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PUBLISHER'S ANNOUNCEMENT.

TE+s debate was brought about after a correspondence covering ncarly
eight months of time between Mr. Russell and myself. In June, 1907,
Mr. Russell wrote to me that if I would find a “falr, honorable, straight-
forward servant of truth,” and a representative man and properly indorsed,
‘he would meet him in public debate.

I immediately took the matter up with M. C. Kurfees and R. H. Boll, of
Louisville, Ky., and they made sclection of L. S. White, of the Pearl and
Bryan Streets Church of Christ, Dallas, Texas. In October, Mr. White was
presented to Mr. Russell, by correspondence, as the one selected to meet him.
The two then entered into correspondence, and after two months decided on
the propositions discussed in this book.

Mr. White wanted a much longer time given to each proposition. He
also requested that the disputants be governed by the rules laid down in
“Hedge's Logic,” and that each dcbater be confined to the proposition dis-
cussed. To both of these propositions, Mr. Russell declined to agree.

Mr. White came with the indorsements of the best brethren throughout
the South and South-west. Ile has spent fifteen years in the evangelistic
field. 1le has been the champion of seventeen debates, extending from
Tennessce to California. While only: forty years of age, and in appearance
on the platform young ¢nough to be Mr. Russell’s own son, he nevertheless
handled his part of the program in a manner that proved him to be a master
of the occasion.

It is also important to state that Mr. D. A. Brown, an expert stenographer
of national reputation, was cmployed by me to take the full debate. Mr.
Brown is not 1 member of either church, and his report can be regarded as

the only full and impartial report published.
F. L. Rowe.












INTRODUCTION.

I am glad this debate has been held, and I believe it will accomplish
good in counteracting error and spreading the truth.

The brethren in particular, and the public in general, owe a debt of
gratitude to the publisher, Mr. F. L. Rowe, whose deep interest in the debate,
coupled with diligent and tireless industry which made the needed prepara-
tion to have it stenographically reported, has made it possible to circulate
it in printed form. May the Lord lead the reader into the way of truth

M. C. Kunress.

Lowisville, Ky.

STENOGRAPHER'S CERTIFICATE.

This will certify that the accompanying stenographic report of the debate
between Chas. T. Russell and L. S. White, at Music Hall, Cincinnati, O., on
six nights beginning February 23 and ending February 28, 1908, as pub-
lished by F. L. Rowe, is a full transcript of the stenographic notes taken by
me at the time; that I have carefully compared the same with the daily re-
port published in the Cincinnati Enquirer, in which report I found many
inaccuracies of omission and otherwise, due to the haste, presumably, in
which it was transcribed for publication. I believe the report herewith from
my notes to be as full, complete and accurate as possible to make it.

Doucras A. Brown,

Cinaannam, O., March 10, 1908, Stenographic Reporter,



PROPOSITIONS FOR DISCUSSION.

1. The Scriptures clearly teach that all hope of salvation, to-day, is
dependent upon accepting the Gospel of Christ as revealed in the Scriptures,
and that such acceptance is confined to this present life.

L. S. White, affirmative.
C. T. Russell, negative.

2. The Scriptures clearly teach that the dead are unconscious between
death and the resurrection—at the scond coming of Christ.
C. T. Russell, affirmative.
L. S. White, negative.

3. The Scriptures clearly teach that the punishment of the (finally in-
corrigible) wicked will consist of conscious, painful suffering, eternal in
duration.

L. S. White, affirmative.
C. T. Russell, negative.

4. The Scriptures clearly teach that the first resurrection will occur at
the second coming of Christ, and only the saints of this gospel age will
share in it; but that in the resurrection of the unjust (Acts 24:15) vast
multitudes of them will be saved.

C. T. Russell, affirmative.
L. S. White, negative.

5. The Scriptures clearly teach that immersion in water “in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” of a believing penitent
is for, in order to, the remission of sin.

L. S. White, affirmative.
C. T. Russell, negative.

6. The Scriptures clearly teach that the second coming of Christ will
precede the millenninum, and the object of both—the Second Coming and
the Millennium—is the blessing of all the families of the earth.

C. T. Russell, affirmative.
L. S. White, negative.
zv







RUSSELL-WHITE DEBATE

Sunday Evening, February 23, 1908.

(Chairman, J. F. RuraerForp, Attorney, Boonville, Mo.)

FirsT PROPOSITION.

The Scriptures clearly teach that all hope of salvation, to-day, is dependent
upon accepting the Gospel of Christ as revealed in the Scriptures, and that

such acceptance is confined to this present life.
L. S. White, affirmative.

C. T. Russell, negative.

L. S. WHITE’S FIRST SPEECH.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I count myself happy to have this opportunity of meeting such a
splendid audience of people and to discuss with my present, distinguished
opponent a great Scriptural question of much interest and vital importance
unto all of us.

Any person should be open to conviction; and any person who is not
willing to receive the truth as taught from the Word of God, is not yet
ready for the Kingdom of God. I take much pleasure in affirming the
proposition which has just been read, viz.:

“The Scriptures clearly teach that all hope of salvation, to-day, is de-
pendent upon accepting the Gospel of Christ as revealed in the Scriptures,
and that such acceptance is confined to this present life;” and I am glad
to meet, perhaps, the ablest representative of the opposition in America, or in
the universe, for that matter; so that if his cause goes down in this in-
































































































RUSSELL-WHITE DEBATE. 33

Gospel is hid to them nearly all. It is only to a few that it is not hid. It
is hid to a good many even in civilized lands—the true Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Gospel of which we are not ashamed.

I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, which is the power of God of
salvation to every one that believeth. I would be ashamed of the Gospel
of damnation. The word “gospel” means “good tidings,” as the angel
preaches it: “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be
unto all people.” All the people are going to hear these good tidings.
The heathen will get them in good time; that is, the millennial time, You
and I have got the good tidings now at the present time. We will have a
severe test in the narrow way. ’'Tis difficult to walk in the footprints of
Jesus, but we have offered to us exceeding great and precious promises that
by these we may become partakers of the divine nature, which will be resti-
tution back to human perfection. But the salvation that God is now offering
to the little flock whom He is now selecting as the joint heirs of Jesus
Christ, is glory, honor and immortality, to sit with Him in His throne, to be
associated with Him in blessing all mankind.

Dear brethren and sisters, this is the Gospel of which we are not ashamed.
I have yet to find a man that is not ashamed of the ordinary misnamed
Gospel of damnation, which makes out that God is the one responsible for
nearly ‘the whole world going to eternal torment. That is a misfit name—
no Gospel about that. That is damnation in every sense of the word.
God has a glorious Gospel of His dear Son, a Gospel of love, a Gospel
of redemption, a Gospel of the high calling of the church, a Gospel of the
restitution of the world and all mankind. Let us rejoice therein.





























































































64 RUSSELL-WHITE DEBATE.

subject of the reporting. I would say, so far as my knowledge is con-
cerned—"

Elder White. Mr. Chairman: “I made that as a part of my speech. He
has had two speeches to answer it. It must be answered in his speech, and
go in as a part of the record of this debate.”

The Chairman decided against Mr. Russell.

Tuesday Evening, February 25, 1908.

(Chairman, M. C. Kurrees, Church of Christ, Louisville, Ky.)

TrIzD PrOPOSITION.

The Scriptures clearly teach that the punishment of the (finally incorri-
gible) wicked will consist of conscious, painful, suffering, eternal in duration.
L. S. White, affirmative.
C. T. Russell, negative.

L. S. WHITE'S FIRST SPEECH.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am glad to be in the affirmative on this great question that has been
just read in your hearing, that “The Scriptures clearly teach that the punish-
ment of the (finally incorrigible) wicked will consist of conscious, painful
suffering, eternal in duration.” And in order that the point at issue may be
clearly defined so that there can be no mistake as to what the issue is on
this question, I shall proceed for a moment in a definition of terms.

Punishment—Penalty inflicted for the committing of crime or offense.

Incorrigible Wicked—Those who can not be corrected or amended.

Conscious—That which the subject realizes.

Punishment begins and is carried on with the consciousness of pain in-
flicted because of guilt contracted through the violation of law or the neg-
lect of duty.

Painful Suffering—Feeling or undergoing pain.

Eternal in Duration—Without end, for ever and ever.

I wish at this time to call your attention unto two words that will be
investigated extensively at this time, they being “sheol” in the Old Testa-


























































































o4 RUSSELL-WHITE DEBATE.

nation was going to have to die as a nation, so those who had been outcasts
from them were going to be received into God's favor. You remember that
Jesus gave an illustration of this woman of Syrophcenicia, and how she
spoke to him. She wanted favor and he granted the favor of healing her
daughter, you remember.

You remember how -this Lazarus was taken into .Abraham’s bosom.
Whom did he represent? He represents you and me, and all who by nature
are Gentiles—not Jews. We were not part of the rich man, we did not
have purple or fine linen. We were poor outcasts, without God and without
hope, but now we are brought in as the apostle says, and we become the
children of Abraham, and we are in the arms of Abraham, in this figurative
sense—Abraham representing the father of the faithful. We have become
the children of Abraham.

Wednesday Evening, February 26, 1908.

(Chairman, Scort BonrAM, Attorney, Cincinnati, O.)

Fourre ProrosiTiON.

The Scriptures clearly teach that the first resurrection will occur at
the second coming of Christ, and only the saints of this gospel age will share
in it; but that in the resurrection of the unjust (Acts 24:15) vast multitudes
of them will be saved.

C. T. Russell, affirmative.
L. S. White, negative.

C. T. RUSSELL'’S FIRST SPEECH.

I take this opportunity to assure Brother White and this audience that
my opening remarks two evenings ago were in no sense intended as jibes
or slurs against my opponent. He evidently misunderstood my statement.
I did not say that his arguments on the subject were idiotic and nonsensical,
for the gentleman had not yet presented his arguments. How could I
antagonize them? What I did say was that the idea that when a man is .
dead he is more alive than when he was alive is an idiotic and nonsensical
idea. But I confess that I myself once believed this nonsense, as many
bright and able men besides Brother White still believe it. I expressed









































































































RUSSELL-WHITE DEBATE. 129

in that age of the world, referring to paradise as the place where the de-
parted spirits of the righteous dead were, and that was where Lazarus had
gone? I thank God for this example.

Thursday Evening, February 27, 1908.

(Chairman, StaNLEY E. BownLe, Attorney, Cincinnati, Ohio.)

Firre PROPOSITION.

The Scriptures clearly teach that immersion in water, “in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” of a believing penitent
is for, in order to, the remission of sins. )

L. S. White, affirmative.
C. T. Russell, negative.

L. S. WHITE'S FIRST SPEECH.

Mr. Choirman, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I esteem it a happy privilege, indeed, to stand before you in defense of the
proposition, “The Scriptures clearly teach that immersion in water, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, of a believing
penitent, is for or in order to the remission of sins.”

The teaching of God’s word on this question of baptism has withstood the
storm of shot and shell, of the opposers of God's truth, for more than
eighteen hundred years; and God's word on this great question, as on all
others, will be standing the test of such opposition as it will have on this
occasion, at the time that the angel of God stands with one foot on the land
and the other on the sea and cries with a loud voice that time shall be no
more.

In order that we may understand the precise point at issue, so that there
can be no room for caviling, it becomes necessary that I should define the
terms of this proposition. You will remember the course of my honorable
opponent, two nights ago, in wandering around in his first reply, and then
presenting his main points in his second reply, when I had no opportunity to
say anything. Now I am going to give him the benefit of all the arguments
1 have time for in this first speech and trust that he will at least undertake to









































































































































































































196 RUSSELL-WHITE DEBATE.

thoughts fit the word of God, he has tried to make the word of God fit his
thoughts, and he is utterly wrong, and I thank God to be an humble instru-
ment in the hands of God to show the fallacy of his teaching, and to present
the true teaching of the word of God, and to ask the people to accept Jesus
Christ in loving obedience; to come unto him in this life and be saved. For
the Bible says, “He is the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
him.” May God bless you, help you to accept Jesus Christ, be saved in this
life, and give you a happy home in heaven.
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