalom, who desired him 
to say unto the king, il Wherefore am I come from Geshur P it 
had been good for me to have been there still : now there-
fore let me see the king's face; and •if there be any iniquity in 
me, let him kill me." So Joab came to the king, and told 
hu n: and when he had called for Absalom, he came to the 
king, and bowed himself on his face to the ground before the 
king; and the king •kissed Absalom, and was •reconciled 
to him. 

The manners of Absalom were pleasing to the people, and 
when any man that had a •controversy came to the king for 
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judgment, then Absalom •called to him, and said, "0f what 
city art thou P" And he said, "Thy servant is of one of the 
tribes of Israel." And Absalom said unto him, "See, thy 
matters are good and right; but there is no man •deputed of 
the king to hear thee." Absalom said moreover, "0h that I 
were made judge in the land, that every man which hath any 
suit or cause might come unto me, and •I would do him justice !" 
And it was so, that when any man came nigh to him to do 
him •obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him, and 
kissed him. And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel 
that came to the king for judgment; so Absalom •stole the 
hearts of the men of Israel. After he had proceeded in this 
manner for a long time, he asked permission of David to go to 
Hebron to fulfil a vow; and he sent spies throughout all 
Israel, who, when they heard his trumpet, were to say, "Ab-
salom reigneth in Hebron." He also sent for •Ahithophel, one 
of his father's counsellors, who joined him. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Atsalom—' father of pence ;' bis natural feeling of confidence in its fa. 

mother's name was Maacnh, daughter they: the children of each mother look 
of Talmai, king of Geshur. His sister Ion those of another with coldness and 
Tamar, like himself, was beautiful in I  jealousy, while the father is not esteem- 
person,sud graceful in manners. 	I ed by his daughters as their proper pre- 

Amnon—was David's eldest son; he tector—that duty is left to their own 
ought to have been the hope and up.I hrntbers. Wherever polygamy pre-
port of bis father, and the guide and pro- veils we see a nnmber of separate 
tector of the younger members of the I families in a bouse, instead of mutual 
family; instead of wbich, he acted I love, harmony, and peace. 
cruelly towards bis sister, and was the I  merry—his crime sat lightly upon his 
means of introducing into hie father's seared conscience, in spite of the 
house many crimes, 	 misery he bad introduced into bis 

subtle—sly; crafty. 	 I father's house. 
wroth—though justly displeased, bel 8,ile Amnon—thus the judgments of 

did not inflict any punishment upon the God fell, one after another, on David. 
wicked Amnon ; bis grief probably Lesson 58, sword. 
overpowered bis anger; this omission servants—Absalom was thug guilty of 

there was no city of of parental duty bad probably the effrct wilful°murderi  

of pe gônalirevenge.   
Absalom the thought I tnerefo e  for 

fl dhim  ut of the kingdom tophi, 
mother's father. 

ha(ed—f0 wbosoeverhateth bis brother mule—tbe mule was at thin finie 
is a murderer." 1 John iii. 15. 	I mueh used by persons of distinction in 

his sister—Tamar looked to her bro- the East, even by those who bad boises 
ther Absalom for protection ratberthan at command • its gracefulness, swift-
to ber father. One of the consequences ness, strenitl, and sureness of foot are 
'f polçga y is to diminish a child's i well-known. 
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fit kindly—his feelings es a parent 
were in conflict with bis conscientious 
convictions of public duty; he wished 
bis son back, but knew not how he 
could recall him consistently with the 
claims of justice. 

a storg—Less. 38, ' pareble ;' 58, 'anti 
said;' the object of this @tory was to 
obtain a favourable judgment for 
Absalom, and to reconcile to David's 
own sense of justice bis desire for the 
young man's return. 

wiwted—the next male relation be-
came the avenger of blood. This law 
of blood for blood, and life for life, was 
no deep-rooted in the minds of the 
Israelites that the king expressed no 
surprise et the demand made by the 
family, although the mother was the 
most injured of ail the relatives. 

led—the king saw that Joab bad the 
entire direction of this stratagem to 
bring Absalom from banisbment. 

refused—doubtless Joab felt that 
baving reconciled David's feelings to-
wards Absalom'a return, be had doue as 
much as was prudent for him to do. 

et last—Abaalom, to compel Joab to 
tall upon him, desired his servant% to 
set fire to Joab's field of standing-corn; 
immediately Joab repaired to Absalom 
te demand I he reason for the outrage. 

if Mare be—suggesting that the re-
venge taken on Amnon was not 
criminel. 

pleasing—he was n vain young man—
of great beauty, and of winning man-
ners. Leeson 45,' he bad not.' 

controversy—quarrel; complaint. 
coiled to hin—Absalom stood at the  

gate of bis father's palace or hall of 
judgment, and interrogated the people 
as they entered. 

deputed—appointed; cbosen; ang-
gesting that a public officer for this 
department was needed. 

I would—the majority of the people 
would, by this mode of operating upon 
their minds, be ensnared into the belief 
that Absalom was the fittest man for 
the office. 

oheisance—to bow before bim with 
that reverence to which, as the king's 
son, be was entitled. 

stole—he withdrew the affections of 
the people from his father—to whom 
they owed allegiance—to himself. 

Ahithophel—' brother of fooliahnesa 
be was both a friend and counsellor of 
David. Psalm ]v. 12-14. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
BAAL-HAZOR—tbe place et Which 

Absalom kept his sheep ; it is supposed 
to have been near a small town called 
Ephraim situated in Benjamin, about 
eight miles from Jerusalem. 

GEsHOR—a city and petty kingdom 
in Eastern Manasseh, north of Bashan, 
and near to Mount Hermon. The 
Geshurites were among the people that 
remained of the original inhabitants of 
Canaan, whom the Israelites drove not 
ont. Another, and probably a more 
powerful tribe of the same people, 
inhabited a country on the south of 
Israel towards Egypt. 
TERGA R—a city of Judah near which 

there was a wilderness of the same 
name. Amos the prophet was a herds-
man of Tekoah. 

GENTLE REPROOF. 

Deal gently with the erring one— 
You may not know the power 

With which the first temptation came, 
In some unguarded hour. 

You may not know how earnestly 
He struggled, or how well, 

Until the hour of weakness came, 
And sadly thus he fell. 
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PERIOD V.] DAVID GOES FORTH WITH RIS GUARD. 

Speak gently to the erring one; 
Oh do not thou forget 

However deeply stained by sin, 
He is thy brother yet.— 

Heir of the self-same heritage, 
Child of the self-same God, 

He bath but stumbled in the path 
Thou hast in weakness trod. 

Speak gently to the erring one, 
For is it not enough 

That peace and innocence are gone, 
Without thy censure rough? 

Oh sure it is a weary lot 
That sin-crushed heart to bear, 

And they who bave a happier lot, 
May well their chidings spare. 

Speak gently to the erring one, 
And thou mav'st lead him hack, 

With holy words and looks of love, 
From inisery's thorny track. 

Forget not too that thou hast sinn'd, 
And sinful yet may he: 

Deal .gently with the erring one, 
As God has dealt with thee. 

60. DAVID FLEES FROM JERUSALEM. 

2 Samuel xv. 13.-xvi. 15. 
A messenger came to David, saying, "The hearts of the 

men of Israel are after Absalom." And David said unto ail 
his servants that were with him at Jerusalem, "Arise, and -let 
us flee; for we shall •not else escape from Absalom; make 
speed to depart." The king went forth, and all his honsehold 
after him. And all his servants passed on beside him; and 
all the •Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, 
six-hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on 
before the king. David tried to persuade •Ittai, the captant of 
the Gittites, to remain at. Jerusalem; but Ittai said he would 
be with David, whether in life or death. 
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DAVID SENDS BACK THE ABK. [1095-975 B.C. 

All the people -wept as David left Jerusalem and passed 
over the brook Kidron. And •Zadok and all the Levites were 
with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God: and 
Abiathar went up, until all the people had done passing out of 
the city. And the king said unto Zadok, "Carry back the 
ark of God into the city: if I shall find favour in the eyes of 
the Lord, he will bring me again, and shew me both it, and 
•his habitation: but if he thus say, I have no delight in thee ; 
behold, here am I, -let him do to me as seemeth good unto 
him." Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ark of God 
again to Jerusalem: and they tarried there. And as David 
went up by the •ascent of Mount Olivet he wept, and had his 
head •covered, and he went barefoot: and all the people that 
was with him covered every man his head, and they went up 
weeping. And one told David, saying, "Ahithophel is among 
the -conspirators with Absalom." And David said, "O Lord, 
I pray thee, •turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness." 
And when David was come to the top of the mount, where he 
-worshipped God, behold, •Huchai his friend came to meet him 
with his coat -rent, and -earth upon his head: unto whom David 
said, "Return thon to the city, and then mayest thou for me 
defeat the counsel of Ahithophel." 

When David had passed the top of the bill, Ziba, the servant 
of Mephibosheth, met him with bread, raisins, fruits, and wine. 
The king enquired for Mephibosheth, and Ziba said he abode 
at Jerusalem. He also •slandered Mephibosheth by telling 
David that he said, "To-day shall the house of Israel re-
store me the kingdom of my father." Then David said to Ziba, 
"Behold, thine are all that pertained unto Mephibosheth. 
At Bahurim, one of the family of Saul, named -Shimei, cursed 
David, and cast stones at him. Abishai wanted to slay him, 
but David reproved him, and said, "Behold my son seeketh 
my life: how much more now may this Benjamite do it P let 
him alone, and let him curse, for the Lord hath •hidden him. 
It may be that the Lord will look on my afiction, and that the 
Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day." 
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PERIOD V.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
let us ,flee—David must have felt 

assured that the conspiracy bad spread 
among bis army, as well as among the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, or he would 
not have fled from a city so well fortified, 

not else escape—so wide-spread w 
the defection that none were faithful 
David but his immediate altendan 
composed chiefly of those who had ahs 
ed his privations when an exile, ai 
two companies of foreign guardsmen. 

Cherethiles, «c.—it is doubtful wh 
ther these men were Israelites or Pl 
listines who had become attached 
David; they were, however, his bo, 
guard; they were also trained warrior 
Itis supposed that their arms were host 
arrows, and sling,. 

Iltai—tbe argument employed 1 
David to induce Ittai tu return, pro, 
that the Gittites, or Gathites, were n 
Israelites. 2 Samuel av. 19,20. 

wept—not only those with David, b 
such of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
remained faithful to him. 

Zadok—` just be was a descends 
of Eleazar, the third son of Aaron; t 
father's name was Ahitub. Saul sle 
the Priests of Ithamar's line at No 
but Abiathar escaped. David and 1 
wandering army had looked to Abiath 
as the high-priest during their exil, 
but on David's accession to the throne, 
found that the people were aceustom 
ta regard Zadok as the high-prie; 
Zadok had doubtless discharged ti 
duties of the priesthood at the labo 
nacle in 'Gibeon, which Abiathar bi 
never bad an opportunity of doing. C 
this necount, when both are mentione 
Zadok is placed first. Les. 65, 'pries 

Carry—Zadok had the direction 
the Levites who bare the ark. 

his habitation—the tabernacle, 
perhaps the capacious lent which 1 
erected for the reception of the a 
when he brought it. up from the hou 
of Obed-edom. Lesson 56, ' tent.' 

lei him do—to David's humility 
heurt, and ready submission to t: 
Lord's will, bis speedy restoration to 1 
kingdom is to be traced. 

ascenl—the path towards the sumo 
or the mountain. 

180 

covered—barefoot—an acknowledg. 
ment that he was in the presence of 
God, and acting in submission to bis 
decrees, The Jews in imitation of 
the ancient Israelites worship with their 
heads covered. The High Priest enter-
ed the Holy of Holies with bis head 
covered, and barefoot. Exod. ii. 5. 
Walking with the bead and part of the 
face covered was significant of distress. 

conspirators—the plotters of David's 
ruin ; the instigators of the rebellion. 

turn—" God taketh the crafty in his 
own devices." 

taorshipped -amid bis troubles David's 
piety ahines forth with greater brilli-
ancy. 

Hushai—he is called ' the Archite,' 
bring a native of a town in Epbraim 
between Bethel and Beth-horon, named 
Archi. 

rent—rending the garments was, and 
stili continues to be, an eastern mode o! 
expressing grief, indignation, &e. 

earth—Lesson 11, 'dust and ashes;'  
49, 'lamented: 

standered—spoke evil of him ; re-
presented him falsely. 

Shimei—`hearer;' though guilty of 
these outrages, he was forgiven by 
David after Absalom'a revoit was quels. 
ed. Lesson 62,' fell down.' 

bidden—a strong form of conveying 
the idea that God bad permitted, osa 
punishment, those painfn: circom-
stances, which thus afforded Shicoeithe 
opportunity of behaving insolently. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

g[oaoN—a brook, near Jerusalem, 
which flows through the valley of 
Jeboshaphat. It is buta winter-stream; 
it Bows for about four months of the 
year through a deep and narrow 
channel, during the other three months 
it is nearly dry. 

MT. OLIVET—a celebrated mous-
tain near Jerusalem, once famous for 
olives ; it is separated from the city by 
the valley of Jehoshaphat_ 

BAHURIM—a village of Benjamin, 
noted for several events connected with 
the history of David. 



ABSALOM ENTERS JERUSALEM. [1095-975 B.C. 

PRAISE FOR AFFLICTIONS. 
• 0 LORD, I KNOW THAT IN VERY FAITHFULNESS THOU HAST AFFLICTED NE. 

For what shall I praise thee, my God and my King? 
For what blessings the tribute of gratitude bring ? 
Shall I praise thee for pleasure, for health, and for ease, 
For the spring of delight, and the sunshine of peace? 

Shall I praise thee for flowers that bloom'd on my breast, 
For joys in perspective, and pleasures possess'd ? 
For the spirits that heighten'd my day of delight, 
And the slumbers that sat on my pillow by night? 

For this should I praise thee! but if only for this, 
I should leave half-untold the donation of bliss; 
I thank thee for sickness, for sorrow, for care, 
For the thorns I have gather'd, the anguish I bear; 

For nights of anxiety, watchings, and tears, 
A present of pain, a perspective of fears; 
I praise thee, I bless thee, my King and my God, 
For the good and the evil thy hand bath bestow'd. 

The flowers were sweet, but their fragrance is flown, 
They yielded no fruits, they are wither'd and gone; 
The thorn it was poignant, but precious to me,-
'Twas the message of mercy, it led me to thee. 

61. THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM. THE BATTLE. 
2 Samuel xvi. 15-xviii. 

•Absalom entered Jerusalem soon after his father had 
escaped; Hushai came to him on his arrival in the city, and 
said he would counsel him, as he had counselled bis father. 
Then Absalom asked Ahithophel to give his counsel. Ahithophel 
counselled the immediate •pursuit of David; but Hushai 
advised that an army should be •first assembled from all Israel 
and that Absalom should -lead them to battle. Absalom and 
all his friends thought Hushaï s counsel was the best. 
Hushai then sent word to David of the counsel that had been 
given by himself and Ahithophel. His messengers were 
Jonathan and Ahimaaz, the sons of Zadok and Abiathar. 
They conveyed the message to David, who then passed over 
the Jordan. Ahithophel went home to his house at Giloh, 
and •hanged himself, when he saw that bis counsel was not 
followed. 	 181 



PERIOD V.] THE BATTLE. ABSALOM S DEATH. 

David came to Mahanaim, where •Barzillai, the Gileadite, 
and others were very hospitable to him; for they brought 
beds, wine, wheat, honey, butter, sheep, and cheese for him 
and his people. And David -numbered the people that were 
with him, and set captains of hundreds over them. And 
David sent forth a third part of the people under the hand of 
Joab, and a third part under the hand of Abishai, the son of 
Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a third part under the band of 
Ittai, the Gittite. And the king said unto the people, "I will 
surely go forth with you myself also." But the people 
answered, " Thou shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they 
will not care for us; neither if half of us die, will they care 
for us; but thou art worth ten thousand of us: therefore now 
it is better that thou -succour us oit of the city." And the 
king said unto them, "What seemeth you best I will do." 
And the king stood by the •gate-side, and all the people came 
out by hundreds and by thousands. And the king com-
manded Joab, and Abishai, and Ittai, saying, "Deal gently for 
my sake with the young man, even with Absalom." And all 
the people heard when the king gave all the captains charge 
concerning Absalom. The battle between the followers of 
David and those of Absalom, was fought in the Wood of 
Ephraim ; the •head of Absalom caught in the boughs of an 
oak in the wood, and his mule went from under him. A man 
who saw it told Joab, who went with ten of bis young men and 
slew Absalom. -Then the army of Israel lied. A messenger, 
named Cushi, was sent to tel] David of Absalon s death. 
And when he came he said," Tidings, my lord the king: for 
the Lord hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose up 
against thee." And the king said unto Cushi," Is the young 
man Absalon safe ?" And Cushi answered, Il The enemies of 
my lord, the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee 
hurt, be as that young man is." And the king was much 
-moved, and went up to the •chamber over the gate, and wept: 
and as he went, thus he said, " O my son Absalom! my son 
Absalom! my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died 
for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son !" 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 	[1095-975 B.C. 

dbsafaas—being the eldest son of 
David, after Amnon, he felt that the 
throne was bis by right of seniority; 
but perceiving that hie father intended 
to give it to his young brother, Solo-
mon, be resolved upon making an effort 
te baffle that design. 

parsrit—tbe immediate pursuit of 
David, and bis amall body ofadherents, 
by such an overwhelming force as that 
et Absalom's com mand would have sono 
terminated his reign. 

fini assembled—the object of this 
advice was to gain time for David ; and, 
to induce Absalom to adopt it, Hushai 
represented the indignation of David to 
be like that of a bear when cruelly rob-
bed of ber whelps. 

lead—this adviee was ttattering to 
the pride of Absalom, but intended for 
bis overthrow, Hnsbai beingwellaware 
that he possessed neither the experience 
nor the other necessary 'qualifications 
for a military leader. 

hanged—mortified because bis advice 
was not followed, and conscious that 
the rebellion would prove abortive; since 
Absalom was resolved to follow Hu-
shai's eonnsel, lie violently terminated 
bis existence. 

B. ziUai—' iron-made;' tbe name 
was characteristic of the man, for bis 
attachment to David was strong and 
onbending. 

numbered, ke.—these important mili-
tary preparations could not have been 
made, bad Ahithophel's counsel been 
adopted. 

succour—the best aid he could give  

them was to see them go ont ofthe city, 
but himself to remain within it, thus 
leaving them free of all anxiety respect-
ing him. 

gaie—.ide—probably et the entrance 
of the guard-room in the side of the 
gateway of Mnhanaim ; the city was 
walled and fortified. Lesson 18 and 55, 
' Mahanaim: 

Deal gently—this extraordinary in-
stance of mercy in lobe attributed to bis 
fatherly fondness, and to bis benignity 
of character. 

head—while riding in the wood he 
was caught by his chin in two divided 
boughs of an oak-tree; the violence of 
tbe shock perhaps stuaned him fora time. 

Thea—the death of Absalom deprived 
the rebels of their leader, and also of 
every reasonable excuse for prolonging 
the battle. His cause died with him-
self, for he had no heir to sustain bis 
pretensions. 

mored—his firmness was overcome, 
and he poured forth a piteous lament 
fer bis rebellions son. 

chamber—each as those wbieh may 
be seen over the gateways of castles or 
cities in our own country. This chem. 
ber was used, according to circum-
stances, as a court of justice, a wateh-
tower, a state-room, ora refreshment 
room. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

GILOH—a city of Judah of which 
Ahithophel was a native. 

WOOD OF EPHRAIM—an extensive 
forest on the East of the Jordan. 

DAVID'S LAMENT POR ABSALOM. 

WOULD OOD 1 RAD DIED FOR THEE, O ABSALOM, MY SON, MY SON." 

The king stood still 
Till the last echo died: then throwing off 
The Backcloth from his brow, and laying back 
The pall from the still features of bis child, 
He bow'd bis head upon him, and broke forth 
In the resistless eloquence of woe. 	
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PERIOD V.) 	DAVID'S LAMENT FOR ABSALOM. 

"Alas," my noble boy! that thon should'st die! 
Thou, who vert made so beautifully fair 1 

That death should settle in thy glorious eye, 
And leave his stillness in this clustering hair. 

How could he mark thee for the silent tomb, 
My proud boy, Absalom! 

"Cold is thy brow, my son! and I am chill, 
As to my bosom I have tried to press thee; 

How was I wont to feel my pulses thrill; 
Like a rich harp-string, yearning to caress thee, 

And hear thy sweet "my father" from these dumb 
And cold lips, Absalom! 

"The grave bath won thee, I shall hear the gush 
Of music, and the voices of the young: 

And life will pass me in the mantling blush, 
And the dark tresses to the soft winds flung; 

But thou no more, with thy sweet voice, shall come 
To meet me, Absalom! 

"And, oh! when I am stricken, and my beart, 
Like a bruis'd reed, is waiting to be broken, 

How will its love for thee, as I depart, 
Yearn for thine ear to drink its last deep token! 

It were so sweet, amid death's gathering gloom, 
To see thee, Absalom! 

"And now, farewell! 'Tis hard to give thee up, 
Witb death so like a gentle slumber on thee 

And thy dark sin !—Oh! I could drink the cup, 
If from this woe, its bitterness had won thee; 

May God have called thee, like a wanderer, home 
My erring Absalom 1" 

He covered up bis face, and bowed himself 
A moment on his child ; then, giving bim 
A look of melting tenderness, he clasped 
His hands convulsively, as if in prayer; 
And, as a strength were given him of God, 
He rose up calmly, and composed the pall 
Firmly and decently, and left him there, 
As if his rest bad been a breathing sleep. 

WILLIS. 
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62. DAVID'S RETURN TO JERUSALEM. 
2 Samuel xix. xx. 

David mourned so •bitterly for Absalom that the victory that 
day was turned into mourning unto all the people ; for they 
heard how the king was grieved for his son. And Joab went 
to him and told him that the people were displeased with his 
grief; David then arose, and went forth, and the people came 
round him. And all the people were -at strife, saying," The 
king saved us out of the hand of our enemies, and he delivered 
us out of the hand of the Philistines ; and now he is fled out 
of the land for Absalom. And Absalom whom we anointed 
over us, is dead in battle: now therefore -why speak ye not a 
word of bringing the king back ?" And king David sent to 
Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, Il -Speak unto the 
elders of Judah, saying, Why are ye the last to bring the 
king back to his bouse P seeing the speech of all Israel is 
come to the king, even to his house. Ye are my brethren, 
ye are my bones and my flesh: wherefore then are ye the 
last to bring back the king ?" He also sent a message to 
•Amasa who was Absalom's general, and Amasa •bowed the 
heart of all the men of Judah, even as the heart of one man ; 
so that they sent this word unto the king, "Return thou, and 
all thy servants." So the king returned, and came to Jordan. 
And the people of Judah came to Gilgal to meet the king, to 
conduct him over Jordan. And Shimei came, and -fell down 
before David and confessed his sin. David forgave him. 
Mephibosheth also came, and -told the king of Zibâ s slander 
and deceit. Barzillai -went over Jordan, and the king asked 
him to go to Jerusalem. He -excused himself, but wished 
his son •Chimham to go with the king. 

At the king's return the men of Judah and the men of Ia-
rael began to be •jealous of each other. David had made Amasa 
captain of the host, in place of Joab. A -revolt followed, which 
was led by Sheba. David called Amasa to assemble the men 
of Judah in three days. Amasa was longer in doing this than 
David had appointed; wherefore the king commanded Abishai 
to assemble the people. Now when the army was assembled 
at Gibeon, Amasa arrived, and went before them; Joab being 
jealous of the honour conferred upon Amasa went up to him, 
and -treacherously slew him. Joab then pursued Sheba, who 
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PERIOD V.] 	SHEBA'S REVOLT SUPPRESSED. 

had taken refuge in Abel-beth-maacha. He was about to 
besiege the city, when •a wise woman stopped him, saying," I 
am one of them that are peaceable and faithful in Israel: thou 
seekest to destroy a city ; why wilt thon swallow up the 
inheritance of the Lord ?" And Joab answered and said, "Far 
be it, fax be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy. 
The matter is not so: but a man of Mount Ephraim, Sheba 
by name, hath lifted up his hand against the king, even against 
David: deliver him only, and I will depart from the city." 
And the woman said unto Joab, "Behold bis head shall be 
thrown to thee over the wall." Then the woman went unto 
all the people; and they •cut off the head of Sheba, the son of 
Bichri, and cast it out to Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and 
they retired from the city, every man to his •tent. And Joab 
returned to Jerusalem unto the king, and he was again captain 
over David's army. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

bitterly —the grief of David damped into a cheerful and hearty return to 
the joy of bis adherents for the victory duty. 
they had gained. 	 fell down—meanness and cowardice 

ai strife—they strove who should be were now as visible in Shimei's conduct 
moat forward to bring back the king, ns cruelty and insult bad previously 
blaming one another's slackness in this been. David knew that his submission 
duty. 	 was only to prevent the punishment he 

why speak ye not—the people were deserved. Lesson 60, 'Shimei;' 67, 
now ansioas to have their rebellion `to slay him.' 
overlooked, and wisbed one of their told the king—from the day that 
leaders to speak of bringing the king David had left Jerusalem to the time of 
back that they might at once agree lo it, bis return, Mephibosheth had not 
to cover their treason. 	 dressed bis feet, for he was lame, nor 

Speak roto, dfc.—David, being now trimmed his beard—the neglect of which 
victorions, might have puniehed his bespoke the bitterness of bis grief for 
rebel army, iustead of which he sends David's troubles. On the day that 
kind messages to them by the mouth of David fled, Mephibosheth intended te 
the priests and Amasa. 	 have rode out of Jerusalem with hi®, 

Amass—he was a relative of David, but Ziba had anticipated him, leaving 
he him without the menus of removel, for who, perceiving his influence with t  

men of Judah, was most favourably im- he took with him Mephibosheth's ass. 
pceased towards him; he appointed went over—most of the people forded 
Lim captain over the host instead of the Jordan, but the king, with his 
Joab. 	 household and baggage, crossed over 

bowed—in their rebellion theyproudly in a ferry-boat. 
denied David's legitimate end divine excused—be pleaded that because of 
claims on their allegiance; bis persuasive bis age, which was then four-score 
message, sent by Amusa, bends them years, he should prove but e burden on 
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"GRATITUDE FOR PAST MERCIES." [1095-975 B.C. 

the king's palace. The aged should 
withdraw themselves from the pleasures 
of youth. 

Chimlarn—be received a kind requital 
from David for his father's hospitality. 
David probably made over b him a small 
portion of his own patrimony of land, 
near to the gale of Bethlehem. upon 
which Chimham resided. 

jealous—the men of Israel were dis-
plaaaed that the tribes of Judah had 
brought back David without giving 
them a share in the honour; but the 
Jadahites replied thnt he was near of 
kin to them; the Ioraelites rejoined 
(bat they bad a tenfold interest in the 
king, which the men of Judah denied. 
David took no part in this controversy. 
Sheba, a Benjamite, sounded the note 
of revolt—scornfully turning the denial 
of Israel's right in the king, to a denial 
of bis claims on their allegiance. 

resoU—Sheba sbouted the wafch-
word, "To your tents, O Israel;' 
eleven tribes then turned away from 
David and followed Sheba. 

treaderoualy—the mode was probably 
thus ;—as be approached Amasa he let 
fall bis sword from his girdle, which he 
lifted with his left hand, so as not to 
excite the suspicion of Amusa; coming  

towards him with a friendly coun-
tenance, he reached forth bis right 
hand to touch Amasa's beard, in a re-
spectful and friendly manner, and then 
he perpetrated the dastardly and bloody 
deed, by thrusting him through with the 
sword that was in his left hand. Abishai 
nasi+ted in this horrid murder, as he bad 
done in that of Abner. Les. 55 'slew him.' 

a anise woman—n discreet or prudent 
woman; perhaps one accustomed to 
advise in civil matters; ber wisdom 
was very evident in desiring peace 
rather than war. A great deal of mia-
chief, sorrow, and bloodshed would be 
avoided if contending parties would try 
to understand each other. 

cut off—.it was not an uncommon 
occurrence in enstern countries for the 
inhabitants ol a house, city, or fortress, 
to consult their own safety by delivering 
up any obnoxious persons who might 
have taken refuge among them. 

tent—down to this ]ate period we find 
that tents were commoh in Israel. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
ABEL-BETH-MAACHA—a Cityof Napb-

tali, sometimes called Abel-maim; in 
this city the rebel, Sheba, was besieged 
by Joab. 

GRATITUDE FOR PAST MERCIES. 

When all thy mercies, O my God, 
My rising soul surveys, 

Transported with the view, I'm lost 
In wonder, love, and praise. 

O how shall words with equal warmth 
The gratitude declare, 

That glows within my ravish'd heart! 
But Thou canst read it there. 

To all my weak complaints and cries, 
Thy mercy lent an ear, 

Ere yet my feeble thoughts bad learn'd 
To form themselves in prayer. 

When in the slippery paths of youth, 
With heedless steps I nia, 

Thine arm unseen convey'd me safe, 
And led me up to mate. 
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PERIOD V.] 	THE GIBEONITES AVENGED. 

Through hidden dangers, toils, and deaths, 
It gently clear'd my way, 

And through the pleasing snares of vice, 
More tu be fear'd thau they. 

When worn with sickness, oft hast Thou 
With health renew'd my face: 

And when in sins and sorrows sunk, 
Revive'd iny soul with grace. 

Ten thousand thousand precious gifts, 
My daily thanks employ; 

Nor is the least a cheerful heart, 
That tastes those gifts with joy. 

Through every period of my life, 
Thy goodness I'il pursue; 

And after death, in distant worlds, 
The glorious theme renew. 

Through all eternity to Thee 
• A joyful song I'11 raise; 
For O! Eternity's too short 

To utter all thy praise. 
Annisox. 

63. RIZPAH. DAVID NUMBERS THE PEOPLE. 
2 Samuel xxi.-xxiv. 

There was a famine in the land of Israel during three 
years. David inquired of the Lord the cause of the famine. 
The Lord answered that it was for Saul having •slain the 
Gibeonites, with whom the Israelites had made a covenant of 
peace. The Gibeonites required that seven persons of •Saul's 
house should be given up to them. The king gave up the 
two sons of Rizpah, a concubine of Saul, and •five sons of 
Merab, but he spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, 
because of his covenant with Jonathan. The Gibeonites 
hanged them. Rizpah •tenderly watched the bodies of her two 
sons, and ,the five grandsons of Saul thus slain, suffering 
neither the •birds of the air to rest on them by day, nor the 
•beasts of the field by night. When David heard what Rizpah 
had done, he went and took the bones of Saul and the bones 
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THEEE DAYS' PESTILENCE. [1095-975 B.C. 

of Jonathan his son from the men of Jabesh-gilead, and they 
gathered the •bones of them that were hanged ; and the bones 
of Saul and Jonathan buried they in the country of Benjamin 
in Zelah, in the sepulchre of Kish his father. And •after that 
God was •intreated for the land. 

There were still several wars between Israel and the Phi-
listines. In one of these a giant named Ishbibenob would have 
slain David, but Abishai succoured David, and slew the giant. 
After this, the men of David said, "Thou shalt go no more 
out with us to battle, that thon quench not the •]ight of 
Israel." -Three other giants were at this time slain. 

David again sinned against the Lord in •numbering the 
people, and the Lord's anger was kindled against him. After-
wards, David's heart reproached him, and he confessed his sin 
to the Lord. The word of the Lord came unto the prophet 
Gad, -David's seer, saying," Go and say unto David, Thus 
saith the Lord, I offer thee three things: choose thee one of 
them, that I may do it unto thee. Shall seven years of famine 
come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thon flee three months 
before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there 
be three days' pestilence in thy land ?" And David said unto 
Gad," I am in a great strait; let us fall now into the hand of 
the Lord, (for his mercies are great,) and let me not fall into 
the hand of man." So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel, 
from the morning even to the •time appointed; and there died 
of the people, from Dan even to Beersheba, seventy thousand 
men. And when the •angel stretched out his hand upon 
Jerusalem to destroy it, David spake unto the Lord, and said, 
"Lo, •I have sinned, and I have done wickedly : but these 
sheep, what have they done P •Let thine hand, I pray thee, be 
against me, and against my father's house." At the com-
mand of God, David reared up an altar unto the Lord in the 
•threshing-floor of -Ornan, the Jebusite ; there the king offered 
burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, and the plague was 
stayed. The Tabernacle of the Lord, which Moses made in 
the wilderness, and the altar of the burnt-offering, were then 
at Gibeon. 
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PERIOD V.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

slain—et the time when Doeg destroyed 
the inhabitants of Nob. Lesson 49, 'slow,' 
'league;' Lesson 31, `eovenant.' 

Saul', house—of hie family, ordeecendants. 
flue—Merab—the eldest daughter of Saul, 

who had been promised to David as bis 
reward for staying Goliath, but wbo was 
given to Adriel. Merab, who bad no power 
over her father's decisions, was spared the 
pain of seeing all ber sone hanged together, 
for she died while they were young. Michal, 
who bad adopted and brought them up for 
Adriel, was greatly afflicted by their un-
timely end. Had Adriel acted uprightly, by 
declining the honour of becoming the king's 
son-in-law, knowing that Merab had been 
promised to David, he would have escaped 
this severe affliction. Lesson 47, ' he gave.' 

tenderly—the • fond, maternal feelings of 
Rizpah dictated ber long vigil ; it was told 
David what she bad done, and he gave 
honourable burial to the remains. 

bird,--haute—had Rizpah not watched 
the bodies of ber sons and relatives they 
would have become the prey of vulturea, 
or been devoured by jackals, and other 
voracious animals, who would soon have 
reduced them te skeletons. It la supposed 
that this affectionate woman was occupied 
In her task from Marsh tiI October. 

baser—the bodies thus exposed would be 
deprived of ail moisture during the season 
of drought in the arid atmosphere of Canaan. 
Lesson 53, `burnt; `bones.' 

ajier that—after Saul's entire family, with 
very few exceptions, hadbeen gathered into 
one common grave. 

intreaied—God answered the prayers of 
bis people, now that atonement was made 
for Saul's massacre of the Gibeonites, by 
sending down genial showers upon the 
parched land. 

light—a truly eastern figure, representing 
the life of the king as the sun of his people's 
happiness. Several of the Egyptian mon-
archs were called Pbaraoh, or ' The Sun,' 
In David's reign the light of prosperity 
shone upon the nation with a splendour 
previously unknown. 

Three other—the first was Saph, slain by 
Sibbechai. ai a battle in Gob, a plain near 
Gezer; the second was Lahmi, slain by 

190 

Elhanan, at another battle, in the same 
place; and the third was a giant, 
having on each band six fingers, and on 
each foot six toes, who was slain by Jona-
than, the son of Shimeah, David's brother, 
at Gath. 

numbering--David's enecesses in war sug-
gested to him the thought of raising a 
standing army, probably with the view of 
extending bis conqueste. This design was 
opposed to the will of (od. Joab, a man of 
great hardihood, was so far instructed in 
the law as to know that David's design was 
wrong; bis reply to David la deserving 
attention; 2 Sam. xxiv. 3. He complied 
with the command of David, but cessed 
before he bad completed hie task, "for the 
king's word was abominable te Joab." 

strait—difficulty. 
tisse appointed—three days. 
angel—David had a vision of an angel with 

a sword ln his bond stretched over Jeru-
Salem. 

I have ainned—this was a prompt and 
humble confession of sin which the con-
science-stricken king made before the Lord. 

Let ,sine hand—this was not the hasty 
ejaculation of a man who bad the awfl 
temerity to dare God's judgments, as the 
Jews did in the time of Christ, when tbe7 
cried out, " bis blood ho on us and on cur 
children;" but it was the voluntary sur-
render of himself, as the transgressor, for 
the people, whom ho considered guiltieas 

threshing-juror—it was on the summit of 
Mount Montais. Lesson 37, 'hide.' 

Ornan—called aise Araunah ; when the 
king informed him that ho wished te pur 
chase the site of the threshing-floor for the 
erection of an altar, to offer burnt-off&u a 
and peace-offerings upon, Ornan refused 
payment; but David would not aeœpt hie 
proffered gift; ho thereforo purchased the 
threshing-floor, and the implements of 
husbandry as fuel for the sacrifice, for 6eS 
shekels of gold; and for the oxen ta be 
offered in sacrifice, ho gave 50 shekels. The 
altar was erected, the sacrifices were sain. 
and God accepted them as "s sweet smeü 
ing savour." It was on this mo®tain 
IMoriah) that Abraham offered np Irw 
Lesson 9. 



RIZPAH. 	 [1095-975 B.C. 

"THEY WERE PUT TO DEATH...IN THE BEGINNING OF BARLEY HARVEST:" 

Hear what the desolate Rizpah said 
As on Gibeab's rocks she watch'd the dead I 
The sons of Merab before ber lay, 
And ber own fair children, dearer than they: 
By a death of shame they all had died, 
And were stretch'd on the bare rock, side by side; 
And Rizpah, once the loveliest of all 
That bloom'd and smil'd in the court of Saul, 
All wasted with watching and famine now, 
And scorch'd by the sun ber haggard brow, 
Sat mournfully guarding their corpses there, 
And murmur'd a strange and solemn air, 
The low, heart-broken, availing strain 
Of a mother that mourns her children slain. 

I have made the crags my home and spread 
On their desert backs my sackcloth bed: 
1 have eaten the bitter berb of the rocks 
And drunk the midnight dew in my locks; 
I have wept till I could not weep, and the pain 
Of my burning eyehalls went to my brain. 
Seven blacken'd corpses before me lie, 
In the blaze of the sun, and the winds of the sky. 
1 have watch'd them through the burning day, 
And driven the vulture and raven away; 
And the cormorant wheel'd in circles round, 
Yet fear'd to alight on the guarded ground. 
And, when the shadows of twilight came, 
I have seen the hyena's eyes of flame, 
And heard at my side his stealthy tread, 
But aye at my shout the savage fled: 
And I threw the lighted brand to fright 
The jackal and wolf that yell'd in the night. 

Ye were foully murdered, my hapless sons, 
By the hands of wicked and cruel ones; 
Ye fell, in your fresh and blooming prime, 
All innocent, for your father's crime; 
He sinn'd—but hr paid the price of bis guilt, 
When his blood by a nameless hand was spilt, 
When he strove with the heathen host in vain, 
And fell with the flower of his people slain, 
And his sceptre bis children's hand should sway 
From his injured lineage passed away. 
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PERIOD V. j 	DAVID'S CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 

The barley-harvest was nodding white, 
When my children died on the rocky height, 
And the reapers were singing on hill and plain, 
When I came to my task of sorrow and pain. 
But now the season of rain is nigh, 
The sun is dim in the thickening sky, 
And the clouds in sullen darkness rest 
Where be hides his light at the doors of the west. 
I hear the howl of the wind that brings 
The long drear storm on its heavy wings; 
But the howling wind, and the driving rain 
Will beat on my houseless head in vain; 
I shall stay, from my murder'd sons to scare 
The beasts of the desert, and fowls of the air. 

BRYANT. 

64. CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 
1 Chron. xxii. & 1 Kings ii. l-5; i. 5-53. 

And David said," Solomon my son is young and •tender, 
and the house that is to be builded for the Lord must be ex-
ceeding •magnifical, •of fame and •of glory throughout all coun-
tries : I will therefore now make preparation for it." So David 
•prepared abundantly before his death: he set masons to hew 
'atones; he prepared 'iron in abundance, for the nails, for the 
doors of the gates, and for the joinings ; and •brass, and 'cedar 
trees in abundance. He then called Solomon, and charged 
him to build a house for the Lord. He told him that because 
he had •shed blood abundantly, and made great wars, the Lord 
would not permit him to build his house, but he had promised 
that Solomon should build it. He then said," Now, my 
son, the Lord be with thee; and prosper thou, and build the 
bouse of the Lord thy God, as he hath said of thee. Only the 
Lord give thee wisdom and understanding, and give thee 
charge concerning Israel, that thou mayest keep the law of 
the Lord thy God. Then shalt thon prosper, if thou takest 
heed to fulfil the •statutes and judgments which the Lord 
charged Moses with concerning Israel : 'be strong, and of good 
courage; 'dread not, nor be 'dismayed." He also told Solomon 
of •all that he had prepared for the bouse of the Lord; and lie 
commanded the princes of Israel to help Solomon, saying," la 
not the Lord your God with you P and hath he not given Son 
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ADONIJAH'S REBELLION. 	[1095-975 B.C. 

rest on every side P for he bath given the inhabitants of the 
land into mine hand: and the land is subdued before the Lord 
and before his people. Now set your heart and your soul to 
seek the Lord your God; arise, therefore, and build ye the 
sanctuary of the Lord God, to bring the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, and the holy vessels of God, into the house that is 
to be built to the name of the Lord." 

•Adonijah was the eldest living son of David. He was a 
goodly man, and had many servants. He made •Joab and 
Abiathar his friends, and he said he would be king. Nathan 
informed Bathsheba of all that Adonijah •had done, and sent 
her to make it known to the king. Nathan also confirmed 
ber tidings. David said to Bat.hsheba, Il •Assuredly Solomon, 
thy son, shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne." 
He then sent for Zadok, the priest, Nathan, the prophet, 
•Benaiah, and his own guards, and told them to take Solomon 
and •anoint hm king at Gihon. Jonathan, the son of Abiathar, 
carried these tidings to Adonijah and his friends, who became 
•afraid, rose up, and went away. Adonijah feared, and ran to 
the •altar. Solomon said," If he will shew himself a worthy 
man, there shall not a hair of him fall to the earth, but if 
•wickedness shall be found in him he shall die." Solomon 
then sent to fetch Adonijah from the altar, and when he carne 
he •bowed himself before king Solomon ; and Solomon said tu 
him," Go to thine house." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
tender—inexperienced. I iron—iron ore was plentiful In the hills 

m agnijlcat--extensive; superb; grand. and mountains of Israel; Deut. viii. v. 
of fame—to be spoken of admiringlyThe possession of Asher was rioh in thu 

far and near. 	 moat useful of minerals. 

of glory—illustrious; resplendent. 	brass—more properly copper, which 
was dug out of the hills of Cannan 

prepared—at that time mounrcbs sud I wit bout much labour. Little is at pre. 
other great personnges who conteur- sent known of the mineral treasures of 
plated expensive undertakings, were Palestine, for they have not been sought 
obliged to amass treasures lor ,years 1 after. 
previous to commencing their expendi 	cedar-trees—the cedar is one of the 
bures these treasures were often the most majestic of tree., its wood bus en spoil taken in wars. 	 agreeable Amell, is of a reddish colour. 

stones—these were easily obleinerl; and is bitter to the taste. The~ednr 
Indeed so abondant was atone through- of Lebanon grows to thebeight of eighty 
oat Palestine, that bouses of atone werel feet, and its branches, which are tbiek 
comm". 	 and long, shoot out horizontally from the 
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PERIOD V.] 	 "THE FES 

massice trunk. There are several vari-
eties; the red, or penritcedar is some-
tiwes used for cabinet-work. Compara-
tively few cedars are at present growing 
oa . ount Lebanon. Les. E9.' Lebanon.' 
"kood—we may conclude that God 

la a Gmt ofpence and does not. delight 
in blood; and That even just and ne-
reaxary wars are a great evil. 
si.lrtrs jrdgments—Les. 29, 'repeated: 

M strong—possess yourselves with 
vigour and determination of mind for 
the due performance of this noble 
undertaking. 

dread not—apprehend no opposition. 
dismayed—ebrink not from the work 

ender a sense of its vastness. 
•it tkaf—this subject was one of great 

interest in David's mind from the time 
the idea first struck him of building a 
temple to the Lord, as bis earnestness 
in accumulating materials for its erection 
sufficiently testifies. The value of the 
materials thus prepared was immense. 

Adontjah—' Jehovah is my Lord;' he 
was David's fourth son, and was at this 
time about thirty-four years of age. 

Joab and Abialhar—their criminality 
was pardoned on this occasion ; though 
it appears that they continued to cherish 
treasonable designs. 

had done—he prepared chariots and 
horses, and engaged the assistance of a 
few of the chief men of the kingdom, 
and having invited the king's younger 
sons (except Solomon), an other dis-
tiugui-hed persons to the feast which he 
had prepared, near a fountain, on the 
eastern side of the city, lie there caused 
himself ta be proclaimed king. The 
fountain is suppnsed to be that after-
wards known as the pool of Siloam. 

TAL MORN." 

Assuredly—David spoke with con - 
fidence and authority, because God had 
made known to him that Solomon was 
lobe his successor. David had, no doubt, 
informed his sons, and the leading men 
of this appointment; the wickedness 
therefore of Absalom and Adonijah is 
apparent. 

Benaiah—he was distinguished for 
great bravery on several occasions; after 
Joab's death, he succeeded to the com-
mand of the army. 

anoini him—the right of eastern 
monarchs to nominate their successors 
was exercised by David, not from ca-
price, or want of affection to bis other 
sons, but in accordance with the Lord's 
will. Solomon'a nomination took place 
near a fountain on the western aide of 
Jerusalem, amid great shoutings, and 
blowing of trumpets. 

afraid—it does not appear that Adoni-
jah had made arrangements for securing 
the throne, similar to those of Absalom, 
else the proclamation of Solomon would 
not have smitten him and his friends 
with terror. 

altar—in pagan countries protection 
was afforded to the worst. of criminals 
who, by fleeing to a temple. place 
themselves under the protection of the 
priesthood; but this is the first recorded 
instance of it in the history of the He-
brewa, although its occurrence was 
anticipated and provided for in the law 
of Moses. Exod. xxi. 14. 

wdckedness—he was justly suspected of 
still harbouring plans in bis bosmn for 
bis own elevation to the kingdom, and 
the overthrow of Solomon's claims. 

bowed—made due acknowledgment of 
submission. 

THE FESTAL MORN. 
"NOW SET YOUR HEART AND YOUR SOUL TO SEEK TUE LORD YOUR GOD 1...AND 

BUILD YE THE $ANCTUARY.•" 

The festal morn, my God, is come, 
That calls me to thy honour'd dome, 

Thy presence to adore, 
My feet the summons shall attend, 
With willing steps thy courts ascend, 

And tread the hal1uw'd floor. 
1.9.4 



PREPARATIONS FOR THE TEMPLE. [1095-975 B.C. 
E'en now to our transported eyes, 
Fair Sion's towers in prospect rise, 

Within her gates we stand, 
And, lost in wonder. and delight, 
Behold her happy sons unite, 

In friendship's firmest band. 
Hither from Judah's utmost end 
The Heav'n Protected tribes ascend; 

Their off rangs hither bring; 
Here, eager to attest their joy, 
Zn hymns of praise their tongues employ, 

And bail th' immortal king. 
Be peace by each implor'd on thee, 
O Salem, while with bended knee 

To Jacob's God we pray e 
How blest who calls himself thy friend 
Success his labours shall attend, 

And safety guard his way. 
MERRICK. 

65. PREPARATIONS FOR THE TEMPLE. 
1 Chron. xxviii. 9-21; xxix.; 1 Kings ii. 1-12. 

David assembled the princes of the tribes, and all his 
officers, and mighty men, and told them that God had •appointed 
Solomon to build a house for God. He said to Solomon, "And 
thou, my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve 
him with a •perfect heart, and a willing mind... if thou •seek 
him, he will be found of thee ; but if thou forsake him, he will 
cast thee off for ever. Take heed now; for the Lord hath 
chosen thee to build a house for the sanctuary; be strong, 
and do it." David then appointed three divisions of the 
•Levites, and stated their occupations: twenty-four divisions 
of priests, the number of the singers, the porters, the 
gatekeepers, the •treasurers, and all the other officers required 
for the temple. He gave to Solomon the •patterns of the 
different parts of the temple, and of the vessels to be made. 
At a second assembly David asked the princes," Who then is 
willing to cousecrate his service this day unto the Lord." Then 
the chief of the fathers, and the princes gave much gold, and 
silver, and brass, and iron, and precious stones. They gave 
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PERIOD V.] 	THE LAST WORDS OF DAVID. 

willingly, and the people and David rejoiced with great joy. 
Then David blessed the Lord for his goodness, and prayed for 
the people, aid for Solomon, his son. And the whole con-
gregation blessed the Lord God and worshipped: they also 
offered great sacrifices in abrndance for all Israel; and they 
did eat and drink hefore the Lord on that day with great 
gladness: and they made Solomon king the •second time, and 
anointed him unto the Lord to be the chief governor, and 
Zadok to be •priest. 

When David was about to die, he again •admonished Solomon 
to keep the commandments of the Lord. He warned him of 
Joab, who had " shed the blood of war in peace," •by staying 
Abner and Amasa. He also warned him of Shimei, who had 
•cursed him; but he enjoined him to skew kindness to the •sons 
of Barzillai. Now these be the last words of David. "David 
the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high, 
the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet •psalmist of 
Israel, said, the Spirit of the Lord •spake hy me, and his word 
was in my tongue. The God of Israel said, the •Rock of Israel 
snake to me, 'He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in 
ih fear of God. And he shall be as the light of the morning, 
•11, ben the sun riserh, even a morning without clouds ; -as the 
tender grass •springing out of the earth by clear shining after 
rain. Although my house be •not so with God; yet he bath 
made with me an •everlasting covenant •orderéd in all things, 
and sure." 

David reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three in 
Jerusalem; he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and 
honour. He was •buried in the city of David. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
appoinf.+d—when he Ont announced that alter of incense, &c. stood; 2 Chien. xxvt. 

poiomon should build the temple. Less. 57. j 18; and also to the entire superatructule 

perfed—sincere ; not half-hearted. Les.. of the tabernacle or temple. Josh. xxiv. 

8, • walk before." 	 2 Chmn. xx 8. 
Levika—their numbers had so greatly le- 

seek—Isaiah xlv. 19. Jeremiah xxix. 13. creased since God appointed them to the 
sanctuary—the ark ; this term, which . service of the sanctuary, instead of tbe Ont 

denotes the holy or aanetitied place is also born, (Lesson 24, - instead'I, that • dit-
applied to the apartment in which the ark  tribution, and organization of them wM 
Crau piaoed ; Lev. iv. 8; aise to the outer reference to their duties was iwœj r). 
tapin where the golden eandlestick, the They now numbered 38,009 mean fta. 3l1 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1095-975 B.C. 

yeah old and upward; wherrsa the num-
ber taken by Moses from one moath oid and 
apward amounted only to 22,273. 

occupations-30,000 of them were assiet-
anis to the priests—of whom 6,000 were 
offinets and judges; 4,000 were porters, and 
another 4,000 were musicians. 

priests--they were divided into twenty-
four courses, every one of which ministered 
ai the altar weekly in rotation. The 
courses were distinguished by the name of 
the most eminent member of the family 
from which the course was taken. 

treasurers—those to whom the charge of 
the king's possessions and revenues were 
committed. 

Pau-m—David war divinely instructed 
in ail matters relating ta the extent, plan, 
furniture, and service of the Temple, so 
that Solamon's youth (for he was now only 
20 years otage) might not present any ob-
st&cle ta the thorough execution of this 
magnificent national sanctuary. 

second Cime—he was first anointed by the 
direetien of hie father in the midst ofa 
®ail and select assembly; this confnm-
story art le before the nation, who accept 
hful ss their future king. 

priest-after the slaughter of the prisais 
at Nob, (Les. 49) the priesthood reverted 
to the family of Eleazar, the third son of 
Aaron, ta whose reed it was originally pro-
mined beeause of the fidelity of Phinehas, 
(Lems. 28, 'great blessings) but from whom 
it was ttanaferred to the family of Ithamar 
during the time of the judges; Lesson 39, 
'EU.' .biathar, the only remaining son 
of Ahimelech, remained under the pro-
teation of David, )Less. 49) till bis acces-
alun to the throne of Israel From the time 
ut Z•adok the office continued in the proper 
flue. Less. 60, ' Zadok;' 66, 'banished.' 

adntonidad—affectionately instructed. 

by ,fa$dng—Lesson 55, 'slow him;' 62, 
• t=eacherously ;' 66, 'slain there.' 

gwaed—Lesson 60, ' Shiniei ; 67, ' clay 

si —Lenon 62, ' excuaed.' 

palmid—David composed alarge number 
of sacred eomgs to commemorate important 
events in his own history, and in that of 
bis nation; he also collected many others 
which were known to the people before hie 
reign; all these he arranged, and set to 
music, and appointed to be sung, in order 
in the tabernacle, and subsequently in the 
temple. 

spake by me—in the sacred compositions 
referred to—the book of Peaime. 

Rork—Da$id views lamai, metaphorically, 
as a holy superstructure, baying for its im-
moveable Rock of ages the immutable and 
eternal Jehovah. 

Xe Ikai—God—every man occupying the 
station of a Ruler, whether independent of 
other raiera or subordinate ta thorn, should 
keep this injonction constantly before him ; 
knowing that he is responsible to God for 
the faitbful discharge of his duties. 

wh.n, ic—those who rule in the fear of 
God will 8nd that the clouds raised by men, 
to darken or mislead them, will speedily 
vanish. 

a# the —the justice and benevolence of an 
upright ruler, shall render bis name refresh-
ing and grateful in the affections of hie 
people. 

springing—the gesse springs with amas-
ing gnickness in eastern chines after the 
descent of fertilizing showers. 

nol so—David here refers to the irreligious 
conduct of some members of bis family, 
as well as to hie own ah i; and refiectingon 
these acte, he takes occasion to admire the 
condescension of God in adhering to bis 
promises to him and bis seed. 
everlasting—Lesson 57, 'bouse' ' for evor.' 
ordered —the covenant was properly and 

accurately drawn up. Lesson 57 ; Psalu 
lxxxix. 19-37. 

buried—the sepulchre of the kings, in 
Jerusalem, was cut t trough the solid rock, 
and consisted of seveml chambers with 
niches in the aides where the coffins were 
laid. Travellers mention these sepulchres 
as interesting objecta to visit. Less. 55, 
' sepuicbre.'. 
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PERIOD V.] 	THE LAST WORDS OF DAVID, 

"THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SPAKE BY ME, AND HIS WORD WAS IN NT TONBQE.^ 

Thus bath the son of Jesse said, 
When Israel's God had raised his head 

To high imperial sway, 
Struck with bis last poetic fire, 
Zion's sweet psalmist tun'd his lyre 

To this harmonious lay. 

Thus dictates Israel's sacred rock; 
Thus hath the God of Jacob spoke 
By my responsive tongue: 
Behold the just One over men 
Commencing his religious reign 

Great subject of my song; 

So gently shines the genial ray, 
The cloudless lamp of rising day, 

And cheers the tender flow'rs, 
When midnight's soft diffusive rain 
Hath bless'd the gardens and the plain 

With kind refreshing showers. 

Shall not my bouse this honour boast? 
My soul th' eternal cov'nant trust, 

Well order'd still and sure? 
There all my hopes and wishes meet: 
In death I call its blessing sweet, 

And feel its bond secure. 	 DODDRiDOE. 

66. SOLOMON'S SACRIFICES, VISION, &c. 
1 Kings ii. 13-iii. 

Solomon and the congregation of Israel went to Gibeon. 
There he offered a thousand burnt offerings to God. God 
appeared to him in a •dream by night, and said," Ask what I 
shall give thee." And Solomon said," Thou hast shewed unto 
thy servant David my father great mercy, •according as he 
walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in tip-
rightness of heart with thee; and •thou hast kept for him this 
great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his 
throne, as it is thi3 day. And now, O Lord my God, thou 
hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and 
I am but •a little child: I know not .how to go out or come in. 
And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast 
chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted 
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SOLOMON'S JUDGMENT. ADONIJAH AGAIN REBELS. 

for multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding 
heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good 
and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people ?" 
And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked 
this thing. And God said unto him, "Because thou hast asked 
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life ; neither 
hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 
enemies: but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern 
judgment; Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, 
I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that 
there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall 
any rise like unto thee. And I have also given thee that 
which thou hast not asked, both riches and honour: so that 
there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy 
days. And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes, 
•as thy father David did walk, then I will -lengthen thy days." 

Two women came to Solomon for judgment. They lived 
in one house and they both had infants. One of the infants 
died in the night. The woman to whom it belonged took the 
other woman's child, and put her dead child by the side of the 
mother of the living child. In the morning the mother of the 
living child knew that the dead child was not hers, and that 
the children had been exchanged. So they came before Solo-
mon, and made their complaint. Solomon then -said," Bring me 
•a sword and divide the living child in two, and give half to the 
one and half to the other ?" But the mother of the living child 
cried out, Il Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it." 
The other woman said," Nay, but divide it." Then Solomon 
knew which was the real mother of the living child, and he 
commanded it to be given to hec. 

Adonijah again •conspired against Solomon, and he sent 
Benaiah to put him to death. Abiathar and Joab had -joined 
in his conspiracy. Solomon 'banished Abiathar to Anathoth ; he 
would not put him to death because he had been much with 
David in his afflictions. Abiathar was a descendant of Eli, 
and the prophecy against Eli's seed was thus fulfilled. Joab 
fled to the tabernacle, and was •slain there, by Benaiah. At 
this time Solomon sent for -Shimei, and said if he left Jer- 
usalem, he should surely die. 	 199 



PERIOD V.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

dream—Lesson 7, 'vision: 
according—the measure of our bless- 

ings will not be according to onr merit, 
but the continuance of God's mercies 
will be regulated by the obedience or' 
disobedience of oar lives, and by the 
sincerity or deceitfulness of our hearts. 

thon k,sf—God'a children trace ail 
their prosperity to him who putteth 
down one and setteth up another ; who 
gives or withholds bis blessings as seem-
eth him good. 

a little child—he felt that the office to 
which he in bis tenderyouth, was 
elevated, was of such dignity and ree-
ponsibility that his experience and 
qualifications were disproportionate fo 
the task of fulfilling its duties; and he 
gave utterance fo the language of be-
coming humility. 

as—not substituting the rasbness of 
Saul (Less. 45, ',even days') for faith-
fui obedience to the Lord's will; nor 
setting up the gods of the beathen, or 
any representation of Jehovah, aa objects 
of religions adoration. Lesson 71, 

turned.' 
kngthen—tbe promise of long life lo 

those who honoured their Parents, 
(Less. 22) sboald be fulfilled in Solo-
mon's history, if he honoured bis father's 
instruction and exemple by adhering 
faithfully to the Lord's service. The 
Prolonging ofhis dynasty is also included 
in this promise. Lees. 57, 'for ever.' 

said—the exercise of snob a preroga. 
tive as this, which gave Solomon the 
power of deciding a question of life and 
death in so anmmary a manner, would 
not be tolerated in European countries; 
but in the East, where authority is 
arbitrary und despotic, this prerogative 
is admitted as the aovereign's right. 

The despotism, however, of the kings of 
Israel was kept in check by the equit-
able laws of Moses, and by the beuign 
influence of the established religion. 

a sword—his object was to ascertain 
which of the women loved the child :he 
best. 

conspired—he asked flint a wifeshmld 
be given him from the royal houaebold 
of David, hoping that by each a mer-
nage, he he might create a strong party â 
support of hie claims. 

put dia, fo death—treason against fie 
king's life is in every country esteen• 
ed a crime deserving of death; so wa 
it in Israel. The request of Adonijab 
included the design of dethrnning Solo. 
mon and putting him to death, the very 
attempt to accomplish which, would 
cause a fearful commotion in Israel. 

joined—tbia is the second time they 
gave evidence of their hatred• of bisa 
whom God had chosen to raie bis people. 
Lesson 64. 
banished--confined to bis city Anathofh, 

and excluded from ail participation in 
the public service of the Sauctoary. 
Lesson 39, 'seed;' 49,'Abiathar: 

slain (here—the privileges of Çod's 
altar extended not to the protegitlnn ef 
a murderer and a twice-couvieted 
conspira for; justice is paramount tojdl 
civil or religions prerogatives. Les. 65, 
'by slaying.' 

Shimei—Lesson 67,' stay him. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

ANATNOTH—a levitical city, and a 
city of refuge in the tribe of Benjamin. 
Jeremiah the prophet was a nativeof 
ibis place, and he purchased a field la 
it of Hanameel, bis oncle'# son. 

SOLOMON'S CHOICE. 

«QJVP. THY SERVANT AN UNDERSTANDING HL4RT TO JUDGE THY PEOPLE 

Almighty God, in humble prayer, 
To Thee our souls we lift, 

Do Thon our waiting minds prepare 
For thy moat needful gift. 
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8OLOMON MARRIES PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER. [1095-975 B.C. 

We ask not golden streams of wealth 
Along our path to flow; 

We ask not undecaying health, 
Nor length of years below. 

We ask not honours which an hour 
May bring and take away ; 

We ask not pleasure, pomp, and power, 
Lest we should go astray. 

We ask for wisdom :—Lord, impart 
The knowledge bow to live; 

A wise and understanding heart 
To all before Thee give. 

For we, like children, born in sin, 
Know not, till Thou hast 'taught, 

How to go out, or how come in, 
By word, or deed, or thought. 

The young remember Thee in youth, 
Before the evil days ! 

The old be guided by thy truth 
In wisdom's pleasant ways! 

J. MONTGOMERY. 

67. THE COVENANT WITH HIRAM. SHIMEI SLAIN. 
1 Kings iii. 1; 2 Chron. ii; 1 Kings y; 1 Kings ii. 39-46. 
Solomon married the •daughter of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 

and brought her unto the •city of David, until lie had made an 
end of building his own house, and the house of the Lord, and 
the •wall of Jerusalem round about. And Solomon •reigned 
over all kingdoms •from the river unto the land of the Philis-
tines, and unto the border of Egypt. And he had a thousand 
and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand •horsemen, 
which he placed in the •chariot cities and at Jerusalem. 

He sent to •Hiram, king of Tyre, who was ever a lover of 
David, desiring that he would command his servants to hew 
him •cedar-trees and •fir-trees out of Lebanon. Hiram was 
pleased with this, and •said, "Because the Lord hath loved his 
people, he hath made thee king over them. Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, that made heaven and earth, who hath 
given to David, the king; a wise son, endued with prudence 
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PERIOD V.] TILE AGREEI[HNT WITH KING HIRAM. 

and understanding, that might build a house for the Lord, and 
a house for his kingdom." He said moreover, "1 will do ail 
thy desire concerning timber of cedar and timber of fir; my 
servants shall bring them down from Lebanon •unto the sea; 
and I will convey them by sea in floats, unto the place that 
thou shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be discharged• 
there, and thou shalt receive them; and thou shalt accomplish 
my desire in giving •food for my household." And Solomon 
gave Hiram •twenty-thousand measures of wheat, for food to 
his household, and •twenty measures of pure oil; thus gave 
Solomon to Hiram year by year. Solomon appointed 
three-score-and-ten-thousand men to bear burdens; four-
score-thousand to hew in the mountains; and three-thousand-
and-sig-hundred to oversee them. Solomon also desired 
Hiram to send him a skilful man to work in gold, silver, 
brass, and iron; in purple, and crimson, and blue. King 
Hiram sent Hiram, a widow's son; the widow was of the 
tribe of Dan, but her deceased husband was a man of Tyre. 
And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him; 
and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and they 
two made a league together. 

After three years, two of the servants of Shimei ran away 
to Gath. Shimei went after them, and brought them to 
Jerusalem. It was told Solomon that Shimei had been at 
Gath, and was returned. Solomon sent for Shimei, and told 
him of the oath he had sworn not to leave Jerusalem. He also 
reminded him of his wickedness towards David, his father, 
and then commanded Benaiah -to slay him. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

daWhter of—Egypt was at this time 
governed by e prince of great power and 
Influence. From the time of Moses till now 
no mention is made of Egypt in the history 
of Israel. The fact that Solomon formed 
an alliance with so powerful a nation—
whose ancestors had kept the Israelites in 
bondage—shews the Importance into which 
the liebrow kingdom had risen. Lee. 70, 
my wifa' 
dey N David—Lee. 60, 'Called It.' 

taall—he extended, raised, and fortified 
the wan. 

reigned —the influence of his piety wad 
wisdom, and the knowledge of hie wedib 
and power, brought the nelgbboarinl 
nations to e voluntary acknowledgment Of 
hie greatness, eo that hie royal away -
not confined to the tribes of IaraeL 

from tie river—from the Euphrates te the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
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NOTES, EXPLANATIONS, ETC. [1095-975 B.C. 

korsemen—Solomon'e affinity with the 
king of Egypt produced results contrary to 
Goda express injunction; Dent xvii. 16. 
Cavalry formed an important feature in hie 
standing army; moreover he maintained 
this great army in a time of national peace 
and great prosperity. Les. 57, ` Hadadezer; 
63, 'numbering.' 

loriot cities—cities used aa magazines for 
military armaments and stores. 

Hfwax.—Les. 56, ' Hiram' 
cedar-iras—Les. 64, 'cedar-trees.' 
fir-bees—they grew abundantly on Mount 

Lebanon and in other parte ut Palestine 
and Syria; they rase in a great height, and 
their timber woe much esteemed, and ap-
piied in building, in varions site, and for 
ins4mnent@ of different kinds. 

,aid—this congratulatory message proves 
that Hiram was a worshipper of the True 
God. 

I seuil do, .}c.—if Hiram bad not 
acceded to Solomon's desire, the design of 
building the temple could scarcely have 
been carried ont Solomon might have 
obtained ail he wanted for the work, except 
timber, from Egypt, but Egypt wanted 
timber more than any other nation. At  

this time Solomon had not yet established 
maritime commerce. Us. 70, ' navy.' 

,oto tit ara—Tyre was on the un—coast; 
being Banked on the west by the towering 
heights of Lebanon; the Tyrians could 
easily command its vast resources of cedars 
and firs. Launching the spars at Tyle they 
formed them into floats or rafts, and casted 
them to Japho (Joppa), the chief maritime 
port of Jude&, from whence they were eau-
veyed to Jerusalem. 

)isod—the want art money, or a national 
current coin, obliged Solomon to pay for 
the timber in goods; this mode of business 
la called barter. Tyre supplied Israel with 
craftsmen, and kaael supplied l' re with 
corn and oit 

20,000 wmanas--namely 400,000 pinta of 
wheat. 

20 measures--or four-hundred pints. 
to day—in eastern courts executioners 

form a necessary appendage to regal estab-
lishments ; for the kings oremperors, being 
armed with despotic powers, find it pru-
dent sometimes to command the immediate 
decapitation of offenders. Shimei's life 
was spared on the condition recorded in 
Lesson 62, which he now violated, sud toue 
brought ruin upon himself. 

BLESSING. 
"BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL." 

Blessed be thy name for ever, 
Thou of life the guard and giver; 
Thou canet guard thy creatures sleeping; 
Heal the heart long broke with weeping. 
God of stillness and of motion, 
Of the desert and the ocean, 
Of the mountain, rock, and river, 
Blessed be thy name for ever. 

Thou who alumberest not, nor aleepest, 
Blest are they thou kindly keepest; 
God of evening's parting ray, 
Of midnight's gloom and dawning day 
That rises from the azure sea, 
Like breathings of eternity; 
God of life 1 that fade shall never, 
Blessed be thy name for ever. H000. 
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68. THE TEMPLE BUILT. 
1 Kings vi. vii. 2 Chronicles iv. 

The •Temple was built at Jerusalem on •Mount Morù h. 
Here stood the •threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite,where 
David had erected an altar to the Lord. It was commenced 
in the fourth year of Solomon's reign. Within, it was overlaid 
with fine gold, and garnished with precious stones. It was 
built of •stone, which was made ready before it was brought 
thither, so that there was neither hammer, nor ai, nor any 
tool of iron heard in the house, while it was building. And 
the length of the house which king Solomon built for the Lord, 
was •threescore cubits, and the breadth •twenty cubits, and the 
height •thirty cubits. And the porch before the temple of the 
house, twenty cubits was the length thereof, according to 
the breadth of the house; and ten cubits was the breadth 
thereof before the house. And he made the most holy house, 
the length whereof was according to the breadth of the house 
twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits; and he 
overlaid it with fine gold, amounting to six-hundred talents. 

And Hiram made a •molten sea: it measured ten cubits from 
the one brim to the other; it was round all about, and its 
height was five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits did compas 
it round about. It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking to-
wards the north, and three looking towards the west, and 
three looking towards the south, and three looking towards 
the east, and the sea was set above upon them, and all their 
hinder parts were inward. And Solomon made all the vessels 
that pertained unto the house of the Lord; the •altar of gold, 
and the table of gold, whereupon the shewbread was, and the 
candlesticks of pure gold, five on the right side, and five on the 
left, before the oracle, with the flowers, and the lamps,_ and 
the tongs of gold, and the bowls, and the snuffers, and the 
basons, and the spoons, and the censers of pure gold; and the 
hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner house, the moot 
holy place, and for the doors of the house, to wit of the temple. 
So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the 
house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the things whieh 
David his father had dedicated; even the silver, and the 
vessels, did he put among the treasures of the house of tbe 
Lord. The ark, 'from Mount Zion, and all the •holy vela 
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THE TEMPLE FINISHED. 	1095-975 B.C.  

were brought into the temple by the Levites. There was 
nothing in the ark save the •two tables of stone, which Moses 
put therein at Horeb. Solomon was seven years in building 
the temple. And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, 
saying, Il Concerning the house which thou art building, -if, 
thon wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my judgments, 
and keep all my commandments to walk in them; then will I 
perform my word with thee which I spake unto David thy 
father: and I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will 
not forsake my people Israel." So Solomon built the house 
and -finished it. 

NOTES AND 

Temple—Lesson 57, 'temple;' this 
magnificent edilee—the glory of Jeru. 
saleur, and the admiration of surround-
ing nations and succeeding ages, formed 
the permanent place of ritual worship 
for the Jewish nation, during a perind ol 
four-hondred-and-twenty years. Lesa. 
122. The inner apartments were simi-
lar in plan to the two divisions of ti e 
tabernacle, & served a similar purpose 
Les. 23, 'tabernacle;' 65, ' an ne t uaty 
The front of the temple, like• that of the 
tabernacle, looked towards the east, su 
that the worshippers, on entering the 
bouse of the Lord, had th'ir backs 
turned apon the nun—that great object 
of pagan idolatry. The splendid porch 
extended across the entire front of the 
building, supported by Iwo massive 
pillars of brass, or rather copper, called 
Jaehin and Boaz, which mean, "it shall 
stand" "in strength.' On each side oi 
the Temple, and in the rear, there were 
erected three stories of chambers, 
which were connected with the main 
building by means of a gallery flint 
surrounded the house. Two courts, os 
arasa, called the inner and the outer 
courts, formed the entrances. 

Mount Mor ah--the commit of this 
bill did not afford space sufficiently 
large for the foundation; it had to be 
levelled, and portions of the valley on 
eithrr side bad tu be filled up before the 
building eonid be commenced. 
tMes*ing flour—L.63,'threshing-floor. 
stone—the atones used were of extra-

audiwary dimensions, some measuring 
fourteen feet long by four feet high. 

EXPLANATIONS. 

three-score cubite—nearly 100 feet. 
twenty cubits—thirty feet. 
thirty cubils—forty-five feet. 
onolien sea—an immense basin of brass, 

used for the same purposes as the laver 
of the tabernacle. Lesson 23. 

altar of—for burning the incense upon. 
from Mou ni Zion—Lesson 56. 
holy vessels—Lesson 23. 
two lables—Lessons 22, 'ten com-

mandments;' 23, 'threw down,''' 'ark;'  
26, 'testimony.' 

if thou mill—hence we see that the 
pecaliar and distingui+hiug privileges 
of the Mosaic dispensation were con-
ditionally conferred npon the people of 
Israel. Solomon was not to presume 
upon the duration of the covenant un-
less he and the people of Israel con-
tinned in obedience. 

finished it—in the eleventh year of 
his reign. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTER. 
Moo,T MoRiAi—the name of a 

mantein on the north-east of Jeru-
aalem ; it was nt first without the city, 
but David purchased it from Araunah 
the Jebusite, and erected on it an altar 
to God; it was altrrwar.ls chosen as 
the situation for the Temple which 
Solomon bnilt, when it was included 
within the walls of the city. 

MOUNT Zto,,—the strong hold, or the 
hill on which was the fort no called 
forming the south-western portion o? 
the ground, on which, et a later period 
Jerusalem stood. 
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PERIOD V.] THE TEMPLE DEDICATED TO GOD. 

PSALM. 

"ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE InM.' 

Fall dowu ye nations and adore 
Jehovah on the mercy seat; 

• Like prostrate seas on every shore, 
That cast their billows at your feet. 
Let hallelujahs to the skies, 
With ocean's everlasting sound— 
The voice of many waters rise 
Day without night, as time goes round. 

Come from the East—with gifts, ye kings 
Bring gold, and frankincense and myrrh; 
Where'er the morning spreads ber wings 
Let man to God his vows prefer. 

Come from the West,—the bond, the free, 
His easy service make your choice; 
Ye isles of the Pacifie sea 
Like halcyon-nests; in God rejoice. 
Come from the South ;—through desert-sands 
A highway for the Lord prepare; 
Let Ethiopia stretch her hands, 
And Lybia pour her soul in prayer. 

Come from the North; let Europe raise 
In all her languages one song; 
Give God the glory, power, and praise, 
That to his holy name belong. 

J. MONTGOMERY. 

69. THE TEMPLE DEDICATED AND ACCEPTED. 
1 Kings viii.-ix. 9; 2 Chron. v.-vii. 

When Solomon •dedicated the Temple to God he assembled 
the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes at Jeru-
salem. All the priests were •sanctified ; and when they came 
out of the holy place, the singers and trumpeters were praising 
the Lord, saying, "For he is good, for his mercy endureth for 
ever." Then the house of the Lord was filled with a cloud, 
for the •glory of the Lord had filled the house of God. 

•Great sacrifices were then offered by the king and all the 
people. The king •kneeled down before all the congregation 
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PROMISES AND WARNINGS. [1095-975 B.C. 

of Israel, and spread forth his hands towards heaven, and 
•prayed for them—that if evils should be sent upon his people 
for their sins, God would hear their prayer, and forgive them 
when they returned to him, and acknowledged their sins. 
Solomon then blessed the whole congregation; and when he 
had made an end of praying, •fire came down from heaven, and 
consumed the burnt-offerings and the sacrifices, and the glory 
of the Lord filled the house. The people bowed upon the 
•pavement, and worshipped, and praised the Lord. The feast 
was kept seven days, and the people returned home glad and 
merry in heart for the goodness of the Lord. 

The Lord appeared to Solomon •by night and said to him, 
"I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to my-
self for a house of sacrifice. If I •shut up heaven that there 
be no rain, or if I command the •locusts to devour the land, or 
if I send •pestilence among my people; if my people, which 
are •called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will 
1 hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land. And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, 
as David thy father walked, and do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my judg-
ments ; then will I establish the throne of thy kingdom, 
according as I have covenanted with David thy father, saying, 
There shall not fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel. But if 
ye turn away and forsake my statutes and my commandments, 
which I have set before you, and shall go and •serve other 
gods and worship them; then will I pluck them up by the 
roots out of my land which I have given them ; and this house, 
which I have sanctified for my name will I cast out of my 
sight, and will make it to be -a proverb and a byword among 
all nations. And this house, which is high, shall be an aston-
i.hment to every one that passeth by it; so that he shall say, 
Why hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and unto this 
bouse P and it shall be answered, Because they forsook the 
Lord God of their fathers, which brought them forth •out of 
:he land of Egypt, and -laid hold on other gods ; and worship-
ied them, and served them; therefore hath he brought all this 
:vil upon them." 	 207. 



PERIOD V.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

dedicated—eleven months after Its 
completion the temple was set spart for 
its proper use, by e special religions ser-
vice. 

aancti%ied—cleansed, and. rendered 
qualified to serve by obedience to the 
many laws given for their persoual ob-
servance. 

glory—Leeson 23, 'glory.' 
Great sacrifices-120,000 sheep, and 

220,000 oxen ; the festival lasted four-
teen deys; the multitudes present were 
immense, among whom the flesh of the 
peace-offerings was distributed. In-
dependently of the. religions character 
of the festival, extensive preparations 
of food were necessary for fhe susten-
ance of flic people. 

kneeled—upon e raised platform in the 
court of flic temple. 

prayed jhr—be prayed that in case 
God's judgments should fall on Iernel 
for their aine, he would forgive them 
when they refnrned to him, repented, 
and conf'eased bis name. Solomon 
knew that al] misery is caused by sin, 
and that the forgiveness of sin prepares 
the way for the removal of every evil. 

lre---Less. 2, 'accepted;'  24 and 81, 
'lire;'  and 37, 'signa.' 

pavement—it was et marble, overlaid 
with planks of fir.  

by night—Lesson 66, 1  a dream.' 
ahul up--prevent the tain from falling, 

thus causing a dronght fhroughout the 
land, with ita concomitant evils of 
famine and thirst. Less. 80, ' dew nor 
rain;' 81,' great rain: 

locuais—Less. 18, '8th plague.' 
pestilence—fhe Lord sent this fearful 

*courge upon tbe Israelites in the wil-
derneca on accountoftheir %in in making 
the golden calf, Lesson 23; when they 
proposed to return to Egypt ; when they 
rose op fo justify the rebellion ofKoreb, 
Les@. 26; when they fell into idolatry 
nt Shittim, Legs. 28; and when David 
numb-red the people, Leeson 63. . 

called by my name—Less. 13,' Israel: 
serre—Leas. 13,' images;' 23, `calf;' 

32, 'former;' 33, ' league, &c. 34,'1 
bad, &c. ; 35, 'served;'  37, threw 
down, &c.;' 75, ` forsook ;' 78, 'worship-
ped Baal;' &c. 

a proverb and a by-,cord—spoken of 
with contempt; Oeuf. xxviii. 3t; 
1 Kings ix. 7; the Jews were tube thus 
alluded tuas an awful instance of diviot 
poniahment if they forsook God. 

out of—Lesson 108 and 118,'takksa 
captive. 

laid hold—embraced with the atfss-
tion of e devotee. 

SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. 

«THE GLORY OF THE LORD FILLED THE noyau OF THL LORD." 

With what magnificence sublime 
To outward sense in ancient time 

Thy temple, Lord! appeal'd; 
° 	When thus, descending from on high, 

The glory- of thy majesty 
Was veil'd—and yet reveal'd. 

Well may some moods of thought be knows 
When to that pomp, for ever flown, 

We turn our mental gaze, 
And mourn the splendour of the put 
Should now no sun-like glory cast 

On these degenerate days! 
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TADMOR BUILT. SOLOMON's NAVY. [1095-975 B.C. 

The thought forbid;—teach us to see 
A temple, Lord! more worthy thee, 

Which thou would'st now prepare 
Within the heart by grace divine; 
Oh ! guide us to that inner shrine, 

That we may worship there. 

Not all the skill, not all the cost, 
Nor rites of Levi's sacred host 

Which then adorn'd thy fane, 
Could more availing power impart 
Than the poor, contrite humble heart, 

May now from Jesus gain. 

On Sinai's consecrated hill, 
As in that pile,—dark clouds, were still 

Around thy presence bright; 
But in the temple of the soul, 
The broken heart, by thee made whole, 

Shall worship thee IN LIGHT! 
BARTON. 

70. TADMOR BUILT. THE QUEEN OF SHEBA. 
2 Chron. viii. & 1 Kings ix. 10-x. 

And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, wherein 
~3ô1omon had built the house of the Lord, and his own house, 
that he built Tadmor in the wilderness, and several store 
cities in Hamath, and in other parts of his dominions. And 
all the Canaanites who were left in the land Solomon made 
•tributary to him. And Solomon brought up the daughter of 
Pharaoh out of the city of David unto the house that he had 
built for her; for he said, "My wife shall not dwell in the 
bouse of David, king of Israel, because •the places are holy, 
whereunto the ark of the Lord hath come." The city of 
Gezer was presented by Pharaoh to Solomon's wife. 

Solomon made a •navy of ships at Ezion geber, and king 
Hiram sent in the navy his servants, shipmen that had 
knowledge of the sea, and •they went to Op/tir, and brought 
gold from thence to king Solomon. Solomon had also a navy 
at Tlaarshisle, and once in three years, the ships brought him 
gold, and silver, •ivory, and •apes, and •peacocks. So king 
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PERIOD V.] THE QUEEN OF SHEBA VISITS SOLOMON. 

Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for •riches and for 
wisdom. And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put in his heart. And they brought 
every man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, 
and garments, and armour, spices, horses, and mules, a rate 
year by year. And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem 
as stones, and cedars made he to be as the •sycamore trees that 
are in the vale, for abundance. 

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, 
she came to prove him with •hard questions at Jerusalem, 
with a very great company, and camels that bare spices, and 
gold in abundance, and precious stones : and when she was 
come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in 
her heart. And Solomon told her al] her questions : and 
there was nothing hid from Solomon which he told her not. 
And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of 
Solomon, and the house that he had built, and all things be-
longing to his household; and his •ascent by which he went up 
into the house of the Lord ; there was no more •spirit in her. 
And she said to the king," It was a true report which I heard 
in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom: bowbeit I 
believed not their words, until I came and mine eyes had seen 
it: and, behold, the one half of the greatness of thy wisdom 
was not told me : for thou exceedest the fame that I heard. 
Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants which 
stand continualiy before thee, and hear thy wisdom. Blessed 
be the Lord thy God, which delighteth in thee to set thee on 
his throne, to be king for tbe Lord thy God : •because thy God 
loved Israel, to establish them for ever, therefore made he 
thee king over them, to do judgment and justice." And she 
gave the king a hundred-and-twenty talents of gold, and of 
spices great abuudance, and precious stones: neither was there 
any such spice as the queen of Sheba gave king Solomon. 
And king Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire, 
•whatsoever she asked, beside that which she had brought unto 
the king. So she turned, and went away to her own land, 
she and her servants. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1095-975 B.C. 
tributary—Less 83, 'tributaries.' 
my wife—Pharaoh's daughter we 

Solomnn's prin~•ipal wife(compare Le 
34, 'concubine:) The Hebrews wer 
permitted to marry women of othe 
nations—except those of the seven ni 
tions of the Canaanites—provided suc 
wives embraced the religion of th 
Hebrews. At this early time of bis lil 
Solomon would not be likely to neglei 
the law of Moyes, if is therefore genes 
ally considered that Pharaoh's danghtt 
forsook idolatry, and il is not stated 1 
any part of the Scripture that Solution
set up the idols of F gypt in the lattE 
part of his life, when his idolatrou 
wives seduced him to commit this au 
other ains. Lesson 67, 'daughter of.' 

the places are holy—a tabernacle ha 
be«n made for the ark in David's bous, 
Solomon feared lest bis wife, a stranger 
and a proselyte to the religion of th 
Hebrews, might, from ignorance, defil 
a place rendered sacred by the symbi 
of the Divine presence. 

sway--a fleet; a large number ofsai 
ing vessels. 

they scent—it is generally suppose 
that the profitable trade which Solution
thus carried ou extended to the coasta i 
Africa and India ; the Pha'nicians wet 
the earliest navigators, but having n 
compas, by which to directtheircoursi  

they were compelled to keep within 
short distance ofthe cosat,consequen 
ly a voyage which would now be quickl 
performed, then occupied much time. 

gold—gold did not occupy the chip 
place in the estimation of the Israeli fi 
—' pare brass' being considered the ma: 
valuable metal. 

silver—was the principal medium 
trade--not coined, but used by weigh 
Many of the great men of Israel ha 
their domestic establishments enrichi 
with vessels made of these precfoi 
metals. 

ivory—tusks and teeth of the elephai 
and hippopotamus. 

apes—these animals, which hear 
striking a resemblance to the hume 
form, were among the objects of Egy 
tien idolatry, and are still worshipped 
parts of India. 

peacocks—the peacock being a bird of 
singular beauty was, and is sti11, desired 
by the wealthy, as an ornament to their 
grounds; the word is supposed by some 
autborilies to mean parrots. 

riches aced wisdom—n desire forknow-
ledge was pre-eminent in Solomon; and 
bis agents would doubtless be instruct-
ed to bring with them from the different 
conntries they visited, all things finit 
were useful, curions, or beaatifal—pro-
ductions of those countries. 

sycamore—thin tree, which was com-
mon in Canaan, Egypt, and other 
caetera countries was mach used in 
building. Egyptian coffins formed ofit, 
have been found in a sound state after 
the lapse of nearly 8,000 years. It 
yielded a fruit, which resembled figs. 
Lesson 103, ' gatberer.' 

hard gaestinns—riddles; Lesson 40, 
'riddle;' puzzlingpro ositions, and pro. 
bably questions on religion, natural his. 
tory, astronomy, &c. 

ascent—the solemn and majestic pro-
cession of his household to the Temple 
—not an ostentations display, buta pro-
cession of devout and highly favoured 
worshippers, led by the wisest of men. 

spirit—conceit of her own greatness; 
bis wisdom was more surprising to her 
than his wealth and grandeur. 

because—compare Les. 56,' his people: 
whaisoeaer she asked—it in probable 

that she asked for costly presents; this 
practice in theEast is not considered de-
grading, rapacious, or mean. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
TAnmoa—' a palm tree;' a city situ-

ated in the desert ofSyria,called "Tad-
mor in the wilderness;" it was built by 
Solomon, and was afterwards called 
Palmyra. Tadmor was probably built 
by Solomon as a depot for merchandise, 
a resting place for the large caravans of 
merchants which traversed the desert, 
and a watering place for carcels. The 
caravan Traffic of the East engaged 
Solomon's attention as well as mari-
time traffic. Tadmor was well situ-
ated for the business of those merchauta 
who traded between the Mediterranean 
Sea, across the Syrian desert to the 
Euphrates. 
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PERIOD V.] 	 Il  TADMOR." 

GBZBK—a city of Canaan theinhabit. 
ants of which were not expelled by the 
Israelites, though their king. Hormah, 
was overthrown with bis mighty army 
by Jocltua. Many years after, Phe-
raob, king of Egypt. destroyed its in-
habitants, and gave the rity, ana present, 
to bis daughter, Solomon's wife. 

EzioN-OEBER—one of the encamp-
mente of the Israelites in the wil-
derness; it was on the coast of the Red 
Sen. It was the place where Solomon 
boilt bis chips wherewith to trade to 
distant countries; and also the place et 
which Jebochapbat and Ahaziah built 
ships to trade to Tarshish. 

OPHIR—a country to which Solomon 
and Hiram, king of Tyre, traded by 
ships l'or gold, almug-trees, and pre. 
cious stones; thought by some to be in 
India, by others in Arabia, and by 
others in Africa. 

THARSHtsH—a country, the situation  

of which is unknown; to wbich Solo-
mon traded for" gold, and silver, ivory, 
apes, and peacocks?' The ships of Thar-
shish were large merchant ships, so 
framed as to be enabled to take long 
voyages. Wherever Tbarshish was 
situated, it appears to bave been called 
after one of the sons of Javan, whose 
descendants were doubtless settled 
there. 

SHEBA—called also Saba, a district 
in the northern part of Arabia, lying 
between the Red Sea and the Indien 
Ocean; Lesson 11, ' Sabenns: Whe-
ther Solomon's royal visitor, the Queen 
of Sheba, came from Phis country or 
from Abyssinie must. remain matter of 
doubt. The Abyseinians ascribe to e 
visit of their queen to Salomon, the 
introduction of the Jewish religion into 
their country ; and we rend that a chief 
motive for ber journey was that "she 
hsd heard of the fame of Solomon, 
concerning the name of the Lord." 

TADMOR. 
"AND SOLOMON BUILT TADMOR IN THE WILDERNESS." 

The past—the past—the hoary past-1 - 
It rises in its youth again! 

O'er Syria's desert, void and vast, 
I see the Lord of Israel reign! 

From the green land of palms around 
The roufs of ancient Tadmor rise; 

And S,yria's breezes waft the sound 
Of Lion's holy melodies! 

Behold the bearded Hebrew bend 
Tow'rd the far land Jehovah gave, 

While strains from Israel's harps ascend 
First heard by Siloa's distant wave! 

Sec the pale maids of Judah dancing 
In many a long and palmy bower, 

Their glorious eyes with dark fire glancing, 
Beneath their own rich sunset's hour! 

It fades—it fades--the dream is o'er, 
I sec grey Tadmor's roofs no more. 

Again—again !—in otber years, 
On Tadmor's site behold arise 

The young Palmyra ; bright she rears, 
Hcr marble crown in eastern skies! 
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71. SOLOMON'S WISDOM. HIS OFFENCES. 
1 Kings iv. & xi. 1-25. 

God gave Solomon exceeding much wisdom, and un-
derstanding, and •largeness of heart. Hie wisdom excelled the 
wisdom of ail the children of the •east country, and all the 
wisdom -of Egypt. His fame was in ail nations. He spake of 
ail kinds of trees, from the •cedar-tree that is in Lebanon, even 
unto the •hyssop that springeth out of the wall; he spake also 
of beasts, of fowls, of creeping things, and of fiches. And he 
spake three-thousand •proverbs and one thousand-and-five 
songs. He had twelve officers over ail Israel to provide 
victuals for his household. And Solomon's provision for one 
day was thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore measures 
of meal ; ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, 
and a hundred sheep, besides •harts, and •roe-bucks, and •fallow-
deer, and fatted fowls. Judah and Israel were many •as the 
sand which is by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking, 
and n}aking merry ; for they ail dwelt safely, every man •under 
his vine and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beersheba 
ail the days of Solomon. Solomon's dominions were very 
large, as God had •covenanted to Abraham; he reigned over 
ail kingdoms, •from the river unto the land of the Philistines, 
and •unto the border of Egypt: they brought presents, and 
served Solomon ail the days of his life; and he had peace on 
ail sides round about. 

When Solomon grew older he offended God ; he took •a great 
many wives from •strange nations, and his heart was •not per-
fect with the Lord, as was the heart of David his father. He 
served the idols of the •Zidonians, and the •Ammonites, and the 
•Moabites, and he burned incense and sacrificed to them. Then 
the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was •turned 
from the Lord God of Israel, which had appeared unto him 
twice; and had commanded him concerning this thing, that 
he should not go after other gode: but he kept not that which 
the Lord commanded. Wherefore the Lord said unto Solo-
mon, 'l Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thon hast not 
kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded 
thee, 1 will surely -rend the kingdom from thee, and will give 
it to thy •servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do 
it for David thy father's cake; but I will rend it out of the 
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PERIOD V.J 	SOLOMON'S ENEMIES, ETC. 

hand of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend away all the king-
dom ; but will give •one tribe to thy son -for David my ser-
vant's sake and for Jerusalem's sake 'which I have chosen." 
God also stirred up against Solomon—•Hadad, who bad 
fled from Edom into Egypt, in the days of David, and •Rezon 
of Damascus. And -Jeroboam, whom Solomon had made a 
ruler, also lifted up his band against Solomon. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

targeneaa, tçc.—a generous diapositioi 
and a liberal mind. 

east country—alluding ta the Cha 
deans, who were celebrated for the 
astronomical knowledge. 

of Egypt—this country had long bee 
renowned for its learning, and its knov 
ledge of the arts. Lesson 17, 'Moses 
30, ' book of the law.' 

cedar-tree—Lesson 29, 'Lebanon 
67, cedar-trees: 

hysnop—the precise plant referred 1 
cannot be determined; the idea intend, 
ta be conveyed is, that he spoke, ( 
rather urofe, of all kinds of plant 
from the most majestic to the @malles 
Solomon made every plant and anima  
that came under his observation 
subject of study. His wrifiuga e 
natural history were numerous, bi 
they are lost. 

proeerbs—wise sentences; of the' 
proverbs all that are remaining ai 
preserved in the Books of Proverb 
and of Ecclesiastes. 

hart—a clean animal, according 1 
the law; it is a graceful and beaut,G 
species et deer, extremely swift, bi 
soon overcome by hanger and thirst. 

roe-buck—the gaieIIe of Judes ; lil 
the hart, this animal is remnrknble fi 
its agility, and its symmetrical figure. 

fallow-deer--a larger species of dei 
than either of the above. 

as thesand—a hyperbolic expressi( 
denoting the countless multitudes 
Judah and Israel. 

s sder his ornn, kc.--a beautiful fign 
motive 2pression implying the domest 

happiness of the people, their peace, 
and security; the allusion informs us of 
the habit of planting and training vines 
and fig-trees near fo their habitations, 
under which they commonly took their 
repnsts ; Les. 38, '6g-trac,' 'vine ; 50, 
'wine,' ' figa: This striking fleure is 
applied by the prophets Mirab and 
Zecbariah to the times of millennial 
peace and happiness; Micah iv. 4 
Zeehariah iii. 10. 

covenanted—Lesson 8. 
from the tier—the extreme eastern 

paint of Solomon's dominions was 
Tiphsah, on the Euphrates, where was 
a celebrated ford, which enhanced the 
character of the place as a trading 
station—being the point of intercourse 
between the nations east and west or 
the river. 

unto—Azaah, whi'-h means Gaza, is 
given as the western extremity of Solo-
mon's dominions; it sas on the eoast of 
the Mediterranean Sea as far south as 
Egypt. Lesson 41, 'Gaza.' 

a grisai many—Solomon fooliok1T 
imitated the grandeur et eastern mou_ 
archs, who regard extensive harem* as 
uecensnry appendages to the pomp of 
royalty. He also sinned against the 
law in multiplying wives, and in marry-
ing idolaters who retained their idol-
atrous customs. 

stranee—they were strangers to tue 
nations' covenant with lai-sel, end to 
the holy religion communicated to 
j Moses by Jehovah. Les.32, • come flot 
35,' took their daughters.' 

not perfect—he first tolerated tbriir 
idolntries, then he joined theworsbiip of 
idols with the worship of Jehovah. 



"ALL IS VANITY." 	[1095-975 B.C. . 

Zidonians—Tesson 33, ` Ashtaroth: 
79,' Zidonians.' 

dnmwnites—they worshipped Moloch 
by the horrid devotion of human sacri-
fices. The Jewish Rabbins tell us that 
this idol was made of brasa, seated on a 
throne; the throne and image being 
hollow, were made red bot by fires 
within ; the victims were then thrown 
into the arms of the idol, and almost 
immediately burned to death. The cries 
of the sufferers were drowned by drun5s 
and timbrels. Dent. aii.31 ; Jer. vii.31. 
Moloch means 'king.' 

Moabites—their chief deity was 
Chemosh, or Basl-peor; the rites con-
nected with its worship were abomin-
ably impure and revolting. Lesson 28, 
'advice;' 33,' Baal: 

lanced—Lessons 3,5, 'took their 
danghfera; 66, 'as thy father;' 68, 

if thon wilt;' 69,' laid hold: 

rend—tenr it away; the division of 
the kingdom would not he effected 
without violence. 

.errant—ieroboam ; Lesson 73. He 
was an Ephraimite, and baving shewn 
ability and diligence, he was employed 
by Solomon to collect certain revenues 
from the tribes of Ephraim & Manasseh. 

one tribe—the Bei.jamites, who would 
remain subject to David's bouse, &long 
with David's own tribe—Judah. 

fur David's sake—Lesson 5T. 
Hadad—when David overran Edom, 

(Lesson 5T, 'conquered') Hadad, who 
was then but a child, was carried into 
Egypt, where he was received by Pha-
raoh ; when lie grew up , he married the 
queen's sister. Alter David's death, he 
returned to Edom, and towards the 
close of Solomon's reign he became his 
adversary. 

Rezon—at the head of a company of 
lawless soldiers he made several incur-
sions on the Syrian territory of Solo-
mon, and at length established a king-
dom of which Damascus was the capital. 
He lead originally been a commander in 
Hadadezer's army. Less. 5T,' Hadad-
ezer: 
Jeroboam—' peuple increasing.' Les. 72. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
DAN TO BBERSHRBA—Dan wax a city 

in the north of Canaan ; Lesson 34, 
' Laish.' Beersheba was a celebrated 
place in the south of Canaan. The 
expression "from Dan to Beersheba" 
is often used in the Old Testament to 
designate the extent of Canaan from 
north to south. 

ALL IS VANITY. 

'Tis vain, with eager heart, to grasp 
At earthly joy, or earthly treasure; 

For fate shall still the hand unclasp, 
And dash away thy cup of pleasure. 

Honour is vain—the voice of fame, 
Is changeful as the changeful breezes; 

:Cow fans thy glowing heart to flame, 
And now thy stream of comfort freezes. 

And wealth is vain—the evening gale, 
Oft strips the bough that bloomed at morniug, 

As quickly may thy riches fail, 
And plausive lips be turned to scorning. 
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PERIOD v.] 	SOLOMON'S REPENTANCE. 

Friendship is vain—the human heart, 
Like wave and wind, no power can bind it; 

Today may say—" We never part!" 
Tomorrow—and where shalt thou find it? 

And love is vain—for she, so fair, 
So full of joy, so free from sorrow, 

So fond, so sweet—thy bliss, thy care— 
May leave thee for the grave tomorrow. 

Yet while, through each deceitful thing, 
Time bears thee like a rapid river, 

Oh ! to the Rock of Ages cling— 
It stands for ever and for ever. 

W. Kxox. 

72. SOLOMON'S ENEMIES. HIS REPENTANCE. 
1 Kings xi. 26-43. Proverbs. 

-Ahijah, the prophet, •declared God's purposes against Solomon 
to Jeroboam, saying that God would take •the kingdom out of 
Solomon's son's hand and give ten tribes to him. Ahijah 
also declared that •if Jeroboam did right, and kept God's 
commandments, God would •build him a sure house and give 
Israel to him. God also said he would •afflict the seed of 
David, but not for ever. Solomon -sought to kill Jeroboam, 
but he fled unto •Shishak, king of Egypt, and was there till the 
death of Solomon. 

Solomon is supposed to have written the book of •Ecclesiastes 
just before his death, after he had •repented of bis sins. He 
said, "One •generation passeth away, and another generation 
cometh ; but the earth abideth -for ever. •The sun also ariseth 
and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to the place where he 
arose. •The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about 
unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind 
returneth again according to his circuits. All •the rivers run 
into the sea; yet the sea is not full ; unto the place from whence 
the rivers come, thither they return again. AU things are •fu£ 
of labour ; man cannot utter it ; the eye is •not satisfied with 
seeing, nor the ear filled with bearing. I •communed with 
mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to a great 'estate, and 
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PROVEBBS OF SOLOMON. 	[1095-975 B.C. 

have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before 
me in Jerusalem ; yea, my heart had great experience of 
wisdom and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know wisdom 
and to know •madness and folly; I perceived that this also is 
vexation of spirit. I have seen all the works that are done 
under the sun; and behold •all is vanity and •vexation of spirit. 
•Better is a poor and wise child, than an old and foolish king, 
who will no more be •admonished. Because •sentence against 
an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of 
the sons of men •is fully set in them to do evil. •Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither 
thou goest. •Remember now thy Creator in the days of Thy 
youth, while the •evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them." 
Solomon finishes all his instructions by saying, °° Let us hear 
the •conclusion of the whole matter; •Fear God and •keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man; for God 
shall bring every work into judgment with every •secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil." Solomon reigned 
over all Israel •fortty years, and was buried in the city of David. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

4Asjah—he lived at Shiloh. Less. 76. I kings of this royal Une, for the kingly 
declared—Ahijah met Jeroboam, and power should not depart from the tribe 

seizing his mantle he rent it into fwefoe I of Judah till the Messiab should come, 
pieces, of which he gave him leu. He I who should be of the bouse and lineage 
then proceeded to explain this signifi- lof David. Gen.alia.10; Lukei.26; ii.4. 
cant action. Symbolical actions are I sought—Ahijah's communication to 
mach used in the East; this is the first Jeroboam becoming known, Solomon 's 
we rend of in any prophet, though they jealousy was excited. 
afterwards became frequent. See Job Shishak—it appears that Solomon had 
aaia. 9; Prov. vi. 13; ai.E1 ; Matt.vi.3. not been on very friendly terms with 

the kingdom— Lesson 71, 'rend.' 	Shishak, since be afforded protection to 
if—ôrild—the promise wascooditionel, Jeroboam when be fled into Egypt. 

and required the obedience of .Jeroboam 	& 	actes—' The preacher.' 
and his race, in which case God would 
give him an illustrions line of descend- I repented—expressed sorrow for bis 
ants to the latest period of Israel's I offences, and proved bis sincerity by story. 	 r eturning to the worship of the tree God. 

afict,--batnoiforever—the descend- I generation—race of human beings; 
ants of David should reign only over two all the grown up people living on the 
out of the twelve tribes ; nevertheless, earth at the same time. There are 
there should be a constant sucession of three generations in every century. 
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PERIOD V.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

for ever—it still continues the same, 
notwithstanding the fluctuations and 
vicissitudes of human life. 

The sun—there is more stability and 
regularity in the sun'srisingandsetting 
than in human affaira. Leas, ai, 'stood 
still' 

The wind—we cannot tell " wbence it 
cometh nor whither it goetb;' yet, it is 
governed by certain naturel laws and il 
is leas unstable than things that are 
governed by man. In Palestine the 
north wind and the south-west wind 
brought fair weather ; the south wind 
produced hent; and the bot east wind 
wttbered vegetation, and was dangerous 
to marinera. 

the rivers—the waters of the sen are 
carried into the clouds by evaporation, 
and liberated in showers upon the ]and, 
especially upon mountains, from whence 
atreams descend ; these uniting, form 
rivers, which again flow into the sea. 
A particle of water rises from the sen, 
fulfils its services in the atmospbere, on 
the earth, in the rivera, and then returns 
to the sen. 

full of labour—every creature made 
by God fuI61s the design of its creation. 

no! satisfied—there is no point of bu. 
man knowledge at which the inquiring 
mind wonld be willing te stop; the 
intelligent investigation of the laws of 
nature leads fromone subject toanother, 
es Solomon had experienced during his 
researches. 

communed rnilh—spoke tu himself 
mentally; reasoned with himself. 

estate—con•iition of life. Solomon 
bad come to thesummitofhuman great-
neas, nad bis wisdom was universally 
acknowledged. 

madness andf,lly— this in a confession 
of bi. rashness and bis fall ; he gave 
himself up voluntarily to net from pas-
sion, forgetting God, and renouncing the 
dictates of conscience and reason. 

all is vanity—every thing changes and 
perishes. 

oexnlion—the comfort which the world 
and its pleasures yield is transitory and 
uncatiefyiug. 

Ilelfer—poverty, wisdom, and the 
feechnbleneas of a child form a happier 
combination of cbarecter than kingly 
riches, foolishness, and the self-sufH-
cienry of age. 

admonished—warned; instructed. 
sentence—threatened punishment. 
is fully sel—they abuse God 's forbear-

ance to their own ruin. 
Whatsoever—that which is right in it-

self to be done, and which is also in 
your power to do—do it. 

might—with that earnestness of 
purpose which they should feel who 
know not how soon they may descend 
into the grave. 

Remember—the impressions made on 
the young mind are lasting, and are 
often brought to mir thoughts by cireum-
stances which occur in our maturer age; 
if these impressions are good, they serve 
to guard and to guide us in our conduct, 
when we are foo much engaged in other 
pursuits to acquire them. 

evil days—days of old age; nid age 
without the consolations of religion. 

concluswrs—final decision ; the great 
end and object of life. 

fear—fear to offend God, because of 
bis fatherly goodness; fear to forsake 
him because of his power and wrath. 

keep—observe to do—from tbe inward 
principle of filial, holy fear. 

Judgment—not necessarily et the 'lut 
dey,' but in the day of retribution, 
which comes to every man in this life. 

seeret—prnieeworth_v and unosten-
tatious conduct abeille rewarded, and 
secret transgression shall meet withbe-
coming exposure. Luke xii. 8. 

forty—his reign was of equal duration 
wish his father's (Leeson 65.) but not 
bis life; cin shortened his days. He bat 
the great privilege of long life wbich 
God promised conititionally—if he kept 
the statutes and commandments of 
Jehovah. Lesson 66,'lengtben.' 
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"REMEMBER THY CREATOR." [1095-975 B.C. 

" REMEMBER THY CREATOR IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH." 
"TFIEY THAT SEEK ME EARLY SHALL FIND ME." 

O mai! while youthful vigour warms 
Thy life stream on its bounding road, 

While hope delights, and pleasure charms, 
Remember thy Creator God; 
While sun and moon and stars abroad, 

The blessings of their light impart, 
And rain showers nourish from the clod, 

The fruits for thy rejoicing heart. 

Before the evil days draw near, 
In which no pleasure shines for thee; 

When nerveless hands, decay'd and rear, 
Become like helpless infancy; 
When faded eyes no longer see 

Through age's twilight shadows dim 
And quivering lips, at length, shall be, 

Unfit to chant their wonted hymn. 

Before thy bent and palsied head, 
Bloom like the almond in the grove; 

When trembling limbs that wont to tread 
The paths of ,joy, refuse to move; 
N'hen each desire—ambition, love— 

Is quenched like an extinguished flame; 
And even the grasshopper shall prove, 

A burden on that feeble frame: 

Before the silver cords shall part, 
That hind thee to this world below; 

When the dried cistern of the heart, 
Is broken—never more to flow; 
When through the streets the mourners go, 

To weep o'er man's sepulchral sod 
And tu its state of bliss or woe, 

The parted soul returns to God. 
Ksox 
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PERIOD VI. 

THE KINGS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL. 

B.C. 975—B.C. 606. 369 years. 

73. REVOLT OF TEN TRIBES. 
1 Kings xii. 1-20; xiv. 21. 

•Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, was forty-and-one years old 
when he began to reign, and all Israel •went to Shechem to 
make him king. Jeroboam returned from Egypt when 
he heard of Solomon's death. And Jeroboam and all the 
congregation complained to Rehoboam of their -heavy burdens 
under his father, and desired him to make their burdens lighter, 
and they would serve him. Rehoboam consulted with the old 
men, •his father's officers, and they advised him to speak good 
words to the people, and to lighten their burdens; he next 
consulted with •his young men, who advised him to make the 
burdens of the people heavier. On the third day Jeroboam 
and all the people came to him again, and the king answered 
them roughly, for he forsook the counsel of the old men, and 
followed the counsel of the young men, saying, "My father 
made your •yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke; my 
father chastised you with •whips, and I will chastise you with 
•scorpions." So the king hearkened not unto the people; for 
the cause was •from the Lord, that he might perform bis saying, 
which the Lord spake by Ahijah the Shilonite onto Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat. 

On hearing Rehoboam's answer the people answered the 
king, saying, "What portion have we in David P neither bave 
we inheritance in the son of Jesse ; -to your tents, O Israel; 
now see to thine own house, David." The king sent •Adoram 
the treasurer to them, and they •stoned him that he died ; and 
Rehoboam made speed to get into bis chariot and flee to Jeru-
,lem. The tribes of Israel sent for Jeroboam, and made him 

•over all Israel; Rehoboam reigning over Judah only. 
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REHOBOAM WARNED BY SHEMAIAH. [975-606 B.C. 

Rehoboam assembled the tribes of Judah and Benjamin at 
Jerusalem, 180,000 men who were warriors, -to fight against the 
the tribes of Israel. But -Shemaiah, the man of God, was in-
structed to go and tell Rehoboam, and the people of Judah 
and Benjamin, that they should not go to fight against their 
brethren, the people of Israel, but return every man to his 
house. They -hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, 
and departed. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Rehoboam—' enlnrger of the people,' to thirty-nine lashes, being one less 
—or,' he who sets the people at liberty.' than the number allowed by law. Dent. 

went to Shechem—distant forty miles XXV. I-3. 
from Jerusalem; probably because if scorpions—whips having knots enclos. 
was more central than Jerusalem. 	ing points of iron or sharp atones, the 

heavy burdens—to sustain the magni- strokes of which inflicted severe pain 
ticence of Solomon's rule it was neces- and lacerated the body. The scorpion 
xary to levy taxes upon the nation. The is a venomous insect, about two inches 
people expressed their dissatisfaction in long, but much larger in tropical coun-
loud complaints ; and occasion was tries. Its sting is attended with exoroci-
takeu of Rehoboam's accession to effect sting pain. Scorpions are commonly 
a disunion of the kingdom. In the midst found under atones and among old walls. 
of their great glory and prosperity as a One species resembles an erg, when 
nation, the people were made to feel found with ifs claws and tall coiled 
the truth of Samuel's prediction, (Less. underneath ifs body; Luke xi. 12. 
43), " and ye shall ery out in thatday from the Lord—God overruled the 
because of the king which ye alcali have fo ly of Reboboam, and tbe wickedness 
chosen von; and the Lordwilluotheur of his rebellions people, for the punish. 
you in that day." 	 ment of both. 

his father's gfcers—though Salomon 	to your tents—the same watch-word, 
excelled ail the living men of bis dey or cry of revolt, which Sheba used. 
in wisdom, he did not slight the counsel Lesson 62. This was tantamount to a 
of men of understanding; those otlicers declaration of war. 
were stale counsellors. 	 Adoram—supposed to be the same 

his young men—rashness and love of person who bad charge over the taxes 
domination ehxrecterize young and in- under Solomon; 1 Kings V. 14. In the 
experienced person.; Rehoboam con- exercise of his authority he might bave 
suited those of his own awe,withwhom been oppressive; but whether or not, if 
he had been brought up—but they were was imprudent to send e man whose 
certainly old enough lo have given him duties rendered him obnoxious to the 
wiser adviee. 	 people. 

yoke--subjection ; oppressive rale. 
A yoke was aninstrumentofhnsbandry, cloned—a rebellion commenced by 
if was laid iwross the necks of two ani- acts of murder, will surely end in con-
mats, side by side, to whom it was fast- fusion and ruin. Less. 51, 'guiltless: 
ened by thongs, the plough-beam being The stoning of Adoram was not accord- 
atfached to it in the centre. 	 ing tu law; Less. 24, 'stoned.' 

urhips—scourges made of leather or 	oxer all Israel—the separation of the 
small cords, ench having three thongs ; descendants of Jacob into two distinct 
thirteen strokes were considered equal kingdoms uow took place. 

221 
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Io fight—another example of Reho- I  capital was et tiret Shechem and after. 
boam's imprudence, but God forbade the I  wards Samaria. The kings of Israel 
war between brethren. 	 land their people fell into gross idolafrq, 

Shemaiah—there never was wanting a and disregarded the warnings of the 
suceession of prophets during the exist- prophets whom God sent to them. 
once of the kingdoms of Judah and Jauex—the kingdom of Judah was Israel' 	 I separated from that of Israel after the hearkened—tbe first instance of wis- death of Solomon; ils metropolis was 
dom manifested by this foolish king. Jerusalem, ifs first king Rehoboam. It 
Solomon came to tlhe throne wise, though Iembraced the tribes of Judah and Ben-
e young man; Reboboam was foolish gamin, and parts of those of Simeon and 
although he was forty pears old. 	IDan. Many of the kinds of Judah ad- 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 	I hered to the true worsbipof God,while 
IsitAEL—the kingdom of the ten Iothers fell info gross idolatry. The 

tribes which revolted from Rehoboam, I peuple of Judah never so totallyforsook 
and chose Jeroboam to be their king. Its j God as the people of Israel. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Let children hear the mighty deeds 
Which God perform'd of old; 

Which in our younger years we saw 
And which our fathers told. 

He bids us make his glories known, 
His works of power and grace; 

And we '11 convey his wonders down 
Through every +rising race. 

Our lips shall tell them to our sous, 
And they again to theirs, 

That generations yet unborn 
May teach them to their heirs. 

Thus shall they learn in God alone 
Their hope securely stands, 

That they may ne'er forget his works, 
But practise bis commands. 

WATTS. 

74. JEROBOAM'S IDOLATRY. 
1 Kings xii. 25; xiii. 

Jeroboam •built Shecbem in Mount Ephraim sind dwelt 
therein; and Jeroboam said in his heart," Now shall the king-
dom -return to the house of David: if this people go up to de 

' acrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the 
'art of this people turn again unto 'their lord, even unto 
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THE ALTAR AT BETHEL RENT. [975-606 B.C. 

Rehoboam, king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again 
to Rehoboam, king of Judah." Whereupon the king -took 
counsel and made •two calves of gold, and said unto the people, 
"Jt is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem : 'behold thy gods, 
0 Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." 
And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan. 
And this thing became a sin : for the people went to •worship 
before the one, even unto Dan. And he made a house of 
-high places, and made •priests of the lowest of the people, which 
were not of the sons of Levi ; and he offered sacrifice upon the 
altar which he had made at Bethel. Now as Jeroboam •stood 
by the altar to burn incense, there came a man of God out of 
Judah, and he cried against the altar in the word of the Lord, 
and said, "O altar, altar, thus saith the Lord ; Behold a child 
shall be born unto the house of David, •Josiah by name; and 
upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn 
incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burned upon thee." 
And he gave a sign the same day, saying," This is the sign 
which the Lord hath spoken; Behold the altar shall be rent, 
and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out." 

When Jeroboam heard the words of the propbet he stretched 
forth his hand to lay hold on him, and his hand dried up so 
that he could not pull it to him again. The altar was also rent, 
and the ashes poured out. The king asked the man of God 
to pray that his hand might be restored; and he besought the 
Lord, and the king's hand became as it was before. Jeroboam 
asked the man of God to go home with him and refresh him-
self, but he refused, saying," If thou wilt give me half thine 
bouse, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread, nor 
drink water in this place: for so was it charged me by the 
word of the Lord, saying, •Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor 
tern again by the same way that thou camest." So he went 
another way, and returned not by the way that he came to 
Bethel. 

There dwelt an •old prophet at Bethel, and his sons went 
and told him all that the man of God had done that day in 
Bethel. The old prophet of Bethel rode after him, and told 
him he also was a prophet, and that an angel of the Lord had 
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told him to bring him back, that he might eat bread and drink 
water. The man of God •did as the old prophet desired him. 
And as they sat at table, the word of the Lord tame to the 
man of God from Judah, saying," Forasmuch as thon hast 
disobeyed the mouth of the Lord, and hast not kept the 
commandment which the Lord thy God commanded thee, but 
camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the 
place, of the which the Lord did say to thee, Eat no bread, and 
drink no water: thy caresse •shall not come unto the sepulchre 
of thy fathers." As he was afterwards returning home from 
Bethel, a lion -slew him by the way. And the old prophet of 
Bethel had bis caresse laid in his own grave, and charged bis 
sons to lay bis bones by the side of the bones of the man of 
God, saying that his word against Bethel -should surely come 
to pass. After this Jeroboam returned not from bis evil way. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

bald the enlarged and beautified 
the old town (Judges 1=. 95), so as to render 
1t s city becoming the reaidence of a king. 
He aha built or fortified Penuel, so that he 
had s strong city on the west, and another 
on the east of hie kingdom. On the hills 
between which Shechem lay—Gerizim and 
Ebal—the bleseings for obedience and the 
cursinge for disobedience were pronounced. 
Lee. 31. Here was both encouragement and 
warning for Jeroboam and his people. 

reiurn--Jeroboem first distruated God's 
promises iLes. 72), and then adopted a line 
of conduct which resulted in the defection 
of the entire nation from the worship and 
service of Jehovah. 

Oufr lord--an admission that the eovereign 
rule did not belong to him. 

look counsel—hie accomplices concurred 
In the suggestion. 

two calves—by some supposed to be in 
Imitation of the idolatrous worship of the 
Egyptians. among whom lie had lived; by 
others that the idols were in imitation of 
the cherubini on the mercy seat. 'Les. 23, 
• cuit;' ' cherubim.' 

1 —Aaron used the sanie expression 

when he made the calf in the wffderum; 
Exod. xxxii. 4. Les. 23. 

worship—Lts 23, ` worshipped.' 

high p&am—mountains br elevated situa 
tions were held sacred by the people of the 
east, because of their comparative nesrnes 
to the visible heavens; hence they were 
generailyappropriated to religious worahip- 
sometimes that of the true God, but gene- 
rally te the worship of idols; Gen. xii.7,5; 
xxii. 2; 2 Kings xvii. 9.41. Before the 
erection of the temple the people of Iii 
sacrificed to the Lord upon high places; 
1 Sam. ix. 12,19,25; 1 Chron. avi.39; but 
it leas an abomination to do se afterwards; 
2 Chron, vi. b. 

priests—the Levites maintained their 
fidelity to God, refusing to countenance the 
impiety of Jeroboam; he punished them 
by depriving them of their poeaemiams; 
2 Chron. xi. 14. To supply their place be 
selected men from an parts of the country. 
and out of every tribe and family, to perform 
the duties of the priesthood upon the high 
places. Until the introduction of the 
worship of Baal, Ashtaroth, and other 
false deitios, the office of these priests cet-
sisted only in the offering of sacrifice. 



"THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET." [975-606 B.G. 

flood b'—it appears that he combined the 
office of chief sacrificer, if not of high-
priest, with that of king. The formation 
of the ten tribes into a separate kingdom 
was characterized not only by murder, but 
also by idolatry; and from this period to 
the time of the captivity—about 400 years, 
the sin of Jeroboam—of setting up the 
golden calves in order to withdraw the 
people from the worship of God in Jeru-
salem, was followed by an the kings of 
Iuael. 

Josiah—` Jehovah's fire ; he was born 330 
years after this prediction. 

sot no bread—his compliance with this 
eastern custom would have signified his 
friendship towards him, and thus compro-
mised the solemn message he bad just 
delivered. Les. 31, `covenant.' 

old prophet—there la no Intimation given 
as to who he was, but It is evident he was 
not wholly on the Lord's side, for his sons 
were among the worshippers at Bethel, and 
he himself was guilty of uttering a groes 
falsehood in the name of the Lord. 

did as—the prophet of Judah{ was taken 
in a ware; the old prophet'e motive dosa 
not appear, but probably a feeling of kind-
nees suggested the plan for bringing back 
the prophet of Judah. 

shall sot corne—besson 54, 'buried.' 
dem him—the awful punishment inflicted 

on the disobedient prophet, and the fact 
that the lion did not mangle the dead body, 
nor kill the prophet's ase, would soon 
counteract any doubt that might arise as 
to the divine message which he lad de-
livered. 

should mrdy—Leeson 113, 'fulfilled.' 

THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET. 
"1T Id TUE MAN OF GOD WHO WAS DISOBEDIENT UNTO TUE WORD 

OF THE LORD." 

Prophet of God, arise and take 
With thee the words of wrath divine, 

The scourge of Heaven, to shake 
O'er yon apostate shrine. 

Gu, with thy voice the altar rend, 
Scatter the ashes, be the arm, 

That idols would befriend, 
Shrunk at thy withering charm. 

Then turn thee, for thy time is short, 
But trace not o'er the former way, 

Lest idol pleasures court 
Thy heedless soul astray. 

Thou know'st how hard to hurry by, 
Where on the lonely woodland road 

Beneath the moonlight sky 
The festa l warblings flow'd; 

Where maidens to the Queen of Heaven 
Wove the gay dauce round oak or paini, 

Or breath'd their vows at even 
la hylnus as soft as balm. 
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Trust not the dangerous path argain-
O froward step and lingering will! 

O lov'd and warn'd in vain! 
And wilt thon perish still? 

• Thy message gis-en, thine home in sight, 
To the forbidden feast return' 

Yield to the false delight 
Th' better soul could spurn? 

Alas, mv bmther ! round thy tomb 
In sorrow kneeling, and in fear, 

\Ve rend the Pastor's doom 
Who speaks and will not hear. 

KEBLE. 

75. REHOBOAM'S SIN. SHISHAK'S INVASION. 
1 Kings xiv. 21-3 & 2 Chronicles xi. 5-xii. 

Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and he built cities for de-
fence in Judah, and fortified the strong places and stored them 
with victuals, and put captains in them, and in every several 
city he put •shields and spears, and made them exceeding strong, 
having Judah and Benjamin on his side. The priests and 
Levites out of Israel •resorted to him, for Jeroboam had •cast 
them off from executing the priest's office: and out of all 
the tribes of Israel such came as set their hearts to seek 
the Lord God of Israel. All these •strengthened the kingdom 
of Judah, and for three years Rehoboam walked after the 
ways of •David and Solomon. After this Rehoboam •for-
sook the law of the Lord, and the people of Judah provoked 
God, and committed greater sins than their fathers had done. 
For they built them •high places, and •images, and •groves, on 
every •high hill, and under every •green tree; and they did 
according to all the abomination of the nations which the Lord 
•cast out before the children of Israel. 

God permitted Shishak to •invade Judah, for the sins of 
Rehoboam. Shemaiah announced to Rehoboam and the 
princes that, because they had forsaken God, he had delivered 
them into the bands of Shishak. Whereupon the princes of 
Israel and the king humbled themselves; and they said, 't The 
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SHISHAK INVADES JUDAH. 	[975-606 B.C. 

Lord is righteous." And when the Lord saw that they 
humbled themselves, the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, 
saying," They bave humbled themselves ; therefore I will not 
destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance; and 
my wrath shall not be poured out upon Jerusalem by the 
hand of Shishak. Nevertheless they shall be his servants ; 
that they may know -my service, and the service of the king-
doms of the countries." So Shishak, king of Egypt, came up 
against Jerusalem, and -took away the treasures of the house of 
the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house: he took all; 
he carried away also the shields of gold which Solomon had 
made. Instead of which king Rehoboam made shields of 
brass, and committed them to the hands of the chief of the 
guard, that kept the entrance of the king's house. And when 
he humbled himself the wrath of the Lord turned from him, 
that he would not destroy him altogether, and also in Judah 
things went well. Rehoboam reigned seventeen years, and 
was succeeded by his son Abijah. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

shields, $c.—it appears that Rehobo- np in groves, high places, private 
am had a depot for crins in every forts- I residences, and places of religious as- 
fied city of Judah and Benjamin. 	sembly. 

resorted—came; gathered; those grooes—as places of worship, groves 
wbom Jerobobm had deprived of their were used from very early limes, their 
lands, to make room for bis new priest- sombre and secluded character favour- 
bood. 	 ing fhose feelings of meditative awe and 

cast them off-Lesson 74, 'priests.' 	contrition which mark the devotions of 
strengthened—not onl by theirnum- every true worshipper; Genesis xxi.33. 

bers, but chiefly by their religions zeal In process of time they became the 
and example. 	 hauts of beathen priests, bards, and 

prophets, whose mystic and corrupt 
David and Solomon—this honourable teachings were rendered more impres-

mention of Solomon's name in connexion cive in the gloom of such retreats. Thus 
with David's, leads to the conclusion I places, unexceptionable in themselves 
that be bad repented of bis sins of idole-i and calculated to induce thoughtful and 
try, as David did of bis transgressions. devout emotions, became so identified 

forsook-.as Rehoboam's mother was with the foolish superstitions and the 
en Ammonitess (Naamah'beautiful,') gross impurities of heathenism, that 
be had probably been brought up with their use was forbidden to the worship. 
a feeling of indifference to the religion pers of the True God ; Dent. xvi. tel. 
of the Hebrews. 	 high hill—Lesson 74, 'high places.' 

high places--altars on eminences; 	,tien  tree—the idea that departed 
Lesson 74, 'high places. 	 spirits, as well as the spirits of thé goda, 

iatagesr—statues; figures to represent delighted te hover amid the boughs of 
tbeir ideas of divinities, which they set fine-spreading trees was encourag 
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the practice of beryinit the dead at their memorials are 2,700 years old. The 
roots; hence the reverence with which empire of Shishak extended beyond 
such trees were regarded. 	( the bounds of Egvpt into snuthern and 

ceci ort— l.es-on 30, • givr.' 	; weitern Africa; the natives of which 
ixrade--.$hishak marched into Jodea ! countries swelled the ranks of his army. 

fo support hi- recent {[nest against Re- ' m1' service, aad, kc.—that they may 
hotmam ; (hie record of SI isbak's inca- feel the differenne between being under 
clou of Jodab. is corroborated bv an in- my protection, and being abandoned by 
seription on o" of the decorated colon- Me, and condemned to serve tyrants. 
aadee nf the templeofdaraaein E vpt; loo& away—Josephas says that Re-
another insu-ription contains the names hoboam, withouto8'erintr any resistance 
of the cities taken from Reboboam by to Shishak's army, delivered up all lo 
the king of Eevpt. These hieroglyphic bis power. 

INSPIRATION OF PROPHECY. 

'Twas bv an order from the Lord 
Tite ancient prophets spoke his word 
His Spirit did their tongues inspire, 
And uarm'd their hearts with heavenly fire. 

The works and wonders which they wrought 
Confirm'd the messages they brought ; 
The prophet's pen succeeds bis breath, 
To save the holy words froth death. 

Great God ! mine eyes with pleasure look 
On the dear volume of thy book; 
There mv Redeemer s face I see, 
And read his name who died for me. 

Let the false raptures of the mind 
Be lost and vanish in the wind, 
Here I can fia my hope secure; 
This is thy Mord, and must endure. 

WATTS. 

76. ABIJAH'S SL CCESS. ASA DESTROYS IDOLATRY. 
1 Kings xiv. 1-20; xv. 1-15; 25-28; 2 Chronicles aiii. 
Now - Ahijah with four-hundred-thousand warriors went to 

fight with Jeroboam and his army of eight-hundred-thousand 
men. And Abijah stood upon Mount Ephraim, and -spake to 
Jeroboatn about the multitude of Israel, and about their idola-
tries, and said," But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we 
have not forsaken him ; for we bave kept •the charge of the Lord 



THE SENTENCE ON JEROBOAM. [975-606 B.C. 

our God; but ye have forsaken him. Behold God himself is 
with us for our captain. O children of Israel, fight ye not •against 
the Lord God of your fathers; for ye shall not prosper." During 
the battle which followed, •God smote Jeroboam and the army 
of Israel, so that they fled, and the children of Judah pre-
vailed against them, because they relied upon the Lord God of 
their fathers. Nevertheless Abijah walked in all the sins of 
bis father. He reigned three years, and was succeeded by his 
son 4%a. In his days the land was quiet ten years, and he 
did that which was good and right. He took away the altars, 
and removed ail the idols that his fathers had made; he also 
removed the •queen from the government, and •burnt her idol 
by the brook Kidron. Asa's heart was •perfect with the 
Lord all his days; •though all the idolatrous places were not 
destroyed. 

Abijah, the son of Jeroboam, fell sick. Jeroboam sent his 
wife, in •disguise, to •Ahijah, the prophet at Shiloh, to inquire 
if he should recover. She went. Ahijah could not see, for 
he was very old. The Lord told Ahijah that the wife of Jer-
oboam was about to come to him, as another woman. When 
be heard the sound of her feet he said, "Corne in, thou wife 
of Jeroboam ; why feignest thou thyself to be another? for 
•I am sent to thee with heavy tidings. Go, tell Jeroboam, 
Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Forasmuch as I exalted 
thee from among the people, and made thee prince over my 
people Israel, and rent the kingdom away from the bouse of 
David, and gave it thee: and yet. thou hast not been as my 
servant David, who kept my commandments, and who followed 
me with all his heart, to do that only which was right; but 
hast done evil •above all that were before thee : for thou hast 
made thee •other gods, and molten images, to provoke me to 
anger, therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house 
of Jeroboam, and will eut off his posterity, and will take away 
the remnant of the house of Jeroboam. Him that dieth of 
Jeroboam in the the city shall the •dogs eat ; and him that dieth 
in the fields shall the •fowls of the air eat: for the Lord hath 
spoken it. Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own house 
and when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die. 
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And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him: for he only 
of Jeroboam shall •come to the grave, because in him there is 
found •some good thin_ toward the Lord God of Israel in the 
bouse of Jeroboam. Moreover the Lord shall raise him up a 
king over Israel, who shall eut off the house of Jeroboam. 
For the Lord shall smile Israel, and he shall •root up Israel 
Ont of this good land, and shall scaner them beyond the river, 
hee au e they have made their groves, provoking the Lord to 
ani~ror. And he shall give Israel up because of the oins of 
Jerohoam, who did sin, and who made Israel to sin." When 
she returned to Tirzad Abijah died, and all Israel mourned 
for him. Jeroboam reigned twenty-two years. 

\;tdah, the son of Jeroboam, succeeded his father and reign-
ed over Israel two years. He did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and followed the sins of bis father Baasha, the son of 
Ahi;ah, of the tribe of Issachar, conspired against Nadab, and 
slew hirn at Gibbethon. Baasha then became king. He 
•scoute all the bouse of Jeroboam, according to the saying of 
the Lord, which he spake by Ahijah. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

AbJsh—' my father; his mother's 1 religion.- ; the questions nt issue were—
naine was :1lnarhah, or Michaixh, the the lawfulness of erecting e new king-
daughter of ilriel, and granddaughter dom, and the authority for establishing 
of Absalom ; (celled Abishnlom in a mode of worship which God had ex- 

King. xv. 2); compare 2 Chron. xi. preesly prohibited. 
11 ; xiii. 2 ; and 1 Kings xv. 2. 	 God envole—by means of an ambusb- 

spake—Abijnh .caused the Israelites ment Jeroboam bad the army of Judah 
of rebellion agaiu•t David's posterity, apparently in bis power—his army 
to whom, he @nid, God had given the I taking them both in front and rear; 
kingdom by a covenant of salt—an but the Lord sent confusion among the 
Itoorruptible nui everlasting covènanf, men of Israel, so that they fled when 
not to he revoked; lie also charged the men of Judah shouted. and the 
them with the tin of idolatry, with cast-  priest.- of the Lord eounded with the 
inK out the priests of the Lord, and trumpets. Thus the promise of Moses 
ap mintiug men to the priesthood who was ful811ed. Num. x. 9; Lesson3O, 
belonged not to the tribe of Levi. 	• trumpets: 

the charge—the offering of sacrifices 	Aga—' physicien _ he wan brought 
in the place which God had chosen— up, it appears, by bis grandmother, 
Jeru..nlem ; the preservation to all the Maaehah, who on that account is celled 
tribe of Levi of their priestlydistinetion, bis mother; 2 Chron. xiv. 2. She en. 
aveline,, and privileges, and the main- couruged idolatry, but Asa exercised 
teunnre of the t'nmily of David as the his authority as Gui's vicegerent to 
tiKhtful inheritors of the throne. 	preveut her bauteful influence. 

against the Lord—the war, between 	queen—the queen-mother; in this case 
lamai and Judah wan both civil and Axas grandmother; the motter of the 
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king had great authority in the affairs 
of the kingdom; she was always one of 
the royal counsellors. 

barnt—Lesson 56, 'burned.' 
perfect—he was a sincere worshipper 

of God; always loyal—though there 
were imperfections in his conduct, as in 
tlmt of all men. 

tiough all—the tendency to idolatrous 
practices was so deeply-rooted in the 
people that the king's example and 
aethority.could not wholly eradicate it. 

disguise—she assumed the name, 
appearance, and manners of another. 

Ahijah—Lesson T2,' Ahijah.' 
I ana sent—the idea that prophets are 

messengers sent to those to whom they 
spoke is sustained by Ahijah's address, 
though Jeroboam's wife came to him. 

ahane al-king Saul was not so bad 
as Jeroboam, nor Solomon ; for though 
they were drawn into evil, yet they did 
not study to make the people idolaters. 

other gods—Jeroboam superadded to 
the idolatry which had been formerly 
practised in Israel, by the introduction 
of the two golden calves. 

dogs—dogs are very numerous in 
eastern cities; they are not kept in 
hooses, bat wander about prowling for 
whatever food they can get, whichren-
ders them savage, dangerous, and dis-
gasting. They prey on ail sorts of car-
non and offal, and in time of war follow 
the camp to lick the blood, and feed on  

the corpses of the slain. Lesson 88, 
' licked ;' 95, 'had eaten: Dogs were 
regarded with contempt, (Lesson 94, 
'dog,') nevertheless the Egyptians in-
cluded them among their objects of 
worship. 

fowls—Lesson 63, 'birds.' 
corne to—be buried honourably. 
sonne good thing—the Jewish writers 

say that he disapproved of the golden 
calves, and tried to dissuade his father 
from establishing guards on the frontier 
of bis kiugdom to prevent the people 
from going up to Jerusalem to worship. 

rool up—Lesson 108,' taken captive.' 
Nadab—'a gift ;' he was assassinated 

while prosecuting the siege of Gibbe. 
thon. 

gniole all—acting according to the 
savage policy of the times (Lesson 38, 
slew,') he destroyed ail the family of 

the lormer king, lesthis own rein should 
be rendered insecure by their claims 
upon the throne ; he thus unwittingly 
fulfilled the denunciation of Ahijah. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

TIRZAH--a city of Ephraim, and a 
royal residence of the kings of Israel 
from Jeroboam to Omri, who built 
Samaria. Its situation is spoken of as 
pleasant. 

GIRHErHON—a city in the district of 
Dan which was re-possessed by the 
Philistines. 

GOD THE HEARER OF PRAYER. 

"TUE LORD 18 OUR GOD, AND WE HAVE NOT FORNAEEN RIM." 

When morn awakes our hearts 
To form the early prayer; 

When toil-worn day departs, 
And gives a pause to care 

When those our soul loves best 
Kneel with us in tby fear, 

To ask tby peace and rest— 
Our God, our Father, hear! 
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When worldly snares without, 
And evil thoughts within, 

Of grace would raise a doubt, 
Or lure us back to sin; 

When human strength proves frail, 
And will but half sincere, 

When faith begins to fail— 
Our God, otu Father, hear! 

When in our cup of mirth 
The drop of trembling falls, 

And the frail props of earth 
Are crumbling round our walls 

When back we gaze with grief, 
And forward glance with fear 

When faileth man's relief 
Our God, our Father, hear! 

And when death's awful hand 
Unbars the gates of time, 

Eternity's dim land 
Disclosing, dread, sublime; 

When flesh and spirit quake 
Before Thee to appear—

O then, for Jesus' sake, 
Our God, our Father, hear! 

77. ASA'S GOVERNMENT. 
1 Kings xv. 12-22; 2 Chron. xiv-xvi. 10. 

Asa commanded all Judah to seek the God of their fathers, 
and to obey the law, and the commandments. He built fenced 
cities, and strengthened them during the years of rest. 
•Zerah, the Ethiopian, came against him with a million of men 
and three hundred chariots at Mareshah, in the valley of 
Zephathah. And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, 
"Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, 
or with them that have no power; help us, O Lord our God; 
for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this 
multitude. O Lord, thou art our God; let not man prevail 
•against thee." So the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa, 
and before Judah: and the Ethiopians fled. Asa then smote 
all the cities about Gerar, and returned to Jerusalem with 
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much spoil. The prophet -Azariah, the son of -Oded, came 
to counsel Asa. He said," The Lord is with you -while ye be 
with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but 
if ye forsake him, he will forsake you." Asa then took courage, 
and put away the abominable idols out of all Judah and 
Benjamin. And •many came to him out of Ephraim, and 
Manasseh, and Simeon, when they saw that God was with him. 
And they offered unto the Lord seven-hundred oxen, and 
seven-thousand sheep ; and they entered into a covenant to 
seek the Lord God of their fathers, and whosoever would not 
do so should be -put to death. 

There were many wars between Asa and Baasha, and Asa 
•sent the silver and gold that were left in the trelisury of the 
temple to Benhadad, the king of Syria, at Damascus, to hire him 
to come and •assis  him against Baasha. At that time Hanani, 
the seer, came and reproved Asa, because he had relied on 
the king of Syria, and not on God ; he said," Were not the 
Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very many -chariots 
and horsemen P yet, because thou didst rely on the Lord, •he 
delivered them into thine hand. For -the eyes of the Lord run 
to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong 
in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect towards him. 
Herein thou hast done foolishly : therefore from henceforth 
thon shalt have wars." Asa was wroth with Hanani, and put 
him in prison; he also oppressed some of the people the same 
time. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Zerah—' rising;' the Ethiopians or 

Cushites, of whom this Zerah was the 
leader, were, according to some, Ara-
bians; while others maintain that they 
were Africans. It has also been con-
jectured that most of this immense army 
had come up with Shishak, (Less. 75, 
`invade'), for it is said the people who 
came vvithhim "were without number," 
and that, instead of going back to their 
own country when Shishak returned 
home, they remained as nomades, or 
wandering shepherds, in that extensive 
terrrifory wbieh lay between Egypt and 
Paleafine. Here their numbers rapidly 
increased by the addition of other tribes  

of the same families, which suggested 
the design of an invasion ofJudea, with 
the hope that their success would not be 
less certain than that of Shishak. 

against thee—every nation fought, 
professedly, under the auspices of some 
presiding deity, hence the honour of the 
gods was nt stake as well as the lives of 
the warriors, and theindependenre of 
their respe-cive nations; the Jewa 
(Judah) fought in the name of Jebovab, 
the success of their enemies, therefore, 
would be represented as the victory of 
an idol over the Trne God. Lesson SI, 
' name: 
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SEEKLXG GOD. 

-IF TE SEEK H1H HE w11.L EE FOCYD OF YOC- 

O Source of Good! around me spread 
Ten thousand thousand blessings lie; 
Bs uight thv mercç guards Inp head, 
Bv dad- I feel Thee ever nigh. 
Yet if to taste thy gifts were all 
Thy bounteous hand hestow'd on me, 
No' leas-e upon tby name to call, 
Nor in my prayer approach to Thee; 
How would mv spirit sorrowing, 
'Mid all those rifts bave sigh'd to feel—
It knew not the refreshing spring 
That ceaseless Sows to soothe and heal! 
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No chain to hind the wondering soul, 
No link cementing earth and heaven, 
No Father's pityiug kind control, 
No child, repeating and forgiven 
But God reveals his mercy-seat, 
And beams of light the gloom dispel 
He gives,—from Him the gift is sweet; 
He takes away,—and all is well. 
The voice of prayer in heaven is heard! 
Let strength depart and comforts flee, 
If man may act upon that word—
"Seek and He shall be found of thee." 

E. TAYLOR. 

7S. OF BAASHA, ELAH, ZIMRI, OMRI, AND AHAB. 

1 Kings xvi. 

Then the word of the Lord canne to Jehu, the son of Hanani, 
against Baasha, saying," Forasmuch as •I exalted thee •out of 
the dust, and made thee prince over my people Israel, and thou 
hast walked •in the way of Jeroboam, and -hast made my people 
Israel to sin, to provoke me to anger with their sins ; behold, 
I will take away the posterity of Baasha, and the posterity of 
his house: and will make thy house •like the house of Jero-
boam, the son of Nebat." Baasha died after he lead reigned 
over Israel twenty-four years. His son Elah then became 
king; he reigned only two mars, and was slain by •Zimri, 
the captain of half his chariots, as he was drinking himself 
drunk in the house of his steward. Zimri then slew all the 
house of Baasha, and the word of the Lord, which Jehu the 
prophet had spoken against the posterity of Baasha, was ful-
filled. The Israelites were then at war with the Philistines at 
Gibbethon. 

When Elah was slain, the Israelites at Gibbethon made 
Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel. Omri went 

and besieged Tirzah. When Zimri saw that the city was 
taken, he set fire to the palace, and destroyed himself. Half 
the people then made Tibni king, but Omri prevailed against 
hiul, and Tibni was slain. Omri -bought the hill of sarnaria, 
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of Shemer, and built on it a city which he called Samaria, 
This city was the capital of the kingdom of Israel •so long as 
the kingdom existed. Omri reigned over Israel twelve years, 
and followed •the sins of Jeroboam. 

•Ahab was the son and successor of Omri. He took to wife 
Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Zidonians. He 
not only followed the sin of Jeroboam but he also worshipped 
Baal. He did evil in the sight of the Lord •above all who 
reigned before him. He reared up an altar for Baal in a 
temple of Baal, which he built in Samaria. In his days Jeri-
cho was rebuilt by •Hiel, the Bethelite, whose first-born son 
died when he laid the foundations, and whose youngest son died 
when he set up the gates of the city. Thus was the curse of 
Joshua fulfilled, who had said, I° •Cursed be the man before the 
Lord that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho; he shall 
lay the foundation thereof in his first-born, and in his young-
est son shall he set up the gates of it." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Jehu--'he that in. 
I exalted—the wicked designs of men 

can only succeed by the permission of 
God, either to execute his judgments, 
or for other wise purposes; Baasba's 
exaltation wax apparently obtained by 
cruelty and treachery. 

out of the dust —from one of the 
bumblest and most insignificant fami-
lies in the kingdom. 

in the eroy—followed the very same 
line of policy, by trying to consolidate 
his kingdom under a form of religion 
contrary to that wh,ch bad been 
ordained by Jehovah. 

hast made--how awful was bis res-
ponsibility and guiltiness. 

like the house—this threat was re-
markably executed; Nadab, the son of 
Jeroboam, had reigned but twoyenrs 
when be was slain by the conspirator, 
Baasha i and Elah, the son of Beasha, 
was slain hv Zimri, another conspirator, 
after he bad reigned but two years. 

Zimri—a ssnzuivarv policy marked 
his accession to the throne, for be slew 
all the kinsfolk of Elah as well as those 
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more ioimediately related to him, no 
that there might notbe one' avenger 
left; but the speedy and signal punish-
ment with which be was visited sbowed 
that there is a God who judgetb in the 
earth. The rain that overwhelmed him 
became proverbial, and we find the 
wicked Jezebel referring to it in these 
words, "Had Zimri pence who slew bis 
master I" Lesson 95. 

O,nri—'sheaf; having besieged one 
rival, he neat had to contend with ano-
ther, whom many of the people preferred 
to himself. 

bought—he gave Shemer two talents 
(£684) for the hill; the destruction of 
the royal palace at Tirzah was the 
occasion of this purchase. 

so long—Lesson 108,' look Semaria.' 
the sins of—the infnmy of Jeroboam 

was attached to his name and memory, 
while bis idolatry continued to prevail. 

Ahab—' father's brother;' he was the 
seventh king who sat upon the throne 
of Israel during the reign of Asa over 
Judah, who had seen six kings of Israel 
die in ignominy or vice, ordestroyed with 
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their families by nsurpers, in recom-
penne for their ingratitude to God, and 
disobedience of his laws. 

Jezebel—' not dwelt in;' being eda-
eated in the idolatries of ber native 
country, she soon introduced the wor-
ship of Baal and Ashtaroth into brui; 
he maintained 400 priests at ber own ex-
pense, and ber husband Abab sustained 
450 more. The wickedness of Jezebel 
became proverbial; Less. 82 & 85. 

aïn,e aU—Jeroboam's crimes were 
little in comparison with those of this 
monster of iniquity, who openly set up 
the worst kinds of idolatry. 

Hiel—` God giveth ;' five hundred 
years before bis dey, Joshua pro-
nounced a curse upon the man who 
should rebuild Jericho. Hiel being an 
inhabitant of Bethel, lived in the very 
seat of idolatry; the law beingbutliltle 
read, he either did not know the jndg_ 
menta denounced against the rebuilder 
of Jericho, orbe impiously disregarded 
them. He soon experienced the truth 
of the Divine threatenings; bis Sr+t 
born died when he commenced the 
building, and bis other children died 
donne the progress of the work—the 
yamgest elpirtug as soon as the city 
ores finished. 

Csrsed—the curse implied that the 
city was devoted to God as the first 
fruits of Israel's conquests in Canaan; 
Lela. 30, 'corse;'  31, 'took.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
SAMARIA—the capital of the king. 

dom of Israel, about thirty-four miles 
north of Jerusalem, was built by Omri, 
who boucht the hill SamariaofShemer, 
and called the cityafter his name. The 
hill is large and insulated, surrounded 
by a deep, broad valley, euvironed by 
four bills, one on each side ; the site 
possessed many natural advantages in 
s military point of view, and was in 
other respects advantageous. 

ZtooNIAna—a commercial people of 
Zidon or Sidon who were wornhippers 
of Baal; their god was Melkart, a 
representative of the Sun, to whose guid-
ance they attributed their success; he 
was the god of the Phenicians univer-
sally, sud bis worship, by means of 
the maritime enterprise of that active 
people, was introduced into many coun-
tries. The fire was kept constantly 
burning upon bis altar, and bis wor-
ship was accompanied with many dis-
gusting rites. Melkart means the king 
of the earth—the beatand animating in-
fluence of the sou being diffused over all 
creation. 

FOLLY OF SELF DEPENDENCE. 

The swift not always in the race 
Shall seize the crowning prize; 

Not always wealth and honour grace 
The labour of the wise. 

Fond mortels but themselves beguile 
When on themselves they rest ; 

Blind is their wisdom, weak their toil, 
By thee, O Lord, unbless'd. 

Evil and good before Thee stand, 
Thy missions to perform; 

The blessing cornes at thy command, 
At thy command the storm. 

O Lord, in all our ways we'll own 
Thy providential power, 

Intrusting to thy care alone 
.The lot of every (tour. 
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79. ASA'S DEATH. JEHOSHAPHAT'S PROSPERITY. 

2 Chron. xvi. 11-xviii. 1; 1 Kings xxii. 41-44 

After Asa had reigned thirty-eight years he began to be 
troubled with a disease in his feet, yet he sought not to the 
Lord, but to the -physicians. He died in the forty-first year of 
his reign, and was buried in his own sepulchre in the city of 
David. His son •Jehoshaphat. succeeded him, and he walked 
in the ways of his father, and did that which was right, -though 
the people still offered incense on the high places. Jehosha-
phat •made peace with the king of Israel. There was then no 
king in Edom. 

The Lord was with Jehoshaphat because he walked in the •first 
ways of David, and sought not to Baalim ; but sought to the 
Lord God of his father, and walked in his commandments, and 
-not after the doings of Israel. Therefore the Lord stablished 
the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah •brought to Jehosha-
phat presents; and he had riches and honour in abundance. 
And his heart was •lifted up in the ways of the Lord : more-
over he took away the high p]aces and groves out of Judah. 
Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes, to 
teach in the cities of Judah. And with them he sent Levites, 
and priests. And they taught in Judah, and •had the book of 
the law of the Lord with them, and went about throughout all 
the cities of Judah, and taught the people. And the •fear of 
the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were 
round about Judah, so that they made no war against Jehosha-
phat. Also some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat 
presents, and tribute of silver; and the Arabians brought him 
flocks. seven-thousand-and-seven-hundred rams, and seven-
thousand-and-seven-hundred he-goats. And Jehoshaphat 
waxed great exceedingly; and he built in .Judah •castles, and 
cities of store. And he had much •business in the cities of 
Judah : and the -men of war, mighty men of valour, were in 
Jerusalem. But Jehoshaphat joined -afTii.nity with Ahab, by 
allowing his son, Jehoram, to marry •Atbaliah, the daughter of 
Ahab and Jezebel. Much evil afterwards resulted from this 
marriage. 
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phy rietans—thls is the first mention 
of physicians as a distinct class among 
the Israelites ;l the simple and healthy 
mode of life common in all classes, ren-
dered them' comparatively free from 
bodily ailments; the disease towhieh 
the Israelites were most liable—the 
leprosy, wax cured by the priest only, 
according to the directions given by 
Moses; as n consequence the estimation 
of the priests' healing power would be 
enhanced, and lend to their being con-
sulted in other distempers. There was 
no evil in Aa consulting physieians res-
pecting bis disease, bis sin was in trust-
mg to their skill rather than to the 
goodness of God. 

jehoshaphat—« Jehovah's judgment.,  
though—Lesson 75,' high places.' 
made peace—ha did not compromise 

the true religion which he was bound to 
upbold, nor his own independence as a 
sovereign, but he acted from kind feel-
ings of brotherhood towards the people 
of Israel, as well as from the conviction 
that national prosperity would be re-
tarded by harassing wars. 

fust ways—serving the Lord in sim-
plicity and godly sincerity. 

not after—his covenant with Isrncl 
did not diminish his zeal for the grue 
worship of Jehovah. 

brought prasents—his people loved 
him ; "the more there is of true reli-
gion among a people, the more will 
there be of conscientious loyalty." 

lifted up—he was not elated with 
human pride because be was prosperous, 
bat stimulated to more active and cheer-
ful obedience. 

princes—there was no mysterious or 
dubious language in the precepts and 
teachings of Moses; they were written 
for the personal study and guidance of 
every individual in the nation. The 
union of priests and princes in this reli-
gious tour had n most happy effect not 
only on the people, but on the minds of 
the princes, creating in them a practical 
interest in the religions prosperity of 
the people. 

had the book—it appears that copies 
of the law were not then numerous, 
which accounts for the many lapses of 
the nation into idolatry. 

fear—true religion, exemplified in a 
life of practical obedience to the Lord's 
precepts, and a zeal for the glory of 
God produces a feeling of awe and re-
verence even in the minds of the irreli-
gions. while the profession without the 
practice of religion causes it and its 
false professors to be contemned. 

castles—he took prudent and lawful 
measures for the defence ef hiskingdom, 
in the event of troubles arising from 
without. 

business—he encouraged trade, and 
promptly engaged in whatever would 
tend to increase the wealth and pros-
perity of bis people. 

men of scar—accord i ng to the numbers 
stated he had a much larger army than 
David; 2 Cbron. xvii. 14-19. 

qffinity—became connected, by the 
marnage of his son with Abab's 
daughter. 

Alhaliah—' remembered of Jehovah: 

HAVE MERCY, LORD! 

Lord! bave mercy when we strive 
To save through Thee, our souls alive 
When the pamper'd flesh is strong, 
When the strife is fierce and long; 
When our wakening thoughts begin 
First to loathe their cherish'd sin, 
And our weary spirits fail, 
And our aching brows are pale, 

Oh then have mercy! Lord 1 
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Lord! have mercy when we lie 
On the restless bed and sigh, 
Sigh for death, yet fear it still, 
From the thought of former iii; 
When all other hope is gone; 
When our course is almost done; 
When the dim advancing gloom 
Tells us that our lwur is come, 

Oh then have mercy 1 Lord! 

Lord! have mercy when we know 
First how vain this world below: 
When the earliest gleam is given 
Of Thy bright but distant Heaven! 
When our darker thoughts oppress, 
Doubts perplex and fears distress, 
And our sadden'd spirits dwell 
Ou the open gates of Hell ; 

Oh then have mercy! Lord! 
MILLYAIt. 

80. ELIJAH'S MISSION TO AHAB. 
1 Kings xvii.-$viii. 18. 

Now •Elijah, the •Tishbite, who was an inhabitant of Gilead, 
came unto Ahab, and said," As the Lord God of Israel liveth, 
-before whom I stand, there shall not be •dew nor rain these 
years, but according to my word." And the word of the 
Lord came unto him, saying," Get thee Bence, and bide thy-
self by the brook Cherith, that is •before Jordan. Thou shalt 
drink of the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to 
feed thee there." So be went, and did according unto the 
word of the Lord: and the raven brought him bread and 
flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and 
he drank of the brook. And •after a while, the brook dried 
up, because there had been no rain in the land. 

According to the word of the Lord, Elijah went thence to 
Zarephath, at which place God had commanded a •widow 
woman to sustain him. Elijah found her gathering sticks at 
the gate of the city. He asked her to fetch a little water, and 
to bring a morsel of bread in her hand. She said she had no 
bread, but only a handful c; meal in a barrel, and a little -oil 
in a cruse, which she was about to dress for herself and ber 
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son that they might eat it and die. Elijah said unto her, 
"Fear flot; make me a little cake first, and bring it unto 
me, and after make for thee and thy son. For thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither 
shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth 
rain upon the earth." The word of the Lord was" •fulfilled. 
After these things her son fell sick and died. The widow 
thought Elijah had been sent to cause his death; but Elijah 
stretched himself upon the child and prayed to God to restore 
him to life, and the soul of the child came into him again. 
Elijah delivered him to his mother: whereupon the widow 
said," Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth." 

Afier many days Elijah was commanded to skew himself to 
Ahab, and God promised to send rain upon the earth. There 
was a sore famine inn Samaria, and •Obadiah, the governor of 
Ahab's house, and Ahab, went through the land in separate 
directions to all the fountains and brooks, to find grass to save 
the horses and mules. Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly; 
for it was so, when Jezebel eut off the prophets of the Lord, 
that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by 
fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water. Obadiah 
met Elijah and •knew him. Elijah told him to go to Ahah, and 
say, 'l Behold, Elijah is here." Obadiah feared to go and tell 
Abab, •lest the Spirit of the Lord should take Elijah away, 
and Ahab should •slag him. He told Eli;ah that Ahab had 
sent to •seek him in all nations, and kingdoms. Elijah said, 
ic Ay the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will 
surely sheen myself unto him to-day." So Obadiah went to 
meet Ahab, and told him ; aird Ahab went to meet Elijab. 

NOTES 1-D EXPLANATIONS. 

F,I jah—'the strone Lord;' we have 	before ,rhom I +stand--as God's titubas- 
no informa fion concerning his lineage sadorree.dyto bear hisme•a.aKe+to men; 
or early lifr. lie was a orenuous vin- Les<, n 8, ' aneela. The phrase also 
dfrafor of the wrir2 hip of the trur God impies the prophei's belie fin the Omui-
in opposition tn the idolatrous kings presence of Jehovah. 
ourler .whom he Lved. 	 den nor rain—the importance of dew 

T,,fzIile—it is uncrrtnin whether lie in such n eouutry ns Palestine cannot b' 
renne from Thi+be, n toua of Gàdilee, ovrrestimated, for the lient and dryness 
or from Tishbe in Gilead. 	 of the atmosphere parch the ¢round 
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PERIODVI.] 	"THE PROPHET AND WIDOW." 

and wither the planta; the dews et night 
'are no ample as to moisten the earth 
like a heavy shower, and thns in a great 
measure sopply the want of rain. The 
seasonal falls of rain in the East render 
the earth prolitic, while their absence 
bas often caused famine. 

brfore—that in or, the east ofJordan, 
for the word, as a topographical indica-
tion, usually means on the eastern aide. 

raoens—the raven in n bird that 
resembles the crow in colour and shape, 
bat it in larger and more powerful ; it in 
sngacious and coura¢eoua, and has very 
utile dread of larger birds of prey; in 
same of its habits it in Eke the eagle, for 
U resorts to inaccessible ledges ofrocka 
to construct its nest; it feeds upon rar-
rinn and grain, bat it wi!l also attack 
yonnglambsandpoaltry. Thestrencth 
of the raven was therefore quite anSi-
cient to enable it to carry suppliesof food 
to the prophet. Some commentators 
are of opinion that a haunt for these 
birds was near to the prophet's retreat, 
and that Elijah was daily supplied from 
the food which they brought to their 
nests. Lesson 4, 'raven.' 

after e while—Elijah probably remain. 
ed nt the brook Cherith from eight to 
twelve months. 

oit—liquor expressed from the olive;  

if in used instend of butter in prepara-
tions of food. Lesson 38, 'the olive: 

fuft!!ed —for two years the widow's 
store continued to afford sustenance for 
herself, ber son, and Elijab. 

Obadiah—' servant of Jehovah.' 
knew him—when he saw him he fell 

on his face and said, "Art thou thntmy 
Lord, Elijah?" 

leaf—he did not doubt the sincerity of 
Elijah's intention, but he knew that as 
the Lord's messenger, Elijah had not 
the direction of bis own movements; he 
feared therefore to tell Abab that lie 
had seen him. 

stay him—the despotic power ofeast-
ern kings is illnatrated by the apprehen-
sions of Obadiah. Lesson 66,'snid.' 

seek him--Ahab wanted to kill Elijab, 
believing that he was the cause of the 
drought. The judgments of Ood only 
rendered this wicked man and bis 
wife more and more hardened. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
CHERITH—a brook near the Jordan 

where Elijah was commanded to Donees] 
himself from Abab. The brook was no 
doubt on Lite east of Jordan where lie 
would be further from Ahab's reaclt than 
if lie continued on the western aide. 

ZAREPHATH—a City of Pbo'aicia, 
situated between Tyre and Sidon. 

THE PROPHET AND WIDOW. 

"THS BARREL OF MEAL SHALL NOT WASTE, NEITHER SHALL THR CRUSR 
OF OIL FAIL." 

By the poor widow's oil and meal, 
Elijah was sustain'd ; 

Tllougb sural! the stock, it lasted well, 
For God the store maintain'd. 

It seem'd as if, from day to day, 
They were to eat and die; 

But still, though in a secret way, 
He sent a fresh supply. 

Thus to his poor he still will give 
Just for Lite present hour; 

But for to-morrow they must live 
Upou his word and pow'r. 

24,2 



TUE SACUIFICE ON Cts. [975-606 B.C. 

Then let not doubts your mind assail, 
Remember God has said, 
The cruse and barrel shall not fail, 
" My people shall be fed." 

Though in ourselves we have no stock, 
The Lord is nigh to save, 

His door flies open, when we knock, 
And 'tis but ask and have. 

NEwrox. 

81. THE SACRIFICE ON CARMEL. 
1 Kings $viii. 17-46. 

And when Ahab saw Elijah, he said unto him," Art thon he 
that •troubleth Israel ?" And Elijah answered," I have not 
troubled Israel: •but thon, and thy father's house, in that ye 
have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thon hast 
followed Baalim. Now therefore send, and gather to me all 
Israel unto Mount Carmel, and the prophets of -Baal four-
bundred-and-fifty, and the prophets of the •groves four-hundred 
which eat at Jezebel's table." So Ahab sent unto all the 
children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto 
Mount Carmel. Elijah came unto them and said, "How 
long •halt ye between •two opinions P if the Lord be God, follow 
him, but if Baal, then follow him." The people answered not 
a word. Elijah then said," I even I only, remain a prophet of 
the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four-hundred-and-fifty men. 
Let them give ds two bullocks ; and let them choose 
one bullock, and eut it in pieces, and lay it on wood and put 
no fire under. And I will dress the other bullock, and put 
no fire under; and call ye on the name of your gode, and I 
will call on the name of the Lord, and the God that answereth 
-by fire, •let him be God." And all the people said," It ie 
well spoken." The prophets of Baal took their bullock and 
dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from •morning till 
noon, saying," O Baal hear us." But there was no voice that 
answered. At noon Elijah •mocked them and said, " Cry aloud 
for -he is a god ; •either he is tallâng, or he ia pursuing. or he 
is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be 
awaked." -They called on Baal till the time of the evenioE- 
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PERIOD VI.] ELIJAH'S PRAYER IS ANSWERED. 

• sacrifice, but there was no answer. Elijah then •built an altar 
in the name of the Lord, and made a trench round it; and he 
eut the bullock in pieces, and laid hint on the wood on the altar. 
He raid„' Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the 
sacrifice, and on the wood.” And 'e hen this had been doue 
three times he came near and said," 'Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art 
God in Israel, and that I am thy servant." Then the •fire of the 
Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice. The people saw 
it, and fell on their faces, saying,' • The Lord he is the God, 
The Lord he is the God." 

The people, according to Elijah's command, took the prophets 
of Baal to the brook Kishon and 'slew them there. And 
Elijah said unto Ahab "Get thee up, eat and drink: for 
there is a sound of abundance of rain." So Ahab •went up to 
eat and to drink, and Elijah •went up to the top of Carmel; 
and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his 
face between his knees; and said to bis servant, "Go up, 
now, look toward the sea." And he went up, and looked, and 
said," There is nothing." And he said," Go again 'seven times." 
And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, " Behold, 
there ariseth a •little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand." 
And he said," Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and 
get thee down, that the rain 'stop thee not." And it came to 
pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds 
and wind, and there was a 'great rain. And Ahab rode, and 
went to Jezreel. And the 'hand of the Lord was on Elijah; 
and he •girded up bis loins, and 'ran before Ahab to the entrance 
of Jezreel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

troubleth—Ahab regarded Elijah as the I 	aal—Lesson 33, "final.' 
cause 	of 	the famine, 	from the super- ormw—Less, 75, 'groves;' probably the 
stitious idea that the priests and prophets prophets of Ashtaroth; 	Less. 78, ' Lido- 
of the godsinfluenced their decrees. Les. 28, „ian&• 

curse.' 
Gut thou—the prophet, nothing daunted proph4s—the prophets of final; it dues 

by the intimation of danger conveyed in flot appear that the prophets of the groves, 

Ahab's address, boldly accused the wicked who ato et Jczebol's table, were present 

sovereign and his family, as the cause of halt—hesitate; sot dubioualy ; Lersm 22, 
Israeli. sin and punishtnont. 'Jealous.' 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [975-606 B.C. 

Ivy opiniont—they mingled the worship 
of God with the worship of BaaL 

by jlre—they worsbipped the great source 
et heat ; the prophet's proposal was therefore 
perfectly fair. 

let him—the test proposed by Elijah could 
not be objected to by the priests of Baal, 
even though they were apprehensive of a 
failure, for Elijah submitted it to the whole 
assembly, who at once concurred in the 
reasonableness of the proposal 

swrning ttll noon—from the rising of the 
son in eastern splendour to its meridian 
heat, did those deluded men cry 'O Baal 
hear us;' but the glorious orb—the crea-
ture of God's hand, passed on diffusing its 
light and vivifying influence over the earth, 
regardless of the cries of its worshippers. 

mocked-he did this in order to expose 
before ail the assembly the utter helplessness 
of the goda they worsbipped, and the folly 
of placing reliance on them. The presence 
of a nation of idolaters was no check upon 
Elijah's courage—" The righteous are bold 
sas lion." 

he is e gai—their idolatry was to Elijah 
an object of secret indignation and disdain; 
lie then npbraided them with their folly, & 
derided their efforts to obtain an answer. 

either—the taunts and scorn of Elijah 
appear most appropriate and forcible when 
we consider that the heathen attributed to 
their goda the imperfections, feelings, 
passions, and many of the occupations 
common to human beings. 

They called—they cried vociferously, 
danced, ran and leaped about their alter, 
in a furious, raving, and distracted manner; 
and out themselves with knives and lancets 
to make themselves acceptable to their idol, 
and to propitiate bis favour. 

bufZg— having waited till the time of the 
evening sacrifice for Baal's prophets to 
,brain ant answer—the servant of Jehovah 
vanda forth ta vindicate the divinity of 
lsrael's God. 	Taking twelve stones- 

'mblematic of the oneness of the tribes of 
east, he erects an altar and prepares hie 
acrifiee. 

pour it—this large quantity of water so 
aturated the wood that lis instantaneous 

combustion was impossible by the ordinary 
means of ignition. 

Lord God, 4c.—be addressed the God of 
Israel's fathers, with wbom the ancient 
covenant had ben made, and pleaded the 
glory of God and the recovery of the people 
from idolatry as objecta to be attained by 
the manifestation be anticipated. 

fire fell—this  signal attestation of the 
Lord's existence and power had lie 
Immediate effect, for the people fell upon 
their faces, and acknowledged the True 
God. Fire inancient times waa frequently 
connected with other manifestations of 
Dcity ; Less, 24, 'fire ;' Less. 26, 'the earth.' 

slew—by the Iaw idolaters were to be 
slain; Elijah herein asserted the amena-
bleness of the entire nation to the laweof 
Moses. Deuteronomy xiii. 5; xviii. 20. 

went up—the one to his tent to refresh 
himself, the other to the mountain-top to 
pray. 

seven times—Lesson 30, 'seven.' 

hutte chaud —a sure and familiar prog-
nostic of rain in ail countries east of the 
Levant. Luke xii. 54. 

atop—rain usually descends in such tor-
rents in the East that travelling ie rendered 
impossible during its continuance. 

great rain—to compensate the parched 
earth for its lack of moisture during three 
years. Lesson 69, ' sbut up.' 

hand of Me Lord—he acted by divine 
impulse. The flowing robes of easteme 
require to be tightly girded when extra. 
ordinary bodily exertion is required. 

ran b:,fore—Lesson 43, 'run.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Motrnx CARMSL—a mountainous ridge 

which overlooks the bay of Acre, on which 
the prophets Elijah and Elisha oecaslonally 
resided. There are many caves in this 
mountain range, the largest of which la 
called the School of Elijah; it le supposed 
the prophet stood on the summit facing the 
sea, when he prayed for rain ; and that he 
offered his sacrifice on the side overlooking 
the Kiehon and the plain of Esdraelon, 
which from its commanding position ena-
bled the thousands assembled to witnew 
bis proceedings. 



PERIOD VI. 	"THE SACRIFICE ON CARMEL." 
IISEND, AND GATHER TO ME ALL ISRAEL UNTO MOUNT CARMEL, h.- 

Thus when Elijah mark'd from Carmel's brow 
In bright expanse the briny flood below; 
Roll'd his red eyes amid the scorching air, 
Smote his firm breast, and breathe'd his ardent prayer; 
High in the midst a massy altar stood, 
And slaugbter'd offerings press'd the piles of wood; 
While larael's chiefs the sacred hill surround, 
And famish'd armies crowd the dusty ground; 
While proud Idolatry was leagu'd with dearth, 
And wither'd Famine swept the desert earth,— 
"Oh mighty Lord: thy woe-worn servant hear, 
Who calls thy name in agony of prayer; 
Thy fanes dishonour'd and thy prophets slain, 
Lo! I alone survive of ail thy train!— 
Oh send from heaven thy sacred fire,—and pour 
O'er the parch'd land the salutary shower,— 
So shall thy priest thy erring flock recaIl- 
And speak in thunder, thou art Lord of aIL" 
He cried, and kneeling on the mountain sands, 
Stretch'd high in air his supplicating hands. 

Descending flames the dusky shrine illume, 
Fire the wet wood, the sacred bull consume! 
Wing'd from the ses the gathering mists arise, 
And floating waters darken all the skies; 
The king with shifted reins bis chariot bends, 
And wide o'er earth the airy flood descends; 
With mingling cries dispersing hosts applaud, 
And shouting nations own the living God. 

DAiwis. 

82. ELIJAH'S GRIEF AT HOREB. 
2 Kings sig. 

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had 
slain the prophets of Baal. Then Jezebel sent a messenger 
to Elijah to tel him that -she would put him to death. When 
Elijah heard that, •he arose, and •went to Beersheba, in Jndah ; 
there he left his servant, but he went himself a day's journey 
into the wilderness, and sat down under a juniper tree, and he 
•requested for himself that he might die. As he lay and slept 
under the juniper tree, •an angel touched him, and said to him, 
"Arise and eat." He looked and there was a cake taken un 
the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. He ate and 
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°f  WHAT DORST THOU HLEr, ELIJÂH ?" [975-606 B.O. 

drank, and laid him down again. And the angel came again, 
and said, "Arise and eat; because the journey is •too great 
for thee." And he arose and did eat, and went in the 
strength of that food •forty days and forty nights, unto 
Horeb, the •mount of God. 

Elijah came to a •cave in Horeb, and lodged there; and the 
word of the Lord came to him and said," •What doest thou 
here, Elijah ?" Elijah said," I have been very jealous for the 
Lord God of Hosts; for the children of Israel bave •forsaken 
thy covenant, •thrown down thine altars, and •slain thy prophets 
w:th the sword, and •I only am left, and •they seek my life, to 
take it away." And Elijah stood on the mount before the 
Lord. And, behold, •the Lord passed by, and a great strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before 
the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the 
wind an earthquake; but the Lord .gas not in the earthquake; 
and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the 
fire; and after the fire a still small voice. And when Elijah 
beard it he wrapped bis face in his •mantle. And there came 
a voice to him, and said," What doest thou here, Elijah." 
Elijah answered as he had before. And the Lord said," Go, 
return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus, and when 
thon comest, •anoint •Hazael to be king over Syria; -Jehu, the 
son of Nimshi, to be king over Israel; and •Elisha, the son of 
Shaphat, to be prophet in thy room." God then assured 
Elijah that there were •left seven-thousand in Israel, which had 
not bowed the knee to Baal. 

Elijah departed thence, and found Elisha, the son of Sha- 
phat, who was ploughing at Abel-meholah with twelve yoke of 
•oxen before him. Elijah passed by him, and •cast his mantle 
upon him. He knew from this that Elijah had called him, and 
he left the oxen, & said," Let me, 1 pray thee, •kiss my father 
and my mother, and then I will follow thee." And Elijah 
said unto him, "Go back again, for what have I done to thee." 
And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and 
slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the 
oxen, and •gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he 
arose, and went after Elijah, and •ministered unto him. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

she erould —if any favourable imprec. 
sion bad been made on Ahah's mind by 
the extraordinary cireumstances lie had 
witnessed. the recital of them fo his 
wife had excited within ber stronger 
feelings of hostility to Elijah. 

de arose—he who Ned boldly faced an 
enraged and wicked monarch, four 
hundred and fifty false prophets, and a 
nation of idolaters, quails before the 
threat ofthia abandoned woman. With. 
out any divine intimation of danger the 
prophet lied for his life. 

ment—the exact route ta not specified, 
but lie must have passed through Jeho-
shaphat's dominions. 

juniper-tree—supposed to be e species 
of broom which grows thickly in the 
valleys and water-courses of this desert. 
This tree is a shelter to the Arabs from 
wind and the scorching raye of the can. 

requested—hie fortitude having for-
snken him, he felt life burdensome, and 
wished to lie relieved of its cares and 
d uties. 

an angel—a messenger of mercy 
comes to bis relief in the very desert 
where Hagar, sueur yenrs before, 
experienced the watchful care of ber 
Almighty Father. Lesson 9. 

too great—the distance to Horeb was 
about five days' journey. 

forty days—he wandered, as did the 
Israelites, in this dreary region, be had 
deserle-f bis post, where he might have 
been usefully occupied in bringing 
idolaters to honour God, and lie is 
now left alone in the wilderness to be 
disciplined for farther employment in 
God's service. 

mount of Ood—Lesaon 17 and 21, 
' Horeb: 

care—Lesson 49, ' cave.' 
What, doc.—the question conveyed a 

strong reproof, for it implied that 
Elijah was not in the path of duty. 

forsaken—Lesson 74, 1  two calves: 
grown down—alters in Israel that 

had beau built by the patrierchs and 
holy men before the temple was founded. 
We read of sueh sitars at Ed, Ramah, 
Mizpeh, Gilgal, Carmel, &c. 

I only—so scattered and ohscure were 
the worshippers of the Lord in Israel, 
that Elijah was ignorant of them. 

they seek—the apprehension of being 
put to a cruel death still harassed his 
mind. 

the Lord passed by—be 'l maketh the 
winds bis messengers, and Naming lire 
bis ministers;" bis awe and reverence 
were raised to the highest pit eh whet 
he heard the voice which had previously 
spoken, and he went and stood et tte 
entrance of the cave. 

mantle--an oblong piece of elotl, 
three yards long and two yards wide, s 
now worn by the Arabi ; they wrap t 
round them as a protection from the 
weather. Such was probably Elijah's 
mantle. 

anoint—implying that be was to give 
special instructions to his successor to 
perform this duty, for it does not appear 
that Elijah did it himself. 

Haxael—' vision of God.' Less. 94. 
As king of Syria, lie should afflict the 
people & punis(s them for their idolatry. 

Jehu—` he that is.' Lesson 95. As 
king of Israel, lie should destroy flic 
house of Ahab. 

Elisha—' God's salvation;' lie was to 
strengthen E11jnh in bis work, and to 
curry it on after his removal. 

left—this was most gratifying in-
formation to the repining and down-
cast prophet. The people of God are 
sometimes unknown to the world, for 
when persecution rages against the 
Truth, the timid followers of the Lord 
endeavour to conceal their opinions 
from observation. Less. 77, ` many.' 

oxen—o:eu are generally used in the 
East for ploughing, threshing, & of ber 
occupations of husbandry. If was 
customary among the Hebrews, and 
other nations of antiquity for persons 
of wealth and condition to employ 
themselves in agricultural concerns. 

cas!—en act signifeantof bis appoint-
ment as successor of himself. Lesser 
T2,' declared. 



"THE STILL SMALL VOICE." 	[975-606 B.C. 

kiss—give them a parting embrace wbo succeeded Moses, was for several 
while he received their benediction. 	years bis 'minister.' 

gare unto—probably a parting feast 	GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

with his workmen, reintives, and friends. 	HoRER—Lesson I T. 

AB L-MEHOLAH—a town in western 
minisiered—as the chosen successor Manaeseh, te which the army of the 

of the prophet, he would require to be Midianites went when put te flight by 
constantly with him, as bis personal Gideon. This town was thebirth-pince 
assistant, confidant, and pupil. Joshua, of the prophet Elisha. 

THE STILL SMALL VOICE. 

•'AND BEHOLD THERE CAME A VOICE UNTO HIM, AND SAID, WHAT DOER? 
THOU HERE, ELIJAH'r^ 

He cometh, He cometh, the Lord passeth by; 
The mountains are rending, the tempest is nigh; 
The wind is tumultuous, the rocks are o'ercast ; 
But the Lord of the Prophet is not in the blast. 

He cometh, IIe cometh, the Lord, H c is near, 
The earth it is reeling, all nature's in fear; 
The earthquake's approaching, with terrible form 
But the Lord of Sabaoth is not in the storm. 

He cometh, He cometh, the Lord is in ire; 
The smoke is ascending, the mount is on fire; 
O say, is Jehovah revealing bis name? 
He is near, but Jehovah is not in the flame. 

He cometh, He cometh, the tempest is o'er, 
He is come, neither tempest nor storm shall be more, 
All nature reposes, earth, ocean, and sky, 
Are still as the voice that descends from on high. 

O had I the wings of a dove, I would fly, 
And mount on the pinions of faith to the sky, 
Where the still sud small breathing to earth that was given, 
Shall be changed to the anthem and chorus of heaven. 

M'Coats. 

83. BENHADAD BESIEGES SA MARIA. 
1 Kings xx. 1-25. 

And •Benhadad, the king of Syria, gathered all his host 
together: and there were •thirty-and-two kings with him, and 
horses, and chariots: and he went up and besieged Samaria. 
And he sent messengers into the city, to king Ahab, saying, 
c° Thun saith Benhadad, thy silver and thy gold is mine; thy 
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PERIOD VI.] BENHADAD'S MESSAGES AND AHAB'S ANSWERS. 

'wives also and thy •children, even the goodliest, are mine." 
And the king of Israel answered, I' My lord, O king, according 
to thy saying, •I am thine, and all that I have." And the 
messengers came again, and said, "Thus speaketh Benhadad, 
saying, Although 1 have sent unto thee, saying, Thou shalt 
deliver me thy silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and thy 
children; yet I will send my servants unto thee to-morrow, 
ani they shall •search thine house, and the bouses of thy ser-
vants: and it shall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, 
they shall take it, and carry it away." Then Ahab said to the 
elders of the land," •Mark, I pray you, and see how this man 
seeketh niischief: for he sent unto me for my wives, and for 
my children, and for my silver, and for my gold; and I denied 
him not." And all the elders and all the people said unto 
him, " •Hearken not. unto him, nor consent." Wherefore he 
said unto the messengers of Benhadad, "Tell my lord the 
king, All that thou didst send for thy servant at the first 
I will do; but this thing •I may not do." And the messengers 
departed, and brought him word again. And Benhadad sent 
unto him, and said," The gods do so unto me, and more also, 
•if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for bandfuls for all the 
people that follow me." And Ahab answered,' Tell him, •Let 
not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he that 
putteth it off." And when Benhadad heard this message, as 
he was drinking, he and the kings in the pavilions, that he 
said unto his army," •Set yourselves in array." And they set 
themselves in array against the city. 

Then there came a prophet to Ahab and said, "Thus 
saith the Lord, Hast thon seen all this great multitude? be-
hold, I will deliver it into thine hand this day ; and •thou shalt 
know that I am the Lord." And Ahab said," By whom P" And 
he said, " By the •young men of the princes of the provinces." 
Then Ahab asked," Who shall order the battle P" And he 
answered, "Thon." So Ahab numbered the princes and the 
people; and they went out at noon. Benhadad was then 
drinking himself drunk, he and the thirty-two kings that 
helped him. The young men of the princes went out of the cit' 
first. The army followed them, and they alew every one là 
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BENIL&DAD I8 CONQUERED. 	[975-606 B.C. 

man; the Syrians fled, and the king escaped on a horse with 
the horsemen. A prophet then came to Abab, and told him 
to strengthen himself, for Benhadad would return in a year. 
The servants of Benhadad said of the Israelites, "Their gods 
are •gods of the hills : therefore they are stronger than we, but 
let us fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be 
stronger than they. Number thee an army like the army that 
thou hast lost, and we will fight against them." And he 
hearkened unto their voice, and did so. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Benhadad—probably the son of that 	Hearken not—his people were as little 
Hadad who became the adversury of disposed to submit as himself. 
Solomon. Lesson 71,' Hadad. 	I may not—he could not contemplate 
thirty-and-two--petty princes, allies the subjection of the inhabitants of 

and tributaries tu Benhadad; they were Samarie to the insults and barbarity of 
bound to assist him with their armies Benhaded's soldiery. 
whenever he was engaged in war. Less. 
81, 'many.' 	 if the dual, ¢c.—an expressive mode 

of declaring how vast an army he would 
wives—it is a custom in eastern courts bring against Samaria. 

for a newly appointed king to assume 
the control of the harem of binrede- 	Let not Aim, &c.—the meaning is- 
cessor, if be is not of the same family • "Let not Benhadad bout of e victory 
and in limes of war the most valued before he had obtained it." 
trophy of victory is the harem of the pavilions—tents. 
conquered monarch. Both ideas are 
included in Benhadad's message. 	Sel yourselves—make every prepara- 

ckildren—it was a practice te select Iron' 
tous captives taken in war, the sons of thou chaff know—the predicted deli-
the princes and the nobles, to have verance would be another testimony of 
them trained to wait upon the victors. the watchfulness of God over apostate 
In some cases these young captives Israel. 
grew into favour and rose to 'situations young men—either the young princes 
of high trust and honour in the countries themselves, or their body guards, pro-
to which they were taken as slaves. bably both were included. 
The history of Daniel and bis friends 
illustrates this observation, 	 gods of fhehills—the heathen had gods 

I am thine—Ahab consented to be- many, and lords many; every country 

corne hiatribulary,andtosarrenderhis was,bytheirsuperstition,underthecars 
and children as hostages and of its 

peeuliar deity; every city, clan, 
wives 
wives  
servants. 	

and village had its god; every class 
family, and individual had a deity; al~ 

search—Benbadad %ends e second and nature, and every portion of nature was 
more insulting meseage, ruothing less supposed to be under the, protection und 
than fhat Ahab should give up bis control of gods! Hence Canaan, being 
people to military plunder and abuse. 	a billy country, was consigned to the 

Mark—Ahab still possessed . nome superintendence of gods of the bills i 
public virtue, for tbougb lie bad con- the plural term being suggested pro• 
seated to give up bis own family and bably by the two calves. Thus Israel 
private goods, yet he paused on re. gave occasion to the enemies of the 
serving this aggravated insult. 	Lord to blaspheme. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	THE RETURN OF BENHADAD. 

FOR SUCCOUR AGAINST FOES. 

Great God of hosts, our ears have heard, 
Our fathers oft have told, 

What wonders thou hast done for them ;-
Thy glorious deeds of old. 

Not hy their might was safety wrought, 
Nor vict'ry by their sword; 

But thou didst guard the chosen race, 
Who thy great name ador'd. 

Great God of hosts ! their God, and ours; 
Our only Lord and King; 

Let that right arm which fought for them 
To us salvation bring. 

To thee the glory we'll ascribe, 
By whom the conquest came 

And in triumphant songs of praise 
Will celebrate thy name. 

84. BENHADAD RETURNS. 
1 Kings xx. 26-43. 

Benhadad returned as the prophet had predicted at the end 
of the year, and wentup to Aphek to fight against Israel. And 
the army of the children of Israel a -ere like two little flocks of 
kids ; but the Syrians filled the country. A man of God came 
and said to Ahab, "Thus sai~h the Lord, •Because the 
Syrians have said the Lord is God of the hills, but he is not 
God of the valleys, therefore will I deliver this great multitude 
into thine band, and ye shall know that I am the Lord." 
And they encamped over against each other for seven days; 
and on the seventh day the two armies joined in battle; the 
Israelites slew of the Syrians 100,000 footmen that day; the 
rest fled into Aphek, and there a wall fell upon 27,000 of the 
men who were left. Benhadad fled, and hid himself in an 
•inner chamber in the city. 

The servants of Benhadad said unto him, "Behold now, we 
have heard that the kings of the bouse of Israel are merciful 
kings: let us, I pray thee, put •sackcloth on our lins, and 
•ropes upon our heads, and go out to the king of Israel: 
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THE COVENANT WITH BENHADAD. [975-606 B.C. 

peradventure he will save thy life." So they girded sackcloth 
ou their loins, and put ropes on their heads, and came to the 
king of Israel, and said, - Thy servant Benhadad saith, I pray 
thee, let me live." And he said, "Is be yet. alive P he is my 
•brother." Now the men did diligently observe whether any 
thing would come from him, and did •hastily catch it: and 
they said, "Thy brother Benhadad." Then he said, "Go ye, 
bring him." Then Benhadad came forth to him; and he 
caused him to corne up into the chariot. And Benhadad said 
unto him, 'l The cities, which my father took from thy father, 
I will restore; and thou shalt make 'streets for thee in 
Damascus, •as my father made in Samaria." Then said Ahab, 
"I will send thee away with. this covenant." So he made a 
covenant with him, and sent him away. One of the sons of 
the prophets met Ahab and by a parable, shewed him his sin 
IIe then denounced Ahab, for letting Benhadad escape, saying, 
"Thus saith the Lord, Because thon hast let go out of thy 
band a man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore 
thy life •shall go for his life, and thy people for his people." 
And the king of Israel came to Samaria, and went to his house 
•heavy and displeased. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Because, esc.—though Ahab was an 
idolatrous and wicked king, God twice 
granted him victory over the Syrians. 
beenuse they had nnjnslly attacked the 
Israelites, and blasphemed the God of 
Israel. 

inner chainber—a chamber within an-
other chamber, a secretorprivate room. 

sackclolh—worn as a sign of repent-
ance or as a token of mourning. In the 
East sacks are ¢enerally made of black 
goat's hair, hence when suckeloth is 
spoken of in scripture, cloth of hair is 
to be understood. Lesson 88, ' the king 
knew.' 

ripes—tied round their necks to 
express their voluntarv subjection tohis 
will, whether for denth or bondage. 
Among the sculptures of E ypt and 
Pers a captives are represented with 
ropes tied round their necks, and pasving 
frire one to another; in this way they  

were led before the victorious objet to 
receive their sentence. 

brother—this term is used in various 
and extensive senses ; il is applied to 
those of the same family, tribe, nation, 
religion, pursuit, and condition of life. 
As kings, Ahab and Benhadad stood on 
a similar footing; besides this, as the 
son of Hadnd the Edomite, (Lesson 71, 
' Iladnd;' 83,' Beuhadad'), lie and Ahab 
had Jacob for their common anceslor; 
Lesson 12,' Esau;'27,' thon journeyed.' 

hastily—the ambassudorsof Benhadnd 
quickly took advnnlage oftbis admission 
on the part of Ahab, correcting, '• Ihy 
servant; into " thy brother." 

restore—we thus learn that. the father 
of Benhadad had in former years taken 
some of the cities of Israel; Benhaded 
proposes to return them to Israel, and 
withdraw his soldiers from them. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	 " TRIUMPH." 

s/reefs—in captera cities people of I livered e captive into bis care, on #bis 
diferent nations, trades, or religions I condition, that if he were missing bis 
occupy separate localities. At the pre- I life should be forfeited; the captive 
sent day, the Jews in Damascus, and escaped. Abab decided that the judg-
indeed in every considerable city of I ment should be according te the con-
Western Asia, have their own proper dition imposed; wbereupen the prophet 
quarter; and in Constantinople, Ale:- I removed the ashes from his face, with 
endria, Cairo. &e. there ta a Frank which he was disguised as a criminel 
quarter (for Europeans) es well as the and n suppliant, and plainly denounced 
Jews' quarters. Benhadad proposed to Ahab, for letting Benhadad escape; the 
devote a certain district in Damascus king then saw that be was e prophet. 
for the Israelites, over wbicb Ahab #hall go—Lesson 86,'amote. 
should bave jurisdiction; this was a 
profession of utter submission, and an , hear p and displeased—not truly peai-
al,andonment of all ho.file intentions. ! tent, but enraged et the prophet, esse-

as—Ibis is the only intimation we peroted against God, vexed nt himself 
have that Benhadad'e father bad e:er- and ont of humour, notwithstandingbis 
cised such e jurisdiction in Samarie. 	victory. 

parable—an obscure prophet speaking GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
tua powerful king, impatient of reproof, I APES[—there are several cities of 
bas to clothe bis rebutes in e parable, this name mentioned in the bible; Apbek 
as Nathan reproved David, Lesson 53; in Syria was one of the chief citiez in 
be seul that during the battle amande.  the kingdom of Benhadad. 

TRIUMPH. 

Zion's King shall reign victorious, 
All the earth shall own hie sway, 

He will make bis kingdom glorious, 
He will reign through endless dey: 

What though none on earth assist him, 
God requires not help from man; 

What, though all the earth resist him, 
God will realize bis plan. 

Nations now from God estranged, 
Then shall see a glorious light, 

Night to day shall then be changed, 
Heaven shall triumph in the sight; 

Sec the ancient idols falling- 
Worshipp'd once, but now abhorr'd; 

Men on Zion's King are calling, 
Zion's King by ail ador'd. 

Mighty King, thine arm revealing, 
Now thy glorious cause maintain, 

Bring the nations help and healing, 
Make them subject to tby reign; 

Angels in their lofty station 
Praise thy name, Thou only wise; 

Oh, let earth with emulation 
Join the triumph of the 	skies. 	 âiLLT. 
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$5. AHAB COVETS NABOTH'S VINEYARD. 
1 Kings xxi. 

Near Ahab's palace in Jezreel, a man named •Nahoth had 
a vineyard. Ahab wanted it for a garden of herbs, so he offered 
Naboth a better vineyard for it, or its worth in money. 
Naboth refused to sell it, •because it was the inheritance of his 
fathers; so Ahab came to his house heavy and displeased; 
and be laid him down upon his •bed, and would eat no bread. 
But Jezebel, when she knew the cause of Ahab's grief, pro- 
mised to procure him the vineyard. She wrote •letters to the 
elders of the city, saying, " Proclairn •a fast, and set Naboth •on 
high among the people: and set two men sons of Belial to •bear 
witness against him, saying, Thou didst •bla4pheme God and 
the king. And then carry him out, and stone him that he may 
die." And •the elders and the nobles did as Jezebel had sent 
unto them ; they proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high 
among the people. And there carne in two men, children of 
Belial, and sat before him : and they witnessed against Naboth, 
in the presence of the people, saying," Naboth did blaspheme 
God and the king." Then they carried him forth out of the 
city, and •stoned him with stones, that he died. The eiders 
and nobles •then sent to Jezebel, sayiug, " Naboth is stoned, 
and is dead." When Jezebel beard this she said unto Ahab, 
"Arise, and •take possession of the vineyard." Elijah was 
then commanded tQ meet Ahab in the vineyard, and to make 
known to him that dogs should •lick his blood, as they bad 
licked the blood of Naboth—that the dogs •should eat Jezebel, 
by the wall of Jezreel—and that his •whole family should 
perish. Wheu Ahab saw Elijah be said, " Hast thon •found 
me, O mine •enemy ?" And he answered," I bave found thee; 
because thou hast •sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the 
Lord." He then declared the sentence which the Lord had 
passed on him: "Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs 
shall eat; and him that dieth in the fields shall the •fowls of 
the air eat." When Ahab heard this sentence he •rent his 
clothes, put on •sackcloth, •fasted, and went •softly. When God 
saw that he humbled himself, he said unto Elijah," Seest thon 
how Ahab humbleth himself before me? Because he hum-
bleth himself before me, •I will not bring the evil in his days; 
but in bis son's days will I bring the evil upon his house." 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. PERIOD VI.] 

Naboth—' fruit.' 
because—the Hebrews could not sell 

their lands; Go,l had expressly coin. 
manded flint they should remain in the 
tribes end families to which they had 
been allotted; if their owners were in 
need they might alienate them for n 
time—till the year of jubilee, but not 
longer. As therefore the only perme_ 
vent right ta land was by heritage, 
Naboth had not the power to dispose of 
the 'inheritance of his t'atbers.' Lev. 
xxv. 25.28; Num. xxxvi. 7. 

bed— the poorer people spread skins 
upon the floor upon which they lay; 
others used coarse matlresaes; and the 
more affluent had carpets, richly crun-
mented. Less. 52, 'ait upon;' carpets 
originated in the East. 

letters—she sealed these letters with 
the king's signet. otherwise they would 
not have received attent,on. 

a fast—as if some grievous crime bad 
been committed, or tome great calamity 
fallen upon the kingdom which required 
a show of repentance—here was hypo. 
criay. 

on high—let there be the appearance 
al least of justice and impartiality by 
performing this wicked deed openly. 

bear witness—the witnesses must 
swear to the truth of the false accusa-
tiou to be made agn'.nst Naboth ; there-
fore they must he 'sons of Belin]. 
Less. 44,'Belial.' Here wan p. rjury. 

blaspheme—by the law of Moses il. 
was death lo hlnspherne God, but if the 
man charged with Ibis crime was found 
guilty, his property went to his heirs ; 
while ff a man was executed for trenson 
against the king his property went tu 
the king—Jezebel therefore had Naboth 
accused ol both these crimes. 

the elders, 4c.—every principle of right 
and justice was set nt defiance by then, 
willing slaves of Jezebel, and their 
sentence of death wax immediately 
executed. Here was murder. 

slated—Lesson 24, 'stoned; we learn 
also flint (lie gons of Naboth u ere stored 
witli him, flint there might be none Jeff 
to avenge his death, nor fo preverut the  

forfeiture of the estate to the king 
2 Kinga ix. 26. 

then sent—Micah vi. 16 ; vii. 2-4. 
take possession—how enay fora wicked 

king with such wirked instruments as 
Jezebel, false wit.nesars, and esrropt 
mngislrates, thus to possess himseifof 
the estates of his subjects. Practices of 
this kind prevail to the prescrit day in 
many countries of the East. 

lick—Less. 76, ' dogs 86, 'licked up' 
should eat—Less. 95, 'had eaten.' 
whole family—Less. 95, 'slew all: 
found une, kc.—as Allah had neither 

seen Elijah nor heard of bin, from the 
time when he Sed from Samaria to the 
present moment, (Leas. 82, ' be arose') 
his present appearance must have 
greatly aupriaed him. 

enemy—wicked men hate those that 
faithfully warn and reprove them, and 
consider them as enemies to their 
happiness. 
sold —he voluntarily surrendered bimseif 

as a slave Io sin in its most abominable 
forma; bis life was a continuous course 
of wickedness. 

forets—Less. 40, ' swarm ; (lit, 'birds.' 
rent—nn eastern mode of testifying 

great sorrow or grief; Lesson 49, 
lamented: 
sack-cloth—Leas. 84, 1sackcloth.' 

fasted—Less. 53,' fasted ;' Isa. lviii. 6. 

softly—he went with a slow pace, 
humbled mien, and noiseless «tep. 

/ trill nrl—the temporary anti ester-
nal humiliation, and peuiteure of Abat. 
obtained for hini n ternpurr,ry mercy—
God promised 10 spare bum 1 be affliction 
of .seeing his family cut off by Lite 
sword. Lesson 95. 

GEOGRAPIIICAL NOTE. 
JFznI:nt.—a celebrated env in tir 

valu -y ol Jezreel in the Ir be of Isar hat. 
Ahnb had e residence (hi-r,. wi irh we 
iiear.  Nabot l,'s vineyard. Tir v.,,trv r 7 
Jezreel was also called the plain of 
Esdraalon; a portion of it was c..IM! 
the valley of Megiddo. 
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THE COVETOUS KiNG. 	[975-606 B.C. 
"HAST THOU FOUND ME, O MINE ENEMY? AND HE ANSWERED, I HAVE 

FOUND THEE.- 

The tears are in King Ahab's eyes, 
His brow is dark with care, 

Because the poor man's vineyard lies 
So near his garden fair;  

He flings his purple mantle by, 
Falls on his silken bed, 

The queen and all her dames draw nigh,— 
He turns away his head. 

Not pomp, nor wealth, nor high degree, 
True happiness impart; 

She dwells with peace and charity 
Within the holy heart. 

There's envy in King Ahab's breast; 
He's lord of hill and plain, 

He cannot sleep, he cannot rest, 
For Naboth's poor domain. 

And so, at that bad woman's word, 
The just man's blood is shed, 

"Arise; possess his land, my lord; 
The Jezreelite is dead." 

He rides with pompous equipage, 
The crown upon his brow, 

To seize the poor man's heritage; 
Is Ahab happy now? 

Oh! no, that spot of envied ground 
God's prophet stands within; 

Behold, his enemy bath found 
The slayer in his sin: 

He speaks the bitter doom of heaven; 
Where now the monarch's pride? 

He turns away, his robe is riven, 
His gems are cast aside. 

Joy came not when the Jewish king 
His blood-won prize had bought; 

It never comes from earthly thing 
Too hotly, wrongly, sought. 

Then tread we our appointed path, 
Pleased with what God bas sent; 

Not envying what another bath, 
Still holy, still content. 

VERSES FOR HOLY SEASONI. 
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86. BATTLE AT RAMOTH-GILEAD. 
2 Chron xviii. 1 Kings xxii. 1-40. 

And the king of Israel said unto his servants," Know ye that 
Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and we be still, and take it not out 
of the band of the king of Syria P" Now for three years 
there was no war between Syria and Israel. And in the third 
year, Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, came down to the king of 
Israel. Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, 
and joined 'affinity with Ahab. And Ahab killed sheep and 
oxen for him in abundance, and for the people that he had with 
him. And Ahab said unto Jehoshaphat," Wilt thou go with 
me to Ramoth-gilead P" And he answered him, "I am as 
thou art, and my people as thy people: and 'we will be with 
thee in the war." The 'prophets were consulted, and they 
said, "Go up, for the •Lord vil deliver it. into the hand of the 
king." Jehoshaphat then enquired for •a prophet. of the Lord; 
and Ahab answered that there was none but 'Micaiah, and be 
always prophesied •evil of him. When he came he 
answered in the •words of the prophets of Ahab. The king 
saw that Micaiah's answer was contrary to his knowledge, and 
adjured him to say nothing but what was truc. Micaiah then 
•foretold Ahab's death, saying, "I saw all Israel scattered 
upon the hills as sheep that have not a 'shepherd... let them 
return every man to his bouse in peace." And Ahab said 
unto Jehoshaphat," Did I not tell thee that he would •prophesy 
no good concerning me, but evil ?" And he said, "Hear thon 
therefore the word of the Lord: •I saw the Lord sitting on hie 
throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right 
hand and on his left. And the Lord said, Who shall persuade 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead ? And one 
said on this manner, and another said on that manner. And 
there came forth a spirit and stood before the Lord, and said, I 
will persuade him. And the Lord said unto him, Wherewith? 
And he said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in tbe 
mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade 
him, and prevail also : go forth, and do so. Now therefore 
behold, the Lord 'bath put •a lying spirit in the mouth of all 
these thy prophets, and the Lord bath 'spoken evil concerning 
thee." But •Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, went near 
and smote Micaiah on the cheek, and said, ', Which uy 
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THE DEATH OF AaAB. 	[975-606 B.C. 

f went the Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee P" 
And Micaiah said, "Behold, thou shalt see •in that day, when 
thon shalt go into an •inner chamber to hide thyself." Ahab 
ordered Micaiah into prison, there to be fed with bread of 
affliction and water of affliction till his return in peace. 
Micaiah said," -If thou return at all in peace, the Lord hath 
not spoken by me." 

The •kings of Israel and Judah -went up against Ramoth-
gilead. Abab -disguised himself, but Jehoshaphat was -in his 
robes. During the battle a certain man drew a bow at a •ven-
ture, and -smote Ahab, who commanded the driver of his 
chariot to take him out from the battle. His blood flowed into 
his chariot, and he -died. His chariot was washed in the pool 
of Samaria. The dogs •licked up his blood and the prediction 
of Elijah was thus fulfilled. 

NOTES ANT) EXPLANATIONS. 
gf/faity—Less. 79, 'affinity;'  probably 	a prophel—Jehoshaphat suspected the 

from a mistaken idea that by this prophets of Abab, and without accusing 
connexion the allegiance of the ten tribes them of hypocrisy, asked for a prophet 
would be restored to bis posterity; Les. of the Lord besides. 
a(y 'took their daughters ;' 87,' wrath.' 	Micaiah—' who is Jehovah.' 

we witL.—his ready acquiescence with evil—Ahab accounted him his enemy 
Ahab's desire arose, probably, as much as well as Elijah. 
from the expeetation alluded to above, 	words of—be said, as they had doue as from the friendship subsisting be- r" Go up, and prosper;" meaning thy tween them. 	 prophets have already assured thee Ibis, 

prophels—the number of them was 'go up,' as they have hidden thee ;but lie 
four hundred; they were probably the said It in ridicule of the false prophets. 
prophets of the groves who escaped the 	o,eiold—he spoke parabalically of 
destruction which overwhelmed the Ahab's death, comparing his people to 
priests of Baal at Carmel. Lesson 81, sheep and Ahab to a shepherd. 'prophets.' 	 she herd—Lesson 57 'ruler.' Go up—the omission of the word 'it,' 	p 

	 ,herd—Lesson 
 which is not in the original, together p 	 it evil towards 

with the construction of the whole An
a
b to forewarn him that his expedi- with 

	illustrate the ambiguous mode tion would prove fatal? 
of speech adopted by the hentben ora- 	I sam the Lord—Micaiah then de- 
nies and prophets; they guardedly clared that it was made known to him 
avoided saying whal s iould be deli that God had doomed Ahab to fall et 
vered, and into which king's band the Ramoth-gilead. 
victory would be given. Thus they hath pui—it must be borne in mind 
would be right whether the Syrians or that it is common in the Scriptures to 
the Israelites conquered. 	 call that the Lord's doing which he only 

Lord—' Jehovah; the false prophets permits to be doue, because he has the 
used the word Lord, probably by Ahab's supreme direction of all things and 
dis,rction, in order to allure Jehoshephat. controls events. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	NOTES, EXPLANATIONS, ETC. 
e lying spirit—be permitted Abab's allbough the flatterie predictions of 

prophets to mislead him to bis own kit prophets were sounding in his ears. 
destruction, 	 in his robes—as a king; be rejected 

spoken soil—decreed his destruction. the infidel notion of chance, end showed 
Zedekiah—' Jebovah's justice ;' ap- that he believed his safety or danger 

parently one of the chief of Abab's depended on the will of the Supreme. 
prophets. 	 eentere—with no certain aim; with a 

in tuai dey—in answer to the false design to strike somebody no matter 
proPhet's scornful question, Micaiah whom. 
declares that when the battle is over, rmoie—Abab bad concealed himself 
be shall conceal him+elf, from fear of from the knowledge of men, but not 
being put to death, as a false prophet (rom the eye of God. 
and a betrayer of his king end country. died—be however lived long enongb 

inner-chamber—Lesson 81, 'inner to see part of Micaiab's prophecy fol- 
chamber: 	 filled. He wbo had wickedly murdered 

If thou return—on being ordered into Naboth, and not only spared Benbadad 
prison Micaiah gave a final warning to but sent him away in friendship, (Leas. 
Ahab, accompanied by an appeal tu the 84), was slain by an unknown hand in 
people, " H earken, O people, every one Benhadad's army ; and the words of i he 
of you ;" hoping the confirmation of the disgnired prophet were yuIGlled. Less. 
event he had predicted would lead them 84,'parable.' 
to reverence Jehovah. 	 licked up—Less. 85,' lick;' also Less. 

kings—Jehoshaphat connived at the 76, tdogs' 
rigorous treatment of Micaiab, and still 	GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
sbewed a criminal willingness to go RAr«OTH-OILEAD—acelebratedcityin 
with Ahab. 	 the mountains of Gilead, belonging to 

went up—either Jehoshapbat must the tribe of Gad, built near Galeed, and 
bave been deceived by the false pro- sometimes called Ramoth-Mizpeh. 
phets, or he had not the courage tu re- During the reigns of the kin s of Israd, 
fane proceeding tu the war, 	 it was the scene of eaves wars. It 

disguised—his heart miagave him, was one of the cities of refuge. 

TIME MISEMPLOYED. 

As o'er the past my memory strays, 
Why heaves the sacred sigh? 

'Tis that I mourn departed days, 
Still unprepared to die. 

The world and worldly things beloved, 
My anxious thoughts employed; 

When Lime unhallowed, unimproved, 
Presents a fearful void. 

Yet, holy Father, wild despair 
Chase from this labouring breast; 

Thy grace it is which prompts the prayer, 
that grace can do the rest. 

My life's best remuant al] he thine; 
And when thy sure decree 

Bids me this fleeting breath resign— 
Oh speed my soul to thee. 	Br. MIDDLKTOtr. 
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87. JEHOSHAPHAT REPROVED. 
2 Chron. xix,xx ; 1 Kings xxii. 51-53. 

And Jehoshaphat returned to his house •in peace to Jeru-
salem. Jehn the prophet went out to meet him, and said, 
I° Shouldest thon help the ungodly, and love them that hate 
the Lord? therefore is -wrath upon thee from before the Lord. 
Nevertheless there are good things found in thee, in that thou 
hast taken away the groves out of the land, and hast prepared 
thine heart to seek God." Jehoshaphat again went through 
his kingdom from Beersheba to Mount Ephraim. And he 
set •judges in the land throughout all the fenced cities of 
Judah, and said to them, "Take heed what ye do ; for ye 
judge not for man, but for the Lord, who is with you in the 
judgment. Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be upon 
you ; for there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, -nor res-
pect of persons, nor taking of -gifts." Moreover in Jerusalem 
did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, and of the priests, and of 
the chief of the fathers of Israel; and charged them, saying, 
"Thus shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with 
a perfect heart; and what cause soever shall come to you of 
your brethren that dwell in their cities, ye shall even -warn 
them that they trespass not against the Lord, and so wrath 
come upon you, and upon your brethren. Deal •courageously, 
and the Lord shall be with the good." 

•Ahaziah began to reign in -conjunction with his father Abab, 
before his death. He served Baal, and provoked the Lord to 
anger, as his father had done. 

The Moabites and Ammonites invaded Judah; and 
Jehoshaphat and his people set themselves to -seek the Lord. 
The king proclaimed -a fast throughout his kingdom. The 
congregation assembled, and the king offered up a -solemn 
prayer to God for help. Jaiaziel then said to all Judah, by 
the spirit of the Lord, "Be not afraid, nor dismayed by reason 
of this great multitude: for the battle is -not yours but God's. 
Ye @hail -not need to fight in this battle; stand ye still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem." 
And Jehoshaphat bowed his head to the ground: and all 
Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the 
Lord, worshipping the Lord. In the morning they went forth 
to the wilderness of Tekoah, and as they went Jehoshaphat 
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PERIOD VI.] DESTRUCTION OF THE MOABITES AND AMMONITES. 

said to them, "Hear me, O Judah and ye inhabitants of Jeru-
salem ; believe in the Lord, your (iod, so shall ye be established, 
believe bis prophets so shall ye prosper." He also appointed 
singers who should praise the beauty of holiness, and say, 
°l Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever." When 
they began to •sing, the children of Moab and Ammon rose up 
•against those of Mount Seir; and afterwards they helped to 
destroy one another. 

After this Jehoshaphat joined himself with Ahaziah to make 
ships to go to Tarshish: and they made the •ships in Ezion-
gaber. Then Eliezer prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, 
"Because thou hast joined tbyself with Ahaziah, the Lord hath 
broken thy works.'' And the ships were broken that they were 
not able to go to Tarshish. Then said Ahaziah unto Jehosha-
phat, " Let my servants go with thy servants in the ships ;" but 
Jehoshaphat would not. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

in peaee—or in safety; during the 
battle the captains of the Syrian army, 
attracted by Jehoehaphat's royal ap-
parel, turned tu assail bim, thinking 
that he was Ahab; but perceiving their 
mistake they turned from him. Ben-
badad had given tbem instructions to 
fight with no one, neither small nor 
great, but with the king of Israel. An 
estimate of the unfaitbfulness and 
ernelty of this man's character can be 
formed from this circumstance. 

wrath—he bad formed an unholy, a 
forbidden connexion, therefore his 
punishment is to he looked for in the 
destruction of the fruit of that alliance; 
Lesson93,`slew;' 95,'smite him also.' 
But the immediate effectof God'swrath 
is seen in the invasion of Judah by the 
Moabites and Ammonites. 

jadges--the judicial arrangements of 
David bad, it is supposed, fallen into 
disuse. Jehoshaphat not only restored 
the original order for the administration 
of justice, but he modified it to suit the 
altered state of the kingdom. 

Take heed, 4c.—Lesson 65,' He that.' 
nor respect—neither the greatness, 

nor learning, nor affluence of a man is 
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regarded by the Lord; lie bas raspeet 
only to those who love and serve him. 
Compare Lesson 2, ' not respect ;' 'U 
thon doest well;' 45, 1  he had not' 

gifts—tbe practice of making presents 
so common in the East, as tokens of 
affection, respect, or submission could 
with great facility be made to sobserce 
the corrupt designs of bribery, and 
pervert judgment. 

warn—it seems to have been the 
practice of the judges, before hearing a 
case of complaint, to warn the parties 
concerned Ihat the one prefer not a 
false charge, nor the otber make a dis-
bonest defence. 2 Samuel xv.8. 

courageously—not to yield to the 
intimidation of powerful and wicked 
men; nor the temptations of those wbo 
migbt offer bribes; for to tbe feelings 
of parliality for a friend, whose case 
might neverlheless, be bad. 

Ahaziah—'Jehovah sustains: 
conjunction—in partnership. 
seek the Lord—to solicit his forgive-

ness for their national transgtessioe, 
and to supplicate bis favour, protection, 
and deliverance. 
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e fast—fo humble themselves lest 
God should allow the enemy to rule 
over them as a punishment for their 
neglect of bis precepts aud ordinances. 

solemn prager-2 Chron. xx. 5-12. 
net yours—Les. 83,' gods of the bills. 
not need—Lesson 30,' shall fall.' 
sing—Lesson 30,'long blast.' 
againrl—it is supposed that the sol- 

PRAISE. 	[975-606 B.C. 

diers of both nations plaeed in ambusb, 
attacked each other in ignorance, at 
Oral, which caused disorder, and was 
followed by n general battle. The 
spoils left upon tue seene of carnage 
were so immense that the people of 
Judah were three days in removing 
them. Lesson 37,' against his fellow.' 

ships—large barges, or roasting bouta 
propelled by oars, and assisted by a 
sail. Lesson 70, 'navy.' 

PRAISE TO THE LORD. 
"FRAISE THE LORD, FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOREVER." 

O praise the Lord in that blest place. 
From whence bis goodness largely flows; 
Praise him in heaven, where he his face 
Unveil'd in perfect glory shows: 
Praise him for ail the mighty acte 
Which he in our behalf hath done; 
His kindness this return exacts, 
With which our praise should equal run. 
To praise awake each tuneful string; 
Harmonious ]et the concert rise; 
And to the solemn organ sing, 
That swells your rupture to the skies; 
Let all that vital breath enjoy—
The breath lie does to them aflord,-
In just returns of praise employ;—
Let ev'ry creature praise the Lord. 

88. AHAZIAH'S IMPIETY. ELIJAH'8 TRANSLATION. 
2 Kings i,-ii. 12. 

After the death of Ahab, the people of Moab -rebelled 
against Israel. At this time king Ahaziah fell through a 
-lattice in his 'upper chamber, and received much injury. He 
sent messengers to 'Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, to know if 
he should recover. Elijah was commanded to meet the mes-
sengers, to reprove the king for his impiety, and to say, "In 
it not because there is not a god in Israel, that ye go to in-
quire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron P Now therefore thus 
saith the Lord, Thou shalt not corne down from that bed on 
which thon art gone up, but shalt surely die." The mea- 
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PERIOD VI.] ELIJAH I8 TRANSLATED TO HEAVEN. 

sengers returned and told Ahaziah the message of Elijah. 
On enquiring what kind of man he was, •the king knew that 
he was Elijah. He sent a captain of fifty to •take Elijah. 
Elijah called for fire from heaven to •consume him and bis fifty 
men. The king •sent another captain of fifty to take him. 
Elijah •again called down fire from heaven to consume them. 
The king sent •a third captain of fifty, and •he prayed to 
Elijah that he might not be consumed. An angel of God told 
Elijah to go himself to the king, and declare bis approaching 
end. And Elijah went, and said unto Ahaziah, "Thus saith 
the Lord, Forasmuch as thon has sent messengers to inquire 
of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron; therefore thou shalt not 
come •down off that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt 
surely die." So he died, and •Joram reigned in his stead. 
And Joram walked in the sins of Jeroboam. 

When Elijah was about to be taken to heaven Elisha went 
with him to Gilgal. Elijah told him to •tarry at Gilgal, for 
the Lord had sent him to Bethel. Elisha would not leave 
him. The sons of the prophets at Bethel said unto Elisha, 
« Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master to-
day." Elisha answered, "Yea, •I know it." Elijah told 
Elisha to •tarry at Bethel, for the Lord had sent him to Jericho. 
Elisha said he would not leave him. So they went together 
to Jericho. At Jericho Elijah told Elisha to •tarry there for 
the Lord had sent him to Jordan. Elisha would not leave 
Elijah; and they went on together and stood by the Jordan. 
And fifty men of the •sons of the prophets went and stood to 
view afar off; and they two stood by Jordan. Elijah wrap-
ped bis mantle together, and smote the waters; they •divided, 
and the two prophets went over on dry ground. When they 
were gone over, Elijah asked Elisha what he should do for 
him. Elisha said, «I pray thee let a •double portion of thy 
spirit rest upon me." Elijah said, "Thon hast asked a hard 
thing; nevertheless, if thou seest me when I am taken from 
thee, it shall be se unto thee ; but if not, it shall not be so." 
As they still went on, a chariot of lire parted them, sud 
Elijah went up by a •whirlwind to heaven. Elisha saw it and 
exclaimed, "My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and 
the horsemen thereof." And Elisha saw Elijah •no more. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [975-606 H.C. 

rebdled--since their subjugation by David 
(Less. 57) they had continued to be tribu-
taries—first to Solomon, and subsequently 
to the kings of lsrael. 

ladies—the roofs of eastern housse being 
Bat are surrounded by a parapet; Deut. 
xxii. 8; it Is probable that Ahaziah fell 
over this parapet. 

upper chamber—it wsa common to retire 
to the upper story, or sleeping room built 
on the fiat terrace, at certain semons, fre-
quently for repose; it is supposed that 
Abaziah tell from such a chamber. 

Baal-zebub—' god of the 8iee; it le not 
easy to determine the origin of this title, 
but it la generafy supposed that Ekronand 
its vicinity had been infested with a species 
ot mosquito, to remove which the inhabi-
tants imagined the existence of a god who 
had power over them ; to this imaginary 
deity, they prayed to be delivered from 
their continual scourge. But as Ekron was 
s place of great power and wealth, the god 
of Ekron became famous in the estimation 
of hie worshippers, over other afflictions, 
and over the destiny of other places 

the king knew—aackcloth or haircloth was 
not only worn by those in affliction or grief, 
but it was the general clothing of the pro-
pheteeepeclally in seasons of national 
defection from (Ml; hence when the 
appearance of Elijah was described by Aha-
ziah's messengers, he knew at once who 
he was. Lesson 84, ' sackcloth ; 92, 'sone 
of the prophets' 

take--as prisoner, for the purpose of in-
flicting some heavy punishment upon him. 
Eifjah spoke not from feelings of personal 
raeentment, but from direct revelation. 
The captain jeered Elijah, saying, "O thou 
man of (lad, come down." 

coassasse—to barn them up; probably 
the men approached the prophet with 
irreverent feelings. Less. 24, 'devoured.' 

went—the hardened Ahaziah, nothing 
appalled by this manifestation of the divine 
displeasure, added to his former criminality 
by sending a second company of fifty men 
to take Edjah. 
again mUed—Elljah, who remained sitting 

fn the same place, was accosted by the  

second captain, as by the former; hie auda-
cloue impiety was similarly punished. 

a third copiais —he came reverently to 
Efijah. 

he prayed—the judgments on bis prede-
cessors alarmed him, which, however, hie 
different course of conduct averted, 

down--some of the eastern beds were laid 
on platforms so elevated that steps were 
required for ascending and descending. 

Joram—' high.' 
tarry—the motive of Elijah in making 

these requests ie not very evident; it might 
be to ascertain the strength of Elieha's 
attachment to him. 

I know it—not only had Elljah a pre-
intimation of hie translation, but Elieha 
and the company of prophets residing at 
Bethel were similarly favoured. 

son.—Less. 92, 'sens of the prophet&' 
divided—about the same place where the 

Israelites crossed under the command of 
Joshua; Lees. 30, ' divided ;' ' Jordan; &c. 

double portion—the ardency of Elisha's 
character was thus evinced; as it bad been 
at bis first euh; Les. 82. He now felt a 
becoming desire to be endowed with ail the 
gifts and graces requisite to render his 
ministrations effective. 

i faou seat—the reward of hie faithfulness 
in following his master to the end should be 
the granting of his hard, but pions request. 

fire—the prophet whose whole life glowed 
with zeal for the honour of God, and whose 
ministry was mainly directed against the 
ldolatry of the source of lire, was himself 
conveyed to heaven in a fiery chariot. 

whirlwind--that which in tropical coun-
tries spreads ruin, devastation, and death, in 
made the messenger of mercy and glorlous 
deliverance from the cares of earth and the 
pains of death to the faithful Elijah. An 
matera whirlwind roots up trees, and even 
bouses, and with sand, and everything 
loose within its range, forme moving pillars 
between the earth and the sky, while it 
leaves fearful traces of destruction behind. 

no more—the translation of Elijah was a 
public attestation of the doctrine of a 
future state. 

1265 



PERIOD VI.] 	THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH. 

"MY FATHER, nT FATHER, THE CHARIOT OF IARAEL AND THE HORSEMEN 
THEREOF 

Bv Judah's cales and olive glades, 
Where Eastern fruits entwine; 

Her boers of rose and palm-tree shades, 
Her fields of corn and wine; 

ELIJAH and ELISHA pass'd 
And well they knew, it was the last, 
The last dear hour to friendship given, 

Before the fire-car and the blast 
Should bear the prophet up to heaven. 

How fondly then ELISHA hung 
On al] bis aged master spoke; 

How dear each word, that from bis tongue, 
Like dying farewell broke ! 

Tbev went along, and o'er their head 
High in the fields of air; 

Appeared a beauteous cloud of red, 
And fast against the breeze it fled, 

It seemed a SERAPH fair; 
One of those Spirits who assume, 

The lucid flame in all its forms, 
To guard, to punish, to consume, 

To wield the lightning sword of storms. 

To earth it came 
That beauteous flame, 

The friends who dearly lov'd it parted, 
Its mante round 
The prophet wound, 

Then hack to its own heaven it darted; 
And oh! ELISHA'S wilder'd eyes, 
Followed bis master to the skies, 

As we to day 
Perceive the ray 

Of glory, when a christian dies! 
Sweet parting this—hut not for us 
To pass to those bright regions thus; 

e must go through the cold dark stream, 
But—ah !—if Faiti's celestial beam 

Shine over, all will then be bright, 
And we scarce need wish for the car of light, 

So fair will the waters seem! 
EDMESTON. 
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89. ELISHA SUCCEEDS ELIJAH. 
2 Kings ii. 13-25; iii. 4-27. 

As Elijah went up his •mantle fell from him; and Elisha 
took it up, and with it he smote the waters saying, " Where is the 
Lord God of Elijah P" The waters parted, and he went over. 
When the •sons of the prophets at Jericho saw him they said, 
"The spirit of Elijah doth rest upon Elisha;" and they •bowed 
themselves before him. They sent fifty men •to search for the 
body of Elijah : at first Elisha would notf  consent, but at length 
'he consented, and r.hey sought three days but found it not. The 
men of Jericho complained to Elisha of the badness of the 
water; Elisha then went forth unto the •spring of the waters, 
and cast in •salt, and said, "Thus saith the Lord, I have healed 
these waters; there shall not be from thence any more 'death 
or barren land." So the waters were healed, according to the 
saying of Elisha. As he went from thence to Bethel there 
came forth 'children out of the •city and mocked him, saying, 
"'Go up thon 'bald head ;" and there came two 'she-bears out of a 
wood, and 'destroyed forty-two of them. From Bethel he 
went to Carmel, and thence he returned to Samaria. 

The king of Moab -rebelled against Israel, and Joram asked 
Jehoshaphat to go with him against Moab to battle. Jeho-
shaphat •consented. The •king of Edom also joined them. 
They were in want of water for the army and for the 
cattle in the wilderness; and Jehoshaphat asked for a prophet 
of the Lord, that he might enquire of the Lord by him. One 
told them that Elisha was present; so the three kings •went 
down to him. And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, 
"What have I do with thee P get thee to the 'prophets of 
thy father and to the prophets of thy mother. As the 
Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, surely, were it 
not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat, the king of 
Judah, -I would not see thee. But now bring me a •minstrel." 
And when the minstrel played, the hand of the Lord 
came upon Elisha. And he said, "Thus saith the Lord, 
Make this valley 'full of ditches. For ye shall •i;ot see wind, 
neither shall ye see rain ; yet that valley shall be filled 
with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, 
and your beasts, and the Lord will deliver the Moabites 
also into your hand." In the morning at the time of the meat- 
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PERIOD VI.] 	THE MOABITES SMITTEN. 

offering the country was filled with water. When the 
Moabites came, the sun shone on the water, so they thought 
it wag -blood, and they said, "The kings have smitten one 
another." But when they came to the camp of Israel, the 
Israelites rose up and smote them: they also beat down the 
cities, and -miured the good land with stones, and -stopped up 
the wells, and •felled every tree. The king of Moab then 
took his -eldest son and offered him for a burnt-offering, 
and the Israelites returned to their own land. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

amatie—Less. 82, ' cast ;' the mantle 
of e deceased saint il highly valued 
among the fanatical sect of Sooffees in 
Pers,a. The older and more patched the 
mentie is, the more valuable it is con-
sidered, because denoting its longer 
use by the deeeased. 

eo,ts—Leas. 92, 'sons of the prophets.' 
bowed—acknowledging him as their 

master. 
(o seareh—they imagined that hie soul 

had been taken to glory, and that his 
body bad fallen to earth when the 
whirlwind bad spent itself. 

he eoruenled--as the only way of 
convincing them of the f0117 of their 
proposai. 

spring—near Jericho, there is e spring 
sailed Elisha's fountain; whether it is 
that which the prophet rendered sweet 
is uncertain ; its waters issue from e 
small pool in streams, fertilizing the 
neighbouring fields. 

sali--Jewish commentators say this 
was a miracle within e miracle, for sait 
makes water less potable, and ground 
more barren. 

death—unwholesome water is one of 
the causes of disease and death. The 
waters of Elisba's fountain are notonly 
pare, but agreeyble, warm, wholesome, 
and medicinal. 

children—this word also signifies 
young persons; Isaac is called a lad 
when twenty-five years old. & Solomon 
was twenty when he considered himself 
',ut e little child. 
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city—a school of the propbetsesisted 
here, rendering the idolatry and wick-
edness of the place less excusable; et 
Bethel stood one of the golden calves. 
Lesson 74. 

Go s<p---a rumour had spread that 
Elijah had been snatched ap by n 
whirlwind; the inhabitants of Bethel 
rejoiced et being rid of the chief repro-
ver of their fdolatry. The youngpeople 
ridiculed Elishe's belief in the trans-
lation of Elijah to heaven, and called 
on him with mockery to follow his 
master. 

bald head—baldness on the back of 
the head was esteemed an infirmity, 
and a subject for mockery. Personal 
defects excite expressions of mirtb and 
mockery among ignorant and unfeeling 
young persons among us, which ought 
to bereproved. 

she-bears—the ferocity of these ani-
mals is proverbial. 

destroyed—this was a fearful judg-
ment on them and their ungodly pa-
rents, for the rejection of the prophet's 
instructions. 

rebelled—he refused to pay his accus-
tomed tribute of 100,000 lambs, and 
100,000 rama with their wool. 

consented—the recent invasion 0f bis 
kingdom by the Moabites was fresh in 
Jeboshaphat's mind. Joram had previ-
ously put away the public worship of 
Bani. 

king of Edom —probably the viceroy 
appointed by the king of Judah. 



THE WATERS 
'cent dom,,--the tbree kings thus 

sbewed their re+peet to Elisûs, not 
sending for him bat going down to him. 

prophets—molber—the prophets of 
wicked Abab and JezebeL Lesson 81, 

'licol,' ''' groves. 
I would not—the general feeling of 

respect for those who sustained the 
offices of prophets and priests se-
cured for them many pnvilegen, of 
which that of speaking freely to royal 
and noble personages was one. 
rninslrel—probably a invite accustomed 

to play on the harp and psaltery—to 
soothe bis mind, which had been dis-
turbed by Joram 's visit. Lesson 47, 
'soothe: 
full of ditches—to receive e supply 

of water 
	flic 

 thnt would be sent, and also as 
an exercise of their faith in the promised 
relief. 

not see wind—it is common in eastern 
countries fora squall of wind to precede 

OF JERICHO. 	[975-606 B.C. 
rain. Less. 81, 'little cloud.' Suclt a 
wind in the desert on Ibis occasion 
woad have raised clouds of rand. and 
Proved a severe infliction on the assem-
bled armies. 

blood—the water was discoloured 
from the redness of the soil. 

marred the land—a common mode of 
annoying an enemy in the East; it also 
is considered as interdicting the enemy 
from tilting the land. 

stopped—welts--this is also s 
customary annoyance to the enemy in 
times of war between nations, or vari-
ance between tribes. 

felled every tree—the enemy in war 
destroys the corn, fells the olive-trees, 
cames off the sheep—" The land in an 
the garden of Eden before them, and 
behind them a desolate wilderness." 

eldest son—on eatraordinaryoccasions 
the heathens world sacrifice to their 
gods whatever was most dear to them. 

THE WATERS HEALED. 
' TUE SITUATION OF THIS CITY 18 PLEASANT... BUT THE WATER 18 NAUGHT, 

AND THE GROUND BARREN." 

Though Jericho pleasantly stood, 
And look'd like a promising soil, 
The harvest produc'd little food, 
To answer the husbandman's toil. 

The water some property bad, 
Which poisonous prov'd to the ground; 
The springs were corrupted and bad, 
The streams spread a barrenness round. 

But soon by the crase and the salt, 
Prepar'd by Elisha's command, 
The water was curd of its fault, 
And plenty enriched the land: 

An emblem is this of the grace 
On fruitless dead sinners bestow'd; 
For Man is in Jericho's case, 
Till cur'd by the mercy of God. 
How noble a creature he seems! 
What knowledge, invention, and skill! 
How large and extensive his schemes! 
How much eau he do if he will! 
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PERIOD VI.] 	MIRACLES OF ELISHA. 

Yet still he Is barren of good; 
In vain are bis talents and art; 
For sin bas infected bis blood, 
And poison'd the streams of his heart. 

But grace, like the sait in the crise, 
When cast in the spring of the soul, 
A wonderful change will produce, 
Diffusing new life through the whole: 

The wilderness blooms like a rose, 
The heart which was vile and abborr'd, 
Now fruitful and beautiful grows, 
The garden and joy of the Lord. 	

NEWTON. 

90. MIRACLES OF ELISHA. 
2 Kings iv. 

A poor •widow came to Elisha, and complained that her 
creditor was about to take her sons as •bondmen, because she 
could not pay her debt. She said, she had nothing in the 
house but a pot of oil. Elisha told her to borrow a large 
number of empty vessels of her friends, and to pour out the 
oil, and set the vessels aside as she filled them with the oil. So 
she borrowed the vessels, and did as she was told; and when 
the vessels were full, she said unto her son,"Bring me yet a 
vessel." And he said unto lier," There is not a vessel more." 
And the oil stayed. Then she came and told the man of God, 
and he said, '° Go, séll the oil, and pay the debt, and live thon 
and thy children of the rest." 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Skunem, where 
was a great woman: and she constrained him to eat bread. 
And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither 
to eat bread. And she said unto her husband," Behold now, 
I perceive that this is a holy man of God, which passeth by 
us •continually. Let us •make a •little chamber, I pray thee; 
and let us et for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, 
and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, 
that he shall turn in thither." Soon after this, Elisha came 
tg Shunem, and he turned into the chamber which had been 
~*wided. And he called •Gehazi and directed him te say 
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THS SHUNAMITE'S SON RESTORED, ETC. [975-606 B.O. 

unto the Shunamite, "Behold thou hast been careful for us 
with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou 
be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host 
When the woman declined, Gehazi said unto Elisha, "Verily 
she bath no child." Elisha then promised ber a son, and his 
word was fulfilled at the proper season. One day when the 
child was grown, he went out to his father to the reapers, be was 
•taken ill, and died. His mother -fetched Elisba from Mount 
Carmel, and he restored the child to life. 

Elisha came to Gilgal when there was a dearth in the land, 
and the sons of the prophets were •sitting before him; and he 
said unto his servant, set on the great pot and •seethe pottage 
for the sons of the prophets. And one went out into the field 
to gather •herbs, and found a •wild vine, ance gathered thereof 
wild gourds, his lap full, and came and •shred them into the 
pot of pottage : for they knew them not. So they poured out 
for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating 
of the pottage, that they cried out, and said," O thou, man of 
God, there is •death in the pot." And they could not eat there-
of. But he said," Theu bring -meal." And he cast it into the 
pot; and he said," Pour out for the people, that they may eat;" 
and there was no harm in the pot. He also fed a hundred 
persons with twenty leaves, which a man from Baal-shalisha 
brought to him as a present. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

widow—Josephns imagines that she 
lied been Obadiah's wife, and that the 
debts were incurred by ber husband to 
support the hundred prophets whom be 
concealed in a cave during Ahab's per-
secution. Less. 80. 

bondmen—imprisonment for debt was 
not recognized by the law of Moses ; 
but it gave a creditor power over the 
inheritance of a debtor, and over his 
personal service to the year of Jubilee; 
the creditor lied also the power of tek-
ing the children of bis debtor as bond-
servants till the claim was cancelled, 
or till the year of Jubilee. 

continually—Shnnem lay in Elisba's 
route between Bel lie!, and Carme, and  

other places, where were schools of the 
prophets which he visited. 

nwke—prepare, get ready. 
Utile chamber—it might have been 

placid against the wall, over the porch, 
or on the roof (Les. 88,' upper chamber') 
the access in any case beiug by steps 
from the outside. 

Gehazi—he was Elisha's hired ser-
vant ; not bis companion, pupil, friend, 
and chosen successor, 'as Elisba had 
been lo Elijah. 

taken ill—exposure to the son in hot 
climates is sometimes attended with 
sudden illness and death; in the East 
such complaints are said to be caused 
by a "sun-stroke." 
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PERIOD VI.] 	"18 IT WELL WITH THEE P" 

fetched—according to the custom of I ehred—cat into small places. 
the East, she rode on an au to fetch I death—poison; that which would 
the prophet, and ber servant ran behind produce death. 
or beside ber to urge the animal forward. ,w~there was no virtue in the meal 

swing before—tbese little communities to deprive the pottage of any unpleasant 
livedtogether, apart from society ; tbey I or poisonous qualities. God miracu-
ate et the same table, having for their lonely destroyed the unwholesome pro-
president the senior member, or the perties of the herbage. 
inspired teacher of the school. 

aeetbe potage—preparei boil; their 	GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
food was simple, consisting chiefy of I SHONEM—a city in the border of 
pottage of herbs, with much presents of I hancher, which Elisha frequently 
Sour, &c. as the people who respected I visited; it was about five miles from 
their office thoagbt proper to send them. I Mount Tabor. 

herbs—to give Savour to the pottage. I BAAL-SHALISHA—a town in thatpert 
wild vine—supposed to be e plant of Ephraim called the land of Shalisha. 

similar to tbe vine in its growth, which I Saul passed through the land of Shalisha 
la nt thio day used medicinally. 	I when lie was seeking his father's asses. 

f°HS IT WELL WITH THEE P" 
-AND MHE ANSWERED, IT 15 WELL." 

All yet is well, the mother said, 
Who left her only offspring dead, 
While she the holy Prophet sought, 
And deeply felt the news she brought. 

Faith in the Prophet's God most high, 
Upheld her hope, reliev'd her sigh; 
And while the tear maternal fell, 
She calmly answer'd, 'Yes, 'lis well.' 

Thus faith in God could soften grief, 
And bring the afflicted mind relief, 
Ere yet eternal life reveal'd 
Was by our rising Saviour seal'd. 

Then let his word support the soul, 
And every pain and grief control 
And faith each rising passion tell, 
That God, our God, doth all things well. 

91. NAAMAN'S LEPROSY CURED. 
2 Kings V. 

Naaman was captain of the host of the king of Syria, he 
was a mighty man in valour, and honourable, but he was a -leper. 
A little •captive Hebrew maid who waited on his wife, -tea 
unto her mistress, "O that my lord were with the prophet 
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NAAMAN'S LEPROSY CUBED. 	[975-606 B.C. 

that is in Samaria ! for he would recover him of his leprosy." 
This was told to Naaman, whereupon the king of Syria wrote 
•a letter to the king of Israel requiring that he would cure 
Naaman of his leprosy. Naaman • took with him many changes 
of raiment, and much gold and silver. The king of Israel 
•rent his clothes when he read the letter, and said, Il Am I God 
to kill and make alive ?" Elisha 'heard of it, and sent to the 
king that Naaman should 'go to him, saying, "And be shall 
know there is a prophet in Israel." Naaman came with his 
horses and chariot and stood before the door of the house of 
Elisha; and Elisha -sent a messenger to him, saying," Go and 
wash in Jordan -seven times, and thou shalt be clean." 
Naaman was •wroth, and went away, saying, "'Are not Ahana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters 
of Israel P" The servants of Naaman came to him, and said, 
"My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing 
wouldest thou not have done it P how much rathèr then when 
he saith to thee, Wash and be clean P" Then Naaman went 
and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, and hie flesh 
came again, like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was 
clean. He returned to Elisha, and said, "Behold -now I 
know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now 
therefore, I pray thee take -a blessing of thy servant." Elisha 
-refused ; then said Naaman, "Thy servant will hencèforth offer 
neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto 
the Lord. In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that 
when my master goeth into the house of •Rimmon to worship 
there, and he leaneth on my hand, and -1 bow myself in the 
house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing." 
And Elisha said unto him," 'Go in peace." So he departed 
from him a little way. When Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, 
saw Naaman depart, he followed him and said, "My master 
hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now •there be come to me 
frorn Mount Ephraim, two young men of the sons of the 
prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two 
changes of garments." And Naaman said, "Be content., take 
two talents." And he bound two talents of silver in two bage, 
with two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his 

T 	 273 



PERIOD VI.] 	GEHAZ1 S PUNISHMENT. 

before him to hie house. 
od before Elisha, he said unto 

And he said, "Thy servant 
said, " •Went not mine heart 
again from his chariot to meet 
ney, and to receive garments, 

and sheep, oxen, and mener- 
leprosy therefore of Naaman 

shall cleave unto thee, and thy seed for ever." And he went 
out from his presence a leper as white as snow. 

NOTES AND EXPLANAT1ONS. 

servants; and they bare them 
When Gehazi went in and sto 
him, " Whence comest thou P" 
went no whither.'' And Elisha 
with thee, when the man turned 
thee? -Is it a time to receive mo 
and oliveyards, and vineyards, 
vants and maidservants P •The 

Leper—Less. 45, 'leprosy;' in Syria, 
where the laws of Moses were not in 
force, leprosy did not exclude the 
afflicted party from society. 

captive- -she lad been captured in one 
of the expeditions made by the Syrians 
upon the borderoof Israel. 

said—the importance of making child-
ren acquainted with the religions ad-
vantages of their times is here shown. 
Elisha must bave been the menus of 
curing others of which she land heard. 

a letter—a note explaining to Joram 
the ohject of hie visit. 

look ,cith him—the present wa• e 
princely one; it was at the lowest esti-
mation about £5000 of our money, ht-
aides the ten changes of raiment. 

rent—Less.85, 'rent ;' Joram thought 
this was a stratagem of the Syrien 
king to provoke a quarrel; he forgot 
that there was a prophet in Israel whose 
power he had once witnessed. 

heard of it—i t was doubtless rumoured 
as likely to lend to war. 

go to him—the prophet had received 
a d vine intimation Liant be would be 
made the instrument. of Neaman's cure, 
which would be a prartieal attestation 
of the power of Israel's God. 

sent—fo skew bis contempt of the 
pageantry of bis visitor; teaching him 
that the God of Israel and hisfaithfnl 
ministers regarded nut the station of 
men if destitute of humility. 

seven—Less. 30, 'seven. 
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troch—haaman thought that the 
prophet would bave waited on him and 
effected the cure by the sanctifed touch 
of his hand. Superstitious ideas of this 
kind still prevail in the East, and even 
in our own country the touch of the 
sovereign was for e long time consider-
ed au infallible cure for ses fuis. 

Are not, 4c.—tbe mistake of Naaman 
lay in bis supposition that the water 
was designed es a means of bis care. 

Mi father—the head of an eastern 
establishment is thus recognised by ail 
the persons composing it. 

now I know—he was at once cared of 
bis leprosy and of bis want of faith in 
God ; he was now too wise to think the 
water had effected bis cure. 

e 6/essing—a present; not na a remu-
neration for the prophet's services, for 
he bad already acknowledged bis faith 
in Jehovah by whom he was healed, 
but as a token of bis esteem for and 
gratitude to the prophet. 

refused—Elisha sought not to enrich 
himself, but to promote the glory of 
God, whom he would not compromise 
in the eyes of the Syrians, among whom 
the miracle would become known. 

Rimmon—a bouse of idolatry con-
nected with sun-worship. 

I bow myself—he did not immediately 
see the inconsistency of continuing bis 
attendance when bis master went to the 
bouse of Rimmon. 

Go in peace—tbe prophet neither for-
bnde bis attendance on his master nor 



"GEHAZI REPROVED." 	[975-606 B.C. 

gave permission, he dismissed him with 
s blessing, leaving the true faith to 
operate on his mind. 

there 6e come, d(e.—a circumstantial 
story, having a semblance of truth, in 
which, however, covetousness, lying, 
and hypocrisy were manifested. 

Went not—couldst thon expect to 
deceive a prophet of the Most High? 

Is it e time—when I lead refused his 
gifts, that the benevolence and power of 
Jehovah might be exalted—was that a 
time for you to seek to obtain them? 
When war seems impending over oar 
nation, is it a time to mer the glory of 
our independence by receiving payaient 
fer what was beyond ail price ? 

The leprosy—in whatever form leprosy 
appeared it was regarded as a judgment 
from God ; even et this day, it is desig. 
nated throughout Syria, where it pre. 
vails, "the stroke" or wound of the 
Lord! The white leprosy was the mont 
inveterate. Lesson 25, 'leprosy;' 79, 
physicians. 
white as snow—be was punished with 

the worst kind of leprosy, which was, 
moreover, to be hereditary in his family. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
ABANA—one of the chief rivera of 

Damascus; it descended from Mount 
Hermon, flowed through the city, and 
divided it into two parts. 

PII 4RPAa—another river of Damascns. 

GEHAZI REPROVED. 

I9 THIS A Tl DIE TO RECEIVE MONEY, AND TORRCEIVR GARMENTS, 5e," 

Is this a time to plant and build, 
Add bouse to house, and field to field, 
When round our walls the battle lowers, 
When mines are bid beneath our towers, 
And watchful foes are stealing round 
To search and spoil the holy ground? 

Is this a time for moonlight dreams 
Of love and home by mazy streams, 
For fancy with ber shadowy toys, 
Aerial hopes and pensive joys, 
While souls are wandering far and wide, 
And curses swarm on every side? 

No rather steel thy melting heart 
To act the martyrs sternest part, 
To watch with firm unshrinking eye, 
Thy darling visions as they die, 
Till all bright hopes, and hues of day 
Have faded into twilight grey. 

Yes—let them pass without a sigh, 
And if the world seem dull and dry, 
If long and sad thy lonely hours, 
And winds have rent thy sheltering bowers, 
Bethink thee what thou art and where, 
A sinner in a life of care. 	 Ksars. 
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PERIOD VI.] MESSENGERS SENT TO TAKE ELISHA. 

92. THE MESSENGERS FROM SYRIA. 
2 Kings vi. 1-23. 

The sons of the prophets wished to -remove their dwelling 
to a larger place. Elisha went with them •to Jordan. As 
one *as felling a tree the axe head fell into the water, and he 
was grieved because it was -borrowed. Elisha cast in a stick 
there; the iron swam, and the man took it out. At this time 
the king of Syria -warred against Israel, and took counsel with 
bis servants, saying, Il In such and such a place shall be my 
camp." And •the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, 
-saying, "Beware that thou pass not suoh a place; for thither 
the Syrians are come down." And the king of Israel sent to 
the place which the man of God told him, and warned him of, 
and saved himself there, not once, nor twice. The king of 
Syria thought that one of his own people informed the king 
of Israel, and enquired who it was; and one of bis servants 
said, "None, my lord, O king: -but Elisha the prophet that 
is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thon 
speakest in thy bedchamber." And he said, "Go and spy 
where he is, that I may send and fetch him." It was told 
him, saying, "Behold, he is in I)othan." The king of Syria 
then sent horses and chariots to Dothan to take Elisha; and 
they came by night and compassed the city about. Elisha's 
servant was afraid when he saw them ; but Elisha said to him, 
Il Fear not ; for •they that be with us are more than they that 
be with them." Elisha then prayed to the Lord, and they 
were smitten with •blindness. Elisha }ed them to Samaria, 
and prayed that their sight might be restored. And the Lord 
opened their eyes and they saw; and behold they were in the 
midst of Samaria. And the king of Israel said unto Elisha 
when he saw them, "-My father, shall I smite them? shall I 
smite them." And he answered, "-Thou shalt not smite 
them; wouldest thon smite those whom thon hast taken 
•captive with thy sword and with thy bow P -Set bread and 
water before them, that they may eat and drink, and go to 
their master." And when they had eaten and drunk he sent 
them away. So the -bauds of Syria came no more unto the 
land of Israel. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [975-606 B.C. 

mas cf  tle prapbets—pupils or stu-
dents in the schools of the prophets ; 
these schools or colleges had their orc-
gin, probably with Samuel, who estab-
lished one et Naioth, near Ramait, 
over which he presided; Lesson 47, ' Naioth.' Elijah presided ever one or 
more of these estabtiahments, as did 
also bis suceeasor Elisha, in whose day 
they appear to bave been numerous, for 
we rend of them at Bethel, Jericho, 
Carmel, Gilgal, and other places. In 
these schools the pupils studied the 
divine law, referring their difficulties 
or doubts to their president, whom they 
called " father ;" they also acquired 
and greatly practised the art of music, 
vocal and instrumental. When the 
messengers sent by Saul to take David 
had arrived et Ramah they met a com-
pany of Samuel's pupils engaged in 
singing or chanting sacred composi-
tions, and se powerful was the effect 
produced upon them, that (bey, too, 
began to sing, and eventually returned 
home without neeomplishing the object 
for which they bad been sent; Saul 
then went to Ramah to take David, 
but meeting with a company of the 
same sacred choristers he too was sub-
dued, and in an ecstacy of poetic 
devotion lie grave himself rap to the 
sweet influence of music, and at length 
returned home without I)avid. 	It 
appears that the prophets in their ordi-
atary modes of propbesyiug bad their 
minds calmed, sweetesed, and elevated 
by music; Leas. 89, ' minstrel' The 
pupils in these schools eaeeated im-
portant missions for the prophets; Les. 
95, 'sent;' they were employed in coin-
municating religions instruction lo the 
people. These schools were of the utmost 
importance in lamai, for in Judah the 
people had the Levites, priests, and 
temple service, white in Israel idelatry 
prevailed. To these colleges the devout ;  
of Israel repaired nt the sppointed 
feasts and othersolemn sensons, (o prey 
before the Lord and to hear his will' 
ecpounded, for (bey were forbidden by, 
lb. faine polieyof their kings to ge up 
to Jerusalemtoworship; 2 Rings iv. 88. 
The sons of the prophets being gene-
reJly poor had to resort et times to 
manuel labour, and they depended  

chiefly upon the boonty of those to 
whom they imparted instruction for 
their daily sustenance. 

reaoee—their residence was too small 
for their increasing numbers. 

to Jordan—it is hence inferred that 
the former college was et Gilgal, dis-
tant from the Jordan about five lniles. 

borrowed—good men desire that noue 
should suffer by theirkindness to them; 
this man wan probably too pour to re-
place the borrowed aie, which made 
him the more anxious. 

tarred—Less. 91,  'la it a time.' 
Elisha mast have had apre-intimation 
of the danger impending over hie 
country. 

the mons of God—Elisha. 
6at Elisha—the prophet's fame apreed 

throughout Syria when Naaman re-
turned home cleansed of bis leprosy i 
knowing of this and bis other mirac-
uloas works, the counsellors of Ben-
baded might readil conclude that lie 
was able to diseover their king's plans 
and movemeuts to Joram, king of Israek 

tiey that be mité as—Elisha having 
prayed that God would shew bis ser-
vant the mighty defence they had from 
him, his eyes were opened, and he saw 
bornes ol fire and chariots of lire round 
about Elisha. 

Lliadronn—not absolute blindness but 
an indistinctness of vision; their facul-
ties too were beclouded so that they 
could not act with their ordinary dis-
creiion and judgment 

My father—a reverential title given 
to men eminent for piety. 

Thou shalt no!—their blood eould not 
have been +lied without cruelty. 

captive—those taken as prisoners in 
war were reduced to the condition of 
boudine,,, if not exchanged for captives 
taken by the opposing party. 

Set tread, ¢c.—the Syrians who came 
to destroy Elisha were thus treated 
bospitably, by bis desire; he thus re-
turned good for evil. 

bands—marauding scouts; Less. 91, 
'captive.' B-nbadad abandoned this 
mode of harassing the frontiers of 
Israel; but he soon after assembled e 
great army lo invade the land. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	THE SYRIAN HOST. 

"FEAR NOT; FOR THBT THAT BR WITH US ARE MORE THAN THEY THAT E6 
WITH THEM. 

When Syria's prond monarch in vain 
The armies of Israel oppos'd, 

He saw, with vexation and pain, 
His plots by Elisha disclos'd ; 

And threat'ning with insolent boast, 
The prophet in Dothau be found; 

And came in the night with a host, 
To compass the city around. 

Elisha's weak servant, afraid, 
When morning display'd them to view, 

Exclaim'd at their numbers dismay'd, 
"My master, ah, what shall we do?" 

"0 be not thus vainly distrest !" 
The prophet of Israel replied; 

"For now, to await my behest, 
" Are myriads arrang'd on my side." 

And he pray'd that the Author of light, 
In mercy would open his eyes, 

And give birr a ravisbing sight 
Of all the celestial allies; 

Then wrapt in the visions of God, 
His servants obtain'd the desire; 

And lo ! on the mountain abroad, 
Were horses and chariots of fire. 

And now, as the Syrians came nigh, 
Their bated opposer to find, 

Commission'd with strength from on higb, 
He struck the whole multitude blind; 

Thus wand'ring in utter distress, 
Surrounded with darkness and woe, 

Their terrors what words can express, 
When found in the camp of a foe? 

E'en so will the Lord interfere 
For those who delight in his name 

For God is continually near,— 
Omnipotence ever the same! 

And blest by bis presence divine, 
Our foes we shall boldly withstand; 

Nor Beed though the universe join, 
If righteousness dwells in the land. 
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93. JEHORAM'S WICKED REIGN. 
`Z Chron. xxi. 1-17. 

After Jehoshaphat's death, his son Jehoram reigned in 
Judah. Now Jehoshaphat had given all his sons great gifts of 
silver, and of gold, and of precious things, with •fenced cities in 
Judah; but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram, because be was 
the first-born. And when Jehoram was risen up to the-king-
dom of his father, he strengthened himself, and •slew all his 
brethren with the sword, and divers also of the princes of 
Israel. And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, •like 
as did the bouse of Ahab; for he had the daughter of Ahab 
to wife: and he wrought that which was evil in the eyes of 
the Lord. Howbeit the Lord would not destroy the bouse of 
David, because of the •covenant that he had made with David, 
and as he promised to give •a light to him and to his sons for 
ever. Jehoram made high places in the mountains of Judah, 
and -compelled the inhabitants of Jerusalem and of Judah to 
commit idolatry. And there came •a writing to him from Elijah 
the prophet, saying, "Thus saith the Lord Gôd of David thy 
father, Because thon hast not walked in the ways ofJehôsha-
phat thy father, nor in the ways of Asa, king of Judah, but hast 
walked in the ways of the king of Israel, and hast made Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to follow the idolatries of Ahab, 
and also bath slain thy brethren of thy father's house, which 
were •better than thyself; behold with a great plague will the 
Lord smite thy people and thy children, and thy wives, and 
all thy goods: and thon shalt have great sickness by disease 
of thy bowels; until thy bowels fall out by reason of the 
sickness day by day." In his days Edom -revolted from Judah, 
and made themselves a king. Libnah -also revolted because 
Jehoram had forsaken the God of his fathers. The •Philis- 
tines, -Arabians, and 'Ethiopians also came against Judah, and 
carried away the king's -treasures. his •wives, and his •5()n5, 
except •Jehoahaz the youngest. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

fenced cities—he made them govern• arrangement prevails at thé present day 
ors of provinces or viceroys ; that the in cevernl eastern countries; a son or 
government might vest as fer as possible grandaon of a mighty monarch being 
in the reigning family, and thus keep the nominal ruler of a province, wbo is 
in control the influence of the many generally assisted by aa experienced 
powerful families ni Judah. A similar minister of state. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	NOTES, EXPLANATIONS, &C. 

steno—he "strengthened himself„ 
that he might actwithoutdanger: then 
he slew lus brethren {lest they should 
eontert the throne with him. Jehoabe-
phat bad before established Jehoram's 
claim to the tbroue by associating him 
with himself in the government. 

Gke—the homme of Ahab—The coose-
ynence of Jebosbaphat's alliance with 
the impious Ahab and wicked Jezebel 
were just what might have been antici-
pated; their daughter, Athaliah the 
wife of Jehoram became renowned like 
ber mother for wickedness. 

covenant—Lesson 57, 'for ever.' 
a light—en amount of dominion suffi. 

cieni to keep up the royal line of David. 
conspetied—he exceeded Jeroboam in 

his idolatrous practices; it does not 
appear that Jeroboam used compulsion 
te accore the Feneral adoption of forms 
of worship wbtch he established. 

a writing—Elijah's translation lied 
occurred seven years before this; it la 
therefore evident that this writing was 
the result of e divine communication 
made to bim respecting Jehoram's 
future wickedness, and miserable death. 
It had been committed to the care of 
one of the sens of flic propbets to be 
forwarded to the depraved prince when 
the more hideona traits of bis character 
became developed. No one knew 
better then Elijah the tendency of the 
instruction and training which Jehoram 
bad received under the care of bis 
mother-in-law Jezehel, and the cor-
rupting influence of Athaliah. 

better—the partiality of Jehoshaphat  

to the son-in-law of Abab, was highly 
culpable; possessing, as he did, the 
privilege ;of appointing his successor 
Leas. 64, ' anomt') be was booed to 

select the one whose moral character 
gave the best evidence of bis fitness to 
govern the people with equity, and 
suatein the worship of God in integrity 
and purity. 

revoked—this was predicted by Isaac 
Gen. xxvii. 40; Leas. 12. Edom haï 
been tributary to Judah since the time 
of David, a period of 150 years. Leu. 
57, 'conquered.' 

also—the inhabitants of Libnab being 
ohiefly levitea, refused to submit te the 
idolatrous dictation of Jehoram; they 
were instructed in the law of the Lord, 
they loved the ordinances of bis bouse, 
and tbey felt that Jehoram's establish-
ment of idolatry invalidated his claim 
upon their allegiance; hence they 
spurned his authority and refused te 
acknowledge his rale. 

Philistines—Less. 35, 'Philistines.' 
Arabian—Lesson 5. 'Arable;' 77, 

' Zerah.' 
Ethiopians—Less. 25, 'Ethiopia.' 
treasures—Less. 75, 'look away.' 
avives, sons—Less. 83, 'wives,''child-

ren.' 
Jehoakas—' possession of Jehovalt: 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
LIBNAH—a Levitical city of Jadsh 

about twelve miles south-west of Jers-
salem; its inhabitants revolted from 
Jehoram when he bad forsaken the Gad 
of his fat~iers. 

THE LAND OF THE BIBLE. 

The winter is over and past, 
The singing of birds is at hand, 

The hedges are blossoming faut, 
And the euckuo is heard in the land; 

The meadows are covered with flowers, 
Reviving and sweet is the air, 

And dear is this country of ours, 
O England, ao green and so fair ! 
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SIEGE OF SAMARIA—FAMINE. [975-606 B.C. 

My bosom—with gladness is gay, 
How kind is my Maker to me! 

My love and my life should I pay, 
Yet poor such a present would be; 

I might, O I might have been bien 
Where Him I should never have known, 

A heathen, untaught and forlorn, 
And worshipping idols of stone! 

Though there in abundance were spread 
Flowers glorious as eyes could behold, 

The palm waving over my head, 
The river sands shining with gold; 

Yet what were its beauty to me, 
If left a poor heathen to pine! 

O England! my home is in thee; 
The land of the Bible is mine! 

94. SIEGE OF SAMARIA. 
2 Kings vi. 24, vii; viii. 7-15 & 2 Chron xxi. 18-xxii. 6. 
•Benbadad and all his host went up and •besieged Samarie, 

and there was a great •famine. The most •loathsome food was 
eaten, and •women killed and ate their children. The king 
wore sackcloth next his skin for grief. He wickedly •resolved 
to kil Elisha, and immediately sent an executioner, while he 
•followed after. Before the messenger of death arrived at 
Elisha's residence, Elisha said to the •elders, "See ye how 
this •son of a murderer hath sent to take away mine head P 
Look, when the messenger cometh, •shut the door, and hold 
him fast at the door: is not the •sound of his master's feet 
behind him P" When the king came up Elisha announced 
that the next day provisions should be abundant and •cheap in 
Samaria. A lord on whom the king leaned expressed his 
•disbelief of it. Elisha said to him, "Behold thou shalt see 
it. ..but •shalt not eat thereof." •Four lepers who sat •at the gate 
of the city, pressed with hunger, •went to the Syrian camp; 
but when they came they found no man there. The Lord 
had made the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and horses, 
and they fled in the twilight, •leaving their tente, horses, and 
asses. The lepers first hid some of the spoil for themselves, 
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PERIOD VI.] 	HAZAEL MURDERS BENHADÀD. 

and then went, and -told in the city that the Syrians had fled. 
The people went to the camp and carried away the spoil of the 
Syrians to Samaria; and the prophecy of Elisha was fulfilled, 
for there was abundance of food. The lord who had dis-
believed the prophecy, was appointed to have •charge of the 
gate of the city, where he was •trodden to death by the people. 
Thus he saw the abundance but did not eat thereof, as Elisha 
had foretold. 

According to the.prediction of Elijah, Jehoram was smitten 
with an -incurable disease in his bowels. He died of this 
disease after having reigned eight years. His son •Ahaziah 
succeeded him. Elisha visited Damascus when Benhadad, 
the king of Syria was sick. Benhadad sent -Hazael with •forty 
camels' burden, of every good thing in Damascus, as a present 
to Elisha; and he was to inquire of him, if he should recover of 
his disease. Elisha told Hazael to say," Thou •mayest certainly 
recover, howbeit the Lord bath shewed me that he shall 
surely die." Then the man of God -wept. And Hazael said, 
"Why weepest my lord." And he answered, " Because I know 
the evil that thon wilt do unto the children of Israel : their 
strongholds wilt thon set on fire, and their young men wilt 
thou slay with the sword." And Hazael said, "But what! •is 
thy servant a dog, that he shall do this great thing ?" And 
Elisha answered, 1,  The Lord hath shewed me that •thou shalt 
be king over Syria." When Hazael came to his master he 
said that Elisha had told him that he should surely recover. 
On the morrow, Hazael took a thick cloth, and dipped it in 
water, and •spread it on Benhadad's face, so that he died: and 
Hazael reigned in his stead. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Benhadad—this name became common were exhausted, which might bave been 

to the kings of Syria, as Pharaoh was from tbe recent deartb; this attack of 
to the Egyptian kings. 	 the Syrians was evidently ane:peeted 

besieged--an ungrateful return for the by Israel. 
forbearance and kindness so recently ioallsome—the flesh of asses was 
shown to some of that nation. From the eagerly purchased ata high price i meat 
observation made by Elisba to Gehazi which was unclean according to the 
(Less. 91, 'la if a time') it would seem law, was allowed ta be eaten in times of 
that he had received n divine intimation famine. Other kinds of refuse were 
of this approaching calamity. 	also purchased for food. 

fasnne—it appears that their stores women killed--to what e horrible 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 	[975-606 B.C. 

extremity were they reduced by war; 
the dearest feelings of affection were 
sacrificed to sustain life. This shocking 
deed was perpetrated in Jerusalem 
when that city was besieged by Nebu-
chadnezzar, and again during its siege 
by the Romans under Titus. Moses fore. 
told its occurrence. Dent. xxviii.58-57. 

resolved to kill—from feelings similar 
to those which led Ahab to seek Elijah's 
death; Lesson 80, 'slay him;' 81, 
' troubleth.' 

followed—it is generally supposed 
that Joram having sent off bis execu-
tioner in e moment of nager, immedi-
ately followed to prevent him fulfilling 
the command he had given him. 

elders—the senior members of the 
school of the prophets by whom he was 
surrounded. 

mn of a murderer—he was a son of 
Ahab. 

shut the door—the time occupied by 
the executioner in trying to open the 
door would be sufficient for the arrival of 
Joram who would then revoke his 
order. 

sound of—the prophetical foresight 
of Elisha not only saw the executioner 
coming, but the king following to stay 
the blow. 

chai p—a peck of fine four for a 
shekel—about two shillings and four 
pence—and two pecks of barley for e 
similar sum. 

disbelief—he said, "Behold if the 
Lord would make windows in heaven 
might this thing be." 

#halt not eat—the unbelieving, and 
probably idolatrous lord, scoffed et the 
promise given by Elisha, who was 
known fo be a prophet of Jehovah, and 
who now spake in the name of the 
Lord ; the necessity of making of him a 
public example of the wickedness of 
rejecting the Lord's message is evident. 

four lepers—Jewish commentators 
say they were Gehazi & bis three sons. 

ai the gaie—leprous persona being 
excluded from the city. Less. 25, and 
91, 'leprosy.' 

west—the Syrians did not exclude 
from their camp persons afflicted with 
leprosy. Less. 9l, 'leper.' 

teasing—so sudden and terrible was 
the panic which fell upon them that 
they would not stay to unloose the 
halters of their bornes and asses which 
formed the outer circle of their camp. 
Lesson 51, 'camp.' 

told in the cily—they made known 
their discovery to the porter of the city 
gate; the king at first believed it was e 
stratagem to withdraw the hungry 
inhabitants from the protection of the 
city; but the news was soon confirmed 
by parties sent to the Syrian camp. 

charge—to regulate the access of the 
people, lest the 'gateway should be 
choked & personal injury result to many. 

trodden—the stream of human beings 
rushed through with such ravenous haste 
that the unfortunate lord yielded to the 
pressure and was trampled to death. 

incurable disease—Les. 93, 'e writing.' 
Ahaziah—' the Lora sustains,' called 

also Azariah; lie began to reign in 
Jerusalem in the twenty-second year of 
his age. 

Bazael—' vision of God ;' be was 
probably the highest officer in Ben-
hadad's court. 

forty carnets' bardes—an immense 
present, showing the anxiety of the king 
tô know bis destiny. 

mayest certainly—the diseuse is not 
morfal, nevertheless he shall die. 

wept—in the presence of Hazael be 
propbetically contemplated the eatrem-
ities to which Hazael would reduce 
them; Lesson 97, 'afflict.' 

is thy servant, 4c.—a figurative 
expression, meaning "Am I really so 
deserving of contempt?" Lesson 76, 
' dogs: 

thou shalt be, kc.—thus was he 
appointed king of Syria, in fulfilment of 
the instructions given to Elijah; Less. 
82. ' anoint;' to be a %courge to the 
Israelites for their idolatries. 

spread—he suffocated his sick and 
helpless master. What may be expecled 
from the reign of Hazael thus com- 
meneed? One dey lie shudders at the 
idea of eommiffing abominable cruel- 
tics; the neat he begins bis esecrable 
careerby murdering bis king & master. 
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PERIOD VI.] JEHU IS ANOINTED AT RAMOTH-GILEAD. 

THANKSGIVING FOR PLENTY AFTER FAMINE. 
«AND THESE WAS A GREAT FAMINE IN BABA&IA. 

Great God! when famine threaten'd late 
To scourge our guilty land, 

O did we learn from that dark fate 
To dread thy mighty hand? 

Did then our sins to memory rise? 
Or own'd we God was just ? 

Or rais'd we peuitential cries? 
Or bow'd we in the dust? 

Did we forsake our evil path? 
Was any sin abhorr'd ? 

Or did we deprecate iby wrath, 
And turn us to the Lord? 

'Tis true, we fail'd not to repine, 
But did we too repent! 

Or owu the chastisement divine, 
In awful judgment sent? 

But God who in bis strict decrees, 
Remembers mercy still, 

Can, in a moment if he please, 
Our hearts with comfort fill. 

He when he brings his children low, 
Has blessings still in store; 

And when he strikes the heaviest blow, 
He loves us but the more. 

And while his gracious name we praise 
For bread so kindly given; 

Let us beseech him all our days, 
To give the bread of heaven. 

H. MO E. 

95. JEHU ANOINTED KING. 
2 Kings ix. X. 

Elisha sent •one of the sons of the prophets to Ramoth-gilead 
to •anoint Jehu, the son of Nimshi, to be king. When he came 
all the captains of the host were sitting together, and he said to 
Jehu," I have an errand to thee, O captain." AndJehu arose, 
and went into the 'bouse; and he poured the oil on his head, 
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JORAM SLAIN. AHAZIAH SMITTEN. [975-606 B.C. 

and said unto him, "Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I 
have anointed thee king over the people of the Lord, even 
over Israel. And •thou shalt smite the house of Ahab, thy 
master, that I may •avenge the •blood of my servants, the 
prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the 
hand of Jezebel. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish; 
and I will make the house of Ahab •like the house of Jero-
boam, the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha, the 
son of Ahijah. And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion 
of Jezreel, and there shall be none to •bury her." Then the 
young man opened the door, and fled. When Jehu returned 
to the captain he •told them what the young man had said; 
then they took every man his garment, and put it under him 
on the •top of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, 
"Jehu is king." Jehu immediately drove to Jezreel; and 
Joram sent •messengers to meet Jehu, but Jehu did not allow 
them to return. •Joram and Ahaziah went forth, each in his 
chariot, to meet Jehu, and they met him in the portion of 
Naboth, the Jezreelite. Then Joram said, "15 it peace, 
Jehu P" Jehu answered by reminding him of the wickedness 
of his mother Jezebel; whereupon Joram turned to flee, say-
ing, "There is treachery, O Ahaziah." Then Jehu drew a 
bow, and smote Joram between his arms; the arrow went out 
at his heart, and Joram sunk down in bis chariot. Then said 
Jehu to Bidkar his captain, "Take and cast bim in the portion 
of the field of Naboth, the Jezreelite; for remember how the 
Lord said, "Surely I have seen the blood of •Naboth, and the 
blood of his song, and I will requite thee in this •plat, saith the 
Lord." As Ahaziah fled, Jehu followed, saying, " •Smite him 
also in the chariot." And they did so: and he fled to 
Megiddo and died there. When Jehu came to Jezree], 
Jezebel beard of it; and she painted her face and •tired ber 
bead, and looked out at a window, and said to Jehu, "Had 
Zimri peace who slew his master P" Jehu looked up to her, 
and told her servants to throw ber down. She was thrown 
down and trodden under foot. After Jehu had eaten and drank, 
he sent people to bury ber; but they found only her skull, and 
Feet and the palms of her hands, for the •dogs bad eaten her 
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PERIOD VI.] 	JEHII MEETS JEHONADAB. 

flesh. Wherefore they came and told him; and he said, 
"This is the word of the Lord, which he spake by his servant 
Elijah, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh 
of Jezebel. Soon after, Jehu caused the rulers of the city to 
slay Ahab's -seventy sons. On his way to Samaria he met the 
•brethren of Ahaziah, and ordered them to be slain. 

Jehu afterwards met Jehonadab, the son of Rechab, 
and he •took him up into his chariot, saying, "Corne with 
me, and see my •zeal for the Lord." When he came to Samaria 
he -slew all that remained of the house of Abab. He then 
proclaimed a •solemn assembly to Baal, and he put -vestments 
on the worshippers of Baal; and when he offered the burnt-
offering, he sent in the guard and captains to slay them all. 
They brought forth the images and brake down the house of 
Baal. Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
one—those of the sons of the prophets toil them—the ceremony was per 

who gave promise of future distinction formed in private, as was Sauts and 
in the Lords service were employed by David's anointing by Samuel. Leu. 
Ihe presiding prophets in executing 44, & 45, ' anninted.' Jebu's statement 
important commissions. Leu. 92, `sons to the captains was readily believed, 
of the propbeta.' 	 for they knew the messenger. 

aeoint—Elijah received instructions put under him—an ancient practice of 
nt Horeb to perform this net; Lees 82, testifying allegiance ; it was not cou. 
' Jehn; perhaps the reprieve granted fined to eastern countries; rich cloths 
to Abab caused its postponement; and car etingearerommunlylaiddown 
Less. 85, 'I will flot; the obligation for the fleet of royalty; but on occasions 
was transferred to Elisha; Leu. 82, like the present, the outer garments 
' anoint,' 'Elisha.' 	 of those in attendance were made to 

house—it would appear that Joram's answer the purpose. 
army bed taken Ramoth-gilead, and top of the stairs—they were assembled 
were in possession of it, for the captnins on the roof of the bouse, probably the 
were not encamped, but lodging in e state room over the city gate; Lesies 
bouse. 	 61, 'chamber.' Jehu would here stand 

purred—Less. 44, 'poured! 	in view of the townspeople sud the 
thou shalt smile—Less. 97,' Because: military garrison. 
avenge—the abedding of the blood of me gMt—Joram saw at a distance the Lord's saints and prophets is a e large body of soldiers, and feeling 

crime of such magnitude that a certain apprehensive flint flic Syrians bad again 
retribution quickly succeeds. Ps. aciv. obtained possession of Ramotb-gilead, 
1.7, 28. 	 he sent forward some attendants to 

inquire and returnwith an answer. 
t  blood of—Leas. 80, 'seek him;' 88, Joram and Ahatiah—the latter engsÇ- abc would ;' 85, 

1 
 Naboth, &c. 	cd in the war against Hazeel es Joresss 

like thehouee--Less. 76, 'amote all;' ally, as Jehoshaphat bed done when 
78,' like the bouse.' 	 Ahab sought to recover the same city 

bury—Leas. 54, 'buried.' 	 from Benbedad. Lesson 8& 
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"INCONSTANC4 
Naboth and his sons—Les. 85, `stoned.' 
p(ai—plantation. 
Smile him also—Ahnziah was nephew 

to Joram and grandson of Ahab. Les. 
79, `afnity;' 'Atbaliab 87, `wrath;' 
98, 'slew.' 

painted—tinted ber eyebrows; the 
practice of darkening the eyebrows is 
universal among enstern women. 

tired—put on ber head.dress, &c. 
Had Zimri—an intimation that Zimri's 

punishment should befal him also. Les. 
70, 'Zimri' 

dogs had eaten—the fearful prediction 
of Elijah was thus fulfilled; Lesson 85, 
'should eat ;' compare Les. 76, 'dogs.' 

seneutysnns—they were b.ing brought 
ap in the families of lite great men of 
the city; ibis was, and ta, customary 
in the Eart. The polygamy of the 
times accounts for tine large numberof 
Ahab's sous or rather grandsons. 

brethren—see' amite him aiso,' above. 
Beirag related to Ahab's house through 
Athaliah, Jehu considered bis commis-
sion extended also to them. 

LAMENTED." 	[975-606 B.C. 
Jehonadab—a descendant of Rechab, 

a Kenite; he was a man ofexemplary 
piety, sbsteminusnes, and self-denial. 
In order to preserve his race lislinct 
and ind-•pendent, lie established a rule 
that bis desreadauts should not possess 
lands or bouses, nor drink wine nor 
strong drink. 

took him up—probably to allay any 
fears that the quiet and devout portion 
ot the inhabitants might feel as to the 
ulterior designs of Jebu. 

xeai for the Lord—in opposition to 
Baal and Ashtaroth; the wor+hip of 
the golden calves was not considered 
idolatrous by the mistaken Israelites; 
hence we find that. though Jehu destroy-
cd the wor.hip of Baal ont of Israel, 
he maintained theworsbipot thecalves. 

slew alt—Less. 85, `whole family.' 
solemn assembly—be prsntised dis- 

+imuh,tion to accomplish the overthrow 
of Banl'+ worship. 

eeslmenls—to distinguish them from 
the worshippers of the Lord—or of the 
calves. 

INCONSTANCY LAMENTED. 

The wandering star, and fleeting wind, 
Are emblems of the fickle mid; 
The morning cloud and early dew 
Bring our inconstancy to view. 

But cloud and wind, and dew and star, 
Only a faint resemblance bear ; 
Nor can there aught in nature be 
So changeable and frail as we. 

Our outward walk and inward frame, 
Are scarcely through an hour the sanie; 
We vow, and straight our vows forget, 
And then th*e very vows repeat. 

We sin forsake, to sin return; 
Are bot, then cold, now freeze, now burn; 
Now sink to hell, in dark despair. 
Then soar to heaven, and triumph there. 

With flowing tears, Lord, we confeus 
Our folly and unsteadfastness; 
When shall these licarts more stable be, 
Fix'd by thy grace alone on Thee 1 BEDDOM■ 
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PEBIOD VI.J IDOLATBY PUT DOWN IN JUDAH. 

96. ATHALIAH'S REIGN. JOASH PROCLAIMED. 
2 Chron. xxii. 10, xxiii. 2 Kings xi. xii. 4-16. 

When Ahaziah, king of Judah, was dead, bis mother, 
Athaliah, -destroyed all the -seed-royal of Judah, except -Joash, 
the infant-son of Ahaziah, who was saved by bis aunt, 
Jehoshabeath, the wife of -Jehoiada, the priest. She stole him 
from among the king's sons that were slain, and put him and 
bis nurse in a bed chamber, and she hid him in the -house of 
God six years, while Athaliah -reigned over the land. In the 
seventh year of Athaliah's reign Jehoiada resolved to proclaim 
Joash king. He -strengthened himself, and appointed captains 
who went about in Judah, and gathered the -Levites ont of all 
the cities of Judah, and the chief of the fathers of Israel, and 
they came to Jerusalem. And all the congregation made a 
-covenant with the king in the house of God. And Jehoiada 
said unto them, "Behold the king's son shall reign as the Lord 
hath said of the sons of David." He told the captains and 
the Levites how to guard the king: and then he and his sons 
-brought out the king's son, and put upon him the -crown, and 
gave him the -testimony, and made him king. And Jehoiada 
and bis sons -anointed him, and said, "God save the king." 
Athaliah hearing the noise, came into the bouse of the Lord, 
and when she saw that all the people of the land rejoiced, she 
rent her clothes, and said, "Treason." Jehoiada would not 
have ber -slain in the house of the Lord, but she was slain at 
the entering of the horse-gate, by the king's house. Jehoiada 
governed the kingdom for Joash while the king was young, 
during which time the kingdom prospered. The people cove-
nanted to serve God. They •brake down the bouse of Baal, 
and •slew Mattan, the priest of Baal. And the king sent for 
Jehoiada and the other priests, and required of them that the 
temple should be repaired; for the sons of Athaliah bad 
broken up the house of God, and they had bestowed the dedi-
cated things on Baalim; and Jehoiada the priest took a chest, 
and bored a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the altar, 
on the right side as one cometh into the house of the Lord: 
and the priests that kept the door put therein all the monec 
that was brought into the house of the Lord. So the work- 
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JEHOIADA'S REFORM$. 	[975-606 H.C. 

men wrought, and the work was perfected by them, and they 
set the house of God in its state, and strengthened it. And 
when they had finished it, they brought the rest of the money 
before -the king and Jehoiada, whereof were made vessels of 
silver and of gold for the house of the Lord. And they 
offered burnt-offerings in the house of the Lord continually 
•all the days of Jehoiada. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

destroyed—she was aware of (be awful 
denanciations of God against the bouse 
of Abab; and wbeu she heard of their 
fulfilment she determined to extirpate 
the family of Jehoahaphat in ber rage 
against the God of the Jews. 

seed-royal —the brethren of Jehoram 
were destroyed by bis order; Less. 93, 
'slew;' Jehoram's sons were slain by 
the Philistines and Arabians; Less. 93, 
'Arabian; their children were put to 
death by John; Leas. 95, 'brethren;' 
and now Athaliah destroys her own 
grand-children; compare Leas. 58, 
sword; and 81, `wrath. Athaliah 

thought ail David's line was now 
extinct, but God bad reserved one infant 
child to preserve the honour of that 
illustrions servant of God. Less.93, 
light.' 
Joash—' Jehovah-given: 
Jehoiada—' the Lord knows.' 
house of God—probably in one of the 

chambers occupied by the high priest. 
Luis. 68, 'Temple.' 

reigned—during that period she used 
all ber power and influence to establish 
idolatry- 

atreagtiened—gathered around him 
men of influence and authority who 
desired to see Atbaliab's reign brought 
to an end ; they were not t.hos guilty of 
rebellion, for Athaliab had no claim to 
the throne, Joa!h was the rightful heir. 

Levites—thnagb in seasons of general 
corruption, many of them fell into sin, 
yes they were, as a tribe, ever distin-
guished for their forward anal in flic 
Lord's cause; Less. i0, `reached;' l,i, 
• resorted,' 'strengthened:  

covenant—Less. 56, 'king.' 
brought out—a platform had been 

erected, and on it was placed a low 
pillar, against which the young king 
stood in night of the people. 

crown—this is the first intimation we 
bave of a coronation. 

testimony—some think this means the 
sceptre or other emblem of royalty, 
others believe it was a copy of the Law. 
Less. 30, 'meditate,' &c. 
anoinled—Les. 44, 'poured,' ' anointed: 

God save, «c.—the commun about of 
loyal respect and affection used in ail 
countries and ages. Leas. 44, 'God 
save, &c: The solemn ceremonies of 
the coronation being over, the people 
hailed their king with acclamations, 
and prayed for bis prosperity. 

zlain—she was the only remaining 
member of the doomed house of Abab. 

brake down—Less. 33, & 31, 'throw 
down: 

slew Matlan—Leas. 81, 'slew: 
the king and Jehoiade—the good priest 

virtually reigned; for with the watchful 
care of a parent, and the zeal of a priest 
of the Lord, he counselled the young 
prince in ail maltera concerning bis 
duty. His intimate acquaintance with 
the books of Moses rendered him an 
invaluable guide fo the king and pro-
tector of the national worship and 
honour. 

ail the days—his active and zealous 
rare for the maintenance of true reli-
gion relaxed not even when he became 
old. 
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PERIOD VI.J 	OF JEHU'S POSTERITY. 

HYMN OF THE PERSECUTED. 

Hear, Father, hear thy faint afflicted flock 
Cry to tbee from the desert and the rock ; 
While those who seek to slay thy children hold 
Blasphemous worship under roofs of gold ; 
And the broad goodly lands, with pleasant airs, 
That nurse the grape and wave the grain are theirs. 

Yet hetter were this mountain wilderness, 
And this wild life of suffering and distress-
Watchings by night, and dangerous flight by day, 
And meetings in the depths of earth to pray: 
Better, far better, than to kneel with them, 
And pay the impious rite thy laws condemn. 

Soon, mighty God! soon shall thy frown look forth 
Unveil'd, and terribly shall shake the earth. 
Then the foui power of Antichrist and all 
His long upheld idolatries shall fall; 
Thou shalt raise up the trampled and oppreat, 
And thy deliver'd saints shall dwell in rest. 

BRYANT. 

97. REIGNS OF JEHU, JEHOAHAZ, & JEHOASH. 
2 Kings x. 29-36, xiii. 

After Jehu had destroyed Baal out of Israel, the Lord said 
unto him, "Because thou hast done well in executing mf 
judgments on the house of Ahab according to all that was in 
mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation •shall sit on 
the throne of Israel." But Jehu took no heed to walk in the 
law of the Lord God of Israel with all his heart : for he 
departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, by causing the people 
to worship the golden calves at Bethel and at Dan. Jehu died 
after a reign of twenty-eight years, and was buried in Samares. 

His son •Jehoahaz reigned after him, during whose reign God 
suffered Hazael, king of Syria, to •afflict Israel very greatly. 
So grievous was the oppression that there were left to Jeho-
ahaz but fifty horsemen, and ten chariots and ten thousand 
footmen; for the king of Syria had destroyed them. And 
Jehoahaz •besought the Lord, and the Lord hearkened no 
him: for he saw the oppression of Israel, because the king cil 
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THE OPPRESSORS OF SYRIA. 	[975-606 B.C. 

Syria oppressed them. And the Lord •delivered Israel from 
under the band of the Syrians: and the children of Israel 
dwelt in their •tents, as beforetime. But the kingdom was 
much weakened by the oppressions of Hazael, who had taken 
many of the cities round the bordors of Israel. Nevertheless 
the people departed not from the sins of the bouse of Jeroboam, 
but walked therein; and there remained also the -grove in 
Samaria. 

Jehoahaz died in the thirty-seventh year of the reign of Joash 
king of Judah, and was succeeded by his son •Jehoash. When 
Elisha was on his death-bed, Jehoash, the king oflsrael, visited 
him, and -wept over him. And Elisha said unto him, "Take 
bow and arrows." And •he took unto him bow and arrows. 
And he said to the king of Israel, "Put thine hand upon the 
bow." And •he put bis hand upon it: and -Elisha put his hands 
upon the king's hands. And he said, °' Open the window •east-
ward." And he opened it. Then Elisha said, "Shoot." 
And •he shot. And he said, "The arrow of the Lord's deliver-
ance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria; for thou shalt 
•smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them." 
And he said, "Take the arrows." And he took them. And he 
said unto the king of Israel, " Smite upon the ground." And 
he smote thrice, and stayed. And the man of God was wroth 
with him, and said, "Thou shouldest have smitten five or six 
times : then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed 
it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice." 

Elisha •died, and they buried him. Now at the coming in 
of the year the Moabites invaded the land: and as the Israel-
ites were burying a man they spied a band of the Moabites 
coming, and they cast the dead man into the •sepulchre of 
Elisha; and when he was -let down and touched •the bones of 
Elisha he •revived. 

Flazael, the king of Syria, oppressed Israel all the days of 
Jehoahaz. Then the Lord was gracious to Israel, and bad 
compassion on them because of his •covenant with Abraham, 
Iga,c, and Jacob, and he •would not destroy them. Benhadad 
succeeded Hazael, and Jehoash took from Benhadad the cities 
which Hazael had taken from Jehoahaz. Three times did 
Jehoaàb beat him, and the prophecy of Elisha was fulfilled. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	"DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS." 

shall sit—tbongh Jebu followed the 
sin of Jeroboam, yet God gave bim this 
reward for bis service against Abab and 
Baal. 

Jehoahas—' possession of Jehovah: 
gelici—oppress; Lesson 94, 'wept.' 
besoughf—he was brought low by bis 

aggravated wickedness; in his distress 
however, he turns to God whose wrath 
he bad provoked, and whose merrybe 
bnd slighted, and God graciously an-
swers his prayer. 

delivered—by the instrumentality of 
Jehoasb, the king's son. 
lent s— I here slender and easily removed 

dwellings had not yet been completely 
supplanted by, more enduring residences. 
There was n return of that conscious 
feeling of security which stimulated the 
agricultural portion of the eommanity 
to resume their labours with earnestness. 

grove—Lesson 75,' groves: 
Jehoash—' fire of Jehovah.' 
wept—the natives of the East do not 

deem it effeminate for a man to express 
bis grief by tears; Lesa. 94,' wept' 

he look—preparation for war was 
symbolized by this act. 

he pus—shewiog that an active 
eampaigu would soon commence. 

Elisha put—indicating the Lord's 
favonr towards Israel by sanctioning 
their cause. 

easlward—the cardinal position is  

put for the north-eaat,in which direc-
tion Syria lay. 

he shol—a battle should be gained. 
imite—the Greeks and Romans affirmed 

their declarations of war by throwing a 
javelin, or shooting an arrow, after 
their herald had proclaimed the causes 
of the quarrel. 

died having served bis day and 
generation about seventy years after 
the translation of F lijah. 

sepulchre—probably a cave, having a 
large stone et ifs mouth; this stone 
could be easily removed and the body 
speedily deposited. 

let doscn—eof ins were not mach sed 
in Israel, nor are they general in the 
East et the present day; the body is 
tightly swathed, and the head in enve-
loped in a napkin; itis then plaeed on 
a bier to be borne to the grave, whitber 
it is eonveyed a few hours after death. 

the bones—when the men had letdown 
the body into Elisha's grave there was 
nothing except the swathing bands, to 
prevent the two bodies from coming 
into close contact. 

revived--a moat remarkable miracle 
in attestation of Elisha's mission. In 
addition to the translation of Elijahthis 
miracle vins calculated to cenfirm the 
truths taught by these two eminent 
servants of God. 

coaenanl—Less. 6, 'o great nation, 
'in thee ;' this land;' 8, 'covenant.' 

would not—Dent. xxxii. 26,27. 

DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 

Who shall weep when the righteous die? 
Who shall mourn when the good depart ? 

When the soul of the godly away shall fly, 
Who shall lay the loss to heart? 

He has gone into peace; he baa laid him down 
To sleep till the dawn of a brighter day; 

And lie shall wake on that holy morn 
When sorrowing and sighing shall flee away. 

But ye, who worship in sin and shame 
Your idol goda whate'er they be— 

Who scoff in your pride at your htaker's name, 
By the pebbly stream and the shady tree. 
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JEHOIADA'S DEATH. IDOLATRY OF JOASH. [975-606 B.C. 

Hope in your mountains, and hope in your streams, 
Bow down in their worship and loudly pray: 

Trust in your strength, and believe in your dreams, 
But the wind shall carry them all away. 

There'. one who drank at a purer fountain, 
One who has wash'd in a purer flood: 

He shall inherit a holier mountain, 
He shall worship a holier God. 

But the sinner shall utterly fall and die, 
Whelm'd in the waves of a troubled sea; 

And God, from hie throne of light on high! 
Shall say, l There is no peace for thee." 

98. IDOLATRY AND INGRATITUDE OF JOASH. 
2 Chron. xxiv. 15-24. 2 Kings xii, 17, 18. 

Now Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he 
died: an hundred and thirty years old was he when he died. 
And they -buried him in the city of David among the kings, 
because he had done good in Israel, both toward God, and 
toward his house. 

Now after the death of Jehoiada came the princes of Judah, 
and made obeisance to the king requesting permission to 
establish idolatry. Then the king •hearkened unto them. 
And they left the house of the Lord God of their fathers, and 
served •groves and •idols; and •wrath came upon Judah and 
Jerusalem for this their trespass. •Yet. the Lord sent prophets 
to them, to bring them again to worship and serve him, and 
the prophets testified against their idolatry: but they would 
not give ear. Then the spirit of God came upon •Zechariah, 
the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he said unto the people, 
"Thus saith God, Why trangress ye the commandments of 
the Lord, that ye cannot prosper? •because ye have forsaken 
the Lord, he also hath forsaken you." And •they conspired 
against him, and -stoned him with stones at the -commandment 
of the king in the -court of the house of the Lord. Thus Joash 
the king remembered not the kindness which Jehoiada his 
father had done to him, but slew his son. And when Ze-
chariah died, be said, "The Lord look upon it, and •require it." 

-Then Hazel, king of Syria, went up and fought against 
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PERIOD VI.] 	HAZAEL OPPRESSES JUDAH. 

Gath and took it; and Hazael set bis face to go up to Jeru-
salem, and came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all 
the princes of the people from among the people, and sent all 
the spoil of them unto the king of Damascus. For the army 
of the Syrians came with a small company of men, and the 
Lord delivered a very great host into their hand, because they 
had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. So they executed 
judgment against Joash, and the princes and the Lord's people 
of Judah, because they had again established idolatry. And 
Joash, king of Judah, took all the hallowed things that 
Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of 
Judah, had dedicated, and his own •hallowed things, and all 
the gold that was found in the treasures of the bouse of the 
Lord, and in the king's bouse, and sent it to Hazael, king of 
Syria: and he went away from Jerusalem. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
buried—an honourable testimony to 

e faithful servant of God. He bad ruled 
Israel through Joash, and therefore he 
was deemed worthy the burial of a 
king. Less. 65, 'buried 96,' the king 
and Jeboiada: 

prince—during the long and prosper. 
ous administration of Jeboinda they 
cherished secretly in their hearts the 
corrupt practices connecte.l with that 
idolalry whieh had taken root during 
the reigns of Jeboram, Abaziah, and 
Athaliah. 

hearkened—he was a man ofweek and 
unsound principles; frnm this concession 
his downward course was rapid. 

groves—Lesson 75, 'groves.' 
idols—Lesson 35, 'served their gods;' 

74, ' high places.' 
wrath—the condition upon whieh the 

people of Israel obtained possession of 
Canaan was that they should preserve 
themselves free from idolatry—hence 
the severity with which God visited 
them for their abandonment of bis 
worship. 

Yei—the warnings, remonstrances, 
and invitations of the God of mercy 
were mingled ith his chastisements. 

Zechariah—' remembered of the Lord.' 
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because—Lesson 77, 'the eyes of.' 
they conspired—the princes brought e 

fnlae charge against this man of God. 
Lesson 85, 1  bear witness.' 

stoned—Less. 24, & 85, 'stoned.' 
commandmeel—here was an instance 

of base ingratitude—be whose life bail 
been preserved from the monderons 
Athaliah, by the maternal rare of 
Jehoshaheath, commands her otîspring 
to be slain for prophesying to him in the 
name of the Lord; he who owed bis 
crown and kingdom to the righteous 
Jehoiada, murders bis faithful and 
inspired son. 

court of, QJo.—he was slain within the 
precinctsof the temple of Jehovah chuu 
were all the eircumstanres connected 
with the monder of Zechariah ofthemost 
aggravated character.' 

require il—Less. 33, 'requited, 59, 
'sword ;' 72, 'judgment: 

Then Hazael—Zechnriah's dying de-
elaration is soon fulfilled; the princes 
wbo introduced idolatry sud procured 
the death of Zecbariab are swept of by 
the king of Syria. and their property, 
and that of the royal bouse taken sway. 

kallowed—Less. 57, 'seul.' 



THE MURDER OF JOASH. 	973-606 B.C. 

THE APPOINTED END. 

-OUR FATHBR, WHERE ARS TMST t" 

How swift the torrent rolls, 
That hastens to the sea; 

How strong the tide that bears our souls 
On—to eternity 1 

Our fathers where are they? 
With all they call'd their own; 

Their joys and griefs, and hopes and cares, 
And wealth and honour, gone 1 

There where the fathers lie, 
Must all the children dwell; 

Nor other heritage possess, 
But such a gloomy ce1L 

God of our fathers, hear, 
Thou everlasting Friend, 

While we on life's extremest verge, 
Our souls to Thee commend. 

Of all the pious dead 
May we the footsteps trace, 

Till with them in the land of light, 
We dwell before thy face. 

DODDRIDOS. 

99. JOASH IS SLAIN. AMAZIAH REIGNS. 

2 Chron. xxiv. 25-27; xxv. 1-24; 2 Kings. xiv. 5-16. 

When the Syrians had departed from Juclah, Joash was 
aflhicted with •great diseases, and two of bis own servants 
'conspired against him, and slew him on his bed in the house 
of Millo, and they buried him in the city of David. This 
punishment was brought on Joash for having •shed the blood 
of Zacharias, the son of.Jehoiada, the priest. Zabad, the son 
of Shimeath, an Ammonitess, and Jehozabad, the son of 
$himrith, a Moabitess, were •the men who conspired against 
Joash and slew him. As soon as • Amaziah succeeded Joash, 
he slew the two men who killed his father: but he slew not 
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PERIOD VI.] 	SELF-SUFFICIENCY OF LMAZIAH. 

their children, for he observed -the law in the book of Moses, 
where the Lord commanded, saying, "The fathers shall not 
die for the children, neither shall the children die for the 
fathers, but every man shall die for his own sin " 

Now Amaziah gathered al] Judah together and found tbree-
hundred-thousand mighty men able to go forth to war. He 
hired also a hundred-thousand mighty men out of Israel for -a 
hundred talents of silver. But a man of God came to him, 
saying, "O king, let not the army of Israel go with thee; for 
the Lord is -not with all the children of Ephraim. But -if thon 
wilt go, God shall make thee fall before the enemy: for God 
hath power to help, and to cast down." And Amaziah said, 
"But what shall we do for the hundred talents which I have 
given to the army of Israel P" And the man of God answered, 
"The Lord 'is able to give thee much more than this." Then 
Amaziah •separated the army of Ephraim, to go home again; 
wherefore their anger was greatly kindled against Judah, and 
they returned home in great anger. Then Amaziah led bis 
own army forth and conquered the Edomites in the Valley of 
Salt. After this conquest Amaziah worshipped idole, which he 
had brought from Seir ; for which he was •reproved by a prophet. 

Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash, king of Israel, saying, 
"'Corne, let us look one another in the face." Jehoash return-
ed answer to Amaziah ; "'The thistle that was in Lebanon, 
sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, •Give thy 
daughter to my son to wife; and there passed by a wild beast 
that was in Lebanon, and -trode down the thistle. Lo, thon hast 
smitten the Edbmites, and thine heart -lifteth thee up to boast; 
abide now at home; why shouldest thou meddle to thine hurt, 
that thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee." 
But Amaziah would not hear. The kings and their armies 
met at Bethshemesh ; the army of Judah was -put to flight, and 
Jehoash took Amaziah prisoner, and came to Jerusalem, 
whence he took the treasures of the temple. 

Jehoash departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, the king of 
Israel. He died, and was buried in Samaria, and his son, 
Jeroboam II. reigned in bis stead. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 	[975-808 B.C. 

great diseases—Dent. xxviii. 15, 20-
22, 35. 

conspired—not to vindicate outraged 
justice for the murder of Zechariah, 
but from feelings of private malice and 
revenge. Forsaken by God Joash falls 
into the banda of wicked men. 

shed—like the blood of Abel which 
cried unto heaven for vengeance, 
(Less. 2), so does the blood of every 
murdered individual demand the vindi-
cation of divine justice. It le a fearful 
thing to fall into the panda of the living 
Gad. We muet however remember 
that vengeance is not ours; it belongs 
to God, who never fails to make inqui- 
sition for blood ; and to brin ç down 
upon every transgressor of bis laws 
that meed of punishment which is bis 
due. Compare the references under 
'require' in Less. 98. Gen. ix. 5,6; 
Psalm 1v.23 i lviii.l l ; Rom. zii. 19.21; 
Heb. z. 28-31. 

the mea—it is worthy of remark that 
the mothers of the regicides were 
foreigners and idolaters. In every 
country and among every people, the 
maternai parent exercises the greatest 
influence over the'fnture conduct of the 
ehild ; this le especially true in the East, 
for the entire care of the children de. 
volves upon the mother, the father giv-
ing but little attention to the education 
and training, even of his sons, till they 
are old enough for the pursuits of war 
or the chase. 

4maziah—'strength of Jehovah ; he 
had reigned three years in conjunction 
with his father before the occurrence of 
the distressing event which rendered 
him sole king; he was the eighth king 
of Jodah. 

flax Jaw—Dent. xxiv. 16. 
s hundred talents—or about eight rbil-

Iinga a mais; this sum was probably for 
the cost of equipments. 

root with alla form of expression 
implying that some of them were not 
jdolatrous. 

if thon toile go—a warning against 
self-will and defiance of the Lord's 
authority. It in better to suffer from 
obedience than from disobedience. 

G able—that whlch a man gives up 
for God shall be repaid bim. 

separated—Amaziah should not bave 
engaged the services of men whose 
mode of worship was offensive to God ; 
but having done so it would have been 
madness had he persevered in retaining 
them. Less. 31,' discomfted: 

reproved—blamed ; reproached; Ama-
ziah, instead of humbling himself for 
bis sin, became wrath with the 
prophet, and threatened to smile or kill 
him if he did not forbear; then the 
prophet forbore, but said, "I know 
that God bath determined to destroy 
thee, because thou hast done this, and 
hast not hearkened unto my rouasel." 

Come without any provocation Ama-
aziah challenges Jehoash lo battle; 
thereby displaying his vanity, presump-
tiou and disregard of human lite. 

The lhiatle—by this parable Jehoash 
meant to say that larael was as far 
superior in power to Judah, as the cedar 
of Lebanon ie to the thistle. 

Give—an instance of consummate 
conceit in the meanest of weeds. 

traite down—while giving utterance 
to bis pride, he is crushed by the inad-
vertent step of a passing beast. 

liftetb—" pride goeth before destruc-
tion, and a haughty spirit before a fait." 

boast—ascribing bis success to the 
proweas of bis own arms, and not to 
God, who alone giveth the victory, he 
rushes boastiogly and wickedly into 
another unnecessary striae. 

put tofighl—God, who resisteth the 
prond, chastised and humbled the vain-
hoasling king of Judah by giving him 
into the hand of his adversary. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTER. 
MiLLO—a prominent portion of the 

fortress erected, or extended and 
strengthened, by David, ou the bill of 
Zion. 

VALLEY OF SALT—the valley of Salt 
was an extensive plain at leastfourteen 
miles across, which lay hetween the 
boundaries of Judah and Edom. It was 
the scene of many battles between these 
two nations. 
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PERIOD VI.J JONAH BENT TO COMFORT ISRAEL. 

THOUGHT AND DEED. 

'THY $1V *HALL FIND THE S OUT- 

Full many a light thought man may cherish, 
Full many an idle deed may do; 

Yet not a deed or thought may perish—
Not one but he shall bless or rue. 

When by the wind the tree is shaken, 
There's not a bough or leaf can fall, 

But of its falling heed is taken— 
By One that sees and governs all. 

The tree may fall and be forgotten 
And buried in the e rth remain; 

Yet from its juices rank and rotten 
Springs vegetating life again. 

The world is wish creation teeming, 
And nothing ever wholly dies; 

And things that are destroyed in seeming, 
In other shapes and forma arise. 

And Nature still unfolds the tissue 
Of unseen works by Spirit wrought; 

And not a work but bas its issue 
•With blessing or with evil fraught. 

And thou may'st seem to leave behind thee 
All memory of the sinful past; 

Yet oh! be sure thy sin shall find thee, 
And thou shalt know its fruits at last. 

KENNEDY. 

100. UZZIAH'S REIGN AND WARS. 
2 Chron. xxv. '25,28; xxvi. 1-15. 2 Kings xiv. 17-xv. 4. 
Notwithstanding the wickedness of Jeroboam, king of Israel, 

God granted him some success against his enemies. He •re-
stored the -coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto 
the sea of the plain, according to the word of the Lord God of 
Israel, which he spake • by his servant •Jonah, the son of 
Amittai, the prophet, which vas of Gath-hepher. For the 
Lord saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter: for 
there vas not any helper for Israel. And because the Lord 
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UZZIAH'B PROSPEROUS REIGN. [975-6O6 B.C. 

would not •blot out the name of Israel from under heaven ; he 
saved thele by the hand of Jeroboam, the son of Jehoash. 

Amaziah reigned in Judah fifteen years after the death of 
Jehoash, king of Israel. •When he turned.from following the 
Lord, a conspiracy was formed against him in Jerusalem, and 
lie fled to Lachish, and was slain there. •Uzziah, also called 
Azariah, was sixteen years old when his father Amaziah was 
slain, and al] the people of Judah made him king. He built 
Eloth, and restored it to Judah. He sought God in the days 
of •Zechariah, who had understanding in the •visions of God; 
and •as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper. 
Uzziah warred against the Philistines, and brake down the 
wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, 
and built cities about Ashdod, and among the Philistines, and 
God helped him against them, and the Arabians, and the 
Mfehunims. The Ammonites brought him gifts, and he 
strengthened himself exceedingly. He built •towers in Jeru-
salem and in the desert., and •digged wells, for he had much 
cattle both in the low country and in the plains; husbandmen 
also, and vine-dressers in the mountains and in Carmel : for 
he loved •husbandry. Moreover Uzziah bad a host of •fighting 
men, that went out to we by hands, and an army of three-
hundred-and-seven-thousand-and-five-hundred that made war 
with mighty power to help the king against the enemy. And 
he prepared for them shields, and Spears, and helmets, and 
bows, and slings to cast stones.. And lie made in Jerusalem 
•engines invented by cunning men, to be on the towers and 
upon the bulwarks to shoot arrows and great stones. And 
his name spread far abroad; for he was marvellously helped 
till he was strong. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

restored—all the country along the Jonak—' a dove;' the prophot who was 
northern and eastern borders to the sea of sent to proclaim the doom of Nineveh. 
the plain; this Included the northern 
boundary of Asher and Naphtali, and the 	bief out—Less. 23, 'blot out.' 
eastern line of the tribes of Reuben, and 
Gad, and balf•Manasseh. Lesa, 32, ' divi- 	When he turn -d, 4c.—bla subjects turned 
aluns of Canaan.' 	 from serving him, after ho had forsaken 

coast—frontier; the utmost extremity of the Lord's service. Bo had it been with 
country; boundary. 	 Solomon; Leeson 71. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Omtah —' atrength of Jehovah;' called 
also Azariah, ' holped of Jehovah.' 

Zechariah—probably a son of the prophet 
Zecharlah who was Main by.Joash. 

otifmu like Joseph (tees. 15) he could 
interpret dreams having a divine origin; 
Less. 7, 'vision;'  9 & 15, 'dream ; be was 
also skilled in expounding tho law. 

w long —Less. 66, 'according.' 
towers—watch-towers; those in Jerusalem 

were for defence, being built for the engines 
of war which he had invented; those In 
the desert, or uncultivated regions, were 
partly for war-purposes, but also for the 
use of shepherds wbo led their flocks over 
the wildernessea. 

diggad scella—for the accommodation of 
bis shepherds and travellers; these wells 
were great public benefits. At the present 
day much attention le given to the protec-
tion and preservation of wells for traveller 
In Ambla, Egypt, and Palestine. Leas. 10, 
' draw ; 13, 's well;' 89, 'stopped.' 

husbandry—the cultivation of the earth; 
all the Israelites, except the Levites, were 
agrieulturista or shepherds; it le not sur-
prising therefore that thio, their chief 
source of national prosperity, should en-
gage the attention of a king who devoted 
himself to the internai Improvement and 
security of bis kingdom so assiduously as 
did Uzziah. 

jfgkling men—the children of Israel, net-
witbstanding their agricultural pursuits, 
were essentially a warlike people; from 
their entrance into Canaan te their removal 
into captivity, their history, with but brief 
intervals, ie one of war—offensive and 
defensive. 

engine.—this ie the earliest intimation we 
have in history of a contrivance for tbe pro-
pulsion of stones, arrows, and other missiles; 
the invention of them by IIzziah's skilful 
workmen wan sufficient te spread bis fame 
abroad. They were, no doubt, similar in 
principle to the catapulta and ballote` of 
the Greeks and Romans, the origin of 
which was attributed te Syria or Palestine. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Gain-RaPHIR—a town which was the  

birth-place of tbe prophet Jonah ; and 
which le believed to be the same as Gittah-
hepher, in the tribe of Zebulun. 

LscuisH—a noted city of Judah which 
was about twenty miles south-west of Jeru-
salem. It was one of the cities which Re-
hoboam made exceeding strong, and the 
one to which Amaziab tied when bis ser-
vants conspired against him. It was the 
first city in Judah to imitate the idolatries 
of Iarael, and it was denounced by the pro-
phet Micah. 

Ewra or Ec.i iu—was an Idumean port 
on the eastern shore of the Red Sea, (Lela 
20e, and near to Eaiongeber. It was a place 
of importance during the reigns of David 
and Solomon, by the former of whom it wu 
taken from the Edomites, it was a source 
of great wealth te Israel as e trading station. 
After the division of the kingdom (Less. 73) 
it remained under the dominion of Judah, 
till the revoit of the Edomites in the reign 
of Joram, (Lees. 93,'revolted'), in wbuse 
possession it continued till the reign of 
Uzziah. It was lest te Judah in the reign 
of Abaz ; Lees. 106, ' drove.' At the present 
day it le a heap of ruins, but a small garri-
son belonging to the pasha of Egypt occupies 
a fortress on its site, for the purpose of 
keeping In check the neighbouring tribes of 
Arabe. Less 11, ' Idumea ; 13, ' Mount 
Soir;' 27, ' Edom.' 

Maauaras—a tribe who inhabited part 
of the territory south of Judah; they are 
called Maonites in Judges a. 12. 

AIWMONITsa—descendants of Ammon, me 
of the sons of Lot; they dwelt on the east 
of the Jordan; they were enemies of the 
Israelites, and were defeated by Jephthab, 
(Lais. 38), and by Seul; Less. 44. It was 
Nabash, the king of the Ammonites, wbo 
required the men of Jabesb-gilead te iew 
their obedience te him by allowing bio to 
thrust out all their right eyes. Harun, the 
son of Nahash, abused the messengers whom 
David sent to condole with him on the death 
of hie father; for which David sent Jab 
with an army against him; Lea 5& The 
Ammonites were made tributary te Carih. 
Their chief city was Rabbah. 
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PROPHETS OF ISRAEL. 	[975-606 B.C. 

SUBMISSION. 

O thou! who hast at thy command, 
The hearts of all men in thy hand! 
Our wayward, easing hearts incline 
To have no other will but thine. 
Our wishes, our desires, control 
Mould every purpose of the soul; 
O'er all may we victorious be, 
That stands between ourselves and Thee. 
O may we, feeble, weak, and frail, 
Against our mightiest foes prevail; 
Thy word, our safety from alarm, 
Our strength, thine everlasting arm. 
And while we to thy glory live, 
May we to Thee all glory give, 
Until the joyful summons come, 
That calls thy willing servants home. 

COTTERILL. 

101. PROPHECIES OF HOSEA, AMOS, AND JOEL. 
Hosea. Amos. Joel. 

At this time •Rosea, -Amos, and -Joel prophesied in Israel and 
Judah. Hosea's prophecies are chiefly directed against Israel; 
he declared that God had a •controversy with the inhabit-
ants of the land because of their transgression. He exposed 
their idolatry in worshipping the golden calves, saying, "My 
people ask counsel at their -stocks, and their staff declareth 
unto them, they sacrifice upon the •tops of the mountains, and 
hum •incense upon the hills, •under oaks and poplars and elms." 
The punishment for their ungodliness is thus described, "I 
will change their glory into shame, mine anger is kindled 
against them...they shall not dwell in the Lord's land ;...Samaria 
$hall become •desolate for she hath rebelled against her God; 
the people shall fall by the sword : their infants shall be dashed 
to pieces ..the high places of Aven shall be destroyed ; the 
thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars ; and they 
shalt say to the mountains, Cover us; and to the hills, Fall on 
us." Notwithstanding the transgressions of Israel, and the 
severe displeasure of the Lord against the people, thé prophet 
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PERIOD vI.] PROPHECIES OF HOSEA AND AMOS. 

invites them to turn unto God," Come, and let us return unto 
the Lord: for be bath -torn, and he will heal us; he bath 
emitten, and he will bind us up. Then shall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord; his going for~h is prepared as the 
morning; and be shall come unto us as the •rain, as the latter 
and former rain unto the earth." Hosea also predicted the 
restoration of Israel, " For the children of Israel shall abide 
many days without a king, and without a prince, and without 
a sacrifice. Afterwards shall they return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king; and shall fear the Lord and 
his goodness in the latter days." God further said, "I will 
-heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger 
is turned away from him. I will he •as the dew unto Israel: 
he shall grow as the •lily, and cast forth bis •roots as Lebanon. 
His branches shall spread, and bis beauty shall be as the -olive-
tree, and his -smell as Lebanon." Then shall Israel be ashamed 
of their idolatry, saying to the Lord,'- Take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciously,... and we will not say any more w 
the work of our bands, Ye are our gods, for in thee the 
fatherless findeth mercy." 

Amos was a herdsmen of Tekoa; he lived in the days of 
Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam, king of Israel. He de-
clared God's judgments against Damascus, and spoke of the 
captivity of the Syrians at Kir. He also uttered God'sjudg-
ments against Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab, Judah, and 
Israel, and predicted the captivity of the Israelites •beyond 
Damascus. He exhorted them to repentance, saying, °' Seek 
good and not evil that ye may live. Hate the evil and love 
the good...it may be that the Lord will be gracious unto the 
•remnant of •Joseph." 

The prophet Joel wrote chiefly against Judah, he warned the 
people of danger, saying, "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
sound an alarm in my -holy mountain: let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble : for the -day of the Lord cometh." He 
also called the priests and people of Jerusalem to repentance, 
"Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn ye even to me with 
all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with 

rning: and rend your heart, and not your garments, •amd 
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turn unto the Lord your God: for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and •repent.eth him of the 
evil. Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly: gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assem-
ble the elders, gather the children, let the priests, the ministers 
of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them 
say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine •heritage to 
reproach that the heathen should rule over them : .-herefore 
should they say among the peoUle, Where is their God P" 
He spoke also of the descent of the Spirit upon all people and 
said, "Whosoever shall cal] on the name of the Lord shall be 
delivered." He predicted the return of the Jews from captivity, 
and their final restoration to God in Jerusalem. •Of Egypt he 
said, r' It shall be a desolation," and Edom, " a •desolate 
wilderness for the •violence against the children of Judah." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Hosea—' saving ;' he was the son of 
Beeri and lived in Samarin; his frequent 
allu+ions to the customs, habits, proverbs, 
end opinions of hic time render the 
interpretation of mu-h of what he bas 
written extremely difeult at the present 
day. 

Amos—' a burden;' Les,. 103,' gather-
er;' he was a her tsman, and a gatherer 
of sycamore fruit; bis writiags abound 
with naturel descriptions derived from 
scenes wish which he was familier. 

Joel—'the Lord is my God; we are 
told that he was the son of l'etbuel, but 
we know nothing certain concerning 
him. The judgments which were fo 
fall upon the kingdom of Judah form 
the chtet' subjects of bis prophecy. 

co ttroverxy—a accuse for dissatisfac-
lion; for censure; for punishmeut. 
etucks—staff-neontempt nous reference 

to their stupid practice of consulting 
idols on important questions. 

lop.—Less. 74, 'high places.' 
incense—Lesson 23, 'incense.' 
under—Less. 75, ` groves;' 'green. 

tree.' 
IeeoWe---es a diseonaolate widow  

suddenly aud unexpectedly deprived of 
her hnshand. It is common to per+ouify 
a nation by the figuré of a woman. 

torn—by suttermg intestine commo-
tion to tlisorganise society, and rend 
acunder the sarred ties nf cons,tugniniiy, 
friendship, and civil union; and bysend-
ing his messengers of wrath, famine,. 
pestilence, and war, fo scourge and af-
flirt them. The allusion is to a wild 
and furious beast suddenly dartingupon 
his prey, and then tearing it between 
his teeth and claws. 

prepared—already determined ; a. the 
sun iurreases in light and heat from its 
rice to ils meridian glory, so shall the 
peace, comfort, & prosperity of return-
mK backsliderc increase, if they" follow 
on to know the Lord." Compare Less. 
33, '1 will not 66, 'according.' 

rain—Less. $0, 'dew nor rain;' the 
'latter rain' falls in April to perfert the 
fruits of the earth before the harvest, 
and the 'former rain' comes down 
in October to prepare the ground for 
cultivation. 

heat—to heal the injuries which re-
sulted from their going back from God. 

freely—without reserve; heartily. 
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as the der—to invigorate & strengthen 
the nation, as the dew acts on plants. 

lily—a beautiful and well-known 
flower; it grows to etquisite perfection 
in the East. 

roots—either aa the extended roots of 
the cedar, or the widely spread founda-
liona of I he mountain-range of f.ebanon. 
Less. 29, 'Lebanon;' 64, 'cedar trees: 

olive-tree—Less. 4,' olive: 
snulL—perheps alluding to the agree- 

able smell of the wood of the cedar. 
beyond—Less. 108, 'placed them.' 
rexmant—the comparative few who 

sboald escape captivity. 
Joseph—the numerous and powerful 

tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh are 
often put for the ten tribes. Leu. 18, 
'in thee 32, 'tribes.'  

holy mouxtain—Jerusalem. 
day of the Lord—day of retribution. 
repentelh—Less. 23, & 28,'repented: 
heritage—the people whom God bad 

chosen. 
Of Lgypl—Less. 123,' while.' 
desolate wilderness—it is so ai the 

pressent day. 
violence—Less. 27, 'then journeyed.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTER 
AvéN—'wickedness;' Betbel is re-

ferred to; it is sometimes called Beth-
aven, or house of wickedness. 

KIR—a district which was under the 
dominion of Assyrie, through which the 
river Kir Sows; this river falls into the 
Caspian Sea. 

THE FRAILTY OF MAN'S GOODNESS. 

"TOUR GOODNESS 18 AS THE MORNING CLOUD, AND AS THE EARLY DEW 
-1T GOETH AWAY." 

Such the transient influence now 
Of too many a fervent vow; 
Such in spirit and in span, 
Goodness deem'd innate in man. 

Like a morning cloud it fies, 
Like the early dew drop—dries, 
Brief as bright, and frail as brief, 
Like the ehanging Cistus leaf. 

Clouds which bear the welcome shower 
Wait not on man's faneied power; 
Dews that nourish where they fall 
Come not when he deigns to call. 
Morning clouds though bright their dyes, 
Fade before our thirsty eyes; 
Dews which early pass away 
Leave our hearts to drought a prey. 
Give us darker clouds, whose gloom 
Bears rich blessings in its womb; 
Heavier flews which fall at eve, 
Whence Thy seed may life receive. 

BARTON. 
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102. JONAH'S MISSION TO NINEVEH. 
Book of Jonah. 

Jonah, the prophet, was commanded to go to Nineveh to 
cry against it, for the wickedness of the inhabitants. Instead 
of doing so, he rose up •to flee unto Tarshisk, from the 
presence of the Lord; he went down to Joppa, where he found 
a ship going to Tarshish, and he went in it. But the Lord 
sent a great storm, and there was a mighty tempest in the •sea, 
so that the ship was like to be broken. The mariners being 
afraid, cried every man to his god; but Jonah was •in the ship 
asleep. The shipmaster awoke him, and told him to call 
upon his God. Then they •cast lots, that they might know 
•who bad caused the evil to come on them. And the lot fell 
upon Jonah. Then said they unto him, "Tel] us, thou for 
whose cause this evil is upon us: what is thine occupation ? 
and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what 
people art thou ?" And he said unto them, "I am a Hebrew; 
and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the 
sea and the dry land." And when he told them that he had 
fled from the presence of the Lord they were exceedingly 
•afraid, and said, "Why hast thou done this P" They then 
asked what they should do that the sea might be cairn; and 
Jonah •told them to cast him into the sea, and it would be 
calm. Before the mariners would consent to do this they 
roomed hard to bring the ship to land, but they could not. 
Wherefore they •cried unto the Lord, and said, "We beseech 
thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's 
life, and lay not upon us •innocent blood: for thou, O Lord, 
hast done as it pleased thee." So they took up Jonah, and 
cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her rag- 
ing. •Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered 
a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made •vows. Now the Lord 
bad prepared •a great fish to swallow up Jonah, and Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish •three days and three nights. Then 
Jonah •prayed unto the Lord out of the belly of the fish, and 
the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon 
the dry land. Jonah then obeyed the word of the Lord, and 
' ent to Nineveh, which vas an •excerding great city; as he 
«-alked through the city, he cried and said, °l Yet fortydays, 
and Nineveh •shall be overthrown." So the people of Nineveh 
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-believed God, and the king proclaimed a -fast, and commanded 
the people to -cry mightily unto God, and turn from their evil 
ways. And when God saw their repentance he -spared them 
and would not overthrow the city. 

When Jonah saw that his prophecy was not fulfilled he 
became exceedingly •angry, and wished to die, lest the people 
should think that he a •as a false prophet. He made himself 
a •booth on the east of the city, to see what would becôme of 
the city. He also wished to die, because a -gourd which God 
Lad made to grow up, and shade him from the heat of the 
sun, was suddenly withered; a worm which God had pre-
pared having t;mitten it. God skewed him that he ought not 
to be angry, for as Jot,ah had pitied the gourd for which he 
had not laboured, nor made it to grow, so should God spare 
Nineveh, containing six-score-thousand persons, that -could not 
discern between their right hand and their left hand. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
ta flee—the niter folly of this act 	told them—preferring death to the 

proves that be took a fret fui and gloomy possibility of being again sent to 
view of the important commission he Niueveh. 
bad received. 	 cried unto—they prayed unto Jehovah, 

sea—the Mediterranean Sen. 	the Lord of heaven and earth ; tbes 
god—Less. 83, 'rode of the hills; the God overruled Jonah's perversity to 

marinera were idolaters, probably Phm- their conversion. 
nicians; Less. 70, 'they went.' 	 innocent blood—though fhey believed 

in the chip—." be went down into the they were about to net according to 
aides of the chip," skewing that the Goda will, they shuddered lest they 
chipa were provided with berths much should be in error. 
like those of the present dny. 	 Then—they had now the fullest evi- 

cast lots—a very ancient mode of de- dence of the truth of Jonah'c assertion 
vision in doubtful cases; the act was of the almighty pow-r of the Only Tree 
generally performed with deep Golem- God—the disposer of ail things in earth, 
nity, and with the belief that the Dis- sen, and eky; every doubt being re-
poser of ail human events would "give moved they now worship and sacrifice 
a perfect lot," or, lead fo a right deri- unto Him alone. 
sion; Leas. 81. 'discovery.' 	 Bows—self-dedicafory resolutions te 

who had caused—according to the worship God and renounce idols. 
notion of the ancient mariners that un- 	a great fish—an entire human body 
seasonal storms were canned by the has been occasionally found in the 
indignation of the gods against some stomach ofa ,bark. 
guilty person in the ship. 	 three—probably one entire day and 

afraid—of the power and holy indig- night, a portion of the day when he wu 

nation of the God of Israel. 	 cast info the sen, and a portion of the 
day of his deliverance. 

Why, d!c.—a severe rebuke from prayed—Jonah'e prayer is rather a 
idoiaters. 	 thanksgiving for his deliverance. 
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exceeding great—it was three days' 
journey, or a circuit of about 60 miles. 

shall be—subject to a respite, or a 
reversal of the Lord's decree, if the 
inhabitants repented; tbouFh this was 
Dot e part of Jonah's commission. 

believed God—the faine of the God of 
Israel had been co widely extended that 
the Ninevites did not refuse to listen to 
Jonah; faith and repentance were the 
happy results. 

fast—they abstained altogether from 
food till evening, according to the east-
ern custom. The Ninevites extended 
the fast to their domestic animals also. 

cry unto God—not unto their goda, 
but unto Jehovah. 

spared—see Legs. 85, Il will not;' 
Jonah's denunciation was absolute, but 
the idea that God might spare the city 
on their repentance occurred to the 
king, and ke resolves upon the trial. 

angry —he felt that his veracity was 
impugned, and bis fretfulness returning 
he peeviehly wished to die. 

b001k—a tent ; bougie interwoven. 
gourd--what ever the plant was whicb 

shaded Jonah, we may justly attribute 
to it a miraculous growth. 

could not—ebfldren are here referred 
to; if these were one-fifth ofthe inbabi. 
tante, Nineveh muet bave contained 
600,000 persons. All ancient cities of 
note covered a vaut estent of ground. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
TARBRtsH—Tartessue, in Spain, was 

probably the place Io which the ship 
was bound. 

NINEvEH—the metropolis ofArayria 
it was founded by Asehur, and situated 
on the river Tigris. It became a vast 
city, and in the time of Jonah it was 
three days' journey around it, its in. 
habitants having been computed et 
600,000. Nahum and Zephaniah pto-
phesied Its utter ruin, and their pre-
dictions have been fulfilled. The 
remains of Nineveh have recently been 
discovered. 

JoPPA—also called Japho, the chief 
ace-port and harbour of the Israelites; 
it was about thirty-two miles north. 
west of Jerusalem, and was situated in 
the territory of Dan. On the west of 
the town was the Mediterranean Sea, 
by wbich the cedars of Lebanon wen 
brought in chips for the building of the 
temple. 

USELESS FLIGHT. 

"BUT JONAH ROSE OP TO FLEE...FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD.- 

And couldst thon fancy, then, 
Tarshish beyond the ken 

Of Him whose presence fills unbounded space P 
Who from the heavens on high, 
With sleepless searching eye, 

Even the deptbs of hell itself can trace? 

Weak though the thought might be, 
There are who censure thee, 

Who would no less God's holy presence shun; 
Weakness surpassing thine, 
Whose mission, though divine, 

Might hope to win belief from few or nolle. 
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Such, when they feel within 
His power convict of sin, 

Turn from the witness for His righteous will; 
In earth's delusive joys, 
In business, strife, and noise, 

Striving to drown the voice they cannot still. 

As well tu Tarshish flee 
As hope tu 'scape from Thee, 

God omnipresent, and omnipotent! 
Closing with coward fear 
That inward eve and ear, 

Whose powers for nobler purposes were lent. 
BARTON. 

103. OF AMOS AND HOSEA. INTERREGNUM. 
Amos vii-ix. 2 Kings xiv. 28, 29. 

Towards the close of the reign of Jeroboam, king of Israel, 
the prophet Amos had a vision which he declared in the 
hearing of the people. He said," Thus hath the Lord 
shewed me; and, behold, the Lord stood upon a wall 
made by a •plumb-line, with a plumb-line in bis hand." And 
the Lord said unto me, "Amos, •what seest thou P" And 
I said, "A plumb-line." Then said the Lord, "Behold 
I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel: I 
will •not again pass by them any more. And the high 
places •of Isaac shall be desolate, and the •sanctuaries of Israel 
shall be laid waste; and I will rise against the house of 
Jeroboam with the sword." Then •Amaziah the priest of 
Bethel sent to Jeroboam, saying, "Amos hath conspired 
against thee in the midst of the bouse of Israel: the 
land is •not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos saith, 
Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be 
led away captive out of their own land." Also Amaziah said 
unto Amos, "0 thou •seer, go, •flee thee away into the land of 
Judab, and there eat bread, and prophesy there : but prophesy 
not again any more at Bethel: for it is the king's chapel, and 
it is the king's court." Then answered Amos, and said to 
Amaziah," • I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son: 
but I was an herdmari, and a •gatherer of sycamore fruit: and 
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the Lord took me as I followed •the flock, and the Lord said 
unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel." He then 
spoke of the -miserable end of Amaziah and his family, and 
repeated the prophecy of the captivity of Israel. He also 
prophesied of the future prosperity of Israel, and their return 
to their own land, saying, " ]3ehold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that the plowman shall •overtake the reaper, and the 
treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the •mountains 
shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I 
will bring again the captivity of my people Israel; and they 
shall build the waste cities and inhabit them, and they shall 
plant vineyards and drink the wine thereof; they shall also 
make gardens and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant 
them upon their land, and they shall no more be -pulled 
up out of their land which I have given them, saith the 
Lord thy God." 

Hosea prophesied in the reign of Jeroboam II. He declared 
that the sins of the people were swearing, lying, killing, steal-
ing, and committing adultery, and there was no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 

Eleven years after the death of Jeroboam, (during which 
time there was no king) Zechariah his son began to reign. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
a plumb-iine—a well-known instru- nant were the prophet's denunciations 

ment seed by builders for ascertaining of their sins that the people could not 
the perpendicularity of a wall. 	bear to hear them. 

What seesf thou?—this is said to ex- leer—he probably addressed bim thon 
cite the prophet's attention. 	 disdainfally. 

sol again pars—not suffer them any flee thee—the idolatrous priest here 
longer to escape punishment; as car- pays a just tribute to true religion; in 
penters and builders try and examine Judah the worship of God prospered 
their work by the line and level, so under the fostering care of Uzziah; in 
would he examine the Israelites by his Israel idolatry prevailed, therefore Amon 
holy law. 	 would be safe in Judah, while he was 

of Isaac—the alter and grove et Beer. exposed in danger in Israel. 
sheba, which had been abused by idole- I wax no prophet—he bad notbeen set 
trous rites. Amos V. 5. 	 apart to this important office in his early 

aanetuaries—chief seats of idolatrous life; nor educated at the schools of the 

worship; Ise. chlef  12. 	 prophets. Les.92,'sonsof the prophets: 
gatherer—the fruit of the sycamore-

4,naziah—he was the king's priest, fig tree is much esteemed by most of 
and officiated in the worship of the the People of the East. Its fruit is 
golden calf, 	 inferior to real figs; in its green state 

not able -eo plain, forcible, and poig- it is bitter and not eatable; the fruit, 
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like some others, bas to be wounded or 
pterred before it becomes matured. 
This in done by a man who ascends the 
tree for the purpose, end it was probably 
a part of the employment of Amos to do 
this as well as to gather the figs; Lean. 
70, ` sycamore.' 

ghe ftod —he acted occasionally as a 
shepherd. 

miserable ead--bis wife would desert 
him, his sous and daughters be slain, 
bis inheritance •given to others, and 
himself removed as a captive to a 
foreign country where he ahoeld die. 

overtake—a poetic and glowing des-
cription of the future eopioasness and 
long continuance of the harvest and 
vintage. 

mountains—the vine is asoally culti-
vated on the sariny slopes of the bills 
and mountains, artificial terraces being 
formed for them one above another. 

paled up—this expression indicates 
the violence which should attend their 
removal into captivity, and the stability 
of their condition when they aboald be 
restored to their country. 

THE FAMINE OF THE WORD. 

KNOT A FAMINE OF BREAD, NOR A THIRST FOR WATER, BUT OF 
HEARING THE WORD$ OF THE LORD.' 

O Lord, avert from us this day 
Of famine's fiercest strife; 

And take not from our souls the stay 
And staff of endless life. 

Though we too often bave preferr'd 
Time's transitory things 

Before thy pure and precious word 
Which sure salvation brings; 

Yet suffer not our souls to know 
This famine, worst of ail; 

Lest victims to its wasting woe, 
We miserably fall. 

O rather since the power is thine, 
While yet thy word is near, 

Compel us by thy voice divine 
To lend a wakeful ear. 

Though justly stern its tones may sound, 
These thou canst teach to bear; 

Far better judgment reign around 
Than silence and despair. 

Oh, teach us most that death to fear, 
Bv inward famine slain, 

Which dying, thirsts thy voice to hear, 
Yet thirsts, alae, in vain, Baron. 
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104. KINGS oF ISRAEL. UZZIAH'S TRANSGRESSION. 
2 Kings xv. 10-26; & 2 Chron. xxvi. 16-21. 

Zechariah, the son of Jeroboam, reigned but six months in 
Israel: for •Shallum conspired against him, and slew him 
before the people, and reigned in his stead. •This was the 
word of the Lord which he spake unto Jehu, saying, "Thy 
sons shall• ait on the throne of Israel unto the fourth genera-
tion." And so it came to pass. Shallum reigned in Samaria 
but one month, for Menahem went up from Tirzah, and came 
to Samaria, and •smote Shallum in Samaria, and slew him 
and reigned in his stead. Then Menahem amote Tip/tsalc, 
and all that were therein, and the coasts thereof from Tirzah 
because they •opened not to him. Menahem reigned ten years 
in Samaria, and he did that which was -evil by walking in 
the sins of Jeroboam. In his reign •Pul, the king of Assyria, 
came against the land, and Menahem gave Pul •tribute,—a 
thousand talents of silver, which he exacted from the mighty 
men of wealth ; so the king of Assyria •turned back to his 
own land. Menahem was succeeded by his son Pekahiah, 
who reigned two years and did evil. He was slain by Pekah, 
one of his captains, who usurped the throne. 

Uzziah •transgressed against God by going into the temple 
to burn incense. Azariah the priest went in after him, and 
with him fourscore priests of the Lord that were valiant men; 
and they -withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, "It 
appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the 
Lord, •but unto the priests, the sons of Aaron, that are con-
secrated to burn incense; go out of the sanctuary for thou 
hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from the 
Lord God." Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a •censer in 
his hand to burn incense: and while he was wroth with the 
priests, the •leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the 
priests in the house of the Lord, from beside the incense 
altar. And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests looked 
upon him, and behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and 
they thrust him out from thence; yea himself hasted also to 
go out, because the Lord had smitten him. And Uzziah the 
king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a 
•separate house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the 
house of the Lord: and Jotham his son was over the king's 
house, judging the people of the land. 	 311 
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Shallunr-he was a daring rebel of 
desperate character. 

This was—Less. 97; the most pros-
perous period of the kingdom of Israel 
was during the supremacy of the bouse 
of Jehu. 

opened not—they refused to acknow-
ledge him as king. 

evil—his reign was characterized by 
gross cruelty as well as idolatry. 

Pul—he in considered to bave been 
the son of the Assyrien king who re-
pented et the preaching of Jonah; Les. 
102. This was the first invasion of 
Israel by the kings of Assyrie. 

tribute—about £375,000ofourmoney, 
which was raised by a ta: on bis weal-
thy subjects. 

turned back—it is thought thathe took 
many captives with him. 

transgressed—his prosperity unduly 
elated him, so that lie aspired to exer-
cising the functions of the priesthood ; 
in this he imitated many of the neigh-
bouring kings, who by virtue of their 
office had ibis privilege ; Lesson 74, 
'stood by.' 

withstood—Lesson 30, 'reached; 14, 
'priests;' 75, ' strengthened ;' 93, 'aise 
revolted ;' 96, ' Levites.' 

but unto—Less. 20 & 23,'eanctify; 
24, 'instead: 

trespassed—Less. 26, ' Korah;' 'De-
than ;' ` the earth ;" barn incense ;'rod.' 

censer—Less. 24, 'cancer.' 
leprosy—Less. 25 & 91, 'leprosy.' 
separate house—probably outside the 

city; (Less. 94, • et the gate'); as a leper 
he was incapable of reigning. He m-
vaded the dignity of the priesthood to 
which he bad no right; and was de-
prived of the royal dignity to which lie 
had a right. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

TiPHSAH—a City of Epbraim about 
six miles from Samaria. Another 
Tiphsah was seated on the Eapbrates. 

AssvRIA—an ancient kingdom of 
Asia, south of Armenia; its great city 
was Nineveh, which was built by As-
shur. Tbe kingdom of Assy-ia was 
conquered by Nebuchadnezzsr, and 
annexed to the empire of Babylon. 

DOOM OF THE LEPER. 

'BEHOLD HE WAS LEPROUS...BECAU%E TUE LORD HAD SAHTTEN 11a." 

Depart! depart, O child 
Of Israel, from the temple of thy God; 
For He bas smote thee with his chastening rod, 

And to the desert wild, 
From all thou lov'st, away thy feet must flee, 
That from thy plague His people may be free. 

Depart! and corne not near 
The biisy mart, the crowded city more: 
Nor set thy foot a human threshold o'er. 

And stay thou not to hear 
Voices that call thee in the way; and fly 
From all who in the wilderness pass by. 

Wet not thy burning lip 
In streams that to a human dwelling glide; 
Nor rest thee where the covert fountains hide; 

Nor kneel thee down to dip 
The water where the pilgrim bends to drink, 
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JOTHAM SUCCEEDS UZZIAH. 	[965-606 H.C. 

And pass not thou between 
The weary traveller and the couling breeze, 
And lie not down to sleep beneath the trees 

Where human tracks are seen; 
Nor milk the goal that browseth on the plain, 
Nor pluck the standing corn, or yellow grain. 

And now depart! and when 
Thy heart is heavy, and thine eyes are dim, 
Lift up thy prayer beseechingly to Him 

Who, from the tribes of men, 
Selected thee to feel his chastening rod. 
Depart, O leper! and forget not God! 
And he went forth—alone; not one of all 
The many whom he loved, nor she whose name 
Was woven in the fibres of the heart 
Breaking within him now, to come and speak 
Comfort unto him. Yea, he went his way, 
Sick and heart-broken, and alone, to die. 	W ILLIS. 

105. REIGNS OF JOTHAM AND AHAZ. 
2 Chron. xxvi. 22,23; xxvii. 2 Kings xv. 6,7,35-xvi. 1-6. 

Isaiah vii-ix. 
Uzziah died in the second year of Pekah's reign. Jotham 

was then twenty-five years old, and he did that which was right. 
Howbeit the high places were not removed: the people sacri-
ficed and burned incense still in the high places. He built the 
higher gate of the bouse of the Lord. He built cities in the 
mountains, and castles, and towers in the forests. He pre-
vailed against the Ammonites, so that they paid tribute to 
him. He became mighty because he prepared his ways before 
the Lord his God. Isaiah began to prophesy at the beginning 
of his reign. Jotham reigned sixteen years. -Ahaz succeeded 
Jotham as king of Judah; he not only followed the idolatries 
of the kings of Israel, but he followed other idolatries and 
abominations of the heathen nations. -Micah prophesied in 
this reign: he reproved the princes and prophets of Judah and 
Israel, and said, "Therefore shall Zion for your sake be 
.plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the 
mountain of the house as the high places of the forest." 
Rezin, king of Syria, and Pekab, king of Israel, invaded 
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PERIOD VI.] AHAZ REIGNS. ISATAH PROPHESIES. 

Jerusalem, and besieged Ahaz; they could not overcome him, 
but Ahaz was afraid when he beard that they were leagued 
together against him. Isaiah was commissioned to say unto 
him, "Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be faint-
hearted, because Rezin and Pekah have taken evil counsel 
against thee, saying, "Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, 
and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the 
midst of it. Thus saiih the Lord God, It shall not stand 
neither shall it come to pass." Isaiah also predicted, that 
•within three-score-and-five years Israel should not be a people. 

'Isaiah foretold the coming of Christ, saying, Il Behold a 
virgin shall bear a son, and they shall call bis name •Immanuel;" 
the people of Zebulun and Naphtali were to see the 'great 
light shine—the light of the •Gospel, or the beginning of the 
•kingdom of Christ. He thus describes the blessed effects of 
Christ's ministry in Israel,—" The people that •walked in dark-
ness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of 
the •shadow of death, upon them bath the light shined. Thon 
hast multiplied the nation, wilt thou not increase the joy ? 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as 
men rejoice when they divide the •spoil. For thou hast broken 
the •yoke of bis burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod 
of bis oppressor, as in the •day of l4lidian." Isaiah also pre-
dicted the future glorious reign of the Saviour, saying, "For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the •increase of bis 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon bis kingdom, to order it, and to establish 
it withjudgment and with justice from benceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Ahan–' pos,eseor ;' he began to reign the birth-place and personal chascteriatid 

when he was twenty years old. 	 of the Messiah. 
Micah—•bumble;' be was a native of plowed—it was the practice of ancient 

Mareshah, a small town in the mouth of conquerors to cause a ploughahare to be 
Judah. His prophecy te moat remarkable drawn over a conquered and ruined city, te 
for the clearnoee with which it predicted denote, insulting1y, that iL abouId benomae 
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"PROPHECIES OF THE ME35IAH." [915-606 B.C. 

built upon, but he devoted to agriculture. 1 Titus ii. 13. Jesus Christ is the great source 
There is no record of this having been done of spiritual light and knowledge. 
by the Babylonians, but after the overthrow 	 words; pardon, peace, and 
of Jerusalem by the Romans, a plough w-as sajvatiun fur repentant sinisera who believe 
passed over the consecrated ground as a  
sign of perpetual interdiction. At the pre- 	kingdmw—the moral reign of Christ; the 
sont time the hill of Zion la cultivated in 
several spots 	 ( spiritual ses  dominion which faith in the gos- 

pel ezercises over man. 
invaded—they did this in concert, baring 	voj!c.,i in darkness—owing to their inter- 

for their object the utter extinction of the coise  with the nations on which they 
house of David. and the establishment of a ! bordered the people of these tribes became 
new dynasty; but God confounded their I la= in religions duties and given te idolatry. 
purpose, and delivered Jerusalem because of 
hie promise te his servant David. Less 57. 	—ofd°afA—the neighbouring nations 

The allied kings were speedily overtaken in rejoiced in the idolatry of the sun; but, 
their own devices; Lesson 106, 'slew,' instead of imparting spiritual light, this 
ceci 	 degrading worship was the source of the 

[cuspis—before the expiration of that moral darkness or shadow which oser- 
within—before 	the territory of Zebulun & Naphtali. 

time; it was only from fifty-five tu sixty s  — 
	'spoil,' 'share,"  presents.' years from this time to the colonization of 

Ierael by the tribes introduced by Esar- yoke—Less. 73, 'yoke.' 
haddon ; Leas. 108, 'brought men.' 	 dey f —Less. 37, 'against his fellow; the 

Isaiah--' salvation of Jehovah;' he was j deliverance was effected by God himself, 
the son of Amoz, whom the Jews say was and not by the bow, sword, nor the battle. 
brother te king Amaziah ; he lived during *ouwer—he shall bear all the respon-
the reigns of Ahaz and Hezekiah. His sibility, as well as sustain the entire dig-
prophecies are esteemed as the most sublime pity of undivided rule. 
of the prophetic writings. Isaiah le called 	jntrwa_the extension of Christ's domi- 
the "Evangelical prophet" on account of pion is aise the extension of peace; it is a 
his numerous prophecies concerning Christ mark therefore of gross Ignorance of the 
and the Gospel dispensation. 	 religion of the Gospel te glory in the suc- 

Insmm+vel—'God with us.' 	 cesses of military enterprises as a means of 
greui ligM—John i. 4,5,9; 2 The. 1. 10; propagating Christianity. 

PROPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH. 

"THE PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS nAV E SEEN A GREAT LIGHT." 

Hark! a glad voice the lonely desert cheers: 
Prepare the way! a God, a God appears: 
A God, a God! the vocal hills reply, 
The rocks proclaim th' approaching Deity. 

Lo, earth receives him from the bending skies! 
Sink down, ye mountains! and ye valleys rise 
With heads declin'd, ye cedars, bornage pay; 
Be smooth, ye rocks; ye rapid floods, give way. 

The Saviour cornes! by ancient bards foretold 
Hear him, ye deaf; and all ye blind, behold 
He from thick films shall purge the visual ray, 
And on the sightlese eyeball pour the day. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	IDOLÂTRIES OF AHAZ. 

'Tis he th' obstructed paths of sound shall clear, 
And bid new music charm th' unfolding ear; 
The dumb shall sing, the lame hie crutch forego, 
And leap exulting, like the bounding roe. 

No sigh, no murmur, the wide world shall hear, 
From every face he wipes off every tear ; 
In adamantine chains shall death be bound, 
And hell's grim tyrant feel th' eternal wound. 

106. WICKEDNESS AND CAPTIVITY OF AHAZ. 
2 Chron. xxviii. 3-15 ; 24,25. 2 Kings xv. 29; xvi.-xvii. 2. 
It is said of the idolatry of Ahaz that he sacrificed and 

burnt incense in the •high places, and on the hills, and under 
every •green tree. Therefore the Lord delivered him into the 
hand of the king of Syria, and he and a great multitude of 
his people were taken captive to Damascus. Ahaz was also 
delivered for his •sins into the hand of Pekah, the king of 
Israel, who slew in Judah 120,000 valiant men in one day, 
and carried away captive 200,000 persons and brought the 
spoil to Samaria. But a prophet of the Lord was there 
named •Oded ; and he went out before the host that came to 
Samaria and said unto them, "Behold, because the Lord God 
of your fathers was wrath with Judah, he hath delivered 
them into your hand, and ye have slain them in a rage that 
reacheth up unto heaven. And now ye purpose to keep under 
the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bond-
women unto you: but are there not with you, even with you, 
sins against the Lord your God P Now, hear me, therefore, 
and deliver the captives again which ye have taken captive of 
your brethren; for the fierce wrath of the Lord is upon you." 
Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim stood 
up and said unto them that came from the war, "Ye shall 
not bring in the captives hither." So the armed men set 
them at liberty before the princes of Israel, who clotbed 
them, and fed 6hem, and put the feeble on asses, and brought 
them to Jericho •to their brethren. •Obadiah prophesied of 
the destruction of Edom, for her •pride, and for her wrongs, 
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CONQUESTS OF THE KING OF ASSYRIA. [975-606 B.C. 

and violence to Jacob, saying, "There shall not be any re-
maining of the house of Esau, for the Lord hath spoken it." 

Rezin, king of Syria, recovered Elath to Syria; he •drove 
the Jews from Elath and the Syrians came and dwelt there. 
Ahaz then sent messengers to •Tiglatb-pileser, asking assist-
ance against Rezin. Ahaz sent the •treasures of the temple, 
and of the king's house to Tiglath-pileser; and the king of 
Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it. He carried 
the people captive to Kir, and •slew Rezin. Tiglath-pileser 
also invaded Israel; he conquered the •northern parts of 
Canaan, and carried away the inhabitants captive into Assyria. 
The prophecy of Isaiah against Syria and Israel was then 
fulfilled, for the riches of Damascus, and the spoil of Samaria 
were taken away by the king of Assyria. Hoshea •conspired 
against Pekah, and slew him. 

•While Ahaz was at Damascus he saw an altar, the •pattern 
of which he sent to Urijah, that he might make an altar of 
the same kind. Upon this altar, when he returned from 
Damascus, he •offered sacrifice. Ahaz entirely forsook God; 
he defaced the vessels of the temple, and made altars in 
•every corner of Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, on 
which he burnt incense to false gods. 

After Pekah's death there were wars and disturbances in 
Israel for nine years, when •Hoshea began to reign. He did 
evil in the sight of the Lord. Sbalmaneser, the king of 
Assyria, came against him, and compelled him to pay him 
tribute. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

high places—Less. 74, 1  high places.' 	Obadiah—'servant of Jehovah no- 
green tree—Leas.75, groves,' green thinr is known of the history of thio 

tree.' 	 prophet; he speaks of the pride and 

airs—be proeeeded so far in wicked- cruelty of the Edomites and their des-
neaa as to burn his children in the fire. truction, and of the future restoration 
Jess. 71, 'Ammonites.' 	 and prosperity of the Jewa. 

Oded—there was a prophet of thio pride—they glorigi in the strength 
name in Judah, in the reign of Asa. and security of their rocky fastnessea i 
Less'. 77 - 	 Less. 11, Idumea,' 13, 'Mount Seir. 

to their brethren—a parallel to this act drone—by the boas of this highly 
of kinduesa can scarcely be foond in the I important port, which had been fortified 
history of those wars which human by Uzziah, the kisigdom of Judahwas 
beings bave prosecuted against each deprived of the chief source of their 
other. 	 foreign wealth, for by it they had 
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PERIOD VI.] 	"THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD." 

traffic with Arabie, Penia, India, and 1 while—Ahaz went to Damascus to 
the eastern coast of Africa. Leas. 100, meet his powerfel ally, to congratulate 
' Eloth , I him on his successes. Alias received 

Tiglath-pileser—' lord of the Tigris ;' no advantage from the purchased as. 
Lus. 102, ' N ineveh ;' 101, ' Assyria ; sistance of Tiglath-pileser, for the loan 
he was probably, the son of Pal; of the treaaares sent him impoverished 
Leva. 101, ` Pub.' 	 I the kingdom, and the conquest of parts 

treawrn—being renewed from time of Israel—which lay between Judah and 
fo time by spoils taken in war, the Asayria, prepared the way for the lova. 

y 	 . 	y sion0f Judah by (lie Babylonianswhich 
were generally sufficient, aa well na orcnrred some time after. Lesson 118, 
available, for the purpose of bribing off . taken: 
an assailant or hiring the aid of a for- pattera—lie seems to have been e re eign power. 	

fine as well as an abandoned idolater. 
stuc—he who had plotted the death offered—.no doubt to propitiate the 

of Ahaz is now slain, and hie kingdom goda of Syria, who, as he supposed, 
absorbed in the rapidly increasing do- I were indignant with him for purchasing minion of Assyria. 	 the nid of Tiglath-pileser against Syria. 

northern parts—including the land of This was e heathen practice. Less.77, 
Naphtali, and parts of Asher, Gad, and 'against thee.' 
Manasseh. 	 every corner—Leu. 83, 'goda of the 

conspired—he who conspired fo over- jbills.' 
throw the Purpose of God respecting the 	Aoabee—' salvation;' be was the son 
family of David becomes the victim of of E1eh, and the last of the kings of 
e conspiracy in bis own kingdom. 	Israel. 

THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD. 

Behold the Lord, adore his name, 
And bow with humble dread; 

His awful judgments walk our streets, 
And strike our comforts dead. 

Our pastures mourn beneath his stroke, 
Our cattle languish round; 

O'er their untasted food they fall 
Expiring on the ground. 

Our towns he visita with his scourge, 
And sweeps our strength away; 

Foul spots soft beauty's form deface, 
And youthful charms decay. 

Our foes against our boasted forte 
With haughty scorn prevail; 

Through gates of brasa they burst their way, 
And all our bulwarks fail. 

Oh ! that the nation thus chastis'd, 
Thy Righteousness might learn, 

And, humbled by thy mighty hand, 
To him that smites them turn. 	 DoDDtttPas. 
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107. HEZEKIAH'S REFORMS. 
2 Chron. xxviii. 26-xxx ; 2 Kings xviii. 1-6. 

After the death of Ahaz, his son •Hezekiah began to reign. 
He did that which was right as his father David did. lie 
destroyed all kinds of idolatry, and he brake the •brazen 
serpent that Moses had made in the wilderness; for the 
people in those days •burnt incense to it. He trusted in the 
Lord God of Israel, so there was none like him among the 
kings of Judah, before nor after him. He restored the temple 
service, and sent priests into the temple to cleanse it, as well 
as ail the holy vessels and altars. The temple was afterwards 
•sanctified by burnt-offerings, and by the worship of the king 
and all the congregation. And the people sang praises to the 
Lord with gladness in the words of David. 

Hezekiah then commanded the people to bring their sacri-
fices and burnt-offerings into the bouse of the Lord, and keep 
the passover; and he sent •posts throughont his kingdom 
bearing letters from himself, saving, " Ye children of Israel, 
-turn again unto the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 
and he will return to the remnant of you that are escaped out 
of the hand of the •kings of Assyria. And be not ye like your 
fathers, and like your brethren, which trespassed against the 
Lord God of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to deso-
lation, as ye see. Now, be ye not stiff-necked, as your fathers 
were, but yield yourselves unto the Lord, and enter into bis 
•sanctuary, which he hath sanetified for ever; and serve the 
Lord your God, that the fierceness of bis wrath may turn away 
from you. For if ye turn again unto the Lord, your brethren 
and your children shall find compassion before them that lead 
them captive, so that they shall come again into this land : for 
the Lord your God is gracions and merciful, and will not turn 
away his face from you, if ye return unto him." Some of the 
inhabitants in Ephraim, Manasseh, and Zebulun, mocked the 
messengers, but •others came to Jerusalem. 

Some of those who came to this feast of the passover were 
-not sanctified according to the law of Moses. But Hezekiah 
prayed for them, saying, "The good Lord pardon every one 
that prepareth his heart to seek the Lord God of his fathers." 
They kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with 
great gladness. Then they took counsel to keep it other seven 
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PERIOD VI.] 	HEZEKIAH'S GREAT PASSOVER. 

days: and all the congregation of Judah, and the congregation 
that came out of the land of Israel, and the strangers also 
rejoiced, for •since the time of Solomon there was not the like 
in Jerusalem. Then the priests and the Levites blessed the 
people, and their voice was beard, and their prayer came 
up to God's holy dwelling place, even to heaven. When ail 
this was finished, all Israel that were present went out to the 
cities of Judah, and utterly destroyed all images and altars in 
Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh; after which they 
returned, every man to his inheritance. 

Then Hezekiah commanded the people that •dwelt in Jeru-
salem to give the portion of the priests and the Levites, that 
they might be encouraged in the law of the Lord. And as 
aoon as the commandment came abroad, the children of Israel 
brought in abundance the •firstfruits of corn, wine, and oil, and 
honey, and of all the increase of the field; and the tithe of 
all things brought they in abundantly. Hezekiah wrought 
that which was good, and right., and truth, before the Lord his 
God; and in every work that he began in the service of the 
house of God, and in the commandments, he prospered, because 
he did it with all his heart. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Ifezekiah—'strength of Jehovah;' he healed. Hezekiah boldly trampled on 

was the twelfth king of Judah ; he I this venerable and interesting relic, 
ascended the throne in the twenty-fifth I and upon those feelings of regard with 
year of his age. 	 I which he as well as others naturally 

brazen—Less. 27, 'brazen; 'looked,' J viewed it, when he perceived the idol- 
healed.' 	 I afrous tendencies of the people. He 
burnt—the worsbi of the serpent called it Nehushtan, because be valued 

prevailed in many aneient countries, if only as 'a piece of brass: It had 
especially in Egypt; if exisis in India ( stood 726 years, e monument of God s 
at the present day; its origin is supposed ' mercy to their fathers in the wilderness. 
to be deprecafory, suggested by a 	sancliied— Lesson 20,'sanctify.' 
traditionary fear of his power to inflict 	Passover—this seems to have been Ibe 
injury. The serpent was the symbol of 1  first attempt made hy any of the kings 
power, wisdom, and the healing art; of Judah to call back the subjects oftbe 
trader ail the modifications of its worship kingdom of Israel to the observance of 
if was made the representative of some- the passover in Jerusalem; it is but 
thing good or beneficent. The worship' reasonable In suppose that Hosheas 
of the Brazen Serpent by the Isrneliles permission bad been obtained to allow 
was probably induced by the serpent Hezekiah's messengers to pass through 
worsbip of neighbouring nations; and 'every country; Less.

'further  instroctioas' strengthened by the consideration of the 	r3 Y 	>  
fact that in the wilderness theirwound- 	posts—king's messengers, men who 
ed ancestors looked upon it and were were light of loot and confidential. 
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"SECRET PRAYER." 	[975-606 B.C. 

trarn—he does not ask them to torn 
unto him as their rightful sovereign, 
but unto the pure worship of Jebovab. 

kings—Less. 104,' Pul,' tribute;' 106, 
northern parts. 
sanctuary—'sanctified;' Less. 69. 
others canne—there is no mention of 

any worshippers having come out of the 
tribe of Ephraim; that powerful tribe, 
characterised from nn early date for its 
hanghtiness, sustained the idolatry of 
the calves in proud opposition to the 
temple-service. Those who came to 
Jerusalem were from the northern parts, 
(Leas. 108) where the ravages ot' 
Tiglath-pileser had been experienced. 
not sancted—not ceremonially clean; 

the commandment was urgent, for the 

passover was near. In order to allow 
the fullest time for the people to pre-
pare, the passover was deferred from 
the first to the second month, beyond 
which it could not be postponed. 

since the time—because the Ten 
Tribes bad been separated from the 
worship of God. 

dwelt in Jerusalem—they had in the 
reign of Abaz withholden the dues from 
the levites and priests; it was right 
that they should set the example of re- 
suming the payment of them, for, living 
near the temple, they were at no expense 
in attending its services, while they 
profited by the great influx of people 
from all parts of the country. 

first fruits—Less. 32,' forty-eight' 

SECRET PRAYER. 

Go when the morning shineth- 
Go when the moon is bright—

Go when the eve declineth- 
Go in the hush of night— 

Go with pure mind and feeling, 
Fling earthly thought away, 

And in thy chamber kneeling, 
To God, in secret, pray 1 

Remember all who love thee— 
All who are loved by thee—

Pray, too, for those who hate thee, 
If any such. there be! 

Then for thyself in meekness 
A blessing humbly claim, 

And join with each petition 
Thy great Redeemer's name 

Or if 'tis here denied thee, 
In solitude to pray ; 

Let holy thoughts corne o'er thee, 
When friends are round thy way! 

E'en then the silent breathing 
Of thy spirit raised above, 

Will reach his throne of glory, 
Who is mercy, truth, and love. 

321 



PERIOD 	OLORY OF THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 

O! not a joy or blessing, 
With this eau we compare! 

The power that he bath given us 
To pour our souls in prayer! 

Whene'er thou pine'st in sadness, 
Before bis footstool fall, 

And remember, in thy gladness, 
His grace who gave thee all! 	Mas. FoLt.aN. 

108. PROPHECIES OF MICAH. 
Micah iv. 1-5; v. 2; 2 Kings xvii; xviii. 9-12. 

Micah also prophesied in the days of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah. He spoke of the peace, glory, and prosperity of the 
future kingdom of Christ in this glowing language, "In the 
•last days it shall come to pass, that the •mountain of the house 
of the Lord shall be established •in the top of the mountains, 
and it shall be exalted above the huis: and the people shall 
flow unto it. And many nations shall come, and say, Come, 
and •let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob: and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we shall walk in bis paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he •shall 
judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; 
and they shall •beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up a sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. But 
they shall •sit every man under his vine and under bis fig-tree; 
and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord 
of hosts hath spoken it. For all people will walk every one 
in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the 
Lord our God for ever and ever. In that day, saith the Lord, 
will I assemble her that •halteth, and I will •gather her that 
is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; and I will make 
her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a 
strong nation: and the Lord shall •reign over them in mount 
Zion from henceforth, even for ever." He spoke of the 
ignorance of the people of their duties, and of God's require-
ments, saying, "Wherewith shall I come before the Lord? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves o(s 
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THE PLACE OF TBE MESSIAH'S BIRTH. [975-606 B.C. 

year old P Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
or with ten thousands of rivers of oil P •shall I give my firet-
born for my trangression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul P He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God P" He •fore-
told the birth of Christ at Bethlehem, saying, "But thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thon be •little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth bave 
been from of o]d, from everlasting." 

-Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, found Hoshea conspiring with 
•So, king of Egypt, to throw off his yoke; for he brought no 
tribute as he had done year by year. Therefore the king of 
Assyria shut him up and bound him in prison, in the sixth 
year of hie reign over Israel. Hosea, the prophet, then called 
on the people to trust in the Lord; he said, "O Israel, thou 
hast destroyed thyself : but in me is thine help. I will be 
•thy king; where ie any other that may save thee in all thy 
cities P and thy judges of whom thou saidat, Give me a king 
and princes P I -gave thee a king in mine anger, and •took him 
away in my wrath." But the people would not repent, wherefore 
the Lord sent Shalmaneser against them, and he besieged 
Samaria three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king 
of Israel, Shalmaneser took Samaria, and carried the people 
of Israel away and •placed them in Assyria, and in the cities of 
the Medes. God suffered them to be thus •taken captive for 
their sins against him.; they had forsaken God, served idols, 
and rejected his prophets. The king of Assyrie •brought men 
from Babylon to dwell in the cities of Samarie, who feared 
not the Lord. God sent -lions among them which slew some 
of them. Then the king sent one of the priests of the land 
into Samaria, -to teach the people., 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.. 
last days—the times of the gospel 	is ,he iop—above all rival claims upon 

Dispensation. 	 the holy sympathies of mankind. 
asoansain—Moriah; used figuratively 	let as ge—the Turkish power stands 

of the eialtation, stability, enlargement, in the way of the literal accomplishment 
.ad glory of the Christian church. 	of this prophecy; but it 3f3 erslly 



PERIOD VI.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

considered that the remeval of thi 
barrier is near at band. 

shallfudge—at present injustice pri 
nails over the principles of truth 
change le however et hand. The ltu 
completion of this prophecy will tali 
place when the last of the tour grec 
monarchies is destroyed; Lesson 12. 
successive kingdoms.' 
heal—universalpeace shallcheraete 

ize the reign of the Prince of Peace 
ibis aeromplishmeut must be future,A 
nations bave not yet submitted to b 
cule; there is, however, e general mii  
giving as to the utility of war to pri 
duce peace. 

ait—in batmony, happiness, secarit 
sud industry; Less. 38, 'fig—tree;' I 
'under his own.' 

haltelh—those that deviate from ti 
wap'+ of God, and walk not according i 
hie word. 

gather—a prediction of the return q 
,the Jews Irom their dispersions 1 
,Jerusalem. 

reign—some authorities interpret th 
literally, and maintain that Christ aha 
reign personally in Jerusalem, whig 
others believe that the prophecy i 
figurative, and means only that Jest 
chah l reign by bis word and Spirit inh 
ordinances. 

shall I come—Lesson 45, 'bath ti 
Lord.' 

shall 1 glee—though this would be 
sacrifice ai once revolving lo humanil 
and abominable ta God, yet the beetber 
were guilty of such sacrifices. Less. a 
sacrifice ; 89, 'eldest son.' 

fereloid—the Scribes and Phariseo 
understood this prophecy of.tbe Urih i 
the Messiah, as appears from Matthe 
ii. 5,6. 

liIlle—Both the city and family 
David were in a mean condition at ti 
time of Christ's birth; but God hoi 
ourrd their ' low estate.' 

Shalmanescr—he serceeded Tiglati 
pilecer, and was probe `ly hie son. 

So—he is also enlied Sabacon ; he w, 
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an Etbioplan adventurer who invaded 
Egypt, and took possession ofthe throne. 

thy king—God gracionsly offers te 
supply the place of Hoshea for the good 
of bis oppressed though still offending 
people. Less. 43, 'rejected;' 44, `all.' 

gave—took—referring to Seul and 
Hoshea. I gave yoe Senl, though I 
was displeased with you, I will take 
away Hoshea, and end yoor kingdom. 

placed them—the great body of the 
captives were transported to the bardera 
of the Caspian See, the remofeat dis-
trict in the north of Media. On the 
smooth perpendicular surface of s 
momutain between Babylon and Hama-
dan, the ancient capital of Media, there 
is a sculpture representing e king, 
attended by bis generals, receiving the 
homage of ten captives, supposed to 
represent the ten tribes; the first ofthe 
ten is prostrate, open whom the king 
reste bis feet; the others are tied by a 
rope passing from neck to neck. Less. 
84, `ropes: 

tales eaptive--foretold by Moses; 
Leas. 29,' foretold.' 

brought men---thus was the predietieu 
of Isaiah fully verified ; becs. 105, 
'within;'  for not only were the original 
inhabitants fer removed from their 
country, but their inheritance was givra 
to others. 

'lions—the disturbances wbich had so 
loulF prevniled in Israel gave a check te 
agriculture, and spots formerly under 
cultivation became desert, hence the 
naturel cause for the intense of wild 
animals. Lions do not now exist in 
Palestine. Less. 40, 'lion.' 

te teach—that the God of the Hebrews 
was a true God the henthen nationsdtd 
not doubt, but they limited bis pouce 
and influence to bis country i Less.83, 
'gode of the bills.' The newmhabitents 
0f Sameria, believing that the worship 
of their native gods was au offence to 
the God of Israel, as a punishment tor 
which the lions bad been sent ameug 
them, sent for one of the priesus (of the 
calves) te teach them the worskip of 
Ji hovah. 



HEZEKIAH RESISTS ASSYYIA. [975-606 B.C. 

GOSPEL PROMISES. 
'COME AND LET Cô GO nP TO TUE MOUNTAIN O►  THE LARD- 

Behold the mountain of the Lord 
In latter days shall rise, 

Shall tower above the meaner hills, 
And draw the wondering eyes. 

To this the joyful nations round, 
Ail tribes and tongues shall flow: 
Ascend the hill of God,"—they say, 
"And to his temple go !" 

The beam that shines on Sion's hill 
Shall lighten every land, 

The king that reigns in Sion's towers 
Shall ail the world command. 

No strife shall vex Messiah's reign, 
Or mar the peaceful years; 

To ploughshares shall they beat their swords, 
To pruning hooks their spears. 

No longer boat encountering boat 
Their millions slain deplore; 

They hang the useless helm on high, 
And study war no more. 

Come then, oh come from every land, 
To worship at bis shrine; 

And walking in the light of God, 
With holy beauty shine. 

LooAN. 

109. HEZEKIAH RESISTS ASSYRIA; HIS ILLNESS. 
2 Kings xviii. 7,8,13-16 & 2 Chron. xxxii. 1-8. 

The Lord was with Hezekiah in all things and prospered 
him whithersoever he went forth. He •rebelled against the 
king of Assyria, and he •smote the Philistines even to Gaza. 
At this time -Nahum prophesied of the ruin and desolation of 
Nineveh, and denounced its crimes of lying and robbery. 
Isaiah prophesied against Tyre, "the •mart of nations," which 
should be destroyed, and also against Babylon, "the glory of 
kingdoms," which he said should be swept "with the besoin 
of -destr,  etion." 

In the fourteenth year of Hezekiah's reign •9ennacherib,king 
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PERIOD VL] HEZESIAH'S ILLNESS, HIS LIFE LENGTHENED 

of Assyria, came against the •fenced cities of Judah and took 
them. Hezekiah strengthened Jerusalem for a siege, and 
built up walls and towers, and encouraged the people, saying, 
"With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God, 
to help us, and to fight our battles." •Afterwards, he acknow-
ledged to Sennacherib that he had offended, and offered to pay 
him tribute. Sennacherib appointed him •to pay three-hundred 
talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. And Hezekiah 
gave him the treasures from the bouse of the Lord, and from 
the king's house and he eut off the gold from the doors, and 
the pillars of the temple, and gave it to him. In those days 
Hezekiah was sick unto death. The prophet Isaiah came to 
him, and announced this message from the Lord, " Sef thine 
house in order, for •thou shalt die, and not live." Hezekiah 
turned bis face to the •wall and .wept, and prayed to the 
Lord, saying, " I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I 
have walked before thee in truth, with a perfect heart, and have 
done that which was good in thy sight." Isaiah departed, 
but was commissioned to return, and tell him that God had 
heard hie prayer, and seen his tears, and he would heal him, 
and on the third day he should go up to the house of the 
Lord. He was also to announce to him that God would add 
•fifteen years to hie life, and deliver him from the king of 
Assyria. Isaiah directed that a •lump of figs should be laid 
upon the boil. Hezekiah asked for a sign that he should 
recover. Isaiah inquired if be would have the shadow on the 
•dial to go forward ten degrees, or backward ten degrees. 
Hezekiah said, let the shadow return backward ten degrees. 
Isaiah cried unto the Lord, and he •brought the shadow ten 
degrees backward, by which it had gone down in the dial of 
Ahaz. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

rtbeUed—not against any treaties Nahum—' comforter 	he was a 
made by himself, but against the bond- native of Elkosh, a village in Galilee. 
age to which bis father had submitted, His prophecy against Nineveb, and of 
sud which operated againet Hezekiah's the future downfall of the Assyrien 
Independence. Lesson 106. 	 empire, would console the brefbren of 

smote—like David and Uzsieh (Less. the captives in Judea, and afford them 
66 and 100) he assailed rturh of them as e prospect of their ultimate liberation. 
bad taken possession of parts of bis mari—market; Less. 66 and 123, 
kingdom, and dislodged them. 	`Tyre.' 
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" THE SION OR THE DIAL." 	[975-606 B.C. 

detfrrction—the researches of modern 
travellers corroborate the truth of this 
prediction; the site of Babylon has for 
many years beau forsaken by man - all its 
gorgeons palaces and temples lie in 
ruins, and are the resort of wild beasts; 
the boles and caveras formed by the 
rains are the dens of lions, jackals, 
hy,rnas, lizards, bats, owls, and other 
wild animais. 

Sesnac,erib—he was the son of Shal-
maneser; he reigned but four years. 

fined—defended by fortresses. 
Afterwards—after many of the forti-

fied towns of Judah had been taken; 
Hezekiah probably feared that for some 
sin God was about to deliver him into 
the hand of the king of Assyrie. 
fo pay—about £248,000. of our money. 
thon skull die—intimating that bis 

disease was mortal. 
awlt=—his bed or sofa was probably in 

the corner, the place of honour accord-
ing to eastern notions; a person so 
placed is separated from the company 
present, and shielded by the wall on 
two sides. Less. 52, 1  ait;' 85, 'bed;' 
88, 'down.' 

wept—Lesson 97,' wept.' 
jffbeen years--to no other man was it 

ever granted fo view the approach of 
death with certain knowledge. The 
prolongation of bis life was desirable  

in a political view, for at that time there 
was no direct heir to the crown. 

lump of figs—plasters of moist figs, 
compounded with other substances, were 
commonly used for healing boils; but 
the ulcer of Hezekiah was esteemed 
deadly, and a lump of dry fige was sub-
stituted for the usual plaster; the cure 
being suddenly effected, it was evident 
that it was miraculous sud not natural. 

dial —a son-dial; probably a pillar 
erected in the centre of an open area, 
upon the pavement of whieh lines and 
ligures indicated the progress of the 
son's shadow. 

brou ght-6acka.ard—it is not said 
whether the motion of the earth was 
arrested so as to cause the shadow to 
torn back, or whether the son's rays 
were so disposed as to produce the 
effect. The phenomenon wns observed 
at Babylon and in Egypt, and the 
heathen were thus inatructed that their 
great idol was but a creature in Je-
hovab's band, and under bis control. 

GEOOILAPHICAL NOTE. 
BAnat.oN—the great city which was 

the metropolis of the Babylonien em-
pire; it was situated on the river 
Euphrates, and was celebrated both for 
ifs extent and its magnificent buildings. 
Terrible denunciationsag ainst Babylon 
were uttered by the prophets, especially 
Isaiah; and their predictions have been 
fulfilled. 

THE SIGN OF THE DIAL. 

80 THE SON RETURNED TEN DEGREES, av WHICH DEOa$OS IT WAS GONE DOWN.' •  

'Tis true, of old th' unchanging sun 
His daily course refus'd to run, 

The pale moon hurrying to the west 
Paus'd at a mortal's call, to aid 
Th' avenging storm of wear, that laid 

Seven guilty realms at once on earth's defiled breast 

But can it be, one suppliant tear 
Should stay the ever-moving sphere? 

A sick man's lowly-breathed sigh, 
When from the world he tutus away, 
And bides bis weary eyes to pray, 

Should change your mystic dance, ye wanderers of the sky? 
327 



PERIOD VI.] EMBASSY FROM BABYLON TO HEZEKIAH. 

Father and Lover of our souls! 
Though darkly round thine anger rolls, 

Thy sunshine smiles beneath the gloom, 
Thou seek'st to warn us, not confound, 
Thy showers would pierce the hardeti d ground, 

And win it to give out its brightness and perfume. 
Thou smil'st on us in wrath, and we, 
Even in remorse, would smile on Thee; 

The tears that bathe our otfer'd hearts, 
We would not have them stain'd and dim, 
But dropp'd from wings of seraphim, 

All glowing with the light accepted Love imparts. 
KEBLE. 

110. SENNACHERIB'S INVASION. 
2 Kings xig. 35-37; sa. 12-19. 

•Berodach-baladan, the son of the king of Babylon, heard 
that Hezekiah -had been sick, and he sent letters, and a 
present to Hezekiah. Hezekiah •shewed the messengers all 
his precious things: his silver, gold, spices, armour, and every 
thing he had. Isaiah came and inquired of Hezekiah whence 
the messengers came; and what they wanted P Hezekiah told 
him, and also that he had shown them all his treasures. 
Isaiah then said unto Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the Lord: 
behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that 
which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be 
carried into Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. 
And thy •sons shall be •eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon." Hezekiah said, "Good is the word of the Lord 
which thou hast spoken...Is it not good if peace and troth be 
in •my days P" 

Sennacherib again invaded Judah. He sent his servants to 
Jerusalem, but he himself laid siege to Lachish. His captain 
—Tartan, Rabsaris, and Rabshakeh, boasted of Sennacherib's 
victories over other nations. They said their •gods were not 
able to deliver them from his power, and they railed against 
the God of Jerusalem, as against the •gods of the people of the 
earth, which were the work of the hands of man. Hezekiah 
was comforted by this message from Isaiah, "Be not afraid of 
the words which thou hast heard, with which the servants of 
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HEZEHIAH'S PRAYER—THE ANSWER. [975-606 B.C. 

the king of Assyria have blasphemed me, Behold I will send 
•a blast upon him, and he shall hear a •rumour, and shall return 
to bis own land, and I will cause him -to fall by the sword in 
his own land." And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and 
said, "O Lord God of Israel, which dwellest -between the 
cherubims, thou art the God, even thon hast made heaven and 
earth. Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, Lord, 
thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which 
hath sent him to reproach the living God. Of a truth, Lord, 
the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, 
and have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, 
but the work of men's bands, wood and stone: therefore they 
have destroyed them. Now therefore, O Lord our God. I be-
seech thee, save thou us out of his band, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that thou art the Lord God even thon 
only." In answer to this prayer, Isaiah was to say concerning 
the king of Assyria, "He shall not come into this city, nor 
shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast 
a -bank against it." And the •angel of the Lord went forth and 
smote in the camp of the Assyrians a-hundred-and-fourscore-
and-five-thousand ; in the morning this vast number was found 
to be all dead corpses. Sennacherib returned to Nineveh, and 
as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch bis god -he was 
slain by two of bis sons. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Berodao -baladan, or Merodach-baladan ; a 
name compounded of the names of two of 
the gode worshipped In Babylon, namely 
Merodach and Bel, to which le added adan 
or Lord.. It was usual for the Babylonien 
kings to take their names and titles from the 
Idole they worshipped. This is the first 
king of Babylon we read of, hie predecessors 
having been viceroys to the kings ofAs-
syria He and the prefects of Media and 
Armenia, and other nations tributary to 
Aseyria,threw off their yoke simultaneously. 

Sud been sick—the miracle of the shadow 
of the dial, which bad accompanied Heze-
kiah's recovery, must have been of great 
intorest to a scientific people like the 
Babylonisoe. 

gewed—he was highly flattered by an 
embassy from so celebrated and distant a 
place as Babylon, and he shewed the 
messengers every respect and attention; he 
was also glad to receive the friendly recogni-
tion of a sovereign who, like himself, bad 
renounced the Assyrien yoke. 

sons—grand-children are also included; 
Lesson 83, 'children.' 

arnucha--state servants; attendants In 
the palaces and harems of eastern kings and 
princes; thus was Hezekish's pride and 
ostentations display of hie riches and honour 
to be punished. 

(food.say deys—su interesting ezemplifi. 
cation of oriental submission. 
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PERIOD VI.] "DESTRUCTION OF SENNACHERIB." 

again--oupposed to have been about tbree 
year. later than the expedition mentioned 
in tbe lait Iauoo. 

pod —Leeson 83, 'gode of the bille.' 
a blast—the hot suffocating south-wind, 

called the Simoom of the desert, was made 
additionally destructive to effect the Lord's 
will. 

rwaovr—he beard that Tirhakah, the 
Ethiopian king of Upper Egypt, was march. 
Ing against him with an Immense army. 

toJWi—to be slain 
batweea—Lea.23, 'mercy-.eat,' ' eberubim.' 

bank—a mound of earth, brickn, &s. 
thrown up for the defence of soldiers while 
besleging a city. 

angel—the 'messenger' of Jebovaha 
Indignation waa the pestilential wind refer 
red to above— a bbut.' 

he ceci 	--exasperated by the lou of 
his army, he behaved with great severity 
to the captive Ieraotites. His career was 
soon closed, for bis tyrannical coudant 
excited hie wicked sons to become parricides. 
They slow him, and the prophecy of Iss"ah 
was a000mptlebed in every point. 

DESTRUCTION OF SENNACHERIB. 

NI WILL REND A BLAST UPON HIM 

The Assyrien came down like the wolf on the fold, 
And bis cohorte were gleaming with purple and gold, 
And the sbeen of their spears was like stars on the ses, 
When the blue waves roll nightly on deep Galilee. 

Like the leaves of the forest when summer is green, 
That boat with their banners at sunset were accu; 
Like the leaves of the forest when autumn hath blown, 
That host on the morrow lay wither'd and strown. 

For the angel of death spread his wings on the blast, 
And breathe'd on the face of the foe as be pass'd, 
And the eyes of the sleepers wax'd deadly and chill, 
And their hearts but once heav'd, and for ever grew still 

And there lay the steed with bis nostril all wide, 
But through it there roll'd not the breath of bis pride; 
And the foam of bis gasping lay white on the turf, 
And cold as the spray of the .rock-beating surf 

And there lay the rider distorted and pale, 
With the dew on his brow and the mat on bis mail, 
And the tente were all silent, the banners alone, 
The lances unlifted, the trumpet unblown. 

And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail, 
And the idole are broke in the temple of Baal; 
And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword, 
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord. 

Bxaox. 
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111. PROPHECIES. HEZEKJAH'S DEATH. 

Isaiah xl, alii, xliv, liii, lx-xlv. 2 Chron. aaii. 27-33. 

Isaiah prophesied of many things that were to come to pass 
in the Jewish nation. Some of the events he predicted were 
then near at hand, others were very distant. He spoke of the 
coming of John the Baptist as the •forerunner of Christ, in 
these words, "The voice of him that -crieth in the wilderness, 
prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low : and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough places plain; and the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Of the 
Redeemer he said, '° Behold, the Lord God will come with 
-strong hand, and -his arm shall rule for him: behold, his 
reward is with him, and bis work before him. He shall •feed 
his flock like a shepherd; he shall •gather the lambs with his 
arm, and •carry them in his bosom, and shall gently •lead those 
that are with young." He said that Christ would be the -light 
of the •Gentiles, to open their eyes, and to bring them out of 
the prison-house of ignorance and sin. He thus spoke of the 
sufferings of the Saviour, "11e is -despised and rejected of men ; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we •hid as it 
were our faces from him; he was despised and we esteemed 
him not. Surely he hath -borne our griefs, and -carried our 
sorrows: yet we did -esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
alicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the -chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath -laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he -opened 
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and 
-who shall declare his generation P for he was eut off out of the 
land of the living: for the trangression of my people was be 
stricken. And he made his grave with the -wicked, and with 
the -rich in his death; •because he had done no violence, neither 
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PERIOD Vi.] ISAIAH'S PROPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH. 

was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it •pleased the Lord to bruise 
him: he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin, he shall •see his seed, he shall prolong 
bis days, and the •pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hand. He shall see of the •travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied : by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 
many: for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I 
divide him •a portion with the great, and he shall divide the 
•spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul 
unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; 
and he bare the sin of •many, and made •intercession for the 
transgressors." Isaiah also spoke of the messengers of the 
gospel of Christ, saying, "How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings of good, that 
publisheth salvation ; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth." 
He predicted the coming of •Cyrus to perform •God's pleasure; 
who would cause Jerusalem, and the temple, to be rebuilt. 
He invites all to look to the Lord and be saved, because, "11e 
is God, and there is none else." 

He also foretold the great extension of the Gospel in the 
latter days, when the abundance of the nations, and the power 
and glory of their kings, shall be devoted to the Lord. Then 
Jerusalem shall be called the city of the Lord, the Zion of the 
Holy One of Israel. Then violence shall no more be heard, 
nor wasting and destruction be in the land. The days of mourn-
ing shall be ended; for the people shall all be righteous, and 
shall inherit the land for ever. He that is appointed to bring 
all this happiness upon the earth is Christ, who shall comfort 
all who mourn, tread down the enemies of bis saints, redeem 
his people, and bring in the •glorious year of the Lord. 

Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honour, he made 
himself treasuries for silver, and gold, and precious stones: 
storehouses for the increase of corn and wine and oil, and stalls 
for all manner of beasts and flocks. He made a •water-course 
to the city of David; and God prospered him in all bis works. 
When he died he was buried in the chief of the •sepulchres of 
the sons of David, and Judah and Jerusalem did him honour 
at bis death. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [975-606 B.C. 

forerunner—one who goes before 
another to make ready for him and to 
prepare others for his coming. 

crieth in the wilderness—when eastern 
mooarcha were about to commence an 
important expedition, they sent bar-
bingers before them, especially through 
desert regions, to open passes, level 
roads, and to proclaim their approach. 

strong hand—an exhibition of mighty 
power and majesty. 

his arm—he shall rale for himself, 
not delegating bis authority lo others. 
Less. 57, 'ruler.' 

feed—tbe word means to tend, guide, 
and protect from danger, as well as to 
provide pasture and drink. 

galher—carry--lead—the greatest 
skill, vigilance, and tenderness ere re- 
quired and exercised by eastern shep- 
herds in the management of the large 
Bocks confided to their rare; their 
Bocks roam over extensive wastes all 
day long, the shepherds have to accom-
pony them, leading them to green pas- 
tores and fountains of water, ehoosing 
convenient places of shelter for them 
at noon, gathering them near their tenta 
es night approaches, and if danger is 
apprehended, enclosing them in a fold. 
Constant removals to new pastures are 
requisite, and il is interesting to see 
the shepherds carrying such of the 
lamhs as are exhausted in their arma, 
and gently leading those that are with 
young. 

light—Lesson 105,' great light.' 
Gendiles—all the nations that were 

not Israelites; this prophecy predicted 
the breaking ap of the Mosaic dispen-
satiou. and the extension ol the bless-
ings of the gospel to ail people irrespec-
tive of their language, geographical 
situation, or social condition. 

prison-hoaxe—as those imprisoned are 
debarred from the exercise of liberty, 
an those whose minds are beclouded 
with ignorance and sin cannot enjoy 
the liberty of the sons of God. 

despised and rejected—a general de. 
s ription of our Lord's rejection and 
e -.edition during his abode on earth. 

hid—turned from him with aversion 
and contempt. 

bornes one bearx the load which 
oppresses another. 1 Peter ii. 24. 

carried—like the scape-goat carrying 
the sins of the nation into a solitary 
land. Lev. xvi. 20-22. 

esteem—thougbt ; this was the error 
committed by Job'a friends. Lesson 
I i,' aggravated.' 

chastisement—the punishment neces-
sary to procure peace tor us and in us. 

laid—caused to meet; on him all the 
sins of mankind converged, and their 
punisbment also. Alluding to the 
custom, in making atonement, of laying 
bands un the sacrifice; illustrated in 
tbe law of the scape-goat. Lev. xvi. 
20-22. 

opened not—neither to complain of 
God because of his severe infections, 
nor tu God because of bis ill-treatment 
by man. 

who shalt declare—he was of such 
high and unspeakable dignity, that 
neither men nor angels can declare his 
generation. 

wicked—croeitied malefactors were 
buried near the places of execution; this 
was designed by bis enemies for our 
Saviour. 

rich—the intention ofhis enemies was 
overruled, and, by a special privilege, bis 
body was laid in the tomb of a rich man. 

because—though. 

pleased—it was according to God's 
will; we say of nlfietions that it pleased 
the Lord to send them. Lam. iii. 33. 

see—in the moment of excruciating 
agony he sew that bis sufferings and 
death would save myriads, who should 
efterwar.is acknowledge him as their 
Saviour. Psalm xxii. 30. 

proirmg—the days of the Messiah'a 
reign shall tar outnumber the years of 
ail the princes that ever ruled on earth. 

pleasure—that is the redemption of 
man from sin and condemnation. Exek. 
xxxiii. 11 ; 2 Pet. iii. 9. 

travail —pain, suffering. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	" THE MAN OF SORROWS." 

sotigQed—beceaae the reward shall be 
glorious and perpetual. 

a portion—the multitudes of the na-
tions are given him for bis inheritance 
and rale. 

spoil—the strong and powerful despoil 
the poor and weak; but Christ shall 
take bis share from those mighty 
oppressors. 

many—used for ail mankind. 
intercession—prayers, supplication for 

others. 

Cyras—foretold byname one-hundred 
years before his birth. 

God's pleasure—the redemption of bis 
people from captivity in Babylon. 

glorious year—commonly called the 
millennial day of glory. 

maler-coarse—a new aqueduct to 
supply Jerusalem with water. 

aepeiclires—Less. 55, 'sepulchre Ç 66, 
'buried i' 9T, 'let down.' 

THE MAN OF SORROWS. 
SHB 1S DESPISED AND REJECTED OF MHN 

Despised is the Man of Grief, 
Rejected, and denied belief, 
By them whose sorrows He hath borne, 
For whose transgression He is torn, 
Whose mortal weakness He hath worn. 

The mighty One the Son of God, 
Hath humbly kiss'd affliction's rod, 
That by His stripes we might be heal'd, 
Our pardon by His blood be seal'd, 
And boundless mercy stand revealed. 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
And turn'd aside from wisdom's way, 
But He bath saved us from our sin; 
Our God the ransom-Lamb hath been, 
Our God hath saved us from our sin! 

Oh let us cast each vice away, 
Which thus the Son of God could slay ! 
With contrite heart and weeping eye 
Behold the Saviour's cross on high, 
And every sin and folly 9y ! 

112. MANASSEH'S IDOLATRY AND REPENTANCE. 
2 Kings xxi. l-18; 2 Chron. xxxiii. 

-Manasseh succeeded Hezekiah at the early age of twelve 
years. He walked not in the good ways of hie father, Heze-
kiah, for he restored all kinds of idolatry: he built au altar 

334 



CAPTIVITY OF MANASSEN. HIS REPENTANCE. [975-606 B.C. 

for •Baal, made a •grove, worshipped the •host of heaven, and 
built altars for the host of heaven in the •courts of the temple. 
He set a graven image in the house of which the Lord had 
spoken to David and Solomon, saying, "In this house, and in 
Jerusalem which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, 
will I put my name for ever." Manasseh seduced Judah to 
do more evil than the nations whom the Lord destroyed before 
the children of Israel; and he filled Jerusalem with •innocent 
blood. •God spake to Manasseh and his people and they 
would not hearken. Then God said he would deliver them 
into the hands of their enemies; and that they should become 
a •prey and a •spoil to all their enemies. So he brought upon 
them the host of the •king of Assyria, and they drew Manasseh 
through •thorns, bound him in fetters, and carried him •to 
Babylon. 

When Manasseh was in affliction he humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers, and •prayed unto him. 
The Lord heard his supplication, and •again brought him to 
his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord, he was 
God. He repaired Jerusalem, took away the strange gods, 
and the idol out of the house of the Lord, and all the altars that 
he had built, and cast them out of the city. And he repaired 
the altar of the Lord, and sacrificed thereon peace-offerings and 
thank-offerings, and •commanded Judah to serve the God of 
Israel. Still the people sacrificed in the high places, but only 
unto the Lord their God. After a reign of fifty years, Man-
asseh died and was buried in the •garden of his own house, in 
the garden of Vzza : and •Amon his son reigned in his stead. 
Amon was two-and-twenty years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. He did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, as did Manasseh his 
father: for Amon sacrificed unto all the carved images which 
Manasseh his father had made, and served them; and hum-
bled not himself before the Lord; but Amon trespassed more 
and more. And his servants •conspired against him, and •slew 
Mm in his own house. But the people of the ]and slew all 
them that had conspired against Amon; and they made Josiah 
his son king in his stead. 
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PERIOD VI.] " FERVENT VOWS AND PETITIONS." 

Masaueh—' forgetting Ç he mast have in Jerusalem (Leas. 110) which induced 
been born the third year after Heze- him to corne up and besiege it. 
kiah's illness; owing to hie youth he 	!horns—some suppose that he bad 
was probably led astray by the princes, hidden himself in a thicket when he was 
many of whom still adhered lo the idol- captured; some that he was scourged 
atries practised in the reign of Ahaz; with thorns, a common mode of torture 
Leas. 98,'princes.' 	 in the East; while others believe that 

Baal—Less. 33, 'Baal.' 	the word rendered 'thorns' only means 
grove—Less. 75, 'grove.' 	that be was taken alive. 
host of heaven—Leas. 33,' Ashtaroth;' 	to Babylon—laaiah's prediction (Lea. 

78,' Zidonians.' 	 110) began to be ful1111ed. 
courts—Leas. 68, 'temple.' 	 prayed—Leas. 69, 'prayed for;' the 
innocent blood—Less. 98, 'require it prayer of Menasseh, which is in the 

it is believed that the prophet Isaia apocryphal books of the Old Testament, 
was emongthose slain by Mana.-seh, and ezpreesee in the strongest possible terms 
that he was sewn asunder; but there the greatness of his guilt, misery, and 
is no sacred record of Ibis. Heb. ai. 87. repentance. 

God spake—by bis servants the plo- again broughl—twelve years after his phets' 	
101, ,torn.' 	 removal from Jerusalem. prey—Less.  

spoil—Less. 53 & 105, 'spoil: 	commanded—he endeavoured to bring 
king—this was Esarbaddon called bis people beck to the service of God, 

Asnapper in Ezra iv. 10, by wisom the whom he bimself had misled to the ser-
colomate from Samaria were brought vice of idols. 
over Less. 108,' brought' The royal 	garden—Less. 55,'sepulchre.' 
family in Babylon hnving become es- Amon—' mechanic.' 
tinct, the Assyrien king again brought 	conspired—Less. 99'  conspired;' 100, 
that city under bis yoke; there he beard 'When be turned: 
of all the treasures which had been seen slew—Less. 99,' the law: 

FERVENT VOWS AND PETITIONS. 

In darkness willingly I strayed; 
I sought Thee, yet from Thee I rov'd; 

For wide my wandering thoughts were spread 
Thy creatures more than Thee I lov'd : 

And now, if more at length I see, 
'Tis through thy light, and comes from Thee. 
Give to my eyes refreshing tears, 

Give to my heart chaste hallow'd fires; 
Give to my soul, with filial fears, 

The love that all heaven's host inspires 
That all my powers, with all their might, 
In thy sole glory may unite. 

Thee will I love, my Joy, my Crown! 
Thee will 1 love, my Lord, my God 1 

Thee will I love, though all may frown, 
And thorns and briers perplex my road 

Yea, when my flesh and heart decay, 
Thee shall 1 love in endless day. 
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IDOLATBY DESTROYED IN JUDAH AND ISRAEL. [975-606 B.C. 

113. JOSLI,H'S GOOD REIGN. 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 2 Kings xxii-xxiii. 23. 

-Josiah began to reign at eight years old. He walked in all 
the ways of David his father, while he was yet young, for in 
the •eighth year of his reign, he began to seek after the God of 
David his father ; and in the twelfth year he began to purge 
Judah and Jerusalem from every kind of idolatry. And the 
people brake down the altars of Baalim in his presence; and 
the images were cut down; and the groves, and the -carved 
images, and the molten images, he brake in pieces, and made 
dust of them, and -strewed it upon the graves of them that had 
sacrificed unto them. And he burnt the -bones of the priests 
upon their altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. And 
so did he in the •cities of Manasseh, and Ephraim, and Simeon, 
even unto Naphtali; he then returned to Jerusalem. In the 
eighteenth year of hie reign Josiah sent three of the chief men 
of the city to repair the house of the Lord. The king's mes- 
sengers obtained the money that was brought into the house 
of (iod, which the Levites that kept the doors had gathered, 
and they delivered it into the hand of the workmen; and the 
men did the work •faithfully. A book of the law of the Lord 
given by Moses was -found by Hilkiah, in the temple, and it 
was carried to the king, and read to him by Shaphan the 
scribe. When the king heard it he rent his clothes for grief, 
because the fathers of Judah had not kept the word of the 
Lord. He sent unto Huldah the prophetess to know the 
Lord's will respecting Judah and Jerusalem; and Huldah 
returned this answer, "Tel! ye the man that sent you unto 
me, Thus saith the Lord, Behold -I will bring evil upon this 
place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the -curses 
that are written in the book which they have read before the 
king of Judah: because they have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense to other gods, that they might provoke me to 
anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath 
shall be poured upon this place, and chai] not be quenched. 
And as for the king uf Judah who sent you to enquire of the 
Lord, so shall ye say unto him, Thus sai~h the Lord God of 
Israel, Because thine heart was -tender, and thou didst humble 
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PERIOD VI.] THE BOOK OF THE LAW READ. 

thyself before God, when thou heardest hie words against .this 
place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and didst rend thy 
clothes, and weep before me; 1 have even heard thee also, 
saith the Lord. Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and 
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave •in peace, neither shall 
thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring upon this place, 
and upon the inhabitants of the same." Josiah then assem-
bled all the elders of Judah in the temple, and the words of 
the book were read to them ; and the king and the people 
made a covenant to walk after the Lord, and to keep his 
commandments. The king then destroyed every place, altar, 
and custom of idolatry throughout the land. He brake down 
the altar at Bethel, and thus •fulfilled the prophecy of the man 
of God of Judah, to whose bones he shewed •respect. He •slew 
all the idolatrous priests, and he kept a •greater feast of the 
passover than had been kept since the days of Samuel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Josieh—foretold by name 330 years 
before his birth • Less.74,'Josiah.' He 
was the tifteeoth king of Jadah. 

eighik—the young people of the East 
are much more precocious than those of 
the west; et sixteen, boys are con-
sidered competent for many of the duties 
of manbood. 

carved—molten—Less. 84, ' graven,' 
molten.' 
screwed—thereby defiling or dishon-

ouring them. 
bones—they were ea..ily discovered by 

the inscriptions upon the tomb.stones• 
or perhaps a separate sepulebre had 
been allotted for the interment of the 
priests. 

cities of—he went throughout Sam-
aria also, to the very extremity of the 
land of Israel; pultinc down idolatry 
even among the nations who now 
colonized that country, though they 
were not of the children of Israel. 

faithfully—they were men of such 
approved honesty, that "there was no 
re:•koning made" of the money that was 
delivered into their bands. 

found—this copy bud probably been 
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in use in the temple service, and was, in 
the time of Manasseh's persecution and 
idolatry, either thrust aside by the ruth-
less idolaters who ravaged the bouse of 
God, or concealed by one of the priests 
who afterwards fell e victim. It is not 
to be supposed that itwas the only book 
of the law (hen estant, but that it was 
an ancient and authentic copy, if not the 
original written by Moses. From the 
time of Moses to that of Josiah was 
muoh less than 1000 years, and there 
are manuscripts in existence of this 
age. 

I mill bring evi-having framed them. 
selves to a more holy course of conduct, 
the people promise themselves peace, but 
the prophetese foretells their approach-
ing ruin. 

curses—written in Dent. x:viii. 15-09. 
tender—meek,enitent; he humbled 

himself, rent bis clothes and wept ; these 
were inward and outward tokens of his 
penitence. 
in peace—though he was slain inbattte 

(Less. 115) yet he saw noue of tie 
calamities which God brought oa 
Jerusalem. 

fu filled—Less. 74. 



"PRAYER OF THE RIGHTEOUS." [975-606 B.C. 

respeet—when engaged in superfin- greater feast—all the outward obser. 
tending the removal of the bones of the vances were performed with solemnity 
idolatrous priests at Bethel he eepied and ezactness, according to the Iaw; 
the epitaph of the man of God who and upon that account, there was none 
came from Judeh ; these and the bones like it since Samuel's time. The sacri-
of the old prophet who brought him lices were expensive, but ou this 
back, Josiah would not allow to be occasion, the king, the princes, and the 
disinterred. 	 chief of the priests and Levites gave 

stem—Less. 81, 'slew.' 	 liberally. 

PRAYER OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 

To thee, O God, my prayer ascends, 
But not for golden stores; 

Nor covet I The brightest gems 
On the rich eastern shores: 

Nor that deluding empty joy 
Men call a mighty lame ; 

Nor greatness, with its pride and state, 
My restless thoughts inflame: 

Nor pleasure's fascinating charma, 
My fond desires allure: 

But nobler things than these from thee, 
My wishes would secure. 

The faith and hope of things unseen 
My best affections move ; 

Thy light, thy favour, and thy smiles, 
Thine everlasting love: 

These are the blessings I desire; 
Lord, be these blessings mine— 

And all the glories of the world 
I cheerfully resign. 

ROWE. 

114. PROPHECIES OF ZEPHANIAH & JEREMIAH. 
Zephaniah i. Jeremiah i. ii. 

In the reign of Josiah, the prophet - Zephaniah uttered many 
severe denunciations against the inhabitants of Judah because 
of their idolatry. He said, "I will utterly consume all things 
from off the land, saith the Lord. I will consume man and 
beast: I will consume the -fowls of the heaven, and the -fiches 

of the sea, and the •stumblingblocks with the wicked; and I 
'will cut off man from off the land, saith the Lord. I will 
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PERIOD VI.] PROPHECIES OF ZEPHANIAH AND JEREMIAH. 

also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the iii-
habitants of Jerusalem ; and I will cut off the -remnant of Baal 
from this place, and the name of the -Chemarims with the 
priests: and them that worship the host of heaven upon the 
-housetops ; and them that worship and that swear -by the Lord, 
and that swear by -Malcham ; and them that are turned back 
from the Lord; and those that have not sought the Lord, nor 
inquired for him; and I will punish the princes, and the king's 
children, and all such as are clothed with -strange apparel." He 
also declared God's judgments against the Philistines, Moabites, 
Ammonites, Ethiopians, and Assyriens. He foretold the 
captivity of Judah, but exhorted them to await their restoration, 
and to rejoice in their salvation—" Sing, O -daughter of Zion; 
shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all thy heart, 0 
daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord hath taken away thy judg-
ments, he bath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, -even 
the Lord, is in the midst of thee; thou shalt not see evil any 
more. I will bring you again, even in the time that I gather 
you : for I will make you a -name and a praise among all people 
when I turn back your captivity before your eyes." 

-Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, a priest of Anathotb ; 
he lived during the reigns of Josiah and the succeeding 
kings of Judah. The word of the Lord came to him, 
saying, "Before thon wast born I sanctified thee, and I or-
dained thee a prophet unto the nations ;" Jeremiah answered, 
"Ah, Lord God! behold, I -cannot speak: for I am •a child." 
But the Lord said unto him, "Say not, I am a child; for thon 
shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I 
command thee thon shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: 
for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord. Thon 
therefore -gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them 
all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest 
I confound thee before them. For, behold, I have made thee 
this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls 
-against the whole ]and, •against the kings of Judah, 
-against the princes thereof, •against the priests thereof, and 
•against t.he people of the land. And they shall fight •agai.st 
thee ; but they shall not prevail •against thee; for I am with 
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JEREMTAH'S REPROOFS. 	[975-606 B.C. 

thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee." He was then commis-
sioneda  to -reprove the Jews for their idolatries,—to tell them 
of the certain punishments which awaited them—and to exhort 
them to repentance. He spoke of the desolations which should 
come on Judah from the north, and of the ingratitude of the 
people to God, in -defiling with idolatry, the good and plentiful 
land he had given them. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Zephania/—'defended of the Lord; 
if is supposed that he was of the tribe 
of Simeon, but of this, and of the place 
of his nativity there is no certain in-
formation. 

beast—God's jndgmenta should extend 
to the inferior animais aa in the land of 
Egypt. Leas. 18, 'Sth,6th,7th plagues.' 

fowls fates—even the birds and the 
8shes were to be involved in the des-
olation, so that man should be de-
prived both of their direct and indirect 
benefits to bite. 

stumbling-blocks—idola; with the 
wicked I will destroy those idols which 
bave been stumbling-blocks to them. 

remnant—the idolntry of Baal which 
Ahaz had introduced was removed by 
Josiah, but the secret desires of many 
for its restoration was known to Him 
whose words inspired the prophet; 
Lesson 98, 'princes.' 

Chemarim—a name given to the idola-
trous priests of Baal. 

house-tops—Less. 88, 'lattice;' where 
sitars were raised for the worship of 
the heavenly hosts in their brightness; 
the view of Ihe heavens would be there 
uninterrupted. 

by the Lord—and, doc.—Lesson 81, 
'hait,' 'two opinions.' 

Matcham- or Moloch; Lesson 71, 
'Ammonites;' 106, 'oins;' the peuple 
continued to offer their children te Mo-
loch notwithstanding the reformation of 
Josiah. 

strange apparel-ihe habiliments of 
idolatry; there were peculiervestments 
belonging to the worship of each idol. 

daughter of Zion—it is a common 
custom fo represent places by the figure 
of a woman; Less. 101, 'desolate.' The 
people collectively of a place are also 
thus spoken of—as daughter of Jerusa-
lem for people of Jerusalem. 

even the Lord—Lear. 43, 'rejected: 
name—Less. 3, ' Shem ;' 5, 'name.' 
Jereminh—' exalted of the Lord ;' he 

was very young when called to the 
prophetic office, on which account he 
felt extremely diffident in accepting the 
call of Jehovah. He was of the family 
of Aaron, and lived at Anathoth, one of 
the cities of the priests. 

Before—See Acts xv. 18 ; Gel. i. 15,16. 
cannot speak—a similar pica was urged 

by Moses; Exod. iv. 9-13. 
a child—not strictly within the years 

of childhood but young; Leas. 66, 's 
little child.' 

gird—Less. 47,' girdle;' 81, 'band of 
the Lord.' 

against—the opposition, hatred and 
persecution 0f ail classes should be 
directed against him, but God's pro-
lection and care would be more than 
sufficient to preserve bite from them ail. 

reprove—the idolatries were so in-
creased that, like neighbouring nations, 
they bad a tutelary deity for every pity 
of Judah. 

aejf ag—Lea. 30, 'give.' 
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PERIOD VI.] JOSIAH GOES AGAINST PHARAON-NECHO. 

LIGHT IN DARKNESS. 

Rejoice not over me, my foe, 
Though fall'n, I am not slain; 

In mightier power than thon canst know 
I shall arise again. 

Think not, though clouds may gather round, 
That mine is starless night ; 

Even amid that gloom profound 
The Lord will-be my light. 

Such is their language, Lord, whose hearts 
All confidence disown, 

Save what Thy word of truth imparts, 
And crave Thy power alone. 

Thou art to them in darkest hour 
Their comfort, hope, and stay ; 

Well knowing that thy arm of power 
Can make their darkness day. 

These meekly strive to bear thy 'rod 
With patient, reverend awe, 

Conscious that they, 0 righteous God, 
Have disobey'd thy law. 

BARTON. 

115. JOSIAH IS SLAIN. 
2 Chron. xxxv. 20-24; 2 Kings xxiii. 29-35. 

When Josiah had completed the repairs of the temple, 
Necho, king of Egypt, came up to fight against Carchemish, 
by the Euphrates, and Josiah -went out against him. But 
Necho sent ambassadors to him, saying," What have I to do 
with thee, thon king of Judah P 1 come not against thee this 
day, but against the house wherewith I have war; -forbear 
thee from meddling with God, who is with me, that he destroy 
thee not." Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from 
him, but •disguised himself, and came to fight in the •valley of 
Megiddo. And the archers shot at king Josiah ; and the king 
said to his servants," Have me away; for 1 am sore wounded." 
His servants therefore took him to Jerusalem, where he died. 
All Judah and Jerusalem -mourned for him : for there was no 
king before him nor after him that turned to the Lord with 
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HABAKKUK PROPHESIES. 	[975-606 B.C. 

all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, as 
he did, according to the law of Moses. 

The people made •Jehoahaz, a younger son of Josiah, king 
after his father; he reigned ouly three months, and did evil. 
Pharaoh-Necho •deposed and imprisoned him; he also -exacted 
tribute of one-hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold 
from the kingdom; be made •Eliakim king, and changed his 
name to Jehoiakim. The king procured the tribute from the 
people, and paid it to Pharaoh-Necho. 

At this time •Habakkuk prophesied ; he lamented the ini-
quity of the land; after which he described the Chaldeans as 
a •bitter and hasty nation, which should march through the 
breadth of the land to possess the dwelling-places that were 
not theirs. The prophet then humbly prayed that God would 
look upon Judah while under the debasing tyranny of the 
Chaldeans ; he foretold the overthrow of the Babylonish 
kingdom ; prayed that the Lord would revive his work in the 
midst of the years, and in wrath remember mercy. He also 
thus expressed his own confidence in God, "Although the 
.fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall 
be no herd in the stalls; •yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation." 

NOTES AND 
went out—Josiah was an ally of tht 

king of Babylon, and he was bound b~ 
treaty Io assist the Babyloniensagsins1 
their enemies. The government of al 
the land of Israel had been restored tt 
Manasseh his grandfather, when he wa, 
liberated from prison in Babylon; anc 
it seems certain that Josiah ruled over 
the whole land, as David and Solomot 
ruled over it before the separation o 
the tribes. 

forbear—this warning Josiah heedec 
not, because be questioned the preten• 
cions of a heathen king to a divin 
commission. Sennacherib assumed the 
same authority when he invaded Judah 
in the days of Hezekiah, but he and hie 
army were overthrown. Leu. 110. 

EXPLANATIONS. 

disguised—as did Ahab; Lesson 86, 
'disguised.' 

valley of—this battle with the king of 
Egypt, was fought at Megiddo, a town 
of the tribe of Manaaseh, in the middle 
of the kingdom of Israel, where Josiah 
would bave bad no business, if he had 
not been king of that kingdom as well 
as of Judah. 

mourned—Less. 49, 'lamented.' 
Jedoalax—'the Lord's possession;' 

hr was also called Shallum; though he 
was the fourth son of Josiah, the people 
preferred him before the rightful heir, 
on what ground does not appear. 

deposed—he was offended with the 
people for acting contrary to established 
usage. Necho was returning from 
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PERIOD VI.) 	"RASA% gIJK~9 RESOLVE." 

Carcbemisb to Egypt at tins time; be 
took wilh him Jeboabaz as a captive. 
end the propbecy of Jeremiab (xxii. 10-
12) respecting him was thus fulillled. 

rmscied—tbe land of Israel was now 
tributary fo Egypt; the nom amounted 
to £52,000 the smallness of which, come 
suppose, slows the depressed and im-
poverisbed condition of the Jews. 

Etiakim —called also Jeboiakim—'the 
Lord confirma ;' bis new name was 
given him probably under the idea that 
God would confirm the appointment. 

AabaMuk—' be wbo embrasse ;' we 
have no information concerning bis 
birth-place, or the tribe to which he be-
longed; he foretold the destruction of 
Babylon, as did Nahum the overthrow 
of the Assyrian kingdom—the two na-
tions by which Israel and Judah were 
carried away captive. 

biffer und hasty--carrying destruction 
in their march, and rapid in the execu-
tion of their military enterprises. 

fta-tree—the 9g-tree bas no visible 
blossom, the Bower is within tbe fruit 
and comes to maturity in concealment. 
The budding of its leaves always indi-
eetes the approach of nommer, and is 
thus referred to by the prophet ns e 
figure of returning Prosperity. Lesson 
50,' Bga;' 103, `gatherer.' 

yet—his joy in God and confidence in 
his goodness would remain unabaken, 
notwithstanding these national cala-
Inities. 

CEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
CARcREMISH--a town of Assyrie on 

the Euphrate% wbich Pbaraoh-Nebo 
took and fnrtifed. Ais garrison Ras 
taken & destroyed by Nebuchadneuar. 

EnPHRATES—tbe great river of Asie 
wbich bowed through the garder of 
Eden; it rises in the mountains of 
Armenia, flows by Syria, Mesopotamia, 
and the ruins of the great city, Babybn, 
and falls into the Persian Golf. 

HABAKKUK'S RESOLVE. 
"THOUGH THE FIG TREE SHALL NOT SLO~SODf—I WILL JOY IN THE GOD 

OF MY SALVATION." 

Though the fig tree my bower that o'ershaded 
Refuse what it scatter'd before; 

Though the vine's wreathed curtain all faded, 
Refresh with its clusters no more;— 

Though the olive, lov'd symbol of heaven, 
Be guarded and cherish'd in vain; 

Tbouirh the field, for the blessing once given, 
But t'le thorns and the thistle retain;— 

Though the home where the herd is retreating 
Its sweet-flowing stores should withhold; 

Nor voice of the flock's tender bleating, 
Be beard in the desolate fold ;— 

These joys are the moonbeam that waneth, 
While the sun, whence it sprung, is the same; 

Jehovah, my Saviour, remaineth, 
And I will rejoice in his name. 

Undried is that fountain of pleasure, 
Whose drops mid this wilderness fall, 

Still safe, still untouched is my treasure, 
For mine is the Giver of all. 	 WAIRINO. 



JEREMIAH PROPHESIES. PASHUR SMITES HIM. [975-606 S.C. 

116. PREDICTIONS OF JEREMIAH. 

Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah declared God's judgments against Judah for their 
sins; he mourned over the impenitence of the nation, and 
bewailed the punishments which God threatened to inflict 
upon them. He thus spoke, "Be astonished, •O ye heavens, 
at this, and be horribly afraid, •be ye very desolate, saith the 
Lord. For my people have committed two evils; they have 
forsaken me the •fountain of •living waters, and hewed them 
out •cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water." Having 
pointed out some of their transgressions, he proceeded thus ;-
"° Shall I not •visit them for these things P saith the Lord: 
shall not my soul be •avenged on such a nation as this? For 
the •mountains will I take up a weeping and wail;ng, and for 
the •habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they 
are •burned up, so that none can pass through them ; neither 
can men hear the voice of the cattle ; both the fowl of the 
heavens and the beast are fled; they are •gone. And I will 
make Jerusalem •heaps, and a •den of dragons; and I will make 
the cities desolate, without an inhabitant." Before delivering 
this prediction, Jeremiah felt deeply distressed for his country-
men, and he exclaimed, "0h that my head were waters, and 
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night 
for the slain of the daughter of my people P" The Lord com-
manded him to declare that the Jews should be •utterly cast 
forth, and if they asked, " Whither iP" he was to tell them, 
" Such as are for death, to death, and such as are for the 
sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the 
famine; and such as are for captivity, to the captivity." He 
also predicted the speedy captivity of the Jews, and the deso-
lation of their country. -Pashur smote Jeremiah, and put him 
in the •stocks, when he heard that he prophesied these things. 
On the morrow, when he brought him forth, Jeremiah de-
nounced him, and in the words of the Lord, said he should be 
a •terror to himself, and his eyes should see Judah given to the 
]king of Babylon, and the people taken captive. Of Jehoiakim 
tie predicted, that the people should •not lament for him, but 
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PEE1OD VI.] 	OF THE RECHABITES. 

that he should be buried with the -burial of an ass, drawn and 
cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem. He repeated the 
sentence of God against Jerusalem and the temple to the 
assembled people, and they said he should surely die. The 
princes then came from the king's house to the bouse of the 
Lord, and the priests and people accused Jeremiah to them of 
prophesying against the city. He called on them to repent, 
and said the Lord had sent him thus to prophesy. The princes 
said he was not worthy to die, and some of the elders asked if 
former prophets who had prophesied against Jerusalem had 
been put to death, and as they were not, they would not con-
sent to the death of Jeremiah. 

The -Rechabites were descendants of Jonadab, the son of 
Rechab, who charged them and their children to drink no wine 
all their days, nor to build houses, nor to sow seeds, nor to 
plant vineyards, but to dwell in tents. When Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, came against Judah they left their tents for 
fear of the Syrians, and came to dwell at Jerusalem. They 
were taken into one of the chambers in the house of the Lord, 
and wine •was set before them, but they refused to drink, saying 
that Jonadab their father had commanded them to drink no 
wine. Jeremiah was then ordered to condemn the men of 
Judah for their disobedience to God, and to •bless the Rechab-
ites for their obedience to their father's injunction. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Ope heavens—a poetic and sublime Jerw clem ; the beauty and force of the 
expression of surpri.e and abhorrence I figure hence appears. 
et the wickedness, folly, and ingratitude I niai!—come to punish. 
of the people. 	 I aoenged—Less. 112,' innocent: 

6e ye desolate—let your lights be I movniains—on whish the vine and 
obscured. 	 I olive flourished. Less. 103,' motmtains.' 

fosnfain—a spring or source of water; I  habitations—postures for Bocks. 
in the Eaot perpetanl founfaine or I burned up—by drought and the 
springs of' living water are of incl- scorching rays of the snn. 
culable value. God is the source of gone—for want of sustenance. blessing to all his needy creatures. 	

heaps—this prophecy bas been liter- 
living—always flowing. 	 I ally fulfilled. 
cisfer, s—bowls, or larger receptacles I  den of dragons—a place of horror and 

for the retention of rain and other I desolation, inhabited by dangerous and 
water; those to which the prophet alii- I unclean ereatures, particularly beasts 
ded were the tanks so mach m ase in I of prey, and reptiles. 
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NOTES, EXPLANATIONS, ETC. [975-606 B.C. 

.sueriy cast forth—after enumerating regarded. The cry raised in Eastern 
the evils of the pestilence, the sword, families on the death of a member la 
famine, and captivity, the prophet de- very appalling, and is continued at 
clares that the people shall be removed intervals till the interment of the body. 
into all the kingdoms of the earth; Leas. 49,'lamented: 
being a repetition of the remarkable burial of aa asa—a most ignomiaioas prophecy of Moses. Dent. zzviii. YS ; doom—to be cast forth to the beasts 
and one which has been literally fui- mid birds of prey. Less. 54,' buried.' filled. 

Pashur—he was a priest and the head priests and people—their combination 
of bis family, and he had authority in against Jeremiah indicated the general 
directing maltera connected with the defection of the nation. 
temple, and keeping good order there. 	princes—their candour is deserving 

stocks—a machine in which the hands praise; the justice and humanity of the 
and fret of a prisoner are confined ; ibis prince.+ formed e favourable contrnrt 
punishment was awarded to those who with the wicked designs of the priests 
assumed the prophetic office without a and people. 
proper call, or who being true prophets, 	Rechabilea—Lasa. 95, ' Jehonadab.' hnd conducted themselves unbecom- 
ingly. The word here rendered' stocks' soma set—not to tempt them to violate 
is translated' prison' in 2 Chron. xvi. 10, their vow of abatemiouaness, but to ex. 
where the imprisonment of Hanani by hibit their fidelity to their encestor's 
Asa is recorded; Less. 77. 	 rommaud in contrast with the infidelity 

terror Io himself—he should be bis of the Jews to the law of (heir God. 
own tormentor. 	 bleu—s promise was given that the 

not lament—the nos,•observance of rare of Jehonadab should never berome 
this ancient and universal custom woe id extinct, and that some of ils members 
show the dreadful extremities to which should ever be included among the wor•• 
the inhabitants would be reduced, when shippers of the True God. A tribe of 
the respectful usages and common feel- Rechabites was recently met with by an 
ings of humanity would be utterly dis. eastern traveller. 

HEBREW MELODY. 

From the hall of our fathers in anguish we fled, 
Nor again will its marble re-echo our tread, 
For the breath of the Siroc has blasted our name, 
And the frown of Jehovah has crush'd us in shame. 

His robe was the whirlwind, hit voice was the thunder, 
And earth, at his fpotstep, was riven asunder; 
The mantle of midnight had shrouded the sky, 
But we knew where He stood by the flash of His eye. 

O Judah ! how long must thy weary ones weep, 
Far, far from the ]and where their forefathers sleep? 
How long ere the glory that brighten'd the mountain 
Will welcome the exile to Siloa's fountain. 

Mas. J. G. Baaoxs. 
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PERIOD VI.] BARUCH WRITES TUE PROPHECIES OF JEREMIAH. 

117. OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND JEHOIAKIM. 

Jeremiah xxv. 11,12; xxxvi. ; 2 Chron. mvi. 5-7. 

Jeremiah was again sent to reprove the people of Judah for 
their idolatry and disobedience, and to say that God would 
bring •Nebuchadnezzar against the land and its inhabitants, 
and against all the nations round about. He said, "The 
whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment; and 
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 
But at the end of the •seventy years God will punish the king 
of Babylon, and make the land of the Chaldeans perpetual 
desolations." 

The word of the Lord came to J eremiah, saying, Il Take 
thee a -roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I 
have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and 
against the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the 
days of Josiah, even unto this day. It may be that the house 
of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto 
them; that they may return every man from his evil way; 
that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin." Then Jere-
miah called •Baruch, who wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah 
all the words of the Lord, which he had spoken unto him, 
upon a roll of a book. And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, 
saying, "I am shut up ; I cannot go into the house of the 
Lord; therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast 
written from my mouth, the words of the Lord in the ears of 
the people in the Lord's house upon the •fasting day; and also 
thon shalt read then in the ears of all Judah that come out of 
their cities. It may be they will present their supplication 
before the Lord, and will return every one from his evil way: 
for great is the anger and the fury that the Lord hath pro-
nounced against this people." And Baruch did according to 
all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the 
book the words of the Lord •in the Lord's house. Michaiah 
declared unto the princes of Judah all that he had heard 
Baruch read; and they sent for him, and commanded him to 
sit down and read it in their ears. The princes said they would 
inform the king of the words which he had read, and told 
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THE KING DESTROYS THE ROLL oF PROPHECY [975-606 B.C. 

him and Jeremiah to go and hide themselves. The king sent 
Jehudi to fetch the roll, and he began to read it in the ears of 
the king and the princes. And when Jehudi had read three 
or four leaves, the king cut it with a 'pen-knife, and cast it into 
the fire that was on 'the hearth, until all the roll was consumed. 
•Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the 
king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words. He 
sent men to take Jeremiah and Baruch, but 'the Lord hid them. 

When Jehoiakim had reigned three years, Nebuchadnezzar 
came up to Jerusalem, and he bound Jehoiakim in fetters, to 
carry him to Babylon; he afterwards liberated him on his 
promising to pay tribute to Babylon, but he took captive many 
of the 'nobles and their •children. He also took away the 
vessels of the house of the Lord, and put them in his temple 
at Babylon. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Nebuehadneszar—' Nebo chief of the gode ;' 

be was the eon & sueceseor of Nabopolassar, 
in whose reign the Assyrien empire was 
overturned, and Nineveh reduced to a heap 
of ruina. Nebuchadnezzar was et this time 
engaged in waging war with several nations 
east of the Euphrate& 

seventy —this remarkable prediction 
received Its accomplishment when Cyrus, 
after the overthrow of the Babylonien 
empire, gave permission to the Jews to 
return to their own land. Leas. 127, 
• proclamation.' 

rosi—Lesson 30, 'book of the law.' 

punish—Less. 126, 'included.' 
Baruch—' blessed;' he was a man of 

dlntinguished family & of firm integrity, he 
was Jeremiah'e personal friend, and acted 
as hie secretary; it le supposed that he 
survived Jeremiah a few years, but the 
place of bis death le unknown. 

listing-day—a day appointed for a national 
fast because of the evils which threatened 
the city; they hoped thereby to avert the 
wrath of God against them. 

ira the Lord's douse —Baruch rad the roll 
frein the window of theroom over thegate- 

way (Lees. 61, ' chamber') leading to the 
great court or area of the temple where all 
the men of Israel assembled to worship God. 
Lesson 68, 'Temple.' 

Michaiah —he was the son of Gemarlah, 
and grandson of Shaphan, a scribe of the 
temple. Having beard Baruch read the 
terrible predictions of Jeremiah In bis fa. 
ther's official chamber, Michalah very pro-
perly considered it to be his duty to report 
what he had heard te hie father and the 
other scribes and councillors. 

pen-knife—the pens were probably made 
of reeds. 

MAe hearth—probably the fire was in a 
brazier, as now used In the East. 

yet—they were all hardened and impeni-
tent rejecters of the warnings and invita-
tions of the Lord. 

the Lord hid them—they were concealed 
In such a placethat they were notdiscovered. 

nobier—princes of the Jews, members of 
the royal family, heads of tribes; they were 
taken as hostages for the good faith of the 
king. 

chfldren—Lemur 110,' eunuchs. 
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JEBUSALEM A WARNING TO THE GENTILES. 

Ir GOD 8PAaED NOT THE NATURAL BRANCHES, TARE HERD LEST Ha 
ALSO SPARE NOT THEE ^ 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem 1 enthroned once on high, 
Thou favour'd home of God on earth, thou Heaven below the sky! 
Now brought to bondage with thy sons, a curse and grief to see, 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem I our tears shall flow for thee. 

Oh! hadst thou known thy day of grace, and flock'd beneath the wing 
Of Him who call'd thee lovingly, thine own anointed King, 
Then had the tribes of all the world gone up thy pomp to see, 
And glory dwelt within thy gates, and all thy sons been free! 

"And who art thou that mournest me?" replied the ruin grey, 
"Ami fear'st not rather that thyself may prove a castaway ? 
I am a dried and abject branch, my place is given to thee; 
But woe to ev'ry barren graft of thy wild olive-tree li 

"Our day of grace is sunk in night, our time of mercy spent, 
For heavy was my children's crime, and strange their punishment; 
Yet gaze not idly on our fall, but, sinner, warned be, 
Who spared not His chosen seed may send His wrath on theel 

"Our day of grace is sunk in night, thy noon is in its prime; 
Oh turn and seek thy Saviour's face in this accepted time! 
So Gentile, may Jerusalem a lesson prove to thee, 
And in the new Jerusalem thy home for ever bel" 

lissas. 
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PERIOD VII. 
THE CAPTIVITY AND THE RETURN OF THE JEWS. 

B.C. 606—B.C. 400. 206 years. 

118. DANIEL AND HIS FRIENDS. 
Daniel j; 2 Kings xxiv. 1-20. 

Nebuchadnezzar directed •Ashpenaz to •select from among 
the captives brought from Judah, the 'noblest, the most beauti-
ful, and the most skilful of the princes. Children in whom 
was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom 
and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such 
as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom 
they might teach the •learning aud the tongue of. the Chaldeans. 
And the king appointed them a daily provision of •the king's 
meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them 
three years, that at the end thereof they might •stand before 
the king. Among them were -Daniel, and his •three friends, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Daniel purposed in his heart 
not to •defile himself with the king's meat, and God gave him 
favour with Ashpenaz. Their portion of meat was taken 
away, and they were fed ou •pulse ; and they were •fairer than 
all those who ate of the king's meat. God blessed Daniel 
and his friends in their captivity, and gave them knowledge 
and •skill in all learning and wisdom. And Daniel had under-
standing in all •visions and dreams. 

After •Jehoiakim had served Nebuchadnezzar three years 
he rebelled against him. And the Lord sent against Judah, 
to destroy it, •bands of the Chaldees, the Syrians, the Moab-
ites, and of the children of Ammon. All this came upon 
Judah at the commandment of the Lord. Jehoiakim died, 
and bis son •Jehoiachin succeeded him. He reigned only three 
months and did evil; against him Jeremiah prophesied, 

Soon after, Nebuchadnezzar again besieged Jerusalem, and 
the king and the princes were •taken captive to Babylon. The 
•treasures of the kings house and the temple were taken to 
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PERIOD VII. THE POOR ONLY LEFT IN THE LAND. 

Babylon, and all the mighty men, and •craftsmen, and smiths 
in the land. None were left in the land save •the poorest of 
the people. -Zedekiah was then made king over Judah and 
Jerusalem. He also did evil, and Jeremiah was commanded 
to declare God's judgments upon him and his people. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Ashpenaz—the chief household officer 
of Nebnchadnezzar; he was himself a 
man of rank and eminence. 

select—Lesson 83, ' children ;' 110, 
'eunurhe: 

noblest—the children of the princes. 
most beautifrl—a fine person bas al-

ways been a recommendation for royal 
service, more especially in the East. 
Less. 44, 'higher.' 

learning—the language, literature, 
and science of Chaldea ; great pains 
were taken to naturalize captives of 
rank in foreign courts. 

the king's meal—according to thé 
practice of eastern courts they were to 
be supplied with such food and wine as 
were served at the king's table. 
stand before—as acknowledged per- 

sons of wisdom, quelifed to advise the 
king on important matters. 

Daniel—' God's judge;' he was of the 
tribe of Judah, and of an illustrious 
family, if not of royal descent.. 

three friends—Less. 124, ' Hanauiah, 
Misbael, and Azariah' 

delle—the flesh, wine, and other food 
brought to the king's table were cotise-
crated to bis idol, and eaten toits honour 
bv the persons composing the court of 
Babylon. Leas.43,' daughters.' 

pulse—pense, beans, lentiles, &c. 
which composed the food of the laborers 
and poorer class of people. 

fairer—God blessed their humble fare 
becaa'e of their scrupulous sud tender 
eonceru to est and drink only fur his 
glory. They honoured God by their 
firm and pious refusal ; but et tie same 
time it is certain that abstinence from 
wine anal rich food ie no injury, but 
rather an improvement to the health 
of residents in the East. 
skill in ail, t c.—besides theknowledge 

they 35~reviously gained, they were  

now insfrurfed in ail the learning of the 
Chaldeuns, as Moses had been in all 
the wisdom of Egypt, and after a time 
tbey were found to be "ten times" 
better informed "in all matters of wis-
dom and understanding" than the wise 
men of Babylon. 

visions and dreams—as Joseph was; 
not, however, in Idle or casuel dreams, 
but in such as were sent trom heaven. 
Les.15,'dream;' 124, 'dreamed dreams;'  
125, 'second dream,' 'vision.' 

Jehoiakim—the eldest son of Josiah; 
it. was in the fourth year of bis reign that 
Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. 

banda—armies; but these nations sud 
others were to be subjugated by Nebu- 
cbadnezzar, and they were to serve 
Babylon seventy years. Kings and 
Princes are instruments of Providence 
In human affairs. 

Jehoinchin—also called Coniah and 
Jeconiah; lie was taken captive and 
remained in Babylon many years; the 
prophecy of Jeremiah against him was 
fulfilled. 

taken caplive—foretold by Moses, Les. 
29,' foretold;' by Isaiah, Les. 110;and 
by Jeremiah, Less. Il?, `seveuty: 

Treasures—some of these treasures 
were taken in Jehoiakim's reign, en 
additional quantity was taken on ibis 
occasion, together with the remnant of 
the wenithy and skilful of the people. 

craflseien—zmilhs—to prevent the 
possibility of future rebellion by de-
priving the Israelites of the menus of 
miking armour and wenpons of war. 
the poorest—the class of pensaetry, 

und the less wealthy & skilful citizens. 
Zedekiah—'the Lord's justice; he 

was a son of Josiah; his name was ai 
lirst Mattaniab, but it was changed by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 



JEBEMIAH WHITES TO THE CAPTIVE JEWS. [606-400 B.C. 

FALL OF JEHUSALEM. 

Fallen ia thy throne, O Israel! silence ia o'er thy plains,— 
Thy dwelling all lie desolate, thy children weep in chaîna! 
Where are the dews that fed thee on Etham'a barren shore? 
That fire front heav'n which led thee, now lights thy path no more! 

Lord! thou didst love Jerusalem; once she was ail thy own; 
Her love thy fairest heritage, her power thy glory's throne. 
Till evil came and blighted thy long lov'd olive tree: 
And Salem's shrinea were lighted for other gods than thee. 

Then sank the star of Solyma, then pass'd ber glory's day; 
Like heath that in the wilderness the wild wind whirls away. 
Silent and waste ber bowers, where once the mighty trod, 
And sunk those guilty towers where Baal reign'd as God. 

" Go," said the Lord, "ye conquerors! steep in ber blood your swords; 
And raie to earth her battlements, for they are not the Lord's! 
Tell Zion's mournful daughter, o'er kindred bones she'll tread; 
And Hinnom's vale of slaughter shall bide but half ber dead! 

"But soon shall other pictur'd scenes in brighter vision rise, 
When Zion's sun shall sevenfold shine on all ber mourners' eyes; 
And on her mountains, beauteous, stand the messengers of peace; 
'Salvation by the Lord's right hand!' they shout, and never cease." 

119. JEREMIAH'S EXHORTATIONS. 
Jeremiah xxix-xxxi. 

Jeremiah wrote this •letter to the elders of the Jews, to the 
priests, and to the prophets who were carried away into 
Babylon; "Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto 
all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be 
carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; build ye houses, 
and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of 
thein...marry.. and •seek the' peace of the city whither I have 
caused you to be carried away captives, and •pray unto the 
Lord for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 
For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; let not 
your prophets and your •diviners, that be in the midst of you, 

deceive you, neither hearken t.o your dreams which ye cause 
ta be dreamed. For they prophesy falsely onto you in my 
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PERIOD VII. HE REPROVES THE FALSE PROPHETS. 

name: I have not sent them, saith the Lord. For thus saith 
the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon 
I will •visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in 
caq,ing you to return to this place. For I know the thoughts 
that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil, to give you an •expected end. Then shall ye 
call upon me, aiid ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will 
hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when 
ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will be 
found of you, saith the Lord: and I will turn away your cap-
tivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all 
the places whither I have driven you, saith the Lord; and I 
will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be 
carried away captive." Jeremiah declared God's judgments 
against Ahab and Zedekiah, wbo propbesied •falsely in tbe 
name of the Lord; also against Shemaiah who caused the 
captives in Babylon to trust in •a lie, and to rebel against the 
Lord. He again spoke of the redemption of the Jews from 
the land of their captivity, and of the prosperity which should 
come upon their nation; and proceeded to say, "Behold, the 
days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant 
with the bouse of •Israel, and with the bouse of Judah: I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; 
and will be their God, and they shall be my people. They 
shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, •Know the Lord: for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more." Jeremiah also foretold the massacre of the 
infants at Bethlehem, and said of his own people," Israel bath 
not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God...t.hough their land 
was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel." A false 
prophet named Hananiah said that within the space of two 
years the people should return from captivity. Jeremiah 
denounced him for making the people to trust in alie, and said 
that he should die during that year, for teaching rebellion. 
So he died the same year in the seventh month. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 	[606-400 B.C. 

fitter—Jeremiab wrote in the name 
of "The Lord of hosts;' the purport 
of bis letter was in assure them that 
their captivity would extend to seventy 
years, and that it wan their duty to be 
reconciled to their condition, and not 
to expect e more speedy retlro, for 
that would make them restless and 
uneasy. 

seek—every unworthy and criminel 
desire to promote disorder and to spread 
discontent in the Babylonien kingdom 
would be visited with God's displeasure; 
Lesson 51, 'guiltless.' While actively 
engaged in pursuits beneficial to others 
they would promote their own good. 

pray—they were not only in endea-
vour by their acts to promote the pros-
perity of Babylon but they were to 
pray for its peace. 

yostr prophets—listen not to those 
whom God disowns as bis servants and 
ministers—who flatter you in your sinful 
desires. 

diviners—men who practised foolish 
and wicked acte for the purpose of dis-
coverinF future events, pretending to 
ascertain the mind and will of God. 
These practices were an abomination 
to God. Leas. 52, `divination.' 

riait—in e good sense; to comfort 
you and restpre you to your own land. 
His promise was fulfilled to very few 
then living, but it is common in scrip- 

tare to speak of blessings bestowed 
on children as if they were made good 
to theirprogenitors, 

expected end—what God bad decreed 
would be eccnmpliched in bis appointed 
time; the terminationof their captivity 
should not be lest in doubt & obscurity. 

falsely —these faine prophets asserted 
the speedy downfall of the BnbyIonian 
kingdom, and the return of those in 
captivity to their brethren and homes 
in the land of Israel, They thus dis. 
quieted the captives, preventing them 
from obeying the Lord's directions to 
settle down contentedly in Babylon. 
These two men were also guilty of gross 
immorality, and Nebuchadnezzar put 
them to a cruel death. 

a Ue—the sentence against Shernaiah 
was that lie should have no posterity 
nor see the good that the Lord would 
do for bis people. 

naso covenant—Jer. zui. 3144; Heb. 
viii. 8-13. 

Israel—Judah—the two kingdoms 
should be united under one government. 

know the Lord—the Gospel, or new 
covenant, should possess a grenier de. 
gree of light, and a clearer knowledge 
of Divine truth than had yet. been pro-
claimed, or than the unassisted reason 
of man should be able to discover. God 
will, by bis grace, make his people able 
and willing to receive and understand 
the Gospel dispensation. 

THOUGHTS OF PEACE. 
"THOUGHTS OF PRACE, AND NOT OF EVIL TOWARDS YOU. 

Viler than dust, 0 Lord, are we; 
And doth thine anger cease? 

And doth thy gracious heart o'erflow 
With purposes of peace? 

And dost thou with delight reflect 
On what thy grace shall do? 

And with complacency of soul 
Enjoy the distant view? 

And can thy often injured love 
So kind a message send, 

That thou to ail our lengthen'd woes 
Wilt give a blessed end 
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PERIOD Vii. j THE LAWS RESPECTING BOND-SERVANT$. 

Whv droop our hearts? why flow our eyes, 
While such a voice we hear? 

Why rise our sorrows and our fears, 
While such a friend is near? 

To all thy other favours adds 
A heart to trust thy word, 

And death itself shall hear us sing 
While resting on the Lord. 

DODDRIDGE. 

1O. JEREMIAH DENOUNCES THE PRINCES. 
Jeremiah xxxiv. Ezekiel. . 

God commanded Jeremiah to tell Zedekiah, that he would 
give the city to the king of Babylon, and it should be burned 
with fire, and that the king should be taken captive. Zede-
kiah made a covenant to •proclaim liberty to all in the land 
'who were bond-servants. •Soon after the princes brought 
them again into subjection. Jeremiah condemned their con-
duct, and reminded them of God's merciful laws towards 
bondmen; he said, " Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel; 
•I made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondmen. saying, At the end of seven years ]et ye go every 
man his brother an Hebrew, which bath been sold unto thee; 
and when he hath served thee six years, thon shalt let him 
go free from Âhee ; but your fathers hearkened not unto me, 
neither inclined their ear. And ye were now turned, and 
had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man 
to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in 
the house which is called by my name : but ye turned and 
polluted my name, and caused every man bis servant, and 
every man bis handmaid, whom he had set at liberty to return, 
and to be unto you for servants and for bandmaids. There-
fore thus saith the Lord; ye have not bearkened unto me, in 
proclaiming liberty, every one to bis brother, and every man 
to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for •you, saith 
the Lord, to the sword, to the pestilence, and the famine 
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EZEKIEL PROPKESIES IN BABYLON. 606-400 B.C. 

and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of 
the earth. And I will •give the men that bave transgressed 
my covenant into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand 
of them that seek their life: and their dead bodies shall be 
•for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the 
earth. And Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his princes will I 
give into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them 
that seek their life, and into the hand of the king of Babylon's 
army, which are -gone up from you. Behold, I will command%  
saith the Lord, and cause them to return to this city; and 
they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it with fire: 
and •I will make the cities of Judah a desolation." 

Ezekiel prophesied to the captive Jews in the land of the 
Chaldeans by the river Chebar. He spoke of the judgments 
of God on Jerusalem, saying, "A third part of thee shall die 
with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed 
in the midst of thee; and a third part shall fall by a sword 
round about thee : and I will scatter a third part into all the 
winds, and I will draw out a sword after them. .So it shall be 
a -reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astoiiishment 
unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall exe-
cute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious 
rebukes. I the Lord have spoken it." He thus predicted the 
fate of Zedekiah; "and the prince that is among them shall 
bear upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth: 
•they shah] dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he shall 
cover his face, that he see not the ground with his eyes. My 
•net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my 
snare: and I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the 

Chaldeans; yet shall he •not see it, though he shall die there. 
And I will -scatter toward every wind all that are about him 
to help him, and all his bands; and they shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I shall scatter them among the nations, 
and disperse them in the countries." He exhorted idolaters 
to repent for fear of God's judgments, but promised to re-
member his •covenant, and to be merciful in the last days, 
when Judah should know the Lord. 
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PERIOD VI.] 	NOTES, EXPLAN.ÇTIONS, &C. 
proclaim liberty—the humane and be-

nevolent enactment of Moses against the 
bondage or their brethren (Exod. xxi. 2) 
had no doubt been neglected, as well as 
other important laws, for the selfshneaa 
of the men of wealth and power are 
frequently condemned in the prophetir 
writings ; but when they saw the mighty 
army brought before the city by Nebu-
chadnezzar, they felt a temporary im-
pulse ta act uprightly,—they probably 
required their aid also in defending the 
City. 
' Soon alter—an Egyptian army having 
made a show of roming te the assist-
ance of Jerusalem, the Chaldenns 
marched against them ; and as soon 
aa they had turned from before the city, 
the selfishness and injustice of the 
princes towards those whom they had 
released returned. 

I made—Ex. xxi. 2; Dent. :v. 12-14. 
you—this was the general sentence 

against all the people. 
give the men—the special punishment 

of those who violated the covenant so 
recently made is here detailed. 

for meat—Lesson 54, 'buried Ç 63, 
birds—beasts;' 76, `dogs.' 
gone ep—to meet the Egyptian army. 

ici!! make—Less. 68, 'If thon wilt;' 
98, 'wrath.' 

reproach—Less. 69, la proverb.' 
judgmenfa—Less. 18, 'deceived;' 88, 

' requ i ted ;' 58, 'sword;' 78,' j udgment ;' 
99, 'shed' 

they shall dig—the process of digging 
through walls was not very diflcult, as 
they were often composed only of clay  

and snn•burnt bricks. The Jewn say 
there was a subterranean passage 
which led from Mount Zion to the vi-
cinity of the outer wall of the city, 
probably one of those constructed by 
the Jebusites (Less. 56, 'chief and 
captain'); through such e passage, 
stopped up, both at ifs place of en-
trance and egress, Zedekiah and those 
with him might have escaped. 

ne!—,snare—he should be entangled 
by his enemies • as birds are snared in 
a net when about to rise from the 
ground into liberty, so should Zedekiah 
be captured by the enemy when he 
emerged into the open country. 

not ase il—Jeremiah hnd foretold 
(chap. xxxiv. 8) that Zedekiah should 
ace the king of Babylon, which was ful-
filled when he stood before him at 
Riblab to receive bis sentence; and 
this prediction of Ezekiel received its 
accomplishment also, for Nebuched-
nezzar bad Zedekieb'a eyes put ont 
previous to bis being removed to Baby. 
ion as a captive, Less. 122. Josepbas 
tells na that Zedekiah thoagbt these 
two prophecies inron.istent with each 
other and therefore believed ueitber, 
but they both actually came to pass. 

staffer--also foretold by Moues; 
Lesson 29, 

covenant—Leas. 6, 'a great nation;' 
8, ' covenant;' 57, 'redeem, &c.'; 7E, 
'afflict;' 117, 'seventy,' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
CHBBAa—a river of Meaopotamis, 

which falls into the Euphrates; it was 
the scene of one ot Ezekiel'a visions. 

SONG OF A CAPTIVE JEW IN BABYLON. 
'OUR HOUSE, OUR BEAUTIFUL HOU$ , WHERF OUR PATHERE WOR.SHIPPED, 

la BURNED WITH FIRE." 

Let the proud veil of darkness be roll'd from before thee, 
O Lord! and descend on the wing of the storm: 

Dispers'd or enslav'd, are the saints that adore thee, 
And the rude hands of strangers thy temple deform : 

And Salem, our Salem, lies ]ow and degraded, 
While far from her ruina in exile we pine ; 

Yet still is the hope of thy remnant unfaded- 
The hand that implante it, Jehovah, il thine. 
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ZEDEKIAH REBELS AGAINST NEBUCHADNEZZAR. [606-400 B.C. 

Alas 1 we were warn'd, but we reck'd not the warning, 
Till our warriors grew weak in the day of despair: 

And our glory was fled as the light cloud of morning, 
That gleams for a moment, and melts into air. 

As the proud heathens trampled o'er Zipn's sad daughter, 
She wept tears of blood o'er her guilt and her woe; 

For the voice of her God had commission'd the slaughter, 
The rod of his vengeance had pointed the blow. 

Though foul are the sins, oh thou lost one! that stain thee, 
The blood of atonement can wash them away ; 

Though galling and base are the bonds that enchain thee, 
The God who impose'd them can lighten the sway. 

For a star yet shall rise o'er the darkness of Judah, 
A branch yet shall flourish on Jesse's proud stem ! 

And Zion shall triumph o'er those that subdued her, 
Yea, triumph in giving a Saviour to them! 

DALE. 

121. ZEDEKIAH'S REBELLION. 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 13-16; Jer. xxxii. 

Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar and did not 
humble himself before Jeremiah when he spoke to him from 
the Lord. The priests and the people also transgressed, for 
they -mocked the messengers of God, despised his words, and 
misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against his people, and there was -no remedy. Therefore God 
brought upon them the king of the Chaldees. 

In the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, Nebuchadnezzar 
besieged Jerusalem, and soon after Zedekiah shut up Jeremiah 
in prison for predicting the fall of Jerusalem and the captivity 
of Zedekiah. While in prison Jeremiah shewed his faith in 
God's promises of the return from Babylon, by buying from 
Hanameel, his unclé s son, a field in Anathoth. He then took 
•witnesses of the purchase, to whom he expressed his belief in 
the word of the Lord, that the Jews should again possess 
houses, and fields, and vineyards in the land, though it was 
then given up to the Chaldeans. And he prayed to God, and 
said, "Ah, Lord God, behold, thon hast made the heaven and 
the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there 

359 



PSSIOD VIL] 	OOD OOMFORTS JEREMIAH. 

is nothing too hard for thee: thon shewest lovingkindness unto 
thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into 
the bosom of •their children after them : the great, the Mighty 
God, the Lord of hosts, is his name, great in counsel, and 
mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon the ways of 
the sons of men: •to give every one according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings: and hast brought forth 
thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt -with signs, and with 
wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched out 
arm, and with great terror; and hast -given them this land, 
which thon didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land 
flowing with milk and honey : and they came in and -possessed 
it: but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; 
they have done nothing of ail that thou commandedst them to 
do: therefore thon hast caused all this evil to come upon them; 
and what thon hast spoken is come to pass; and, behold, thon 
seest it. And thon hast said unto me, O Lord God, Buy thee 
the field for money, and take witnesses; for the city is given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans." God then comforted Jeremiah 
by again assuring him that he would gather the people out of 
all lands, and bring them again into their own land to dwell 
safely. ci And they shall be my people, and I will be their 
God: and I will give them one heart, and one way, that they 
may fear me -for ever, for the good of them, and of their chil-
dren after them: and I will make an -everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not tum away from them, to do them good; 
but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not de-
part from me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, 
and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole 
heart and with my whole soul. For thus saith the Lord, Like 
as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will 
I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them. 
And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is 
desolate without man or beast ; it is given into the hand of the 
Chaldeans." The Chaldeans departed from Jerusalem when 
they heard that Pharaoh's army was come up out of Egypt 
against them. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 	606-400 B.0 
asoeked —en evidence of their utter dis-

bellef of the threatenings of the Lord, and 
thorough reckleseneas of the consequences 
of their transgressions. God regards the 
Injustice, cruelty, and even disrespect with 
which his servants and ministers may be 
treated as if done to himself. 

norenedy—their impenitence and hard-
ened acts of wickedness precluded the mer-
ciful interposition of God. 

toitneue—the deed of sale was formally 
drawn up, and signed by the principals in 
the presence of witnesses who signed their 
mans also; a copy was then taken for 
ordinary reference, and the original was 
sealed and carefully preserved as a record 
to be produced at a future time. 

(heir children—those of them, who, having 
before their eyes the example of their par-
ent'e obstinacy, chose, in despite of Goda  

warnings, exhortations, and chastisements, 
to pursue similar unholy courses, would 
receive a more severe infliction of Gode 
wrath. 

to give—Less. 72, 'judgments;' 'secret.' 
with signe—Less 17, ' signs ;' 18 & 19, 'the 

pies.' 
gwen—Lees. 6, ' this land;' 30, 'give,' 
poareued-Less. 32, 'divisions of Canaan. 

for ever—the fulfilment of this promise la 
still remote, for at present the Jewa are not 
of one mind, nor are they In possession of 
the land which God gave unto their fathers. 

everlaiting covenant—when this expression 
is applied to the Gospel dispensation there 
ie a peculiar emphasis In it, implying that 
it should never be abolished nor give way to 
any other dispensation. Les. 72,' if—build; 
98, 'wrath.' 

THE CAPTIVE'S SONG. 
• HOW CAN WR SING. THE LORDS SONO IN A STRANOR LAND." 

We sat us down by Babel's streams, 
And dreamed soul-saddening memory's dreams, 
And dark thougbts o'er our spirits crept 
Of Sion—and we wept, we wept' 
Our barps upon the willows hung 
Silent, and tuneless, and unstrung; 
For they who wrought our pains and wrongs, 
Asked us for Sion's pleasant songs. 
How can we sing Jehovah's praise 
To those who Baal's altars raise 
How warble Judah's freeborn hymns, 
With Babel's fetters on our limbs f' 
How chant thy lays dear Fatherland 
To strangers on a foreign strand 
Ah no! we '11 hear grief's keenest sting, 
But dare not Sion's anthems sing. 
Place us where Sharon's roses blow; 
Place us where Siloe's waters flow; 
Place us on Lebanon, that waves 
Its cedars o'er our fathers' graves 
Place us upon that holy mount, 
Where stands the temple, gleams the fount; 
And love and joy shall loose our tongues, 
To warble Siou's pleasant songs. 
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PERIOD VII. 	JEREMIAH ACCUSED BY IRIJAH. 

If I should e'er, earth's fairest gem, 
Forget thee, O Jerusalem! 
May my right hand forget its skill, 
To wake the elumbering lyre at will ! 
If from my heart, e'en when most gay, 
Thy memory e'er should fade away, 
May my fougue rest within my head 
Mute as the voices of the dead 1 

NEILE. 

122. JEREMIAH IS IMPRISONED. 
Jeremiah xxxvii. xxxviii. & lii. 

After the Chaldeans had departed from Jerusalem Jeremiah 
-intended to go into the land of Benjamin ; but when he 
was in the gate, Irijah a captain of the ward, took him, 
saying, "Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans." Jeremiah 
said, 'l It is false." Irijah brought him to the princes, and 
they cast him into •prison. He was afterwards put into a 
noisome 'dungeon for prophesying; -Ebed-melech the -Ethio-
pian spoke to the king in his favour, and he was taken out of 
the dungeon, and remained in •the court of the prison. During 
all this time he tried to persuade the king to trust in the word 
of the Lord, and to •deliver himself to the Chaldeans to save the 
city from destruction; but he could not prevail. Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the prison till the day the city was 
taken. Now the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, while 
he was shut up in the court of the prison, and he said to Ebed-
melech the Ethiopian, "Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel; behold I will bring my words upon this city 
for evil, and not for good; and they shall be accomplished in 
that day before thee. But I will 'deliver thee in that day, 
because thou hast •put thy trust in me, saith the Lord." 

When the city was besieged the famine was very sore; and 
in the ninth day of the fourth month of the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah's reign, the city was •broken up and all the men of 
war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the way of 
the gate between the two walls, which was by the king's 
garden; and they went by the way of the plain, for the Chal-
deans were by the city round about. But the army of the 
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ZEDE%IAH IS TAKEN AND CAIIEIED INTO BABYLON. 

Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook Zedekiah in 
the 'plains of Jericho; and all bis army was scattered from 
him. Then they took the king, and carried him up unto the 
king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath; where he 
gave judgment upon him. And the king of Babylon slew the 
sons of Zedekiah before his eyes: he slew also -all the princes 
of Judah in Riblah. Then he •put out the eyes of Zedekiah; 
and the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him 
to Babylon, and put bim in prison till the day of his death. 

The chief of the vessels of the temple, of brass, and gold, 
and of silver, were taken away to Babylon, and •the house of 
the Lord, and the king's house, and all the houses of the great 
men were burned with fire, and the Chaldeans brake down all 
the walls of Jerusalem. Now Nebuchadnezzar had given 
charge concerning Jeremiah to -Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard, 'saying, " Take him, and look well to him, and do him 
no harm; but do unto him even as he shall say unto thee." 
Nebuzar-adan and all the king of Babylon's princes sent, and 
took Jeremiah ont of the court of the prison, and committed 
him to the care of •Gedaliah. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

intended—not from any fear of danger 
from remaining, but in company with 
his own people to bis native place. 

prison—a room in the bouse of Jon-
athan, the scribe. 

dungeon—probably a deep excavation 
in the court of Jonathan's house, which 
lied previously been used as a cistern 
for containing water, but et thin time 
having only a tenacious sediment or 
'mire' at the bottom, it was a damp and 
noisome place of confinement. 

Ebed-melech—' king's servant;' the 
chief of the attendante in the harem of 
an eastern prince is an important per-
zonage; pos+e+sing peculiar advantages 
of access to bis royal mnster, he gen. 
erally éaercises considerable influence 
over him. 

Ethiopian—Zedekiah imitated the 
practice of neighbouring kings by cm-
ploying black slaves; they were 
esteemed costly luxuries and were only  

found in families of high rank. Such a 
slave was Ebed-melech, a heathen, but 
converted to the true religion. The 
prophet received more kindness from 
this stranger than from bis own coun-
trymen. 

the court of the prison—Zedekiab ii 
evidently a regard for Jeremiah, he not 
only released him from the dungeon 
but fed bim while the siege lasted and 
the famine prevailed; be listened to bis 
exhortations, and wished to follow bis 
advice, but bis fear of the princes pre-
vented him. 

deliver himself—Nebuchadnezzar bad 
made Zrdekiah king in oppoisition to 
other claims; as Zedekiah wen a tribu-
tgry king to him, bis rebellion was 
altogether unjustifiable. 

deliver thee—God will reward every 
act of kindness done to bis servants, as 
he thus promised to reward Ebed-
melech. 
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PERIOD VII. 	"THE DOMING JUDGMENT." 

put 1hy firme—it ts therefore evident 
that this Ethiopian was a true worship-
per of God. 

broken up—referring probably to the 
opening of the subterranrous passage 
referred to in Lesson 120, 'they shall 
dig;' the term, 'city' meaning the 
fortress of Mount Zion. Lesson 66, 
celled if.' 
plana—Less. 30,' Jericho.' 
ai the princes—Less. 120, 'give the 

men.' 
pu!orf—Less. 120,' not see it.' 
the dosas—Lesson 69, • a proverb;' 

Josephus says that the temple was 
burned at noon on the very same dey of 
the year on which it was afterwards 
burned by the Romans; and one of the 
Rabbins tells us that on both occasions 
the Levites were in their desks singing 
the same Psnlm :- 
"fie shall bring upon them their own 

luiycity, 
"And *ball eut them off in their own 

wickedness; 
"Yea the Lord our God shall eut them 

off" Psalm :civ. sa. 

Nebazar-adan—' Nebo le the lord.' 
sayi,,g—Nebuchaduez7er had been 

informed nf Jeremiab's exhortations to 
Zedekiah and the princes to submit 
themselves again to him ; he bad heard 
too of his sufferings, and feeling desirous 
to protect him from further violence be 
commanded bis generals to take charge 
concerning him. 

Gedaliah—Judea being now reduced 
ta e province of Babylon, Gedaliah is 
made governor. He was e son of 
Ahikam, one of the four persons of 
distinction whom Josiah sent to consult 
Huldah, the prophetess. 

GEOORAPHICAL NOTE 
RIBLAH—a town of Syria, in 

Hamath, where Pberaoh•Neehohalted 
on bis return from Carchemisb ; he here 
deposed Jehoabaz, king of Jndab,aod 
paced Jehoinkim on the throne. 
Nebuchadnezzar remained at Riblah 
while his general Nebuzar-adan be-
sieged Jerusalem; and after the city was 
taken Zedekiah was brought to Riblah 
with the otber prisoners, and bis eyes 
were put out. 

THE COMING JUDGMENT. 

The world is grown old, and her pleasures are past; 
The world is grown old, and her form may not last; 
The world is grown old, and trembles for fear; 
For sorrows abound, and judgment is near 1 

The sun in the Heaven is languid and pale; 
And feeble and few are the fruits of the vale; 
Aud the hearts of the nations fail them for fear, 
For the world is grown old, and judgment is near! 

The king on his throne, the bride in ber bower, 
The children of pleasure all feel the sad hour; 
The roses are faded, and tasteless the cheer, 
For the world is grown old, and judgment is near 1 

The world is grown old! —but should we complain, 
Who bave tried ber and known that her promise is vain? 
Our heart is in Heaven, our home is not here. 
And we look for our crown when judgment is near! 

Rasas. 
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133. GEDALIAH'S GOVERNMENT. OF TYRE. 

2 Kings xxv. 22 ; Jeremiah xi-xlii ; Ezekiel xxvi-xxvii. 
Before Jeremiah left Ramah Nebuchadnezzar said unto 

him, '° -The Lord thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this 
place. Now the Lord hath done according as he hath said: 
because ye have sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed 
bis voice, therefore this thing is come unto you. And now, 
behold, I loose thee this day from the chains which were upon 
thine hand. •If it seem good unto thee to come with me into 
Babylon, corne; and I will look well unto thee: but if it seem 
ill unto thee to come with me into Babylon, forbear: behold 
all the land is before thee; whither it aeemeth good and 
convenient for thee to go, thither go." Now while he was not 
yet gone back, he said, "Go back to Gedaliah whom the king 
of Babylon hath made -governor over the cities of Judah, and 
dwell with him among the people: or go wheresoever it 
seemeth convenient unto thee to go." So the captain of the 
guard gave him victuals and a reward, and let him go. Then 
went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah to Mizpah; and dwelt with 
him among the people that were left in the land. And many 
of the Jews from Moab, Ammon, and Edom, •returned to 
Judah and dwelt in the land. 

Johanan informed Gedaliah that -Baalis, the king of Ammon, 
had sent -Ishmael to clay him. Gedaliah believed it not. Joha-
nan wanted to go and slay Ishmael, but Gedaliah would not 
allow him, thinking he spoke falsely. Ishmael came to Gedaliah 
at Mizpah, and •ate bread with him; he afterwards arose and 
•slew him and many of his friends, and took away captive some 
of those who had remained with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and de-
parted to go over to the Ammonites. When Johanan heard of 
all the evil Ishmael had done, he and the captains who were 
with him pursued Ishmael, and overtook him by the waters of 
Gibeon. The people were glad to see Johanan, and turned to 
him, but Ishmael escaped to the Ammonites with eight men. 
Johanan and the captains intended to remove into Egypt, but 
Jeremiah promised them many blessings if they remained in 
the land, and threatened that the sword, and famine, and 
pestilence should follow them •if they went into Egypt. 
They obeyed not the voice of the Lord, but went into Egypt, 
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PERIOD VII. 	OF THE COMMERCE OF TYRE. 

carrying Jeremiah with them. •While Jeremiah was in Egypt 
the word of the Lord came unto %im, saying, "Take great 
stones in thine hand, and bide them in the clay in the brick-
kiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, 
in the sight of the men of Judah; and say unto them, Tbus 
eaith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, behold, I will send 
and take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, 
and will set his throne upon these stones that I have hid: and 
he shall spread bis royal pavilion over them. And he shall 
smite the land of Egypt and deliver such as are for death to 
death: and such as are for captivity to captivity; and such as 
are for the sword to the sword. And I will kindle a fire in 
the bouses of the goda of Egypt; and he shall burn them, 
and carry them away captives: and he shall array himself 
with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his gar-
ment; and he shall go forth from thence in peace." 

The Tyrians rejoiced when Jerusalem was fallen, and said, 
"I shall be •replenished now she is laid waste." Tyre was 
then a place of -traffic for many isles ; it was supplied with 
merchandise from many parts of the earth. Egypt supplied 
fine linen with broidered work; Tarshish supplied silver, 
iron, tin, and lead ; Syria supplied emeralds, purple and 
broidered work, fine linen, coral, and agate; Judah and Israel 
supplied wheat, honey, oil, and balm; Sheba and Raamah 
supplied spices, precious stones, and gold. Men from all 
parts of the earth assembled at Tyre, some were mariners, 
others were pilots, others soldiers: her wares and ber mer-
chandise enriched kings of the earth, but God threatened to 
destroy ber, to break down ber towers, and make her like the 
top of a rock, a place for spreading nets upon, in the midst of 
the sea, that should be built no more. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
The Lord Shy God—the beathen eon- If if seem good, 4c.—the free choies 

qaeror acknowledged the trulli which was given him, either to go to Raby1oa, 
the people of Israel were so slow to where doubtless lie would have bees 
learn—that for their rebellion against treated with honour, or to remain with 
the Lord ail tbis evil was allowed to bis own people. After having spelt 
come upon them. The beathen admit- forty years of unregnited service in the 
ted that the God of Israel was a tutelary welfare of hie country, he still chose te 
deity; Leas. 83,' gods of the bills: 	remain with the reniflant left in il. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [606-400 B.C. 

geasrnor—Leas. 122, 'Gedaliah.' 
returned—during the troubles oethe 

previous years many of the inhabitants, 
including some of the army and the cap-
tains, bad lied to neighbouring places 
for protection ; on hearing of Gedaliab's 
appointment, they returned to Judah, 
and repaired to him at Mizpah. 

Baalis—envious of the appearance of 
returning confidence and prosperity to 
tbe people that were left in Judah under 
the)'odicioaa government of Gedaliah, 
Baalia, the king of Ammon, plotted bis 
destruction, using Ishmael as bis tool 
in this abominable project. 

Ishmaet—he was of the royal blood, 
and lie was accompanied in bis murder-
osa expedition by ten of the princes of 
the now desolate kingdom of Judah. 

ale bread—Leas. 31,' covenant: 
slam him—not. only was the unsus-

pecting and hospitable Gedaliab thus 
trencherously murdered in his own 
bouse, but also Ihe Jews who were wish 
bim, and the Chaldean guard thatcon-
atituted the newly formed government 
established at Mizpah, together with 
eighty men who were on 1beir way to 
Jerusalem to weep over the ruina of the 
desolated temple. 

if they ment, dfc.—there was every 
reason why the people should not go 
into Egypt—these reasons Jeremiah 
urged on them; many express com. 
mande bad been given which were 
known to Jeremiah; Dent. xvii. 16; 
Levit. xviii. 3; Josh. xxiv. 14; IseiAb 
xxx. 8, &c.; besides which he knew that 
it was, in elect, refusing to submit 
themselves to the king of Babylon, to 
whom God had decreed the government 
of Judea. 

While—Joel bad already predicted 
that Egypt should bec-orne a desolation, 
(Eras. 101, `of Egypt'), end now Jere-
miah announces ils fulfilment asat band, 
and the name of the conqueror who 
sbould effect it. Soon after the conquest 
of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar advanced 
upon Tyre, which lie besieged for thir-
teen years ; lie then marched bis army 
into Egypt., which, being in a state of 
disorder, offered trim un eaey conquest; 
he ravaged it, slew thousands of its in.  

habitants, among whom fell many of 
those Jews who had refused to submit 
to bis rule in their own land; lie re-
turned home laden with the spoils of 
that rich and ancientcountry. 

replenished—they hoped that most of 
the commerce of Judab would fall Into 
their hands, thus adding to their wealth 
and commercial influence. 

frq(Rc—Ezek. xxvii. 5-25. 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTER. 

TAHPANttas—a city of Egypt called 
Banes by Isaiah, where was a palace 
of one of the Pharaohs. Thither Jolie-
non removed the people from Jerusalem 
after Gedaliah was slain, and with them 
Jeremiuo and Baruch. Jeremiah is 
supposed to have died nt Tehpanhes. 

TYRE—Luse. 56, 'workmen," 'ryre; 
67, `unto the sea: Owing fo its fine 
situation on the Mediterranean Ses, and 
its caravan trade, Tyre attained great 
commercial prosperity; the Tyrians 
were, however, a wicked and abandoned 
people, and their cily was condemned 
to utter ruin. From the earliest period 
of its history Tyre was strongly forti-
Sed; it withstood a siege of five years 
under Shalmaneser, king of Assyrie, 
and in a sea-fight twelve Tyrian galleys 
defeated sixty vessels which formed the 
Assyrian'a fleet. After Nebuchadnezzar 
departed from Judah lie laid siege to 
Tyre, which withstood bis powerful 
armaments for Thirteen years; the 
inhabitants foreseeing that succesa must 
ultimately attend the Bnhyloniau arma, 
removed all their valuable property to 
the neighbouring island, so that when 
Nebuchadnezzar entered the city he 
found nothing to repny him for bis 
labour and vast ex. pense. The new city 
rose to an eminence of commercial 
greatness not inferior to its redeceasor, 
but with its prosperity, vice, luxury, 
and idolatry increased till its iniquities 
rose to heaven, nuit drew douro the 
judgment.. of God npoo it. IIs palaces 
are destroyed, and the waves of the sea 
roll over them; its quays are deserted 
and in ruins, and upon their walls a 
few poor tlshermen hang their nets to 
dry, thus literally tnlfilling the Lord's 
thresteninga by bis servants, Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel. 
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TYRE. 
app vii 
. fi t 4,R~CR THE [INOR UF THS EARTH WITH THE MULTITUDE 

p/ THr RICHES AND OF THY MERCHANDISE:' 

fsir  were thy ships, the stately cedar's boast, 
broider'd sails adorned thy verdant coast; 

yajestic surges rule'd their trackless course 
And steer'd them lightly o'er the billows hoarse. 

ARhid thy huts the Persian banda display'd, 
Their shields bright glittering, and their helmet's shade: 
Quick to the mast, the neighbouring nations press'd 
Beheld thy glory, and thy power confess'd. 
Stem Tarshish came to spread her costly store, 
Of massy ingots, and of glittering ore: 
Slow move'd the ships of Javan o'er the waves, 
Whose sails were heavy with the sigh of slaves;— 
And there repair'd Togarmah's sons, who lead 
The prancing courser, and the neighing steed; 
There Dedan's train display'd with boastful air, 

Dark, polish'd ebon mix'd with ivory rare; 
Syria arriv'd with emeralds glittering bright, 
And purple, streaming to the dazzled sight 
Judea journey'd from her vallies calm, 
With wheat, oil, honey, and the healing balm; 
Wool, white as snow, the rich Damascus bore, 
With wines and spices from a foreign shore; 
Arabia's princes move'd with lofty mien, 
And Shrba's merchants, 'mid the throng were seen; 
These all, O Tyre! beheld, with wondering eye, 
Thy countless wealth, and royal majesty. 

Mas. SIGOURNET. 

124. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S VISION. 
Daniel ii. iii. 

In the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign he •dreamed 
dreams wherewith his spirit was troubled, but which he could 
not call to remembrance when he awoke. He sent for his 
•,vise men, and commanded them to tell him the dreams, and 
the interpretation of them. The Chaldeans answered the king 
•".d said, "There is not a man upon the earth that can shew 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR'$ DREAM. [606-400 B.C. 

the king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, 
that asked such things at âny magician, or astrologer, or Chai-
dean. And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there 
is none other that can shew it before the king, except t.he •gods, 
whose dwelling is not with flesh." Then the king was angry 
and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men 
of Babylon. And the decree went forth that the wise men 
should be slain: and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be 
slain. But Daniel requested that time should be given them, 
and he went home and told his friends, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, to desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning 
this secret. In a night vision God made known •the dream 
and its interpretation unto Daniel, who praised and thanked 
God. Daniel first told the king the dream, and afterwards 
explained it to him. •Four kingdoms were to succeed each 
other after Babylon; the fourth was to be the strongest. but 
during its •decline, •God would set up a kingdom which should 
stand •for ever. When Daniel bad made these things known 
to Nebuchadnezzar he acknowledged the •greatness of God, 
and made Daniel •ruler over the province of Babylon. Hana-
niah, Mishael, and Azariah, were also :promoted to offices of 
honour, their names having been changed to •Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. 

Nebuchadnezzar •set up an image of gold in the plain of 
Dura. He called together the princes, governors, captains, 
and other officers. A •herald commanded them all, at the 
sound of the musical instruments, to fall down and worship 
the image; and whosoever fell not down and worshipped it, 
should be cast into a burning fiery •furnace. Some Chaldeans 
came, and accused Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to the 
king of not obeying his decree. The king repeated his decree 
to them; they answered, that their God was able to deliver 
them from the burning fiery furnace ; but if not., they would 
not serve Nebuchadnezzar's gods, nor worship his golden 
image. The king was full of fury at the boldness of these 
men, wherefore lie commanded the furnace to be made seven 
times botter. The three Jews were bound and cast into the 
midbt of the furnace, and the flame of the furnace destroyed 
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PERIOD VII. 	THE FIERY FURNACE. 

the men who cast them in. Immediately the king was aston-
ished to see four men in the furnace, •walking about unhurt 
and the form of the fourth was like the •Son of God. He then 
called Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, to come forth. Not 
a hair of their head was singed, for the fire had no power on 
them. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, "Blessed be 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent 
his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and 
have •changed the king's word, and •yielded their bodies, that 
they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own 
God. Therefore I make a decree, That •every people, nation, 
and language, which speak anything amiss against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be •cut in pieces, and 
their houses shall be made , a dunghill; because there is no 
other God that can deliver after this sort." Then the king 
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province 
of Babylon. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
dreamed dreams—they made so deep themselves ; bis demand therefore to 

an impression on his mmd that he felt have the dream told him first was a 
convinced they bad e divine oririn. In lest of their ahility to interpret if sfter-
like manner Pharaoh bad nnimpression wards. The king seemed to feel assured 
of the great importance of bis dreams, that bis dream referred to future 1m-
for he enlled in bis wise men and mn2i- portant events, and be might reasonably 
cjnns fo interpret them; Less. 15. The enough conclude that their professed 
agitation of Neburhadnezzar was power ot foretelling future eventswould 
extreme, because nothing remained on avail them, if they were not impoeton. 
bis memory but an indistinct and pain- 	Chaldeans—it appears that the des- 
fut impression that some important cendants of the ancient inhabitants of 
matters had been foreshadowed to him Babylon preserved themselves from 
in his vision. 	 amalgamation with those people who in 

wise men—from very early times succeeding ages were added to the 
Babylon wes distinguished as a seat of population of this increseing eity. They 
learning, wbere astronomical science were divided into classes or castes, one 
was cultivated&lifernture encouraged; of which was military, and anotker 
but there is reason to believe that sacerdotal, wbicb included the wise 
whatever its wise men knew of the mo. men and anges. 
tions and order of the heavenly bodies 	gods—Less. 93, 'goda of the hills.' 
re+nited rather from their foolish and 	the dream—the king saw a majestie 
vain attempts to rend the future in the and brilliant figure of a man, wbose 
stars, than from their study of the laws head was ot' gold, bis breset and arms of 
and phenomena of nature. 	 silver, bis belly and thighs of brass,his 

lo leU him—he roncluded that the legs ofiron, and bis fret partly iron and 
same divine powerwhi~-b made known parily clay. As he beheld if with wooder-
ta them the interpre'ation of dreams ing awe, a stone, eut ont of the mnantsia 
could clan eommunmate the dreams without hands emote it in the feet, 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [606-400 B.C. 

breaking tbem te pieces; the iron, clay, 
bras+, silver, and gold composing it were 
reduced to powder and the wind wafted 
it away like chaff; the stone then be-
came a great mountain which filled the 
whole earth. It was not uncommon 
then to represent kingdoms or cities by 
human figures (Lesson 114,' daughter') 
and their con-tition by the materials of 
which they were composed. 

Pour kingdoms—the fieri wan the 
Babyloniaa—" thon art that head of 
gui!" said Dani Jltn Nebuchadnezzar; 
the second was the Persian, which 
commenced with the death of Belshaz-
zar; the third was the Grecian. and the 
fourih wus the Romsn kiugdom. 

decline—corresponding with its de-
dine the gospel of Christ bas been 
extended. 

God world—indicated by the stone 
mirarulously produced from the moun-
tain—no human instrumentality being 
employed to eut if out. 
for ever—I he kingdom of the Redeemer 

shall never perish, for Christ muet 
reign till he hath pot all enemies under 
bis feet; then lie shall come to reign 
in glorious majesty. 

grea(uess of God—be said that Daniel's 
God was a God of gods and a Lord of 
lords. 

ruler—be was also appointed chief 
governor over all the wise men. 

promoted—advanced to high posiliéns 
in the civil affaira 0f the kingdom; this 
was done et the request of Uaniel who 
thus showed that he was not so elated 
by bis own honours as to be unmindful 
of hie friends, to whose prayers, united 
with bis own, he owed the divine 
communication made to him respecting 
Nebucbadnezzar's dream. 

Skradach, *c.—their names were 
Obangrd so that their foreigo origin 
should be leas apparent; this common 
practice in the East boa been alluded to 
already. Daniel's name was changed to 
Belteshazzar. These Hebrews did not 
however abandon their religion, nor ]'eel 
leu e sympathy with their fellow cap-
tives, nor did they ncknowle iqe their 
Chaldean names among themselves.  

set sup—Ibis event occorred when Neba. 
rhadnezzar had retarncd from bis 
victories over the Ninevites, Egyptians, 
ryrians, and other nations. Ascribing his 
uccess to bis god, he determined on 
erecting a mejestic idol to his honour, 
md compelling the myriade ol his people 
o worship it. Daniel was probably in 
orne remote part of the kingdom et 
bis time, for bas Rami, is sot meuttoued 
n the record of the event. 

herald—a kiug'e crier. 
furnace—this immense receptacle for 

he sacred lire, kinilled in honour of the 
god, agouti before the golden imnee and 
flowed day and night with a perpetual 
blaze. The king's seat wan no elevated 
that he commanded a view otthe open-
ing and interior of the furnace. Com-
pare Less.81,'Baal 71,' Ammonites.' 

walking aboi,!—what an idea does this 
give ol' the vastness of the furnace! The 
fire consumed Ihe ropes which bound 
the three Jewa, but had no effect on 
Ihemselveo. 

Son of God—the idea that the goda 
sent their sons to esecole important 
commissions was held by the benthen ; 
in this case the beauty in form and 
cooutenance of the fourth per.on, as 
well as hie miraculous appenranee in the 
furnace, satisfied the king that be won 
a messenger sent by the God of the 
Hebrews to rescue his faithful wor-
shippere from the power of Baal's 
furnace. 

changed—nullified the king's decree, 
so (bat lienceforth if should not be 
compulsory on bis subjects to worship 
bis idol. 

yieided—gave themselves up Io entire 
reliance on Jehovah, with vontidence 
that he would deliver them ]'rom the 
flames. 

every people—hie dominion extended 
over many nations diverse from each 
other in language, customs, and reli-
gions observances. 

eut in pieces—this barbarous and 
brutal practice woe not uncommon in 
ancient times, nor ia it yet extinct in 
the East. Agng was so treated by 
command of uamuel; Lesson 45, thea 
slew.' 
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PERIOD VII. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S SECOND DREAM. 

TIIE FIERY FURNACE. 
"1.0, 1 NEE FOUR MEN 1.008E, WALKING IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE, AND THEY 

HAVE NO HURT, AND THE FORM OF THE FOURTH 18 LIKE THE SON OP GUD." 

When persecution's torrent blaze 
Wraps the unshrinking Martyr's head; 

Wben fade all earthly flowers and bays, 
When summer friends are gone and fled, 

Is he alone in that dark hour 
Who owns the Lord of love and power? 
And when the wicked ones behold 

Thy favourites walking in thy light, 
Just as, in fancied triumph bold, 

They deem'd them lost in deadly night, 
Amaz'd they cry," What spell is this, 
"Which turns their sufferings all to bliss? 

"How are they free whom we bad bound, 
"Upright, whom in the gulf we cast? 

"What %ondrous helper have they found 
"To screen them from the scorching blast? 

"Three were they—who hath made them four? 
"Ami sure a form divine he wore. 

Even like the Son of God," so cried 
The Tyrant, when in one fierce flame 

The martyrs liv'd, the murderers died: 
Yet knew he not what angel came 

To make the rushing fire-flood seem 
Like summer breeze by woodland stream. 

KEBLE. 

125. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S PRIDE. 
Dan. iv. ; Jer. lii. 31-34; Dan. vii-ix. 

Nebuchadnezzar had a -second dream which bis wise men 
could not interpret. He therefore sent for Daniel, and told it 
to him. Daniel was troubled in his thoughts for an hour. 
He then declared the interpretation of the dream to Nebu-
chadmezzar. This dream was to shew the king that he should 
be driven from men, and eat grass as oxen. Daniel then 
advised the king to break off his sins by righteousness. About 
a year after, the king walked in his -palace, and said, "la not 
this great Babylon that •I bave built for the bouse of my king-
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S PRIDE PUNISHED. [606-400 H.C. 

dom, by the might of my power, and the honour of my majes-
ty ?" •While he thus spoke a voice came from heaven, saying, 
"The kingdom is departed from thee ;"—his dream was ful-
filled—he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were 
grown like eagle's feathers, and his nails like bird's claws. At 
the end of •seven years Nebuchadnezzar's reason was restored 
to him, and he made known to all nations the signs and 
wonders the High God had wrought toward him. He 
said, "I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, 
and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed -the 
most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for 
ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion and his king-
dom is from generation to generation: and all the inhabitants 
of the earth are •reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to 
his will in the •army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou P At the same time my reason returned unto me ; 
and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness 
returned unto me ; and my counsellers and my lords sought 
unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise 
and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works 
are the truth, and his ways judgment : and those that walk in 
pride he is able to abase." 

When •Jehoiachiii bad been in captivity thirty-seven years, 
•Evil-merodach, the son and successor of Nebuchadnezzar, 
brought him out of prison, and spake kindly to him, and set 
him above the other kings that were in Babylon, and changed 
his prison garments, and shewed other kindness unto him. 

Daniel had a •vision of four great beasts, which were explained 
to him to mean •successive kingdoms and powers of the earth. 
But Daniel saw in his vision that all these thrones and king-
doms came to ruin; then the ancient of days came and judg-
ment was given to the saints of the most High ; and the saints 
po. sessed the kingdom. Daniel had afterwards 'another vision, 
of a ram with two horns—the -kings of Media and Persia—of 
a he-goat—the king of Grecia—and of a king of fierce counten-
ance, whose power should •destroy the mighty and the holy 
people. 	 373 



PERIOD VII.] 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
wcoad dreaa—the king thought he saw 

a lofty, fruitful, and majestic tree, beneath 
whose rich and extended foliage the birds 
of the air and beasts of the earth found 
shade and defence, and whose fruit sus-
tained ail mankind; while he admired it a 
'watcher, or messenger, commanded that 
1t ebonld be eut down to its roots, saying, 
"let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and 
let bis portion be with the beasts in the 
grass of theearth ; let hie heurt be changed, 
and let a beests heart be given unto him, 
and let seven times paso over him." 

palace—this magnificent building stood in 
the centre of an immense square; it was 
situated on the western aide of the Eu-
phrates, where stood the more modem part 
of the city—then the metropolis of the world. 

I have built - not as its founder, for the 
ancient city had existed from the time of 
the building of the tower whence it derived 
lia naine; but as the enlarger and improver 
of it, and by whose fame and eonqueste it 
had become the chief city of the world. 

while—in the moment of bis self-exulta-
tion and pride, be was deprived of bis 
reason, and given up to the infatuation of 
Imagining himself an ox ; acting under Ibis 
Mea he neglected bis person, refused the 
luxurious accommodations cf bis palace, 
shunned the society of reasonable creatures, 
assumed the habits of these animals, and 
wandered day and night with them. 

&-mi pears—or seven 'unes;' the word 
'times' representing years in prophetic 
writings. Evil-mrrodach, bis son reigned 
during this period; Less. 126, 'queen.' 

the Mod Ria?. - this affliction resulted in 
the con,ersion of Nebuchadnezzar to the 
worship of the Lord of Heaven and Earth. 

repukd—valued; esteemed. 
aothing—his prido and self-sufcienoy 

were perfectly cured. 
Ais will—he renounoed bis former boasting 

of the power of bis god, and the irrespon-
sibility of bis own actions. 
army—the spiritual inhabitants of heaven, 

and, in a subordinate sense, the planetary 
eyatem. 

Jchoiachin—the successor of Jebolakim. 
Leeson 118, 'taken.' 
£vR-awrodadt—the son of Nebuchadnezzar 

%the father of Belshazzar; hie reign was 
ort, for et the end of two years, Ile 

1374  

was slain In a battle with the Permiens, or 
according to some lie was aseaseinated by 
bis brother-in-law. Hie brief reign was 
characterized with great cruelty. Compare 
Lees. 110, 'lie was slain.' 

vision—be saw that the four great winds 
blew with violence upon the Mediterranean 
fies, out of which four great basais arose; 
the first wee like a lion with eagle'a wings, 
the second was like a bear, the third was 
like a leopard having four beads, and four 
whigs of a fowl on lis back, and the fourth 
was mot like any animal of whieh he bad 
knowledge, but ii irae dreadful and terrible, 
and exoeeding strong, armed with Iron teeth 
and ten hntne. 

succrraive kingdoms•—kingdoms that area 
one after another; the saine as those re-
preaented by the great figure of Nebu-
chadnezzar'e tirai dream. Lees. 124, 'Four 
kingdoms.' 

another virion—the saine kingdoms still 
represented by different flgt~res, illustratiag 
further particulars respecting then. 

kings—put for kingdoms or powers. 
deet+ oy—the overthrow of Jerusalem by 

the Romans ie bore predicted. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
MEnu—an extensive country of Asia, 

south of the Caspian ses, and north of 
Persia, supposed to have been penpled by 
the descendante of Madai, third son of 
Japheth. Nebucbadnezzar went against 
Media and Persia after he had defeated 
Pharaoh-Neeho, king of Egypt, & conquered 
Judah. Babylonia was afterwards taken 
from Belshazzar, the grandson of Nebu-
chadnezzar, by Dairus the Modo, the uncle 
of Cyrue. $non after, Media was attached 
to the Persian Empire. 

Par.sTA—a vast and oelebrated country ot 
Acis, of whieh Elam formed a small part. 
The Persian kings took Babylon while the 
Jews were there in captivity. Cyrus, eue 
of the Persian kings, decreed freedom to 
the Jews, as had been foretold by huait. 

Gaaae—the countries inhabited by the 
descendants of Javan, the fourth son of 
Japheth, and the father of the Grecisns. 
and Ioniens, and afterwards called Greeks. 
This country comprised much of Asla 
Minor and the principal Islande in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 



BELSHAZZAR'S IMPIOUS FEAST. [606-400 B.C. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 
-'1S NOT THIS GREAT BABYLON TIIAT I HAVE BUILT... BY THE MIGHT OF 

MY POWER, AND FOR THE HONOUR OF MY MAJESTY.?" 

The monarch of Babylon strode through bis hall, 
And his bosom with impious joy was o'erfiowing; 

As he look'd on his mighty possessions—on all 
The splendours that round him their radiance were throwing. 

"le this not"—he cried in the pride of his heart— 
"The city I built for my honour and glory? 

"The city from earth that shall never depart— 
"That shall ever be bright with the light of my story?" 

While the words of ambition were yet on his tongue,— 
Like swift-shooting bolt from the thunder-cloud darted,—

A voice fell from Heaven—"The sceptre is wrung, 
"Vain king! from thy hand, and thy glory departed." 

That hour—from the presence of men be was driven, 
And he brows'd upon grass like the oxen before him; 

And his body was wet with the dew drops of heaven, 
And the storm of the wild in its fury blew o'er him. 

His heart by no human endearment was stirr'd ; 
Hie bowlings went forth where the forest-gloom gathers; 

Till the nails of bis hands grew like claws of a bird, 
And the hairs of bis head like the wild eagle's feathers. 

When seven long years of afflictions had passed, 
He returned all renewed to the throne of his nation; 

And he bowed him in trembling submission at last, 
To the Monarch of monarchs—the Lord of Creation. 

W. KNOX. 

126. BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST. 
Daniel v. 

-Belshazzar, the last king of Babylon, was the grandson and 
successor of Nebuchadnezzar. He made a great feast to a 
thousand of his lords, and he commanded the golden and silver 
vessels belonging to the temple of Jerusalem to be brought. 
He and his •wives, and -concubines, drank wine from them, and 
praised the gods of gold, and silver, brass, iron, wood, and 
stone. In that same hour a hand appeared writing on the 
wall of the palace. The king called for the wise men of 
Babylon, and said unto them, "Whosoever shall read this 
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PERIOD VII. INTERPRETATION OF THE WRITING. 

writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be 
clothed with •scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, 
and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. But •none of 
them could read the writing. The •queen spoke of Daniel to 
the king. He was sent for, and the king asked him to interpret 
the writing, and promised him the rewards which he had 
offered to his wise men. Then Daniel answered the king, "Let 
thy gifts be to thyself and give thy rewards to another: yet I 
will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him 
the interpretation. O thou king, the most high God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom and majesty, and glory, 
and honour: and for the majesty that be gave him, •all people, 
nations, and languages trembled and feared before him: •whom 
he would he slew; and •whom he would he kept alive; and 
•whom he would he set up ; and •whom he would he put down. 
But his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, 
he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took bis 
glory from him: and he was driven from the sons of men; 
and hie heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was 
with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like the oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew 
that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that 
he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. And, thon his 
son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou 
knewest all this; but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord 
of heaven ; and they have brought the vessels of his house 
before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised 
the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor bear, nor know: and the God in whose 
band thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified." He then declared the interpretation of •the writing; 
"God hath •numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.—Tlwuc art 
weighed in the •balances, and art found wanting—thy kingdom 
is •divided, and given to Me Medes and Persians." The king 
immediately exalted Daniel to great honour. 

The Medes and the Persians had for two years besieged Baby-
lon without being able to take the city. But this very night, 
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BELSHAZZAR SLAIN. 	[606-400 B.C. 

while the inhabitants of Babylon were revelling, the besieging 
army, under Cyrus, turned off the waters of the river into 
another channel, and then marched into the city through the 
bed of the river which was left dry. When they came to the 
palace they slew Belshazzar and many of his princes, made 
prisoners of his soldiers, and took possession of the city, which 
was then 'included in the kingdom of Darius the Mede. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Belshaszar—the son of Evil-merodaeh venting the king's death, and the latter 

and the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar ; for not having predicted it. This would 
before hie accession, and subsequent te account for Belshazzar's ignorance of 
the death of bis fablier, two persons— the name and character of Daniel. 
one his uncle and the other his cousin 	all people—Less. 154,' every people: 
reigned for a few years; Belshazzar's whom he would—compare Less. 66, 
reign was very licentious. 	 'said;' 67,' to alay;' 124,' cut in pieces.' 

arides—Lesson 71, 'e great many.' 	the writing—" nt RNR, MFN E, TEKEL, 
concubines—Lesson 34, 'concubine.' pERES, upHARsiN ;" though in Hebrew 
scarlet—this brilliant colour bas characters the words were Chaldean; 

always been highly valued for rich but it would be impossible to interpret 
apparel and tapestry; benne itis used as them without divine instruction, as they 
an emblem of luxurious houeur. 	do not alone contain an intelligible 

nose could—becanse the ingrription sentence, several intervening words 
was in ancient Hebrew characters, requiring to be supplied. 
which are very different to the Chaldewn numbered—the years of the Babylon- 
characters. 	 ish sovereignity bad come te a close. 

queen--she was doubtless the queen - balances—Divine justice, entier varions 
mother, the widow of Evil-merodaeh, characters, han been represented in 
who must have been familier with the anrient, as well as modern times, by a 
wisdom and celebrity of Daniel during balance, as if weighing the merit or 
the seven years regency of ber husband; demerit of human actions. The figure 
Les. 125, 'seven years.' I1 is not impro- is plain and forcible. 
bable that the same practice was ob- divided—between the Medes and 
served et the death of Nebuchadnezzar Persinns, 
which still exista in Persia—to expel included—the denunciationofJeremiah 
from the court ail the physiciens (Less. 117, 'punish') was now fully 
and wise men, the former for not pre- accomplished. 

BELFHAZZAR. 
MENE, SIENS, TEKEI., l'EIIES, UPHARSIN." 

Belshazzar is King 1 Belshazzar is Lord! 
And a thousand dark nobles all bend at bis board: 
Fruits glisten, 8ow'rs blossom, meats steam, and a flood 
Of the wine that man loveth runs redder than blood 
Wild dancers are here, and a riot ot' mirth, 
And the beauty that maddens the passions of earth; 

And the crowds ail shout, 
Till the vast roofs ring,— 

"Ail praise to Belshazzar, Belshazzar the king !" 
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PERIOD VII. 	THE ENEMIES OF DANIEL. 

"Bring forth," cries the monarch, "the vessels of gold, 
Which my father tore down from the temple of old; 
Bring forth, and we'll drink, while the trumpets are blown, 
To the gods of bright silver, of gold, and of stone: 
Bring forth!"—and before bin the vessels all shine, 
And lie bows unto Baal, and drinks the dark wine; 

Whilst the trumpets bray, 
And the cymbale ring,— 

Praise, praise to Belshazzar, Belshazzar the king 1' 

What cometh?—look, look! without menace, or call. 
Who writes, with the lightning's bright hand, on the wall? 
What pierceth the King, like the point of a dart? 
~Vhgt drives the cold blood from his cheek to his heart? 
" ('haldeans! Magicians! the letters expound!" 
They are read, and Belshazzar is dead on the ground; 

Hark !—The Persian is come 
On a conqueror's wing; 

And a Mede's on the throne of Belshazzar the king! 
Paoctoa. 

127. DANIEL ACCUSED. 
Daniel vi; ix. Ezra i. 

•Darius, king of the Medes and Persians, placed overhis king-
dom one-hundred-and-twenty princes; and over these he 
appointed three presidents, of whom he made Daniel the chief. 
The presidents and princes •envied Daniel, but could find no 
error or fault in him of which to accusé him. Then said these 
men, "We shall not find any occasion against 'this Daniel 
except we find it against him concerning the law of bis God :" 
so •they got the king -to sign a decree, that if for thirty days, 
any one should ask a petition of any God or man except the 
king, he should be cast into •a den of lions. The decree 
was made and signed. Now when Daniel knew that the writing 
was signed, he went into his bouse; and bis windows being 
open in his chamber •toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon bis 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before 
bis God, as he did aforetime. Then these men assembled, 
and found Daniel praying and making supplication before bis 
God; wherefore they accused him to the king of doing con-
trary to the decree. The king was displeased with himself for 
baying made the decree, and he set his heart to deliver Daniel 
till the going down of the sun, but the decree could not be 
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DANIEL IS CAST INTO A DEN OF LIONS. [606-400 B.C. 

changed, because the decrees made by the kings of the Medes 
and Persians were •unalterable. As the sun went down, the 
princes assembled, and required of the king to cast Daniel into 
the den of lions. The king was obliged to consent; but as 
they were about to cast him in, he said unto Daniel," -Thy God 
whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee." Daniel 
was then cast into the den of lions. The king passed the night 
in fasting, and slept not ; and in the inorning he arose early, 
went to the den, and called upon Daniel, who answered that 
his God had sent his angel, and -shut the lions' mouths. 
Daniel was taken out of the den, and no hurt was found on 
him, because he believed God. His -accusers were then cast 
into the den, and the lions destroyed them. Then Darius 
made -a decree, which be sent into every part of his kingdom. 
He said, "I make -a decree, that in every dominion of my 
kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: -for 
he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed, and bis dominion shall 
be even unto the end. He delivereth and rescuetb, and he 
worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath 
delivered Daniel from the power of the lions." 

Daniel knew that the time appointed for the captivity, accord-
ing to the -prophecy of Jeremiah, was nearly expired. He made 
confession of the sins of his people to God, and be prayed 
earnestly for their restoration to Jerusalem. While he was 
praying, the angel -Gabriel appeared to Daniel, and informed 
bim of many things that should happen in future years in 
Jerusalem and in Judea. In the first year of the reign of 
Cyrus, who succeeded Darius, he made a -proclamation to the 
Jews throughout all his kingdom that they should return, and 
rebuild their city, and the bouse of God in Jerusalem. Thus 
the prophecy of Isaiah respecting Cyrus was fulfilled. Cyrus 
brought forth the vessels of the bouse of the Lord, and 
numbered them to Sheshbazzar, (-Zerubbabel) the prince of 
Judah. All the vessels of gold and silver were five-thousand-
and-four-hundred. Sheshbazzar brought them up to Jeru-
salein, together with the people who returned from the 
captivity. The whole congregation, together with their ser- 
vaute and maids, were about sixty-thousand. 	
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PERIOD VII. 	NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Darius—if appear+ that be wax uncle 
both to Cyrus and Belsbazzar, one of 
his eisters having marrird the king of 
Penia, another the king of Babylon. 
Cyrus married the daaghter of Derive 
(and in the absence of a male heir) be. 
crime entitled to flic throne of Media; 
in bis person, therefore, the two king-
doms, Media and Persia, were united. 

enoied—they disliked him berauce of 
bis religion, bis nation, and bis inflex-
ible integrity; and (bey envied him 
because of the great favour shows to 
him by Darius. 

this Daniel—they mentioned bis nome 
with contempt; it appears that at the 
overthrow of Babylon lie renounced the 
public acknowledgment of bis foreign 
name—Beltesbazzar. 

they got—Da rias, who was now aged, 
was of a weak and pliable disposition, 
though of a cruel & revengeful temper; 
Profane writers say that notwifbstand-
mg his aternness and rigour lie was 
easily managed. 
fo atga, «c.—the king felt flattered, but 

did not see the object of (heir proposal. 
a den, 4c.—this is the first mention 

of such a punishment. From monu-
ments end coins connected with Baby-
Ion we have evidence of the existence 
of this barbarous practice, fully corro-
borating the Scripture narratives. 

toward—Less. 31, `before: 
unalterable—the kings of Peraia as-

sumed that they weresomething higher 
than common humanity, & their people 
connteuanred the assumption; hence 
their word was law, their decisions being 
esteemed infallible and irreversible. 

Thy God—the power of the Lord of 
heaven and earth wax admitted by the 
king, but only as the God of the Jews! 
Less. 83, `goda of the hills: 

shut—one of the sculptures found at 
Babylon represents e man standing on 
two sphynxes, holding fast two wild 
animale by n fore-paw of each. Itis 
(bought by some that this is a distorted 
representation of Daniel's deliverance. 

accusers—not only were they destroy-
ed, but the cruel Daring outraged every 
feeling of humanity and justice by 
consiguing their wives and children lo 
the same dreadful death. 

a decree—such a decree could only 
proceed from one oo ho esteemed himself 
infallible; sec 'unalterable,' above. 

or he is—the wonderful deliverance 
of Daniel made an impression upon the 
mind of Darius favourable to the claims 
prit forth and maintained by the " child-
ren of the captivity," f hat Jehovah, tbeir 
God, was the only living and true God. 

prophecy—Lesson 117, 'seventy.' 
Gabriel—'the strength of God;' this 

highly favoured minisleriug angel was 
also sent with important communica-
tions et a later period lo Zacharia., the 
father of John the Baptist, and to Mary, 
the motherof Jesus. 

proclamation—the "-eamble of which 
proves that Cyrus was familiar with the 
prophecy of is ,ieh respecting him (Les. 
I11, 'Cyrus') and that lie fully acknow-
ledged the sovereignty of Jehovah in 
the affairs of men. 

Zerubbabel—' born in Babylon; this 
was probably bis Jewish name, and 
8heshbazzar his Babylonian name; be 
wax of the royal line of David. 

THE KING AND THE PROPHET. 

'THY GOD WHOM THOU SERVEiT CONTINUALLY, HE WILL DBLIVERIHEE.» 

• Around the monareb's restless couch 
TG night the voice of song be mute; 

No gentle maids, with soothing touch, 
Draw music from the melting lute; 

Nor fill the cup for royal feast; 
Alone the Mede in sorrow lies, 

And mourns the wrath, to fam[sh'd beast 
That gave the holy and the wise. 
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"THE KING AND THE PROPHET." [606-400 B.C. 

Could he have change'd the stern decreeP 
Flow slowly wears the night away!  

Tbe stars are fading silently; 
Bright flashes in the eastern day ;— 

Behold the anxious monarch steal 
'To ponder den with slaugbier dyed; 

With trembling band his signet seal 
He breaks, and rolls the stone aside. 

He sees the lions' large red eyes 
Far gleaming through the darkness loue; 

"Oh, Daniel ! dost thou live N' he cries, 
"And hath thy Lord God kept bis own ?" 

He bends bis bead, he strains his ear;—
Lo! to bis lamentable call 

The Prophet's voice comes calm and clear, 
As if he trod bis palace-hall; 

"O King, live ever in thy might! 
God's holy angel bath been here; 

He watch'd beside me all the night, 
The famish'd lions drew not near 

Thus ever doth the Lord God shroud 
W bo serve bis name in innocence." 

Now, joy to Medias monarch proud! 
Now, draw the rescued Prophet thence. 

Where now is Daniel's spirit high, 
When trials wait un Christian deed? 

When evil men stand scot ing by, 
And mock our hope, and scorn our meed P 

Where now when foes and fears are round, 
The faith that bath no doubt, nu care ? 

In vain for him the monarch frown'd, 
And chid the oft-repeated prayer; 

Still thrice a day the exile set 
His face where western sun-beams fall; 

And faithful memory wander'd yet 
To Solonion's forsaken wall. 

We turn back at a word, a jest, 
We tremble at a comrade's sneer; 

We know it right, we feel it best 
To serve the Lord, and yet we fear. 

VERSES FOR HOLY SEASONS. 
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PERIOD VII.] THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE TEMPLE LAID. 

128. REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 
Ezra iii-vi. 

Zerubbabel, the governor, and Jeshua, the high-priest, for-
warded the -re-building of the temple; they engaged masons 
and carpenters to execute the work, they also -gave meat, and 
drink and oil to the people of Zidon and Tyre to bring cedar 
trees •from Lebanon to Joppa, as Cyrus had granted them. 
And when the -builders laid 'the foundation of the temple of the 
Lord, they set the priests in their •apparel with •trumpets, and 
the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with -cymbals, to praise the 
Lord, afrer the •ordinance of David, king of Israel. And they 
sang together by course in praising and givmg thanks unto the 
Lord; because be is good, for bis mercy endureth for ever 
toward Israel. And •all the people shouted with a great shout, 
when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the 
bouse of the Lord u as laid. But many of the priests and 
Levites and chief of ibe fathers, who were ancient men, that 
bad seen the first house, when the foundation of this house 
was laid before their eyes, wept with a •loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy: so that the people could not 
discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of weeping 
of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and 
the noise was heard afar off. 

The re-building of the temple was delayed -fourteen years by 
the -Samaritans, whom -Esar-haddon had placed in Samaria. 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua said -they had nothing to do with the 
people of Judah, whom Cyrus had commanded to build the 
temple. Then they strove to hinder thein all the days of 
Cyrus. Tbe prophet -Haggai reproved the Jews -for delaying 
the building; he also prophesied that the glory of the secoad 
temple should be -greater than the glory of the fumet. 

•Tatnai, the governor of the province, -saw the work on which 
the Jews were engaged, and he wrote to Darius to ascertain if 
Cyrus had made the decree of which the Jews informed him. 
The decree was found at Achmelha; and Darius wrote to 
Tatnai not to let the work be hindered, but to help them in 
money, bullocks, oil, rams, and lambs for their offerings. 
Tatnai obeyed this decree of the king. The temple was 
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THE TEMPLE DELAYED. 	[606-400 B.C, 

-finished ; the priests and the Levites were appointed for its 
service; large offerings were made at its dedication ; and the 
feast of the passover was held by all who had kept themselves 
from the idolatries of the heathens. 

Some years after, while the Jews were employed in com-
pleting the city, the Samaritans conspired against them, and 
accused them to •Ahasuerus, king of Persia, of being a rebel-
lious people unwilling to pay tribute, for which cause the city 
had formerly been destroyed. This king sent commandment 
to the Jews to cease from building, and the Samaritans went 
up to Jerusalem and forced them to discontinue the work. 

NOTES AND E 

re•buüting—Less. 64, 'atone,' 'iron,' 
' brass," ce,iar• I rces.' 

gave meal—Lesson 67, 
from—Lesson 67, 'unto the ses.' 
builders—at this time the Jews were 

ant so dependent upon the nasi+tante of 
Tyrian workmen na Ihvir ancestors had', 
been in the days of David and Solomon; 
Less. 56, 'workmen: The edi6ces 
cousrructed under the direc'ion of, 
several of the kings of Judah sufficiently 
attest their mechanical skill, 

apparei--Les. 23, ' ephod,'' robe,' &c. 
lrumpels—Lesson 30, 'trumpets.' 
eymbais—Lesson 56, ' cymbals.' 
ordinance—appointment; Less. 65, 

'Levites;' 'priests.' 
ail— the majority; those who bad not 

seen the first temple. 
loud voice—men am well as women, 

by t lie custom of the East, give ut terance 
to grief with tears and loud lamentations. 

fourteen years—Cyrus reigned neveu 
years, his son Cambyces four years, e 
usurper, named Smerdis seven months; 
Darius Hystespes then ascended the 
throne, and when he had reigned about 
two years, lie issued a decree coufrming 
lo the Jewn ail the privileges aid royal 
grants included in the original decree of 
Cyrus. 
Samaritans—Less. 108,' brought men,' 

'10 teach: 
Fier-Aaddoa—Leeson 112,' king,'  

XPLANATIONS. 
they had nothing, 4'e.—satisfactorily' 

proving that the Jews did not regard 
the people of Samaria as consisting 
chiefly of returned Israelites, which 
some have maintained. Had the colo-
nisfsbroughtinbyEsarhaddongradually 
returned home, and the Israelites from 
the Caspian sea succeeded in making 
their way back in small bodies, the Jews 
would have been aware of these circum-
stances, and instead of refusing their 
co-operation would have gladly availed 
thernselves of their nid, and felt 
rejoiced nt their return to the worship 
of the Lord in Jerusalem. 

Haggai—'one who keeps holiday;' 
lie was born during the captivity, and 
went up with Zerubbabel and the other 
captives, who returned to Jerusalem. 

for de(aying—daring the time flint the 
building cea+ed, they devoted them-
selves to the improvement of their own 
residences, which led the prophet to 
ask, " la il a time for you, t) ye, to 
dwell in your veiled houses, and this 
house lie waste? now therefore, con-
aider your ways." He showed them 
that God withheld his blessing on their 
agricultural and other pursuits because 
offheir selfish iudi@'erenee to the bouse 
of God. 

grenier—the second temple liait not 
the ark of the covenant with its inte-
resting contents. Leas. 23, 'ark;' 26, 
' testimony nor the sacred fire upon 
the altar; Less. 69, 'lire; nor Brim 
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PERIOD VII. 	"THE SECOND TEMPLE." 

and Thummim. Less. 23, ' breaatplate;' 
nnr the cloud of the Divine presence on 
the merry-seat; Less. 20, 'went;' 22, 
' glory ; in no sense therefore, however 
magnifient it might be as a building, 
could it be grenier than Solomon's 
temple, but by the appearance of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, and heir of al] 
things—of him who was greater than 
the temple—within its wells. 

Talnai—he was the Persian governor 
of Syria; bis jurisdiction also included 
Samerin sud Judas. 

saw—Tatnai came to Jerusalem to 
inquire as to the allegations preferred 
by the Samaritans against the Jews,  

wbo explained to him their aotborify 
for re-erecting the temple, which be 
communicated to Derius requesting et 
the same time to know bis royal plea. 
cure respecting the work. 
finished—in the sizth year of the 

reign of Darius Hystapes. 
Ahuuerue—a royal title of nome of 

the Persian kings. He is considered by 
some to be the Xer:es of profane bis-
tory, by others lie in said to be Arts-
zerxes Longimanus. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
ACHMETHA—the capital of Media; it 

was also called Ecbatane, and te now 
called Hamadan. 

THE SECOND TEMPLE. 

"TUE GLORY OF Titis LATTER HOUSE SHALL BE GREATER THAN OF THE FORMER, 
UAITH THE LORD OF HORTe; AND IN THIS PLACE' WILL I GIVE PEACE 

SAITU THE LORD OF HOSTS." 

When on the second Temple's height 
The Jew uprais'd bis aged sight, 

How sank his heart to see, 
Robb'd of its ancient pomp and pride, 
The house where deign'd on earth to abide 

His God's own majesty 1 

No holy Urim there expressed 
Heaven's purpose on the Prophet's breast: 

There the lov'd ark no more 
On mercy's seat, presented Him 
Who dwelt between the Cherubini 

In Israel's tents of yore. 

The consecrated fire was gone: 
The announcing light no longer shone 

Around that Presence dread: 
And oh! what prayer could now invoke 
The high prophetic voice that spoke 

To Judah'e happier dead. 

Thus deem'd the sorrowing Israelite: 
Ye Christians answer, deemed he right 1 

Oh! for Seraphic power 
To flash conviction on the Jew, 
And bid hie soul, exulting view 

3£~4 
	That Temple's holiest houri 



VASHTI DEPOSED. EZRA'S MISSION. 606-400 B.C. 

There shall the true oracular sound, 
The Almighty voice of Christ, be found; 

There shall the gracious Ark, 
Blest by the bleeding victim, grant 
A higher, ampler covenant 

To worlds in error dark. 
There shall the fire which darts from Heaven, 
The Spirit's awful breath, be given: 

There in corporeal shrine 
Shall, the unerring records tell, 
The fulness of the Godhead dwell, 

The Father's glory shine. 
Then murmuring unbelief, be dumb— 
Hark! the great Prophet's accents come, 

The Spirit unconfine'd! 
Yes, from the second Temple burst 
Sounds of more love than fill'd the first, 

Sounds of redeem'd mankind 1 
Cawn'a Cameri" Yasa. 

129. VASHTI DEPOSED. 
Esther i, ii; Ezra vii. 

Ahasuerus, king of Persia, reigned over a hundred-and-
twenty-seven provinces, from India even to Etkiopia. In the 
third year of his reign he made •a great feast to all the people 
in Shushan ; and his wife made a feast -for the women of the 
royal house. On the seventh day of the feast, when his heart 
was •merry with wine, he commanded the presence of Vashti, 
that 'she might show the people and the princes her beauty. 
She 'refused to go, and the king was very wroth. He consulted 
with his wise men, and Memucan advised that she should be 
deposed, lest the other ladies of Persia and Media should 
imitate her example. This advice pleased the king, and he 
published a decree, "that every man should bear rule in his 
own house." He afterwards married 'Esther, a Jewess, whose 
parents were dead. Esther had been brought up by •Mordecai, 
a man of Benjamin, and she was his uncle's daughter. 

-Ezra, the scribe, was a Jewish officer in the court of 
Babylon; he obtained •leave to go to Jerusalem. The king 
gave him 'silver and gold to expend for the temple, and the 
altar in Jerusalem; and the king commanded his treasurers 

BB 	 385 



PERIOD VII. 	THE JEWS ASSEMBLE AT AHAVA. 

hevond the river, to supply him with silver, wheat, wine, 
and oil, that all might he diligently done for the house of God, 
that God had commanded. He commissioned him to appoint 
mi'trates and judges in the law, and to teach them their 
diiiies according to the wisdom of God; and to let judgment 
la' executed on tho'ee who disobeyed the law of God, and the 
litw of the king. Then Ezra praised God, saying, "Blessed be 
the Lord God of our fathers, \i hich hath put such a thing as 
thi+ in the king's heart. to beautify the house of the Lord w hich 
is in Jerusalem ; and hath extended mercy unto me before the 
kiln{ and his counsellors, and before all the king's mighty 
princes." Ezra took with him above a thousand of the Jews, 
and assembled them near the river Ahava, where they •abode 
three days, and where a solemn fast was held, to afflict their 
souls before God, and to seek his •guidance and blessing in 
their .journey. They then proceeded to Jerusalem, where 
Ezra delivered the treasures vith which he had been entrusted 
for the service of the temple; he also delivered the king's 
commands to the governors beyond the river, and they fur-
thered the people and the house of God. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
a grefrast--all the princes, nobles, and 

rulers of provinces were assembled, and 
the feasting and revelry continued 180 days. 
One excellent rule was however strictly 
observed by the express direction of the 
king, namely, that none did compel others 
to drink, "for se the king had appointed to 
ail the officers of bis bouse. that they should 
do according te every man's pleasure." 

for me ,mmea—in the Fast women feast 
spart from the men; Vashti gave her feast 
In the palace, while the king's was held in 
the court of the garden, where a vast tent 
with costly hanginga of white, green, and 
bine was erected. 

merry —lie was drunk, and ennsequently 
reckless of the dishonour he proposed to 
inflict open bis queen. 

site mi,At sli rw had she complied with 
bis ah+uni cemmsnd she would have 
submitted, according te Eastern notions, to 
ao ignominy worse thon death. 

.i L 

rç/umd—Vashti not only acted tree te 
the customs and opinions of ber time, but 
also under a strong sense of womanly 
propriety. 

ErOur—this was her Persian name; ber 
Jewish name was Hadassah, which means 

myrtle.' 
Mordeoi—he was s descendant of Kish, 

the father of Seul ; the nature of hisotùce 
in the court of Ahasuerus is unknown. 

Ezra—' helper; he was of the family of 
Aaron, and a grandson of Seraiah, the last 
high-priest of the Jews before the captivity ; 
2 Kings xxv. 18-21. He possessed gtest 
influence over bis countrymen, which he 
exercised for their good. 

kaae—the recent marriage of Abasneres 
and Esther bad probably a favourable 
influence on the king towards the people te 
whom sise belonged. 

miser and gold—the money amounted te 
little short of £22,YO0. 



"f EZRÂ S MOURNING." 	[606-44)0 B.C. 

abode—whenever long journeys are 
eommenced In the East, the parties first 
assemble a short distance from the city they 
start from, at which place they maketheir 
final preparations, returning to the city for 
any thing that may have been forgotten. 

guidance—their way was beset with 
dangers, for the descendants of Isbmael-
the Bedouin Arabe, were then, as now, the 
terror of travellers in the wilderness. Les. 
7, 'wild.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
INI»A—an extensive country of Eastern 

Asia, some portions of which only were 
known in the time of Abasuerus. 

RTmoeu—a name given to several coun- 

tries of Asia and Africa, the people of which 
have bladk or dark complexions. The 
several countries of Africa are now bar-
barous and idolatrous, yet the time la to 
come when God will be favourable to them, 
and cause them to know and worship him-
self alone. "Ethiopia shall soon stretch 
out her hands unto God." 

SHUSHAN—the capital of that part of 
Persia anciently called Elam, and the 
winter residence of the kings of Persia. 
Daniel the prophet had one of bis visions 
in the palace at Shushan. It was the scene 
of Vashti's deposition, Esther's promotion, 
Haman'a downfall, & Mordecai's exaltation. 

AHAvA—a aman river of Babylon, the 
situation of which is not known. 

EZRA'S MOURNING, 

• HR MOURNED BECAOSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF THEM THAT HAD BEEN 
CARRIED AWAY." 

Art thou of Ezra's seed, 
Mourning, like him, transgressors led away? 

Mourn on ! thy holy creed 
Foretells thy blessing in a future day. 

What though thine eyes be dim 
With tears for others who themselves shed none; 

Thou yet mayest know, like him, 
That joy which only can through grief be won. 

Thy soul, in brighter days, 
The oil of joy for mourning may possess; 

And the glad garb of praise 
For the dark vesture of thy heaviness. 

Thine eye may see restored 
Some for whose bondage thou hast sorrow'd long; 

The halt, by thee deplored, 
May walk again, the dumb break forth in song. 

If no such aid appear, 
Blessings rest on the path by mourners trod, 

And not a single tear 
Fais from their eyes unnotic'd by their 6,od. 

BARTON. 
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HAMAN CONTRIVES THE DESTRUCTION OF THE JEU. 

130. OF HAMAN AND MORDECAI. 
Esther iii. vi. 

Mordecai discovered a conspiracy against king Ahasuerus, and 
Esther made it known to the king. Inquisition was made, and 
Bigthan and Teresh two of the king's chamberlains were hanged 
for their crime. After these things Ahasuerus, promoted 
•Haman, an -Agagite, to be above all the other princes, and all 
the king's servants reverenced him. Mordecai alone -bowed 
not to him. Haman was very wroth and resolved to obtain a 
decree from the king •to destroy all the Jews in Persia. He 
spoke of the Jewa to the king as a disloyal people, and obtained 
•a decree against them. He then sent letters through all the 
provinces for the destruction of the Jews on a certain day. 
Then Mordecai rent bis clothes, and there was among the 
Jews great mourning and fasting and wailing. Mordecai •in-
formed Esther of the king's decree, and that ber own life was 
•endangered by Haman's designs. The queen then went to 
Ahasuerus, and she made a request to him that he and Haman 
would come to a banquet, which she had prepared. Haman 
went forth joyful, but when he saw that Mordecai bowed not 
to him, he was full of indignation against him. When Hauran 
came home, he boasted of the glory of his riches and the mul-
titude of his children, and all the things wherein the king had 
promoted him; and that Esther the queen bad invited him to 
the banquet that she had prepared. "Yet," said he, "ail this 
a,raileth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting 
at the king's gate." Then said •Zeresb his wife and all hie 
friends unto him, "Let a gallows be made of fifty subits high, 
and to-morrow speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may 
be bat ged thereon; then go thou in merrily with the king unto 
the banquet." And he caused the gallows to be made. On that 
night the king could not sleep; and the •chronicles ofhiskingdom 
were read to him, concerning the conspiracy of Bigthan and 
Teresh, which had been discovered by Mordecai. The king 
enquired, "What honour and dignity hath been done Mordecai 
for this ?" His servants told him that nothing bad been done 
for him. Haman then came to the king to speak to him about 
Mord' cai, that he should be hanged on the gallows he had pre- 
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MORDECAI IS HONOURED. 	[606-400 B.C: 

pared. The king asked him, "What shall be doue to the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour ?" Haman thought only of 
himself, and suggested that such man should be •clothed in 
royal apparel, and placed on the •king's horse, that one of 
the most noble of the princes should go with such man through 
the city, and proclaim before him, "Thus shall it be done to 
the man whom the king delighteth to honour." The king 
approved of this, and said to Haman, "Make haste, and take 
apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to 
Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate: let nothing 
fail of all that thou hast spoken." Then took Haman the 
apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him 
on horseback through the street of the city, and •proclaimed 
before him, "Thus shall it be done unto the man whom the 
king delighteth to honour." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Hamas—he was e man ofirrepressible e sum exceeding £2,000,000 of our 
pride and arrogance, and rose by the money, to indemnify the king for the 
perseverance with which he pursued bas of the Jewish revenue consequent 
tbe object of bis ambition—to be prime on their destruction. So great was the 
minister in the court of Perlia. 	kings favour towards Haman that be 

Agagite—as Agag was the common did flot require him to pay the large soin 
Dame of many of the kings of Amalek, he offered, while he allowed him to do 
it appears probable that Haman was nf with the Jews as he thought proper. 
the royal Une. Less. 21,' utterly ' 4s, 	a decree—Less. 127, 'unalterable." 

Agag;' 53,'smbte." 	 sent letters—Cyrus established posta 
bowed aof—in refusing toay never- throughout the Persian dominions-

ence tu Haman, Mordecai .,.,ted the men with horses were kept in readi-
king'scommandment;itisprobable that nesa at stations at certain distances 
be and the other Jews in Shushan from each other. Neither snow, rain, 
denied Hauran this honour on account beat, nor darkness interfered with 
of the corse under which lie lay as an these posta. 
Amalekite; or the reverence required informed—bT means of Hatach, one 
might be a species of idolatry, which of the king a chamberlains, whom 
bis conscientious feelings would not Esther bad sent to inquire of Mordecai 
permit him to render, "for be had the cause of bis mourning. 
told them that lie was e Jew." 	 endangered—the king's decree would 

to lesiroy all—the implacable hatred apply to ber also, she being a Jewesa; 
of bis ancestors towards the Hebrewa it does not appear that Abasnerus was 
bad descended to bisa; doubtless other acquainted with ber nation and religion. 
Jews bad ofended birr, and he there- Mordecai sbewed ber, however, that 
fore wished to destroy all the Jews ber position enabled ber te elect safety 
throughout the wide-spread dominions for her people, and that it was hqr duty 
of Persia. He offered to pay into the to succour them. 
royal treasury, 10,000 talents of silver, 	Zereah—' gold.' 
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PERIOD VII. 	"Â KING'S SLEEPLESS NIGHT." 

ehronickea—the Persian kings exercis-
ed the utmost care to regieter every 
occoreuee worthy of preservation 
chiefly, however, the events connected 
with the court. By a sinlrulnr Provid-
ence—tbe king could not sleep—the 
chronicle was ealled tor—and the reader 
turned te that part in which Mordeeai's 
services were recorded—honour was 
decreed him—and Hauran was te be the 
means ot conferring it. 

e%lhed— Leas. 47, 'robe;' Haman's 
advice included the investiture of the 
king's favonrite wish the royal turban,' 
as well ns the royal robe. The privi- 

Iege of wearing the royal robes was a 
dignify of e very exalted kind. 

king's horse—this was another high 
mark of royal favour very rarely con-
ferred. The people of the East, not 
excepting the Hebrewa, esteemed it 
criminal for any one te use what had 
once been appropriated te royalty; but 
in Pernis this exclusiveness was carried 
to its utmost limits, death being the 
puniwhment of the offender. 

proclaimed—thus Haman was called 
on to proclaim Mordecai'a honour, et 
the very instant when he came te peti-
tion for bis destruction. 

A KING'S SLEEPLESS NIGHT. 
--ON THAT NIGHT COULD NOT THE KING RI.EEP, AND HE C('MMANDED TO BRIN& 

THE BOOK Or THE CHRONICLES1 AND THEY WERE READ BRFOItETHE KING' 

Mordecai, though long forgot, 
When the monarch elumber'd not, 
For the service lie had done 
Proud and regal honours won. 

Long was his reward delayed, 
Long he sate in seeming shade, 
While the sun shone fair and bright 
On the haughty Agagite. 

Yet in patient faith he ente 
B atching on at Shushan's gate 
H umble-hearted, hopeful-eye'd, 
Bowing not to Haman'a pride. 

Corne at last the destin'd hour 
When, by God's o'er-ruling power. 
Sleep no soothing charm could fling 
On the eye-lids of the King. 

Then the Chronicles which told 
Service done by hint of old, 
Gain'd him at the King's command, 
]ionours from proud Haman's hand. 

Christian wait and watch like him, 
Watch, though every hope seem dim; 
Wait, without one murmuring word, 
Though reward seems long deferr'd. 

BARTON. 
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131. HAMAN ACCUSED AND HANGED. 
Esther vii-ix. Nehemiah i. ii. 

After Hainan had shewed honour to Mordecai according to 
the king's command, he went to his house mourning, and told 
his friends what had befallen him. Then said his •wise men 
and Zeresh his wife unto him, "If Mordec~ai he of the seed of 
the Jews before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not 
prevail against him, but shalt surely fall before him." And 
while they were yet talking with him, came the king's cham-
berlains, and hasted to bring Hainan unto the banquet that 
Esther had prepared. There Esther accused him of having 
contrived the death of herself and her people, and Hauran was 
•hanged on the gallows which he had prepared for Mordecai. 
The king then issued another decree by which the Jews were 
allowed to defend themselves ; for the first decree could not 
be altered ; and the Jews slew many of their enemies in 
Shushan and in the provinces of Persia. Mordecai was 
promoted to great honour ; he was next to the king, and great 
among the Jews, accepted of the multitude of his brethren, 
seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all his 
seed. The Feast of •Purim was instituted by the Jews as a 
memorial of their deliverance from Hauran, their adversary. 

•Nehemiah was •cupbearer to the king of Persia. He learned 
from •Hanani that the brethren in Jerusalem were in great 
affliction, and that the walls of the city were broken down and 
the gates burned with fire. He mourned, and wept, and fasted 
certain days, and prayed to God for his people. When he 
-offered wine to the king, he asked Nehemiah why he was so 
ad; and Nehemiah said, "Why should not my countenance 

be sad, when the city, the place of my •fathers' sepulchres, 
lieth waste." Then the king said unto him, "For what dost 
thou make request ?•' So Nehemiah •prayed to the God of 
heaven. And he said unto the king, "If it please the king, 
and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou 
wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my •fathers' 
sepulchres, that I may build it." And the king said unto 
him, "For how long shall thy journey be P and when wilt 
thou return ?" So Nehemiah stated the time, and •it pleased 
the king to send him. Moreover Nehemiah said unto 'the 
king, "If it please the king, let letters be given me to the 
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PERIOD VII.] NEHEMIAH ARRIVES AT JERUSALEM. 

governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over 
till I come into Judah; and a letter unto Asaph, the keeper of 
the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams 
for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and 
for the wall of thé city, and for the house that I shall enter 
into." And •the king granted all his request. Then Nehemiah 
came to the governors beyond the river, and gave them the 
king's letters. Sanballat and the Samaritans were vexed when 
they beard of Nehemiah's arrival. Nehemiah went by night to 
view the walls, he told the elders of the king's words, but 
Sanballat and his friends laughed him to scorn and despised 
the Jews. Nehemiah answered them, "The God of heaven 
will prosper us, but ye have •no portion, nor right, nor memo-
rial in Jerusalem. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
mise awe-Raman bad no' doubt a 

princely establishment, including physi-
eians, wise men, servants, horses, &c. 
The large som ofered by him to in-
demnify the royal treasury for the lots 
of the Jewish tribute proves that be had 
immense wealth. Les. 130, 'to destroy.' 

hanged—thus, within the compass of 
a day, Haman's fortune was completely 
reversed; it wai no extraordinary 
manifestation of God's power, but it was 
a notable instance of retributive justice. 

Pari,.—' Iota;' lots bad been cast 
before Raman for the determination of 
the month and dey of the month which 
might be most favourable for the eae-
eation of bis horrid design against the 
Jews; hence the title of this feast. 
The feast of Purim is still observed by 
the Jews in ail parts of the world, and 
is usually e day of total rest from labour, 
of hilarity, and fregaeutly of excess; in 
the synagogue the book of Esther is 
read, and whenever the reader otters 
the name of Raman the whole congre-
gation—mea, women, and children, rise 
ap and clap with their hands, and stamp 
with their feet, extiaimiug, "Let his 
name and his memory be blotted oat;" 
when the reading is finished they ail 
exelaim, "Cursed be Raman! Blessed 
be Mordecai! Cursed be Zeresh! 

Blessed be Esther! Carsed be ail 
idolaters! Blessed be all Israelites! and 
blessed also be Harbonah, at whose 
instance Raman was banged." At this 
feast alma are given to the poor; rela-
tions and friends send presents to each 
other, and ail furnish their tables with 
such Incuries as they eau command. 

Nehemiah—' whom Jehovah comforts;' 
be commenced bis career on behalf of 
bis nation about thirteen years after the 
return of Ezra to the land of Israel. He 
was a man of genuine religion, attached 
to the laws and precepts of Moses, and 
a devoted servent of bis own people. 

cup-bearer—this was an bonourable 
office, the cupbearer being the most 
highly-favoured of ail the servants in the 
royal household. It was also a situa. 
tion of great profit, which is proved by 
the fact that the expenses of Nehemiah', 
goverument in Jerusalem were defrayed 
from his own fonds. The king's cap-
bearer was generally chosen for bis 
comeliness of person, gracefulncas of 
manners, and affability of temper; 
Leus. I lb, 'most beautiful.' 

Hamsei—he was Nehemiah's brother, 
and noted for deep piety and unswerving 
integrity; he had gone ap to Jerusalem 
with some of the returned captivez, but 
soon came back with a gloomy accusai 
of the state of affaira there. 
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"BOOM FOR THE PROUD." 	[606-4.00 B.C. 

offered wine—tbe cup was washed 
under the king's eye, and being filled 
was presented in n graceful manner; it 
was a part of the duty ot the cap-bearer 
to taste the wine offered to the king, 
so as to assure him that it was free 
from poison. 

prayed--silently; within himself; he 
Offered an ejaculatoryprayer. The book 
of Nehemiah abounds with instances 
of his zeal and piety. 

father's sepulchres—Les. 16, ' cbarged ; 
90, 'took;' 36 de 65,' buried: 

il pleased—tbe queen, Esther, was 
sitting by the king when Neheminh 
made bis request ; her influence therefore  

would not be wanting to induce theking 
to comply with the request of bis cup-
bearer. 

the king granted—the Persian kings 
did not discountenance therehuildingof 
the temple at Jerusalem, recognising it 
es a duty they owed to their subjects of 
the Hebrew religion, to assist them in 
the celebration of their rites and cere-
monies in a manner becoming the 
worship of Jehovah—the God of the 
Jews. The consent of the king to the 
rebuilding of the walls of the city must 
have been given from motives of state 
policy to attach the Jews more closely 
to the Persian interest. 

no portion—Less. 128, 'Samaritans.' 
PRIDE. 

Room for the Proud—Ye sons of clay 
From far bis sweeping pomp survey, 
Nor, rashly curious, clog the way 

His chariot wheels before 1 

Lo ! with what scorn bis lofty eye 
Glances o'er Age and Poverty, 
And bids intruding Conscience fly 

Far from his palace door! 

Room for the Proud ! but slow the feet 
That bear his coffin down the street: 
And dismal seems bis winding-sheet 

Who purple lately wore ? 

Ah! where must now his spirit fly 
In naked, trembling agony? 
Or how shall he for mercy cry, 

Who shew'd it not before! 

Room for the Proudi in ghastly state 
The lords of Hell bis coming wait, 
And flinging wide the dreadful gate, 

That shuts to ope no more. 

"Lo here with us the seat," they cry, 
For him who mock'd at poverty, 

And bade intruding Conscience fly 
Far from his palace door !" 

HKUER. 
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132. COMPLETION OF THE WALLS. 
Nehemiah ii-x. & xiii. Malachi. 

Sanballat, the governor of Samaria, and Tobiah, an Ammon-
ite of much wealth and importance, derided the Jews in their 
labours, yet they were angry as the work proceeded. 
Nehemiah set. men •to guard those who builded, and some of 
them worked with one hand, and held a weapon in the other; 
the builders had every one his sword girded by his side, for 
their enemies practised craft, hy rumours and false prophets, 
to terrify the Jews. When the wall was finished, their enemies 
were much cast down, and it was •dedicated with gladness, and 
thanksgivings. About this time the poor Jews cried out 
against the -bondage and oppressions of the rich. Nehemiah 
reproved the rich, and they promised to leave off •usury, and 
•restore to their brethren their lands, and vineyards, and olive-
yards, and bouses. 

Neheiniah was recalled to Persia, and he placed his brother 
Hanani, and Hananiah, the ruler of the palace, in charge over 
Jerusalem. Ezra instructed the people in the law, and the 
people rejoiced to hear the words of the law read to them. 
They also kept the feast of •Tabernacles seven days. On 
the twenty-fourth day of the same month they fasted in sack-
cloth, and separated themselves -from strangers, and made 
confession of their own and their fathers' sins. They then 
made a solemn covenant to observe the commandments of the 
Lord, and not to forsake the house of their God. Nehemiah 
again came to Jerusalem, and testified against those who were 
unfaithful, particularly against the sabbath-breakers. He saw 
in those days in Judah some •treading wine-presses on the 
sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and lading asses; also 
wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they 
brought into Jerusalem on. the sabbath day: and he testified 
against them in the day wherein they sold victuals. Then 
he contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, 

What evil thing is this that ye do, and •profane the sabbath 
day P did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all 
this evil upon us, and upon this city ? yet ye bring more 
wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath." He also testified 
against those that had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, 
and of Moab; and their children spake half in the speech of 
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PROPHECIES OF MALACHI. 	[606-400 B.C. 

Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jew'slanguage but accord-
ing to the language of each people. And he contended with 
them, saying, "Ye •shall not give your daughters unto their 
sons, nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves." 

-Malachi was the last of the prophets whose writings are in 
the Old Testament. He foretold the •conversion of the Gen-
tues; he spoke of Christ as the •Sun of Righteousness; and 
of the coming of John the Baptist, in the Spirit of •Elijah, 
to prepare for the coming of Christ. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

10 guard—it is not an uncommon I were assured of the Divine Protection 
occurrence to witness, even at the pre- of their wives, children, & possessions. 
sent day, similar scenes inesstera cour- j Less. 29, 'leave: 
tries, bordering upon the wild countries 	from strangers—put away their idola- 
of the Bedonins and Tartars; also in i trou wives. Compare Less. 35, `took 
cases where quarrels exist between the their daughters,' and 37,'throw down.' 
different tribes or clans of une coin- treading—Less. 50, 'wine;' the trough 
munity. Men may also be seen follow- or wore-press was either dag in the 
ing the peaceful occupations of agri- I grounit, and lined with masonry, or else 
culture, with guns or swords about built upon the ground. Lesson 37, 
them or within rendit, to be ready for ` wine-pres,.' 
sodden attacks. 	 I profane the sabbath—among the 

dedicated—consecrated to the defence crimes charged upon the people of 
of the people, the temple, and the holy Israel that of sabbath-breaking was 
worship of Jehovah. The heather one of the most prominent; this sin so 
dedicated their city walls to the gode I greatly provoked the Lord that he 
they worshipped. 	 caused the land to enjoy its sabbaths 

bondage—Lea. 
120,' proclaim liberty; by removing its eultivators into cap- 

' I made.' 	
tivity for mnny years. 

usury—lending money on interest; 	
shah rat—Lesson 32, 'come not. 

though this is quite allowable with us 	Malachi—• angel of the Lord;' no- 
ioder the limitation of honourable thing is known of hie personal history; 
trading, and though the Jews were he prophesied about 400 years before 
permitted it in trading with foreigners, the hirth of Christ. He sealed up the 
it was most rigidly forbidden them in volume of prophecy in the description of 
their pecuniary transactions with each that Personage at whose appearance the 
other. Exod. xxii. 25; Dent. aaüi. 19. Evangelists begin the Gospel History. 

rex[ore—the poor proprietors were 	
couer'sion—change of religious felth, 

P 	P P 	 and mode of life ; they should turn from 
compelled to mortgage their lands for their degrading idolntry (Les. 35, 
money to pay the king's tribute, and for nerved their gods') and from their 
the support of their families. 	 wicked and iiccuBQns coarses, t.o the 

Tabernacles—the feast of booths; pure and ho!y service of God. 
instituted to commemorate the dwell-  

ttheir 	
Sun—the source of spiritual life and of their ancrstors in lents daring; light. Less. 105, 'great light.' 

their journey through the wilderness. 	
Ef' 	 os- ah—John the Ba fiat should The men of Israel were strictly enjoined 	 d 	pl to  appear before God in Jerusalem et seas ti  the boldness and self-denia of  

the celebration of this feast, the feast of that eminent servant of God. 
Passover, and the feast of Pentecost, or 	prepare—Lesson III, ' fore-runner,' 
first fruits; on which occasions they 'erieth in the wilderness.' 
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THE RESTORATION OF SALEM. 
Yes, Salem, thou shalt rise: thy Father's aid 
Shall heal the wound his chastening hand bas made; 
Shall judge the proud oppressor's ruthless sway, 
And burst his brazen bonds, and cast his cords away, 
Then on your tops shall deathlesa verdure spring: 
Break forth, ye mountains, and ye vallies sing! 
No more your thirsty rocks shall frown forlorn, 
The unbeliever's jest, the heathen's scorn; 
The sultry sands shall tenfold harvests yield, 
And a new Eden deck the thorny field. 
E'en now, perhaps, wide waving o'er the land, 
The mighty angel lifta bis golden wand; 
Courts the bright vision of descending power, 
Telle every gate, and measures every tower, 
And chides the tardy seals that yet detain 
The Lion Judah, from bis destined reign. 
And who is He? the vast the awful form, 
Girt with the wbirlwind, sandal'd with the storm! 
A western cloud around bis limbs is spread, 
His crown a rainbow, and a sun bis head. 
To highest heaven he lifta bis kingly hand, 
And treads at once the ocean and the land! 
And hark! his voice amid the thunder's roar, 
Hia dreadful voice that time shall be no more] 
Lo! cherub banda tbe golden courts prepare, 
Lo! thrones are set, and every saint is there; 
Earth's utmost bounds confess their awful sway, 
The mountains worship, and the isles obey; 
Nor sun nor moon they need; nor day nor night, 
God is their temple, and tbe Lamb their light, 
And shall not Israel's sons exulting come, 
Hail the glad beam and claim their ancient home? 
On David's throne shall David's offspring reign, 
And the dry bones be warmed with life again. 
Harki white-robed crowds their deep hosannahs raise, 
And the hoarse flood repeats the sound of praise, 
Ten thousand harpe attune their mystic song, 
Ten thousand thousand saints the strain prolong, 
"Worthy the lamb! omnipotent to save, 
Who died, who lives, triumphant o'er the grave!" 

HEBER'S PALESTINE. 
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