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Mytholagy and the Bible.

T may be asked: What possible connection can
there be beiween Mythology and the Bible? Is
not a myth an untruth ; whereas the Bible is the
“Word of Truth™ ?

It is important to notice, however, that many of the
ancient mythical tales have a substratum of historical
fact ; and much in them that appears fabulous and
nonsensical on the surface, proves on careful investi-
gation to have a hidden meaning.

That the ancient nations of Babylon, Egypt, Greece,
etc., were highly civilised is demonstrated by the
remains of their wonderful architecture, the style of
which cannot be improved upon even by the advanced
nations of our day. Such cultured people must have
had some reason, satisfactory to themselves, to induce
thern to worship their mythical gods. The Bible
throws light upon this question; and a little knowledge
of Mythology aids us to understand a number of very
obscure texts of the Scriptures.

Scriptural Recognition of Heathen Cods.

In giving the law to the Israelites, the Lord com-
manded them to on no account worship the gods of the
other naiions ; but we read of many instances where
they deliberately disregarded this injunction, and were
in consequence punished until they returned to Him,
the only true God. Jeremiah records a case in point
in chapter 4% verses 15-19, 25—" As for the word that
thou hast spoken unto us in the name of the Lord, we
will not hearken unto thee, but we will certainly do
whatsover thing goeth forth out of our own mouth,
lo burn incense nuto the aneen of heaven, and to pour
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out drink offerings nnio lier, as we have done, we, and
our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities of
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then had
we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil.
But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of
heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we
have wanted all things, and have been consumed by
the sword and by the famine. And when we burned
incense to the gueen of heaven,” etc. See also Jer.
7:17, 19— Seest thou not what they do in the cities
of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? The children
gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the
women kneed their dough, to make cakes to the queen
of heaven, and they pour out «rink offerings unto other
gods, that they may provole me to anger.”

Who was this “ Queen of heaven” in whom the err-
ing Jews had such implicit confidence?

In Judges 2:11-13 is recorded another falling away
of the Ismaelites: “ And they forsook the Lord God of
their fathers, which brought them out of the land of
Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the
pecple that were round about them, and bowed them-
selves unto them, and provoked the Lord unto anger.
And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and
Ashtaroth.”

Who was Baal? Who was Ashtaroth?

As all are aware, the Bible contains many references
o Baal ; yet it does not disclose the identity of this
god, nor explain why the faithless Jews and mhqr
peoples so consistently rendered him obeisance. It is
here that we are aided by Mythology, the study of
which reveals the fact that the god Baal, and the god-
dess the Queen of heaven, were universally worshipped
under various names and titles. While this is recog-
nised by students of Mythology, it is not so generally
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realised that these same deities are even now wor-
shipped in our very midst by the adherenis of that
great idolatrous system which the Scriptures name
* Babylon the Great" !

The Two Babylons.

History proves that Papacy's adoration of images,
dead saints and relics, its holy candles, holy water,
etc., and all its vain ritual, are borrowed from heathen
sources. Papacy's excuse, as voiced by Cardinal New-
man, is that although it is admitted that such things
are “ the very instruments and appendages of demon-
worship,” they were, however, “ sanclified by adoption
into the church ™ (Newman’s Development, pp. 359, 360).
But it is now clearly apparent that the Romish Church
has not been justified in adopting heathen customs and
practices. For this very reason, Papacy is denominated
“ Babylon the Great "; the Babylon of old was full of
these abominations, and therefore well typified the
fallen church of the Gospel Age.

Babylon was the first nation or kingdom after the
deluge, and by it idolatrous worship was inaugurated.

Comparing Jer. 51:6-8, with Rev, 17:4, 5; 14:8,
we notice that almost the same expressions are used.
In Jeremiah, ancient Babylon is said to have been a
zolden cup in the Lord’s hands, by which all nations
were made drunken—drunken with the wine of false
religion. In Revelation * Babylon the Great” is called
the “Mother of Harlots,” the parent system, which
made all nations drink of her golden cup full of
abominations, the wine of false doctrine. As typical
Babylon fell, so shall antitypical * Babylon the Great "
fall never to rise.

That Babylon was the first nation after the flood is
shown by Gen. 10 :8-12. This reference, also, furnishes
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a clue to the origin of the worship of false gods; and
by conparing with certain statements in mythotogical
histories we get a further clue to the identity of ithese
deities. We read: “And Cush begat Nimrod: he
hegan o be a mighty one in the earth. He was a
mighty hunter before the Lord : wherefore it is said,
‘Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord.'
And the beginning of his kingdom was Babylon, and
Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar
Out of that land he went forth into Assyria and builded
Nineveh," etc. (See margin.)

Nimrod the Mighty Hunier, and his influence
in the World.

Why should the Bible make special mention of
Nimrod 7 Because he was the first to become mighty ;
and even to this day the countries of Babylonia and
Assyria are filled with the name of Nimrod. When
Moses wrote Genesis, although Nimrod had long since
passed away, his name had become a proverb, so that
it was a popular saying : * Even as Nimrod the mighty
hunter before the Lord.” His might lay in the fact of
his being a hunter; for we must reflect on the con-
ditions which would obtain in the earth in his day.
Only four human pairs were preserved from the waters
of the deluge ; but many kinds of animals came forth
from the ark ; and as these animals multiplied one can
see how the terror of the more ferocious among them
would lay hold upon all men. He, therefore, who
brought destruction to the tiger, the leopard, the lion,
the python, was regarded as the great benefactor, the
man above all others t¢ be honoured by his fellows
and commemorated by posterity. < s

The universal popularity of an individual must
be a force for good or for evil to the community.
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Although the Scriptures do not direcily allude to thé
nature of the influence exerted by Nimrod, we may
safely infer from the character of his parentage, and
from other circumstances, that it was evil. That his
grandfather,Ham,had a depraved disposition is proved
in Gen. 9:18-25; while in the same connection Shem
was given a special blessing because of his purity
(verse 26). Thus we gather that very shortly after the
deluge the human race was divided into two camps,
one for the Lord and righteousness among whom Shem
took the leading part, the oiher for unrighteousness
with Ham as the principal apostate. Of the latter
branch of the race Nimrod was descended.

It is improbable, therefore, that the declaration that
Nimrod was a “mighly hunter before the Lord " sig-
nifies that he in any way sought thus to honour the
Lord. In such a connection the phrase “before the
Lord" rather implies a belittling of the Lord’s power
to protect His own. Perceiving the menaced condition
of the race, Nimrod, trusting {o his own prowess, came
forward as the bold saviour of the world, and becom-
ing a mighty one in the earth attracted men’'s attention
away from the Lord. The natural result of the
admiration of a man of Nimrod's character must
necessarily have been to destroy reverence for God,
and thus lead to the adoration and worship of the
creature instead of the Creator. That the world did
fall into infidelity shorily after the flood is proved
from the first part of the eleventh chapter of Genesis.
The great Jewish historian Josephus says in confirma-
tion : " The multitude were very ready to follow the
determination of Nimrod, and to esteem it a piece of
cowardice to submit to God" (Ant. 1:4:2).

We cannot suppose, however, that the saintly few
would permit this evil without exerting some effort to
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May the downward course, for the Lord's people in all
ages from the uwe of righieous Abel have protested
against sin. If the tradition of the Jews be true that
Shem was Melchizedec (and the claim seems reason-
able and quite in accord with Scripture analogy), then,
as " I’riest of the most high God " he musi have been
a very Hercules in the Lord's cause, and a constant
check to the evilly disposed.

Thus far we may reasonably infer from the brief
references to Nimrod given in the Scriptures. To
gain further informaiion about this mighty hunter we
require to study the pages of Mythology.

Ninus and Semiramis.

In Geu, 0: 11, already quoied, we read that Nimrod
built the city of Nineveh. This litile item of Bible
history enables us to identify Nimrod with the king
Ninus of classical writings. 7The name Nineveh
literally means “ 'I'he habitation of Ninus.” The his-
torian Apollodorus expressly states that *“Ninus is
Nimrod " (Apollodori, Fragm. 68 in Muller, Vol. i, p.
440). In the ancient records of Justin and Diodorus
Siculus, Ninus is credited with similar kingly powers
as are attributed to Nimrod by the Scriptures (Justin,
ilist. Rom. Script., Vol. ii, p. 615; Diodorus, Bibliotheca,
lib. ii, p. 63). Ninus was the son, as well as the
husband, of Semiramis. According to Eusebius these
two reigned as king and queen in the time of Abraham,
but the great chronologist Clinton, and the celebrated
Excavator and Linguist Layard, both assign an earlier
date to the reign of Ninus and Semiramis.

In one of the famous sculptures of ancient Babylon,
Ninus and Semiramis are represented as actively
engaged in the pursuits of the chase, the “ quiver-
bearing Semiramis" being a fit companion for the



;néighty Hunter before the Lord " (Diodorus, lib. ii,

Semiramis was a beautifu) but very depraved woman,
and it is to her that much of the extravagant and
licentious character of the heathen religions has been
ascribed. In his work Inferno, in the 5th Canto, Dante
pictures Semiramis as one of the damned in hell (not
purgatory); and he also mentions Ninus in the same
connection. Although Dante's “visions™ were a fig-
ment of his imagination, yet his consigning Semiramis
to eternal punishing shows the bad esteem in which
she was held.

The " Mysteries” of tho Heathan Rsliglions.

The Chaldean * Mysteries" can be traced back to
the days of Semiramis. It appears that her husband's
apostacy was quite open, and consisted mainly in
leading men into sensuality, teaching them that they
might enjoy the " pleasures of sin" without fear of
retribution from a holy God. In his hunting expedi-
tions he was accompanied by troops of women ; and
by music, games and revelries, and everything that
pleases the natural heart, he insinuated himself inio
the favour of the world. It was after the death of
Ninus or Nimrod that the secret “ Mysteries" were set
up by Semiramis and her followers.

Nimrod's death is not noticed in the Scriptures,
but there was an ancient tradition that his end was
violent. Strange though it may seem, numerous lines
of evidence (which we shall investigate as we proceed)
prove that it was this very death of Nimrod that
constituted the foundational theme of the Mysteries.”

~ Sge ihe Rev. Alvxander Hislop's masterly wok eutitled Tae Tue
Hubylons (13047,
#d
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Salverté informs us that all who sought initiation into
these systems were compelled to drink peculiar intoxi-
cating beverages. This is undoubtedly the origin of
Jeremiah's allusion to the golden cup which made all
nations drunken; for every nation received its idola-
trous religion from Babylon.

In all essentials the “Mysteries" of the different
nations were the same, each being fashioned after the
pattern of the “ Mother " nation Babylon. Regarding
this Layard says: “Of the great antiquity of this
primative worship there is abundant evidence, and
that it eriginated among the inhabitants of the Assyrian
plains, we have the united testimony of sacred and
profane history. It obtained the epithet of perfect, and
was believed to be the most ancient religious system,
having preceded that of the Egyptians. The identity
of many of the Assyrian doctrines with those of
Egypt is alluded to by Porphyry and Clemens.” Birch,
also, says: “ The Zodiacal signs , . . show unequi-
vocally that the Greeks derived their notions and
arrangements of the Zodiac [and consequently their
Mythology, which was intertwined with it] from the
Chaldeans. The identity of Nimrod with the constel-
lation Orion is not to be rejected” (Layard, Nineveh
and its Remains, Vol. ii, pp. 439, 440).

We see, therefore, that ancient Babylon was a
fitting type of that wonderful * Mystiery of Iniquity "
of the Gospel Age, called “ Babylon the Great.” Just
as that great system had its small beginning in the
days of the Apostles, being alluded to by Paul in 2
Thess. 2:7—"The mystery of iniquity doth already
work,” and afterwards attained so great dimensions
that it has deceived the whole world, so the typical
Mystery in literal Babylon also began in a small way,
then grew and extended, and latierly became s0 uni-
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versal that all nations were made “ mad," i.e., void of
judgment. Only those who worship the true God
have the spirit of a sound mind (2 Tim. 1:7).

“Mother and Son"” worship.

While in *“ Babylon the Great " the principal subjects
of devotion are the Madonna and her child (said to
be the virgin Mary and Jesus), so in typical Babylon
the popular worship was extended to a goddess mother
and her son, who had their origin in Semiramis and
her son Ninus (the Hebrew word for “son” is nin).
Remembering the religious influence which proceeded
from Babylon, we have here the explanation of the
universal adoration of the " Mother and Son.” In
Greece they were worshipped as Ceres the great
mother, with the babe at her breast; or as Irene the
goddess of Peace, with the boy Plutus in her arms.
In Pagan Rome as Fortuna and Jupiter-puer, or
Jupiter the boy. In Asia as Cybele and Deéius. In
India as Isi and Iswara; and even in Thibet, China,
and Japan, missionaries were astonished to find the
exact counterpart of the Madonna and her child as
devoutly reverenced as in Papal Rome itself |

The Egyptian God Osiris was Nimrod.

In Egypt the Mother was worshipped as Isis, and the
Son as Osiris, though more often as Horus. Regard-
ing Osiris, Bunsen shows that he was represented as at
once the Son and Husband of his mother, and actually
bore as one of his titles of honour the name * Husband
of the Mother" (Bunsen, Vol. i, pp. 438, 439). This
serves to identify Osiris with Ninus who married his
own mother. There are many strong proofs that
Osiris was Nimrod or Ninus. In some of his forms
Osiris was represenied clothed in a leopard’s skin;
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and as il is a principle in every religion that the high
priest wears the insignia of the god whom he serves,
the Eg}'ptian high priest wore a leopard’s skin when
officiating on all important occasions. This article of
apparel was intended to commemorate some outstand-
ing event in connection with the god Osiris; for all
thie strange clothing and head-gear of the heathen gods
and priests ‘were signs or symbols intended to convey
some meaning to those who were educated to under-
stand them—that is, to the *initiated.” We who are
initiated into the mysteries of God's glorious plan of
the Ages (Mark 4 :11), have an understanding of the
symbolisins of the garments of the Jewish high priests.
The name Nimrod means literally * The subduer of
the leopard,” being derived from nimr “a leopard,”
and rad “to subdue.” In these ancient days much
significance was attached to names, as students of the
Bible are aware. Nimrod's name, therefore, implied
that his fame as a hunter rested mainly on the fact that
he had discovered the art of training the leopard to
aid him in hunting the other wild beasts. A particular
kind of leopard, named the cheetah, is used for hunting
in India even at this day. When we find that Osiris
and his priests are represented arrayed in leopard's
skins, we may be sure that deep meaning was attached
to this costume; we believe that it was intended to
convey to the initiates the understanding that their
god Osiris was in reality Nimrod, the renowned
“ Leopard-tamer.” It is well known that Nimrod or
Ninus, on becoming mighty, extended his dominion,
conquering Egypt, in addition to other countries.
Piutarch says there was a tradition among the
Egyptians that “ Osiris was black " (De Isid, et Os.,
Vol. ii, p. 359). As the Egyptians were dark people
themselves, the blackness of Osiris must have been
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mere than ordinary to have called for special com
ment. In his book of Plaies, Belzoni shows a colourec
drawing of the recognised figure of Osiris, which he
copied from the life-size paintings on the walls in one
of the tombs of the kings at Thebes (Plate V). The
face and hands of this figure are jet black. Wilkinson,
also, in his 6th volume, shows a figure of Osiris which
has the features of the negro ; and it is significant that
this negro-figure of Osiris is clothed in a leopard’s
skin, Professor C. Piazzi Smyth draws attention to
the unmistakable negro features of the great Sphinx
near the Pyramids of Gizeh, which idol is pronounced
to be a representation of Horus, the son of Osiris and
Isis. Horus, however, is only another form of Osiris.
This, then, is further identification of Osiris with
Nimrod, for Nimrod was black, being the son of Cush,
whose name signifies * black.” Ham, also, was black ;
he is the father of all the black races.

The Ethiopians were very black, and this people
were descendants of Cush. Eusebius says: " Chus was
he from whom came the Ethiopians " (Chronicon, Vol.
ii, p. 109). Josephus says the same. In the original of
Jer. 13:23, the word * Ethiopian” reads * Cushite,"—
“ Can the Cushite change his skin, or the leopard his
spots?" See also Gen. 2:13, margin.

Nimrod's Death the Foundational Theme of
Heathen Religlions.

There are many more proofs of the identification of
the Egyptian god Osiris with the Babylonian Nimrod,
but those we have mentioned will suffice for our
present purpose, namely, to gain information as to the
manner of Nimrod's death; for the account of the
death of Osiris is well known. Osiris met with a
violent death, and that violent death of Osiris was the
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ceniral theme of the whole idolatry of Fgypt. If
Osiris wits Nimnrod, as we have scen reason Lo believe,
that violent death of Osiris which the Egyptians so
pathetically deplored in their annual festivals, was just
the death of Nimrod.

The account of the death of Osiris as given in the
Egyptian Book of the Dead(a copy of which is frequently
101._1n_d entombed with mummies), is as follows: While
Osiris was absent on a certain occasion, his enemy,
who was named Sem, entered into a conspiracy with
72 of the leading men of Egypt to put Osiris to death.
The plot succeeded. Osiris was slain, and his body
was torn into 14 pieces which was scatfered through-
out the country. Isis greatly lamented her husband's
death, and searched about for the pieces of his body.
Wherever she discovered a piece, she buried it and
erected a shrine over it.

The Fatriarch Shem, and his CGodly Infiience
In the World.

Wilkinson shows (Vol. v, p. 17) that Sem was one
of the names of the primitive Egyptian Hercules,
who was said to have, by the power of God, foughi
and overcome the giants who had rebelled against
heaven. In plain language, this mythical tale simply
means that the Hercules Sem or Shem (see Luke 3:36),
the great opponent of idolatry, was enabled by the
power or spirit of God to so convince the tribunal of
72 supreme Judges of Egypt of the enormity of the
offence of Osiris or Nimrod, as to persuade them to
condemn and put that “ mighty one " or giant to death
and to send parts of his dismembered body to the
various cities as a solemn declaration in their name,
that * whosoever follows the example of Nimiod
(Osiris) shall meet with a like penalty.” In following
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t:his' course Shem was acting according to a recognised
judicial custom, instances of which are found in the
Scriptures (see Judges 19:29; and 1 Samuel 11:7).

Afterwards, the upholders of the idolatrous religious
system of Egypt stigmatised the leader of the *con-
spiracy " as Typho, or the “Evil One.” One of the
most noted names by which Typho was called, was
Seth (Epiphanius, Adv. Heres, lib. iii). The names
Seth and Shem are synonymous, both alike signifying
“The appointed one.”

This persuasive power of Shem, by which he caused
the great Nimrod to be condemned to death, was
symbolised by the tusks of a wild boar. We read in
Mythology that the god Adonis perished by the tusks
of a wild boar. Now Adonis is identical with the god
Tammuz, and Tammuz with Osiris (Kitio's IHustrated
Commentary, Vol. iv, p. 141 ; Wilkinson's Egyptians, Vol.
v, p. 3). In Egypt, the pig was the symbol of evil;
and as the horn is the ancient symbol of power, being
so recognised in Scriptures, the tusks in the mouth of
the male pig signifies that it was by the “ power of his
mouth " that the evil one, Seth, caused Adonis (Osiris)
to be put to death. In memory of this deed, the
peoples of many countries have caused countless boars
to lose their heads in sacrifice to the outraged god.
This explains why the boar’s or pig's head is even at
this day a recognised dish at the Christmas dinner in
Britain, though the reason for the custom has long
been forgotten. In India, a demon with a “boar's
face” is said to have gained such power through his
devotions, that he oppressed the * devotees™ or wor-
shippers of the gods, who had to hide themselves
(Moor's Pantheon, p. 19). Even in Japan there seems
to be a similar myth.

Thus the righteous Shem. blessed by Jehovah, has
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been stigmatised and misrepresented in all the heathen
religions of the world ; while the idolatrous Nimrod
who led men away from the true God, and who was
justly condemned to death because of his evil deeds,
has been exalted to the status of a god himself. This
turning of things upside-down, however, shall not
stand, for Jehovah shall now soon vindicate himself
on behalf of his righteous servants.

We are reminded here of what the Egyptian his-
torian Manetho wrote regarding the builders of the
Great Pyramid : " There came up from the East, in a
strange manner, men of an ignoble race, who had the
confldence to invade our country, and easily subdued
it by their power without a battle. All this invading
nation was styled Hyksos—that is, Shepherd Kings."”
He adds that this people afterwanrds departed for Judea
and built there a city named Jerusalem. The head of
these Shepherd Kings has been recognised as the
patriarch Shem, and Shem as Melchizedec, king of
Salem (Heb. 7:1, 2). It is certainly quite in keeping
with the exalted methods of this “ king of peace" tha:
he subdued the Egyptians without a battle, persuading
them only by the spirit or power of God to close
their idolatrous temples and do his bidding (see Great
Pyramid Passages, Vol. i, pars. 4-6). It shows how
wonderful was the godly influence which this venerable .
king and “ priest of the most high God " exercised in
the early stages of the * present evil world.” He was
indeed a fit type of Christ in the Millennial Age, whoin
God sware would be a *Priest forever after the order
of Melchizedec” (Psa. 110:4). In face of such greal
power for righteousness, one can see how the iniquity
instigated by Satan, the “god of this world," would
require to be very warily conducted. Hence the term
“mystery " or “secrel,” of inquity.
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The False “8eed of the Woman.”

~ When the mighty Nimrod was violently put to death
in the midst of his career, great indeed must have been
the lamentation among his followers. Semiramis
would, naturally, experience the greatest grief and
loss. She had shared with him his kingdom and glory,
but now all this honour had suddenly come to an end.
Semiramis, however, was a woman of unbounded
ambition, and she by no means intended to quietly step
aside without a bid for fame on her own account.
That she succeeded in making a name for herself is
fully attested by the pages of ancient history. A most
daring suggestion was advanced which she seized upon
and resolutely carried out—namely, that she should
claim that her dead son was none other than the
promised * seed of the woman " who had been destined
to bruise the serpent's head, and who, in doing so, was
to have his own heel bruised! Formerly her son had
been honoured as the mighty hunter and benefactor of
the world ; but though he was now dead she would
declare that he had risen and had been deifled, and
thus have him worshipped as a god!

We say that this bold scheme was suggested to
Semiramis, for who could have instigated such an
imposition except the *"father of lies"? That “old
serpent,” Satan, caused the fall of mankind through
his lying suggestion to Eve (Gen. 3:1-6), and he now
attempted to frustrate Jehovah's glorious plan of
redemption by introducing his false Messiah, a lying
counterfeit of the true. In consequence of this the
whole world has been led astray, and few indeed have
had the privilege of knowing God and Jesus Christ
whom He sent. Only those who have been initiated
into the mystery of God by means of the enlightening
action of the Holy Spirit, have been able to discern
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the true Messiah (Matl. 16: 15-17). We are rejoiced to
Lkoow that the time is not now far distant when he
poor deceived world will have its eyes opened and
recognise its true Redcemer, and when the people
will shout: “Lo, THIS is our God; we have waited
for him, and HE will save us ™ (Isa, 25:9). Satan hae
taken advantage of the religious element in man,
and by his blinding lies has directed the world's
worship to himself, becoming in very deed the * god
of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). He had said in his heart
*“1 shall be like the most High," and he sought to
follow out this desire in every possible way. But he
shall be “cut down to the ground " in the l.ord’s due
time (Isa. 14:12-17); and Jesus Christ, who did not
seek to be equal with God, but made himself of no
reputation and was obedient unto death, shall be
highly exalted and given a name which is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow
in adoration and worship (Philippians 3 : 6-11, Diaglott).
“ Exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high," is
the principle on which God works.

The patriarchs, and the ancient world in general,
were acquainted with the story of the temptation in
lsden, and they knew that the seed of the woman was
ultimately to destroy the tempter. Because of this,
and because of the innate wickedness of the hearts of
men (Jer. 17 :9), Satan was able to foist his counterfeit
“Seed of the woman " upon the world. We know that
this is so, for there is hardly a people on earth whose
myihological religion does not contain reference to
the “ Seed " bruising the head of the serpent. Refer-
ring to this phase of the religions of the heathen
countries, Wilkinson {Vol. iv, p. 395) says: “ The evi]
genius of the adversaries of the Egypiian god Horus
(Osiris in another form] is freguently flgured under
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the form of a snuke, whose head he is seen piercing
with a spear. The same fable occurs in the religion
of India, where the malignant serpent Calyia is slain
by Vishnu, in his avatar [incarnation] of Crishna.
The Scandinavian deity Thor was said to have
bruised the head of the great serpent with his mace.
The origin of this may be readily traced to the Bible.”
The Grecks, also, represented their god Apollo as
slaying the serpent Pytho ; and Humboldt shows that
the Mexicans had the same belief concerning their
god Teotl: “ The serpent crushed by the great spirit
Teotl, when he takes the form of one of the subaltern
deities, is the genius of evil—a real Kakod®mon"
(Mexican Researches, Vol. i, p. 228). When examination
is made of these various myths, it is found that in
almost every case the serpent-desiroying god dies as
the result of injuries received in the combat, thus
showing that the Pagans knew that it was by dying
that the promised Seed was to destroy the adversary.

In the above quotation from Wilkinson, it will be
noticed that he attributes to the Bible the knowledge
which the Pagans had of destroying the serpent as the
incarnation of evil; but he no doubt means that this
knowledge may be traced to the account of the temp-
tation in Eden, which afterwards appeared in the
Bible. The Bible as we have it, of course, did not
begin to be written till after the Exodus of the
Israelites from Egypt, 1615 B.c. Long before this
date (The Exodus was 857 years after the flood) the
false religions of Babylonia, Egypt, and the other
countries were fully set up, originating, as we have
said, with Semiramis and her followers. In the midst
of all this idolatry, however, the Lord always had his
faithful few—Noah, Shem, Abraham, and others being
specially mentioned. It was because the worship of
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the false Messiah was in full operation in Egypt
and in the other countries, that Jehovah repeatedly
warned his people, the Jewish nation, against follow-
ing them. Bowing down to “sticks and stones" was
in reality the worship of the dead. These images
enslaved the minds of those who served them, giving
a seeming actuality to beings who did not exist; for
the “gods"” whom they represented were in their
graves, and are still waiting for the resurrection in the
Millennial reign of Christ.

The “Image of Jealousy.”

We have already mentioned the fact that the popu-
lar subjects of worship in every nation have been the
* Mother and Son," images of whom were everywhere
set up. Even the Jewish nation was for a time guilty
of worshipping the Babylonian goddess with the false
Seed in her arms, for one of her images is evidently
referred to by Ezekiel (8:3) when he says: “ And the
spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven,
and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to
the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the
north ; where was the seat of the image of jealousy,
which provoketh to jealousy."” This image of the
* Mother and Son," erected as the result of the jealousy
of Satan against the coming true Seed of the woman,
provoked God to jealousy because it misdirected the
devotion of His people, to whom He had said: “Thou
shalt have no other gods before me. Thon shalt not
make unto thee any graven image. . . . Thou shalt not
bow down thyself to them nor serve them: for I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God" (Ex. 20:3-5). In
Egypt the “ Mother and Son " were worshipped as Isis
and Osiris, whose very names signify " the woman™
and "the seed": for Isis is the Greek form of H'isha,
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—ine woman; and Osiris is read on the Egyptian
monuments He-siri, —the seed.

The "Deificatlon” of Nimrod.

The mythical story in Egypt of the deification of
Nimrod by Semiramis is to the effect that Isis, who was
a great enchantress and had much knowledge of “magi-
cal ceremonies,” instructed Horus and a number of
his *followers ” to perform a series of operations in
connection with the burial of his father, which had the
effect of raising Osiris from the dead, and of establish-
ing him as king in Amenti, i.e., the * Hidden Place,” or
the other world (Fourth Sallier Papyrus in the British
Museum.—Although Horus was the son of Osiris, he
was merely another form of Osiris himself, being a
new incarnation of that god).

Thus, by following Satan's lie, that the dead are not
dead, Semiramis and her deluded followers caused
others to believe that Nimrod was not now dead, but
that he had been resurrected, and had become a god
and should be reverenced as such. But it is evident
that if this advanced form of idolatry was to become
established, it was indispensable that it should be in-
augurated in secret, and be operated with extreme
caution ; for the terror of execution, lately inflicted on
one so mighty as Nimrod, was too real to be ignored.
This, then, was the beginning of that iniquitous system
of “Mystery " which has been so far-reaching in its
desolating effects, and which the Lord used as a type
of that still greater “desolating abomination," the
mystic * Babylon the Great” of the Gospel Age.

The very nature of the *“Mpysteries” gave great
facilities for imposing on the senses of those who were
being “ initiated.” It is well known that magical arts
were invented by the Chaldeans. Epiphanius, after
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considering the evidences open in his day, pronounced
it as hII.S opinion that it was “Nimred that established
the sciences of magic and astronomy " (Adv. Heres, .
lib. i, tom. i, Vol. i, p. 7 ¢). All the fertile resources of
magic, therefore, were employed by Semiramis and
her intimate followers, to give colour to the lying
deceptions of those Mysteries of which she was the
originator. Buf notwithstanding all the care and pre-
cautions of the conductors of these ceremonies, enough
has leaked out to enable us to gain a clear insight into
their character.

Candidates for initiation were made to pass through
the ordeal of the confessional, and were required to
swear by binding oaths to maintain the secrecy of the
system they were desirous of entering. After thus
surrendering themselves implicitly to the priests, they
were anointed with “ magical ointments " which intro-
duced into their bodily systems such drugs as tended
io excite their imaginations and add to the power of
the indispensable intoxicating drinks, that they might
be prepared for the visions and revelations that were
about to be made to them. Wilkinson, describing the
experiences of those undergoing the process of initia-
tion, says: “ Strange and amazing objects presented
themselves. Sometimes the place they were in seemed
to shake around them ; sometimes it appeared bright
and resplendent with light and radiant fire, and then
again covered with black darkness, sometimes thunder
and lightning, sometimes fearful noises and bellow-
ings, sometimes terrible apparitions astonished the
trembling spectators™ (Egyptians, Vol. v, p. 326).
Then,at last,the great hidden god was revealed to them
in such a manner as to allay their fears and call forth
their admiration and blind affections. It was easy for
those who controlled the Mysteries, having discovered
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scientific secrets which they jealously preserved in
their own exclusive keeping, to give the ignorant
initiates what might seem ocular demonstraiion that
Nimrod who had been slain, and for whom such lamen-
tations had been made, was again alive, and now
encompassed with heavenly glory. Thus the whole
system of the secret * Mysteries" of Babylon intro-
duced by the help of magic (sham miracles), was
intended to glorify a dead man; and when once the
worship of one dead man was established, the worship
of many more was sure to follow.

In this way Nimrod became the *"father of the
gods,” being said to be the first of * deified mortals.”
As such he was worshipped under the titles of Kronos
and Saturn. Saturn was the god of the Mysteries, the
name itself signifying *the Hidden one.,” He was
revealed to the initiated, but hidden to all others.

The Identity of the Creek God Bacchus.

Another of the names under which the deified
Nimrod received honour was Bacchus. In Greece,
Bacchus was symbolically represented by a spotted
fawn, which animal was intended in the figurative
language of the Mysteries to coverily identify Bac-
chus with Nimrod. The name of the fawn in Greece
was “ Nebros,” which signifies *“the spotied one,”
while the name of Nimrod, as known to the
Greeks, was “Nebrod,” and is so translated in the
Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures—i.e., the
Septuagint. It will be remembered that Nimrod
gained much of his success as a hunter by training
the leopard to assist him in the chase. The skin of the
tawn was intended to suggest the spotted leopard.
The custom of wearing the skin of the fawn appears
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io have been imported from Assyria direct, for sone
sculptures excavated in Nineveh show a god bearing
a spotted fawn in his arm, in such a way as to indicate
that the animal is to be regarded as a symbol (Vaux's
Nineveh and Persepolis, chap. viii, p. 233). Leopards
were employed to draw the car of Bacchus; and he
himself was represented clothed with a leopard’s skin,
as were also his priests, although sometimes the skin
of the fawn was substituted.

The Greek Bacchus and his priesthood, therefore,
were in this respect similar to the Egyptian Osiris and
priesthood. Herodotus, the father of history, always
speaks of Osiris as being Bacchus (lib. ii, cap. 42), and
so also does Diodorus, who says: “Orpheus introduced
from Egypt the greatest par{ of the mystical cere-
monies, the orgies that celebrate the wanderings of
Ceres, and the whole fable of the shades below. The
rites of Osiris and Bacchus are the same ; those of Isis
and Ceres exactly resemble each other, except in
name " !Bibliotheca, 1ib. i, b. 9). This is an additional
proof that Bacchus and Nimrod are the same, for we
have already seen that Osiris was Nimrod.

The ivy, so conspicuous in all Bacchanalian ccle-
brations, was an express symbol of Nimrod. The
Greek word for ivy is “ Kissos"; and Kissos was one of
the titles of Bacchus (Pausanias, Attica, cap. 31, p. 78).
Now, the name of the descendants of Cush was pro-
nounced in Greece “ Kissioi” (Strabo, lib. xv, p. 691).
The ivy branch carried by the votaries of Bacchus,
therefore, signified to the initiated that Bacchus was
the “branch of Cush"—i.e., Nimrod, the son of Cush.
This also accounts for one of the titles of the Greek
god Apollo—" Kisseus Apollon.” It serves to identify
Apollo with Nimrod (among other proofs), meaning
literally " The Cushite Apollo."
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From Anacreon (p.298) we learn that another of the
titles of Bacchus was " Aithiopais,” which means " the
son of Ethiops." We have already pointed out that
the Ethiopians were descendants of Cush, and there-
fore Athiops must have been Cush himself. (See
Hab. 3.7, margin.)

The literal meaning of the name Bacchus is “the
lamented one,” being derived from Bakhah "to weep"”
or “lament."” Hesychius (p.179) says that among the
Phenicians “ Bacchos means weeping.” The Hebrew
word used in the Bible for weeping and lamenting is
Baca, or Bakah (See Psa. 84:6, where the word Baca
appears untranslated—* valley of Baca,” should read
“valley of weeping "). On certain mystical Bacchan-
alian festivals a spotted fawn was torn in pieces, and
great lamentations were made. Photius tells us the
significance of this ceremony : “ The tearing in pieces
of the nebroi [or spotted fawns] was an imitation of
the suffering in the case of Dionysus" or Bacchus
(Photius, Lexicon, pars. i, p. 291). Thus the great
lamentations which followed the violent death of
Nimrod (Nebrod), when his body was torn into 14
pieces by the judges of Egypt, was annually com-
memorated by the various nations. The backsliding
women of Israel wept for the death of the false
Messiah under the name of Tammuz, in memory of
the wailing of Semiramis for the death of Nimrod :
Ezek. 8:13, 14, reads: “ Turn thee yet again, and thou
shalt see greater abominations that they do. Then he
brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord's house
which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat
women weeping for Tammuz." It is significant that
these women sat at the north gate, the same place as
the seat of the “image of jealousy " mentioned in
verse 3. Tammuz is identifled with Osiris, and is
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therefore the same as Bacchus (Wilkinson's Egyptians,
Yol. v, b. 3; c. xiii, p. 10).

Whei Jesus, the true Messiah and Saviour of the
world, was being led to death, we read that the women
“bewailed and lamented him." But Jesus rebuked
themn and said: * Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not
for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your
children (Luke 23:27, 28).

The reason why Bacchus is commonly understood to
be the god of wine, drunkenness and revelry, is because
of the effect which the mysterious beverages and oint-
ments had upon his devotees. The uninitiated merely
saw ithe after effects, but did not understand the true
import of these Bacchanalian orgies, which were
claimed to be for * the purification of souls " (Servius,
in Georg. lib. i, Vol. ii. p. 197). The *elevating”
effect which the process of anointing, elc., had upon
the initiates of the false religions, is manifestly a
miserable counterfeit of the godly joy experienced by
those who, on being anointed with the Holy Spirit,
gain an understanding of the glorious truth as it shines
it the face of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 2:9-16). The
Apostle says: * Be not drunk with wine, wherein is
excess ; but be filled with the Holy Spirit; speaking
1o yourselves in psalms and hymuns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord "
‘Eph. 5:18, 19). To the worldly, the exhilarating and
joyful effect which the Holy Spirit has upon those who
newly come into the light of God's Truth, seems to be
the resuit of intemperate drinking, or due to insanity.
Many of us have had the experience of being thus mis-
judged. So also were the members of the early Church
at Pentecost misrepresented, some of the bystanders
mockingly saying : ** These men are full of new wine”
(Acts 2:1-18). But we care nothing for this, because
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we know that “the natural man receiveth not the
things of the spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2:14).

Not only was the anointing of the Holy Spirit
counterfeited by the false religions, but nearly every
virtue and exalted office was ascribed to the false
saviour of the world that belongs to Jesus Christ.
Without doubt this is the reason why Satan, the * god
of this world,” by counterfeiting the truth as nearly as
possible, has had so great hold upon the hearts of man-
kind. The Apostle says: “ The whole world lieth in
the wicked one.” We know that the great Papal
system, well-named Satan's Masterpiece, has been a
wonderful counterfeit of the glorious Millennial reign
of Christ; and now we see why it was denominated by
our Lord “Babylon the Great,"” because it was the
antitype of that iniquitous system which originated in
Babylon of old. Just as Satan {iried to frustrate
Jehovah's plan of redemption, by forestalling the Mil-
lennial reign of Christ with his false Papal Millennium,
during which the Popes have successively reigned as
king of kings, and lords of lords; so he also sought
to becloud the purpose of God by forestalling the
advent of Jesus Christ, by bringing in his false
Messiah. It was claimed that the death of Osiris
(that is, of Nimrod) was sacrificial, submitted to for
the benefit of the world.

Osiris the False Saviour.

The monuments of Egypt show that the worship of
(Osiris dates from the earliest times, and that he was
regarded as the " god-man who suffered, died, rose
again, and reigned eternally in heaven." He was the
“King of eternity, lord of the everlastingness, the
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prince of gods and men, the god of gods, king of kings,
lord of lords, prince of princes, the governor of the
world, whose existence is everlasting” (Papyrus of Ani,
Plate I, in the British Museum). Osiris was the god
who made men and women to rise from the dead, and
bestowed upon them everlasting life. He was the
resurrection itself (Guide to the Egyptian Collection in
the British Museum, p. 139).

We have already seen that, after the death and
mutilation of the body of Osiris, the man-god of
Egypt, by Seth (Shem), Horus the son of Osiris,
assisted by a number of beings who were called the
“followers of Horus," performed a series of magical
rites whereby the rejoining of the limbs of the god was
effected, and he revived. The Egyptians argued :
* Certain ceremonies were performed by Horus on the
body of Osiris, and he was mummified, and as a result
he rose to everlasting life ; we therefore will have the
same ceremonies performed over our dead bodies, that
we also may live again.” This seemed to have been
the reasoning which originated the practice of mum-
mification. The Egyptians firmly believed that if the
body was not preserved after death, future life was
impossible. They therefore endeavoured above all
things to insure that their mummies would have per-
fect protection, spending large sums of money on
intricate tombs, etec., so that it may truthfully be said
that this people expended more upon the dead than
upon the living. It demonstrates how * void of judg-
ment” they were, and how deceived by Satan ; for how
could the preservation of their poor bodies secure for
them a future life| We are reminded of the Apostle
Paul's ridicule of some who were evidently arguing
like the Egyptians: “Thou fool, thou sowest not that
body that shall be™!

2]



It is important to notice that in their elaborate
religious system, the idea of repentance never entered
the minds of the Egyptians. With them the com-
mission of sin was regarded merely as a breach of
the ritual law of the community, and could be atoned
for by certain payments, after which the law-breaker
considered himself free from all obligation, real or
moral. In the Coptic, which is the nearest to the
ancient language of Egypt, there is no word for
“repentance "; the translators were obliged to transfer
the Greek word itself into the Coptic version of the
New Testament. As all heathen religions are essenti-
ally the same, this manifests a vital difference between
them and the true religion; for repentance from sins is
the first step in the work of salvation, as declared by
the Apostle Peter when he addressed the assembled
Israelites in the temple : * Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out™ (Acts
3:19). The Papal Church follows the lead of its
ancient type in disannuling the need for repentance
from sins, and atonement by the blood, by instituting
*“indulgences " and the * sacrifices of the mass.”

Origin of the Yule Log and the
Christmas Tree.

One of the titles of the false Messiah was Baal-berith,
which means " Lord of the Covenant,” and as such he
is referred to in Judges 8:33—*" And it came to pass,
as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of
Israel turned again ... and made Baal-berith their
god.” It is now recognised that the 25th day of
December, although called “ Christmas-day,” is not the
true day of the birth of our Lord Jesus. The begin-
ning of October is more nearly correct for his birth
as a man, and April for his birth as a new creature,
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But the 25th day of December was originally ohserved
by heathen countries far and wide, in honour of the
supposed birth of their false Messiah (Wilkinson's
Egyptians, Vol. iv, p. 405) ; and it was in order to
conciliate them, and to swell the number of the nom-
inal adherents of Christianity (so called), that the
same festive-day was adopted by the Apostate Church,
giving it only the name of Christ. The Christmas-tree,
so common at this day, was equally common in Pagan
Rome and Pagan Egypt. This is the reason why
‘ Babylon the Great " adopted it, for there is no com-
mand in the Seriptures requiring the followers of
Christ to observe the day of his birth by Christmas-
tree celebrations. Briefly—the putting of the * Yule
log " into the fire on Christmas eve, and the appear-
ance next morning of the Christmas-tree laden with
gifts, represented the consuming of the great god who,
like the log, had been cut in pieces, and his after-birth
in newness of life as the “Branch of God,” or the
Tree that brings gifts to men. The Egypiians used
the palm for their Christmas-tree, but the people of
Pagan Rome used the fir, because the fir-tree covertly
symbolised the risen god as the Baal-berith of old
Babylon ; for Baal-berith—* Lord of the Covenant,”
c}iﬂers only one letter from Baal-bereth—* Lord of the
ir-tree,”

The CGod Saturn, and Bull Worship.

The mystical symbol of Osiris was the young Apis
bull or calf, Apis being another name for Saturn, the
hidden one. The Apis bull was also known as Hap,
which in the Egyptian language means * to conceal.”
In the Chaldean language Hap means “to cover”
{Guide to the Egyptian Collection in the British Museum,
p. 131). We now see why the Jewish nation made
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and worshipped the image of a calf soon after leaving
Egypt under Moses, clalming that this was the god
who had delivered them out of bondage, meaning, of
course, that Osiris whom the calf represented was the
god. A figure of the Apis bull in a covering resem-
bling the spotied skin of the leopard, is illustrated by
Col. Hamilon Smith (Biblical Cyclopeedia, Vol. i, p.
368). Attention has already been drawn to the
significance of the leopard's skin, which identifies
Osiris with Nimrod, the *subduer of the leopard.”
Isis was represented by a cow, called the cow of
Athor, which is well-known to be a spotted cow
(Wilkinson, Vel. iv, p. 387, and Vol. vi, Plate 36).
The bull was the express symbol of Nimrod, being
the hieroglyphic which showed him as the “ mighty
one"” and *“lord of the chase.” In Assyria the word
for “bull " signifies also a “ruler " or * prince ;" and it
was for this reason that the mighty kings of Babylonia
and Assyria, who succeeded and imitated Nimrod the
first king, were represented by great human-headed
bulls. These bulls, also, have wide-expanding wings,
to show that not only was the king himself a mighiy
one, but that he had *“mighty ones" under his com-
mand. Nimrod and his followers are the mighty ones
ur “ giants " who are spoken of in Mythology as having
“rebelled against heaven.” The Hebrew word for
“mighty one"” in Gen.10:8 is “ Gheber " (this same
word is translated “ giant™ in Job 16:14). A synonym
for Gheber is “Abir”; but * Aber,” pronounced nearly
the same as Abir, is the word for “ wing.” Thus,
“Baal-abirin" means *“Lord of the mighty ones,”
while * Baal-aberin™ means * lord of the wings,” or
“winged one.” (The word abir occurs in Judges
5:22,—" the pransings of their mighty ones ;" while aber
is found in Isa. 40:31,—*They shall mount up with
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=ings a3 eagles.") There is allusion to the “wings"
of an Assyrian king in Isa. B:G-3.

As the horn is the ancient symbol of power, these
Assyrian bulls, though human-headed, nevertheless
show horns curving round their headgear. The reason
why the horn is used as a symbol of kingly authority
and power appears, from certain sculptures discovered
by Layard when excavating Babylon, to be directly
owing to Nimrod's prowess as a great hunter. In a
woodcut in his Nineveh and Babylon, page 605, Layard
shows the Assyrian Hercules (that is, “ Nimrod the
Giant " as he is called in the Septuagint version of
Genesis) without weapons attacking a bull. Having
conquered the bull, he sets its horns on his head as a
trophy of victory, an evidence of his great power in
being able to overcome so strong an animal. Thus
crowned he is now represented as encountering a lion,
the king of beasts. This accounts for the ancient cus-
tom among Eastern nations of kings and chiefs wear-
ing horns on their heads as evidence of their power
and authority (Smith's Bible Dictionary, Art, “ Horn").

The Satyrs and the Cod Pan.

In the Armenian version of the Chronicle of Eusebius,
Ninus stands first in the list of Assyrian kings. This
agrees with the Scriptural notice of Nimrod, who is
said to have been the flrst to become mighty, and to
have had the first kingdom. According to Pherecydes,
Kronos or Saturn was “the first before all others that
ever wore a crown" (Tertullian, De Corona Militis,
cap. 7, Vol. ii, p. 85). Here is therefore an additional
proof that Kronos or Saturn was Nimrod. It explains
why the Greek Bacchus was represented as wearing
horns, and why he was frequently addressed by the
epithat of * Bull-horned " (Orphic Hymns: Hymn U, To
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Trictericus, Greek, p. 117). Apollo, whom we h
seen is likewise identifled with I%imrod. is addreessicﬂz
the Orphic Hymns, as the “Two-horned god"™ (Hymn
to Apolle). The companions of Bacchus were called
Sat}jrs. angl are said to have “danced along with him "
(£lian Hist., p. 22). The Satyrs were horned gods :
and knowing the identity of Bacchus, it is easy to
see that his companions the Satyrs were really the
“mighty ones™ over whom Nimrod was lord. It is
generally agreed that the god Pan was the head of the
Satyrs. Now, Satyr is just another form of the word
Satur or Saturn—"the Hidden one."” Pan was there-
fore the first of the Satyrs or hidden ones. When
Nimrod or Osiris was put to a violent death as the
result of the judicial condemnation of the 72 leading
men, it produced great terror among his followers who
immediately hid themselves, hence the derivation of
the word pan-ic,—extreme or sudden fright. Refer-
ring to the effect which the slaying of Osiris by Typho
(Seth or Shem) had upon his followers, Plutarch says:
*“The first who knew the accident that had befallen
their king, were the Pans or Satyrs who lived about
Chemmis; and they, immediately acquainting the
people of the news, gave the flrst occasion to the
name of Panic Terrors " (de Isid. s. 13).

Dev!l Worship.

It is from the name Kronos that the English word
“Crown" is derived ; and the familiar spiked crown
which adorns the heads of European monarchs still
conveys the idea of the horns of the ancient
Eastern kings. Plutarch says that *“the Romans
luoked upon Kronos as a subterranean and infernal
god" (Vol. ii, p. 266). In Ausonius, also, we read
that * Saturn is not among the celestial, but the
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infernal gods " (Eclog. i, p. 156). Pluto, also, is called
the * god of hell”; and this name has the same sig-
nificance as Saturn, meaning “ the Hidden one "; for
Pluto is derived from Lut “to hide." which with the
Egyptian definite article prefixed becomes “P'Lut.”
Both Wilkinson (Vol. iv, p. 63), and Bunsen (Vol. i,
pp. 431, 432) show that Osiris in Fgvpt was the “king
of hades,” or Pluto. Hades, as we all know, is the
‘“hidden state.” Actually, however, Pluto or Saturn
was none other than the incarnation of the Devil, who
hid himself under the disguise of the serpent when he
caused the fall of man in the garden of Eden, and who
has hidden himself from the world ever since under
his refuge of lies. It is curious that the popular
representation of the Devil, with the horns, hoofs and
tail, is exactly the appearance of the black Nimrod
when he is depicted in the sculpture encountering
the lion ; for in that hieroglyph he wears not only the
two horns of the bull over which he had previously
rained victory, but its hind legs and tail as well !
“Auld Hornie " is the popular name by which the Devil
was known in Scotland in the older days. The Satyrs,
also, were half animals, having the hind legs and tail
of the goat in addition to the horns. The connection
of the goat-like Satyrs with the Devil is borne out by
the Hebrew word sa'vr. This Hebrew word is trans-
lated as he-goat in 2 Chron. 29:23,—* They brought
forth the he-goat [sa'yr] for the sin-offering "; as devils
in Lev. 17:7,—" And they shall no more offer their
sacrifices unto devils” [sa'yr]; and as satyrs in Isa.
13:21—* Babylon . . . shall be as when God over-
threw Sodom and Gomorrah ... and satyrs [sa'yr]
shall dance there.”

The system of the “ Mysteries" demanded that all
its ritual, etc., should be kept carefully secret, Every-
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thing in connection with them was symbolical and had
a hidden mweaning, and the initiates were not allowed
on pain of death to divulge their real nature. Herod-
otus, who was initiated in the Mysteries of Egypt,
makes this apparent when he refers to the goai-like
appearance of the god Pan. He says: “It is not that
they [the initiates] believe he [Pan] really had that
form; they think him like the other gods; but the
reason [of his goat-like appearance] being connected
with religion, I am not at liberty to explain it"
(Birch's Wilksnson, Vol. iii, p. 186). The * hidden
things of darkness,” however, are now being made
manifest in this enlightening day (ithe beginning of the
Millennium}), and we know that the mystic reason for
the goat part of the Satyrs is connected with their
panic and their sudden flight to hide themselves on
hearing of the violent death of their chief; for “Berkha,”
the word for “ fugitive,” signifies also “ he goat." One
of the epithets of the god Pan, the head of the Satyrs,
was Capricornus, which means *“ goat-horned.”

Origin of Sun and Fire Worship.

The Chaldean name for Nimrod, the son of Semir-
amis, was Zero-ashta, from zero *the seed,” and
ashta “ the woman." But the word Ashta also means
“the fire,” so that Zero-ashta, “the seed of the
woman,"” became Zeroastes or Zoroaster, the well-
known name of the head of the fire-worshippers. In
general history the Zoroaster of Baciria is most
frequently referred to; but the voice of antiquity is
clear and distinct 1o the effect that the first and great
Zoroasier was an Assyrian or Chaldean, and that he
was the founder of the idolatrous system of Babylon,
and therefore Nimrod (Suidas, tom. 1, p. 1133). After
his death the deified Nimrod was fabled to have been
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“horn from the fire"—Zero-ashia, the “seed of the
fire "—and as such he was revered as the great sun-
god Baal. Theophilus of Antioch informs us that
Kronos, which as we have seen was one of the titles
ol the deified Nimrod, was in the East worshipped
under the names of Bel and Bal (Clericus, De Philo-
sophia Orientals, lib. i, sect. ii, cap. 37).

Nimrod was the first Babylonian king, and there-
fore the title Molech is primarily applied to him, for
* Molech " means “Lking.” We thus perceive why the
Scriptures indicate Molech (or Moloch) to be the ter-
rible god of fire, the earthly representative of Baal the
sun-god. In Jeremiah 32:35, we read: "“And they
built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley
of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their
daughters to pass through the fire to Molech ; which I
commanded them not, neither came it into my mind,
that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah
to sin.” It was claimed that the act of passing through
the fire was for the purpose of purifying, and this
probably reconciled the parents who sacrificed their
children to Molech. They were under the delusion
that the fire that consumed the little ones also perfected
them, and made them meet for the future life. The
god Tammuz, who is identified with Nimrod, and for
whom the women of Israel lamented annually (Ezek.
8:14), is really connected with fire-worship and with
the thought of purification therefrom, for the name
Tammuz is derived from tam, " to perfect,” and mus,
*“to burn"—to make perfect by burning. This, no
doubt, is the origin of the imaginary place called
Purgatory, the fire of which is supposed by Papacy to
be necessary to perfect men's sculs, and to purge away
the sins they carry with them into the unseen world !
The error, of course, naturally arose through credulous
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belief in Satan’s lie at the beginning, namely, that
there is no real death, but that the soul is independent
and immortal, and continues to live in the spirit
world after the death of the body. Those who believe
the truth of God are shielded from so greal an error,
and know that the dead shall remain in their graves
till the glorious resurrection morning. How deceived
the poor world has been |

In Jeremiah 19:5, 6, we read: “ They have built also
the high place of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for
burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not,
nor spake it, neither came it into my mind. There-
fore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that this
place shall no more be called ' Tophet,’ nor ‘The
valley of the son of Hinnom," but ‘The valiey of
slaughter."” The name “ Tophet" given to the valley
of Hinnom, or Gehenna as it is called in the New
Testament, is derived from teph, which in Isa. 30:32 is
translated * tabrets,” i.e.,, drums. By the noise of
tabrets or drums the priests of Baal sought to drown
the cries of the children who were being offered in
sacrifice to the terrible Molech. Because of this
abomination the Lord cursed the valley of Hinnom,
and in recognition of that curse Jesus spoke of the
valley as flguratively representing the symbolical
“lake of fire and brimstone,” the second death, into
which Satan and all who follow him shall be cast
at the end of the Millennial reign of Christ.

This retribution upon Satan, the author of the
cruel worship of Molech, seems to be foretold in Isa.
30:27-33 under cover of the Assyrian king Nimrod,
whom we have seen was the direct representative of
the Devil, The passage reads: * Behold, the name of
the Lord cometh from far, burning with his anger, and
the burden thereof is heavy : his lips are full of indig-
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nation, and his tongue as a devouring fire . . . For
through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian be
beaten down, which smote with a rod . . . for Tophet
[the valley of Hinnom or Gehenna] is ordained of old ;
yvea for the king it is prepared; he hath made it
deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much
wood ; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brim-
stone, doth kindle it.”

Just as the valley of Gehenna, which runs along the
south side of Jerusalem, is used in the Scriptures as a
symbol of the second death from which there will not
be a resurrection, so the valley of Jehoshaphat or
Kedron, which runs along the east side of the city, is
used as a symbol of the first or Adamic death, from
which a resurrection is assured because of the ransom-
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The Jews, and also the
Mohammedans, greatly desire t0 be buried in this
valley, for they believe that the resurrection and final
judgment will take place here (see Joel 3:1, 2, 12-14).
The valley of Jehoshaphat is probably the “ valley of
dry bones " referred to by Ezekiel (chapter 37).

The story of the trial of the prophets of Baal by
Elijah (1 Kings 18:17-40) indicates how firmly estab-
lished the worship of Baal was at that time in Israel.
Elijah came boldly forward and cried: “How long
halt ye between two opinions? If Jehovah is God,
follow him ; but if Baal, then follow him.” The test
proposed by Elijah as to who was the true God,
Jehovah, or Baal, was to be an answer by fire ; and the -
people agreed that this would be a proper {est, because
Baal was the sun or fire-god, and what could be more
reasonable than to expect an answer by fire from,him?
The test vindicated the name of Jehovah, and the 450
priests of Baal were slain. Elijah's fearless action in
thus ridding the land of Baal-worshippers was one of
T,

-,
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incalculable blessing to the people. The worship of
Baal was an even more horrible religion than is im-
plied by presenting children as burnt-offerings to him;
for just as it was required in the Mosaic law that the
priests should eat of part of the animals offered in
sacrifice by the people (see Num. 18:9, 10), so the
priests of Baal ate part of the human sacrifices offered
to their fire-god Molech | This shows the true deriva-
tion of the name given in the English tongue to
devourers of human flesh, for the Chaldean word for
“the priests" is cahna, so that Cahna-Bal, that is,
“Priest of Baal,” became cannibal. It is common
knowledge that the priests of the sun-worshippers of
ancient Mexico were cannibals.

How rejoiced the poor groaning creation will be
when Christ, the true “ Sun of Righteousness,” shali
arise with healing in his wings (Mal. 4:2). What a
contrast to that cruel “sun™ of all unrighteousness,
which arose with death in his wings | Malachi's allu-
sion to the “wings™ of the sun is evidently derived
from the well-known symbol of the sun-god in Egypt
and Assyria. Above the doors of the ancient temples
and tombs in these countries, there is usually to be
seen a representation of the sun-god, in the form of
a round disc with wide-spread wings.

Along with the sun as the great fire-god, the serpent
was connected. Owen says: “In the Mythology of
the primitive world, the serpent is universally the
symbol of the sun" (Owen, apud Davies's Druids, in
note, p. 437). In Egypt the commonest sign for the
sun, or sun-god, is a disc with a serpent around it
(Bunsen, Hieroglyphics, Vol. i, p. 497). The original
reason for the connection of the serpent with the sun
appears to have been that, as the physical world
receives its light from the sun, so the serpent was held

39



to have been the great enlightener of the spiritual
world, by giving mankind the knowiedge of good and
evil. This, of course, like all idolatry, is an absolute
-perversion of the truth; but it serves to identify the
sun-god with Satan. In Rev. 12:3, Satan is called a
“ great red dragon,” or “ flery serpent” (see Diaglott,
and compare with verse 9). Pausanius informs us
that “the dragon with the Greeks was only a large
snake" (lib. ii, Corinthiaca, cap. 28, p. 175).

Semiramls worshipped under varlous names.

Just as Nimrod was regarded as the sun, and was
given the title Baal, or “lord of heaven” (for the
word Baal means lord), so Semiramis, when she was
likewise * deifled,” received worship as the Moon,
the " Queen of heaven." Now, according to Athena-
coras and Lucian, Semiramis was worshipped as
Astarte, the Syrian goddess (Legatio, Vol. ii, p. 179;
De Dea Syria, Vol. iii, p. 382). This Syrian goddess
was also known as Ishtar {Layard's Nineveh and Baby-
lon, p. 629) ; and it is from Ishtar that the word Easter
is derived (see 1912 Watch Tower, p.144)., Smith's Bible
Dictionary, under the article * Ashtoreth,"” says:
* From the connection of this goddess with Baal or
Rel we should naturally conclude that she would be
found in the Assyrian Pantheon, and in fact the name
Ishtar appears to be clearly identifled in the list of
the great gods of Assyria. There is no reason to
doubt that this Assyrian goddess is the Ashtoreth [or
Ashtaroth] of the Old Testament and the Astarte of
the Greeks and Romans ... It is certain that the
worship of Astarte became identifled with that of
Venus (or Aphrodite).”

J.ayurd stales that in the Syrian temple of Hierapolis,
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Agtarte " was represented standing on a lion, crownad
willl towers"” (Nineveh and its Remains, Vol ii, p. 456).
The name Astarte itself means *the woman that made
towers,” being composed of two words: “ Asht-tart.”
Asht is the word for woman ; and it is generally agreed
that the last syllable “tart” comes from the Hebrew
verb “ Tr,” which means both *to go round,” and *to
be round."” From this is derived the Greek word
“turit,” and its English equivalent *turret,” a round
tower. Asht-turit, therefore, which is the same as
*“ Ashtoreth ” of the Hebrew, is literally “the woman
that made the tower" or emncompassing wall. Ovid
mentions that Semiramis was currently believed to
have *“surrounded Babylon with a wall of brick "
(Ovid, Opera, Vol. iil; Fasti, iv, 219-221). But there is
no need to give all the credit of building the battle-
ments of Babylon to Semiramis; the reason why she
gained the honour of fortifying the city was because
she in the long run became foremost in the esteem of
the ancient idolators, and thus had attributed to her
every virtue and characteristic that properly belonged,
or was imagined to have belonged, to her son Ninus.
She was also worshipped as Rhea or Cybele, the
“ Mother of the gods " (Paschal, Chronicle, Vol. i, p. 65),
and as such is always represented as wearing a mural
or turreted crown on her head. In this respect the
Ephesian Diana exactly resembled Rhea, for Diana
was likewise a tower-bearing goddess. Now, the
Ephesian Diana is expressly identified with Semi-
ramis; for Semiramis is the same as the goddess
Artemis, and it is well known that Artemis was Diana
(Layard, Nineveh and its Remains, Vol. ii, p. 480, note).
The Roman Diana was a huntress bearing a quiver
of arrows. In this character she was the complement
of Nimrod the “ mighty hunter.”
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The universal adoration of the “deified " Semiranis
under various names and titles by the Easteru nations, is
prominently drawn to our attention in Acts 19:23-41.
*“Great is Diana of the Ephesians” the multitude
shouted, “ whom all Asia and the world worshippeth.”
It is a remarkable fact that this great goddess iseven
now worshipped in our very midst in the person of the
Papal " Queen of heaven,”the so-called Virgin Mary,
whose image is set up everywhere | A favourite image
of the Romish Virgin Mary shows her standing on a
large sphere, which is coloured blue, and spangled
with stars. On her head rests a heavy gold crown.
The globe is intended to symbolise the blue vault of
lieaven, while the crowned woman herself, apparently,
represents the moon as the Queen of heaven, that is,
Astarte or Ashtoreth. By her side she holds the child
who is also crowned, and who stands on a smaller
star-spangled blue globe. In this connection he
evidently represents the sun, the king or lord of heaven,
that is, Baal (remember that the word Baal means
Lord). Another familiar figure of the Papal * Mother
of god" shows her standing on clouds (sometimes a
sphere), one foot treading on a serpent's head, and
with the crescent of the moon at her feet. The cres-
cent of the moon is the well-known sign of Astarte or
Ashtoreth, the horns of Lhe moon's crescent covertly
suggesting her power as Queen of heaven. Papacy
maintains that it was not the seed of the woman, but
the woman herself, who was to bruise the head of the
serpent. Regardless of the laws of grammar the
Aposiate church renders God's condemnation of the
serpent : “ She shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise her heel.” In this the goddess of * Babylon the
Great” is only fashioned after her type in ancient
Babylon, for though it was originally claimed that
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Nimrod had crushed the head of the serpent, his
mother was latterly given the glory of having done
this great deed (Diodorus, Bibliotheca, lib, ii, p. 70;
Smith's Classical Dictionary, p. 320). Although In the
first instance Semiramis derived her exalted position
from the Divine character attributed to the child in her
arms, she ultimately practically eclipsed her son. So
also in “ Babylon the Great" it is the Madonna who
receives all the adoration, and to whom petitions are
generally addressed. What a satire, to think that the
poor world has been so blinded by Satan, that it has
been deceived into worshipping a woman who is non-
existent! Well did the Lord forbid his people to make
and bow down to images, “ which see not, nor hear,
nor know " (Dan. 5:23; Psa. 115:4-8). It would be
difficult to understand how so great a delusion could
have become universal, were it not that we are aware
that Satan is the * god of this world,"” and that along
with him are legions of demons, who have sought to
impersonate the dead in various ways, bolstering up
Satan's lie that there is no death (Gen. 3:4). In Psa.
106:37 we are told that the Jews, in serving Baal or
Molech, had really “sacrificed their sons and their
daughters unto devils "—demons ; and in Psa. 96:5 we
read : “ For all the gods of the nations are demons "
(Septuagint version). The Apostle Paul, in 1 Cor.
10:20, says: “But I say, that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils "—demons.

origin of Star Worship.

The worship of the stars by the idolatrous nations
was as prevalent as the worship of the Sun and Moon.
Mythology identifies Nimrod and Semiramis with cer-
tain constellations. From Persian records we are
expressly assured that Nimrod, after his death, was
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" deifiled " by the name of Orion, the mighty hunter,
and “ placed among the stars" (Paschal Chronicle, tom.
1, p. 6%). 'The constellation Virgo is admitted by the
most learned astronomers to have been dedicated to
Ceres, who as we have seen was identical with the
Egyptian Isis, and was therefore the same as Semir-
amis the Babylonian goddess (Dr. John Hill, in his
Urania; and Mr. A, Jamieson, in his Celestial Atlas
{see Landseer's Sabean Researches, p. 201). All the signs
of the Zodiac, and the other constellations and stars
were associated with various gods, and incidents in
connection with them, by the Chaldean astrologers
The Lord specially commanded the Israelites to onno
account worship images, the sun or moon, or the stars,
because of the degrading influence it would have upon
them, even as it had upon the heathen nations, In
Duet. 4:15-19, we read: " Take ye therefore good heed
unto yourselves, . . . lest ye corrupt yourselves, and
make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure,
the likeness of male or female, the likeness of any
beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged
fowl that flieth in the air, the likeness of any fish that
is in the waters beneath the earth ; and lest thou lift
up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the
sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of
heaven, shouldst be driven to worship then, and serve
them.” Yet the Jewish people frequently disregarded
the Lord's command. In 2 Kings, chapters 22 and 23,
we read how king Josiah, after having heard the words
of the newly discovered book of the law of Moses,
cleared the land of this idolatry: “ He put down the
idolatrous priests . . . them also that burned incense
unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the
twelve signs or constellations [f.e., the Zodiac, the
invention of the Chaldeans], and to all the host of
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heaven" (2 Kings 23:5, margin). This identification
of their gods and goddesses with the stars by the
Babylonians is a counterfeit of the true *deifled
mortals,” Jesus Christ and the glorified Church ; for we
read in 1 Cor. 15:41, 42—" There is one glory of the
sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory
of the stars : for one star differeth from another star
in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.”

_ origin of the Fish-God Dagon.

The Lord's warning to his people not to make an
image of anything in the likeness of a fish, would
imply that such was possible. Professor Layard in
his excavations at Nineveh discovered sculptured
figures of a fish-god, which he identified with Dagon,
the flsh-god of the Philistines, who borrowed it from
the Babylonians (Nineveh and Babylon, pp. 343, 350).
In 1 Sam. 5:1-5, we read that the Philistines placed
the captured ark of God in the house of their god
Dagon. The next morning they found Dagon fallen
upon of his face to the earth before the ark of the
Lord. They set Dagon up in his place again; but:
“when they arose early on the morrow morning,
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground
betore the ark of the Lord; and the head of Dagon
and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon the
threshold ; only the fishy part of Dagon was left to him.
Therefore neither the priest of Dagon, nor any that
come into Dagon's house, tread on the threshold of
Dagon in Ashdod unto this day " (see margin). In
passing we draw attention to Zeph. 1.9—"In the same
day also will I punish all those that leap over the thres-
hold” (rR.v.). The Philistines leaped over the threshold
on which their god Dagon had lost his head and hands ;
and it appears from Zephaniah that some among the
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Jews who had forsaken the Lord were worshipping
Dagon, and were leaping over the threshold in def-
ference to him! Berosus, describing this fish-god, says
that “its body was that of a fish, but under the head
of the fish was that of a man, and to its tail were
Joined a woman’s feet (Cory's frag., p. 30). From
Layard's sculptures we notice that the figure had also
handq.. Now, what could have suggested such a
peculiar combination of man and fish? And what
could have induced the Babylonians to set up so
strange an object in a temple to worship as a god 7
When we remember that an image is a hieroglyphic,
that every feature of it is intended to convey to the
beholder some message, or suggest some attribute
concerning the god whom the image represents, we
can perceive that this fish-god deseribed a man who
had been in some respects like a fish. It appears that
not only were Nimrod and Semiramis raised to the
status of god and goddess in the Mysteries, but that as
Father (Kronos) and Mother (Rhea) of the gods, they
were the forerunners of numerous other “deified
mortals."

The fish-god Dagon could not have represented
anyone more perfectly than Ham (or possibly Noah),
for did not this man live through the waters of ihe
flood which destroyed all “in whose nostrils was the
breath of life™? In this respect, then, he was like a
fish, because we do not read that fish were destroyed
in the deluge (Gen. 7:21, 22). Without doubt this is
the origin of that mythical creature called the mer-
maid and the merman.

The great apostate church of the Gospel Age, true
to its Babylonish origin, has actually adopted this
fish-god in its ritual ; for the pope on certain occasions
manifests by his head-gear that he is the direct re-
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presentative of Dagon. As it was an indispensable
rule in all idolatrous religions that the high priest
should wear the insignia of the god he worshipped, so
the sculptures discovered by Layard show that the
priests of Dagon were arrayed in clothing resembling
a fish. This is probably the “ strange apparel " refer-
red to in Zeph. 1:8. Berosus tells us that in the image
of Dagon the head of the man appeared under the
head of the fish, while Layard points out that in the
case of the priests “ the head of the fish formed a
mitre above that of the man, while its scaly, fan-like
tail fell as a cloak behind, leaving the human limbs
and feet exposed” (Babylon and Nineveh, p. 343). We
have evidence that at a later period the Pagan priests
dispensed with the body of the fish, and used the head
alone like a cap (Bryant, Vol. v, p. 384). The gaping
jaws of the fish's head, surmounting the head of the
man, is the exact appearance of the two-horned mitre
of the pope, or of a Papal bishop at this day! Mr. A.
Trimen, a distinguished London architect and author,
found that on a certain occasion every year the
Chinese Emperor, as Pontifex Maximus of his nation,
wears a mitre which is the very counterpart of the
Papal mitre (Hager, on Chinese Hicroglyphics, B.
xxxv, in the British Museum).

Thus we see the far-reaching influence of that
idolatrous system set up in ancient Babylon. That
“Mystery of Iniquity" has indeed deceived all the
world so that, as the Scriptures truly say, the nations
have been made drunken or mad. But the followers
of God and Christ are not deceived; they are not
ignorant of Satan’s devices, for * he that is spiritval
discerneth all things, yet he himself is discerned of no
man.” The “Mystery of Godliness ” cannot be pene-
trated except by those who are initiated through the
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anointing of the Holy Spirit. * Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of [the
natural] man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto
us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things,
vea, the deep things of God.” Let us be thankful
if we dwell in the “secret place of the Most High.”
It is given to very few to be allowed to know God and
Jesus Christ 'vhom He sent. We recall the words of
Jesus, related in Matthew 11:25, 26—*“1 thank thee,
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thon hast
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it
seemed good in thy sight.” Can we be certain that
- we are of those who are initiated in the mysteries of
God ? Yes; for the Apostle John says: “ We know
that we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren.” *“Beloved, let us love one
another: for love is of God; and every one that
loveth is begotten of God, and knoweth God.”

And now, it any desire further information regard-
ing the *“ Mystery " of God’s glorious Plan of the Ages,
and its great counterfeit the *Mystery of Iniquity,” we
refer yvou to the volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
issued by the “ Watch Tower Bible and Tract Soclety "
{Address: 34 Craven Terrace, Lancaster Gate, London,
W.: or 13 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, N.Y., U.S.A.); and
also to the Rev. Alex. Hislop’s work entitled: The
Tivo Babylons.
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upder sven a dim light from the Lecturer’s table-lantern. The ﬂ;:n
graphs are numbered and titled to correspond with the Lantern Slides.

e numerous photographs and diagrams, of which there are over two
dozen, illustrate text of the lesture, so that, while primarily arranged
to accompany the tern Slides noticed above, the general reader will
find the perusal of Its pages both Interesting and Instructive. The
subject-matter ls continuous from start to finish, and gives a connected
description of the monument and its wonderful symbolisms. In sizs, Il
measures lZ}-Iln. by 10-in., with 28 pages and cover. On the cover s 2
eoou.nx;

beautif picture of the Pyramid. Write for a sample copy
at 1/6 ceats).
Address orders te:

MORTON EDCGAR, ss4 West Regent Street, Glasgow, Scotland



Great Pyramid Chart

This chart isdrawn true toscale from actual measurements taken inthe
Pyramid by Dr. John Edgar and his brother, Morton Edgar, during 1909
and 1912. It is the only diagram of this monument which has the accur-
ate length of the Descending Passage, and the correct dimensions of the
building generally. It can be procured in three sizes, but the 4} feet by
3 feet size, printed on cloth, which contains thirty-nine small inset
diagrams giving minute dimensions of every part of the Pyramid, as well
as the figures of the chief lime-measurements, and also certain impor-
tant scientific information, is specially recommended. *

The price of the 4§ feet by 3 feet sise, printed on cloth, is 5/6, or
$1.35 per copy.

Small size, 3 fect by 2 feet, on paper, single copy, 6d., or 12 cents; five
copies, 4d., or 8 cents per copy ; ten or more copies, 3d., or 6 cenls per

copy.
* Printed on cloth, 2/6, or 60 cenis per copy; five cepies, 2/3, or 5§
cents per copy; ten or mera copies, 2/-, or 50 ceuts per eopy.

Special large size, suitable for lectaring from in large halls, 10§ feet by
7 feet, hand painted on cloth, coloured, 35/-, or #8.58 per copy.

Chronological Chart

This chart of the chronology and time-features of the Bible is thai
which appears in the " Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society's "' Bible.
It is clearly printed, and proves most helpful to an understanding of the
"limes and seasons.” [t is fully explained in Vol. II. of the work en-
titled ' Great Pyramid Passages.’

4] feet by 3 feet, on cloth, 5/-, or $1.25 per copy.

18-in. by 12-in., on art paper, bound with metal top and bottom for
hanging on wall, 4d., er 8 cents per copy; six or more copies, 3d. or
6 cents per copy.

1-in. by 4§-in., stiff art card, twelve copies, 8d., or 18 cents.
Post-card size, for correspendence, fifty copies, 1/9, or 45 cents.

Address orders to :
MORTON EDUAR, 224 West Regent Street, Qlasgow, Scetland
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Mythology and the Bible (Par O;te)

By Morton Edgar (Glasgow)

I'I‘ MAY be asked: What possible connection
is there between Mythology and the Biblet
The Bible is “the Word of Truth”; but is not
a myth an untruth?

Notice, however, that many of the ancieat
mythical tales have a substratum of historieal
fact. Much in them that appears fabulous and
nonsensical on the surface, proves on careful
investigation to have a hidden meaning.

That the ancient nations of Baby!" Egypt,
Greece, and others, were highly civilized is
demonstrated by the remains of their wonder-
ful architecture, the style of which cannot be
improved upon even by the advanced nations
of our day. Such cultured people must have
had some reason, satisfactory to themselves, to
induce them to worship their mythical gods.
The Bible throws light upon this question;
and a knowledge of Mythology aids us to under-
stand a number of very obscure texts of the
Beriptures.

Seriptural Recognition of Heathen Gods

In giving the law to the Israelites, the Lord
commanded them on no account to worship the
gods of the other nations. But we read of many
instances where they deliberately disregarded
this injunction, and were in consequence pun-
ished until they returned to Him, the only true
God. Jeremiah records a case in point (44:15-

19, 25) : “As for the word that thou hast spoken

unto us in the name of the Lord, we will not

V _bearken unto thee, but we will certainly do

whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own
mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heav-
en, and to pour out drink offerings unto her,
as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings,
and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in
the streets of Jerusalem:for then had we plenty
of ‘victuals, and were well, and saw no evil
But-since we left off to burn incense to the

queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offer-

ings unto her, we have wanted all things, and
have been consumed by the sword and by the
famine. And when we burned incense to the
queen oftheaven,” etc. See also Jeremiah 7:17,

- 18: “Seest thou not what they do in the oities

of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalom? The
children gather wood, and the fathers kindle
the fire, and ko women kneed their dough, to

make cakes to the queen of heaven, and they
pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that
they may provoke me to anger.” )
Who was this “queen of heaven” in whom
the erring Jews had such implicit confidencef
In Judges 2:11.13 is recorded another falling
away of the Israelites: “And they forsook the

Lord God of their fathers, which brought them -

out of the land of Egypt, and followed other
gods, of the gods of the people that were
round about them, and bowed themselves unte
them, and provoked the Lord unto anger. Aad
they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and
Ashtaroth.” . S

‘Who was Baalt Who was Ashtaroth?

As all are aware, the Bible contains many
references to Baal; yet it does not disclose the
identity of this god, nor explain why the faith-
less Jews and other peoples so consistently
rendered him obeisance. It is here that we are
aided by Mythology, the study of which reveals
the faot that the god Baal and the goddess
called the queen of heaven were universally wor.
shiped under\varions names and titles. While
this is recognized by students of Mythology,
it is not so-generally realized that these same
deities are even now worshiped in our very
midat by the adherents of that great idolatrous
system which the Secriptures name “Babylon
the Great”! '

) The Two Babylons

History proves that Papacy’s adoration of
images, dead saints and relies, its holy candles,
holy water, etc., and all its vain ritual, are bor-
rowed from heathen sources. Papacy’s excuse,
as voiced by Cardinal Newman, is that although
it is admitted that such things are “the very
instruments and appendages of demon-worship®,
they were, however, “sanctioned by adoption in-
to the church”. (Newman's Development, pp.
359, 360) But it is now clearly apparent that the
Roman Church has not been justified in adopt-
ing heathen customs and practices. For this very
reason, Papacy is denominated “Babylon the
Great”; the Bahylon of old was full of these
abominations, and therefore well typified the
fallen church of the gospel age. -

Babylon was the first nation or kingdom
after the deluge, and by it idolatrous worship
was inaugurated. . -
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Comparing Jeremiah 51:68-8 with Revelation
17:4, 5; 14: 8, we notice that almost the same
axpressions are uséd. In Jeremiah, ancient
Babylon is said to have been a golden cup im
the Lord’s hand, by which all nations were
made drunken—drunken with the wine of false
religion. In Revelation “Babylon the Great”
is called the “Mother of Harlots”, the parend
system, which made all nations drink ¢f her
golden cup of abominations, the wine of false
doctrine. As typical Babylon fell, so ahall
axtitypical “Babylon the Great” fall, never te
rise.

That Babylon was the first nation after the
flood is shown by Genesis 10:8-12. This refer-
ence also furnishes a clue to the origin of the

- worship of false gods; and by comparing with

certain statements in mythological histories we
get a further clue to the identity of these deities.
We read: “And Cush begat Nimrod: he began
to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a
mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it
is said, ‘Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter
before the Lord’. And the beginning of his king-
dam was Babylon, and Erech, and Accad, and
Calneh, in the land of Shinar. Out of that land
he went forth into Assyria and builded Nine-
veh,” etc. (See marginal reading)

Nimrod the Mighty Hunter and his Influsnoce

Why should the Bible make special mention
of Nimrod? Because he was the first to begome
mighty; and even to this day the countries of
Babylonia and Assyria are filled with the name
of Nimrod. When Moses wrote Genesis, al-
though Nimrod had long since paseed away,
his name had become a proverb, so that it was
a popular saying: “Even as Nimrod the mighty
hunter before the Lord”. His might lay in the
fact of his being a hunter; for we must reflect
on the conditions which would obtain in the
earth in his day. Only four human pairs were
preserved from the waters of the deluge; but
many kinds of animals came forth from the
ark; and as these animals multiplied one can
see how the terror of the more ferocious among
them would lay hold upon all men. He, there-
fore, who brought destruction to the tiger, the
leopard, the lion, the pvthon, was regarded as
the great benefactor, the man above all others
to be honored by his fellows and commemorated
by posterity.

The universal popularity of an individual
must be a force for good or for evil to the
community. Although the Scriptures do not

alilude to the nature of the influence
oxe by Nimrod, we may safsly infer from
the character of his parentage, and from other
oiroumatanoes, that it was evil. That his grand-
father, Ham, had a depraved disposition is
proved In Genesis 9:18-25; while in the same
oconnection Shem was given a apecial blessing
because of his purity. (Verse 28) Thus we
gather that very shortly after the deluge the
human race was divided inte two camps: one
for the Lord and righteousness, among whom
Shem took the leading part; the other for un-
righteonsness, with Ham as the principal apos-
tate. Of the latter branch of the race Nimrod
was descended.

It is improbabls, therefore, that the declara-
tion that Nimrod was a “mighty hunter before
the Lord” signifies that he in any way sought
thus to honor the Lord. In such a connection
the phrase “before the Lord” rather implies a
belittling of the Lord’s power to protect His
own. Perceiving the menaced condition of the
race, Nimrod, trusting to his own prowess,
came forward as the bold savior of the world,
and becoming a mighty one in the earth attract-
ed men’s attention away from the Lord. The
natural result of the admiration of a man of
Nimrod’s character must necessarily have been -
to destroy reverence for God, and thus lead to
the adoration and worship of the creature in-
stead of the Creator. That the world did fall
into infidelity shortly after the flood is proved
from the first part of the eleventh chapter of
Genesis. The great Jewish historian Josephus
says in eonfirmation: “The multitude were very
ready to follow the determination of Nimrod,
and to esteem it a piece of cowardice to submit
to God”.—Antiquities 1:4:2. :

We cannot suppose, however, that the saintly
few would permit this evil without exerting -
some effort to stay the downward course; for
the Lord’s people in all ages from the time of
righteous Abel have protested against sin. If
the tradition of the Jews be true that Shem
was Melchizedek (and the claim seems reason-
able and quite in acoord with Seripture anal-
ogy), then, as “priest of the most high God”
he must have been a very Hercules in the
Lord’s cause, and a constant check to the evilly
disposed.
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" Thus far we may rouonabiy infer from the
brief references to Mimrod given in the dx
tares. To gain further information about
mighty hunter we require to study the pages
of Mythology.

Ninus and Semiramis

In Genesis 13:11, already quoted, we read
that Nimrod built the city of Nimeveh. This
little item of Bible history enables us to identify
Nimrod with the king Ninus of classical writ-
ings. The name Nineveh literally means “The
habitation of  Ninus”. The historian Apolle-
dorus expressly states that “Ninus is Nimrod”.
(Apollodori, fragm. 68 in Muller, Vol. I, p.
440) In the ancient records of Justin and
Diodorus Siculus, Ninus is credited with similar
kingly powers as are attributed to Nimrod by
the Seriptures. (Justin, Hist. Rom. Soript., Vol.
I, p. 615; Diodorus, Bibliotheca, lib. IL, p. 63)
Ninus was the son, as well as the husband, of.
Semiramis. Aeccording to Fusebius these two
reigned as king and queen in the time of Abre-
ham; but the great chronologist Clinton, and
the celebrated excavator and linguist Layard,
both assign an earlier date to the reign of
Ninus and Semiramis.

In one of the famous sculptures of anecient
Babylon, Ninus and Semiramis are representsd
as actively engaged in the pursuits of the chase,
the “quiver-bearing Semiramis” being a #t
companion for the “mighty hunter before the
Lord”.—Dbiodorus lib. 11, p. 69.

Semirainis was a beautiful, but very depraved
woman; and it is to her that much of the ex-
travagant and licentious character of the hea-
then religions has been ascribed. In his work
Inferno, in the fifth Canto, Dante pictures
Semiramis as one of the damned in hell {not
purgatory); and he also mentions Ninus in the
game connection. Although Dante’s “visions”

-were a fizment of his imagination, yet his con-

signing Semiramis to eternal puniehing shows
the bad esteem in which she was held. We here
quote the passage where reference is made to
Semiramis and Ninus, as translated by Carlyle:

“XNow begin the doleful notes to reach me; now am
T come where much lamenting strikes me. I came into
this p]ace\\ oid*of all light, which bellows l{ke the sea
in tempest,,when it is combated by warring winds. The
hellish storm. which never rests, leads the spirits with
its sweep: whirling, and smiting it vexes them. When
they arrive before the ruin, there the shrieks, ths momn-

ings, and the lamentations; where they blaspheme the
Divine power. I learnt that to such torment wese
doomed the carnal sinners, who subject reason to Jusk
And as thair wings bear along the starlings, at the edld
season, in and orowdod type; »o that blast, he

maﬂnglhngmmkotthemndvumﬂle ir;

saw the thadows come, uttering wails, borne by thet

strife of winds. Whereat I aaid: ‘l[uter who are tll- _
})h, whom the black air thus lashes?

“The first of these concerning whom thou seelsst
to kmow,” he replied, “‘was Empress of many tongues.
With the vice of luxury she was so broken that she
mldelultmdhwnlikainhudem'u,tohhlvq
the blame she had incurred. She is Semiramis, of
whom we read that she sucoeeded Ninus, and was his -

use. She held the land which the Soldan rules.

t other is she who slew herself in love, and broks
faith with the ashes of Sichmus. Next comes luxuriows
Cleopatra.’ ®

The “’Mymma’ of the Heathen Rchgum.l

The Chaldean “Mysteries” can be traced baek
to the days of Semiramis. It appears that her
hasband’s apostacy wés quite open, and com-
sisted mainly in leading men into sensuality, -
teaching them that they might enjoy the “pleas-
ures of sin” without fear of retribution from a
holy God. In his hunting expeditions he was
accompanied by troops of women; and by musie,
games and revelries, and everything that pleases
the natural heart, he insinuated himself inte
the favor of the world. It was after the death
of Ninus, or Nimrod, that the secret “Myster-
ies” were set up by Semiramis and her follow-
ers.

Nimrod’s death is not noticed in the Serip-
tures, but there was an ancient tradition that
his end was violent. Strange though it may
seem, numerous lines of evidence (which we
shall investigate as we proceed) prove that it
was this very death of Nimrod that constituted
the foundational theme of the Mysteries. (See
Rev. Alexander Hislop’s masterly work entitled:
The Two Babylons, first published in 1857)
Salverte informs us that all who sought initia-
tion into these aystems were compelled to drink
peculiar intoxicating beverages. Tlis is un-
doubtedly the origin of Jeremiah’s allusion te
the golden cup which made all nations drunkes;
for every nation received its idolatrous religion
from Babylon.

In all essentials the “Mysteries” of the differ-
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ent nations were the same, each being fashioned
aftor the pattern of the “Mother” nation Baby-
lon. Regarding this Layard says: “Of the great
antiquity of this primitive worship there is
abundant evidence, and thatitoriginated among
the inhabitants of the Assyrian plains, we have
the united testimony of sacred and profane-
history. It obtained the epithet of perfect, and
was believed to be the most ancient religious
system, having preceded that of the Egyptians.
The identity of many of the Assyrian doctrines
with those of Egypt is alluded to by Porphyry
&nd Clemens.” Birch, also, says: “The Zodiacal
signs . . . show unequivocally that the Greeks

. derived their notions and arrangements of the

Zodiac [and consequently their Mythology,
which was intertwined with it] from the Chal-
deans. The identity of Nimrod with the con-
stellation Orion is not to be rejected.”—Layard,
Nineveh and its Remains, Vol. II, pp. 439, 440.

We see, therefore, that ancient Babylon was
a fitting type of that wonderful “Mystery of
Imiquity” of the gospel age, called “Babylon

" the Great”. Just as that great system had its
" small beginning in the days of the apostles,
._being alluded to by Paul in 2 Thessalonians

2:7—"The mystery of iniquity doth already
work”—and afterwards attained so great di-
mensions that it has deceived the whole world,

~ 80 the typical mystery in literal Babylon also

began in a small way, then grew and extended,
and latterly hecame so universal that all nations
were made “mad”, i.e., void of judgment. Only

those who worship the irue God have the spirit
of a sound mind.—2 Timothy 1:7.

“Mother and Son” Worship
While in “Babylon the Great” the principal
subjects of devotion are the Madonna and her
child (said to be the virgin Mary and Jesus),
so in typical Babylon the popular worship was

. extended to a goddess mother and her son, who

had their origin in Semiramis and her son
Ninus:i.,(The Hebrew word for “son” is nin)
Remembering the religious influence which
proceeded from Babylon, we have here the

_explanation of the universal adoration of the

“Mother and Son”. In Greece they were wor-
shiped as Céres, the great mother, with the
babe at her breast; or as Irene the goddess of
Peace, with the boy Plutus in her arms; in
Pagan Rome as Fortuna and Jupiter-puer, or
Jupiter the boy; in Asia as Cybele and Debius;

in India as Isi and Iswara. And even in Thibet,
China, and Japan, missionaries were astonished
to find the exact counterpart of the Madonna
and her child as devoutly reverenced as in
Papal Rome itself!]

The Egyptian God Osiris was Nimrod

In Egypt the Mother was worshiped as Isis,
and _the Son as Osiris, though more often
as Horus. Regarding Osiris, Bunsen shows
that he was represented as at once the son and
husband of his mother, and actually bore as
one of his titles of honor the name “Husband
of the Mother”. (Bunsen, Vol. I, pp. 438, 439)
This serves to identify Osiris with Ninus, who
married his own mother. There are many
strong proofs that Osiris was Nimrod, or Nin-
us. In some of his forms Osiris was presented
clothed in a leopard’s skin; and as it is a princi-
ple in every religion that the high priest wears
the insignia of the god whom he serves, the
Egyptian high priest wore a leopard’s skin when
officiating on all important occasions. This
article of apparel was intended to commemorate
some outstanding event in connection with the
god Osiris; for all the strange clothing and °
head-gear of the heathen gods and priests were
signs or symbols intended to convey some mean-
ing to those who were educated to understand
them—that is, to the “initiated”. We who are
initiated into the mysteries of Qod’s glorious”
plan of the ages (Mark 4:1), have understand-.
ing of the svinbolisms of the garments of the
Jewish high priests. ’

The name Nimrod means literally “The sub-
duer of the leopard”, being derived from nimr,
“a leopard,” aud rad, “to subdue”. In these
ancient days much significance was attached
to names, as students of the Bible are aware.
Nimrod’s name, therefore, implied that his fame
as a hunter rested mainly on the fact that he
had discovered the art of training the leopard
to aid him in hunting the other wild beasts.
A particular kind of leopard, named the cheeotah,
is used for hunting in India even at this day.
When we find that Osiris and his priests are
represented arrayed in leopards’ skins, we may
be sure that deep meaning was attached to this
costume; we believe that it was intended to
convey to the initiates the understanding that
their god Osiris was in reality Nimrod, the
rgnowned “Leopard-tamer”. It is well known
that Nimrod, or Ninus, on becoming mighty,
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extended his dominiom, eonquering Egypt, im
addition te other co

Plutarch says there was a tradition among
the Egyptians that “Osiris was black” (De Isis,
et Os., Vol. IT, p. 359) As the Higyptians were
dark people themselves, the blackness of Osiris
must have been more than ordinary to have
oalled for special comment. In his book of
Plates, Belzoni shows a colored drawing of the
recognized figure of Osiris, which he copied
from the life-size paintings on the walls in one
of the tombs of the kings at Thebes. (Plate V)
The face and the hands of this figure are jet
black. Wilkinson, also, in his sixth volume,
shows a figure of Osifis which has the features
of the negro; and it is significant that this
negro-figure of Osiris is clothed in a leopard’s
skin. Professor C. Piazzi Smyth draws atten-
tion to the unmistakable negro features of the
great Sphinx near the pvramxds of Gizeh, which
idel is pronounced by Egyptologists to be a
representation of Horus, the son of Osiris and
Isis. Horus, however, is only another form of

Osiris. This, then, is further identification of
Osiris with Nimrod; for Nimrod was black,

" belng the son of Cush, whose name signifies

“black”. Ham, also, was black; he is the father
of all the black races.

The Ethiopians were very black, and this
people were descendants of Cush. Eusebius
says: “Chus was he from whom came the Ethi-
opians”. (Chronicon, Vol. II, p. 109) Josephus
says the same. In the original of Jeremiah
13:23, the word “Ethiopian” reads “(ushite”
—“Can the Cushite change his skin, or the leop-
ard his spots?’ (See also Genesis 2:13, mar-

' glnal reading) In view of what we have ob-

served, there is significance in this Seriptural
interrogation, where both the (black) skin of
the Cushite, and the spotted gkin of the leopard,
are connectedly alluded to.

Nimrod’s Dem‘h the Foundational Theme of
S, Heathen Religlons

There are many more proofs of the identifi-
cation of the Egyptian god Oslris with the Ba-
bylonian Nimrod, but those wa have mentioned
will suffice\for our present purposs, namely, to
gain information as to the manner of Nimrod’s
death; for the account of the death of Osiris is
well known. Osirls met with a violent death,
and that violent death of Osiris was the central

theme of the whole idolatry of Egypt. If Osiris
was Nimrod, as we have seen reason to believe,
that violsnt death of Osiris which the Egyptians
30 pathetically deplored in their annual festi-
vals, was just the death of Nimrod.

~ The account of the death of Osiris as given in
the Egyptian Book of the Dead (a copy of which
is frequently found entombed with mummies)
is as follows: While Osiris was absent on a
certain occasion; his enemy, who was named
Sem, entered into a conspiracy with seventy-two
of the leading men of Egypt to put Osiris to
death. The plot succeeded. Osiris was slain;.
and his body was torn into fourteen pieces which
were scatterad throughout the country. Isis
greatly lamented her husband’s death, and
searched about for pieces of his body. Wherever
she discovered a piece, she buried it and erected
a shrine over it.

The Patriarch Shem, and his Godly Influence
in the World

Wilkinson shows (Vol. V, p. 17) that Sem was
one of the names of the primitive Egyptian
Hercules, who is said to have, by the power of
God, fought and overcome the giants who had
rebelled against heaven. In plain langunage, this-
mythical tale simply means that the Hercules
Sem or Shem (see Luke 3:36), the great op-
ponent of idolatry, was enabled by the power
and spirit of God to so convince the tribunal of
seventy-two supreme Judges of Egypt of the
enormity of the offence of Osiris, or Nimrod, as
to persnade them to condemn and put that
“mighty one” or giant to death, and to send parts
of his dismembered body to the various cities
as a solemn declaration in their name, that “who-
goever follows the example of Nimrod (Osiris)
shall meet with a like penalty”. In following this
course Shem was acting according to a recog-
nised judicial custom, instances of which are
found in the Scriptures. See Judges 19:29; and
1 Samuel 11:7.

Afterwards, the upholders of the idolatrous
religions system of Egypt stigmatised the lead-
er of the “conspiracy” as Typho, or the “Evil
One”. One of the most noted names by which
Typho was called, was Seth. (Epiphanius, 4dv.

Hoeres, Iib. TIT) The names Seth and Shem are .

synonymous, both alike aignifvmg “the appoint-
ad one”.

This persuasive power of Shem, by which he
cansed the great Nimrod to be put to death, was




The Golden Age for May 11, 1921

475

*  symbolised by the tusks of a wild boar. We
read in Mythology that the god Adonis perish-
ed by the tusks of a wild boar. Now Adonis is
- identical with the god Tammuz, and Tammuz
- with Osiris. (Kitto’s [llustrated Commentary,
Vol. IV, p. 141; Wilkinson’s Egyptians, Vol. 'V,
p- 3) In Egypt, the pig was the symbol of evil;

and as the horn is the ancient symbol of power,
bemg so recognized in the Scrlptures, the tusks
~ in the mouth of the male pig signifies that it was
by the “power of_his mouth” that the evil one,
Seth, caused Adonis (Osiris) to be put to death.
Iv* memory of this deed, the peoples of many
countries have caused countless boars to lose
their_heads in sacrifice to the outraged god.
- This explains why the boar’s or pig’s head is
even at this day a recognised dish at the Christ-
mas dinner in Britair, though the reason for the

T custom has long been forgotten. In India, a

demon with a “boar’s face” is said to have gain-
ed such power through his devotions, that he
oppressed the “devotees” or worshipers of the
gods, who had to hide themselves. (Moor’s
Pantheon, p. 19) Even in Japan there seems to
be & similar myth.

“Thus the righteons Shem, blessed by Jehovah,
has been stigmatised and misrepresented in all
the heathen religions of the world; while the
idolatrous Nimrod, who led men away from the
true God, and who was justly condemned to
death because of his evil deeds, has been exalted
to the status of a god himself. This turning of
things upside-down, however, shall not stand;
for Jehovah shall now soon vindicate Himself
on behalf of His righteous servants.

We are reminded here of what the Egyptian
historian Manetho wrote regarding the builders
of the Great Pyramid: “There came up from the
East, in a strange manner, men of ignoble race,
who had the confidence to invade our country,
and easily subdued it by their power without
a battle. All this invading nation was styled
Hyksos-—that is, Shepherd Kings.” He adds
that this people afterwirds departed for Judea
and built there a city named Jerusalem. The
head of these Shepherd Kings has been recog-
nised as the patriarch Shem, and Shem as
Melchizedek, king of Salem. (Hebrews 7:1, 2)
It is eertainly quite in keeping with the exalted
methods of this “king of peace” that he subdued
the Egyptians without @ battle, persuading
them only by the spirit or power of God to close

their idolatrous temples and do his bidding.
(See Edgar’s Great Pyramid Passages, Vol. I,
pars. 46) It shows how wonderful was the
godly influence which this venerable king and
“priest of the most high God” exercised in the
early stages of the “present evil world”. He was
indeed a fit type of Christ in the-lhllenmal age,
whom God sware would be a “priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek”, (Psalm 110: 4)

‘In face of such great power for righteousness,

one can see how the iniquity instigated by Satan,
the “god of this world,” would require to be
very warily conducted. Hence the term “mys-
tery” or “secret” of iniquity.

The False “Seed of the Woman”

When the mighty Nimrod was violently put
to death in the midst of his career, great indeed
must have been the lamentation among his fol-
lowers. Semiramis would, naturally, experience
the greatest grief and loss. She had shared with
him his kingdomn and glory, but now all this
honor had suddenly comne to an end. Semiramis,
however, was a woman of unbounded ambition;
and she by no means intended to quietly step
aside without a bid for fame on her own account.
That she succeeded in making a name for her-
self iz fully attested by the pages of ancient
history. A most daring suggestion was ad-
vanced, which she seized upon and resolutely
carried out—naiely, that she should claim that
her dead son was none othér than the promised
“seed of the woman” who had been destined to
bruise the serpent’s head, and who in doing so
was to have his own heel bruised! Formerly her
son had been honored as the mighty hunter and
benefactor of the world; but though he was now
dead she would declare that he had risen and

been deified, and thus have him worshiped as

a god!

‘We say that this bold scheme was suggested
to Semiramis; for who could have instigated
such an imposition except the “father of lies”?
That “old serpent”, Satan, caused the fall of
mankind through his lying suggestion to Eve
(Genesis 3:1-6), and he now attempted to
frustrate Jehovah’s glorious plan of redemption
by introducing his false Messiah, a lying
counterfeit of the true. In consequence of this
the whole world has been led astray, and few
indeed have had the privilege of knowing God
and Jesus Christ whom He sent. Only those
who have been initiated into the mystery of God
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by means of the enlightening action of the holy
spirit, have been able to discern the true Mes-
siah. (Matthew 16:15-17) We are rejoiced to
know that the time is not now far distant when
the deceived world will have its eyes opened
and recognize its true Redeemer, and when

the people will shout: “Lo, THIS is our God: we .

have waited for him, and He will save us”.—
Isaiah 25:9.

Satan has taken advantage of the religious
element in man, and by his blinding hes has
directed the world’s worship to himself, becom-
ing in very deed the “god of this world”. (2 Cor-
inthians 4:4) He had said in his heart: “T shall
be like the Most Hizh”: and he sought to follow
out this desire in every possible way. But he
shall be “cut down to the ground” in the Lord's
due time (Isaiah 14:12-17); and Jesus Christ,
who did not seek to Le equal with God, but 1made
Himself of no reputation and was obhedient unto
death, shall be highly exalted and given a name

" which is above every name, that at the name of

Jesus every knee shall bow in adoration and
worship. (Philippians 3: 6-11, Dicglott) “Exa
him that is low, and abhase him that is high,” is
the principle on which God works.

The patriarchs, and the ancient world in gen-
eral, were acquainted with the story of the
temptation in Eden; and they knew that the seed
of the woman was ultimately to destroy the
tempter. Because of this, and because of the
innate wickedness of the hearts of men (Jere-
miah 17:9), Satan was able to foist his counter-
feit “seed of the woman” upon the world. We
Ienow that this is so: for there is hardly a people
on earth whose mythological religion does not

" oontain reference to the “seed” bruising the head

of the serpent. Referring to this phase of the
religions of the heathen countries, Wilkinson
(Vol. TV, p. 395) =ays: “The evil genius of the
adversaries of the Egyptian god Horus [Osiris
in another form] is frequently figured under the
form of a snake, whose head he is seen piercing
with: 3 spear. The same fable occurs in the
religion of India, where the malignant serpent
Calyia is slain by Vishnu, in his avatar [inear-
mation] of Crishna. The Seandinavian deity
Thor was said to have bruised the head of the
great serpent \uth his mace. The origin of this
may be reachl\ traced to the Bible.” The Greeks,
also, repxewnted their god Apollo as slaving the
serpent Pytho; and Humboldt shows that the
Mexirans had the same belief concerning their

god Teotl; “The serpent eruched by the great
spirit Teotl, when he takes the form of the sub-
altern deities, is the genius of evil-—a real
Kakodemon”. (Mexican Researches, Vol. I,
p.- 228) When examination is made of these
various myths, it is found that in almost every
case the serpent-destroying god dies as the
result of the injuries received in the combat,
thus showing that the pagans knew that it was
by dying that the promised Sead was to destroy,
the adversary. ~

In the above quotation from Wilkinson, it will

be noticed that he attributes to the Bible the

knowledge which the pagans had of destroying
the serpent as the incarnation of evil; but he no
doubt means that this knowledge may be traced
to the account of the temptation in Eden, which
afterwards appeared in the Bibla. The Bible as
we have it, of course, did not begin to bhe written
till after the Exodus of the Israelites from
Egypt, 1615 B. C. Long before this date (the
Exodus was 857 years after the flood) the false
religions of Babylonia, Egypt, and the other
countries were fully set up, originating, as we
have said, with Semiramis and her followers.
In the midst of all this idolatry, however, the
Lord always had his faithful few—Noah, Shem,
Abraham, and others being specially mentioned.
It was because the worship of the false Mes-

siah was in full operation in Egypt and in the E

other countries, that Jehovah repeatedly warned
his people, the Jewish nation, against following
them. Bowing down to “sticks and stones” was
in reality the worship of the dead. These images
enslaved the minds of those who served them,
giving a seeming actuality to beings who did
not exist; for the “gods” whom they represented

were in their graves, and are still waiting for

the resurrection in the Millennial reign of
Christ. .
The “Image of Jealousy”
We have already mentioned the fact that the
popular subjects of worship in every nation

have been the “Mother and Son”, images of .

whom were everywhere set up. Even the Jewish
nation was for a time guilty of worshiping the
Babylonian goddess with the false seed in her
arms; for one of her images is evidently refer-
red to by Ezekiel (8:3) when he says: “And
the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the
heaven, and brought me in visions of God to
Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that
looketh toward the north; where was the seat
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of the image of jealonsy, which provoketh to
jealousy”. This image of the “Mother and Son”,
erected as the result of the jealousy of Satan
against the coming true seed of the waman,

. provoked Gosl to jealousy beeause it mmisdireeted

the devotion of His people, to whom He said:
“Thou shalt have no other gods hefore me. Thou

" shalt not make unto thee any graven image. . .

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them nor
serve them; for I the Lord thy God am a jealous
God.” (Exodus 20:3-5) In Egypt the “Mcther
and Son” were worshiped as Isis and Osiris,
dose very names signify “the woman” and
“the seed”; for Isis is the Greek form of H'isha,
‘—the woman and Osiris is read on the Egypt-
ian monunients He-siri —the seed.

“Deification” of Nimrod

The mythical story in Egypt of the deification
of Nimrod by Semiramis is to the effect that
Isis, who was a great enchantress and had much
knowledge of “magical ceremonies”, instructed
Horus and a number of his “followers” to per-
form a series of operations in connecection with
the burial of his father, which had the mirae-
nlous result of raising Osiris from the dead,
and of establishing him as king in Amenti; that
is, the “Hidden Place,” or the other world.
(Fowrth Sallier Papyrus in the British Muse-

. um) Although Horus was the son of Osiris,

he was merely another form of Osiris himself,
being a new inearnation of that zod.

Thus, by following Satan’s he,_ that the dead
are not dead, Semiramis and her deluded fol-
lowers caused others to believe thiat Nimrod
was not now dead, hut that he had been resur-
rected, and had become a god and should bhe
reverenced as such. But it is evident that if this
advanced form of idolatry was to become es-
tablished, it was indispensable that it should
be inaugurated in secret, and be operated with
extreme cauntion; for the terror of execution,
lately inflicted on oue so mighty as Nimrod, was
too real-to he iznored. This, then, was the be-
ginning of that iniquitous svstem of “Mvstery”
which has been so far-reaching in its desolating
effects, and which the Lord used as a type of
that still greater “desolating abomination,” the
mystic “Ba vloh the Great” of the gospel age.—
See Revelation 17:5.

The very nature of the .“Mysterlea gave
great facilities for imposing on the senses of
those who were being “initiated”, It is well

known that magical arts were invented by the
Chaldeans. FEpiphanius, after considering the
evidences open in hig day, pronounced it as his
opinion that it was “Nimrod that estahlished
the sciences of magic and astronomy”. (A4dw.
Hoeres, lib. I, tom. I, Vol. I, p. 7 ¢) All the fer-
tile* resources of magic, therefors, were em-
ployed by Semiramis and her intimate followers,
to give color to the lying deceptions of those
Mysteries of which she was the originator. But
notwithstanding all the care and precautions of
the conductors of these ceremonies, enough has
leaked out to enable us to gain a clear insight
into their character.

Candidates for the initiation were made to
pass through the ordeal of the confessional,
and were required to swear by binding oaths
to maintain the secrecy of the svstem they waere
desirous of entering. After thus surrendering
thelnselves implicitly to the priests, they were
anointed with “magical ointments” which intro-
duced into their bodily systems such drugs as’
tended to exeite their imaginations and add te

_the power of the indispensdble intoxicating

drinks, that. they might be prepared for the
visions and revelations that were about to be
made to them. Wilkinson, describing the ex-
periences of those undergoing the process of
initiation, says: “Strange and amazing objects
presented - themselves. Sometimes the place
they were in seemed. to shake around them;
sometimes it appesred hricht and resplendent
with light and radiant fire, and then again
covered with black darkness. sometimes thunder
and lightning, sometimes fearful noises and
bellowings, =zometimes terrible apparitions
astonishing the trembling spectators.” (Fgypt-
tans, Vol. V, p. 326) Then at last the great
hidden god was revealed to them in such a
mannet as to allayv their fears and to call forth
their admiration and blind affections.

It was easy for those who controlled the
Mysteries, havmv discovered seientific secrets
which they jealously preserved in their own
excluxive keeping, to give the ignorant initiates
what might seem ocular demonstration that
Nimrod who had been slain, and for whom such
lamentations had been made, was again alive,
and now encompassed with heavenly glory.
Thus the whole system of the secret “Mysteries”
of Babylon introduced by help of magic (sham
miracles), was intended to glorify a dead man;
and when once the worship of one dead man was
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established, the worship of many more waa sure
to follow.

In this way, Nimrod became the “father of the
gods”, being said to be the first of “deified
mortals”. As such he was worshiped under the
titles of Kronos and Saturn. Saturn was the
god of Mysteries, the name itself signifying
“the Hidden One”. He was revealed to the
initiated, but hidden to all others..

Identity of the Greek (od Bacchus
Another of the names under which the deified
Nimrod received honor was Bacchus. In Greece,
Bacchus was symbolically represented by a

wpotted fawn, which animal was intended in the -
figurative language of the Mysteries to covertly

identify Bacchus with Nimrod. The name of the
fawn in Greece was “Nebros”, meaning literally
“the spotted one” ; while the name of Nimrod, as
known to the Greeks, was “Nebrod”, and is so
translated in the Greek translation of the

Hebrew - Scriptures—i. e., the Septuagint. It

will be remembered that Nimrod gained much
of his success as a hunter by training the
leopard to assist him in the chase. The skin of
the fawn was intended to suggest the spotted
leopard. The custom of wearing the skin of
a fawn appeared to have been imported from
Assyria direct; for some sculptures excavated
in Nineveh show a god bearing a spotted fawn
in his arm, in such a way as to indicate that the
animal is to be regarded as a symbol. (Vaux’s
Nineveli and Persepolis, chap. viii, p. 233)
Leopards were employed to draw the car of
Bacchus; and he himself is represented clothed
with a leopard’s skin, as were also his priests,
although sometimes the skin of the fawn was
substituted. ,

. The Greek Bacchus and his priesthood, there-
fore, were in this respect similar to the Egypt-
ian Osiris and priesthood. Herodotus, the father
of history, always speaks of Osiris as being
Bacchus (lib. II, cap. 42), and so also does
Dioderus, who says: “Orpheus introduced from
Egypt the greatest part of the mystical cere-
monies, the orgies that celebrate the wanderings
of Ceres, and the whole fable of the shades

"below. The rites of Osiris and Bacchus are the

same; thase of Isis and Ceres exactly resemble
each other, except in name.” (Bibliotheca, lib.I,
b. 9) This is an additional proof that Bacchus
and Nimrod are the same; for we have seen that
Osiris was Nimrod.

A PP S U,

The ivy, so conspicuous in all Bacchanalian
celebrations, was an express symbel of Nimrod.
The Greek word for ivy is “Kissos”; and Kissos
was one of the titles of Bacchus. (Pausanias,
Attica, cap. 31, p. 78) Now, the name of the
descendants of Cush was pronounced in Greece

“Kissioi”. (Strabo, lib. XV, p. 691) The ivy .-

branch carried by the votaries of Bacchus, there-
fore, signified to the initiated that Bacchus was

the “branch of Cush”—that is, Nimrod, the son = |

of Cush. This also accounts for one of the titles
of the Greek god Apollo—“Kisseus Apollon”,
It serves to identify Apollo with Nimrod (among

other proofs), meaning literally “The Cushite -

Apollo”, o
" From Anacreon (p. 296) we learn that an.
other of the titles of Bacchus was “Aithiopais®,
which means “the son of Althiops”. We have
already pointed out that the Ethiopians were
descendants of Cush, and therefore Aithiops
must have been Cush himself. (See the marginal
reading of Habakkuk 3:7) .
The literal meaning of the word Bacchus is
“the lamented one”, being derived from Bakhah
“to weep” or “lament”. Hesychius (p. 179) says

that among the Phenicians “Bacchos means

weeping”. The Hebrew word used in the Bible
for weeping and lamenting is Baca, or Bakah.
(See Psalm 84: 6, where the word Baca appears

untranslated—“valley of Baca” should read

“valley of weeping”) On certain mystic Bac-
chanalian festivals a spotted fawn was torn in
pieces, and great lamentations were mada.
Photius tells us the significance of this cere-
mony: “The tearing in pieces of the nebroi [or
spotted fawna] was an imitation of the suffering

in the case of Dionysus” or Bacchus. (Photius,

Lexicon, pars. I, p. 291) Thus the great lamen-
tations ‘which followed the violent death of
Nimrod (Nebrod), when his body was torn into
fourteen pieces by the judges of Egypt, was
annually commemorated by the various nations.

The backsliding women of Israel wept for
the death of the false Messiah under the name
of Tammuz, in memory of the wailing of Semi-
ramis for the death of Nimrod. Ezekiel 8:183, 14,
reads: “Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see
greater abominations that they do. Then he
brought me to the gate of the Lord’s house
which was toward the north; and, behold, there

sat women weeping for Tammuz.” It is sig-
nificant that these women sat at the north gate,

the same place as the seat of the “image of

i et i,
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jealousy” mentioned in verse 3. Tammuz is
identified with Osiris, and is therefore the same
as Bacchus.—Wilkinson’s Egyptians, Vol V,
b 3; e.xiii, p. 10.

"When Jesus, the true Messiah and Savior of

- the world, was being led to death, we read that

the women “bewailed and lamented him”. But

* Jesus rebuked them and said: “Daughters of
- Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for your-
. selves, and for your children”.—Luke 23:28.

The substitution of one symbol for another,

 such as, for instance, the skin of the spotted
- fatvw for that of the leopard, was fairly com-

mon. It was essential, however, that the substi-

tating symbol should have an appropriate and

traceable connection with the original, that the
later “initiates” might recognize the true be-
ginnings of their religious beliefs. For reasons
of which we shall afterwards speak, the Egyp-
tian priests directly represented Osiris by the
symbol of the bull-calf, called the Apis bull;
and this calf is sometimes shown covered with
spots, quite clearly to further identify it as
"Nimrod the great “Leopard-subduer”, (Biblical
Cyclopedia, Vol. 1, p. 368) The corresponding
fe' le “divinity”, one of the representations
of the goddess Isig, is well known to have been
a spotted eow, named the cow of Athor (Wil-
kinson, Vol. IV, p. 387; and Vol. VI, Plate 36)
Davies shows that the ancient Druids of Brit-
ain, who in common with all idolaters received
their religious rites and notions from Bahy-
lonia, worshiped “a spotted cow”.— Davies’
Druids, p. 121. ’

The reason why Bacchus is commonly under-
stood to be the god of wine, drunkenness and
revelry, is because of the effect which the
mysterious beverages and ointments had upon
his devotees. The uninitiated merely saw the
after effects, but did not understand the true
impert of these Bacchanalian orgies, which
were claimed to be for *“the purification of

souls”.i-s*grvius, in Georg., Lib.1,Vol.I1,p. 197..

The “elevating” effect which the process of
anointing, ete., had upon the initiates of the
false religions, is manifestly a miserable coun-
terfeit of the godly joy experienced by those
who, on beihg anointed with the holy spirit,
gain an understanding of the glorious truth
as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ. (1 Co-
rinthians 2:9-16) The Apostle says: “Be not
drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be

filled with the holy si)irit; speaking to your-
selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to

the Lord”.(Ephesians §: 18, 19) To the worldly,”

the exhilarating and .joyful effect which the
holy spirit has upon those. who newly come into
the light of God’s truth seems to be the resuit
of intemperate drinking, or due to insanity.
Many of us have had the experience of being
thus misjudged. So also were the members of -
the early church at Pentecost misrepresented,
some of the bystanders mockingly saying,
“These men are full of new wine”.(Aets 2: 1-18)
But we care nothing for this; for we know “the
natural man receiveth not the things of - the-
spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because they _
are spiritually discerned”.—1 Corinthians2: 14,

Not only was the anointing of the holy spirit
counterfeited by the false religions, but nearly
every virtue and exalted office was ascribed to
the false savior of the world that belongs to -
Jesus Christ. Without doubt this is the reason
why Satan, the “god of this world,” by counter- °
feiting the truth as nearly as possible, has had
so great hold upon the hearts of mankind. The
Apostle says: “The whole world lieth-in the
wicked one”. We know that the great Papal
system, well named Satan’s masterpiece, has
been a wonderful counterfeit of the glorious
Millennial reign of Christ; and now we see why
it was denominated by our Lord “Babylon the
Great”; for it was the antitvpe of that iniqui-
tous system which originated in Babylon of old.
Just as Satan tried to frustrate Jehovah’s plan
of salvation by forestalling the Millennial reign
of Christ with his false Papal Millennium, dur-
ing which the Popes have successively reigned
as king of kings and lord of lords; so he also
sought to becloud the purpose of God by fore-
stalling the advent of Jesus Christ, by bringing
in his false Messiah. It was elaimed that the
death of Osiris (that is, of Nimrod) was saeri-
ficial, submitted to for the benefit of the world.
Thus we perceive that Satan’s ereation of a
mythical “Messiah”, impudently foisted upon
the poor world centuries before the advent of
Jesus Christ the true Messiah, was a counterfeit
by anticipation. [To be continned]

{Note : Coples of this article, Mythology end the Bible,
may be procured In booklet form (at 335 cents. or 2s. 3d. per
duzen) by applying direct to: Mr. Morton Edguar, 224 West
Regent Street, Glasgow, Scotlnnd.]
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Mythology and the Bible (Part Tuo)

By Morton Bdgar (Glasgow)

THE monuments of Egypt show that the wor-
ship of Ouiris dates from the earliest times,
and that he was regarded as the "god-man*who
suffored, died, rose again, and reigned eternally
in heaven”. He was the “'kmg ‘of eternity, lord
of the everlastingness, the prince of gods and

men, the god of gods, king of kings, lord of.

lords, prince of princes, the governor of the
world, whose existence is everlasting”. (Papy-
rus of Ani, Plate I, in the British Museum)
- Osirls was the god who made men and women
to rise from the dead, and bestowed upon them
. everlasting life. He was the resurrection itself.
- —Q@uide to the Egyptian Collection in the Bril-
ish Museum, p. 139. :

We have already seen that, after the death
"and mautilation of the body of Osiris, the man-

god of Egvpt, by Seth (Sem or Shem), Horus.

the son of Osiris, assisted by a number of beings
 who were called the “followers of Horus”, per-
formed a series of magical rites whereby the
rejoining of the limbs of the god was effected,
and he revived. The Egyptians argued: “Cer-
tain ceremonies were performed by Horus on
" the body of Osiris, and he was mommified, and
as a result he rose to everlasting life; we there-
fore will have the same ceremonies performed
. over our dead bodies, that we also may live
again”. This scems to have been the reasoning
which originated the practice of mummification.
The Egyvptians firmly believed that if the body
was not preserved after death, future life was
impossible. Consequently they endeavored
above all else to insure that their mummies

would have perfect protection, spending large

sums of money on intricate tombs, etc., so that
it may truthfully be said that this people ex-
pended more upon the dead than upon the liv-
ing. It demonstrates how “void of judgment”
they were, and how deceived by Satan; for how
could- the preservation of their poor bodies

secure for them a future life!

We are reminded of the Apostle Paul's ridi-
cule of ‘some who were evidently arguing like
the Egyptians: “Thou fool, thou sowest not that
body that shall be!” Tt is established that in the
earlier centuries the body was first dismem-
bered before mummmification, in imitation of the
dismembered hody of their god Osiris. In con-

trast, the Lord foretold by His holy prophets
that the flesh of the world’s true Redeemer
would not see corruption, nor would a hone of
His body be broken.—Exodus 12:43-46; Psalm
34:20; John 19:33-36; Acts 2:31. -

It is important to notzce that in their elabo-
rate religious system, the idea of repenfance

never eatered the minds of the Egyptidns. With

them the commission of sin was regarded as
merely a breach of the ritual law of the ecom-
munity, and could be atoned for by certain pay-
ments, after which the law-hreaker considered
himself free from all obligation, real or moral
In the Coptic, Which is the nearest to the ancient
language of Egypt, there is no word for “re-
pentance”; the translators were obliged to
transfer the Greek word itself into the Coptic
version of the New Testament. As all heathen
religions are essentially the same, this mani-
fests a vital difference between them and the
true religion; for repentance from sins is the
first step in the work of salvation, as declared
by the Apostle Peter when he addressed the
assembled Israelites in the temple: “Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out”. (Acts 3:19) The Papal Church
follows the lead of its ancient type in disan-
nulling the need for repentance from sins and
atonement by the blood, by instituting “indul-
gences” and the “sacrifice of the mass”.

Yule Log and Christmas T'ree
One of the titles of the false Messiah was
Baal-berith, which means “Lord of the Cove-
nant,” and as such he is referred to in Judges
8:33—"And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon

was dead, that the children.of Israel turn.d-

again . . . and made Baal-berith their god”.
It is now recognized that the 25th day of De-
cember, although called “Christmas-day,” is not
the true date of the birth of our Lord Jesus.
The beginning of October is more nearly correot
for his birth as a man, and April for his birth
as a new creature. But the 25th dayv of Decem-

ber was originally observed by heathen coun-
tries far and wide, in honor of the supposed

birth of their false Messiah (\Wilkinson's Egyp-
tians, Vol. IV, p. 403) and it was in order to
conoiliate them and to swell the.number of the
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nominal adherents of Christianity (so-called),
"that the same festive-day was adopted by the

apostate church, giving it only the name of
Christ. :
The Lhnstmas-ttee, S0 common at tin .y,
was equally common in Pagan Rome and Egypt.
This is the reason why “Babylon the Great”
adopted  it; for there 'is no command in the
Secriptures requiring the followers of Christ to
observe the day of his birth by Christmas-day
celebrations. Briefly—the putting of the “Yule

- -log” into the fire on Christmas eve, and the

appearance next morning of the Christmas-tree
laden with gifts, represented the cousuming of
the great god who, like the log,had been cut in
pleces, and his after-birth in newness of life
as the “Branch of God”, or the Tree that brings
gifts to men. The Egyptians used the paln for
their Christmas-tree; but the people of Pagan
Rome useqd the fir, because the fir-tree covertly
l{mbolized the risen god as the Baal-berith of

d Babylon: for Baal-berith, “Lord of the
Covenant,” differs only one letter from Baal-
bereth, “T.ord of the Fir-tree”.

- The God Saturn, and Bull Worship

The mystical symbol of Osiris was the young
Ar’s bull or calf, Apis being another name for
Saturn, the hidden one. The Apis bull was alse
known as Hap, which in the Egyptian language
means“to conceal”. In the Chaldean language
Hap means “to cover”. (Guide to the Egyptian
Collection in the British Museum, p. 131) We
now see¢ why the Jewish nation made and wor-
shiped the image of a calf soon after leaving
Egypt under Moscs, claiining that this was the
god who had delivered them out of bondage,
meaning, of course, that Osiris, whom the calf
represented, was the god.

The bull was the express symbol of Nimrod,
being the hieroglyphic which showed him as
the “mighty one” and “lord of the chase”. In
Assyria the word for-bull”signifies also “ruler”
or “prince”; and it was for this reason that the
mighty kings of Buabylonia and Assyria, who
succeeded and imitated Nimrod, the first king,
were represented by great haman-headed hulls.
These bulls also have wide-expanding wings,
to show that not only was the king himself a
mighty one, but that he had mighty ones under
his control. Nimroid and his followers are the
mighty ones or “giants” who are spoken of in

mythology as having “rebelled against heaven”.
The Hebrew word for “mighty one” in Genesis
10: 8 is “gheber”.(This same word is translated
“giant” in Job 16:14) A synonym for gheber
is “abir”; but “aber,” pronounced nearly -the
same as abir, is the word for “wing”. Thus,
“Baal-abirin” means “lord of the mighty ones”;
while “Baal-aberin” means “lord of the wings”,

r “winged one”. (The word ubir occurs in
Judges 5:22—“the pransings of their mighty
ones”; while aber is found i Isaiah 40:31,—
“They shall mount up with wings as eagles”)
There is allusion to the “wing<™ af an Assyrian
king in Isaiah 3:6-S.

As the horn is the ancient symbol of power,
these Assvrian bulls, though human-headed,
nevertheless show horns curved around their
headgear. The reason why the horn is used as
a svmbol of kingly authority and power appears,
from certain sculptures discovered by Layard
when excavating Babylon, to be dnectly owing

-to Nimrod’s prowess as a great huater. In a

woodcut in his Nineveh and Br!bylon, page 603,
Layard shows the Assyrian Hercules (that is,

* “Nimrod the Giant”, as he is called in the Sep-

tuagint, or Greek version of Genesis) without
weapons attacking a bull. Having conquered
the bull, he sets its horns on his head as a trophy
of victory, an evidence of his great power in
being able to overcome so strong an animal.
Thus crowned he is now represented as en-
countering a lion, the king of beasts. This ac-
counts for the ancient custom among Flastern
nations of kings and chiefs wearing horns on
their heads as evidence of their power and
authority. — Smith’s Bible Dictionary, Art.
“Horn”.

A variant of the great human-headed winged
figures found in Assyria has the body of a lion,
instead of the body of the bhull. These are call-
ed by Assyriologists “cherubs”; because the four
cherubs described by Ezekiel are, in a scnse, in-
corporated in each of these sculptures, namely,
the lion’s body, the eagle’s wings, the face of a
man, and the bull’s or calf’s horus. (See Fz-kiel
1:4-10, and compare with Revelation 4:6,7)
Students of the Bible know that these four
cherubs or “living creatures” are symbolical of
the great Jehovah’s four perfect attributes of
justice, power, love, and wisdom. There is little
doubt, in view of the records which have becn
preserved, that the proud monarchs of the
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Assynau and Babylonian pLuns claiimed pos-

«e«lon of all the divine dxsr.mcnon-r —Daniel

20, .
The Satyrs and the God Pan

! tlie Armenian version of the Chronicle of
Euscbius, Ninus stands first in the list of
Axsyrian kings. This agrees with the Seriptural
notice of Nimrod, w ho is said to have been the

_first to become mighty and to have had the first
kingdom. Acvording to Pherecyles, Kronos or
Saturn was “the first before all others that ever
wore a erown”. (Tertullian, De Corona Militis,
cap. 7, Vol. IT, p. 85) I1lere is therefore an
additional proof that Kronos or Saturn was
Nimrod.- [t explains why the Greek god Bacchus
was repressited as wearing horns, and why he
was frequently addressed by the epithet of “bull-
kerned™. (Qrplic Hymnes: Hyum 31, To Trie-
tericus, Greok, p. 117) Apollo, who we have seen

is likewise identified with Nimrod, ts addressed-

in the Orphic Hymns as the “two-horned god”.—
Hynwen to Lpollo.

The companions of Daecchus were -called
satyrs, and are said to lmv “danced along with
him”. (L Elian Hist., p.
horned gods; and kno\\"ing the identity of Bae-
chus, it is casy to see that his companions the
satyrs were really the “nughty ones” over whom
Nimrod was lord. It is generally agreed that
the god Pan was the head of the satyrs. Now,
satyr is just another form of the word Satur
or Saturn—"the hidden one”. Pan was therefore
the first of the satyrs, or hidden ones. When
Nimrod or Osiris was put to a violent death as
the result of the judicial condemnation of the
seventy-two leading neen, it produced great
terror amoug his tol]w\.x; who immediately
hid them\el\es, hence the derivation of the word
pan-ic—extreme or sudden fright. Referring
to the effect which the slaving of Osiris by
Typho (Seth or Skem) had upoun his followers,
Plutarch =ays: “The first who knew the accident
that had befallen their king, were the Pans, or
satvrs who lived about Chemmis; and they,
innnediately acquainting the people of the news,
rave the first occasion to the name of panic
e Isid. 2. 13,

Decd Worship

bt is frens thie naps: Kronos that the English
verd Cerown” is derived; and the familiar

ized erown which adorns the heads of Euro-

FURrGEs

22) The satyrs were’

pean monarchs still conveys the idea of the
horns of the ancient Eastern kings. Plutarch
says that “the Romans looked upon Kronos as
a subterranean and infernal god”. (Vol 1I, p.
"66) In Ausonius, also, we read that "Saturn
is not anong the celestial, but the infernal gods”

(Eclog. 1, p. 158) Pluto, also, is called the "god
of hell”; and this name has the same sigmificance
as Samm, meaning-“the hidden one”:; for Pluto
is derived from Lut, “to hide,” which with the
Egyptian Jefinite article pretfixed becomes
“P’Lut”. Both Wilkinson (Vél. IV, p.63) and.
Bunsen (VolI, pp. 431, 432) show that Osiris
in Egypt was the “king of hades”, or Pluto.
Hades, as we all know is the “hidden state.

Actually, however, Pluto or Saturn was none
other than the incarnation of the devil, who hid
himself ander the disguice of the serpent when
he eaused the fall of man in the garden of Eden,
and who has hidden himself from the world ever
since under the refuge of lies. It ix curious that
the popular representation of the devil, with the
horns, hoots and tail, is exaetly the appearance
of the black Nimrod when-he is depicted in the
sculpture encountering the lion: for in that
hieroglyph Le wears not ouly the two horns of
the bull over which he had previou.ly gained a
vietory, but its hind legs and tail as well! “Auld
Hornie” is tlie popular name by which the devil
was known in Scotland in the older ays.

The satvrs, also, were half animals, having
the hind legs and tail of the xoat in addition to
the horns. The connection of the gnat-like satyrs
with the devil is borne out by the Hebrew word
s¢’yr. This Hebrew word is translated as lie-
goat in 2 Chronicles 29:23—"*They brought
forth the he-zoat [sa’yr] for the sin-offering”;
as devil in Leviticus 17: 7—“And thev shall no
more offer their saerifices unto devils” [sa’yr];
and as safyrs in Izsaiah 13:21; “Dabyvlon. . .
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom «.d
Gomorrah. . . .and satyrs [sa'yr] shall dance
there”. _ )

The system of the “Mysteries” demanded that.
all its ritual, ete., should he kept earciully secret.
Evervthing in connection with them was sym-
holical and had a hidden meaning. and the in-
itiates were not allowed on pain of death to
divulge their real nature. Herodotus, who was
initiated in the Mysteries of Egvpt, mukes this
apparsit when he refers to the goat-like appear-
ance of the god Pan. He says: “It is not that

————
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they [the initiates] believe he [Pan] really had
that form: they think him like the other gods;
but the reason [of his goat-like form] being

‘connected with religion, I am not at liberty to

explain it”. (Birch’s Wilkinson, Vol. I1I, p. 186)

. The “hidden things of darkness”, however, are

now being made manifest in this enlightening
day (the beginning of the Millennium); and we
know that the mystic reason for the goat part
of the satyrs is connectéed with their panic and
their sudden flight to hide themselves on hear-

_ing of the violent death of their chief; for

“Berkha,” the word for “fugitive,” signifies also
“he goat”. One of the epithets of the god Pan,
the head of the satyrs, was Capricornus, which
means “goat-horned”. The “seasonal” interpret-
ation so frequentlv advanced by many students
of mvthology, their endeavor to explain the
meaning of the mythical tales and exploits of
the various gods and goddesses, is merely a
“blind” of Satan, by \\lnch lie hopes to obscure
the mental vision of all who would desire to
look into the true character of his false, sensual
religions.

Sun i Fire Worship

The ¢ Laklean name for Nimrod, the son of
Semiramis, was Zero-a~hta from =zero “the
seed,” and ashta “the wonian”.
ashta also means “the {ire”, so that Zero-ashta,
“the seed of the woman,” hecane Zeroastes or
Zoroaster, the well-known name of the head of
the fire-worshipers. In general Wistory the Zo-
roaster of Bactria is most frequently referrved
to; but the voice of antiquity is clear and dis-
tinet to the eifect that the first and great Zo-
ronster was an Assyrian or Challean, and that
he was the founder
Babylon, and therefore Niaarod. (Suidas, tom.
T, p. 1133) After his death the dviffed Nimrod
ws fabled to have Leen “born from the fire”—
Zero-ashta, the “seed of the fire"—and as such
Lie was revered as the great sun-god Baal. Theo-
philus of Antioch inforins us that Kronos,which
as we have seen was one of the titles of the

_ deified Nimrod, was in the East worshiped’

under the names of Bel and Bal.—Clericus, De
Plilosophia Orientuli, lib. 1, sect. I, cap. 37.
Nimrod was the first Babylonian king, and
therefore the title Molech is primarily applied
to him; for “Molech™ means “king”. We thas
perceive why the Secriptures indicate Molech

But the word

of the idolatrous system of

(or Moloch) to be the terrible god of fire, the
earthly representative of Baal the sun-god. In
Jeremiah 32: 35, we read: “And they built the
high places of Baal, which are in the valley of
the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and
their daughters to pass through the fire to
Molech; which I commanded them not, neither
came it into my mind, that they should do this
abomination, to cause Judah to sin”. It was
claimed that the act of passing through the fire
was for the purpose of purifying, and this prob-
ably reconciled the parents who sacrificed their
children to Molech. They were under the delu-
sion that the fire which consumed the little ones
also perfected them, and made them meet for
the future life.

The god Tammuz, who is 1dent1ﬁed with Nim-

rod, and for whom the women of Israel lamented
annually (Ezekjel 8:14), is really connected

with fire-worship and with the thought of
purification therefrom; for the name Tammnz
is derived from tam, “to perfeet,” and muz, “to
burn” —to make perfect by burning. This,
no doubt, is the origin of the imaginary place
called Purgatory, the fire of which is supposed
by Papaey to be necessary to perfect men’s souls
and to purge away the sins they carry with them
into the unseen world! The error, of course,
naturallv arose through credulous belief in
Satan’s lie at the heginning, namely, that there
is nio real death, but that the soul is independent
a1 immortal, and continues to live in the ~pirit-
worlil after the death of the body. Those who
helieve the truth of God are shivlled fron. <o
areat an error, and know that the dewd! <1 nll
vemain in their graves till the glorious resir-
roction morning. How deceived the poor worlt
has been! :

In Jeremiah 19:5.6, we read: “They have
built also the high place of Daall to burn their
sons with fire {or burnt offerings unto Daal,
which I commanded not, nor ~pake it, noither
came it into my miwd. Therefore, belicld, the
ilayvs come, saith the Lord that this place shail
10 more be called Tophet, nor the valley of the
son of Hinnom. buf the valley of slauglitsr.”
The name “Tophet” given to the- valley of
ITinsiem, or Gehenna, as it is called in the New
Testament, is devived from toph,which in T=aiah
30:321s tnmlato 1 “tabrets,” 1hat i, drums. By
the noise of tabrets or drums the prie-ts of Baal
soyght to drown the cries of the cliildren who
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. were being offered in sacrifice to the terrible

Molech. Because of this abomin&ation the Lord

cursed the valley of Hinnom; and in recognition
of that curse Jesus spoke of the valley as figur-
atively representing the symbolical “lake of fire
and brimstone”, the second death, into which
Satan and all who follow him shall be cast at the
‘end of the Millennial reign of Christ.

This retribution upon Satan, the author of

the cruel worship of Molech, seems to be foretold
in Isaiah 30: 27-33 under cover of the Assyrian
king Nimmrod, who we have seen was the first
direcot representative of the devil. The passage
reads: “Beliold, the name of the Lord cometh
from far, burning with his anger, and the burden
thereof is heavy: his lips are full of indignation,
and his tongue as a devouring fire. . . . For
through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian
be beaten down, which smote with the rod. . .
For Tophet {the valley of Hinnom or Gehenna]
is ordained of old; yvea for the king it is pre-
pared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile
thereof is fire and much wood ; the breath of the
Lord,like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.”

Just as the valley of Gehenna, which runs
* along the south side of Jerusalem, is used in the
Scriptures as a symbol of the second death,
from which there will'not be a resurreetion, so
the valley of Jehoshaphat or Kedron, which
raus along the east side of the city, is used as a
symbol of the first or Adamic death, from which
a resurrection is assured because of the ransom
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The Jews, and also
the Mohanunedans, greatly desire to be buried
in this valley; for they believe that the resur-
rection and final judgment will take place here.
(See Joel 3:1,2,12-14) The valley of Jehosha-
phat is probably the “valley of dry bones” re-
ferred to by Ezekiel in chapter 37.

The story of the trial of the prophets of Baal
by Elijah (1 Kings 18:17-40) indicates how
firmly established the worship of Baal was at
that time in Israel. Elijah came boldly forward
and cried: “How long halt ye between two opin-
ions? If Jehovah is God, follow him; but if
Baal, then follow him.” The text proposed by
Elijah as to who was the true God, Jehovah,

or Baal, was to be an answer by fire; and the

people agreed that this would be a proper test
. because Baal was the sun or fire-god, and what
could be more reasouable than to expect an
answer by fire from him? The test vindicated

the name of Jehovah, and 450 priests of Baal
were slain.- '

Elijah's fearless action in thus ridding the
land of Baal-worshipers was one of incalculable
blessing to the people. The worship of Baal was
an even more horrible religion than is implied
by presenting children as burnt-offerings to

- him; for just as it was required in the Mosaio

law that the priests should eat of part of the
animals offered in the sacrifice by the people
(see Numbers 18:9, 10), so the priests of Baal

ate part of the human sacrifices offered to their

fire-god Molech. This shows the true derivation
of the name given in the English tongue to
devourers of human flesh; for the Chaldean
word for “the priests” is cahna, so that Cahna-
Bal, that is, “Priest of Baal,” became cannibal.
It is common knowledge that the priests of the
sun-worshipers of ancient Mexico were can-
nibals. ’

How rejoiced the poor groaning creation will .
be when Christ, the true“Sun of Righteousness,”
shall arise with Aealing in his wings. (Malachi
4:2) What a contrast to that cruel “sun” of
unrighteousness, which arose with death in his
wings. Malachi’s allusion to the “wings” of the
sun is evidently derived from the well-known
symbol of the sun-god in Egypt and Assyria.
Above the doors of the ancient temples and
tombs in these countries, there is usually to be
seen a representation of the sun-god, in the
form of a round disec with wide-spread wings.

Along with the snn as the great fire-god, the
serpent was connected. Owen says: “In the
mythology of the primitive world, the serpent
is universally the symbol of the sun”. (Owen,
apud Davies’s Druids, in note, p. 437) In Egypt
the commonest sign for the sun, or sun-god, is
a disc with a serpent around it. (Bunsen, Hie-
roglyphics, Vol. I, p. 497). The original reason
for the connection of the serpent with the s .
appears to have been that, as the physical world
receives its light fromn the sumn, so the serpent
was held to have been the great cnlightener of
the spiritual world, by giving mankind the
knowledge of good and evil. This, of course,
like all idolatry, is an absolute perversion of
the truth; but it serves to identify the sun-god
with Satan. '

In Revelation 12:3, Satan, whose fiendish
characteristics were reflected in the old tyran-
nical Pagan Roman Empire, at the hands of
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which -our Iqrsi Jesus and- -many of the early
Christians wexe done to death, is called a “great
red dragon™, or.“fiery serpent”. (See Diaglott,
and compare with verse 9) Papsanius informs
us that “the dragon with the Greeks was only a
large snake”. (Lib.IL,Corinthiaca, cap.28,p.175)
Sir Ray Lankester proves that the conventional
“dragon” with wings. dreadful claws, ete., is a
later imaginary representation, and is not the
dmgon as knovm in the ancient world. He
writes:
-+~ “The dragon appeared to be nothing more nor less
"in its origin than one of the great snakes (pythous),
often twenty-tive feet in length, which inhabit tropical
India and Africa. Its dangerous character and terrible
appearance :id movement impressed primitive man-
kind, and traditivis of it have passed with migrating
races both to the East and to the West, so that we find
the mythical dragen in ancient China and Japan, no
less tian in Egypt and Greéece. It retains its snake-like
body and tail, especially in the Chinese and Japanese
representations; but in both East and West, legs and
wings have been gradually added to it for the purpose
of making it more terrible and expressing some of its
direful qualities. . . . As a matter of fact, the Greek
word ‘drakon’ actually meant plainly and simply a large
snake, and is so used by Aristotle and other writers.,”’—
Science from an Easy Chair, Series I, pp. 88, 89.

Semiramis Worshiped under Various Names

Just as Nimrod was regarded as the sun, and
was given the title Baal, or “lord of heaven”
(for the word Baal means lord), so Semiramis,
when she was likewise “deified,” received wor-
ship as the moon, the “queen of heaven”. Now,
aceording to Athenagorvas and Luecian, Semir-
amis was worxhiped as Astarte, tlle Syrian
goddess, (Legatio. Vol.IL, p. 179:°De Dea Syria,
\'ol III. p. 382) This Syrian goddess was also
‘known ax Ishtar (Lavard’s Niuieveh and Baby-
lon, p.629) : and it is from Ishtar that the word
Faster is derived. (See 1912 Watch Tower, p.
144) Smith's Bible Dictianary under the article
“Ashtoreth” =ays:

“From the connection of this goddess with Baal or
Bel we should naturally conclude that the would be
found in the Assyrian Pantheon, and in fact the name
Ishtar appears to he clearly identified in the list of the
‘great gods of Assyria. There is no reason to doubt that
this Assyrian goddess is the Ashtoroth [or Ashtaroth]
of the Old Testament and the \starte of the Greeks and
Romans. . . .Tt iz certain that the worship of Astarte
became identtied with that of Venus [or Aphrodite].”

Lavaml states that in the Syrian temple of
Mierapolis, Astarte “was represented standing

on a lion, crowned with towers”. (Nineveh and
its Remains, Vol. I1, p. 456) The name Astarte
itself means “the woman that made towers,”
being composed of two words:“Asht-tart”. Asht
is the word for woman; and it is generaly
agreed that the last syllable “tart” comes from
the Hebrew verb “tr” which means both “te go
round” and “to be round”. From this is.derived
the Greek word “turit”, and its Englizh equiva-
lent “turret”, a round tower. Asht-turit, there-
fore, which js the same as “Ashtoreth” of the
Hebrew, is literally “the woman that made the
tower” or escompassing wall. Ovid mentiohs
that Semiramis was carrently believed to have

“sarrounded Babylon with a wall of brick”.
(Ovid, Opera, Vol. TIT; Fas#i, IV, 219:221) But
there is no need ta give all the eredit of building
the battlements of Babylon to Semiramis. The
reason why she gained the honor of fortifying
the city was because she in the long run had
become foremost in the esteem of the ancient
idolators, and thus had attributed to her every
virtue and characteristic that properly be-
longed, or was xmagmed to have belonged, te
her son Ninus.

Semiramis was also worshiped as Rhea or
Crbele, the “Mother of the gods” (Pascha.l
Chronicle, Vol. 1, p. 65), and as such is always
represented as wearing a mural or turreted
crown on her head. In this respect the Ephesian
Diana exactly resembled Rhea; for Diana was
also a tower-bearing goddess, and is so shown
in many of the illustrated “Bible Helps”. Now,
the F. phesxan Diana is expressly identified with
Semiramis; for Semiramis is the same as the
goddess Artemis, and it is well known that Ar-
temis was Diana. (Layard, Nineveh and its
Remains, Vol.11, p. 480, note) The Roman Diana
was a huntress hearing a quiver of arrows. In
this character she was the complement of Nim-
rod the “mighty hunter”. .

The universal adoration of the “deifled”
Semiramis under various names and titles by
[astern nations, is prominently drawn to our
attention in Aects 19:23-41. “Great is Diana of
the Enhesians.” the multitude shouted, “whom
all” Asin and the world worshipeth.” Tt is a
remarkable fact that this great zoddess is even
now worshiped in oar very inidst in the person
of the Papal “queen of the heaven”, the so-
called Virgin Mary, whose image is set up every-
where! A favorite imaze of the Romish Virgin
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. Mary shows her standing on a large sphere,
which is colored blue, and spangled v-ith stars.
On her head rests a heavy gold crown. The
globe is intended to symbolize the blue vault of
the heaven, while the crowned woman herself,
apparently, represents the moon as the queen
of heaven, that is, Astarte or Ashtoreth. By
her side she holds the child, who is also crowned,
and who stands on a smaller star-spangled blue
globe. In this connection he evidently represents
the sun, the king or lord of heaven, that is, Baal.
(Remember that the word Baal means lord)
2mother familiar figure of the Papal “Mother
of God” shows her standing on a sphere, one foot
treading on a serpent’s head. Pepacy maintains
that it was not the seed of the woman, but the
woman herself, who was to bruise the head of
the serpent. Regardless of the laws of grammar,
the apostate church renders God’s condemnation
of the serpent: “She shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise her heel”. In this the goddess
of “Babylon the Great” is only fashioned after
her type in ancient Babylon; for though it was
originally claimed that Nimrrod had crushed the
head of the serpent, his mother was latterly
given the glory of having done this great deed.—

Diodorus, Bibliotheca, ‘lib. II, p.70; Smith’s '

Classical Dictionary, p. 320.

Still another popular representation of the
Virgin Mary shows her standing among the
clouds, sometimes on a sphere, with what looks
like the crescent of the moon at her feet. This

well-known picture is evidently intended to .

show the Virgin Mary as being the woman
spoken of in the Revelation, twelfth chapter.
But we know that this “woman” of Revelation
is the symbolical figure of the true church of
the living God, whose names are wrilten in
heaven; and that the Papal pictures which show
her as the Virgin Mary are, in reality, only
copving the old mythological idolators who
depicted their goddess similarly as the “queen
of heaven”. For the crescent of the moon at
the feet of the Papal Virgin Mary betrays the
heathen origin of the image, as this is the well
known sign of Astarte or Ashtoreth, the korns
of the moon’s crescent covertly suggesting her
power as queen of heaven. Although at first
sight the pictures of the Virgin Mary seem to
show the crescent of the moon, careful study
will manifest- that it is not really the moon’s
crescent, but, rather, two horns; for if the ores-

cent of the moon were intended, it would be
impossible to see the woman’s figure through
the part which, as is obvious, the ‘dark portion

of the “old” moon would hide from view. In’
the twelfth chapter of Revelation it merely’

mentions that the woman stood on the moon,
not on the crescent of the moon.

Although in the first instance Semiramis
derived her exalted position:from the divine
character attributed to the child in her arms,
she ultimately practically eclipsed her son..So

also in “Babylon the Great” it is the Madonna .

who receives all the adoration, and to whom
petitions are generally addressed. What a sat-
ire, to think that the poor world has been so
blinded by Satan, that it has been deceived
into worshiping a woman who .is non-existent/
Well did the Lord forbid His people to make
and bow down to images, “which -see not, nor
hear, nor know”! (Daniel 5:23; Psalm 115:4-8)

It would be difficult to understand how so great

a delusion could have become universal, were
it not that we are aware that Satan is the “god
of this world”, and that along with him are
legions of demons, who have sought to imper-
sonate the dead in various ways, bolstering up
Satan’s lie that there is no death. (Genesis 3: 4)
In Psalm 106:37 we are told- that the Jews, in
serving Baal or Molech, had really “sacrificed
their sons and their daughters unto devils”—
demons; and in Psalm 96:3 we read: “For all
the gods of the nations are demons”. (Sepfua-
gint version)The Apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians
10: 20, says: “But I say, that the things which
the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devila”—
demons.
Origsn of Star Worship

The worship of the stars by the idolatrous
nations was as prevalent as the worship of the
sun and the moon. Mythology identifles Nimrod
and Semiramis with certain constellations.
From Persian records we are expressly assursd
that Nimrod, after his death, was “deifled” by
the name Orion, the mighty hunter, and “placed
among the stars”. (Paschal Chronicle, tom. I,
p. 64). The constellation. Virgo is admitted by
the most learned astronomers to have heen
dedicated to Ceres, who as we have seen was
identical with the Egyptian Isis, and was there-
fore the same as Semiramis, the Babylonian
goddess. (Dr. John Hill, in his Uramia; and
Mr. A. Jamieson, in his. Celestial Atlae; ses

-
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Laundseer's Sabeun Reseurchey, p. 201) All the
signs of the Zo@e, and the other constellations

 and stars, wer# associated with various gods

or with incidenta in connection with them, by

the Chaldean idolators, as well as by the astrol-’

ogers of other nations.

The Lord specially commanded the Israehtes
on no account to worship images, the sun and
the moon or the stars, because of the degrading
influence it would have upon them, even as it
‘had upon the heathen nations. In Deuteronomy
.4:15-19 we read: “Take ye therefore good heed
“unto yourselves. . . lest ye corrupt yourselves,
and make you a graven image, the similitude
of any figure, the likeness of male or female,
the likeness of any beast that is on the earth,
the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in
the air, the likeness of any fish that is in the
waters beneath the earth; and lest thou lift up
‘thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest
“the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all
the host of heaven, shouldst be driven to wor-
ship them, and serve them.” Yet the Jewish
people frequently disregarded the Lord’s com-
mand.. In 2 Kings, chapters 22 and 23, we read
Jow King Josiah, after having heard the words
‘of the newly d1~covered book of . the law. of
Moses, cleared the land of this idolatry: “He
put down the idolatrous priests . . . them also
that burned inccense unto Baal, to the sun, and
to the moon, and to the twelve signs [1. e;, the
Zodiae], and to all the host of heaven™. (2 Kings
23:5, marginal reading) This identifieation of
their gods and goddesses with the stars by the
Babylonians and later nations is a counterfeit
of the true “deitied mortals”, Jesus Christ and

“the glorifed church of the firsthorn; for we

read in 1 Corinthians 13:41, 42: “There is one
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon,
andanother glory of the stars: for one star
&’ “Fereth from another star in glory. So also is
resurrection of the dead.”

We would not have it to be understood, how-
ever, that the Zodiacal constellations with their

. .distiuctive names, and the arrangements and

namings of the other constellations and stars
generally, are of. Satanic origination. The
Scriptural evidences prove that they are of

_ divine origin, arranged and named under in-

spiration. In Psalm 147: 4 we read: “He telleth
the number of the stars; he giveth them all
their names”. Even though the idolatrous na-

tions in the days of old made use of the stars
in their mythological worship, aud in this were
followed by the erring Jews, this does not
weaken, but confirm our understanding that the
naming of the stars was of divine inspiration.
The worship of the idolatrous nations is indeed
a strange method of establishing the truth of
the Scriptures; nevertheless, by perfectly coun-
terfeiting each detail of the scheme of salvation,
these false religions unwittingly substantiate
the Lord’s Word. \We believe that in the Golden
Age men shall discover: that ev:erythmg in
heaven and earth has played its part in building
up the truth of God.—Proverbs 25:2.

Origin of the F t.sh-God Dagon-

The Lord’s warning to His people not to
make an image of anything in. the likeness of a
fish, would 1mply that su¢h was possible. In
his excavations at Ninevch Professor Layard
discovered sculptured fignres of a fish-god,
which he identified with Dagon, the fish-god of

- the Philistines, who borrowed it fiom the Baby—

lonians. (Vmeteh and Bebylon, pp. ©43, 350)
In 1 Samuel 5:1-3 we read that the Pluh»‘ttmes
placed the captured-ark of God in the house of
their god Dagon. The next moruing they found
D'won fallen. upon his face-to -the earth before
the ark of the Lord. They set Dagon up in his
place again; but “when they arose-early on the
morrow morninz, behold, Dagon was Tallen
upon his face to the gruuml 'n)ei'onr the ark of
the Lord; and the head ot Dazou and both the
palms of lus hands were cut oif upon the thres-
Lold: only the fi<hy part of Dagon was left to
im. Thercfore, necither the priest of Dagon,
nor any that ecure into Duzen’s house, tread
on the threskold of Dagon in Ashdod anto this
day.” (See marginal reading) In passing we
draw attenticn to Zephariah 1:9: ~In the stune
day also will T punish all those that leap over
the threshold” (Revized version reading) The
Philistines leaped over the tliresheld on which
their god Dagon had lost his head and hands;
and it appears from Zephaniah that some
amoyg the Jews who had forsaken the Lord
were \worchxpmg Dagon, and were leaping over
the threshold in deference to him!

Berosus, describing this fivh-zod, says that
“its body was that of a fish, but under the Lead
of the fish was that of a man, and to its tail
were joined a woman’s feet”—(Corry’s frag.,
p. 30) From Layard’s sculptures we notice that
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the figure had also hands. Now, what could have
suggested such a peculiar combination of man
and fish1 And what could have induced the
Babylonians to set up so strange an object in
a temple to worship as a god? When we re-
member that an xmage is a hieroglyphie, that
every feature of it is intended to convey to the
beholder some message or to suggest some
attribute concerning the god whom the image
‘represents,e we can perccive that this fish-god
described a man who had been in some respeects
like a fish. It appears that not only were Nini-
rod and Semiramis raised to the status of god
and goddess in the Mysteries, but that as Fu-
ther (Kronos) and Mother (Rhea) of the gods,
they were the forerunners of numerous other
“deified mortals”.

The fish-god Dagon could have represented
no one more perfectly than Ham (or possibly
Noah); for did not this man live through
the waters of the flood which destroyed all “in
whose nostrils was the breath of )ife”? In this
cespect, then, he was like a fish, because we du
not read that fish were destroved in the deluge.

The great apostate church of the gospel age,
true to its Babylonish origin, has actually adop-
ted this fish-god in its ritual; for the pope on
certain occasions manifests by his head-gear
that he is the direct representative of Dagon.
As it was an indispensable rule in all idolatrous
religions that the high priest should wear the
insignia of the god he worshiped, so the sculp-
tares discovered by Lavard show that the
priests of Dagon were arrayed jn clothing re-
sembling a fish. This may be the “strange ap-
parel” referred to in Zephaniah 1:8. Berusus
tells us that in the unage of Dagon the head
of the man appeared under the head of the fish,
while Lavard points out that in the case of the
priests “the head of the fish formed a mitre
above that of the man, while its scaly, fan-like
tail fell as a cloak behind, leaviug the human
limbs and feet exposed”. (Babylon and Nineveh,
p- 343) We have evidence that at a later period
the Pagan priests dixpensed with the ‘body of
the fish, and used the head aloue like a cap.
(Bryant, Vol. V, p. 384) The gaping jaws of
the fish's head, surmounting the head of the
man, is the exact appearance of the two-horned
mitre of the pope, or of a Papal bishop today.

Mr. A. Trimen, a distinguished London archi-
tect and author, found that on a certain occa-

baies.

sion every vear the Chinese Emperor, as Ponti-
fex Maximus of his nation, wears a mitre which
is the very counterpart of the Papal mitre.
(Hager, on Chinese Hieroglyphics, B. XXXV,
in the British Museum) Even now, since the
formation ‘of the Chinese Republie, this mitre
continues to be used by the President. On the
9th of January, 1915, a Christian lady (Flor-
ence M. Reid) wrote to us: “The President of
the Republic a few days since took the Em-
peror’s place in the offering of the ‘sacrifice of
heaven’, on which occasion he wore the head-
dress [mitre] referred to in your booklet
‘Mythology and the Bible’ which you sent me”.

Thus we may see the far-reaching influence
of that idolatrous system set up in ancient
Babylon. That “Mystery of Iniquity” has in-
deed deceived all the world so that, as the
Scriptures truly say, the nations have been
made drunken or mad. But the followers of God
and Christ are not deceived; they are not ig-
norant of Satan’s devices, for “he that is spirit-
ual discerneth all things, yet he himself is dis-
cerned of no man”. The “Mvstery of Godliness”

cannot be penetrated except by those who are
initiated through the anointing of the holy
spirit.—1 Corinthians 2:9, 10.

Let us be thankful if we dwell in the “secret
place of the Most High”. It is given to very
few to be permitted to know God and Jesus
Christ, whom He sent. We recall the words of
Jesus, related in Matthew 11:25, 26: “I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be-
cause thou hast hid these things from the wise
and. prudent, and hast revealed them unto
Even so, Father: for so it scemed good
in thy sight.” Can we be certain that we are of
{l:ose who are initiated in the my:tervies of God?
Yes; for the Apostle John says: “We know that
we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren”.

And now, if any desire further information
regarding the “Mystery” of God’s glorious plan
of the ages, and its great counterfeit the “Mys-
tery of Iniquity,” we refer you to The Divine
Plun of the Ages, issued by the Watch Tower -
Bible and Tract Society, of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
and of London, England.

[Noté: Coples of this article, 3uthology and the Bidle,
may be procured tn booklet form (nr 55 cents. or 2s. 3d. per
doien) by applying direct to: Mr. Morton Edgar, 224 West
Itegent Street, Glasgow, Scotland.]
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Mythology and the Bible.

T may be asked: What paossible connection can
there be between Mythology and the Bihle? Is
not a myth an untruth ; whereas the Bible is the
“Word of Truth™?

It is important o notice, however, that many of the
ancient mythical tales have a substratum of historical
tacl ; and much in them that appears fabulous and
nonsensical on the surface, proves on careful investi-
gation 0 have a hidden meaning.

I'nat the ancient nations of Babylon, Egypt, Greece,
etc., were highly civilised is demonstrated by the
remains of their wonderful architecture, the style of
which cannot be improved upon even by the advanced
nations of our day. Such cultured people must have
had somne reason, satisfactory to themselves, to induce
them to worship their mythical gods. The Bible
throws light upon this question; and a little knowledge
of Mythology aids us to understand a number of very
obseure texis of the Scriptures.

Scriptural Recognltion of Heathen Gods.

In giving the law to the Israelites, the Lord com-
rmanded them to on no account worship the gods of the
other naiions; bul we read of many iustances where
they deliberately disregarded this injunction, and were
in consequence punished until they returned to Him,
the only true God. Jeremiah records a ease in point
in chapier %4 verses 15-19 25— As for the word that
thou hast spoken untc us in the name of the Lord, we
will not hearken unto thee, but we will certainly do
whatenver thing goeth forth out of our own mouth,
to burn incense nnto the qiieen of heaven, and to pous
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out drink offerings vnio her, as we have done, we, and
our fathers, our kings and eur princes, in the clties of
Judah, and in the streets ot Jerusalem: for then had
we plenty of vietuals, and were well, and saw no evil.
But since we left off 10 burn incense to the queen of
heaven, and to pour cut drink offerings unta her, we
have wanted all thinzs, and have been consumed by
the sword and by the famine. And when we burnel
incense to the gqueen of heaven,” etc. See also Jer
7:17, 19— Seest thou not what they do in the ri
of Jndah and in the streets of Jerusalem? The childre.
gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and 1t
women kneed thelr dough, to make cakes to i1
of heaven, and they pour out «rink offerings unta ot
gods, that they may provoke me to ang w

Wheo was this “ Queen of heaven” in ¢
ing Jews had such implicii confidence?

In Judges 2:11-13 is recc 1 anot \
of the Israelites: “ And (b forscok the Lord God of
their fathers which brought em aut of the land

fall -

Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of
people that were roun:d about them, and bowed

selves unto them, and provoked the Lord unto anger
And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and
Ashtaroth.”

VWho was Baal? Who was Ashtaroth?

As ail are aware, the Bible contains many references
10 Baal; yet it does not disclose the identity of this
god, nor ‘explain why the Taith]e_ss Jews and 0”':__
peoples so consistently rendered him obeisance. It is
here that we are aided by Mythology, the study _u.f
which reveals the fact tha( the god Baal, and t.h_g gf"fl.'
dess the Queen of heaven, were universally \‘vops}ﬂm.u_u.
under various names and titles, I\lee this is r_ECu._T.
nised by students of Mythology, it is not s0 generally
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realised that these same deities are even
amppc';i i our very midsi by the adherents of that
great Jdolalmus System which the Scriptures name
" Babylon the Great":

: The Two Babyions.
I{Jstor_y proves that Papacy's adoration of images,
dead saints and relics, its holy candles, holy water,

8tc., and all its vain ritual, are borrowed from heathen

sources. Papacy's excuse, as voiced by Cardinal New-
man, is that although it is admitted that such things
are “ the very instruments and appendages of demon-
worship,” they were, however, “ sanctified by adoption
into the church ” (Newman's Development, pp. 359, 360 .
But it is now clearly wppareit that the Romish Churel
has not been justified in adopting heathen customs and
practices. For this very reason, Papacy is denominated
* Babylon the Greai "; the Babylon of old was full of
these abominations, and therefore well typified the
fallen church of the Gospel Age,

now wor-3

Babylon was the first nation or kingdom after the

deluge, and by it idolatrous w orship was inaungurated
Comparing Jer. 51: 6-8, with Rev. 17 4 5. 14:88
We notice that almost the same expressions are used

In Jeremial, ancient Babylon is said to have been g |

golden cup in the Lord’s hands. by which all nations
were made drunken—drunken with the wine of false

religion. In Revelation © Babylon the Great” is callac 1

the *Mother of Harlots,” the parent system, which
made all naticns drink of her golden cup full of
abominations, the wine of false doctrins. As typica
Babylon fell, so shall antitypical “ Babylon the Great |
fall never to rise.

Thal Babylon was the first naticn after the fload i
shown by Gen. 10 :8-12. This reference, also, fMrnishe:
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4 clue to the origin of the worship of false gods; and
VY tdmparing with certain statemends in mytholowical
lestgrles we get a [urther clue to (he identity of these
deities. We read: “And Cush begai Nimrod: he
be.gan to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a
mighly hunter befcre the Lord: wherefors it is said,
‘Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord.'
And the beginning of his kingdom was Babvlon, and
Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar
Out of that land he went forth into Assyria and builded
Nineveh,” etc. (See margin.) g

Nimrod the Mighty Hunter, and his influence
in the World.

Why should the Bible make special mention of
Nimrod ? Because he was the first to hecome mighty ;
and even to this day the countries of Babylonia and
Assyria are filled with the name of Nimrod. When
Moses wrote Genesis, although Nimrod had long since
passed away, his name had become a proverb, so that
it was a popular saying : “ Even as Nimrod the mighty
hunter before the Lord.” His might lay in the fact of
his being a hunter; for we must reflect on the con-
ditions which would obtain in the earth in his day.
Only four human pairs were preservedd from the waters
of the deluge ; but many kinds of animals came forth
from the ark ; and as these animals multiplied one can
see how the terror of the more ferocions among them
would lay hold vupon all men. He, therefore, wha
brought destruction to the tiger, the leopard, the lion,
the python, was regarded as the great benefactor, the
man above all others to be honoured by his fellows
and commemorated by posterity.

The universal popularity of an individual must
be a force for goond or for evil to the community.

fi

Although the Scriptures do not directly allude to the
nature of the influence exerted by Nimrod, we may
safely infer from the character of his pareutage, and
from other circumstances, that it was evil. That his
grandfather,Ham,had a depraved disposition is proved
in Gen. 9:18-25; while in the same connection Shem
was given a special blessing because of his purity
(verse 26). Thus we gather that very shortly after the
deluge the human race was divided into two camps,
one for the Lord and righteousness among whom Shem
took the leading part, the cther for unrighteousness
with Ham as the principal apostate., Of the latter
branch of the race Nimrod was descended.

It is improbable, therefore, that the declaration that
Nimrod was a “ mighty hunter before the Lord " sig-
nifies that he in any way sought thus to honour the
Lord. In such a connection the phrase “ before the
Lord " rather implies a belittling of the Lord's power
to protect His own. Perceiving the menaced condition
of the race, Nimrod, trusting to his own prowess, came
forward as the bold saviour of the world, and becom-
ing a mighty one in the earth attracted men's attention
away from the Lord. The natural resuit of the
admiration of a man of Nimrod’s character must
necessarily have been to destroy reverence for God,
and thus lead to the adoration and worship of the
creature instead of the Creator. That the world did
tall into infidelity shortly after the flood is proved
from the first part of the eleventh chapter of Genesis.
The great Jewish historian Josephus says in confirma-
tion : * The multitude were very ready to follow the
determination of Nimrcd, and to esteem it a piece of
cowardice to submit to God"” (Ant. 1:4:2).

We cannot suppose, however, that the saintly few
would permit this evil without exerting some effort to
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siay the downward course, for the Lord's peopie 1n ail
d4ges irom e wime ol righilcous Abel have protested
against sin. If the {radition of the Jews be true that
ohem was Melchizedee (and the claim seems reason-
able and quite in accord with Scripture analogy), themn,
A3 * P’riest of the most high God ” he must have been
4 very Hercules in the Lord's cause, and a constant
check to the evilly disposed.

Thus far we may veasonably infer from the brief
references to Nimrod given in the Scripiures. To
gain further information about this mighiy hunter we
require to study ihe pages of Mythology.

Ninus and Semiramis.

in Gen. 10:11, already quoied, we read that Nimrod
built iie city of Nineveh. This little item of Bible
history enables us to ideniily Nimrcd with the king
Ninus of classical writings, The name Ninevell
literally means ** The habitation of Ninns.” The his-
torian Apollodorus expressly states that “ Ninus is
Nimrod " (Apollodori, Fragm. 68 in Mdller, Vol. i, p.
440}, In Wie ancient records of Justin and Diodorus
Siculus, Ninus 15 credited with similar Lingly powers
as are altributed to Nimrod by the Scriptures (Justin.
Hist. Rom. Script., Vol. ii, p. 615 ; Diodorus, Bibliotheca,
ik, i3, p. 63). Ninus was the son, as well as the
husband, of Semiramis. According to Eusebius these
two reigned as king and queen in the time of Abrahamm:
but the great chronologist Clinton, and the celebrated
Excavator and Linguist Layard, both assign an earlier
date to the reign of Ninus and Semiramis.

In one of the famous scuiptures of ancient Babylon,
Ninus and Semiramis are represenfed as actively
engaged in the pursuits of the chase, the * quiver-
bearing Semiramis” being a fif companion for the

“mighty Hunter before the Lerd »
p. 89).

Semiramis was a beautiful but very d vedwoman,
and it is to her that murch of the extravagant and
licentious character of the heathen religions has been
ascribed. In his work Inferno in the 5th Canto, Dante
pictures Semiramis as one of the damned in hell (not
purgatory); and he also mentions Ninus in the same
connection. Although Dante's “visions” were a fig-
ment of his imaginatton t his consigning Semiramis
1o eternal punishing shaws the bad esteem in which
stie was held.

Dicdorus,

The “Mystorieza” of the Heathen Religlona.

The Chaldean * Mysteries” can be traced hack (o
the days of Semiramis. It appears that her hushand's
apostacy was quite open, and consisted mainly in
leading men into sensuality, teaching them that they
might enjoy the “ pleasures of sin” without fear of
retribution from a holy God. In his hunting expedi-
tions he was accompanied by troops of women ; and
by musie, games and revelries, and everything thai
pleases the natural heart, he insinuated himself into
the favour of the world. It was afier the death of
Ninus or Nimrod that the secret “ Mysteries' were set
up by Semiramis and her followers.

Nimrod's death is not noticed in the Seriptures,
but there was an ancient tradition that his end was
violent. Strange though it may seem, numerous lines
of evidence {which we shall investigate as we proceed)
prove that it was this very death ol Nimrod that
constituted the foundational theme of (he Mysteries.”

* Bgg tha Hev. Alexander Hislop's wasterly work eulitled e Twe
Babylons (1867}



Salverté informs us that all who souglht initiation into
these systems were compelled to drink peculiar intoxi-
cating beverages. This is undoubtedly the origin of
Jeremiah's allusion to the golden cup which made all
nations drunken; for every nation received its idcla-
irous religion irom Babylon.

In all essentials the ‘“ Mysteries” of the different
nations were the same, each being fashioned after the
pattern of the “ Mother " nation Babylon. Regarding
this Layard says: “Of the great antiquity of this
primative worship there is abundant evidence, and
that it originated among the inhabitants of the Assyrian
plains, we have the united testimony of sacred and
profane history. 1t obtained the epithet of perfect, and
was believed to be the most ancient religious system,
having preceded that of the Egyptians. The identity
of many of the Assyrian doctrines with those of
Egypt is alluded to by Porphyry and Clemens.” Birch,
also, says: “ The Zodiacal signs show unequi-
vocally that the Greeks derived their notions and
arrangements of the Zodiac [and consequently their
Mythology, which was intertwined with it] from the
Chaldeans. The identity of Nimrod with the constel-
lation Orion is not to be rejected " (Layard, Nineveh
and fts Remains, Vol, ii, pp. 439, 440).

We see, therefore, that ancient Babylon was a
fitting type of that wonderful *Mystery of Iniquity”
of the Gospel Age, called “Babylon the Great.” Just
as that great system had its small beginning in the
days of the Apostles, being alluded to by Paul in 2
Thess. 2:7—*The mystery of iniquity doth already
work,” and afterwards attained so great dimensions
that it has deceived the whole world, so the iypical
Mystery in literal Babylon also began in a small way,
then grew and extended, and latterly became so uni-
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versal that all nations weve made “ mad,” i.e., void of
judgment. .O'nly those who worship the true God
have the spirit of a sound mind (RETim. T Wy

‘“Mother and Son” worship.

While in “ Babylon the Great " the principal subjects
of dovot'lon' are the Madonna and her child (said to
be the virgin Mary and Jesus), so in typical Babylon
the popular worship was extended to a goddess mother
and her son, who had their origin in Semiramis and
her son Ninus (the Hebrew word for “son' is nin).
Remembering the religious influence which proceeded
from Babylon, we have here the explanation of the
universal adoration of the “Mother and Son.” In
Greece they were worshipped as Ceres the great
mother, with the babe at her breast; or as Irene the
goddess of Peace, with the boy Plutus in her arms.
In Pagan Rome as Fortuna and Jupiter-puer, or
Jupiter the boy. In Asia as Cybele and Dedius, In
India as Isi and Iswara; and even in Thibet, China,
and Japan, missionaries were astonished to find the
exact counterpart of the Madonna and her child as
devoutly reverenced as in Papal Rome itself !

The Egyptian Cod Osiris was Nimrod.

In Egypt the Mother was worshipped as Isis, and the
Son as Osiris, though more often as Horus. Regard-
ing Osiris, Bunsen shows that he was represented as at
once the Son and Husband of his mother, and actually
bore as one of his titles of honour the name * Husbanil
of the Mother” (Bunsen, Vol i pp. 438, 439). This
serves to identify Osiris with Ninus who married his
own motner. There are many strong proofs that
Osiris was Nimrod or Ninus. In some of his forms
Osiris was represented clothed in a leopard's skin;
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and as 1t is & principle in every religion that the high
priest wears the insignia of the god whom he serves,
the Egyptian high priest wore a leopard’s skin when
officiating on all important occasions. This article of
apparel was intended to commemorate some outstand-
ing event in connection with the god Osiris; for all
the strange clothing and head-gear of the heathen gads
and priests were signs or symbols intended to convey
s0me meaning (o those who were educated 1o under-
stand them—that is, to the *‘initiated.” We who are
initiated into the mysteries of God's glorious plan of
the Ages (Mark 4 :11), have an understanding of the
symbolisms of the garments of the Jewish high priests.
The name Nimrod means literaily * The subduer of
the lenpard,” being derived from rimr *a leopard,”
and rad “to subdue.” In these ancient davs much
significance was attached to names, as students of the
Bible are aware. Nimrod's name, therefore, implied
that his fame as a hunter rested mainly on the fact that
he had discovered the art of training the leopard (o
aid him in hunting the other wild beasts. A particular
kind of leopard, named the cheetah Is used for hunting
in India even at this day. When we find that Osiris
and his priests are represcited arrayved in leopard's
skins, we may be sure tha( deep meaning was aftached
to this costume ; we believe that it was intended (o
convey to the initiates the understanding that their
god Osiris was in realily Nimrod, the renowned
“ Leopard-tamer,” It is well known that Nimrod or
Ninus, on becoming mighty, extended his dominion,
gonaguering Egvot, in addition to other countries,
Piutarch savs there was a tradition among the
Egyptians that " Osiris was black ¥ (D dsid, "2l O%8
Vol. ii, p. 359). As the Egyptians were dark people
themselves, the blackness of Osiris must have heen
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more than ordinary ro have called for special cour
ment. In his book of Plaies, Belzoni shows a colourec
drawing of the recognised figure of Osiris, which he
copied from the life-size paintings on the walls in one
of the tombs of the kings at Thebes (Plate V). The
face and hands of this figure are jet black, Wilkinson,
also, in his 6ih volume, shows a figure of Osiris which
has the features of the negro; and it is significant that
this negro-figure of Osiris is clothed in a lecparc’s
skin, Professor C. Piazzi Smyth draws attention to
Ilie unmistakable negro features of the great Sphinx
near the Pyramids of Gizeh, which idol is pronounced
10 be a representation of Horus, the son of Osiris and
Isis. Horus, however, is only another form of Osiris.
This, then, is further identification of Osiris with
Nimrod, for Nimrod was black, being the son of Cush,
whose name signifies “ black.” Ham, also, was black ;
he is the father of all the black races.

The Ethiopians were very black, and this people
were descendants of Cush. Eusehius says: " Chus was
he from whom came the Ethioplans " (Chronicon, Vol.
ii, p. 109). Josephus says the same. In the original of
Jer. 13:23, the word “Ethiopian” reads * Cushite,"—
* Can the Cushite change his <kin, or the leopard his
spots? " See also Gen. 2:13, margin.

Nimrod's Death the Foundatlonal Theme of
Heathen Religions.

There are many more proofs of the identiflcation of
the Egyptian god Osiris with the Babylonian Nimrod,
but those we have mentioned will suffice for our
present purpose, narmely, to gain information as to the
manner of Nimrod's death; for the account of the
death of Osiris is well known. Osiris met with a
violent death, and that vialent death of Osiris was the
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(:(J,Ix_lr_rql .UH,‘_I'I?I‘ ol ithe whole idolatry of Fgypt. [
(t):?u'm wis Nimrod, as we have seen reason to. believe,
pl;i.;.le's{_solimddealth of Osiris which the Egyptians so

tically deplored in their annual festivals, was jus
the death of Nimrod. ’ R

The account of the death of Osiris as given in the
Egyptian Book of the Dead(a copy of which is frequently
fou_ul:d entombed with mummies), is as follows : While
Osiris was absent on a certain occasion, his enemy,
Who was named Sem, entered into a conspiracy with
7? of the leading men of Egypt to put Osiris (o death.
The plot succeeded. Qsiris was slain, and his bodv
was torn into 14 pieces which was scattered through-
out the country, Isis greatly lamented her husband's
dgath, and searched about for the pieces of his body.
Wherever she discovered a piece, she buried it and
erected a shrine over it,

The Patriarch Shem, and his Codly Infiusnoe
In the World.

Wilkinson shows (Vol. v, p. 17) that Sem was one
of the names of the primitive Egyptian Hercules,
wha was said to have, by the power of God, foughi
and overcome the giants who had rebelled against
hieaven. In plain language this mythical tale simply
means that the Hercules Sem or Shem (see Like 3:36),
the great opponent of idolatry, was enabled by the
power or spirit of God to so convince the tribunal of
72 supreme Judges of Egypt of the enormity of the
offence of Osiris or Nimrod, as to persiuade them to
condemn and put that * mighty one ” or giant to death
and to send parts of his dismembered hody ta the
various cities as a solemn declaralion in their name,
that “whosoever follows the example of Nimrof
(Osiris) shall meet with a like penalty.” In following
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this course Shem was aclulg according to a recognised
judieial custom, instances of which are found in the
Scriptures (see Judges 19:29; and 1 Samuel 11:7).

Alterwards, the upholders of the idolatrous religious
system of Egypt stigmatised the leader of the “con-
spiracy ” as Typho, or the “Evil One.” Qne of the
most noted names by which Typho was called, was
Seth {FEpiphanius, Adv. Heeres, lib. iil). The names
Seth and Shem are synonymous, both alike signifying
“The appointed one.”

This persuasive power of Shem, by which he caused
the greaf Nimrod to be condemned to death, was
symbolised by the tusks of a wild boar. We read in
Mythology that the god Adonis perished by the tusks
of a wild boar. Now Adonis is identical with the god
Tammuz, and Tammuz with Osiris (Kitfo's Nustrated
Commentary, Vol iv, p. 141 ; Wilkinson’s Elgypriuns,\-ql,
v. p. 3). In Fgvpt, the pig was the symbol of evil;
and as the horn is the ancient symbol of power, being
so recognised in Scriptures, the tnsks in the mouth of
the male pig signifies that it was by the * power of r_11§
mouth ” that the evil one, Seth, caused Adonis {Osiris)
to be put to death. In memory of this deed, the
peoples of many countries have caused countless boars
to lose their heads in sacrifice to the outraged god.
This explains why the hoar's or pig’s head is even af
this day a recognized dish at the Christmas dinner in
Brifain, though the reason for the custom has long
heen forgotten. In India, a demon with a *“boar's
face™ i5 said to have gained sueh power through his
dewotions, that he oppressed the “devotees” or Wor-
shippers of the gods, who had to hide themselves_
(Moor's Pantheon, p. 19). Even in Japan there seems

he a similar myth.
fo'I‘lms the righteous Shem, blessed by Jehovab, has
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been stigmatised and misrepresented in ali the leatlien
religions of the world; while the idolatrous Nirarad
who led men away [rom the true God, and who was
lustly condemned to death because of his evil deeds.
fias been exalted to the status of a god himself. This
turning of things upside-down, however, shall noi
stand, for Jehovah shall now soon vindicate himsell
on behalf of his rightecus servants,

We are reminded here of what the Fgyptian his-
torian Manetho wrote regarding the builders of the
Great Pyramid : “ There came up from the East, in a
strange manner, men of an igncoble race, who had the
confldence {0 invade our country, and easily subdued
it by their power without a battle. All this invading
nation was styled Hyksos—that is, Shepherd Kings.™
He adds that this people afterwards departed tfor Judea
and built there a city named Jerusalemn. The head of
these Shepherd Kings has been recognised as the
patriarch Shem, and Shem as Melchizedec, king of
Salemn (Heb. 7:1, 2), It is certainly quite in keeping
with the exalted methods of this “king of peace” thai
he subdued the Egyptians without a battle, persuading
them only by the spirit or power of God to cloze
their idolatrous temples and do his bidding (see Greut
Pyramid Passages, Vol. i, pars. 46). It shows how
wondertul was the godly influence which ihis venerable
king and * priest of the most bigh God " exercized in
the early stages of the “ present evil world.,” He was
indeed a fit type of Christ in the Millennial Age, whom
God sware would be a “ Priest forever after the order
of Melchizedec (Psa, 110:4). In face of such great
power for rightecusness, one can se2 how the '1_z'uquit§'
instigated by Satan, the “god of this world, w‘ot‘nd
require to be very warily conducted. Hance the tavm
“mysiery " or “secret” of inguity.

<l
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The False "Soed of ths Woiman.»

When the mighty Nimrod was violentiv put 1o h
in the midst of his career, great indeed mJus{t ha?e jl?:eLb
the lamentation among his followers. Semiramis
would,ﬁ naturaily, experience the greatest grief and
loss. She ha_d shared with him his kingdom and glory,
b_m. now all this honour had suddenly come (o an end
Eae.rrm"'eums, however, was a woman of unbounded
ambiiion, and she by no means intended to quietly step
aside without a bid for fame 0N her own account,
That she succeeded in making a name [or hersell is
fully atiested by the pages of ancient history. A maost
daring sugrestion was advanced which she seized upan
and resolnrely carried out—namely, that she should
clalm that her dead son was none other than the
promised " seed of the woman " who had besn destined
to bruise the serpent’s head, and who, in doing so, was
to bave his own heel bruised! Formerly her son had
been honoured as the mighty hunter and benefactor o
the world; but though he was now dead che would
deciare that he had risen and had been deified, and
thus have him worshipped as a god!

We say that this bold scheme was sugpested 10
Semiramis, for who could have insiigated such an
lmposition except the “father of lies”? That “old
serpeni,” Satan, caused the fall of mankind through
his lving suggestion to Eve (Gen. 3:1-6), and he now
atternpted to frustrate Jehovah's glorious plan of
redemption by introducing his false Messiah a lying
counierfeit of the true. In consequence of this the
whole world has been led astray, and few indeed have
had the privilege of knowing God and Jesus Christ
whom He sent. Only those who have been initiated
into the mystery of God by means of the enlightening
action of the Haly Spirit, have been able to discern
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the true Messiah (Matt. 16 : 15-17). We are 1'0]9:rnd 11‘n
koow that the time is not now Ilv_ll' distant \»-;.\-n-ms
poor deceived world will have its eyes opened and
recognise its (rue Redeemer, and when the people
will shout: “Lo, THIS is our God; we havp waited
for him, and HE will save us" (Isa. %5: 9). Eu_itan has
taken advantage of the religions element 1n”rrl1ar\1,l
and by his blinding lies has directed Lhe‘ wohlldsl
worship to himsell, becoming in very deed }_.}e 8ok
of this world " (2 Cor. 4:4). He had said in ;.ns heart
“1 shail be like the most High," and h_e sought to
follow out this desire in every pos;qlble way. Bvl‘it he
shall be “cut down to the gx'oun{{ in the Y,orq:. due
time (Isa. 14:12-17); and Jesus Christ, who did not
seek to be equal with God, but made Vhlmseh[ of %0
reputation and was obedient uuto death, bgall_ I
highly exalied and given a name which is :}1)0\:} eLe(:\_:r
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee ‘“‘“:‘“I =
in adoration and worship (Philipplans 3 : 6-[‘1_1)7-.-:;;10" I
“ Exalt him that is low, a_nddabasei{}nm that is high,"” is
inci on which God works. .
m’?‘h%ng;;gil:rchs, and the ancient ':yurlz'l_ in gf?l,neral.l.
were acquainted with the story of the tempu_a’.mn :;
liden, and they knew that the seed of thg wumant}\l.{
.1Itim:ate.1y to desiroy the tempter. ‘Dmaus,e (')‘trt Jéf
and because of the innate wickedness of .Lpe he.eE ri'eit
men (Jer. 17:9), Satan was able to foist hl'br coun—.ie t. ; :
“ Seed of the woman " upon the wcrlq, We know rt’ .124
this is so, for there is hardly a people on g?ml_l v::eup";
mythological religion does not condain rhfelerﬁpfel_'
the “ Seed” bruising the head of the serpent.' e
rir{g to this phase of Ltlle.rellg{%g)s Sv.t\ :“em!}}f': Ejﬁi‘
ntri 7ilkinson (Vol. iv, p. 395) says: * T :
Cfg?tﬁgl%s} me adversaries of \th? !:,gyfm:u} g-mf I,iﬁ':l-g;
rOsil-is in another formj is frequently figured und
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the form of o stioke, whose head he is see
With @ spear. The same fable occurs in the religion
of In(_lla, where the malignant serpent Calyia is slain
by Vishnu, in his avatar lincarnation] of Crishna.
lhe Scandinavian deity Thor was said to have
tnjms.eq the head of the great serpent with his mace.
The origin of this may be readily traced to the Bible.”
The Greeks. als0, represented Lheir god Apollo as
slaying the serpent Pytho; and Humboldt shows thal
the Mexicans had the same belief concerning their
god Teotl: “The Serpent crushed by the great spirit
Teot], when le tales the form of one of the subaltern
deities, is the genius of evil—a real Kakodmxmon
Mexican Researches Vol, i, p. 228). When examination
i> made of these various myths, it is found that in
almost every case the serpent-destroying god dies as
the result of injuries received in jhe combat, thus
showing that the Pagans knew that it was by dying
that the promised Seed was to destroy ihe adversary,

In the above quotation from Wilkinson, it will be
toticed that he attributes to the Bible the knowledge
Wwhich the Pagans had of destroying the serpent as the
incarnation of evil; but he no doubt means that this
tnowledge may be traced to the account of the temp-
tation in Eden, which afterwards appeared in the
Bible. The Bible as we have it, of course, did not
begin to be written till after the Exodus of the
[sraelites from Egypt, 1615 B.C. Long before this
date {The Exodus was 857 vears affer the flood) the
false religions of Babylonia, Egypt, and the other
countries were fully set up, originating, as we have
said, with Semiramis and her lollowers. TIn the midst
ot all this idolatry, however, the Lord always had his
faithful few—Noah, Shem, Abraham, and others being
specially mentioned. It was because the worship of

n piercing
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the false Messiah was in full operation in Egypt
and in the other counfries, that Jehovan repeatedly
warned his people, the Jew ish nation, against follow-
ing them. Bowing down to “ sticks and stones” was
in reality the worship of the dead. These images
enslaved the minds of those who served them, giving
a seeming actuality to beings who did not exxst for
the “gods” whom they represented were in fheir
graves, and are still waiting for the resurrection in the
Millennial reign of Christ.

The “Image of Jealousy.”

We have already menticned the facl that the popuw-
lar subjects of worship in every nation have been the
“ Mother and Son,” images of whom were everywhere
set up. Lven the Jewish nation was for a time guilty
of worshipping the Babylonian goddess with the false
Seed in her arms, for one of her images is evidently
referred to by Ezekiel (8:3) when he says: “ And th:
spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven,
and brought me in the visions of Gaod to Jerusalem, to
the door of the inner gaie that lcoketh toward the
north ; where was the seat of the image of jealousy,
which provoketh to jealousy.” This image of the
“ Mother and Son,” erected as the result of the jealousy
ol Satan against the coming frae Seed of the woman,
provoked God to jealousy because it misdirected the
devotion of His people, to whom He had said: “Thou
shalt iave no other gods before me. Thou shalt nol
make unto thee any graven image. . . . Thou shalt not
bow down thyself to them nor serve 1hem for T the
Lord thy (sod am a jealous God" (FEx. 20:3-5). In
Egypt the * Mother and Son ™ were worshipped as Isis
and Osiris, whose very names signify *“the woman”
and ““the seed”; for Isis is the Greek form of H'isha,
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—fhe woman; and Oslris is read on the Fgyptlan
monuments He-siri,—the seed.

The "Delficatlon” of Nimrod.

The mythical story in Egypt of the deification of
Nimrod by Semiramis is to the effect that Isis, who was
4 great enchantress and had much knowledge of “magi-
cal ceremonies,” insiructed Horus and a number of
his *“followers " to perform a series of operations in
connection with the burial of his father, which had the
elfect of raising Osiris from the dead, and of establish-
ing him as king in Amenti, i.e., the “ Hidden Place,” or
the other world (Fourth Sallier Papyrus in the British
Museum.-—Although Herus was the son of Osiris, he
was merely another form of Osiris himself, being a
naw incarnation of that god).

Thus, by following Satan’s lie, that the dead are not
dead, Semiramis and her deluded followers caused
nthers to believe that Nimrod was not now dead, but
that he had been resurrected, and had become a god
and should be reverenced as such. But it is evident
that if this advanced form of idolatry was to hecome
established, it was indispensable that it should be in-
augurated in secret, and bhe operated with extreme
caution ; for the terror of execution, lately inflicted on
orle so mighty as Nimrod, was (0o real to be ignored.
This, then, was the beginning of that iniquitons system
of “Mystery” which has been so far-reaching in its
desolating effects, and which the Lord used as a type
of that still greater “desolating abomination,” the
mystic ' Boabylon the Great” of the Gospel Age,

The wvery nature nof the *dysteries” gave greal
facilities for imposing on the senses of those who were
being “ initiated.” It is well known that magical arts
were invented by the Chaldeans. Epiphanius, after
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considering the evidences open in his day, pronounced
it as his opinion that it was “Nimrod that established
the sciences of magic and astronomy  (Adv. Heeres,
lib. 1, tom. i, Vol. i, p. 7 ¢). All the fertile resources of
magic, therefore, were employed by Semiramis and
her intimate followers, to give colour to the lying
depeptlons of those Mysteries of which she was the
originator. Buf notwithstanding all the care and pre-
cautions of the conductors of these ceremonies, enough
has leaked out to enable us to gain a clear insight into
their character,

Candidates for initiation were made to pass through
the ordeal of the confessional, and were required to
swear by binding oaths {0 maintain the secrecy of the
system they were desirous of entering. After thus
surrendering themselves implicitly to the priests, they
were anointed with “ magical ointments " which intro-
luced into their bodily systems such drugs as tended
.0 excite their imaginations and add to the power of
:he indispensable intoxicating drinks, that they might
oe prepared for the visions and revelations that were
1bout to be made to them. Wilkinson, describing the
axperiences of those undergoing the process of initia-
ion, says: *“ Strange and amazing objects presented
Jhemselves. Sometimes the place they were in seemed
;0 shake around them ; sometimes it appeared bright
and resplendent with light and radiant fire, and then
again covered with black darkness, sometimes thunder
and lightning, sometimes fearful noises and bellow-
ings, sometimes terrible apparitions astonished the
frembling spectators” (Egyptians, Vol. v, p. 326).
Then,at last,the great hidden god was revealed to them
in such a manner as to allay their fears and call forth
their admiration and blind affections. It was easy for
hose who controlled the Mysteries, having discovered
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seientific seerets which they jealously preserved il
their own exclusive keeping, to give the lgnoraint
initiates what might seem ocular demonstration that
Nimrod who had been slain, and for whom such lamen-
tations had been made, was again alive, and now
encompassed with heavenly glory. Thus the whole
system of the secret * Mysteries”” of Babylon intro
duced by the help of magic (sham miracles), was
intended to glorify a dead man; and when once the
worship of one dead man was established, the worshij
of many more was sure to follow.

In this way Nimrod became the “father of the
gods,” being said to be the first of * deified mortals.”
As such he was worshipped under the titles of Krono
and Saturn, Saturn was the god of the Mysteries, thi
name itself signifying “the Hidden one.” He wa
revealed to the initiated, but hidden to all others.

The Identity of the Creek God Bacchus.

Another of the names under which the deifiel
Nimrod received honour was Bacchus. In Greece
Bacchus was symbolically represented by a spotte
fawn, which animal was intended in the ﬁlgurat]v
language of the Mysteries 1o covertly identify Bac
chus with Nimrod. The name of the fawn in Greec
was “ Nebros,” which signifies the spotted one,
while the name of Nimrod, as Kknown to th
Greeks, was ‘ Nebrod,” and is so trgmslated'm th
Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures—i.e., th
Septuagint. It will be remembered that Nimrc
gained much of his success as a hunter by trainin
the leopard to assist him in the chase. The} skm_ot tl
tawn was intended to suggest the spotted leopals
The custom of wearing the skin of the fawn appea.

23



to have been imported from Assyria direct, for some
c‘:culpiurps excavated in Nineveh show a god bearing
a spotted fawn in his arm, in such a way as to indicate
that the animal is to be regarded as a symbol (Vaux's
Nineveh and Persepolis, chap, viii, p. 233). Leaopards
were employed to draw the car of Bacchus: and he
himself was represented clothed with a lecpard's skin
us were also his priests, although sometimes the skin
of the fawn was substituted.

The Greek Bacchus and his priesthood, therefore.
were in this respect similar to the Egyptian Qsiris and
priesthood. Herodotus, the father of history, always
speaks ol Osiris as being Bacchus (lib. ii, cap. 42}, and
50 also does Diodorus, who says: “Orpheus introduced
from Egypt the greatest part of the mystical cere-
monies, the orgies that celebrate the wanderings of
Ceres, and thie whole fable of the shades below. The
rites of Osiris and Baecchus are the same ; those of Isia
and Ceres exactly resemble each cther, exeept in
name " {Bibliotheca, lib. i, b. 9). This is an additional
proof that Bacchus and Nimrod are the same, for we
have already seen that Osiris was Nimrod.

The ivy, so conspicuous in all Bacchanalian cele-
hrations, was an express symbol of Nimrod. The
Gireek word for ivy is “ Kissos”; and Kissos was one of
the titles of Bacchus (Pausanias, Atfica, cap. 31, p. 78).
Now, the name of the descendants of Cush was pro-
nounced in Greeee “ Kissiol” [Strabo, lib. xv, p. 691).
The ivy branch carried by the vaotaries af Bacchus.
therefore, signified to the initiated that Bacchus was
the “branch of Cush "—i.e., Nimrod, the son of Cush.
This al:o accounts for one of the titles of the Greek
zod Apollo—" Kisseus Apollon.” It serves to identify
apollo with Nimrod (among other proofs), meaning
itgrally “ The Cushite Apollo.”
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From Anacreon (p. 296) we learn that another of the
titles of Bacchus was * Ailhiopais,” which means “ the
son of Fthiops.” We have already pointed out that
the Ethiopians were descendants of Cush, and there
fore ZAithiops must have been Cush himseli, (See
Hab. 3:7, margin.)

The literal meaning of the name Bacchus is “ the
lamented one,” being derived from Bakhah *to weep "
or “lament.” Hesychius (p.179) says that among the
Phenicians “ Bacclios means weeping.” The Hebrew
word used in the Bible for weeping and lamenting is
Baca, or Bakah (See Psa. 846, where the word Baca
appears untransiated—* valley of Baca,” should reail
“valley of weeping "). On certain mystical Bacchan-
alian festivals a spotted fawn was torn in pieces, and
great lamentations were made. Photius tells us the
significance of this ceremony : “ The tearing in pieces
of the nebroi [or spotted fawns] was an imitation of
the suffering in the case of Dionysus™ or Bacchus
(Photius, Lexicon, pars. i, p. 291). Thus the greal
lamentations which followed the viclent death of
Nimrod (Nebrod), when his body was torn into 1%
pieces by the judges of Egypt, was annuoally com-
memorated by the various nations. The backsliding
women of Israel wept for the death of the false
Messiah under the name of Tammuz, in memory af
the wailing of Semiramis for the death of Nimred:
Ezek. 8:13, 14, reads: “ Turn thee yet again, and thou
shalt see greater aborninations that they do. Then he
brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord’s house
which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat
women weeping for Tammuz." It i5 significant that
these women sat at the north gate, the same place as
the seat of the “image of jealousy ” mentioned in
verge 2. Tammuz s ldentifled with Osirig, and s
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iherefore the sanie as Bacchus (Wilkinson's Egyplians,
N A, el o ST b B o) s K0

When Jesus, the true Messiah and Saviour of the
world, was being led to death, we read that the women
“pewailed and lamented him.” But Jesus rebuked
them and said: * Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not
for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your
children (Luke 23:27, 28).

Tlhe reason why Bacchus is commonly understood to
ba the god of wine, drunkenness and revelry, is because
of the effect which the mysteriousbeverages and oint-
ments had upon his devotees. The uninitiated merely
saw the after eifects, but did not understand the true
impori of these Bacchanalian orgles, which were
¢claimed to be for “the purification of souls " (Servius,
in Georg., lib. i, Vol. ii, p. 197). The *“elevating”
effect which the process of anointing, etc., had upon
the initiates of the false religions, is manifestly a
miserable counterfeit of the godly joy experienced by
those who, on being anointed with the Holy Spirit,
gain an understanding of the glorious truth as it shines
in the face of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 2:8-16). The
Apostle says: “Be not drunk with wine, wherein is
excess ; but be filled with the Holy Spirit; speaking
1o yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”
rEph. 5:18, 19). To the worldly, the exhilarating and
joyful effect which the IToly Spirit has upon those who
newly come into the light of God's Truth, seems to be
the result of intemperate drinking, or due to insanity.
Many of us have had the experience of being thus mis-
judged. So also were the members of the early Chiurch
at Pentecost misrepresented, some of the bystanders
mockingly saying : ** These men are full of new wine™
(Acts 2:1-18). But we care nothing for this, because
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we know that “the natural man receiveth not the
things of the spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2:14).

Not only was the anointing of the Holy Spirit
counterfeited by the false religions, but nearly every
virtue and exalted office was ascribed to the false
saviour of the world that belongs to Jesus Christ.
Without doubt this is the reason why Satan, the * god
of this world," by counterfeiting the truth as nearly as
possible, has had so great hold upon the hearts of man-
kind. The Apostle says: “ The whole world lieth in
the wicked one.,” We know that the great Papal
system, well-named Satan's Masterpiece, has been a
wonderful counterfeit of the glorious Millennial reign
of Christ; and now we see why it was denominated by
our Lord “ Babylon the Great,” because it was the
antitype of that iniquitous system which originated in
Babylon of old. Just as Satan tried to frustrate
Jehovah's plan of redemption, by forestalling the Mil-
lennial reign of Christ with his false Papal Millennium,
during which the Popes have successively reigned as
king of kings, and lords of lords; so he also sought
io becloud the purpose of God by forestalling the
advent of Jesus Christ, by bringing in his false
Messiah. It was claimed that the death of Osiris
(that is, of Nimrod) was sacrificial, submitted to for
the benefit of the world.

Osiris the False Saviour.

The monuments of Egypt show that the worship of
Osiris dates from the earliest times, and that he was
regarded as the * god-man who suffered, died, rose
again, and reigned eternally in heaven." He was the
“King of eternity, lord of the everlastingness, the
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prince of gods and men, the god of gods, klng of kings,
lord of lords, prince of princes, the governor of the
waorld, whose existence is everlasting " (Papyrus of Ani
Plate I, in the British Museum). Osiris was the god
who made men and women to risa from the dead, and
bestowed upon them averlasting life. He was the
resurrection itself (Guide to the Egyptian Collection in
the British Museum, p. 139). <0

We have already seen that, after the death and
mutilation of the body of Osiris, the man-god of
Egypt, by Seth (Shem), Horus the son of Osiris,
assisted by a number of beings who were called the
" followers of Horus,” performed a series of magical
rites whereby the rejoining of the limhs of the aodhwa.:
effected, and he revived. The Egyptians argued :
“ Certain ceremonies were performed by Horus on the
body of Osiris, and he was mummified, and as a resnlt
he rose to n\'etjla's'ling life : we therefore will have the
same ceremonies performed over our dead bodies, that
we also may live again.” This seemed to have been
the reasoning which originated the practice of mum-
miflcation. The Egvptians firmlv helieved that it the
body was not preserved after death, future life was
impossible. They therefore endeavoured above all
things to insure that their mummies would have per-
fect protection, spending large sums of monev on
intricate tombs, ete., so that it may truthfully be said
that this people expended more upon the dead than
upon the living. It demonstrates how “ void of judg-
ment"” they were, and how deceived by Satan ; for how
rauld the preservation of their poar hadies secure for
them a future life! We are reminded of the Apostle
Paul's ridicule of some who were evidently arguing
like the Egyptians: “ Thou fool, thou sowest not that
body that shall be ™!
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Tt is importent to notice that in thelr elaborate
religious system, the idea of repentance Never entered
tlie minds of the Egyptians. With them the com-
mission of sin was regarded merely as a breach of
the ritual law of the community, and could be atoned
for by certain payments, after which the law-breaker
considered himself free from all obligation, real or
moral, In the Coptic, which is the nearest to the
ancient language of Egypt, there is no word for
« repentance ; the translators were obliged to transfer
the Greek word itself into the Coptic version of the
New Testameni. As all heathen religions are essenti-
ally the same, this manifests a vital difference between
them and the true religion; far repentance from sins is
the first step in the work of salvation, as declared by
the Apostle Peter when he addressed the assembled
Israelites in the temple : “ Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that vour sins may be blotted out™ (Acts
3:19). The Papal Church follows the lead of its
ancient type in disannuling the need for repentance
from sins, and atonernent by the blood, by instituting
“indulgences " and the * sacrifices of the mass.”

Origin of the Yule Log and the
Christmas Tree.

One of the titles of the false Messiah was Baal-berith,
which means “ Lord of the Covenant,” and as such he
iz referred to in Judges 8:33—"“ And it came {0 pass,
as§ soon as (xideon was dead, that the children of
Israel turned again ... and made Baal-berith their
god.” It is now recognised that the 25th day of
December, although called * Christmas-day,"” is not the
true dav of the birth of our Lord Jesus. The begin-
ning of Octoher is more nearly correct for his birth
a8 a man, and April for his birth as a new creature.
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But the 25th day of December was originally ohzerved
by heathen countries far and wide, in honour of the
supposed birth of their false Messiah (Wilkinson's
Egyp_tzgns, Vol. iv, p, 405) : and it was in order to
ronciliate them, and to swell the number of the norm-
inal adhe:rents of Christianity (so called), that the
same festive-day was adopted by the Apostate Church
giving it only the name of Christ. The Christmas-tree.
s0 common at this dayv, was equally common in Paﬁari
Rome and Pagan Egypt. This is the reason why
“ Babylon the Great" adopted it, for there is no cOM-
mand In the Seriptures requiring the followers of
Christ to observe the day of his birth bv Christmas-
tree celebrations. Briefly—the putting of the * Yule
log ™ into the fire on Christmas eve, and the appear-
ance next morning of the Christmas-tree laden with
glfts,l‘epresented the consuming of the greai god who
ml_e the log, had been cut in pieces, and his after»birt}';
'n newness of life as the “Branch of God.,” or the
Tree that brings gifts to men. The Egyptians used
the palm for their Christmas-tree, but the people of
Pagan Rome used the fir, because the fir-tree covertly
symbolised the risen god as the Baal-berith of old
Babylon ; for Baal-berith—* Lord of the Covenant"
;i‘frers only one letter from Baal-bereth—* L.ord of the
ir-tree.”

The God Saturn, and Bull Worship.

The mystical symbol of Osiris was the young Apis
bull or calf, Apis being another name for 'Sat-urn, the
kidden one. The Apis bull was also known as Hap,
which in the Egyptian language means “to conceal.”
In the Chaldean language Hap means “to cover”
(Guide to the Egyptian Collection in the British Museum,
p. 131). We now see why the Jewish nation made
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and worshipped the 1mage of a call soon after leaving
Eoypl under Moses, claiming that this was Lhe goi
who had delivered them out of bondage, meaning, o
course, that Osiris whom the calf represented was thi
god. A figure of the Apis bull in a covering resem
bling the spotted skin of the leopard, is illustrated b
Col. Hamilton Smith (Biblical Cyclopadia, Vol. I, p
368). Attention has already been drawn to th
significance of the leopard's skin, which identifie
Osiris with Nimrod, the “subduer of the leopard.
[sis was represented by a cow, called the cow @
Athor, which is well-known to he a spoited coy
{Wilkinson, Vol. iv, p. 387, and Vol. vi, Plate 36).
The bull was the express symbol of Nimrod, bein
the hieroglyphic which showed him as the “might
one” and *lord of the chase.” In Assyria the wor
for “bull " signifies also a *“ruler " or “ prince ;" and
was for this reason that the wnighty kings of Babylon!
and Assyria, who succeeded and imitated Nimrod ti
first king, were represented by great human-heade
bulls. These bulls, also, have wide-expanding wing
to show that not only was the Xing himself a might
one, but that he had “mighty ones" under his cor
mand. Nimrod and his followers are the mighty one
or “ giants " who are spoken of in Mythology as havir
“ rebelled against heaven.” The Hebrew word
“mighty one” in Gen.10:8 is “ Gheber " (this san
word is translated “ giant” in Job 16:14). A synony
{or Gheber is “Abir”; but ** Aber,” pronounced near
the same as Abir, is the word for * wing.” Thu
“Baal-abirin™ means “Lord of the mighty ones
while “Baal-aberin” means *“ lord of the wings,”
“winged one.” (The word abir accurs in Judg
5:2¢,—' the pransings of their mighty ones ;" while al
is found in Isa. 40:3L,-—“They shall mount up Wi
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=ings a3 eagles.") There is allusion to the “wings"
of an Assyrian king in Isa. 8638,

As the horn is the ancient symbol of power, these
Assyrian bulls, though human-headed, nevertheless
show horns curving round their headgear. The reason
why the horn is nsed as a symnibol of kingly authority
and power appears, from certain seniptures discovered
by Layard when excavating Babylon, to be directly
owing to Nimrod's prowess as a great hunter. In a
woodcut in his Nineveh and Babylon, page 605, Layard
shows the Assyrian Hercules (that is, “ Nimrod the
Giant " as he is called in the Septuagint version of
Genesis) without weapons attacking a bull. Having
conquered the bull, he sets its horns on his head as a
trophy of victory, an evidence of his great power in
being able to overcome so strong an animal. Thus
crowned he is now represented as encountering a lion,
the king ol beasts, This accounts {or the ancient cus-
tom among Eastern nations of kings and chiefs wear-
ing horns on their heads as evidence of their power
and authority (Smith's Bible Dictionary, Art, *Horn ™).

The Eatyrs and the Cod Pan.

In the Armenian version of the Chronicle of Eusebius,
Ninus stands first in the list of Assyrian kings. This
igrees with the Scriptural notice of Nimrod, who is
iaid to have been the flrst to become mighty, and to
1ave had the first kingdom, According to Phierecydes,
{ronos or Saturn was ‘“‘the first before all others that
wer wore a crown’™ (Tertullian, De Corona Militis,
ap. 7, Vol. ii, p. 85). Here is therefore an additional
iroof that Kronos or Saturn was Nimrod. It explains
shiy the Greek Bacchus was represented as wearing
orns, and why he was frequently addressed by the
pithet of * Bull-horned " ( Orphic Hymns : Hymn 11, To
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Trietericus, Greek, p. 117), Apulls, whom we have
seen ig likewise 1dentifled with Nimnrod, is addressed in
the Orphic Hymns, as the " Two-horned god"” (Hymn
to Apolie), The companions ol Bacchus were called
Satyrs, and are said to have “danced along with him "
(Ellan Hist., p. 22). The Ratyrs were horned gods ;
and knowing the identity of Bacchus, it is easy to
seg that his companions the Satyrs were really the
“mighty ones™ over whom Nimrod was lord. It is
generally agreed that the god Pariwas the head cf the
sSatyrs. Now, Satyr is just another form of the word
Satur or Saturn—“the Hidden one.” PPan was there-
fore the first of the Balyrs or hidden ones. When
Nimrod or Osiris was put to a violent death as the
result of the judicial condemnation of the 72 leading
men, it produced great terror among his followers who
irnmediately hid themselves, hence the derivation of
the word pan-ic,—extreme or sudden fright. Refer-
ring to the effect which the slaying of Osiris by Typho
{Seth or Shem) had upon his [oilowers, Plutarch says:
“The first who knew the accident that had befallen
their king, were the Pans or Satyrs who lived about
Chemmis; and they, immediately acquainting the
people of the news, gave the first occasion to ihe
name of Pamic Terrors " (de Isid. s. 13).

Davil Worship.

It is from the name Kronos that the English word
« Crown” is derived ; and the familiar spiked crown
which adorns the heads of European monarchs still
conveys the Idea of the horns of the ancient
Eastern kings. Plutarch says ihat “the Romans
luoked upon Kronos as a subterranean and infernal
ood™ (Vol. {1, p. 266). In Ausonius, also, we read
that © Saturn is nol among the celestial, bul thae
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infernal gods " (Eclog. i, p. 156). Plutn, alsa, is ealled
the “god of hell"; and this name has the same sig-
niflcance as Saturn, meaning “ the Hidden one ™; for
Pluto is derived from Lut “to hide,” which \\r1h the
Egvptian definite article prefilxed becomes * P'Lut.”
Both Wilkinson (Val. iv, p. 63), and Bunsen (Vol. i
pp. 431, 432) show that Osiris in Egvpt was the * king
of hades,” or Pluio. Hades, as we all know, is the
" hidden state.” Actually, however, Pluto or Satnrm
was none other than the incarnation of the Devil, who
hid himself under the disguise of the serpent when he
caused the fall of man in the garden of Eden, and who
has hidden himsell from the world ever since under
his refuge of lies. Tt is curious that the popular
representation of the Devil, with the horns, hoofs and
itail, is exactly the appearance of the black Nimrod
'when he is depicted in the sculpture encountering
the lion ; for in that hievozlyph he wears not only ilie
two horns of the bull over which he had previously
rained victory, but its hind legs and tail as well!
(“Auld Hornie " is the popular name by which the Dev il
‘was known in Scotland in the older days. The Satyrs,
alsn, were half animals, having the hind legs andtail
of the goat in addition to the horns. The conneetion
iof the goat-like Satyrs with the Devil is borne ont hy
the Hebrew word sa'vr. This Hebrew word is frans-
Jated as he-goat in 2 Chron. 29:23,—“ Thev brought
farth the he-goat [sa’yr] for the sin-cffering ": as devils
iin Lev. 17:7,— And they shall no more offer their
tﬂmcriﬁr‘eq unto devils" [sa’yr]; and as satyrs in Isa.
13:21—* Bahvlon . . . shall be as when God over-
threw Sodom and Gomorrah ... and satyrs [sa’yr]
rshall dance there.”
¢ The svstem of the “ Mysteries " demanded that a'l
[‘its ritual, etc., 2hould be kent carafully secret. Every-
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thing o connection with them was svmbolical and had
a hidden meaning, and the initlates were not allowed
on pain of death to divulge their real nature. Herod-
otus, who was initiated in the Mysteries of Egypt,
makes this apparent when he refers to the goat-like
appearance of the god Pan. He says: “ It is not that
they [the initiates] believe he [Pau] really had that
form ; they think him like the other gods; but the
reason [of liis goatl-like appearance| being connected
with religion, 1 am not at liberty to explain it"
Birch's Wilkinson, Vol, iii, p. 186). The * hidden
things of darkness,” however, are now being made
man;fest in this enlightening day (the beginning of the
Millenniuin), and we know that the mystic reason for
the goat part of the 3atyrs is connected wiih their
panic and their sudden flight to hide themselves on
learing of the violent deaih of their chief; for* 'Berkha,"
the word for “fugitive,” signifies also *f he goat.” One
of the epithets of the ;.:od L’an rhe lead of the Satyrs,
was Capricornus, which means “ goat-horned.”

Origin of Sun and Fire Worship.

The Chaldean name for Nimrod, the son of Semir-
amis, was Zero-ashta, from zero *the seed,” and
ashta * the woman.” But the word Ashta also means
“the fire,” so that Zerc-ashta, “the seed of the
woman,” became Zercastes or Zoroaster, the well-
kuowil name of the head of the fire-worshippers. In
general history the Zoroaster of Bactiria is most
frequently referred to; but the vaoice of antiquity is
clear and distinct to the effect that the first aad great
Zoroasier was an Assyrian or Chaldean, and that he
was the [ounder of the idolairous system of Bibyiun,
and therefore Nimrod (Suidas, tom. i, p. 1133). After
nis death the deified Nimrod was fabled 1o Ila\re been
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the Devil.
the Lord cometh from far, burming with his ancer, and

belief In Satan's lie at the beginning, namelv, that
there is no real death, but that the soul is independent
and imniortal, and continues to live in the spirit
world afier the death of the body. Those whio believe
the truth of God are shielded from so grea. an error,
and know that the dead shall remain in their graves
till the glorious resurrection morning. How deceived
.hie poor world has been!

In Jeremiah 19:5, 6, we read : “ They have buill also
the high place of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for
burnt oiferings unto Baal, which I commanded not,
nor spake it, neither came it into my mind. There-
fore, belioid, the days come, saith the Lord, that this
place shall no more be called ‘Tophet,” nor ‘The
valley of the son of Hinnom,” but ‘The valley of
slaughter.'” The name ** Tophet" given to the valley
o[ Hinnowm, or Gehenna as it is called in the New
I'estament, is derived from toph, which in Isa. 30:32 is
ranslated *tabrets,” i.e., drums. By the noise of
iabrets or dArums the priests of Raal sought to drown
the cries of the children who were being offered in
sacrifice ta the terrible Molech. Because of this
ibomination the Y.ord cursed the valley of Hinnom,
ind in recognition of that curse Jesus spoke of the
‘alley as figuratively represeuting the symbolical
“lake of fire and brimstone,” the second death, into
which Satan and all who follow him shall he cast
at the end of the Millennial reign of Christ.

This retribution upon Satan, the author of the
cruel worship of Molech, seems to be foretold in Isa.
30:27-33 under cover of the Assyrian king Nimrod,
whom we have ssen was the direct repréesentative of

The passage reads: “ Behold, the name of

the burden thereof is heavy : his lips are {ull of indig-
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nation, and his tongue as a devouring fire . . . Far
through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian be
beaten down, which smote with a rod . . . for Tophet
[the valley of Hinnom or Gehenna] is ordained of old ;
yea for the king it is prepared; he hath made it
deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much
wood ; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brim-
stone, doth kindle it.”

Just as the valley of Gehenna, which runs along the
south side of Jerusalem, is used in the Scriptures as a
symbol of the second death from which there will not
be a resurrection, so the valley of Jehoshaphat or
Kedron, which runs along the east side of the city, is
used as a symbol of the first or Adamic death, from
which a resurrection is assured because of the ransom-
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The Jews, and also the
Mohammedans, greatly desire 0 be buried in this
valley, for they believe that the resurrection and final
judgment will take place here (see Joel 3:1, 2, 12-14),
The valley of Jehoshaphat is probahly the * valley of
dry bones " referred to by Ezekiel (chapter 37).

The story of the trial of the prophets of Baal by
Elijah (1 Kings 18:17-40) indicates how firmly estab-
lished the worship of Baal was at that time in Israel.
Elijah came boldly forward and cried: * How long
halt ve between two opinions ? If Jehovah is God,
follow him ; but if Baal, then follow him." The test
proposed by Elijah as fo who was the true God,
Jehovah, or Baal, was to be an auswer by fire ; and the
people agreed that this would be a proper test, because
Baal was the sun or fire-god, and what could be more
reasgnable than to expect an answer by fire from,him?
The test vindicated the name of Jehovah, and the 450
priests of Baal were slain. Elijah's fearless action in
thus ridding the land of Baal-worshippers was one of
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incalculable blessing to the people. The worship of
Baal was an even more horrible relizion than is im-
nlied by presenting children as burnt-offerings to him ;
for just as it was reguired in the Mosaic law that the
priests should eat of part of the animals offered in
sacrifice by thie people (see Num. 18:9, 10), so the
rriests of Baal ate part of the human sacrifices offered
to their fire-god Molech | This shows the true derviva-
tion of the name given in the English tongue to
evourers of human flesh, for the Chaldean word for
“the priests”™ is eahna, so that Cahna-Bal, that is,
“Priest of Baal.” became cannibal. It is commaon
knowledge that the priests of the sun-worshippers of
ancient Mexico were cannibals.

How rejoiced the poor groaning creation will be
when Christ, the true “ Sun of Righteousness,” shali
arise with healing in his wings (Mal. £2). What »
contrast to that cruel “sun™ of all unrighteousness,
vhich arose with death in his wings ! Malachi's allu-
sion to the “wings” of the sun is evidently derived
from the well-known symbol of the sun-god in Egvpt
and Assyria. Above the doors of the ancient temples
and tombs in these countries, there is usually to he
seenl a representation of the sun-god, in the form of
1 round disc with wide-spread wings.

Along with the sun as the great fire-zod, the serpent
was connected. Owen says: “In the Mythologv of
he primitive world, the serpent is universally the
svmbol of the sun" (Owen, apud Davies's Druids, in
note, p. 437). In LEgyvpt the commonest sign for the
sun, or sun-god, is a disc with a serpent around it
Bunsen, Hieroglyphics. Vol. i, p. 497). The original
eason for the connection of the serpent with the sun
appears to have been that, as the physical world
receives its light from the sun. so the serpent was held
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to hbave been the great enlightener ol the spiritual
waorld, by giving mankind the knowledge of good and
evil, This, of course, like all idolatry, Is an absoluta
perversion of the truth; but it serves to identify the
sun-god with Satan. In Rev, 12:3, Satan is called a
*“ great red dragon,” or * flery serpent” (see Diaglott,
and compare with verse 9). Pausanius informs us
that “the dragon with the Greeks was only a largse
snake” (lib. ii, Corinthiaca, cap. 28, p. 175).

Semiramis worshipred under various names.

Just as Nimrod was regarded as the sun, and was
given the title Baal, or *“lord of heaven” (for the
word Esal means lord), so Semiramis, when she was
likewise © deified,” rveceived worship as the Moon,
the * Queen of heaven.” Now, according to Athena-
goras and Lucian, Semiramis was worshipped as
Astarte, the Syrian goddess (Legatio, Vol. ii, p. 179 ;
De Dea Syrig, Vol. iii, p. 382). This Syvrian goddess
was also known as Ishtar {Layard's Nineveh and Boby-
lon, p. 620} ; and it is from Ishtar that the word Easter
is derived {see 1912 Watch Tower, p. 144). Smith's Bible
DNictionary, under the article *“ Ashtoreih,” g=ays:
“ Fram the connection of this goddess with Baal or
Ael we should naturally conclude that she would be
nid in the Assyrian Pantheon, and in fact the name
Ishitar appears to be clearly identified in the list of
the great gods of Assyrin.  There is no reason to
doubt that this Assvrian goddess is the Ashtoreth [or
Ashiaroth] of the Old Testament and the Astarte of
the Greeks and Romans ... It is certain that the
wership of Astarte became identified with that of
Venus (or Aphrodite).”

fuvard states that in the Syrian temple of Hierapolls,
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Astarte “ was represented standing on a lici, crowned
wilh lowers” (Nineveh and iis Remains, Vol. ii, p. 436}
[he name Astarte itself means “the woman that rads
towers,” being composed of two words: “ Ashi-tart."”
Asht is the word for woman ; and it is generally agreed
that the last syllable “tart” comes from the Hebrew
verb “ Tr,” which means both “to go round,” and “to
be round.” From this is derived the Greek word
“turdt,” and its English equivalent “ turret,” a round
iower. Asht-turit, therefore, which is the same as
" Asntoreth " of the Hebrew, is literally “the woman
hat made the tower" or emcompassing wall. Ovid
mentions thalt Semiramis was currently believed tn
have “surrounded Babyvlon with a wall of brick "
{Ovid, Opera, Vol. iii; Fasti, iv, 219-221). But there is
no need o give all the credit of building the battle-
ments of Babylon to Semiramis ; the reason why she
cained the honour of fortifying the city was because
she in the long run becaine foremost in the esteem of
the ancient jdolators, and thus had attributed to her
every virtue and characteristic that properly helonget,
or was imagined to have belonged, to her son Ninus.
She was also worshipped as Rhea or Cybele, the
“ Mother of the gods” (Paschal, Chronicle, VoL, 1, p. 63),
and as such is always represenfed as wearing a mural
or turreted crown on her head. In this respect the
Ephesian Diana exactly resembled Rhea, for Diana
was likewise a tower-bearing goddess. Now, the
Ephesian Diana is expressly Iidentified with Semi-
ramis; for Semiramis is the same as the goddess
Artemis, and il is well known that Artemis was Diana
Layard, Nineveh and its Remains, Vol, ii, p. 420, note}.
The Roman Diana was a huniress bearing a quiver
of arrows. JIn this character she was the complement
aof Nimrod the “ mighty hunter.”
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I'he universal adoration of the “deified " Semiramis
under various names and titles by the Eastern natious, is
prominently drawn to our attention in Acts 19:23-41.
“ Great is Diana of the Ephesians” the multitude
shouted, * whom all Asia and the world worshippeth.”
It is a remarkable fact that this great goddess is even
1now worshipped in our very midst in the person of the
Papal “ Queen of heaven,”the so-called Virgin Mary,
whose image is set up everywhere ! A favourite image
of the Romish Virgin Mary shows her slanding on a
large sphere, which is coloured blue, and spangled
with stars. On her head rests a heavy gold crown.
The glcbe is intended to symbolise the blue vault ol
heaven, while the crowned woman herself, apparently,
represents the moon as the Queen 0{ heaven, that is,
Astarfe or Ashtoreth., By her side she holds the child
who is also crowned, and who stands on a smaller
star-spangled blue globe, In this connection he
avidently represents the sun, the king or lord of heaven,
that is, Baal (remember that the word Baal means
Lord). Another familiar figure of the Papal “ Mother
of god” shows her standing on clouds (sometimes a
sphere), one foot ireading on a serpent's head, and
with the crescent of the moon at her feet, The cres-
cent of the moon is the well-known sign of Astarte or
Ashtoreth, the horns of the moon’s crescent covertly
suggesting ber power as Queen of heaven. Papacy
maintains that it was not the seed of the woman, but
the woman herself, who was to bruise the head of the
serpent. Regardless of the laws of grammar the
Apostate church renders God’s condemnation of the
serpent: “ She shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise her heel,” In this the goddess of “ Babylon the
Great"” is only fashioned afier her lype in ancient
Babylon, for though it was originally claimed that

i
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Nimrad had crushed the head of the serpent, his
mother was latterly given the glory of having done
this greut deed (Dicdorus, Bibliotheca, lib. ii, p. 70;
smith's Classical Dictionary, p. 320), Although in the
lirst instance Semiramis derived her exalted position
from the Divine character attributed to the child in her
urms, she ultimately practically eclipsed her son. So
also in “ Babylon the Great” it is the Madonna wha
eceives all the adoration, and to whom petitions are
generally addressed. What a satire, to think that the

yor world has been so blinded by Satan, that it has
been deceived into worshipping a woman who is non-
existent! Well did the Lord forbid his people to make
and bow down to images, “ which see not, nor hear,
or know " (Dan. 5:23; Psa. 115:48). It would be
difffeult 10 understand how so great a delusion could

wve become universal, were it not that we are aware
at Satan is the * god of this world,” and that along
vith him are legions of demons, who have sought to
mpersonate the dead in various ways, bolstering up
an's lie that there is no death (Gen, 3:4). In Psa.
6:37 we are told that the Jews, in serving Baal or
Molech, had really “sacrificed their sons and their
laughters unto devils "—demons ; and in Psa. 96:5 we
read : “ For all the gods of the nations are demons
Sepiuagint version). The Apostle Paul, in 1 Cor.
10:20, says: “But I say, that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils "—demons.

Origin of Star Worship.

The worship of the stars by the idolatrous nations
was as prevalent as the worship of the Sun and Moon,
Mythology identifies Nimrod and Semiramis with cer-
tain constellations. From Persian records we are
expressly assured that Nimrod, afier his death, was
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deifled " by the name of Orion, the mighty hunier,
and " placed among the stars”™ (Paschal Chronicle, tom.
i, p. 64). The constellation Virgo is admitted by the
most learned asironomers to have been dedicated to
Ceres, who as we have seen was identical with the
Egyptian Isis, and was therefore the same as Semir-
amis the Babylonian goddess (Dr. John Hill, in his
Urania; and Mr. A. Jamieson, in his Celestial Atlas
(see Landseer's Sabean Researches, p. 201). All the signs
of the Zodiae, and the other constellations and stars
were associated with varieus gods, and incidents in
connection with them, by the Chaldean astrologers
I'he Lord specially commanded the Israelifes to onmno
aceount worship images. the sun or moon, or the stars,
because of the degrading influence it weuld have upon
them, even as it had upcen the heathen naripps. In
Duet, 4:15-19, weread: “ Take ve therefore good heed
unto yourselves, . . . legt yve corrupt vourselves, and
make you a graven jmage, the simililude of any figure,
the likeness of male or female, the likeness of any
beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged
fowl that flieth in the air, the likeness of any flsh that
is in the waters beneath the earth ; and lest thou 1ifl
up thine eves unto heaven, and when thou seest the
sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of
heaven, shouldst ba driven to worship them, and serve
them.” Yet the Jewish people frequently disrngarded
the T.ord's command. In 2 Kings, chapters 22 and 23,
we read how king Josiab, after having heard the words
of the newly discovered book of the law of Moses
cleared the land of this idolatry: * Fe put down the
ilolatrous priests . . . them also that burned incense
urnto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the
twelve signs or constellations [fe., the Zodiae, the
invention of the Chaldeans], and to all the host of
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heaven" (% Kings 23:5,

margin). This !dentiflcation
of their gods and goddesses with the stars h_y'the
Babvlonians is a counterfeit of the true *deifled
mortals,” Jesus Christ and the glorifled Chureh; for we
ead in 1 Cor. 15:41, 42— There is one glory of the
n, and another glory of the moon, and another glory
* the stars : for oue star differeth from another star
zlary. So also is the resurrection of the dead.”

Origin of the Fish-Cod Dagon.
reople not to make an
=5 of a fish, would
pProfessor Layard in
. discovered sculptured
h-god, which he identified with Dagon,
. the Philistines, who borrowed it from
pabvlonians (Nineweh and Babylon, pp. 343, 330).
1 =am. 5:1-5, we read that the Philistines placed
o captured ark of God in the house of their god
.zon. The next morning they found Dagon fallen
‘n af Lis face to the earth before the ark of the
rd. They set Dagon up in his place again ; but :
hen they arose early on the morrow morning,
51d, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground
tore the ark of the Lord; and the head of Dagon
i hoth the palms of his hands were cut off upon the
-shold ; only the fishy part of Dagon was left to him.
~  orefore neither the priest of Dagon, nor any that
1o into Dagon's house, tread on the threshold of
-on in Ashdod unto this day " (gee margin), In
-=inr we draw attention to Zeph. 1:9—"In the same
will I punish all those that leap over the thres-
n.v.). The Philistines leaped over the threshold
mich their god Dagon hind lost his head and hands ;
t appears from Zephaniah (hat some among the
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Jews who had forsaken the Lord were worshinming
!T‘)ﬂx;,gr(;n, tand_ were leaping over the threshold in def.
e Setso him! Berosus, describing this fish-god, savs
oft i3 its body was that of a fish, but under the head
of the fish was that of a man, and to its tail were
iomed 2 woman's feet (Cory's frag., p. 30). From
: ayal:ds sculptures we notice that the figure had also
Land:f‘ Now,‘what could have suggested such a
peculiar combinationn of man and fish 7 And what
could have induced the Babvlonians tn set up so
strange an abject in a temple 1o worship as a god 7
'then We remember that an image is a hierogly'phic
that every feature of it is intended to convey to the'
beholderj Some message, or suggest some altribute
concerning the god whom the image represents, we
can perceive that this fish-god described a man who
had been in some respects Iike a fish. It appears that
not only were Nimrod and Semiramis raised to the
status of god and goddess in the M ysieries, but that as
Father (Kronos) and Mother (Rhea) of the gods, thev
were the forerunners of numerous other “ deifled
mortals.”

The flsh-god ‘Dagon could not have representel
anyone more perfectly than Ham (or possibly Noah)
for did not this man live through the waters of the
flood which destroved all “in whose nostrils was the
breath of life”? In this respect, then, he was like a
ﬁsh. becanse we do not read that fish were destroyed
in the deluge (Gen. 7:91, 22). Without doubt this is
the origin of that mythical creature called the mer-
maid and the merman.

The great apostate church of the Gospel Age, true
to its Babylonish origin, has actually adopted this
fish-god in its ritual ; [or the pope on certain oceasions
manifesis by his head-gear that he is the direct e
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preseniative of Dagon. As it was an indispensable
in all idolatrous religions that the high priest

r the insignia of the god he worshinped, so

s discovered by lLayard show that the
on were arrayed in clothing resembling
= probably the “ strange apparel " refer-
-1:8, Berosus tells us that in the image
@ head of the man appeared under the
e fish, while Layard points out ¢hat in the
e priests “the head of the {ish formed a
1at of the man, while its scaly, fan-like

d, leaving the human limbs
Nineveh, p. 343), We
" period the Pagan priests

£&d with the body he fish, and used the head

one like a cap (Bryant, Vol. v, p. 384). The gaping
vs of the fish's head, surmounting the head of the
i, is the exact appearance of the two-horned mitre
he pope, or of a Papal bishop at this day! Mr. A.
rimen, & distinguished T.ondon architect and author,
ind that on a certain occasion every year the
nese Emperor, as Pontifex Maximus of his nation,
ears a mitre which is the very counterpart of the

pal mitre (Hager, on Chinese Hieroglyphics, B.
rxxv, in the British Museum).

Fhus we see the far-reaching influence of that
tolatrous system set up in ancient Babylon, That
Mvstery of Iniguity " has indeed deceived all the
vorld so that, as the Scriptures truly say, the nations

: wve been made drunken or mad. But the followers
¢ God and Christ are not deceived; they are not
cnorant of Satan’s devices, for *“he that is spiritual

rreth all things, yet he himself is discerned of no
man.” The “Mystery of Godliness " cannot be pene-
rated except by those who are initiated through the

&7
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anointing of the Holy Spirit. " Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of [the
natural] man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto
us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things,
yvea, the deep things of God.” Let us be thankful
il we dwell in the “secret place of the Most High.”
It is given to very few to be allowed to know God and
Jesus Christ 'vhom He sent. We recall the words of
Jesus, related in Matthew 11 :25, 26—*1 thank thee,
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becanse thiou hast
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it
seemed good in thy sight.” Can we be certain that
we are of those who are initiated in the mysteries of
God ? Yes; for the Apostle John says: “ We know
that we have passed from death unto life, hecause
we love the brethren.”  *“Beloved, let us love one
another: for love is of God; and every one that
loveth is begotten of God, and knoweth God.”

And now, if any desire further information regard-
ing the “Mysterv " of God’s glorious Plan of the Ages.
and its great counterfeit the “ Mystery of Iniquity,” we
refer vou to the volumes of Studies fn the Scripfures,
issued by the * Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society ™
tAddress : 24 Craven Terrace, Lancaster Gate, London.
W.: or 13 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, N.Y., U.S.A.); and
also to the Rev. Alex. Hislop’s worle entitled: The
Two Babylons.
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LANTERN SLIDES OF 7HE GREAT PYRAMID,

There Is no better way of tes? mg to the Lord's glorious Flan of
Salvation than by drawing attention to the teaching of His own Stone
" Witness,"” the Great d,

The Lantarn Slides which we supply are made from the original
pegatives of our photographs taken at the Pyramid, and also from the
original dlagrans drawn true to scale from our personal measurements
of the building durlng the years 1009 and 1812.

Being made by the wet-collodlon process, these Slides are clear and
urilianl.  The full coloured set is s ally recommended, as they look

atiful on the screen—they are well worth the extra cost. The Slides
e each a descriptive title, and are specially numbered to accompany

the lecture entl i “The Pyramid Portrayal of Creation.” But, of
sourse, they can be sasily re-urrenged to sult other lectures,

English American

Set of 103 Slides, 7 Coloured and 101 Plain - £7 10 0, or §39.00

2 = . W7 = % ~ £12 10 0, or §63.00

L 9 u B . - £13 10 0, or §68.00

ese prices are for the Engluh size of slide, 3}-in. by 3}-in. If the
American size, 4 in. by 33-in., is required, add 5 cents per slide (or
im all). In most cases the slide-carrier in American [anterns can
+ adapled to take the smaller, 3f-in. by 33-in., slide.

Eleven ppecial Hymn Slides, suitable to accompany this lecture, at 3/6,
or 90 cents each.)

THE PYRAMID PORTRAYAL OF CREATION

Price ;: Per copy, 1/6, or 35 cents,

Six coples at the rate of 1/3, or 39 cents per copy.

One dozen v:nr::iu und over at the rate of 1/, or 25 cents per copy.

This Lecture Is printed In large clear type, with a space betwean the
sarsgraphs, so that it can be easily read In the darkened Lecture Hall
mder aven a dim light from the Lecturer’s table-lantern. Thadp;n-
gaphs are pumbersd and Htled to correspond with the Lantern Sii

e numerous photographs and diagrams, of which there are over two

dozen, Nustrats text aof the leature, so that, while primarly arranged
to accompany the Lantern Slides noticed above, the general reader will
fnd the perusal of its pages both Interes and Instructive. The
subject-matter Is continuous from start to finish, and gives a comnectsd
description of the monument and {ts wonderful symbolisms, In size, it
measures 12}-in. by 10-in., with 28 pages and cover. On the cover is a
beantfujl miou:rg picture of the Pyramid. Write for a sumple copy
at 16 genis),

Address orders te :
MORTON EDGAR, 334 West Regent Street, Qlasgow, Scotland




Great Pyramid Chart

This chart isdrawn true toscale from actual measurements taken inthe
Pyramid by Dr. John Edgar und his brother, Morton Edgar, during 190
and 1912, It is the only diagram of this monument which has the accur-
ate length of the Descending Passage, and tha correct dimensions of the
building generally. It can be procured in three sizes, but the 44 feet by
3 feet size, printed on cloth, which contains thirty-nine small inset
diagrams giving minate dimensions of every part of the Pyramid, as well
as the figures of the chief time-measurements, and also certain impor-
tant scientific information, is specially recommended.

The price of the 4} feet by 3 feet size, printed em cloth, is 5/6, or
$1.35 per capy.

Small size, 3 feet by 2 feet, on paper, single copy, 6d., or 12 cents; fiva
copies, 4d., or 8 cents per copy ; ten or more copies, 3., or 6 cenls per
copy.

Printed on cloth, 26, or 60 cenis per copy; five cepics, 2/3, or 55
cents per Copy; ten or mere copies, 4/-, or 50 céuts per eopy.

Special large size, suitable for leeturing from in large balls, 10§ feet by
7 feet, hand painted on cloth, coloured, 35/-, or $8.50 per copy.

Chronological Chart

This chart of the chronology and time-features of the Bible is thai
which appears in the " Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society's > Bible.
It is clearly printed, and proves most helpful to an understanding of the
“times and seasans.” It is fully explained in Vol. II. of the work en-
titled ** Great Pyramid Passages.”

4] feet by 3 feet, on cloth, 5/-, or §1.25 per copy.

18-in. by 12-in., on art paper, bound with metal top and bottam for
hanging on wall, 4d., or 8 cents per copy; six or more copies, 3d. or
§ cents per copy.

1-in. by 44-in., stiff art card, twelve copies, 9d., or 18 cents.

Post-card size, for correspendence, fifty copies, 1/9, or 45 cents.

Address ordems to:
MORTON EDUAR, 224 West Regent Strect, Qlasgow, Scotland
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