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TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS IN THE UNITED STATES

Dear Brothers:

Enclosed is an oudine that will be helpi.rl in developing material for the Service Meeting
part entitled "Loving Provisions for Our Healtb Care," to be given during the week of January 8,
2001, All elde$ and book study conductoN should leceive a copy of the outline, a rcvised health-
care duable power of attomey (DPA) form, and an Advance Directive Guide.

The Society has prepared new DPA forms and accompanying guides that you will make
available to congregation publishers that evening. These not only confom to the statutes of each
state but also closely confom to the material discussed in,,euestions From Readers,'in the June 15
and October 15, 2000, issues of ?l e Watchto,,eer, Even if publishers have filled out a DpA in the
past, they will likely find it wise to document their cunent wishes by fillitrg out rhis new form.
Havi[g these forms properly filled out can make a significant differcnce in medical outcomes.
Carefi.rl consideration ofth€ new guide for the DPA should allow you to provide good direction and
answer quesuons as necessary.

Repons from the field indicate that only a small percentage of brothers have filled out the
Society's DPA form, While many are careful to fill out and consciously carry the Advance Medical
Directive card a much greater degree of legal protection is available when the DpA is carefully
executed.

Elders should help brothers and sisters understand Jehovah's view on blood and the issues
involved in order for them to make informed decisions when filling out the DpA. For this reason, it
may be advisable for the ptesiding ovelsee! to meet with the elders and book study conductols,
Review the outline provided and tbe references cited as weU as the DpA form and Advaqce
DLective Guide. Guidance provided by the elders should be informative even though responses
may vary. Wisely, elders should be careful not to impose their coqscience on others. Each Witress
leeds !o make hisAer own decision.

We are coofidelrt that good peparation by the elder assigned this Sewice Meeting part,
combined with assistance ftom all elders and book study conducto$, wil sigdficantly increase the
number ofbrotbers with completed DPAs. Your coopentiotr and diligence in this imporiant matter
is in harmony with the words recorded at I Jobn 3 : 1 8, which explains: .,Let us love. neitler iu word
oor with the loDgue, but in deed and b-uth," Be assured of our appreciarion for your diligeut effons
to care for the flock of God.

Your brothers,

%:,#q



LO!'ING PROVISIONS FOR OIJR HEALTH CARE
(Outline for Service Meeting paft for the week ofJanuary 8, 2001)

Introduction: The Advance Medical Dhective/Release card has been effectively usdd for some 20
yea$. Additionally, ou the basis of developments in the law in recent yeals, the Society's Legal
Depatment has prepared health-care duable power of attomey (DPA) fonns' for use by Jehovah's
Wihesses thrcughout the Uuited States. Both the card aod the DPA forms are legal documeBts
designed to protecr us agaimr unwanred ransfusioDs.-Acts l5:28,29.

These two documents complemeitt each other and both should be filled out for the best prctection.
whv?

Advsnce Medical Directive/Release card

The card is small aad can be carried at all times,-Read Ecclesiastes 9:11.

h the event that you are rendered unconscious in an emetgency, the card will:

IdentiS you as one ofJehovah's Witnesses
Alert medical pe$onnel to your refusal of blood
Indicate that you have filled out a DPA form
Identiry you emergency contacts (It would be wise to mak€ the emelgency contacts on your
card the same pelsons you appoint as your health-care agents.)

DPA form

These new DPA forms are based on state statutes that hosDihls ard doctors should be familiar
with.

In add.ition !o clearly explessing yo* ,"fu"ul of donor blood, the DPA contains additional
infomation that is not included on the Advanc€ Medical Directive/Release card. For
example, it communicates your decisions regarding:

Medical products containing blood ftactions (Read paragaph 2 on page 30 ofthe June
15, 2000, issue of llre Watchtower)

Medical procedures, such as hemodilution, cell salvage, aud tagging (Read paragraphs
2-3 on page 31 of the October 15, 2000, iss\e of The Watchtovter')

End-of-life decisions (Give reference ofSeptember 8, 1986, issue of Awake!, pages 20-l)
Appointnent of an agent to make health-care decisions consistent with your values if

you lose decision-making capacity

In the hospital settiug whetr a patient is anxious, iu paiq under medicatioo, or in an em€rgency,
one may not have the time or clear rhirking abiliry to fill out a DPA fonm properly.

A new guide has been prepared that provides very helpfirl iDforuBtion. Each fanily may have a
copy.

' Elde! should lefer to health-care durable power of attomey form by ftll state title if the abbreviatioo DpA
does Dot apply, such as with New York's Health Care Proxy o! Oregon's Advarce Dlective.



Frcm the Advanca Dircctive Guide ihat accomDanies the Societv's DPA. olease be sute to
discuss the following poi*s:

o Is a lawyer or doctqr needed to fiIl out the DPA?

o Who should be appointed as a health-care agent?

. What should you do with your completed DPA?

A prcperly filled-out DPA form bas tumed many con&ontatiooal situations into cooperative
ones as the following example shows.

A Witness family traveled out of town to attend a district convention. Udorhmately, a
family member suddedy became ill and had to letum home. From the airport, he was
taken to the emergency room. Although the family had the brother's Advance Medical
Dir€ctiv€ card they did not have his completed DPA form. Additionally, the patieot
was unconscious. The attending doctor iufonned tbe family that the hospital policy was
to contact their legal department imrnediately when blood was being refised after being
deemed necessary by the physician. The family immediately made anangements to
have the DPA fonn faxed ftom home to the hospital. As soon as it arrived the
emergency room doctor coEpletely changed his attitude snd told the family how much
he appreciated having the DPA form because now be knew which medical treaments
were acceptable and which were not. Thus, instead of being focused on dte refusal of
blood, the docto$, together with the appointed health-care agent, wanted to discuss
what altematives were going to be us€d as well as io discuss etrd-of-life matt€rs. The
family stated that having the filled-out DPA not only plevented a blood transfusion but
tansformed a conftontational situation into a comfortable, cooperative one.

This experience illustates the positive reaction a doctor may have when he sees I DPA because
it expresses the patient's informed teatment decisions and the physician can proceed with
nonblood car€ without fear of legal repercussions.

What to do whetr it is vour personal desire to tvoid blood or blood components:

. All the hformatiou in the Advance Directive Guide as well as the Society references should be
carefirlly leviewed and Fayerfirlly considered. If needed, consult with experienced and
knowledgeable individuals.

o Then make an informed decision. We encourage younotto delay,-Read Proverbs 22:3.

. Fill out !q[ tbe Advance Medical Directive/Release card and the DPA fonn for the best
protection.
[Explain procedure for distributing, filling out, and signing DPAs and cards, including Identity

Card, and what unbaptized publishers catr do.-See page 2 of Jaauary 2001 issue of Orr
Kingdom Ministry &dAdvance Directive Guide.l

Cooclusion: To have your personal wishes oo this matter respected exercise wisclom and foresight
by filling out both of these legal documents, which protect you ftom a blood ha$ftsion and set
forth your wdtteu instluctions regarding acaeptable medical treatment.-Proverbs 9:9; Isaiah 48:17.


