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PBOVISIONS OF LAW CONC]&BNING HINHTBb 
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such as some company servants and company publishers. But 
Senate Re ort No. l268, dated May 12, 1948, states that the ex- 
emption o! ministers of religion "is a narrow one" as defined 
in Section 16 (g). A narrow interpretation may be placed upon 
the exemption by the draft boards and the courts so as  to deny 
the exemption to one who is a company publisher or who has a 
secular job during the week while preaching part time. The 
exemption certainly would seem to be available even under a 
narrow interpretation to all registrants who are pioneers. 

The regtilar preaching, to entitle one to claim exemption, 
must be done aa the "regular and customary vocation" of the reg- 
istrant claimin exemption a s  a minister. The word '%cationn 
means a stad or regular occupation, a calling. It has also 
been defined as "a call to, or fitness for, a certain career, espe- 
cially a religious osition". (New College Standard Dicti 
Funk and ~ a j p a b s ,  1947) The words of the act that 
ministers '%rho irregularly or incidentally" preach and who do 
not "as a vocation" preach may be construed so as to exclude 
from the exemption company publishers. 

Ia view of the fact, however, that the courts may interpret 
the a d  otherwise, and since kome company ublishers preach 
regularly as a vocation and do not "irregular$ or incidentally" 
preach, some company publishers may be justified in niaking a 
claim, supported by proof submitted to the draft board, for ex- 
e ~ p t i o n  undei. %he act as regular or duly ordained ministers of 
religion. 

PRECAUTIONS IN DEALING WITH DRAFT BOARDS 
It is always best to communicate with the local board irt 

whting. Where the regulations require something to be submitted 
to 'the bbhrd,,it must be done in writing. Do not rely on a 
statement from a member or clerk of the local board that an oral 
request for something required by the law to be done in writing 
is suillcient. No draft board official has the authority to au- 
thorize a registrant to make an oral request when the regulations 
require such to be written.-See Sections 1624.1, 1626.2, 1626.2, 
1626.11, 1627.4, printed in the booklet entitled Excerpts. 

If a registrant is away from his home or permanent address 
for more than a few days he ought to leave instructions to have 
his mail from the draft board opened and the message relayed to 
him by telephone or telegram. This must be done so that the 
ten-day p&od for complying with notices will not expire. By the 
time, he receives the notice through regular mail it would be too 
late to take action within the ten-day limit. 

He must carry his last classification card a t  a11 times. 
Failure to carry either the registration card or classifiecltion 
card is an offense punishable by imprisonment. 



KEEP COPIES O F  EVERYTHING . , 
Copies of all papers and letters submitted to tfi''lwa1 board 

should be kept by the registrant. Answers to questidns and 
information put in his classification questionnaire 'sad con- 
scientious objector form, or any other form, ought to be copied 
and kept in his personal me. One who fails to keep a complete file 
of everything makes a mistake. Great diftlculty will be experi- 
enced later because of not knowing what information has been 
filed. A registrant ought to inspect his file and make copies of any 
material that he does not have. However, if his case is on appeal, 
he will have to wait until the file is returned and he is notified 
thereof by receipt of notice of the appeal board classification. 

All forms, statements, affidavits, letters and other material 
submitted by the registrant to the boards should be neat9 writ- 
ten (with tvuewriter if nossible) and in orderlv and lo~ical ar- 
rangbment.-All communi&tions written to the local boad  should 
contain the registrant's full name and address and selective serv- 
ice number. - c I 

All communications received from the Selective Service Sys- 
tem, including all classification cards, should be carefully pre- 
served. 

- 
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ADVANCE STUDY AND PREPARATION NE-~ARY 
The minister desiring to claim exemption needs much advmce 

preparation and study along with his ministry in the .field:This 
should be started when he is approaching the age of registration 
and should be continued until the time arrives when it is re- 
quired. He should be thorough1 familiai. #i+%thvthe mat?e&il,con- 
tained in chapters XIX and o! 'Zet God Be Tnre" (S~cqnd 

ages 21-29 of Defendzng and Legally Estpblzshzng 
i Y E k n P s t u s ,  pages 3-5 o i  h n s e l  on Theocratic Organization, 
pages 3-15 of Memo~andum in Reference to the Clasgific,atwn of 
Jehovah's Witnesses, and other available material. : . , 

OBTAIN MEMORANDUM FROM COMPANY SERVANT 
A Memorandum in Reference to the Classification of Jehovah's 

Witnesses was submitted to the National Selective Service Ap- 
peal Board and to the Director of Selective Service in November 
1950. This memorandum should also be studied in advance by 
every person who files a questionnaire claiming Class IV-D and 
also by Jehovah's witnesses who claim classification as conscien- 
tious objechrs. Ask your company servant or a male pioneer 
for his copy. Each company servant should make it available on 
loan to any one of Jehovah's witnesses in the congregation re- 
quired to file the classification questionnaire and the special 
form for conscientious objector. A close and careful study of 
such memorandum, together with this pamphlet, will assist the 
minister in properly submitting his proof as a minister-or-as 



one conscientiously opposed to participation in combatant and 
noncombatant service. 

The registrant should refer to and study the parts of the 
booklet Defending and Legally Establishing the Good News deal- 
ing with information concerning children as ministers, door-to- 
door distribution of literature as preaching, accepting contri- 
butions not selling, preaching not peddling, and part-time sec- 
ular work proper. These points also are more extensively dis- 
cussed in the above-mentioned memorandum. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
Following registration the local board will mail to the regis- 

trant a classification questionnaire (SSS Form No. 100). This 
is an eight-page printed document with blanks that must be 
filled out by the registrant. Regardless of whether a registrant 
is entitled to exemption he is required to fill out and file the 
questionnaire .with the local board. 

The questions ask information on identification, education, 
prior military service, family status, dependents, present occu- 
pation, agricultural occupation, status as a student, citizenship, 
court record, physical condition, conscientious objection to war, 
and ministerial training and status. 

One who claims to be a minister of religion as  defined in the 
act should carefully and neatly fill out the form concerning proof 
of ministry. Also he should submit an abundance of supporting 
evidence to prove his ministry. This would include affidavits 
from other brothers and people of good will, a certificate from 
the' Society (if he is a pioneer or servant in a congregation) and 
other data showing in detail his ministerial activity and standing. 

,One of Jehovah's witnesses who regularly preaches and who 
has been baptized may properly answer in Series VI on page4 
of the questionnaire that he is a minister of religion and has been 
"formally ordained". He can show as the date of ordination the 
date he was baptized and that the one in charge of the baptismal 
services was the ordaining official. Separate papers and letters 
should be submitted to support these statements. 

Series XIV, page 7, contains the statement in reference to 
conscientious objection. A man having conscientious objections 
to his participation in war or service in the armed forces in any 
capacity should sign his name on the signature line, requesting 
the mailing of the special form for conscientious objector. 

Also on page 7 of the questionnaire is registrant's statement 
regarding classification, which has a space for the classification 
the registrant believes he should be given. If he is a minister 
within the meaning of the act he may properly state "Class 
IV-D", which is the classification for a minister of religion. In 
the space following that the registrant may refer to his attached 
statement for further information concerning his claim for 
classification. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENT, AFIQDAVITS AND LE'JTERS 
The registrant should attach to or submit with the gaeeHm 

naire his own and never81 additional s t a t e m e  atlwavits by 
others and printed documents relied on by him in pd{-of  hie 
ministerial claim, all of which should be cafefnlly sad. neatly 
pre a d .  There in a pmvigion on page 7 of the eetiatlnaire 
aotRorizing the submittin& of additiop! rn8wriaL one should 
make a claim for exemptson as a mmlmster of religion m t h ~ u t  
submitting proof in writxng in addition to the answers appea "%i in the questionnaire. If it ie not supported by statements an 
letters by others it may not be allowed. At this point in the form 
the regietrant oaght to mention (and if ble Eat) the docu- 
mentary evidence and other statements &?he ba. attached 0 
the questionnaire for amsideration by the draft h r d a .  

A complete and eompreb&bive statement br &Bdavit &odd 
be made by the regietrgnt and by each of hi8 witnessee~ and 
attached to the questionnaire, givmg'information as to: 

(1) the c i m t a n c e s ,  'reaao~s or desirea causing him to 
become a minister; 

(2) the total number & hours devoted monthly to the per 
formance of his ministerial dutiea (which would include time 
devoted to study, preparation for diacour6ea and meetings, prep- 
aration' for ba~cblh and Bible studies, attending all xiieetinga 
and all witneenng) ; 

(8) information about special position8 of d k ,  if any, 
occupied with the congregation, such as company aervant (or 
any other servant's psition, or conductor) ; 

(4) preaching from the pulpit a t  &b htialgd:drlpnblic 
-w; 

(6) paet'and pkmt training for the mM+y, Wding  
the wbj& studieddin the themratic ministry a c h e  thb Watt+ 
tower studies and other studies; 

(6) how &hem of Jehovah's witnesses view the r&&&ant 
in respect to his being' a miniatm; a d  
(I) all other fa* and Anally state whether he 

and cuatomariIy (and not inddentally) preaches and 
a vacation the doctrine8 and principles of the Bible a8 advocated 
by Jehovah's w~tmmw~, 

Before preparing the etatement or afedavits above ref- 
to, the regiatrant should refree& his mind by a m f d l y  &dying 
again the litemhe listed a e e  a t  page 4, gi " pa+enl?r attention to the M-ndum n Refnmor to *Xliach 
of Jehwuk'o ait%60860. The abatement should be bslred on thle 
material along with the facis of his ease. 

The regiehnt ebbnld &OW in the atafament submitted that 
the Director sf Selective Service dejtermined in 1940 that 8- 
**6  witnesses and the Wdtchtower Bible and Tract &&Q 
amstitate a.m?ogniEed religious organhtion and thir6 an d 
Jehovah's ~1tnemwi who regularly and eoeto~nar&~teach and 



preach the doctrines and principles of the Bible as advocated by 
Jehovah's witnesses as a vocation-and not incidentally-are 
entitled to exemption as ministers of religion. 

WARNING: GET STATEMENTS BY OTHERS 
Unless a registrant supports his ministry claim in the classifi- 

cation questionnaire with as many statements and affidavits 
from other persons as possible, he may not be properly classified. 
Re may not get his ministry claim allowed. To avoid difficulties 
later or a delayed attempt to supply proof to the local board, each 
registrant would do well to file with the local board as many let- 
ters, statements or affidavits from others as he possibly can get. 
These statements should cover the seven points above mentioned, 
as well as all facts about the ministry known by the person mak- 
ing the statement. They need not be notarized nor in affidavit 
form, if it is not convenient. A signed, informal statement or 
letter from each person, addressed to the local board, is sufficient. 
It need notbe in any particular form. 

ENTITLED TO MORE THAN ONE CLAIM 
A registrant has the right to present to the board or the 

appeal boards several claims a t  the same time, enumerating his 
preference among the different classifications contended for. A 
man can legally claim classification as an ordained minister, a 
conscientious objector, one in necessary employment or one with 
dependents. He may present all these claims a t  once. The law 
does not require him to select from them or give up any of them 
in 'order to be entitled to the best or any other. 

RETURN QUESTIONNAIRE TO BOARD WITHIN 
TEN DAYS 

Before returning the auestionna~re to the local board the 
registrant should <arefull$ check to see that all questions have 
been answered. When completed i t  must be returned to the local 
board within ten days from the date it was mailed by the local 
board, or upon the date specified on the face of the questionnaire. 
Failure to return it on time is a violation of the law, and the 
registrant may be classified in I-A without the benefit of the 
questionnaire even though he may be entitled to exemption. 
-See Section 1623.1 (b). 

A registrant who sees that he cannot file the questionnaire 
within the time specified should request from the local board by 
letter an extension of time to complete it, stating valid reasons. 
-See Section 1621.10. 

If, a t  the time the classification questionnaire is filed, the 
registrant is residing in a locality different from that of the 
local board and is so far  removed from the local board as to 
make compliance wit11 notices a hardship, he may request the 
local board, by separate letter accompanying the questionnaire, 



to transfer his file "for classification only" to the local board in 
whose jurisdiction he is a t  that time residing. He should cite in 
the request for transfer Section 1623.9 of the regulations as 
authority. 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR FORM 
The law as to conscientious objectors (Section 6 ( j )  of the 

Universal Military Training and Service Act, as amended) pro- 
vides that a person "who, by reason of religious training and 
belief, is conscientiously opposed to participation in war in any 
form" and who is opposed to participation in noncombatant serv- 
ice shall be exempt from all military training and service, pro- 
vided he, in good faith, has conscientious objections. The section 
defines "religious training and belief" as "an individual's belief 
in a relation to a Supreme Being involving duties superior to 
those arising from any human relation, but does not include es- 
sentially political, sociological, or philosophical views or a 
merely personal moral code". 

Following the filing of the questionnaire, accompanying state- 
ment and other documentary evidence bearing upon the status 
of the registrant as a minister of religion, the local board will 
mail to the registrant who signs the statement in Series XIV 
on page seven of the classification questionnaire (thus indicat- 
ing he has conscientious objections) a special form for conscien- 
tious objector (SSS Form 150). If this form is not received 
within a reasonable time after the questionnaire has been mailed, 
the registrant should write to the local board calling attention 
to the board's failure to mail the special form and request that 
the special form be mailed immediately. 

If the local board should mail a notice of classification (SSS 
Form 110) in other than a ministerial classification of IV-D 
before the special form for conscientious objector is received, it 
would not be sufficient merely to write to the local board request- 
ing the special form for conscientious objector after receiving the 
notice. In order to protect his rights under the regulations the 
registrant must request in writing a personal a pearance or file 
a written notice of appeal within ten days after t i e  mailing of the 
notice of classification. In these letters complaint should be made 
of the failure to send the conscientious objector form. 

SIGNING STATEMENT ON PAGE ONE 
The special form for conscientious objector has space for a 

signature below each statement contained in Series I. A person 
signing statement (A) certifies that he has objections only to 
carrying a gun but not to wearing the uniform and performing 
noncombatant duty in the armed forces. A person signing state- 
ment (B) certifies that he has objections to all types of service 
in the armed forces. Signing statement (B) (if the claim is 
sustained) will result in a classification of 1-0 (replacing IV-E), 



a clasgification for one opposed to participation in combatant and 
noncombatant service (if the person signing such statement is 
held not to be entitled to exemption as a minister). 

A person who, as a minister of religion, claims exemption from 
all training and service and who cannot conscientiously sign 
either statement (A) or statement (B) of Series I, as worded 
in the form, may add to the last sentence, of whichever statement 
he signs, the following: "Unless my claim for exemption as  a 
minister is sustained," or, "subject to my claim ag, a minister." 
Then he may add: "See my attached explanation, and then he 
can explain the matter on a separate sheet attached to the form. 
Unless one of the statements is signed the registrant may be 
held to have waived his claim as a conscientious objector. 

COMPLETING THE FORM FOR CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTOR 

In answering the remaining questions in this special form 
reference may be made to publications of the Watchtower So- 
ciety, in addition to filing a written statement setting out fully 
the facts on the subject of participation in war. 

.The law requires each registrant who, by reason of his cove- 
nant obligations with Jehovah God, maintains a position of 
strict neutrality against participation and service in the armed 
forces, either as a combatant or a noncombatant, to fill out the 
special form for conscientious objector. The answers to the 
questions should set forth fully his views and reasons why he 
opposes combatant and noncombatant service. In filling out the 
form the registrant will see that there is not enough space pro- 
vided in the form for making full answers. Reference should 
be made in the form a t  each place to attached statements con- 
taining the full answers to the questions. Extra sheets of paper 
can be attached to and made a part of the form. 

Documents, including literature of the Watchtower Society, 
stating the official position of Jehovah's witnesses toward pnr- 
ticipation in war and performance of combatant and noncom- 
batant service may be attached to or submitted with the special 
forin. They should be listed in answers appearing in the form. 

The Watchtower for February 1, 1951, containing the articles, 
"Why Jehovah's Witnesses Are Not Pacifists" and "Pacifism and 
Conscientious Objection-Is There a Difference?" may be filed 
with the special form or information contained in such articles 
may be incorporated into the statement attached to the form, 
if relied upon by the registrant. 

Affidavits or statements of the registrant and letters from 
his parents, friends, other ministers or people of good will who 
personally know the registrant, may also be attached to or sub- 
mitted with the special form. All such additional statements, 
letters and affidavits should give details and specific facts. They 
should not contain mere brief, summary statements or opinions 



on sincerity. The registrant should give the details in his 
answers, showing all facts that prove he is a sincere objector to 
participation in combatant and noncombatant service. The back- 
ground, religious training and belief of the registrant based on 
the Bible and other facts should be explained fully and clearly. 
To prove objections to participation in combatant and noncom- 
batant service the registrant must show that, because of belief in 
the Supreme Being, h e  is' opposed to all wars waged by nations 
of this old system of things. 

In answering questions 6 and 7 of Series I1 of the form, the 
registrant can answer according to the facts. His life course 
as one of Jehovah's witnesses, who are strictly neutral in the 
wars of this system of things, is itself a conspicuous demon- 
stration of consistency. 

Series IV calls for evidence of participation in an organization 
whose members have conscientious objections to participation 
in war. One who is a ~ublisher of the good news and associated 
with Jehovah's organuation can answer "yes" to question 2, 
showing in pal* (a) "Jehovah's witnessesJ', as well a s  the name 
and address of the Society, and in part (c) the name of the 
congregation and location of the Kingdom Hall. 

Series V calls for references. Each registrant should be able 
to refer to brothers, friends, members of his family or others 
who personally know of the attitude and position of wnscien- 
tious objection to articipation in war by the registrant. In this 
connection, it woutd be advisable to obtain written statements 
from such persons as to their knowledge of the sincerity of the 
registrant, his character, background and other facts bearing on 
his objections to participation in war in any form, which state- 
ments can be submitted with the form. 

FILE FORM AND OTHER MATERIAL WITH BOARD 
PROMPTLY 

When the form has been completed and all papers to be at- 
tached are prepared, they should be filed with the local board 
on or befoi-e the date specified by the local board for the return 
of the form. If the form and additional material cannot be filed 
with the local board on or before the date shown the registrant 
should immediately request an extension of time for the filing of 
the form. Failure to return the form on time (without an exten- 
sion from the local board) may constitute a waiver of the claim. 

I t  might be well to draw the local board's attention to Section 
1621.11 of the regulations (see printed Excsvpts), which pro- 
vides that the form becomes a part of the classification question- 
naire to be considered when classifying the registrant. 

In some cases agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
investigating claims of Jehovah's witnesses have represented 
to them that they should not claim to be conscientious objectors 



if they are claimin classification as ministers of religion. They 
erroneously and ilfegally discourage ministers from claiming 
to be conscientious objectors. 

A minister does not lose or forfeit any of his rights because 
he claims to be a conscientious objector. A board is not justified 
in holding that he is not a minister of religion. The classification 
questionnaire asks each person whether he is a conscientious 
objector. If one has conscientious objections based on Bible 
texts and a sincere belief in Jehovah God, he may, if he chooses, 
answer that he is a conscientious objector. The selective service 
officials are entitled to know the truth. It would not be right for 
a Conscientious objector to deny his conscientious objections or 
hide his conscience merely because he believes i t  might hurt his 
ministerial status. Providing the truth and filling out the special 
form for conscientious objector that follows the signing of 
Series, XIV is the classification questionnaire does not forfeit 
or take away any of the rights of the minister to claim his 
exempt ministerial status under the law. 

FIRST CLASSIFICATION 
When the classification questionnaire and the special fonn for 

conscientious objector have been filed the members of the local 
board should consider them. Following consideration by the local 
board of the two forms i t  will mail a notice of classification 
(SSS Form 110) to the registrant. 

A person required by the local board to perform military 
service will be placed in Class I-A. (See Section 1622.10.) A 
person required by the local board to go into the armed forces 
as a conscientious objector with limited objections and perform 
military duties (except carry a gun or fight), such as hospital 
work, will be placed in Class I-A-0.-See Section 1622.11. 

A conscientious objector to all military service may be re- 
quired by the local board to perform, for a period of twenty-four 
months, civilian work "contributing to the maintenance of the 
national health, safety, or interest" in lieu of induction into the 
armed forces. He will be placed in Class 1-0 if the board has 
found him "to be conscientiously opposed to both combatant and 
noncombatant training and service in the armed forces". (See 
Section 1622.14.) A conscientious objector performing such work 
will be placed in Class I-W by the local board when he enters 
upon the performance of such civilian work.-Section 1622.16. 

A person found by the local board to be engaged in secular 
employment that is "necessary to the maintenance of the 
national health, safety, or interest", who cannot be replaced or 
whose removal would cause a material loss to such intereat, is 
entitled to Class 11-A, in accordance with Section 1622.22 of the 
regulations. A farmer entitled to agricultural deferment and 
whose farm is necessary to the national interest is entitled to be 



placed in Class 11-C, in accordance with Section 1622.24 of f ie 
regulations. 

A married man is not entitled' to deferment unless ,he has a 
child or children, or "whose induction into the armed* forces 
would result in extreme hardship and privation" to his depend- 
ents. If he is found to be entitled to deferment he will be placed 
in Class 111-A, in accordance with Section 1622.30 of the regu- 
lations. 

A registrant who has completed service in the armed forces, 
or who is the sole suwiying son of a family of which one or 
more sons or daughters were killed while serving in the armed 
forces, will be placed in Class IV-A, in accordance with Section 
1622.40 of the regulations. f 

A person entitled to clqssification as a minister of religion; 
either regular or ordained, is entitled to exemption under the 
provisions of Sections 6 (g),  and 16 (g) of the act and will be 
placed by the local board in Class IV-D.-See Section 1622.43. 

A person who, on armed dorces physical examinatioll; is found 
to be mentally, physically or morally unfit for any service in the 
armed forces or for performance of work which contributes to 
the national health, Safety or interest, or who has served a pris- 
on term, state or federal, exceeding one year or has a'dishonor- 
able discharge from the awed '  forces and for %hoinst$e local 
board has not received a statement from the armed forces that 
he is morally acceptable, will be placed in Claps IV-F and 
deferred.-See Section 1622.44. 

Any person who reaches the age of twenty-six years before 
he is orderedlto report,for induction, or who, prior to ~each ing  
the age of twenty-sixcyeare+ Hss been placed ib some nonexempt 
classification, will be placed in Class V-A,' subject to being re- 
classified in event the age limit is raised.-See'Section 1622.50. 

I t  is the duty of the local board to place a registrant in the 
lowest class for which he is 'eligible, I-A being the highest, 
followed by I-A-0, 1-0, IV-D and I-C.-See Section 1623.2 for 
complete order of classification. 

ORDER TO REPORT FOR ARMED FORCES 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION 

Every registrant classified in Class I-A, I-A-0 or 1-0 will 
be required to submit to an armed forces physical examination/ 
EIe will be mailed an order to report for physical exami- 
nation (SSS Form 223) commanding him to appear for suoh 
examination "without regard to whether [he has] requested,or 
will request a personal appea+ance before the local board and 
without regard to whether an appeal has been or will be taben". 
-See Section 1628.11. 

Taking the armed fdrces 'pl~isical examination does not con- 
slitute & waiver of the right of personal appearance or appeal, 
These may come later if the registrant is found phyeical$ fit. 



Nor does it result in induction into the armed forcee. It may 
result in rejektion, thus ending the matter. Failure to report 
for the examination is a violation of the law and may result 
in prosecution regardless of how meritorious the claim for 
exemption or deferment may be. 

A person living a t  such great distance from the local board 
that it would be a hardship to travel to the local board to take 
the physical examination may request a local board nearer 
the place where he is presently residing to arrange for a trans- 
fer of his physical examination.-See Section 1628.14. 

REQUESTING PERSONAL APPEARANCE AND APPEAL 
Promptly after receiving notice of classification and within 

the ten-day limit, a registrant who is dissatisfied with the 
classification received should address two letters (registered 
mail, return receipt requested) to the local board: 

(1) One should notify the local board that he appeals his 
classification; (2) the other 'should contain a request for per- 
sonal appearance. 

The letter of appeal can be a brief onesentence letter. It 
should state that the registrant; subject to the right of personal 
appearance, appeals the classification to the appeal board. 

The letter requesting personal appearance ought to point out 
that the registrant is dissatisfied with his classification. It 
should state that he desires to discuss his claim for a different 
classification, point out things in his file that he believes the 
board has not considered or has overlooked and also offer new 
and additional evidence. 

Each of these letters must be filed with or delivered to the 
local board-within ten days from the date of mailing the classi- 
fication card. It is not enough to mail them within the ten-day 
period; they should be in the hands of the local board within ten 
days. If the ten-day limit is drawing near, the registrant ought 
to, if possible, ersonally deliver the two letters to the clerk of 
the local boarf so as to avoid their reaching the local board 
after the expiration of the ten-day period. 

The registrant should note that he has no right to a personal 
appearance following "a classification which is itself determined 
upon an appearance before the local board under the provisions" 
of Part 1624 of the regulations. (See 1624.1 (a)  .) His only remedy 
is to appeal when he receives the classification card following 
the personal appearance. He cannot request another personal 
appearance before he appeals. If, however, a case is reopened by 
the local board, the registrant may r uest a second personal 
appearance. In other words, he has %e right to a personal 
appearance following every classification by the local board 
except that made upon personal appearance before the local 
board. . ' 



STUDY FILE BEFORE HEARING 
Following the filing of the written request for  a personal 

appearance the registrant should go to the local board and study 
his file carefully (Section 1606.32 (a) ) to see if anylhng has 
been removed and is missing from the file or whether it con- 
tains all the material that he has submitted. The registrant 
also ought to check to see if there is some material that he has 
neglected to file or submit. Then he ought to prepare himself 
for the personal appearance. In addition to reviewing the mate- 
rial for study mentioned previously (page 4) he should give 
careful attention to pages 22 and 76-77 of Defending and Legally 
Establishing tlte Good News and pages 31-42 of Memorandum 
in Reference t o  the Classification of Jehovah's Witnesses, on the 
subject of performance of secular work by ministers, and also to 
the suggestions given below. 

WITNESSES AT HEARING 
The registrant does not have the absolute right to have other 

persons appear and give testimony in his behalf before the local 
board. The local board has the discretion, however, to allow 
such. (See Section 1624.1.) The local board should be requested 
to hear other witnesses. If the local board refuses to allow 
others to appear, the registrant should complain in a later letter 
of appeal, if the wrong classification is subsequently received. 
Draft boards are usually fair about allowing a person the right 
to be heard and, if the request is made, some boards will tillow 
witnesses to be present and give testimony. These may be the 
company servant or other persons familiar with the regfqtrant's 
ministerial activity and conscientious objections. 'I ' 

PROCEDURE UPON PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
The regulations provlde that a person may discuss his classi- 

fication upon person41 appearance. Therefore he may question 
the board or members of the board and inquire why he was not 
granted his chime& 'classification. Also he may point aut the 
class or classes in which he thinks he sliould have been placed. 
If he is entitled to deferment on account of age or secular occu- 
pation, he may point this out. If he ie entitled to be classified as 
a minister of religion in Class IV-D, he can point this out. He 
has the right to read to the board or ask the board members to 
read the regulations and discuss the applicability of the minis- 
terial classification in Section 1622.43 of the regulations and the 
sections of the regulations concerning conscientious objections. i 

He may discuss with the board members why he should be 
classified as  a minister. He may ask them questions about the 
proof submitted to the board. He should ask for the file and take 
his file and review each and every piece of evidence in the file 
before the local board. He should direct attention to any impor- 
tant answer in the questionnaire or special form or any other let- 



ter or statement attached. At such appearance he can review and 
read orally the important information in his file that he 
believes the board has overlooked or to which it has not given 
sufficient weight.-Section 1624.2. 

The registrant has the right, in the course of his discussion 
with the local board, to ask the board if it has any evidence 
that contradicts or denies any information that he has in his 
file. If the board answers that i t  does have such contradictory 
evidence the registrant has the right to ask the board to point i t  
out. If the contradictory evidence is oral or is information re- 
ported to members of the board, then the registrant has the 
right to insist that the board reduce it to writing.-See Section 
1623.1 ( h \ .  

upon'Yhe personal appearance the registrant also has the 
right to present such further information as he believes will 
assist the local board in determining his proper classification. 
While the information may be in writing (if the registrant 
desires to submit written information) it is far  more effective 
if the information on one's ministerial status or conscientious 
objection be also submitted to the board orally. It is the duty 
of the registrant to file a written summary of oral information 
submitted a t  the personal appearance.-See Section 1624.2 (b). 

The registrant can make a brief autline of the above-stated 
points and also of any new evidence that he desires to submit 
orally to the local board. He should take this outline with him 
to the hearing and use it while submitting his argument for the 
classification he desires. The outline should not be given to the 
board to be placed in the file. The outline for oral presentation 
should cover: 
(1) the facts of his personal life that bear upon his sincerity, 

his conscientious opposition to participation in war between the 
nations of this world, his training for the ministry in the home 
and a t  the Kingdom Hall and his activity as a minister; 

(2) whether he was brought up in the "discipline and author- 
itative advice of Jehovah" in the home by his parents or just 
how he started his ministerial career; 

(3) his home training for the ministry and his ministerial 
training a t  the Kingdom Hall; 

(4) the nature of the talks and studies a t  the Kingdom Hall, 
the Watchtower study, the ministry course, service meeting and 
area :studies; 

(5) ' the Bible is the basic textbook at the various studies and 
the various publications of the Society are used as aids to the 
study of the Bible; 

(6) the studies are a part of preparation for the ministry; 
(7) the subjects covered in the various meetings are sum- 

marized in the books "Equipped for  Every Good Worlc" and 
TheooraCic Aid to Kingdom Publzshers, and reference can be 
made to the index and table of contents; 



(8) as a result of such course of study, the registrant b e  
came apt to teach and preach as a minister; 

(9) along with such training, the registrant, a t  the same 
time, received practical training for the ministry in the field 
with his parents or other ministers before he became a minister 
so that he might learn how to preach; 

(10) the presiding minister of the congregation arranged 
for his ordination; 

(11) although there was no written examination, the presid- 
ing minister knew of the qualifications of the registrant because 
of his personal knowledge and observation of the attendance a t  
and participation in the meetings and activity in the field as a 
minister; 

(12) certain duties were engaged in and discharged follow- 
ing the ordination (mentioning appointed positions, if any) ; 

(13) whether he engages in door-to-door ministry; 
(14) whether he was assigned a specific territory in the 

misslonary field ; 
(15) whether he was first a part-time minister; 
(16) whether he served as  a "vacation pioneer" during 

school vacations; 
(17) whether he thereafter entered the full-time mihistry; 
(18) his congregations are to be foundin the homes of the 

people and he actually has such congregations in the missionary 
field ; 

(19) he actually serves more people than the average clergy- 
man speaks to in the course of a week; 

(20) the Bible literature distributed in the course of the 
registrant's ministering to the people constitutes printed &mods 
used as a substitute for oral sermons ,and is a weans of introduc- 
ing the message of God's kingdom to the people; it is distributed 
with the intention of return visits upon the people to stimulate 
their interest in the Bible and, if desired,lthe study of the Bible 
in their homes; 

(21) an explanation of the terms 'back-call" and "Bible 
study" ; 

(22) how many studies are conducted in the homes of the 
people in the ministry assignment; 

(23) the public ministry upon the streets and its relation 
to the public meeting program as  a means to contact many 
ueoule not otherwise reached or s u ~ ~ l i e d  with Bible literature: 
- (i4) the registrant'a method df preaching is "miss iona~ 
work" and Jehovah's witnesses are a societv of "missionam 
evangelists"; 

(25) the Watchtower society is composed exclusively of 
ministers; 

(26) the door-to-door method of preaching is the same 
method followed by Jesus and the apostles (citing scriptures)' 



and is the main method nsed (the congmgationsl method being 
-naarp) ; 

(%) the regiskant's "pulpit" preaching is regular aa he 
has regular parts in the meetings (service meeting, miniatrp 
ecbool and public meeting4 ; 

$%) he is capable of administering the ritea and cmemonieu 
of ehovah's witnesaea in public worship, auch as the baptismal, 
burial, Memorial and (where true) marriage ceremony; 

(29) he has continued to serve in all features of the miesion- 
ary evmgeWic ministry of Jehovah's wbeawt; 

'(80) i'f a $ioneer, by reaeon pf Wig appointed by the Watch- 
tower Society as a pioneer rmnister, he ia 
ampgation8 of Jehovah's w i t n a  aa a d u l y = !  
in mew of being aubject to amknment to any eangregstion; 

(81 if an appointed aervait or atudy cond&k< by mwon a of an appointment is recognized by all members of the e0ngl.b 
gatiolz aa -an ordained mi~iiater. 

- 

The registrant who claims N-D as a miniater under Section 
1622.48 of the regulaticme and exemption under SecMom~ 6 (g) 
and 16 (g) of the act ebonld @.ace emphasis, at his 

a the fact tb.t hu ministry is not a d G %  
%-dentally to secular rmk but ia his -tiins' d 
main ocapatioa If he finds that his personal c-cea maha 
i t  to engage in part-time secular work, the mghtrmt 
-=t thia i a  nemwuy in order to maintain h i n d f  h 
theininidry and so as not to be a burden u p  hie con 
He can show that his secular work is inc~dentrl to rk 
h i a l  work and does not prevent him from purauing the minb 
try full time aa a pioneer or aa hie wcation. Reference ehoold 
be made to the W r y  of the performance of d a r  work by 
nvlnieteis to alpport themaehrea 

It ia the duty of the registrant to reduce to writing all oral 
evidence given by him at  the personal appearance. This means 
that following his personal appearance the registrant shoul 
immediately write out in the greateat detail a narrative an 1 
dialogue as to what occurred and was said. Thia should be filed 
immediately following the peraond a or with the 
atabment of appeal, The memorandum g K a h o u l d  Mude 
not only what additional information and new evidence he gave 
bataleothat~i&thelocalboarddidnat&owbimtogive. 

NEW NOTICE OF CLASSIFICATION FOLLOWING 
BEARING 

If, upon the personal appearance, the local board is of .the 
qijinfon that the evidence eubmitted is enfeeient to wamnt 



a cha* in clwdflcation, it will daasify the regiekglnt anew 
and mail him a notice of cladlation ehowip hie new &us- 
ficatiaaEventh~theioealbouddetefmu3esnottoreopen 
the ddeation, it muut mail the regktrmb a new notice of con- 
tinuance of the old clasification following the personal appear- 
anec-Seetion 1624.2. 

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOLKOWING PERSONAL 
APPEARANCE 

If the loc i  board fails to mail a new notice of &si%eat~on 
following p d  appearance it will not be n for :the 
regiatmnt to co tm abnt tb failam to t h z & a r c l  or 
~ y r i t e a n o t h ~ & t . r o f ~ p p ~ I f t h e b o a r d , ~ , d o w  
mad a pew notwe of dassi6catipn which b wt sa to 
the regstranband only if he u mailed such notic=wt 
mail a new letter of appeal to the local board. Each such new 
notice of cldfication or determination not to reopen ia followed 
by a right of appeal. (See Section 16243. The new appeal munt 
be made in writmg and 5lyJ with the ! board w i t h  t&n da e 
of the mailing of the notace of c h d c a  

A 
tion. me letter 

~ C a t i Q X l ) .  

FILE FORWARDED TO APPmL. BOARD 
Following the ttling of the statement on a peal the I d  board 

~ i - r d t h e ~ t n t i m a p ~ b ~ a r & ~ s o ~ a -  
s i d e n s t b a 5 b e P l t i r e l y ~ i i n t b e ~ ~ ~ d i i l . t h e  
loealboard.Itthenclassltieatheregiatrantaeoordingto~an- 
derstanding of the law and fack ; .. . - 

FILE REFERRED TO DEPARTMENT OF JUBTICE 
I f ~ ~ t h h u c l a h e d , b y n u ~ n o f ~ ~ u i s + p i n b g  

and-, b e d e ! n t i ~ o p p o l r e d t o ~ t i o n m w a r  



in any form and by virtue thereof to be conscientiously oppoaed 
rticipation in both combatant and noncombatant trrtinin 

tni!?BerVice in the armed fo-, and the local board has c k w d  
the registrant in Clam 1-0, the appeal board shall proceed with 
the classification of the registrant. If, however, the local board 
has classified the registrant in any class other than Class 1-0, the 
appeal board shall transmit the entire file to the United S t a h  
Attorney fpr .th! federal judicial district in which the appeal 
board has jmsdiction, for the purpose of secunng an advisory 
recommendation from the Department of Justice. (See Section 
1626.26.) The purpose of such investigation and recommenda- 
tion is t o  determine the od-faith objections of the registrant 
after full consideration o%is life and history. If the registrant 
(with other than 1-0 classification) has his file forwarded tp the 
appeal board and does not promptly receive a favorable classifica- 
tion exem ting or deferring him, he can assume that the Depart- 
ment of faatice is condudan a secret investigation and in iry 
as e ths conscientious objw%r claim. The entire a e  rin 6 in 
the hands of the Department of Justice p i b l  for -em1 
months,.because d the long time required to corn %te the ws 
Ligation, before it is returned to the appeal boarzfor making of 
the final classification on appeal. 
When the Department of Justice receives the file from the 

appeal board, agents of the F.B.I* question extensively the xe 's- 
triint's friends, neighbors, employers and schoolteachers &e 
accuracy of the stammts in the tile made by the registrant is 
checked by the F.B.I. Wormation bearing on the sincerity of the 
registrant is gathered. When the F.B.I. has finlshed its investi- 
gation and made its written report, the file, together with the 
repq& of the investigation, is forwarded b the Deparbnent of 
Justice to a hearing officer. He is usuall a fawyer located in the 
&ate wherc the registrant's draft boari is located. The hear' 
ofeeer thereupon notfies the registrant of the time and p lace2  
hearing. 

REQUEST UNFAVORABLE EVIDENCE 
The notice of hearing mailed to the registrant informs him 

that upon his request the hearing &cer will advise him of any 
l~dverse or unfavorable evidence in his file which would tend to 
defeat his claim, SO that he might be fully repared to snrrwer 
and refute such unfavorable evidence, m&e a memofandm 
thereof w d  prepare himself to answer it upon the hearing. 
When the registrant obtains such unfavorable evidence he ought 
to request the hearing officer to furnish to him the substance of 
all'the evidence that is adverse or unfavorable which is fur- 
hished by the F.B.I. to the officer. Should the hearing officer 
refuse to provide this unfavorable or adverse evidence that i s  
secretly put in his hands by the F.B.I. agent by letter or in 
writing before the registrant goes to the hearing, then, in that 



event, the r e g b h n t  has the privilege of asking the hearin offi- 
cer to give him a written statement or a roplmw of the evisence 
that is unfavorable when he eppeam m person before the 
officer. If the officer does fiot give him a written statement .of the 
unfavorable evidence before the hearing, then the registrant 
may insist upon the ofBcer's furnishing orally to the regidrant 
the substance of the adverse or unfavorable evidence in his hands 
from the secret F.B.I. investigative report. 

HEARING BEFORE HEARING OFFICER 
The registrant should then prepare for the hearing, He can 

make an outline covering his life course in so far as it pertah 
to his conscientio~~ opposition to participation in war. He has 
the legal right to take with him witneesee to eomborate his 
testimony given beforg the heirring oflticer. Thia is ditferent from 
the personal appearance before the local board where the privi- 
lege depends on the mercy of the local board. He also has the 
right to submit to the hearing officer additional statements as to 
his status as a conscientious objector and as a minister; however, 
this additional material will not necessarilv become a mart of his 
draft board file but may be retaimed by t6e ~ e ~ a r t m & t  of Jus- 
tice. 

The registrant will be required to answer q-ueations pro- 
pounded by the hearing oBcer. The.se may include whether the 
registrant would let an aggressive nation destroy this nation, 
whether he believes in defmding his 'loved ones and family, 
whekher he would bear a m  W ddend such loved onea and fam- 
ily, whether he knows that Christ uaed violence by chasing the 
money changers out of the temple and Peter by cutting the ear 
off the servant of the high priest with a m r d ,  whether the 
regidrant believes in rendering to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, whether it is love to stand by and watch his neighbors 
m u r d e d  by the enemy, whether the registrant accepts military 
protection but will not render help to the military, whether the 
payment of taxes is not supporting the war and, if so, why not go 
farther and render time in service taken to earn money to pay 
taxes, whether the wuntry would not be destroyed if everybody 
took the same attitude as the regi6trant, whether the Bible 
sapporta war because of the wars conducted by the Jewhh na- 
tion when they were God'e people, whether the registrant be- 
lievea in submitting h i d  to orders of the state because of 
the eeripture on the higher powem, whether the re&trant sup- 
ports cammunism by not fighting it with arms, whether the regis 
trant does not believe in complying with all the laws ofthe land, 
and so forth. 



21 

MAKE A MEMORANDUM FOLLOWING HEARING 
BEFORE THE BEARING OFFICER 

It is important to remember what took place before the hear- 
ing ofiicer. Especially is it important to make a written r-rd 
of the statements made by the hearing officer upon the heamg 
about the unfavorable or adverse evidence in h s  possession which 
is supplied by the F.B.L in its secret investigative rt made 
to the hearing officer. In making the summary it s h o x  be done 
in writing as soon as possible after the hearing; and if there 
were any witnesses present a t  the hearing to mpport or wrrob- 
orate the registrant in his claim, i t  is advisable to make a record 
of what wae3iraid, becauee the report of the hearing dc8r is 
not now made a part of the draft board record. 

WAIVER OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR CLAIM 
,Some of Jehovah's witnews have been induced not to 5U 

out a special form-for conscientious objector, because they were 
led to believe that Jehovah's witnems are not conseientims 
objectors, since the are not pacifists. This erroneous belief is 
due to lack of hmyedge of the poblicatiom of the Society. The 
conscientious objections of Jehovah's witnessea were stated long 
ago .in The Wa&htosaer for November 1, 1939, which containd 
the article on uNeutrality", and which was later printed and dia- 
tributed in pamphlet fohn. 

At the be@mmg of World War I1 couns~l fok Jehovah's wib 
nesaes mbmltted to the Department of Justla a letter outlining 
the pbsition of Jehovah'd witnesses as to participation in war. 
Thie letter was printed in Cowolation, October 30, 1940, under 
the heading, "An Important Letter to the Department of JusthPP 
Them viem have been more recently stated in two articles. in 
The W o t c b e r ,  February 1, 1951, issue, entitled #'Why 3ehb 
vah's Witneasea Are. Not Pacifists" and "Pacifism and CoWeh- 
tious Objection-Is There a DltEerence?" 

The D artment of Justice has caused to be distributed cer- 
tain circ3ars to United States attorneys, hearing offlcers and 
agents of the F.B.I. that encourage them to attempt to procure 
from each. one of Jehovah's witnessea a waiver of his claim, 
which is an agreement to withdraw his special form for conseien- 
t i w  objector. The purpose of this policy, which the courts have 
declared illegal is to relieve !he Department of Juetice of the 
necessity of m a h g  the ~nvestlgation required by law. 

Ministers of religion who also are sincerely opposed to service 
in the armed forces are not required by the law to waive their 
c6iiscientious objector claim. If such person does so he will be 
deprived of hie rights and privileges as a conscientious objector 
e r  the act and mghtions. In order to induce Jehovah's wit- 
n r - t o  dthdraw sir claims some agents of the F.B.I. have 
6 awfully misrepresented the effect of the. act and regula 'OM, 
?Wingthat if they ineist on their conscientious objector $Inu 



and permit their special form for conscientious objector to stand 
in their draft liles they cannot consideration d their minis- 
terial status by the draft b o a r e  mi. representation is fdse. 
The regulations do' not provide that a minister will foifeit his 
right to his claim a8 a minister because he claims that he is 
conscientiously opposed to serving in the armed forces. The law 
permits a minister to make his claim for claasiAcation as a 
ministek and at  the same time ta prese hia claim rra a conscien- 
tiow objector. The law dbea not prohibit one with such conscien- 
tious scrupleg from being classified 8a 'a minister. . . 

When evidence shows both claim6 it is the duty. of the b a r d  
to claseify aceo to law, giving preference to the ministerial 
classification. (See % on8 1623.2 and 1624.2 b) .) If the minis- 
tlM classification is not dbliehed, it is A ths duty of tbc 
Department of Justice' tb -fnake a frill investigatihn sand report 
on thb claim of each on& of Jehwah's witnaaes ae a conscien- 

b y  peraon that it was ~eceesarp for him totowithdraw his special 
form for conscientious objector in order to be elaseed as a minis- 
ter. : 

REPORT OF THE HEARING OIPFICER 
Following the the hearing ofher mares  his w m -  

mendation. 1t.b fbuoued 0 the Attorney &d a t  Washing- 
ton along. with the 'registrant's @ Ulthbtely the Atto111ey 
General make8 a recommendation to the appeal board as to 
whether the registrant should be classifled as a conscientious 
objector or his claim denied. This recommendation is not made 
a part of the file and it is not now returned to the a p p d  board 
as it used to be. In the summer of 1952, the President of the 
United States promulgated an executive order that directed 
the Department of Justice not to return to the selective service 
boards the report of the hearing officer. 

LETTER TO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
After the hearin has been concluded, the registrant may 

write a letter to the %ttorney General, United States Departmmt 
of Justice, Washington 25, D.C., reciting tha? a hearing haa just 
been had before the h officer and that it is understood that 
the bearing o5cer m%e a recommendation to the'AWrmy 
General baaed upon-the hearing and the F.B.I. my* 
tive report. Then in the bama letter a nest may'be made T- at 
the Attorney General mail to the bar? apped, along with hie 
recommendation to * board of appeal, a copy of t& hearing 



o5icer's report and a copy of all of the adverse evidence appeap 
ing in the FJ3.L seeret investigative report. A carbon copy of 
this letter to the Attorney General should be sent to the lot4 
board along with a covering letter requesting the loeat board to 
place the letter to the Attorney General in the cover sheet. 

CLASSIFICATION BY TEE APPEAL BOARD 
board decides that the registrant ie liable for 

an ~ervice in the armed forces, it wi l l  chmify him in If the Y P  
=-A or I-+-0. If it is of the opinion that the regbhmfi 
claimed opposit~on to both combatant and noncombatant serolce 
ahodd be sustained, it will classify him in 1-0. The He, with the 
r e d  of tlie new classification, ie then returned to the. local 
board. The local board then mails the registrant a mtxe of 
c l ~ c 8 t i o n  showing the classification epven by the a p p d  
board. If the vote by the appeal board is not unanimous, the 
local board is requid to &OW upon the notice of ehsi lbt ion 
the divided vote of the appeal board.-See Section 1626.81. 

WRITE ANOTHER LETTER 
Immediately upon reeeipt of the notice of classiiication by the 

gpeal board (in the event €he dassification L I-A or I-A-O) 
e regirrtraart should write a letter to the local board requesting 

a oagy of the eecret investigative report of the RB.L and the 
recommendation of the hearing ofl8eer of the ?epartment of Jue 
ti* Wdre whom the hearing on the consuentiotlll objections 
m e  conducted. 

Should the appeal board classify the re strant in 1-0, then 
it will not be neeeasarp to request a COW o 8' the hearing ufticsr'a 
re rt, because there will not have been anpthiag in ~t that is 
adr' e m  or contradictory to the claim for cladfication as a ean- 
ac i~ t iow objector to both combatant and noncombatant d h r y  
Bervlce. 

REQUEST TO REOPEN AFTER ONE .BECOMES A 
MINISTER OR CONSCIENllOUS OBJECTOR 

According to the decisions of the courts and the Selective 
8-ce Regulations no damiflcation is permanent. One who is . 
exempt may lose his exempt status b a change in work or bt- 

who is not exempt may L m e  exempt by a k a f k r d  Tbua if one in good faith becornea in 
faith ant? not for purpom of evasion a ful!-time minister o* 
ligion and pursues the ministry as hm vocation and does not do it 
indbball to some secular work, even after he is ctassi6ed by 
hisboardbema ~ a m p n i n g o i ~ ~ u t i o n .  (see 
&+o? I&%.) L a l s o a p  liestoonewhobnotbeaaorm- 
nc~entaow objector. If he kames in mod faith and not for 

of s&aaion a conecientioas ob&ctor after he receivem 
&~%aadcation he can reqaest a reopening of the c l d c a -  



tion and demand that he be furnished a special forni for con- 
scientious objector (SSS Form 150), to fill out and file with the 
local board. 

When a new minister or a new conscientious objector.has a 
chan e in status he should immediately request a reopening of 
hi. cfassification. The request should be supported by affidavits 
and evidence showing a change in status. A personal appearance 
should be requested. The local board should be requested to 
write a letter advising whether the request to reopen will be 
granted. 

Upon receipt of the letter from the local board denying the 
request for a reo elling of the classification, the registrant 
should, within ten Says, write a letter to the local board appeal- 
ing from the order denying the request to reopen the classifica- 
tion. 

REQUEST TO REOPEN UPON PREGNANCY OF 
REGISTRANT'S WIFE 

The Selective Seniice Regulations provide for a reopening 
of the classification when a registrant learns that his wife is 
pregnant. Executive Order 10292 (Section 1622.30) Septem- 
ber 18, 1951, provides that from the time of conception of a 
child, when his wife becomes pregnant, the registrant who main- 
tains a bona fide family and home relationship with his wife is 
entitled to Class 111-A. If the local board is notified of such fact 
a t  a date before the issuance of the order to report for induction 
and there is filed with the local board a certificate from a licensed 
physician stating that a child has been conceived, the local board 
is required to stay the induction and place the registrant in C1.m~ 
111-A. A registrant who fails to notify the local board of the 
fact of regnancy of his wife and fails to file the required cer- 
tificate gefore the order to report for induction is issued may 
not obtain a stay of induction. 

APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT 
In event the vote of the a peal board is not unanimous and 

there was a dissenting vote, t i e  registrant has the right to take 
an appeal to the President. He must file a written notice of ap- 
peal with the local board within ten days of the mailing of the 
notice of classification. Such appeal should be sent by registered 
mail, return receipt requested. The registrant should note that 
if he fails to take such appeal within ten days because of ''lack 
of understanding of the right to appeal or to some other cause 
beyond the control of such pe,rson", the local board may permit 
such erson to ap eal to the President even though the ten-day 
perio$ has elapsedl--section 1627 3. .. . 

If there is no dissentink vote by the appeal board, there is no 
right of appeal. The only way the registrant can get the case to 



the President is to persuade the Director of Selective Service or 
the state director to appeal to the President. This is done on the 
ground that it is "in the national interest or necessary to avoid 
an injustice". (Section 1627.1) The registrant must show to the 
director that a violation of the regulations has been committed 
or that substantial injustice will result to him if he is ordered 
to report for induction or to do civilian work as a conscientious 
objector. The registrant must act promptly by telegram or by 
mail in communicating with the national and state directors, 
because induction .will not be postponed or delayed while the 
registrant is considering whether to request such action. 

The letter requesting such officials to take an appeal to the 
President should specifically ask the directors to intervene in 
the registrant's behalf and should specify in what respects the 
local board and appeal board erred. It should contain an accurate 
chronological history of his dealings with the draft boards and 
their action taken on his case. It  should show the registrant's 
name as it appears on his registration certificate, his selective 
service number, number and address of local board, registration 
date and the classification claimed in the questionnaire. It should 
state whether. he is pursuing the ministry as his vocation or 
merely part-time and incidental to secular work. 

If the registrant is a pioneer, the letter should show the date 
he was appointed and whether this was before or after his per- 
sonal appearance before the local board. There should be indi- 
cated in the letter what positions, if any, he holds in the local 
congregation in addition to his regular ministerial activity car- 
ried on in the primitive manner of Jesus and the disciples. The 
letter should state what documentary proof (such as certificate) 
has been filed. 

Additionally there should be detailed in the letter the date 
when the classification questionnaire and the special form were 
filed, what initial classification was received and when, what 
action was taken thereon, the date of personal appearance, and 
so on. The history down to and including the date of hearing 
before the hearing officer and the appeal board classification 
should be stated. 

REQUESTING STAY PENDING APPEAL TO PRESIDENT 
When the letter is written to the directors, the registrant 

ought to write a letter to the local board requesting a stay of 
induction ending a final determination of the appeal by the 
National gelective Service Appeal Board. This request can 
accompany the letter to the director in the file. It should also 
be requested to suspend any further action in the case until the 
director has acted upon the request to take an appeal to the 
President. 

In addition to requesting an appeal to the President, the regis- 
trant may, by a separate letter, ask the Director of Selective 



Service or the state director to request the draft board to re 
consider the claeeifieation and determine whether another elas- 
sification should be given in lieu of the one complained of. This 
can be made on the ground that it is in the national interest or 
necessary to avoid an injustice. This request ought not be made 
in the letter requesting an appeal. 

MAIL COPY OF LETTERS TO COUNSEL FOR 
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 

The registrant should also send a mbon copy of such letters 
to Ha den C. Covington, 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn 1, 
New york. If it a pears 0 him to be necessary, he may dle a 
special request wit! the Dirstor of Selective Service to take an 
appeal. The Director 'of Selective Service haa agreed with counsel 
to appeal any ease brought to his attention by conbe1 which 
he consid;tra ought to be appealed by the director in the "nkational 
interest" or which is "necessary to avoid an injustice". The ease 
of any registrant who wm a pioneer when he had his personal 
appearance before the local board will be mbmitted by, counsel 
to the director. 

As to a company ublisher, howeverf counsel will &eider €he 
case to determine rgether such requeatmwill be made 0 the di- 
rector. I t  may be made only if the mgwtrant has been placed 
in Class I-A or I-A-0 and denied Class 1-0 when he ffled the 

JUDICIAL REVIEW ONLY IF REME~)IES'COM~'L;ETED 
A claeaification given by the appeal board ahall be final, 

except where an appeal to the President is granted. (Section 
1626.26) This is so only provided that all regulations have been 
corn lied with by the board. The only remaining remedy is (if 
the La rds  have not complied with the regulations) to attack 
tile classification in the courts. 

A person who is not a pioneer or whose vocation is not the 
ministry or who does not, in good faith, have conseientious ob- 
jections to participation m war in any form has little hope of 
having any success in a judicial M e w  of the classification in 
the courts. 

Even in the case of a worthy registrant whose vocation is the 
ministry or who is a conscientious objector, it is necessary for 
him to trfke every possible coarse to exhaust all remaining reme- 
dies available to him before the draft board or at  the 8nned 
forces induction etation before he will be permitted to appeal 
to the courts for relief. 

The registrant has no remedy available in the courts unless 
and until he has done everything required by the law of the 



land. He must complete his remedies in the Selective Service 
System to the point of possible re'ection on a physical exami- 
nation on induction day a t  the induction station of the a d  
forces. 

HOW TO COMPLETE REMEDIES 
A erson desiring to exhaust his administrative remedies 

in or& to get a court hearing on whether he has been illegally 
classified by the Selective Service System and required to do 
training an8 service in the armed forces must carefully pursue 
a certain procedure. Following receipt of final clarrsification 
of I-A or I-A-0 by the appeal board or the President, the regis- 
trant will be mailed an order to report for induction (SSS Form 
262) into the armed forces, provided he has not reachbd his 
twenty-sixth birthday.-Section 1632.1. 

A person'living at such great distance from his local board 
that it would be a hardship to travel to the local board or to the 
place mentioned in the order for him to report may request a 
local board nearer to his new residence address to arrange for 
a transfer of his induction. (See Section 1632.9.) On receipt of 
the order he should go to the nearest local board, file the order 
with it and request the clerk of the board to arrange for a 
transfer. 

A person who receives an order to report for induction is 
required by the draft law and the regulations to: 

(1) &p ear a t  the time and place fixed in such order; 
(2) f o k  instructions of the local board representatives; 
(3) obey the orders of the re resentatives of the armed 

forces yhile being finally examinezat the place where the in- 
duction is to be accomplished; 

(4) if not accepted, follow instructions of the representatives 
of the armed forces as to the manner in which he will be trans- 
ported on his return trip to the local board; and 

(5) if accepted, submit to induction.-Section 1632.14. 
A registrant who is faced with an order to report for induc- 

tion, but who desires to adhere to his conscientious scruples, 
must alone decide for himself what he should do. The law re- 
quires him to comply. If he does not he will be prosecuted. I t  is 
a violation of Section 12 of the Universal Military Training and 
Service Act for any person to attempt to persuade another not 
to respond to an order or not to comply with it. If he does not 
comply he will be subjected to fine and imprisonment. Even if 
the registrant states that he will not submit to induction, it is 
a violation of the law if any person tells him, for instance, to 
stick to his determination not to submit to induction or other- 
wise disobey the law. 

While it is a violation of the act to counsel one who ie subject 
to the act to evade his duties and obligations thereunder, it is 
not a violation for a minister or a lawyer to inform a registrant 



nbout the provisions of* the act and the procedure for the regis- 
trant to. follow in order to get d l  the facts before the draft 
boards or the courts so that a proper disposition cantbe made 
of his claim. 

The registrant who submits to induction may get relief in 
the courts by writ  of habeas corpus. .If he fails he has no fur- 
ther remedy available to him except, to apply for a discharge 
from $he armed forces. This can be made to his commanding 
officer and the Department of Defense, the Army, the Navy or 
the Marine Corps, in Washington, D.C., whichever, it is that 
has control of the person involved. 

JUDICIAL REVIEW AFTER E X H A U S T ~ N  OF RE ME DIE^ 
If a registrant with conscientious scruples to partifipatian 

in training and service in the armed forces, or who isda minister, 
decides that he does not desire to enter the armed forces for 
the purpose of suing out a writ of habeas corpus, it will be 
necessary for him alone to decide a t  what point he will draw 
the line. 

The ceremony marking the place where civilian status ends 
and military status ,begins is the ceremony of induction into 
the armed forces. The line is very definitely marked. According 
to the regulations of the armed forces a person who has been 
selected and accepted on the examination process a t  the induction 
station is ordered to stand UD in a line with other reeistrants. 
The officer in command ordeEs the registrant to take-one step 
forward when his name is called. This step.fovward i s  the induc- 
tion ceremony whereby, the registrant steps out of civilian status 
into the amned fo~cesr The taking of the oath fogows induction 
by ste ping forward, but it is the stepping forward, rather than 
the &ing of the oath, that constitutes the induction.. 

A registrant desiring to preserve his civillan status in order 
to test the classification before induction loses it when he steps 
forward. I f h e  does not step forward, he violates the law and will 
be prosecuted. He will be convicted unless, in his defense, he 
establishes to the satisfaction of the court that the dzaft board 
proceedings and order are invalid. He has a grave decision to 
make, which can be made only by him. No one else should ,attempt 
to persuade him not to comply with the law. He .must bear his 
own burden of responsibility on making the decision as to what 
to do.-Gal. 6: 5, NW. 

If he desires to test the matter in the civil' courts without 
submittinn to induction. this is available to him according to the 
decision 03 t h e  supreme Court of the United States in Estep v. 
United States, 527 U .  S 114, 66 S. Ct. 423, 90 L. Ed. 405. He 
should understand that if he fails to submit to induction he wlll 
be prosecuted. If he fails to make a good. and sufIlcient.defense 
on the trial of .his ease he will be convicted. ,-,? * $ .  . 

If the registrant desiring to test the validity of the ,inductio,n 



order draws the line too soon by failing to report a t  the induction 
station and going through all the procedure up to the point of 
taking one step forward and submitting, he will lose all chances 
of testing in court the validity of the order of the local board. 
-Falbo v: United States, 320 U. S. 549, 64 S. Ct. 346, 88 L. Ed. 
2 n ~ ~  ---. 

The only way that the registrant who is a minister or con- 
scientious objector, dissatisfied with his final classification, can 
(without submitting to induction) have a judge determine the 
validity of .the classification is to report a t  the induction station 
and go through all the procedure down to the point where he is 
requested to take one step forward and thereby submit to induc- 
tion. The registrant must give the armed forces a last chance 
to reject him by taking a physical examination on the day fixed 
for induction. He must comply with all orders a t  the induction 
station down to the place where he is commanded to step forward 
from t.he line-up if he wants to test the matter in the courts be- 
fore induction. The Supreme Court has held that i t  is possible 
that a registrant may still be rejected a t  the induction station 
on a final physical examination, even after the armed forces 
preinduction physical examination on which he may have pre- 
v i ~ u s l ~ ~ b e e n  found acceptable.-Falbo v. United States, 320 U.S. 
549, 64 S. Ct. 346, 88 L. Ed. 305. 

COMPLETION OF REMEDIES WHERE IN CLASS 1-0 
A registrant entitled to claim the exemption afforded to 

ministers of religion (Sections 6 (g) and 16 (g) of the act and 
Section 1622.43 of the regulations), but who has been classified 
as liable to perform civilian work as  a conscientious objector 
in lieu of induction, is not required to go through the stepping- 
forward ceremony in order to complete his remedies. There is 
no such ceremony for a conscientious objector. All that such min- 
ister must do to complete his remedies is go through the armed 
forces physical examination ordered by the local board either be- 
fore or following a final determination of his 1-0 classification on 
appeal. He will not be ordered to submit to induction into the 
armed forces; he will be ordered to take a final. physical exami- 
nation. 

If such person desires to submit to the performance of work, 
pursuant to order of the local board, and then test the validity 
of the classification, there may be available to him the remedy 
of habeas corpus.-See Gibson v. United States, 329 U. S. 338, 
67 S. Ct. 301, 91 L. Ed. 331. 

If such minister desires to test the classification in the courts 
in the same way as one who refuses to submit to induction into 
the armed forces, he can do so only after having taken the final 
physical examination a t  the armed forces induction station. 

He may also designate in writing the type of work he wants to 
perform and file such designation with the local board if he is not 



pleased with the work selected for him by the local board. In 
event the registrant and the board cannot agree upon work for 
the Watchtower Society as constituting that type of charitable 
work that would fulfill the requirement, then the registrant 
can ask the board to reopen his case and consider his full-time 
status for classification as  a minister in IV-D, as a last resort. 
-See Part 1660 of the regulations. 

A minister of reli ion claiming full exemption under the law 
is not required by &w actually to report or enter upon such 
civilian work in order to be entitled to a review of the draft 
board order in court.-Dodez v. United States, 329 p. S. 338, 
67 S. Ct. 301, 91 L. Ed. 331. 

It may be possible for such minister to file civil propdings 
against the draft boards in the nature of an action for declara- 
tory 'udgment and injunction. However, this is a qtieirthibnable 
remedy if the Director of Selective Service reports the regis- 
trant to the Department of Justice. He may be indicted and 
prosecuted before his civil roceedings in the courts against 
the draft boards are finishel 

If the minister has time and money and is willing to risk 
wasting both, should the government prosecute befo'h his 'case 
is heard, he could hire a lawyer and file such c i a  proceedings 
against the draft board following the receipt of his aekignmeht 
to do work contributing to the maintenance of the national 
health, safety or interest. If he does not get the court proceedings 
brought against the draft board in time and he is prosecuted 
for failing to comply with the order to report for such work, 
he will be entitled to make his defense in the courts?jn.the kame 
manner as a registrant defends against an indictment for failure 
to submit to induction, i s 

COMMUNICATION WITH COUNSEL :- 
A registrant may communicate with his counsel in order to 

obtain advice as to whether or not, in'the opinion of counsel, 
the action of the draft boards can be tested in the courte. 

I t  is hoped that the foregoing memorandum will be of help 
to each registrant desiring to comply with the law. 

HAYDEN C. COVINGTOM . 
124 Columbia Heights , . 
Brooklyn 1, New York 

General Coulz~el for 
Jelwvah?sWitnesses ' - 

c ,  
3 

1 ,  March, 1953. 
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