


W
AR arouses the greatest ex-'" 

citement i n  the public mind 
tlnd under the stress of (that 
excitement men wUl do 

things t11ey would;", not even consider 
under normal conditions, Many -acts of 
gross jnjustice are done under such 
pressure. In the month of June, 1918, 
excitement in the United states was at 
iUl highest becnuse Americans were in 
the midst of the bloodiest battles at 
the ages. .At that time, to charge one 
with obstructing the American army 
was equiva.lent to conviction. The wa.r 
1s now ended and the time is here for 
sober consideration. Thousands of 
.American citizens are asking why 
seven Christian gentlemen of the high. 
est integrity should now be behind 
prison bars, compelled to mingle and 
associate with vilest crimInals. To 
answer these questions this article 13 
written. Every American citizen wlll 
find the keenest interest in thia case; 
hence we give a brief resume thereof. 
as follows: 

The United States vs. Joseph F. 
Ruthel"ford, W. E. Van Amburgh, A.. H. 
Macm1Ilan, R. J. Martin, F. R. Robl­
son, C. J. Woodworth and GeQrge H. 
Fisher, et all is the style of the case. 
Indictment was returned to the United 
States District Courl for the Eastern 
District of New York, May, 1918, charg­
Ing defendants with having entered 
Into a conspiracy in violation of the 
Espionage Act (strictly a wal" meaa� 
ure) r the overt ants charged being the 
pubUcation of a bool!:, TlIlJ FlNlfJllED 
MYSTERY, and the writing ot letters 
with the intent to cause and causing 
1nsubordination and mutiny in the 
army and navy. 

Mr. Rutherford is the President ot 
the International Bible Students A'Sso. 

'" clation, MI'� VanAmburgh the Secra-. 
tary·Trensurer, and the other defend­
antsl prominent among the leaders ot 
that: great rellgious organization. 

PASTOR RUSSELL 

Cbarles Talle Russell. tbe greatest 
preacher of modern times, and known 
the 'World over as Pastor Russell, 
founded the organization in 1879. 130· 
sides the main office a1; American 
Headquarters, bl1Lnch offices are main� 
tained in nearly all European coun .. 
tries, in Australia and in south Africa. 
Pastor Russell was the President at 
tilis Association of Christians from its 
organization until his deat1l, in Oc. 
tober, i910, Mr, RutlJerford succeadetl 
hlm as President and attll occupies 
that position. The Association num .. 
bers amongst Us memtJers tnousands 
of the noblest characters of the world. 
The sale purpose of the AssocIation i s  
to preach the G-ospel o f  Jesus Chnst, 
teuch the Bib1e, and mentally and 
moral1y improve men and women. 
Thezefore the prosecubon of Us lead· 
ers under the charge jn this case 19 
an indictment against the enUre or .. 
ganization, and the fat!ts herein stated 
show that its members have suffered 
a"l did Christmns in tbe persecutions 
of tl1 e dark ages. 

FROM LAW TO GOSPEL 

1VI:r Ruthel'ford! a prominent lawYer, 
practically abandoned bis large and 
lucrative prac.tice i n  1.907. engaged in 
religions work under Ole aUS'pices of 
the International Bible Students Asao· 
c:lntloD, knd for more than eleven 
years, wjtbout financial remuneration, 
has devoted himself to this Worl{. As 
a Bible lecturer he was heard by I 
packed houses in every city in Amer· 
iea, made three tours of Great BrItain 
and Continental Europe; lectUring t o  
capacity houses, and became :probably 
the best lrnown layman Bible lecturer 
i n  the world Thousands today testify­
that Mr. Rutherford's Bible lectured 
nnd sermons have made them better 
citizens, better men -and women, and 
brought joy and peace to their hearts. 

Mr� Van Atnburgh has been Secre� 
tn.I'Y-2"reasurer Dr this Association of 
Bll)le StUdents for more than fifteen 
yenrs, and during that portod hM given 
his time n.nd talent to lJreaching the 

Gospel and teaching Bible elasaes. 
Messrs. Woodworth and Fisher, 

prominent citizens of Scranton, Pc.., 
both officially connected for many 

yam's with one of the largest educa. .. 
tional institutions of the worldj iboth 
writers of ability, authors of Bible 
commentaries and other works, have 

111so been widely known for twenty 
years -or more as able lecturers and 
Bible teachers. 

Messrs. Robison, Macmillan and 
Martin, men of learning and unusual 
abnIty, have given the heat years of 
their lives to service in connection 
with this great religious association, 
having been closely and intimately as­
sociated with Pastor Russell in the 7 
dissemination of Bible truths. 

NO SALARY 

All ot these men 1abored jn this ra. 
llgious work without llecunlary com- � 
pensation, except their actual ex­
penses. They were }1rompted to do so 
because of love for theIr fellow man 
and because of tneir love for and de� 
votton to the Lord and his cause of 
righteousness. Why should the grea.t 
democracY of the Un1ted States i m  .. 
prison such men'! ,Of what crime are 
they guilty that would warrant the 1m· 
position of such a sentence? The overt 
acts cbarged were the publica.tion of 
THE FINISHED MYSTERY and the wrltlng* 
of letters concerning the dratt, and 
that the same was dtme wIth the intent 
to cause mutiny or insubordination in 
the army nnd navy. Without the 
"Wrongful intent there could be no vio­
lation of this war measure. even 
though it be held constitutional; 
bence the circumstances relating t o  
the -publication at the bOOK ar e  import­
ant here. 

Pastor Russell was the author of a 
series of Bible commentaries known a s  
STUDIt:S IN -TIlE SCIUPTUnEB i n  seven 
volumes, SlX of wbieh were :published? 

Apostles, which holds the only hope 
tor hmnan Idnd and which brlelly 
epltom.fzed 1. ... tollowe: That God 
made the JIrst man perfect, endowing 
!him With pO'Wer to reproduce hiS species 
and fill the earthj that beforel that 
power was exercised man sinned and 
was sentenced to death, the sentence 
being gradually execu.ted; that during 
the period or execution and whlle man 
was imperfect he negat. and brought 
forth all his chUdren; and that for this 
;reason all were born imperfect, tlas by 
the disobedience of\ one man sin en� 
tered into tbe world and death by sin 
80 death has passed upon all men be­
cause all are sinners" (Romans 5: 12) ; 
that God prornlsed to redeem man 
from death, and that he sent Jesue 
jnto the world for this purpose, that 
Jesu£ I·by the grace of G<:Id, mlght 
taite daath for every man!/j that Jesus 
was put to death as a SUbstitute for 
elnittl man, thereby giving i'his life a 
ransom for- all, to be tastuied in due 
time"'; that during the Gospel age God 
is not offering salvation to the world 
in general, but Is selecting the church 
alone; tbnt the church (which ia the 
body of Christ and not -some earthly 

organization) when complete will be 
glorified with the Lord, and ihen will 
follow the Idngdom of God for which 
Jesus taught his tollowers to llray: 
that during his reign all mankind, rich 
and poor, "'without regard to mce, color 
or previous condition of servitude. 'Will 
have one fair and impa.rtiaJ. trla.l for 
Ute; that .said trial will cover a ,Period 
ot 1,000 years, hence it is called the 
millennlal reign of Christ; tbat those 
of manldnd who refUse to obey the 
'righteous laws lot the Ohrist while un .. 
dergoing that trial-the Wllfully wlck· 
ed-will be punished with everlasting 
destruction; tbat all who wUllngly 
obey shall be granted life everlasting, 
being restored to t1Je condition of per� 
fect manhood enjoyed by Adam before in his lifetime, the seventh lleing pull· b e  sinned: that the final punishment lished after his �eatb. volume One of of the -wlclced is not torment, eternal in this serif'S was publisbed in 1886, 

nntkiw 
duration, but con1p�ete destruction; 

in the preface of that viJlume the stat� and thai life everlas{ing 1s a reward 
ment was mada that there would bo to the obetUent ones. seven VOlUIDBB. Thereafter he repeat.. 

CLERGY ANO LAITV edly stated thnt Volume Seven 'Would" 
be published in due time and 'Would be 
n commentary on Revelation and the 
Prophecy of Ezeldel. 

After the death of Pastor Russell. 
Messn;. Woodworth and Fisher were 
engaged by the Executives of the In .. 
ternatJ.onru Bible Studsnts Associ81tion 
io comlule and prepare the manuscript 
for Volume Seven of the series, much 
of which had been written by Pastor 
Russell years before. They began theIr­
work of compilatinn, etc., in Nov-ember, 
1910, and completed the manuscript 
early In tbe spring of 1917. The Unit· 
ed SLutes entered the world war in 

April, 1917. At the trial the evld.nce 
disclosed tbat nearly all the manu .. 
script was completed before the Unit� 
ed Stntes entered the war. The Es­
pionage Act was passed by Congress 
June 15, 11117. and some time before 
that date tJ19 manuscript was com� 
vIe ted and in the hands of the printer. 
The> first issue of Volume VII of the 
series, under the title THE FINlsmm \ 
MYSTnRY. appeared in JulYt 191-7 It IS ., 
a commentary on Revelation and Ezek�" 
iel as pr-omised by Pastor Russell, The1 book had been expected for so lon� byp 
members of the International Dibla 
Students Association that orders for it 
bad heen accumulating in the office of 
the Aesoc1ntion for several years prior 
to its publication. Within one week 
after the first issue more than thir1y 
thoustmd volumes had been de1ivered. 
The demand from Bible Students be· 
came so great that nine months after 
the first Iss11e 850,000 volumpl:! had 
been issued The previous volumes ot 
Pastor Russell have had a wider cir· 
culation than any other boolt pub­
Hslied, aside trom the Bib1e. 

THE DOCTRINE 

Pastor RusSell. and of course 
aF!90clates and followers, taut!ht 
lIoldtime :religion"", of Jesus and 

his 
the 
the 

Pastor Russell and lrls assocIates 
further taught and proved from the 
Scriptures that the Gentile TlmeB 
would end in 1914, at which date the 
present order would begin to disinte­
grate. beginn1ng' with a great world 
war, followed by famine, pestilence, 
revolution and a time of trolllble such 
as never was since the world began. 
(Matt. 24:21) With ltlndness, yet 
w-Jth emphasis, it was polnted out from 
the Bible that God foretold that .. 
clergy class would arise, distinguish­
in g itself from the laity or common 
people; that such class would estab­
lish a ohurch or- churches in name only, 
many members being devoid of the 
true splr1t of Christ; that in this 
church nominal there would be both 
'·wheatU and "tares/' that is to say. 
true and false Christians, and that 
when the end ot the age would como 
there would be a great separation ot 
the two classes; that among the 
'iwheat" or true Christians would be 
-some clergymen� but that the majority 
of them would depart from the Bible 
teachIng and mlngle in worldly pell· 
tics, constitUting an abomination in 
tlle, sl(;ht of the Lord. It was further 
shown that the mass of the clergymen 
have departed from the teachings of 
,Jesus and the Apostlea; that they do 
not sound forth the "glad tidings of 
great joy whICh shaU [ultlmately1 be 
to aU peoplet but instead have taught 
nnd teach eternal torment, higher 
criticism, evolution and llke false doc� 
trines; tbat the clergy have become 
sel:llsh and have negleoted their God­
Riven privilege of teaching tlle people 
the truth and helping them to a better 
hope and a better 'way of Uvlng. 

Under such conditions it Is easy 
to be seen 'nat Pastor Russell and his 
associates would Dbt be 'Popular with 
tIle apostate Clergy class. Thts class 
of clergymen haye said 'man::r harsh 

and uncbrlstlan things about Pas lor 
!Russell and the International Bible 
Students Association, a.nd it is very 
evident that such things were said by 
them because they "could not with� 
stand the truths" taught b y  these Bible 
Students. 

THE F1NISHED MYSTERY 

Pastor Russell taught >that ihe books 
of Revelatlon and Ezekiel in symbolic 
language distinguIsh the true <lhurch 
from th e  al10state or false church, tho 
false church being symbolized by an 
unchaste woman, ua whore. II (Rev. 17 ·11 

Tun li'.ThlSHED MY8TEUY deals with­
these two prophetic books of the Bible, 
explaining the same, verse by 'Verse. 
It contains a very strong arraignment 
of unfaithful clergymen who deceived 
and are deceiving the people. These 
J1'acts are .here stated, in order that tbe 
real \iT1otlve that prompted the perse­
cation of the International Bible Stu. 
dents may be understOOd, As the facts 
are examined it wHl be seen thnt the 
'Incensed clergy are the ones who 
worked up the public sentiment, tak .. 
Jng advantage of the great world war 
to cry, -'T..hese Bib1e StUdents are dis­
loyal and are the agents of the Buna."· 

The war furnished the occasion for 
action by the clergy and tbey took ad· 

"Vantage of it, Early in January. 1918, 
B leading clergyman. of Winnipeg, Can .. 
ada, from the! pUlpit denounced 'the Tn· 
ternational Bible Students and their 
11teI'ature, stating that the matter was 
being called to the attention of the At. 
torney General. Within a few days an 
"Order ill Council" was made, tor· 
bidding the circulation fn Canada of 
THE FINISHED MYSTEnY and other ut� 
erame of the Bible Students. and to 
malte this order effective several Bible 
Students were arrested and thrown 
into jail. The J)eraecution was 
launched. 

NO GERMAN MONEY 

/' The charge was made that the In. 
ternatlonal Bible Students were using 
German money for propaganda. It 1s 
a well-known fllCt that the Bible Stu· 
dents never take a collection, but that 
their work is supported wholly by 
those Who, being interested in true 
religious worle, gladly contribute their 
money. Under the excitement of war 
any charge would bring forth an in .. 
vestigation. Agitation started in Can· 
ada. was carried throughout -the United 
states and within a short time (about 
the latter part of February, 1918) 
Secret Service men 'Of the Army In .. 
telligence Dureau seized the Treasur� 
er's books of the Bible Students Asso .. 
ciation, on the charge that money )Vas 
being furnished it by the German Gov� 
ernment. For five weeltS experts ex­
amined every item of the boalm and 
of COut'98 discovered not ONE CENT 
came from a qnestionable source. and 
the bOOks were voluntarily returned. 

NOT SEDITIOUS 
Certain selfish interests can a1\\"ayg 

get what they want sent throughQut 
the cotmtry- through the public 'Press. 
The press announced rhat THe FIN� 
ISRDD l\IYSl'EUl" contained seditions 
words, VIolative of the El5pionnge Law. 
That announcement lVnS :first made 
about the latter part of February. �91S, 
and was the first intimation to the 
officers of the Bible Association that 
THE FINISHED MYSTERY contained any 
objectionable phrases. Desiring to be 
strlcUY wlt.hin the law. and to do 
'nothing that would in any way offend 
the Government. the Executive of the 
Bible Students Association sent a spe­
cial messenger to WaShington to ex .. 
amine into the allegations, This nies­
senger called upon the censor depart· 
ment of the Army IntellIgence Bureau 
and WIlS informed --that pages 2<17 to 
252, mclusive, contained words that 
might be construed a s  objectionable, 

Acting upon this information, tb e 
Association's Officers directed that no 
more of the books be put into the 
hands of anyone until first the P9.�9 
above indicated be removed. and it was 
thought that this would end the agltu. .. 



Uon. But as soon as colporteurs bego.tl' 
to dlspose of the books, even with 
these ]lages daleted, arrests were made. 
Immediately all sales and distribution 
of the books were suspended, and 
thereafter none were sold or disposed 
01 during tbe war. Tbree of the offi· 
eers of tbe Bible Students Association 
tailed at the Department of Justice in 
Washington. when tbis agitation be­
gan, to ascertain wherein the book. 
'With the l)B.ges removed. could be ob­
jectionable; stating to the officials that 
If they would iniUcate what part is ob­
jectionable a. new edition would be ig.. 
sued, as there was no disposition to in 
any manner interfere with the Govema 
ment. The reply received was, JlYou 
had better have your own attorneys 
advise you; it is not the province of 
this Department to advise anyone ex­
�ept Government officials. I> The Bible 
Students Association engaged able at­
torneys to examine the book. These 
attorneys made two visits to the De-­
partment of Justice a t  Washington; 

:l' 1Uld as a result of their visits it was 
thonght the matter \Vas adjusted. 

KINGDOM NEWS 

Then the Bible Students Association 
issued a small paper known as KINa­
DOM NEWS, snowing up the clergy JlS 
the ones who bad caused aU this agi­
tation and trouble. SHortly therestter 
1lIl indictment was returned to tbe 
lInited stats. Court 10r the Eastern 
DIstrict of !'lew York, charging the 
a.bove-named gentlemen with conspir­
acy to -cause and causing mutiny and 
Insubordination in the army and na.vy. 
and cbarging as overt acts the publi­
t:ation of 'rUE Fl''Hsmm MYSTEnY and 
the writing of letters relative to the 
Selective Service Law. Defendants 
were arrested and, without being given 
adequate time to prepare their defense. 
were hurried to trial on the 5th day of 
June, 1917. with result as above stated. 

PRINCIPLES CONCERNING WAR 

The principles and beliefs of 1he In. 
ternational Bible Students concerning 
waT, briefiy stated, aTe' That there 1. 
n wide distinction between a -real con .. 
secrated Chrlstian and one who is a 
Christian in name ani)'; and that th e  
obligations o f  the two are different in 
respect to warj that i t  is, conceded that 
filis nation had the right to engage in 
"'{I;"ar and to conscript lis citizens) for 
tltat'llurposc; thnt since God is dealing 
"Vdth the church onlY, at the present 
time, and not with the 'world of man .. 
kind in general, tbere is no prohibition 
In the Bible against one who ds NOT a. 
Christian engaging in Wilr; but when a 
pprson accepts the Lord .resns Christ 
as his Saviour -and fully consecrates 
himself to db the will of the Lord, 
tllen his obligation is t o  be obedient 
to the commands of the LortI, and that 
the Lord taught bis followers, j"Thou 
shalt not kiIr'; and that hence the 
tnlly conse$Jrated Christian follOwing 
J"esllS cannot willingly and cOllscien. 
tiously engage in war that would re­
sult in the death of others, for to d o  
s o  would worlt a forfeiture of his own 
Ute, and, for him, there would be n o  
resurrection; but that such, nowever, 
would not be the case with one who is 
NOT a consecrated follower of Jesus. 
A religions conscientious i) b j e c tOT, 
therefore, i s  one who holds and IStrictly 
adheres t o  the teaching of Jesus and 
the Apostles concenrlng mortal com.' 
bat. Such I1ersons could not engage in 
combatant military service without 
'Violating their consciences and their 
obligation to tbe Lord. 

Congress recognized that there is a 
dass of real conscientious objectors In 
the United States w h o  should not be 
compelled to engage :in combatant war· 
fare. Hence in enacting the Selective 
Service Law, the following section was 
aaded: • 

"And nothing in this act con­
tained shall be construed to re­
quire or compel any person to 
berve in any of the 'forces herein 
j1rovided for who is found to be 0. 
!Uemb�r of any; well recdgnized ra­
ngiouB "sect) or �cirganlzat1on, at 
\� '\ ',HMt11 1 t 

present organize(} anil eDsHngmllll' 
whose existing creed or plinclplea 
forbid Its members to piuiiclpata 

'" In war in any form, and whose 
reUgious convictions are agn.insl 
war or participation therein in 
accordance with the creed or prIn­
ciples of said religious org� 
tion; but no person so exempteil 
shan b e  exempted :from service in 
any capacity that the PreSident 
shall declare to be noncombatant." 

"A HIDEOUS BIT OF MACHINERY" 

lIDsanlng of the ab<>ve seetlon of the 
llleleetive Draft Law; and if the mem­
hem of that AssOCiation are governed 
hY. :religious principles or teachlngs 
that preclude them from engaging In 

" 'War, then they are clearly entltled to 
� the benefit of the law .. Tbe creed, prin· 

ciples and teaChings of the members of 
this Association are set forth in the 
wi'ifings of Pastor Russell interpreting 
the Bible, and al'e substantially as 
stated above, and do preclude any can .. 

In this connection we quote troUl aecrated member from engaging In 

THE NE\v REPUDLIO (N. Y.) of Januar1' war. 

11, 1919, as follows-: The Pre5ident ot the United states 
IINo free state can llossibly malm called upon all persons who are com .. 

a crime out of a refusal to serva petent to aid 'Young men in preparing 
in war when such refusal is actu. their papers and applications for class· 
ated by sincel'e conscientious! mOo fficatiOIL Members at the Interna.-
thes. We may consider such an tiona! Bible StUdents Association 
attitude illogical, absurd • • • •  throughout the United State. applied 
Eut we -have passed beyond the to the officers! of the Association to aid 
point or barbarism. To a.ttempt by them in getting the-ir proper classifien. threats and :penalties to force such t a maD tnfo military service would tlon. These gen lemen, the above de--
be tyranny as hideous as that of fendants. did not.h1ng more than to 
the Roman proconsul 'Who slew the AID 1I!EMBERS OF THE ASSOCIA· 
seven l)rotbers and their mother TION TO COMPLY WITH THE 
because they refused to eat swine'. TERMS OF THE LA. W. They aided 
fleSh. • . . • . In making out appUcations and am-

liThe conscientious objectors 1D davits and writing letters of advice to 
disciplinary barracks or in jalla those wbo requested sucb aid. \ yet represent nothing but a part 01 
our machinery of conscription. these facts were l"elied upon by the 
That was a hideous bit of macb:Jn. prosecution, together with the pubUca.-
ery to use. but "We were at war and tion of THm F:rNtS1IED MYSTEUY, to 
did not stick at means. But now show that iIefentlants had entered Into 
the wa.l' is {)ver, and we have conspiracy to cause mutiny and insnb--
scrapped the rest of our machtn.. ordination in the army and navy. The 
cry of conscription, is tbere the thought ot such a conspiracy was for. 
sJlghtestl reason why ;we should eign to the mnds of the defendants. keep this least defensible part of They never had n. wish or a desire i n  our machinery i n  motion? fa any manner to interrupt the Govem� there the least ground for subject· 
ing to further privations and tor.- ment In the prosecution of the 'war. 
tures tbe men who have comm1� The law provides that no such can .. 
ted no crime against the Stater actentious objet!tor cnn be compelled 

lONo crime? But how does It; to engage i n  any service except that 
come that they are serving pen.{. which the President declares to be 
tentiary terms of ten, tw.enty and non-combatant serVIce. It fol1ows that 
twenty·ftve yeaTS? That is a ra- there would be n o  service for such suit at the infinite stupidity of our until the President did dedare wbat war policy. Which we ought not 
to seek to JUStify, but for Which coDstitutes Don-combatant service, and 
... 5 ihlgld. iv mh.1.e arnenils. _ • 0" ftS tsoon 1Ltt the Pre�iilf>nt r!Uldp Rlll'b", 

,lMen have been manacled. con- -, wtL clarn:t1on 'ttlIE' WATOlI TOWEll. the 
fined for outrageous )lenod. In officlnl publication of tbe Association, 
solitary confinement, thrust into a lIubllshed the President:s declaration 
dangerous condition of physical de-- in full and advised all its renders 
billtyt driven insane. To what to' comply with the law. W e  quote enelj 1n God's llame? In order to th ' f�' 15 191� strnte terror into the llearts of tram e nlsue 0 J.f.tny , oJ-: 

draft evaders outside. that was! I'The fUndamental law' of the 
ilia onl¥ plauBlhle rensoIL But Iland recognizes tbat every man 
then, why wtll'e not these tortures may exercisD liberty of con· 
conducted in the open, where they Bcience. In substance, it provides 
might have exerted their supposed that every man may choose his 
sahltary effect'! 'Why did not Mr. own. rellgiGus bel1ef and may �{)r-
Baker's War Department bulletins ship God according to the dictates 
run something IUce this: 'The De. of his own conscience. To wor-
partment reports with satisfachon ship God means to ronder full 
that C. O . .John SmIth has been l obndience to Ria holy wiII. To 
so successfully harri�d that he is obey Hts w11l means Lo be gov .. 

«now a raving maniac, and nto "crned by His law, Good menY dU-
chances are el:;cellent that he will fer as to the meaning of God's 
nevtll' recoverl'? law antI herein is 'Where the law 

i'Lat us forgef it, grant a.mnesty of 1he land justly recognizes that 
to ourselves for it; we were lonly ea('h man shall be at liberty to ex· 
stupid. not depraved. � • • Let+ ercise Ms conscientious Teligions 
us not leave it to the radicals, the conVictions. 
sf'utimentalista. the sympathizers 1 w:Phen we saY:t Let every Ulan 
wltb doctrlnnry llaclilcism, to WllO can with n. cll'!ar conscience 
make the first movo in the matter. go to war. do so With equal 
Thls is not a radical issue, but j force we �ay that every man 
an issue us o1d and as -respectable wbose reUgious convictions and 
as political bl1erty." bellefs are against war, or l:1artici-

LAW.ABIDING CITIZENS pntlon therein, .boula be at lib· 
., From the same publication. under 

date of Jan, 4. 1919� we quote the fol .. 
lowing: 

(lThe fighting is over. AmerIca 
is asking the nations to consent to 
a peace resting upon justice. 'Villi 
'What possible grace can we ap .. 
'Pear before the confera.nce table as 
a cham,Pion of: Uberty when soma 
300 conscientious objectors and 
more than i.ooo prisoners under 
the Espiona.ge Act areI confined in 
abominable prisons under sen· 
tences of five, ten, twenty or thirty 
yeaTS for no other crillle than loy .. 
alty to conviction? Surely when 
Americans lmow the truth they 
'Will demand nn amnesty 8S the 
only 1l0ssible proof of our sinceflo 
ity In 'Waging n. war for the rlgbt 
of men everywhere �to choose their 
way of life and obedience) .. It 
Tbe International Bible Students As­

sociation is a religious organization or 
nssocfstlon {coming cleJu!ly-'W1tbl{,:' the 

-11 l1Jlj'1;J".> t ,lJ110J! 

�, erty to exercise his conscience and 
thnefore to -requ€'st that he 1)8 re-­

ry.. Uevod from the obligation to bear 
anns The Congress of the 'United 

i States is governrd by the fuuda· 
I}\ mental law of the land. and acting 

as the agent and servant of tbe 
veople. has recognized the right 
of man to exercise hIs conscien­
tious religious convictions against 
engaging In war. So what we aTe 
here 'Saying is not speaking against 
the Government; but, on the con .. 
traryl we are calling attention to 
tbe nght n.nd liberty the Govern· 
ment recognizes and guarantees. 

tlThnnk God 'for the privilege of 
j,iving in the United States! While 
we aU recognize that It is :not a. 
perfect government, yet it is the 
best of all earthly governments. 
Everyone who lives under 1be flag 
of lbe United State. sbould be 
loyal to t.hat Government aB 
against all earthly governments. 
No citizen of this countrr could be 
ai��'t1�l'\ah 1¥p.:<l0:yjp\enl1� tci �� 

Government of the United StateB. 
To be loyal to tbe Law of God h e  
must render unto the United 
States Government evernhing 
that is not in contravention of the 
Divine Law.-Romans 13!1·9." 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 

Mr. Rutherford, the President of the 
Assoclation, at the request of Colonel 
Clohman of Camp Zachary Taylor, ad­
dressed the conscientious obJectors 
there, advising them of their duty t o  
be obedient to the l a w  and talce non­
combatant service, and the Colonel 
publicly tban)!:ed him for the address. 
How COUld he haVE Deen engaged in a 
conspiracy to' oppose the Government 
in the war? Mr. Rutherford and the 
other defendants delivered PUbJ1C n[l. 
dresses each SundnY1 and not one 

word of disloyalty was ever uttered. 
Invariably Mr. Rutherford spolte In 
the highest terms of commendation of 
President Wilson. And with all th's 
it is insisted he was in a conspiracy 
to oppose the Government! 

There was no attempt made by anT 
officer or anyone else to induce any· 
one to become a member of the Jnter­
national Bible Students AssociatIon, 
nor to lnduce any of its membera to 
refUse service to the Government. 

At the trial tilere was a total ab­
Bence of any Elvidence tending to sht\w 
that! any conspiracy ever existed be­
tween the defendants to cause mutiny 
or insubordination i n  the army or 
navy; In fact, each one not only t�stt­
fied that be never had any such agr�e­
ment, but that the matter was never 1 
tbougbt of by therrc 

Furthermore, these gentlemen. hav .. 
ing given the best years of their Uves 
to relig10us worle, and to thnt exclu� 
sively. 'Were so busily engaged In Jt 
that they- had not even taken noUce 
that an Espionage law had been passed 
by Congress. For the first. time it was 
called to their attention.. when objec­
tion was raised to Tar: FnlSHED Mvs­
't'Fnv !>nn t'hfl," tbn t'!nhH""Hnn ""f +b<'l.� 
book was immediately stopped. 

The law provides that before anyone 
could be guilty of ita violation there 
must be a wilful act done with tho 
INTENT to cause mutiny. insubord1na­
tion/ etc. At the trial there was a 
total ABSENCE of evitIence showing 
any sucn mtsnt on the part of the 
defendants. On the contralTo tbe ev1· 
dence concluslvely ahoweG that tbeir 

sale purpose and 
intent 'Was the 
teaching of tbe 
Bible truths in 
whlcb tbey aad 
been engat;ed for 
'Years. 

G. DeCecca, a n  
Italian clerk i n  
the office of the 
Association w 11 0 
s e r v e d  Italian 
-Cl a s s e s, was 
joined as. a de-

G. OeCecca fendant in the in-
dictment cl1arg� 

ing conspiracy. He wrote a letter to 
his own brother as to his view of tlJe 
proper attitude of a Christian relntive 
to combatant service in war. He had 
nothing whatsoever to do with the 
publication of THO F.tNISHED MYS1'OIY, 
yet 11e was convicted and sentenced 
to ten years' imprisonment for con_ 
spJracy� 

VERDICT RESULT OF PASSION 

There was no evidence showing a 
conspiracy ever t:'xlsted between tbe 
defendants to cause insubordination, 
mutiny, etc., i n  the army and navy. 
There never existed any occasion for 
them to enter into such a conspiracy. 
For thirty years before the war TID!: 
FINJS1IED MYSTERY had been J)romised 
and expected. For more than thirty 
years before the war the members of 
the Internatiooal Bible Stuaents beld 
conscientious scruples against engag· 
ing in war 'because of their belief In 
the teachings of tbe�Blble. How then 
could it be held that these men pub .. 
I!s�e<!J t)1� oFP°\< ";\liju�. ",psult oJ; is, 



conspiracy? Soch is impossible. 'l'he 
tJ:lnl and verdIct was the cllmo.x ot B 
batred of tho JMblo Students at lang 
etnndJng, 1Ilst1g�tod by the clergy. By 
misropresentation thoy had worked up 
a. pubHc sentiment against these Bible 
Students. Their repeated accusations 
caused an investigation, and pubUc 
pressure mnnuIncturod by tho clergy 
induced the prosecution, At tbe time 
ot the trinl excitoDlsnt due to the War 
was running 50 high thD.t it Is clearly 
Boon that the verdict was th() reSult 
of paSSion, During tho dllYS at the 
trInl great crowds surged through the 
streats of Brooltlyn and around the 
Borough Hall, with bCUlds playing tlnd 
ihLanO'£1i fiytng, tJl:I.aCItiag taC" too war. 
Publlo sentiment was worked up to a 
white heat against anyons char�ed 
willi a violation of Ute EspIonage A.ct, 
and it was an easy matter to procure 
0.' verdict against such. As an Qvi. 
dence of tho widespread persecutlon 
at these ChrfsUIlIl.lleople by the clergy 
'We cIto a few instltnces as follows: 

PERSECUTIONS 

Intnrnationnl Bible Studonts :in all 
parts or tho count.ry Imve Burrer-ad 
persecution Cor tholr fidelity to the 
Lord llnd. thoir zanl '.ill declaring the 
blosalngs that are cowIng to mllnklnd 
throngh Ws Idngdo lu. In a. town In 
tllo State of Oregon the Mayor nnd two 
clorb)'men organIzed a mob, cha&ed 
ono of the leoturers of the Aasoclu.Uon 
oU,t at the city and (cllowed him to a 
Dr _g'bbDrlng tOWn. The lecturor es-

! '�aped, but tho mob c[1ught lhe frIend 
who accompanied Wm and coveted 
hIm \YHh a cant of grcllSe nnd tnr. 

In the Stato oC WashlngtoD oue BIble 
Student was sentonced to throo yeQ.rs' 
imprisonment for sending n copy ()f 
TUE FlNIfmF..I) MYST£1I\" through tho 
mall. In Globa, Arizona, two men were 
cbnsed' out of the lOWD, !lnwly' caU{&ht 
and thrown Into jail becauae they Qlld 
COllies of TllE F.lNISlttD MYSTERY, At 
R:ln B���rrl!!:�. r.!'_!!f����_ t,h'!"�_1" ':'I':.r:n 
und one lady (colporteurs'of tllose 1'0-
UglouB booka) were arrested and Sen. 
tenced to threo ycnre in flt'Ison, be­
cause they were offering ror sala rrUl! 
FINISHED MY6Tm:Y', 0.. strIctly Bible 
comuumtnry, a.nd thnt att{lo.r Ulf.l �[J9 
in question hod bean removed. At 
Oklahoma CIty aome colporteurs W(!ro 
tarred, feathered aud b(!nten WIth 
clubs, In A..rlL'1.OSns ono Jady was ar­
rested, thrown into a. filthy jnU and 
kept therc for some days without bOod 
Ono mon and his wLle in t110 Bnm� 
plnco 'Were jnlled tor days wlth()ilt 
even any charge ever being m4de 
agaInst them. In other plo.CtlS flOme 
were taJtC:�n.-to creolrs. In tho night U,IlO 
and ducked in the cold wllter, Q,nd 
everything in tholr homos dostrOYed 
In Colorado 0. 'man wearing a tint: 
form of an army oWen broke up qUiet 
me�tl!l8B for Blbl. Study. In Wh�el. 
ing', Wost Virginlll, oftle_ers thrCo.telled 
tho Blble Students with impr1sonm�nt 
unless tAey surrondered to the offiCers 
all their books, the STUIlIES IN Tum 
SOlUPTmlEB. 

IAt Los Angeles clergymen mllde 
their boaets th.t the Blblo Studelltl 
would be arrested and hsld without 
bond. Bome or theeo clergymen Wfll1t 
about to o�ers of apanun8ut hou�es 
and tried to Induce tho ownera to cUs-­
POSSCSB tenants who are members ot 
the Internatlonal BIble Students Asso­
cIation. A mId was made upon the 
bendquartors of the Btble Students in 
that city. and all theIr ltteroturo, In­
cludIng Bibles and hymn books, 'Vae 
seized and cn.rrJ�d o.way. Twenty-tJ1:z: 
ot the Students were arrested tor hav. 
Ing In thair PO!ls8eeion T1!'E FI�ISItE:D 

MYS1E.nY and KINQOOM NEWS, nnd 
wero put to great expeD.Be at mOQ.ey 
and time defend Ing themselves In 
Court. Tho trial resulted In a d.ls. 
agreement at the jury; and these men 
are still under batt, awaiting a seCOnd 
trial. At Portlnnd, Oregan. a Dible 
Student wns nrrested nnd held In l.ll 
twenty·four bOUTS. The cose was d.ls­
m.lssed by the .P.nlted States"CommJa • . 

Bioner becn.use It was 80 mantfestb; 
on outrage. 

One noted evangelist stated: "We 
bo.ve been for thirty years trying to 

get these RussoUites and now wo have 
them." 

Tho Bible Institute at Los Angelea,;· 
hended by Dr. Torrey, baa persIsted in 
tho porsecutIon or the International 
Biblo Students from pulpIt and by 
prInted pamphlets. 

Immediately tollowing the death of 
Pastor Russell THE CHRISTIAN INUEX, 

Baptist. aDlong other things about him. 
said: "Postor Russell Is dead but the 
ChrIstian ,Vorld does not OlOUrn." 
Commenting upon this tho J£lo"l!'D-
6(1.' .. Lt�- editorially Gald: 

"Arc thero no Christians among 
the RusseUltes? 'Va would not 
reel justified in saying that. Thero 
wns a time when Ba.pt1Bta woro 
not considered ChrIstians; and 
they were slaughtered by other 
professors at ChrIst, for not pro­
fessing In the Baml! manner that 
tho slo.ughterers did, 

"Whon .t1.rnold at Brescia. wu 
burnt for being a. Do.pUst in prln� 
clllle, tile llllJlnl court ot Howe 
could hnv�� pUblished a statement 
to tilo elIect thnt 'the ChrIstian 
world doeB not mourn.' 

"When the orlglno.l Ca.lvlnlstll 
died in Paris, on 8t. Darthclo­
mew's Day, tho pnpal court 1I0t 
only dId not lllourn, but wenl In 
splendid procession to Roman 
Churches to sing Te Denma, in 
praIse and thanks tor the bloody 
massacre or the RU6selUtes at that 
dn)· ... 

ASSOCIATED PRESS REPORTS 

In further ovidence of Q. dinballcBl 
attemllt to creo.to pubUc sontiment 
against thcse Christian mon, we cnU 
attentIon to D. certa.in wirelesa instru· 
ment. At the Ume the TrcD.8urer'. 
books of tbe Association WBI'e seized. 
the omcers made Inquiry about a. wIr� 
less Instrument and wero told that 
Pastor Russell had a po.rt or an instru· 
mou� whIch was· stored Q:Wo.y. It was 
broug�t out I\nd IlfU·'-';..! to 1m only ..... 
recei ving [lJ1IH\rntuB, Which wns out of 
order and had been ror mOro than a 
year. No Instrument was installed 
aud mes.c;ages could not- be s�nt or' 
received,. and thero never bad bcen a 
sending npllarntus. Thcso fn.cts wcre 
proven to tho Government officials by 
the manufltCturers at the instrument. 
NotwIthstanding, tho Associated Preao 
l\o-a.s used to scnd Information all ovor 
tho world to tho eUcct that n. powertul 
Wireless, Co.llablc or sending [l. rummage 
across tho Atlantic, bod been found 
on tho root of the buIldIng occuple4 
by these Dible Students, and that it 
was being used to sond messages to 
the Ge"rmana. Such wns a del1beratb� 
falsehood, and nothing could be more 
ca.l�ulated to create an adVerse senti.,.." 
mont ngalllSt these people. The mOllt·1 ' 
In.OuenUal dally papor In Brooklyn" 
religiously speaking, 0. paper dominw 
ed by the clergy, a paper whIch halJ• 
been persecuting Pastor Russell to tho 
time of his death, Is responsible for 
this fa1se report ot the wireless botng 
gIven to the Assoclatod Prcss. After_ 
this the persecution increased. 

When the v.crdlct was ruturned. the,�­
trio.! judgo immediately ordered thr.'. 
deCendants to ja.1t. Their case was 
appeAled to tho hIgher courts and ap'·:i 
plication for ball was made. Yet bn.t< 
was denied, and the,. were tal[en away 
to Atlanta Penitentiary, where they 
are now confined. ThIs cass bas not 
yet been finall,. determined by tho 
courts, notwtthstandlnl!; seven months 
have passed sinco the verdt-ct, o.n�.

'
, 

theso men arc not permUted to glvs 
bail. Ths cltSe Is unprecedented: and 
tho denial at ban Is clearly contrary 
to 0. decision of the Supremo Court or 
tbe Unlted States, from whIch 170 

quote, as roHows: 
"The Statntes of the United 

Stntcs hn.ve been framed upon the 
theory that 0. pCI'6on accused of 
crIme shall not, until be has been 
flnnlIy adjudged gulIty, in tho 
court 0/ laat rCllort, be absolutely 
compelledt .!to.' undol'&'o I ImprJson,: 

mont or punlehment, bat mall bo 
admitted to bail, not onlY after 
arrest nnd beCoro trial, but alter 
conViction ana pendlng a lVrit 01 
Error.'·-UudsOIl vs. Pa.rker, 156 
U. S. 277. 

SENT TO JAIL BECAUSE SINCERE 

Tho trial judge, in sentencing _ tho 
derendants, Baid: "A person Jlrcachtng 
rcllg{on usuully ho.s much influence 
and 1! ho Is sIncere he ill o.U the more 
effective." 

Comm�ntlng on this, tho NEW YonK. 
POST on .Tune 21, 1918, editorlnlly said : 

"Atter uttering ' these words, 
Judge H, B. Howe, at the United 
States DIstrict Court in Brooklyn. 
BentenceD the relJgIous persona 
berore him to twcnty yeo.rB each 
in llriBon. It wns necessc.ry, ho 
SD.id, to mnl[e an example of thoss 
who sincerely taught this rellgion, 
whIch, like that at the Mennonitel 
and tile Quakers and ronny other 
sects, forbids the taking up of 
arm s, They weru guilty, plainly, 
of having urged. Olen to follow 
wbnt they considered the teach. 
ings at 'the Lord, nnd to apply l1t� 
eraUy tho commandmcnt, 'ThoU 
shult 110t kUl.' So the jury could 
do nothing less than find them 
guIlty ot huving violnted the Btnt� 
uteo or the country, whatever may 
be tho correctness or incorrect­
ness ot their attitude toward tho 
wornl and rettglous law. \Va trust· 
thllt teo.chers o[ religion evsry� 
where will tako notice ot tht. 
judgo't; opinIon that teaching any 
relIgion save that which is abs()o 
lutcly in accord with statuto 'Iaws 
Is (l gt'avo crime which Is intensi­
fied 1!. being a minister or the Gos� . 
pel, you should ntlll bappen to be 
sincere. Thoro Is no doubt thAt 
Judgb Hawo made his senteuc08 
sovoro enough; thsy are about 
double those Impoaod by tho Kru· 
aer upon tho Soclulists who have 
been trying to upset his wicked 
regime, and three Urnes longer 
thnn many scntenees imposed 
upon would-bo regicides." 

�'1\Ii:t� N£w YORK 'l'nrnmm said: . 
" Joseph }1'. Ruth(�rford. ond sIx 

ot'tbs other 'RusselltteH,' convicted 
of violation or t.lJ.a EsplonagD Act. 
were sentenced to twenty yenrs in 
the Atlanta. Penitentiary yoster· 
day, by .Judge Howe. 'This is tl!.e 
bDP/J}C3t i}!JY 01 my JJfc,' saJrl ])!r_ 
Rutherford, on .lils ,vay from the 
court to the jaB, 'to serve earthly 
punishment ror the salce ,of one', 
religious beUot Is cino at the great� 
cst Ilrivllegea a. UlnIl could have.' 
Ono of the strangest demonstra.­
tions that the MarshalJ's oIDco In 
tho Brooklyn Fed(!rn.l Court bna 
ever aeen, WUD held by the fnmi· 
lIes nnd intimnto rl'hmds or tho 
convIcted men soon after t.!le Ilrhr 
oners had boon laken to lJ40 Grand 
JU!7 !"nom. The whole company 

,mad. the old buildIng' ' rln!> wlth 
the strains ot -'Bleat· bo the TIe . 
�l-:Bmds.' 'It 'ls all G

. 
od's Wtll," 

tht!Y tola each other, with faces 
'�most radIant. '80ma -":dAy the 

world wlll' know wIi.nt all thIB 
moans. Meflliwhile let us'be tho.nlt .. 
ful for the grace of God that Ilu 
sustained tis 'thr,ough , our trials, 

-and look torward,t'o tho Great Day 
that is to come.' '' 
The records of the trial of President 

Rutherford and his 68soclates show 
over 126 naaignments of error, yet 
they have besn donted bail. A inn.rkod 
incIdent" 1n the trial WD.8 the commit­
ment of the witness WilUnm F. Budg­
ings for cOntempt, Hudglngs is 8. mem· 
bar, of the InternaUonal BIble Students' 
Association.' He teatlfied on the stand 
that he WAS unable', to" tece.iL a. speCific 
occasIon -wh� � had ·over, se.on_.two of 
tho derendants .in.'Uio; act 'of wrIting, ., 
�heroupon tho 'court charaoterized hie. 
tcstinlony n.a untruthful, and' commit­
ted him to jail, where ho was kept for 
six months. A writ ot habeo.s corpus 
WllS finally obtained through the U. S. 
Supremo Court, and aft{ rulease upa.a 
bo.U granted. In granting the petition 
for u. wrIt of habeas corpus, 'Chief Jus­
tice White, accordtng to the NEW YOIUI 
JllVENINO SUN, dsclnred Hudglngs' im· 
pnsonmont "outrageous,". Wo quote: 

"Word was receIved In Brooklfl!. 
I, todhy �that' by orderJdf!Cliiot JUIf. ' 

tlce White, of the U. S. Supreme 
Court, WUllam F. Hudginl,�, Sec­
reto.ry of the 'Vatcll Tower Bible 
Students' Sociely, who haa been 
in jnil for contempt of court since 
Juue 11, will be released on bnll. 
Chief Justice White cnlled Hudg� 
lugs' incarceration for contempt 
ot. court 'outrageous, un(n.1l' and 
unwarranted.' " 
Our contention Is that ths ein1 

authorities shOUld not Jend aid to one 
rol1g10us class in thoir persecution of 
another_ Tho ancestors of these gen· 
tlcmon now In prison. In AUanta fled 
Crom Eurolle and braved the stormy 
Atlantic that they migbt hero in free 
and wild Amerlco. esthlll1sh a placo of 
rolJi;lous llberly. lVould they not bB 
amazed to behold their descendants In 
prIson in AmerIcn for publishing & 
roliglous book! The fundamental law 
of tho land gunrnntees to every clt1· 
zen religious l111erty nnd freedom of 
speech. America boaats of her long 
stand ror Uberty and rIghteousness. 

'The United S tates entered the world 
war not ror gain but In behnlf or 
Justice and righteousness and with the 
avowed' purpose ot making "the world 
eato for DelllOCrnCy." Can those high 
a.nd lofty prlnclplcs be mllintaincd 
while this nation holds behInd prison 
bnra highly rcspectAble men for no 
other f(�nson than their sincere talth 
in the Word or God and an e.xpresoiou. 
of what they understand It to teach T 

EVEN GERMANY HAS RELEASED 

POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Throo months hnvo passed since the 

war ended; and while Germany and 
other European nations have relon.sed 
their political prisonors, the United 
Sto.{es keeps behInd Ilrlson bars, with· 
out even permitting them to glva ball, 
Christian men who have nover inten­
tlonnlly wrlttun or uttered n dislovnl 
word against the Go vernment, but 
who pubUshed whnt they honestly and 
sincerely belIove Is the true and prop­
er' interpretation or csrtn1n portions 
o! tne BIble, - (lOcI ,·who ntded their 
brethren to KEEP the law. Does not 
their Impri!lonment scem to bo wholly 
InconsIstent with the prInciples of 
righteouflnCsB nnd Justice? 

The very Illoat that the prosecuUon 
could say against these mon is thnt 
"thefr teo.chlng tended to interrupt the 

progress ot tha wnr." 'Va hold that it 
dId not tnterrupt the progx:ess of the 
'WtU', but (or tho sake at the argument 
grant that it dId. Then wo say, The 
war is anded. Why should these meD 
be hald in prllion without ,bull oven, 
away from theIr rriends, awny from 
the preaching o.t the Gospel of the 
�ngdom at God nnd trom doing tho 
great rellgious work to which they do­
votod their lives for yoo.rs w:tthout 
monoy and without prIce ? 

We call upon the people of the 
UnIted StAtes who love Righteousness 
and Justico, who beliove in the prin� 
clples at Democracy and who are for 
religious treedom� to solemnly protest 
against the imprisonment at the ieatl­
ers ot the International Bible Stud�nts 
Association, and t'o demand thoir 1m· 
m edIate release, which may be accom· 
pUshed in one or three waY'S, vlz: 

FIRST: By " full and complete 
pardon by the President. 

SECOND: By the Prosldent c.uslng 
the Department of Justice to d1sm1s8 , 
the case now pending In Court qalnst 
these men and to release them. 

THIRD: By admitting tbem to bill! 
while their cose Is belllg heard by the 
Appellate courts. 

'-Let ,-C'VD[OY cltIzen of the · Untted 
States who ill of this opInion join with 
hIs neighbors In a' petition to that 
end. 'Ve also suggost that yoti write 
personal'lettars to your Congressmen 
and other influontIal men, cnUing upon 
them "to nid In the relense at these 
men. AIly and every ono who desires 
to aid 10 thIs work or procuring theIr 
release may wrl te me at this Addreas. 

ERNIilST D. SEXTON, 
-31Q Martin Building, 

� I; " ; N.' S,I Pittsburgh, ' Fa. 


