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Mythology and the Bible. 

I T may he asked : What possible connection can 
there be between Mythology and the Bible? Is  
not a myth an untruth ; whereas the Bible is the 
" Word of Truth " ? 

It is important to notice, however, that many of the 
ancient mythical tales have a substratum of historical 
fact ;  and much in them that lappears fabulous and 
nonsensical on the surface, proves on careful investi- 
gation bo have a hidden meaning. 

Tlzat the ancient rutions of Babylon, Egypt, Greece, 
etc., were highly civilised is demonstrated by the 
remains of their wonderful architecture, the style of 
which cannot be improved upon even by the advanced 
mtions of our day. Such cultured people must have 
had some reason, satisfactory to themselves, to induce 
them to, worship their mythical gods. The Bible 
throws light upon this question; and a little knowledge 
of Mythology aids us to understand a number d very 
obscure texts of the Scriptures. 

Scriptural Rocognltion of Heathen Coda. 
In giving the law to the Israelites, the Lord com- 

manded them to on no account warship the gods of the 
other nations ; but we read of many instances where 
they deliberately disregarded this injunction, and were 
in consequence punished until they returned to Him, 
the only true Gad. Jeremiah records a erase in point 
in chapter 44, verses 15-19, 25-" A s  for the word that 
thou hast spoken unto us in the mme of the Lord, we 
will not hearken unto thee,, but we will certainly do 
whatcover tlling goeth forth ont of our o\-g11 month, 
to bur11 illcellsc 1111to f i l e  qlleen of h e g v e ~ ,  and to pour 



out drink oflerings llrlio her, as we have done, we, and 
our fatllers, our k i ~ ~ g s ,  and our princes, in the cities of 
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: tor then had . 
we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil. 
But since we left of'f to burn incense to the queen of 
heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we 
have wanted all things, and have been consumed by 
the sword and by the iamine. A,?d when we burned 
incense to the queen of heaven, etc. See also Jer. 
7 :17, 19--"Seest thou not what they do i n  the cities 
of Judah and jn inhe streets of Jerusalem? The children 
gat.her wood, and  the fathers kindle the  Are, and the  
women kneed their dough, to make cakes to tlle queen 
of heaven, and they pour out {lrink offerings 111ito other 
gods, that they may pro\-ol;~ me to anger." 

\I'll0 was this " Queen of I~eaven" ill whoin the err- 
ing Jews had such implicit rbonfidence? 

I n  Ji~rlges 2 : 11-13 is ~ecorrlcd another falling away 
of the Isnaelites : " And they forsook the Loi'(I God of 
their f.?thcrs, which b ro~~g l l t  them out or the land of 
Egypt, and followed o t l t r ~ ~  gods, of the gods of the 
penple that were round about them, and bowed them- 
>el\-es 1ult.o them, and provoked the Lord unto anger. 
And tl~ey,,forsool~ the Lord, and  served Baal and 
Asl~taroth. 

\\Xo was Baal? W1-lo was Ashtaroth? 
.45 all are aware, the Bible contains many references 

f o  Raal ; yet it does not disclose the identity of th is  
god, nor explain why the faithless Jews and other 
peoples so consistently rendered him obeisance. It is 
here that we are aided by klYthoIOg~, the study of 
which reveals the fact that the god Baal, and the god- 
dess the Queen of heaven, were unilrersally worshipped 
under lrarjous names and titles. While this is recog- 
nised by students of ~ y t h o l o g y ,  it is not SO generally 



realised that these same deities are even now wor- 
shipped in our very midst by the adherents of sat 
great idolatrous system which the Scriptures name 
" Babylon the Great " ! 

The Two Babylons. 
History proves that Papacy's adoration of images, 

dead saints and relics, its holy candles, holy water, 
etc., and all its vain ritual, are borrowed from heathen 
sources. Papacy's excuse, as voiced by Cardinal New- 
man, is that although it is admitted that such things 
are " the very instruments and appendages of demon- 
worship," they were, however, " sanctified by adoption 
into the church " (Newman's Developtnent, pp. 359, 360). 
But it is now clearly apparent that the Romish Church 
has not been justifled in adopting heathen customs and 
practices. For this very reason, Papacy is denominated 
a Babylon the Great "; the Babylon of old was full of 
these abominations, and thelnefore well typified the 
fallen church of the Gospel Age. 

Babylon was the first nation or kingdom after the 
deluge, and by i t  idolatrous worship was inaugurated. 

Comparing Jer. 51 : 6-8, with Rev. 17 : 4, 5 ; 14 : 8, 
we notice that almost the same expressions are used. 
In Jeremiah, ancient Babylon is said to have been a 
golden cup in the Lord's liands, by which all nations 
were made i l runl ten-dr~t~~ken with the wine of false 
religion. In Revelation " Babylon t.he Great" js called 
the " Mother of Harlots," the parerat system, which 
made all nations drink of her golden cup full of 
abominations, the wine of false doctrine. AS typica; 
Babylon fell, so shall antitypical " Babylon the Great 
fall never to rise. 

That Babylon was the first nation after the flood is 
shown by Gen. 10 : 8-12. This reference, also, furnishes 



a clue to the origin of the worship of false gods ; and 
by colnparilig with certain statements in mytllc,logical 
histories We get a further clue to the identity of these 
deities. We read : "And Cush begat Nimrod: he 
beg= to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a 
mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, 
'Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord.' 
And the beginning of his kingdom was Babylon, and 
Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar 
Out of that land he went forth into Awyria and builded 
Nineveh," etc. (See margin.) 

Nimrod the Mighty Hunter, and his influonce 
in the World. 

Why should the Bible make special mention of 
Nimrod ? Because he was the first to become mighty ; 
and even to this day the countries of Babylonia and 
Assyria ere filled with the name of Nimrod. When 
Moses wrote Genesis, dthough Nimrod had long since 
passed away, his name h:d become a proverb, so that 
it was a popular saying,; Even as Nimrod the mighty 
hunter before the Lord. His might lay in  the fact of 
his being s hunter; for we must reflect on the con- 
ditions which would obtain in the earth in his day. 
Only four human pairs were preserved from the waters 
of the deluge ; but many kinds of animals came forth 
from the ark ; and as these animals multiplied one can 
see how the terror of the more ferocious among them 
would by had upon all men. He, therdore, who 
brought destruction to tke tiger, the leopard, the lion, 
the python, was regarded as the great bemfmtor, the 
m n  above all others to be honoured by his fellows 
and commemomted by posterity. 

The univemal popularity of an individual must 
be a forw for good or for evil to the community. 



Although the Scriptures do not directly allude to the 
nature of the influence exerted by Nimrod, we may 
safely infer from the character of his parentage, and 
from other circumstances, that it was evil. That his 
grandiather,Ham,had a depraved disposition is proved 
in Gen. 9 : 18-25 ; while in the same connection Shem 
was given a special blessing because of his purity 
(verse 26). Thus we gather that very shortly after the 
deluge the human race was divided into two camps, 
one for the Lord and righteousness among whom Shem 
took the leading part, the other for unrighteousness 
with Ham as the principal apostate. Of the latter 
branch of the race Nimrod was descended. 

It is improbable, therefore, that the declaration that 
Nimrod was a "mighty hunter before the Lord " sig- 
nifies that he in any way sought thus to honour the 
Lord. In such a connection the phrase "before the 
Lord" rather implies a belittling ad the Lord's power 
to protect His own. Perceiving the menaced condition 
of the race, Nimrod, trusting to his own prowess, came 
forward as the bold saviour of the world, and becom- 
ing a mighty one in the earth attracted men's attention 
away from the Lord. The natural result of the 
admiration of a man of Nimrod's character must 
necessarily have been to destroy reverence for God, 
and thus lead to the adoration and worship of the 
creature instead of the Creator. That the world did 
fall into infidelity shortly after the flood is proved 
from the first part of the eleventh chapter of Genesis. 
The great Jewish historian Josephus says in conflrma- 
tion: "The multitude were very ready to follow the 
determination of Pu'imrod, and to esteem it a piece of 
corndice  to submit to God " (Ant. 1 : 4 : 2). 
we cannot suppose, however, that the saintly few 

would permit this evil without exerting some effort to 



~ t e y  the tiownward course, for the Lord's people in all 
ages fro111 the ulne of rigllleous Abel have protested 
against sin. If the tradition of the Jews be true that 
Shem was hlelchizedec (and the claim seems reason- 
able and quite in accord with Scripture analogy), then. 
as  " Priest of the most high God" he  must have bee11 
a very Hercules i n  the Lord's cause, and a constant 
check to the evilly disposed. 

'rhus far we may reasonably infer from the brief 
references to Kimrod given in the Scriptures. 'I'o 
gain further information about this mighty hunter wc 
require to study the pages of Mythology. 

Ninus and Semiramis. 
in  Gel]. 10 : 11, already quoted, we reau that Nilnrotl 

built the city of Nineveh. This little itern of Bible 
history enables us to identify Nimrod with the king 
Ninus of classical writings. The name Nineveh 
literally means " 'l'he habitation of Ninus." The his- 
torian Apollodorus expressly states that "Ninus is 
Nimrod" (Apollodori, Fragm. 68 in  Mul!er, Vol. i, p. 
440). In  the ancient records of Justin and Diodorus 
Siculus, Ninus i s  credited with similar kingly powers 
a s  aTe attributed to Eimrod by the Scriptures (Justin, 
f l i s t .  li'om. Scr ip t . ,  Vol. ii, p. 615; Diodorus, Bibliotheca, 
lib. ii, p. 63). Sinus was the son, as well a s  tlid 
husband, of Semiramis. According to Eusebius these 
two reigned as  king and  queen in the time of Abraham; 
but the great chror~olopist Clinton, and the celebrated 
Excavator and Linguist Layard, both assign a n  earlier 
date to the reign of Ninus and Semiramis. 

In one of the famous sculptures of ancient Babylon, 
Ninus and Semiramis are represented a s  actively 
engaged in the pursuits of the chase, the "quiver- 
bearing Semiramis " being a fit conlpalrion for the  



" mighty Hunter before the Lord " (Diodorus, lib. ii, 
p. 69). 

Semiramis was a beaut.ifu1 but very depraved woman, 
and it is  to her that much of the extravagant and 
licentious character of the heathen religions has been 
ascribed. In his work Inferno, in the 5th Canto, Dante 
pictures Semiramis ;is one of the damned in hell (not 
purgatory); and he also mentions Ninu$,in the same 
connection. Although Dante's "visions were a Ag- 
ment of his imagination, yet his consigning Semiramis 
to eternal pllnishing shonrs the bad esteem in which 
she was held. 

The Mysterlesu of tho Hoathan Rellglons. 
The Chaldean "Mysteries" can be traced back to 

the days of Semiramis. It appears that her husband's 
apostacy was quite open, and consisted mainly in 
leading men into sensuality. teachi!! then1 that they 
might enjoy the "pleasures of sin without fear of 
retribution from a holy God. In his hunting expedi- 
tions he was accompanied by troops of women; and 
by mu,sic, games and revelries, and everything that 
pleases tile natural heart, he insinuated himself int CI 
the favour of the world. It wm after the death of 
Sinus OT Nimrod that the secret "Mysteries" were set 
up by Semiramis and her followers. 

Nimrod's death is not noticed in the Scriptures, 
but there was an ancient tradition that his end was 
violent. Strange though it may seem, numerous lines 
of evidence (which we shall ilivestigate a s  we proceed) 
prove that it was this very death of Nimrod thaf. 
constituted the foundational theme of the Mysteries. 

.* Sea tho Ilev. Aluxandor Hiulop'~ rusrbr.rly wjrk eutlt.1r.d Trc TKQ 
B d y l  on8 (lafa; ). 
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Sltlvertk informs us that all who sought initiation into 
these systems were compelled to drink peculiar intoxi- 
cating beverages. This is  undoubtedly the origin of 
Jeremiah's allusion to the golden cup which made aJl 
nations drunken; for every nation received, its idola- 
tmus religion from Babylon. 

In all essentials the "Mysteries" of the different 
nations were the same, each being fashioned after the 
pattern oaf the " hiother " nation Babylon. Regarding 
this Layard says:  "Of the great antiquity 01 this 
primative worship there is abundanlt evidence, and 
that it originated among the inhabitants of the Assyrian 
plains, we have the united testimony of sacred and 
profane history. It obtained the epithet of perfect, and 
was believed to be the most ancient religious system, 
having preceded that of the Egyptians. The identity 
of many of the Asyrian doctrines with those 03 
Egypt is alluded to by Porphyry and Clemens." Birch, 
also, says : "The Zodiacal signs . . show unequi- 
vocally that the Greeks derived their notions and 
arrangements of the Zodi-a [and consequently their 
Mythology, which was intertwined with it] from the 
Chaldeans. The identity of Nimrod with the constel- 
lation Orion is not to be rejected" (Layard, Nincvell 
und i ts  Remains, V01. ii, pp. 439, 440). 

\\7e see, th.erefore, that ancient Babylon was 2 
fitting type of that wondepul "Mystery of Iniquity 
of the Gospel Age, called Babylon the Great. Just 
a that great system had its small beginning in the 
days olf the Apostles, being alluded to by Paul in  2 
Thess. 2 : 7-" The mystery of iniquity doth already 
work," and afterwards attained so great dimensions 
that it has deceived the whole world, so the typical 
Mystery in literal Babylon also began in a small way. 
then grew and extended, and latterly became so uni- 



versa1 that all nations were made "mad," i.e., void of 
judgment. Only those who worship the true God 
have the spirit of a sound mind (2 Tim. 1 : 7). 

"Mothw and Son worahlp. 
While in " Babylon the Great " the principal subjects 

of devotion are the Madorma and her cMld (said to 
be the virgin Mary and Jesus), so in typical Babylon 
the popular worship was extended to a goddess mother 
and her son, who had their origin in Semiramis and 
her son Ninus (the Hebrew word for "son is nin). 
Remembering the religious influence which proceeded 
from Babylon, we have here the explanation of the 
universal adoration d the "Mother and Son." In 
Greece they were worshipped as Ceres the great 
mother, with the babe at her breast ; or as Irene the 
goddess of Peace, with the boy Plutus in her arms. 
In Pagan Rome as Fortuna and Jupiter-puer, or 
Jupiter the boy. In Asia as Cybele and DMius. In 
India as Isi and Iswara; and even in Thibet, China, 
and Japan, missionaries were astonished to And the 
exact counterpart of the Madonna and her child as 
devoutly reverenced as in Papal Rome itself I 

The Egyptian Cod Osiris was Nimrod. 
In Egypt the Mother was wowpped  as Isis, and the 

Son as Osiris, though more often as Horus. Regard- 
ing Osiris, Bunsen shows that he was represented as at 
once the Son and Husband of his mother, and actually 
bore as one of his titlas of honour the name " Husband 
of the Mother (Bunsen, Vol. i, pp. 438, 439). This 
serves to identify Osiris with Ninus who married his 
own mother. There are many strong proofs that 
Osirls was Nimrod or Ninus. In some of his f0Ims 
0sil-i~ was represented clothed in a leopard's skin ; 



and as it is a priucip!e in every religion that the high 
priest wears the insignia of the god whom he serves, 
the Egyptian high priest wore a leopard's skln when 
omciating on all importarit occasions. This article of 
apparel was intended to commemorate some outstand- 
ing event in connection with the god Osiris; for all 
t l ~ e  strange clothing and head-gear of the heathen gods 
and priests were signs or symbols intended to convey 
some meaning to those who were educated to under- 
stand them-that is, to the " initiated." We who are 
initiated into the mysteries of God's glorious plan of 
the Ages (Mark 4 : 11). have an understanding of the 
symbolisms of the garments of the Iewirh high priests. 

The name Nimrod niealls literally " The subduer of 
the leopard,," being Cerived from ninar "a leopard," 
and rad "to subdue. In these ancient days much 
significance was attached to names, as students 03 the 
Bible are  aware. Nimrod's name, therefore, implied 
that his fame a s  a hunter rested mainly on the fact that 
he had discovered the art of training the leopard to 
aid him in  hunting the other wild beasts. A particular 
kind of leopard, named the cheetah, is used for hunting 
in India even at  this day. When we find that Osiris 
and his priests are represented arrayed in leopard's 
skins, we may be sure that deep meaning was attached 
to this costume; we believe that it was intended to 
convey to the initiates the understanding that their 
god Osiris was in reality Nimrod, tile renowned 
aLLeopard-tamer." It is well known that Nimrod or 
Ninus, on becoming mighty, extended his dominion. 
conquering Egypt, in addition to other countries. 

Piutarch says,, there was a tradition among the 
Egyptians that Osiris was black (De Isid, et Os., 
Vol. ii, p. 359). -4s the Egyptians were dark people 
themselves, the blackness of Osiris must have been 



mere than ordinary to have called for special corn. 
men*. In his Look of Piaie~ ,  Belzoni shows a COIOUT~G 
drawing of the recognised figure of Osiris, which he 
copied from the life-size paintings on the walls in one 
of the tombs of the kings at Thebes (Plate V). The 
face and hands 0.1 this figure are jet black. Wilkinson, 
also, in his 6th volume, shows a figure ol Oairis which 
has the features oli the negro ; and it is significant that 
this negro-figure of Osiris is clothed in a le~pard's 
skin. Professor C. Piazzi Smyth draws attention to 
the unmistakable negro features of the great Sphinx 
near the Pyramids of Gizeh, which idol is pronounced 
to be a representation of Horus, the son of Osiris and 
Isis. Horus, however, is only another form of Osiris. 
This, then, is further identification of Osiris with 
Nimrod, for Nimrod was black, being the son of Cush, 
whose name signifies " black." Ham, also, was black ; 
he is the father of all the black races. 

The Ethiopians were very black, and this people 
were descendants of Cush. Eusebius :ays : " Chas was 
he from whom came the Ethiopians (Chronicon, V01. 
ii, p. 109). Josephus says the same. In the original of 
Jer. 13 : '23, the word " Ethiopian reads " Cushitelw- 

Can the Cushite change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots? See also Gen. 2 : 13, margin. 

Himrod'e Death the Foundational Theme of 
Heathen Religlon8. 

There are many more proofs of the identification of 
the Egyptian god Osiris with the Babylonian Nimrod, 
but those we have mentioned will suffice for our 
present purpose, namely, to gain information a s  to the 
manner of Nimrod's death; for the account of the 
death of Osiris is well known. Osiris met with & 
violent death, and that vio!en.t death of Osi r i~  wsa tho 



central theme of the whole idolatry of Egypt. 1f 
Osiris wru hirnrod, as we have seen reason to believe, 
thak violent death d Osiris which the Egyptians so 
pathetically deplored in their annual festivals, was just 
the death of Nimrod. 

The account of the death of Osiris as given in the 
Egyptian Book of the Dead(a copy of which is frequently 
found entombed with mummies), is as follows : While 
Osiris was absent on a certain occasion, his enemy, 
who was named Sem, entered into a conspiracy with 
72 of the leading men of Egypt to put Osiris to death. 
The plot succeeded. Osiris was slain, and his body 
was torn into 14 pieces which was scattered through- 
out the country. Isis greatly lamented Ber husband's 
death, and searched about for the pieces of his body. 
Whenever she discovered a piece, she buried it and 
erected a shrine over it. 

The Patriarch Shem, and his Codly Influenoe 
In the World. 

Wilkinson shows (Vol. v, p. 17) that Sem was one 
of the names of the primitive Egyptian Hercules, 
who w u  said to have, by the polwer of God, fought 
and overcome the giants who had rebelled against 
heaven. In plain language, this mythical tale simply 
means that the Hercules Sem or Shem (see Luke 3:36), 
the great oppo~lent 08 idolatry, was enabled by the 
powm or spirit of God to so convince the tribunal of 
72 supreme Judges d Egypt of the enormity of the 
oflence of Osiris or Nimrod, as  to,,persuade them to 
condemn and put that " mighty one or glant to death 
and to send parts of his disnlembered body to the 
various cities as  a solemn declaration in their name, 
t l a  "whosoever follows the example of Nimrod 
(,()siris') shall meet with a like penalty." In foll~wing 



this course Shem was acting according to n recognised 
judicial cudom, instances of which are found in the 
Scriptures (see J u d g s  19 : 29 ; and 1 Samuel 11 : 7). 

Aftertlrards, the upholders of the idolatrous religious 
system :f Egypt stigmatised the leader of the "con- 
spiracy as Typho, or the "Evil One." One of the 
mmt noted names by which Typho was called, was 
Seth (Epiphanius, Adv. Ilc~res, lib. iii). The names 
Seth and Shem are synonymous, both alike signifying 
" The appointed one." 

This persuasive power of %em, by which he caused 
the great Nimrod to be condemned to death, was 
~ymbo~lised by the tusks of a wild boar. We read in 
Mythology that the god Adonis perished by the tusks 
of a wild boar. Now Adonis is identical with the god 
Tammuz, and T m m u z  with Osiris (Kitto's Illustrated 
Commentury, Vol. iv, p. 141 ; Wilkimn's Egyptians, Vol. 
v. p. 3). In Egypt, the pig was the symbol d evil ; 
and as the horn is the ancient symbol o# power, bdng 
so recognised in Scriptures, the tutsks in  the mouth of 
the male pig signifies that it was by the " power of his 
mouth " that the evil one, Seth, caused Adonis (Osiris) 
to be put to death. In memory of this deed, the 
peoples of many countries have caused countless boars 
to lme their heads in sacrifice to the outraged god. 
This explains why the boar's or pig's head is  even at 
this day a recognised dish at the Christmas dinner in 
Britain, though the reason for the custom has long 
been forgotten. In India, a demon with a boar's 
face" is said to have gained such power th:ough his 
devotions, that he oppressed the "devotees or wor- 
shippers of the gods, who had to hide themselves 
(Moor's Pantheon, p. 19). Even in Japan there seems 
to be a similar myth. 

Thus the righteous Shem. blessed by Jehmbh, bas 



been stignlatised and misrepresented in all the heatllsn 
religions of the World ; while the idolatrous Nimrod 
who led men away from the true God, and who was 
justly condemned to death because of his evil deeds, 
has been exalted to the status of a god himself. This 
turning of things upside-down, however shall not 
stand, for Jehovah shall now soon vindi6ate himself 
on behalf of his righteous servants. 

We are reminded here of what the Egyptian his- 
torian hfanetho wrote regarding the builders of the 
Great Pyramid : "There came up from the East, in a 
strange manner, men of an  ignoble race, who had the 
confidence to invade our country, and easily subdued 
it by their power without a battle. All this invading 
nation was styled Hyksos-that is, Shepherd Kings." 
He adds that this people afterwards departed for Judea 
and built there a city named Jerusalem. The head of 
these Shepherd Kings has been recognised as the 
patriarch Shem, and Shem as Melchizedec, king of 
Salem (Heb. 7 : 1, 2). It is certainly quite in keeping 
with the exalted methods of this " king of peace " thal 
he subdued the Egyptians without a battle, persuading 
them only by the spirit or power of God to close 
their idolatrous temples and do his bidding (see Great 
Pyramid Passages, Vol. i, pars. 4-6). It shows how 
wonderful was the godly influence whichjhia venerable . 
king arid "priest of the most high God exercised irl 
the early stages of the "present evil world." He was 
indeed a fit type of Christ in the Millennia1 Age,, whora 
God sware would be a "Priest forever after the order 
of Melchizedec" (Psa. 110 : 4). In face of such great 
power for righteousness, one can see how the iniquity 
instigated by Satan, the " god Of this world," would 
require to,pe very warily conducted. Hmce the t?rm 
+; mystery or secret," of inquity. 



The Faloa "8eed of tha Woman," 
the mighty Nimrod was violently put to death 

in midst of his career, glaeat indeed must have been 
the ku'nentation among his followers. Semiramis 
would, naturally, experience the greatest grief and 
loss. She had shared with him his kingdom and glory, 
but now all this honour had suddenly come t,o an end. 
Semiramis, however, was a woman of unbounded 
ambition, and she by no means intended to quietly step 
wide without a bid for fame on her own account. 
That she succeeded in making a name for herself is 
fully attested by the pages of ancient histolry. A most 
daring suggestion was advanced which she seized upon 
and resolutely carried out-namely, that she should 
claim that her dead son was none other than the 
prr~rnised " seed of the woman " who had been destined 
to bruise the serpent's head, and who, in doing so, was 
to have his awn heel bruised! Formerly her son had 
been honoured as  the mighty hunter and benefactor of 
the world; but though he was m w  dead &e would 
declare that he had risen and had been deifled, and 
thus have him worshipped a s  a god! 

We say that this bold scheme was suggested to 
Semiramis, for who could have instigated such an 
imposition except the father of lies"? That "old 
serpent," Satan, caused the fall of mankind through 
his lying suggestion to Eve (Gen. 3 : 1-6), and he now 
attempted to frustrate Jehovah's glorious plan of 
redemption by introducing his false Messiah, a lying 
counterfeit of the true. In consequence of this the 
whole world has been led astray, and few indeed have 
had the privilege of knowing God and Jesus Christ 
wllom He sent. Only those who have been initiated 
into the mystery of God  by means of the enlightening 
action of the Holy Spirit, have been able to discern 
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the true Messiah (Matt .  1C : 15-17). We are rejoiced to 
I~rluv: that !lie tinle is not now far cllstaut \\ 1 1 ~ 1 1  tlic 
poor deceived world will have its eyes opened and 
rocognise it true Redeemer, and when the people 
will shout: "Lo, THIS is  our God  ; we have waited 
for him, and HE will save us  " (Isa. 25 : 9). Satan ha6 
taken advantage of the religious elenlent in  man, 
and by his blinding lies has directed the wolrld's 
worship to himself, becoming i11 very deed the "god 
of tk is  w o ~ l d "  (2 Cor. 4 : 4). He had said in his heart 
" I  shall be like the most High," and he bought to 
follow out this desire in every possible way. But he 
shall be " cut down to the ground " in  the Lord's due 
time (Isa. 14 : 12-17); and Jesus Christ, who did ma 
seek to be equal with God, but made himself of 110 
reputation and was obedien* unto cleat.l~,, shall be 
highly exalted and  given a name which i s  above every 
name, tlmt at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow 
in  adoration and worship (Philippians 3 : 6-11, Diaglott) . 
'' Exalt him that is low, and abase him that is  high," is 
the principle on which God works. 

The patriarch!;, and the ancient world in general, 
were acquainted with the story of the tmptat ion in 
M e n ,  and they knew that the seed of the woman was 
ultimately to destroy the tempter. Because of this, 
and because of the innats wickedness of the h a r t s  of 
men (Jer. 17 : 9), Satan was able to foist his cwnt&&it 
" Seed of the woman " upon the world. We know that 
thls is so, for there is hardly a people on earth whose 
mythological religion does mat contzun reference to 
tJle "Seed" bruising the head of the serpent. Refei- 
ring to this phase 0 1  the religio~ls of the heathen 
countries, Wilkinson iV01. iv, p. 395) says : " The evil 
genius of the adversaries of t l ~ e  Egyp~iatl god HOPUS 
[Osiris in  another form] is freq~;elltly Agured under 



the form GI a snake, whose head he is seen piercing 
with a spear. The same fable occurs in the religion 
of India, where the malignant serpent Calyia is slain 
by Vishnu, in his avatar [incarnation] of Crishna. 
'1 he Scandinavian deity Thm was mid to have 
bruised the head of the great serpent with his mace. 
The origin of this may be readily traced to the Bible." 
The Grwlis, also, represented their god Apollo as 
slaying the serpent Pyt.ho ; and H~lmboldt shows that 
the Mexicans had the same belief concerning their 
god Ted1 : " The serpent crushed by the great spirit 
Twtl, when he takes the form of one of the subaltern 
deities, is the genius of evil-a real Kakodaemon 
( Mexican Researches, V01. i, p. 228). When examination 
is made of these various myths, it is found that in 
almost every case the serpent-destroying god dies as 
the result of injuries received in t.he combat, thus 
showing that the Pagans knew that it was by dying 
that the prornitjed Seed was to destroy the adversary. 

In the abowe quotation from Wilkinson, it will be 
noticed that he attributes to the Bible the knowledge 
which the Pagans had d destroying the serpent as the 
incarnation of evil ; but he no doubt means that this 
knowledge may be traced to the account of the temp- 
tation in Eden, which afterwards appeared in the 
Bible. The Bible as we have it, of course, did not 
begin to be written till after the Exodus of the 
Israelites from Egypt, 1615 B.C. Long before this 
date (The Exodus was 857 years alter the flood) the 
false religions of Babylonia, Egypt, and the other 
countries were fully set up, originating, as we have 
said, with Semiramis and her follolwers. In the midst 
of all this idolatry, however, the Lord always had his 
faithful few-Noah, Shem, Abraham, and others being 
specially mentioned. It was because the worship of 



the false Messiah was in full operatio11 in Egypt 
and in the other countries, that Jehovah repeatedly 
warned his people, the Jewish nation, against fo,llow- 
ing them. Bowing down to "sticks and stones" was 
in reality the worship of the dead. These images 
enslaved the minds of those who served them,. giving 
a se:ming $ctuality to beings who did not exist; for 
t.he gods whom they represented were in their 
graves, and are still waiting for the resurrection in the 
Millennia1 reign of Christ. 

The "Image of Jealousy." 
We have already mentioned the fact that the popu- 

lar subjects of worship in every nation have been the 
" Mother and Son," images of whom were everywhere 
set up. Even the Jewish nation was for a time guilty 
of worshipping the Babylonian goddes with the false 
Seed i n  her arms, for one of her images is  evidently 
referred to by Ezekiel [8 : 3) when he says : " And t h ~  
spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, 
and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to 
the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the 
north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy, 
which provoketh to jealousy." This image of the 
a Mother and Son," erected a s  the result of the jealousy 
of Satan against the coming true Seed of the woman, 
provoked God to jealousy because it misdirected the 
devotion of His people, to whom He had said: "Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me. Thoii shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image. . . . Thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them nor serye them : for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealou: God (Ex. 20 :3-5). In 
Egypt the "Mother and Son were wolrshipped a s  Isi: 
and Osiris, whose very names signify "the woman 
and " the seed "; for Isis is  the Greek form of H'irha, 



-tne woman; and Osiris is read on the Egyptian 
monuments He-ski,-the seed. 

The " Delficatlon of Nimrod. 
The mythical story in Egypt of the deification of 

Nimrod by Semiramis is to the effect that Isis, who was 
a great enchantress and had much knowledge of "magi- 
cal ceremonies:;' instructed HOTUS and a number of 
his "followers to perform a series of operations in 
connection with the burial of his father, which had the 
effect of raising Osiris from the dead,, and of establish- 
ing him as  king in Amenti, i.e., the " Hidden Place," or 
the other world (Fourth Sallier Papyrus in the British 
Museum.-Although Horns was the son of Osiris, he 
was merely another form of Osiris himself, being a 
new incarnation of that god). 

Thus, by following Satan's lie, that the dead are not 
dead, Semiramis and her deluded followers caused 
others to believe that Nimrod was not now dead, but 
that he had been resurrected, .and had become a god 
and should be reverenced as  such. But it is evident 
that i f  this advanced form of idolatsy was to become 
established, it was indispensable that it should be in- 
augurated in secret, and be operated with extreme 
caution ; for the terror of execution, lately inflicted on 
one so mighty a s  Nimrod, was too real to be ignored. 
This, then,, was the beginning d that iniquitous system 
of "Mystery" which has been so far-reaching in its 
desolating effects, and which the Lord used as a type 
of that still greater ",desolating abomination," the 
mystic "Babylon the Great" of the Gospel Age. 

The very n'ature of the "hlysteries" gave great. 
facilities for imposing on the senses of those who were 
being "initiated." It is well known that magical arts 
were invented by the Chaldeans. Epiphanius, after 



considering the evidences open in his day, pronounced 
it as his opinion that it was "Nimrod r?;at established 
the sciences of magic and astronomy ( A d v .  Heres, 
lib. i., tom. i, Vol. i. p. 7 c). All the fertile resources of 
magic, therefore, were employed by Semiramis and 
her intimate followers, to give colour to the lying 
deceptions of those Mysteries of which she was the 
originator. But notwithstanding all the care and pre- 
cautions of the conductors cd these ceremonies, enough 
has leaked out to enable us to gain a clear insight into 
their character. 

Candidates for initiation were made to pass through 
the ordeal of the confessional, and were required to 
swear by binding oaths to mainkin the secrecy of the 
system they were desirous of entering. After thus 
surrendering themselves implicitly to the priests, they 
were anointed with " magical ointmenks " which intro- 
duced into their bodily systems such drugs as tended 
to excite their imaginations and add to the power of 
the indispensable intoxicating drinks, that they might 
be prepared for the visions and revelatiom that were 
about to be made to them. Wilkinson, describing the 
experiences of those undergoing the process of initia- 
tion, says : "Strange and amazing objects presented 
themselves. Sometimes the place they were in seemed 
to shake around them ; sometimes it appeared bright 
and resplendent with light and radiant Are, and then 
again covered with black darkness, sometimes thunder 
and lightning, sometimes fearful noises and bellow- 
i n g ~ ,  sometimes terr;Fle apparitions astonished the 
trembling spectators (Egyptrans, Vo1. v, p. 326). 
Then,at last,the great hidden god was revealed to them 
in such a manner as to allay their fears and call forth 
their admiration and blind affections. It was m y  for 
those who controlled the Mysteries, havlng discovered 



scientific secrets which they jealously preserved in 
their own exclusive keeping, to give t.he ignorant 
initiates what might seem ocuLar demonstration that 
Nimrod who had been slain, and for whom such lamen- 
tations had been made, was again alive, and now 
encompassed with heavenly glory; Thm the whole 
system of the secret " Mysteries of Babylon intro- 
duced by the help d magic (sham miracles), was 
intended to glorify a dead man ;  and when once the 
worship of one dead Illian was established, the worship 
of many more was sure to follow. 

In this way Nimrod became the "father of the 
gods," being said to be the Arst of " deified mortals." 
As such he was worshipped under the titles ol Krorlos 
and Saturn. Saturn was the god of the Mysteries, the 
name itself signifying "the Hidden one." He was 
revealed to the initiated, but hidden to all others. 

The Identity of the Creek Cod Bacchus. 
Another of the names under which the deifled 

Nimrod received honour was Bacchus. In Greece, 
Bacchus was symbolically represented by a spotted 
fawn, which animal was intended in the figurative 
language of the Mysteries to covertly identify Bac- 
chus with Nimrod. The name of t h e  fawn in Greect 
was " Nebros," which signifies the spot.ted one, 
while the name of Nimrod, as known to the 
Greeks, was "Nebrod,." and is so translated in the 
Greek translation of the Hebrew Scripturesi.e., the 
Septuagint. It  will be remembered that Nimrod 
gained much of his success as a hunter by training 
the leopard to assist him i n  the chase. The skin of the 
fawn was intended to suggest the spotted. leopard. 
The custom of wearing the skin of the fawn appears 



io have been imported from Assyria direct, for sonle 
sculptures excavated in Nineveh show a god bearing 
.a spotted fawn in his arm, in such a way as  to indicate 
that the animal is  to be regarded as a symbol (Vaux's 
Nincveh and Persepolis, chap. viii, p. 233). Leopards 
were employed to draw the car of Bacchus; and he 
himself was represented clothed with a leopard's skin. 
as were also his priests, although sometimes the skin 
of the fawn was substituted. 

Tile Greek Bacchus and his priesthood, therefore, 
were i n  this respect similar to the Egyptian Osiris and 
priesthood. Herodotus, the father of history, always 
speaks of Osiris as  being Bacchus (lib. ii, cap. 42), and 
so also does Didorus,  who a y s :  " Orpheus introduced 
from Egypt the greatest part of the mystical cere- 
monies, the orgies that celebrate the wanderings of 
Ceres, and the whole fable of the shades below. The 
rites of Osiris and Bacchus are the same ; those of Isis 
and Ceres exactly resemble each other, except in 
rmme " ! Bibliotheca, lib. i, b. 9). This is an  additional 
proof that Bacchus and Nimrod a re  the same, for we 
have already seen that Osiris was Nimrod. 

The ivy, so conspicuous in all Bacchanalian ccle- 
b~a.tions, was an  express symbol of Nimrod. Th,e 
Greek word for ivy is  " Kissos"; and Kissos was one of 
the titles of Bacchus (Pausanias,. Attica, cap. 31, p. 78). 
Now, the name of the desc~ndants  of Cush was pro- 
nounced in Greece " Kissioi (Strabo, lib. xv, p. 691). 
The ivy branch carried by the v,otaries of Bacchus, 
therefore, signified to the initiated that B;acchus was 
the "branch of Cush "-i.e., Nimrod, the son of Cush. 
This also accounts for one of the titles of the Greek 
god Apollo- Kisseus Apollon." It serves to identify 
  pol lo with Nimrod (among ~ l h e r  proofs), meaning 
literally "The Cushite ApOllO. 



From Anacreon (p. 296) we learn that another of the 
tiales of Bacchus was " Aithiopais," which means " the . 

son of Ethiops." We have already pointed out that 
the Ethiopians were descendants of Cush, and there- 
fore athiops must have been Cush himself. (See 
Hab. 3:7, margin.) 

The literal meaning of the name Bacchus is the 
lamented one," being derived from Bakhah " to weep " 
or " lament." Hesychius (p. 179) says that among the 
Phenicians " Bacchos means weeping." The Hebrew 
word used in the Bible for weeping and lamenting is 
Raca, or Bakah (See Psa. 84:6, where the word Baca 
appears untranslated-" valley of Baca," should read 
"valley of weeping "). On certain mystical Bacchan- 
alian festivals a spotted fawn was torn in pieces, and 
great lamentations were made. Photius tells us the 
significance of this ceremony : l L  The tearing in pieces 
of the nebroi [or spotted fawns] was a: imitation of 
the suffe.ring in the case of Dionysus or Bacchus 
(Photius, Lexicon, pars. i, p. 291). Thus the great 
lamentations which followed the violent death of 
Nimrod (Nebrod), when his body was torn into 14 
pieces by the judges of Egypt, was annually com- 
memorated by the various nations. The backsliding 
women of Israel wept for the death of the false 
Messiah under the name of Tammuz, in memory of 
the wailing of Semiramis for the death of Nimrod : 
Ezek. 8:13, 14, reads : Turn thee yet again, and thou 
shalt see greater abominations that they do. Then he 
brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord's house 
which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat 
women weeping for Tammuz." It is significant that 
these women sat ,at the north gate, the same place as 
the seat of the image of jealousy mentioned in 
verse 3. Taminuz is identified with Osiris, and is 



therefore the same as  Bacchus (Wilkinson's Egypiiatis, 
Vol. v, b. 3 ; c. xiii, p. 10). 

When Jesus, the true Messiah and  Saviour of the 
world, was being led to death, we read that the women 
"bewailed and lamented him." But Jesus rebuked 
them and said : "Daughters sf Jerusalem, weep not 
for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your 
children (Luke 2327, 28). 

Tile reason why Bacchus is commonly understood to 
be the god of wine, drunkenness and revelry, is because 
of the effect which the mysterious beverages and oint- 
n~erlts had upon his devotees. The uninitiated merely 
saw the after effects, but did not understand the true 
import of these Bacchanalian orgies, which were 
claimed to be for " the purification of souls " (Servius, 
in Georg. ,  lib. i, Vo1. ii. p. 197). The "elevating" 
effect which the process of anointing, etc., had upon 
the initiates of the false religions, is manifestly a 
miserable counterfeit of the godly joy experienced by 
t,hose who, on being anointed with the Holy Spirit, 
gain a n  understanding of the glorious truth a s  it shines 
i u  the face of Jesus Christ (1  Cor. 2:9-16). The 
Apostle says : "Be not drunk with wine, wherein is 
excess ; but be filled with the Holy Spir i t ;  speaking 
to yourselves in psalms and liyinns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord " 
'Eph. 5:18. 19). To the worldly, the exhilarating and 
joyful effect which the Holy Spirit has upon those who 
newly come into the light of God's Truth, seems to be 
the result of intemperate drinking, or due to insanity. 
hiany of us have had the experience of being thus mis- 
judged. So also were the members of the early Church 
at Pentecost misrepresented, some of the bystanders 
mockingly saying : These men are full of new wine" 
(Acts 2:l-18). But we care nothing for this, because 



we know that "the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
tinto him: neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2:14). 

Not only was the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
counterfeited by the false religions, but nearly every 
virtue and exalted office was ascribed to the false 
saviour of the world that belongs to Jesus Christ. 
Without doubt this is the reason why Satan, the " god 
of this world," by counterfeiting the truth as  nearly as 
possible, has had so great hold upon the hearts of man- 
kind. The Apostle says: "The whole world lieth in 
the wicked one." We know that the great Papal 
system, well-named Satan's Masterpiece, has been a 
wonderful counterfeit of the glorious Millennia1 reign 
of Christ; and now we see why it was denominated by 
our Lord "Babylon the Great," because it was the 
antitype of that iniquitous system which originated in 
Babylon of old. Just as  Satan tried to frustrate 
Jehovah's plan of redemptjon, by forestalling the Mil- 
lennial reign of Christ with his false Papal Millennium, 
during which the Popes have successively reigned as 
king of kings, and lords of lords ; so he also sought 
to becloud the purpose of God by forestalling the 
advent of Jesus Christ, by bringing in his false 
Messiah. It was claimed that the death of Osiris 
(that is, of Nimrod) was sacrificial, submitted to for 
the beneflt of the world. 

Osiris the FaIae Saviour. 
The monuments of Egypt show that the worship of 

Osiris dates from the earliest times, and that he was 
regarded as the " god-man who suffered, died, rose 
again.and reigned eternally in heaven." He was the 
"King of eternity, lord of the everlastingness, the 



prince of gods and men, the god of gods, king ot kings, 
lord of lords, prince ot princes, the governor of the 
world, whose existence i s  everlasting " (Papyrrts oj  Ani, 
Plate I, in the British Museum). Osiris was the god 
who made men and women to rise from the dead, and 
bestowed upon them everlasting life. He was the 
resurrection itself (Guide to the Egyptian Collection in 
the British Museum, p. 139). 

We have already seen that, after the death and 
mutilation of the body of Osiris, the man-god of 
Egypt, by Seth (Shem), Horus the son of Osiris, 
assisted by a number of beings who were called the 
" followers of Horus," performed a series of magical 
rites whereby the rejoining of the limbs of the god was 
effected, and he revived. The Egyptians argued : 
" Certain ceremonies were performed by Horus on the 
body of Osiris, and he was mummified, and as  a result 
he rose to everlasting life ; we therefore will have the 
same ceremonies performed over our dead bodies, that 
we also may live again." This seemed to have been 
the reasoning which originated the practice of mum- 
mification. The Egyptians firmly believed that if  the 
body was not preserved after death, future life was 
impossible. They therefore endeavoured above all 
things to insure that their mummies would have per- 
fect protection, spending large sums of money or] 
intricate tombs, etc., so that it may truthfully be said 
that this people expended more upon the dead than 
upon the living. It demonstrates how " vo'd of judg- 
ment" they were, and how deceived bv Satan ; for how 
could the preservation of their poor bodies secure for 
them a future life I We are reminded of the Apostle 
Paul's ridicule of some who were evidently arguing 
like the Egyptians : l1 Thou fool, thou sowest not that 
body that shall be" ! 



It is important to notice that in their elaborato 
religious system, the idea of repentance never entered 
the minds of the Egyptians. With them the com- 
mission of sin was regarded merely a s  a breach of 
the ritual law of the community, and could be atoned 
for by certain payments, after which the law-breaker 
considered himself free from all obligation, real or 
moral. In the Coptic, which is the nearest to the 
ancient lang,;iage of Egypt, there is no word for 
" repentance ; the translators were obliged to transfer 
the Greek word itself into the Coptic version of the 
New Testament. As all heathen religions are essenti- 
ally the same, this manifests a vital difference between 
them and the t rue  religion; for repentance from sins is 
the Arst step in the work of salvation, as declared by 
the Apostle Peter when he addressed the assembled 
Israelites in the temple : " Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out" (Acts 
3:19). The Papal Church follows the lead of its 
ancient type in disannuling the need for repentance 
from sins, and atonement by the blood, by instituting 
" indulgences " and the " sacrifices of the mass." 

Orlgln of the Yule Log and the 
Christmas Tree. 

One of the titles of the false Messiah was Baal-berith. 
which means "Lord of the Covenant," and as such he 
is referred to in Judges 8:33--"And it came to pass, 
as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of 
Israel turned again . . . and made Baal-berith their 
god." It is now recognised that the 25th day of 
December, although called " Christmas-day," is not the 
true day of the birth of our Lord Jesus. The begin- 
ning of October is more nearly correct for his birth 
as a man, and April for his birth as a new creature. 



Blit the 25th day of December was origii~ally observed 
by heathen couiltries far and wide, in honour of the 
supposed birth of their false Messiah (Wilkinson's 
Egyptians, Vol. iv, p. 405) ; and it was in order to 
conciliate them, and to swell the number of the nom- 
inal adherents of Christianity (so called), that the 
same festive-day was adopted by the Apostate Church, 
giving it only the name of Christ. The Christmas-tree, 
so common at this day, was equally common in Pagan 
Rome and Pagan Egypt. Thjs is the reason why 
" Babylon the Great " adopted it, for there is no com- 
mand in the Scriptures requiring the followers of 
Christ to observe the day of his birth by Christmas- 
tree celebrations. Briefly-the putting of the "Yule 
log" into the Are on Christmas eve, and the appear- 
ance next morning of the Christmas-tree laden with 
gifts, represented the consuming of the great god who, 
like the log, had been cut in pieces, and his after-birth 
in newness of life as the "Branch of God," or the 
Tree that brings gifts to men. The Egyptians used 
the palm for their Christmas-tree, but the people of 
Pagan Rome used the fir, because the fir-tree covertly 
symbolised the risen god as the Baal-berith of old 
Babylon ; for Baal-berith-" Lord of the Covenant," 
differs only one letter from Baal-bereth-" Lord of the 
Fir-tree.'' 

The Cod Saturn, and Bull Worship. 
The mystical symbol of Osiris was the young Apis 

bull or calf, Apis being another name for Saturn, the 
hidden one. The Apis bull was also known as Hap,  
which in the Egyptian language means "to conceal." 
In the Chaldean language Hap means " to cover " 
(Guide to the Egyptinn Collection in the British Museum, 
p. 131). We now see why the Jewish nation made 



and worshipped the image of a calf soon after leaving 
I3gypt under Moses, claiming that this was tlie god 
who had delivered them out of bondage, meaning, of 
course, that Osiris whom the calf represented was the 
god. A figure of the Apis bull in a covering resem- 
bling the spatted skin of the leopwd, is illustrated by 
Col. Hamilton Smith (Biblical Cyclopaedia, Vol. is p. 
368). Attention has already been drawn to the 
significance of the leopard's skin, which identifies 
Osiris with Nimrod, the "subduer of the leopard." 
Isis was represented by a cow, called the cow of 
Atlor, which is well-known to be a spotted cow 
(Wilkinson, Vol. iv, p. 387, and Vol. vi, Plate 36). 

The bull was the express symbol of Nimrod, being 
the hieroglyphic which showed him as  the " mighty 
one " and "lord of the chase." In Assyria the word 
for " bull " signifies also a " ruler " or " prince ;" and l t  
was for this reason that the mighty kingsof Babylonia 
and Absyria, who succeeded and imitated Nimrod the 
first king. were represented by great human-headed 
bulls. These bulls, also, have wide-expanding wings, 
to show that not only was the king cimself a mighty 
one, but that he had "mighty ones under his com- 
mand. Nimrod and his followers are the mighty ones 
or " giants " who are spoken of In Mythology as having 
"rebelled agtfnst heaven." The Hebray word for 

mighty one in Gen. lo:? is " Gheber (this same 
word is translated " giant in Job 16:14). A synonym 
for Gheber is "Abir "; but " Aber," pr~n~unc,? nearly 
the same as ,,4bir, is the word for wmng. Thus, 
" Baal-abirin means Lord,, of the mighty ones." 
while " Baal-aberin" means lord of the wings," or 
"wiaged one." (The word abir occurs in Judges 
5:2e,-" the pransings of their mighty ones ;" while aber 
is found in Isa. 40:31,--"They shall mount up with 



rings as eagles.") There is allusion to the ' I  wings*' 
of an  Assyrian king in Isa. 8:6-8. 

As the horn is the ancient symbol of power, these 
Assyrian bulls, though human-headed, nevertheless 
show horns curving round their headgear. The reason 
why the horn is used as a symbol of kingly authority 
and power appears, from certain sculptures discovered 
by Layard when excavating Babylon, to be directly 
owing to Nimrod's prowess as a great hunter. In a 
woodcut in his Nineveh and Babylon, page 605, Layard 
sllows the Assyrian Hercules (that is, "Nimrod the 
Giant " as he is called in the Septuagint version of 
Genesisj without weapons attacking a bull. Having 
conquered the bull, he sets its horns on his head as a 
trophy of victory, an  evidence of his great power in  
being able to overcome so strong an  animal. Thus 
crowned he  is now represented a s  encountering a lion, 
the king of beasts. This accounts for the ancient cus- 
tom among Eastern nations of kings and chiefs wear- 
ing horns on their heads as evidence of their power 
arid authority (Smith's Bible Dictionary, Art. " Horn "). 

The Satyr8 and the Cod Pan. 
In the Armenian version of the Chronicle of Eusebius, 

Ninus stands first in the list of Assyrian kings. This 
agrees with the Scriptural notice of Nimrod, who is 
said to have been the flrst to become mighty, and to 
have had the first kingdom. According to Pherecydes, 
Kronos or Saturn w?: "the flrst before all others that 
ever wore a crown (Tertullian, De Corona Militis, 
cap. 7, Vol. ii, p. 85). Here is therefore an  additional 
proof that Kronos or Saturn was Nimrod. It explains 
why the Greek Bacchus was represented as  wearing 
horns, and why he was frequently adaressed by the 
epithet of " Bull-horned" (Orphic Hymns : Hymn 11, To 



Trictcrjcus, Greek, p. 117). Apollo, whoin we have 
seen is likewise identified with Nimrod, is addressed in 
the Orphrc Hymns, a s  the "Two-horned god" (Hymn 
to APoUo). The companions of Bacchus were callef 
Satyrs, and are said to have "danced along with him 
(Elian Hist. ,  p. 22). The Satyrs were horned gods ; 
and knowing the identity of Bacchus, it is easy to 
see that his companions the Satyrs were really the 
"mighty ones over whom Nimrod was lord. It is 
generally agreed that the god Pan was the head of the 
Satyrs. Now, Satyr is just another,!orm of the word 
Satur or Saturn-"the Hidden one. Pan  was there- 
fore the flrst of the Satyrs or hidden ones. When 
Nimrod or Osiris was put to a violent death as the 
result of the judicial condemnation of the 72 leading 
men, it produced great terror among his followers who 
immediately hid themselves, hence the derivation of 
the word pan-ic,-extreme or  sudden fright. Refer- 
ring to the effect which the slaying of Osiris by Typho 
(Seth or Shem) had upon his followers, Plutarch says : 
**The first who knew the accident that had befallen 
their king, were the Pans or Satyrs who lived about 
Chemmis ; and they, immediately acquainting the 
people of the news, gave the flrst occasion to the 
name of Panic Terrors '' (dc Zsid. S. 13). 

Devll Worshlp. 
It is  from tlie name K r o n ~  that the English word 

" Crown " is derived ; and the familiar spiked crown 
which adorns the heads of European monarchs still 
conveys the idea of the horns of the ancient 
Eastern kings. Plutarcli says that "the Romans 
looked upon I<ronos as a subterranean and infernal 
god" (Vol. ii, p. 266). In Ausonius, also, we read 
that * '  Saturn 1s not among tho celestial, bat the 



infernal gods " (Ec1o.q. i, p. 156). Pluto, also, is called 
the " g9d of hell "; and this name has the same sig- . 
niflcarice as Saturn, meaning " the Hidden one "; for 
Pluto is derived from Lut "to hide," which with the 
Egyptian definite article prenxed becomes " P'Lut." 
Both Wilkinson (Vol. iv, p. 63), and Bunsen (Vol. i. 
PO. 431, 432) show that Osiris in Egypt was the "king 
of hades," or Pluto. Hades, as we all know, is the 
"hidden state." Actually, however, Pluto or  Saturn 
was none other than the incarnation of the Devil, who 
hid himself under the disguise of the serpent when he 
caused the fall of man in  the garden of Eden, and who 
has hidden himself from the world ever since under 
his refuge of lies. It is curious that the popular 
representation of the Devil, with the horns, hoofs and 
tail, is exactly the appearance of the black Nimrod 
when he is depicted in the scnlpture encountering 
the lion ; for in that hieroglyph he wears not only the 
two horns of the bull over which he had previously 
gained victory, but its hind legs and tail a s  well 1 
#'Auld Hornie " is the popular name by which the Devil 
was known in Scotland in the older days. The Satyrs. 
also, were half animals, having the hind legs and tail 
of the goat in addition to the horns. The connection 
of the goat-like Satyrs with the Devil is borne out by 
the Hebrew word sa'yr. This Hebrew word is trans- 
lated as he-goat in 2 Chron. 2923,-"They brought 
forth the he-goat [sa'yr] for the sin-offering "; a s  devils 
in Lev. 17:7,-" And they shall no more offer their 
sacriAces unto devils [sa'yr] ; and as satyrs in Isa. 
13:2l-"Babylon . . . shall be as when God over- 
threw Sodom an$ Gomorrah . . . and satyrs [sa'yr] 
shall dance there. 

The system of the " Mysterjes" demanded that all 
its ritual, etc., should be kcpt carefully secret. Every- 



thing in connection wit11 them was symbolical and had 
a hidden ~ueaning, and the initiates were not allowed 
on pain of death to divulge their real nature. Herod- 
otus, who was initiated in the Mysteries of Egypt, 
makes this apparent when he refers to the goat-like 
appearance of the god Pan. He says : " It is not that 
they [the initiates] believe h8 [Pan] really had that 
form; they think him like the other gods ; but the 
reason [of his goat-like appearance] being connecte! 
with religion, I am not at liberly to explain it 
(Birch's Wilkinson, Jol. iii, p. 1%). The "hidden 
thlngs of darkness, however, are now being made 
manifest in this enlightening day (the beginning of the 
Millennium), and we know that the mystic reason for 
the goat part of the Satyrs is connected with their 
panic and their sudden flight to hide themselves on 
hearing of the violend death oi their chief; for "Berkha," 
the word for " fugitive," signifies also " he goat." One 
of the epithets of the god Pan, the head of the Satyrs, 
was Capricornus, which means " goat-horned." 

Origin of Sun and Fire Worship. 
The Chaldean name for Nimrod, the son of Semir- 

amis, was Zero-ashta, from zero "the seed," and 
ashta th!, woman." But the word Ashta also means 
"the A!:, so that Zero-ashta, "the seed of the 
woman, became Zeroastes or Zoroaster, the well- 
known name of the head of the fire-worshippers. In 
general history the Zoroaster of Bactria is most 
frequently referred to ; but the voice of antiquity is 
clear and distinct to the effect that the Arst and great 
Zoroaster was an Assyrian or Chaldean, and that he 
was the founder of the idolatrous system of Babylon, 
and therefore Nimrod (Suidas, tom. i, p. 1133). After 
his death the deified Nimrod was fabled to have been 



"born from the Are "--Zero-ashia, the "seed of thr  
firen--and as such he was revered as the great sun- 
god Baal. Theophilus of Antioch informs us that 
Kronos, which as we have seen was one of the titles 
of the deified Nimrod, was in the East worshipped 
under the names of Be1 and Bal (Clericus, De Philo- 
sophia Orientali, lib. i, sect. ii, cap. 37). 

Nimrod was the first Babylonian king, and there- 
fore the title hlolech is primarily applied to him, for 
" Molech " means " king." We thus perceive why the 
Scriptures indicate Molech (or Moloch) to be the ter- 
rible god of fire, the earthly representative of Baal the 
sun-god. In Jeremiah 32:35, we read: "And they 
built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley 
of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their 
daughters to pass through the Are to Molech ; which I 
commanded them not, neither came it into my mind, 
that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah 
to sin." It was claimed that the act of passing through 
the Are was for the purpose of purifying, and this 
probably reconciled the parents who sacrificed their 
children to IvIolech. They were under the delusion 
that the Are that consumed the little ones also perfected 
them, and made them meet for the future life. The 
god Tammuz, who is identified with Nimrod, and for 
whom the women of Israel lamented annually (Ezek. 
8:14), is really connected with Are-worship and with 
the thought of purification therefrom, for the name - 
Tammuz is derived from tam, "to perfect," and mug, 
"to burnM--t.o make perfect by burning. This, no 
doubt, is the origin of the imaginary place called 
Purgatory, the Are of which is supposed by Papacy to 
be necessary to perfect men's scruls, and to purge away 
the sins the carry with them into the unseen world 1 
The error, orcourse, naturally arose t h r o u ~ h  errdulou~ 



belief in  Satan's lie at the beginning, namely, that 
there is no real death, but that the soul is independent 
and immortal, and continues to live in the spirit 
world after the death of the body. Those who believe 
the truth of God are shielded from so great an  error, 
and know that the dead shall remain in  their graves 
till the glorious resurrection morning. How deceived 
the poor world has been I 

In Jeremiah 19:5,6, we read : "They have built also 
the high place of Baal, to burn their sons with Are for 
burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, 
nor spalie it, neither came it into my mind. There- 
fore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that this 
place shall no more be called ' Tophet,' nor 'The 
valley of the son of Hinnom.' but 'The valley of 
slaughter.' " The name " Tophet " given to the valley 
of I-Iinnom, or Gehenna a s  it is called in the New 
Testament,, is  derive! from toph, which in Isa. 30:32 is 
translated " tabrets, r.e., drums. By the noise of 
tabrets or drums the priests of Baal sought to drown 
the cries of the chiidren who were being offered in 
sacrifice to the terrible Molech. Because of this 
abomination tho Lord cursed the valley of Hinnom, 
and in recognition of that curse Jesus spoke of the 
vslley a s  figuratively representing the symbolical 
"lake of fire and brimstone," the second death, into 
which Satan and all who follow him shall be cast 
at  the end of the Millennia1 reign of Christ. 

This retribution upon Satan, the author of the 
cruel worship of Molech, seems to be foretold in Isa. 
30:27-33 under cover of the Assyrian king Nimrod, 
whom we have seen was the direct representative of 
tlie Devil. The passage reads : " Behold, the name of 
the Lord cometh from far, burning with his anger, and 
the burden thereof is heavy : his lips are full of indig- 



nation, and his tongue as a devouring fire . . . For 
through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian be 
beaten down, which smote with a rod . . . for Tophet 
[the valley of Hinnom or Gehenna] is ordained of old ; 
yea for the king it is prepared; he hath made it 
deep and large: the pile thereof is Are and much 
wood; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brim- 
stone, doth kindle it." 

Just as  the valley of Gehenna, which runs along the 
south side of Jerusalem, is used in the Scriptures as a 
symbol of the second death from which there will not 
be a resurrection, so the valley of Jehoshaphat or 
Kcdron, which runs along the east side of the city, is 
u e d  as a symbol of the first or Adamic death, from 
which a resurrection is assured because of the ransom- 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The Jews, and also the 
Mohammedans, greatly desire to be buried in this 
valley, for they believe that the resurrection and Anal 
judgment will take place here (see Joel 3:1, 2, 1'~-14). 
The valleyl,of Jehoshaphat is probably the " valley of 
dry bones referred to by Ezekiel (chapter 37). 

The story of the trial of the prophets of Baal by 
Elijah ( I  Kings 18:17-40) indicates how firmly estab- 
lished the worship of Baal was at  that time in Israel. 
Eltjah came boldly forward and cried: How lonlg 
halt ye between two opinions? If Jehovah is God, 
follow him; but if Baal, then follow him." The test 
proposed by Elijah as to who was the true God, 
Jehovah, or Baal, was to be a n  answer by Are ; and the - 
people agreed that this would be a proper test because 
Baal was the sun or Are-god, and what could be more 
reasonable than to expect an answer by Are fromhim? 
The test vindicated the name of Jehovah, and the 450 
priests of Baal were slain. Elijah's fearless action in 
thus ridding the land of Baal-worshippers was one of 
L,, , , 
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incalculable blessing to the people. The worship of 
Baal was an  even more horrible religion than is im- 
plied by presenting children as burnt-offerings to him ; 
for just a s  it was required in the Mosaic law that the 
priests should eat of part of the animals offered in 
sacrifice by the people (see Num. 18:9, lo) ,  so the 
priests of Baal ate part of the human sacrifices offered 
to their flre-god Molech ! This shows the true deriva- 
tion of the name given in the English tongue to 
devourers of ,puman flesh, for the Chaldean word for 
"the priests is cahna, so that Cahna-Bal, that is, 
" Priest of Baal," became cannibal. It is common 
1tnowlc.dge that the priests of the sun-worshippers of 
ancient Mexico were cannibals. 

How rejoiced the poor groaning creation will be 
when Christ, the true "Sun of Righteousness." shall 
arise with healing in his wings (Mal. 4:2 ) .  What a 
contrast to that cruel "sun" of all unrighteousness, 
which arose with death in his wings I Malachi's allu- 
sion to the " wings" of the sun is evidently derived 
from the well-known symbol of the sun-god in Egypt 
and Assyria. Above the doors of the ancient temples 
and tombs in these countries, there is usually to be 
seen a representation of the sun-god, in the form of 
a round disc with wide-spread wings. 

Along with the sun as the great flre-god, the serpent 
was connected. Owen says : "In  the Mythology of 
the primitive worl!, the serpent is universally the 
symbol of the sun (Owen, apud Davies's Druids, in 
note, p. 437). In Egypt the commonest sign for  the 
sun, or sun-god, is a disc with a serpent around it 
(Bunsen, Hieroglyphics, Vo1. i, p. 497). The original 
reason for the connection of the serpent with the sun 
appears to have been that, a s  the physical world 
receives its light from the  clin, so the serpent was he]< 



to have been the great enliglltener of the spiritual 
world, by giving mankind the knowiedge of good and 
evil. This, of course, like all idolatry, is an absolute 

.perversion of the truth ;. but it serves to identify the 
sun-god with Sata?; In Rev. 12:3, Satan is called a 
" great red dragon, or " Aery serpent" (see Diaglott, 
and compare with verse 9). Pausanius informs us 
that "!he dragon with the Greeks was only a large 
snake (lib. i i ,  Corinthiaca, cap. 28, p. 175). 

Semiramls worshlpped under warlous names. 
Just a s  Nimrod was regarded a s  the sun, and was 

given the title Baal, o r  "lord of heaven" (for the 
word Baal means lord), so Semiramis, when she was 
likewise " deified," received worship as  the Moon, 
the " Queen of heaven." Now, according to Athena- 
o r a s  and Lucian, Semiramis was worshipped as  
Astarte, the Syrian goddess (Legatio, Vol. ii, p. I79 ; 
I)e Ilea Syria, Vo1. iii, p. 382). This Syrian goddess 
was also known a s  Ishtar (Layard's Nitleveh and Baby-  
lon, p. 6-29) ; and it is from Ishtar that the word Easter 
is derived (see 1912 UTatch Tower, p. 144). Smith's Bible 
T~ictionary, under the article " Ashtoreth," says : 
" From the connection of this goddess with Baal or 
Re1 nle should naturally conclude that she would be 
to~ind in the Assyrian Pantheon, and jn fact the name 
Ishtar appears to be clearly identified in the list of 
the great gods of Assyria. There is  no reason to 
doubt that this .4ssyrian goddess is the Ashtoreth [or 
Ashtnroth] of the Old Testament and the Astarte of 
the Greeks and Romans . . . It is certain that the 
worship of Astarte became identifled with that of 
Venus (or Aphrodite)." 

J.ayr;rd stales that in the Syrian ierllpli! of Hierapoiis, 



Astarto " wa!, represented standing on a lion, crowned 
with towers (Nineveh and i ts  Remains, Vol. ii, p. 156). 
The name Astarte itself means "the woman that made 
towers," being composed of two words : " Asht-tart." 
Asht is the word for woman ; and it is generally agreed 
that the last syllable "tart"  comes from the Hebrew 
verb " Tr," which means both "to g o  round," and "to 
be round." From this is derived the Greek word 
" turit," and its English equivalent " turret," a round 
tower. Asht-turit, therefore, which is the same as 
" Ashtoreth " of the H~brew,  is literally " the woman 
that made the tower or encompassing wall. Ovid 
mentions that Semiramis was currently believed to 
have "surrounded Babylon with a wall of brick '' 
(Ovid, Opera, Vol. iii ; Fasti, iv, 219-2!1). But there is 
no need to give all the credit of building the battle- 
ments of Babylon to Semiramis ; the reasoil why she 
gained the honour of fortifying the city was because 
she in the long run became foremost in the esteem of 
the ancient idolators, and thus had attributed to her 
every virtue and characteristic that properly belonged, 
or was imagined to have belonged, to her son Ninus. 
She was also worshipped as Rhea or Cybele, the 
" Mother of the gods " (Paschal, Chronicle, Vol. i, p. 65). 
and as such is always represented as wearing a mural 
or turreted crown on her head. In this respect the 
Ephesian Diana exactly resembled Rhea, for Diana 
was likewise a tower-bearing goddess. Now, the 
Ephesian Diana is expressly iclentifled with Semi- 
ramis ; for Semiramis is the same as the goddess 
Artemis, and it is well known that Artemis was Diana 
(Layard, Nineveh and its Renzains, V01. ii, p. 480, note). 
The Roman Diana was a huntress bearing a quiver 
of arrows. Jn this character she was the complon~ent 
of Nimrod the " mighty hunter." 



The universal adoration of the deified " Semiramis 
under various tlames and titles by the east err^ nations, is 
prominently drawn to our attention in Acts 19:23-41. 
" Great is Diana of the Ephesians" the multitude 
shouted, " whom all Asia and the world worshippeth." 
It is a remarkable fact that this great goddess is even 
now worshipped in our very midst in the person of the 
Papal " Queen of heaven," the so-called Virgin Mary, 
whose image is set up everywhere I A favourite image 
of the Romish Virgin Mary shows her standing on a 
large sphere, which is coloured blue, and spangled 
with stars. On her head rests a heavy gold crown. 
The globe is intended to symbolise the blue vault of 
heaven, while the croulned woman herself, apparently, 
represents the moon as the Queen of heaven, that is, 
Astarte or Ashtoreth. Ry her side she holds the child 
who is also crowned, and who stands on a smaller 
star-spangled blue globe. In this connection he 
evidently represents the sun, the king or lord of heaven, 
that is, Baal (remember that the word Baal means 
Lord). ,!nother familiar figure of the Papal "Mother 
of god shows her standing on clouds (sometimes a 
sphere), one foot treading on a serpent's head, and 
with the crescent of the moon at her feet. The cres. 
cent of the moon is  the well-known sign of Astarte or 
Ashtoreth, the horns of the moon's crescent covertly 
suggesting her power a s  Queen of heaven. Papacy 
maintains that it was not the seed of the woman, but 
the woman herself, who was to bruise the head of the 
serpent. Regardless of the laws of grammar the 
Apostate church renders God's condemnation of the 
serpent : She shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise her heel." In this the goddess of "Babylon the 
Great" is only fashioned after her type in ancient 
Babylon, for though it was originally claimed that 



Nimrod had crushed the head of the serpent, his 
mother was latterly given the glory of having done 
this great deed (Diociorus, Babliotheca, lib. ii,, p. 70; 
Smith's Classical Dictionary, p. 320). Although in the 
first instance Semiramis derived her exalted position 
from the Divine character attributed to the child in her 
arms, she ultimately practically eclipsed her son. So 
also in " Babylon the Grsat" it is the Madonna who 
receives all the adoration, and to whom petitions are 
generally addressed. What a satire, to think that the 
poor world has been so blinded by Satan, that it has 
been deceived into worshipping a woman who is non- 
existent l Well did the Lord forbid his people to make 
and bow d:wn to images, "which see not, nor hear, 
nor know (Dan. 5:23; Psa. 115:4-8). It would be 
difficult to understand how so great a delusion could 
have become universal, were it not that we are aware 
that Satan is the " god of this world," and that along 
with him are legions of demons, who have sought to 
impersonate the dead in various ways, bolstering up 
Satan's lie that there is no death (Gen. 3:4 ) .  In Psa. 
:06:37 we are told t b ~ t  the Jews, in serving Baal or 
Molech, had really sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters unto devils "--demons ; and in Psa. 96:5 we 
read : "For all the gods of the nations are demons " 
(Septuagint version). The Apostle Paul, in 1 Cor. 
10:20, says: "But I say, that the things which the 
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils "-demons. 

Orlgln of Star Worship. 
The worship of the stars by the idolatrous nations 

was as prevalent as the worship of the Sun and Moon. 
Mythology identifies Nimrod and Semiramis with cer- 
tain constellations. From Persian records we are 
expressly assured that Nimrod, after his death, was 



" deified " by the name of Orion, the mighty hunter, 
and " placed among the stars " (Paschal Chronicle, tom. 
i, p. 61). 'The constellation Virgo is  admitted by the 
most learned astronomers to have been dedicated to 
Ceres, who as  we have seen was identical with the 
Egyptian Isis, and was therefore the same a s  Semir- 
amis the Babylonian goddess (Dr. John Hill, in his 
Urania; and Mr. A. Jamieson, in his Celestial Atlas 
(see Landseer's Sabean Researches, p. 201). All the signs 
of the Zodiac, and the oth.er constellations and stars 
were associated \vith various gods, and incidents in 
connection with them, by the Chaldean astrologers 
The Lord s~ec ia l ly  commanded the Israelitrs to on no 
accollnt worship images, the siin or moon, or the stars, 
because of the degrading influence jt would have upor) 
them, ever1 as  it liarl upon the heatllrn ~lal ions .  1 1 1  
Duet. 4:15-19, we read : " Take ye therefore good heed 
unto yourselves, . . . lest ye corrupt yourselves, and 
make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, 
the likeness of male or female, the likeness of any 
beast that is on  the earth, the likeness of any winged 
fowl that flieth in the air,  the likeness of any  fish that 
is in the waters beneath the earth ; and lest thou lift 
u p  thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the 
sun ,  and the nloon, and the stars, even all the host of 
heaven, shouldst he driven to worship then], and serve 
them." Yet the Jewish people frequently disregal.detl 
the Lord's command. In 2 Icings, chapters 22 and 23, 
we read how king Josiah, after having henrd the words 
of the newly discovered book of ;,he law of Moses, 
cleared the land of this idolatry: He put down the 
idolatrous priests . . . them also that burned incense 
unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the 
twelve signs or constellations [ f . e . ,  the Zodiac, the 
invention of the Chaldeans], and to all t l ~ e  host of 



heaven " (2  Kings t3:5, margin). Tl11s identincation 
of their gods and goddesses with the stars by the 
Babylonbns is  a cwnterfeit of the true " deified 
mortals," Jesus Christ and the glorified Church ; for we 
read in 1 Cor. 15:4l, 4'SUThere is one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory 
of the stars : for one star differeth from another star 
in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead." 

Origln of the Fish-Cod Dagon. 
The Lord's warning to his people not to make an 

inlage of anythillg ill the likeness of a fish, would 
imply that such was possible. Professor Layard in 
his excavations at  Nir~eveh discovered sculptured 
figures of a fish-god, which he identified with Dagon, 
the flsh-god of the Philistines, who borrowed it from 
tlle Babylonians (A'ineveh and Babylon, pp. 343, 350). 
In 1 Sam. 5:l-5, we read that the Philistines placed 
the captured arlc of God in the house of their god 
Dagon. The next morning they found Dagon fallen 
upon of his face to the earth before the ark of the 
Lord. They set Dagon up in his place again; but : 
"when they arose early on the morrow morning, 
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground 
before the ark of the Lord ; and the head of Dagon 
and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon the 
threshold ; only the fishy part of Dagon was left to him. 
Therefore neither the priest of Dagon, nor any that 
come into Dagon's house, tread ,pn the threshold of 
1)agon in Ashdod unto this day (see margin). In 
passing we draw attention to Zeph. 19--" In the same 
day also will I punish all those that leap over the thres- 
hold " (R.v.) . The Philistines leaped over the threshold 
on which their god Dagon had lost his head and hands ; 
asd  it appear6 from Zephaniah that mom@ among tho 



Jews who had forsaheu t l ~ e  Lord were worsliipping 
Dagon, and were leaping over the thresllolcl in def- 
ference to him! Berosus, describing this Ash-god, says 
that "its body was that of a Ash, but under the head 
of the Ash was that of a man, and to itb tail were 
joilled a woman's feet (Cory's frag., p. 30). Fmm 
Layard's sculptures we notice that the Agure had also 
hands. Now, what could have suggested such a 
peculiar combination of man and Ash ? And what 
Could have induced the Babylonians to set up so 
strange an  object in a temple to worship as a god ? 
When we remember that an image is a hieroglyphic, 
that every feature of it is intended to convey to the 
beholder some message, or suggest some attribute 
concerning the god whom the image represents, we 
can perceive that this fish-god described a man who 
had been in  some respects like a fish. It appears that 
not only were Nimrod and Semiramis raised to the 
status of god and goddess in the Mysteries, but that as 
Father (Kronos) and Mother (Rhea) of the gods, they 
were the forerunners of numerous other "deified 
mortals." 

The fish-god Dagon could not have represented 
anyone more perfectly than Ham (or possibly Noah), 
for did not this man live through the waters of the 
flood which destroyed all " in whose nostrils was the 
breath of life"? In this respect, then, he was like a 
Ash, because we do not read that Ash were destroyed 
in the deluge (Gen. 7 : 21, 22). Without doubt this is 
the origin d that mythical creature called the mer- 
maid and the merman. 

The great apostate church of the Gospel Age, true 
to its Babylonish origin, has actually adopted this 
Ash-got1 in its ritual ; for the pope on certain occnsions 
mallifests by his head-pear that he is the direct rc- 



Presentative of Dagon. As it was an indispensable 
rule in all idolatrous religions that the high priest 
should wear the insignia of the god he worshipped, so 
the sculptures discovered by Layard show that the 
priests of Dagon were arrayed i n  clothing resembling 
a Ash. This is probably the lL strange apparel " refer- 
r.ed to in Zeph. 1 : 8. Berosus tells us  that i n  the image 
of Dagon the head of the man appeared under the 
head of the Ash, while Layard W n t s  out that in the 
case of the priests the head of the Ash formed a 
mitre above that d the man, while its scaly, fan-like 
tail fell as a cloak behind, leaving the human limbs 
and feet exposed " (Babylon and Nineveh,, p. 343). We 
have evidence that a t  a later period the Pagan priests 
dispensed with the body of the Ash, and used the head 
alone like a cap (Bryant, Vol. v, p. 384). The gaping 
jaws of the Ash's head, surmounting the head of the 
man, is the exact appearance of the twckhorned mitre 
of the pope, or of a Papal bishop at this day1 Mr. A. 
Trimen, a distinguished London architect and a u t h r ,  
found that on a certain occasion every year the 
Chinese Emperor, as Pontifex Maximus of his nation, 
wears a mitre which is the very counterpart ori the 
Papal mitre (Hager, on Chinese HieroglyPhics, B. 
xxxv, in the British Museum). 
Thus we see the far-reaching influence of that 

idolatrous system set u p  in  ancient Babylon. That 
"Mystery of Iniquity has indeed cleceived all the 
world so that, a s  the Scriptures truly say, the nations 
have been made drunken or mad. But the foll~wers 
of God and Christ are not deceived; they are not 
ignorant 04 Satan's devices, for "he that is spiritual 
dbcerneth all things, yet he himself i s  discerned of no 
man." The "Mystery of Godliness cannot be pene- 
trated except by Ulose who are initiated through the 



anointing of the Holy Spirit. " Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither h,ave entered into the heart of [the 
natural] man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto 
us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God." Let us be thankful 
if we dwell in the "secret place of the Most High." 
It is  given to very few to be allowed to know God and 
Jesus Christ lvhom He sent. We recall the words of 
Jesus, related in Matthew 11 : 25,, 2 P 1  I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast 
hid bhese things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto- babes. Even so, F.a.ther : for so i t  
seemed. good in thy sight." Can we be certain that 

. we are of those who are initiated in the mysteries of 
God ? Yes ; for the Apostle John says : " We know 
that we have passed from death unto life,. because 
we love the brethren." "Beloved, let us love one 
another: for love is of God ; and every 0:: that 
loveth is  begotten of God, and knoweth God. 

And now, if any desire further information regard- 
ing the " Mystery " of God's glorious Plan of the Ages, 
a.nd its great counterfeit the "Mystery of Iniquity," we 
refer you to the volumes d Studies in the Scriptures, 
issued by the " Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society " 
(Address : 34 Craven Terrace, Lancaster Gate, London. 
w.; or 13 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, N.Y.,. U.S.A.); and 
also to the Rev. .41ex. IIislop's work entitled : The 
T w o  Babylons. 
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Mythology and the Bible (Part One) 

By Morton Edgm (Glasgow) 

I T MAY be asked: What possible connection 
in there between Mythology and the Biblet 

The Bible is "the Word of Truth"; but is not 
myth an untruth? 
Notice, however, that many of the anaieat 

mythiaal tales have a substratum of historical 
fmt. Much in them that appears fabulous and 
nonsensical on the surfaoe, proves on careful 
investigation to have a hidden meaning. 

That the ancient nations of Baby' Egypt, 
Greece, and others, were highly civilized ir 
demonstrated by the remains of their wonder- 
ful architecture, the style of which cannot be 
improved upon even by the advanced nationa 
of our day. Such cultured people must have 
had some reason, satisfactory to themselves, to 
induce them to worship their mythical gode. 
The Bible throws light upon this question; 
and a knowledge of Mythology aids us to under- 
stand a number of very obscure tests of the 
Scriptures. 

- 7  - 
Smiptural Recogitwn of Haathen Gods 

In giving the law to the Israelites, the Lord 
commanded them on no account to worship the 
gods of the other nations. But we read of many 
instances where they deliberately disregarded 
this injunction, and were in consequence pnn- 
ished until they returned to Him, the only tme 
God. Jeremiah records a case in point (44: Lb- 
19,25) : "As for the word that thou hast spoken 
unto us in the name of the Lord, we will not 
hearken nnto thee, but we will certainly do 
whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own 
mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heav- 
en, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, 
as w-e have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, 
and our princes, in the cities of Jodah, and in 
the streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty 
of 'victuals, and were well, and saw no evil. 
But ajnce we left off to burn incense to the 
queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offer- 
ings unto her, we have wanted all things, and 
have been consumed by the sword and by the 
famine. And when we burned inoense to the 
queen ohheaven," etc. See alsa Jeremiah 7: 17, 
19: "Sew thou not what the7 do in the dtler 
of Jndah and in the etreeta of Jerusaleml The 
ahildren gather wood, and the fathers kindle 
the are, and the wclrnen kneed their dough, to 

make cakes to the queen of heaven, and they 
pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that 
they may provoke me to anger." 

Who man this "queen of heaven" in whom 
the erring Jews had such implicit confidenoel 

In Judges 2 : 11-13 is recorded another falling 
away of the Israelites: "And they forsook tho 
Lord God of their fathers, which brought them - 
out of the land of Egypt, and followed oClw 
gods, of the gods of the people that wen 
round about them, and bowed themselves unto 
them, and provoked the Lord nnto anger. A d  
they forsook the Lord, and served Baal a d  
Ashtaroth." 

Who was Baalt Who was Ashtaroth? 
As all are aware, the Bible contain6 many 

references to Baal; yet it does not disclooe tha 
identity of this god, nor explain why the faith- 
less Jews and other peoples so ctonsistenq 
rendered him obeisance. It is here that we sn 
aided by Mythology, the study of which reveal  
the fact that the god Baal and the goddou 
d e d  the queen of heaven were universally war? 
shiped nnder~various names and titles. Whilo 
this is recognized by students of Mythology, 
it is not so*generally realized that these sanu 
deities are even now worshiped in our v q  
midst by the adherents of that great idolatrow 
system which the Scriptures name '%abylon 
the Great" l 

The Two Babylons 
History proves that Papacy's adoration of 

images, dead saints and relics, its holy candla, 
holy water, etc., and all its vain ritual, are bor- 
rowed from heathen sources. Papacy's exouao, 
as voiced by Cardinal Newman, is that although 
it is admitted that such things are "the very 
instruments and appendages of demon-worship", 
they were, however, "sanctioned by adoption in- 
to the church". (Newman's Development, pp. 
359,360) But it is now clearly apparent that tho 
Roman Church has not been justified in adopt  
ing heathen customs and practices. For  this vsl.lp 
reason, Papacy is denominated "Babylon tho 
Qrear'; the Babylon of old was full of thev 
abominations, and therefore well typified tho 
fallen church of the gospel age. 

Babylon was the first nation or  kingdom 
after the deluge, and by i t  idolatroms w o a  
was inauguratad. _ _ __- 
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Comparing Jeremiah 5 l :  6-8 with Reveletion 
lT:4, 6; 14: 8, wo m o t h  that almost th. earn. 
mresaions  an u s d  In J a r e d &  h n t  
Babylon is said to have been, a goldan a p  in 
the Lord's hand, by which all aatioar worn 
made drunken-drunken with the wine d falea 
religion. In Revelation "Babylon the Gnat" 
is called the 'Wothar of Harlok", the p a r d  
rystem, which made all nations drink gf her 
golden cup of abominations, tho wino of fdm 
dootrine. As typical Babylon fell, ao shall 
rdtitypical "Babylon the Great" fall, never to 
rim. 

That Babylon mas the first nation after &a 
flood is shown by Genesis IQ: 8-12. Thie refer- 
enoe also furnishes a clue to the origin of the 
worship of false gods; and by comparing with 
certain statements in mythologiaal hietories we 
get a further clue to the identity of these deities. 
We read: "And Cush begat Ximrod: he began 
to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a 
mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it 
is said, 'Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter 
before the Lord'. And the beginning of his king- 
d m  was Babylon, and Erech, and Accad, and 
Calneh, in the land of Shinar. Out of that land 
he went forth into Assyria and builded Nine- 
reh," etc. (See marginal reading) 

Nimrod the Mighty Hunter and his Z n f l w a e  

Why should the Bible make special mention 
of Nimrod? Because he n-as the first to beqpme 
mighty; and even to this day the countries of 
Babylonia and Assyria are filled with the name 
of Nimrod. When Moses mote  Genesis, al- 
though Simrod had long since passed away, 
his name had become a proverb, so that it was 
a popular saying : "Even as Nimrod the mighty 
hunter before the Lord". His might lap in the 
fact. of his being a hunter; for we must refleot 
on 'the conditions which would obtain in the 
earth in his day. Only four human pairs were 
preser~ececl from the waters of the deluge; hut 
many kinds of animals came forth from the 
ark; and as these aninlals multiplied one csn 
see how the terror of the more ferocious among 
them wo~{lcl lay hold upon all men. He, there- 
fore, who broi~ght destruction to the tiger, the 
leopard, tlie lion, the python, was regarded as 
iihe great be'nefacctor, the man above all others 
to be honored by his fellows and commemorated 
by posterity. 

Tha uaiversal popdarity of an iqdividud 
mu& b a force for good or for evil to tho 
oommd*. Although the Scriptures do not = allude to the nature of the i d u e n a  

by Nimrod, we may safely infer from 
the ohsraoter of his parentage, and from other 
dn,orrmtanoos, that it wag evil. That his grand- 
f a h r ,  Ham, had r depraved disposition is 
groved in Genesir 9: 18-26 ; while in the same 
oonneotbn Shem wan g h n  a apecia1 blessing 
h u m  of hir purity. (Verae 36) Thaa w e  
gather ,&at v e q  shortly after ih deluge the 
hmnm ram wer divided into two oampr: one 
for tha Lord and righteoasnemo, amailg whom 
Shem took the 1eadln.g part; the other for un- 
righteonmess, with Ham aa the prinoipal apor- 
tab. Of the lattblr branoh of the rsm,Nimrod 
waa descended. 

It is improbable, therefore, that the declars 
tian that Nimrod was a "mighty hunter before 

Lord" signiflee that he in any way sought 
thur to honor the Lord. I n  suoh a oonnection 
the phrase "before the Lord" rather implies a 
balittling of the Lord's power to protect His 
own Perceiving the menaced oondition of the 
raoo, Nimrod, trusting to his own prowess, 
came forward aa tho bold savior of the world, 
and becoming a mighty one in the earth attract- 
ed men's attention away from the Lord. The 
natural result of the admiration of a man of 
Nimrod's character mnst necessarily have been 
to destroy reverence for God, and thus lead to 
the adoration and worship of the oreatnre in- 
stead of the Creator. That the world did fall 
into infidelity shortly after the flood is proved 
from the Arst part of the eleventh chapter of 
Genesis. The great Jewish historian Josephw 
says in coltfirmation: "The multitude were v e q  
ready to follow the determination of Nimrod, 
and to esteem it a piece of cowardias to submit 
to God".-Antiquities 1 : 4 :2. 

We cannot suppose, however, that the saintly 
few mould permit this evil without exerting 
some effort to stay the downward courae; for 
the Lord's people in all ages from the time of 
righteous Abel have protested against sin. If 
the tradition of the Jews be true that Shem 
was Melchizedek (and the claim seems reaeon- 
able and quite in acoord with SOzlpture anal- 
ogy),  then, MI "priest of the most high God" 
he mnst have been a very IEercules in the 
Lord's cause, and a oo~lstant check to the evilly 
'ddisposed. .----. 
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Thm far we may rwrsonabl7 infer from the 
Mef reference8 to ~ m f O d  $van & the 
tuna To gda farther inima&n about d 
mighty hnntar wo require to study the pypr 
of Yynlolog7. 

H b u  and 8- 
In Osnesir 13: 11, already quoted, we rud 

that h o d  built the city of Wfnodt. ThL 
little iQm of Bible hi.6 ennbbs as to iden- 
l b d  with the king Yhm of olssaiod d b  
inp. The name Nfneveh Iiterdy means "Th. 
habitstion o f .  NlnM". The historian Apolla 
dams expressly states that "Nina8 is NimmF. 
(ApoUodori, tragm 68 in Ynlbr, Vol. I, p 
440) In the ancient reoords of Jnatin and 
Diodorns Siculns, Ninns is credited with similar 
kingly powers as are attributed to Nimrod 
the Bcriptures. (JTlrrtin, H i d .  Ron. Baript., Vol. 
11, p. 615 ; Diodonu, BibEbthew, lib. II, p US) 
Ninns was the son, ss wall as the husband, of. 
Semiramis. According to Eusebiua these 
reigned as king and queen in the time of A b r c  
ham; but the great ohronologist Clinton, sad 
the celebrated excavator and linguist Layard, 
both assign an earlier date to the reign of 
Wins  and Semiramis. 

In  one of the famous sculptures of ancient 
Babylon, Ninus and Semiramis are representad 
as actively engaged in the pursuits of the chase, 
the "quiver-bearing Semiramie" being a ilt 
cornpaninn for the "mi~hty hunter before the 
Lord".-1)iodnrns lib. 11, p. 69. 

Semirarnis mas a Iwantiful, but very depraved 
woman; and it is to her that much of the ex- 
travagant and licentious character of the hea- 
then religions has l ~ e n  ascribed. In hie work 
I ) t f ~ r ) l o ,  in the fifth Canto, Dante picture6 
Semirainis as one of the damned in hell (not 
purgatory) ; and he also merltions Ninns in the 
same connection. Although Dante'a "vision$' 
nere a figment of his imagination, yet his con- 
signing S~n~i rnmis  to eternal pnniehing shown 
the 1wd esteem in which she waa held. We here 
qunte the passage where reference is made tn 
Semiramis and Xinus, as tranelated by Carlyle: 

"Sow be$n the doleful notes to reach me; now un 
I come where much lamenting atrfka me. I came fnb 
t l i i ~  place\void'~of all light, whiah bell- like ths m 
in tempeste.crhen it is combated by miming dnb. The 
hellis11 storn~. which never re&, leads the spirib with 
its sweep: whirling, and umitfng it rares them. Whon 
they arrive before the ruin, them the &A&, thb 

~ .ndtbskmanta t ionr ;dmetheyMuphamrtL  
Dirlnr power. I h t  that to wch to-t w 

the and rinny who mbjd noon to kl. 
M a r f h d r ~ b e a r ~ l o n g t h e r t a r ~ ~ r t t L . o a ( .  
eeaaon, in % d arowded typo; m that bhd,  a 
d e p h k  fthu, thither, down, ap, it lcYdr 
k o h a p r o r r ~ r t ~ t h e m , ~ t d r s r ~ b n t ~ ~  
d p a h  And u the amma go eh.nting their tl+ 
n u k i q a l a u g A r e a k d t h d v e e i n t h e r i r ; r f  
mw the P u k e  comq utteting -, -0 by ChL 
M e  of winds. Whereat I raid: Wader, who am h 
pooyle, whom the black air thm ladies?' 

The drat U thas oonouning whom thou & 
to know,' he *lied, 'WM h p r s r  of many t o m  
Wf* the rim of luxury shr war m broken th& & 
made I d  and hw .Like in hrr decrg to taka 
the bkme h e  had inourred. 8he u 8 e m i r a  1 
wham we read that ehe m d e d  Ninun, and w u  hb ' 

She held the land whiah the Soldan rPlr 
K Y A h r  il ihe who dew h- in hve, and ~ n b  
faith with the slhea of Sicbur Next comas l& 
Cleopstrr' ' 

Thr " M y t s r k "  of thr HwUcn RsZigioM . 
The Chaldean "Mysteries" can be traced baok 

to the days of Semiramis. It appears that h u  
husband's apostacy was quite open, and oon- 
dated mainly in leading men into sensualitx, 
teaching them that they might enjoy the "plena- 
ures of sin" without fear of retribution from a 
holy God. In his hunting expeditions he w u  
accompanied by troops of women; and by mu& 
games and revelries, and everything that plearrer 
the natural heart, he insinuated himself into 
the favor of the world. It was after the death 
of Ninus, or Nimrod, that the secret "Xyatar- 
ies" were set up by Semiramis and her follow- 
era. 

Nimrod's death is not noticed in the S c r i p  
tures, but there was an ancient tradition that 
his end was violent. Strange though it may 
seem, numerous lines of evidence (which wa 
shall inve~tigate as we proceed) prove that it 
was this Ferp death of Nimrod that onstititad 
the foundational theme of the J fy s t e r i~s .  (See 
Rev. Alexander Hislop's masterly work entitled: 
The Two Babylons, first published in 1851) 
Salverte informs us that all who sought initla- 
tion into these systenls were compelled to drink 
peculiar intoxicating beverages. Tl.is is un- 
doubtedly the origin of Jerenuah's allusion to 
the golden cup which made all nations drunkan1 
for every nation received it8 idolatrous relidos 
from Babylon. 

In all essentials the "Mysteries" of the differ- 
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- ent nations were the same, each being fashioned in India ae Isi and Iswara And even in Thibet, 

sfter the pattern of the "Mother" nation Baby- China, and Japan, missionaries wore mtoniahod 
Ion Regarding this Layard says: "Of the great to h d  the exaot coanterpart of the M a d o m  
antiquity of this primitive worship there is and her child as devoutly raverenoed ar in 
abundant evidence, and that i t  originated among Papal Rome itself 1 
the inhabitants of the Assyrian plains, we have 
the united testimony of sacred and profane Tha Egyptian Bod O8i& wad Nhrod  

.- history. It obtained the epithet of perfect, and In Egypt the Mother was worshiped as Isb, 
was believed to be the most ancient religious and _the Son as Osiris, though more often 

! - - system, having preceded that of the Egyptians. as Horus. Regarding Osiris, Bunsen show8 
!Che identity of many of the Assyrian doctrines that he was represented as a t  once the son and 
with those of Egypt is alluded to by Porphyry husband of his mother, and actually bore aa 
bnd Clemsns." Birch, also, says: "The Zodiacal one of his titles of honor the name "Husband 
Bigns . . . show unequivocally that the Greeks of the Mother". (Bunsen, Vol. I, pp. 438, 439) 
derived their notions and arrangements of the This serves to identify Osiris with Ninus, who . 

Zodiac [antl consequently their Mythology, married his own mother. There are many 
which was intertwined with it] from the Chal- strong proofs that Osiris was Nimrod, or Nin- 
deans. The iclrntity of Nimrod with the con- us. In  sonle of his forms Osiris was presented 
stellation Orion is not to be rejected."--Layard, clothed in a leoylrd's skin; and as it is a princi- 
Nineceh and i ts  Remains, Vol. II, pp. 439, 440. ple in every religion that the high priest wears 

We see, therefore, that ancient Babylon was the insi,&a of the god whom he serves, the 
a fitting type of that wonderful "Mystery of Egyptian high priest wore a leopard's skin when. 
Iniquity'' of the gospel age, called "Babylon officiating on all important occasions. This 

' the Great". Just  as that great system had its article of apparel was intended tocommemorate 
small beginning in the days of the apostles, some outstanding event in connection with the 

- bing alluded to by Paul in 2 Thessalonians god Osiris; for d the strange clothing and ' 

2: 7-"The mystery of iniquity doth already head-gear of the heathen gods and priests were 
worY-and afterwards attained so great di- s i p s  or symbols intended to convey some mean- 
mensions that it has deceived the whole world, ing to those who were educated to mderstand 
so the typical mystery in literal Babylon also them-that is, to the "initiated". We who are 
began in a small way, then grew and extended, initiated into the mysteries of God's gloriow' 
and latterly hecame so universal that all nations plan of the 8gP9 (Bfark 4: I), have understand- 
were made "mad", i.e., void of judgment. Only ing of the syllibolisms of the garments of the 
those who worship the true God have tlie spirit Jezvislh high priests. 
of a sound mind.-2 Timothy 1 : 7. The name Ximrod means literally "The sub- 

duer of the leopard", being derived from nimr, 
"Yother and Son" Worship "a leopard," and rad, "to subdue". In these 

While in "Babylon the GreatJ' the principal ancient days much significance was a t taahd 
subjects of devotion are the Madonna and her to names, as students of the Bible are aware. 
child (said to be the virgin Mary and Jesus), Nimrod's name, therefore, implied that his famo 
eo in typ ic~ l  Babylon the popular worship was as a hunter rested mainly on the fact that ha 
extended to a goddess mother and her son, who had discovered the art of training the leopard 
had their origin in Semiramis and her son to aid him in hunting the other wild beask  
Ninus> ,(The Hebrew word for "son" is n k )  A particular kind of leopard, named the oheeteh, 
Remembering the religious influence whiah is used for hunting in India even a t  thia w. 
proceeded from Babylon, we have here the When we find that Osiris and his priests sn 
explanation of the universal adoration of the represented arrayed in leopards' skins, we ma7 
'%other gnd Sort"' In Greece they were wor- be sure that deep meaning was attached to tbfr 
shiped a$ Ches, the great mother, m-ith the oostume; we believe that it was intended to 
babe at hem breast; or as Irene the goddess of oonvey to the initistee the understanding that 
Peace, with tbe boy Plutus in her arms; in their god Osiris was In reality Nimrod, the 
Pagan Rome as Fortuna and Jupiter-puer, or wnowned "Leopard-tamer". It ie well known 
Jupiter the boy;in Asia as Cybele and DeSinsj that Nimrod, or Ninus, on becoming mighty, 
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extended hie 8ominioq d o a ~ u h g  PI&, h 
addition to other ooudsh.  

Plutarah says there was a kadition among 
tho Egyptians that "Oeirin was blaok'' (De Zsia, 
at Os., Vol. 11, p. 359) As the Blgyptians were 
dark people themselves, the blackness of Osiria 
muat have been more than ordinary to have 
d e d  for speoial comment. In  his book of 
Plates, Belzoni shows a colored drawing of the 
recognized figure of Osiris, which he copied 
from the life-size paintings on the walls in o m  
of the tombs of the kings at Thebes. (Plate V) 
The face and the hands of this figure are jet 
black. Wilkinson, also, in his sixth volume, 
shows a figure of Osiris which has the features 
of the negro; and i t  is significant that this 
negro-figre of Osiris is clothed in a leopard's 
skin. Professor C. Piazzi Smyth draws atten- 
tion to the unmistakable nemo' features of the 

theme of 6he whole idolatry of Egypt. If Osiria 
was Nimrod, as we have seen reason to believe, 
that violent death of Osiris which the Egyptians 
sa pathetioally deplored in their annual festi- 
vals, wae just the death of Nimrod. 

The amount of the death of Osirie ae given in 
the agyptian Book of the Dead (a copy of WE& 
is frequently found entombed with mummies) 
ir aa followe: While Osiria was abeent on a 
certain oocaeion; his enemy, who wse named 
Sem, entered into a conspiracy with seven ty- t .  
of the leading men of Egypt to put Oairis to 
death. The plot succeeded. Osirie was daiq 
and hie body wee torn k t o  fourteen pieces which 
were scattered throughout the country. Ilis 
greatly lamented her husband's death, and 
searched about for pieces of hie body. Wherever 
she discovered a piece, she buried it and erected 
a shrine over it. 

great Sphinx near the ppramids of Gizeh, which The Pat+CQIoh 9hm, hk inlewnu 
idol is pronounced by Egyptologists to be a in the Wwld 
representation of Horns, the son of Osiris and milkinsan (vol. V, p. 17) that aem was 
Isie. Horus, however, is only another form of ,,, the names of the primitive  ti^^ 
Osiri,. This. then, is further identification of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ,  who is said to have, by the pomer of 
OshiS vith Nim~od; for ximrod mas black, God, fought and overcome the giants who had 
being the son of C ~ s h ,  whose name signifies rebelled against heaven. In plain langoage, this, 
'%lacP'. Ham, also, was black; he is the father mythical tale simply means that the Hercules 
of all the black races. Sem or Shem (see Luke 3: 36), the great op- 

The Ethiopians were very black, and this ponent of idolatry, was enabled by the pomer 
people were clescendants of Cnsh. Eusebius and spirit of God to sa convince the tribunal of 
says: "Chns was he from whom came the Ethi- seventy-two supreme Judges of Egypt of the 
opians". (Chronicon, Val. TI, P. 109) Jose~hus enormity of the offence of Osiris, or Nimrod, as  
says the same. In the oridnal of Jeremiah to persuade them to condemn and put that 
13 : 23, the word "Ethiopian" reads "Cnshite" "mighty anen or giant to death, and to send parts 
-"Can the Cushite change his skin, or the leop- of his dismembered body to the various cities 
ard his spotsl" (See also Genesis 2 : 13, mar- as a solemn declaration in their nanle, that "who- 
dnal reading) I n  vfaw of what me have ob- soever follows the example of Nimrod (Osirie)' 
served, there is signfflcance in this Scriptural shall meet ~ t h  a like penaltf'. In follodng this 
interrogation, where both the (black) skin of course Shem was acting according to a recog- 
the Cushite, and the spotted of the leopard, nised judicial custom, instances of which are 
are connectedly alluded to. found in the Scriptures. See Judges 19: 29; and 

1 Samuel 11 : 7. 
NirnroBa Demfh the P o u n d n t t d  Thene of Aftenvarcls, the upholders of the idolatrous 

-*.+ Heathm ReEig(onc religions system of Egypt stigmatised the lead- 
There are many more proofa of the identifi- er of the "conspiracy" as Typho, or the %Evil 

cation of the Egyptian god Odris with the Ba- One". One of the most noted names by which 
bylollinn Simrod, but those we have mentioned Typho was called, mas Seth. (Epiphanius, Adv. 
\\ill suffice\for par present purpose, namely,' to Hoeres, lib. 111) The names Seth and Shem are 
gain information as to the'manner of Nimrod's synonymous, both alike afgnifying "the appoint- 
death; for fhe account of Ehe death of Os i r i~  is ed one". \ 

)\-ell lanomn. Osirta met with a violent death, This persuasive power of Shem, by which he 
mid that violent death of Osiris was the central caused the great Nimrod to be put to death, waa 
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symboEsed by the tusks of a wild boar. We 
read in Jfythology that the god Adonis perish- 
ed by the tnslrs of a wild boar. Sow Adonis is 
identical with the god Tamnmz, and Tammuz 
with Osiris. (IGtto's Illustrated Coat~neatary, 
Vol. IV, p. 141; \Tilliinson7s Egyptiuns, Vol. V, 
p 3) I n  Egypt, the pig \\-as the sj~nhol of e d ;  
and as the horn is the ancient symbol of power, 
being so recognized in the Scriptures, the tusks 

- in the rnoutli of the male pig sigiifies that it was 
by the "power of-his mouth" that the evil one, 
Seth, caused Adonis (Osiris) to be put to death. 
&'memory of this deed, the peoples of many 
countries have caused countless boars to lose 
theirheads in sacrzce to the outraged god. 
This explains why the boar's or pig's head is 
even a t  this day a recognised dish at the Christ- 
mas dinrier in Br i t a i~ ,  though the reason for the 
custom has long been forgotten. In  India, a 
demon with a "boar's face" is said to have gain- 
ed such power through his derotiows, that he 
oppressed the "devoteesJJ or \\-orsliipers of the 
gods, who had to hide themselves. (Moor's 
Pantheon, p. 19) Even in Japan there seems to 
be a sirnilar myth. 

- 'Thus the righteous Shem, blessed by Jehovah, 
has been stigmatised and misrepresented in all 
the heathen religions of the 11-orld; while the 
idolatrous Nimrod, who led men away from the 
true God, and who was justly condemned to 
death because of his evil deeds, has been exalted 
to the status of a god himself. This turning of 
things upside-down, however, shall not stand; 
for Jehovah shall now soon vindicate Himself 
on behalf of His righteous servants. 

We are reminded here of what the Egyptian 
historian Manetho wrote regarding the builders 
of the Great Pyramid : "There'came up from the 
East, in a strange manner, nleri of ignohle race, 
who had the confidence to invade our country, 
and easily suldued it by their power without 
a battle. All this invading nation was styled 
Hjksd-that is, Shepherd Kings." He adds 
that thisheople afterwards departed for Judea 
and built there a city named Jerusalem. The 
head of these Shepherd Rings has been recog- 
nised as the patriarch Shem, and Shem as 
Jfelchizedek, kipg of Salem. (Hebrews 7 : 1, 2) 
I t  is certainly qnite in keeping with the exalted 
methods of this "king of peace" that he subdued 
the Egyptians uithout a battle, persuading 
them only by the spirit or power of God to close 
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their idolatrous temples and do his bidding. . + 3 
(See Edgar's Great Pyratnid Passages, Vol. I, 
pars. 4 6 )  I t  shows how m-onderfd was the 
godly influence which this venerable king and . 

"priest nf the most high God" exercised in the 
early s t a g ~ s  of the "present evil world". He was 
indeed a fit type of Christ in the-Jiillennial age, 
whom God swwe .would be a "priest forever I 

after the order of IKelchizedeP'. (Psalm 110: 4) 
In  face of such great power for righteousness, 
one can see how the iniquity iristigated by Satan, - i 
the "god of this 1s-orld," \vould require to be 
very warily conducted. Hence the term "mys- 
tery" or "secret" of'iniquity. 

The Fa1.w "Seed of the l~oman" 

When the ~nighty Nimrod was violently put 
to death in the nliclst of his career, great indeed 
must have been the lamentation among his fol- 
lowers. Senfiramis would, naturally, experience 
the greatest grief and loss. She had shared with 
him his kingdo~n and glory, but now all this 
honor had sudtlerily coIne to an end. Semiramis, 
however, was a \vornan of unbounded ambition; 
and she by no means intended to quietly step 
aside n-ithout a bid for fame on her own account. 
That she succeeded in making a name for her- 
self is,fully attested by the pages of a6cient 
history. A most daring suggestion was ad- 
vanced, which she seized upon and resolutely 
carried out-namely, that she should claim that 
her dead son was none other than the promised 
'ieed of the woman" who had been destined to 
bruise the serpent's head, and who in doing so 
was to have his own heel bruised! Formerly her 
son had been honored as the mighty hunter and 
benefactor of the world; but though he was now 
dead she M-ould declare that he had risen and 
been deified, and thus have him worshiped as 
a god ! 

We say that this bold scheme was suggested 
to Semiramis; for who could have instigated 
such an imposition except the "father of lies") 
That "old serpent7', Satan, caused the fall of 
mankind through his lying suggestion to Eve 
(Genesis 3: 1-6), and he now attempted to 
frustrate Jehovah's glorious plan of redemption 
by introducing his false Messiah, a lying 
counterfeit of the true. In consequence of this 
the whole world has been led astray, and few 
indeed have had the privilege of bowing Ctod 
and Jesus Christ whom He sent. Only those 
who have been iaitirrted into the nlystery d God 
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mems of the enlightening action of the holy 

rpirit, have been able to discern the true Mes- 
dab. (Matthew 16 : 13-17) We are rejoiced to 
know that the time is not now far distant when 
the deceived world will have its eyes opened 
m d  recognize its true Redeemer, and when 
the people will shout: "Lo, THIS is our God : we . 
have waited for him, and He will save us".- 
Laiah 25 : 9. 

~ l O U 8  Satax1 has taken advantage of the rcli,' 
dement in man, ar?d by his blindi~ig lies has 
directed the \\-orld's xvorship to hi~:iaelf, bccorn- 
k g  in vci-y rleerl the "god of this worltl". ( 2  Cor- 
inthians 4 : 4) He had said in his Iienrt : "I sliall 
be like the Most Hi;rIi": and he songl~t to fu110~ 
out this desire in e~-ery possihle way. But he 
rhall be "cut clown to tlie ground" in the Lord's 
due time (Isaiah 14 : 12-17) ; and Jesus Christ, 
who did not seek to bc equal wit11 God, bnt 1:iade 
Himself of no reputation arid a a s  ohedient unto 
death, shall be highly exalted and give11 a name 
which is abore every ilnme, that at the xianle of 
Jesw every knee shall 1;ow i11 adorrition and 
worship. (Philippians 3 : 6-11, Dirrglott) "Exa 
him that is Ion.. and abase 11iin that is high," is 
the principle on which God \~oiks. 

The patriarchs, a??tl the anciei~t \\-orlll in gen- 
eral, 'were acquainted with the story of the 
temptation in Eden ; and they h e m  that the seed 
of the woman \vna ultimately to destroy the 
tempter. Because of this, and because of the 
b a t e  wickedness of the hearts of men (Jere- 
miah 17: 9) ,  Satall \\-as able to foist his counter- 
feit "seed of the \\-oinrin" upon tlie \\-orld. We 
h t c .  that this is so: for there is liar(lly a people 
on earth whose n~ytliological religio~i does not 
oontain reference to the "seetl" I)ruieing the head 
of the serpent. Referring to this pl~nse of the 
religions of the heathen couiitries, \\-ilkinson 
(Vol. IV, p. 395) says : "The evil genius of tlie 
adversaries of the Eqyptian god IIorus [Osiris 
in another form] is frequently figured under the 
form of a snake, whose head he is setln piercing 
d th  a spear. The same fable occurs in the 
religid s f  India, x\ here the nialig~aiit serpent 
Calyia is slain by Vishnu, in liis avatar [iricnr- 
nation] of Criehna. The Scandii~avian deity 
Tkor U-as said to have bruised the head of tlie 
p a t  aernerlt .with his mace. The origin of this 
may be rea$il\>raced to the Bible." The Greeks, 
dm, repredented tlieir god Spollo as ria? i i~g  the 
serpent Pytho; arid Ilumnboltlt shons that the 
Mexirans bad the same belief concerni~lg their 

god Teotl; "The serpent amehed by tho great ."- 
spirit Teotl, when he taker the form of the sub- 

% : 
altern deities, io the geninr of a d - a  real - -  
Kakodtemon". (Mexican Researahes, VoL I, 1. 
p. 228) When examination is made of them 
various mythm, it ir found that in almost every s, 

case the serpent-destroying god dies aa the 2 
result of the injnribr received in the aombat, 
thus showing that the pagans knew that it waa . .I; 
by dying that the promiaed Seed wrs to destroy; i: 
the adversary. - %: 

I n  the above quotation irom Wllkimon, it will . - 
be noticed that he nttributer to the Bible the . 
knowledge which the pegans had of destroying 
the serpent aa the.ino8rnation of evil; but he no 
doubt means that this knowledge may be traced 
to the accot~nt of the temptation in Eden, which 
afterwards appeared in the Bible. The Bible cur 
we have it, of course, did not begin to b written 
till after the Exodus of the Israelites from 
Egypt, 1615 B. C. Long before this date (the 
Exodus was 857 years after the flood) the false 
religiorls of Babylonia, Egypt, and the other 
countries were fully set up, originating, as we 
have said, with Semiramis and her followexS 
In the midst of all this idolatry, however, the 
Lord always had his faithful few-Noah, Shem, 
Abraham, and others being specially mentioned. 
I t  m-as because the worship of the false Mes- 
siah was in full operation in Egypt and in the s 

other countries, that Jehovah repeatedly warned 
his people, the Jewish nation, against following 
them. Bowing down to "sticka and stones" waa 
in reality the worship of the dead. These i m a m  
enslaved the minds of those who served them, 
giving a seeming actuality to beinga who did 
not exist; for the "gods" whom they represented 
were in their graves, and are still waiting for 
the resurrection in the Millennial reign of 
Christ. 

The "Imags of JsaloYsy" 
We have already mentioned the faat that the 

popular subjects of worship in every nation 
have been the 'Wother and Son", images of . 
whom were everywhere aet up. Even the Jewish 
nation was for a time guilty of worshiping the 
Babylonian goddess with the false seed in her 
arms ; for one of her images i8 evidently refer- 
red to by Ezekiel (8: 3) when he says: "And 
the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the 
heaven, and brought me in visions of God to 
Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that 
looketh toward the north; where was the seat 
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:' of the image of jealmsy, which proroketh to 

jealousy". This image of the %other and Soii", 
erected as the result of the jealousy of Satan 
against the coming true seed of the woman, 

, provoked Gm1 to jenlonsy heeause it laisdirected 
: the devotion of His p~ople, to whom He said: 

- "Thou shalt hare no other gods hefore me. Thou 
t shalt ncrt make un'to thee aaliv graven image. . . 

Thou shalt not how down thyself to them nor 
- serve them; for I the Lord thy God am a jedaus 
: God." (Emtlus 20: 3-5) In Egypt the ' 'If~ther 
- and Son" ww-ere worshiped Isis and Osiris, 

;=-liose very nanles sifinify "the woman" and 
- "the seed"; for Isis is the Greek for111 of lil'isica, 

-the womnri; and Osiris is read on the Egypt- 
ian luonunr-i~its He-sin' -the seed. 

, i -  . . "Dcij%atbn" of Nimrod - 
The mythical story in Egypt of the deification 

. of Simrod by Semiramis is to the effect that 
Isis, wvho,mas a great enchantress and liad much 
knowledge of "magical ceremonies", instructed 
IIorus and a number of his "followers" to per- 
form a series of operations in connection with 
the burial of his father, which had tl~u mirac- 

- dous  result of raising Osirii from the dead, 
and of establishing him as king in Amenti; that 
is, the ''Hidden Place," or the other world. 
(15'oti.rflt Sallier Pnptjr~ts in- the British Jluse- 
nin) Altllough Horns was the son of Osiris, 
he mas merely another form of Osiris himself, 
being a nem- inearllation of that yd. 

Thus, by followi11,n Satan's lie, that the dead 
are not dead, Semirtlnlis and lier clelutletl fol- 
Ion-.ers caused others to beliere t1:at Nimrocl 
was not now dead, I ~ u t  that he had heen resur- 
rected, and had heconle a gocl and ~houlcl hc 
rererenced a5 ~uch. Rut it is eviclerlt that if this 
advanced forni of idolatry was to become es- 
tablished, i t  \\-as i~lrlispensahle that it shoul(l 
h . inauyra t~ . t l  in scbcrc-t. arid be operated with 
extreme cantiou; for tllo terror of execntion, 
lately inflicted on oue so ~iiighty as Xiinrod, wag 
too re8V.to lw ijinor~d. This, then, u-as the be- 
ginning of that inicluitona system of 'Wystery" 
wiiicll has berl~ 50 far-r,eachi~~g i ~ r  its tlesolatin~ 
effc~cts, and which the 1,ord usrrl as a type of 
Urat still rent,er "cl+.sc blatir IS i~l)olnil~ntinll," the 
mystic "Ba "h yl6h tlie Great" of the gospel age.- 
See Rerelrition 17: 5. 

Tlie very nature of the . "J fy~ te r ie~ '  gave 
great facilities for imposing on the senses of 
tlose who were being "initiated". It is well 

knoum that magical arts were invented by tl# 
Chaldeans. Epiphanius, after considering tb, 
evidences open in his day, pronomced it as hlr 
opinion that it was "Nimrod that eatahlinhd 
the sciences of magic and astronomy". ( A h .  
Hoeres, lib. I, tom. I, Vol. I, p. 7 c) 811 tho fm 
tild resources of magic, therefore, were em- 
ployed by Semiramis and her intimate followen, 
to give color to the lying deceptions of tho- 
Mysteries of which s11e was the originator. But 
notwithstanding all the care alid precautions of 
the conductors of these ceremonies, enongh ha6 
lraked out to e~lable us to gain a clear insight 
into their charnc.tt.r. . 

Callrlidates fnr tlie initiation were made to 
pass through the orcl~al of the cotifessional, 
and were required to swear by binding oaths 
to iliail~tain the secrecp of the systein they were 
desirous of entering. After thus surrendering 
theinselves inlplicitly to the priests, they were 
anointed with "nlagical ointments" which intro- 
duced into their bodily systems such drugs as 
tended to escite their i~ilagirltttions and add to 
the power of the incliapcr~srible intoxicating 
drinks, that they niight be prepared for the 
visions and revelations: that were dmut to be 
made to them. Wilkinson, describing the ex- 
periences of those undergoing the process of 
initiation, says: "Strange and anlazing objects 
presented themse11-es. Sonletinies the place 
they mere in seemed to shake around them; 
solnetirn~s it npprr red h r i ~ h t  and resple?ldent 
with light ant1 mcliunt fire, and then again 
covereti nit11 black t l i~rk~~css.  sotnetiriie.: thunder 
and l iyht~~il~y, ' ,  son~~t i : i~~ : '  I'e~rt'tll noiscs and 
h~1lowi11g-s. sot\itfitilnrs tc~rleible wpp~ritions 
as to~~ishi~ig  t l r c 1  tl.c.r:~hli~rg spectators." ( E g y p t  
inus, Vol. V, p. :;;'ti) 'l'lieii a t  last the great 
hirltlen god was rc~vralecl to them in such a 
manlier as to allay their fears and to call forth 
their aclniiratio~i allcl blind affections. 

I t  \!-as easy for those who controlled the 
Jlpct'eriee, having tli5covered scientific secrets 
wvl~ich t h ~ y  jealonsly preserved in their OWTI 

escll~*i\-e krcpi~~g.  to yive the ignorant initiates 
I\ h;it 11 ~iph t wcni orular demonstration that 
Xi~nrocl 1\1io hat1 hc.r~l slain, a ~ i d  for whoni such 
la~nentatio~>s had been made, was again alive, 
and now cnco~iipassed with heavenly glory. 
Thus the whole system of the secret "Mysteries" 
of Babylon i~~troducetl by help of magic (sham 
lniracles), was intended to glorify a dead man; 
and when once tlie worship of one dead marl rvas 
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established, the worship of many more was sure The ivy, so conspicnons in all Bacchanalian 
to follow. oelebrations, was an express symbol of Nimrod. 

In this way, Nimrod became the "father of the The Greek word for ivy is ' ~ s s o s J ' ;  and Kissos 
gods", being said to be the of "deified was one of the titles of Bacchus. (Panssniaa, 
mortals". As such he was worshiped under the Attica, cap. 31, p. 78) Now, the name of the 
titles of G o n o s  and Saturn. Saturn waa thR desaendants of h s h  was pronounced in &WO@ . 
god of Uysteries, the name itself signifying "Kissioi". (Strabo, lib. XV, p. 691) The iv . 

"the Hidden One". H e  was reveded to the branch carried by the votaries of Bacchus, the* , 

initiated, but hidden to dl others. fore, signified to the initiated that Bacchus war 
the "branch of Cash"-that is, Nimrod, the son 

Identity of the Greek God Bacchw of h h .  This also accounts for o m  of the tifJes 
b o t h e r  of the names under which the deified of the Greek god Apollo-"Kissens Apollon". 

Nimrod received honor was Bacchus. In  Greece, I t  serves to identify Apollo with Nimrod (among 
Bacchus was symbolically represented by 8 other pronfa), meaning literally "The Cushite ' 
ppotted fawn, which animal was intended in the Apollo''. 
figurative language of the Mysteries to covertly ' From Anaoreon (p. 296) we learn that an- 
identify Bacchus with Ximrod. The name of the other of the titles of Bacchus was "Aithiopais", 
fawn in Greece was Tebros", meaning literally which means "the son of lEthiopsy'. We h a w  
"the spotted one"; while the name of Nimrod, as already pointed out that the Ethiopian8 were 
known to the Greeks, .was "Nebrod", and is so descendants of Cush, and therefore rEthiups 
translated in the Greek translation of the must have been Cnsh himself. (See the marginal 
Hebrew Scriptures-i. e., the Septuugint. I t  reading of Habakkuk 3 : 7) 
will be remembered that Nimrod gained much The literal meaning of the word Bacchus is 
of his success , as a hunter by training the "the lamented one", being derived from Bakhah 
leopard to assist him in the chase. The skin of "to weep9'or 'lament". Hesychius (p. 179) says 
the fawn was intended to suggest the spotted that among the Phenicians 9acchos  mean4 . 
leopard. The custom of wearing the skin of weeping". The Hebrew word used in the Bible 
a fawn appeared to have been imported from for weeping and lamenting is  Baua, or Bakah. 
Assyria clirect ; for some sculptures excavated (See Psalm 84: 6, where the word Baca appears 
in Nineveh show a god bearing a spotted fawn untranslated-"valley of Baca" should read 
in his arm, in such a way as to indicate that the '%alley of' weeping") On certain mystic Bao- 
animal is to be ,regarded as a symbol. (Vanx's chanalian festivals a spotted fawn was torn in 
Nineveh md Persepolis, chap. viii, p. 233) pieces, and great lamentations were mads. 
Leopards were employed to draw the car of Photins tells us the significance of this cere- 
Bacchus ; and he himself is represented clothed mony: "The tearing in pieces of the nebroi [or 
with a leopard's skin, as were also his priests, spotted fawns] was an imitation of the suffering 
althongh sometimes the skin of the fawn was in the case of Dionysus" or Bacchns. (Photins, 
substituted. Laxiom, pars. I, p. 291) Thus the great larnen- 

The Greek Bacchus and his priesthood, t h e m  tations which followed the violent death of 
fore, were in this respect similar to the Egypt- Nimrod (Nebrod), when his body was torn into 
ian Osiris and priesthood. Herodotns, the father fourteen pieces by the judges of Egypt, was 
of history, always speaks of Osiris aa being annually commemorated by the various natio& 
Bacc1:us (lib. 11, cap. 42), and so also does The backsliding women of Israel wept for 
Diodo,rus, who says: "Orphens introduced from the death of the false Messiah under the name 
Egqpt"the greatest part @f the mystical cere- of Tamrnnz, in memory of the wailing of Semi- 
monies, the orgies that celebrate the wanderings ramis for the death of Nimrod. Ezekiel 8: 1S,14, 
of Ceres. and the ~vhole fable of the shades reads: "Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt sse 
below. The rites of Osiris and Bacchus are the greater abominations that they do. Then he 
same; tllwe 4' Isis mid Ceres exactly resemble brought me to the gate of the Lord's house 
each other, esccpt in name." (Bibliotl~eca, lib.1, which was toward the north; and, behold, there 
b. 9) This is an acl(litiona1 proof that Bacchus sat women weeping for Tammaz." It is sig- 
nncl Sinirod are the Silnle; for we have seen that nificant that these wmen sat a t  the north gate, 
Osiris \\-as Simrocl. - --.... -- - the same place as the seat of the "image of 
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jea~ousy" mentioned $ verse 3. Tammuz is filled with the holy spirit; speaking to your- 
idenmed with Osiris, and is therefore the same selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
aa Bacchus.-Wilkinson's Egyptians, Vol V, singing and making melody in your heart to - 
b 3; c.siii, p. 10. the Lordn.(Ephesians 5 : 18, 19) T o  the worldly, 

, 'When Jesns,the true Messiah and Savior of the exhilarating and j o ~ f d  effect which the 
tlre world, wrrs being led to death, we read that bob spirit has upon those who newly come into 
the women "bewded 8nd lamented b I D .  Bat the Egbt of hd's tl'llth seems to be h respit 
Jesas rebuked e r n  and said: "Danghtera of of intemperate drinking, or due to insamt7- 
Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for your- Man9 of us haye had the experience of be* 
&ea, and for yo- 23 : 28. thus mbj~dged.  SO  SO were the members of 

The substitution of one symbol for another, the early church at  Pentecost misrepresented, 
some of the bystanders mockingly saying, m& as, for btsnoe, atio of the 'potted ,'These men are j?d of -e,S.(A& 2; 1-18) for that of the leo~ard, was M r l ~  mm- But care for this; for we boa #the mos  It was essential, however, that the substi- ,,atma] man not thiogs of tb. - btiog mbd have an and. spirit of God: for foolis~ness unto traceable connection with the original, that the him: neither can he them, hause theT - 

L- 

latm Thitiates" might recognize the 
bQ are spiritually disremeCl''.-l CorintJlialls 2 : 14 ghubgs of their religious beliefs. For reasons Not only was the anointing of the holy spirit . of which we speak, the counterfeited by the false religions, but nearly tian priests directly represented Osiris by the every ~ r t u e  and e*alted dfioe was ascribed to spmbol of the bd-EaV, the Apia boll; the false savior of the world that belongs to . and this calf is sometimes shown covered with 

Jesns \vithout ~ is the reason quite identie it 
why Satan, the ‘'& of fhis by counter- . Nimrod the great r~eo~ard-subduer"w feithg the truth as nearly as has had C ~ c l o ~ e d i O #  VoL % Pa 368) The 
so great hold upon the hearts of -find. The 

, le "divinitg"9 One of the apostle says: 15he w)lo]e lieth in the 
of the goddess Isis, is well known to have been one,s. we knoa, that the great Papd a spotted mw? named the Of Athor (wil- system, w-ell named Satan's mseterpiece, has Lin*ny Ivy p- 387; and Vol. 'late 36) been a wonderful counterfeit of the glorious Davies shows that the ancient Druids of Brit- Minennial reiLm of Christ; and now see why ain, who in common with all idolaters received 
their religious rites and notions from Bahy- i t  was denominated by our Lortl "Babylon the 

lonia, worshiped "a spotted cow". - Davies' Great"; for it was the antitype of that iitiqui- 

. Dntids, p. 121. tous system whirh originated ill Bahylon of old. 
Just  as Satan tried to l'rustrate Jehor-ah's plan 

The reason why Bacchus of salvation by for~stalling the Jtillcnnial reign 
be the god Of wine, and of Christ with his false Papal Jlillennium. dur- 
is the effect which the ing which the Popes have successirely reigned 

m~s te r iom beverages and ointments had upon as king of kings and lord of ] o ~ l ~ :  so he also 
his The uninitiated saw the sought to beclond the purpow of Gnrl 1,p fore- 
after effects, but did not the true stalling the advent of Jesus Christ, brillging 
i m ~ c r t  these Bacchanalian orgies, which in his false Messiah. I t  claimed t]lat the 
were claimed to be for "the purification of death of Osiris (that is, of Nimrod) n-:ls baeri- . sodsn-qf-us9 in Georgv Lib. I?Vol-II, p- l97- ficial, to for the benefit of tile orld. 

The "elevating" effect which the process of Thus we perceive that Satan's creation of a 
anointing, ete., had upon the initiates of the mythical "h[essiah", impudently foisted upon 
false religions, is manifestly a miserable mnn- the poor world centuries before the adverit of 
terfeit of the godly joy experienced by t h o p  Jesns Christ the true Messiah, was a couilterfeit - 
who, on beihg bointed with the holy spirit, by anticipation. [TO be rontinmd] 

gain an  nndu&tanding of the glOrio& kth - ~ ~ t e : . C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c i ~ I v z ~ ~ O m r  te ~ l ) h  
as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ. (1 CO- may be ~mCured in booklet form (at 53 centa or 2s. 9& nu . . 

rinthians' 2 :9-16) The Apostle says: "Be not dozen) bg applying direct to: ~ r .  Morton ~dgur ,  221 wd 
drunk ~ 5 t h  , mine, wherein is excess; but be Regent Stnot..alasgow, Scotland] 
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~Jthb~osy and thc Bibk (Pan nQ) 
ar - B d p r ( ~ b r p u )  

HE monnmmta OP ~ g ~ p t  tb.t the vm- T sbip of ddrL date. from th. earliest timy 
and tkat ho waa regmdad rs the "god-manowho 

- &OW, d i d ,  row rrgatr, and reim eternally 
in h~ven". He ass tho "king of eterni*, lord 
of th. everlestingnesrr, the prince of gods and 
msn, tha god of gods, king of ldngg lord of 
lords, prince of princes, the governor of the 
world, whose exirtencc is euerlastiqf. ( P a w  
nu of Ani, Plate I, in the Britiah hfnseum) 
Omria was the god who made men and women 

. to rise from the dead, and bestowed npon them 
everbating life. He was the resurrection itsell. 
--Grui.de to the Eg~lptian Collectiom in the Br i t  
ish Mwetrm, p. 139. 

We have already seen that, after the death 
arid mutilation of the body of Osiris, the man- 
god of Egypt, by Seth (Sem or Shem), Horns 
the son of Osiris, assisted by a number of beings 
who were called the "followers of Horns", per- 
formed a series of magical rites whereby the 
rejoining of the limbs of the god was effected, 
and he revived. The Egyptians argued: "Cer- 
lain ceremonies were performed by Horns on 
the body of Osiris, and he was mummified, and 
as a result he rose to everlasting life; we there- 
fore will have the same ceremonies performed 

- over olcr dead bodies, that we also may Iive 
again". This sccus to have been the reasoning 
which origi~lntecl the practice of mummification. 
The Ea-ptians firmly believed that if the body 
was not preserrecl after death, future life \\;as 
impossible. Consequently they endeavored 
above all else to insure that their mummies 
would hare perfect protection, epending large- 
sums of money on intricate tombs, etc., so that 
it may truthfnllp be said that this peopLe ex- 
pended more npon the dead than upon the liv- 
ing. It demonstrates how "void of judgment? 
they mere, and how deceived by Satan; for how 
could the preservation of their poor bodies 
secure for them a future Efel 
We are reminded of the Apostle Paul's ridi- 

cule of .some 11-110 were evidently a r g ~ i n g  like 
the Egyptians: "Thou fool, thou son-est not that 
body that shall he!" I t  is established that in the 
esrlier centmries the bod? was first clisrnem- 
bered before mmlmification, in inlitation of the 
dismembered body of their. god Osiri~. In con- 

trast, the Lord foretoki by His holy propha& 
that the desh of the world's true Redeemer 
wodd not ree cormption, nor wonld a bone of 
His body be .broken.-Exodus l2 : 43-46 ; P h  
34:20; John19:33-36;~c'ts2:31. - a 

It is important to notice that in their elaW 
rate religious system, the idea of repentwe  
never entered the minds of the EgyptTsm. With 
them the commiseion of sin war regarded aa 
merely a breach of the ritnal law of the corn- 
munity, and could be atoned for by certain p a p  
men t s, after which the law-breaker considered 
himseV free from aIl obligation, real or  mord 
In  the Coptic, which is t&e nearest to the anuient 
language of E m t ,  then is no word for "ra- 
pentance"; the translators were obliged te 
transfer the Greek word itself into the Coptic. 
version of the Xew Teatpment. As alt heathen 
religions are essentiaIIy the asme, this mani- 
fests a vital difference between them aid tbc 
true religion; for repcntame from due ir tho 
first step in the work of salvation, ar ddared 
by the Apostle Peter when he addressed tho 
assembled Israelites in the temple: '%pent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out'. (Acts 3 : 19) The Pnpd Church 
follows the lead of its ancient type in diaan- 
nulling the need for repentance from sins and 
atonement by the blood, by institnting "indd- 
gences" and the "sacrifice of the mass". 

l'rcle Log and Christmas Tree 
One of fie titles of the fake  Xessiah war 

Baal-berith, which means "Lord of the Cove- 
nant," and as such he is referred to in Jndgor 
8: %#And it came to pass, as soon as Gidesn 
was dead, that the chilclren.of Israel turn,d- 
again . . . and macle Baal-berith their god", 
I t  is now recognized tbat the 25th day of De- 
cember, although called "Christmas-day," ie not 
the true date of the birth of our Lord Jesus. 
The beginning of October is more nearly correot 
for his birth as a man, and April for his birth 
as a new creature. Rnt the 25th day of Decem- 
ber mas originally observed by heathen conn- 
tries far and ~ i d e ,  in honor of the supposed' 
birth of their false JLessiah (TYilkinsonJs Egyp- 
tians, Vol. We,-p. 403) and it was in order to 
conoiliate them and to mell the.number of the 
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nominal adhennt r  of Christianitp (so-called), 
'that the eamo festive-clay was adopted by the 

- L apostate church, giving it only the name of 
t. Chrin t. 

The Christmau-tree, so c o m o i i  a t  111. .. \.. j-, 
. WM equally common in Pagan Rome and Egypt. 

Q Thir is the reason why 'qabylon the Great" 
adopted i t ;  for  there ia no corrmirrnd in the 
Soriptiires reqniring the followers of Christ to 
observe the day of his birth by Chlistnias-day 
celebrations. Briefly-the putting of the 'Tnle 
-log" into the fire on Christmas eve? and tlie 
appearance next morning of the Christmas-tree 
laden with gifts, represented the cousurning of 
the great god who, like the log,hacl been cut ill 
pieces, and his after-birth in newness of life 
aa the "Branch of God", o r  the Tree that brings 
gifts to men. The Egyptians used the palm for 
their Christmas-tree; but the people of Pagan 
Rome used the fir, because the fir-tree covertly 

7" bolized the risen god as the Baal-berith of 
o d Babylon: for  Baal-berith, "Lord of the 
Covenant," differs only one letter from Baal- 
bereth, "l,ord of the Fir-tree". 

- l'lre God Saturn, and Btrll TVorship 
The mystical symbol of Osiris was the young 

'Ar.3 bull or  calf, r ipis being another name for  
Saturn, the hidden one. The a p i s  bull was also 
known a s  Hap, which in  the Egyptian language 
meansWto concealJy. I n  the Clinldenn language 
Hap means "to cover''. (Guide to the Eggptia~r  
Collection in  the British Jluseztm, p. 131) Fc 
now see why the Jewish nation made and \\-or- 
ahiped the image of a calf soon after leaving 
Egypt under Mos(:s, claiming that this \\-as the 
god who had delivered them out of bondage, 
meaning, of course, that Osiris. wliom the calf 
represented, was the god. 

The bull pas the espress synbol of Ximrod, 
beihg tlie liieroglyphic which slio\i-ed him as  
the "migi:ty one" nnd 'lord of tlie chase". I n  

I Assy ria tile worcl ro r.-l>ull"signifies also "ruler" 
o r  "prilrcc": a~icl it \;.as for this season that the - mighty kings of E:i!q-lonia rrrlcl -4ssyria. u.ho 
snccecclcd n ~ i d  iiiiitatc~l Simrod, the first king,  
were represent.ec1 1)s great hu~nan-llcfitled h~ills. 
These bulls also linvt2 ~viile-crpuriclin wil~gs, 
to show that not only %-as the kiiig liiniself a 

I 

mighty clie, but tliat I!e had might? ones under 
his co~itrol. Sinlroil alicl his fol low~rs a r e  the 
n~irrl:ty I > I : P S  or "gin~lts" who arc? spolien of in 

I 

my thology as having "rebelled against heaven". 
The Hebrew word for  "mighty oneJ' in Genesis 
10 : 8 is "gheher". (This same vo rd  in translated 
"giant' in J o b  16: 14) A synonym for glieber 
is "abir"; but "aber," pronounced nearly the 
same as abir, is the word for  "~1-ii1g". Thus, 
"Baal-abirinJy means 'lord of the mighty ones"; 
while "ad-aberinJ' means "lord of the wings", 
o r  "winged one". (The worcl trbir occurs in 
Juclges 5: 22-"the praneiligs of their mighty 
owes"; while nber i s  fount1 iri Isaiah 40: 31,- 
"They shall mount up  wit11 lcitrgs a s  eaglesJJ) 
There is allnsion to the "n-i~tc*" nf an .\ssyrian 
king in Isnial~ S: 6-3. 

,4s the honl is the ancic~rt >\-liibol of power, 
these Assyrian bulls, thougli limiian-headed, 
~ievertheless ,show horris cul.\-ed around their 
headgear. The reason why tlic 11or1i is used as 
a symbol of lringly authority and power appears, 
from certain sculptures discorered by Layard 
when excavating Babylon, to be clirectly owing 

- to  Nimrocl's prowess as a great Iidilter. I n  a 
woodcut in his Nineveh and B*!byloih, page GO& 
Layard shows the Assyrian Hercules (that is, 
"Nimrod the Gianf', a s  he is called in the Sep- 
tuagint, or  Greek version of Genesis) ~vithout 
weapons attacking a bull. Having coliriaered 
the bull, he sets i ts horns on h i s  heacl a s  a trophy 
of victory, an  evidence of his great paver in 
being able to overcome so stsong an ariini:ll. 
Thus crowned he is now represented as  en- 
countering a lion, the king of beasts. This ac- 
counts for the ancient custoill among Eastern 
nations of kings and chiefs wearing liorns on 
their heads a s  evidence of their power an11 
authority. - Smith's Bible Dictiojtnr!y, -1rt. 
"HornJ'. 

A variant of the great hunia~i-heaclecl ~ v i r ~ r ( . t l  
flgures found in 9ssyria  has the body of a lion, 
instead of the body of the hull. These are  ca!l- 
ed by Aseyriologists "clierubs"; because the four 
cherubs described by Ezekiel are, in a sense, in- 
corporated in each of these sculptures, i~ail~clv, 
the lion's body, tlie eagle's ~vings, the face of a 
man, and the bdl's or  calf's I~orns. (See Ez.~l;iel 
1 : 4-10, and cornpare I\-i tli Revelntion 4 : 6, 7)  
Students of the Bible know that these four 
cherubs or  'living creatures" arc s~-mholicnl o f 
the great Jehorah's four perfect attributes tit' 
justice, power, love, and \visclom. These is lit1 1 
donbt, in vjew of the records ~vhicli have I)cc-t~ 

. 

preserved, that the proud monarc-lis nt' t 1 1 ~  
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Assyrian and Babylonian plains cbl;tiilietl pos- pean nioiinrdis stiU conveya the idea of the , 
- session of dl the divine cliut&ctiorts.-Da~~iel horns of the  ancient Eastern kings. Plutarch 

A : :W. saps that "the Romans looked upon Kronos as 
The Satyrs uttb the God Pan n suhterra~i.errn and infernal god". (Vol. II, p. . . 

! ,lie a e n i a n  rerFioll of the CJlmAcle of 26G) In  , i l l ~ ~ l l i U S ,  also, We r~iA4.i that "Saturn 
~ ~ ~ ~ b f i ~ ,  s inus  stands first in the list of is 110t a1iio11g the celestial, hut the infernal goods". 
A,~s:.-riail Iii~tgs. This agrees with the .Scriptural ( Eclo!~. I, p. l3b) Pluto, also, is called the "god 
notice xinlrod, ,\.ho is said to have ken the d f1dI"; and this nsnle has tile saliie oig,rllifieauce , - 

-firs: to lkcoult! I1lightg to Ilave had the first 89 S"t~"1, ~~,rtuiing."the hidden 0IIe": for Pluto -- 
killglorn. -irror~iillg to P]iereeYhs, Gronos or  is derived f r o ~ ~  Lut, 'to hide," r l ~ i c h  with the 
Satunl \\.as '-tlic first before all others thrlt ever E R ?. P t i '1 definite article pretixed becomes 

cfo,,.;l<.. ( ~ ~ ~ t d l i ~ ~ ,  De c ~ , . ~ ~ ~ ~  Ajfilitis, - "P'Luf'. Both J17ilkinson (V6l. IV, p. 63) and:. 
1 .  7, I .  I p 5 )  lIere is therefore an  E u n s e ~ ~  (Vol.1, pp. 431,432). show that Osiris 
atldit.io~~nl proof . that Kroiios or Strt~irn was in Egypt \\-as the "king of hiules", or Pluto. 
Si~:i~'od.- It t!xpl;~i~id n.11- the (>reek god Bacchus Hades. as  I\-e all k~iow is thr,"l~iclcloi state". 

- J V ~ S  r e l ~ ! . ~ + ~ l t l . ~ I  \rcilrillg borllr, alld lvhp he ~ I ' t ~ d y ,  lio\v\.erer, Pluto or Saturn lvas. none 
,,.as f n.,, t,,.-:lrly ad,lrr5s,,tl by the epithet of <b1d1-. otlirr tiran the i i~cnntatiol~ of the tlcrii, riho ]lid 
, ( o , . ~ J ~ L :  JI , , , ,~  : ~ v l l l l l  jl, T~ Trie- Iiiniself u~lder  the disguise of t h s  rrrl)e~it  when 
fr l . icus ,  ~ , . , ! ~ l , ,  p. 11:) -ipl,tlo, ,v,-ho ,Ye llare seen he '2-11sec1 the f:\ll 6E Inan in tllc h ~ ~ i ~ l e i i  of Eden, 

. is iikewis,! itlcntifcti ,vi yinlrotl, is atldressed. a ~ i d  who has llicl(?eii liiuuelf fro111 the world ever 
' 

ill tfie ~ , . ~ , l ~ i ~  llgulrs as .:tLvo-holTed since ulicler tlie refuge of Lies. It is  earioos that 
H Y ~ I I I ~  to ,lyollo. tlie popular representation of tile clrril, with the ' 

The conlpa~liona of Cncclius \rere called horns. hoot's-n~ici tail, is exactly the t~ppenrnnce 
satyrs, aiid are  said to ttuve .'c.lanced along with of the' black Simrod \\-hen-he i s  t!epicted iu the 

hirn". (-t;liiu, flisl., g. 21) ~l~~ were. sculpture er:cotultering the lion: for in that 
hor-16t.d (rolls; nncl knowing tlie identity of Bac- hieroglyph lie wears not oillj- the two liorns of 

9 
ehus, it is chnsy to see that his conlpnnions the the bull orer  ~vhich lie lincl pre..-iou:ly gained a 
sat,.rs ,Yi,re . ; l ,~q l l tv  ol lrd~ over whom victory, bot its himi legs and tail ns ivell! " l rdd  
Xiliirocl was lord. It is gf:~~erillly n,qeed that IIornie" i.s tlle popular nanle by which tlie clevil 
the gqcl k'r111 \\.:IS tlie lien11 of the satyrs. SOW, \lras Lno~vn in ScotIancl in the olclor clays. 
sat,u is just forrll ,,f the Snbr The satyrs, also, Kerc h d f  iuiiuinls. having , 

or ~ : , t ~ ~ ~ - a t l ~ ~  hidclen Pan ,,.as therefore the hind leqs and tail of the :;oat in a(lc1ition to 
tile first of thr2 or hidclr,, olles. \men the horns. The connection of t!!~ x~~at-lil;e satyrs 
xilllr,,d o r  osirie l,ilt to death a s  with the devil is borne out I)!. the ki-l)rern word 
tile rl?sLllt of the ju,licial , l o n ~ e m n a ~ i o n  of the d y r .  This lrrbre\\- !\-or11 is trfllrslat'i~ti a s  he- 
se.,-c,l~i-~ao lenClinr: np:ll, it great 90"t in 2 C'llr01li~le3 '?D:?R--"Thsy I)n)o:.ht 
trl.ror nl,ll.,l,g llis ~oliO,, , . l . rs  ,,-ho immediately fort11 the he-;oat [so'yr] for the .+in-ol?ering"; 
hill themselves, hence c!t.rivation of a s  devil in Leviticus 1'7 : 7-"Lncl ?!ley shall no 
pall-ic--estrenne or sucl~.len Fright. Referring nivre o t E r  their sacrifices ullto <let-ils" [stc'yr] ; 
to th5 ,,.hich the ,,? osiriS by and as  s"!?jr.j in Isaiah 13: 21; "C:lbylon. . . 
~~~l~~ ( s e t h  or $tel!l) lla,l llpc,n his ~olloLvers, shall he as  \\-he11 God overthrew Soclom :. d 
plutarcll mys : q-he ,,.ho he,!. the Goinonall. . . .and satyrs [ ~ n ' g r j  s i~al l  dance 
that liad :~efnllen their killq, were the Pans, or there". 

,ired about ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ i ~ ;  (hey, The system of the ..l\lJ-s&ries" dc~!ial~cled that 
i:;l!ilcJintel!- ;leiluninti!l,n tJIe of the news, '111 its ritual, f!tc.. ihonl(l he liepf earciully secret- 

Lrnv,! nrrt  eccnlioll Lo the cnlne of panic Ever?-thin. in connection with tht::~~ was sym- 
- .  , . I  ( : r . . ; " . - -  rlc Isid. s. 13. holical r\!ltl Iir~*l n hiclclen !ncnnii~g. ulitl the in- 

itiates n-c-t.6: not allowed on pain of cItittth to 
Dc.::,' lV , t  sl t ip tlib-ulge :heir reol iiature. 1Iero(!otus. \vho was 

I t  i~ 1'1.0::1 tile :I:II!:.: l<!-or,os *..at tl?c English i~litiated in tile X\~\.sterks of Ey::;>t, lua!;es this 
.,. r,l -,.I.I)..\ 11" i3  ilerive~l; and t l e  familiar apparljllt n-l:~ri he refers to th+ goat-!ikc nppear- 
.--..1::!1.1 t.:.u1.\ :! :*.!lic.h ndorzs the heads of Euro- ance of  the ~ o d  Pan. He says: "it is not that --- - 



they [the initiates] believe he, [Pan] really had 
that form: they think him like the other gods ; 
but the reason [of his goat-like form] being 
connected with religion, I am not a t  liberty to 
explain it". (Birch's Wilkinson, Vol. III, p. 186) 
The "hidden thingg of darkness", however, are 
now being made manifest in this enlightening 
day (the begi~iriixig of the Xillennimn) ; and we 
know that the mystic reason for the goat part 
of the sat5-r~ is connected with their panic and 
their szcdden fight to hick thc~nselves on hear- 

. ing of the violent death of their chief; for 
"Berkhq" the word for c'fu,oitive," signifies also 
'%e goat". One'of the epithets of the god Pan, 
the head of the satyrs, u-as Capricornus, which 
means "goat-horned". The "seas~nrrl" interpret- 

- ation so frequently advnilced by many students 
of mytholoq, in their erltlcavor to explain the 
meaning of the mythical tales and exploits of 
the various gods and gotltlesses, is merely a 
"blind" of Satan, by \\-liich lie hopes to obscure 
the mental vision of all \vllo \\-ould desire to  
look into the true chn~.;~cter pf his false, sensual 
religions. 

- Strr~ c t J l r /  fi'i1.t. TF'orsl~ip 
" 

Tl!c ! ::al,lca11 :inllle for Sinlioil, the son of 
Senlirluuis, \!-as Zero-a>llta from zero "the 
seecl," and ashta "t!le ~rcitiiim". But the ~vord 
uskta also iilealls "tl:c fire", so that Zero-nslita, 
"the seed of the n-onlan," 1)ecanie Zeroantes or 
Zoronster. the \~--ell-!alo\\-11 liarlle of tllc llcncl of 

. the fire-11-orchipers. In gt:~lcral Ii;.- tciry t!ie Zo- 
roaster of Bac'trirr is nlost t'rtrliient1~- rcftbr~.ccl 
to: but the voice of alltiii~~ity is c-lear nnil clis- 
tinct to tile errect t!:nt tlie first it!l:l yrmt %(I- 

ro:lrtc:r v;ns nn ;\sy-rinn or Cilnl~I~-~z!l, ant1 that 
1 : ~ ~  was the fo~ii~tler 1 ) t '  t l x  i,!olatro~~s s y s t . ~ n ~  01. 
l>i-.l)l.lon. n~x l  t1:erct'orc Si:;irocl. t Suiilas, to111. 
I, 1). 1123) After his cleat11 tlie ~lcificrrl Sillirocl 
w.*s fa l~le~l  to llnre been "l~orll frrllil the fire2-- 
Zero-ashta, t!!c "seed of the firu"--arid as sucli 
lie was rererprl ns the great S U ~ I - ~ O ~  Baal. Ticco- 
pllilus of ;\ntioc.li inforins us that I<rc~~los,y-iiich 
as we have seen was olle of the titles of the 

- deified Sin~rocl. \\.a3 i n  tht. E a ~ t  11-orshipe~l ' 

~~li t ler  the l!illllcs of Eel a!icl Ca1.-Clc:ricus, U e  
f-'l~ilosoylti~ Ot.ic.itt!rli, lib. I. scct. 11, cap. 37. 

Sillirod was the first t3nl)\-lc>nit~ri king, nrltl 
therefore the title 3Iolt.c.h is prinlnrily ilpplied 
to him; for "~I~~lec l i "  means "king". 15-e thns 
perceive why the Scriptures indicate 3folech 

(or 3foloch) to be the terrible god of fire, the . 
earthly repremntative of Baal the sun-god. In 
Jeremiah 32 : 35, we read : "And they built tho 
high places of Baal, which are in the valley of 
the sou of Hinnom, to cause their sons and 
their daughters to. pms through the fire to 
Molech; which I commanded them not, neither 
came it into,my mind, that they should do this 
abomination, t o  c a w  Juclah to sinJ'. It war 
claimed that the act of passing through the fire 
mas for the purpose of prifYing, and this prob- 
ably reco~iciled the parents who sacrificed their 
children to.Molech. They were under the delu- . 

sion that the fire which consumed the little ones 
also pe,rfected them, a d  made them meet for 
tlie future life. 

The god Taruniuz, I\-ho is identified with Sim- 
rod, and for whom the women of Israel lailiented 
annually (Ezekiel 8: 14), is redly connected 
with fire-worship and with the tholl~glit of 
purification therefrom; for the name Tammuz 
is derived from tam, ,"to perfect," and m7i3, "to 
burn" - to make perfect by burning. Tl i i~ ,  
no doubt, is the origin of the imaginary plnce 
called Purgatory, t11e.fire of which is supposed 
by Papacy to be necessary to perfect men's souls 
~ 1 1 1 ~ 1  to pnrge away the sins they carry with tIic!n 
into the unseen n-orl<l! The error, of course, 
~iaturnlly arose through cr.ec11dous belief in . 

Satan's lie a t  the l~~gili~iin,q, nnniely, that there 
is I:O re'nl death, but that the soul is intlc~~o!itlent 
a,l:l inlnlortal, nild continues to lice in tllc ?pirit- 
\;.ori:l aftcr the death of t!ic I)oily. l'llobstb 7vl:o 
I?~tlit!vc tlle truth oC Cfocl arc! shi. ..l.led f ~ r - ~ i ! .  50 

crc-at an  error, ancl know that t!:e clc;~! s! ,111 - 
rl.:;iain in their g-rnves till the ,~loriou..; l.e.+l;r- 
r. ction r~lornil;g. flo\r clcccivccl. tlte poor - ; : . ; . l ~ . i ' t  

I I ~ : . ~  l~c!t.ll! 

I n  .Jc.reliliuli 19 : 3. 6, \YP rtralI : "Tliey hn-.-e 
{~uil t  also tlte I!ig!i plrl.ctc? of I:;~nl. to i;lll.il tbcir 
soils nit11 fire t'or huritt ot'feri~?,qs u i : ! ~  E,~nl, 
\\-lilc.h I conili~~~:~tl~ril nc.)t. i!or spa?;e ii, itq?!t1:er 
Ir:\llle it illto lily 1ilin:l. Tlicscfore, Ltel:n!ll. i>.e 
11ays come, snit11 the I.orcl thnt this place *I:ail 
;:I> liiorc. he ca1lt.d Tnphet. Iior the \-alIcy of the 
$on sf ITinl~on~. 1)uE tlie valley of e l ~ ~ ~ p l i i ~ ~ r . ' ~  
r-   he l i a l t ~ ~  ';Toidlet" given to the- v,rlle;v of 
IIii~;ioru, or Gcllelula, as it is callctl in tile >;*-\v 
Ti.==tc\lnel~t, is clcri.;etl Prom tnph.1-b-hich in I.qai::li 
30 : 22 is trnuslntet 1 "tnbrcts," !I:zt is, clr~~in.:. l?!- 
tl:c r:oi:e of tal~rets or drums the prie-rs of Ead  
sot ght to dro\vli the cries of the cll2drt.n ~ h o  
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- we* being offered in sacrifice to the terrible 
Molech. Because of this aborni~iktion the Lord. 
carsed the rd ley  of Hinuonl; and in recognition 
of that curse Jesiu spoke of the valley as figur- 
atively representing the ajmbolical "lake of fire 
and brimstone'', the second death, into wllich - 
Satan and dl who follow l h n  shall be cast a t  the 
end of the Xillennial reign of Christ. 

This retribution upon Satan, the author of 
the cruel worship of Molech, seenls to be foretold 
in Isaiah 30: 27-33 under cover of the Assyrian 
king Nimrod, who me have seen was the first 
direot representative of the devil. The pasage 
rasdcl: "Behold, the name of the Lord colueth 
from far, burning with his anger, and the burden 
thereof is heavy : his lips are full of indignation, 
and his tongue as  a devouring fire. . . . For 
through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian 
be beaten do\tm, which smote with the rod. . . 
For  Tophet [the valley of Hinnom or Geheluia] 
is ordained of old; yea for the king it is pre- 
pared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile 
thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the 
Lord,like a stream of brimstone, clo th kindle it." 

Jus t  as the valley of Gehenna, which runs 
along the south side of Jerusalem, is wed in the 
Scriptures as a symbol of the secolld cleath, 
from which there \vill.not be a resnrrectioli, so 
the valley of Jehoshapliat or Kedron, which 
ra~is along the east side of the city, is used as a 
symbol of the first or Adarnic death, from whid  
a resurrectior~ is assured because of the rausom 
sacrifice 6f Jesus Christ. The Jews, and also 
the Jioliaiiu~~edans, greatly desire to be buried 
in this valley ; for they believe that the resur- 
rection ir11cl final judgnient will take place here. 
(See Joel 3 : 1,2,12-14) The valley of Jehosha- 
phat is probably the "valley of dry bones'' re- 
ferred to by Ezekiel in chapter 37. 
Tho story of the trial of the prophets of Baal 

by Elijah (1. Kings 13: 17-40) indicates how 
firmly establisl~ed the worship of Baal was at  
that tinic in Israel. Elijali came boldly forward 
and cried: "IIow long l~a l t  ye between two opin- 
ions? If Jehovah is God, follo\v him; but if 
Baal, theri follow Iiiln." The test proposed by 
Elijah as to \vho was the true Ciod, .Jehovah, 
or  Baal, was to be an ans\ver by fire: and the 
people agreed that this \vould be a proper test 

. because Baal was the suu or tire-gotl, aiid what 
could be more ren$ousrblc tl~rtii to csytLct a11 
amwar by Bre from hirut Tlie test vinclicutecl 

the name of Jehovah, and 460 priests of Baal 
were slain. 

Elijah's fearless aation in thus ridding the 
land of Baal-worshipers was one of incalculable 
blessing to the people. The worship of Baal was 
an even more horrible religipn than is implied 
by presenting children as brunt-offerings to - 

him; for just as it was required in the Mosaio 
law that the priests should eat of part of the 
animals offered in the sacrifice by the people 
(see Numbers 18: 9, lo), so the priests of B a d  
ate part of the human sacrifices offered to their 
fire-god Molech. This shows the true derivation 
of the liallle given in the En&sh tongue to 
devourers of human flesh; for the Chaldean 
word for "the priests" is cahna, so that Cahna- 
Ba1, that is, "Priest of Baal," became cnnnibal. 
It is common knowledge that the priests of the 
sun-worshipers of ancient Mexico were can- 
nibals. 

How rejoiced the poor groaning creation will . 
be when Christ, the trueUSun of Righteo.usness," 
shall arise with healing in his wings. (JCalachi 
4: 2) What a contrast to that cruel "SUI~" of 
mirighteousiiess, which arose with death iri his 
wings. JIalachi's allusion to the "wings" of the 
sun is evidently derived from the well-hmomm 
symbol of the sun-god in Egypt and Asspria. 
Above the doors of the ancient te~nples and 
tombs in these countries, there is usually to be - 
seen a representation of the sun-god, in the 
form of a round disc ivith wide-spread wings. 

Along with the snn as the great fire-god, the 
serpent was connected. Owen says: "In the 
mythology of the primitive world, the serpent 
is universally the symbol of the sun". (O~I-en, 
a p d  Davies's Druids, in note, p. 437) I n  Egypt 
the commonest sign for the sun, or  sun-god, is 
a disc with a serpent around it. (Bunsen, Hie- 
roglyphics, Vol. I, p. 497). The original reason 
for the connection of the serpent with the w .' 
appears to have been that, as  the physical world 
receives its light from the sun, so the serpent 
was held to have been the great cnlightener of 
the spiritual world, by giving mankind the 
knowledge of good and evil. This, of course, 
like all idolatry, is an absolute perversion of 
the truth; but it serves to identify the sun-god 
with Satan. 

I11 Revelation 12: 3, Satan, whose fiendish 
characteristics were reflected in the old tyran- 
:lied Pagan Roman Empire, a t  the hands of 
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~vhich-oux-QnJ desua and. many of the early 
Christians wq$# dane to death, is cdlecl o  rest 
red dmgmngat ,qery  serpeut". (See Diaglott, 
+nd compare with verse 9) Papsauins informs 
ua that "the dragon with the Greeks was only a 
large snake". (Lib.11, Corinthiclca, cap. 23, p. 175) 
Sir  I t a ~  Lanlcester proves that the conventional 
"dragon" with wings. dreadfd claws, etc., is a 
later imagirihry repre~el~tation, mld is not the 
dragon as knomm ill the ancient world. He 
mi t ~ s  : 

-p T h e  dragon appilred to be nothing more nor l e s  
in its origin tho11 one of the great snakw (pythons), 
often tm-em>-fire feet in l t ~ ~ g t h .  which inhul,it tropical 
India and -1-fricn. It3 tlilngerous character and terrible 
appearance ;:xd inov~rnent impreqwl prinlitive man- 
kind. an(1 triitlitiu~~s of it have passed with nliprating 
races both to the FAA and to the \Vest. so that we find 
the m~tliical dragon in nl~cient Chinir and Japan, no 
Iesn than in Egypt and Gr-. I t  retains its snake-like 
 bod^ am1 fa$, especially in the Chinese and Japanese 
reprewntations; but in both East and n'est. Iegs and 
wings Iuw-e been gradually added to i t  for the p n v  
of n1nh3ng it more terrible and e-xpressing some of its 
direful q~~nlities. . . . As a matter of fact, the Greek 
vord 'drakon' actually meant plainly and simplp a krge 

, slake: and is so used bp Bristotle aud other n-ritonJ3- 
Science from an Easy Chair, Serics I, pp. 88, 89. 

Sr~itir-nnris Worshiped !older T'ariotrs V nines 

Jnst  as Simrocl was regnrdecl a s  the sun, and 
\\-as given the title Baal, or "lord of heaven" 
( for the n-orcl Baal means lord) ,. so Seniiramis, 
\\-hen .she n-as lilie\~Le "(Seified," received wor- 
ship as  the ~ O O I I ,  the "clueen of heaven". SON-, 
nccnrtlir~g to  -4tlieliagorns nrld Lucinn, Selnir- 
alni..; ~ r n s  \\-o~-sllipt?rl as --Istarte, tire ;?>-ria11 
gotlcl~ss. (I,c*fj(ttio. Yol.11. 1,. 1TS:'De Dca S!jrin, 
Yol. 111. 11. :X2) This Syria11 gocldess \$-as also 
Icnown as Islitnr (T,a>-nrcl's Siile.ceh aid Baby- 
loit, p.629) : and it is froln Ishtar that the \vurd 
Easter is tlcri~ecl. (See 1912 TT'ntch Tower, p. 
lii) Smith's Bible Dict i~i lnry  under tlie article 
",ishtoreth" says : 

"From the m n ~ c t i o n  of this porldeao ,with Baal or 
Be1 r e  skcid~l ncltnrally conclt~cle that she xould be 
found i~ the -iss>rinn 13ant.l~eon. nrtd in h c t  the name 
Ishtar appears to !n? clearlv identified in the list of the 
'great gads of -4ssvrirr. TIicre is nl) reason to h u b t  that 
t h 5  Isrrriac goddess is the ;\.~!ltorcth [or Isktarorhl 
of the Old Tesrarlcnt and thc .\.+tnrte OE rhc Grqeks ~ i c l  
Romnno. . . .Tt i~ cvttnin tknt the c-orship of .%&.rte 
bwaze irtc.r:t:?c~l with that of Vcnus [or Xphroctita]." 

La-ar~l statits that in the Syiarl  temple of 
lIiern~~!lis. .\.;tal.te "was represented standing 

- 
on a lion, crowned with towers". (Nilrcveh a d  - 
i t s  Remains, Td. IT, p. 456) The name Astarto 
itself means "the wonian that made towers," 
being composed of two aor& :.'-Xeht-tart". Asht 
is the word for. wonran; and it is generally 
agreed that the last syllable "tart" comes from 
the Hebrew verb "W which means both "to go 
ronnd" and "to be round". From this is-derived 
the Greek \\-ord "tarit", and its Engliah equiva- 
lent "turret". a ronnd tower. Asht-tnrit, there- 
fore, which is the same as "Ashtoreth" of the 
Hebrew, i s  literall?. "the woman that made the 
tower" or e~conbpcrssilig wall. Ovid inentiohs 
that. SemirainiP was currently believed to have 
"sru-ronnd~l Babylon with a wall of brick". 
(@id, Opcru, vol. IJX; Fa&, IV, 2192221) Bnt 
there is no new1 ta give dl the e+t of building 
the battlemeilts of Babylon to Serrrira-ih. The 
reason why elle gained the-honor of fortifying 
the city was becanse she in the long run had 
become foremost in the esteem of the ancient 
idolators, and thus had attributed to her every 
virtue arid characteristic that properly be- 
longed, or  was imagined to h a ~ e  belonged, ta 
her son Sinus. 

Semiramis was also worshiped as Rhea or 
Crbele, the '%other of the godd' (Paschal, 
Clirolzicle, Vol. I, p. 65),3nd as  suoh is always 
represented as wearing a m r a l  -or turreted 
c r o m  on her head. I n  this respect the Ephesian 
Diana exactly resembled Rhea; for' Diana was 
d s o  a tower-bearing ,pldeas, and is so sham 
ill ma:ip of the illustrated "Bible Eelpg7. Xow, 
tlie Ephesian Dinna is espresslp identified with 
Senliramis; for Semiramis is the same aa the 
goddess Arte~uis. and i t  is well known that Ar- 
tc111is \\-as Dinna. (Layard, Ninezieh and i t s  
Remai~rs, Vol.11. p. m, note) The Roman Diana 
\\-=as a huntress hearing a qnirer of arrows. In 
this character she was the complement of Yi- 
rod the "nliglity hunter". 

The universd adoration of the "deified" 
Semiraiilis under vclrio1t.s Jrnmes nltd titles by 
Eastern nations, is prnmincntly clrann to our 
attention in Acts 19: 23-41. "C;rclat is Diana of 
the? l??hesinns." the 1nu1titutIc shouted, "whom 
:dl- -\silt am\ tlie work1 I\--orshipeth." It is a 
roiat~~-k:.!~le f i ~ ~ t  that this great gc~cldess is even 
no\\. ~\-nrslliprd i l l  onr wry 11iicl9t in the person 
or' the Papal "queen of the hearen", the so- 
calledTirgin JIal-p,mhose irnage is set np erery- 
where! ,I fa\-orite imase of the Ro~nieh Virgin 
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Mary shows her standing on a large sphere, 
which is colored h e ,  and spangled c-ith stars. 
On her head rests a heavy gold orown. The 
globe is intended to symbolize the blue vault of 
the heaven, while the crou;ned woman herself, 
a parentlp, represents the moon as the queen 
o #' heaven, that is, hstarte or Ashtoreth. By 
her side she holds the chiId, who is also crowned, 
and who stands on a smaller star-spangled blue 
globe. I n  this connectioli he evidently represe~its 
the sun, the king or lord of heaven, that is, Baal. 
(Remember that the word Baal meanr lord) 

Another familiar figure of the Papal "Nother 
of God" shows her standing on a sphere, one foot 
treading on a serpent's head. Pepacy maintains 
that it was not the seed of the woman, but the 
womm herself, who mas  to brnise the hcnd of 
the serpent. Regardless of the laws of grtlllulltir, 
the apostate church renders God's conde~ll~lation 
of the serpent: "She shall bruise thy heacl, and 
thou shalt bruise her heel". In this the goddess 
of "Babylon the Great" is only fashioned after 
her type in ancient Babylon ; for thongh it \\-as 
originally dainied that Ninlrod had crushed the 
head of the serpent, his mother n-as latterly 
given the glory of having clone this great deed.- 
Diodom, Bibliotl~cai, Iib. 11, p. TO; Smith's 
Classical Dictionary, p. 320. 

Still another popular representation of the 
Virgin Nary shows her standing among the 
eloudr, sometimes on a sphere, with what looks 
Iihe the crescent of the nioon at  her feet. This 
well-known picture is evidently intended to 
show the Virgin 1lal-y as being the woniali 
rpoken of in the Revelation, twelfth chapter. 
But we know that this "wonian" of Revelation 
is the e.vmbolical Bgure of the true church of 
the living God, whose names are written in 
heaven; and that the Papal pictnres which show 
her as the 1-irgin Mary are, -in reality, only 
copying the old niythological idolators who 
depicted their goddess sinlilarly as the "queen 
of heaved'. For the creweat of the moon at 
the feet of the Papal Virgin Mary betrays the 
heathen origin of the image, as this is the well 
known sign of -4starte or Ashtoreth, the horns 
of the moonts crescent covertly suggesting her 
power as queen of heaven. Although at  Arst 
sight the pictures of the Virgin Mary seem to 
show the crescent of the moon, careful study 
w i l l  manifest that it is not really the moon's 
crescent, hut, rather, two horns; for if the ares- 

cent of the moon were intended, it would be 
impossible to see the wom'an's dgura through 
the part which, an is obvious, the dark portion 
of the "018' moon wonld hide from view. In ' 
the twelfth chahter of Revelation it merely' 
mentions that the woman stood on the moon, 
not on the crescent of the moon, 

Although in the first instance Semiramis 
derived her exalted position from the divine 
character attributed to the child in her arms, 
she ultimately practically eclipsed her son. .So 
also in "Babylon the Great" it is the Madonna 
who receives all the adoration, and to whom 
petitions are generally addressed. What a sat- 
ire, to think that the poor world haa been so 
blinded by Satan, that it has been deceived 
into worshiping a woman who .is nolcezi~tent f 
JVell did the Lord forbid His people to make 
and bow down to images, "which -see not, nor 
haar, nor know" ! (Daniel 5 : 23 ; P m h  115 :4-8) 
I t  would be rlifficult to understand how so great . 
a delusion could have becoma universal, were 
it not that we are aware that Satan ir the "pod 
of this world", and that along with him are 
legions of demons, who have sought to imper- 
sonate the dead in various ways, bolstering up 
Satan's lie that there is no death. (Oenesis 3: 4) 
In Psalm 106: 37 we are told- that the Jews, in 
serving Baal or Molech, had really "sacrificed 
their soncr and their daughters unto devil*"- 
clemons ; arid in Psalm 96 : 5 we read : "For all ' 

the gods of the nations are demond'. (Septua- 
gint version)The Apostle P a d ,  in 1 Corinthians 
10 : 20, says : "But I say, that the things which 
the Gentiles sacrifice, they s a o d c e  to r1evils"- 
demons. 

Origin of Star Worship 
The worahip of the stars by the idolatroue 

nations was as prevalent as the worahip of the 
sun and the moon. JIpthology identifles Nimrod 
and Semiramis with certain constelhtions. L 

From Persian record8 we axe expressly assured 
that Nimrod, .after his death, was "deihd" by 
the name Orion, the mighty hunter, and "placed 
among the stars". (Paschal Chronicle, tom. I, 
p. 64) The conetellation.Virgo is admitted by 
the most learned astronoinere to have heen 
dedicated to Ceree, who ns we have seen was 
identical with the E tian Ims, and mas there- 
fore the game a8 g i r a m i a ,  th. Bab~lonian 
goddess. (Dr. John Hill, in hie Uramm; and 
Mr. A. Jamieoon, in hie ChhsDCrrl A h ;  see 
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Laudseer's &ah~ - d 3 e ~ ~ ~ r c l i * + ~  p 201) 911 the tioils in tlle day~ ,  of old lluvle Use 01 tlxe stars 
signs of the &@d&, rutd tbe 0th- constellations in their mythological worsUp, a d  iu this were 
and stars, w e w ' a ~ i a t e d  with &OUS god% followed by the erring Je\va, this does not - 
or with incidettts in connection with them, by weaken, but confirm our aurkrvta~tcling that the 
the Chtrldelrn idolators, as well as by the astrol- naming of the stars n.m ot' divine i~~sp i ra t ion  - 
agem oP other nations. The worship of the idolrrtrolis nations is indeed 

i he L ~ &  Ppeeiidlg c o ~ ~ m d e d  the Ismlite.  a s t m e  niethod of establishing the truth of - 

0s no awnfit  to tvorship images, and the s~ripttUe8; l l e~er thd t !~~ .  by perfe~tly WUn- * 

the *noon or the stars, heausc of the degrading terfeiting each detail of the r b m e  of salvation, . - 
wmnce it n-oldd hare n p n  thel% e m  a, it these fake religions unwittingly qubrtaetiate 
bad upon the llenthcn nations. I n  Deuteronomy Lord's Word. \Fe believe that in the Golden 

-4: 1519 a e  rend: .'Take ye therefore good heed Age men shall discover that erer)zhing in 
. h t o  yourselred . . . Lest ye corrupt yourselves, heaven and earth flayed its P u t  in building 
a d  make yo. a gravel1 image, the einiilitutle up the t ~ t h  of God-Proverbs %:2- 
of any figure, the like~lrss of nlale or female, Origin of the Fish-God Dagon- 
the likeness of any beast that is on the earth, me ~~~a~ \,.anling to *a wple not to 
the likeness of any ninged foal that Bieth in make an image of MISt~,g in 9, nenesS of a 
the air, the likeness of any fish that is in f i e  fish, 7,.o,dd imply th+t ea n~ po3dilJle,le. In 
not$rs beneath the earth; and lest thou lift up hi, exc,,ations at s'm&g P w r  Lapard 

. 
thine eyes unto henren, and when thou seest discorered scdptured fi8.iutXs fishmgod, 
the sun, and the moon* and the stars, even dl he identified wia bgvR t& fish-hwd of 
the host of henren, & d d s t  be driven to wor- - tile pmistirles, rrllo hrrotGed it fi;sin tile Baby- 
ship them, and serve thenl." Yet the Jewish lonians. - [x inerch a,t& ~ ~ ~ f i ~ l ~ , ~ ,  pp 3 3 ,  s o )  
people freclnentl~ disregaded the L o s s  corn- In 1 Saluuel 3: 14 r e d  that tile YIiili+tiiles 
mand.. In 2 I i i l ~ s ,  chnpters 22 and 23, read placed the eaptnred*al-k of 0 ~ 1  in the llouse of 

,Low King Josiihh, after having heard the words their gd D ~ ~ ~ ~ , .  ~l~~ rnuing rlley found 
of the ne~vly disco\-ered book of. the la\v of D~~~~ fdhhll llpull !,is facP .to . t ~ ,  earth i,efore 
Xosea, cleared the land of this idolatry: "He t h  ark of tjle ~ . ~ , ~ d .  q-bcv ~~i~~~ ill his 
put doml the iclolstrous priests . . . thc.1~ also place amin; bllt ..,,.hrl, nmre earlF the 
that bnr~lecl inccrl* ~ l t o  Baal, to the sun, and morrolv monling, ~ , ~ h ~ l ! l .  DngOn \\-as Fallen 
to the moon, t ~ l d  to the twelve S ~ F ; I ~ P  li. e;, the llis face tp grcullrl i,donl of 
Zodiac], and to all the host or' hetrven".(3 ! ( i l p  tile ~ ~ ~ d ;  the ilcad ,,f DaZnu n!lt\ l,otll the 
23: 3, m:~rgillnl rending) This identitieatlon of of llis llnnclP \\.ere ctit (,rf the thres- 
their gut13 and ~oildesses 7~1th the stars by tile l:oltl: nlllr tile $.3,,.part I,i  Dagoll nns left to  
Bab?-loninns c111(1 later nations i~ a ~oiinterfcit lslll. ~ h ~ ~ ~ f ~ i ~ ,  ,,,. ,I!',. i),.i(,9E ,,f I):,,.~~, . . of the t t u s  "Jeit:ctl lilorttlls", Jesw C'ltrist a i d  llor iL,iy cc.::,c i::to 1 j c  l 3  :lo,lst., 
the g.loriSed cllorcll of tlie first!)urn; for !ve on tl,rc>hold ,,( D ~ , ~ , , ~ ,  i l l  - ~ s ~ , ! ~ t ~  wlto tilis 
read in 1 Corirttl~i-11s 1.5: 41, 42: .-There is one day." (see lllnrr.;l,nl pn,l j l ly)  I;, Va:.,.ing ,,-e 
glory of t!le Slln, alld n r l ~ t l l ~ r  glo1'~ bt' the anon, <lraw attell t icn tu %cpilnl!ir;ll 1 :g: ..In tile ..alAe 
and!allother glory of tlle st i~rs:  for one star day also \\-ill I pm,i.ll rl:use tl:ut lenp 
cl.'+?creth fro111 nliotkcr star in glur:-. So also is tile tllreshol,y ( ~ ~ ~ - i . > ~ ~ l  versiull ri.;Ic;ilrg) TIle 
resurrection of the deed." Philistii~cs ieopc-l over thr: tl;ru=hold on I\ hich 

\Ye 11-oitld not ha\-e it to be u1ldrzr.-tood, 11ow- their god Dngon l1tu.l lost h i s  kcpd and harlJs; 
ever, that the Zociiacnl ~ o r ~ ~ t ~ l l ~ i i o l ~ ~  with their uud it appears froiu Zcpllntiiuh that some 

. distincctire rln~~kes, nl~d t!?c arrangelilcilts and amo2g the fin-s \vho hr~d forsaken the Lord 
nami~lgs of tllc ot1:c.r ~ 'o~~,- t~l ia t io i ls  i11ld stars ~ w r e  ~vorshipi~lg Dayon, and \\-ere leaping over 
generally, are of. Satzl~iic origination. The the threshold in cleference to him! 
Scrii>tural evidences prove that the? are of Berosus, describiilg this fi=.h-god, >nys that 
divine origin, arranged and named under in- ':its h t l y  \\-us that of 8 fish, but trltder tlie liead 
spirntion. In  Poalrn 147: 4 n-e read: "He telleth of the fish was that of n !n::n, and to its tail . 

the nnnlher of the stars; he giveth them all were joined a woman's 'feetJ'-(Corry's frag., 
their nnnles". Even though the idolatrous na- p. 30) From Layard's sculptures we notice that 
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the figure 11nd also hands. Now,,what could have 
sugg.~sted such a peculiar combination of lnau 
and fish i . h d  wilat could have iriduced the 
Babylorlia~rs to set u p  so strange an object in 
a temple to worship as a god7 When we re- 
member that an  irnage is a hieroglyphic, that 
every feature of i t  is intended to co~ivey to the 
beholder solile message o r  to suggest sotlte 
attribute co~~cernilrg the god whom the image 
.represen to,- we c.ati ptt ~ r c i v e  that this Ash-gocl 
described a man \vho llad been in some respects 
like a lirll. I t  appears that not only were Xinl- 
rod and Ssn:iran~iu raised to the status of gocl 
a114 gocldess in the Mysteries, -but that as ZJtc- 

thcr (l<ronos) and Jfotlter (Illlea) of the gods, 
they \\-ere the forerun~iers of llunlerous otli.er 
"deifiedmortals".. ~ 

The fish-god 1)ngon could have represellt'ed 
no one more perfectly than Ham (or  possil~ly 
Noah) ; for  did not this man live through 

. the waters of the floocl which destroyed all "in 
whose liostrils was the breath of life"? In this 
respect, tlletl, lie \\;as like a fish, because r e  dc, 
not read that fish were destroyed -in the deluge. 

The great apostate churcli of tlie gospel age, 
true to i ts Bal )~ lonis l~  origin, has actually a d o p  
ted this fidl-god in its ritual; for the pope on 
certain occnsioiis nianifests by his heml-gear 
that he is tlle direct rt!presel~tativ.e of Dagon. 
As it \\-as at1 illdispe~lsnble rule in all idolatrous 
religions that the high priest should \\-ear the 
insignia of the god lie \vorslilped, so tlle sculp- 
tures disco\-.erecl by Layard show that the 
priests of D a g o ~ ~  \\-ere arrayetl i11 clotlii~lg re- 
selnbliilg o lid). This may he the ' c ~ t r ~ l ~ g ( r  n~ j -  
parel" referred to ill Zel)hutlirth 1 : 8. Beruhus 
tells us tliat ill the i11iage of Dugon the head 
of the man appeared ?i~t(Eer the head of tlre fish, 
while Lnyard poi11t.s out that ill the case of the 
priests "tlic lwnd of the fish formed a rlcitre 
above that of thc,man. \vllile its scaly, fall-like 
tail fell a s  a cloak bc-llillcl, leaviug tile I I L ~ ! ~ I H I I  
limbs a~lcl feet esposetl", (Bubylolr crnd Nirtrc:eA, 
p. 343) \Ve have evidet~ce tllut at  a Iatcr period 
the Pagan priests clispcl~aed \villi the -body of 
the fish, and used the head nlo~ie like a cap. 
(Bryant, Vol. V, p. 38.1) The gapilyy jaivs of 
the fish's ]lead, sur~~ioui i t i i~g  the llelzcl of tlie 
man, is the exact appcarallce of the two-hon~ed 
mitre of the pope, o r  of o Papal bishop toclay. 

Mr. A. Triruen, a clistinguislied 1,ondon archi- 
teot and author, found that on a certain occa- 

sion every pear the Chinese Emperor, as Ponti- 
f e s  J lax i~nus  of his nation, wears a mitre which 
is the very counterpart of the Papal  mitre. 
(Hager, on Chinese Hieroglyphics, B. XXXV, 
ill the British Jfuseum) Even now, since the 
forruatioli/ot' the Chinese Republic, this mitre 
co~~til lues to be used by the President. On the 
9th of January, 1915, a C h r i s t i u  lady (Flor- 
elice 11. Reid) wrote to us: "The President of 
tllc* Repul~lic a few days since took the Em- 
peror's place in the offeril~g of tlic 'sacrifice of 
11t.:rvc11', oo \vhic-11 occasiol~ he wore the head- 
clress  nitre re] rel'c~wctl to in your booklet 
'Jlytl~olo~gy and the Billie' ivliich +ou sent me". 

Thus \ve map see the far-reaching influe~lce 
of that idolatrous system set up  in ancient 
Babylon. That "Mystery of Iniquity" has in- 
clped tleceived all the world so that, as the 
Scriptures truly say, the nations have been 
~~iac le  drunken o r  mad. But  the follorvers of God 
alld Christ a re  not deceived; they a re  not ig- 
norant of Satan's devices, fo r  '?le that is spirit- 
nal discerneth all things, yet he himself is dis- 
cerned of no many< The "Nystery of Godliness" 
c a ~ ~ l i o t  be penetrated except by those who are  
illitiatcd through the auoillting of the holy 
spirit.-1 Corinthians 2: 9, 10. 

Tat us  be thankful if we d~vell in the "secret 
place of the Must High". I t  is given to very 
few to be permitted to know God and Jesus 
Cllrist, whom He sent. We recall the words of 
Jv-us, related in Matthew .11: 23, 26: "I tllank 
tllc.e, 0 Father, Lord of hcavcn mid earth, be- 
cause thou hast hid these t l l i~~ga  froni the wise 
a i d  prudetit, and hnst revealed them unto 
b;li~es. Even so, Fntlier: for so it scelilerl good 
i l l  thy sight." Can we he certain that we are of 
tl:ose who are  initiated in the 111) ,.teries of God? 
Yes; for  the ..\pestle .JoIill s i y s :  "\Vc know that 
\ye llave passer1 from death unto life, becauy 
we love the bretl~re~l". 

A I I ~  now, if arly desire furtht!r informntiorl 
rcgctrtling the "llystery" of C;otl's glorious plan 
of the apes, cllltl its great countcrfei t tlie "Ilys- 
tery of I i ~ i q u i t ~ , "  we refer you to The I ) i c i l~e  
Plu)t of the Ayes, issued by t h ~  IY~itc11 Tower 
Jliljle and Tract Society, of Rroo!dyn, N. Y., 
31111 of London. Enulnnd. 

[Sotb: Copier of thls nrticle. Jl!rtttoln!)!f and the Bibk.  
mag be procured In booklet form ( c c t  .% contn. or 31. 3d. por 
cloreo) by nyylylng direct to : Mr. Jlortoo Edgar, 224 West 
itr;,.ant Street. Olasgow. Scotland] 
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