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The Preservation of Identity 
in the Resumectiori; 

*Bni oorrv man d l  say, H a v  (I*I tln dlJ r a i d  @? andwith what- 
lo thycaru?  T h f o o l  #WwMLkowsarutumdqt&Rmd,crupl 
i l ~ ~ : ~ 1 ~ 1 k t ~ ~ ~ L r o o a d , t ~ c a n f r d t m b d y ~ ~ ~ ~ y  
tu, M a] .ban p 5  rt rry .chmm o/ w#d, P o/ s o m  d h r  gratn: 
B d d P & d . b . 3 ' U  d W * -  k*m, d)..*111111(1 
am bdy."-1 Car. 16: 3s-38. 

HEN we read thaw words wik unprejudiced 
minds we see that the Bible agrees with Science 
in ass;rting that the body, which besom- dis- 

integrated a t  death, will not be resurrected. The Scriptures 
nowhere teach the resurrection of the body ; this passage 
distinctly denies i t  :-" Thou fool . . :ha smut luf ' t k d  &#dry wk&k J M Z  b.." - The question is often asked : It the body wil l  not be 
resurrected, how will the identity be preserved in the 
resurrection ? Must not some part of the old individual 
be preserved during the interval ? What is this seed or 
bare grain, which, the Apostle oays, is sown a t  death, and 
will be given a body as i t  pleases God ? Is i t  not an 
immaterial something, whatever we may call it, whether 
soul or spirit, wbich God preserves and to which he gives 
a new body in the resurrection ? We reply : The soul is 
the whole sentient being. When,the soul or being dies, 
it goes out of existence. God preserves the memory and 
character of the individual, not as an immaterial some- 
thing, but merely as a remembrance. In the resurrection 
he will impart this memory and character to a new body, . 
and thus the identity will be preserved. 

Many profess that they cannot understand how a man% 
mental and moral characteristicr can be preserved dnless 
during the interval between death and the resurrecti@n 
they have been embodied in some material or spiritual 
substance. Now this is raally the old di5cnlty wbicb led 
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to the conception of the natural immortality of the soul, 
.and the theory of the disembodied spirits of the dead. 

. We admit that the subject is difficult for our finite minds 
to grasp. We. cannot understand it completely. By and 
by, when that which is perfect is come, and when we know 
even as we are known, doubtless we shall be able to com- 
prehend it  clearly. We can, however, understacd it to 
some extent. . . 

The ' PllonoQrrrph Illustration. 
The illustration which I have found most satisfactory 

to myself, and also to others to whom I have suggested 
it, is that of the honograph. It is hinted a t  by the late 
Charles T. Itussee in his fifth volume of " Studies in the 
Scripturea '' (last two y g r a p h s  of chapter 18) :-" But 
does doubt cry out : How could God in resurrection 
reproduce the millions of earth completely so that each 
will know himse? and profit by the memory of present 
life experience ? We answer that in the phonograph 
cylinder even man b able to preserve his o m  words and 1 
reproduce them ; much more is our Crtator able to repro- 
duce for the entire race such brain or m as will per- 
fectly reproduce every sentiment, thoug=d experience. 
David seems to refer to the power of God in a manner 
thit might be applicable either prophetically to the 
resurrection, or reflectively to the first birth. He says :- 

" ' I will praise thee ; for I am fearfully and wonder- 
funy made. My substance [organism] was not hid from 
thee when I was made in secret, curiously wrought in the 
lower parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see my substance 
being yet imperfect; and in thy book all my members 
were written which in continuance [gradually] were 
fashioned when as yet there was none of them '-Psa. 
180 : 14-16." 

To follow out the illustration of the phonograph in 



detail, we see that the cylinder or blank record represents 
our whole physical organism, particularly the brain. 

The motive power of the phonograph is the spring 
mechanism, which, therefore, represents our spirit or 
power of life. It is only when there is life in the machine 
that the record is made, just as i t  is only during life that 
we can write our character on our organism. 

The voice spoken into the instrument represents our 
thoughts, words and actions, and the vibrations of the 
needle represent the various chemical and other changes, ! which are nexwwy for the production of the impressions 
on our organism. 

After the record is finished, i t .& found to consist of a 
more or less continuous seriee of minute wave-like im- 
pressions on the surface of the cylinder. These correspond 

\ to impressions on our organism, particulily on our brain, 
caused by our thoughts, words, and deeds. While the 
record proper is the series of wave-like impressions, yet 
the whole cylinder is also called a record. So is i t  with 

j us. Our whoh being is the soul, yet the soul proper, the 
essential part of us, is our character. 

When we replace the record in the phonograph and 
make the necessary changes, and give life to the instrument 
by winding up the spring mechanism and setting i t  in 
motion, the apeechor song is reproduced with exactness, 
the same words, the same tone, the same inflections, etc., 
everything identical with what had been spoken or sung 
into it. 

Suppose the record is now destroyed, no man has power 
to produce one similar in all respects ; but thougb man 
has not this power, the Almighty has it. It is possible 
for God to note and remember the marks on the original 
cylinder so accurately, that years or even centuries after 
it has been destroyed he could inscribe them on a new 
cylinder. He could reproduce the length, .breadth, depth, 
and shape of the lines, and their relationship one to 



another so exactly, that when zet g6ing in the phonograph 
all who heard i t  would say, Why, that is the original 
record I " 

That is what God is going to do with every individual 
both of the Church and of the world. Each person is 
writing hie own character on his organism, particularly on 
his brain. Every time he thinks, and especially evety 
time he speaks or acts, he is making an impression on his 
organism. A thought makes a faint impression, a word 
makesea deeper impression, and an action makes a still 
deeper impression, because "actions speak louder than , 
words." These all go to the making of character. When . 
a thought is often repeated it is more likely to show itself 
by word or action, and the more often thoughts, words 
or actions are repeated, the deeper become the resultant. 
lines of character on our organism, particularly on our 
brain. By and by these impressions become so deep that 
we call them habits. 

Habib make Character. . 
A mrm's rricrmtm may IL+I or l r ~ ~  swm t& his 

Milt. When habib are formed the impressions are made 
'I 

f not only on the brain, but frequently cilso on the whole 
organism. They are shown more or less on his face, in 
his gait, in the tone of his voice, and in the shake of his 
hand. When we are introduced to anyone, we form more 
or less consciously a rough estimate of his character. If 
he has a frank honest expression in his eyes and in his 
whole face and manner, if he has a cheerful ring in his 
voice, if he gives a wann shake of the hand, we feel sure 
that we have met someone whom we can trust. On the 
other hand, if his eyes are mean and shiw, his smile 
cynical, his gait sneaking, and his hand-shake unresponsive, 
we have the feeling that we should ha9e as little as possible 
to do with that man. It is not necessary to enter further 1 
into details. Sufficient has been said to remind us that 1 
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a man's character is vequently revealed to some extent 
a t  least, by his general appearance. 

But these outward marks, while tbgy are mainly the 
evidences of corresponding changes in the brain, are, to 
some extent a t  least, results of heredity and environment, 
and are not always a safe index of what is going on within. 
Hence we csrnnot always judge a man's character by his 
, appearance ; but God looks not so much a t  the outward 

appearance as a t  the mind and heart, the mental and moral - characteristics, evidenced by changes in the brain. He 
, takes note of these changes, and as the Prophet Malachi 

poetically puts it, he writes them all down on his " book 
of remembrance " ; that is to say, he stores them up in 
his memory. Then when the time comes for the awakening 
of the dead, no matter how long the interval may have 
been, even though i t  may have extended to many centuries, 
he will reproduce or stam these characteristics on a new 
body,, just as he might gave reproduced the wave-like 
impressions of a broken record on a new cylinder. Possibly 
God could have done this a t  the first without our requiring 
to form our own character, but he prefers to deal with us 
as free and intelligent moral agents. 

Thus the identity of every individual in the world W i l l  
be preservd in the resurrection. Each will remember 

' his past life, just as he now remembers it, and his habits, 
good and bad, will be the same. Every sentiment, thought, - and experience will be perfectly reproduced. Thus he will . 
recognise himself. His friends also will recognise him, 
not so much by his outward appearance as by his habits. 

, You remember how our Lord's followers failed to recognise 
him after his resurrection till he revealed himself by one 
or other of his habits. Mary &took him for a gardener 
till he *d tenderly in the manner so familiar to her. . 
"Mary 1 Then, tt once rpgnising him, she turned 
herself and said, Master l The two disciples who 
walked with him to Emmaus that same day, though their 
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hearts burned kithin them while he talked with them by 
the way, failed to recognise him by his appearance and voke, 
but when, later, " he took bread and blessed it, and brake 
and gave to them," they immediately recognised him, 6nd 
then he " vanished out of their sight." 

I t  has been objected that i t  is degrading. God -to state 
that he will store up in his memory any evil deeds. Surely 
there is some misconception here l Does the objector 

-. think that God would become contaminated in any way ? 
The remembrance of the evil does not contaminate God. - 
We know that it does not, because God is holy and cannot 
be tempted of evil. God is Judge, and i t  would be im- . 

. possible for him to judge unless he knew good and evil, 
and could remember t h ~  character of both the righteous 
and the unrighteous. For God shall bring every work 
into judgment, with every secret thirig,,whether i t  be good, 
or whether i t  be evil " (Eccl. 12 : 14). 

Derivation of the-word 8Wharacter.'9 " 

The word "character," viewed derivatively, is very 
appropriate. It is a Greek word meaning, according to 
Liddell and Scott (1) An instrument for marking or 
graving ; also of a person, the engraver. (2) Commonly, 
a mark engraved or impressed on coins, seals, etc. ; also, 
the mark o r  token inrprrsscd ( as it wcrr ) m a pdrson or 
thirr~, by which it is Rnonm from othws; a distinctive 
mark, character. 

Marks on the Brain. 
The brain is composed of two great hemispheres of w&& 

matter connected with each other a t  the base and covered 
over with a thin layer of grey mattrr. As the surface of the, 
brain is thrown into lobes-and convolutions by deep and 
shallow sulo' Wsures), the resulting area of grey matter - 
on the surface of the brain is very extensive. When ex-- 
trcmely thin oections of this grey matter are -- 



under a powerful microscope, innumerable minute bodies, 
called neurons or nerve-cells, are found crowded together. 
They are connected by delicate nerve-filaments with ona 
another and with all the various regions of the body, and 
it is these nerve filaments which compose the white matter 
of the brain. The neurons are supposed by physiologists 
to govern our thoughts, words, and actions, and to be the 
store-house of our memory. Possibly, therefore, the 
neurons, or, rather, the changes that take place in them, 
correspond to the wave-like impressions on the surfaco 
of the phonograph cylinder. 

If that be so, what the ,Lord will do in the resurrection 
will be to reproduce a similar set of neurons in the brain 
of the new body, and the result will be that the old habits 
of thought, word, and action will  be restored. ' 

, 
'@To Every Seed His Own Body.3' 

Our God is Mnitely loving and wise. "His tende! - 
mercies are over all his works." He wilbgrant to ever) 
one the right and proper desire of his heart. I hope yort 
are ~f the wheat class, that your affections are set on 
things above and not on the things of the earth ; for if 
so, you will receive a heavenly or spiritual body in the 
resurrection, like that of the last Adam, your great f:fe- 
runner and heavenly Lord. But there.are grains of 
some other " kind. These- also will .get their proper 
desh. There are many who tak about heaven, say they 
hope to go to heaven, but their heart is not there. Their 
affections are not spiritual, but earthly. Such persow 
will be more thb satisfied with Paradise restored It 
will far exceed the fondest desires of their heart or theit 
wildest dreams of fancy: A dear sister in the Truth, 
while shopping one day, overheard part of a conversation 
between a clergyman and a lady who were standin beside 
her a t  the same counter. It appeared 6 a t  the la%y had 
been very ill, and the clergyman was sympathising with 
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9 r .  In the course of the conversation the lady aald :- 
Yea, indeed, I was dangerously ill; i t  is on1 by the 

mercy of God that I'mmot h heaven to-day." &dentlT 
she did not desire to go to heaven. Her affections were 
centred on earthly W g s .  

Those who have earthly, fleshly dedma will, it obedient 
to the great Mediator, be resurrected to the likeness of the 
tirst Adam, perfect human beings with full .dominion 
over a perfect earth. When they are awakened from the 
grave or death-state, their bodies will be stamped with 
exactly the same character as they possessed a t  the time 
of their death ; for the eyes of the Lord are in every place 
beholding the good and the evil, and he is taking note of 
the chay te r  of everyone, both of the Church and of the 
worlcl; Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap (Gal. 6 : 7). Thus the identity of each will be pre- 
wrved in the resurrection, and everyone wil l  be held 
responsible for the deeds done in the body. "And so 
It has bean written, The First Adam became a living - 
mu1 ; the Last Adam a life-giving Spirit. The Spiritual, 
however, was not the first, but the animal [or natuial] ; 
afterwards the Spiritual. The first man was from the 
ground, earthy [of earthly origin]; the second man L 
from heaven [of heavenly or spiritual origin]. Of what 
kind the earthy one, such a h  h e  earthy ones; and of 
what kind the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones ; 
and even as WE bore the likeness of the earthy one, WE 
rh l l  also bear the likeness of the heavenly one. And I 
.say this, brethren, because flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God ; nor shall corruption inherit incor- 
ruption" (1 Cor. 16: 46-60, Diaglatt). We who are no 
longer in the flesh but in the spirit, because the spirit of 
God dwells in us, wiy:ec*ve spiritual or heavenly bodies 
in the resurrectjon; But the natural man nceiveth not 
tbe things of the spirit of God " (1 Cor. 2 : 14). His mind 
is not spiritual but earthly ; therefore in the mprrection 
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he-will receive a ar tby body lil. that of the first Adain. 
" That which is born of the flesh, is flesh ; and that which 
ii born of the spitit, is spirit '' (John 1 : 6). 

In the cme of the Church, it b the h e r  intentions, 
and the efforts put forth as the outcome of these intentions, 

- which reprosent the character of the m w  n1d~t8. The 
imperfections of thought, word md deed, which are not 
wilful, but are the result of our organism rendered im- 
perfect --ugh the Fall, am covered by the righteousness 
of God in Christ Jesus. In the rearuraction, thefore, 
the cbgea  in the peurons due to the imperfections of the 

' 

0esh, will not be reproduced, but thorn which are the results 
of the heart's intentions will be stamped on the perfect 
spiritual body which the Lord will create. In this way 
the identity of the New Creature will be prmenkd, but 
not the identity of the old hummn nature. It is as if a 
trained vocalist were to dug into e phonograph which has 
been fitted with a faulty cylinder. The resulting record 
would be discordant. But God could destroy the faulty 
cylinder, make a new one of different material and finer 
quality, and re~roduce upon it the wave-like impressions 
caused by the anger's voice, and ignore tbe others due to 
the imperfections of the cylinder. The result would ba 
o perfect record which would give forth the beautiful. 
.melody exactly as it had been sung into the phonograph, 

In the -.of the world, however, the various change8 
in the neurons will be reproduced in the haman or natural 
body, which wil l  be created exactly as they were in the 
old organism. The result wi l l  be an exact reproduction 
of the character of the individual as i t  was a t  the time of 
his death. Little children who have died before they have . 
bad time to form character will have no bad habits to 
rrnleam in tha resurrection. This willbe to some extent 
to their advantage, but on the other hand this advantage ' 
will be oou~terBnbnced by their lack of the lessons gained 



by a previous. experience of evil. They will ,require to 
gain their experience during the Millennium. I 

, 
The Importance of Character. 

We see, then, the great importance of forming the ef I 
kind of character now. That is the only thing we now 
have which will be restored to us in the resurrection. . 
When we get this thought, we can realise the worthlessness 
and transitoriness of all else. Our attention will not be 
so much on what we shall eat and drink, what clothes we 
shall wear, how much money we can make, what remedies 
we should use for our various bodily ailments, etc. While . 
these things are necessary in order that we may preaerve 
our health and strength and do more efficient service fot 
the Lord, the truth, and the brethren, the essential thin4 
is the formation of the Christ-like character. Our time 
energies, etc., therefore, should be first and foremost in 
this direction, for i t  was for this purpose that Gad pre- 
destinated the bride of Christ, that the various members 
should be in the image of Christ. - 

That is why Jesus said : "Seek ye h t  the kingdom 
of -God and his righteousness." That is why the Apostle 
wrote : I count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." All the things 
which the world considers so wonderful and desirable are 
loss and dross to us that we may win Christ, be made 
partakers of his sufferings and conformable to his death,. 
and so share in his resurrection. Are oar domestic or 
business affairs filling our mind ? Are we worrying over 
our balance-sheet ? If so, let us realise that these and 
all other earthly things are but secondary. Let us do our 
duty with regard to these, but let them not fill our"mind 
and heart. Rather let us say with the Apostle This 
one thing I do . I ress toward the mark for tho 
prize of the high 'Ag of 8a d in Christ Jesus." 
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~ i l t t ~ r i t n ~ ~  Between a Phono$raph nnd a Man. 
Thus the $honograph serves as a good illustration of the 

method by which God will preserve the identity of each 
individual in the reaurreotion. Yet there is a considerable 
and important Werence between 8 phonograph and a 
man. The ode is merely a mechanical device ; the other 
i s  a living soul, a sentient being. 

(1) The phonograph is altogether the creature of ita 
environment. It has no conscience or moral sense, that 
is to say, no faculty of discerning right and wrong ; and 
i t  has no yption. If a person sings into it, i t  cannot say 
to itself : I do not like that song. I do not approve 
of that sentiment.'' It cannot rise up and go out in search 
of more congenial society. In  a word, i t  cannot volun- 
tarily change its environment, and i t  must record every- 
thing that is spoken or sung into it, so long as its cy2ndet 
is moving. .- 

Though, like the phonograph, a man is ipfluenced by 
his environment, he can change it, more or less, as he 
desiree. As-a rule, he can choose better or worse com- 
panions, better or worse books, better or worse modes 
,of life, etc. There is a great deal of truth in the old 
saying : "Birds of a feather flock together." I f  you 
are godly-minded, the worldly-minded wil l  not desire 
your company, nor you theirs. If you persist in associating 
with worldly people, when you can dissociate yourself 
from them, yon d be more or less contaminated ; 
some of their worldly sentimen?' wi l l  be received by 
you ; for, as the Apostle says : Evil communications 
corrupt good manners " (1 Cor. ' 16 : 36). Suppose 
you are a member of one of the denominations of 
Christendom, and you have come to realise that you 
are associating with worldly p p l e ,  you shoul! dissociate 
yourself irom them. The Lord exhorts us : Come oat, 
from among them. Be ye clean that bear the vesseb 



)teachings] of the h r d  " (2 Cor. 6 : 17 ; ha. 62 : 11 ). 
The Apostle also urges us not to forsake t&e assembling 
@f ourselves together. Is this a contradiction ? No. 
The Apostle is addressing those who are endeavouring to 
be llke Christ, and exhorting tbsm to meet often one with' 
another, in order to provoke one another to love and to 
good works, and t h  the more they see the day a proach, 
the day of the Lord,-the day of vengeanc8 upon 8hristen- 
dom, and the day of the Church's deliverance. If we 
follow the Apoetle's advice, we shall find that the resulting 
influeace upon our minds and hearts will be good. 

We cannot, however, altogether avoid contact with the 
evil that b in the world, and it is not meant by God that 
we should. Our forefathers, many of them godly men, 

r rceiving the teaching of tha Scriptures that the Church 
not of the world but separate from it, shut themselves 

up in monasteries, but i t  was in vain. They could not 
avoid the evil that was in the world, and it waa not God's 
purpose that his chilflren should withdraw from the world 
m this fashion. The evil which we cannot avoid we must 
resist, in the mme that we must not be influenced by it 
to do or think evil. On the contrary, we must overcome 
evil with gQod for i t  is to the overcobers that Jesus has 
promised a share with him on his throne, even as he als6 
overcame evil with good and sat down with his Father 
on his throne. This means that the evil influences from 
without should be used as opportunities for enabling us - 
by the grace of God to form good habits of thought, word 
and deed, habits of faith, patience, meekness, and love. 
Suppostr you had nothing to test your patience, how could 
you develop this strong quality. We learn obedience 
through the thing8 which we suffer, just ae did our great 
Foruunner . 

Thus, while the phonograph, so long as ita cylieder ia ' 

moving, must record all the sounds whiah come to ~t from 
without, we, on the contrary, record on our organisms ow 
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own thoughts, wgrds and deecir, and not those of othera 
unless we choose to make them our own. God is leaving- , 
each of us to the freedom of our will, while a t  the same 
time he is seeing to i t  that all things are working together 
for good to tho86 who love him, who are the called according 

' to his purpose. 
Thns one great diilerence bekeen a phonograph and a 

human being is that the latter is possessed of a conscience, 
the ability to discern what is right and what isawrong, and 
he has freedom of will to choose between the two, to accept 
or reject aa he desirm. 

(2) The other great difference betrreen 8 phonograph 
and a human being, is that the machine cannot voluntarily 
obliterate or deepen the marks on its records once they 
are made. Men, on the contrary, can do this to a greater 
or less extent. In order to understand this, let us con- 
sider what is a living soul. 

A Livin* Soul. 
The word of God says : " The Lord God formed man 

of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his ,yostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living soul (Gen. 
9 : 7). When man was formed of the dust of the und, 
the elements of the earth, he had all the p o t e n s e a  of . 
hearing, speech, thought, and action, but, without the 
power of life, none of these could be put into force. Then 
God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,-the 
spirit or power of life. Then, and- not till then, man 
became a living soul. Thns we see that the soul is not 
the body, nor is i t  the spirit of life, but i t  is the whole 
sentient being, the being which is endowed with sense- 
perception. 

The dominant part of the sod L the will, the thinking 
part of a man. This is the r e ,  the red person, for in a 
sense the body b merely the instrument of the will. Yet 
there can be no will without a body. A man whose brain 
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has been injured cannot tell after his recovery what occurred 
, during the interval of his unconsciousness. This is surely 
a positive proof that his mind is not independent of his 
organism. 

I have already mentioned that the grey matter of the 
brain is the organ of volition and intelligence. It may 
be mapped out into three areas :- 

(1 ) An area in the frontal region concerned in cognition 
and volition. 

(2) a motor or ideo-motor area in the middle above the 
ears, and 

(3) a sensory area behind. 
This distinction,, however, is not absolute. 

The neurons or nerve-cells in these areas are arranged 
in groups. For instance, the nerve-cells which control 
the ribkt side of the body are situated on the &fi side of 
the brain ; the leg area being in the grey matter a t  the 
summit of the brain ; the arm area lower down on the 
same (left) side of the brain ; and the neck and face areg, 
including also speech, still lower down. _ What applies to 
mankind, applies also, though in a lesser degree, to all 
mammals. They also have a brain composed of grey and 
white matter, with neurons and nerve-filaments. They 
also respond to stimuli, are congcious, and can reason to 
some extent. The arguments usually put forward in 
support of the anscriptural doctrine commonly held 
regardin the astare of the soul and its supposed inherent 
immort.afity, wonld apply also to the lower animals. 

Professor Ferrier demonstrated the various areas by 
.exposing ths brain of a monkey and experimenting with . 
the poles of a battery. (The brain is insensitive to pain.) 
After some practice 4e was able', by touching the various 
points of the motor area in turn, to cause the monkey to . 
perform various actions, such as extending its arm, seizing 
an apple, conveying i t  to its mouth, and biting it. From 
these experiments valuable knowledge has been gained, 



enabling surgeons to localise the area of the brain affected 
in many cases of tumour, etc., in human beings. 

The filaments which connect the nerve-cells, with each 
other and with the various portions of the body, form, 
when gathered into fine or thick cords, the various nerves. 
These are classified as sensory nerves, motor nerves, etc. 
The sensory nerves convey impressions from the eye, ear, 
mouth, skin, and other parts to the respective cells in the 
sensory area, and thence the impressions are conveyed by 
connecting filaments first to the higher intellectual centres, 
and thence, as a rule, to the nerve-cells in the motor area. 
These in turn originate impulses which are transmitted 
along the motor nerves to the corresponding muscles of 
the jaw, larynx arm, leg, or other . 

For instance:someone in front erg rPjad a stick. 
The impression strikes your eyes and immediately an 
impulse is transmitted to the visual centres a t  the back 
of your brain, and you see what is happening. The mes- 
sage is then conveyed to your intellectual centres, and you 
appreciate the fact that the man is attempting to strike 
you. Immediately the intellectual centres are thrown .. 
into a great commotion. They flash a message along to 
both your arm centres, and these in turn transmit impulses 
to the muscles of your arms, with the result that your , 

left arm is raised to protect yourself, and your right 
attempts to seize your opponent's arm or the stick. A t  
the same .time, a message is flashed along to your speecb 
centre and i t  in turn transmits impulses to the muscles 
of your throat and mouth, with the result that you call 
out " Stop." A complicated process, and yet i t  is all done 
in a second I Truly we are fearfully and wonderfully made. 

How Habits are Formed. 
At first the interval between the perception of some 

particular sensation and the action which results, is of an 
appreciable duration, but the more frequently the same 
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thoughu, words and actions rollow upod the perception 
of a certain sensation or set of sensations, the shorter- 
becomes the interval, until finally i t  is quite inappreciable. 
No conscidus effort of the will is now required. The 
action has become more or less automatic. A habit has 
been acquired. ' 

How can we explain this ? I t  may be that, just as the 
electric current flows much more readily through a thick 
wire than through a thin one, so the filaments which con- 
nect certain sensory cells with certain intellectual and 
motor cells may, from frequent use, become thicker and 
more active, and the cells themselves also may become 
more efficienti with the result that a conscious effort is 
no longer required. 

Physical Habits. 
Let me illustrate this by showing how a ph,ysical habit 

is formed. When a person begins to learn how to ride a 
bicycle, he is told that whenever the machine becomes 
inclined to one side,-he should a t  once turn the front wheel 
to the same side in order to save himself from falling. Yet 
no sooner'is he mounted on the bicycle and left to his own 
resources than he finds himself sprawling on the ground. 
Why is this ? His sensory cells warned him correctly 
when the bicycle became inclined to the side, but a t  this 
otage of his training, he requires to make a distinct con- 
scious effort in order to pass the,message on to the motorf 
cells which govern the arm muscles. Before he has even 
thought of turning the front wheel to the side, he is on 
the ground. 

After he has had a few falls, however, the painful ex- 
perience teaches' him to think more quickly and more 
definitely, and the next time he mounts the bicycle, when 
he feels i t  becoming inclined to one side, he at once turns 
the front wheel to the same side. But he has not yet 
learnt how far to turn it, and as a result he overdoes it, 



a d  &own he comes again. Should he persevere, he will 
, find that with further practice, exfending over several 

days rhaps, he will be able to ride the bicycle, though 
he s t a k e  the breadth of the road while doing so. But 
before he has gone far, his nerve-cells will become fatigued, 
and again he will fall. With some more patience and ' 

perseveran- he will find by and by to his joy that he 
can ride for miles with only an occasional wobble. j 
When he becomes an expert rider, how different'is the : 

action l How gracefnlly he glides &ng l With what 
perfect equilibrium I How accurately he chooses his path 
, among the stones and between the ruts I And yet he ' 

scarcely requires to think of what he is doing I He en- 
gages in an animated conversation with his neighbourdr 
he admires the surrounding scenery, withbut so much as , 
a wobble. ' Why is this ? It is because those sensory 

,. and motor centres which have to do with the keeping of 
.his equilibrium on a bicycle are so efficient and so well 
. connected with each other by active inbercommnnicating 

filaments that the effort of the will is no longer or scarcely 
a t  all necessary. The action has become automatic. A 
habit has been acquired. That is how habits are formed. - The illustration which I have given demonstrates the 
method of acqulremnt of physical habits ; but the pro- 
cess necessary to the formafion of mental and maral 
habits, which are so much more important becau they 1 
constitute ths character and therefore the most imBrtant , 
part of the identity of the individual, are essenti p I * similar in kind. Surely, then, if a man, in his efforts a 
mastq-the art of cycling, is willing to face the smiles and I 
gibes of friends and strangers, and to submit to the pain : 
and ignominy occasioned by frequent falls, if he can : 
persevere in spite of these aqd all other forms of dis- 
couragement, until he has crowned his efforts with success: + 

how much greater reason have WE for laying aside every 
w&ht and the oin which doth IW easily beset us, so that 
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1 we may run with patience (patient endurance) the ra& I that is set before us. In this endeavour we shall be 
greatly helped b eflecting on the f w  of the ancient 

I worthies and by b k i n g  to Jesus, the author and finisher 
I of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him, 
/ endured the cross, despising the shame, and, as a result, 
I is set down a t  the right hand of the throne of God (Heb. 
I 12 : 1, 2). 

I Mental and Moral Habits. 
I 

The more often certain thoughts, words, and actions 
follow upon certain sensations or sets of sensations, the 
more easily are they evoked. At first a conscious effort- 
is necessary, but with long practice they become more or 
less automatic. A mental or moral habit, good or bad, 
has been acquired. For instance, having consulted the 
word of counsel which our Heavenly Father has granted 
us, and having found there the proverb that a soft answer 
turneth away wrath, and the tnjunction that we should 
bless them that curse us, do good to them that hate us, 
and pray for them that despitefully use us and persecute 
us, suppose we resolve that by the grace of God we shall 

4 endeavour to follow the good advice thus given as. It 
will not be long before our resolution will be put to the test. 
Possibly on the same day some one will curse us, not as a 
rule i the sense of uttering an oath against us, but he will 
at tern!  wittingly or unwittingly, to injure our good 
w e .  At once we feel annoyed and excited, and before 
we have had time to think, we give a sharp answer in 
return. Then what a feeling of shame comes over us. 
We recognise that we have returned evil for evil,-and 
confessing our sin to our Heaven1 Father, we pray for 
his forgiveness through the merit orour dear Lord's death 
on our behalf, and we beseech him for continued favour 
in our further endeavours after righteousness. Realising 
that our fall was due to the fact that our brain has been 



all along more accustomed te obey evil thoughts than 
good thoughts, and that we was thinking fore of self 
than of God, we make an endeavour to brinq, into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ and 
think only of such things as are true, honourable, just, i 

pure, loving, and of good nport (2 Cor. 10 : 5 ; Phil. 4 : ' 4  
8). and to turn to the Lord for grace and strength in every ,1 
time of need. 

Should we persevere in spite of several failures, we 
shall f i d  by and by that we s W  be able to suffer insults 
patiently, and to return good for evil. At first we shall ' 

do it awkwardly, so that sometimes we shall wonder 
whether i t  would not .have been bet-simply to have 
faken no notia of the one who is using us despitefully ; 
but if we continue to practice, we shall find that it will 
become easier and easier to be meek, gentle, and kind to 
others, until at length we ahall acquire the habit of loving- ' 

kindness, and then without much, if any, co~lscious effort, 1 
. we shall bless them that curse us and do good to them , 
that hate us. ' One thing which will help us greatly in our efforts to 
love our enemies is the knowledge that God is the great ' 

First Cause, and that our enemies, the secondary causes, 
could not say or do anything against us without his per- 
mission. Everything that God does is for a wise and loving 
pnrpose. Therefore, when God permits anyone to insult 
us or injure our good name, i t  must be for our good. What 

'good, you ask, could such an action do to us? The .I 
good it does is that i t  enables us to mortify the deeds of 
the flesh, to sacrifice self, and to develop faith, meekness, 
self-control, patience, peace, and love. 

The old will will demand justice, but the new mind will 
keep the body under, and love will eventually triumph. 
Instead of harming us, those who speak or do evil against I 

us are conferring a benefit upon us. The promise of joint- ' 
heirship with Christ is to those who not only believe on 
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, Christ, but also suffer for his sake, and wh6 overcome e+ii 
I with good. How can we be overcomers if  our Heaveniy 
I Father does not permit as to be tem ted ? Let us, there- 
1 fore, dear brethren, *" glory in tribugtions, knowing that / tribulation worketh patience ; and patience, experience ; 

and experience, hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed ; 
i because the love of God is shed abroad in our- hearts by 
I the Holy Spirit which is given unto ua '' (Rom. 6 : 3-6). 

This does not mean that we should put others to the 
test m order that they"may be benefited spiritually. Did 
not our Lord say : It must needs be that offences 
[causes of stumbling] come; but woe bo that man by 
whom the offencg cometh " ? Let us, therefore, beware 
legt we should put a stumbling-block before one of Christ's , 
little ones. It were better that a millstone were hanged 
about oar'neck, and that we were d m ~ e d  in the depth 

, of the sea (Matt. 18: 6, 7). 
t It is always easier to acquire bad bbits than good 

habits. Bad habits are more pleasing to the flesh ; they f have their basis i -  txdfdmess. Good habits, on the other 
hand, have their basis in love for God and righteousness, 
and require self-renunciation. Another reason why it is 
easier to form bad habits is that oar organisms are all 
imperfect through the Fall. It is impossible to make a 

: perfect record on an imperfect cylinder, and similarly, it 
is impossible to form a perfect character on an imperfect 
organism. " There is none righteous, no, not one." 

The only human beings who have possessed perfect 
organisms were Adam and Jesus. Adam disobeyed God. 
When he perceived that the one whom he loved so much 
had taken the forbidden fruit, he resolved to with her 
and partook of it also. He should have Z m o r e  faith 
in and love for God. Thus he evidenced not only want 
of faith, but also self-will or self-love. His record became 
faulty. The character-tones which proceeded from it 
were harsh and discordant, and as all God's works am . 
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perfect, God was obliged. by his love, no less than by his 
justice, to destroy Adam, and to condemn the whole race, 
imperfect through heredity, to the same fate. 

Jesus,--on the other hand, obeyed God in every respect. 
He evidenced faith, meekness, kindness, long-suffering, 
patience, ,and love. The resulting record gave a beautiful 
harmony, and demo trated that he was entitled to eternal 
life. His c o n t i n u f  delight was to do his Father's will, 
In obedience to this will he humbled himself to death, 
even the death of the cross, wherefore he bath befn highly 
exalted and given a name above evsrg name. Oh hoz 
sweet name of Jesus sounds in a believda ear l 
He is the chiefapt among ten thousand," "the alto- 
gether lovely one. 

How different i t  is with us. When as little children we 
began to thinkispeak, and act, we demonstrated the truth 
of the saying, The fathers have eaten a sour grapt~, and 
the children's teeth are set on edge." M a e f  the notes 
which we produced from the beginning were grating, harsh, 
and discordant, such as the notes of pride, impatience, 
anger, spite, envy. You have all seen little children, 
when their toys are taken from them, cry with anger and 
perhaps endeavour to strike you. These various traits 
became accentuated as we grew older, with the result that - 
when we reached years of discretion we found that the 

' 

lines of our character were already deeply impressed on 
our organism. We had acquired many evil habits.' Now 
we find it extremely difficult, in some cases impossible, to 
eradicate these lines. There is a hint here to parents. 
Fathers and mothera can do much by judicious training, 
keeping in check the natural bad qualities possessed by 
their children, and fostering the good qualitiw. On )he - other hand, each child has its own natural dispositron 

: and its own will, so that however judicious the training, ' parents are frequently disappointed with the result. , 

There are two antagonistic spirit3 underlying every i >. 
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. 
' thought, word, and action, the one evil, and the other 
holy. If our thoughts, words, and actions are the result 
of an evil spirit or mind, an evil disposition, the resulting 
notes are harsh and discordant ; but if they spring froni 
a holy spirit or mind, the spirit of truth and love, the 

\ reaultmg notes are sweet and harmonious. .These two 
spirits are like the positive and negative poles of a magnet. 

, They are antagonistic the one,to the other. The eviI 
spirit is the spirit of Satan, the spirit of pride, -unbelief,. 
selfishness, anger, envy, strife, backbiting, and slander. 
The Holy Spirit is the spirit of God and of Christ, the 
spirit of humility, faith, love, self-control, patience, 
g e n d t y ,  peace, kindness, and self-sacrifice. The only 
ones who can receive the Holy Spirit are the followers of 
Christ. By it they gradually obliterate the lines of pride, 
and slowly, painfully substitute the lines of humility, 
For the lines of unbelief they substitute the lines of faith ; 
for the l i n d  impatience, the lines of ,patience ; for the 
lines of covetousness, the lines of generosity, etc. 

We must remember, however, that though God expts 
progress, he does not expekt perfection in the flesh. .It 
is in Christ the Beloved that we are accepted. If it 
had been possible for anyone to be perfect in the flesh, - , Jesus would not have died for us. 

When we have formed the right lines of character; so 
far as is possible, on our organism, God wil l  give us in the 
murrect~on, as has been already explained, a new body 
of the divine nature with the lines of character of the 
New Creature impressed upon it, but without an of the 
imperfections which am due to tbe F.IL Taus our 
identity as New Creatures will be pmierved. W e  shall 
know ourselves, and we shall know one another. May 
we all be faithful to our vow of consecration, so that we 
may receive the honour of bearing the image of our 
heavenly Lord, and sitting with him od bis throne to the 
glory sf God the Father I Amen. 

a4 \ 8 - 



'Lantern Slides of the Great *amid. 
Thqe b o6 bsW v y  -of t a w  to ths Lad'* glabm P h  d 

&lvat~on than b d r a m  a$tentron to thz &&dog of Hir owq S m  
mWibm,*D the &at Pyramid. 

Th.t &bty mOnUfEOllt WW3 built for 8 
~ o s r  swmision as the T-~C~~%GLI&?~FT%% 
David md Sol& and to tbe o ~ m e  ead nuoely to cmdmr.te by 
means of syrnb~&, the P I ~ J I  of the as cohained in the ~ f b b .  , (see I... 19 : 19, 20.) 
E& demo+tmter that a Pyridd laotmq iilmtrated b hotan 

Sides has a dn Meet witb the inraatd public. All &-t - 
I popl: am at*= this -mat. fa they L* that it fs .. 

=di=Y bun-. ' .  . 
I -  Ist  t h k V ~ b ,  StoamD'r (arth its memap of pmce-rpd 
pd.mmrrd~~/  I t . t l m s . " ( L l t d t b o ~ w  

bnildky dming the yeua 1 W  and 1819. 
&ine mado by tbs Wet-cdlodb p r m ,  these Slid- .re clear and 

brilliPpt. ThafullcdOwed.#tir raoolmmdsd, as tbaJr IOU& 
baohlv l  m tbs --tbsp am ="3: tho slttracort. Ih.pEfcm- 

, noted hars ue only ow-quartm of those uked by higb-dan didemakp, 
, All who have seen them ranark upon their d m  and beauty. 

Bylbh ~~ 
'(I) SatorWSlid#, aColomeddrorP1.in - 6710 o,ot$39no - 
(4 ,, n , , a6 ,, - kn IO 4 or $63.00 
Q) " ,  , 95 8 -sf3mOsOrf68.m 

&picavueiolltlre ~ s h r i r ~ d ~ ~ ~ i n . b $ 3 ) - i n .  Iftbe'  
h w r A o . r i a n  in, +inin t"a! in., is r e ~ u ~ i n d ,  add 5 ~ t a  r did. (or 
(5.m in ail). In ~KIU FU thq sllde-camer i u A a n c u  &ems can 
be adapted to take the rm.llu, &-in. by j)-irr., rllde. 

' . (Elmn rprdd Hymn Slider; mitable to a this lecture, at S& ' 
or SO conta e a ~ b . 7  

Addrrordan to: 
HORTON BlMMR, b y  Wwt Itogoot Sbnt ,  0lut.w. 8cetk.l. 



GREAT PYRAMID PASSAGES, 
By JOHN EDGAR. 

M.~,.Rs~,M.R.c~~F~~F.R~c, 

and MORTON EDGAR. 

Vol. II. fully demonstrota hon tbu Great Pyramid mq'oboratcn tho 
- Bible Chmnptogy and time-features, by means of the --inch mca!me 

menu ,Thm 2nd vol- also explau dl the Scriptural time-feat- ia 
the Chronologkd Qurt 

. Prio : Vd. I. De Lam, 18, pf 84.m Vd. D. De Luxe. 81-. or 8a.m 
(Only + Law Bdrtton Leather-bound. 46, or $1.15; 

now m stock.) Cloth-bound.31-, or 75 can& , 
Address orderr to: Morton Edgar, 2y West Regent Stria Glamgow, 

Scotland ; or to the Watch Tower Btble and Tract ~ociety,>ro Martin 
Bldn. ; Federal St., N.S. ; Pittsburgh, Pa., U.S.A. 

~ p r I ~ o l " T h a D i r b # F l a n d U #  li011(rSanh) I t c r b a  
ad rmll : The Watch To- Bible -, ~ i 0  ~ a r t i h  ~ldg.; FXS 
St N S . Pittsburgh, Pa. U.3.L. or by di.wt a, at ZU W a t  Rqput 
S& G ~ W .  s-' Faithfully yam, MORTON EDGAR. 

I 

h sul "WHERE ARE THE DEAD?* I'. , 
, Since first p a M b b d  in IW Dr. Edgar% little brecham on "Where 

are the Dead?" has had a wide circulation. Many have expreaml a 
desire to procure thu important address in a k r le r  and mom durable 
form. w e  have. Ulerefore. pmpsmd a Special Edition n t d  en stout 
a n t i w  paper. with la- clear tm. ~t i m  L D ~ D ~ I  in J I F C W  boa*, 
and memum 74-in. bg 5-I=. : prr cr+r 2/3, - 56 

~ u e r ~ r t ~ ~ ~ ~ k d t l - , r ~ ~ .  ' 
.Addreg orders to : 
MORTON EDaAq. 114 West Regent Street, Qlaqow, Scotland. ' 



l ' h s - ~ w ~ h b  &ad below are laad due. They h8.r kah,'ad I- 

dl1  am, makh arsd in the opmd of tbe kaowledee- of the Tmtb, tbr 
with "Shuiim in* m ~ U ! t $ w ~ ! ~ ~ \ t ~ ~ r f e e t  barma&, 

ngthtlrthan aop.dat&n. 
I .. . 

k .  . Wh.lu'&~~tb.D..d?. . - .  
Llocta11.a and the Blbk, 
Mythology and the Biblo. L ' 

Tfrm , The Oreat Pyramid and tbo -0. . ' , - 
1814 A.D., and tho Weat Pytud& 

, 12 Memoin of Doctor John Edgy. , 
-BboLleb Memoirs of Aunt Sarah. \ 

all uniform A Tree Planted by the R i v m  @I Water. 
in sue The Prworvatlon of Identity In the ~ u u ~ & ~ k h m . '  

- . mnd urbe. Abraham's Ufo-Illstory m Allegory. 
Flith's Foundations, ah0 Wdtlng on Ood - ' 
P n y e t  and tbe Bible. . , - 1  

TWO STYLES OF BINDNyO' . 
~ b r r *  WHIY m m ~  usefa1 little am neath b a d  in diiinctiv. 

laloam dtber in paper coven or in stiff boards covered with mod clotb. ' * 
The cloth-bound brochures, whieh art printed on a high-clhm per, 

u d  haw the tit~d biocked in g o ~  on the mwr  form l art  11tt1e .. , . -8 traW mlamble little collection, mntainiaa ; minr of information Ea , 
: r v.rr small,space. . . * I 

1 - .  . . '-. W - W t  Percopy 36 orticent& ' 
, Ole dOdn dkoa, 213, or h ken& ,' 

I '__ 

, ' , copits, 8/- or 82.00. - I -  . 
IOO copi- 4- or 83 gai , .  
sw ~0pt.s at the ratdot 131 0))3,~per'm0r. :, 

1- eopks at the rits of I&, or 83.00 per 100. , - 
~e t ; . d rde t a  for qukntltlw may IH urorted. , , 

. 1 .  
- i 

c~odrdbouni t Per c w ,  gd;. or 18&nts. , 
One dozen copies, W. or I6 cents per corn. 

. I  Two dozen cop+, 74.. or 15 cents per copy. - ' 
Four dozen copieq 7d or 14 ceata per copy. 
Bight d m n  coda, &., or 13 ~~llts per COW. 

- * 

Notm.4rdarr tat qunatltia ry M urortod. 

Admm orden to : k ,. 
MORTON BDaAR. r y  W1.1 Rogwbt Shot .  ah8gbw. 8 c o t I d  




	The Preservation of Identity in the Resurrection by John Edgar (1919)
	Front Cover
	The Preservation of Identity in the Resurrection
	Copyright Date
	An Address Delivered in Great Britain and Ireland
	The Phonograph Illustration
	Habits Make Character
	Derivation of the Word "Character."
	Marks on the Brain
	"To Every Seed His Own Body."
	The Importance of Character
	A Living Soul
	How Habits are Formed
	Physical Habits
	Mental and Moral Habits
	Advertisements




