
ISAIAH'S 
PROPHECY 

Light for All Mankind 

V LUM II 



ISAIAH'S 
PROPHECY 

Light for All Mankind 
VOLUME II 



I'hOlo Credl,,: • Cover and page 11: ~ad s...~ Sl.:roll of I!alah: Shlini: nf 
the Ilo<Jk, t$rael Museum,Jeru$lll~m • Page 52: Statue of Bul: :'j u,~ du 
Louvre, Pari!; ligurines of Ashtoreth: Photograph C brad Museum, ~our· 
\<"Sy of I!lael Antiqulttes Authority; $tatues of Athena and Aphrodite: Ar· 
th~olo~i$~hes Museum der WestfOlischcn Wnhclms·Unh·~rslt~t M(in~ 
ter: Egypttan triad: MUS~t du Louvre, Paris . j'age 73: Erich Le.singJArt 
Re:lOulCt', NY • Page 116: Musce du Louvre, P3rU • Page 124: Figu rine 
of hhtar and ~ymbol of Marduk: Mus~e du Lou'·n:, Paris • rage 170: 
Clem:lOll Unlvl!~ity Departmenl of Entomology, Cooperallve Extension 
Snvlce • Page 206: AlinarllArt Resource, NY • Page 267: Guo Nal · 
bandlan • Pa~e 395: Court~~y of Anglo-Aumallan O~ervatory. photo­
gr.lph by David Malin • rage 413: Chad J::hlersrston~ 

:c 2001 
Watch Tower lIible and Tract ~Iety of Ptnnsylvania 

All Righls Re-served 

PUBlISHE.RS 
WalchtoWi:1 Bib le and Tract Society of New Vorl;:, Inc . 

International IIlblc Students Assad"tlon 
Brooklyn, New York, U.SA 

~1rst PrInting In F.n~lbh: 
5,000,000 CopIl'S 

Unl.-ss otherwise Indtcated, Scripture quotations 
3rC from the modern·jangl~ge 

Nt'W World TrIms/arion Qf tile flQ/)' Srrlpturrs-Wi/!l lI.efrren(ts 

l~;al"s Prop/lf.Y:y-Lig"l for All Mankilld If 
Engllsh'ip-2·m 

Made tu tlle Unlt<:d StAl ... of Am.,Ico. 



CONTENTS 

CHAPTER PAGE 

A Prophet of God Brings Light for Mankind 5 

2 Prophetic Words of Comfort 
That Involve Vou 16 

3 "My Chosen One, 
Whom My Soul Has Approved!" 30 

4 "You Are My Witnesses"! 46 

5 The True God Foretells Deliverance 61 

6 Jehovah- "A Righteous God and a Savior" 76 

7 Return to the Worshi p of Jehovah 93 

8 False Religion-It'> Dramatic End Foreseen lOS 

9 Jehovah Teaches Us for Our Good 120 

10 itA Time of Goodwi ll " 136 

,1 "00 Not Put Your Trust in Nobles" 152 

12 Comfort for God's People 165 

13 "Cry OutJoyfully in Uni son"! 180 

14 Jehovah Exalts His Messianic Servant 194 



CiIAPTEH PAGE 

15 The Barren Woman Rejoices 215 

16 A Message of Hope for Downhearted 
Captives 232 

17 Foreigners Gathered to God's 
I-louse of Prayer 247 

18 jehovah Revives the Spirit 
of the Lowly Ones 262 

19 Hypocrisy Exposed! 276 

20 jehovah's Hand Has Not Become Short 290 

21 True Worship E.xpands Worldv·:ide 303 

22 Righteousness Sprouts in Zion 321 

23 "A New Name" 335 

24 Jehovah Makes a Beautiful 
Name for Himself 

25 A Prayer of I{epentance 

349 

360 

26 "Be joyful Forever in What J Am Creating" 372 

27 Jehovah Blesses Pure Worship 

28 A Light for the Nations 

390 

403 



CHAPTER ONE 

A Prophet of God 
Brings Light for Mankind 

WE LIVE in an age when virtuaUy anything seems with­
in man's reach. Space travel, computer technology, ge­
netic engineering, and ot her scientific innovations have 
opened up new possibilities to the h UI111m race, bringing 
the hope of a better life-perhaps even a longer one. 

Z Have such advances enabled you to remove the locks 
from your doors? Have they eli minated the threat o f war? 
Have they cured disease or removed the sorrow o f losing a 
loved o ne in death? Hardly! Human progress, remarkable 
as it may be, is limited. "We have ftgured o ut how to trav­
el to the moon, make ever more powerfu l silicon ch ips, 
and tramplanl human genes, ~ states a report by World­
watch Institute. UBut we have not yel been able to provide 
dean water to a bill io n people, slow the loss of thousands 
of sl>ecles, or meet our energy needs without destabilizi ng 
the atmosphere." Understandab ly, many look to the fu ­
ture with anxiety, unce rtain abo ut where to turn for com· 
fort and hope. 

3 The situation we face today is similar to that of God's 
people during the eighth century B.C.E. At that time, God 
commissio ned his servant Isaiah to bring a message of 

I, 2. What present·d<lY (I r(um~tances cause great :I!ulet}' for many? 
3. What sit uation exIsted Injudah during tIle eIghth centu ry B.C.E.? 
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comfort to the inhabitants of)udah, and comfort was just 
what they needed. Turbulent cvcnt5 rocked the natio n . 
'111e cruel Assyrian Empire would soon menace the land, 
filling many with dread. Where could God's people turn 
for salvation? The mitTIe of JChOVith was on their lips, but 
Ihey preferred to put their trust In men.-2 Kings 16:7; 
18 ,21. 

Light Shining in the Darkness 

4 As a result of Judah's rebellious course, Jerusalem was 
to be destroyed, and the Inhabitants of Judah were to be 
ta ken captive to Babylon. Yes, dark Urnes were com· 
ing. Jehovah commissioned his prophcllsalah to foretell 
Ihis ominous period, but He also instrudl'(l him to pro­
claim good news. After 70 years of exile, the Jews would 
be liberated from Babylonl A Joyfu l remnant would re­
turn to Zion and have the privllcge of restoring true wor­
ship there. With this happy Inl'Ssagc,jchovah through his 
pro phet caused light to sblnc in tht! dllrkr1l'ss. 

S Judah was not de~latcd until marc tban a (""entury af­
ter Isaiah recorded his prophecies. Why, then, did Je­
hovah reveal h is purposes so far in advance? Would 
not those who had personally heard Isaiah's proclama-
110m be long dead by the time the prophecies were ful­
fi lled? That is true. Still, thanks to jehovah's revelations 
to Isal:l h, those living at the time o f jerusalem's destTllc­
lion In 607 S.C. E. would have a wrlUen record of Isaiah's 
prophetic messages. This vo/Quld provide Irrefutable proof 
that Jehovah is "the One telling fmlll the beginning the 
fmale. and from long ago the things Ihilt have not been 
done."-Isaiah 46:10; 55:10, II. 

4. Whallwofold m('s~a!\c W:IS lwlllh C(lmmls~llllled 10 proclaim? 
5. Why did Jehovah revenl hl~ pllqXl~C) so fm 1llll\I\,lIlIce1 
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6 Only Jehovah can rightfully make such a claim. A hu­
man might be able to predid the ncar future based o n 
his understanding of the poli tical or social climate o f the 
day. But only Jehovah can foresee with absolute certain· 
ty what wi ll happen at any point In t ime, even in the dis­
tant fllture. He can also empower his servants to fo retell 
even ts long before they occur. The Bible slates: liThe Sov­
ereign Lord Jehovah will not do a thing un less he has re­
vealed his con fidential matter to his servants the proph­
t1S."-Amos 3:7. 

How Many "Isa lahs"? 

7 The issue of prophecy is one thing that has caused 
many scholars to question the writership o f Isaiah. These 
critics insist that the latter portion of the book must 
have been written by someone who lived In the sixth 
century B.C. £.., either during Or after the Babylo nian ex­
Ile. Acco rding to them, the prophecies of Judah's desola­
tion were written after their fu lfillment and hence were 
not really predictions at all. These critics also note that 
after chapter 40, the book o f Isaiah speaks as If Babylon 
were the prevailing power and the Israeli tes were In cap­
tivity there. So they reason that whoever wrote the latter 
portio n o f Isaiah must have done so during that era-dur­
Ing the sixth century B.C.E. Is there a solid basis for such 
reasoning? Absolutely not! 

K It was not until the 12th century C.E. that the writer­
shIp of ls.Ji ah was called into q~lestlon . This was by Jewish 

6 . What a~ som!' wa~ In which Jehovah Is superior to all human 
rOleas l el~1 
7. ~Iow have many K holalS quest io ned the wlheT5hlp of Isaiah, and 
why? 
8. When did skepticism regarding lhe wrltelshlp or 15aluh I)(!gln, and 
how did It spread? 
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commentator Abraham Ibn Ezra. "In his commentary o n 
Isaiah," says the E/lq'CIopaedia IlUlaica, hlAbraham Ibn 
Ezra] states that the second ha lf, from chapter 40, was the 
work o f a prophet who lived during the Babylo nian Exile 
and the early period o f the Return to Zion." During the 
18th and 19th centuries, Ibn Ezra's views we re adopted by 
a number o f scholars, indueling Johann Christoph Doc­
derlein, a German theologian who published his exegetl­
cal work on Isaiah in 1775, with a second edition In 1789. 
The New Cell tllry Bible Coml11cmtnry notes: "All but the 
most conservative scholars now <lccepl the hypot hesis put 
forward by Doederlein ... that the prophecies contained 
In chapters 40-66 of the book o f Isaiah are not the words 
of the eighth-century prophet Isaiah but come from a lat­
er Ulue." 

9 However, questions about the wrltershlp of the book 
of Isaiah did not stop there. The theory regarding a sec­
ond Isaiah-or Deutero-Isalah- gave birth to the notion 
that a third writer may have been Involved.- Then the 
book of Isaiah was dissected fmther, so that one scholar 
ascribes chapters 15 and 16 10 an unknown prophet, 
while another questions the wrltersh lp of chapters 23 to 
27. Still another says that Isaiah could not have penned 
the words fo und in chapters 34 and 35. Why? Because the 
m3telia] dosely resembles that found In dlaplers 40 to 66, 
which had already been credited to somcone other than 
the eighth-century Isaiah ! Bible commentator Charles 

• The hypothetical th ird wri ter, 5UPIX>std ly rtsJ>onsl hle for chap­
ters 56 to 66, is referred to by scholars as Trlto·Jsaluh. 

9. (a) What dissecting of the bookof b"lah hru mken place? (b) How 
does one Bible commentator summarize the contmversy surround­
Ing halah's writershlp? 
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C. Torrey succinctly summarizes the result o f th is reason­
ing process, "The once great 'Prophet of the Exile,''' he 
says, "has dwind led to a very small figure, and is aU but 
buried in a mass o f jumbled fragments." However, not aU 
scholars agree with such dissecting of the book of Isaiah. 

Evide nce of O n e Writer 

10 There Is stro ng reason to maintain that the book of 
Isaiah is the work of just one writer. One line o f evidence 
pertains to m nslstency o f expression . Fo r example, the 
phrase "the Holy One o f Israel" Is found 12 times in Isa­
iah chapters 1 to 39 and 13 ti mes In Isaiah chapters 40 to 
66, yet this description o f Jehovah appears only 6 times in 

10. Give one example of holY consistency o f expression provides ev­
Idence o f one writer for Ihe !;look o f buillh . 

Evidence From Diachronic Analysis 
Diachron ic studies- which trace the subtle changes 

that take place in language over many years-provide 
fu rther evidence that the book of Isaiah is the wo rk 
of a single wrIter. If part of Isaiah were written in the 
eighth century B.C.E. and another portion 200 years 
later, there should be differences in the kind of Hebrew 
used in each section. But according to a study pub­
lished in the Westminster Theological Journal, "the ev­
idence from diachronic ana lysis overwhelmingly sup­
ports a pre-exilic date for Isaiah 40-66." The author of 
the study concludes: Nlf crltleal scholars continue to in­
sist that Isaiah should be dated in the exi li c or post­
exilic period, they must do so In the face of contrary ev­
idence from diachronic analysis." 
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the rest of the Hebrew Scriptures. The repeated use of this 
otherwise infrequently used expression aq,'ues for unity 
of wrIters hip of Isaiah. 

11 There are other similarities bet\'I'een Isaiah chapters 1 
to 39 and chapters 40 to 66. Both portions contain fre­
quent usage of the same distinctive figures of speech, 
such as a woman with birth pains and a "way" or a "h igh­
way."9 There is also repeated reference to "Zion," a term 
that is used 29 times in chapters I to 39 and 18 times in 
chapters 40 to 66. In fact, Zion is referred to more in Isa­
iah than in any other Bible book! Such evidences, notes 
The Illtemational Standard Bible Encyclopedia, "stamp the 
book with an individuality which it is difficult to account 
for" if the book was written by two, three, or more writers. 

12 The strongest evidence that the book of Isaiah had 
just one writer is found in the inspired Christian Greek 
Scriptures. These dearly indicatc that first-century Chris­
tians believed that the book of Isaiah was the work of 
onc writer. Luke, for example, tells of an Ethiopian of­
ficial who was reading material that is now found in Isa­
iah chapter 53, the very portion that modern-day crit­
ics ascribe to Deutero-Isaiah. Luke, however, says that the 
Ethiopian was "reading aloud the prophet Isaiah.Ii-Acts 
8,26-28. 

13 Next consider the Gospel writer Matthew, who ex­
plains how the miniStry of John the Baptizer fulfilled 

• A woman with bIrth paln~: !salah 13:8; 21:3; 26: 17, 18; 42:14; 45:10; 
54: 1; 66:7. A "way~ or a "highway~: Isaiah 11:16; 19:23; 35 :8; 40:3; 
43:19; 49:11; 57:14; 62:10. 

11. What similarities exist bet~n chapters 1 to 39 and chapters 40 
to 66 of Isaiah? 
12, ]3. How do the Christian Greek Scriptures Indicate that the 
book of isaiah was the work of one writer? 
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the pmpheti
C 

words that we nOw fmd at Isaiah 40,3. 
To whom does Matthew attribute the prophecy? An un­
known oeutero-Isalah? No, he identifies the \"riter sim­
ply as "ISaiah the prophet.' · (Matthew 3, \ -3) On another 
occasion, Jesus read frOm a scroll the words we 00\'" find 
at Isaiah 61 :1,2. In relating the account, Luke states: ''The 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah \.,.a5 handed him." (l.uke 4: 
17) In his letter to the Romans, raul reft..'TS to both the 
earlier and the later pOrtions of Isaiah, yet never does 

• In the parallel accounts, Mark., l.uke, and John use the same phrase. -
-Marlo: \:'2.; Luke 3:4; John 1:23. 

portion of the Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah. The end 
• of chapter 39 is Indicated with on arroW 

".-

\. 
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he even hint that the writer was anyone other than the 
same person, Isaiah . (Romans 10:16, 20; 15:]2) Clc<lrly. 
fi rs t-<:cntl.l ry Christians d id not believe that the book o f 
Isaiah \vas the work o f two, three, or more penmen. 

14 Consider, too, the testi mony of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
-andent documents, many of which date from before 
the time of Jesus. One manuscript o f Isaia h, known as the 
Isaiah Scro ll, dates from the second century B.C.E., ancl it 
refutes critics' claims that a Dcutero-Isaiah took over the 

14. How do the Dl'ad Sea Scrolls shed light on the rnattl.'r of Isaiah's 
wrltershlp? 
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writing at chapter 40. How so? In this ancient documen t, 
what we now know as chapter 40 beg ins on the last line 
of a column, the opening sentence bei ng completed in 
the next column. The copyist was-clearly unaware of any 
supposed change in writer or division in the book at that 
point. 

IS Firw lly, cons ider the testimony of first-century Jew­
ish historian FlilViu s Josephus. He not only indicates that 
the prophecies in Isaiah pertaining to Cyrus were written 

15. Wh,ll docs firsl<<'lllury Jewisll hjstorl~n Plavlus Josephus have 
to say about bil i atf~ prophecies concerning Cyrus? 

Some 200 years 
In advance, Isaiah foretells 

liberatioll for the Jews 
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in the eigh th century B.C.E. but also says that Cyrus was 
aware of these prophecies. "These things Cyrus knew,n Jo­
seph us writes, "from reading the book of prophecy which 
Isaiah had left behind two hundred and ten years ead i­
er." According to Josephus, knowledge of these prophe­
des may even have contributed to Cyrus' willingness to 
send the Jews back to their homeland, for Josephus writes 
that Cyrus was useized by a strong desire and ambition to 
do what had been written."- /ewish Alltlquities, Book Xl, 
chapter I, paragraph 2. 

16 As mentioned earlier, many critics point out that from 
Isaiah chapter 40 onward, Babylo n is described as the pre­
vailing power, and the lsraelites are spoken of as already 
being In exile. Would this not indicate that the writ­
er lived during the sixth centu.ry U.c,£.? Not necessarily. 
The fact Is that even before chapter 40 o f Isaiah, Babylon 
is sometimes described as the prevailing world power. For 
example, at Isaiah 13:19, Babylon is called "the decora­
tio n of klngdomsH or, as Today's EIIg1is11 Version renders 
it, "the most beautiful kingdom of all." These words are 
clearly prophetic, since Babylon did not become a world 
pmver un til mo re than a century later. One critic "solves" 
this so-called problem by simply dismissing Isaiah 13 as 
being the work o f another wri ter! Really, though, speak­
ing of future even ts as though Ihey have already occurred 
is quite com mon in Bible prophecy. This li terary device 
effectively u nderscores the certainty o f the fu lfillment of 
a prophecy. (Revelation 21:5, 6) Indeed, o nly the God of 
true prophecy can make the statement: "New things r am 
telling out. Before they begin to spring up, I cause you 
people to hear them."-Isaiah 42:9. 

16. What can be !.aId about the critics' assertion that Babylon Is de· 
scribed In the latter portion or Isaiah as the prevailing pov.-cr? 
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A Book of Reliable Proph ecy 

17 To what conclusion, then, does the evidence point? 
That the book of Isaiah is the work of one inspired writ­
er. This entire book has been passed down through the 
centuries as a single work, not two or more. Tme, some 
may say that the style of Isaiah's book changes some­
what from chapter 40 onward. Remember, though, that 
Isaiah served as God's prophet for no less than 46 years . 
During that time It is to be expected that the content of 
his message, and with it his way of expressing his mes­
sage, would change. Indeed, Isaiah's commission from 
God was not simply to deliver severe warnings of judg­
ment. He was also to convey Jehovah's words: "Comfort, 
comfort my people." (Isaiah 40; 1) God's covenant peo­
ple would truly be comforted by his promise that, after 
70 years of exile, the Jews would be repatriated to their 
homeland. 

18 The release of the Jews from Babylonian captivity Is 
the theme of many of the chapters of Isaiah discussed in 
this book." A number of these prophecies have a modern­
day fulfillment, as we will see. In addition, we find in the 
book of Isaiah thrilling prophecies that were fulfilled in 
the life-and death-of God's only-begotten Son. Certain­
ly, a study of the vital prophecies contained in the Ix>ok of 
Isaiah will benefit God's servants and others earth wide. 
These prophecies are, indeed, light for all mankind . 

• The first 40 chapters of Isaiah are discussed In Isaiah's Prophecy 
- Ug/n (or All Mankind I, published by the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society of New York, Inc. 

17. I,ow can the change of style from isaiah chapter 40 onward be 
explained? 
18. What is a theme in the book of Isaiah that wlil be discussed In 
this publication? 



CHAPTER TWO 

Prophetic Words of Comfort 
That Involve You 

Isa ia h 41 :1 -29 

ISAlAH wrote the book that bears his name almost 3,000 
years ago, but it has real value fo r us today. We can learn 
vital principles from the historical events that he record­
ed. And we can build our faith through study of the 
prophecies that he wrote down in Jehovah's name. Yes, 
Isaiah was a prophet of the living God. Jehova h inspired 
him to record h istory ill adva/lce-to describe events be­
fore they happened. Jehovah thus demonstrated that he 
can both foretell and shape the future. After studying the 
book of hajah, true Christians are convinced that Jehovah 
will fulfi ll all that he has promised. 

Z By the time Isaiah completed the writing of his proph­
ecy, Jerusalem had survived the Assyrian threat. The tem­
pic was still standing, and people were going about their 
day-to-day affairs much as they had for hundreds of years. 
However, that situation would change. The time would 
come when the wealth of the Jewish kings would be car­
ried away to Babylon and young Jews would be court of­
fioals in that city." (Isaiah 39:6-7) This would occur more 
than 100 years later.-2 Kings 24:12-17; Daniel 1:19 . 

• See chapter 29 of Isa iah's I'ropJlecy-Light {or All Mal/kind I. 

1. Why should we be interested In the prophecy of Isaiah? 
2. What was the situation InJerusalem when Isaiah recorded h is pro­
phetic book, and what change would occur? 
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3 God's message through Isaiah, however, is not merely 
a message o f doom. Chapter 40 of his book begins with 
the word "Comfnrt."* The Jews would be comforted by 
the assurance that either they or their children would be 
able to rehlfn to their homeland. Chapter 41 continues 
that com forting message and foretells that Jehovah would 
raise up a powerful king to fu lfill the divine will. It con­
tains reassurances and gives encouragement to trust in 
God. It also exposes as powerless the false gods in whom 
people of the nations put their trust. In all of this, there 
is much to strengthen faith , both in Isaiah's day and in 
ours. 

J e hovah Challenges the Nations 

4 Jehovah through his prophet says: "Attend to me in si­
lence, you islands; and let national groups themselves re­
gain power. Let them approach. At that time let them 
speak. Let us come up close together for the judgment it­
self." (Isaiah 41: 1) With these words Jehovah challenges 
the nations who oppose his people. Let them stand before 
him and gird themselves to speak! As wlll later be seen, 
Jehovah demands, as though he were a judge in a court, 
that these nations furn ish proof that their idols are tru­
ly gods. Can these gods foretell acts of salvation for their 
worshipers or judgments against their enemies? If so, can 
they fulfill such prophecie.'i? The answer is no. Jehovah 
alone can do these things. 

S As we consider Isaiah's prophecy, let us bear in mind 
that, as with many Bible prophecies, h is words have marc 

~ See chapter 30 of Isaial1'j Prop/lcey-Ught {or All Mal1kind T. 

3. What message Is fou nd In Isaiah chaptC'r 417 
4. With what words docs JC'hovah challC'ngC' the nations? 
5. Explain how Isaiah's prophecies have more than one fulfillment. 
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than one fulfillment. In 607 a.c.E., Judah will go off into 
exile in Babylon. However, Isaiah's prophet..y reveals that 
Jehovah will deliver the Israelites held captive there. Th is 
happens in 537 S.C.E. That release had a parallel in the 
cady days of the 20th century. During the rust worlel war, 
Jehovah's anointed servants on earth passed throllgh a 
period of tribulation. In 1918 pressure from Satan's world 
-incited by Christendom as the leading part of Babylon 
th e Great-brought the org.lOized preaching of the good 
news to a virtual halt. (Revelation 11:5-10) Some lead ing 
officers of the Watch Tower Society were ~ent to prison 
on trumped-up charges. To all intents and purposes, the 
world had triumphed in it<; battle against God's servants. 
Then, as happened back in 537 B.CE., Jehovah unexpect­
edLy brought about their liberation. In 1919 the impris­
oned ofticers were released, and later the charge.~ agaitl.'it 
them were dropped. A convention at Cedar POint, Ohio, 
in September 1919 reinvigorated Jehovah's servants to 
pick up the work of preaching the good nt!ws of the King­
dom. (Revelation 11:1 1, 12) From then till now, the scope 
of th<lt preaching work has increa~ed remarkably. More­
over, many of isaiah's words will have wonderful fulfill­
ment in the Paradise earth to come. Consequently, Isa­
iah's words of long ago involve all nations and peoples 
today. 

A Deliverer Called Forth 

6 Through Isaiah, Jehovah fo retells a conqueror who will 
both save God's people from Babylon and bring judg­
mentupon thei r enemies. Jehovah asks: " Who has roused 
up someone from the sunrise? Who proceeded in righ­
teousness to call him to His feet to give before him the 

6. How doe~ the prophet de~cribe a futu re conqueror? 



Cyrus, though a 
pagan, is chosen to 

do God's work 

nations, and to make 
him go subduing even 
kings? Who kept giv­
ing them like dust to 
his sword, so that they 
have been driven about 
like mere stubble with 
his bow? Who kept pur­
suing them, kept peace­
fufly passing along on 
his feet over the path by 
which he did not pro­
ceed to come? Who has been active and has done this, 
calling out the generations from the start? I, Jehovah, the 
First One; and with the last ones I am the same." -Isaiah 
41 :2-4. 

7 Who is Lhc o ne to be roused from the sunrise, from 
eastern part""! The countries of Medo-Pcrsia and Elam are 
located cast of Babylon. I:rom there marches Cyrus the 
Persian, along with his mighty arm ies. (Isaiah 41:25; 44: 
28; 45:1-4, 13; 46:11 ) Though Cyrus is not a worshiper 
of Jehovah, he acts in harmony with the will of Jehovah, 
the rig hteous God. Cyrus subdues kings, and these arc 
scclttered like dust before him. [n pursuit of conquest, he 
passes "peacefully," or safely, over paths not customarily 
traveled, overcoming all obstacles. By the yea r 539 B.C.E., 

7. Who is the coming conqueror, and wh:lt d~ he accomplish? 
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Cyrus reaches the mighty city of BlIbylon and overthrows 
it. As a result, God's people are released so that they mIght 
return to Jerusalem to reestablish pure worsh i p.- I~rll 1: 
1-7." 

H Thus, through Isaiah, Jehovah foretel ls the rise of Cyrus 
long before that king is born. Only the true God can 'ICctl­

r .. tely prophesy such a thing.Jchov;lh has no e<lual among 
the fa lse gods of the nations. With good reason, Jehov<l h 
states: "To no one else shall I give Ill}' own glory.H Only Je­
hovah can rightfully say: "I am the fi rst and I 'Im the last, 
and besides me there is no God."- Isaiah 42:8; 44:6, 7. 

Frightened Peoples Trust in Idols 

9 Is.l.iah now describes the reaction of the nations tn this 
future conqueror: 'The islands sow and began to fear. Tile 
very extremities of the earth began trembling. n,ey drew 
near and kept coming. They wenl Itelping each one II/s 
companion, and one would say to his brother: 'Be strong.' 
So the craftsman went strengthening the meta/worker; the 
one doing the smoothing out with the forge hammer hi", 
that is hammering away at tile anvil, saying regarding tile 
soldering: ' It is good,' Finally one fastened it with nails that 
it could not be made to totter. H-lsaiah 41 :5-7. 

10 Looking some 200 years into the future, Jehovil h ) lIf­

veys the world scene, Mighty armies under Cyrus move 
swiftly, conquering all in opposition. Peoples--(!ven the 

• 'Ille Greater Cyrus, who in 1919 Jlbera t,-~1 ~th~ ISr.le\ of God" fmm 
splllluilJ captivity, Is none other Ihan Jesus Chrlsl, who l ib en· 
throned a5 King o f God's hea\"enl)' KIngdom ~Jn((' 19 1.J .-Gahulans 
6:16. 

8. What ,-""iIn JehO\'ah alone do? 
9-11. How (\0 the na tions read to Ihe ad\W,jnce o f Cyrus? 



The nations trust it/li feless idols 

Inhabitants of the isl;mds, those in the most distant 
places-tremhle ill his approach. In rear Lhey un ite to op­
pose the one whom Jehovah has called from the east to 
execute! judgment. They try to encourage one another, 
saying: "Ue strong." 
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11 Craftsmen work together to fash ion ido l gods to deliv­
er the people. A wooden frame is fashioned by a car­
penter, who then encourages the goldsmith to plate it 
with metal, perhaps gold. A sculptor h ammers the metal 
smooth and approves of the soldering. Perhaps it is with 
some sarcasm that mention is made of fastening it with 
nai ls so that it does not totter or show weakness, as did 
the idol of Dagon that toppled before the ark o f Jehovah . 
-1 Samuel 5:4. 

Fear Not! 

12 Now Je110vah turns his attention to his peop le. Unlike 
the nations who trust in lifeless idols, those who trust in 
the true God need never fea r. Jehovah's reassurance be­
gins with the reminder that Israel is the offspri ng of his 
friend Abraham. In a passage of great tenderness, Isaiah 
reports Jehovah's words: "You, 0 Israel, are my servant, 
you, 0 Jacob, whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham 
my friend; you, whom I have taken hold of from the ex­
tremities of the earth, and you, whom I have called even 
from the remote parts of it. And so J said to you, 'You 
are my servant; I have chosen you, and I have not reject­
ed you. Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not gaze 
about, for I am your God. I will fortify you. I will really help 
you. I will really keep fast hold of you with my right hand 
of righteousness.'" - Isaiah 41 :8-10. 

13 How comforting these words will b e to the faithful 
Jews held captive in a foreign land! How encouraging it 
will be to hear Jehovah call them "my servant" at the time 
when they are exlles, servants of the king of Babylon! 

12. What reassurance does Jehovah give to Israel? 
13. Why will Jehovah's words Ix- of comfort to the captive Jews? 
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(2 Chro nicles 36:20) Though Jehovah will discipline 
them because o f th eir unfaithfulness, he will not reject 
them. Israel belongs to Jehovah, not to Babylon. There 
will be no reason for God's servants to trem ble at the ap­
proach o f the conquering Cyrus. Jehovah will be with his 
people to help them. 

14 Those words have reassured and strengthened God's 
servan ts even down to our day. Back in 1918 they yearned 
to know Jehovah's will for them. They longed for deliver­
ance from their spi ri tuaJly captive state. Today we yearn 
for relief from the pressures inflicted on us by Satan, the 
world, and our own imperfection. But we appredate that 
Jehovah knows precisely when and how to act in behalf of 
h is people. Uke young children, we hold on to his m ighty 
hand, confiden t that he will help us to cope. (Psalm 63: 
7, 8) Jehovah t reasures those who serve h im. He supports 
us today just as he supported his people th rough the dif­
ficult period of 1918-19 and just as he su pported faithful 
Israelites so long ago. 

15 Consider what Jehovah next says through Isaiah: 
'''Look! All those getting heated up against you will be­
come ashamed and be humiliated. The men in a quarrel 
with you will become as nothing and wiff perish. You will 
search for them, but you will not find them, those men in a 
struggle with you. They will become as something nonex­
istent and as nothing, those men at war with you. For I, 
Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, the One 
saying to yau, "Do not be afraid. I myself will help you. " 
Do not be afraid, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel. I 

14. How do Jehovah's words to Israel comfort God's servants today? 
IS, 16. (a) Whal wjIJ become of Israel's enemies, and in what ways 
does Israel resemble a worm? (b) In view of what Impending attack 
are Jehovah's words particularly encou raging today? 
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myself will help you,' is the utterance of JelJovah, even your 
Repurchase!; the Holy One of Israel. "- Isaiol! 41:11 -14. 

16 Israel's enemies will not prevai l. Those who are heated 
up agai nst Israel will be ashamed. Those who fight' against 
her will perish. Though the captive Israelites seem as weak 
and defenseless as a worm squirming in the dust, Jeho­
vah will help them. What encouragement Ihis has been 
aU through "the last days" as true Christians have faced 
the determined hostility of so many in the worldl (2 Tim­
othy 3:1) And how strengthening Jchovnh 's promise is in 
view of the impending attack by Satan, who Is referred to 
in prophecy as "Gog of the land of Magog" I Under Gog's 
ferodous assault, Jehovah's people wUl seem as defense­
less as a worru-a people "dwelli ng wit hout wall" and not 
having "even bar and doors." Vet, those hoping In Jeho­
vah will not need to quake with fear. The ALmighty him­
selfwiU fight to deliver them.-Ezeklel 38:2, II , 14-16, 21-
23; 2 Corinthians 1:3. 

Comfo rt for Israe l 

17 Jehovah continues to comfo rt his people: "Look! I 
have made you a threshing sledge, a new threshing Instru­
ment having double-edged teeth. You will tread down the 
mountains and crush them; and the #!ills you will make 
just like the chaff. You will winnow them, and a wind It­
self wiJI carry them away, and a windstorm Itself will drive 
them different ways. And you yourself will be joyful In Je­
hovah. /n the Holy One of Israel you will boost about your­
sel f,"-Isaiah 41:15, 16. 

18 Strength will be given to Israel to take the offensIve 
and, in a spiritual sense, to subdue her mounta lnllkc en-

17, 18. How does Lsaiah descrlbe the empowering o f IS rael, and o f 
what fu lfillment may ..... -e be assured? 
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emies. When Israel returns from exile, she wlll triumph 
over enemies who try to prevent the rebuilding of the 
temple and of Jerusalem's walls. (Eua 6: 12; Nehemiah 6: 
16) However, Jehovah's words will be fulfilled on a grand 
scale with "the Israel of God." (Galiltlans 6: 16) Jt."Sus prom­
ises anointed Christians: "To him that conquers and ob­
serves my deeds down to the end I wilt give authority over 
the nations, and he shall shepherd the people with an 
iron rod so that they wil l be broken to pieces like clay ves­
sels, the same as J have re<..-eived from Illy Father." (Revela­
tion 2:26, 27) The time will certain ly come when Christ's 
brothers resurrected 10 heaven ly glo ry will have a part in 
the destruction of Jehovah God's cnemlcs.-2 Thessalo­
nians 1:7, 8; Revelatio n 20:4, 6 . 

19 In fi gurative language, Jehovah now reinforces his 
promise to bring succor to his people. Isaiah writes: "The 
afflicted ones and the poor ones are seeking for woter, but 
there is none. Because of thirst their very tongue has be­
come dry. I myself, Jehovah, shall arlswer them. I, the God 
of Israel, shalf not leave them. Upon bare llills I sllall open 
up rivers, and In the midst of the valfey plains, springs. I 
shalf make the wilderness into a reedy pool of water, and 
the waterless land into sources of water, In the wilder­
ness I shall set the cedar tree, the acacia and the myrtle 
and the oil tree. In the desert plain ' shalf place the juni­
per tree, the ash and the cypress at the same time; in order 
that people may see and know and pay heed and have in­
sight at the same lime, that the very fland of Jehovah has 
dane this, and the Holy One of Israel has himself created 
it. "-Isaiah 4J : 77-20. 

20 Though the exJled Israelites reside In the capital dty 

19, ZOo What docs Isaiah write about the resto r:Jl1on of Israel to a 
place of beauty, and hOW" Is thb fulfilk'(t7 
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of a wealthy world power, it is to them like a water­
less desert. They feel like David when he was hiding 
from King SauL In 537 13 .C.E., Jehovah opens the way for 
them to return to Judah and rebuild his temple in JeruS<1-
tern, thus restoring pure worship. Jehovah, in him, bless­
es them. In a later prophecy, Isaiah foretells : "Jehovah will 
certainly comfort Zion. He will for certain comfort all her 
devastated places, and he will make her wilderness like 
Eden and her desert plain like the garden of Jehovah." 
(isaiah 51:3) This really does occur after the Jews return to 
their homeland. 

21 Something similar occurred in modern times when 
the Greater Cyrus, Christ Jesus, liberated his anointed fol­
lowers from spiritual captivity so that they could work 
to restore pure worship. Those faithful ones were blessed 
with a rich spiritual paradise. a figurative garden of Eden. 
(Isaiah 11 :6-9; 35 :1 -7) Soon, when God destroys his ene­
mies, the entire earth will be transformed into a physical 
paradise, just as Jesus promised the evildoer on the stake. 
- Luke 23:43. 

A Challenge to Israel's Enemies 

22 Jehovah now returns to his controversy with the na­
tions and their idol gods: '''Bring your controversial case 
forward,' says jehovah. 'Produce your arguments,' says 
the King of Jacob. 'Produce and tell to us the things that 
are going to happen. The first things- what they were- do 
tell, that we may apply our heart and know the future of 
them. Or cause us to hear even the things that are coming. 
Tefl the things that are to come afterward, that we may 

21. What restoration occurred in modern times, and what wi ll hap­
pen in the future? 
22. With what words docs Jehovah again challenge the natlons? 
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know that you are gods. Yes, you ought to do good or do 
bad, that we may gaze about and see it at the same time. 
Look! You are something nonexistent, and your achieve­
ment is nothing. A detestable thing is anyone that chooses 
YOU.' H (Isaiah 41:21-24) Are the gods of the nations able 
to prophesy acrurately and thus prove that they have su­
pernahlfal knowledge? If they are, surely there should be 
some results, either good or bad, to support their claims. 
In fact, though, idol gods are not ilble to achieve anything 
and are as something nonexistent. 

23 rn our day some might wonder why Jehovah, 
through Isaiah and his fellow prophets, spent so much 
time condemning the folly of idolatry. The uselessness of 

23. Why did Jehovah, through his prophets, condemn idols so !X'r­
ststcntly7 

Israel, like "0 threshing sledge, H 

will 'crush the mountains' 



" /s[lillh's Prop/lI'ey-USIII {Qr All MiIIlki"rllI 

man-made idols may seem obvious to many today. How­
ever, once a false system of belief has been established 
and widely accepted, it is hard to root it out of the minds 
of those who believe it. Many contemporary beliefs are as 
senseless as the belief that lifeless images arc really gods. 
Yet, people cling to such beliefs despite persuasive argu­
ments against them. [t is only by hearing the truth again 
and again that some are moved to see the wisdom of 
trusting in Jehovah. 

24 Jehovah again refers to Cyrus: "/ have roused tip 
someone from the north, and he will come. From the ris­
ing of the sun he will call upon my name. And he will 
come upon deputy rulers as if they were clay and just as a 
potter that tramples down the moist material. n (Isaiah 41 ; 
25)* In contrast to the gods of the nations, Jehovah can 
accomplish things. When he brings Cyrus Ollt of the east, 
from "the rising of the sun," God will demonstrate his 
ability to predict and then fashion the future to fu lfIll his 
prediction. 

25 These words rem ind us of the apostle John's prophet­
ic description of kings who would be rOllSl"d to Hction in 
our time. At Revelation 16:12, we read that the way will be 
prepared "for the kings from the rising of the sun." These 
kings are none other than Jehovah God and )esus CllrL'it. 
Just as Cyrus delivered God's people long ago, these far 
mightier kings will annihilate Jehovah's enemies and 
shepherd his people through the great tribulation into a 

• Although Cyrus' homeland was east of Babylon. when he made hi~ 
final attack on the dty, he came down from the north. from AsIa MI­
nor. 

24, 25. How does Jehovah again refer to Cyrus. and of what other 
prophecy does this remind us? 
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new world of righteousncss.- Psalm 2:8, 9; 2 Peter 3:13; 
Revelation 7:14· 17. 

Jehovah Is Supreme! 

26 Again, Jehovah declares the truth that he alone is the 
true God. He asks: "Who has told anything from the start, 
that we may know, or from times past, that we may say, 
'He is right '? Really there is no one telling. Really there is 
no one causing one to hear. Really there is no one that is 
hearing any sayings of you men." (Isaiah 41 :26) No idol 
god announced the coming of a conqueror to liberate 
those trusting in it. All such gods are lifeless, silent. They 
are not gods at alL 

27 After reporting these sti rring prophetic words of Jeho­
vah, isaiah drives home a vital truth: '711ere is one first, 
saying to Zion: ' l.ook! Here they are!' and to Jerusalem I 
shall give a bringer of good news. And I kept seeing, and 
there was not a man; and out of these there was also no 
one that was giving counsel. And I kept asking them, that 
they might make a reply. l.ook! All of them are something 
nonexistent. Their works are nothing. Their molten images 
ore wind and unreality. "- Isaiah 41 :27·29. 

28 Jehovah is fi rst. He is supremel He is the true God, 
who announces the deliverance of his people, bringing 
good news to them. And on ly his Witnesses proclaim his 
greatness to the nations. Scornfu lly, Jehovah denounces 
those who trust in idol worship, dismissing thelr idols as 
"wind and unreality." What a powerful reason to cling to 
the true Godl Jehovah alone is worthy of ou r confident 
trust. 

26. What questIon does Jehovah now pose, and Is It answered? 
27, 28. What vital truth Is emphasIzed in the concluding verses of 
Isaiah 41, and who only proclaim this? 



CHAPTER THREE 

"My Chosen One, Whom My 
Soul Has Approved!" 

Isaiah 42:1 -25 

'''YOU are my witnesSL'S,' is the utterance of jehovah, 
'even my servant whom I have chosen.''' (Isaiah 43:10) 
This declaration by jehovah, recorded by the propbet Isa­
iah in the eighth century B.C.E., shows that jehovah 's an­
cient covenant people were a nation of witnesses. They 
were God's chosen servant. Some 2,600 years later, in 
1931, anointed Christians publicly declared that these 
words applied to them. They took the name jehovah's 
Witnesses and wholeheartedly accepted the responsibili­
ties associated with being God's earthly servant. 

2 Jehovah's Witnesses earnestly desire to please God. For 
this reason, the 42nd chapter of the book of Isaiah is of 
intense interest to each one of them, for it provides a por­
trait of a servant whom Jehovah approves and another 
of a servant whom he rejects. Considering this prophecy 
and its fulflJlment gives insight into what leads to God's 
approval and what leads to his dIsfavor. 

" I Have Put My Spirit in Him" 

3 Th rough Isaiah, jehovah prophesies the coming of a 
servant whom he himself will choose: "Look! My servant. 
on whom I keep fast hold! My chosen one, whom my soul 

I. 2. Why is chapter 42 of Isaiah of Interest to Christians today? 
3. What does jehovah prophesy through Isaiah about "my servant~? 
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has approved! I have put my spirit In him. Justice to the 
notions is what he will bring forth. He will not cry out or 
raise his voice, and in the street he will not let his voice be 
heard. No crushed reed will he break; and as for a dim 
flaxen wich, he will not extinguish it. In trueness he will 
bring forth justice. He will not grow dim nor be crushed 
until he sets justice in the earth itself,' and for his law the is­
lands themselves will heep waiting. "- Isaiah 42;1-4. 

4 Who is the Servant referred to here? We are not left in 
doubt. We flOd these words quoted in the Gospel of Mat­
thew and applied to jesus Christ. (Matthew 12:15-21) je-. 
sus is the beloved Servant, the "chosen o ne.H When d id 
Jehovah put his spirit upon Jesus? In 29 c.E., at the time 
of Jesus' baptism. The inspired record describes that bap­
tism and says that after Jesus rose from the water, "the 
heaven was opened up and the holy spirit in bodily shape 
like a dove came down upon him, and a voice came out 
of heaven: 'YOLI are my Son, the beloved; I have approved 
you.''' In this way jehovah personally identified his be­
loved Servant-jesus' subsequent ministry and the m iracu­
lous works that he perfo rmed proved that Jehovah 's spir­
it was indeed upon him.-Luke 3:21, 22; 4:14-21; Matthew 
3'16, 17. 

' He Will Bring Forth Justice to the Nations' 

S Jehovah's Chosen One was to "bring forth," or make 
stand out, true justice. "What justice is he wHi make clear 
to the nations.~ (Matthew 12:18) How this \¥as needed in 
the first century C.E.! The jewish religious leaders taught 
a dIstorted view of justice and righteousness. They sought 

4. Who is the foretold · chosen one,· and how do W(' know this? 
s. Why was clarification of justice needed In the first century eL? 
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to attain righteousness by following a rigid code of Jaws 
- many of their own making. Their legalistic justice was 
vOid of merty and compassion . 

6 In contrast, Jesus revealed God's view of justice. By 
what he taught and how he lived, Jesus showed that true 
justice is co mpassionate and merciful. Just camider his 
famous Sermon on the Mount. (Matthew, chapters 5-7) 
What a masterhtl exp lanation of how justice and righ­
teousness should be practiced! When we read the Gospel 
accounts, are we not touched by Jesus' compassion fo r the 
poor and afflit1:cd? (Matthew 20:34; Mark 1 :41 ; 6:34; Luke 
7:13) He carried his comforting message to many who 
were like bruised reeds, bent over and knocked about. 
They were like a smoldering Oaxen wick, their last spark 
o f life almost smoUlered. Jesus neither broke a "crushed 
reed" nor extinguished "a dim Oaxen wick." Rather, his 
loving and compassionate words and actions lifted up the 
hearts o f the meek.- Matthew 11 :28-30. 

7 Why, though, does the propheL)1 say that Jesus would 
'not cry out or raise hb voice, and he would not let his 
voice be heard in the street'? Because he did not promote 
himself, as did many in his day. (Matt hew 6:5) When (.11T­

ing a leper, he told the healed man: "See that YOll tell no­
body a th ing." (Mark 1 :40-44) Rather than seeking pub­
licity and having people reach conclusions o n the ba~is 
of seco ndhand reports, Jesus wanted them to discern fo r 
themselves on the basis of solid evidence that he was the 
Christ, Jehovah's anointed Servant. 

6. (n what ways did Jrsus make true justier known? 
7. Why could the prophecy ~ay thatJe5US would 'not cry out or raise 
his vo\ce in the street'? 

True justice is compass/onote and merciful 







H The C hosen Servant was to bring fo rth " justice to 
the nalio ns." This Jesus did. Apilrl from e mph;lsizing the 
compassionate n;lll lrc o f godly justice, Jesus Iilugh l thai 
it should embrace illi ptoplc. On one OCCilslo n Jesus re­
minded a man vCr.>l'(l illlhc Law thai he should love God 
and his neighbor. The man askecljesus: " Who reilliy is my 
neighbor?" Perhaps he expected )csu~ 10 answer: "Your 
fellow Jew. " But jesus told the pa rilhle of th e neig hbor­
ly Samaritan. In the pi.lr<lble 11 Sanwrllan came to the aid 
of a m<lll set upo n by robbers, while il LevilC all (1 it priest 
had refused to help. The questioner had to admit that 
on th is occasio n the despised Sanmritilll was the neigh­
bor, not the Levite or t he pril'St. )t'Sus concluded his iJ­
Itl<;tralion with the advice: "Be doing the same you rself." 
-Luke 10:25-37; Leviticus 19: lB. 

" I-Ie Will Not Grow Dim nor Be Crushed" 

9 Sint.'(! j esus made dear the nature o f true justice, his 
diSCiples learned to display th is quality, So Illust we. First 
of all, we need to accept God's standards of good and bad, 
since he has the righl 10 determine wllat ls jllst· and righ­
tcous. A~ we strive to do things Jehovah's way, our up· 
righ t conduct will speak volumes about what true justice 
is.- l Peter 2: 12. 

iO We ,llso display true justice wilen we diligen tly engage 

8. (a) How dld )esus hrlng fmlh «justh:e to t ilt na tions"? (b) What 
dOC'S Jcsu ~' iIlustr:ll lon nhoul lite neighborly Samarltan leach us 
ahout juStice? 
9. HoI\' will ~n undcrS\(lIldlr1g o f \Iu.: nil ture uf tn ll' lu stice ntTcct us? 
10. \Vh)' does d isplayi ng lust Ice c l1tnll slwriT1 8 In the prc:It'hlng and 
teach ing work? 

In the parable of the lIelghborly Samarltall, Jesus showed 
that true justice embraces all people 
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in th t! preaching and teaching activity. Jehovah hils gener­
ously provided lifesaving knowledge of himself, his Son, 
and his purposes. Oohn 17:3) It would not be right or 
just to keep that knm .... ledge to ourselves. "Do not hold 
back good from those to whom it is owing. whcn It h.11>" 
pens to be in the power o f your hand to do It," sHyS So]· 
oman. (Proverbs 3:27) Let us wholeheartedly share whal 
we know about God with al l people, regardless of thei r ra­
cial, ethnic. or national backgrou ncl .- Acts 10;34, 35. 
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11 l:urthcr, a genuine Christian 1n.':lls others as Jesus did. 
Mimy today face dlshcil rl l' ll ing problems nncl are in 1l(.'Cd 
o f compassion and cncourngemenl. Even some dcd iGlted 
Christians may be so bmtcrec:1 by clrcumstan~ that Ihey 
come to resemble crushed rt.'l'<is or ~rT101dcrlng wicks. Do 
they not need our support? (I.uke 22:32; A\,.1s II :23) How 
refreshing to be pari of an as.~oclatl()n of truc Chrlstlans, 
who try to Imitate Jcsu<; In exercisi ng jusUce[ 

12 Will there ever be lusllce for nil? Yes, indeed . Jeho­
vah's Chos.en One "wi ll lIo t grow d im nor be crushed un· 
til he sets justice in the ca rth Itself." Very soon the en­
throned King, the r~urrected Christ Jesus, will 'bring 
vengeanc.'C' upon those who do not know God: (2 nH~sa· 
lonians 1:6·9; nevclation 16: 14. 16) 1·luman ru lcrship will 
be replaced by God 's Ki ngdom. JusUce and rlg htcousnl'Ss 
will abou nd. (Proverbs 2:2 1, 22; 1S<llah 11 :3-5; Daniel 2: 
44; 2 Peter 3:13) With eager CXpet.1<1tion, Jehovah's ser­
vants every ... o/he rc-cvcn those In remote places, "the is­
lands"- awillt th,lt day. 

'I Will G ive Him as a Lig ht of the Nn tions' 

13 Isaiah conti nues: '7l1ls is wllol the true God, Jeho­
vah, has said, the Creator of the heavens and tile Grand 
One stretching tllem out; the One laying out the earth 
and its produce, the One giving breath to the people on 
it. and spirit to those walking in it." (Isaiah 42:5) What 
a powerhll description Of Jehovah, the Creato r! This re­
mindcrof Jehovah's mig ht 8 ive~ grc .. ! weight to his utter­
ance. Jehovah says: " I myself, Jehovah, have called you in 

I I. In imitation of Jesus, how should 1'It trea t OI heu? 
12. Why call we be CQllfidenl thll t lusllce (or a ll wUI soon Uccome a 
reality? 
13. What does Jehovah Prollhesy about his Chosen Servant? 
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rlglJteousness, and I proceeded to toke bold of your fland. 
And I shall safeguard you and give you as a covenant of 
the people, as a light of tile lIotions, (or you to open the 
blind eyes, to bring forth out of tile dungeon the prison­
er, out of the house of detention those silting in darkness.'­
- Isaiah 42:6, 7. 

14"he Grand Creator of the universe, the Giver and Sll'i­
ta incrof life, takes hold or his Chosen Servil ll t''i hand and 
pro mises full and consta nt su pport. How reassuring that 
isl Furthermore, Jehovah keeps h im silfc so as to give h im 
as "n COVCIliH1t of the people." A covenant is a cont'ra<:1', a 
compaLi, a solemn promise. It is a sure ordimHlL'C. Yes, Je­
hovah has made his Servant "a pI L'd~c to the l>coph.' ."-AlI 
American Tm"slatioll. 

IS As ".1 light of the nations," the promised Servant will 
ope n li the blind eyes" and liberate II those sluing in dark­
ness." This Jcsus did. By bearing \\'ltlH!Ss to tile truth, JI;. .... 
sus glorified the name of his heavenly Fall ler. UOI'1l1 17: 
4,6) He laid bare religious falsehoods, prcached the good 
news of the Kingdom, and opened the door to spiritu­
al freedom for those in religious honda~e. (Matthew I S: 
3-9; Luke 4:43; John 18:37) He warned against performing 
works thiLt belong La darkness and expos{.'d Satan as "the 
f(Ltherof the lie" and "the m le r o( this world."-John 3: 19-
21; 8:44; 16: 11. 

16 Jesus said: "I am the lig ht of tile world." Uohn 8: 
12) He proved to be so in an outstand ing way when he 

14. (a) \'11m Is ml!an t by JehO\'ah's I1tl..il1K hold or [hI! h:md of his 
n[JllrOVell Servant? (b) What role docs the ChoJCn Scrv,tnt piny? 
15. 16. In what way d id Jesus serve as "n light of tll(- u;! lioIlS"? 

By our preoching activity, we display godly It/stice 





offered his perfect human life as a rnnsom. Thus he 
opened up the way fo r those who exercise fait h to have 
forgiveness of sins, an approved relationship with God, 
and the prospea of eternal li fe. (Matthew 20:28; John 3: 
16) By maintaining perfect godly devotion throughout 
his life, Jesus upheld Jehovah's sovereign ty and proved 
the Devil a liar. Jesus tru ly was a givcr of sight to the bli nd 
and a liberatorof those imprisoned In spi ritual darkncss. 

17 In the Sermon o n the Mount, Jesus t Id his disc:l~ 
pies: "You are the light o f the world ." (Ma tthew 5: 14) Arc 

17. In what ways do IYC ~crve!'ls light t>e'.fcrs7 

The approved Servant was given "as a light of th~ not/om" 



we not also light beilrcrs? Uy our way of life and by ou r 
preachi ng work, we have the privilege of directi ng oth­
ers to j ehovah, the SoUf(.'C of truc en lightenment. In 
imitation of jesus, we In.lke known jehovah's name, up­
hold His sovereignty, and proclaim His Klngclom as man­
kind's only hope. Further, as ligh t bearers we expose reli­
bTjous fal sehoods, warn against un clean works that belo ng 
to clarkness, and eXI)Qse Sawn, the wicked o nc.- I\cts 1:8; 
1 John 5:1 9. 

"S ing to Jehovah 11 New Song" 

18 Now Jehovah tu rns his attention to his pt'Ople, say­
ing: " I am JehOl101i. That i5 my nome; and to no one else 
sholl 1 give my own glory. neither my praise to graven 
images. The first tMngs- here they hove come, but new 
things I am telling out. Before they begin to spring up, 
I cause you people to Ilear them. H (Isafah 42:8, 9) The 
prophecy abOlll "my servlln t" was uttered, nol by one of 
the valueless gods, but by thc o nly living andlwc God. 
It was bound to co rne truc, and it did. Jehovah God is in­
deed the Author of new things, and he causes his peo· 
pie to know uf them before Ihey OCcur. How shou ld we 
respond? 

19 Isaiah writes: "Sln9 to Jehovah a new song, his praise 
from the extremity of tile earth, you men tllat ore going 
down to the sea and to that which fills it, you islands 
and you inhabiting them. Let the wilderness and its cities 
raise their lIOice, the settlements that Kedar inhabits. Let 
the inhabitants of the crag cry out i" joy. From the top of 
the mountains let people cry aloud. Let them attribute to 

l8. What doesJehovllh CIIlIi C his t)l.'O(llc 10 Io;now1 
19, ZOo (a) What song ,nuSI be suog? (b) Who tooayare sl nglng the 
song of praise to Jehovah? 



JehovalJ glory. and in the islands let them tell forth eve" 
his praise. "'- Isaiah 42: 10-12. 

20 The inhabitants of cities, of villages in the wilderness, 
o f islands, even of uKedar," or encampmen ts In deserL~ 

- people everywhere-are u rged tosi ng a song of praise to 
j ehovah . How exciting it is that in our day mi llions have 
responded to th is prophetic appeal! They have embraced 
the truth of God's Word and hilve made j ehovah their 
God. Jehovah's people afe singing this new song-attrib­
u ting glory to j ehovah- in more than 230 lands. How 
thrilling it is to sing in tlus Dlulticultu ral, mu ltilingual. 
and multiracial chorus! 

21 Can opposers stand up against God and silence this 
song of praise? Impossible! "Wee a mighty mati Jehovah 
himself will go forth. Like a warrior he will awaken zeal. 
He will shout, yes, he will let out a war cry; aver his ene­
mies he will show himself mightier." (Isaiah 42:13) What 
power can stand up against Jehovah? So me 3,500 yea rs 
ago, the prophet Moses and the sons of Israel sa ng out: 
"Jehovah is a manly person of war. Jehovah is h Is name. 
Phariloh's chariots and h is m ilita ry forces he has cast Into 
the sea, and the choice o f hIs warriors hilve been Slin k 
in the Red Sea." (Exodus 15:3, 4) Jehovah was victo rious 
over the most powerful military fo rce of that time. No 
enemy of God's people ca n succeed when Jehovah goes 
for th as a mighty warriOf. 

" I Have Kept Q ui et fOf a Long Time" 

22 Jehovah is (air and just, even when ex(.'cuting judg­
ment against his enemies. He says: " I have kept qillet for 0 

Z1. Why can the enemies o f God's people not sua:eed in silenci ng 
the song of praise to Jehovah? 
ZZ, ZJ. Why does jehovah !keep quiet for a long 11011"1 
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long time. I conlitlUed sifent. I kept exercising self<ontrol. 
Uke a woman giving birth I am going to groan, pan~ and 
gasp at the same time. I shaff devastate mountains and 
hllfs, and all tlle;r vegetation I shall dry up. And I wiff turn 
rivers Into islands, and reedy pools I shall dry up. It - Isa­
iah 42: 14, 15. 

Z:~ Before taking /ud ldal action, Jehovah allows time to 
pass In o rdcr to give wrongdoers .m o pportunity to turn 
from their bad ways. Ucrcmlah 18:7- 10; 2 Peter 3;9) Con­
sider the Clse o f the Ilabylo nlans, who, as the dominant 
wo rld power, desolate Jerusa lem in the year 607 B.C.E. 
Jchov" h permits Ihls so as to djscipline the Israelites be­
cause of their unfaithfulness. However, the Babylonians 
fail to recognize the role that they are playing. They treat 
God's J>L"Oplc f.u mo re harshly than God's Judgment re­
quires. (1s.1 Iah 47:6,7; Zechariah L:15) How it must hurt 
th e true God 10 St'C his people suITer! But he withholds 
t<l klng action until his due time. Then, he labors-like a 
woman giving bIrth- to liberate his covenant peop le and 
brings them forth as an Independent nation. To accom­
pllsh this, In 539 B.C.K, he drlL'S lip and dev'lst'ltes Bab­
ylo n ,111(1 her defenses. 

2'1 How thrilled God's people must be when, after so 
many years of exile, the way home finally opens up for 
them ! (2 Chronicles 36:22, 23) They must be delighted 
to experIence the fulfillmen t of Jehovah's promiSe: " I will 
make the bfind ones walk in a way that they have not 
known; in a roadway tllot tlley lIave not known I sholl 
couse them to tread. I shall tum a dark place before them 
Into light. and rugged terroin into levelland. These are the 
tllings tllot I wllf do for them, and I will not leove them.'" 
- Isoiah 41:16. 

24. Whlll 1)I05[X. ... ' dot's ) ehO\'ah open up for his people is rael? 
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25 How do these words apply today? Well, for a long 
time now-for cenhlries-jehovah has let the nations go 
their own way. However, his appointed time for settling 
matters is close. In modern times he has raised up a peo­
ple to bear witness to his name. Leveling any opposition 
against them, he has smoothed the way for them to wor­
sh ip him "with spirit and truth." (John 4:24) He prom­
ised: "I will not leave them," and he has kept his word. 
What of those who persist in worshiping false gods? Je­
hovah says: "They must be turned back, they will be very 
much ashamed, those who ore putting trust in the corved 
image, those who are saying to a molten image: 'You are 
our gods.' II (Isaiah 42:17) How vItal that we remain faith ­
ful to Jehovah, as did his Chosen One! 

'A Servant Who Is Deaf and Blind' 

26 God's Chosen Servant,jesus Christ, remained faithful 
to death. jehovah's people Israel, though, prove to be an 
unfaithful servant, deaf and blind in a spiritual sense. Ad­
dressing them, jehovah says: "Hear, you deaf ones,' and 
look forth to see, you blind ones. Who is blind, if not my 
servant and who is deaf as my messenger whom I send? 
Who is blind as the one rewarded, or blind as the ser­
vant of Jehovah? It was a case of seeing many things, 
but you did not keep watching. It was a case of open­
ing the ears, but you did not keep listening. Jehovah him­
self for the sake of his righteousness has taken a delight 
in that he should magnify the law and make it majestic." 
- Isaiah 42:18-21. 

25. (a) Of what can Jehovah's ~ople today be certain? (b) What 
should be our determlnation? 
26. 27. How does Israel prove to be 'a servant deaf and blind,' and 
with what consequences? 
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27 What a lamentable failu re Israel is! Her people re­
peatedly fall away to worshiping the demon gods of the 
nations. Again and again, jehovah keeps sending his mes­
sengers, but his people pay no heed. (2 Chronicles 36:14-
16) Isaiah foretells the consequences: "It is a people plun­
dered and pillaged, all of them being trapped in the holes, 
and in the houses of detention they have been kept hid­
den. They have come to be for plunder without a deliver­
er, for pillage without anyone to say: 'Bring back!' Who 
among you people will give ear to this? Who will pay at­
tention and listen for later times? Who has given Jacob for 
mere pillage, and Israel to the plunderers? Is it not Jeho­
vah, the One against whom we have sinned, and in whose 
ways they did not want to walk and to whose law they did 
not listen? So He kept pouring out upon him rage, his an­
ger, and the strength of war. And it kept consuming him 
all around, but he took no note; and it kept blazing up 
against him, but he would lay nothing to heart./I-fsaiah 
42,22-25. 

28 Because of the unfaithfulness of her inhabitants, je­
hovah allows the land of Ju dah to be plundered and pil­
laged in 607 B.C.E. The Babylonians burn Jehovah's tem­
ple, desolate jerusalem, and take the jews captive. 
(2 Chronicles 36: 17-21) May we take to heart this warning 
example and never turn a deaf ear to jehovah's imtruc­
tions or a blind eye to his written Word. Rather, may we 
seek)ehovah's approval by imitating Christ Jesus, the Ser­
vant whom Jehovah himself approved. Like Jesus, may we 
make true justice known by what we say and do. In this 
way, we will remain among jehovah's people, serving as 
light bearers who pralse the true God and give him glory. 

28. (a) What can w(: learn from th\! example of the Inhabitants of 
Judah? (b) How may we se-ekJehovah's approval? 



CHAPTER FOUR 

"You Are My Witnesses"! 

Isaiah 43:1 -28 

THE ability to predict the future is one thing that distin­
guishes the true God from all false gods. But when Jeho­
vah prophesies, he has more in mind than proving his 
Godship. As demonstrated in Isaiah chapter 43, Jehovah 
makes prophecy a proof both of his Godship and of his 
love for his covenant people. Hi s people, in turn, are not to 
discern fulfilled prophecy and yet remain mute; they are 
to bear testimony to what they have seen. Yes, they are to 
he Jehovah's witnesses! 

2 Sadly, by Isaiah's time Israel is in such a deplorable state 
that Jehovah considers the peop le spiritually di~hled. 
"Bring forth a people blind though eyes themselves exist 
and the ones deaf though they have ears." (lsaiall 43:8) 
How can people who are spiritually blind and deaf serve 
Jehovah as his living witnesses? There Is only one way. 
Their eyes and ears must be miraculollsly opened. And 
open them, Jehovah does! How? First, Jehovah adminis­
ters severe discipline-the inhabitants of the northern 
kingdom of Israel go into exile in 740 S.CE., and those of 
Judah, in 607 S.CE. Then, Jehovah acts with power in be­
half of his people by liberating them and bringing a spiri­
tually revitalized, repentant remnant bilck to their home-

l. How does Jehovah use prophecy, and how are his people to reo 
spond to fulfilled prophecy? 
2. (a) What is the spiritual condition of Israel in I s~iah's time? 
(0) How does Jehovah open the eyes of his people? 
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land in 537 B.C.E. In fact, Jehovah is so confldent that his 
purpose in this regard cannot be thwarted that some 200 
years in advance, he speaks of Israel's liberation as though 
it has already occurred. 

3 'This is what Jehovah has said, your Creator, 0 Jacob, 
and your Former, 0 Israel: 'Do not be afraid, for I have re­
purchased you. I have called you by your name. You are 
mine. In case you should pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; and through the rivers, they will not flood over 
you. In case you should walk through the fire, you will not 
be scorched, neither will the flame itself singe you. For I 
am Jehovah your God, the Holy One of Israel your Savior.' H 

- Isaiah 43:1 -3a. 

4 Jehovah has a special interest in Israel because the na­
tion belongs to him. It is his own personal creation in 
fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant. (Genesis 12:1-3) 
Thus, Psalm 1(}{):3 says: "Know that Jehovah is God. It is 
he that has made. us, and not we ourselves. We are his 
people and the sheep of his pasturage." As Israel 's Creator 
and Repurchaser,Jehovah wlll bring his people safely back 
to their homeland. Impediments, SUdl as waters, flooding 
rivers, and fiery deserts, will not hinder or harm them, 
just as similar things did not slow their forefathers when 
en route to the Promised Land a thousand years earlier. 

s Jehovah's words also give comfort to the modern-day 
remnant of spiritual Israel, the members of which are a 
spirit-begotten "new creation ." (2 Corinthians 5:17) Hav­
ing stepped boldly before "the waters" of mankind, they 

3. What encouragement does Jehovah give to the future exiles? 
4. How Is It that Jehovah I~ [~rael's Creator. and what aSSuranl1:! does 
he gl\'e his people in regard to their return to their homeland'! 
S. (a) How do Jehovah's words comfort spiritual Israel? (b) Who are 
the companion~ of ~plritua [ Israel. and by whom were these preRs­
u~d? 



11IlYe enjoyed God's loving protection through fi8urativc 
nood~. l"lre emanating from their enemies has not harmed 
th~m but, rather, has served to refine them. (Zechari­
ah 1.3:9; Revelation 12:15-17) Jehovah'~ watchcare has also 
extended to the "'great crowd" of "other sheep,· who have 
joined God's ~plritual nation. (Revelation 7:9; John 10:16) 
These ones were prefigured by the "vJSt mLxed comp.1Ily" 
that made the E,'<odus from l:.gypt along with the I ~rae ljtes 
and also by the non-Jews who returned with thc fre«I ex­
iles from Babylon.-Exodus 12:38; Ezra 2: 1, 43, 55, 58. 

6 Jehovah promises to deliver his people from Babylon 
by means of the armies of Media and Persia. (Isaiah 13:17-

6. How dots Jehovah show himself to be a God o f lustlce In ftgard 
If) tht nrlSomlng of (el fl~hly Israel? (b) splfhual ls tael7 

Jehovoh will support 
thp Jews on their way 

home to Jerusalem 



" 
liJi 21;2, 9; 44:28; Daniel 5:28) A!I II God of Justice, Jeho­
vah will pay hi.<, Mooo..l'crslan "cmpJO)'\.>es" a suitable ran· 
M>11l In exchimgc for Israel. "I have given Egypt as a ron· 
som (or you, Ethlopio and Sebo in place of you. Owing to 
the ((let thot you hove been precious In my eyes, you hove 
been considered honorable, and I myself have loved you. 
And I shall give men In place of you, and norlonof groups 
In place of your soul." (Isaiah 43:3b, 4) History confirms 
that the l'ersian F.mplre did conquer Egypt, Hlhiopla, and 
nearby Seba, lust as (fod foretold. (Proverbs 21 :18) In 1919 
by Olcans of Jesus Olrlsl, Jehovah Similarly released the 
remn.lIlt o f spiritual Israel fro~ captivity. For hls services, 
however, J~us needed no reward. He was no pagan ruler. 
And he was liberating hls own spi ritual brothers. Besides, 
III 1914, Jehovilh had already giVl.!n him "nations as [his] 
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inheritance and the ends of the earth as [his] own posses­
sion."-Psalm 2:8. 

7 Notice how Jehovah openly expresses his tender fee l· 
ings toward the repurchased exiles. He tells them that they 
are "precious" and "honorable" to him and that he 'loves' 
them. (jeremiah 31:3) He feels the same way-and even 
more so-toward hi s loyal servants today. Anoi nted Chris­
tians have been brought into a relationship with God, not 
by birth, but by the operation of God's holy spiri t follow­
ing their personal dedication to their Creator. Jehovah has 
drawn these ones to his Son and to himself and written 
his laws and principles on their receptive hearts.- Jeremi­
ah 31:31-34;John 6:44. 

8 Offering still more reassurance to the exiles, Jehovah 
adds: "Do not be afraid, for I am with you. From the sunris­
ing I shalf bring your seed, and from the sunset I shall col­
lect you together. I shall say to the north, 'G ive up!' and to 
the south, 'Do not keep back. Bring my sons from for 0", 
and my daughters from the extremity of the earth, every­
one that ;s called by my name and that I have created for 
my own glory, that I have formed, yes, that I have made.' II 
(Isaiah 43:S~7) Not even the remotest parts of the earth 
will be beyond Jehovah's reach when the time comes to 
free his sons and daughters and to bring them back to 
their beloved homeland. (Jeremiah 30:10, 11) No doubt, 
in their eyes t his liberation will eclipse the nation's earlier 
deliverance from Egypt.-Jeremiah 16:14, 15. 

9 By reminding his people that they are called by his 

7. How does jehovah fl'el toward his people, both In ancIent and In 
mrxiern times? 
8. \Vhat reassurance does jehovah give the exiles, and how wlll they 
fee l about thei r deliverance? 
9. In what two ways does je hovah relate his acts of deliverance to 
his name? 



name, Jehovah confirms his promise to deliver Israel. (Isa­
iah 54:5, 6) What is more, Jehovah attaches his name to 
h is promises of liberation. [n so doing, he ensures that he 
will receive the glory when his prophetic word is fulfilled. 
Not even Babylon's conqueror will be entitled to the hon­
or due the one and only living God. 

The Gods on Trial 

10 Jehovah now makes his promise to free Israel the basis 
for a universal court case in which he puts the gods of the 
nations on trial. We read: "Let the notions 011 be collect­
ed together ot one place, ond Jet national groups be gath­
ered together. Who [of their gods] is there among them 
that eon tell this? Or eon theyeause us to hear even the first 
things? Let them [their gods] furnish their witnesses, that 
they may be declared righteous, or let them hear and say, 
' It is the truth!, " (/soiah 43:9) Jehovah places a formida­
ble challenge before the nations of the world. In effect, he 
says: 'Let your gods prove that they are gods byaccurate­
ly foretell ing the future.' As only the true God can proph­
esy unerringly, this test wi!! expose all impostors. (Isaiah 
48:5) But the Almighty adds yet another legal stipulation: 
All who claim to be true gods must furn ish witnesses, both 
to their predictions and to the fulfillment of these. Natu­
rally, Jehovah does not exclude himself from this legaL re­
quirement. 

11 Being impotent, false gods can furnish no witnesses . 
Hence, the witness stand remains embarrassingly empty. 
But now comes Jehovah's time to confirm his Godship. 
Looking toward his people, he says: " You are my witness­
es, ... even my servant whom I have chosen, in order that 

10. What challenge does Jehovah put before the nations ~Ild their 
gods? 
11. What commission does Jehovah give to his servant. and what 
doe~ Jehovah reveal about his Godsh lp? 



Jehovah challe nge s the nations 
to produce witnesses for their gods 

1. Bronze statue of Baal 2. Clay figurines af 
A!;htoretll 3. Egyptian triad of Horu!;, Osiris, and 
Isis 4. Greek gods Athena (left) ond Aphrodite 
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you may know and have faith in me, and that you may 
understand that J am the some One. Before me there was 
no God formed, ond after me there continued to be none. 
I- I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior, I my­
self have told forth and have saved and have caused it to 
be heard, when there was among you no strange god. 50 
you are my witnesses, ... ond I am God. Also, all the time 
I am the same One; ond there is no one effecting deliver­
ance out of my own hand. f shafl get active, ond who can 
turn [my hand] backr- Isaiah 43:10-13. 

12 I n response to Jehovah's words, the witness stand soon 
overflows with a Joyful throng of witnesses. Their ('estimo­
ny is clear and unassailab le. Uke Joshua, they testify that 
'everything Jehovah has spoken has come true. Not one 
word has failed.' Uoshua 23:14) Still ringing in the ears of 
Jehovah's people are the words of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Eze­
kiel, and other prophets who, as with onc voice, foretold 
Judah's exile and their miraculous deliveram.:c from exile. 
(jeremiah 25: 11, 12) Judah's deliverer, Cyrus, was named 
well before he was even born!- Isaiah 44:26-45:1 , 

13 [n view of this mountain of evidence, who can deny 
that Jehovah is the only tTUC God? Unlike pagan gods, Je­
hovah alone is uncrcatcd; he alone is the true God,· 
Consequently, the people bearing Jehovah's name have 
the unique and thril ling privilege of relating his wonder­
ful deeds to future generations and to others who inquire 
about him. (Psalm 78:5-7) [n a similar way, Jehovah's 
modcrn-day Wltnesses have the privilege of declaring Je­
h ovah's name in all the earth. In the 1920's the Bible 

• In the mythologIes of the nations, many gods are NbornN and have 
"children.-

12, 13 . (a) What abundant testimony do Jehovah's ~ople have to 
present? (b) How has Jehovah's name come to th(' fore in modern 
Hmes? 
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Students became increasingly i ...... are of the decp signif­
icance of God's n ame, j ehovah. Then, on j uly 26, 1931, 
al a convention in Columbus, O hiO, the Society's presi­
dent, Joseph F. Rutherford, presented a resolution entitled 
"A New Name." The words, "We desire to be known as and 
called by the name, to wit, /ellomll's witllcss<'S,'" thrilled 
the conventio ners, who approved the resolution with a re­
sounding "Aye!" Since then, jehovah's name has gai ned 
worldwide prominence.-Psalm 83:18. 

1'1 jehovah cares fo r those who bear his name hOllombly, 
viewing them as "the pupil o f his eye." He reminds the Is­
raelites of this, telling them how he delivered them from 
Et,'YP1 and led them safely through the wilderness. (De u­
teronomy 32: 10, 12) At that time there was no slrange god 
among them, for they saw with their own eyes the utter 
humiliation o f all the gods of Egypt. Yes, t he entire Egytr 
tian l>antheon could neither protect Egypt no r I>rcvcnl ls­
mel's departure. (Exodus 12: 12) LikeWise, mighty 1l.1bylon, 
whose urban landscape Is domimlted by at least 50 tem­
ples to fa lse gods, will be unable to check the hand of the 
Almighty when he frees his people. Clearly, "there is no 
savio r" besides jehovah. 

War-Horses Fall , Priso n s Open 

IS "This is what Jehovah has said, the RepurclJaser of you 
people, the Holy One of Israel: 'For your salces I will send to 
Baby/on and couse the bars of the prisons to come down, 
and the Chaldeans in the ships with whining cries on their 
port I am Jehovah your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, 
your King.' This is what Jehovah has said, the One making 
a way through the sea itself and a roadway even through 

14. Of ""hal does Jehovah rtmlnd .he Israeli Ie>, and why b .hls re­
minder tlmety? 
15. What does Jehovah prophesy concerning Babylon? 
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strong waters, the One bringing forth the war chariot and 
tlte hONe, the military force and the strong ones at the 
some time: 7her wllllfe down. They will not get up, They 
will certainly be extinguished. Uke a flaxen wick they must 
be put out. ''''-Isaiah 43:14-17. 

16 B..1bylon is li ke a prison to t he e,'(iies in that it preven ts 
their J'Cturn to Jcru5.1Iem, But Babylo n's defenses are no 
obstacle to the Almighty, the One who earlier made "a way 
th rough the IRed Seajltself and a roadway even through 
strong watcrsH-app..'Hcnlly those of the Jordan. (E."odus 
14:16; Joshua 3: 13) In a similar way, Jehovah's agent, Cy­
flI!l, will make the 1111 ' hlY Euphrates recede, allowing his 
warriors entry in lO the clly. Chaldean mcrchants plying 
Iklbylon's ca nals- waterways for thousands of commercial 
galleys .md for barges carrying the B;Jbylonian gods-will 
whine in grief when Ihei r mighty (-upi!il l fa lls. Uke Pha­
moh's chilrlots In Ihe Red Sea, Babylon's swifl chariots will 
be helpless. They will not save her. As easily 'IS o ne extin­
guishes tile flaxen wick of an oil lam p, the invader will 
snun' out the lives of allY would·be defenders. 

Jehovl.lh Leads I'I ls People Safc ly Home 

t7 CoI11p;u ing his earlier ads of dcllverance with what he 
Is ahout to do, Jehovil h says: NDo not remember the first 
''''n9s, and to tile former tllings do not lurn your consider­
ation. Look! I am doing something new. Now It will spring 
tip. YOtl people will know If, will YO" not? Really, through 
the wilderness I sl lOlI set a way; tllrougl! the desert riv­
ers, n'e wild beast of the field wiff glorify me, the jackals 
and the ostriches; because I shoji have given water even in 
the wilderness, rivers In tile desert. to couse my people, my 

16. What will befall Babylon, Iht: Chaldean mnchant.\, and any 
would·be defenders of tlabylon? 
17, 18. tA) What - nf,.ow· Ihlng docs Jehovah prophe~y7 (b) In what 
way 1I1l! Ihe people nOiIO remember Ihe (or mer things, and why? 
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chosen one, to drink. the people whom I have formed (or 
myself, that they should recount the praise of me.I¥-lsaiah 
4HB·21. 

18 In saying, "do not remember the fust things," Jeho­
vah is not suggesting that h is servants erase h is p.:l.st acts 
of salvation from their minds. In fact, many of these 
acts are part of Israel's divinely Inspired history, and Je­
hovah commanded that the escape from Egypt be re­
membered annually at the Passover celebration. (Leviticus 
23:5; Deuteronomy 16:1-4) However, Jehovah now wants 
his people to glo rify him on the basis of "something 
new"-something they will experience firsthand. 111..1s in­
cludes not just their deliverance fro m Babylon but also 
their miraculous journey home, perhaps by the more di­
rect desert route. In that barren land, Jehovah will make 
"a way" for them and will perform powerfu l works remJ­
niscent of what he did for the Israelites In Moses' day- in­
deed, he will feed the returnees in the desert and quench 
their thIrst with veritable rivers. So bounteous wlli Jeho­
vah's provisio ns be that even the wild beasts will glo ri fy 
God and refrain from attacking the people. 

19 Similarly, in 1919 the remnant of Spiritual Israel \'/ere 
freed from 8abylonish captivity, and they set ofT on a route 
Jehovah had prepared for them, "the Way of Holiness." 
(Isaiah 35:8) Unlike the Israelites, they did not have to 
move through tbe burning desert from one geographical 
location to another, and their journey was Ilot concluded 
after a few months with an arrival in Jerusalem. However, 
"the Way of Holiness" did lead the remnan t of anOinted 
Christians into a spiritual paradise. In their case, they re­
main on that "Way of Ho liness, n Since they stili have to 
journey through this system of things. As lo ng as Ihey re-

19. How do the- remnant of spiritual Israel and their companions 
walk upon ~the Way o f Holiness-? 
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main on the highway- as long as thcyobscrvc God's stan­
dards of cleanness and holiness-they remain in the spiri. 
tual paradise. And what a Joy for them to be joined by a 
great crowd of "'non-Israeli te" comp.1nlons! In sharp con· 
trast with those who look to Sata n's system, both the rem· 
nant and their companions conUnue to enjoy a rich spir­
itual banquet at jehovah's hand. (Isaiah 25:6; 65:13, 14) 
Discerning jehovah's blessing on his people, many beast­
like ones have changed their ways and glo rified the true 
God.-lsaiah 11 :6-9. 

Jehovah Reveals His Hurt 

20 In andent times the restored remnant of Israel are a 
changed people when compared with Isaiah 's wicked gen· 
eration. Of the latter, jehovah says: "You have not called 
even me, 0 Jacob, because you hove grown weary of me, 
o Israel. You have not brought me the sheep of your whole 
burnt offerings, and with your sacrifices you have not glo· 
dfied me. I have not compelled you to serve me with a gift. 
nor have I made you weary wIth frankincense. For me you 
have bought no sweet cane with any money; and with the 
fot of your sacrifices you have not saturated me. In reality 
you have compelled me to serve because of your sins; you 
have mode me weary with your erron." - Isaiah 43:22-24. 

21 In saying, "I have not compelled you to serve me 
with a gift, nor have 1 made you weary with frankin­
cense," Jehovah is not suggesting that sacrifice and frank­
Incense (a component of ho ly Incense) are not required. 
[ndeed, these are an Integral part of true wo rship under 
the Law covenant. The same Is true of the "cane, '" which 
refers to aromatic calamus, a sweet·smelling Ing redient of 

20. How has the Israel of !solah's day failed Jehovah? 
21, 22. (a) Why can It be saId that Jehovah's requirements all' not 
burdensome? (b) Ilow do the pwple, In effect , make Jehovah serve 
them? 
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holy anointing oil. The Israelites have ix'en neglecting the 
use of these in temple service. But are such requirements 
burdensome? No indeed! Jehovah's requirements are light 
when compared with those of fa lse gods. ror instance, 
the false god Molech demanded child sacrifice-some­
thing that Jehovah has never rcquired! - Dcutcronomy 30: 
11; Micah 6:3, 4, 8. 

22 If only the Israelites had spiritual perception, for then 
they would never 'grow weary of Jehovah,' By looking in 
his Law, they would see his deep love for them and glad­
ly offer him "the fat," the best part of their sacrifices. In· 
stead, they greedily keep the fat for themselves. (Leviticus 
3:9~11 , 16) How this wicked nation 'weighs Jehovah clown 
with the burden of their sins-in effect, making him serve 
thcm! - Nehemiah 9:28-30. 

Discipline Reaps Fruitage 

23 Although severe, and deservedly so, Jehovah's disci­
pline achieves the desired results, making mercy ]Xlss ibJe. 
"/- / am the One that is wiping out your transgressions for 
my own sake, and your sins I shall not remember. Remind 
me; let us put ourselves on judgment together; tell your 
own account of it in order that you may be in the right. 
Your own father, the first one, has sinned, and your own 
spokesmen ["interpreters," footnote] have transgressed 
agaimt me. So f shall profane the princes of the holy place, 
alld I will give Jacob over as a mall devoted to destruction 
and Israel over to words of abuse." (Isaiah 43:25-28) like 
all the nations of the world, Israel descends from Adam, 
"the flrst one." Hence, no Israelite can prove himself to be 

23. (a) Why is JelloV~h's discipline well deserve<l? (b) What is In­
vulwd in God's disciplining of Israel? 

"You are my witnesses. "-Isaiah 43 :10 
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"in the right. " Even Israel's "spokesmen~-her teachers, or 
interpreters, of the Law-have sinned against Jehovah and 
taught falsehoods. In turn, Jehovah will hand his entire 
nation over I/to destruction" and "to words of abuse." He 
will also profane all those officiating at his "holy place," or 
sanctuary. 

24 Notice, though, that the resulting divine mercy will 
not simply be because of Israel's contrition; it will be for 
Jehovah's own sake. Yes, his name is involved. Were he to 
abandon Israel to permanent exile, his own name would 
be reproached by onlookers. (Psalm 79:9; EzekieI 20:S-10) 
Likewise today, the salvation of humans is secondary to 
the sanctification of Jehovah's name and the vindication 
of his sovereignty. Nonetheless, jehovah loves those who 
accept his discipline without reservation and who worship 
him with spirit and truth. He demonstrates his love fo r 
these ones- whether anointed or other sheep-by wiping 
out their transgressions on the basis of the sacrifice of je­
sus Christ.-john 3:16; 4:23, 24. 

25 Furthermore, jehovah will soon demonstrate h is love 
for a great crowd of his loyal worshipers when he 
does something new in theIr behalf by delivering them 
through "the great tribulation" into a cleansed "new 
earth." (Revelation 7:14; 2 Peter 3:13) They will witness 
the most awesome manifestation of jehovah's power ever 
seen by humans. The certain prospect of that event caus­
es the anointed remnant and all those who will make up 
the great crowd to rejoice and to live each day in accord 
with that lofty commission: "YOll are my witnesses"l -lsa­
iah 43:10. 

24. For what primary reason w!!l Jehovah forgive his people-both 
ancient and modern-yet, what are his feelings toward them? 
25 . What awe·lmplrlng th lng~ wi!! Jehovah perform In the near fu­
ture, and how can we demonstrate a Uf appreciation now? 



CHAPTER FIVE 

The True God 
Foretells Deliverance 

Isaiah 44:1-28 

'WHO is the true God?' This question has been asked 
throughout the centuries. How surprising, then, that in 
the book of Isaiah, Jehovah himself raises the question! 
He invites humal1$ to consider: 'Is Jehovah the only true 
God? Or is there another who can challenge his posi­
tion?' After initiating the discussion, Jehovah provides 
reasonable criteria for settling the issue of Godship. The 
reasoning presented leads honesthearted people to one 
irresistible conclusion. 

2 During the days of Isaiah, images are widely wor­
shiped. In the frank and dear discussion recorded in 
chapter 44 of Isaiah's prophetic book, how futile image 
worship is shown to be! Yet, God's own people have fall­
en into the trap of worshiping idols. Hence, as seen in 
previous chapters of Isaiah, the Israelites are in line for 
strong disdpline. Lovingly, though, Jehovah offers the 
nation reassurance that although he will allow the Bab­
ylonians to take his people into captivity, he will deliver 
them in his own due time. The fulfillment of the proph­
ecies of deliverance hom captivity and of restoration of 
pure worship will prove beyond doubt that Jehovah 

I, 2. (a) What questions does Jehovah raise? (b) How will Jehovah 
prove that he alone is the true God? 



62 Is,Ii(Jit's Pro/lllCc)'- l.iglH ,,,r A/I M,/IIki" d /I 

alone is the [rue God, La the shame of all who worsh ip 
the lifeless gods of the nati ons. 

3 The prophecies in th is part of Isaiah and their hil ftll­
men t in ancient times strengthen the fai th of Christians 
today. Moreover, Isaia h's prophetic words have a fu lfi ll­
ment in our day and evell in the future. And those events 
involve a deliverer and a deliverance ('veil greater than 
the ones predicted for God's ancient people. 

Hope for Those Who Belong to Jehovah 

·1 Chapter 44 begins on a positive note with a reminder 
that Israel has been chosen by God, separated from t he 
surrounding nations to become his serva nt. The prophe­
cy says: "Now listen, 0 Jacob my servant, and you, 0 is­
rael, whom I have chosen. This is what Jehovah has said, 
your Maker and your Former, who kept helping you even 
from the belly, 'Do not be afraid, 0 my servant Jacob, 
and you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen.'" (Isaiah 44:J, 
2) Jehovah has ca red for Israel from its mother's womb, 
as it were, ever since isracllx-'Camc a nation 'lfter coming 
out of Egypt. He calls his people collectively "Jeshurun," 
meaning "Upright One," a ti tle expressing affection and 
tenderness. The name is also a reminder that the Israel­
ites must remain upright, which they have often failed 
todo. 

S How pleasant and refreshing are Jehovah's next 
words! He says: "I shall pour out water upon the thirsty 

3. How do Isaiah"s prophetic words help Christi ans today? 
4. How docs Jehov,th encourage Israel? 
5, 6. What refreshing provisions docs jehovnh suppl,' for Israel, and 
wUh what result? 

Can an unbumed piece of firewood deliver anyone? 
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one, and trickling streams upon the dry place. I shall pour 
out my spirit upon your seed, and my blessing upon your 
descendants. And they will certainly spring up as among 
the green grass, like poplars by the woter ditches. H (Isa­
iah 44:3, 4) Even in hot, dry country, stands of trees can 
flourish by water sources. When Jehovah provides his 
life-giving waters of truth and pours out his holy spirit, 
Israel will flourish mightily, like trees alongSide irrigation 
canals. (Psalm 1:3; Jeremiah 17:7, 8) Jehovah wiU give his 
people the strength to carry out their role as witnesses to 
his Godship. 

6 One result of this outpouring of holy spirit will be a 
renewed appreciation by some individuals of Israel's rela­
tionship with Jehovah. Thus, we read: "This one will say: 
' / belong to Jehovah. ' And that one will call himseJfby the 
name of Jacob, and another will write upon his hand: 'Be­
longing to Jehovah. ' And by the name of Israel one will 
betitJe himseff.N (Isaiah 44:5) Yes, there will be honor in 
carrying the n am e of Jehovah, for he will be seen to be 
the only true God. 

A Challenge to the Gods 

7 Under the Mosaic Law, a repurchaser- normally a 
male next of kin-could buy a person out of bondage. 
(Leviticus 25:47·54; Ruth 2:20) Jehovah now identifies 
himself as Israel's Repurchaser- the one who will redeem 
the nation, to the embarrassment of Babylon and all her 
gods. (Jeremiah 50:34) He confronts the false gods and 
their worshipers, saying: 'This is what Jehovah has said, 
the King of Israel and the Repurchaser of him, Jehovah of 
armies, ' I am the first and I am the last, and besides me 

7, 8. How doe$ Jehovah challenge the gods of the nations? 
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there is no God. And wllo is there like me? Let him call out, 
that he may tell it and present it to me. From when I ap­
pointed the people of fang ago, both the things coming 
and the things that will enter inlet them tell on their part. 
Do not be in dread, you people, and do not become stu­
pefied. Have I not from that time on caused you individ­
ually to hear and told it out? And you are my witnesses. 
Does there exist a God besides me? No, there is no Rock. I 
have recognized none.'" - Isaiah 44:6-8. 

8 Jehovah challenges the gods to present their case. Can 
they call the things that are not as if they are, predicting 
future events with such accuracy that it appears as if they 
are already happening? Only 'the first and the last.' who 
existed before all the false gods were thought of and will 
still be there when they are long forgotten, can do ~ilch 
a thing. His people need not fear to bear witness to this 
truth, since they have the support of Jehovah, who is as 
firm and stable as a massive rock! - Deuteronomy 32:4; 
2 Samuel 22:31, 32. 

The Vanity of [mage Worship 

9 Jehovah's chall enge to the false gods brings to mind 
the second of the Ten Commandments. That command­
ment clearly stated: "You must not make for yourself a 
carved image or a form like anything that is in the heav­
ens above or that is on the earth underneath or that is 
in the waters under the earth. You mllst not bow down 
to them nor be induced to serve them." (Exodus 20: 
4, 5) Of course, this prohibition did not mean that the 
Israelites were not to make decorative representations of 
things. Jehovah himself directed that representati ons of 

9. Was it wrong for the israelites to make any kind of re pre$ ~ntation 
of a living thing? E.xplain. 
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plants. animals. and cherubs be placed in the tabernade. 
(Exodus 25:18; 26:31) However, t hese were not to be ven­
erated, or worshiped . No o nc was to pray to or o ffe r sacri­
fices to those representations. The divinely inspired com­
mandment prohibited the making of any kind of image 
to be used as an object of worship. Worshiping images or 
bowing down to them in reverence constitutes idolatry. 
- 1 John 5:21. 

10 Isaiah now describes the uselessness of Ufeless images 
and the shame awaiting th ose who make them : '7he for­
mers of the carved image are all of them on unreality, 
and their darlings themselves will be of no benefit; and as 
their witnesses they see nothing and know nothing, in o{­
der that they may be ashamed. Who has formed a god 
or cast a mere molten image? Of no benefit at all has it 
been. Look! All his partners themselves will be ashamed, 
and the craftsmen are from earthling men. They will all 
of them collect themselves together. They will stand still. 
They will be in dread. They will be ashamed at the same 
time."-Isaiah 44;9-11. 

Jl Why does God regard these images as so shameful? 
First, it is impossible to rep resent the Almigh ty accurate­
ly with material things. (Acts 17:29) Moreover, to worship 
a created thing rather than th e Creator is an affront tole­
hovah's Godshi p. And is it not really beneath the dignity 
of man, who was created "in God's image"?-Gen esis 1: 
27; Romans 1:23, 25 . 

12 Can physical m atter som eh ow acqu ire holi ness he­
cause it has been crafted to become something to be wor­
shiped? Isaiah rem inds us that m aking an image is just a 

10. 11. Why does Jehovah view images as shameful? 
12, 13. Why can man not craft any image worthy of worship? 
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human endeavor. The tools and techniques of ,Ill image 
maker are the same as those used by any other artisan: 
'~ for the carver of iron with the billhook, he has been 
busy at it with the coals; and with the hammers he pro­
ceeds to form it, and lie keeps busy at it with his powerful 
arm. Also, he has become hungry. and so without power. 
He has not drunk water; so l1e gets tired. As for the wood 
carver; he has stretched out the measuring line; he traces 
it out with red chalk; he works it up with a wood scraper; 
and with a compass he keeps tracing it out. and gradual­
ly he makes it like the representation of a man, like the 
beauty of mankind, to sit in a house. "-Isaiah 44:12, 13. 

1:'1 The true God made all the living creatures on this 
earth, lnduding man. Sentient life is a wonderful testi­
mony to Jehovah's Godship, but of course, everything 
that Jehovah created is inferior to him. Is it possible 
that man can do better than that? Can he make some­
thing superior to himself-so superior that it is worthy 
of his devotion? When a man makes an image, he gets 
tired, hungry, and thirsty. These are human limitations, 
but at least they show that the man is alive. The im­
age he make .. may look like a man. It may even be beau­
tiful. But it is Ilfeless. Images are in no way divine. Fur­
ther, no carved image has ever ' fallen from heaven,' as 
if its source were anything more than mortal man.- Acts 
19,35. 

14 Isa iah proceeds to show that image makers are com­
pletely dependent on natural processes and materials 
that Jehovah created: "There is one whose business is to 
cut down cedars; and he takes a certain species of tree, 
even a massive tree, and he lets it become strong for 

14. How are Image makers completely dependent on Jehovah? 
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himself among the trees of the forest. He planted the 
laurel tree, and the pouring rain itself keeps making it get 
big. And it has become something for man to keep a fire 
burning. So he tokes partot it that he may warm himself. 
In fact he buifds a fire and actuaJly bakes bread. He also 
works on a god to which he may bow down. He has made 
it into a carved image, and he prostrates himself to it. Haff 
of it he actually burns up in a fire. Upon halfaf it he roasts 
well the flesh that he eats, and he becomes satisfied. He 
also warms himseff and says: 'Aha! I have warmed myself. 
I have seen the firelight. ' But the remainder of it he ac­
tually makes into a god itself, into his carved image. He 
prostrates himself to it and bows down and proys to it and 
says: 'Deliver me, for you are my god.' H -Isaiah 44: 14- 17. 

IS Can an unburned piece of fire\o\'Ood deliver any­
body? Of course not. Only the true God can provide de­
liveran ce. How can people idolize inanimate th ings? Isa­
iah shows that the real problem lies in a person's heart: 
'7hey have not come to know, nor do they understand, 
because their eyes have been besmeared so as not to see, 
their heart so as to have no insight. And no one reeoffs 
to his heart or has know/edge or understanding, saying: 
'The hoff of it I have burned up in a fire, and upon its 
cools I have also baked bread; I roast flesh and eat. But 
the rest of it shall I make into a mere detestable thing? To 
the dried-out wood of a tree shall I prostrate myself?' He is 
feeding on ashes. His own heart that has been trifled with 
has led him astray. And he does not deliver his soul, nor 
does he say: ' Is there not a falsehood in my right hand?' H 

(Isaiah 44:18-20) Yes, imagining that idolatry can pro­
vide anything good spiritually is like eating ashes instead 
of nutritious food. 

IS. What total lack of understanding Is shown by a maker of images? 
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16 Idolatry really got its start In the heavens when the 
powerful spirit creahlte \,\,ho became Satan coveted the 
worship due jehovah alone. So strong was Satan's desire 
that it alienated him from God. That was really the be­
ginning of idolatry, since the apostle Paul said that cov­
etousness is the same as idolatry. (Isaiah 14: 12-14; Eze­
kiel 28: 13-15, 17; Colossians 3:5) Satan induced the first 
human couple to entertain selfish thoughts. Eve covet­
ed what Satan offered her: "Your eyes are bound to be 
opened and you are bound to be like God, knowing good 
and bad." jesus stated that covetousness issues from the 
heart. (Genesis 3:5i Mark 7:20-23) Idolatry becomes pos­
sible when hearts are corrupted. How important, then, 
for all of us to 'safeguard our hearts,! never allowing any­
one or anything to occupy Jehovah's rightful place there! 
- Proverbs 4:23; james 1: 14. 

Jehovah Appeals to Hearts 

17 Jehovah next appeals to the IsraeJites to recall that 
they are in a privileged, responsible position. They are 
his witnesses! He says: "Remember these things, 0 Jacob, 
and you, 0 Israel, because you are my servant. I have 
formed you. You are a servant belonging to me. 0 Isra­
el, you will not be forgotten on my port. I will wipe out 
your transgressions just as with a cfoud, and your sins 
just as with a cloud mass. Do return to me, for I will re­
purchase you. Joyfully cry out. you heavens, for Jehovah 
has taken action! Shout in triumph, 0/1 you lowest parts 
of the earth! Become cheerful, you mountains, with joy­
ful outcry, you forest and all you trees in it! For Jehovah 
has repurchased Jacob, and on Israel he shows his beau­
ly."- Isaiah 44:21-23. 

16. How did idolatry originate, and Ivhat m akes It po~ible? 
17. What should Israel take to heart? 
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18 Israel did not form Jehovah. He is not a man-made 
god. Rather, Jehovah formed Israel to be his chosen ser­
vant. And he will prove his Godship once again when he 
delivers the nation. He addresses his people tenderly, as­
suring them that if they repent, he will completely cov­
er over their sins, hiding their transgressions as if behind 
impenetrable clouds. What a reason (or Israel to rejoice! 
Jehovah's example motivates his modern-day servants to 
imitate his mercy. They can do so by seeking to help err­
ing ones-trying to reestablish them spiritually if possi­
ble.-Galatians 6:1, 2. 

The Climax of the Test of Godship 

19 Jehovah now brings his legal argument to a powerful 
climax. He is about to present his own answer to the se­
verest testaf Gadship-the ability to foretell the future ac­
curately. One Bible scholar called the next five verses of 
Isaiah chapter 44 a "poem of the transcendence of the 
God of Israel," the one and only Creator, the sale Reveal­
er of the future and Israel's hope of deliverance. The pas­
sage rises in a dramatic crescendo to the announcement 
by name of the man who would liberate the nation from 
Babylon. 

20 '7his is what Jehovah has said, your Repurchaser and 
the Former of you from the belly: 'I, Jehovah, om doing 
everything, stretching out the heavens by myself, laying 
out the earth. Who was with me? I am frustrating the 
signs of the empty talkers, and I am the One that makes 
diviners themselves act crazily; the One turning wise men 

18. (a) Why does Israel haV(! reason to rejoice? (b) How can Jeho. 
vah'~ servants Imitate his example of mercy today? 
19, 20. (a) [n what way does Jehovah bring his case to a climax? 
(b) What heartwarming things does Jehovah prophesy for his peo­
ple, and who will \)e his agent to bring thes~ things about? 
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backwards, and the One that turns even their knowledge 
into foofishness; the One making the word of his servant 
come true, and the One that carries out completely the 
counsel of his own messengers; the One saying of Jerusa­
lem, "She will be inhabited," and of the cities of Judah, 
"They wifl be rebuilt. and her desolated places I shall raise 
up"; the One saying to the watery deep, "Be evaporated; 
alld aff your rivers I shall dry up"; the One saying of Cyrus, 
"He is my shepherd, and all that I delight in he will com­
pletely carry out"; even in my saying of Jerusalem, "She 
will be rebuilt, " and of the temple, " You wiff have your 
foundation laid."'" - Isaiah 44:24-28. 

21 Yes, Jehovah has not only the ability to fo retell future 
events but also the power to carry out his revealed pur­
pose in its entirety. This declaration will serve as a source 
of hope to Israel. It is a guarantee that although the Bab­
ylonian armies will desolate the land, Jerusalem and her 
dependent cities will rise again and true worship will be 
reestablished there. But how? 

22 Uninspired diviners usually dare not be too specif­
ic in their predictions for fear that time will prove them 
wrong. By contrast, through Isaiah, Jehovah reveals the 
very name of the man he will use to free his people from 
captivity so that they can go home and rebuild Jerusalem 
and the temple. His name is Cyrus, and he is known as 
Cyrus the Great of Persia. Jehovah also gives details of the 
strateb'Y that Cyrus will use to penetrate Babylon's mas­
sive and elaborate defense system. Babylon will be pro.­
tected by high walls and by waterways that run through 
and around the city. Cyrus will turn a main element of 

21. What guarantee do Jehovah's words provide? 
22. Describe how the Euph rates River evaporates. 
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that system-the Euphrates River- to his advantage. Ac­
cording to ancient historians Herodotus and Xenopholl, 
at a location upstream from Babylon, Cyrus diverted 
the waters of the Euphrates until the level of the riv­
er dropped low enough for his soldiers to wade through. 
Ail fa r as its ability to protect Babylon is concerned, the 
mighty Euph rates evaporates. 

2.l What about the promise that Cyrus will release God's 
people and that he wiU see to it that Jerusalem and the 
temple \vill be rebuilt? Cyrus himself, in an official proc­
lamation preserved in the Bible, declares: "This is what 
Cyrus the king of Persia has said, 'All the kingdoms of the 
earth Jehovah the God of the heavens has given me, and 
he himself has commissio ned me to build him a house 
in Jerusalem, which is inJudah. Whoever there is among 
you of all his people, m ay his God prove to be with him. 
So let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and reo 
build the house of Jehovah the God of Israel-he is the 
true God- which was in Jerusalem.' 1/ (Ezra 1:2, 3) Jeho­
vah's word through Isaiah is completely fulfilled! 

Isa iah, Cyrus, and Christians Today 

24 The 44th dlapter of Isaiah magnifies Jehovah as the 
one true God and the Deliverer of his ancien t people. 
Moreover, the p rophecy has deep meaning for all of us 
today. Cyrus' decree to rebuild Jerusalem 's temple, giv­
en in 538/537 B.C.E., set in motion events that culmi· 
nated in the fulfillment of another rem arkable prophecy. 
Cyrus' decree was followed by that of a later ruler, Arta· 

23. What record exiSts of the fulfillm ent of the prophecy that Cyrus 
would llberate Israel? 
24. What relationship is there between the going for th of Artaxer. 
xes' com mand "to restore and to rebuild Jerusa lem" and the corning 
of the Messiah? 
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xerxes, who decreed that the city of Jerusalem should be 
rebuilt. The book of Daniel revealed that "from the going 
fo rth of the word to restore and to rebuild Jerusalem [in 
455 B.C.E.] unti l Messiah the Leader," there would be 69 
"weeks" of 7 years each. (Daniel 9:24, 25) This prophe­
cy also came true. Right on schedule in the year 29 C.E., 
483 years after Artaxerxes' decree went into effl.'Ct in the 
Promised Land, Jesus was baptized and began his earthly 
ministry.· 

• Sec chapter I I of the book Pay Allemion Itl DOlliel's Prophecy!, pub­
li~hed by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc. 

" .. 
Marble head of an Iranian 

king, possibly Cyrus 
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2S The release of loyal Jews from exile, made possible 
by the fall of Babylon, fo reshadowed the release in 1919 
of anointed Christians from spiritual exile. That release 
was evidence that another Babylon, described as a h,lT­
lot, Babylon the Great- a symbol of all the world's false 
reli&rions viewed collectively-had expt'ricnccd a fall. As 
recorded in the book of Revelation, the apostle John 
foresaw her fall. (Revelation 14:8) He also foresaw her 
sudden dl'Struction. Joh n's descripUon o f the destruction 
of that idol-laden world empire resembles in some ways 
Isa iah's description of Cyrus' successfu l conquest of the 
ancient city of Babylon. Just as Babylon's pro tective wa· 
terways faHed to save her from Cyrus, so the 'waters' of 
mankind that support and protect Uabylon the Great wi ll 
be "dried up" beforc shc is just ly destroyed .- Reve lallon 
16: 12.-

26 From our perspective, more than tvvo·and-a-ha lf mil­
lenniums after Isaiah delivered his prophecy, we ca n sec 
that God indeed "carrics out co mpletely lhe counsel of 
his own messengers." (Isaiah 44:26) The fu lfi llment of 
Isaiah's prophecy is therefore an outstanding example 
of the trustwort hiness of all the prophecies in the Holy 
Scriptures . 

• See chapters 35 and 36 of the book Re\'('lrl/lol/- /rs GII/nd (.'IIIIII/x At 
Hmrd!, pubHs hl-'d by the Watchtower /llble ;md Tract Soclely of New 
York, Int·. 

25. What does the lall of Babylon at Cyrus' hands poInt 10 In 11100· 
ern lImes? 
26. How does Isaiah 's prophecy and its fu ifl1Jrnellt strengthen our 
faith? 

Cyrus fulfills prophecy by diverting 
the woteN of the Euphrotes 





CHAPTER SIX 

Jehovah-"A Righteous 
God and a Savior" 

Isaiah 45:1-25 

JEHOVAH'S promises are reliable. He is the God of rev­
elation and the God of creation. Time and again he has 
proved to be a righteous God and a Savior of people of all 
nations. These are some of the heartwarming assurances 
found in Isaiah chapter 45. 

2 In addition, Isaiah chapter 45 contains a remarkable 
example of Jehovah's prophetic ability. God's spirit en­
ables Isaiah to gaze upon distant countries and to survey 
events in centuries to come, and it moves him to describe 
an episode that only Jehovah, the God of true prophe­
cy, could foretell with such accuracy. What is that event? 
How does it affect God's people in Isaiah's day? What sig­
nificance does it have for us today? Let us examine the 
prophet's words. 

Jehovah's Pronouncement Against Babylon 

3 "This is what Jehovah has said to his anointed one, to 
Cyrus, whose right hand I have taken hold of, to subdue 
before him nations, so that I may ungird even the hips of 
kings; to open before him the two-leaved doors, so that 
even the gates will not be shut: 'Before you I myself shall 

I, 2. What assurances are given in IsaIah chapter 45, and what ques­
tions will be considered? 
3. \Vlth what vivid expressions does Isaiah 45:1-3a describe Cyrus' 
conquest? 
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go, and the swells of land I shalf straighten out. The cop­
per doors I shaff break in pieces, and the iron bars I shall 
cut down. And f will give you the treasures in the darkness 
and the hidden treasures ' in the concealment places. '" 
- Isaiah 45:1 -30. 

4 Jehovah, through Isaiah, speaks to Cyrus as if he were 
alive, although in Isaiah's day Cyrus has not yet been 
born. (Romans 4:17) Since Jehovah appoints Cyrus in ad­
vance to accomplish a specific task, Cyrus can be said to 
be God's "anointed onc," With God leading him, he will 
subdue nations, rendering kings weak and incapable of 
resistance. Then, when Cyrus attacks Babylon, Jehovah 
will see to it that the doors of the city are left open, mak­
ing them as useless as gatc~ that have been shattered. He 
wUJ go before Cyrus, smoothing out aU obstacles. In the 
end, Cyrus' troops will conquer the city and take posses­
sion of its "hidden treasures," its wealth stored in dark 
vaults. This is what Isaiah fo retells. Do his words COOle 
true? 

5 In the year 539 S.C.E.-some 200 years after Isaiah re­
cords this prophecy-Cyrus does indeed arrive at the walls 
o f Babylon to attack the city. (Jeremiah 51:11, 12) The 
Babylonians, however, are not concerned. They feel that 
their city is unconquerable. Its towering walls loom over 
deep moats fiUed with water from the Euphrates River, 
which forms part of the city's defense system. For over a 
hundred years, no enemy has been able to take Babylon 
by storm! In fact, Babylon's ruler in reSidence, Belshazzar, 
feels so SCOIrc that he feasts with members of his court. 

4. (a) Why does Jehovah call Cyrus hi~ ~anointed one"? (b) How 
will Jehovah ensure victory for Cyrus? 
S, 6. When and how does the prophecy about the fa ll of Habylon 
come true? 
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(Daniel 5:1) That night-the night of October SI6-Cyrlls 
completes a brilliant military maneuver. 

6 Upstream from Babylon, Cyrus' engineers have cut 
through the bank of the Euphrate.o; River, diverti ng its wa­
ters SO that they no longer flow southward toward the 
dty. Before long, the water level of the river In and around 
Babylon falls so low that Cyrus' troops are able to slosh 
along the riverbed toward the heart of the dty. (Isaiah 
44:27; Jeremiah 50:38) Amazingly, just as Isaiah forelo ld, 
the gates along the river arc open. Cyrus' forces swarm 
Into Babylon, take the palace, and put Klng Belshazzar to 
death. (Daniel 5:30) In one night the conquest is a ll over. 
Babylon has falien, and the prophecy is fulfilled to the le t­
ter. 
7 The predse fulfillment of this prophecy strengthens 

the fai th of Christians today. It gives them strong reason 
to believe that Bible prophecies not yet fulfilled are also 
completely reliable. (2 Peter 1 :20, 21) Jehovah's worshi lr 
ers know that the event foreshadowed by the fa ll of Bab· 
ylon in 539 S.C.E..-the fall of "Babylon the Great"- al· 
ready occurred back in 1919. Still, they look forward to the 
destruction of that modern·day rellglous organization as 
well as the promised removal of the political system un· 
der Satan's control, the abyssing of Satan, and the com· 
ing of ne\\' heavens and a new earth. (Revelation 18:2,21; 
19:1 9-21; 20:1-3, 12, 13; 21:1-4) They know that Jehovah's 
prophecies are, not empty promises, but descriptions of 
definite, future events. The confidence of true Ch ristians 
is strengthened when they remember the fulftUm ent of 
aU the details of Isaiah's prophecy regarding the fall of 
llabylo n. They know that Jehovah always fu lfills his word. 

7. How are Christians sncngthened by the remarkable fu llillmi!nl o f 
Isaiah's prophecy regarding Cyrus? 
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Why Jehovah Will Favor Cyrus 

B After stelting who will conquer Babylon and how this 
will be done, Jehovah gOt'S on to explain one rea­
son why Cyrus will be given the victory. Jehovah, pro­
phetically speaking to Cyrus, says that it is "in order that 
you may know that I am Jehovah, the One colling you 
by your name, the God of Israel. H (Isaiah 45:3b) It is fi t­
ting that the ruler of the fourth world power of Bible his­
tory recognizes Ihat his greatest victory comes as a result 
of the support o f one who is greater Lhan he is-Jehovah, 
the Universal Sovereign . Cyrus should acknowledge that 
the one who calls, or commissions, him is Jehovah, the 
God of Israel. The I1Iblc record shows that Cyrus did in­
deed acknowledge lhat his great victory came from lebo­
vah,-Ezra 1:2,3. 

9 Jehovah explains the second reason why he brings Cy­
rus to conquer Babylon: "For the sake of my servant Jacob 
and of Israel my chosen aile, I even proceeded to call you 
by your namei I proceeded to give you a name of honor, 
although you did /Jot know me." (Isaiah 45:4) Cyrus' vic­
I'ory over Babylon Is earth-shattering. It marks the fall of 
one world power and the ascen t o f another, and it leaves 
itS mark on history for generations to come. Yet, those 
o f the nations round about who are anxiously watching 
even ts wOll ld likely be astounded to know that it all hap­
pens fo r the sake o f a few thousand "inSignificant" ex­
Iles In Babylon-the JC\'IS, descendants of Jacob. LIl Jeho­
vah's eyes. however, these survivors o f the ancient nation 
o f Israel are far from insignificant. They are hjs "servant." 

8, What Is o nl! reason that Jehovah glws Cyrus vlcloryOlo'er Bab)'lon? 
9, For what second rea~n does Je.hO\'ah bring Cyrus to (Qnquer Bal). 
ylon? 
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Of nil the nations of the earth, they ,Ire his "chosen one." 
Even though Cyrus previousl)' did not know JChOVilh, he 
Is used hy Jehovah as Il is anointed one 10 overthro\\' the 
ci ty that refused to give lip ils captives. II i ~ nOl God 's pur­
pose that his chosen people languish forever 011 foreign 
soil. 

HI Thl're is a third, even more important reason why Je­
hovah uses Cyrus to overthrow Babylon. JdlOvah SilYS: "I 
am Jehovah, and there is no one else. With tile exee/)tio!1 
of me there is no God. I shall closely gird 'yo1I, althougll you 
have not known me, in order that people may Imow (rom 
tile rising of the sun and (rom its setting tllat there ;s nOlle 
besides me. I am Jehovah, and there is no one e/se," (Isa­
iah 45:5, 6) Yes, the fall of the Babyloni'lI1 World Po wer Is 
a demOll'ilration o f Jehovah's Godship, p roof lO everyone 
I hal he alone is worthy of worship. UeC<llIse God's people 
are released, individllills from many nations-from cast to 

10. What h the most Important reason WilY JchO\'ah uses Cyrus to 
url llR nbout tile end of the l!~u)'lo l1i ;l n Wnrld Power? 

Jel lovah, who forms 1i9ht and 
creates darkness, can make 
peace orld create colamity 
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west- will come to acknowk'tlgc Ihat Jehovah is the o nly 
trueG<xI.-Malachi 1:11 . 

II Remember that this Ilrophec.:y of Isaiah was recorded 
some 200 years before Ihe CVl'n l. Upon he'lring it some 
may have wondef'l'tl, ' I)ocs j chov;lh truly have the power 
to fulfi ll it?' As history tCSUfll'S,t hc answer Is yes. Jehovah 
explains why it is rcaSOI1<lble 10 believe tlmt he can "cm m­
pUsh what he says: " Forming light ancl creating darkness, 
making peace and creating calC/mlty, I, Jellovall, am do­
ing all these things." (Iso/all 45:7) Everyth ing In crt'ation 
- from light to darkness-and eVl'ryt hlng in history-frolll 
pcacc to calamity- is subject to Jehovah's con trol. Just as 
he creates the light o f day and the darkness or night, so 
he will make pcace for Israel and calamity for Babylon. 
Jehovah has the power to create the universe, and he also 
has the power to rulfill his prophl'Clcs. Th:lt is reassuring 
to Christians today, who closely study hl:i prophellc word. 

II . 1·low docs Jehov~h IlIuSl rale Ihm he 11115 Ihe r>ower 10 fulfill his 
purp<lse rc~ardll1l1l1~hy lun? 
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12 Fittingly, Jehovah uses events that regu larly OCt:ur in 
creation to illustrate things that await the captive Jews: 
"0 you heavens, cause a dripping from above; and let the 
cloudy skies themselves trickle with righteousness. Let the 
earth open up, and let it be fruitful with salvation, and let 
it cause righteousness itself to spring up ot the same time. 
I myself, Jehovah, hove created it " (Isaiah 45~8) Just as 
the Hteral heavens cause life-giving win to fall, Jehovah 
will cause righteolls influences to shower from the figura­
tive heavens upon his people. And just as the literal earth 
opens to produce bountiful harvests, Jehovah will caU on 
the figurative earth to produce events in harmony with 
his righteous purpose-especially salvation for his captive 
people in Babylon. In 1919, Jehovah caused 'heaven ' and 
"earth" to produce events in a similar way in order to lib­
erate his people. Seeing such things causes Christians to­
day to rejoice. Why? Because those events strengthen 
their fait h as they look fon ... ard to the time when the fig­
urative heavens, God's Kingdom, will bring blessings to a 
righteous earth . At that time the righteousn ess and sa lva­
tion coming fo rth from the figurative heavens and earth 
will be on a far grander scale than when ancient Babylon 
was overthrown. \lVhat a glorious fmaL fulflllment of Isa­
iah's words that will be!-2 Peter 3:13; ReveJation 21:1. 

Bless ings I'fom Recognizing 
Jehovah's Sovereignty 

13 After this description of future joyful blessings, the 
tone of the prophecy changes abruptly, and Isaiah pro­
nounces a double woe: "Woe to the one that has con-

12. (a) What does Jehovah cause the fig\lratlvc hcavt.'lls and earth 
to produce? (b) What comforting promise do the words of Isaiah 45:8 
contain for Christians today? 
13. Why [s [t rldicu [ous for humans to cha!lCllgeJehovah's purposes? 
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tended with his Former, as an earthenware fragment with 
the other earthenware fragments of the ground! Should 
the clay say to its former: 'What do you make?' And your 
achievement soy: 'He has no"hands'? Woe to the one say­
ing to a (other. What do you become father to?' and to 
the wife: 'What are you in birth pains with?' N (Isaiah 45: 
9, 10) Apparently, the sons of Israel obiect to what Jeho­
vah foretells. Perhaps they do not believe that Jehovah 
wHl allow his people to go into exile. Or maybe they find 
fault with the idea that Israel will be liberated by a king 
of a heathen nation instead of a king of David's house. To 

Jehovoh will cause the "heavens" to rain down blessings 
and "the earth" to bring forth salvation 



Should discorded scraps of pottery questJon 
the wisdom of tflelr maker? 

portray the absurdity of such objecttons, Isaiah compares 
objectors to discarded lumps of clay and scraps of pottery 
that would dare to question the wisdom of their mak­
er. The very thing the potter ha~ formed Is now staling 
that the potter has no hands or power to form. How fool­
Ish! The objectors are like little child ren daring to criti­
aze their pments' authority. 

14 Isaiah gives Jehovah's reply to such objectors: "ThIs 
is what Jehovah has said, the Holy One of Israel and 
the Former of him: ~k me even about d1e things that 
are coming concerning my sons; and concerning the ac­
tivity of my hands you people should command me. J my­
self have mode the earth and have created even man 
upon it I- my own hands have stretched out the ',eav­
ens, and all the army of them I have commanded. I my-

14, IS. Whill do the eJqlresslons ~ Ihe lIoly One :and ~the Former" 
~~al aboutJehavah? 
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self /Jove roused up someone i'l righteousness, and off his 
ways I shalf -straighten out. He is the olle thot will build 
my city. and those of mille In exile he wilt let go, not for a 
price tlor for bribery, ' JehovalJ of armies has said." - 150-
Jah 45:" - 13, 

IS IJcsl.Tibi ng Jehova h as "the Holy One" stresses his 
sanctity. C l l11ng hi m "the r'Ormer" emphasizes his right 
as the Creator to decide how things will work out. Jeho­
vah is al>le to inform the sons of Israel about things to 
come and to take care o f his handiwork, that is, his peo­
ple. Once a&rain the principles of creation and revelation 
are shown to be related. I\s the Creator of the enUre uni­
verse, Jehova h has the right to guide events in the way 
he de<:ldes. (1 Chronicles 29: 11 , 12) in the case being dis­
cussed, I he Sovereign Hu ler has dl.'(ldeti to raise lip Cyrus, 
a heal hen, as llbe ralo r of Israel. Cyrus' com ing, although 
sl'lll future, is as certain as the exlstenc.:e of heaven and 
earth . Which son o f Israel, then, would dare to criticize 
the Father, "Jehovah of armies"'! 

16 These same verses of Isaiah conl illn yet another rea­
son why God's serva nts should subject themselves to 
him. His decisions are always in the best interests of his 
servants. Uob 36:3) He made laws to help his people 
benefit tllemselves. (Isaiah 48: 17) The jews in Cyrus' day 
who accept Jehovah's sovereignty fi nd this to be tnle. 
Cyrus, ac ting in harmo ny WiUl jehovah's righteousness, 
sends them home from Babylon so tha t they can rebu ild 
the temp le. (Ezra 6:3-5) Ukewise tOday, blessings arc e."­
pericnced by those who apply God's laws in their dai­
ly lives .Ind who submH to his sovereignty.-Psalm 1:1-3; 
19:7; 11 9: 105; jo h n 8:31, 32. 

16. Wh)' should J etl()\'a h '~ servanlS 5ubiect thenlSelves 10 h im? 
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Blessings for Other Nations 

17 Israel will not be the only nation to benefit from the 
fall of Babylon. Isaiah says: 'This is what Jehovah has said: 
The unpaid laborers of Egypt and the merchants of Ethio­
pia and the Sobeons, tall men, will themselves come over 
even to you, and yours they will become. BehInd you tiler 
will walk; in fetters they will come over, and to you they 
will bow down. To you they will pray, soying, "'Indeed God 
is in union with you, and there is no one else; there is no 
other God,'''''' (Isaiah 4S:14) In Moses' day, "a vasl m ixed 
company" of non-Israelites accompanied the Israelites o n 
their Exodus from Egypt. (Exodus J 2:37, 38) In a sim­
Ilar way, foreigners wiU accompany the Jewish exiles who 
return home from Babylon. These non-Jews will not be 
forced to go but "will themselves come over." When Jeho­
yah says, "to you they will bow down" and "to you they 
wW pray," he is referring to the willing subjectio n and al­
legiance shown to Israel by these foreigners. If they wear 
fetters, it will be in a voluntary sense, signifying their wlll­
Ingness to serve God's covenan t people, to whom they 
will say: "God is in union with you." They wil l worshlpJe­
hovah as proselytes, under the provisions of his (,"Ovenant 
with Israel.- Isaiah 56:6. 

18 Si nce 1919 when "the Israel of Goel" was released 
fro m spiritual captivity, Isaiah's words have had a greater 
ful fillmen t than in Cyrus' day. Millions earth wide show 
a will ingness to serve Jehovah. (Galatians 6: 16; Zechariah 
8:23) Like the ulaborers" an d Uthe merchants" mentio ned 
by Isaiah, they cheerfu lly offer their physical strength and 

17. Besides Israel, who .... 111 benefit from Jehovah 'S saving acts, and 
how? 
18. Who loW}' ha\'\' benefited from Jehovah's llberalin.: · Ihe Is racl 
o f God, ~ and in ..... hal ..... ays? 
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Anane!a! resou rces to support true worship. (Matthew 
25:34-40; Mark 12:30) They d(!<.iicatc themselves to God 
and walk In h is paths, gladly bL'COming his slaves. (Luke 
9:23) They worshi p o nly Jehovah, en joyi ng the benefits 
of ilssocial'ing wit h Jehova h's "faithfu l and discreet slave," 
who are in a spcdal covenant relationship with God. 
(Matthew 24:45·47; 26:28; Hebrews 8:8-13) While not 
p.1rticip<mts in that covenan t, those " laborers" and "'mer­
chants" benefit from Il and obey the laws associated with 
It, boldly proclaiming: "There is no other God." How 
thrilling to be eyewitnesses today o f the grand increase in 
the number of such wi lling supporters of true worship! 
- Isaiilh 60:22. 

19 After the disclosure that people of the nations will 
lOin In worsh iping Jehovah, the prophet exclaims: '7ruly 
you ore a Cod keeping yourself concealed, the God of is­
rael, a Savior'! (150/01145:15) Although jehovah refrains 
from showing his power at present, in the future he will 
no longer hide hi mself. "I e wil l show himself to be the 
God of Israel, the Savior of his people. However, j eho­
vah will not be the SavIo r of those who trust in idols. Of 
such ones Isaiah says: "They will certainly be ashamed and 
even be humiliated, all of them. Together in humiliation 
!he manufacturerl of idol forms will have to walk. " (Isaiah 
45:16) TheIr hu mlUatian will be ma re than a temporary 
sense a f d isgrace and shame. It wUl mean death- the op­
posite o f what j ehovah next promises Israel. 

20 HAs for Israel, he will certainly be saved in union with 
Jehovah with a solvatIon for times indefinite. You 
people will not be ashamed, nor will you be humiliated 

19. What will hal)jll!/1 to those who Insist on WOrshiping Idols? 
20. In whal way wllllsrnel expel lence -a salvation fo r limes Indd· 
Inl le-7 
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for the indefinite times of eternity." (Isaiah 45:17) Jehovah 
promises eternal salvation for israel, but this is condition­
al. Israel mLl~t remain /l in union with Jehovah." When Is­
rael breaks that union by rejecting Jeslis as the Messiah, 
the nation will lose its prospt'Ct of "salvation for times in­
definite." Howl"Vcr, some in Israel will exercise faith in Je­
sus, and these will become the nucleus of the Israel of 
God, wh ich will take the place of fleshly Israel. (Matthew 
21 :43; Galatians 3:28, 29; 1 Peter 2:9) Spiritual fsrae l will 
never be humiliated. It will be taken into "an everlasting 
covenant."-Hebrews 13:20. 

In Creation and in Revelation, 
Jehovah Is Reliable 

21 Can the Jews rely o n Jehovah's promise of eternal sal­
vation fo r Israel? Isaiah answers: "This is what Jehovah 
has said, the Creator of the heavens, He the true God, 
the Former of the earth and the Maker of it He tile One 
who firmly established it, who did not create it simply for 
nothing, who formed it even to be inhabited: ' I am Jeho­
vah, and there ;s no one else. In a place of concealment I 
spoke not, in a dark place of the earth; nor said I to the 
seed of Jacob, "Seek me simply for nothing, you people." 
I am Jehovah, speaking what is righteous, telling what 
is upright.'" (Isaiah 45:18, 19) For the fourth and final 
time in this chapter, Isaiah opens a weighty prophetic 
passage with the phrase: "TIlis is what Jehovah has said." 
(Isaiah 45:1, 11, 14) What does Jehovah say? That both 
in creation and in revelation, he is reli able. He did not 
create th e earth "simply for nothing." likewise, he does 
not ask his people, Israel. to seek him "simply for noth-

21. How dOC$ Jehovah show himself completely reliable In creation 
<lnd In reVl.!iation7 
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ing." Just as God's purpose for the earth will be carried 
out, so God's purpose for his chosen people will be car~ 
ried out. In contrast with the obscure utterances of those 
who serve false gods, Jehovah's words are openly spoken. 
His words are iust, and they will come true. Those who 
serve him wiJl not serve him in vain. 

22 For God's exiled people in Babylon, those words are 
an assurance thilt the Promised Land will not remain 
desolate. It will be reinhabited. And Jehovah's promises 
to them come true. By extension, Isaiah's words are an 
assurance to God's people today that the earth will not 

22. (a) Of what can the Jews exiled ill Babylon be sure? (b) What 
assurance do Christians today have? 

• 

jehovah did not 
creote the eortll 

for /Iothing 
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become a desolate ruin-charred by fife, as some believe, 
or destroyed by nuclear bombs, as others fear. God pur­
poses that the earth will remain forever, robed in par­
adisaic beauty and populated by righteous inhabitants. 
(Psalm 37:11, 29; 115:16; Matthew 6:9, 10; Revelation 21: 
3,4) Yes, as in Israel's case, Jehovah's words will prove re­
liable. 

Jehovah Extends His Mercy 

23 The salvation of Israel is emphasized in Jehovah's 
next words: "Collect yourselves and come. Bring yourselves 
up close together, you escapees from the nations. Those 
carrying the wood of their carved image have not come to 
any knowledge, neither have those praying to a god that 
cannot save. Make your report and your presentation. Yes, 
let them consult together in unity. Who has caused this to 
be heard from a long time ago? Who has reported it from 
that very time? Is it not I, Jehovah, besides whom there 
is no other God; a righteous God and a Savior, there be­
ing none excepting me?" (Isaiah 45:20, 27) jehovah sum­
mons the "escapees" to compare their salvation with what 
happens to those who worship idols. (Deuteronomy 30:3; 
jeremiah 29:14; 50:28) Because idolaters pray to and serve 
powerless gods that cannot save them, they "have not 
come to any knowledge." Their worship is in vain-sim­
ply fo r nothing. Those who worship jehovah, however, 
find that he has the power to bring about events that he 
foreto ld "a long time ago," including the salvation of his 
exiled people in Babylon. Such power and foresight setje­
hovah apart from all other gods. Tmly, he is "a righteous 
God and a Savior." 

23. What ls the outcome for those who worship idob, and how do 
those who worship Jehovah fare? 
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"Salvation We Owe to Our God" 

24 Jehovah's mercy moves him to extend an invitation: 
'7urn to me and be saved, qll you at the ends of the earth; 
for I am God, and there is no one else. By my own self I 
have sworn-{)ut of my own mouth in righteousness the 
word has gone forth, so that it wiff not return-that to 
me every knee wiff bend down, every tongue will swear, 
saying, 'Surely in Jehovah there are full righteousness and 
strength. All those getting heated up against him will 
come straight to him and be ashamed. In Jehovah all the 
seed of Israel will prove to be right and will boast about 
themselves.'"-Isaiah 45:22~2S. 

25 Jehovah promises Israel that he will save those in 
Babylon who turn to him. Failure of his prophecy is an 
impossibility because Jehovah has both the desire and 
the ability to rescue his people. (Isaiah 55:11) God's 
words are reliable in themselves, but they are all the 
more so when Jehovah adds his oath to confirm them. 
(Hebrews 6: 13) He rightfully requires submission ("every 
knee will bend down") and commitment ("every tongue 
will swear") on the part of those desiring his favor. The 
Israelites who persevere in worshiping Jehovah will be 
saved. They will be able to boastofwhatJehovah does for 
them.- 2 Corinthians 10:17. 

26 God's invitation to turn to him, however, is not limit~ 

ed to the exiles in ancient Babylon. (Acts 14:14, 15; 15:19; 
1 Timothy 2:3, 4) This invitation is stlll going out, and 

24, 25. (a) What Invitation does Jehovah extend, and why is his 
promiSe SUIl.' of fu lfillment? (b) What does Jehovah righ tfully reo 
qui re? 
26. How an! "a great crowd" from all nations responding to Jeho­
vah's invitation to turn to him? 
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"a bYTCat crowd ... out of all nations" respond and pro­
claim: "Salvation we owe to our God ... and to the Lamb 
Uesus]." (Revelation 7:9, 10; .1 5:4) Every yea r, hu ndreds 
o f thousands o f new ones swell the great crowd by tu rn· 
ing to God, fully recognizing his sovereignty <lnd publicly 
declaring their allegiance to him. In addition, they loyal­
ly su pport spiritual Israel, the 'seed of Abraham.' (Ga­
latians 3:29) They express th eir love for Jehovah's righ­
teous mle by proclaiming worldwide: "Surely in Jehovah 
there are fu ll righteousness and strength,"· In his letter 
to the Romans, the apostle Paul quoted the Sepcuagi"r 
rendering of Isaiah 45:23 to show that eventually every­
one alive will acknowledge God 's sovereignty and will 
praise his name con tinually.-Romans 14: 11 ; Philippia ns 
2:9- 11; Revelation 2 1:22-27. 

27 Why can members of the great crowd trust that tu rn­
ing to God means salvation? BecauseJehovah's promises 
are reliable, as the p rophetic words found in Isaiah chap.­
ter 4S so clearly show. Just as Jehovah had the po\\'Cr .md 
wisdo m to create the heavens and the earth, so he has the 
power and wisdom to cause his prophecies to come true. 
And just as he saw to it thai the prophecy concerning Cy­
rus came true, so he will ful fi ll any other Bible proph­
ecy that still awaits ful fil lment. Worshipers of Jehovah , 
therefore, can be confident that soon Jehovah will again 
prove to be "a righteous God and a Savior." 

• The Ntll' World TmllS/(l tioll uses (he expressio n ~ run r lghteousnes)~ 

because (he Hebrew lext has the ","o ld - riglueousnesscs- In t he plu. 
ml form. The plural Is here used to express (he abu ndant dC8!'ee 01 Je· 
hOllah's righteousness. 

27. \Vhy can Christians IOday han! absoluh? trun InJehO\lah's prom· 
"6' 



CHAPTER SEVEN 

Return to the 
Worship ofjehovah 

Isaiah 46:1· 13 

WHE.N Israel is exi led in IJabylon, she will be surround· 
ed by false worship. During Isaiah's time, Jehovah's peo· 
pie are sti li in their own land, and they have the temple 
and the priesthood. Yet, many of God's dedicated na· 
tlon have succumbed to idolatry. It is vital, then, to pre­
pare them in advance so that they wlU not be overawed 
by the false gods of Babylon or tempted to serve them. 
Hence, speakl ng prophetlcally of two of the main Babylo· 
nian gods, Isaiah says: "Bel has bent down, Nebo is stoop­
Ing over; rllelr Idols have come to be (or the wild beasts 
and for tile domestic animals, their loads, pieces of lug­
gage, a burden for the tired animals. H (Isaiah 46:1) Bel 
Is the chief Idol god among the Chaldeans. Nebo is ven· 
erated as a god of wisdom and learning. The respect that 
many have for these two gods is seen by the fact that their 
names are Incorporated Into a number of personal names 
of lJabylonlillls-8e/shazzar, N(loopolassar, Neblldladnez· 
zar, and Nebllz<u adan, to mention just a few. 

2. Isaiah says Ihat Bel has "bent down" and Nebo is 
"stooping over." These false gods wiJI be laid low. When 
Jehovah brings l'tis judgment acts against Babylon, these 

1. What are the names o f twO o f Babylon's prindpal gOds, and what 
Is lorctold DOOut them? 
Z. l'low Is the helplessness o f Babylon's gods t mphaslzed7 





" 
go{l'l will be unable to come to the aid of their lNOr­
.. h lpet'S. They will not even be able to save themselves! 
Hel and Nella will no longer be carril'd in the honored 
place in processions, such as during the Babylonian Ne\" 
Year's Day festival, Instead, they will h:lVe to be carted orr 
like common luggage by those who worship them. Prai'ie 
and ador-liion of them will givt' way to derision and con· 
tempt. 

3 What i l shock fo r the I~"by lonlans to learn lhal their 
cherished idols are no morc than a burden to be car· 
Tied off by !ired beasts! Si mlhnly today, the world's gods 
- the things In which people put their trust and in whose 
beha lf they expend their energy and even givc their 
lives-are an 1I1u<;lon. Wea lth, armaments, pleasurcs, rul ­
ers, the fatherland or symbols thereof, and many other 
things have come 10 be objects o f devotion. The emptl­
ness of slIch gods will be exposed in Jehovah's due time. 
- Daniel 11:38; Mat1hcw 6:24; Acts 12:22; Philippians 
:i : 19; Colossians 3:5; ltevelatlon 13:14, I S. 

4 Furt hcr highlighting the uttcr failure o f Babylon's 
gods, the propI1l:.'C}' con tinues: 'They must stoop over; 
they must each alike bend down; they are simply unable 
to furnIsh escape for the burden, but into captivity their 
own s01l1 must go." (Isaiah 46:2) Bilb)'lon'S gods seem to 
"stoop over" .md "bend downH as if wounded in baUle 
o r dL'Cfeplt with age. They cannot even lighten the load 
o r furnish escal)e fo r the lowly beasts that carry Ulcm. So, 
should Jehovah's covena nt people, even though captive 

j. (a) Whot will shock Ihe Kabylonlum7 (ll) What can be learned to­
day Irom will\! happened 10 Babylo n'S gods? 
4. ln wl18l )Crue do IIlIbyloll's gods ~stoop O\"t'r- and ~b(!nd down·? 

Bobylon's gods do lIot protect her from destruction 
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in Babylon, give any honor to them? No! In a similar way, 
Jehovah's anointed servants, even when in spiritual cap­
tivity. gave no honor to the false gods of "Babylon the 
Great," wh ich were unable to prevent her faU in 1919 and 
will be unable to save her from the calamity that will be­
fal l her during the "great trihuLation."- ReveJation 18:2, 
21; Matthew 24:21. 

5 True Christians today do not bow down to idols of any 
kind. (1 John 5:21) Crucifixes, prayer beads, and images 
of saints do not make the Creator morc accessible. They 
cannot intercede in our behalf. In the first cenhlry, Jesus 
taught his disciples the proper way to worship God when 
he said: "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you ask any­
thing in my name, I will do it."-Jahn 14:6,14. 

"Carried From the Womb" 

6 Having exposed the vanity of worshiping Sabylon's 
idol gods, Jehovah says to his people: "Listen to me, 
o house of Jacob, and all you remaining ones of the house 
of Israel, you the ones conveyed by me from the belly, the 
ones carried from the womb." (Isaiah 46:3) What a dif­
ference there is between Jehovah and the graven images 
of Babylon! Babylon's gods can do nothing for thei r wor­
shipers. If they are to move, they have to be carried by 
some beast of burden. rn contrast, Jehovah has been car­
rying his people. He has sustained them "from the 
womb," from the time when the nation was formed. 
Warm memories of being carried by Jehovah should en­
courage the Jews to shun idol worship and to place their 
trust in him as their Father and Friend. 

5. How do Christians today avoid repeating the mistakes of the ldol­
worshiping Babylonians? 
6. How is Jehovah different from the gods of the nations? 
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7 Jehovah has further tender words for his people: "Even 
to one's old age I am the same One; and to one's gray­
headedness I myself shall keep bearing up. I myself shall 
certainly act, that I myself may corry and that I myself 
may bear up and furnish escape. '" (Isaiah 46:4) Jehovah's 
care for his people overshadows that of the most atten­
tive human parent. As children grow up, parents may feel 
less and less responsibility toward them. When the par­
ents grow old, the children often care for them. [t is never 
like that with Jehovah. He never stops caring for his hu­
man children-even in their old age. God's worshipers to­
day trust and love their Creator and find great comfo rt in 
these words of Isaiah's prophecy. They need not be anx­
ious about the remaining days or years that they have 
to spend In this system of things. Jehovah promises to 
"keep bearing up" those who are advanced in years, giv­
ing them the needed strength to endure and remain faith­
ful. He will carry them, strengthen them, and furnish es­
cape.-Hebrews 6:10. 

Beware of Modern-Day Idols 

8 Imagine the disappointment in store fo r the Babylo­
nians who put their trust in idols, which will prove to be 
completely useless! Should Israel bel ieve that those gods 
are to be compared to Jehovah? Of course not. Rightly, Je­
hovah asks: '70 whom will you people liken me or moke 
me equal or compare me that we may resemble each oth­
er?" (Isaiah 46:5) How inexcusable that some of Isaiah's 
fellow countrymen have turned to the worship of speech­
less, lifeless, and helpless stahles! ror a natton that knows 

7. How Is Jehovah's tender eare for his worshipers even greater than 
the care of human parents for their children? 
8. What Inexcusable sin have some of Isaiah's feHew.· countrymen 
commined? 
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Je hovah, relying o n lifcless, defcnsclos imag~ tl'l,.c!e by 
human ha nds is foolish indecd . 

9 Consider the empty-headed rea!>on lng of idol worship­
ers. The propht'(:y continues: '711ere are those who are 
Javishing out tile gold (rom the purse, and with the scale 
beam they weigh out the silver. They hire a metalworker, 
and he makes it into a god. They prostrate tilemselves, yes, 
they bow down. " ((saiah 46:6) As i f an expensive Idol had 
greater s,wi llg power Ih;1I1 one made of wood, worshipers 
spar(' no cxpense In build ing their deily. Still, no matter 
how much effo rt i ~ ex r)(, llli<'d or how costly the materials, 
a lifeless idol remains a Hfek'S!> idol, nothing ma n? 

10 Further highligh ting the foolishness of idol worship, 
the prophccycontinues: '711er corry it upon the shoulder; 
they bear it alld deposit it in Its place tllDt it may stOlid still. 
From its standing place it does 1I0t move away. One even 
cries out to it hut it does flat answer; out of one's distress 
it does tlotsave aile. H (lsolaIl46:7) Ilow rid icu lo us to prely 
to an image that lacks the ability either to hear o r to act! 
The psalm ist well clcscr! bl.'~ tile uselessness o f such ob­
jects of worsh ip: "The!r idols Un? silver ,lIld gold, the wo rk 
of the hands of earthling man . A mouth they have, but 
they cannot speak; t-yes they have, but they tllnnot see; 
ears they have, but they cannot hea r. A nosc they have, 
but they cannot smell . Hancls are theirs, but they cannot 
feel. Feet arc theirs, but Ihey cannot walk; Ihey utter no 
sound with their th roat. "ho.~e m'lk!ng thelll will become 
just like them, all those who are trust'ing in them."- PSi1!m 
ilS:4·8. 

9. Describe the ernpty-hl!olil!d r~'~~O!l!rlJ; of ~()m l! idol worshipers. 
10. HoI\' is Ihe ilbsolutc futili ty of Idol I\'on.hlp described? 

Christians today must beware o ( modem ·day idols 
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"Muster up Courage" 

11 Havin g demo nstrated the futili ty of Idol worship, Jt.>­
hovah now gives h is people reasons why they should 
serve him: "Remember this, that you people may mus­
ter up courage. Loy it to heart, you transgressors, Remem­
ber the first things of a long time ago, that I am the Di­
vine One and there is no other God, nor anyone like me." 
(Isaiah 46:8, 9) Those who waver between true worship 
Clnd idolatry shou ld remember histo ry. They should bear 
in mind the thi ngs Jehovah has done. This will help them 
nllL~ ter up cour.age and do the right thing. It will hel p 
th em return to worsh iping Jehovah. 

12 This encouragement is still n ccdt..>d today. LI ke the is­
raelites, sincere Christians have to fight against tempta­
tions an d their own imperfections. (Romans 7:21-24) In 
addition, they are locked In a spiritual batUe with an un­
seen but Immensely powerful enemy. The apostle Paul 
says: "We have a wrestling, not against blood and flesh, 
but against the governmen ts, aga lnst the authori ti es, 
against the world rulers of thL~ darkness, against the wick­
ed spirit forces in the heavenly places."-Ephesians 6: 12. 

13 Satan and h is demons will stop at nothing to turn 
Christians aside from t rue worship. To wage a SlICCl'SS­

ful fight, Christians need to follow Jehovah's counsel and 
m uster up courage. How? The apostle Pau l explains: "Put 
o n the complete suit o f armo r from God that you may 
be ab le to stand fi rm against the machinations of the 
Dtvil." Jehovah does not scnd his servants in to battlc 11I­
equipped. Their spiritual armor includes Uthe large shield 
o f fai th, with which [they] will be able to quench all the 

I I. What will hl.'lp thO.'ie who waver to ~mU~It'1 up (Ourage- ? 
12, 13. What struggles are Christians (aught up In, and hO\'>' elln 
they come off victorious? 
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wicked one's burning missiles." (Ephesians 6: 11 , 16) The 
Israelites were transg ressors bccilusc they Ignored the SpiT. 
1I1Ial provisions that Jehovah had m<lde for them . If Ihey 
had rencclcd on tile powerful acl!. that Jehovah repeated­
ly performed In their lx.'h,II(, they wou ld never have 
turned to disgusting Idol worship. May we learn from 
thei r example and he determined never to waver in the 
fight to do what I~ rlg ht .- l Cori nth ia ns 10: 11. 

Mlls ler lip courage 
10 do whot /s rlgll' 
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14 Jehovah is "the One telling from the beginning the fi­
nale, and (rom long ago the things that have not been 
donej the One saying, 'My own counsel will stand, and 
everything that is my delight I sholl do.1N (Isaiah 46:10) 
What other god can compare to Jehovah in this regard? 
The ability to predict the future is an outstanding proof of 
the Creator's Godship. However, it takes more than fore­
sight to ensure the fulfillment of things that are foreto ld. 
The declaration "my own counsel will stand" stresses the 
unchangeableness of God's established purpose. SinceJe­
hovah has unlimited power, nothing in the universe can 
prevent him from accomplishing his will. (Daniel 4:35) 
Therefore, we can be certain that any prophecies that arc 
yet to be fulfilled will indeed come true in God's due 
time.-Isaiah 55:11. 

15 A striking example of Jehovah's ability to foretell fu­
ture events and then bring about the fulfillment of his 
words is next drawn to our attention by Isaiah 's prophecy: 
'The One calling from the sunr;sing a bird of prey, from a 
distant land the man to execute my counsel. I have even 
spoken it; I shall also bring it in. I have formed it I shall 
also do it. " (Isaiah 46: 7J) As "the One telling from the be­
ginning the finale," Jehovah God will shape the circum­
stances in human affairs in order to carry out his counsel. 
He will call Cyrus "from the sunrising," or Persia in the 
east, where Cyrus' favorite capital, Pasargadae, will be. Cy­
rus will be like "a bird of prey," pouncing suddenly and 
unexpectedly upon Babylon. 

16 The certainty of Jehovah's prediction concerning Bab-

14. To what ability drn!5 Jehovah point in order to show that he Is 
the only true God? 
15. What remarkable example of Jehovah's ablllty to foretell the fu. 
ture is drawn to our attention? 
16. HOI .. ' does Jehovah confirm the cert ~lnty of his prediction con­
cerning Babylon? 
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ylon is confirmed b}' the word~, "I have even spoken it; 
I shall also bring it in." While imperfect man is prone to 
make impulsive promises, the Creator never fails to fulfill 
his word. Because Jehovah is the God "who cannot lie," 
we can be certain that if he has "formed it," he will "also 
doit."-Titus 1:2. 

Faithless Hearts 

17 Once again, Jehovah prophetically turns his attention 
to the Babylonians, saying: "Listen to me, you the ones 
powerful at heart, you the ones far away from righteous· 
ness." (Isaiah 46:72) The expression "the ones power· 
ful at heart" describes those who are stubborn and con­
firmed in their opposition to the will of God. Without a 
dou bt, the Babylon ians arc far away from God. Their ha­
tred for Jehovah and his people moves them 10 destroy 
Jerusalem and its temple and to carry Its inhabitants in to 
exile. 

III Today those with skeptical and unbelieving hearts 
stubbornly refuse to Osten to the Kingdom message, 
which is being preached in all the inhabited earth. (Mat· 
thew 24:14) They do not want to acknowledge Jehovah 
as the rightful Sovereign. (Psalm 83:18; Revelation 4:11 ) 
With hearts "far away from righteousness," they resist 
.md oppose his will. (2 Timothy 3: 1·5) Like the Babylo­
nians, they refuse to listen to Jehovah . 

God's Salvation Will Not Be Late 

19 The closing words of Isaiah chapter 46 highlight as· 
pats of Jehovah's pe.rsonality: "I have brought near my 

17, 18. Who can be described as "one5 powerful at heart~ (a) in an­
dent times? (b) today? 
19. [n what way will Jehovah perform an aCt of r [ gh tfou~ncss for Is· 
rael? 
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righteousness. It is not far away, and my own salvation 
will not be late. And f will give in Zion salvation, to Is­
rael my beauty," (Isaiah 46: 13) God's liberation of Israel 
will be an act of righteousness. He will not allow his peo­
ple to Hnger in exile. Zion's salvation will come at the ap­
propriate time, it "will not be late." Following their release 
from captivity, the Israeiltes will become a spectacle to the 
nations rou nd about Jehovah's deliverance of his nation 
will be a testimony to his saving power. The uselessness of 
Babylon's gods Bel and Nebo will be exposed for all to see, 
their impotence revealed.-l Kings 18:39, 40. 

20 Tn 1919, Jehovah brought about the release of his peo­
ple from spiritual captivity. He was not late. That even t, 
as well as the events in ancient times when Babylon fell 
to Cyrus, encourages us today. jehovah has promised to 
bring an end to this wicked system of things, includ­
ing its false worship. (Revelation 19;1, 2, 17-21) Looking 
at things from a human standpoint, some Christians may 
feel that their salvation has been delayed. However, jeho­
vah's exercise of patience until his own due time to fu[ ­
fiJ I that promise is really an act of righteousness. After all, 
"[Jehovah I does not desire any to be destroyed but de­
sires all to attain to repentance." (2 Peter 3;9) Be as­
sured, therefore, that just as in the days of ancient Israel, 
"salvation wjJ[ not be late." Indeed, as the day of salva­
tion draws closet, jehovah lovingly continues to extend 
the invitation: "Search for jehovah, you people, while he 
may be found. Call to him while he proves to be near. Let 
the wicked man leave his way, and the harmful man his 
thoughts; and let him return to jehovah, who will have 
mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will forgive in a 
large way."- Isaiah 55:6, 7. 

20. How can Christians be sure that Jeho\'ah's " s~lvatlon wlll not be 
late"? 



CHAPTER EIGHT 

False Religion-Its 
Dramatic End Foreseen 

isaia h 47: ' -' 5 

"RWGION Makes a Comeback." That was the message 
proclaimed by an article in The New York Times Maga­
zine. The article indicated that religion still seems to have 
a tenacious grip on the hearts and minds of millions of 
people. It may therefore be difficult to believe that a radi­
cal change in the world's religious climate is about to take 
place. But such a change is indicated in the 47th chapter 
of Isaiah. 

2 [salah's words were fu lfilled 2,500 years ago. How­
ever, the words recorded at Isaiah 47:8 are quoted in the 
book of Revelation and given a future application. There 
the Bible forete lls the end of the harlotlike organization 
called "Babylon the Great"-the world empire of false re­
ligion. (Revelation 16:19) The designation "Babylon" for 
the false religions of the world is appropriate, since it was 
in ancient Babylon that false religion got its start. From 
there it spread to the four corners of the earth. (Gene­
sis 11 :1-9) Religious doctrines that originated in Babylon, 
such as the immortality of the soul, hell fire, and the wor­
ship of triune gods, are shared by virtually all religions, 

1, 2. (a) Why dO<'s it seem unlikely to some that th(!n~ will soon be 
a radical change In the world's rellglous climate? (b) How do we know 
that the words of Isaiah chapter 47 have a future application? (e) Why 
is "Babylun th t'" Great" an nppropriatc dCSigllation for aJi false reli­
gion? 
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inducting Christendom,· Does isaiah's prophecy throw 
any light on the future of religion? 

Babylon Bro ught Down to the Dust 

3 Listen to this stirring divine declaration: "Come down 
arid sit down it) the dust, 0 virgin daughter of Babylon. 
Sit down on the earth where there is no throne, 0 daugh­
ter of the eha/deans. For you will flot experience again 
that people calf you delicate and dainty." (Isaiah 47:1) 
For years Babylon has been enthroned as the dominating 
world pO\\'er. She has been "the decoration of kingdoms" 
- 3 thriving rel igious, commercial, and military center. 
(Isaiah 13:19) At Babylon's peak her empire extends as far 
south as the border of Egypt. And when she defeat~ Jeru­
salem in 607 S.C.E., it seems that God himself is unabl e 
to halt her conquests! Thus, she sees herself as a "virgin 
daughter," one who will never suffer a fo reign invasion." 

4 However, this haughty "virgi n" is to be knocked off 
her throne as the undisputed world power and made to 
'sit in the dust' in humiliation. (l<iaiah 26:5) She will no 
longer be considered "delicate and dainty," like a pam­
pered queen. Jehovah thus commands: '7ake a hand mill 
and grind out flour. Uncover your veil. Strip off the flow­
ing skirt. Uncover the leg. Cross over the rivers," (Isaiah 
47:2) After having enslaved the entire nation of Judah, 

• For detailed informMion on the development o f false religious doc­
tr ines, see the book Mrlllki/rd'.i Sell" ir {Ol God, pubUshed by the 
Watchtower Bible and TrKt Society of >Jew York. Inc. 
" In Hebrew "virgin daughter of Babylonn Is an Idiom referri ng to 
Babylon or the Inhabi tants of Babylon. She is Nvlrgin" because she 
has not been dcspotlcd by a conqueror since she became a world 
power. 

3. Describe the greatness o f the Babylonian World POlI'e r. 
4. What will Babylon experience? 
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Babylon will now be treated as a slave herself! The Medes 
and the Persians, who unseat her from her position of 
power, will force her to do humiliating labor in their be­
half. 

S Babylon will thus be stripped of her 'veil and flow­
ing skirt,' losing every vestige of her former greatness 
and dignity. "Cross over the rivers," her taskmasters will 
command. Perhaps some Babylonians will actually he or­
dered to perform slavish outdoor labor. Or the prophe­
cy may mean that some will literally be d ragged across 
rivers as they are taken into exile. In any event, Babylon 
will no longer travel in the grand style of a queen who is 
transported across a stream in a chair or by carriage. In­
stead, she will be like a slave who has to forsake modesty, 
raising her skirt and exposing her legs in o rder to wade 
across a river. How humiliating! 

6 Jehovah continues his taunt: "You ought to uncov­
er your nakedness. A/so, your reproach ought to be seen. 
Vengeance is what f shalf take, and I shall not meet 
any man kind/y.N (Isaiah 47:3)" Yes, Babylon will suf­
fer shame and dishonor. The wickedness and cruelty she 
perpetrates against God's people will be openly exposed. 
No human can head off God 's vengeance! 

• The Hebrew expression rendered "1 shall Ilot meet any man klndlyH 
has been described by scholars as "an extremely difficult phrase" to 
translate. The New World Trans/a/ioll inserts the word "kindlyH so as 
to convey the thought that no outsiders would be allowed to come to 
Babylon's rescue. A translation by theJewlsh Publication Soclety ren· 
ders this clause: "I will . .. let no m~n intercede." 

S. (a) How will Babylon be stripped of her 'veil and flowing skirt'? 
(b) What may be indicated by the command for her to "cross over 
the rlvers H? 
6. (a) In what sense will Babylon's nakedness be uncovered? 
(b) How does Goc\ "not meet any man kindly"? (See footnote.) 
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7 After having been held captive in mighty Babylon for 
70 years, God's people will rejoice greatly at her fa ll. 
They will cry out: 'There is One repurchasing us. Jeho* 
vah of armies is his nome, the Holy One of Israel." (Isaiah 
47:4) Under the Mosaic Law, if an Israelite sold himself 
into slavery in order to payoff his debts, a repurchas­
er (a blood relative) could buy him, or repurchase him, 
out of slavery. (Leviticus 25:47-54) Since the Jews will 
have been sold into slavery to Babylon, they will need 
to be repurchased, or set free. For slaves, conquest nor­
mally means little more than a change of masters. But 
Jehovah will move conquering King Cyrus to release the 
Jews from slavery. Egypt, Ethiopia, and Seha will be giv­
en to Cyrus as "a ransom" in place of the j ews. (Isaiah 
43:3) Appropriately, Israel's Redeemer is called "Jehovah 
of armies." Babylon's seemingly powerful military force 
is puny when compared with jehovah's invisible, angelic 
hosts. 

The Price of Cruelty 

8 Jehovah resumes his prophetic denunciation of Bab­
ylon: "Sit down silently and come into the darkness, 
o daughter of the Chaldeans; for you will not experience 
again that people calf you Mistress of Kingdoms. H (Isaiah 
47:5) There will be nothing but darkness and gloom for 
Babylon. No longer will she dominate other kingdoms as 
a cruel mistress.- lsaiah 14:4. 

9 Why is Babylon allowed to harm God's people in the 
first place? j ehovah explains: "/ grew indignant at my 

7. (a) How w!lljewish exiles respond to the news of Babylon's fall? 
(b) In what way wlll j ehovah repu rchase hIs peQple? 
8. In what sense will Babylon ~come Into the darkness ~ ? 
9. Why does jehovah become indignant at the jews? 



FalSI! Rt:lig ioll - /L> Dramatic EI1II Foreseell 109 

people. I profaned my inlleritance, and I proceeded to 
give them into your hand. H (Isaiah 47:6a) Jehovah has 
good reason to be indignant at the Jews. Formerly, he 
warned them that disobedience to his Law would re­
sult in their expulsion from the land. (Deuteronomy 28: 
64) When they fell into idolatry and sexual immorality, 
Jehovah lovingly sent prophets to help restore them to 
pure worship. But "they were continually making jest at 
the messengers of the true God and despising his words 
and mocking at his prophets, until the rage of Jeho­
vah came up against his people, until there was no heal­
ing." (2 Chronicles 36:16) God therefore allows his in­
heritance, Judah, to be profaned when Babylon invades 
the land and defiles His holy temple.- Psalm 79:1; Eze­
kle124:21. 

10 In view of that, is not Babylon simply performing 
God's will when she enslaves the Jews? No, for God says: 
" You showed them no mercies. Upon the old man you 
made your yoke very heavy. And you kept saying: 70 time 
indefinite J shall prove to be Mistress, forever.' You did not 
take these things to your heart; you did not remember the 
finale of the matter." (Isaiah 47:6b, 7) God has not com­
manded Babylon to act with excessive cruelty, showing 
no favor "even to the old men." (Lamentations 4:16; 5: 
12) Neither has he urged them to take sadistic pleasure in 
mocking their Jewish captives.-Psalm 137:3. 

11 Babylon fails to grasp that her hold on the Jews is 
temporary. She has ignored the warnings of Isaiah that, 
in time, Jehovah will free his people. She behaves as 
if she were entitled to have permanent dominion over 
the Jews and to remain mistress over her vassal nations 

10, 11. Why is Jehovah angry at Babylon, even though It is his will 
that she conquer h is people? 
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forever. She fails to heed the message that there will be a 
"fina le" to her oppressive rule! 

Babylon's Fail Foreto ld 

12 Jehovah declares: "Now Ilear th is, you pleasure-given 
woman, the one sitting in security, tile one saying in her 
heart: '/ om, and there is nobody else. I shall not sit as a 
widow. and I shall not know the Joss of children.'" (Isaiah 
47:8) Babylon's reputation for pleasure-seeking is well­
known. Fi fth century B.C.E. historian Herodotus tells of 
il "most shameful custo m" of the Babyloni,l!1s, namely, 
that all wo men are required to prostitute thernselves in 
homage to their goddess of love. Ancient historian Cur­
tillS li kewise said: "No contamination can surpass the 
manners of the city; no systemati c corruptio n ca n offe r 
more stimulations ,lOd allurements to debauchery." 

13 Babylon's penchant for pleasure-seeking will hasten 
her fall. On the eve of her fall, her king and his gran­
dees will feast, drinking themselves into iI stupor. Thus, 
they wil l pay no heed to the Medo-Persia n armies in­
vad ing the city. (Dan iel 5:1-4) "Sitting in secu rity," Bab­
ylon wil l imagine that her seemingly impregn able w,l lls 
and moal will protect her from invasion. She tells her­
sel f that "there is nobody l'lse" who could ewr occupy 
her place of supremacy. She does not imagine that she 
could become ila widow," losi ng her imperial ruler as 
well as her "children," or populace. Still, no wall Gill pro­
tect her from the avenging arm of Jehovah God ! Jeho­
v<lh will later say: "Evl'n i f Babylo n shou ld ascend to the 

12. Why Is Babylon called 11 ~ plea:i ure-8 il'en woman"? 
13. How will B3bylon's penchant for ph.'aS\lre·sccklng haSlen hl'r 
fall? 

Pleasure-seeking Baby/Oil will be brouglJt dowlI to tile dust 
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heavens and even if she should make the height of her 
strength unapproachable, from me the despoilers will 
come to her."-Jeremiah 51:53. 

14 What will result to Babylon? Jehovah continues: "But 
to you these two things will come suddenly. in one day: 
foss of children and widowhood. In their complete mea­
sure they must come upon you, for the abundance of your 
sorceries, for the full might of your spells-exceedingly." 
(Isaiah 47:9) Yes, Babylon's supremacy as a world pow­
er will suddenly come to an end. In the ancient Eastern 
lands, becoming a widow and losing children were the 
most calamitous experiences that a woman could under­
go. We do not know how many "children" Babylon loses 
on the night of her fa ll! In due time, though, that city 
wi ll be abandoned entirely. (jeremiah 51:29) She will also 
suffer widowhood in that her kings will be dethroned. 

15 Babylon's mistreatment of the Jews, however, is not 
the only reason for Jehovah's rage. 'The abundance of 
her sorceries' also incites him to anger. God's Law to Isra­
el condemns the practice of spiritism; Babylon, though, 
avidly pursues the ocru1t. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12; Eze­
kiel 21:21) The book Social Life Amorlg the Assyrialls and 
Babylol1ia1ls says that the Babylonians' lives "were passed 
in perpetual fear of the multitudinous demons hy which 
they believed themselves to be surrounded." 

• The book Nabonidll$ and Be/SI1l/7.zar, by Raymond Philip Dougher­
ty, notes that while the> Nabonidu$ Chronicle claims that Babylon's 
invaders entered ~wlthout fighting," Greek historian Xenophon indl. 
cates that there may have been considerable bloodshed. 

14. In what ways will Babylon suffer both ~ loss of children and wid­
owhood"? 
IS. In addition to Babylon's cruelty to the Jews, for what Further rea­
son is Jehovah wrathful with her? 
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Trusting in Badness 

16 Will Babylon's fortune·tel lers save her? Jehovah an· 
swers: "You kept trusting in rour badness. You have said: 
7here is no one seeing me.' Your wisdom and your know/~ 

edge-this is what has led you away; and you keep saying 
in your heart: 'I am, and there is nobody else.'" (Isaiah 47: 
10) Babylon reckons that by means of her secular and reli· 
glous wisdom, her military might, and her cunning ruth· 
lessness, sh e can maintain her position as world power. 
She feels that no one can 'see' her, that is, hold her ac· 
countable for her wicked actions. Nor does sh e perceive a 
rival on the horizon. "I am, and there is nobody else," she 
tells herself. 

17 However, through an other of his prophets, Jehovah 
warns: "Can any man be concealed in places of conceal· 
ment and I myself not see him?" Ueremiah 23:24; He· 
brews 4:13) Jehovah therefore declares: "Upon you calam~ 

ity must come; you will know no charming against it. And 
upon you adversity will fall; you will not be able to avert 
it. And upon you there will suddenly come a ruin that you 
are not accustomed to know." (Isaiah 47:11) Neither Bab­
ylon's gods nor the magical "charming" performed by 
her spiritistic practitioners can avert the coming calamity 
-one unlike anything that she has ever experienced! 

Babylon's Counselors Fail 

18 With stinging sarcasm, Jehovah commands: "Stand 
still, now, with your spells and with the abundance of your 
sorceries, in which you have toiled from your youth; that 

16. 17. (a) How does Babylon 'trust In her badness'? (b) Why can 
Uabylon's end not be averted? 
18. 19. How will Babylon's reliance on her counselors prove dIsas­
trous? 



Babylon's astrologers will be unoble to predict her fall 

perilOps you might be able to benefit, that perhaps you 
might strike people with awe. H (Isaiah 47: 72) Babylon is 
challenged to "stand still," o r persist unreformed, in her 
reliance on magic. After all, as a naUon she has loiled in 
the development of the occult arts from her "youth." 

19 But Jehovah mocks her, saying: "You have grown 
weary with tile multitude of your counselors. Let them 
stand tIp, now, and save you, the worshipers of the heav­
ens, the lookers at the stars, those giving Otlt knowledge at 
the new moons concerning the things that will come tlpon 
yot/." (Isaiah 47:13) - Babylon wil l face the utter failure of 

• Some r('oder the nebrew exprel'slon translated · worshlpers o f the 
heawns~ as 8divlder.\ of the heaveo~.~ Thl ~ would re fer to the prac· 
tice of parti tioning the heavens loto fields so as to cast horoscopes. 
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her counselors. True, ccnhtries o f astronom i<" ll obscrvil­
tion will have gone into the developmen t of rlabylonian 
astro logy. But o n the night of her fal l, the pitiful fa ilu re of 
her astro logers will expose divination as useless.-Daniel 
5:7,8. 

20 Jehovah concludes th is satio n of the prophecy by 
saying: "Look! They have become like stubble. A fire it­
self will certainly burn them up. They will not deliver their 
soul from the power of tile flame. There will be no glow 
of charcoals for people to warm themselves, no firelight in 
front of which to sit down. Thus they will certainly become 
to you, with whom you have toiled as your charmers from 
your youth. They will actually wander, each one to his own 
region. There will be no one to save you." (lsa;ah 47:74, 
75) Yes, fiery times are about to come upon these fal se 
cou nselors. It willl>e, not a cozy fire around which peo­
pl e «In warm themselves, but a destructive, consuming 
fire that will expose the fa lse counselors as useless stubble. 
Little wonder, then, th,l t Babylon's COllnsdors wi ll flee in 
pan ic! Babylo n's last support gone, there will be no o ne to 
save her. She will ll.."Ccivc the very fa te that she will have 
in flicted upon Jerusalem.- Jeremiah 11 :12. 

ZI In the year ;539 R.C. E., these inspired words start to 
be fulfilled . The armies of the Medes and the Persians 
under the leadership of Cyrus captu re the city, killing it .. 
resident king, Belshazzar. (Daniel 5:1-4, 30) In one night 
Babylo n is toppled from her position of world domi­
nance. Thus ends centuries o f Semitic supremacy, and 
the world now falls under Aryan control. Babylon itself 
goes into a cen turies-long period of decline. By the fourth 

ZO. What wUl be the rate of Babylon's coun~eJors? 
2 1. How and whtn do Isaiah's proph<'lic wOrds prove !rllt? 
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ccnh.uy C.E., it is nothing more them "piles of stones." 
Ueremiah 51:37) l<;aiah's prophecy is thus completely ful­
fi lied. 

A Modern-Day Babylon 

22 Isaiah's prophecy furnisll es much food for thought. 
rOf one thing, it underscores the dangers of pride and 
haughtiness. Proud Babylon's fall illustrates the Bible 
proverb: "Pride is before a crash, and a haughty spirit be­
fore stumbling." (Proverbs 16:18) Pride sometimes dom­
inates our imperfect natures, but being "puffed up with 
p ride" can lead to coming "into reproach and a snare of 
the Devi1." (1 Timothy 3:6,7) We do well, then, to heed 
James' couosel: "Humble yourselves in the eyes of Jeho­
vah, and he will exalt you."-James 4:10. 

22, What lesson about prIde doe~ Babylon'S fall teach U~? 

A Babylonian astrological calendar, first millennium B.CE. 
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Z3 These prophetic words also help us to have con­
fidence in Jehovah, who is more powerful than all 
his opposers. (Psalm 24:8; 34:7; 50: 15; 9\:14, 15) This 
is a comforting reminder in these diflicult days. Confi­
dence in Jehovah strengthens our determ ination to re­
main blameless in his eyes, knowi ng that "the future of 
[the blameless] man will be peaceful." (Psalm 37:37, 38) 
It is a lways wise to look to Jehovah and not rely on our 
own resou rces in the f<lce of Satan's "crafty acts."-Ephe­
sians 6:10-13, footnote. 

24 Notably, we are warned against spiritistic practices, 
especially astrology. (Galatians 5:20, 21) When Babylon 
fell, astrology did not lose its hold on people. Interesting­
ly, the book Great Cities of the Ancient World notes that 
the constellations mapped out by the Babylonians have 
"shifted" from their ancient positions, "making non­
se nse of the whole idea [of astrology)." Still, astrology 
continues to thrive, and many newspapers carry columns 
that make horoscopes readily available to their readers. 

25 What makes people-many of them well educated­
consult the stars or engage in other illogical, supersti­
tious practices? Tile World Book Encyclopedia says: "Su­
perstitions will probably h,Lve a part in li fe as long as 
people fear each other and have uncertainties about the 
fu ture." Fear and uncertainty may drive people to be­
come superstitious. Christians, however, shun supersti­
tion. They do not fear man-Jehovah is their support. 
(Psalm 6:4-10) And they are not uncertain about the flL­
hue; they know Jehovah's revealed purposes and have no 

23. Isalah'5 prophecy helps us to have what confidence? 
24, 25. (a) Why Is astrology !!logical, yt.:t why do many turn to it? 
(b) What all! some reasons why Ch ristians shun ~uperst1tion? 
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doubt that "to time indefinite the very counsel of Jehu­
v"h will stand ." (Psalm 33:11) Bringing our lives into har­
monywitl1)ehovah's counsel ensures a happy, long-term 
future. 

2(i [n recent years some have tried to discern the fu­
ture in more "scientific" ways. There is even a discipline 
caned futurology, defined ,LS "a study that deals with fu ­
ture possibilities based on current trends." For example, 
back In 1972 a group of academics and businessmen 
known as the Club of Rome predicted that by 1992 al! the 
world 's reserves of gold, mercury, zinc, and petroleum 
would be exhausted. Well, the world has faced horren­
dous problems since 1972, but that prediction was wrong 
on all counts. The earth still has reserves of gold, mercu­
ry, zinc, and petroleum. Indeed, man has worn himself 
out trying to predict the future, but his guesses are always 
unrldiable. Truly, "the reasonings of thc wise mcn are fu­
liIe" !-l Corinthians 3:20. 

The Coming End of Babylon the Great 

27 Modern-day religions have perpehJated many of au­
cient Babylon's doctrines. Hence, the world empire of 
fal se religion is well named Babylon the Great. (Revela­
tion 17:5) That international religious conglomerate has 
already suffered a faU similar to that of ancient Babylon 
in 539 B.C.E. (Revelation 14:8; 18:2) In 1919 the remnant 
of Christ's brothers came out of spiritual captivity and 
shook off the religious influence of Christendom, a dom­
inant part of Babylon the Great. Since then Christendom 

26. How have "thc fca>oninp of thc w!~c !ncn" proved to bc ~fu ­

tile"? 
27. When and !n what way did Uabylon the Great undergo a fall like 
that of Babylon ill S39 R.C.E.? 
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has lost considerable influence in many lands where it 
was forme rly strong. 

28 That fall, however, ~vas just a precursor to the ulti­
milte destruction of false religion. Interestingly, Revela· 
tion's prophecy of the destruction of Babylon the Great 
reminds us of the prophetic words recorded at Isaiah 47: 
8, 9. Like ancient Babylon, modern-day Bahylon the 
Great says: "I sit it queen, and [ am no widow, and I shall 
never see mourning. " But "in one day her plagues will 
come, death and mourning and famine, and she will be 
completely burned wi th fire, because Jehovah God, who 
judged her, is strong." So the prophetic words recorded In 
Isaiah chapter 47 stand as a warning to t llose who are still 
affi liated with false religion. If they Me to avoid sharing 
in her destruction , let them heed the inspired command: 
"Get out of her"! - Revelation 18:4, 7,8. 

28. Wlia t boast docs Babylon the Great make, Ilut what awaits her? 

Modem-day Babylon 
will soon be /10 more 



CHAPTER N!NE 

Jehovah Teaches Us 
for Our Good 

Isaiah 48:1 -22 

WI·IEN Jehovah speaks, those who are wise listen with 
great respect and respond to his words. ~verythlng that 
Jehovah says is for our benefit, and he is keen ly in terest­
ed in ou r welfare. For example, how heartwarmi ng it Is 
to consider the way Jehovah addressed his ancien t cove­
nant people: "0 if o n ly you wou ld actually pay attention 
to my commandments!" (Isaiah 48: 18) The proven value 
of God's teachings should move us to listen to him and 
follow his gUidance. The record of fulfi lled prophecy dis­
pels <Illy doubt about Jehovah's determination to fulfill 
his promises. 

Z The words of the 48th chapter of the book of IsaIah 
were evidently written for the sake of theJews who woll id 
be exiles in Babylon. Further, these words can lain a mes­
sage that Christians today cannot Ignore. In Isaiah chap­
ler 47, the Bible foretold the fa U of Babylo n . Nm .... Jehovah 
describes what he has In m ind for the Jewish exiles in that 
dty. Jehovah is grieved by the hypocrisy o f his chosen 
people and their stubborn disbelief in his promises. Still, 
he wants to Instruct them for their good. He foresees a pe­
riod of refinement leading to the restoration of a faithful 
remnant to their hom eland. 

I. How do wise ones respond to Jehovah 's words? 
2. For whom were t he wOrd5 o f ISlIlah 48 rt.'COrded, and who ebe can 
benefit from them? 
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3 How rar Jehovah's people have deviated from pure 
worship! Isaiah 's openi ng wom'i arc sobering: "Hear this, 
o house of Jacob, you who are calling yourselves by the 
name of Israel and wllo have come forth from the very 
waters of Judah, you who are swearing by the name of Je· 
hovah and who make mention even of the God of Israel, 
not in truth and not In righteousness, For they have called 
themselves as being from the holy city, and upon the God 
of Israel they have supported themselves, Jehovah of ar· 
m;es being his name,H (Isaiah 48:1, 2) How hypocritical! 
"Swearing by the name of Jehovah" is clearly IlO more 
than using God 's name In a formalistic way, (Zephaniah 
1 :S) Before their exile in Babylon, the jews worshiped Je.­
hovah at "the holy city," jerusalem, nul their worship was 
insincere. Their hearts were rar removed from God, and 
their acts of worship were "nol ln truth and not in righ­
teousness," They did not have the fa it h of the patriarchs. 
-Malachi 3:7. 

4 jehovah's words remind LIS thaI' worship should not be 
perfunctory. It must be heurtfelt. Mere token service- per­
haps performed just to please o r Impress others-does not 
constitute "deeds of godly devotion," (2 Peter 3:11 ) A per· 
son's calling himself a Christian does nOI in itself make 
his worship acceptable to God. (2 Timothy 3:5) Recogniz­
ing that jehovah exists is vital, bUIlt is only a begin ning. 
Jehovah wants worship that Is whole.-soulcd and motivat­
l"<i by deep love and appreclation.-Colosslans 3:23. 

Foretelling New Things 

5 Perhaps those jews In Babylon neecl to have their 
memories refreshed. Hence, Jehovah once again reminds 

3. What was wronK with Judah's worship? 
4. What kind of worship U pleasing to Jehovah? 
5. What are some o f ~ t he flfjt thlnp· foretold by Jehovah? 
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thcm that hc Is the God of true prophel.)': ''TIle first 
things I hove told even from tllot time, and out of my own 
mouth they wellt forth, Dnd I kept moking them heard. 
Suddenly I acted, Dnd ' the things proceeded to come 
in." (lsaJa/l 48:3) "The fi rst thlngsH are thi ng.'i that God 
has already accomplished, such as liberating the Israel­
ites from Egypt and giving them the Promised Land as 
an in heritancc. (Gcnesis 13: 14, 15; 15:13, 14) Such predic­
lions go o ut fro m God's mOll th; the)' are of divinc origin. 
God causes men to hear his decrees, and what U1C}, hear 
should move themlo be obedient. (Deuteronomy 28: 15) 
He al1s suddenly to perform what he has foretold. The 
fact that jehovah is the Almighty ensures that his pur­
pose is ful fltlcd .-joshua 21:45; 23: 14. 

6 jehovah's people have become "stubhorn and rebel­
lious." (Ps.'l l rn 78:8) He fran kly tells them: " You are hard 
Dnd . .. your neck Is all Iron sinew and your forehead 
is copper. " (Isaiah 48:4) Llkc metals, the jews ilre hmd 
to bend- unyielding. That is o ne reason why JehovClh re­
veals th ings hefore they occur. Otherwise, Il is people wi JJ 
say of the th ings Jehova h bas done: NMy own idol has 
done tllem, and my own carved fmage and my own mol­
ten image have commanded them. N ( Isaiah 48:5) Will 
what Jehova h Is now saying have any effect on th e un­
fallhfulJews? God says to them: uYOLI have heard. Behold 
it all. As for you people, will you not tell itl I have made 
you hear new things (rom tlJe present time, even things 
kept ill reserve, tllal you IlOve not known. At the present 
lime tlJey musl be created, and not (rom that lime, even 

6. To wl!;lt extent have the Jews Ix.'(:ome ~$l tJbborn and rebelliousw 7 

Isolol , 's message of restoration provides a roy of hope 
for foitllful Jews In exile 



1. /shtar 2. A glozed brick frieze 
from Baby/on's Processional Way 

3. Dragon symbol of Morduk . 
... . ,.. t _. , 

The Jews had a tendency to attribute 
Jehovah's ads to idols 

things that before today you have not heard, that you 
may not say, 'Look! I have already known them. 'N-Isaiah 
48:6, 7. 

7 Long in advance Isaiah recorded the prediction about 
the fa U of Babylon. Now as exiles in Babylon, the Jews 
are prophetically commanded to contemplate the fulfill­
ment of the pred iction. Can they deny that Jehovah is 
the God of fulfi lled prophecy? And since the inhabitants 
of Judah have seen and heard that Jehovah is a God of 
truth, must they not also declare this truth to others? Je-

7. What wi!! the exi led Jews havt: to admit. and wh3t ~'lIn they ex­
pect? 
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hovah's revealed word foretells new things that have not 
yet come to pass, such as Cyrus' conquest o f Babylon and 
the release of the jev..'S, (Isaiah 48:14·16) Such startling 
events seemingly come out of nowhere. No onc could 
have foreseen them merely by considering the develop­
ing world conditions. They arrive as though created out 
of nothing. Who causes thesecvents? Slnccjehovah fore· 
tells them some 200 yea rs in advance, the answer is 0b­
vious. 

8 Moreover, Jehovah carries out his word according to 
his own timetable. Fulfilled prophecies prove his God­
ship not only to the Jews in ancient times but also 
to Christians today. I he record of numerous prophe­
cies that were fulfilled in the past_Uthe first things"-is 
an assurance th at the new things promised by Jehovah 
- the coming "great tribulation," the survival of ua great 
crowd" through that tribulation, the "new earth," and 
much more- will come to pass. (Revelation 7:9, 14, IS; 21: 
4, S; 2 Peter 3:13) That assurance motivates righthearted 
ones today to speak about him zealously. They share the 
feelings of the psalmist, who said: "I have told the good 
news of righteousness in the big congregation. Look! My 
lips I do not restrain."- Psalm 40:9. 

Jehovah Exercises Self·Control 

9 The Jews' disbelieving response to Jehovah's prophe­
cies has prevented them from heeding his warnings. That 
is why he goes o n to say to them: "Moreover, you have 
not heard, neither have you known, nor from that time on 
has your ear been opened. For I well know that without 

8. What new things do Chrtstians today hope for, and why dQ they 
have compll.'t\,' confidence In Jehovah's prophetic I"ord? 
9. How has the nation of Israet been a "transgressor from the belly"? 
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foil you kept dealing treacherously, and a ' transgressor 
from the belly you hove been colfed. It (Isaiah 48:8) Ju­
dah's ear has i.x.'('n shut to Jehovah's glad tidings. (Isaiah 
29: 10) The way God's covemmt people hilVl' ilc: too shows 
the nallon to be a "transgressor from the belly." I~rom its 
birth ,lIld for its entire history, the nation of Israel has 
built up a record of rebellion. Transgression ilnd treach­
ery arc inveterate faults of the JX.'Opl<.', not mere occaMon· 
al sl ns.- I'sahn 95: 10; Malachi 2: 11. 

10 Is all hope lost? No. Even though Judah has been 
rebellious and treacherolls, Jehovah is alwitys truc and 
faithfu l. For the honor of his own great name, he wil l 
limit the outpouring of his wrat h. l ie Sa)'5: "For the sake 
of my name I sholl check my anger, and lor my praise 
I sl,oll restrain myself toward you that there may be t lO 

cutting you off." (Isaiah 48:9) What a cont rast! j c.hovil h 's 
1X'opk, both Israel and judah, have ix'Cn unfilithful to 
him. lIutjchovilh will sanctify hi s name, acting In a way 
to bri ng praise and honor to it. For this fCi.LSOn, he will 
not cu t off his chC)S(' Ll p<.'Opk.-joel 2: 13. 14. 

11 Rlghl hea rted ind ividuals among the exiled jews arc 
'Lwakened by God's reprimand and become determined 
\0 heed his teach ings. "0 such onl'S the fo llowi ng (ltxla­
ration is most reassu rIng: "Look! f have refined you, but 
not in the form of silver, I /Jove mode choice of you ill 
tile smelting furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for 
my own sake I sholl oct for /Jaw could one let oneself be 
profaned? Alld to no one else sholl I give my own glory." 
(Isaiah 48:10,11) 111e triabomc ordeals-as In the "fur· 
nace of atlliction"-that j ehova h has allowed to come 

10, wh)' will jcho,'ah resLrain himsel f? 
11. Wh)' will God noL allow his i>eople LO b<.! IILlcrl)' w~l roJlI.'tI ? 



A " fuflwce of affliction" COil reveal 
w/l etl1f!r or flat Ottr motives for ser ving Jeirovah are pllre 

upon his people have le:Heel (lnd rermed th l..' lll, revealing 
whall ~ In tl1l'ir hC<lrls. Somcthl ng sim il ar happe ned tro­
I'llI'l l'S earllcr when Mn~es said to th eir an(l.'stors: "Jeho­
vah your God Illade you walk these forty yCilrs in the wil­
derness, In order to humble you. to put yOll to the t<.':>t50 
as 10 know what was In your he:lrl." (Dl..'lItcronomy 8:2) 
Dcsplll..' their rebel lious altil\lclc, Jehovah d id not destroy 
the nation at th,lI l ime. and he will not uuerly destroy 
the natlon now. TIIlI~ h is nmnc ;lnc! honor will be up­
h\.'kl. If his people were to perish ,,' the hands of the Bab­
ylonians. he would be untrue to his l'OVl'nant and h is 
name wou ld be profam.'d . It wou ld appear that Ihe God 
of Israel is I>owcriess 10 save his pcople.-Ezekiel 20:9. 

12 In modern limes 100, Jehovah's people have needed 

12. ,·tow were Irue Chrlsl l an~ rl' rlll~ (turing the flfSl lI'urld war? 



------

I .. -
True Christians hove 
(aced (he most vicious 
forms of persecution 

refi ning. Hack in tlu.' early d,rys of the 20th century, many 
of the small group of Bible ShLdcnts served God Ollt of 
a sincere desire to ple~e him, but some had wron~ mu­
tives. such as a desire for prominence. I~crore that small 
group could spearhead the wo rldwide preaching of the 
good news prophesied for the time of the cntl. they 
would need to be cleansed. (Matthew 24:14) The prophet 
Malachi prophesied that just such a refming work would 
be actoll1plishcd in connection wit h Jehovah's coming 
to his temple. (Malachi 3:1-4) His words weye fulfilled In 
1918. True Christians had garle th rough a period of fiery 
testIng in the heat o f the fi rst wo rl d war and that tesl­
ing cu lminated in the imprisonment of Joseph E Ruth­
erford. then president of the Watch Tower Soclely, and 
some of its leading officers. Those si ncere Ch ristians ben-
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e li ted from the refilling process. They ca ine ou l o f World 
War I morc determined than ever to serve their grea t God 
in whatever way he indicilted . 

13 Sin<..'C those days, Jehova h's Witntsst,.'S have UIne and 
again faced the most vicious forms of persf.'OJtlon, '111is 
has not made them doubt the word of their Creator. 
Rather, they have taken note of the words of the apostle 
Peter to perseclited Christimls of h is day: "You have been 
grieved by various trials, in order til at the tested quality 
of your faith ... may be found a cause for praise and glo­
ry and honor at the revelation o f Jesus Christ." (1 Peter 1: 
6, 7) Fiery persecution docs not destroy the integri ty of 
true Ouistians. l[lStead, It revea ls the purity of their mo­
tives. It adds to their faith a tcsted quality and shows the 
depth of their devotion and 100'e.-Proverbs 17:3. 

' I Am the Firs t , I Am the Last ' 

14 Now Jehovah warm ly appeals to his covenant people: 
"listen to me, 0 Jacob, and you Israel my called Olle. I 
am the same One, I am lhe first. Moreover. I am the lost 
Moreover, my own hand laid the fOLllldation of the eor th, 
and my own right hand extended out the heavens. I am 
colling to them, that they may keep standing together." 
(Isaiah 48: J2, 13) Unlike man, GocIIs eternal and does 
not change. (Malachi 3:6) In Revelatlon, Jehovah de­
clares: "1 am the Alpha .md the Omega, the li rst and 
the last, the beg inning and tile end." (l~evelation 22:13) 
Before Jehovah there was no almighty God and after h im 
there wlll be none. He Is the Supreme and Eternal One, 

13. How ha\'~ Jehovah's people responded to persecution In the 
years since th~ firSI world war? 
14. (a) In what woly 1$ Jehovah ~Ihc rl r$\ - :U1d ~Ihe laSI ~? (b) Whal 
mighty works did Jehovah accomplish by means of his - hand- ? 
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the Creator. His "hand"-his applied power-establlshed 
the earth and stretched out the starry heavens. Uob 38:4; 
Psalm 102:25) When he calls his crcations, they stand 
ready to serve him.- Psalm 147:4. 

15 A solemn invitation is addressed to both Jews and 
non-Jews: "Be collected together, all you people, and 
hear. Who among them has told these things? Jehovah 
himself has loved him. He will do what ;s his deI/gilt 
upon Babylon, and his own orm will be upon the (ha/de­
ans. I- I myself have spoken. Moreover; I hove ealted him. 
I have brought him in, and there will be a moking of 
his way successful." (Isaiah 48: 14, 15) Jehovah alone Is 
aU-powerful and able to foretell even ts accurately. None 
among "them," the worthless idols, Is able to tell these 
th ings. Jebovah, not the Idols, has "loved him," Cyrus 
- that is, Jehovah has chose n him (or a specifi c purpose. 
(Isaiah 41:2; 44:28; 45: 1, 13; 46:11) He has foreseen Cy­
rus' appearance on the world stage and has singled hi m 
a LI t as the futu re conqueror of Babylon. 

16 In an Inviti ng tone, Jehovah continues: "Come near 
to me, you people. Hear this. From the stort I hove spo­
ken in no place of concealment at all. From the time of Its 
occurring I hove been there. N (IsaIah 48:160) Predictions 
from Jehovah have not been given in secrecy o r made 
known only to a few initiates. Jehovah's prophets were 
forthright speakers on behalf o f God. (Isaiah 61 :1) They 
publicly declared the will of God. For example, events 
connected with Cyrus were not ne\-v to God or unfore­
seen by him. Some 200 years in advance, God openly 
foretold them through [saiah. 

IS. In what Ivay a nd to what end has Jchovah ~ Iowd" Cyrus? 
16, 17. (a) Why can it be said that God has 110 1 given his I' red lctlolls 
In $ecret.y? (b) How has Jehovah publicized his purposes loony? 



131 

17 In the same way today, Jehovah Is not secretive about 
hiS purposes. MIllio ns o f people in hundreds of lands 
and Islands of the sea proclaim from house to house, on 
the streets, and wherever else theyea" the warning of the 
com ing end of this system o f things and the good news 
of blessi ngs to come under God's Kingdom. Truly, Jeho­
vah Is a God who communicates his pu rposes. 

"Pay AttenUon (0 My Commandments!" 

18 Empowered by Jehovah's spidl, the prophet declares: 
"The Sovereign Lord Jehovah himself has sent me, even 
his spirit. This is what Jehovah has wid, your Repurchas­
e" tile Holy One o ( Israel: '1, Jehovah, om your God, the 
One teaching you to benefit yourself. the One causing 
you to 'read in the way In which you should walk: '" (Isa­
fah 48:16b, 17) This loving expression of Jehovah's care 
should reassure the natio n of Is rael that God is going to 
deliver them from Ilabylon. He is their Repurchaser. (Isa­
Iah 54:5) Jehova h's l1eartfelt desIre is that the Israelites 
restore their relotlonshlp with him and pay attention to 
his co mmandments. True worsh ip Is based upon obey­
Ing divine lnslructlons. TIle Israelites are unable to walk 
in Ihe right way unless they are taught 'the way in which 
to walk.' 

19 Jehovah's desIre that hIs people avoid calamity and 
enjoy life Is beautifully expressed: "0 If only you would 
actually pay attention to my commandments/ Then your 
peace would become Just like a river, and your righteous­
ness like rhe waves of the sea." (Isaiah 48:18) What a 
heart felt appeal from the almighty Creator! (Deuteron­
o my 5:29; Psalm 81 :1.3) Instead of going into captivity, 

18. What Is Jehovah's desln.' ro r his people? 
19. What heart relt appeal does Jehovah make? 
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the Ismelites can enjoy peace that will be as bountifu l as 
the water flowing in a river. (PsaJm LL9:16S) Their deed.; 
o f righ teousness can be as innumerable as the waves of 
the Sea. (Amos 5:24) As the on~ really Interested In them, 
Jehovah appeals to the Israelites, lovingly showing them 
the way in which they shou ld walk. Oh, If o nly they will 
listen ! 

ZO What blessings would come i f Israel wou ld rt:1>ent? 
Jehovah says: " Your off'Spriflg woufd become /Uil like the 
sand, and the descendants from your Inward ports like 
Ole grains of it. One's name would not be cut off or be 
annihilated from before me." (Isaiah 48: 19) j c.!itovah re­
minds the people of his promise that Abraham's seed 
would become many, "like the stars o f the hCClvcns and 
like the grains of sand that are on lhe scitShore,H (Gene­
sis 22:17; 32:I2) However, these dcsccnd.lIlts of Abraham 
have been rebellious, and they do nol have the right to 
receive the fulfillment of the pro mise. RC<l lly, their record 
has Ul'<!n so bad that by Jehovah's own Lmv, Ihey deserve 
to have their name as a nallon cut o ff. (Deuteronomy 28: 
45) Still, Jehovah does not desire the annihila tion of his 
people, and he does not want to forsake them utterly. 

21 The principles embodied in this powerfu l passage ap .. 
ply to Jehovah's worshipers today. Jehovah Is the Source 
of life, and he knows better than anyone how we should 
use our lives. (Psalm 36:9) \-Ie has gi ven us gu idelines, not 
to rob us o f en joyment, but to benefit us. True Ch rlsUa ns 

20. (iI) WhDt is God's des ire ror Israel delpllo! t hei r TClJclllousnessl 
(b) What do I'{e learn about Jehovah frum his lk-allngs wll h h is peo­
rle? (Set- oox on page 133.) 
21. Whal blessings tan .... -e c)(pcrlcnce today If \~ iuk JehOVllh '~ In· 
~UUCf lon? 
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Almighty God Restrains Himself 
"I shall check my anger . . . I shall restrain my. 

self," Jehovah laid the apostate Israelites. (Isa­
iah 48:9) Such statements help us see that God 

sets a perfect example in never abusing pow-
er. It is true that no one has greater power than 
God. That is why we refer to him as the all­
powerful One, the omnipotent One. He rightly 
applies the title "Almighty" to himself. (Genesis 
17:1) Not only does he have unlimited strength 
but he has all au thority because of his position 
as the Sovereign lord of the universe, which 
he created . That Is why no one can presume to 
check his hand or .say to him, "What have you 
been doing?"- DanieI4:35. 

God is slow to anger, however, even when 
there is a need to express his power against 
his enemies. (Nahum 1 :3) Jehovah can 'che<:k 
his anger' and is correctly described as being 
"slow to anger'" because love-not anger-Is 
his dominant quality. His anger, when ex­
pressed, Is always righteous, always Justified, 
always controHed.-Exodus 34:6; 1 John 4:8. 

Why does Jehovah act this way? Because he 
balances his almighty power perfectly with his ""'=' 1 
other cardinal attributes-wisdom, justice, and love. 
His use of power is always consistent with these oth-
er quali ties. 
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respond by seeking to be instructed by Jehovah. (Micah 
4:2) His directives protect our spirituality and ou r rela­
tionship with h1m, and they shield us from Satan's COT­

rupting influence. When we appreciate the principles be­
hind God's laws, we see that Jehovah teaches us for our 
good. We realize that "his commandments are not bur­
densome," And we .... '111 not be cut off.- J Joh n 2:17; 5:3. 

'Go Forth Out of Babylon! ' 

22 When Babylon falls, will any Je\vs manifest t he right 
heart condition? Will th ey take advantage of God's deliv­
erance, return to their homeland, and restore pure WOf­

ship? Yes. Jehovah's next words show his confidence that 
this wiJl happen. "Go forth, you people, out of Babylon! 
Run away from the Cha/deans. Tell forth even with the 
sound of a joyful cry, cause this to be heard. Make it to go 
forth to the extremity of the eorth. Say: Jehovah has re­
purchased his servant Jacob. And they did not get thirsty 
when he was making them walk even through devastat­
ed places. Water out of the rock he caused to flow forth 
for them, and he proceeded to split a rock that the water 
might stream forth. '" (Isaiah 48:20, 21) Jehovah's people 
are prophetically urged to depart from Babylon without 
delay. Oeremiah 50:8) Their redemption must be made 
known to the very ends of the earth. Oeremiah 31:10) 
After the Exodus from Egypt, Jehovah provided for the 
needs of his people as they walked through the desert 
lands. Similarly, he will provide for his people as they 
make their way home from Babylon.- Deuteronomy 8: 
15, 16. 

22. What are fait hful Jews urged to do, and what as~unlnces are they 
given? 
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23 There is another vital principle that the jews must 
bear in mind regarding Jehovah's saving deeds. The righ­
teously inclined may suffer because of their sins, but 
they will not be destroyed. It is different, though, for 
the unrighteous. "There is no peace,' Jehovah 110S said, 
'for the wicked ones.''' (Isaiah 48:22) Unrepentant sin­
ners will not receive the peace that God has reserved for 
those who love him. Acts of salvation are not intended 
for the stubbornly wicked or the unbelieving. Such acts 
are only for those who have faith. (Titus 1 :15, 16; Revela­
tion 22:14, 15) Peace from God is not the possession of 
the wicked. 

24 In 537 R.C.E., the opportunity to leave Babylon 
brought great joy to faithful Israelites. In 1919 the release 
of God's people from Babylonish captivity led to rejoic­
ing on their part. (Revelation 11:11, 12) They were filled 
with hope, and they seized the opportunity to expand 
their activity. True, it required courage for that little band 
of Christians to take advantage of the new possibilities 
of preaching in a hostile world. But with jehovah's help, 
they got down to the work of preaching the good news. 
History testifies that Jehovah blessed them. 

25 This part of Isaiah's prophecy stresses that jehovah 
teaches us for our good. It is very important to pay dose 
attention to God's righteous decrees. (Revelation 15:2-4) 
If we remind ourselves of God's wisdom and love, it will 
help us to conform to what jehovah says is right. All his 
commands are for our benefit.- Isaiah 48:17, 18. 

23. Who will not en joy God_given peace? 
24. What brought rejolclng to God's people in modern limes? 
25. Why is II imporlanllo pay close attention to God'~ righteous de­
crees? 
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"A Time of Goodwill" 

Isaiah 49:1-26 

ALL faithful humans have long enjoyed God's approval 
and protection. But Jehovah does not extend his goodwill 
indiscriminately. A person must qualify for such an in­
comparable blessing. Isaiah was one who did. He enjoyed 
God's favor and was used by Jehovah as an instrument to 
make known His will to others. An example of this is re­
corded in the fi rst half of chapter 49 of Isaiah's prophecy. 

2 These words are prophetically addressed to the seed o f 
Abraham. In the initial fulfillment, that seed is the na­
tio n of Israel, which descended from Abraham. However, 
much of the language clearly applies to the long-hoped­
for Seed o f Abraham, the promised Messiah. The inspired 
words also apply to the spiritual brothers of the Messiah, 
who become part of the spiritual seed of Abraham and of 
"the Israel of God." (Galatians 3:7, 16, 29; 6:16) In particu­
lar, this portion of Isaiah's prophecy describes the special 
relationship that exists between Jehovah and his beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ.-Isaiah 49:26. 

Appointed and Protected by Jehovah 
3 The Messiah enjoys God's goodwill, or approval. Jeho­

vah gives him the authority and credentials needed to ful-

I , Z. (a) What blessing did Isaiah enloy? (b) Who are Lnvolved in 
the prophetic words recorded In the fir~t half of Isaiah chaptet 497 
3, 4. (al What support doe~ the Messiah have? (b) To whom Is the 
Messiah speaking? 
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fill his mission. Appropriately, then, the future Messiah 
says: "listen to me, 0 you islands, and pay attention, you 
national groups for away. Jehovah himself has called me 
even from the belly. From ·the inward parts of my mother 
he has made mention of my name. "-Isaiah 49: 1. 

4 Here the Messiah directs his remarks to peoples from 
"far away." Although the Messiah is promised to the Jew­
ish people, his ministry will serve to bless all the na­
tions. (Matthew 25:31-33) The "islands" and the "nation­
al groups," even though not in a covenant with jehovah, 
should heed Israel's Messiah because he is sent to bring 
salvation to all humankind . 

.5 The prophecy says that jehovah will name the Messiah 
before he is born as a human. (Matthew 1:21; Luke 1:31) 
Long before his birth, jesus is named "Wonderful Coun­
selor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace." (Isa­
iah 9:6) Immanuel, likely the name of a son of Isaiah, also 
turns out to be a prophetic name of the Messiah. (Isaiah 7: 
14; Matthew 1 :21-23) Even the given name by which the 
Messiah will come to be known-jesus-is foretold before 
his birth. (Luke 1:30, 31) This name comes from the He­
brew word that means "jehovah Is Salvation." Clearly, Je­
sus is not a self-appointed Christ. 

6 The Messiah's prophetic words continue: "And he pro­
ceeded to make my mouth like a sharp sword. In the shad­
ow of his hand he has hidden me. And he gradualfy made 
me a polished arrow. He concealed me in his own quiver. " 
(Isaiah 49:2) When the time comes for Jehovah's Messi­
ah to begin his earthly ministry in 29 C.E., jesus' words 
and actions do indeed prove to be like sharp, polished 

5. How is the Messiah named even before he Is born as a human? 
6. In what way is the MessIah's mouth like a sharp sword, and how 
Is he hIdden, or concealed? 
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weapons, ahle to penetrate the hearts of his listeners. 
(Luke 4:31, 32) His words and ,1l1ions provoke the wrath 
of Jehovah's great enemy, Satan, and h is <Igell is. From the 
time of Jesus' birth, Satan tries to take His life, bUljes-us I ~ 

like an arrow conceak'd inJchovah's own <Iulver," Ill' a l II 

confidently count on his Father's protection. (Psalm 91: I; 
Luke I :35) At the appointed time, Jesus giv~ hl~ life in tx. ... 
hal f of mankind. But the time will come when he will go 
forth as a mighty heavenly warrio r ilrmed In a dHTerent 
sense, with a sharp sword proceeding out of his mouth. 
This time, the sharp swo rd represcnlS Jesus' a lilho rily to 
pronounce and e,'Cea.l te judgments against Jehovah's enc­
Illles.-Revclation 1:16. 

The Labo rs of God 's Servant Are Not in Vain 

7 Now Jehovah speaks these prophetic words: "YOll are 
my servan~ 0 Israel, you the one in whom I slJall show my 
beauty. If (Isaiah 49:3) jehovah refers to the r' iHlon o f Is­
mel as his servant. (Isaiah 41 :8) Bul j esus Christ is God's 
preemi nent Servant. (Acts 3:13) None of God's creatures 
can reneet j ehovah's "beauty" better than j esus. I-Iencc, 

• ·Satan, no doubl ldenlifylngJesus as Ihe Son of God and Ihe o ne 
who WIiS prophesied 10 bruise him In rhe head (Gc 3:151, IJ ld cwry· 
rh lng he could 10 destroy Jesus. But, when iln no ullclng the concer-­
lion of Jesm to Mary, the angel Gahrlel told her. ' ltoly spirit wtll 
come upon you, and power o f the M~I /Ilgh "'Ill m"el$hlldow you. 
For that reason atso what Is born will be called hoty, l..oc.I's Son: (til 
1:35) Jehovah ~feguardt>d hls Son. The efforts to destroy Jestll when 
an Infant were unsucce:ssful."-/lIri.fllt 011 tlll'SaiptUff'S, Volume 2, 
P'lKc 868, published b)' th ... WarchlO'o>'er Bible and TI'lICI SocIety o( 
New Yoli:, Inc. 

7. To whom art' Jehovah's words al Isaiah 49:.1 apl)lied, lind wit)'? 

The Meuioh is like " 0 po/{shed orrow" in Jellovoh 's quiver 
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while nominally ildd rcssccl to Israel, these words have 
their rcal application to )esus.- john 14:9; Colossians 
1 :15. 

8 Is it not true, though, that Jesus is despised and re­
jected by most of his own people? Yes. By and la rge, t he 
nation of Israel does not accept Jesus as God's anoint­
ed Servant. (John 1: 11) All that Jesus accompl ishes while 
on earth might seem to his contemporaries to be of lit­
tle value, even insign ificant. This apparent fa ilure in his 
ministry is a lluded to next by the Messiah: "It is for noth­
ing that I hove toiled. For unreality and vanity 1 have used 
up my own power." (Isaiah 49:40) These statements are 
not made because the Mess iah is discouraged. Consider 
what he says next: '7ruly my judgment is with Jehovah, 
and my wages with my God, N (Isaiah 49:4b) The Messi­
ah's success is to be judged, not by men, but by God. 

9 Jesus is principally interested in God's approval, or 
goodwill. In the prophecy, the Messiah says: "Now Jeho­
vah, the One forming me from the belly as a servant be­
longing to him, has said for me to bring back Jacob to 
him, in order that to him Israel il:5elf may be gathered. 
And I shalf be glorified in the eyes of Jehovah, and my 
own God will have become my strength. N (Isaiah 49:5) 
The Messiah comes to turn the hearts of the sons of Is­
rael back to their heavenly Father. Most do not respond, 
but some do. However, his real wages are with Jehovah 
God. His success is measured, not in human terms, but 

8. How do the Messiah's own people react to him, but to whom docs 
the Messiah look to judge h is su<.:('ss? 

9, 10. (al What is the Messlah' ~ commission from JdlOvah, and 
what results does he ach ieve? (b) How can Chrlstlans today be en· 
couraged by the experiences of the Messiah? 



The Messiah has 
been "a IIgh! of 
the notions" 

acco rding to jeho­
vah's own standards. 

10 Today, jesus' fol­
lowers may at lilll es 
feel as if they are toil­
ing for nothing. In 
some places, the re­
sults of their ministry 
Illay seem insignif­
icant when compared 
wi th the amount of 
work and effort ex­
pended. StiU, theyen­
dure, encouraged by 
the example of jesus. They are also strengthened by the 
words of the apostle Paul, who wrote: "Consequently, 
my beloved brothers, become steadfast, unmovable, al­
ways havi ng plenty to do in the work of the Lord, know­
ing that your labor is not in vain in connection with the 
Lord."- 1 Corinthians 15:58. 

itA Light of the Nations" 

11 In Isaiah's prophecy, jehovah encourages the Messi­
ah by reminding him that being God's Servant is no 
"trivial matter. " j esus is "to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to bring back even the safeguarded ones of Israel. " 

11, t2. How has the Messiah been Na light of the nations"? 
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Jehovah additionally explains: " I also have given you for 
a fight of the nations, that my salvation may come to be 
to the extremity of the ear th. II ( Isaiah 49:6) How does 
Jesus enlighten peoples lito the extremity of the earth" 
when his earthly ministry is restricted to Israel? 

12 The Bible record shows that God's "light of the na­
tions" was not extinguished 'Nith Jesus' departure from 
the earthly scene. About 15 years after Jesus' death, the 
missionaries Paul and Barnabas quoted the prophecy of 
Isaiah 49:6 and applied it to Jesus' disciples, his spiritual 
brothers. They explained: "Jehovah has laid command­
ment upon us in these words, 'I have appointed you as 
a light of nations, for you to be a salvation to the ex­
tremity of the earth.'" (Acts 13:47) Before his own death, 
Paul saw the good news of salvation made available to 
not only the Jews but "all creation that is under heav~ 

en." (Colossians 1:6, 23) Today, the remaining ones of 
Christ's anointed brothers continue this work. Support~ 
ed by "a great crowd" numbering into the millions, they 
serve as "a light of the nations" in more than 230 lands 
around the world.-Revelation 7:9. 

13 Jehovah has indeed proved to be the strength be· 
hind his Servant the Messiah, the anointed brothers of 
the MeSSiah, and all those of the great crowd who, with 
them, continue the work of preaching the good nev.'S. 
True, Uke Jesus, his disciples have faced disdain and op· 
poSition. Uohn 15:20) But in his due time, Jehovah al· 
ways causes a reversal of circumstances in order to res· 
cue and reward his loyal servants. Regarding the Messiah, 

13, 14. (a) The Messiah and h15 followers have met up with what 
reaction to the preaching work? (b) What reversal of ci rcumstances 
has taken place? 
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who is "despised in soul" and "detested by the nation," Je­
hovah promises: "Kings themselves will see and certainly 
rise up, and princes, and they will bow down, by reason 
of Jehovah, wllo is faithful, tlle Holy One of Israel, who 
chooses you. " - Isaiah 49:7. 

14 tater the apostle Paul wrote to Christians in Philip­
pi about this foretold reversal of circumstances. He de­
scribed Jesus as someone who had been humiliated on a 
torture stake but then was exalted by God. Jehovah gave 
his SelVant "a superior position and kindly gave him the 
name that is above every other name, so that In the name 
of Jesus every knee should bend." (Philippians 2:8-11) 
Christ's faithfu l followers have been warned that they 
too will be persecuted. But Uke the Messiah, they are as­
sured of Jehovah's goodwilL-Matthew 5:10-12; 24:9-13; 
Mark 10:29, 30. 

"The Especially Acceptable Time" 

15 Isaiah's prophecy continues with a statement of great 
significance. Jehovah tells the Messiah: " In a time of 
goodwill I have answered you, and in a day of salva­
tion I have helped you; and I kept safeguarding you that 
I might give you as a covenant for the people." (Isaiah 49: 
80) A similar prophecy is recorded at Psalm 69:13-18. The 
psalmist refers to "a time of goodwill," using the expres­
sion "an acceptable time." These tenns imply that Jeho­
vah's goodwill and protection are extended in a special 
manner but only during a specific and temporary period. 

16 When was that time of goodwill? In the original set­
ting, the words were part of a restoration prophecy and 

IS. What spe<.:laJ ~time" is mentioned In I.aiah's pruphL'(.)', and what 
is implied by this? 
16. What was Jehovah's time of goodwill for ancient israel? 
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foretold the Jews' return from exile . The nation of Israel 
experienced a time of goodwi ll when they were able to 
"rehabilitate the land" and repossess their "desolated he¥ 
reditory possessions. H (Isaiah 49:8b) They were no lon­
ger "prisoners" in Babylon. During their journey home, 
Jehovah made sure that they did not go "hungry" or 
"thirsty, II nor did any "parching heat or sun strike them. H 

Scattered Israelites flocked back to their homeland "from 
far away . .. , from the north and from the west. H (Isa­
iah 49:9-12) Notwithstanding this initial dramatic fulfill­
ment, the Bible shows that there are extended applica­
tions of this prophecy. 

17 First, on the occasion of Jesus' birth, the angels pro­
claimed peace and God's goodwill, or favor, toward men. 
(Luke 2:13,14) This goodwill was offered, not to men in 
general, but only to those who exercised faith In Jesus. 
Later Jesus publicly read the prophecy of Isaiah 61:1, 2 
and applied it to himself as the prodaimer of "Jehovah's 
acceptable year." (Luke 4:17-21) The apostle Paul spoke 
of Christ as receiving Jehovah's special protection dur­
ing the days of his flesh. (Hebrews 5:7-9) So this time 
of goodwill applies to God's favor upon Jesus during his 
lifetime as a human. 

18 However, there is a further application of this proph­
ecy. After quoting the words of Isaiah regarding the time 
of goodwill, Paul went on to say: "Look! Now is the es­
pecially acceptable time. Look! Now is the day of salva· 
tion." (2 Corinthians 6:2) Paul wrote these words 22 years 
after Jesus' death. Evidently, with the birth of the Chris­
tian congregation at Pentecost of 33 C.E., Jehovah ex-

17, 18. What time of goodwill did Jehovah appoint during the first 
century? 
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tended his year of goodwill so as to include Christ's 
anointed followers. 

19 What about Jesus' followers today who are not 
anointed as helrs of God's 'heavenly kingdom? Can those 
with an earthly hope benefit from this acceptable time? 
Yes. The Bible book of Revelation shows that this is a 
time of goodwill o n th e part of Jehovah toward the great 
crowd that will come "out of the great tribulation" to en­
joy life o n a paradise earth. (Revelation 7:13-17) Hence, 
all Christians can take advantage of this limited period 
during which Jehovah offers his goodwill to imperfect 
humans. 

20 The apostle Paul preceded the proclamation of Je­
hovah's acceptable time with a warning. He entreat­
ed Christians "not to accept the undeserved kindness of 
God and miss its purpose." (2 Corinthians 6:1) Accord­
ingly, Christians make use of every opportunity to please 
God and do his will. (Ephesians 5:15, 16) They do well 
to follow Paul's admonition: "Beware, brothers, for fear 
there should ever develop in anyone of you a wicked 
heart lacking faith by drawing away from the living God; 
but keep on exhorting one another each day, as long as 
it may be called 'Today,' for fear anyone of you should 
become hardened by the deceptive power of sin."-He­
brews 3:12, 13. 

21 As the prophetic expressions benveen Jehovah and 
his MessIah come to an end, Isaiah utters a joyful state­
ment: "Give a glad cry. you heavens, and be joyful, you 

19. How can Christians today benefit from Jehovah's time of good­
will? 
20. In what way can Christians avoid missing the purpose of Jeho­
vah's undeserved kindness? 
21. What joyful statement concludes the first part of Isaiah chap­
ter 49? 
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earth. Let the mountains become cheerful with a glad 
outcry. For Jehovah has comforted his people, and he 
shows pity upon his own afflicted Ofl€S.H (Isaiah 49:13) 
What beauti ful words of comfort for the Israelites of old 
and for Jehovah's great Servant, Jeslis Ch rist, as well as 
fo r Jehovah's ano inted servants and their "other sheep" 
companions today!-John 10:16. 

Jehova h Does Not Fo rget His l'leople 

22 Isaiah now continues to reportJehovah's pronOll llce­
ments. He fo retells that the exiled Israelites will tend 
to Ure o ut and lose hope. Isai,ah says: "Zion kept saying: 
'Jehovah has left me, and Jehovah himself has forgotten 
me.'N (Isaiah 49:14) rs th is true? Has Jehovah abandoned 
h is p<.>opie and forgotten them? Acting as Jehovah's 
spokesman, Isa iah continues: "Car! a wife forget her suck­
ling so that she should not pity the son of her belly? Even 
these womer! can forget, yet I myself shall not forget you." 
(Isaiah 49:15) What a loving response from Jehovah! 
God's love for his people is greater than that of a mother 
for her child. He is constantly thinking of his loyal o nes. 
He remembers lhem as if their names were engraved on 
his hands: "Look! Upon my palms I have engraved you. 
Your walls are in front of me constant/y."-Isaiah 49: 16. 

Z3 In his letter to the Galatians, the apostle Paul exJlOrt­
ed Christians: "Let liS not give lip in doing what is fme, 
for in due season we shall reap if we do not tire out." 
(Galatians 6:9) To the Hebrews he wrote the encouraging 
words: "God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work 
and the love you showed for h is name." (Hebrews 6:10) 

22. How does Jehovah cmphasil(> that he will never forget his pea. 
pie? 
23. How did Paul encourage Chrl~tlan~ to trust jellOvah not to for­
get them? 



God's love for his people is greater than 
that of a mother for her child 

Never should we fee l lhatJehovah has forgotte n h is peo­
ple_ Like ancient Zion, Christians have good reason to re­
joice and patiently walt o n Jehovah. He holds fi rm to his 
covena nt terms and prom ises. 

24 Jehovah, th rough Isaia h, offers additio nal comfort. 
Those "tearing [Zion] down, " either the Babylonians or 
the apostate Jews, are no longer a threat. Zio n's "sons," 
ex iled Jews that remain loyal to Jehovah, "have hurried 
up. " They will be "collected together." Having hastened 
back to Jerusalem, the repatriated Jev,.'s will be adorn­
ments to their capital City, just as "0 bride" is clothed 
with "ornaments." (Jsaiah 49:11, 18) Zion's places have 
been "devastated." Imagine her surprise when she 

24. In what way will Zion be restored, and what qUl'stions wi!! she 
ask? 
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suddenly has so many inhabitants that her dwelling 
place seems cramped. (Read Isaiah 49:19, 20.) Natural­
ly, she asks where all these children come from: "You 
will for certain say in your heart, 'Who has become fo­
ther to these for me, since J am a woman bereaved of chil­
dren and sterile, gone into exile and taken prisoner? As for 
these, who has brought them up? Look! f myself had been 
left behind alone. These-where have they been?'" (Isa­
iah 49:21) What a happy situation for previously barren 
Zion! 

25 These words have a modern fulfillment. In the dif­
f'tcult years of the first world war, spiritual Israel experi­
enced a period of desolation and captivity. But she was re­
stored and came to be in a spiritual paradise. (Isaiah 35:1-
10) Uke the once devastated city described by Isaiah, she 
was delighted-as it were-to nnd herself teeming with 
joyful, active worshipers of Jehovah. 

itA Signal for the Peoples" 

26 In a prophetic way, Jehovah now takes Isaiah to the 
time when His people will be released from Babylon. 
Will they receive any divine direction? Jehovah answers: 
"Look! I shalf raise up my hand even to the nations, and 
to the peoples I shaff lift up my signal. And they wiff bring 
your sons in the bosom, and upon the shoulder they will 
carry your own daughters." (Isaiah 49:22) In the original 
fulfillment, Jerusalem, formerly the seat of government 
and the location of Jehovah's temple, becomes j ehovah's 
"signaL" Even prominent and powerful people of other 
nations, such as "kings" and "princesses, N assist the Ism-

25 . In modern times, what restoration did spiritual Israel experi­
ence? 
26. What direction does Jehovah provide for his liberated people? 
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elites in their journey back there. (Isaiah 49:23a) Persian 
kings Cyrus and Artaxerxes Longimanus and their house­
holds prove to be among these helpers. (Ezra 5:13; 7:11-
26) And Isaiah's words have a further application. 

27 Isaiah 11:10 speaks of "a signal for the peoples." The 
apostle Paul applied these words to Christ jesus. (Romans 
15:8-12) Hence, in the greater fulfillment, Jesus and his 
spirit-anointed corulers are jehovah's "signal" to which 
the peoples flock. (Revelation 14:1) In due time all the 
peoples of the earth-even today's ruling dasses-will 
have to bow to the Messiah's rulership. (Psalm 2:10, 11; 
Daniel 2:44) The result? Jehovah says: "You will have to 
know that I am Jehovah, of whom those hoping in me will 
not be ashamed. "-Isaiah 49:23b. 

"Now Our Salvation Is Nearer" 

Z8 Some of those in exile in Babylon may wonder, ' Is it 
really possible that Israel will be released?' jehovah takes 
that question in to account by asking: "Can those already 
taken be taken from a mighty man himself, or can the 
body of captives of the tyrant make their escape?" (Isaiah 
49:24) The reply is yes. Jehovah assures them: "Even the 
body of captives of the mighty man wiff be taken 
away, and those already taken by the tyrant himself will 
make their escape." (Isaiah 49:250) What comforting as­
surance! Moreover, jehovah's goodwill toward his peo­
ple comes with a fum commitment to protect them. In 
no uncertain terms, he says: "Against anyone contending 

27. (a) [n the greater fulfillment, to what ·signal~ wm the peoples 
flock? (b) What wUl result when all nations are fo rced to bow to the 
Messiah's ruiership7 
28. (a) With what words does Jehovah once agaIn assure his people 
that they wi!! b1: released? (b) \ .... hat commitment does Jehovah stlil 
have with regard to his peopie? 
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against you I myself shall contend, and your own sons 
I myself shoji save." (Isaiah 49:2Sb) ThaI commitment 
stili stands. As recorded at Zechariah 2:8, Jehovah says to 
his people: "He that is to uch ing you is touching my eye­
ball ." True, we now enjoy a period of goodwill durlng 
which peoples throughout the earth have opporttlilily to 
flock to spiritual Zion. However. that period of goodwill 
will come to an end. 

29 What will happen to those who stubbornly refuse to 
obey Jehovah and who even persecu te his worshipers? 
He says: "/ will make those maltreaUng you eat their own 
flesh; and as with the sweet wine they will become drunk 
with their own blood." (Isaiah 49:260) A grim prospect! 
Such stubborn opponents have no long-term future. 
They will be destroyed. Thus. both by saving h is people 
and by destroying their enemies, jehovah wil l be seen as 
a Savior. "All flesh will have to know that I, Jehovah, am 
your Savior and your RepurcllOser, the Powerful One of Ja­
cob." - Isaiah 49:26b. 

30 Those words first applied when j ehovah used Cyrus 
to free His people fro m Babylonian bondage. They ap­
plied equally in 1919 when Jehovah used his enthroned 
Son, jesus Christ, to release His people from spiritu­
al enslavement Hence, the Bible speaks of both jeho­
vah and Jesus as saviors. (TItus 2: 11-13; 3:4-6) jeho­
vah is our Savior, and j esus, the Messiah. Is his "Chief 
Agent." (Acts 5:31) Indeed, God's saving acts through je­
sus Christ are wonderful. By means o f the good news, 
Jehovah frees righthearted o nes from bondage to false re­
ligion. Through the ransom sacrifIce, he delivers them 

29. What grim prospect aw~lts thos~ whO refuS<' 10 obey J~hovah1 
30. What saving acts has Jehovah pcrform(-d In behalf of his people, 
and what will he yet do? 
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from bondage to sin and death. In 1919 he delivered 
Jesus' brothers from spirit ual bondage. And in the fast­
apprO<lching war of Armageddon, he will deliver a great 
crowd o f faithful humans from the destruction th .. t will 
come upon sinners. 

31 What a privilege, then, to be recipients of God's 
goodwill! Maya ll o f us usc this acceptable time wise­
ly. And may we act in harmony with the urgency of our 
times, paying heed to Paul 's words to the Romans: "You 
people know th e season, that It Is already the hour for 
you to awake fro m sleep, for now o ur salvation is nearer 
than at the time when we became believers. The night is 
well along; the day has drawn ncar. l et us therefore put 
off the works belonging to darkness and le t us put on the 
weapons of the IIghl. As In the daytime let us walk de­
cently, not In revelries and drunken bouts, not in illicit 
intercourse and loose conduct, not in strife and iealousy. 
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not be planning 
ahead for the desires of the nesh,"-Hornar1S 13: 11 -14. 

32 Jehovah will continue to favo r those who heed his 
counsel. He wj]] provide them wi th the strength and abil­
ities needed to carry out the preaching of the good Ile-.'Vs. 
(2 Corinthians 4:7) Jehovah will use his servants as he 
uses their Leader. Jesus. He will make their mouth "like 
a sharp sword" so that they wi ll reach the hearts of the 
meek with the message of the good ncws. (Matthew 28: 
19, 20) He will protect his people "in the shadow of his 
hand." Uke "a polished arrow," they will be concealed 
/l in his own quiver." Indeed, Jehovah will not forsake his 
people! - Psalm 94:14; Isa iah 49:2, 15. 

3 ]. How should ChrIstIans (ract to beIng recIpients of God's good· 
will? 
32. What assurances do God's poople have? 



CHAPTER ELEVEN 

"Do Not Put 
Your Trust in Nobles" 

Isa iah 50:1·" 

"DO NOT put your trust In nobles, nor in the son of earth· 
ling man, to whom no salvation belongs .... Happy is the 
one who has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope 
is in Jehovah his God, the Maker of heaven and earth." 
(Psalm 146:3·6) If only the Jews living in Isaiah's day 
would do as the psalmist counseled! If only they would 
place their confidence, not in Egypt or in any other pagan 
nation, but in "the God of Jacobn

] Then, when Judah's 
enemies come up against her, Jehovah would act to pro-­
teet her. However, Judah has refused to turn to Jehovah 
for help. As a result, Jehovah will allow Jerusalem to be de­
stroyed and the inhabitants of Judah to be taken into cap­
tivity in Babylon. 

2 Judah has no one to blame but herself. She cannot 
rightfully claim that her destruction comes about because 
Jehovah has dealt treacherously with her or has neglected 
his covenant with the nation. The Creator is no covenant 
breaker. Oeremiah 31:32; Daniel 9:27; Revelation 15:4) 
Underscoring this fact, Jehovah asks the Jews: "Where, 
then, ;s the divorce certificate of the mother of you people, 
whom I sent away?" (Isaiah so: 7 a) Under the Mosaic Law, 
a man who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of 

1, 2. (a) What Inspired CQunsel do the Jews fail to heed, and with 
what result? (b) Why docs Jehovah ask: 'Where Is the divorce certif­
tcate?' 
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divorce. She is then free to become another man's. (Deu­
teronomy 24:1,2) In a figurative sense,jehovah has issued 
such a certificate to judah's sister kingdom, Israel, but he 
has not done so tojudah" He is still her "husbandly own­
er." (Jeremiah 3:8, 14) Judah is certainly not free to con­
sort with pagan nations. Jehovah's relationship with her 
will continue "until Shlloh [the Messiah] comes."-Gene­
sis 49:10. 

3 Jehovah also asksjudah: "Which one of my creditors is it 
to whom I have sold you people?" (Isaiah 50:1b) The Jews 
will not be sent into Babylonian captivity to cover some 
supposed debt that Jehovah has incurred. j ehovah is not 
like a poor Israelite who must sell his children to a creditor 
in order to settle accounts. (Exodus 21:7) Rather, jehovah 
points to the real reason that his people will be enslaved: 
"Look! Because of your own errors you have been sold, and 
because of your own transgressions your mother has been 
sent away." (Isaiah 50: 1 c) It is the jews who have forsak­
en jehovah; he has not forsaken them. 

4 jehovah's next question clearly highlights his love for 
his people: " Why is it that. when I came in, there was no 
one? When I called, there was nobody answering?" (Isa­
iah 50:20) Through his servants the prophets, jehovah 
has come in, as it were, to his people's home to plead with 
them to return to him with all their hearts. But the answer 
is silence. The jews prefer to look to earthling man for sup­
port, at times even turning to Egypt.-Isaiah 30:2; 31:1-3; 
Jeremiah 37:5-7. 

-In the first three verses of [salah chapter 50, Jehovah describes the 
nation of Judah as a whole as hIs wife and its individual InhabItants 
as her children. 

3. For what reason does Jehovah 'sell' hIs p!!ople? 
4, 5. How does Jehovah show his love fOr his people, but how does 
Judah respond? 
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5 Is Egypt a more reliable savior than Jehovah? Those un­
faithful Jews have apparently forgotten the events that led 
up to the birth of their nation centu ries earlier. Jehovah 
asks them: " Has my hand become in fact so short that it 
cannot redeem, oris there in me no power to deliver? Look! 
With my rebuke I dry up the sea; I make rivers a wildemess. 
Their fish stink due to there being no water, and they die 
because of thirst. I cfothe the heavens with obscurity, and I 
make sackcloth itself their covering, "-Isaiah SO:2b, 3, 

6 In 1513 S.C.E., Egypt was the oppressor- not the hoped­
for deliverer- of God's people. The Israeli tes were slaves 
in that pagan land. But Jehovah delivered them, and what 
a Lluilling deliverance that was! First he brought Ten 
Plagues upon the land, Following the partiOilarly devas­
tatingtenth plague, Egypt's Pharaoh urged the Israelites to 
leave the country. (Exodus 7:14- 12:31) However, soon ,If· 
ter they did so, Pharaoh had a change of heart. He mus­
tered his troops and set out to fo rce the Israelites to return 
to Egypt. (Exodus 14:5-9) With a host of E&'Yptian sold iers 
behind them and the Red Sea ahead of tbem, the Israel ites 
were trapped! But Jehov,m was there to fig h t fo r them, 

7 Jehovah stopped the Egyptians in their tracks by posi­
tioning a pillar of cloud between them and the Israelites. 
On the Egyptians' side of the cloud-mass, there was ob­
scurity; on the Israelites' side, there was light. (Exodus 14: 
20) Then, with the Egyptian ;mllies held at bay, Jehovah 
"began making the sea go back by a strong east wind all 
nigh t long and converting the sea basin into dry ground." 
(Exodus 14:21) Once the waters were parted, all the people 
-men, women, and children-were able to cross the 

6, 7. How did jehov,!ll show his ~aving power in the face o f the 
Fogypti"ll threat? 

The Jews look to humall rulers rather than to Jehovah 
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I~ed Sea to safety. When his people were well on thei r way 
to the opposite shore, Jehovah lifted the cloud. In hOI pur­
suit, the Egyptiaru dashed headlong Into the seaix'<!. 
When his people were safely on Ihe shore, Jehovah re­
leased the waters, drowning Pharaoh and his armies. Th us 
Jehovah fought for his people. W h ill an encouragement 
that is for Christians todayl-E;\:odus 14:23-28. 

8 By IS:lI .. h'$ time, seven hu ndred years have passed since 
thai divine v ictory. Judah is now <I nal ion In her own right. 
At times, she enters into diplomatic negotiations wi th for­
eign governments, such as Assyria ,Inel Egypt. Uut the lead­
ers of these pagan nations ca nnot be trusted. They will a1-

8. For IgllOring what ",'amlngs do the InhabJtanu of Judah rlnally 
go InlO txlld 
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ways put self-interest ahead of any covenants they make 
with Judah. Speaking In the name of Jehovah, the proph­
ets warn the people not to put their trust in such men, 
but the prophets' words fait on eleilf eilrs. Finillly, the jews 
will be e .... ned to lJilhylon to spend 70 years in servitude. 
Ueremiah 25: I I) HOwt'VCT, JCitOVilh will not forget his peo­
pic, nor will he cast them off lndcfll1ltely. At the appoi nt­
ed time, he wlll remember them, and he will open the way 
for their return to their homeland to restore pure worship. 
To what en d? To prepare for the coming of Shil oh, the one 
to whom the obed ience of all the people will belong! 

Sh iloh Com es 

9 C..enturies pass. "The full limit of the time" arrives, and 
the one called Shiloh, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, appears 
o n the earthly scene. 
(Galatians 4:4; Hebrews I: 
I, 2) The fact that Jeho­
vil h has designated h is 
closest compan io n as his 
Sp OkCSlllilll to the j ews 
shows how much Jehovah 
loves h is people. What 
kind o f spokesman does 

9. Who Is Shiloh, and what 
kind of l each~ r b he? 

At tile Red Sea, 
le/lovall protected "is 

people by putting a pillar 
of cloud between them 

and the Egyptians 
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Jesus turn out to be? One of the highest order! Jesus is 
more than a spokesman, he is a teacher-a Master Teach­
er. That is not surprising, for he has a malVclous Instruc­
tor-Jehovah God himself. Uohn 5:30; 6:45; 7:15, 16, 46; 
8:26) This is confirmed by what Jesus prophetically says 
through Isaiah: "The Sovereign Lord Jehovah himself has 
given me the tongue of the taught ones, that I may know 
how to answer the tired one with a word. He awakens 
morning by morning; he awakens my ear to hear like the 
taught ones." - Isaiah 50:4." 

10 Before coming to earth, Jesus worked at his Father's 
side in heaven. The warm relationship betvveen Father and 
Son is poetically described at Proverbs 8:30; "I came to be 
beside [Jehovah] as a master worker, ... being glad be­
fo re him all th e time." listening to his Father brought Je­
sus great joy. He shared h is Father's love for "the sons of 
men." (Proverbs 8:31) When he comes to earth, Jesus an· 
WIers "th e tired one with a word.n He begins his ministry 
by reading a comforting passage from Isaiah's prophecy: 
"Jehovah's spirit is upon me, because he anointed me to 
declare good news to the poor, . .. to sen d the crushed 
ones away with a release." (Luke 4:18; Isaiah 61:1) Good 
news for the poor! Refreshment for the weary! What joy 
that announcement sh ould bring to the people! Some do 
rejoice-but not all. In the end, many refuse to accept Je­
sus' credentials as one taught by Jehovah. 

II However, some want to hear more. They respond glad-

• Prom verse 4 to the end of the chapter, the writer appe3rs to $pe3k 
about himsel f. Isaiah may have experienced some of the trials that 
he mentions in these \ll![ses. However, in the fullest sense, the proph_ 
ecy Is fulfilled In jesus Christ. 

10. How does jesus reflect jehovah's IO\ll! for His people, and what 
response does Jesus receive? 
11. Who get under the yoke with Jesus, and what do they experi­
ence? 
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Iy to Jesus' heartwarming invitation: "Come to me, all 
you who are toiling and loaded down, and I will refresh 
you. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you wlll find 
refreshment for your souls." (Matthew 11:28, 29) Among 
those who draw near to jesus are the men who become 
his apostles. They know that to get under the yoke withje­
sus means hard vrork for them. This work involves, among 
other things, preaching the good news of the Kingdom to 
the ends of the earth. (Matthew 24:14) As the apostles and 
other disciples get involved in th is work, they find that it 
does indeed bring refreshment to their souls. The same 
work is being carried out by faithful Christians today, and 
sharing in it brings them similar joys. 

He Is Not Rebellious 

12 jesus never Loses sight of his purpose in coming to 
earth-to do God's will. His view of matters is foretold: 
"The Sovereign l.ord Jehovah himself has opened my ear, 
and I, for my part was not rebellious. I did not turn in 
the opposite direction. n (Isaiah 50:5) jesus is always obedi­
ent to God. Indeed, he goes so fa r as to say: "The Son 
cannot do a single thing of his own initiative, but only 
what he beholds the Father doing." Oohn 5: 19) In his pre· 
human existence, j esus likely worked alongside his Father 
for millions, even billions, of years. After coming to earth, 
he continues to follow jehovah's instructions. How much 
more should \"-e, Christ's imperfect followers, take care to 
do as jehovah directs! 

13 Some of those who reject jehovah's only-begotten Son 

12. In what ways does Jesus show his obedience to his heavenly Fa· 
ther? 
13. What lies ahead for Jesus, yet how does he show himself cou ra· 
geous? 
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persecute him, and this too Is fo retold: NMy bock I gave 
to the strikers, and my cheeks to those plucking off the 
hair. My face I did not conceal from humifiating thIngs and 
spit. N (Isaiah 50:6) According to the prophecy, the Mes­
siah will suffe r pain and hum iliation at the hands of op­
posers. Jesus knows this. And he knO\vs hO\y far this perse­
cution will go. Yet, as his ti me on earth draws to a close, 
he shows no fear. With Oi ntllke determi nation he sets out 
for Jerusalem, where his human life will come to an end. 
On the way there, Jesus tells his disciples: "Here we arc, ad­
vancing up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man will be de­
livered to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will 
condemn him to death and wiU deliver him to men of the 
nations, and they will make fun of him and will spit upon 
him and scourge him and kill h im, but three days later he 
will rise." (Mark 10:33, 34) All this wicked mist reatment 
will be at the instigation of men who should know better 
- the chief priests and the scribes. 

14 On the night of Nisan 14, 33 C.E., Jesus Is In the gar­
den of Gethsemane with some of his followers. He Is pray­
Ing. Suddenly, a mob appears and takes h im Into custody. 
But he is not afraid . He knows that Jehovah is with hIm. 
Jesus assures his terrified apostles that if he wanted to, he 
could appeal to his Father to send mOTe than t\ ... elve le­
gions of angels to rescue him, but he adds: " (n that case. 
how would the Scriptures be fulfilled?,,-Matthew 26:36, 
47, 53,54. 

15 Everything foretold concerning the trials and the 
death of the Messiah comes to pass. After a rigged trial be­
fo re the Sanhedrin, Jesus is examined by Pontius Pilate, 
who has him whipped. Roman soldiers "hit h im on the 
head with a reed and spit upon him ." Thus [salah's words 

14, IS. How a.re Isa iah's .... "Ords thaI Jesus would be struck and hu· 
mlllated rulfilled? 
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are fulfilled . (Mark 14:65; 15: 19; Matthew 26:67, 68) Al­
though the Bible does not state that some o f the hair ofJe­
sus' bearel Is literally pulled out-a gestu re of extreme con­
tempt-this no doubt occurs, just as Isaiah foretold.­
-Nehemiah 13:25. 

III When Jesus stands befo re Pilate, he does not beg for 
his life to be spared but maintains quiet dign ity, know­
Ing that he must die in o rder fo r the Scriptures to be ful­
ftll ed. When the Ro man governo r points out that he has 
the power to condemn Jesus to death or to release him, Je­
sus fearlessly replies: "You would have no autho rity at all 
against me u nless It had been granted to you from above." 
Oohn 19: 11 ) Pilate's soldiers subject Jesus to Inh uman 
treatment, but they fall to shame him. Why should he feel 
ashamed? Hc is not being justly pu nished for some trans­
gressio n. Rather, he is being persecuted for righteousness' 
sake. In this respect, isaiah's further prophetic words are 
ful ft lled: '711e Sovereign Lord Jehovah hfrnselfwilf help me. 
Thot is why I sl1al1 not have to feel humiliated. That is why 
I have set my face like a flint. and I know that I shaff not be 
ashamed. H - Isolall SO: 7. 

17 Jesus' courage Is rooted In his complete con fidence in 
Jehovah. HIs co mportment shows him to be in full har­
mony wIth the words o f IsaIah: "The One declaring me 
righteous is near. Wllo COil contend with me? Let us 
stolid up together. Who is my judicial antagonist? Let him 
approach me. Look! The Sovereign Lord Jehovah himself 
wffl heJp me. Who is there that can pronounce me wicked? 

• In terestingly, In thl: Sl'l lflll{tillf, 1salilh 50:6 reads: " I ga\~ my back 
to scourgC5, and my cheeks to blows.-

16, In the fllcc o f Immense pressure, what Is Jesus· demeanor, and 
11'11)' does he nal feet IIJhllmed? 
17. In what W3)'3 has Jehovah stood beside Jesus all through his min­
imy? 
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l.ook! Ail of them, like a garment will wear out. A mere 
moth will eat them Up." (Isaiah 50:8, 9) On the day of 
Jesus' baptism, Jehovah declares him righteous as a spiri­
tual son o f God. In fad, God's own voice is heard on that 
occasion, saying: "This is my Son, the beloved, who m I 
have approved." (Matthew 3: 17) Near the end o f his earth­
ly life, as Jesus kneels in prayer in the garden of Gethsema­
ne, 'an angel ho m heaven appears to him and strengthens 
him.' (Luke 22:41-43) So Jesus knows thai h is Father ap­
proves of his life course. This perfect Son of God has COIll­
mitted no si n. (1 Peter 2:22) His enemies fa lsely accuse 
h im o f being a Sabbath breaker, a drunk.lI'd, and a demon­
Ized person, but Jesus is not dishonored by thei r lies. God 
is with h im, so who can be agains t h im?- Lukc 7:34; Joh n 
5:18; 7:20; Romans 8:3 1; Hebrews 12:3. 

18 Jesus warns his d isdplcs: "If they have persecuted me, 
they wiJ( persecute you also." Uo h n 15:20) Events soon 
prove this true. At Pentecost 33 C.E., holy spi rit comes 
upon Jesus' faithfu l disclplcs, and the Ch rlstlan c:..'Ongre­
gallon is born. Almost immediately religiOUS leaders try 
to suppress the preaching work of these faithful men 
and women who are now associated with Jesus as part o f 
"Abraham 's seed" and adopted as spiri tual sons of God. 
(Ga latians 3:26, 29; 4:5, 6) From the fi rst century until 
now, anointed Christians, while taking a fir m stand fo r 
righteousness, have had to con tend with lyi ng propagan­
da and bitter persecution from Jesus' enemies. 

19 Still, they remember Jesus' cncoumging words: "1'lap­
py are you when people reproach YO LI and persecute you 
.md lyingly say every sort of wicked thing agai nst you fo r 
my sake. Reioice and leap for loY, since your reward is great 
in the heavens." (Matthew 5: 11 , 12) Hence, even under 

18, 19. What expl:'rlenQ!$ slmllar 10 those of Jesus ha~ anoi nted 
Christians had? 
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the most bitter of alt'acks, anointed Ch ristians ho ld their 
heads high. Whatever their opponenL'i migh t say, they 
know that they have been declared rightcous by God . In 
his sight they are "unblemished and open 1'0 no accusa­
tio n."-Coloss ians 1:21,22. 

20 In modern liml's anointed Christians aTe supported by 
"a great crowd" of "other shl..>Cp." These too take iI stand 
for righteoLlsness. Consequently, they have suffered along 
with their anointed brothers and have "washed their 
robes and lTIilde them white In the blood of the Lamb." Je­
hovah has decla red them rlghtcous with II view to surviv­
a l o f "the great tribu latio n." (Revelation 7:9, 14, IS; Joh n 
10:16; James 2:23) Even If thei r opponents seem strong 
right now, Isaiah 's prophecy says that In God's due tim e, 
those oppo nents will prow 10 be like iI moth·eaten gar­
ment, fit o nly to be dlsciHded. Meanwhile, both ano inted 
Christians and "other sheep" keep strong through regular 
prayer, stuciy o f God's Word, and il ttcndancc CIt meetings 
fo r worship. Thus they nre ta ught by jehova h and learn to 
speak with the tongue of the taugh t ones. 

Trust in the Name of J eh ova h 

21 Now note a striking con trast: "'Who among you peo­
ple is in fear of Jehovah, listening to the voice of his ser­
vant. who has walked In continual darkness and for 
whom there has been no brightness? Let him trust in the 
name of Jehovah and support himself upon his God. " (Isa­
iah 50:10) Those w ho listen 1"0 the VOice of God's Ser­
vant, Jesus Christ, walk In the light . Uo hn 3:21) Not only 

20. (al Who support anointed ChrIMIlII)s. uml whut IWlle Ihey expe­
rienced? (b) How do ~nolnlcd Christians unl! ~oll1 er sheep· cOTlle to 
haw the tongue of Ihe tilllijht ones? 
21. (a) Who are those who w:.tk In the light, and whilt outcome Is 
there for them? (h) What hapllCllli to those who willk in l!arkness? 
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do they lise the divine name, Jehovah, but they also put 
their trllst in the one who bears that name. Even jf at 
o~e time they walked in darkness, now they do not fear 
men. They support themselves on God. However, those 
who persist in walking in darkness are gripped by the fear 
of man. Such is the case with Pontius Pilate. Although 
he knows that Jesus is innocent of the fa lse charges that 
have been brought against him, fear prevents that Roman 
affidal from releasing Jesus. Roman sold iers kill the Son 
of God, butjehovah resurrects h im and crowns him with 
glory and honor. What of Pilate? According to the Jewish 
historian Flavius Josephus, a mere fou r years after Jesus' 
death, Pi late was replaced as Roman governor and ordered 
to return to Rome to answer charges of serious wrongdo­
ing. What of the Jews who brought about Jesus' death? 
Less than four decades later, the armies of Rome destroyed 
Jerusalem and caused her inhabitants to be slain or taken 
into slavery. There is no bright light fo r those who prefer 
the darkness!-John 3:19. 

22 To look to men for salvation is the height of folly. Isa­
iah's prophecy explains why: " Look! All you who are ignit­
ing a fire, making sparks light up, walk in the light of your 
f ire, and amid the sparks that you have set ablaze. From 
my hand you will certainly come to have this: In sheer pain 
you will lie down.N ( /soial1 50: 11 ) Human leaders come 
and go. A charismatic individual may capture the imagi­
nation of the people for a while. Hut even the most sin­
cere human is limited In what he can accomplish. Instead 
of lighting a roaring fire , as his supporters expect, he may 
succeed only in igniting a few "sparks," which give off 
a small measure of light and heat but soon die out. On 
the other hand, those who put their trust in Shiloh, God's 
promised Messiah, will never be disappointed. 

22. Why is it the height of folly to look to men for salvation? 



CHAPTER TWELVE 

Comfort for God's People 

Isaiah 51:1 ·23 

SEVENTY years-a normal human life span- that is how 
long the nation of Judah will be captive in Babylon. 
(Psalm 90:10; Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10) Most Israelites tak­
en captive will grow old and die in Babylon. Think how 
humiliated they will be by the taunts and jeers of their 
enemies. Think, too, of the reproach that will be heaped 
upon their God, Jehovah, when the city on which he 
placed his name lies desolate for so long. (Nehemiah 1 :9; 
Psalm 132:13; 137:1-3) The beloved temple, which was 
filled with God's glory when it was dedicated by Solo­
moo, will be no more. (2 Chronicles 7:1-3) What bleak 
prospects! But jehovah, through Isaiah, prophesies a res. 
totation. (Isaiah 43:14; 44:26-28) In chapter 51 of the 
book of Isaiah, we find further prophecies on this theme 
of comfort and reassurance. 

2 To those in Judah who incline their hearts toward 
him, jehovah says: "Usten to me, you people who are 
pursuing after righteousness, you who are seeking to 
find Jehovah." (Isaiah 51:10) "Pursuing after righteous­
ness" implies action. Those 'pursuing righteousness' will 

1. What bleak prospects lie ahead for Jerusalem and her InhabItants, 
yet what hope is there? 
2. (a) To whom does Jehovah, through J.<;aiah, address his message 
of comfort? (b) How do faIthful Jews 'pursue after righteollsness'? 
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not merely claim to be God's people. They will zealollsly 
strive La be righteous and to live in harmony with God's 
will. (psalm 34:15; Proverbs 21:21) They will look to Je­
hovah as the only Source of righteousness, and they will 
'seek to nnd Jehovah.' (Psalm 11:7; 145:17) It is not that 
they will not already know who Jehovah is or how lo ap­
proach him in prayer. Rather, they w ill endeavor to draw 
closer to him, worshiping him, praying to him, and seek­
ing his direction in all they do . 

3 However, those who truly pursue righteousness are 
comparatively few in Judah, and this may cause them to 
be fainthearted and despondent. So using the illustration 
o f a quarry, Jehovah encourages them: "Look to the rock 
from which you were hewn out, and to the hollow of the 
pit from which you were dug out. Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah who gradually brought you forth 
with childbirth pains. For he was one when I called him, 
and I proceeded to bless him and to make him many." 
(Isaiah SUb, 2) "The rock" from which the Jews were 
hewn is Abraham, a historical figme in whom the nation 
of Israel takes much pride. (Matthew 3:9; John 8:33, 39) 
He is the progenitor, the human source, of the nation. 
liThe hollow of the pit" is Sarah, from whose womb came 
Israel's ancestor Isaac. 

"Abrah.1ffi and Sarah were beyond their procreative 
years and were childless . Yet, Jehovah promised to bless 
Abraham and "to make him many." (Genesis 17:1-6, lS-
17) By divine restoration of their procreative powers, 
Abraham and Sarah brought forth il child in their old 

3. 4. (a) Who Is "the rock" from which thl' jews were hewn, and 
who Is "the hollow of thl' pit" £rom which they were du& out? 
(b) Why will remembering their roots bring t'Omfort to the jews'! 
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age, and from him God's covenant nation sprang. Thus 
Jehovah made that one man fat her of a great nation 
whose number turned out to be as uncountable as the 
stars in the heavens. (Genesis 15:5; Acts 7:5) U Jehovah 
could thus take Abraham from a distant land and form 
him into 11 mighty nation, he can ce rtainly carry oul his 
promIse to free a faithful remnant from bondage in Bab­
ylon, restore them to thei r homeland, and om .. ""t! again 
form them into a great nation. God's promise to Abra­
ham was fulfilled; his promise to those captive Jews will 
al'iO be carried out 

SThe symbolic quarrying of 1s.1iah 51:1, 2 likely has 
a further application .. Deuteronomy 32:18 calls Jehovah 

s. (a) Whom do Abraham and Sarah picture? Explai n. (b) In the 
final fulfillment. who trace their origin to - the rock"? 

Jehovah, the Greater Abraham, 
is "the rock" from which his 

people were "hewn out" 
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"the Rock" who fathered Israel and "the One bringing 
[Israel] forth with childbirth pains." In the latter expres­
sion, the same Hebrew verb is used as that which appears 
at Isaiah 51:2 with regard to Sarah giving birth to Israel. 
Hence, Abraham stands as a prophetic type of Jehovah, 
the Greater Abraham. Abraham's wife, Sarah, well pic­
hues Jehovah's universal heavenly organization of spir­
it creatures, represented in the Holy Scriphlres as God's 
wife, or woman. (Genesis 3:15; Revelation 12:1, 5) In the 
final fulfillment of these words of Lsaiah's prophety, the 
nation that springs from lithe rock" is "the Israel of God," 
the congregation of spirit-anointed Christians, which 
was born at Pentecost 33 C.E. As discussed in previous 
chapters of this book, that nation underwent Babylon­
ish captivity in 1918 but was restored in 1919 to a state of 
spiritual prosperity.-Galatians 3:26-29; 4:28; 6: 16. 

6 Jehovah's comfort for Zion, or Jerusalem, includes 
more than just a promise to produce a populous nation. 
We read: "Jehovah will certainly comfort Zion. He wifl 
for certain comfort all her devastated places, and he wiIJ 
make her wilderness like Eden and her desert plain like 
the garden of Jehovah. Exultation and rejoicing them­
selves wiff be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice 
of melody.n (Isaiah 57:3) During the 70 years of deso­
lation, the land of Judah will revert to a wilderness, 
overrun with thornbushes, brambles, and other wild veg­
etation. (Isaiah 64:10; Jeremiah 4:26; 9:10-12) So in addi­
tion to the resettling of Judah, the restoration will have 
to include the restoring of the land, which will be con­
verted into an Edenic garden with well-watered produc-

6. (a) What lies ahead for the land of Judah, and what restoration 
wlU be called for? (b) Isaiah 51:3 reminds us of what modern-day res­
toration? 



Comfort for God's People 169 

five fields and fruitful orchards. The ground will appear 
to rejoice. Compared with its desolate condition during 
the exile, the land will be paradisaic. The anointed rem­
nant of the Israel of GOd entered just such a paradise in a 
spiritual sense in 1919.- lsaiah 11:6-9; 35:1-7. 

Reasons for Confjdence in Jehovah 

7 Calling (or renewed attentiveness, Jehovah says: "Pay 
attention to me, 0 my people; and you national group of 
mine, to me give ear. For from me a law itself will go forth, 
and my judicial decision I shall cause to repose even as a 
light to the peoples. My righteousness is near. My salvation 
will certainly go forth, and my own arms wifl judge even 
the peoples. In me the islands themselves will hope, and 
for my arm they will wait. "-Isaiah 51 :4,5. 

II Jehovah's caU to give ear to him means more than 
just hearing his message. It means paying attention with 
a view to acting on what is heard. (Psalm 49:1; 78:1 ) The 
nation must appreciate that Jehovah is the Source of in­
struction, justice, and salvation. He alone is the Source of 
spiritual enlightenment. (2 Corinth ians 4:6) He is the ul­
timate Judge of mankind. The laws and judical dedsions 
that emanate from Jehovah are a light to those who allow 
themselves to be guided by them.- Psalm 43:3; 119:105; 
Proverbs 6:23. 

9 All of this is to be true with regard not only to God's 
covenant people but also to rightly disposed people every· 
where, even on the most distant isles of the sea. Their 
confidence in God and in his ability to act in behalf of 

7, 8. (a) What does Jehovah's call to give ear to hIm mean? (b) Why 
is It Important that Judah pay heed to Jehovah? 
9. BesIdes God'~ covenant people, who will benefit from Jehovah's 
saving acts? 
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Opponents 

of God's people 
will disappear, like 

a garment eaten 
by moths 

," .' his faithful servants and to save 
them wlll not be disappointed. His 

might, or power, represented by his 
arm, is sure; it cannot be stayt..'(\ by any­

one. (Isaiah 40: 10; Luke 1:51, 52) Similarly 
today, the zealous preaching work of the remaining mem­
bers of the Israel of God has led millions, many from re­
mote islands of the sea, to turn to Jehovah and put faith 
in him. 

10 Jehovah next refers to a truth that King Nebuchadnez­
zar of Babylon will have to learn. Nothing in heaven or on 
earth can stop Jehovah from carrying out his wil l. (Daniel 
4:34, 35) We read: "Raise your eyes to the heavens them­
selves, and look at the earth beneath. For the very heav­
ens must be dispersed in fragments just like smoke, and 
like a garment the earth itseffwill wearou~ and its inhab· 
itants themselves will die like a mere gnat. But as for my 
salvation, it will prove to be even to time indefinite, and 
my own righteousness wiff not be shattered.;; (Isaiah 51 :6) 
Although it is against the policy of the Babylonian mon­
archs to allow captives to return home, Jehovah's saving 
of his people will not be thwarted. (Isaiah 14: 16, 17) The 
Babylonian "heavens," or ruling powers, will be broken in 
defeat. The Babylonian "earth," the sub jects o f those rul-

10. (a) What truth will King Nebuchadn('zzar !).e forced to learn? 
(b) What "h('avens~ and "ea rth" will be brought to an end? 
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ing powers, will gradually come to an end. Yes, even the 
grl'iltest power of the day cannot· stand against Jehovah 's 
might or prevent h is acts o f salvatio n. 

11 How en couraging it L'" for Christians today to know 
thilt these prophetic words were completely fulfilled! 
Why? Because the apostle Peter used simi lar expressio ns 
regarding a yet future event. He spoke of the rapidly ap­
proaching day of Jehovah, "th rough which the hCitvcns 
being on flfC will be dissolved and the elements being in­
tensely hot will melt!" Then he said; "There a re new heav­
ens and a new earth that we are awaiting acco rding to his 
promise, and In t hese righ teousness is to elwell." (2 Pe­
ter 3;12, 13; Isaiah 34:4; Revelation 6:12-14) Although the 
mighty nations and their lofty stilrlike rulers may stand in 
defiance of Jehovah, in his due time they will be hrought 
to nothing-crushed as easily as a mere gnat. (Psalm 2:1-9) 
Only God's righteous governm ent will rule fo rever, over a 
rightemls humim socicty.- D,micl 2:44; Revelation 21:1-4. 

12. Speaking to the "people who are pursuing after righ­
teousness," Jehovah now S<lyS: "listen to me, you the ones 
knowing righteousness, the people in whose heart is my 
law. Do not be afraid of the reproach of mortal men, and 
do not be struck with terror just because of their abusive 
words. For the moth will eat them up just as if a garment, 
and the clothes moth will eat them up just as if wool. But 
as for my righteousness, it will prove to be even to time in­
definite, and my salvation to unnumbered generations. H 

(Isaiah 51:7, 8) Those trusting in Jehovah will be vilified 

11. Why is the complete fulfillment of the prophecy that the Bab· 
ylonlan "heavens· and "earth" would be brought to an end encour­
aging to Christians today? 
12. Why should God's servants not be fearful when they are vilified 
by human opponents? 
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and rcpro.1ched for their cou rageous st.1 nd, but this is not 
something to be feared. The reproachcrs arc mere mor­
tals who will be 'caten up,' just as a woolen garment 
Is consumed by a moth" Uke fa ilhh.1 Jews of old, true 
Christians today have no reason to fear any who oppose 
Ihem.Jehovah, the eternal God, Is their salvlIUoll. (Psalm 
37:1,2) Reproach from God's enemies stand .. ;IS evidence 
IhatJehovah's people have his spirit.-Motthew 5;11 , 12; 
10:24-31. 

1.3 As If caUlng)ehovah to action In behalf of I-I ls captive 
people, Isaiah says: HAwake, awake, clothe yourself with 
strength. 0 orm of Jehovah! Awake as In tl,e days o( long 
ago, as during the generations of limes long past. Are 
you not the one that broke Rahab to pieces, tllat pierced 
the sea monster? Are you not the aile U,ot dried up the 
sea, the waters of the vast deep? The one that made the 
depths of the sea a way for the repurchased ones to go 
across7"-fsaiah 51:9, 10. 

14 TIle h Istorical examples o f which Isaia h speaks are 
well chosen. Every Israelite knows of the natio n's deliver­
ance from Egypt and passage through the Hed Sea. (F.:<­
odus 12:24-27; 14:26-31) TIle expressions "ltahab" and 
"the sea monster" refer to Egypt under her Pharaoh who 
opposed Israe1's Exodus fro m ~'YPt. (Psalm 74:13; 87:4; 
Isaiah 30:7) With its head at the Nile Delta and its elon­
gated bOOy stretching hundreds of miles up the fertile 
Nile Valley, andent Egypt resembled a monstrous ser­
pent. (Ezekie1 29:3) But this monster was CU I to pieces 

• The mOth referred to here 1$ evidently the w;:bbln8 c1othl'S moth, 
parllculilorly ill Its destructive lurval stage. 

13, t4. What I~ pictured by the e,l( tJumloll~ "RlI h:,b" und "the sea 
monster,· and how is It 'broken In plece$' lind · plerced"? 
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when Jehovah poured oUl lhe Ten 1)lagues upon it. It was 
pierced, sorely wou nded, and enfeebled when its army 
was destroyed In the waters of the Red Sea. Yes, Jehovah 
showed the power of his arm in his dealings wit h Egypt. 
Will he be any less ready to fight for his people exiled in 
Babylon? 

15 Now lOOking ahead to Israel's dellvera nce from Bab­
ylo n, the prophecy conUnues: "Theil the redeemed ones 
of Jehovah themselves will return and must come to Zion 
with a joyful outcry, and rejoicing to time indefin ite will 
be upon their head. To eJtu/totlorl and rejoicirlg they will 
attain. Grief and sighing will certalrlly flee away. It (Isaiah 
5' : 11) However sad their sil'Uation may be in Bab­
ylon, those who .seck Jehovah's righteousness have glo­
rious prospects. TIle time will come when grief and sigh­
ing will be no more. A Joyful outcry, reJoicing, exultation 
- these will be hea rd from the lips of the redeemed, or 
ransomed, ones. III the mod ern fu lfIllment of those pro­
phetic words, the Israe l of God was released frolll Bal>­
ylonish captivity in 19 19. They returned to their spiritual 
estate with great rcJolcl ng-rcjOidng thill has continued 
down until today. 

16 What will be the price of the redemption o f the Jews? 
Isaiah 's prophecy has already revealed that Jehovah gives 
"Egypt as a ransom (or you, Et hiopia and Scba In place 
o f you." (Isaia h 43:1-4) This will take place later. After 
conquering Babylon and releasing the Jewish captives, 
the Persian Empire will conquer Egypt, Et hiopia, and 
Seba. Those will be given In place o f the Ismelites' souls. 

15. (a) When and hOI'" w1J1 the grId and sighing of ZIon nee away? 
(b) When did gllef and 51ghlnll nee away for the ISIIlel of God In 
modern times? 
16. What price Is l>ald In ower to redeem lheJcws1 
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This is in harmony with the principle stated at Proverbs 
21 :18: "The wicked is a ransom for the righteous one; and 
the one dealing treacherously takes the place of the up­
right ones." 

Further Reassurance 

17 Jehovah h lrther reassures hi s pL'Ople: "1- / myself am 
the One that is comforting you people. Who are you that 
you should be afraid of a mortal man that will die, and 
of a son of mankind that will be rendered as mere green 
grass? And that you should forget Jehovah your Maker, 
the One stretching out the heavens and laying the foun­
dation of the earth, so that you were in dread constant­
ly the whole day fang on account of the rage of the one 
hemming you in, as though he was aff set to bring you to 
ruin? And where is the rage of the one hemming you in?" 
(Isaiah SJ :12, 13) Years of exile lie ahead. Sti ll, there is no 
reason to fear the rage of Babylon. AJthough that nation, 
the third world power of Bible record, wi ll conquer God's 
people and seek to 'hem them in,' or block their way 
of escape, faithful Jews know tl1at Jehovah has foretold 
the fall of Babylon at the hand of Cyrus. (Isaiah 44:8, 24-
28) In contrast to the Creator-the everlasting God, jeho­
vah-the i nl1abitant~ of Babylon will perish as grass that 
withers under the sun's intense rays during the dry sea­
SOil. Then where will their threats and rage be-! How un­
wise it is to fear man and forget jehovah, the one who 
made heaven and earth! 

18 Althoughjehovah's people wiD be captive for a while, 
"stooping in chains," as it were, their release will be sud-

17. Why i ~ there no neC{\ fo r the Jews to fear the rage of Babylon? 
18. Although his people wi!! be prisoners for a time, what assurances 
does jehovah give them? 
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den. They will not be exterminated in Babylon or die 
of starvation as prisoners-rendered lifeless in Sheol, the 
pit. (Psalm 30:3; 88:3-5) j ehovah assures them: '7he one 
stooping in chains will certainly be loosened speedily, that 
he may not go in death to the pit and that his bread may 
not be lacking. "'-Isaiah 51: 14. 

19 Still comfor ting Zion, Jehovah continues: "But I, j e­
hovah, am your God, the One stirring up the sea that its 
waves may be boisterous. Jehovah of armies is his name. 
And I shalf put my words in your mouth, and with the 
shadow of my hand I shalf certainly cover you, in order 
to plant the heavens and Jay the foundation of the earth 
and say to Zion, 'You are my people. ", (Isaiah 51: 15, 16) 
The Bible repeatedly mentions God's ability to extend his 
power over the sea and to control it. Uob 26:12; Psalm 
89:9; jeremiah 31:35) He has total control over the forces 
of nature, as he displayed when he delivered his people 
from Egypt. Who can be compared, even in the smallest 
way, to "Jehovah of armies"?- Psalm 24:10. 

20 The j ews remain God's covenant people, and Jeho­
vah assures them that they will return to their homeland, 
to live once more under his Law. There they will rebuild 
Jerusalem and the temple and resume their responsibili­
ties under the covenant that he made with them through 
Moses. When the land begins to be repopulated with the 
repatriated Israelites and their domestic animals, "a new 
earth" will come into existence. Over it will be placed 
"new heavens," a new governmental system. (Isaiah 

19. Why can faithful Jews have complete confidence In Jehovah'S 
words? 
20. What ~heavens" and "earth~ will come into existence when Je­
hovah restores Zion. and what comforting words wlll he utter? 
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65: 17-19; Haggai 1:1, 14) Jehova h will again say to Zion: 
"You are my people. H 

A Call to Action 

21 Having reilssured Zion, Jehovah Iss ues a cdll to ac­
tion. Spea king as i f she had already reached the end of 
her sufferings, he says: "Rouse yourself, rouse yourself, 
rise up, 0 Jerusalem, you who have drunk at tile hand of 
Jehovah his cup of rage. Tile goblet. the cup causing reel­
ing, you have drunk, you have drained Ollt. " (Isaiah 51: 
17) Yes, Jerusalem must rise up from her<.:aiamitous con­
dition and recover her fonner position and splendor. The 
time wiJI come when she will have drained the symbol­
ic cup of divine retribution. There will be nothing left of 
God's anger toward her. 

Z2 Nevertheless, whi le Jerusalem is !x'ing punished, 

21. What call to action does Jchovilh imu::', 
22, 23, What wlll Je rusil lern experience when s ll ~ drinks the cup or 
J~hovi1 h's nngcr? 



Comfur/ fur GOt/'s People 177 

none of her inhabitan ts, her "sons," will be able to pre­
vent what is happening. (Isaiah 43:5·7; Jeremiah 3:14) 
The prophecy says: "11Jere was none of all the sons that 
she brought to birth conducting her, and there was none 
of all tile sons that she brouglJt up taking hold of her 
hand.n (Isaiah 51:18) How she will suffer at the hands of 
the Babylonians! '7hose two things were befalling you. 
Who will sympathize willi you? Despoiling and break­
down, and hunger and sword! Who will comfort you? 
Your own sons have swooned away. They have loin down 
at the head of all the streets like the wild sheep in the net 
as those who are full of the rage of Jehovah, the rebuke of 
your God. "- Isaiah 57:19, 20. 

Z3 Poor Jerusalem! She will endure "despoiling and 
breakdown" as well as "hunger and sword." Unable to 
guide her and keep her on her fL'et, her "sons" will 
stand by helpless, emaciated, not strong enough to re­
pel the Babylonian Invaders. Conspicuously, at the head. 
or corner, of the streets, they wi ll lie fai nt, weak, and 

Jehovah has shown his power 
to control the elem ents 
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exhausted. (L.1mentlllions 2: 19; 4:1, 2) They will have 
d.runk the cup or God's rag<> and will tx: liS powerless as 
ani _m ils caLigh t in a !lCI. 

2<1 But this sad sitwllion will come to an t!nd. Isa­
iah comfortingly S,IYS: '7l1erefore listen to this, please, 
D woman afflicted and drunk, but not wit/I wine. This is 
what your Lord, Jellovall, even your God, who cOlltends 
for his people, has said: 'Look! I will take away (rom your 
hand the cup cousillg reeling. The goblet, my cup of rage 
- you will not repeat tile drillking of it anymore. And I will 
put it in the hand of lile ones Irritating you, who have 
said to your soul, "Bow down tiwr we may cross over." so 
that you used to malce your back just like the earth, and 
like the street for those crossing over.' H (Isaioh 51:27-23) 
After d iscipliningJcrusalCtl l, Jehovah is ready to act with 
pity and to show 11 forgivi ng ),piril' towurd her. 

2S Jehovah will now tllrn h is anger aWily fromjcrusillem 
and direct It lowill'd lIabylon. Uilbylon wil l have razed Je­
rusalem and 11l1l1111iated her. (Psillm 137:7-9) lhl! jerusa­
lem wiJI not have to drink from such a cup again al the 
hands of H •• bylon or her all ies. Instend, the cup wilt be 
taken out of jerusalem's ha nd and given to those who re­
joiced at her disgrace. (LAllncnt-ations 4:21, 22) Babylon 
\,·m go down, dead drunk. (J("remlah 51:6-8) Meanwhi le, 
Zion will rise! What a revers,ll! Truly, Zion can be com­
forted by such 3 prospect . And Jehovah 's servants ca n be 
assured that his /lame will be sancti fied through h is sav­
ing acts. 

2-1., 25. (al What ",!II not be repc','led (ur Jc ru S1I I~'m7 til) After Jeru­
sa lem, who wllll>c n~x t In line to drInk the cup of JChO\'ilh's ~ng~r? 

TIle cup (rom wllicll lerusalem will have drunk is to be 
passed to Bobylon alld lIer allies 



CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

"Cry Out Joyfully in Unison"! 

Isaiah 52;1-12 

LI BERATION! Can there be a more joyful prospect fo r a 
captive people? Since a major theme in the book of Isa· 
iah is liberation and restoration, it is not surprisi ng lhal 
aside fro m the Psalms, this Bible book contains more 
expressions of joy than any ot her. Isaiah chapter 52 es· 
peclally ~rives reason fo r God's people to rejoice. Its pro­
phetic words are ful fi lled upon jerusalem In 537 B.e.E. 
And they have a greater fulfi llment involving "jerusalem 
above," jehovah's heavenly o rganization of spi rit crea· 
Imes, whidl is sometimes described as it mother and a 
wife.-Galatlans 4:26; Revelation 12:1. 

"Put On Your Strength , 0 Zion!" 

2 jehovah, through Isaiah, calls out to His beloved city, 
Zion: " Wake up, wake up, put on your strength, 0 Zion! 
Put on your beautiful garments, 0 Jerusalem, the holy 
city! For no more will there come again into you tile uncir· 
cumcised and unclean one. Shoke yourself free from the 
dust, rise up, lDke a seat, 0 Jerusalem. Loosen for your· 
self the bands on your neck, 0 captive daughter of lion." 
(Isaiah 52: 1, 2) Because her inhabi tants have provoked 
Jehovah's anger, Jerusalem has lain desolate for 70 years. 

1. Why an! Ihe prophetic words of Isaiah chapler 52 a source of loy, 
and whallwo ful fiitmenn do they have? 
2. When does Zion wake up, and how does Ihis hap~n " 
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(2 Kings 24:4; 2 Chron icles 36:15·21; jeremiah 25:8-11; 
Daniel 9:2) Now it is time for her to wake up from her 
long period of Inactivity and don the beautifu l garments 
of li berty. jehovah has moved the heart of Cyrus to free 
the "captive daugh ter of Zion" so that the former inhab­
Itants of jeru5<11em and their offspring can leave Babylon, 
return to jerusa lem, and restore true worship. No uncir­
cumcised and unclean ones must be found injerusaJem. 
-Elm 1:1-4. 

3 These words o f Isaiah also have a fu lfi llment on the 
Christian congregalion. "I11e congregation of anointed 
Christians can be described as the modern-day "daugh_ 
ter of Zion," since "jerusalem above" is their mother! 
Sct frl'C from p<lgan teachings and apostate doctrines, the 
anointed must maintain a clean standing before jeho­
va h, no, not by being circumcised In the flesh, bUl by be­
ing ci rcu mcised In lhel r hea rts. Ueremiah 31:33; Romans 
2:25-29) This Includes maintaining spiritual, mental, 
and moral cleanness before jehovah.- l Corinthians 7: 
19; EpheSians 2:3. 

4 Truc, "jerusalem above" has never disobeyed Jeho­
vah. During the first world war, however, her represen­
tatives on earth-anointed Christians-unwittingly broke 
jehovah's law bl:ocause they did not properly understand 
true Christian neutrali ty. LoSing divine favor, they came 
into spiritual captivity to "Babylon the Great," the world 

• s~ Chaptel IS of this book for a more extensl~ dlsc\J5~ lon of Ihe 
lelatiOnship iJetlW!ell "JefuSIl lem above" and her earthly, anointed 
children. 

3. Why can the congregation of anointed ChristianS be called the 
"uaughter of ZJon: and in what ~nse are Ihey liberated? 
4. Alt hough "Jerusotem above" has nCV<'r dISObC)"d Jehovah, what 
exper len~ of her re])r(-'$Cntath't's on earth mirror those of the an· 
cient Inhabitants of Jerusalcm7 
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empire of false religion. (Revelation 17:5) Their condi ­
tion of being i n slavery climaxed in June 1918 when 
eight staff members of the Watch Tcw,rer Society were im­
prisoned on false charges, including conspiracy. At that 
point the organj7~ preaching of thegood news virtually 
stopped. In 1919, however, a clarion call iosplritual wake­
fu lness was sounded forth. Anoi nted Christians bega n 
to sepmate themselves more completely from the mor­
al ,md spiritual uncleanness of Babylon the Grea t. Tiley 
rose from the dust of captivity, and "Jeru5..11cm above" 
came to have the splendor o f a "holy city" where spirHu­
al uncleanness is not allowed . 

.5 Both in 537 B.C.r.. and in 1919 C.E.,Jehovah had a PC-f­
feet right to liberate his people. Isaiah explains: '7his is 
what Jehovah has said: 'It was for nothing that you peo­
ple were sold, and it wi/{ be without money tho! you 
will be repurchased: N (Isaiah 52:3) Neit her ancient Bab­
ylon nor Babylon the Great pilld anything when they 
look possess ion of Gad's covenant people as slaves. Since 
no transaction involving money look place, jehovah was 
still the legal Owner of his people. Should he have felt in­
debte<.1 to anybody? Of course not. In both cases, j eho­
vah could righ tly repurchase his worshipers witho ut giv. 
ing any compensation to their captors.- Isaiah 45: 13. 

6 j ehovah's enemies had not lea rned any lessons from 
histo ry. We rcad: "This is what the Sovereign Lord lello­
voh has said: 'It was to Egypt thot my people went 
down in the first instance to reside there as aliens; 
and without cause Assyria, for its part oppressed them.'" 
(lsoiah 52:4) I)haraoh o f Eb')1>t enslaved the Israelites, 

5. Why does Jehovah ha\'~ a (X' rreo right 10 repurchase his Ill'()ll le 
without gIvIng com(X'osation to their caplon? 
6. What le5wlU from h istory did Jehovah's cncmj('S faU to heed? 



lioll will be 
freed from captivi ty 

who hold been invitt.'(1 
to his land to reside 
as g uests. IJut l e ho­
v .. h drowned Pharaoh 
and his army in the 
Red Sea. (Exodus I: 11 · 
14; 14:27, 28) When 
King Se nnache rlb of 
Assyria threatened J~ 
rusalem, jehova h's an· 
gel struck down 185,· 
000 of the king's soldiers. (Isaiah 37:33-37) Similarly, 
neither anelent Babylon nor lJabylon the Great can e..~­

cape the consequences of opp ressing Gad's people. 

"My Peo p le Wil l Know My Na m e" 

7 The captlve condition of Jehovah's people has an ef­
feet on his namc, as the prophecy shows: '''Now, what 
interest do I have here?' Is the utterance of Jehovah. 'For 
my people were taken for nothing. The very ones rul­
ing over them kept howling,' is the utterance of Jehovah, 
'and constantly, off day long, my name was being treat­
ed with disrespect. For that reason my people will know 
my name, even (or that reason in that day, because I am 
the One tllot Is speaking. Lookl lt is I.'" (Isaiah 52:5, 6) 
Whillinteresl does Jehovah have in the sihlation? What 
concern of his is It Ihat Israel Is enslaved In Babylon? 

7. Whal effect h:l$ the captlvlly of Jchovllh's ~upll' had on his 
namC!? 
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Jehovah must act because Babylon has taken his peo­
ple captive and has howled over them in triumph. Such 
bragging has led to Babylon's treating Jehovah's name 
disrespectfully. (Ezekiel 36:20, 21) She has failed to rec­
ognize that the desolate condition of Jerusalem is on ac­
count of Jehovah's displeasure toward his people. Rath­
er, Babylon has viewed the enslavement of the Jews as 
evidence of the weakness of their God. The Babylonian 
coregent Belshau.ar even mocks Jehovah by using vessels 
from His temple during a feast in honor of Babylonian 
gods.-DanieJS:1-4. 

8 How does all of this apply to "Jerusalem above"? Ever 
since apostasy took root among professed Christians, it 
could be said that lithe name of God is being blasphemed 
on account of [those] people among the nations." (R04 
mans 2:24; Acts 20:29, 30) For that matter, because of SU4 
perstition the Jews eventually started to avoid using the 
divine name. Soon after the death of the apostles, apos4 
tate Christians followed suit and ceased to use God's per4 
sonal name. The apostasy resulted in the development of 
Christendom, a major part of Babylon the Great. (2 Thes­
salonians 2:3, 7; Revelation 17:5) Christendom's wanton 
immorality and brazen blood&'Uilt have reflected badly 
on Jehovah's name.-2 Peter 2:1, 2. 

9 When the Greater Cyrus, Jesus Christ, freed God's cov­
enant people from captivity to Babylon the Great in 1919, 
they came to a better understanding of Jehovah's require­
ments. They had already deansed themselves of many 
teachings of Christendom that have their roots in pre­
Christian paganism, such as the Trinity, immortality of 

S. How has Jehovah's name been treated Since the death o f the apos­
tles? 
9, to. What deeper understanding of Jehovah's standards and his 
name have God's covenant people of modern times come to have? 
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the soul, and eternal torment in a fiery helL Now they 
set out to rid themselves of all traces of Babylonish influ­
ence. They also came to realize the importance of main­
taining strict neutrality regarding this world's partisan af­
fairs. They even wanted to purify themselves of whatever 
bloodguHt some might have incurred. 

10 The modern-day servants of God also came to have 
a deeper understanding of the importance of Jehovah's 
name. In 1931 they adopted the name Jehovah's Wit­
nesses, thus publicly announcing that they supportedJe­
hovah and his name. Moreover, through the publication 
of the New World 1fanslation since 1950, Jehovah's Wit­
nesses have restored the divine name to its proper place 
in the Bible. Yes, they have come to appreciate Jehovah's 
name and are making it known to the ends of the earth. 

"The One Bringing Good News" 

II Now ou r attention is turned back to Zion when she 
is still in her desolate state. A messenger approaches bear­
ing good news: "How comely upon the mountains are the 
feet of the one bringing good news, the one publishing 
peace, the one bringing good news of something better, 
the one publishing salvation, the one saying to Zion: 'Your 
God has become king!'" (Isaiah 52:7) In 537 S.CE., how 
can it be said that Zion's God has become King? Has not 
Jehovah always been King? lndeed, he is the "King ofeter­
nity"! (Revelation 15:3) But the exclamation "Your God 
has become king!" is appropriate because Babylon's fall 
and the royal proclamation to rebuild the temple inJeru­
salem and restore pure worship there constihlte a new ex­
pression of Jehovah's kingship.-Psalm 97:1. 

11. Why is the exdamation uYour God has become king-iN appropri­
ate with regard to events in 537 n.C.E.? 



Starting in 1919, 'comely feet' have alice again 
appeared on "tile mountains" 

12 In Isaiah's day, no individual or group of indivi d­
uals was identified as "the one hringing good news." -10-
dilY, though, the identity of the bearer of good news 
is known. Jesus Ch rist is Jehovah's greatest messenger of 
peace. While on earth, he preached the good news that 
there would be a release from all the effects of sin in­
herit("'C1 from Adam, including sickness and death. (Mat. 
thew 9:35) Jesus set a zealous example in publish ing this 
good news of something better, seizing every opportuni­
ty to teach people about the Kingdom of God. (Matthew 
5:1,2; Mark 6:34; Luke 19: 1-10;John 4:5-26) And his dis­
ciples followed his example. 

13 In his letter to the Romans, the apostle Paul quotes 

]2. Who took the lead in ~bringing gOOd news," and how? 
13. (al How doe5 the apostle ('aul expand on the meaning of the 
expression "How comely upon the mountaIns are the feet of the one 
bringing good newsU? (b) Why c~n it be said that the feet of the mes­
sengers 3[(' "comely"? 
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15.1 iah 52:7 to highlight the importance of the work of 
prc:lching the good news. He poses a series o f tho ugh t­
provoking questions, including '!-low will people hear 
without SOl11l'O ne to preach?' !-Ie then sa)'s: "Just as it is 
wri tten: 'How comely arc the fect of those \VllO declare 
good news of good things!'" (Romans 10: 14, 15) Paul 
thus expands the application of Isaiah 52:7, lIsing the plu­
ral form "those" instead of the si n&·\.I I<lr "one," which ap­
pears in the origi nal text of Isaiah. imit<lting jesus Christ, 
all Ch ristians arc messengers of the good news of peace. 
How arc their feet "comely"? Isaiah speaks as if the herald 
is approaching Jerusa lem from the nearby mountains of 
Judah . From afar, it is impossible to see the messenger's 
feet . Rather, the focus hl'te is on the messenger, the ft.."Ct 
stand ing for the messenger himself. j ust as jesus and his 
disciples were a beautifu l sigh t to meek ones in the first 
cen tury, prl'Sent-dilY Witnesses arc a welcome sight to 
humble om~s who heed the lifesaving message of good 
news. 

14 Since when in modern times has the cry "Your God 
has become king!" been heard? Since 1919. In th,lt year at 
a convention in Cedar POint, Ohio, J. F. Rutherfo rd, 
then pn'Sidcnt of the Watch Tower Society, stirred his 
listeners with a t,tl k entitled "AddR'SS to Co-labore rs." The 
talk, bas(!d on Isaiah 52:7 and Revelation 15:2, encou r­
aged all present to take up the preaching work. Thu s, 
'comely feet' began to appear on "the mountains." First 
anointed Christians and later thei r companions of the 
"other sheep" zealously went fo rth to preach the good 
news that Jehovah hild become King. Uohn 10:16) How 

14. How has }eho\'ah hecorllc KIng in modern times, and ~\lIt'(! when 
has Ihls bt.'('n announced to mankind? 
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had Jehovah become King? He expressed his kingship 
anew in 1914 when he installed his Son, Jesus Christ, as 
King in the newly established heavenly Kingdom. And Je· 
hovah made yet another expression of his kingship in 
1919 when he liberated "the Israel of God" from Babylon 
the Great.-Galatians 6:16; Psalm 47:8; Revelation 11:15, 
17; 19:6. 

"Your Own Watchmen 
Have Raised Their Voice" 

15 Does the cry "Your God has become king!" elicit a re­
sponse? Yes. Isaiah records: "Usten! Your own watchmen 
have raised their voice. It I unison they keep crying out joy­
fully; for it will be eye into eye that they will see when Je­
hovah gathers back Zion. n (Isaiah 52:8) No literal watch­
men take their positions in Jerusalem in 537 B.C.E. to 
welcome back the first returning exiles. The city has lain 
desolate for 70 years. Ueremiah 25:11, 12) So the "watch­
men" who raise their voice must be those Israelites who 
get the news in advance regarding Zion's restoration and 
who become responsible for passing the news on to the 
rest of Zion's children. Upon seeing Jehovah give Bab­
ylon into the hands of Cyrus In 539 B.C.E., the watch­
men have no doubt in their minds that Jehovah is lib­
erating his people. Together \'\fith those who respond to 
their call, the watchmen keep crying out joyfully, in uni­
son, letting others hear the good news. 

16 The alert watchmen establish a dose, personal re­
lationship with Jehovah, seeing him "eye into eye," or 
face-ta-face, as it were. (Numbers 14:14) Their close con­
tact v·,'ith Jehovah and with one another highlights their 

15. Who are the ·watchmen" who raise their voice in 537 B.C.F .. ? 
16. Whom do the watchmen see "eye into eye," and In what sense? 
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unity and the joyfiil nature of their message.-1 Corin­
thians 1: 10. 

17 In th e modern-day fulftllment, the watchman class, 
"thc faithful and discreet slavc," raises its voice not just 
to the ones who are already in God's visible organiza­
tion but also to outsiders. (Matthew 24:45-47) A call went 
out to gather in the remaining ones of the anointed 
in 1919, and in 1922 the call was intensined at the Cedar 
Point, Ohio, convention with the appeal to "advertise, 

17, tH . (a) How ha~ the modern-day watchman class r,lised it~ 
voice? (b) In wlwt sel15e ilas the watchman dass called out In unison? 

Jehovah's Witnesses speak In unison 
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advertise, advertise, the Ki ng alld his kingdom ." Since 
1935, attention has been tu rned 10 g,lthcring in a great 
crowd of sheeplikc ones. (I~evelation 7:9, 10) In recent 
yea rs the announcement of Jehovah's kingship has in­
tensi fIed. How? In the year 2000, some six millton were 
sharing in telling of Jehovah's kingship in more than 230 
lands and territories. Furt her, Tile W(ltcllcon'et; the fore­
most instrument of the watchman class, sounds out the 
joyful message in more than 130 languages. 

18 To share in such a unifying wo rk takes humility and 
brotherly love. For the call to be effective, all involved 
must preach the sa me message, fea tu ring Jehovah's 
name, his ransom proviSio n, h is wisdo m, his love, and 
his Kingdom. As Christians all around the world work 
shoulder to shoulder, their personal bond wi th Jehovah 
is strengthened to sound out the glad Hdl ngs In unIson. 

19 With God's people sho uting in loY, even the plac.:c 
in which they dwell looks cheerful. The pro phecy co n­
tinues: "Become cheerful, cry our joyfully in unison, you 
devastated places of Jerusalem, for Jehovah Iws comfo rt­
ed his people; he has repurchased Jerusalem. Jehovo/ll1as 
bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and 
all the ends of the earth must see the salvation of our 
God. H (Isaiah 52:9, 70) With the arrival of the returnees 
fro m Babylon, the mournful-looking places of desolated 
Jerusalem have a cheerful appearance because Jehovah's 
pu re worsh ip can now be restored. (Isaiah 35:1, 2) Clear­
ly, Jehovah has h is hand in this. He has "bared his holy 
arm," as if rolling up his sleeves in o rder to apply h imsel f 
to the task of saving his people.-Ezra 1 :2,3. 

19. (a) How do the ~deva5taled p]~ces o f Jerusllll'm~ becoml' chcer· 
ful? (b) In what ~ense has Jehov;lh ~bar('(j his hOI)' arm~1 
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20 in these "\osl days, " Jehovah has bared his holy ann 
In order 10 revive the anointed remnant, the "t\VQ wit­
nesses" of the book of ltevelatioll. (2 Timothy 3:1; Rev­
elation 11 :3, 7-13) Sincc 1919, these have been brought 
into a spiritual paradise. the spiritual estate that they now 
sllilre with millions of thei r associates, the other sheep. 
f.vemually, Jehovah will bare his holy arm to bring salva­
tion to his 1X.'Oplc at "Har- Magedon." (Revelation 16: 14, 
16) Then, "a ll the ends of the earlh must see the saJva­
tion of our God." 

An Urgent Requirement 

21 Those who get out of l!abylo n La retu rn to Jerusalem 
have a requirement to meet. Isaiah writc...'S: "Turn away, 
tum away, get out of there, touch nothing unclean; get 
out (rom tile midst of her, keep yourselves clean, you who 
are carrying the utensils of Jehovah, For you people will 
get out in no panic, and you will go in no flight. For jeho­
vall will be gO/rig eve" before you, arid the God of Israel 
will be your rear guard," ( Isaiall 52:17, 72) The departing 
Israeli tes must leave behind them in Babylo n anything 
having a taint of Babylon's false worship, Since they car­
ry the utens ils of Jehovah that came from the temple 
In Jerusalem, they have to be clean, not merely in an 
outward, ceremo n ial way, but primarily in their hearts. 
(2 Kings 24: 11-13; Ezra 1:7) Further, Jehovah is going be­
fore them, so they do not have to panic, nor do they have 
to run fran tically, as though bloodthirsty pursuers were 
hard o n their heels. The God o f Israel is their rear guard. 
- Ezra 8:21-23. 

20. What hus resulted and will yel result {rom jehovah's baring his 
holy arm In modern time? 
21. (a) What is required of those -e.urylng the utell5 l1s o f j ehovah"] 
(b) Why Is there no reason fo r j ews dt'p3rtlng from Babylon to panic? 
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Z2 Isaiah's words about keeping clean have a malor ful· 
fillment on the ofJ:spring of uJcrusalem above." When 
Pllu1 admonished the Corinthian Christians not to be-­
come unevenly yoked with unbelievers, he quoted the 
words of Isaiah 52:11: .. 'Th erefore get out from among 

22. How does J'aul 51res~ the need for clutlnl'ss among Ilnolnted 
Chrbtlans1 

Those "carrying tile utelUlls of Jehovah '" 
have to be morally and splrltuolly cleatl 
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them, and separate yourselves,' says Jehovah, 'and quit 
tOllching the unclean thing.'" (2 Corinthians 6:14-
17) Just like the Israelites hCildlng home from Babylon, 
Christians have tostcc.rclcarof Babylon ish fa lse worship. 

23 Th is was partk."u l'lrly true o f those .ma imed fo llow· 
ers of Jesus Ch rist who ned Babylon the Great in 1919. 
They progressively c1eansec! themselves of all traces of 
false worship. (Isaia h 8: 19, 20; Romans 15:4) They also 
became increasingly aware of the importance of mowl 
cleanness. Altho ugh Jehovah's Witnesses have always up­
held high moral standards, Tile W(ftcl,to\\Il?ft:arried arti­
cles in 1952 emphasizing the need to discipline immo ral 
o nes so as to keep the congregation clean. Such d isciplin­
ary action also helps the wrongdoer hJmscl f to realize the 
need for sincere repentam.'c.-l Corinthians 5:6, 7, 9- 13; 
2 Corinthians 7:8- 10; 2John 10, II. 

24 Anointed Christ ians together with the great crowd of 
other sheep are determined 1'0 touch nothi ng that is spir­
itually unclean. Their purified, cleansed condition quali­
fies them to be bearers of "the utensils of Jehova h"-the 
preciolls provisions that God makes for sacred service in 
the house-to-house and Bible study ministry and other 
forms o f Ch ristian activity. By maintaini ng a clean stand­
ing, God's people today can be conFIdent that Jehovah 
will continue to go before them as well as be their rear 
guard_ A~ God's dean l)Cople, they have an abundance of 
reasons to "cry out joyfully In unison" I 

23. In what way~ do n'/'\'IUl LS o f Jehm'ull today endeavor to keep 
themselves clean? 
24. (a) In modern times, whut UTe "the utensils of Jeho\'ah~? 
(b) Why are Ch rl~tlans toda)' conr,dent t hat Jehovah will continue to 
go Ix'forc them as w<.>ll as be the ll rear guard? 

• 



CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

Jehovah Exalts His 
Messianic Servant 

isaiah 52:13-53:12 

IMAGINE that you are to meet with an important digni­
tary. The time and the place of your meeti ng are set. Bu t 
there Is a problem: You do not know what he looks like, 
and he \vllI be traveling discreetly, without fa n fare. How 
wi ll you recogrtize h im? It would help If you had a de­
tailed description of him. 

2 1n the early part of the fi rst century c.R., many Jews 
faced a situation like this. They were expecting the Messi­
ah-the most important man who would ever live. (Dan­
Icl 9:24-27; Luke 3:15) But how were faithfu l Jews to 
recognize him? Jehovah, by means of the Hebrew proph­
cts, had painted a detailed ..... ritten portrait o f events sur­
rounding the Messiah that would enable d iscerning ones 
to Identil'y him unmistakably. 

3 Among the Hebmv prophecies of the Messiah, per­
haps none p rovide a clearer picture than that recorded at 
Is.'\iah 52: 13- 53: 12. Over 700 years In advance, rsalah de­
scribed, not the physical appearance of the Messiah, but 
dctails that were more significant- the purpose and man-

I. 2. <al ll1u~ttate the situation f~ by many Jews In the early part 
of the lim century CE. (b) What provision had jehovah made to 
help faithful jews recognize Ihe Messiah? 
J . What description of the Meulah Is provided at isaiah 52:13-
53:121 
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ner of his suffering and spedfics about his death, buri­
al, and exaltation. A consideration o f th is prophecy and 
Its fulfi ll ment will warm our hearts and strengthen Ollr 
faith . . 

"My Servant"-Wh o Is He? 

4 Isa iah has just told of the release of the Jews fro m exUe 
in Babylon. Now looking ahead to a fa r greater event, he 
records Jehovah's words: "Lookl My servant will oct with 
insight. He wllf be in high station and will certainly be el­
evated and exalted very much." (Isaiah 52:73) Just who 
Is this "servant"? Over the centuries, Jewish scholars of­
fen~d various opinions. Some claimed that he represent­
ed the who le natioe of lsrael during Its Babylonian exi le. 
But such an explanation does not match the prophe­
cy. God's Servan t suffers volun tarily. Al though innocent, 
he suffers for the sins of others. Th is hardly describes 
the Jewish nation, which went Into exile because of its 
si nful ways. (2 Kings 21:11-15; Jeremiah 25:8-11 ) Others 
claimed that the Servant represented the pious elite in Is­
rael and that these suffered in behalf o f sin fu l Israelites. 
However, during times of affljction In Israel, no one spe­
cific group suffered for another. 

S Before the advent of Christianity and to some extent 
during the early centuries o f the Common Era, a few Jew­
Ish scho lars did apply this prophecy to the Messiah. That 
th.ls is the correct applicatio n Is seen In the Christian 
Greek Scriptures. The book o f Acts reports that when the 

4. What opinions as to the identity of the -.servant- have some Jew­
Ish scholars offered, but why do thtse not match [50Ihh '.\ prophecy? 
S. (3) Some Jewish scholars ha\'e made what application of isaiah's 
pruplll:cy1 (See footnote.) (b) What dear Identification of the Ser­
vant Is given In the Bible book of Acts? 
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Ethiopian eunuch said that he did not know the identity 
of the Servant of Isaiah's prophecy, Philip "declared to 
him the good news about Jesus." (Acts 8:26-40; Isaiah 53: 
7, 8) Other Bible books likewise identify Jesus Christ as 
the Messianic Servant of Isaiah's prophecy.* As we dis­
russ this prophecy, we will see the undeniable parallels 
between the one whom Jehovah calls "my servant" and 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

6 The prophecy begins by describing the ultimate suc­
cess of the Messiah in carrying out the divine will. The 
word "servant" indicates that he will submit to God's 
will, as a servant does to that of his master. In so doing, 
he "will act with insight." Insight is the ability to see into 
a situation. To act with insight is to act discreetly. Regard­
ing the Hebrew verb here used, one reference work says: 
"At its heart is the thought of prudent and wise dealing. 
He who deals wisely will obtain success." That the Messi­
ah will indeed be successful is seen in that the prophecy 
says he will "be elevated and exalted very much." 

7 Jesus did "act with insight," showing understanding 
of the Bible prophedes that applied to him and being 
guided by them to do the will of his Father. (John 17:4; 
19:30) With what result? FolloVoling Jesus' resurrection 

• In Its rendering of isaiah 52:13, the Targum of Jonathan ben Uzzle! 
(first century C.E.), as translated by]. F. Stenning, states: "Behold, my 
servant, the Anointed One (or, the: Messi(lh), shall prosper." Similar­
ly, the Babylonian Talmud (c. third century C.E.) says: "The Messiah 
-what is his name? ... [; those] of the house of Rabbi [say, The sick 
one], as It is said, 'Surely he hath borne our sicknesses.' "- Sanhedrin 
98b; isaiah 53:4. 

6. How does Isaiah's prophecy Indicate that the Messiah will success· 
fully carry out the divine will? 
7. How did Jesus Christ "act with Insight,· and how has he been "el­
evated and exalted very much"? 
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and ascension to heaven, "God exalted him to a superi­
or position and kindly gave him the name that is above 
every other name." (Philippians 2:9; Acts 2:34-36) Then, 
in 1914 the glorified jesus was elevated even hlrther. je. 
hovah exalted him to the throne of the Messianic King­
dom. (Revelation 12:1-5) Yes, he was "elevated and exalt­
ed very much." 

'Staring at Him in Amazement' 

8 How will the nations and their rulers react to the ex­
alted Messiah? If we momentarily skip the parentheti­
cal comment in the second part of verse 14, the proph­
ecy reads: "To the extent that many have stared at him 
in amazement . . . he will likewise startle many nations. 
At him kings will shut their mouth, because what had 
not been recounted to them they will actually see, and 
to what they had not heard they must turn their consid­
eration." (Isaiah 52:140, 15) With these words Isaiah de­
scribes, not the Messiah's initial appearance, but his final 
confrontation with earth ly rulers. 

9 When the exalted jesus comes to exerute judgment 
on this ungodly system of things, earthly rulers will 
'stare at him in amazement.' True, human rulers will not 
literally see the glorified jesus. But they will see the visi­
ble evidences of his power as a heavenly Fighter fo r je­
hovah. (Matthew 24:30) They will be forced to turn their 
consideration to what they have not heard recounted by 
religious leaders-that jesus Is the Executioner of God's 
judgments! The exalted Servant whom they will encoun­
ter will act in a way that they do not expect. 

8, 9. When the exalted Jesus comes to excrute judgment, how will 
earthly rulers react, and why? 
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10 According to the parenthetical comment in verse 14, 
Isaiah says: "So much was the disfigurement as respects 
his appearance more thon that of allY other man and 
as respecU his stately form more than that of the sons 
of mankind." (Isaiah 52:J4b) Was Jesus physically dis­
figured in some way? No. Although the Bible does not 
give details about what jesus looked like, the perfect Son 
of God no doubt had a pleasing appea rance and counte­
nance. Evidently, Isaiah's wo rds refer to the humiliation 
that Jesus experienced. He boldly exposed the religio us 
leaders of his day as hypocrites, liars, and murderers; and 
Lhey responded by reviling him. (1 Peter 2:22, 23) They 
accused him of being a lawbreaker, a blasphemer, a de-­
ceiver, a seditionist against Rome. Thus, these false accus­
ers painted an utte rly disfigured picture of Jesus. 

11 Today the misrepresentation of Jesus continues. Most 
people picture Jesus as a babe in a manger or as a tragic 
figure nailed to a cross, with his face distorted in agony 
under a crown of thorns. Chrlstendo m 's clergy have en­
couraged such views. Th ey have fa iled to presentjeslls as 
the mighty heavenly King with who m nations will have 
an accounting. When human rulers confrolltt hc exalted 
Jesus in the near future, they will have to deal with a Mes­
siah who has 'all autho rity in heaven and on the earth'! 
-Matthew 28:18. 

Who WUI Put FaitJl in This Good News? 

12 After describing the amazing transfo rmation of the 
Messiah-from 'd isfigured' to "exalted very much"-Isa· 
iah asks: "Who has put faith in the thing heard byus7 And 
as for the arm of Jehovah, to whom has It been revealedr 

10, II . In what way can It be said that Jesus was dbftgurrd In the 
fi rst century, and how has this been done today? 
12. What intriguing questions do the words I t Isaiah 53:1 ralse1 
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(lsalall 53:1) These words of Isa iah raise intriguing ques­
tions: WlIllhls prophecy be fulfilled? Wil l " the arm ofJe­
hovah," representing his ability to exert power, reveal it­
self and make these words come true? 

13 The answer Is unquestio nably yes! In his letter to 
the Ro mans, I)aul quotes Isaiah's words to show that the 
prophl'C)' heard and recorded by Isaiah came true in Je­
sus. TIle glorifica tion of Jesus arter his sufferings on earth 
was good news. "Nevertheless," says Pau l with reference 
to the unbelieving Jews, "they d id not all obey the good 
nC\vs. For Isa iah says: 'Jehovah, who put faith in the 
th ing heard from us?' So faith follows th e thing heard . In 
turn the thing heard Is through the word about Christ." 
(Romans 10:16, 17) Sadly, though, few in Paul's day put 
faith in the good news about God's Servant. Why? 

14 The prophecy next explaI ns to the Israelites the rea­
sons fo r the questions recorded in verse 1, and in so da­
ing, sheds light on why many wl1l not accept the Mes­
siah : "He will came up like a twig before [an observer], 
and like a root our of waterless land. No stotely form 
does he have, nor any splendor; and when we shall see 
hIm, there is not the appearance so that we should de­
sire him." (Isaiah 53:2) Here we see the backdrop against 
which the Messia h Is to enter the earthly scene. He is to 
have a lowly start, and to o bservers he wiH appear un­
likely lo amount to anything. Moreover, he is to be like a 
mere twig, a tender sapling, that g rows o n the trunk or 
branch of a tree. He is also to be like a water-dependent 
root in dry, unpromising soil. And he is not to come with 
regal pomp and splendo r-no robes of royalty nor any 

13. !-low did Paul show that isaiah's prophecy was ful fill ed In Jesus, 
and what ~ponse wa~ there? 
14, IS. Against wlla! backdrop Is the Messiah to enter the earthly 
scene? 
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sparkling diadems. 1 nstead, his start is to be humble and 
unpretentious. 

15 How \Veil that describes Jesus' lowly beginning as a 
human! The virgin Jewess Mary gave birth to h im in a 
stable in a little town known as Bethlehem,- (Luke 2:7; 
John 7:42) Mary and her husband, Joseph, were poor. 
About 40 days after Jesus' birth, they brought the sin of­
fering permitted in the <;ase of the poor, "a pair of tur­
tledoves or two young pigeons." (Luke 2:24; Leviticus 12: 
6-8) In time, Mary and Joseph settled in Nazareth, where 
Jesus grew up in a large family, likely in modest circum­
stances.-Matthew 13:55, 56. 

16 It seemed that as a human, Jesus did not have his 
roots In the right soiL Uahn 1:46; 7:41, 52) Although he 
was a perfect man and a descendant of King David, his 
humble ci rcumstances did not impart to him any "state­
ly form" or "splendor"-at least not in the eyes of those 
who were expecting the Messiah to come from a more 
impressive background. Spurred on by the Jewish reli­
gious leaders, many were led to overlook and even de­
spise him. In the end the crowds saw nothing desirable 
in the perfect Son of God.-Matthew 27:11-26. 

'Despised and Avo ided by Men' 

17 Isaiah now begins to describe in detail how the Messi­
ah will be viewed and treated: "He was despised and was 

- The prophet Micah referr~ to Bethlehem as "the one too little to 
get to be among the thousands ofJudah.# (Micah 5:2) Yet, smali Beth· 
lehem had the ~ingular honor of being the town In which the Messl. 
ah was born. 

16. How is It true that Jesu~ had no Ustately form" or ~splendor"? 
17. (a) What does Isaiah begin to describe, and why does he write 
In the past tense? (b) Who wa~ it that ~de~piscd" and "avoided" Je­
sus, and how did they do so? 
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avoided by men, a man meant for pains and for having 
acquaintance with sickness. And there was as if the con­
cealing of one's face from us. He was despised, and we 
held him as of no account. I.( (Isaiah 53:3) Certain that his 
words will come true, Isaiah writes in the past tense, as 
if they had already been fulfill ed . Was jesus Christ reaUy 
despised and avoided by men? Indeed, he was! Self­
righteous religious leaders and their followers viewed 
him as the vilest of humans. They called him a friend of 
tax collectors and harlots. (Luke 7:34, 37-39) They spit in 
his face. They hit him with their fists and reviled him. 
They sneered and jeered at him. (Matthew 26:67) Influ­
em."-ed by these enemies of truth, jesus' "own people did 
not take him in."-john 1:10, 11. 

18 As a perfect man, jesus did not get sick. Yet, he was "a 
man meant for pains and for having acquaintance with 
sickness." Such pains and sicknesses were not his own.je­
sus came from heaven into a sick world. He lived amid 
suffering and pain, but he did not shun those who were 
ai ling, either phYSically or spiritually. Uke a caring physi­
cian, he became intimately acquainted with the suffering 
of those around him. Moreover, he was able to do what 
no ordinary human physician can do.- Luke 5:27-32. 

19 Nevertheless, jesus' enemies viewed II;m as the ail­
ing one and refused to look upon him with favor. His 
face was 'concealed' from view but not because he hid his 
face from others. In rendering Isaiah 53:3, TIle New EIl­
glish Bible uses the phrase "a thing from which men turn 
away their eyes." jesus' opposers found him so revolting 

18. Since Jesus was never 51ck, how was he "a man meant for pains 
and for having acquaintance with sickness · ? 
19. Whose face was 'conce:lled,' and how did Jesus' enemies demo 
onstrate that they "held him as of no account"? 
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that they. in effect, turned away from him as if he were 
too loathsome to look upon. TIley rl>ckoncd his worth at 
no mon,' than the price of a slave. (Exodus 2] :32; Mal­
thew 26: 14-16) The)' had less esteem for him than for the 
murderer Barabbas. (Luke 23: 18-25) What more could 
they have done to demonstrate their low opin ion of Je­
sus? 

20 Jehovah's servants today can derive much comfort 
from Isaiah's words. At times, opposers may dIsdain 
fa ithful worshipers of Jehovah or treat them as If they 
were of no account. Yet, as was true withJesus, what rcal· 
ly matters is how Jehovah God values us. After all, even 
though men 'heJdJesus as of no account, ' this certainly 
did not change his great val ue in God's eyes! 

"Pierced for Our Transg ression" 

21 Why did th e Messiah have to suffer lind die? Isaiall 
explains: 'Truly our sicknesses were what he himseff car­
ried; and as for our pains, he bore them. But we our­
selves accounted him as plagued, stricken by God and af­
meted. But he was being pierced for our transgression; he 
was being crushed for our errors. The chastisement meant 
for our peace was upon him, and because of his wounds 
there has been a healing for us. Uke sheep we /Jove off of 
us wandered about; it was each one [0 his own way that 
we IJove turned; and Jehovah himseff has caused the er­
ror of us all to meet up witll that one. It_Isaiah 53:4-6. 

20. Jslllah '~ word5 o ffcr ",hat comfort to Jeho\'llh's people today? 
21, 22. (a) \"\'hat did the Mesiah carry and bear In behalf o f Oth· 
ers? (b) How' dId mllll)' regard the Messiah, and in what did h is suf· 
ferlng cul minate? 

'He was despised by men' 
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22 The Messiah carried the sicknesses of others and bore 
their pains. He lifted up lheirburdens, so tospcak, placed 
them on his own shoulders, and carried them . And since 
slckncss and pain are consequences of mankind 's sinful 
state, the Messiah carried the sins of others. M;my did 
nOI understand the reason for his suffering and believed 
that God was punishing him, plaguing him wit h a loath­
some disease! The Messiah's suffering cu lminated In his 
being pierced, c rushed, and wounded-strong words that 
denote a violent and painful death. Ilut his death has 
atoning power; it provides the basis for recovering those 
who wander about in e rro r and sin, helping them to find 
peace with God. 

23 How did Jesus bear the suffering of others? The 
Gospel of Matthew, quoting Isaiah 53:4, says: "People 
brought him many demon-possessed persons; and he ex­
pelled the spirits with a word, and he cured all who were 
faring badly; that there might be fulfilled whal was spo­
ken through Isaiah the prophet, saying: ' He hImself took 
o ur sIcknesses and carried our diseases.''' (Matthew 8: 16, 
17) By curing those who came to him with various dis­
eases, Jesus, in effect, took their suffering upon himself. 
And such healings drew on his vitality. (Luke 8:43-48) His 
ability to heal all kinds of ailments- physical and spir­
Itual-proved that he was empowered to cleanse people 
from sln.-Matthew 9:2-8 . 

• The Hebrew word lendered ·plagued~ Is abo used In regard 10 lep­
rosy. (2 KI ngs 15:5) According 10 certain scholars, $Om!! Jew$ derived 
from Isaiah 53:4 the Idea thallhe Messiah would bea leper. The Ilab­
ylonlan Tal rnud appUes this ~rse to the Messiah, calling him ~ the 
leper Kholar.~ The catholic Dollar Ve'r.flOll, renl.'Ctlng the 1.IIIIn VII/­
gmt, renders th is verse: ~We have t hought him 3S It were a leper'-

23. In what way did Jesus bear t.he suffering of Ot hers? 



fellO~al! EXlIlls HlJ Messlmlle SU\'Iwl 20S 

24 Yet, to many It seemed that jesus was "plagued" by 
God. After all, he suffered a t the Instigatio n of respect· 
ed religious leaders. Remember, though, that he did not 
suffer on account o f any sins of his own. "Christ suffered 
for you, N says Pe ter, "leaving you a model for you to fol­
low his steps d osely. He committed no sin, no r was de­
ception found In his mouth. He himself bore OUf sins 
in his own body upo n the stake, In order that we might 
be done with sins and lJve to righteousness. And 'by his 
stripes you were hea led.'" (1 Peter 2:2 1,22,24) We were 
all at one time lost in sin, "like sheep, goin g astray." (1 Pe­
ter 2:25) Through j esus, however, j ehovah provided re­
demption from our sinful state. He caused o ur error to 
"meet up wit h" j esus, to rest upon him . The sin less j e­
sus willingly suffered the penalty fOf aUf sins. By unde­
servedly suffering a shameful death on a stake, he made 
it possible for us to be reconcilt'(l to God. 

'He Let Himsel f He Afflicted ' 

25 Was the Messiah willing to suffer and die? Isaiah 
says: "He was hard pressed, and he was lettIng hImself be 
afflicted; yet he would not open llis mouth. He was being 
brought just like a sheep to the slaughtering; and like a 
ewe that before her shearers has become mute, he olso 
would not open his mouth." (Isaiah 53:7) On the fina l 
night o f his life, Jesus could have summo ned "more 
than twelve legions of angels" to come to his aid. But 
he said: "In that case, h ow would the Scrlphlres be ful ­
filled that it must take place this way?" (Matthew 26:53, 

24. (a) Why did II seem 10 mnny IhDt Jesus WDS · plagued" by God? 
(b) Why did Je$us suffe r and die? 

25. How do we know th Dll he Messiah )uiTered and died wllllngty? 





207 

54) Instead, "the La mb of God" offcrL'tI no resistance. 
Oohl1 1:29) When the dlief pricsb and the older Illen 
falsely accused him before 1)1I'lle, Jl':'iUS "made no an­
swer." (Matthew 27: 11-14) He did not want to S<1Y any­
thing that might interfe re whh the carryi ng out of God's 
will for him. JCSllS wa. .. wI lt Ing to die as a s'lcrifidui Lamb, 
knowing ful l well that his dea tl l would redccm ol.>edient 
mankind from sin, Sickness, and deat h. 

26 Isa iah now gives more details of the Messiah's suf­
fering and humiliation. The prophet writes: "Because of 
restraint and of judgmenl he was loken away; and who 
will concern himself even with tile details o f his genera­
tion? For he was severed from the land of the living ones. 
Because of the Iransgressfon of my people he had the 
stroke." (Isaiah 53:8) When JCSllS was fmally taken by 
his enemies, these religious o pposers applied "restraint" 
in the way Ihey dealt with hi m, It was not that they 
held back from expressing their hntred bllt thnt they re­
strained, or withheld, Justice, In Its rendering o f Isniah 
53:8, the Greek Septuagillt says "humiliation" Instead of 
"restraint." j esus' enemll'S hum iliated h im by withhold­
in g the fair treatment to which cvt.'n a co mmo n crim inal 
was entitled, The trial of j esus madea mockery of justice. 
How so? 

27 In their determination to set rid of jesus, Ule j ew­
ish religious leaders broke their own rule:;. According to 

26. In whll! way was "reSlrIllnl" applied by jcsus' opposers? 
27, When the Jewish rcll8lOu$ lellders werc ('ollductlng jesus' Irlal, 
what ru les dId the)' lsnorc, and In what wa),s did they l)leak God's 
Law7 

"He would not open his mouth" 
Detail lrom ~Ecu Homo· by A!>tonlo Olt.1 

• 
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tradition, the Sanhedrin cou ld try a capital case only in 
the hall of hevm stones In the temple precincts, not in 
the high priest's house. Such a trial had to be held dur­
ing the day, not after sundown. And in a capital casc, 
a guilty verdict had to be announced the day following 
the condusion of the hearing. Hence, no trials could be 
held on the eve of a Sabbath or a festiva l. These rules 
were all ignored in the case of Jesus' trial. (Matthew 
26:57-68) Even worse, the religious leaders flagrantly 
broke God's Law as they handled the case. For exam­
ple, they resorted to bribery to entrap Jesus. (Deuteron­
omy 16:19; Luke 22:2-6) They gave heed to bearers of 
false witness. (Exodus 20:16; Mark 14:55, 56) And they 
conspired to release a murderer, thereby bringing blood­
guilt upon themselves and their land. (Numbers 35:31-
34; Deuteronomy 19:11-13; Luke 23:16-25) Hence, there 
was no "judgment," no fair trial resulting in a correct, 
impartial ruling. 

28 Did Jesus' enemies investigate to see who the man 
on trial before them really was? Isaiah asks a similar 
question: "Who will concern himself even with the de­
tails of his generation?" The word "generation" may re­
fer to one's descent, o r background. When Jesus was on 
trial before the Sanhedrin, its members did not take into 
account his background-that he fulfilled the require­
ments for the promised Messiah. Instead, they accused 
him of blasphemy and held him liable to death. (Mark 
l4:64) Later, the Roman governor Pontius Pilate yield­
ed to pressure and sentenced Jesus to be impaled. (Luke 
23:13-25) Thus Jesus, at just 33 1/2 years of age, "was sev­
ered," or cut off, in the midst of h is life. 

28. What did Jesus' enemies fa ll to take Into account? 
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29 Concerning the Messiah's death and burial, Isaiah 
next writes: "He will make his burial place even with the 
wicked ones, and with the rich class in his death, despite 
the fact that he had done no' violence and there was no 
deception in his mouth." ( Isaiah 53:9) How, in his death 
and burial, was jesus with the wicked as well as with the 
rich? On Nisan 14, 33 CE., he died on the execution 
stake outside the walls of jerusalem. Since he was im­
paled between two evildoers, in a sense his burial place 
was with the wicked ones. (Luke 23:33) However, after 
jesus died, joseph, a wealthy man from Arimathea, mus­
tered up the courage to ask Pilate for permission to take 
down jesus' body and bury it. Along with Nicodemus, 
joseph prepared the body for burial and then placed it in 
a newly excavated tomb that belonged to him. (Matthew 
27:57-60; john 19:38-42) So jesus' burial place was also 
with the rich class. 

'Jehovah Too k Delight in Crushing Him' 

30 Next Isaiah says something startling: "Jehovah him­
self took delight in crushing him; he made him sick. If 
you wilf set his soul as a guilt offering, he wifl see his off­
spring, he wiJI prolong his days, and in his hand what is 
the delight of Jehovah will succeed. Because of the trou­
ble of his soul he wiJf see, he wiff be satisfied. By means of 
his knowledge the righteous one, my servan t, wiIJ bring 
a righteous standing to many people; and their erro rs 
he himself will bear." (Isaiah 53: 10, 11) How couldjeho­
vah possibly take delight in seeing this fait hfu l servant 

29. How was it that jesus' burial was "With the wicked ones· and 
"with the rIch class"? 
30. In what sense did jehovah take delight in crushing jesus? 
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crushed'! Clearly. Jehovah did not r)(~rsonally inflict suf­
fer ing upon his dear Son. Jesus' enemit'S were fully re­
sponsible fo r what they did to him. Bul Jehovah permit­
ted them to act crue1ly. Uohn 19:11) I:or what reason? 
Surely the God of empathy and tender compassion was 
pained to see his innocent Son suffer. (Isajah 63:9; Lu ke 
1 :77, 78) Jehovah ,vas certainly not displeased in any 
way wit h Jesus. Even so, Jehovah took delight In his 
$on's willingness to suffer because of all the blessings 
lhat would result from it. 

31 For o ne thing, Jehovah set Jesus' soul as "a guilt o f­
fering." Hence, when Jesus ascended back to heaven, he 
entered Jehovah's presence bearing the merit of his sac­
rificed human life as a gUilt offering, and Jehovah Wil~ 
pleased to accept it in behalf of all mankind. (Hebrews 
9:24; 10:S- 14) By means of his gu ilt offering, Jesus ac­
q uired "offspring." As "Eternal Father," he Is able to give 
li fe- eternal life- to those who exercise fait h In his shed 
blood. (Isaiah 9:6) After aU the tro uble that Jesus wen t 
th rough as a human soul, how satisfying it must be for 
him to have the prospect of delivering mankind from 
sin and death! Of course, It must be even m ore satisfy­
ing for him to know that h is integrity provided his heav­
enly rather with an answer to the taunts of His Adver­
sary, Satan the Devil.-Proverbs 27:11. 

32 Another b lessing that resu lts from Jesus' deat h is thai 
he brings "a righ teous standing to many," even now. He 
does so, says Isaiah, "by means o f his knowledge." Evl-

31. (3) In wllal way did Jehovah SC! Jesu~' 501,11 as -a guilt offcring~1 
(b)Aflcr ali the trouble t hat jcsl,ls experienced as it hu man, What m ust 
be particularly satisfyIng lor him? 
32. By mcans o f what - knowledge» dOC'S Jesus bring Ha rlShtl"OU~ 

n andlng 10 many, H and to whom does this standing come? 



den tly, this Is knowledge th at 
j esus acqu ired by bCl'Oming 
a man and suffering un just­
ly fo r h is obed ience to Gbd, 
(Hebrews 4:15) I-laving suf­
fered to the poi nt of deat h, 
j esus was able to provide the 
sacrifice needed to help oth­
ers acquire a righ teous stand­
Ing. To whom docs this righ­
teous standing come? First, 
t'o his anoi nted fo llowers. Be­
cause they exercise faith in 
j esus' sacr ifice, Jehovah de­
ciares them righ teous with a 
view to adoptl ng I hem as 
sons nne! milking them jo int 
hei rs with jeslis. (Romans 5: 
19; 8: 16, 17) Then, "a greilt 
crowd" of "other sheep" ex­
erelse fai th In jesus' shed 
blood and enjoy a righteous 
standi ng wit h a view to be­
Ing friends of God and sur­
vivors of Armageddon.-Rev­
elation 7:9; 16:14, 16; John 
10: 16; jnmes 2:23, 25. 

33 Finally, Is.liah describes 

"He poured out his soul 
to the very death" 

the triumphs of the Messiah: "For that reason I sholl 
deal him a portion among the many, and it will be with 

33, 3". (a) What do we Icarn IlboUl Jchovah that warOlS our hearts? 
(b) Who art!: "t h~ many~ among IY ho m the Messianic Servant re­
cclvtJ "a po r tlon~7 



JEHOVAH 'S SERVANT 
How Jesus Fulfilled the Role 

PROPHECY EVENT FULFILLMENT 

lSi!. 52:13 Elevated and exalted Acts 2:34-36, 
Phil. 2:8-11; 1 Pet. 3:22 

Isa.52:14 Misrepresented and Matt. l1 :19; 
dbO"edlted 27:39-44,63,64; 

John 8:48; 10:20 

Isa.52:15 Start led many Matt. 24:30; 
nations 2Thess. 1 :6-10; Re v, 1:7 

Isa.53:1 Not believed in John 12:37, 38; 
Rom.lO:l1 , 16, 17 

Isa. 53:2 Human beginning luke 2:7; John 1 :46 
humble and 
unpretentious 

ba,53:3 Despised and Matt. 26:67; luke 23: 
rejected 1a-25; John 1 :10, 11 

lsa. 53:4 Carried our Matt. 8:16, 17; 
sicknesses luke 8:43-48 

Isa.53:5 Pierced John 19:34 

Isa.53:6 Suffered for the 1 Pet. 2:21 -25 
errors of others 

Isa.53:7 Quiet and Matt.27:11 -14; 
uncomplaining Mark 14:60, 61; 
before accusers Acts 8:32, 3S 

Isa .53:8 Uniustly tried and Matt. 26:57·68; 27:1 , 2, 
condemned 11 ·26; John 18:12-14, 

19·24, 28·40 

Isa.53:9 8uried with the rich Matt. 27:57-60; 
John 19;38-42 

Isa.53:10 Soul setasa Heb. 9:24; 10:5-14 
guilt offering 

Isa . 53:11 Opened the way for Rom. 5:18, 19; 
many to acquire a 1 Pet. 2:24; Rev. 7:14 
righteous standing 

lsa.53 :12 Reckoned with Matt. 26:55, 56; 27:38; 
sinners Luke 22;36, 37 
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the mighty ones that he will apportion the spoil, due to 
the fact that he poured out his soul to the very death, 
and it was with the transgressors that he was count­
ed in; and he himself carried the very sin of many peo­
ple, and for the transgressors he proceeded to interpose. " 
- Isaiah 53:J2. 

34 The closing words of this part of Isaiah's prophecy 
teach something hearh\larming about Jehovah: He val­
ues those who remain loyal to him. This is indicated by 
the promise that he will "deal" the Messianic Servant "a 
portion among the many." These words are apparently 
derived from the custom of dividing spoils of war. Jeho­
vah appreciates the loyalty of lithe many" faithful ones 
of ancient times, including Noah, Abraham, and Job, 
and he has reserved "a portion" for them in his com­
ing new world. (Hebrews 11: 13-16) Similarly, he will deal 
out a portion to his Messianic Servant. Indeed, Jehovah 
will not Jet his integrity go unrewarded. We too can rest 
assured that Jehovah will not 'forget a Uf work and the 
love we show for hi s name.'- Hebrews 6:10. 

35 God's Servant will also gain spoils of war by victo­
ry over his enemies. He will share these spoils with "the 
mighty ones." In the fulfillment, who are "the mighty 
ones"? They are the first diSCiples of Jesus to conquer 
the world as he did- the 144,000 citizens of "the isra­
el of God." (Galatians 6: 16; John 16:33; Revelation 3:2 1; 
14:1 ) What, then, are the spoils? Evidently, these lnclude 
the "gifts in men," whom Jesus wrenches from Satan's 
control, as it were, and gives to the Christian congrega­
tion. (Ephesians 4:8-12) The 144,000 "mighty ones" are 

3S. Who are "the mitlhty on('S ~ with whom Jesus 5hare~ the spoils, 
and what are the spoUs? 



214 ISIlhl/l 's Prop/!ccy- LiShl {or All Mlw kl ,ul ll 

also given a portion of another spoil. By reason of thei r 
victory over the world, they wrest from Satan any basis 
for taunting God. Their unbreakable devotion to Jeho­
vah exalts him, making his heart re joice, 

36 Jesus was aware that he was fulfilli ng the prophecy 
about God's Servant. On the night of b.is arrest, he quot­
ed the words recorded at Isaiah 53: 12 and applied them 
to himself: NI tell you that this which is written must be 
accomplished in me, namely. 'And he was recko ned with 
lawless ones.' For that which concerns me is having an 
accomplishment." (Luke 22:36, 37) Sadly. Jesus was in· 
deed treated like a lawless one. He was executed as a law­
breaker, impaled between rnro robbers. (Ma rk 15:27) Yet, 
he wilJingly bore this reproach , knowing fu lJ well that 
he was Interceding for us. lie stood, in effect, between 
sinners and the stroke of the death penalty, and he reo 
ceived the blow himself. 

37 The historical record of Jesus' li fe and death en· 
abies us to make an unmistakable identification: Jesus 
Christ is the Messianic Servant of Isaiah's prophecy. How 
thankful we should be that Jehovah was willing to let his 
dear Son fulfill the prophetic role o f the Servant, suffer­
ing and dying that we might be redeemed from sin and 
death ! Jehovah thus showed great love fo r us. Romans 
5:8 says: "God recommends his own love to us in that, 
whlle we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." How grate­
ful we should also be to Jesus Christ, the exalted Servant, 
who willingly poured out his soul to the very death! 

36. Was Jesus al"are that he was ful filling the prophecy about God's 
Servant? Explain. 
37. (a) The h istorical record of Jesus' life and death enables us 10 
make what Identificatio n? (b) Why shou ld I"I! be thankful to Jeho­
vah God and to his exalted Servant, Jesus Christ? 



CHAPTER FIFTEEN 

The Barren Woman Rejoices 

[sala n 54:1-17 

SAW -I longed to bear ch ildren. Sadly, she was barren, 
and that pai ned her greatly. In her day, barren ness was 
viewed as a rcpro:lch, but there was more to Sarah's pain 
than that. She yearned to see God's pro m ise to her hus­
band fu lfi lled. Abraham was to father a seed that would 
be a blessing to aU famill es of the earth. (Genesis 12: 
1-3) However, decades afte r God had made that prom­
ise, there was stili no child. Sarah grew old and remained 
ch ild less. At times, she may have wondered if her hopes 
had been in vain. One day, though, her despa ir turned to 
joy! 

2 Sarah's plight hel ps us to understand the prophecy re­
corded in Isaiah chapter 54. ThereJerusalem is addressed 
as if she were a barren wo man who comes to know the 
great jay of having many children. By picturing his an­
cient people collectively as his wife, Jehovah shows his 
tender feel ings toward them. Mo reover, this chapte r of 
1s.1iah helps us to unravel a cnldal aspect of what the Bi­
ble calls a "sacred secret." (Romans 16:25,26) The identi­
ty o f the "womanH and her experiences fo retold in this 
prophecy shed Importan t ligh t on pure worship today. 

1. Why did Sarah long 10 bear children, and what was her experi­
ence in this regard ? 
z. Why should the prophK)' recorded In isaiah chapler 54 Inter­
esl US? 
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The "Woman" Identified 

3 Chapter 54 opens on a happy note: "'Cry out joyful­
ly, you barren woman that did not give blrthl Become 
cheerful with a joyful outcry and cry shrilly. you that had 
no childbirth pains, for the sons of the desolated one 
are more numerous thon the sons of the woman wilh a 
husba"dly owner, ' Jehovah has said,'" (Isaiah 54: 1) How 
thrilled Isaiah must be to speak these words! And what 
comfort their fulfillment will bring to Ihe Jews exJled in 
Babylon ! At that ti me Jerusalem wi ll still be lying deso­
late. From a human standpoint. there will seem to be no 
hope that" she will ever again be populated, Just as a bar­
ren woman could not normally hope to bear children in 
her old age. But this "woman" has a great blessing in her 
future-she will become fertile. Jerusalem will be beside 
hersel f with joy. She will again teem with "sons," o r in­
habitants. 

4 Isaiah may not know It, but his prophecy will have 
morc than one fu lfillmen t. The apostle Paul quotes 
from Isaiah chapter S4 and explains that the "woman" 
Signifies something fa r more Important than the carth­
Iy city of jerusalem. He writes: "The jerusalem above i5 
free, and she is our mother." (Galatians 4:26) What 
is this "jerusalem above"? Oearly not the clly of j e­
rusalcm in the Promised Land. That city Is earthly, 
no t "above" in the heavenly realm. "jerusalem above" 
is God's heavenly ","':oman," his organlZ<ltioli of mighty 
spirit cre'ltures. 

3. Why wll1 the barren ~woman· ha\'t reason 10 rejo ice? 
4. (a) !tow does the apostle l'aul help us ~ce Ihat !saloh chaptel 54 
/I1USI have a fulfillment greater Ihan Ihntln S37 H.C.E.? (b) WhM b 
~Jt!ruJlllem a~·? 
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5 How, though, can j ehovclh have IwO symbolic worn­
en-one heavenly and the other eart hly? Is there some 
inconsistency here? Not at all . 111C aposUe Paul shows 
that the answer lies In the prophetic picture provided 
by Abraham's family. (Ga latians 4:22-31; see "The Fam­
ily of Abraham-A Pro phetic Picture," o n page 218.) Sa­
rah, "the free woman" and Abraham's wife, pictures j e­
hovah's wifelike organl7 .. mlon of spirit creatures. Hagar, a 
slave girl and Abraha m 's secondary wife, o r concubine, 
pictures earth ly jerusalem, 

6 With that background, we begin to sec the profound 
Significance of Isaiah 54: I. After decades o f barrenness, 
Sarah bore Isaac when she was 90 yea rs o ld. Similar­
ly, Jehovah's heavenly organ ization went th rough a long 
period of barrenness, Way back In Eden, jehovah prom­
ised that his "woman" would produce the "seed." (Gene­
sis 3: 15) Over 2,000 yca~ later, Jehovah made his cove­
nant with Abraham regarding the Seed of promise. But 
God's heavenly "wom;HlH had to walt many, many morc 
centuries before prod ucing that Seed, Stili, the time came 
when the children of this once "barren woman" were 
more numerous than those of fleshly Israel. The Illustra­
tion of the barren woman helps us to see why the angels 
v.-ete so eager to witness the arrival of the foretold Seed. 
(1 Peter 1:12) When did that Fmally happen? 

7 j esus' b irth as a human child was certainly an 
occasio n fo r re jo ici ng amo ng the angels, (Luke 2:9-14) 
But that was not the even t foretold at Isaiah 54:1. OnJy 

5. In t he symbolic drama OUtllnl'll at Galatians 4:22·31, who b pic­
tured by (a) Abraham1 (b) Sarah1 (c) Isaac1 (d) Hagar? (e) Ish mael? 
6. In what sense did God's hC.wenly organization u nuel'80 a long pe­
riod o f barrenness? 
7, When d Id -Jerusalem llbo\'t~ hD ve occasIon to l'tlolcc, as fOr('told 
at lul .. h 5'1:1. Dnd why do )"Ou so .uuwer? 
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The Family of Abraham 
- A Prophet ic Picture 

The apostle Paul explained that the fami ly of 
Abraham serves as a sym bolic d rama, a prophet­
ic picture of Jehovah's relationship w ith his heaven­
ly orga nization and with the earthly nation o f Israel 
under the Mosaic law covenant.- Galatians 4:22-31. 

Ab ra ha m, as fa mily head, re presents Jehova h 
God. Abraham's w illingness to offer up his dear son 
Isaac as a sacrifice foreshadows Jehovah's willing­
ness to offer up his own beloved Son as a sacrifice for 
mankind's si ns .-Genesis 22:1-13; John 3:16. 

Sa rah pictu res God 's heaven ly "wife," his organi­
zation of spirit beings. That heaven ly organization 
is aptly described as Jehova h's wife, for she is in­
tim ately associated with Jehovah, is subservient to 
his headship, and is fully cooperative In fulfilling his 
purposes. She is also ca lled " Jerusa lem above." (Ga­
latians 4:26) The same "WOman" is ment ioned at 
Genesis 3: 15, and she is depicted in vision at Revela­
tion 12:1 -6, 13-17. 

when Jesus was begotten with holy spirit in 29 C.E. did 
he become a spiritual son of "Jerusalem above," publicly 
acknowledged by God himself as h is "Son, the beloved." 
(Mark 1:10, 11; Hebrews 1:5; 5:4, 5) It waS then that God 's 
heavenly "woman" had cause for rejo id ng, in fulfill ment 
of Isaiah 54:1. At last she had produced the promised 
Seed, the Messiah! Her centuries of barrenness were over. 
That, however, was not the end of her rejoidng. 
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Isaac typ ifies the sp iritual Seed of God's wom­
an. Prima rily, th is is Jesus Chri st. Howeve r, the 
seed also came to include Christ 's anointed broth­
ers, who are adopted as spiritual sons and become 
Joint heirs with Christ.-Romans 8:15-17; Galatians 3: 
16.29. 

Hagar, Abraham's secondary wife, or concubine, 
was a slave. She aptly pictures earthly Jerusa lem, 
where the Mosaic Law code held sway, exposing all 
of Its adherents as slaves to sin and death. Paul said 
that HHaga r means Sina i, a mountain in Arabia," be­
cause the law covenant was established there.- Ga­
latians 3: 10, 13; 4:25. 

Ishmael, Haga r's son, p ictures the first-century 
Jews, the sons of Jerusalem still enslaved to the Mo­
saic Law. As Ishmael persecuted Isaac, so those Jews 
persecuted the Christians, who were anointed sons 
of the fjg urative Sa rah, the "Jerusa lem above." And 
just as Abraham sent Hagar and Ishmae l away, Jeho­
vah ul timately cast off Jerusa lem and her rebellious 
sons.-Matthew 23:37, 38. 

Numerous Sons for the Barren Woman 

8 After Jesus' death and subsequent resurrection, God's 
heavenly "woman" rejoiced to receive this favored 
Son back as "the fi rstborn from the dead." (Colossians 
l:18) Then she began to produce more Spiritual sons. 

8. Why did God'~ heavenly ~woman· have reason 10 rejoice after 
producing Iht! promised Seed? 
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At Pentecost 33 C.E., abo ui 120 o r Jesus' followers were 
ano inted with holy spirit, thereby being adopted as 
Ch rist's joint heirs. Later thaI day ,I fu rther 3,000 were 
added. Uohn 1;12; Act ... 1:13· 15; 2: 1-4, 41; Ro mans 8: 14-
16) This body of sons continued to grow. During the ear· 
ly centuries of Christendo m's apostasy, the growth 
SiOWl'(i to II tr ickle. I'lowever, lllat was to change in the 
20th century. 

9 Isaiah goes on to prophesy aboll t n period of remark­
able growth : "Make the place of your tent more spacious. 
And let them stretch out the tent cloths of your grand tab­
ernacle. Do not hold bock. Lengthen out your tent cords, 
and make those lent pins of yours strong. For to the right 
and to the left you will break fortll, ond your own off­
spring will take possessloll even of nations, and they will 
inhabit even the desolated cities, Do not be afraid, for you 
wil/not be put to slwme; and do not (eel humiliated, (or 
you will not be disappoillted, For you will forget even the 
shame of your lime of youth, and the rew oach of your 
continuous widowhood YOLI will remember flO more." 
- lsaiaIl54:Z·4. 

10 Here Jerusalem is addressed as If she were a wife and 
mother dwelling in tents, just like Sarah. When blessed 
with a growing famil y, It Is time (or such a mother to see 
to the expansion of her home. She net'Cls to put up longer 
len t cloths and cords and SCl.'I.IfC the lent pins in their new 
positions. This is happy wo rk for her, and at such a busy 

9, 10. What woule! the Ins trucllun 10 'make lile phlee of the tcnt 
mOTe spacious' mean If) U ICllt .dwelllng wom:Hlln IlOdent times, and 
why is thiS a time o f loy fo r ",uell It wOlllnn? 

After his baptism, Jesus was anointed with holy spirit, and 
Isaiah 54: ' began to have its most Important fulfillment 
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time, she may easily forget the years she spent wondering 
anxiously whether she would ever bear children to carry 
on the family line. 

11 Earthly Jerusalem was blessed with such a time of re­
newal after the Babylonian exile. "Jerusalem above" has 
been even more blessed.* Particularly since 1919, her 
anointed "offspring" have flourished in their newly re­
stored spiritual condition. (Isaiah 61:4; 66:8) They 'took 
possession of nations' in that they spread abroad Into 
many lands to seek out all those who would join their 
spiritual family. As a result, explosive growth occurred 
in the gathering of the anointed sons. Their final 
number of 144,000 appeared to be filled sometime in the 
mid-1930's. (Revelation 14:3) At that time the focus of the 
preaching work ceased to be the gathering of the anoint­
ed. Still, expansion did not stop with the anointed. 

12 Jesus himself foretold that besides his "little flock" 
of anointed brothers, he would have "other sheep" that 
must be brought into the sheepfold of true Christians. 
(Luke 12:32; John 10:16) Though not among the anoint­
ed sons of "Jerusalem above," these faithful companions 
of the anointed fill an important and long-prophesied 
role. (Zechariah 8:23) From the 1930's until today, a 

• According to Re,'e lation 12: 1- 17, God's Nwoman" was greatly 
blessed by giving birth to a most Important "oflsprlng"-not an Indi­
vidual spirl! son, but the Messianic Klngdom In heaven. This birth 
occurred in 1914. (See Revelation- Its Gmnd Climax At Hand!, pag­
es 177-86.) Isaiah's prophecy focuses on the loy she feels as a result 
of God's blesSIng on her anointed son~ on earth. 

11. (a) How was God's heavenly llwoman" blessed In 19141 (See 
footnote.) (b) from 1919 onward. what blessing have the anointed 
on earth experienced? 
12. In addit ion to the anointed, who have been gathered In to the 
Christian congregation since the 1930's? 
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"great crowd" of them have been gathered, resulting In 
unprecedented expansion of the Christian congregation. 
(Revelation 7:9, 10) Today that great crowd numbers well 
into the mililons. All this expansion has created an ur­
gent need for more Kingdom Halls, Assembly 1·lalls, and 
branch complexes. Isaiah's words seem ever more apt. 
What a privilege to be part of that foreto ld expansion! 

A Mother Who Cares fo r Her Offspring 

13 We have seen that in the greater fu lfillment, the 
"woman" of the prophecy represents Jehovah's heaven­
ly organization. But after reading Isaiah 54:4, we may 
wonder how that organization of spirit creatures has ever 
suffered shame or reproach. The ensuing verses say that 
God's "woman" will be rejected, afflicted, and subjected 
to attack. She will even provoke God's indignation. How 
can such things apply to an organization of perfect spirit 
creatures who have never sinned? The answer lies in the 
nature of family. 

14 Jehovah uses family relationships-husband and wife, 
mother and children-to convey profound spiritual truths 
because such symbols are meaningful to humans. Re­
gardless of the extent or quality of our own family expe­
riences, we likely have an idea of what a good marriage 
or a good parent-child relationship ought to be. How viv­
idly, then, Jehovah teaches us that he has a warm, inti­
mate, and trusting relationship with his vast tmongs of 
spirit servants! And how impressively he teaches us that 
his heavenly organization cares for its spirit-anointed off­
spring on earth! When the human servants suffer, the 

13, 14. (a) What apparent diffiCulty Is seen In connection with 
some of th~ expressions directed to God's heavenly "woman"? 
(b) What Insights can we gain from God's illustrative use of family 
relationships? 
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faithfu l heavenly servan ts, "Jerusalem above," !'iltner. Slm~ 

11arly, Jesus said: "To the extent that )'OU did it to one or 
the least of these my [spirit ... ;mointed l brothers, YOll did it 
to me,N-Matthew 25:40. 

IS Not surprisingly, then, much o f what is said to Jeho­
va h's hcavenly "woman H renects thc experiences o f her 
children on earth . Consider these words: '''Your Grand 
Maker is your husbandly owner; Jehovoh of armies being 
IIis nome; and the Holy One of Israel is your Repurchas­
er. The God of tile wllole earth he will be called. for Jeho­
vah caf/ed you as if you were a wife left entirely ond hurt 
ill spirit, and as a wife of tile time of youth wllo was tllen 
rejected,' your God has said." - Isaiah 54:5, 6. 

16 Who is the wife here addressed? In the initial (ll!flll .. 

ment, it is Jerusalem, representing God's people. During 
their 70 .. year exile in Babylo n, they will feci as if Jehova h 
has rc jectL'<:1 them and left them entirely. [n the gre;lt'er 
fulfIll ment, the \ ... ·ords refer to "Jerusulem 'Ibove" lllld her 
experience of finally producing the "sced" In ful rlllment 
of Genesis 3 :15. 

Momentary Discipline, Ete rnal Ulessings 

17 The prophecy continues: '''for a little moment I left 
you entirely, but with great mercies I sllOlI collect you to­
gether. With a flood of indignation f concealed my face 
from you for but a moment, but with loving-killdness to 
time indefinite I will have mercy upon you,' your Repur­
C#JOser, Jehovah has soid." (Isaiah 54:7, 8) Earthly Jerusa­
lem is inundated by "a flood" o f God's indignation when 

IS, 16. What is the initial fulfillment of Is.alah 54;S, 6, and what I' 
t he greater fulfillment? 
17. (01) Ilow will earth ly Jerus.aJem experiellcc -a flood- o f divi ne In­
d1X11311on? (b) What "flood" did the sons of ~Jerusatclll llbove CII· 
pcrlcnce? 
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the It lbylonlill1 forces attack In 607 B.e £. Iler 70 years in 
exile might sccm a long time. Still, such trials last "for but 
a moment" when compared with the ctcrnal blessings 
In store for those who respond well to the discipline. Sim­
Ilarly, the anointed sons of ~Jerus..'lem above" felt as If 
they had been ovcn .... helmcd by "a flood" of divine wrath 
when Jehovah nllO\ved them 10 come under attack by pe­
litical clements al the instigation o f Babylo n the Great. 
Uut how brief thai disciplinary measure later seemed, in 
l.Untrast wi th the era or spirltu:t1 blesSings that have fol­
lowed since 1919! 

18 TIlt'Se verses express another great tnllh-God's wrath 
Is Occtlng, but his mercy lasts forever. IUs anger blaz· 
es agillnst wrongdoing, but it Is always m ntrollcd, al­
ways purposeful. And If we :K'ccpt Jehovilh's dlscipUne, 
his anger lasts "for but a mo ment," then subsides. It is 
replaced by his "g reat merdes"- hls rorgiveness and his 
lovl ng·klndness. These last "to time Ill(lefinite." When we 

18. Whllt hUIKJrtnnt prInciple (Hil lIC dbccrned r<.-gm'(lIng)ehovah's 
wrath 118alrl~1 his ]X.'Opie, lind how mighllhl5 l1ITect us personally? 

l el lOlla/! caIJcealed his face from lerusalem 
""or bllt a moment'" 



commit a sin, then, we should never hesitate to repent 
and seek to make amends with God. If Ihe sin is of a seri­
ous natu re, we sho uld approach the congregation elders 
immediately. Uames 5: ]4) True, disdpll ne may be need­
ed, and that can be hard to take. (Hebrews 12: 1 I) But it 
will be brief when compared with the eternal blessings 
that flow from receivi ng the fo rgiveness o f Jehova h God! 

19 Jehovah now o ffers his people comforti ng reassur-
ance: " 'This is just as the days of Noah to me. Just as IllOve 
sworn that the waters of Noah shall flO more pass over 
the earth, so , have sworn that' wifl not become indig­
nant toword you nor rebuke you. For tile mountains them­
selves may be removed, and the very hills may stogger, but 
my loving-kindness itself will not be removed from you, nor 
will my covenant of peace itself stagger; ' Jehovah, tile One 
having mercy upon you, has said." (Isaiah 54:9, 10) After 
tlu' Deluge, God made a covenant-sometimes known as 
the rainbow covenant-with Noah and every other living 
soul. Jehovah promised that no more would he br ing de­
struction upon the ea rth by means of a global flood. 
(Genesis 9:8-17) What does that mean to Isaiah .md his 
people? 

20 It is comforting to know that the punishment they 
must suffer- the 70-year exile in Babylon- will occu r o nly 
once. When it is over, it will happen no more. Thereaf­
ter, God's "covenant o f peace" will be In effect. The He­
brew word for "peace" co nveys not jllst the absence of 
war but also well-being o f every kind. On God's part this 
covenant is permanen t. Sooner will lhe h ills and moun­
tains vanish than his loving-kindness toward his r.lithfu l 

19, 20. (a) What is the rainbow covenant, and how b It relevant to 
the e}[lles In Babylon? (b) The · covenant of peace~ atTo rds what as· 
suranct' 10 3nointed Christians today7 
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people end. Sadly, his ea rthly nation will u ltim<ltely fdil to 
live up to their side of the covenant and will shatter their 
own peace by re jecting the Messiah. The sons of "Jerusa­
lem above," however, fa red much better. Once their d if­
f1cuJ t period of discipline was over, they were assured of 
d ivi ne protection. 

The Spiritual Security of God 's People 

21 Jehovah goes on to foretell securIty fo r his faithful 
people: "0 woman afflicted, tempest-tossed, uncomfort­
ed, here I am laying with liard morlar your stones, and I 
will lay your foundation with sapphires. And I wiIJ make 
your battlements of rubies, and your gates of fiery glow­
ing stones, and all your boundaries of delightsome stones. 
And all your sons wiIJ be persolJS taught by Jehovah, and 
the peace of your sons wiIJ be abundatlr, You wiff prove to 
be firmly established in righteoustless itself. You will be far 
away from oppression- for you will fear tlOtle-and from 
anything terrifyillg, for It wiff flat come near you. If anyone 
should at all make atl attack, It will nat be at my orders. 
Whoever is mak;tlg an attack upon you will fall even on 
account of you." -Isaiah S4: 11 - IS. 

Z2 O f course, Jehovah 's "woman" In the spiri t realm has 
never been directJy aftllcted o r tempesH ossed. But she 
suffered when her anointed "offspring" on earth suffered, 
especially when they were In spiritual captivity during the 
1918-19 period. Converse ly, when the heavenly "woman" 
is exalted, this reflects a similar state prevalilng among 
her offspring. Consider, theil, the glowing description 
of "Jerusa lem above." The preclolls stones on the gates, 

21, 22. (a) Why Is "Jcruultm Htxw~ ~ said to be afflicted and 
tempest-tossed? (b) What would the ble~ed condit ion of God's heav­
enly · woman" signify regarding her · offsprlng" on eanh? 
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the costly "hard mortar/ the foun dations, and even the 
boundaries suggest, as o ne reference work notes, "beau ty, 
magnificence, puri ty, strength, and soUd lty.H What would 
lead anoin ted O u istians to such a secure and blessed con­
dition? 

23 Verse 13 of Isaiah chapter 54 provides the key-all will 
be "taught by Jehovah ." Jesus himself applied the words 
of this verse to his anointed followers. Uohn 6:45) The 
prophet Daniel foretold that during this "time of the 
end," the anointed would be blessed with an abundance 
o f true knQ\vledge and spiritual insigh t. (Daniel 12:3. 4) 
Such insight has en abled them to spearhead the greatest 
educational campaign in history, spreading divine teach­
ing In all the earth. (Matthew 24:14) At the sam e time, 
such insight has helped them to see the difference be­
tween true religion and false. Isaiah 54:12 mentions 
"boundaries o f delightsome stones." Since 1919, Jehovah 
has given the anoInted an ever d earer understanding of 
the boundaries- the lines of spiritual dCI111Ircatlo n- set­
ting them apart from fal se religion and ungodly elemen ts 
of the world . (Ezekiel 44:23;Joho 17: 14; James 1:27) They 
arc thus set apart as God's own people.- l Peler 2:9. 

24 Thus, each o f us does well to ask himself, 'Am I be­
ing taught by Jehovah?' We do not rea!ive such teaching 
automatically. We must put fo rth effo rt. If we read God's 
Word regularly and meditate upon it and i f we take 
in instruction by reading the Bible-based li terature pub­
lished by "the fai thful and d iscreet slave" and by prepar­
ing (or and attending Christian meetings, we will indeed 

Z:i. lil) Delng - taught by JehO\'ah- has had whal elTl'Ct upon anoint­
ed Christians In the liI$l days? (b) In what !>Cn!iC! ha~~ God's people 
been bles~ ... ·lIh -boundaries o f dl'lighlsomc stoncs"1 
N . How may we ensure t hat we are tilught by )chovah1 
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be taught by Jehovah. (Matthew 24:45-47) If we endeav­
o r to apply what we learn and remain spiritually awake 
and watchful. divi ne teaching w J\l set us apart as differ­
ent from those In this godlesS world. (1 Peter 5:8, 9) Bet­
ter stili, It will help us "draw close to Cod."-James 1:22· 
25; 4,8. 

2.~ Isaiah's propht.'C)' also shows that the anointed are 
blessed with abundant peace. Does this mean that they 
are never under attack? No, but God gives the as­
surance that he will neither order such attacks nor aUow 
them to succeed . We read: "'Look! I myself have created 
the croft5man, the one blowing upon the fire of charcoal 
and bringing forth a weapon as his workmanship. I my· 
self, too, have created the ruinous man for wrecking work. 
Any weapon whatever that will be formed against you will 
llave no success, and any tongue at all that will rise up 
against you In the judgment you will condemn. This is the 
Ileredltory possession of tile servants of Jehovah, and their 
righteousness is from me,' Is the utterance of Jehovah. " 
- Isaiah 54:16, 17. 

26 Fo r the second time In this chapter of Isaiah, Jehovah 
reminds his servants that he is the Creator. Earlier, he tells 
his symbo lic wife that he Is he.r "Grand Maker." Now he 
says that he Is the Creator of aU mankind. Ver.;e 16 de­
scribes a metalwo rker blowing on the coals of his forge 
as he creates his weapo ns o f destruction and a warrio r, a 
"ru ino us man for wrecking work." Such men might pre­
sen t a frighteni ng picture to fellow humans, but how can 
they pOSSib ly hope to prevail agai nst their own Creato r? 

25. What doe~ God's promise o f pl.'ace mei'l ll for his people in mod­
ern limo? 
26. Why b It reassuring to Imow that Jel\()\'ah Is the Creator o f all 
mankind? 
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So today, even when the most powerful forces of th is 
world C'l il ack Jehovah's people, they will have no chance 
o f ultimate success. How can that be? 

27 The tlme for ruino us attack agalml God's people an d 
their worship with spirit ilnd truth has pass(.·d. Uohn 4: 
23, 24) Jehovah allowed lJabylon the Greal to Illilkc one 
attack Ihal proved temporarily successful. For a brief mo· 
ment, "Jerusalem above" saw he.r offspring brought to 
ncar silence as the preaching work on Cilr th ground to a 
virtual hall. Never agai n! Now she exu lts over her sons, 
for they Me, In a spiritual sensc, unconquerable, Uoh n 16: 
33; I John 5:4) Oh, there have been weapons of attack 
formed against them, and there will be more. (Revelation 
12: 17) But these have not and wi ll not succeed. Satan pas. 
sesscs no weapon that can quell the faith and burning 
zeal of the anointed and their companio ns. This spiritual 
peace Is Hthe hereditary possession of the servan lS of j e­
hovah," so no one can forc lhly take It away from them. 
- Psal m 118:6; Romans 8:38, 39. 

28 No, nothing that Satan's world can do will ever put a 
stop to the work and endu ring clean worship of God 
by his dedicated servants. TIle anointed offspring of "j e­
rusalem above" have taken g reat comfort in that assur­
ance. Members of the great crowd do the same. The more 
we come 10 know about jehovah's heaven ly o rganization 
and Its deali ngs with h is worshipers on earth, the stron­
ger ou r fai th will be. As long as our faith Is strong, Sata n's 
weapons will prove to be futil e In the fight against us! 

27, l8. or whit can we be sure durin, the'\e trouble(! Ilmtl, alld 
why do\Vt know that Satan's attacks agalllSt lU wUI prove Ineffectlve1 

Can the warrior and the metalworker prevail 
against their Creotor? 





CHAPTER SIXTEEN 

A Message of Hope for 
Downhearted Captives 

Isaiah 55: 1-13 

IT WAS a dark period in judah 's h istory. God's covenant 
people had been forcib ly taken from their homeland and 
now were languishing in captivity in Babylon. Granted, 
they were allowed a measure of freedom to carry on their 
daily affairs. Ueremiah 29:4-7) Some acquired profession­
al skills o r engaged in commercial enterprises.· (Nehemi­
ah 3:8, 31, 32) Nevertheless, life for the jewish captives 
was not easy. They were in bondage, both physically and 
spiritually. Let us see how. 

2 When the Babylonian armies destroyed jerusalem in 
607 S.C.E .. they did more than devastate a nation; they 
also dealt a blow to true worship. They stripped jehovah's 
temple and destroyed it, crippling the priesthood arrange­
ment by taking some of the tribe of Levi captive and put­
ting others to death. With no house of worship, no altar, 
and no organized priesthood, it was impossible for the 
jews to offer sacrifices to the true God as prescribed by the 
Law. 

3 Faithful jews could still preserve their religious identity 

• Many Jewish names have been found In andent BabyJonlan busi­
ness records. 

1. DescrIbe the sItuation of the Jewish exiles in Babylon. 
2, 3. How did the exile affect the Jews' worship of Jehovah? 
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by practicing cirrumcision and following the Law to the 
extent possible. For example, they could abstain from for­
bidden foods and observe the Sabbath. But in doing so, 
they risked the ridicule of ·their captors, for the Babylo­
nians viewed the religious rituals of the Jews as foolish. 
The downhearted condition of the exiles can be seen in 
the psalmist's words: "By the rivers of Babylon-there we 
sat down. We also wept when we remembered Zion. Upon 
the poplar trees in the midst of her we hung our harps. 
For there those holding liS captive asked us for the words 
of a song, and those mocking us-for rejoicing: 'Sing for 
us one of the songs of Zion.' "-Psalm 137:1-3. 

4 To whom, then, could the Jewish captives turn for 
comfort? From where would come their salvation? Cer­
tainly not from any of the surrounding nations! All of 
those were powerless against Babylon's armies, and many 
were hostile to the jews. But the sihlation was not hope­
less.Jehovah, against whom they had rebelled when they 
were a free people, graciously extended a heartening invi­
tation to them, even though they were in exile. 

"Come to the Water" 

5 Through Isaiah, jehovah speaks propheticaUy to the 
jewish captives in Babylon: "Hey there, all you thirsty 
ones! Come to the water. And the ones that have no mon­
ey! Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk even 
without money and without price." (Isaiah 55:1) These 
words are rich in symbolism. For example, consider the 
invitation: "Come to the water." Without water, life is im­
possible. Without that precious liquid, we humans can 

4. Why would It be futile for the Je'ovs to look to other nations for 
deliverance, but to whom could they turn for help? 
S. What Is the significance of the words "come to the water~? 
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survive only for about a week. Hence, it Is flttlng that Je­
hovah uses water as a metaphor fo r the effect that his 
words will have upon the Jewish captives. His message 
witl refresh them, like a cold drink on a ho t day. It wlll ll fl 
them out of their desponden t state of mind, quenching 
their thirst for LIuth and righteousness. And It wi ll Infuse 
them with hope of freedom from captivity. Still, to bene­
fit, the Jewish exiles will have to drink in God's message, 
plly attention to it, and act upon it. 

6 Jehovah also offers "wine and milk." Milk strengt hens 
young bcKlies and helps chi ldren to grow. Similarly, Jeho­
vah's words will strengthen his people spiri tuall)' and en­
able them to fortify their relationship wit h h im. What, 
though, of wine? Wine is often used o n festive occasions. 

6. I low wlU the Jews benefit If they buy ~wlne and milk"? 

Jews witll Cl spir/waltll/rst 
are Invited to "come to 
the water" and to "buy 

wine a lld milk" 



In the Bible, II Is associated with prosperity and re jo ic­
Ing. (Psalm 104: 15) By telling his people to "buy wine," 
j ehovah Is assu ring them that a wholehearted return to 
true worship wil l make them "nothing but loyful."-Deu­
teronomy 16: 15; l'suI1l119:8; Proverbs 10:22. 

7 I low mcrciful of jehovah to offcr such spiritual refresh­
ment to the exllctl j<.'W'sl His coll1pa\.~lon is all the more 
rcmilTkable when we remember the jews' history of way­
wardness and rebellion. It is not Ihallhey are deserving 
o f j ehovah's approval.llowever, the psalmist David wrote 
centuries earlier: "jehovah is merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger and abundan t In lovi ng-kind ness. He will not for 
all lime keep fmdlng fault, neither will he to time indef­
inite keep resentfuL" (PSillm 103:8,9) Far from cutting off 
his people, j ehovah is laki ng the lirst step toward reconcll­
laUo n. Tru ly, he Is a God "delighting in loving-kindness." 
-Micah 7: 18. 

Misplnced Trust 

8 Up until now many jews have nol pu t their full trust 
in Jehovah for salvation. Uefore jerusalem 's fa ll, fo r ex­
ample, her ru lers looked to JX)werful nations (or support, 
prostituting themselves, as II were, both 10 Egypl and to 
1l.1bylon. (Ezekiel 16:26-29; 23:14) With good reason, jer. 
cmiah warned them: "Cursed is the able·bodled man who 
puts his l:rust In earlhli ng man and actually makes flesh 
his arm, and whose heart turns away from jehovah him­
self." Ueremiah 17:5) Yet, that is precisely what God's pe0-
ple did! 

7. Why Is Jthovan's compa.ulon toward 1M txll6 remarkable, and 
what does it ttach us .bout him? 
8. Where hllvf: many 01 the Jews put their truSt , despite what warn· 
tng7 
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9 Now they are enslaved to one of the nations in which 
Ihey had put their trust Have they learned their lesson? 
It may be that many have not, for Jehovah asks: " Why do 
you people keep paying out money for what is not bread, 
and why is your toil for what results in no satisfaction?" 
(Isaiah 55:20) If the captive Jews are trusting in anyone 
other than Jehovah, they are "paying out money fo r what 
is not bread." They will certainly get no release from Balr 
yloll with its policy of never allowing G:1ptiVes 10 return 
home. In truth, Babylon, with her imperialism, commer­
cialism, and false worship, has nothing to offer the exiled 
Jews, 

10 Jehovah implores his people: "Usten intently to me, 
and eat what is good, and let your soul find its exqui­
site delight in fatness itself. fncline your ear and come to 
me. Usten, and your soul will keep alive, and f shaff readi­
ly conclude with you people an indefinitely lasting cove­
nant respecting the loving-kindnesses to David that are 
faithful, N (Isaiah 55:2b, 3) The only hope for these spiri­
tually malnourished people rests with Jehovah, who is 
now prophetically speaking to them through Isaiah. Thejr 
very Jives depend upon listening to God's meSs.lge, for he 
states that by their doing so, their "soul will keep alive." 
What, though, Is the "indefinitely lasting covenant" that 
Jehovah will conclude with those who respond to him? 
That covenant is "respecting the loving-kindnesses to Da­
vid." Centuries earlier, Jehovah promised David that his 
throne would become "firmly established to time indef­
inite." (2 Samuel 7:16) Hence, the "indefinitely lasting 
covenant" mentioned here pertains to rulership. 

9. How ma), many Jews be Npa)ing out money for what is not 
bread"? 
10. (a) How will Jehovah reward the exiled Jews if they listen to 
him? (b) What covenant had Jehovah made with David? 
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A Permanent Heir to an Everlasting Kingdom 

11 Admittedly, the idea of rulership in the line of David 
might seem farfetched to those jewish exiles. They have 
lost their land and even their nationhood! But that is 
just temporary. jehovah has not forgotten his covenant 
with David. No matter how unlikely it seems from a hu­
man standpoint, God's purpose concerning an everlast­
ing Kingdom In David's line will succeed. But how and 
when? In 537 B.C.E., Jehovah releases his people from 
Babylonian captivity and restores them to their home­
land. Does this result in the establishment of an indef­
initely lasting kingdom? No, they continue subject to an­
other pagan empire, Me<io-Persia. "The appointed times" 
for the nations to have their rule have not yet expired. 
(Luke 21:24) With no king in Israel, the promise that Je­
hovah gave to David will remain unfulfilled for centuries 
to come. 

12 More than 500 years after Israel's release from Babylo­
nian captivity, Jehovah took a major step toward fulfill­
ing the Kingdom covenant when he transferred the life of 
his firstborn Son, the beginning of his creative work, from 
heavenly glory into the womb of the]ewish virgin Mary. 
(Colossians 1:15-17) When announcing that event, Jeho­
vah's angel told Mary: "This one will be great and will be 
called Son of the Most High; and jehovah God will give 
him the throne of David his father, and he wlll rule as 
king over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no 
end of his kingdom." (Luke 1:32, 33) So Jesus was born 
into the royal line of David and inherited the right of 

11. Why might the fulftllment of God's promise to David seem far­
fetched to the exiles in Babylon? 
12. What step did Jehovah take toward fulftlling his Kingdom cove­
nant made with David? 
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kingship. Once en throned, Jesus would rule "to l'imc In­
defi nUe." (Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 7: 14) Thus the way was now 
open for the fulfill ment of Jehovah's centuries-old prom­
Ise to give King David a pcrmancnl heir. 

"Commander to the National Groul's" 

13 What will this future king do? Jehovah says: "Look! 
As a witness to the national groups I hove given him, as 
a leader and commander to the national groups. It (150-
ia/l 55:4) When Jesus grew up, he wa.o; )chovah '5 repre­
sentative on earth, God's witness to the nations. During 
his human lifetime, h is ministry was directed to "the lo~1 
sheep o f the house of Israel." However, shortly before his 
ascension to heaven, jesus said to his followers: "Go there­
fore and make disciples of people of all the nations ... 
1.ook! I am with you all the days untiJ the conclusion o r 
the system of Lhings." (Matthew 10:5, 6; 15:24; 28: 19, 20) 
Th us, in time, the Kingdom message was carril,(\ to nOll­
Jews, and some of them shared in the fulfillmen t of the 
covenan t made with David. (I\ct:; 13:46) In th is way, even 
after his death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven, Je­
sus con tinued to be Jehovah 's "witness to the naUona! 
gro ups." 

1--1 Jesus was also to be "a leader and commander." True 
10 this prophetic description, when on earth Jesus fu l­
ly accepted the responsibilities of h is headsh.ip and took 

13. How was Jesus ·a witness to the national groullS- bot h during 
h is minis try and after his 3S«'nsion? 
14, is. (a) How did Jesus pro ... e himself to be "a leader and com· 
mander"? (b) \'/hat prospect was entertalnl.'d by Jcn.IJ' l'i1S1.c:cmUr)' 
followl."u? 

Jesus proved himself "0 leader alld camma/lder'" 
lo tile /lol ionol groups 
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the lead in every respect, attracting huge crowds, teaching 
them words of truth, and indicating the benefits that 
come to those who follow his leadership. (Matthew 4:24; 
7:28, 29; 11:5) He effectively trained his disciples, prepar­
ing them to undertake the preaching campaign that lay 
ahead. (Luke 10: 1-12; Acts 1:8; Colossians 1:23) In just 
three and a half years, Jesus laid the foundation for a uni­
fied, international congregation with thousands of mem­
bers drawn from many races! Only a true "leader and 
commander" could have accomplished such a monu­
mental task." 

15 Those who were gathered to the first-cenhuy Chris­
tian congregation were anointed with God's holy spiri t, 
and they had the prospect of becoming joint rulers with 
Jesus in his heavenly Kingdom. (Revelation 14:1) How­
ever, Isaiah's prophecy looks beyond the days of early 
Christianity. Evidence shows that Jesus Christ did not be­
gin ruUng as King of God's Kingdom until 1914. Shortly 
thereafter, a situation developed among anointed Chris­
tians on earth that had many parallels with that of the 
exiled Jews in the sixth cen tury B.C.E. In fact, what hap­
pened to those Christians constitutes a greater fulfillment 
of Isaiah's prophecy. 

Modern-Day Captivity and Release 

16 Jesus' enth ronement as King in 1914 was marked by 
unprecedented world distress. Why? Because upon be-

~ Jesus continues to oversee the dlsctpJe.maktng work. (Revelation 
14:14-16) Today, Christian men and women view Jesus as the Head of 
the congregatlon. (1 Corinthians 11 :3) And In God's due time, Jesus 
will act as "a leader and commander- In another way, when he di­
rects the decisive battle agaInst God's enem ies at the war of Armaged. 
don.- Revelation 19:19-21. 

16. What distress followed Jesus' enthronement In 1914? 
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coming King, Jesus ousted Satan and the other wicked 
spirit creatures from heaven. Once confined to the earth, 
Satan began waging war against the remaining holy ones, 
the remnant of anointed Christians. (Revelation 12:7-12, 
17) The climax came in 1918 when the public preach­
ing work virtually stopped and responsible officers of the 
Watch Tower Society were imprisoned on false charges 
of sedition. In this way, jehovah's modern-day servants 
went into a spiritual captivity, reminiscent of the phys­
ical captivity of the ancient jews. Great reproach hung 
over them. 

17 However, the captive condition of God's anointed 
servants did not last long. On March 26, 1919, the impris­
oned officers were released, and later all charges against 
them were dropped. Jehovah poured out holy spirit upon 
his liberated people, invigorating them for the work that 
lay ahead. joyfully, they responded to the invitation to 
"take life's water free ." (Revelation 22:17) They bought 
"wine and milk even without money and without price" 
and were spiritually fortified for a marvelous expansion 
that was on the horizon, one that the anointed remnant 
had not foreseen. 

A Great Crowd Runs to God's Anointed 

18 Jesus' disciples entertain one of two hopes. First, 
a "little flock" numbering 144,000 has been gathered 
- anointed Christians of both jewish and Gentile back­
grounds who are "the Israel of God" and have the hope 

17. Ji ow was t he condltlon of the anointed reversed in 1919, and 
how were they then fortified? 
18. What two groups are found amo/lg the disciples of Jesus Christ, 
and what do they form today? 
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of ruling with Jesus in his heavenly Kingdom. (Luke 12: 
32; Galatians 6:16; Revelation 14:1) Second, in the last 
days, "a great crowd" of "other sheep" have mani­
fested themselves. These have the hope of living forev­
er on a paradise earth. Before the outbreak of the 
great tribulation, this multitude-whose number is not 
foreordained-serve alongside the little flock, and both 
groups form "one flock" under "one shepherd."-Revela­
tion 7:9, 10; John 10:16. 

19 The gathering in of this great crowd can be discerned 
in the following words of Isaiah's prophecy: "Look! A na­
tion that you do not know you will calf, and those of a 
nation who have not known you will run even to you, for 
the sake of Jehovah your God, and for the Holy One of Is­
rael, because he will have beautified you." (Isaiah 55:5) 
In the years following their release from spiritual cap­
tivity, the anointed remnant did not at nrst understand 
that before Armageddon they would be Instrumental in 
calling to Jehovah's worship a large "nation." However, 
as time went on, many honesthearted ones who did not 
have a heavenly hope began associating with the anoint­
ed and serving Jehovah with the same zeal as that of the 
anointed. These newcomers took note of the beautified 
condition of God's people, recognizing that Jehovah was 
among them. (Zechariah 8:23) In the 1930's, the anoint­
ed came to understand the real identity of this group, 
whose numbers were growing in their midst. They came 
to discern that a great ingathering work still lay ahead. 
The great crowd was hastening to associate with God's 
covenant people, and with good reason. 

19. How has "a nation" previously unknown to the Israel of God reo 
sponded to the call of that spiritual nation? 
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20 In Isaiah's day, the call went out; "Search for Jehovah, 
you people, while he may be found. Call to him while he 
proves to be near. " (Isaiah 55:6) In our day, these words 
are appropriate, both for those who form the Israel of 
God and for the growing great crowd. Jehovah's blessing 
is not unconditional, nor is his invitation extended in­
definitely. Now is the time to seek God's favor. When the 
appointed time for Jehovah's judgment arrives, it will be 
too late. Hence, Isaiah says: "Let the wicked man leave his 
way, and the harmful man his thoughts; and let him re­
turn to Jehovah, who will have mercy upon him, and to 
our God, for he will forgive in a large way."-Isaiah 55:7. 

21 The phrase "let him return to Jehovah" implies that 
those needing to repent had a relationship with God for­
merly. The expression reminds us that many aspects of 
this part of Isaiah's prophecy have their first application 
with the Jewish captives in Babylon. Centuries before, 
the forefathers of these captives declared their determi­
nation to be obedient to Jehovah when they stated: "It is 
unthinkable, on our part, to leave Jehovah so as to serve 
other gods." (Joshua 24:16) History shows that the "un­
thinkable" did happen-repeatedly! The lack of faith on 
the part of God's people is the reason why they are exiles 
in Babylo n. 

22 What wlll happen if they repent? Through Isaiah, Je­
hovah p romises that he will "forgive in a large way." And 
he adds: "'For the thoughts of you people are not my 

20. (a) In our day. why is it urgent to ·search for Jehovah/ and how 
Is thiS done? (b) How will Jehovah respond to those who search for 
him? 
21. How has the nation of Israel proved unfaithful to the dedara+ 
tion made by their fo refathers? 
22. Why does Jehovah say that his thoughts and ways are higher 
than those of humans? 
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thoughts, nor are my ways your ways,' is the utterance of 
Jehovoh. 'For as the heavens are higller tllan the earth, 
so my ways are IIigller than your ways, and my tlloughts 
tllan your thoughts.'" (Isaiah 55:8, 9) jehovah is perfect, 
and his thoughts and ways are unreachably high. Even 
his mercy is o n a level that we humans can never hope to 
attain. Consider: When we forgive a fellow human, it is a 
ca. .. c of a sinner forgivi ng a sinner. We realize th;1I sooner 
or later we will need to have some fellow human forgive 
us. (Malthew 6:12) But j ehovah, even though he never 
needs to be fo rgiven, forgives "In a large way"! Twly, he 
is a God of great loving-kindness. And in his mercy, j e-

hovah opens the floodga tes of the heavens, showering 
dmvn blessings on those who return to him with all 

their hcarts.-Malachi 3: 10. 

Bless ings fo r Those 
Returning to Je hovah 

23 jchov(lh prom ises hi~ people: NJust 
as the pouring ra;/l descends, alld 

the snow, from the heavens and 

Z3. Itow doc~ Jehovah !IIu\t rat~ 

the cer tainty uf thl! fulllllrnl!11I 
of his ,",'Ord? 

"'let the wicked mall 
leave his way" 
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does not retum to thal pf(Jce, IInleu it actually saturates 
tile eartfl and makes it produce and sprout. and seed is 
actually given to tile sower a"d bread to the eater. so my 
word tllot goes fortll from my 'mouth will prove to be. It 
will not retum to me without results, but it will certainly 
do thal In Wllich I have delighted, and it will have certain 
success il1 that for wllieh I have sent it. If (Isaiah 55: 10, 11) 
Everything Jehovah says is certain to be fulfilled. Just as 
the fain and the snow failing from the skies accomplish 
their purpose of sliturating the earth ,lOd bringing forth 
fruit, so Jehova h's word that goes fo rth from his mouth 
is completely reliable. Wha t he promises, he will fu lfill 
-with absolute c.:crtalnty.-Numbcrs 23: 19. 

24 Hence, If the Jews heed the words prophetically ut­
tered for them th rough IsaIah, they will Without fail re­
ceIve the salvatlon Jehovah has promised. As a result, 
lhey will experi ence great' joy. Jehovah st<l tcs: "With re­
joicing you people wfff go forth, and with peace yOLl will 

24, 25. WI!.I! lJh:~s l rlijS lm,' In .~tore for J~wlsh exlit!s who act on Je­
hU'I:II1 '5 mt!s~lll{e t hro:l ll h t ~alah ? 
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be brought in. The mountains and the hills themselves 
will become cheerful before you with a joyful outcry, and 
the very trees of the field will all clap their hands. In­
stead of the thicket of thorns the juniper tree will come 
up. Instead of the stinging nettle the myrtle tree will come 
up. And it must become for Jehovah something famous, a 
sign to time indefinite that will not be cut off." - Isaiah 55: 
12, 13. 

25 In 537 B.C.E.., the jewish exiles do indeed go forth out 
of Babylon with rejoicing. (Psalm 126:1,2) When they ar­
rive in Jerusalem, they find a land choked with thickets 
of thorns and stinging nettles-remember, the land has 
lain desolate for decades. But God's repatriated people 
can now help to bring about a lovely transformation! 
Towering trees, such as the juniper and the myrtle, re­
place thorns and nettles. Jehovah's blessing becomes 
readily evident as his people serve him "with a joyful out­
cry." It is as if the land itself were rejoicing. 

26 In 1919 the remnant of anointed Christians were lib­
erated from their spiritual captivi ty. (Isaiah 66:8) Togeth­
er with the great crowd of other sheep, they are now serv­
ing God with rejOicing in a spiritual paradise. Free o f any 
taint of Babylonish influence, they enjoy a favored con­
dition, which has become for Jehovah "something fa­
mous." Their spiritual prosperity glorifies his name and 
exalts him as the God of true prophecy. What Jeho­
vah has accomplished for them demonstrates his God· 
ship and is evidence of his faithfulness to his word and 
his mercy toward repentant ones. Mayall who continue 
to "buy " .. ine and milk even without money and without 
price" rejoice in serving him forever! 

26. What blessed condItion do God's people enloy today? 



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 

Foreigners Gathered to God's 
House of Prayer 

Isaia h 56:1 -12 

ON FRIDAY, May 31, 1935,joseph F. Rutherford addressed 
a convention crowd in Washington, D.C. He disrussed 
the identity of the "great crowd," or "great multitude," 
seen in vision by the apostle John. At the climax of Broth­
er Rutherford's talk, he asked: "Will all those who have 
the hope of living forever on the earth please stand?" Ac­
cording to one of those attending, "over half of the au­
dience stood." Then the speaker said: "Behold ! The great 
multirude! " Another who was present recalls: "There was 
at first a hush, then a gladsome cry, and the cheering was 
loud and long."- Revelation 7:9; Killg lames Vef.5ioll. 

2 That was an outstanding moment in the ongoing ful­
fi llment of a prophecy written down some 2,700 years 
earlier and appearing in our Bibles as Isaiah chapter 56 . As 
with many other prophecies in Isaiah, thls one contains 
both comforting promises and stern warnings. In the first 
application, it is addressed to God's covenant people of 
Isaiah's own day, but its fu lfi llment extends over the cen­
turies to our day. 

What Salvation Requires 

3 Isaiah chapter S6 begins \vith admonition to the Jews. 

1,2. What thrilling announcement was made In 1935, and of what 
was this a part? 
3. If the Jews seek salvation from God, what must they do? 
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However, all true worshipers should take heed of what the 
prophet writes. We read: '7his is what Jehovah has said: 
'Keep justice, you people, and do what is righteous. For my 
salvotion is at hand to come in, and my righteousness to 
be revealed. Happy is the mortal man thot does this, and 
the son of mankind that lays hold of it keeping the sab­
bath in order not to profane it. and keeping his hand in 0(­

dernot to do any kind of badness.'" (Isaiah 56:1, 2) The 
inhabitants of Judah who seek salvation from God must 
obey the Mosaic Law, observing justice and leading righ­
teous lives. Why? Because Jehovah himself is righteous. 
Those who pursue righteousness enjoy the happiness that 
comes from having Jehovah's favar. - Psalm 144:1Sb. 

4 The prophecy highlights Sabbath observance because 
the Sabbath is an important feature of the Mosaic Law. 
Indeed, one of the reasons why the inhabitants of Judah 
eventually go into exile is their neglect of the Sabbath. 
(Leviticus 26:34, 35; 2 Chronides 36:20, 21) The Sab­
bath is a sign of the special relationship Jehovah has 
with the Jews, and those who observe the Sabbath show 
that they value that relationship. (Exodus 31:13) Further, 
observing the Sabbath would remind Isaiah's contempo­
raries that Jehovah is the Creator. Such observance would 
also bring to mind his mercies toward them. (Exodus 20: 
8-11; Deuteronomy 5:12-15) Finally, keeping the Sabbath 
would provide a regular, structured arrangement for wor­
shiping Jehovah. Resting once a week from their regular 
work would give the inhabitants of Judah opportunity for 
prayer, study, and meditation. 

S What, though, of Christians? Does the encouragement 

4. Why Is Sabbath observance of importance in Israel? 
S. In principle, how can Christians apply the counsel to keep the 
Sabbath? 
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to observe the Sabbath apply to them? Not directly, since 
Christians are not under the Law and are therefore not re­
quired to observe the Sabbath. (Colossians 2:16, 17) Still, 
the apostle Paul explained that there is "a sabbath rest­
ing" for faithful Christians. This "sabbath resting" in­
volves having faith in Jesus' ransom sacrifice for salva­
tion and ceasing to rely on works alone. (Hebrews 4:6-10) 
Hence, the words of Isaiah's prophecy regarding the Sab­
bath remind jehovah's servants today of the vital need to 
have faith in God's arrangement for salvation. It is also a 
fine reminder of the need to cultivate a close relationship 
with jehovah and to pursue a course of regular, consistent 
worship. 

Comfort for the Foreigner and the Eunuch 

6 jehovah now addresses two groups who want to serve 
him but who under the Mosaic Law are disqualified 
from coming into the Jewish congregation. We read: "Let 
not the foreigner that has joined himself to Jehovah say, 
'Without doubt Jehovah will divide me off from his peo­
pIe. ' Neither let the eunuch say, 'Look! I am a dry tree. ' H 

(Isaiah 56:3) The foreigner's fear is that he will be cut off 
from Israel. The eunuch's concern is that he will never 
have children to preserve his name. Both groups should 
take courage. Before we see why, let us consider what 
standing they have under the Law In relation to the na­
tion of Israel. 

7 Uncircumcised foreigners are excluded from sharing 
in worship with Israel. For example, they are not allowed 
to partake of the Passover. (Exodus 12:43) Foreigners who 

6. What two groups now receive attention? 
7. What limits does the Law put on foreigners in Israel? 
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do not nagra ntly b reak the laws of the land enjoy justice 
.mel hexpltailly, but they have no permanent tics with 
the nation. o r course, some fu lly embrace the Law, and 
as a sign of this. the men geL circumcised. Then they ate 
proselytes, privileged to wors hip In the courtyard o f Je­
hovah's house and considered a p.1rt o f the congregation 
of Isr:tel. (I.evitlrus 17: 10-14; 20:2; 24:22) lIov.'ever, even 
proselytes are not full participants in Jehovah's covenant 
with Israel, and they have no land inheritance in the 
Promised Land. Iher foreigners may turn to the temple 
In pr;tycr, and evident ly Ihey mayoffcr sacrifices through 
the priesthood ilS long as the sacrirlce; conform to the 
Law. (I.evltlrus 22:25; 1 Kings 8:41-43) Uut Israelites are 
not to associate close ly wi Lh Lhem. 

E.unuchs Receive a Name to Time Indefin ite 

8 !::unuchs, even if they are born of Jewish parents, are 
de ni ed full membership of the nation of Israe!." (Deu­
terono my 23: 1) Among some pagan nations of Bible 
times, eunuchs had a special place and It was the cus­
tom 10 Citstrate some of the children taken captive in 
wa r. EunudlS .... -ere .tppoin ted as o ffi cials in the royal 
cou rts. A eunuch might be a "guardian o r the women," 

• The term ~eunuch· al50 came to refer to a coun omelal, IVlthout 
rercrcnC(' 10 $(',\o:uoIIllUl llllllon. Since the F.lhloplan bapU~cd by Phil­
Ip appear! 10 h;we been II l)rosetYIe-he IVOS baptized before the lVar 
WII) opened 10 undrcumd!oed non·Jews-he muil h,li\-e been a cu· 
nuch In Ihb sens.c.-Acb 8:27-39. 

8. (II) Under the Law, how were eunuctu v~? (b) How were eu­
nuclu used In P'lg~n natloru, and to whitl can the term *eunuch" 
sometimes rerer? 

The Sabbath would pro llfde 
opportunity for prayer. study, and meditatIon 
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a "guardian of the concubines," or an attendant of the 
queen. (Esther 2:3,12-15; 4:4·6, 9) There is no evidence 
that the Israelites followed such practices or that eunuchs 
were specially sought out for employment in the service 
of Israelite kings! 

9 In addition to being able to share in only a limited way 
in the worship of the true God, physical eunuchs in Isra­
el suffer the great humiliation of being unable to father 
children to carryon their family name. How comforting, 
then, are the next words of the prophecy! We read: 'This 
is what Jehovah has said to the eunuchs that keep my 
sabbaths and that have chosen what I have delighted in 
and that are faying hold of my covenant: 'f wiff even give 
to them in my house and within my walls a monument 
and a name, something better than sons and daughters. 
A nome to time indefinite I shall give them, one that will 
not be cut off.' II-Isaiah 56:4, 5. 

10 Yes, the time will come when being even a physical 
eunuch will no longer be an impediment to being ful­
ly accepted as Jehovah's servant. If obedient, eunuchs 
will have "a monument," or a place, in Jehovah's house 
and a name, better than sons and daughters. When does 
this happen? Not until after the death of Jesus Christ. 
At that time the old Law covenant was replaced by the 
new covenant, and fleshly Israel was replaced by lithe Is-

• F.bed-melech, who came to Jeremlah'~ aid and who had direct ac­
cess to King Zedekiah, Is called a eunuch. This would appear to have 
reference to his being a court official ra ther than his being physical­
ly mutllated.- Je remlah 38:7·13. 

9. What consoling words does Jeho\'ah address to physical eunuchs? 
10. When did the situation of eunuchs change, and what privilege 
has been open to them since then? 
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rael of God." (Galatians 6:16) Si nce then, all of those ex­
ercising fai th have been able to render acceptable wor­
ship to God. Fleshly distinctions and physical condition 
no longer count. Those who endure fait h fully, whatever 
their physical state, will have "a name to time indefinite 
... one that will not be cut off." Jehovah will not for­
get them. Their names will be written in his "book of re­
membrcmce," and in God's due time, they wi ll receive 
life everlasting.- Malachi 3:16; Proverbs 22:1; 1 John 2:17. 

Foreigners Worship With God's People 

11 What, though, of the fo reigners? The prophecy now 
rehlrns to these, and Jehovah has words of great comfort 
for them. Isaiah writes: '7he foreigners that have joined 
themselves to Jehovah to minister to him and to love the 
name of Jehovah, in order to become servants to him, all 
those keeping the sabbath in order not to profane it and 
laying hold of my covenant, I will also bring them to my 
holy mountain and make them rejoice inside my house 
of prayer. Their whole burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
will be for acceptance upon my of tor. For my own house 
will be called even a house of prayer for off the peoples." 
- Isaiah 56:6, Z 

12 In our time "the foreigners" have made their appear­
ance gradually. Before the first world war, it was under­
stood that a greater number of individuals wou ld receive 
salvation than the number of those with the hope of rul­
ing in heaven with Jesus-the ones we recognize today 
as the Israel of God. Bible students were aware of Jesus' 
words recorded at John 10: 16: "I have other sheep, which 

\1. To receive blessings, what are foreigne rs encouraged to do? 
12. What was the understanding once held regarding Jesu~' proph_ 
ecy of the ~othcr sheep~? 
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arc not of this fold; those also 1 must bring, and they 
will listen to my voice. and they will become one nock, 
one shepherd." These "other sheep" were understood to 
be an earthly class. But most Bible Students believed that 
the other sheep would make their appearance during the 
Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ. 

13 Eventually, progress was made In the understand ing 
of a related scripture that speaks of sheep. [n Matthew 
chapter 25, there is a record of)esus' parable of the stleep 
and the goats. According to that parablc, the sheep re­
ceive everlasting life because they support Jesus' broth­
ers. Hence, they are a class separate and distinct from the 
anointed brothers of Christ. In 19Z3, during a conven­
tion in Los Angeles, California, U.S.A., It was explained 
that those sheep must make their appearance, not during 
the Millennium, but during the concl udi ng days of this 
system of things. Why? Because Jesus gave the parable 
as part of his answer to the question: "When will tll cse 
things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and 
o f the conclusion of the system of thlngs?"-Matthew 
24:3. 

14 During the 1920's, some Individuals who were asso­
dated with the Bible Students came to reel that)ehovah's 
spirit was not witnessing to them that thl'Y had a heav­
enly calling. Yet, they were zealous servants of the Most 
High God. In 1931 the position of thcse was better under­
stood when the book Vill(licatioll was published. As pm! 
of a verse-by-verse discussion of the mble book of f.ze-

13. Why was It reawned thatthl' sheep of Matthew chapter 25 must 
appear during the conduding days of this )y)tenl of things? 
14, IS. How WiU progressmadl' in undcntandlngthc pcbltiOn oflhe 
other lheep In the tIme of thl' end? 
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kiel, Vindication explained the visio n o f "the man" with 
the writer's Inkhorn. (Ezekiel 9: 1. 11) This NmanN is seen 
going through j erusalem and marking the foreheads of 
those sighing and crying over the abominatio ns being 
committed there. "111e man" represents j esus' brothers, 
the remnant o f anointed Christl3ns alive on earth dur­
ing the time of ludgment o f anti typical j erusa lem, Chris­
tendom. Those marked Clrc the other sheep living during 
that time. In the vision they are spared when Jehovah's 
executio ners bring vengeance on that apostate city. 

15 In 1932 a deeper underswnd lng o f the propheticdra­
rna of King jehu o f Is rael and jeho nadab, a non-Israelite 
supporter, indicated how these ot her sheep act in sup­
port o f Christ's anointed brothers- lust ali Jehonadab 
\\-en t along and supported Jehu in his destruction o f Baal 
worship. FlnaJly, In 1935 the other sheep living duri ng 
the time of the end of this system of th ings were recog­
nized as bei ng the greal' crowd seen in vlsion by the apos­
tle john. This was first explai ned at the aforementioned 
conventio n in Washington, D.C.. when Joseph F. Ruther­
ford pointed to those with an earthly hope as "the great 
multitude." 

16 Thus It was gradually seen that "the foreigners" have 
a large part to play in Jehovah's purposes during these 
last days. They come to the Israel o f God in o rder 
to worship Jehovah. (Zechariah 8:23) With that spiritu ­
at nation, they o ffer acceptable sacrifices to God and en­
ler into the sabbath resting. (Hebrews 13:15, 16) More­
over, they worship at God's spiritual temple, which, like 
the lemple at Jerusalem, Is "a house o f prayer for all the 

16. Whilt prlvllfges and responsibllllies do - thf foreigners" fnjoy1 
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nations." (Mark 11:17) TIley exerclse fai th in the ransom 
sacrifice o f Jesus Christ. 'washing their robes and making 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.' And they serve Je­
hovah cODStantly. "rendering him sacred service day and 
nlght."-Revelation 7:14, 15. 

17111ese modern-day foreigners lay hold of the new 
covenant in the sense that by associati ng with the Isra­
el of God, they enjoy benefi ts and blessi ngs that come 
thro ugh the new covenant. While they are not partic­
ipants in that covenant, they submit wholehearted ly to 
the laws associated wit h it. Thus Jehovah 's law is with­
in their hearts, and they come to know Jehovah as their 

17. How do the modern-day {o~lgnel'$ lay hold of the newcovenant1 

The position of the other sheep 
WOJ clearly explained at 0 convention 
In WOJhlngton, D.C., In 1935 (baptism 
pictured below, program righ t) 

(()\'IT\ 

.. ~ . 

.Moo.oi. .... c' - ..... ,---
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heavenly Father and the supreme Soverelgn.-jcremiah 
31:33. 34; Matthew 6:9; jo hn 17:3. 

18 Isaiah's prophecy con ti n u cs: "The uNerance of the 
Sovereign wrd Jehovah, who ;s collecting together the 
dispersed ones of Israel, Is: " sholl collect together to him 
others besides those already collected together of his.' It 
(Isaiah 56:8) During t he ti me of the end, Jehovah has 
collected "the dispersed ones of Israel," those of the 
anointed remnant. In i1ddl tlon, he Is collecti ng others, 
those o f the great crowd. Together they worship in peace 
and harmony under the oversight of jehovah and his 
enthro ned King, Christ Jesus. Because of their loyalty to 
j ehovah's government by Christ, the Fine Shepherd has 
made them into a united, joyfu l flock. 

Blind Wa tc hme n, Vo iceless Do gs 

19 The forego ing warm, upbulldl ng ' .... ords are fo llowed 
by a striking, almost shocking, contrast. Jehovah Is pre· 
pared to act with mercy toward fo reigners and eunuchs. 
But many who claim to be members of God's congrega· 

tio n are condemned and are In line fo r Judgment. More 

than that, they are not even deserving o f a decent buriaJ 
and are fit o nly to be devoured by ravenous beasts. Thus, 
we read: "All you wild animals of the open field, come 
to eat. all you wild animals In the forest. It (Isaiah 56:9) 
What are these wild an im als going to fcast on? The 
prophecy will explain . In doi ng so, It may remind us of 
the fa te await ing those who oppose God at t.he coming 

18. What gathering work Is being 3ccompl15hed durtng Ihe lIme o f 
the end? 
19. What In\ll llliion Is extended 10 the wild anlmllh of field Jnd for­
est? 

• 
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war of Armageddon, whose slain bodies are left for the 
birds of heaven to devour.-Rcvclation 19:17, lB. 

20 The prophecy continues: "His watchmen ore blind, 
None of them have taken note. All of them ore speechless 
dogs; they are not able to bark, panting, lying down, lov­
ing to slumber. They are even dogs strong in SOLlffu/ desire; 
they have known no satisfaction. They are also sllepherds 
thal have not known how to understatld. n,ey have 0/1 
of them turned to their OWIJ way, each one for "Is unjust 
gain (rom Ills own border: 'Come, men! Let me take some 
wine; and fet us drink intoxicating liquor to the fimit. And 
tomorrow wW certainly turn out just as today, great in a 
very much larger way."'-Isoiah 56:10-12. 

21 The religious leaders o f j udah profess to worship j e­
hovah. They daim to be "his watdunen." But Ihey a re 
spiril1lillly blind, voiceless, and sleepy. If they can not 
keep on the watch and sound the warning of danger, 
what good are t hey? Such religious watchmen are with­
out' understanding, in no position to give splritu< aJ di­
rectI on to sheeplike people. Moreover, they arc corrupt. 
They have insatiable selfish desirel. Instead of following 
Jehovah 's direction, they se€k thei r own way, pursue un· 
just gain, overindulge in intoxicating liquor, and encour­
age others to do the same. So oblivious are they of God's 
Impending judgment that they tell people t hat things 
wUl be fine. 

22 Earlier in his prophecy, Isaiah used similarilllagcry to 
describe the unfaithful religIous leaders o f jlldah-spirl­
tuaUy drunk, drowsy, and Jacking In understandi ng. 

20, 21. W!131 falllnp make the relig ious leaders uSl.'leu as lOplrltual 
guIdes? 
22. liow are the rellglow leaders of Jesus' iliIy like those of ancien! 
Judah? 
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They burdened the people with trad itions of men, spoke 
religious lies, and trusted in Assyria for help rather than 
looking to God, (2 Kings 16:5-9; Isaiah 29: 1, 9-14) They 
have clearly learned nothing. Sadly, the St1me sort of lead­
ers were present in the firs t century. Instead of embracing 
the good news brought to them by God's own Son, they 
rejected Jesus and conspired to have him put to death .Je­
sus fra nkly called them "blind guides, " addi ng that if "a 
blind man guides a blind man, both will fa ll Into a pit." 
- Matthew 15: 14, 

The wild animals are invited to come to kast 
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Watchmen of Today 

23 The apostle Peter warned that fa lse teachers would 
also rise up to m islead Christians. He wrote: "There also 
came to be fa lse prophets among the people [of Israel ], as 
there will also be fal se teachers among YOll . These very 
ones will quietly b ring in destructive sects and will dis­
own even the owner that bought them, bri nging speedy 
destruction upon themselves." (2 Peter 2:1) What has 
been the result o f the false teadl ings and sectarian ism of 
such false teachers? Christendom, whose religious lead­
ers today pray for God's blessing on their political 
friends and then promise a hright fu ture. Christendom's 
religious leaders have p roved to be blind, voiceless, and 
asleep with rega rd to spi ritual th ings. 

24 However, jehovah is bringing milli ons of fo reign­
ers to worship with the last ones of the Israel o f God in 
his great spirihlal house of prayer. These foreigners, al­
though from many nations, races, and languages, are at 
unity wi th o ne another and with the Israel o f God. They 
are convinced that salvation can come o nly fro m Jeho­
vah God through Jesus Christ. Motivated by love for je­
hovah, they join Chrisrs anointed brothers in givi ng 
voice to their faith . And they are deeply comforted by the 
words of the inspired apostle who wrote: " If yOll publicly 
declare that 'word in your own mouth,' that jesus is Lord, 
and exercise fa ith in your heart that God raised him up 
from the dead, you will be saved."-Rom ans 10:9. 

23. What prophecy of Peter regarding re ligious leaders has been ful­
filled? 
24. What unity exists between splrltuallsrael and the forej gner~? 

The foreigners and the Israel of God 
are at unity with one another 





CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 

Jehovah Revives the Spirit 
of the Lowly Ones 

Isa ia h 57:1 -21 

"THIS is what the High and Lofty One, who is residing 
forever and whose name is holy, has said: 'In the height 
and in the holy place is where I reside, also with the 
one crushed and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of 
the lowly ones and to revive the heart of the ones being 
crushed.'" (Isaiah 57:15) So wrote the prophet Isaiah in 
the eighth century S.C.E. What was happening in Judah 
that made this message so encouraging? How do these 
inspired words help Christians today? A consideration of 
Isaiah chapter 57 will help us answer those questions. 

"You Men, Come Up Close Here" 

2 This part of Isaiah's prophecy seems to apply in Isa­
iah's own day. Consider how entrenched wickedness has 
now become: '7he righteous one himself has perished, 
but there is no one taking it to heart. And men of loving­
kindness are being gathered to the dead, while no one 
discerns that it is because of the calamity that the righ­
teous one has been gathered away. He enters into peace; 
they take rest upon their beds, eoch one that is walk­
ing straightforwardly." (Isaiah 57:1, 2) If a righteous man 

I. What assurance did Jehovah give, and what quest ions aJ;e ra ised 
by his WOrds? 
2. (a) When do the words of Isaiah chapter 57 seem to apply? 
(b) What is the sltuatlon of ri ghteou~ one~ in Isaiah's day? 
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fal ls, no one cares. His untimcly dcath goes unnoticed. 
Falling asl eep in death brings him peace, release from 
the suffering inOicted by the ungodly, and escape from 
calamity. God's chosen 'nation has sunk to a deplor­
able state, But how those who remain faithful must be 
encouraged to know that Jehovah not o nly sees what is 
going on but will support them! 

3 Jehovah summons the wicked generation of Judah, 
saying: '~ for you men, come up close here, you sons 
of a soothsaying woman, the seed of an adulterous per­
son and of a woman that commits prostitution, H (Isaiah 
57:3) They have ""'ell earned such shameful descriptions 

3. How does Jehovah address the wick~1 gcnemtion or Judah, alld 
why? 

Judah practices immoral worship under every luxuriant tree 
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as sons of a soothsayer and offspring of an adulterer and 
of a prostitute. The false worship to which they have 
turned includes disgusting acts of idolatry and spiritism 
as weU as immoral sexual practices. Hence, Jehovah asks 
these sinners: "Over whom is it that you have a jolly 
good time? Against whom do you keep opening wide the 
mouth, keep sticking out the tongue? Are you not the chil~ 
dren of transgression, the seed of falsehood, those who 
ore working up passion among big trees, under every lux­
uriant tree, slaughtering the children in the torrent valleys 
under the clefts of the crags?" - Isaiah 57:4, 5. 

4 The wicked ones of Judah practice their shocking pa­
gan worship openly, having "a jolly good time." They 
scornfully mock God's prophets who have been sent to 
correct them, sticking out their tongues in a shameless, 
disrespectful gesture. Although they are children of Abra­
ham, their rebellious ways make them children of trans­
gression and the seed of falsehood. (Isaiah 1:4; 30:9; John 
8:39, 44) Out among the big trees in the countryside, 
they stir up religious fervor in their idolatrous worship. 
And what cruel worship! Why, they even slaughter their 
own children, like the nations whose detestable ways led 
to their being driven off the land by Jehovah!-l Kings 
14:23; 2 Kings 16:3, 4; Isaiah 1:29. 

Pouring Out a Drink Offering to Stones 
5 See how deeply the inhabitants of Judah have plunged 

into idolatry: "With the smooth stones of the torrent val­
ley was your portion. They-they were your lot. Moreover, 
to them you poured out a drink offering, you offered up a 

4. Of what are the wicked ones of Judah guilty? 
5, 6. (a) What have the Inhabitants of Judah chosen to do rather 
than ,",'Orshlp Jehovah? (b) How blatant and widespread Is Judah's 
Idol worship? 
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gift. For these things shaff' comfort myseff?" (Isaiah 57:6) 
The Jews are God's covenant people, yet rather than wor­
ship him, they pick stones out of the riverbed and make 
gods of these. David proclaimed that Jehovah was his 
portion, but these sinners have chosen lifeless stone idols 
as their lot and pour out drink offerings to them. (Psalm 
16:5; Habakkuk 2:19) What comfort can Jehovah find in 
such perversion of worship by his name people? 

6 Everywhere- under big trees, in torrent valleys, on 
hills, in their dtles-Judah commits idolatry. But Jeho­
vah sees it all, and through Isaiah, He exposes her de­
pravity: "Upon a mountain high and lifted up you set your 
bed. There also you went up to offer sacrifice. And behind 
the door and the doorpost you set your memorial." (Isa­
iah 57:7-80) Upon the high places, Judah makes her bed 
of spiritual uncleanness, and there she offers sacrifices to 
foreign gods.- Even private houses have idols behind the 
doors and the doorposts. 

7 Some may wonder why Judah has become so involved 
in unclean worship. Has some stronger power forced her 
to abandon Jehovah? The answer is no. She does it will­
ingly, eagerly. Jehovah states: "Aport from me you uncov­
ered yourself and proceeded to go up; you made your bed 
spacious. And for yourself you went concluding a cove­
nant with them. You loved a bed with them. The male or­
gan you beheld." (Isaiah 57:8b) Judah has made a 
covenant with her false gods, and she loves her illicit re­
lationship with them. She espedally loves the immoral 

• Ukely the term "bed" refers either to the altar or to the place of pa­
gan worship. Calling It a bed Is a remInder that such worship is spir­
Itual prostitution. 

7. With what spirit does Judah engage In Immoral worship? 
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sexual practices-li kely including the use of phalli c sym­
bols-that characterize worship of these gods! 

1:1 The description of grossly immoral, cruel idol wor· 
ship HlS what we know of several wicked kings of Judah. 
Manassch, for example, built up the h igh places, C1'C(.1· 
ed altars to Baal, and put fa lse religious altars in twO 
temple courtyards. He made his sons pass through the 
fire, practiced magiC, employed divination, and promot. 
cd spiritistic practices. King Manasseh also put into Jeho­
vah 's temple the g raven image of the sacred po le that he 
had made: He seduced Judah into doing "what was bad 
morc than the nations whom Jehovah had anni hilated." 
(2 Kings 21:2-9) Some believe that Manasseh had Isa iah 
killed, although Manasseh's name does not appear ill Isa­
iah 1: 1. 

"You Continued Sending Yo ur Envoys" 

9 Judah's transgresSion goes beyond servi ng false gods. 
Using Isaiah as h is mouthpiece, Jehovah says: "YOII pro­
ceeded to descend toward Me/eell with oil, and kept mak­
ing your ointments abundant. And you continued sending 
your envoys for off, so that you lowered matters to She-
01." (Isaiah 57:9) The unfaithful kingdom of Juda h goes 
down to "Melech," "the king" in Hebrew- likely the king 
of a foreign power-offering him expensive and appeal­
ing gifts, symoolized by oil and perfumed ointments. 
Judah scnds emissaries to faraway places. Wh)'? 'Ib pe.r-

• Sacred Iloles nJay ha~ repr~cllt('d the female prilldple, and s.,cred 
pillars mar have ~'Cn phallic symbols. 801 h were used b)' the un· 
ra ithful inhabitants of Judah.-2 Kings ItI:4; 23:14. 

S. Under .... hich king In particular did Idolatry noul ish In Judah? 
9. \'Ill)' docs Judah send envoys ~ far off-1 
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sUilde Gentile nations to make political alliann.'S with 
her. Having turned her back on Jehovah, she puts her 
trust In foreign kings. 

10 One example o f this Is in the days of King Ahaz. 
i1..'ellng threatened by.m alliance between Israel and Syr· 
ia, that unfnlthful king of Judah sends messengers to 
·l1glath.pllescr III of A'isyrla, s.1yi ng: " I am your servan t 
und you r son. Come up lind save me out of the paJm of 
the klngof Syria and out of the palm of the king of Israel, 
who are rising up against me," Ahazsends silver and gold 
as a bribe to the king of M'iyria, and the king responds, 
launching 11 devastating attack on Syria. (2 Kings 16:7·9) 
In her dealings with the Gentile nations, Judah stoops to 
Hthe depths of Shl'OI.H (A" Amerlccl/I 'lkmslalioll) Because 
of those dealings, she will die, or cease 1'0 exist as an in­
dependent nation with a king. 

10. (II) I low (l()e~ KIng Ah1l1. seek lInll11l~nce wIth the king of A"yr. 
ftt? (b) In whot WILY docs Juduh ' Iuwl!r I1wttl!rs to SileoI'? 

Judah builds altars all 
over the land 
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11 Jehovah continues to address Judah: "In the multi­
tude o f your ways you have tolled. You have not soid, 'It 
Is Ilope/ess!' You have found a revival of your own pow­
er. That is why you have not grown sick," (Isaiah 57:10) 
Yes, the nation has labored hard In her apostate ways, 
ilnd she fai ls to see the hopelessness o f her endeavors. To 
the contrary, she del udes hersel f into believing that she 
is succeeding in her own power. She feels invigorated and 
hea lthy. How foolish! 

12 Today there is an organization whose conduct is rem­
in iscent of that of Judah in [salah's day. Christendom 
uses the name of Jesus, but she pursues allIances with the 
nations and has fi lled her pInel'S o f worship with idols. 
Iier adherents even set up Idolatrous images in their pri­
vate homes. Christendom has sacrificed her young peo­
ple in the wars of the na lions. How offensive all of this 
must be to the true God, who commands Ch ristians: 
"Plee from idolatry"l (1 Co rinth ians 10:14) By involving 
herself in politics, Christendom has 'committed fornica­
tion with the kings orthe earth.' (Revelallo n 17:1,2) She 
is, in fact , a major supporter of the United Nations. What 
lies ahead for this religious harlot? Well, what does Jeho­
vah say to her prototype, un fa il hful Juda h, especially as 
represen ted by her capital city, Jerusalem? 

'Your Collection Will Not De liver You' 

13 " Whom did you become frightened at and begin to 
fear; so that you took up lying?'" asks Jehovah. A good 
question! Judah certainly shO\'1S no wholesome, godly 

11. What fa lse sen~e of securi ty does Judllh display? 
12. What conditions In Chris tendom PllralleJ those In Judah? 
13. Wllllt Ktylng~ does Judah take uJ), and hoI\' does she react to Je· 
hovah's patlence? 
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fear o f Jehovah . Otherwise, she " ... o u ld not have become 
a nation of liars, , ... urshipcrs of false gods. Jehovah goes 
o n to SiW: "I was not the one that you remembered. You 
took nothing to your heart. Was I not keeping silent and 
hiding matters ? So you were in no fear even of me." (Isa­
Iah 57:11 ) Jehovah has kept silent, not in fllctlng Immedi­
ate punishment u pon Judah. Does Judah appreciate this? 
No, instead she views God's fo rbearance as ind ifference. 
She has lost all fear of h im. 

14 However, the period of God's long·suffe ring will end. 
Loo king toward that time, Jehovah declares: "/ myself 
sholl relf forth your righteousness and your works, that 
they will not benefit you. When you cry fo r aid your co/­
lectlon of things will not deliver you, but a wind will 
carry even all of them away. An exhalation will take 
them away, 1< (Isaiah 57: 11, 130) Jehovilh will expose Ju· 
dah's sha m righteousness. Her hypocritical works will be 
o f no benefi t. Her "collection of things," her Inventory 
o f Idols, wil l not deliver her. When calamity strikes, the 
gods in which she trusts wi!! be blown away by a mere 
breat h o f wind. 

IS Jehovah's words are fulfill ed In 607 B.C.E. That is 
when Babylon ian King Nebuchadnezzt'! r destroys Jerusa· 
lem, burns the te mple, and takes most of the people cap­
tive. "Thus Judah went into exile fro m ofT Its soil." 
-2 Kings 25: 1·21. 

16 Si milarly, Christendom's large Inventory of idols will 
no l deliver her in the day o f Jehovah's anger. (1st'!· 
tah 2: 19-22; 2 Thessalonians 1:6· 10) Along wit h the rest 

14, IS. What dQel:Jehovah ~)' about Judah's \Yorks and her · collec· 
tloll of t h l ngs~? 

16 . What awa!u ChrIstendom and the rest of ~Babylon the Great-? 
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of "Babylon the Great"-the world conglomerate of fa lse 
religion-Christendom will be annihilated. The symbol­
ic scarlet-colored wild beast and its ten horns "will make 
[Babylon the Great] devastated and naked, and will eat 
up her fleshy parts and mil completely burn her with 
fi re." (Revelation 17:3, 16, 17) How glad we are to have 
obeyed the command: "Get out of her, my people, if you 
do not want to share with her In her sins, and if you do 
not want to receive part of her plagues"! (Revelation 18: 
4, 5) May we never return to her or her ways. 

"The O ne Taking Refu ge in Me 
Will Inherit the Land" 

17 What, though, of the next words of Isaiah's proph­
ecy? ''The one taking refuge in me will inherit the fand 
and wifl take possession of my holy mountain. If (Isaiah 
57: 73b) To whom is Jehovah speaking now? He is look­
ing beyond the coming cataclysm and foretelling the 
liberation of his people from Babylon and the restora­
tion of pure worship in his holy mountain, Jerusalem. 
(Isaiah 66:20; Daniel 9:16) What a source of encourage­
ment this must be to any Jews who remain fa ithful! Fur­
ther, Jehovah says: "One will certainly say, 'Bank up, you 
people, bank up! Clear the way. Remove any obstacle 
from the way of my people.' If (Isaiah 57: 14) When the 
time comes for God to deliver his people, the way will 
be ready, with all obstacles removed.- 2 Chronicles 36: 
22,23. 

18 It is at this point that the prophet Isaiah relates 

17. What promise is made to 'the one taking rduge In Jehovah,' and 
when is thi~ realized? 
18. How Is Jehovah'~ loftlnus described, yet what loving concern 
does he display? 
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the words quoted at the outset: '7his is what the High 
and Lofty One, who is residing forever and whose nome 
is holy, has said: 'In the height and in the holy place is 
where I reside, also with the one crushed and lowly in 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly ones and to revive 
the heart of the ones being crushed.'" (Isaiah 57:15) Je­
hovah's throne is in the highest heavens. There is no po­
sition higher or loftier. How comforting to know that 
from there he sees everything- not only the sins of the 
wicked but also the righteous acts of those who try to 
serve him! (Psalm 102:19; 103:6) Moreover, he hears the 
groans of the oppressed and revives the hearts of the 
crushed. These words must have touched the hearts of 
repentant Jews in andent times. They certainly touch 
our hearts today. 

19 Comforting, too, are Jehovah's further words: "It will 
not be to time indefinite that I shaff contend, nor perpet­
ually that I shall be indignant; for because of me the spir­
it itself would grow feeble, even the breathing creatures 
that I myself have made." (Isaiah 57:16) None of God's 
creatures could sumve if Jehovah's wrath were perpetu­
al, without end. Happily, though, God's indignation is 
only for a limited time. When it has accomplished its 
purpose, it ceases. This inspi red insight helps us develop 
deep appreciation for Jehovah's love toward his creation. 

20 We gain more insight as Jehovah continues. First he 
says: ':At the erroneousness of his unjust gain I grew in­
dignant. and I proceeded to strike him, concealing my 
face, while I was indignant. But he kept walking as a 

19. When does Jehm'ah's indignation cease? 
20. (a) How does Jehovah deal with an unrepentant wrongdoer? 
(b) In what way does Jehovah comfort the contrite one? 
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renegade in the way of his heart." (Isoiah 57: 77) TIle 
wrongs committed because of greed certainly invite 
God's wrath. As long as one remai ns a renegade at 
heart, Jehovah remains indignant. But what if the rene­
gade responds to the discipline? Then Jehovah shows 
how his love and compassion move him to act: " I have 
seen his very ways; and I began to heal him and conduct 
him and make compensation with comfort to him and 
to his mourning ones. M (Isaiah 57; 18) After taking disci­
plinary action, Jehovah heals the contrite one and co m­
forts him and those mourning with him. That is why in 
537 H.C. E., the Jews were able to return home, True, Ju­
dah was never again an Independent kingdom. Still, the 
temple in Jerusalem was rebuil t, and true worship was 
restored. 

21 "The High and Lofty One," Jehovah, also showed 
concern for the welfare of the anointed remnant in 
1919. Because of their contrite, humble spirit, the great 
God, Jehovah, kindly noticed their affiiction and deliv­
ered them from Babylonish captivity. He removed all 
stumbling blocks and led them to freedom so that 
Lhey could render pure worship to him. Thus Jeho­
vah's words through Isaiah had a fulftllment then. And 
behind those words are eternal principles that apply to 
each one of us. Jehovah accepts worship only from those 
who are lowly in mind. And If one of God's servants 
should sin, he should be quick to acknowledge his error, 
accept reproof, and correct his ways. May \'Ie never forget 
that Jehovah heals and comrorts humble ones but "op­
poses the haughty ones."-James 4:6. 

21. (a) How did Jehovah revive the spir it of anointed Christians in 
19191 (b) What quality do we as IndlvldUitls do well to cultivate? 
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' Peace to Those Far and Nca r ' 

22 Contrasting the future of those who repent with that 
of those who persist i~ their wicked ways, j ehovah de­
clares: hi am creating the fruit of tile lips , Continuous 
peace there will be to the one that (5 far away and to the 
one that;s near; , .. and I will heal him, But the wicked 
are like the sea that is being tossed, when it Is unable to 
calm down, the waters of which keep tossing up seaweed 
and mire, There is no peace .. . for the wicked ones. "-Isa­
iah 57:19·21, 

Z3 111e fruit of the lips is the sacrifice o f praise offered 
to God-public declaration to his name, (Hebrews 13:15) 
How is j ehovah "creating" that public declaration? in or­
der to offer a sacrifice of praise, an individual fi rst has to 
learn of God and then put fa jth In him . Faith- a fruit of 
God's spirit- moves that person to tell others what he has 
heard. In other words, he makes public declaration. (Ro­
mans 10:13·15; Galatians 5:22) [t should be remembered, 
too, that Jehovah is ultimately the one who commissions 
his servants to tell forth his praise. And Jehovah Is the 
one who liberates his people, making it possible for them 
to offer such sacrifices of praise. (1 Peter 2:9) Hence, je· 
hovah can welJ be said to create this fruit of the Ups, 

24 What thrilling fruit of the Ups the Jews must be of­
fcrlng as they retu rn to their homeland singing prais­
es to Jehovah! They must be joyful to know God's 
peace, whether they are "far away"- distant fro m judah, 

22. What futufe does Jehovah fOfetell fOf (a) the repentant? (1)) the 
wicked? 
23. Whllt Is t he fruit of th e lips. and [n what way is Jehovah ~creat­
In8~ this fruit? 
24. (a) Who come to know God's peace, and with what i1!sult? 
(0) Who do not come to know peace, and what 1$ the remit for them? 
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still waiting to rerum-or "near"- already in their home­
land. In br(X1d (.:ootrast, how different things are for the 
wicked! Any who fail to respond toJehova ll 's d iscipli nary 
acts, the wicked whoever and wherever they arc, have no 
peace at all . Seething like th e restless sea, they keep pro­
duCing, not the frui t of the lips, but "seaweed and mire," 
everything that is uncl ean. 

25 Today, too, Jehovah's wo rshipers everywhere declare 
the good news of God's Kingdom. ChristJans far and 
near in more than 230 lands offer the fruit of thelr lips. 
sounding forth praise of the only true God. The prais­
es they sing aTC heard "from the extremity of th e earth." 
(Isaiah 42:1.0- 12) Those who hear their expressions and 
respond are embracing the truth of God's Word, the I:U­
ble. Such ones are coming to know peace, which comes 
from serving "the God who gives peace."-Romans 
16:20. 

26 True, the wicked pay no heed to the Kingdom mes­
sage. Soon, though, they will not be allowed to disturb 
the peace of the righteous. "Just a little while longer, 
and the wicked onc will be no more," Jehovah promis­
es. Those taking refuge in Jehovah will inherit the land 
in a wonderful way. liThe meek o nes themselves will pos­
se.~s the earth, and they will indeed find their exqui site 
deligh t in the abundance of peace." (Psalm 37:1 0,11,29) 
What a lovely place our earth will then be! Mayall of us 
be determined never to lose God's peace, so that we can 
sing God's praise for all eternity. 

2S. How are many far and nl.'ar t"Oming to know lX'ace? 
26. (a) What lies ahead for the wicked? (b) What grand promi5e Is 
mnde to t he meek, ane! what should be our dl.'termination? 

" I am creating the fruit of the lips" 





CHAPTER NINETEEN 

Hypocrisy Exposed! 

Isaiah 58:1-14 

"OlITWARDLY indeed, (you] appear righteous to men," 
jesus said to the religious leaders of his day, "but inside 
you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness." (Matthew 23: 
28) jesus' condemnation of hypocrisy reflects the view­
point of his heavenly Father. Chapter 58 of Isaiah's proph­
ecy specifically focuses attention on the hypocris}' that is 
rampant injudah. Strife, oppression, and violence are the 
order of the day, and Sabbath observance has degener­
ated into a meaningless ritual. The people give mere to­
.ken service to jehovah and make a showy display of piety 
by insincere fasting. No wonder jehovah exposes them 
for what they are! 

'Tell the People Their Sins' 

2 Although jehovah is disgusted with judah's conduct, 
His words Include a heartfelt appeaJ for the nation to re­
pent. StilI, Jehovah does not want his reproof to be indis­
tinct. Hence, he commands Isaiah: "Call out full-throated; 
do not hold back. Raise your voice just like a l1orn, and tell 
my people their revolt, and the house of Jacob their sins. " 
(Isaiah 58:1) Boldly prodaimingjehovah's words might 
earn Isaiah ill will from the peop le, but he does not 

1. How do Jesus and Jehovah view hypocrisy, and what form does It 
take In IsaIah's day? 
2. What spirit does IsaIah show as he declares Jehovah's message, 
and who today are like him? 
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sh rin k back. He sti li has the same spirit o f dedication that 
he showed when he said: "Here I am! Send me." (Isaiah 
6:8) What a fine example o f endurance lsaiah is to the 
modern-day Witnesses o f Jehovah, who also are commis­
sio ned to preach God's Word and expose religious hypoc­
rlsy!-Psalm 118:6; 2 runothy 4:1-S. 

3 OstenSibly, the people in Isaiah 's day seek Jeh ovah and 
express delight in his righteous ludgments. We read Jeho­
vah's words: "Day after day it was I whom they kept seek­
ing, and it was in the knowledge of my wayl that they 
would express delight, like a notion that carried on righ­
teousness Itself and that had not left the very justice of 
their Cod, in that they kept asking me for righteous judg­
ments, drawing near to God in whom they had delight. II 
(Isaiah 58:2) Is this pro fessed delight in Jehovah's ways 
genuine? No. They are "like a natio n that carried o n righ­
teousness itself," but the resemblance is merely superfi­
ciaL In t ruth, this n ation has "left the very justice of their 
God. " 

4 The situation is much Iikc that later revealed to the 
proph et Ezekiel. Jehovah told Ezekiel that the Jews wcre 
saying to one another: "Come, please, and hear what 
the word is that is go ing forth fro m Jehovah ." But God 
warned Ezekiel of their insincerity: "They will come in to 
you, ... and they will certainly hear your words but these 
they will not do, for with their mouth they are exp ressing 
lustfu l desires and after their unjust gain is wh ere their 
heart is going. And, look! you are to th em like a song of 
sensuous loves, like one with a pretty voice and playi ng a 
strin ged instrument welL And they will certainly hear 
your words, but there are none doing them." (Ezekiel 

3, 4. (a) What false appearance do the poopl!.' In Isaiah's day put 
on? (b) What is thl! real situation in Judah? 
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33:30-32) lS<liah's contemporaries also claim to be sccking 
Jehovah constantly, but Illey do not obey his word.s. 

Hyppcriti ca l Fasting 

5 In an effort to gain divine favo r, the Jews go through 
tile formality of fasti ng, bllt their pretended piety only 
alicllates them from Jehovah. In apparent bewilderment 
they ask: "For what reason did we fast and you did not see, 
and did we afflict our soul and you would take 110 /lote?" 
Jehovah responds frankly, sayi ng: " Indeed you people 
were finding deUght in the very day of your (osting, when 
UJere were 0/1 your toilers thot you kept driving to work. In­
deed for quarreling and struggle you would fast ond for 
striking with the fist of wickedness. Did you /lot keep (ost­
in9 as it! the day (or making your voice to be heard in 
the /l eight? Should the fast tllo! f choose become like this, 
as 0 day for earthling man to afflict his soul? For bowing 
down his head just like a rush, and that he should spread 
out mere sackcloth and aslJes as his couch 7 Is It this that 
you call a fast and a day acceptable to JelJovafl?" - Isaiah 
58:J -5. 

(j While fasting, feigning righteousness, and even asking 
for Je hova h's righ teous judgments, the people pursue self­
Ish pleasures and business interests. They indulge In stri fe, 
oppression, and violence. In an attempt to whitewash 
theIr behavior, they engage In showy displ:lYs of mourn­
Ing- drooping their hends like bulrushes and si tting in 
sackcloth and asbes- in apparen t rt'JX'I1tance fo r their si ns. 

S, IIOw do Ihe Jews II)' 10 gain (h"llIe f11vor, 11ml with what rca(!tlon 
rrom Jeh()I',lh? 
Ii, Whll! actions by the J !;W~ lx: tmy thei r rastlng as h)'pocrhk al? 

The Jews fasted alld bowed their heads in mock repentance 
- but they did not clwnge their ways 

• 
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Of what value is all of this if they continue to rebel? 
They show none of the godly sorrow and repentance that 
should be assodated with sincere fasts. Their wailing-al­
though noisy- is not heard in heaven. 

7 The Jews of Jesus' day put on a similar show of ceremo­
nial fasting, some doing so twice a week! (Matthew 6:16-
18; Luke 18:11, 12) Many of the religious leaders also imi­
tated Isaiah's generation by being harsh and domineering. 
Hence, Jesus courageously exposed those religious hypo­
crites, telling them that their form of worship was futile. 
(Matthew 15:7-9) Today, too, millions "publicly declare 
they know God, but they disown him by their works, be­
cause they are detestable and disobedient and not ap­
proved for good work of any sort." (Titus 1: 16) Such ones 
may hope for God's men.)', but their conduct betrays their 
insincerity. In contrast, Jehovah's Witnesses display true 
godly devotion and genuine brotherly love.-John 13:35. 

What True Repentance Involves 

8 Jehovah wants his people to do more than fast over 
their sins; he wants them to repent. Then they will gain 
his favor. (Ezekiel 18:23, 32) He explains that in order to 
be meaningful, fasting must be accompanied by a correc­
tion of past sins. Consider the heart-searching questions 
that Jehovah asks: " Is not this the fast that I choose? To 
loosen the fetters of wickedness, to release the bonds of 
the yoke bar; and to send away the crushed ones free, and 
that you people should tear in twa every yoke barr -Isa­
iah 58:6. 

9 Fetters and yoke bars are apt symbols of harsh bond­
age. So instead of fasting and at the same time oppress-

7. How did the Jews of Jesus' time act hypocritically, and how do 
many today do the same? 
8, 9. What positive actions must accompany sincere repentance? 
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ing fellow believers, the people ought to obey the com· 
mand: "You must love you r fellow as you rself." (Leviticus 
19:18) They should release aU whom they have oppressed 
and unjustly enslaved" Showy religtous acts, such as fast· 
ing, are no substitute for genuine godly devotion and acts 
demonstrating brotherly love. A contemporary of Isaiah, 
the prophet Micah, writes: "What is jehovah asking back 
from you but to exerdse justice and to love kindness and 
to be modest in walking with your God?"-Micah 6:8. 

10 Justice, kindness, and modesty call for the doing of 
good to others, which is the essence of Jehovah's Law. 
(Matthew 7:12) Far better than fasting would be a shar­
Ing o f their bounty with the needy. Jehovah asks: " Is [the 
fast that I choose] not the dividing of your bread out 
to the hungry one, and that you should bring the af­
flicted, homeless people into your house? That in case you 
should see someone naked, you must caver him, and thot 
you should not hIde yourself from your own flesh r (Istr 
lah 58:7) Yes, rather than making a show of fasting, those 
having the means to do so should give food, clothing, or 
housing to needy fellow inhabitants of Judah- their own 
flesh . 

II These beautiful principles of brotherly love and com­
passion expressed by Jehovah do not apply o nly to 
the Jews in Isaiah's time. They guide Christians as well . 
Hence, the apostle Paul wrote: "Really, then, as long as we 
have time favorable for it, let us work what is good toward 

• jehovah made the provision for those of h is people who feU into 
debt to )eU themselves Into slavery-essentlally becoming hi red la· 
borers- to payoff their debt. (Leviticus 25:39-43) ~Iowever, the law 
required that slaves be treated kindly. Those trea ted brutally were to 
be set frl't'.-Exodus 21:2, 3, 26, 27; Deuteronomy 15:12-15. 

10, II. (a) For the jews, what would be better than fasting? (b) How 
clln Christians today apply jehovah's counsel to the Jews? 
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all, out e.'ipedalJy toward those related to us in the fai th .H 
(Galatians 6: 1 0) The Christian congregation must be a ha­
ven of Jove and brotherly affection, especially in viC\'t' of 
the increasingly critidal times in which we Jive.-2 Timo­
t hy 3: I; Jam es 1 :27. 

Obedience Brings Rich Blessings 

12 If only Jehovah 's people would have the insight 10 
heed his loving reproof! Jehovah says: "In that case your 
light would break forth just like the down; and speedI­
ly would recuperation spring up for YO". And before you 
YOllr righteousness would certainly walk; the very glory of 
Jehovah would be your rear guard. In that case you would 
call, and Jehovah himself would answer; you would cry for 
help, and he would say, 'Here f aml' H (Isaiah 58:8, 9a) 
What warm, appealing words! jehovah blesses and pro­
tL'CtS those delighting in loving-ki ndness ilnd righ teous­
ness. !fjehovah 's people repent of their harshness and hy­
pocrisy and obey him, things will get much brighter for 
them. jehovah will grant "recuperation," a splrltual ,md 
physical recovery fo r the nation. He will also guard them, 
as he did their fore fathers when they were leaving Egypt. 
And he will respond immed iately to their cries fo r help. 
-l:'.xodus 14:19,20,31. 

13 Jehovah now adds to h is earlier exhortation, liayl ng: 
Nit you will remove from your midst the yoke bar lof harsh, 
unjust slaveryL the poking out of the finger [possibly in 
scorn o r false accusation[ and tile speaking of what is 

12. What will Jehovah do if his people obey him? 
13. What IJ I{'SSings awail the Jews if they respond 10 Jehovah's ex· 
hortatlon? 

Those with the means to do so give housing, 
clothing, or provisions to those In /leed 
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hurtful; and you will grant to the hungry one your own 
soulful desire, and you will satisfy the soul that is being of· 
fUeted, your light also wfff certainly flash up even in the 
darkness, and your gloom will be like mIdday." (Isaiah 58: 
9b, 10) Selfishness and harshness arc self-d efeating and 
brlngJehovah's wrath. Kindness and generosi ty, however, 
especially when exercised toward the hungry an d the af­
meted, bring God's rich blessing. If only the j ews will take 
these truths to heart ! Then their spi ri tual rad iance and 
prosperity will make them sh ine like the midday sun , dis­
pelling any gloom. Above aU, they will brlng honor and 
praise to Jehovah, the Source of t heir glory and blessings. 
-1 Kings 8:41-43. 

A Na tion Restored 

\'\ Regrettably, the nation Ignores Jehovah's appeal and 
plunges even deeper into wickedness. Eventually, they 
leave jehovah no choice but to send them Into exHe, just 
as he warned. (Deuteronomy 28: IS, 36, 37, 64, 65) Still, 
jehovah's next words through Isaiah conti nue to offer 
hope. God predicts that a dl5c1pUncd, contrite remnant 
will joyfully rehuu to the land of judah, even though it 
lies desolate. 

IS Po lnting forward to the restoration o f his people in 
537 S.C.E., jehovah, through isaiah, 5.1YS: NJehovah will 
be bOllnd to lead you constantly and to satisfy your soul 
even in a scorched land, and he w1ll invigorate your very 
bones; and you must become like a well·watered garden, 
and like the source of water [ Nspring, " The New English Bi· 
ble] , the walen of which do not lie [Nfal'," NE] ." (Iso· 
1011 58:11) Jehovah will restore Israel's scorched home-

I~ . (a) HolV do Isaiah's contemporaries react 10 his words? (b) \"/hat 
does Jehovah continue to ofter? 
IS. What loyful restoration does JetlOvah fo re tell? 
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land to luxuriant productivity. What Is more wonderful, 
he will b less his repentant people, invigorating their "very 
bones" from a spiritually lifeless state to one o f fu ll vi tal· 
tty. (Ezekiel 37:1- 14) The people themselves will become 
Jlke "a well-watered garden" filled with spiritual fru itage. 

16 Ih!storat1on will include the rebuild ing of cities de-
stroyed by the Babylonian invaders In 607 B.C.E. "At your 
instance men will certainly build up the places devastated 
o long time; you will raise up even tile foundations of con· 
tlnLlOus generations. And you will actually be called the 
repairer of the gop, the restorer of roadways by which to 
dwell. N (Isaiah 58:12) The parallcl ex pressio ns "the places 
devastated a long tim e" and "the fO llllCI,ltions of con­
tl nuOliS generations" (or, the foundatio ns that have been 
lying In ruins for generations) show that the repatriated 
remnant will rebuild the ruined cities of Judah, especlalJy 
Je rusaJcm. (Nehemiah 2:5; 12:27; Isaiah 44:28) They wiU 
repai r "the gap"-a collective term referring to breaches in 
the walls of Jerusalem and no doubt o f at her cities as well. 
- Jeremiah 3 1:38-40; Amos 9:14. 

Bless ings That Co m e From 
J:aithful Sabbath Observance 

17 The Sabbath was an expression of God's deep con­
cern for the physicaJ and spiritual welfa re of his people. Je­
Sus said: NThe sabbath came into ex istence fo r the sake of 
man," (Mark 2:27) This day sanctified by Jehovah afforded 
the Israe.lites a special opportu nity to show their love for 
God. Sadly, by Isaiah's time It has been reduced to a day 
o f obscrvlngempty rirnaJs and indu lging In selfish desires. 
So once again, Jehovah has cause to censure his people. 
And again, he tries to reach their hearts. He says: "If in 

16, How will the la nd be [l!stOted? 
17. How dQl!5Jchovah appeal to hIs people to obey the Sabbath laws? 
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view of the sabbath you will tum back your fool as regards 
doing your own delights on my holy day, and will actually 
call the sabbath an exquisite delight. a holy day of Jeho­
vah, one being glorified, and will actually glorify It rather 
than doing your own ways, rother than finding what de­
lights you and speaking a word; you will In tilat case find 
your exquisite delight in Jehovah, and I will make you ride 
upon the high places of the eorth,. and I will couse you 
to eat from the hereditary possession of Jacob your forefa­
ther. for the mouth of Jehovah Itself has spoken it." - Isoiah 
58:13, 14. 

18 The Sabbath is a day for spiritual contemplation, 
pmyer, and family worship. It should help 
the Jews reflect on Jehovah's wonder-
fu l deeds in their behalf and 

18. What will Jelult (rom Judah's 
failure to honor the Sabbath? 

If Judah repents, 
she will rebuild her 
devastated cities 
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on the justice and love manifest In his L,W, Thus, faithfu l 
observance of this ho ly day should help the people draw 
closer to their God. Instead, they arc perverting the Sab­
bath and therefore are in danger of being cut off from Je­
hovah's bJcsslllg.-Lcviticus 26:34; 2 Ch ro nicles 36:21. 

19 Stili, If the Jews learn from the d iscipline and turn to 
ho no ring the Sabbath arrangemen t, rich blessi ngs are In 
store. The good effects of true worsh ip and respect for the 
Sabbath will spill over Into all aspects o f the ir lives. 
(Deuteronomy 28: 1-13; Psalm 19:7-11) For example. Jeh!> 
vah will make his people "ride upon the high places of 
the c<lrl'h ." This exp ression signifies SCI..'1Hlty and conquest 
o f one's enemies. Whoever controls the I1lgh places- the 
h ills and the mountains-rontrols the land. (Deuterono­
my 32: 13; 33:29) At one time lsrael o beyed Jchovah, and 
the nation enjoyed his protection and was respected, even 
fean.'(I, by ot her nations. Uoshua 2:9- 11; 1 Kings 4:20, 21) 
If o nce a8a1 n Lhcy turn to Jehovah In obedience, some o f 
that fonner glory wil l be restored. Jehovah will grant his 
pl'Ople a full share in lithe hereditary possessio n of Jacob" 
- the blessings promised through His covenant with thei r 
forefathers, especially the blessing o f secure possession o f 
the Promised Land.-Psalm 105:8-11. 

ZO Is there a lesson in this for Christians? Upon the death 
o f Jesus Christ, the Mosaic J..."lW was done away with, in­
cluding It~ Sabbath n.'qulrements. (Colossia ns 2: 16, 17) 
However, the spirit that the Sabbath observance should 
have encouraged in Judah- putting spiritual Interests first 
and drawing dose to Jehovah- is still vital for worshipers 
of Jehovah. (Matthew 6:33; James 4:8) Moreover, Paul, In 
his letter to the Hebrews, says: "There remains a sabbath 

19, What rich blessings are In store for God'~ 1)e(11)IC If Ihey turn to 
keeJ1ln~ t ile Sabbath? 
20. What ~sabbath resting" Is there for ChrI5tl ~ns? 

• 
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resting for the people of God." Christians enter Into this 
"sabbath resting" by being obedient to Jehovah and pur­
suing righteousness based on faith in the shed blood of 
Jesus Christ. (Hebwvs 3:12, 18, 19; 4:6, 9-11, 14· 16) r-or 
Christians, this kind of sabbath observance Is kept, not 
just one day a week, but every day.-Colosslans 3:23, 24. 

Spiritual Israel 'Rides Upo n Earth's High Il ll1ccs' 

21 Since their release from Babylonlsh ca ptivity In 1919, 
anointed Christians have faithfully observed what was 
foreshadowed by the Sabbath . As a result, Jehovah has 
made them uride upon the high places of the earth ." In 
what sense? Back in 1513 B.C.E., Jehovah made a cove­
nant with Abraham's descendants that If Ihey were obedi­
ent, they would become a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation. (E.xodus 19:5, 6) Throughout the 40 years in the 
wilderness, Jehovah carried them safely, as an eagle carries 
its fledglings, and blessed them with abundanl provisions. 
(Deuteronomy 32:10-12) The nation lacked faith, how­
{!ver, and finally lost out on all the prlvtleges they could 
have had. In spite of that, Jehovah does have a kingdom of 
priests today. It Is the spiritual Israel of God.-Galatians 6: 
16; 1 Peter 2:9. 

22 During "the time of the end," this spiritual nation has 
done what andent Israel failed to do. They have kept faith 
with Jehovah. (Daniel 8:17) As Its members strictly ob­
serve Jehovah's high standards and lofty ways, In a splritu· 
31 sense Jehovah raises them on high. (Proverbs 4:4, 5, 8; 
Revelation 11;12) Protected from the uncleanness sur· 
rounding them, they enjoy an elevated IIfc-stylc, and rath· 
er than insisting on following their own ways, Ihey find 
"exquisite delight ill Jehovah" and In his Word. {Psalm 

21, 22. In what way has Jehovah made the brlld Of God - ride upon 
the high places of the earth-? 
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37:4) j ehovah has kept them spiritually secure il l the 
face of determined opposition \vorldwlde. Since 19 19 their 
spiritual "land" has not been bre .. ched. (Isaiah 66:8) They 
continue to be a I>copic fo r ltis lofty name, which they 
joyfully declare worldwide. (Deuteronomy 32:3; Acts IS: 
14) Moreover, an increasing number of mcckones from all 
nations now share with them In the grand privilege of be­
Ing taught jehovah 's ways and helped to walk In his paths. 

23 j ehovah has caused his anointed servants to "cat from 
the hered itary possession of jacob." When Isaac blessed 
jacob instead of £Sa u, the patriarch 's words fo retold bless­
ings for all who would exercise fait h in the promised Seed 
of Abraham. (Genesis 27:27-29; Ga latians 3:16, 17) Ukeja­
cob-and unli ke Esau- ano inted Christians and their com­
panions 'appreciate sacred things,' especially the spiriruaJ 
food that God supplies in abundance. (I-lebm .... s 12: 16, 17; 
Matthew 4:4) This spiritual food- which Includes knowl­
edge of whatjchovah Is accomplishing through the pro m· 
ised Seed and that Seed 's associates-Is strengthening, in· 
vigorating, and vital fo r their splrlhml life. Hence, it is 
crucial that they constantly take In spirit ual nourishment 
by reading and meditating on God's Word. (Psalm 1:1 -3) 
It is impemtive that they associate with fellow believers at 
Christian meetings. And It Is essential that they uphold 
the high standards of pure wo rship as they joyfully share 
that nourishment with others 

24 While eagerly awaiting the fulfi llment of jehovah's 
promises, may true Christians continue to repudiate hy­
pocrisy of all kinds. Nourished by "the he.red ltary posses­
sion of jacob," may they continlle to enjoy spirihl<l l secu­
ri ty upon "the high places of the earth ." 

23. How has Jehovah caused hb anOinted serva nts to -eat from the 
hereditary possession of J acob~1 
24. How do true Chrlstlans today conduct thelm el \'!!!? 



CHAPTER TWENTY 

Jehovah's Hand Has 
Not Become Short 

isaiah 59:1·21 

THE natio n of Judah claims to be in ,I covenant relation­
ship with j ehovah. Yet, there Is trouble everywhere. j us-­
tice Is In short supply, crime and o ppressio n are rampant, 
and hopes for improvement go un reaIl7.ed, Something Is 
seriously wrong, Many wonder If j ehovah will ever cor­
rect matters. This is the situation in the days of Isaiah. But 
Isaiah's account of this time Is more than mere anden t 
history. His words contain prophetic warnings fo r any 
who claim to worsh ip God but Ignore His laws. And the 
Inspired prophecy recorded in 1s.11ah Chapter 59 provides 
warm encouragement fo r all who strive to servc Jehovah 
despite llving in difficult and dangerous times, 

Isolated Fro m the True God 

2 Just imagine-j ehovah's covenant people have lapsed 
into apostasy! They have turned their backs o n their Mak· 
er, thus remOving themselves fTom under his protective 
hand. Because of this, they are experienci ng severe d is­
tress. Do they perhaps blame jehovah for their hard times? 
Isaiah tells them: NL.ooI<l1he hand of Jellovoh has not be­
come too short that it cannot save, nor has his eor become 
too heavy that it cannot hear. No, but the very erron of you 
people have become the things causing division between 

I. What Is the sllllation In Jud;th. lind what do man)' wonder? 
2, 3. Why Is Jehovah not protecting Judah7 
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you and your God, arid yo"rown sins IJaVE! callsed the con­
cealing of his face from you to keep from hearing." -Isaiah 
59: 1, 2. 

3 Those \ .. 'oms arc f!"tlllk but true, Jehovah is still the 
God of salvation. As the "Hearer of prayer," he listens to 
the prayers of his faithful servants. (Psalm 65:2) However, 
he does not bless wrongdoers. The pcople themselves are 
responsible for their alienation from Jehovah. Their own 
..... ickedness has k>d him 10 conccal his face from lhem, 

" The truth is, Judah has a terrible record, Isalah's prophe­
cy lists some of the charges against them: "Your own palms 
have become polluted with blood, alld your fingers with er­
ror. Your own /ips have spoken falsellood. Your OWII tongue 
kept muttering sheer unrighteousness," ( Isaiah 59:3) The 
people lie and speak unrighteous things. The reference to 
~palms ... polluted with blood" indicates lhal some have 
even committed murder. What it dishonor to God, whose 
Law not only prohibits murder but also forbids 'hating 
you r brother in your hearl ' l (Leviticus 19: 17) The unbri­
dled sinfulness of lhe Inhabitants of Judah and the inevi­
table outcome should remind each one of liS today that we 
need to control sinful thoughts and fL'Cll ngs. Otherwise, 
we could end up committing wicked acts that would sepa­
rate us from God.- Romans 12:9; Galatians 5:15; James I: 
14, 15. 

S TIle disease of sin has Inrected the whole nation. The 
prophecy says: " l1,ere Is no one calling Ollt In righteous­
ness, and no one at off has gone to CO!/rt in faithfulness. 
There has been a trusting in unreality, and a speaking of 
worthlessness. Jhere lias beell a conceiving of trouble, and 
a bringing of what Is hurtful to birth. " (Isaiah 59:4) No one 
is speaking righteousness. Even In courts of law, It is rare to 

4. What chaises are leveled ag.llnst Judah? 
S. How far has Judah's oorrul>tlon gond 
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find someone who is reliable o r fai thful . Judah has turned 
her back o n Jehovah and put her trust In alliances with na­
tions, even in lifeless ido ls. All of these are "unreality," of 
no value whatsoever. (Isaiah 40:17, 23; 4l: 29) As a result, 
there Is much talk, but all of It Is worthless. Plans are con­
ceived, but they result in trouble and hurtfulness. 

6 Unrighteousness and violence In Judah find a striking 
parallel in Christendom. (See NApostate Jerusalem-A Par­
allel of Christendom," on page 294.) lWo vicious world 
wars have been fought involvi ng so-called Christian na­
tions. Down to the present, Christendom's form of reli­
gion has proved powerless to stop ethnic cleansing and 
Intertribal slaughter among her own members. (2 Timo­
thy 3:5) Although Jesus taughl his followers to trust in 
God's Kingdom, the natio ns of Christendom continue to 
rely for security on military arsenals and political alliances. 
(Matthew 6:10) Indeed, most of the world's major arms 
producers are found in the nations o f Ch ristendom! Yes, 
when Christendom trusts in human efforts and institu­
tJons (or a secure future, she too Is trusting in "unreality." 

Reaping Bitte.r Fruit 

7 Idolatry and dishonesty cannol produce a healthy s0-

ciety. Because of resorting to such measures, the unfaith­
ful Jews are now reaping the trouble that they them­
selves have sown. We read: '7he eggs of a poisonous 
snake are what they have hatched, and they kept weaving 
the mere cobweb of a spider. Anyone eating some of their 
eggs would die, and the egg that was smashed would be 
hatched into a viper. '" (Isaiah 59:5) From conception to 
realization, Judah's schemes produce noth ing substantial. 

6. How Is ChrIstendom's record llkt that of Judah? 
7. Why do Judah's schemes result only In what Is harmful? 
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Their wrong thinking results only In bad, just as the eggs 
of a poisonous snake produce only poisonous snakes. And 
the nation suffers. 

8 Some Inhabitants of Judah may rcsDrt to vio lence in 
1111 effort to protect themselves, but they wilt fall Physical 
force cannot replace trust in j ehovah and works of righ­
teousness as protection any more than cobwebs can re­
place real fabric as protectio n agai nst the clements. Isaiah 
declares: un.eir mere cobweb will not serve as a gannent, 
nor will they cover themselves with their works. Their 
works are hurtful works, and the activity of violence is in 
their palms. nJeir own feet keep running to sheer bad­
ness, and they are in a hurry to shed Innocent blood. Their 
thoughts are hurtful thoughts; despoiling and breakdown 
are in lhelr highways." (Isaiah 59:6, 7) judah's thinking is 
fl aWed. By resorting to violence to try to solve her prob­
lems, she demonstrates an ungodly attitude. It matters lit­
tle to her that Olany of her victims are Innocent and that 
so me arc genui ne servants of God. 

9 These inspi red words remind us of the bloody record 
o f Christendo m. Surely, j ehovah wUI call her to account 
for her tragiC misrepresentation of Christianltyl Like the 
jews o f Isaiah's day, Christendom has pursued a morally 
twisted course because her leaders believe It to be the only 
pract ical one. While they talk o f peace, they act with in­
Justice. What duplicity! Since Christendom's leaders con­
tinue usi ng this tactic, true peace will remaIn beyond 
thei r grasp. It is as the prophecy goes on to say: un.e way 
of peace they have ignored, and there Is no Justice In their 
trocks. Their roadways they have mode crooked for them­
selves. No one at all treading In them wlfl actually know 
peace. it_Isaiah 59:8. 

8. What delllonstratl'sjudah's flawed thlnklnl' 
9. Why Is true peace beyond the grasp of ehr 5lclldorn's leaders7 
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Apostate Jerusalem 
-A Parallel of Christendom 

Jerusalem, the capital city of God's chosen nation, 
pictures God's heaven ly organization of spirit creatures 
and also the body of anointed Christians resurrected to 
heaven as the bride of Christ. (Ga latians 4:25, 26; Rev­
elation 21 :2) Often, however, Jerusalem's inhabitants 
were unfaithful to Jehovah, and the ci ty was described 
as a prostitute and an adulteress. (Ezekiel 16:3, 15, 30-
42) In that state, Jerusalem provided a fitting model of 
apostate Ch ristendom. 

Jesus ca lled Jerusalem "the ki ller of the prophets and 
stoner of those sent for th to her." (luke 13:34; Matthew 
16:21) Uke unfaithful Jerusalem, Christendom claims to 
serve the true God but deviates widely from his righ­
teous ways. We can be confident that lehovah wi ll 
judge Christendom by the same righteous standards 
with wh ich he judged apostate lerusa lem. 

Wandering i.n Spiritual Darkness 

10 Jehovah cannot bless Juda h's devious and destructive 
ways. (Psalm 11:5) So speaking on behalf of the entire na­
tion, Isaiah confesses Judah's guilt: "Justice has come to 
be far away from us, and righteousness does not catch 
up with us. We keep hoping for Iigh~ bu~ lookl darkness; 
for brightness, but in continuous gloom we kept walk­
ing. We keep groping for the wall Just like blind men, and 
like those without eyes we keep groping. We have stum­
bled at high noon just as in evening darkness; among the 
stout ones we are just like dead people. We keep groaning, 

10. What confession dcres Isaiah make on behalf o f Judah? 
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all of us, just like bears; and Ifke doves we mourn(ully keep 
cooing." (Isaiah 59:9-110) The Jews have not let God's 
Word be a lamp to their feet and a light to their road­
way. (1's.11m 119: 105) A ... a consequence, th ings look dark. 
Even at high noon, they grope about as If It were night. 
It is as though they were dead. In thcir longing for relief, 
they groan loudly like h ungry or wou nded bears. Some 
coo pitifully. like lonely doves. 

II ls.llah Is o nly too aware that the reason fo r Ju­
duh's plight is revolt against God. He says: " We kept hop­
ing (or Justice, but there was none; for solvation, btlt it 
lias stayed for away (rom us. For our revoltJ have become 
many In front of you; and as for our sins, each one has 
testified against us. For our revolts are with us; and os for 
our errors, we well know them. There 'lOve been trans­
gressing and a denying of Jehovoh; and there was a mov­
Ing bock from our God, a speaking of oppression and re­
vo/~ a conceiving and a muttering of words of falsehood 
from the very heart," (Isaiah S9: J7b- J3) Si nce the Inhab­
Itants o f Judah have not repented, th eir sins still count 
against them. Justice has left the land because th e peo­
ple have Icft Jehovah . They have proved false through and 
through, even oppressing their brothers. How like those 
In Christendom today! Not only do many Igno re justice 
but they also actively persecute faithful Witnesses of Jeho­
vah, who seek to do God's will. 

Jehovah Executes Judgment 

12 There seems to be no justice, righteousness, or truth 
In Judah. HJustice was forced to move bock, and righ­
teousness itself kept standing simply far off. For truth hos 

II. Why are Judah'$ hopes for iustice and salvation In vain? 
12. What Is the attitude of those responsible for adminis tering jus­
t ice In Judah? 
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stumbled even in the publk square, and what IJ straIght­
forward is unable to en ter. ... (Isaiah 59:14) Ilehlnd the 
dty gates in Judah, there are public squares where the 
o lder men meet to consider Jegil l cases. (Ruth 4:1, 2, 11) 
Such men should judge In rlghteousncss and pu rsue Ius.­
tlce, not accept bribes. (Deuterono my 16:18·20) Instead, 
they judge according to their own selfish Ideas. Worse 
yet, they view any who Sincerely try to do good as easy 
prey. We read: '7he truth proves to be missIng, ofJd allY­
one turning away from bodness is beIng despoJled. "-Isa­
Iah 59:150. 

A Judge should judge In righteousntsJ, 
kek jusllce, and accept 

no bribes , 1":> __ 
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13 Those who full to speak ou t a~ .. lnllt m oml perversio n 
fOIbret that God is not blind, Ignomnt, o r powerless. Isa­
iah writes: "Jehovah got to see, and It was bad in his eyes 
that there was no justice. And when lie sow that there was 
no man, he began to show himself astonished that there 
was no one interposing. And his arm proceeded to save for 
him, and his own righteousness was the tll("9 that sup­
ported him." (Isaiah 59:15b, 16) Since aplXli nted judges 
are dcrel1ct In their duty, Jehova h will Intervene In the 
matter. Wilen he docs, he will act In righteousness and 
with power. 

14 There is a similar siluatioll today. We Jive in a world 
where many have "come to be past all moral sense:" 
(Ephesians 4: 19) Few bclk'vc that Jehovah will ever inter· 
vene to e liminate evil from the earth . nut Isaiah's prophe­
cy shows that Jehovah closely observes human affairs. He 
makes judgments, and In his own time, he acts according 
to those lud~rncnts. Are his ludl:lll1ents fillr7 Isaiah show~ 
that they afc. ln the case of the nation of Judah, he writes: 
' 'Then [Jehovah] put on righteousness as a coot of moil, 
and the Irelmet of solvation upon llis llead. Furthermore, 
he put on the gorments of vengeance as raiment and en­
wrapped himself with zeal os If a sleeveless coot." (lsaioh 
59:11) These I>rophelicwords picture Jehovah as a warrior 
girding him self for battle. He Is intent on the salvation of 
his cause. lie Is sure o f his own absolute and unassailable 
rightl'Ousncss. And he will be fearlessly zealous in h is acts 
of judgment There is no doubt that· right will prevai l. 

13. Since Judah'~ ludges llle derelict In Ihelr dUlY, what will )eh{)o 
va ll do? 
14. (a) \\Ih:1I aHltude do many loday ha~1 (b) !-low don JehoVah 
prepare himself for action? 



298 Isaiah's PlopheC}'- J.ijilt far All Mau/duo! 11 

15 Today in some lands, enemies of truth try to hin­
der the work of Jehovah's servants by spreading fa lse 
and defamatory propaganda. True Christians do not hes­
Itate to stand up fo r the tru th, but they never seek per­
sonal vengeance. (Romans l2:19) Even when Jehovah set­
tics accounts with apostate Ch ristendom, h is worshipers 
on earth will have no hand In herdestrucUon. They know 
that Jehovah has reserved vengeance for himself ilnd that 
he wiU take approp riate action when the time comes. The 
prophecy a%ures liS: "In accordance with the dealings he 
will reward correspondingly, rage to his adversaries, due 
treaiment to his enemies. To the islands he will recom­
pense due treatment." (Isaiah 59:18) As in Isaiah's day, 
not only will God's judgments be fai r but they will also be 
complete. They will even reach Hto the islands," to distant 
parts. No o ne will be so remote o r isolated that he will be 
oul of reach of Jehovah's judgment at1S. 

15. (a) In what way will true Christians conduct themselv~s when 
Jehovah executes Judgment? (b) Wh,lt l'an tJ<o said aOOllt Jehovah's 
judgmenLi? 

Like (I river in flood, Jehovah 's judgments will sweep 
away all barriers to the doing of his will 
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16 Those who exerl themselves 10 do right are judged 
righteously by )ehov:lh. Isaiah fore tells that from one ho­
rizon to the other- throughout the entire earth-such 
ones will survive, Artd their experiencing Jehovah's pm­
tectton will profoundly strengthen their reverence and re­
spect fo r him. (Malachi 1:11) We read: "From the Sutl­

set they wiff begin to fear the name o( Jehovah, and from 
the rising of the sun the g lory of him, (or he will come 
in like a distressing rivet; which the very spirit of Jehovoh 
has driven along." (Isaiah 59:19) Like a powerful wi nd­
storm pushing a {il'slructive wall of water ahead o f it and 
washing away all in its path, Jehovah's spi rit will sweep 
away all barriers to the fulfil lment of his will. His spirit is 
more powerfu l than any force that man possesses. When 
he uses it to execute judgment on men and nations, he 
will have certain and complete success. 

Hope and 81ess ing for Repentant Ones 

17 Under the Law of Moses, an Israelite who sold h im­
self into slavery could be bought back out o f slavery by a 
repurchaser. Previously in Isaiah's prophetic book, Jeho­
vah has been characterized as the Repurchaser of repen­
tant ind ividuals. (Isaiah 48:17) Now he is again described 
as the Repurchaser of rl>pentant ones. Isaiah records Je­
hovah's promise: " 70 Zion the Repurchaser will certainly 
come, and to those turning from transgression in Jacob,' is 
the utterance of Jehovoh," (Isaiah 59:20) This reassuring 
promise is fulfi lled in 537 B.C.E. But it has a further fulftll­
ment. The apostle Paul quoted these words from the Sep­
tuagin t version and applied them to Ch ristians. He wrote: 

16. Who will 5urvivc )choYah's judgment acts, and what wHl they 
learn fro m their survival? 
17. Who Is Zion's Rcpur<:haser, a.nd whell does he repurchase Zion'! 

• 
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"In this manner all Israel will be saved . Just as It Is writ· 
ten: 'The deliverer will come out of Zion and tu rn away 
ungodly practices from Jacob. And th is Is the covenan t on 
my part with them, when I take their sins away.''' (Ro. 
mans 11 :26, 27) Indeed, Isaiah's prophecy has a greatly 
extended application--Qne that reaches down to our time 
and beyond. How so? 

18 In the fi rst century, a small remnant of the natio n of 
Israel accepted Jesus as the Messiah. (Romans 9:27; '11 :5) 
On the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., Jehovah pome<! out his 
holy spirit on about 120 o f those believers and b rought 
them into his new covenant mediated by Jesus Christ. 
Oeremiah 31 :31-33; Hebrews 9: 15) On that day there 
came into existence "the Israel of God," a new nation 
whose members are characterized, not by fleshly descen t 
fro m Ab raham, but by a begetting by God's spiri t. (Ga­
latians 6:16) Starting with Cornelius, the new natio n In­
cluded uncircumcised Gen tlles. (Acts 10:24-48; Revelation 
5:9, 10) Thus they were adopted by j ehovah God and be­
came his spiritual ch ildren, fellow heirs with jeslIs.-Ro­
ma ns 8:16, 17. 

19 Jehovah now makes a covenan t wit h the Is rael o f God. 
We read: "~ for me, this Is my covenant with them,' Je­
hovah has said. 'My spirit that is upon you ond my words 
that I have put in your mouth- they will not be removed 
from your mouth or from the mouth of your offsprfng or 
(rom the mouth of the offspring of your offsprlng,' Jeho­
vah has said, ' from now on even to time Jndeffnlte.' If (Iso­
iah 59:21) Whether these words hac! an appllca tion lIpon 
Isaiah himself or not, they were certainly fu lfill ed in j e-

18. When and how did Jehovah bring loto exls'cn~ ",he Israel of 
God~? 

19. What covenant does Jehovah make with the Israel of God? 
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sus, who was assured that 'he would see h is offspring.' 
(Isaiah 53: 10) j esus spoke words that he had learned from 
jehovah, and j ehovah's spi rit rested upon him. Oohn 1: 
18; 7:16) Fitti ngly, his brothers and fe llow heirs, members 
of the Israel of God, also receive j ehovah's holy spirit and 
preach a message that they have learned from their heav­
enly Father. They are all "persons taugh t by jehovah." 
(Isaiah 54:13; Luke 12:12; Acts 2:38) Either th rough Isa­
iah o r through Jesus, whom Isaiah prophetically pictures, 
jehovah now covenan ts never to replace them but to use 
them to time indefinite as his witnesses. (Isaiah 43:10) 
Who, though, are their "offspring" who also benefit from 
this covenant? 

20 In andent times Jehovah promised Abraham: "By 
means of your seed a ll nations of the earth wlU certairuy 
bless themselves." (Genesis 22: 18) In harmony with this, 
the small remnant o f natural Israelites who accepted the 
Messiah went out into many nations, preaching the good 
news about the Christ. Starting with Cornelius many un­
circumdsed Gentiles 'blessed themselves' by means of Je­
sus, Abraham's Seed. They became part of the Israel o f 
God and a secondary pari of the seed o f Abraham. They 
are part ofjehovah 's "holy nation," whose commission is 
to "declare abroad the excellendes of the o ne that called 
{them1 out of darkness Into his wonderfulllght."-l Peter 
2:9; Galatians 3:7-9, 14, 26-29. 

21 Today the full number of the Israel of God appears 
to have been gathered. Sti li, the nations continue to be 

20. How was Jehovah's prom!se to Abra hum fu lfilled In t he first cen­
tury? 
21. (a) What · offsprlng" has the !.srae! o f God produced In modern 
tImes? (b) How are the "o ffsprIng" comforted by the covenant, or 
contract, tha t Jehovah has made with the Israel o f God? 
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blessed- and on a grand scale. How? In that the Israel 
of God has had "offspring," disciples of jesus whose hope 
Is everlasting life on a paradise earth. (J'salm 37: 11, 29) 
These "offspring" are also taught hy jehovah and are in­
structed In his ways. (Isa lnh 2:2-4) While nOt baptized 
with holy spirit or considered to be participa nts In the 
new covenant, they arc strengthened by jehovah's holy 
spirit to overcome aU the obstacles that Satan puts in the 
way o f their preaching work. (Isaiah 40:28-3 1) Their num­
ber now reaches into the millions and continues to in­
crease as they produce o ffspring of thc!r own. Jehovah's 
covenant, or contract, with the anoi nted ones gIves 
tht'S!! "offspring" confidence that jeho-
vah wi ll continue to use them too as 
his spokesmen to time Indefinite. 
- Revelation 21:3, 4, 7. 

22 May aU o f us, then, main­
tain OllT faith in Jehovah. He Is 
both wlWng and able to savel 
His hand will never be short; 
he wil l always deliver h is 
faithful people. All who 
trun in him will continue 
to bear his good words in 
thei r mouths "from now 
on even to time indef­
Inite." 

22. What confidence can 
we n;a\'C In Jehcwah.. <md 
how should this affect us~ 

Jehovah covenants that 
hlJ people will never lose tile 

privilege of being his witnesses 



CHAI'TER TWENTY-ONE 

True Worship Expands 
Worldwide 

Isaiah 60:1·22 

CHA]yrEI{ 60 o f Isaiah is written as a soul-stirring dra­
ma . In the opening verses, our attention Is captured by 
a touching scene. A series of events follows in rapid suc­
cession, leading us to a moving finale. The chapter de­
scri bes In colorful word pictures the restoration o f true 
worship In andent Jerusal em and the worldwide expan­
sion of true worship today. Moreover, It points to eternal 
bleSSings in store for aU of God's loyal worshipers. Each 
one of us can play a part In the fulfi llment of this fascl­
nntlng portion of Isaiah's prophecy. Let us therefore ex­
amine It carefully. 

Light Shines in the Darkness 

2 The opening words of this chapter of Isaiah are ad­
dressed to a woman in sad circumstances. She is evident­
ly lying prostrate In darkness on the ground. Suddenly, 
light pierces the gloom as Jehovah, through [salah, calls 
Olll: "Arise, 0 woman, shed forth /igllt, for your IIgllt has 
come and upon you the very glory of Jellovah has shone 
forth." (Isaiah 60:1) Yes, the "woman" should get to her 
feet and reflect God's glory! Why Is this a matter of ur­
gency? The prophecy continues: " tookl darkness itself 

I. What encourIIglng message does Isaiah chapler 60 conta in? 
Z. What command is given to a womnn Iylns 111 darkness, and why 
Is It urllcnt thnt she obey? 

• 
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will cover the eartiJ, and thick gloom the nalionalgroups; 
but upon you Jehovah will shine forth, and upon you lIis 
own glory will be seen." (Isaiah 60:2) For the benefit of 
those around her who are still groping in darkness, the 
"woman" must "shed fo rth light." Wililt will be til e re­
sulf! "Nations will certainly go to your light, alld kings to 
the brightness of your shining forth." ( lsaiaiJ 60:3) These 
opening words provide the gist of what wi ll be explained 
in greater deta il in lhe verses that follow- true worship 
must expand worldwide! 

3 Although speaking about futme events, Jehovah tell s 
the "woman" that her light "has come." 1l1is stresses the 
certainty that the prophecy wi ll be h llfillecl . The "wom­
an" being referred to is Zion, or Jerusalem, the cap ital of 
Judah. (Isaiah 52:1, 2; 60:14) ·rhe city stands for the entire 
nation. At the time of the first fulfillment of this proph~ 

l..'C)', the "woman" is found lying in darkness, where she 
has been since Jerusalem was destroyed in 607 B. C.E. 
However, in 537 S.C.E., a f,lithful re mnant of exiled Jews 
return to Jeru salem and restore pure worship. At last, Je­
hovah causes light to sh ine upon his "woman," and 
his restored people become a source of enlightenment 
among the spir it ually bcdarkencd nations. 

A Greate r Fulfillment 

4 Our interest in these prophetic words goes beyond 
their fulfillment upon Jerusalem ofolc!. Today Jehovah's 
heavenl y "woman" is represented on earth by lithe Israel 

3. ta) \Vho!~ the "\\"om~n"? (b) Why has the "woman" b<:!en lying 
in darkness? 
4. Who today on ~arth represent the "woman," and to whom do tht: 
prophetic words apply byextens!on? 

The "woman " is commotlded to "orise" 
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of God." (Galatians 6:16) Over th e period of its exis­
tence, from Pentecost 33 c.£. until now, this spirituaJ na­
tion has come to have a tota l of 144,000 spirit-anointed 
members, "who have been bought from the earth " wit h 
the prospect of ruling with Christ in heavt'.n. (Revela­
tion 14:1,3) The modern-day fulfillment of Isaiah dlap­
ler 60 centers on those of the 144,000 who are alive o n 
earth during "the last days." (211 mothy 3:1) The proph­
ecy also has to do with the companions of these anoint­
ed Christians, the "great crowd" of "other sheep."-Rcve­
lalion 7:9; Joh n 10: II, 16. 

5 For a short time in the early 1900's, those o f the Israel 
of God still on earth found themselves prostrate In dark­
ness, so to speak. The fi rst world wa( drew to a close with 
them in the situation symbolically described In the book 
of Revelation-their corpses lying "on the broad way of 
the great c ity which is in a spiritual sense ca lled Sodom 
and Egypt." (Revelat ion 11:8) In 1919, however, Jehovah 
shed fo rth his light upon them. In response, they stood 
up and reflected God's light, fearless ly proclaiming the 
good news of God's Kin gdom .- Matth ew 5: 14-16; 24: 14. 

6 Influenced by Satan, chief of "the world rulers of 
th is darkness,'" mankind in general has rejected the an­
nouncement of the royal presence of Jesus Christ, "the 
light of the world." (Ephesians 6:12; John 8:12; 2 Corin­
thians 4:3, 4) Nonetheless, millions have been drawn to 
Jehovah's light, induding "kings" (those who become 
anointed heirs o f the heavenly Kingdom) and "nations" 
(the great crowd o f other sheep). 

S. When dId surviving members of the brael of God find themstlvts 
lying in darkness, and when did Jehovah's Ught shine forth upon 
them? 
6, tlow has the world in general responded to the proclamation of 
Jesus' royal presence, but who halll.' been drawn to Jehovah's light? 
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Expa nsio n Ca uses Hea r tfelt Joy 

7 Developing the theme set fo rth at Isaiah 60:3, Jeho­
vah gives the "wo man" another command: " Raise your 
eyes all around and see!" When the "woman" obeys, 
a heartwarming sight greets her-her children are com­
ing home! '7hey have all of them been collected togeth­
er; they have come to you. From for away your own sons 
keep coming, and your daughters who will be taken care 
of on the flank.. " (Isaiah 60:4) The international King­
dom proclamation that began in 1919 resulted in tbou­
s<mds of additional anoi nted "sons" and "daughters" be­
ing jo ined to the Israel o f God. In this way Jehovah took 
steps to complete the foretold number of 144,000, who 
will rule with Christ.-Revelatlon 5:9, 10. 

S This increase caused rejo icing. '~t that time you wiff 
see and certainly become radiant, and your heart wiff ac­
tually quiver and expand, because to you the wealthi­
ness of the sea will direct l t5eff,' the very resources of 
the natiotls will come [ 0 you." (Isaiah 60:5) The ingath­
ering of anointed ones du ring the 1920's and 1930's 
brought great happiness to the Israel of God. Yet, they 
have had an additional reason for JoY. Especially since 
the mid· 1930's, people who were o nce part of "the sea" 
of mankind alienated from God have come out of all the 
natio ns to worship with the Israel of God. (Isaiah 57:20; 
Haggai 2:7) These people do not go off to serve God, each 
one In his own way. Rather, they come to God's "worn· 
an" and become part of the united nock of God. As a re­
sult, aU of God's servants share in the expansio n of true 
worship. 

7. Whllt hcartWllrmlng ~lghl does the ·woman" see? 
S. What cause for happiness has the brael of God had since 19197 
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Nations Converge Upon Jerusalem 

9 Using illustrations familiar to Isaiah's contemporaries, 
Jehovah describes the expansion. The "woman," looking 
from her vantage point on Mount Zion, fi rst scans the 
eastern horizon . What does she see? 'The heaving moss 
of camels itself will cover you, the young male cam~ 
els of Midian and of Ephah. All those from Sheba- they 
will come. Gold and frankincense they wiJJ carry. And 
the praises of Jehovah they will announce. N (Isaiah 60:6) 
Camel caravans used by travelin g merchants of various 
tribes wend their way along the roads leading to Jeru­
salem . (Gen esis 37:25, 28; Judges 6:1, 5; 1 Kings 10:1, 2) 
Camels are everywhere, like a flood covering the land! 
The caravans bring valuable gifts, showing that the trad­
ers come with peaceful intentions. They want to worship 
Jehovah and give him the best they can offer. 

10 These merchants are not the only ones on the march. 
"All the flocks of Kedar- they will be collected togeth­
er to you. The rams of Nebaioth-they will minister to 
you," Yes, pastoral tribes are also traveling to jerusalem . 
They come with gifts of their most valuable possessions 
- flocks of sheep-and offer themselves as ministers. 
How will jehovah receive them? He says: " With approv­
oj they will come up upon my altar, and I shalJ beautify 
my own house of beauty." (Isaiah 60: 7) j ehovah accepts 
their gifts, which will be used in pure worship.- Isaiah 
56:7; Jeremiah 49:28, 29. 

11 Jehovah now directs the "woman" to look to the 

9, 10. Who are seen convergIng on Jemsalem, and how dO('s Jeho­
vah receive them? 
11, 12. (a) What sight greets the uwomanu as she gazes westward? 
(b) Why are so many hurrying to Jerusalem? 
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western horizon, and he asks: " Who are these that come 
flying just like a cloud, and like doves to lheir birdhouse 
holes?" Jehovah himself answers: " in me the islands 
themselves will keep hoping,· the ships of Tarshish a/so as 
at the first, in order to bring your sons from for away, their 
silver and their gold being with them, to the name of Je· 
hovah your God and to the Holy One of Israel, for he will 
have beautified you. It-Isaiah 60:8, 9. 

12 Imagine that you are standing wit h the "woman," 
gazing westward across the Great Sea. What do you see? 
A distant cloud of white dots skimmIng the surface of 
the water. They look like bi rds, but as they come closer, 
you see that they are ships with their sails unfurled. They 
have come "from far away."· (Lsaiah 49;12) So many ves­
sels are speeding toward Zion that they resemble a flock 
of homeward·bound doves. Why is the fleet in such a 
hurry? It is eager to deliver its cargo of worshipe rs of Je­
hovah coming from fa raway ports. Indeed, all the new ar­
rivals-both Israelites and fo reigners, from the east or the 
west and from nearby or faraway lands-are hurrying to 
Jerusalem to dedicate th eir all to the name of Jehovah, 
their God.-Isaiah 55;5. 

13 What a vivid picture Isaiah 60:4-9 paints of the world­
wide expansion that has taken place since Jehovah's 
"woman" began shedding fo rth light amid the darkness 

• Thl'lh i~h was likely located in what is now known as Spain. HO .... 'e\"er, 
according to 50me reference works, the expression ~ships ofTarshish· 
rders to the ry~ of shlps-·high-ma~led ocean·golng vessels- - that 
were l fit to ply tOThrshlsh,· In other words, ships coll5ldered suitable 
for makIng long voyages to faraway ports.- I Kings 22:48. 

13. In modern times, who 3fe the ·sons~ and ·daughters/ and who 
arc the "resources of the na tlons~ ? 
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of this world! First came tbe "sons" and "daughters" of 
heavenly Zion, those who became ano inted Christians. 
In 1931 these publicly identified themselves as j ehova h's 
Witnesses. Then a cloud of meek o nes, "t he very re­
sources of the nations" and "the wealthiness o f the sea," 
hurried to join the remaining ones of Christ's brothers,­
Today all these servants of Jehovah co rning fro m the fO UT 

corners of the globe and from all walks o f life joIn the 
Israel of God in praising thei r Sovereign Lord, Jehovah, 
and in exalting h is name as the grandest name In all the 
universe. 

14 What does it mean, though, that these new arrivals 
from the nalions "come up upon IGod's] altar"? A S<lcri­
fiee Is plated upon an altar. The apostle Paul used an ex­
press ion involving sacrifice when he wrote: "I entreat you 
... to present your bodies a sacrifice living, holy, accept· 
able to God, a sacred service with your power of reason." 
(Romans 12:1) Genuine Christians are willing to give of 
themselves. (Luke 9:23, 24) They devote their lime, en· 
clb'Y, and skills to the promoting of pure worship. (Ro­
mans 6: 13) In doing so, Iheyoffer acceptable S<lCriflccs of 
praise to God. (Hebrews 13:15) How heartwarming it Is 
that mill ions of worshipers of Jehovah today, both you ng 
and old, have put their personal desires In a position sec­
ondary to the interests of God's Kingdoml They display 
a genuine spirit of self-S<1criflce.-Matthew 6:33; 2 Corin­
thians 5:15. 

- While there were active, zealous Chrlstlum wi th all earthly hope lIS-
50clated ...-I th the Israel of God before 1930, their rtull1ben started In­
creasing noticeably in the 1930's. 

14. How Is it thallhe new arrivals "come up upon [God's]:l\ tar"l 
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New Arrivals Share In the Expansion 

15 The n e1.V arrivals offer both their possessions and 
their personal services In support of jehovah's U wom_ 
an." " foreigners will actually build your walls, and their 
own kings will minister to you; (or In my Indignotion I 
shall have struck you, but /" my goodwill I sllall certain­
ly have mercy UPOIl you. N (Is%il 60: 10) )ehov<lh's mercy 
was expressed in the sixth century B.C.£.. when foreign­
ers helped in the construction work In Jerusa lem. (Ezra 
3:7; Nehemi ah 3:26) In loday's larger fulfillment, "for­
eigners," the great crowd, support the anoin ted remnant 
in building up true worship. They help build Christian 
qualities in their Bible students and thus build up Chris­
tian congregations and strengthen the citylike "wallsn 

of jehovah 's organization. (1 Corinthians 3:10--15) They 
also bui ld tn a Hteral way, worki ng hard in the construc­
tion of Kingdom I-Ialls, Assembly Halls, and Bethel facil­
ities. Thus they join their anointed brothers in caring for 
the needs of Jehova h's exp,mding o rgan izatloJ1 .- Isaiah 
6],5. 

16 Each year as a result of the spiritual building pro­
gram, hundrt>ds of thousands of " fore lgners~ begin to as­
sociate with jehovah's o rganization, and the way is open 
for still more. jehovah says: " Your gores will actually be 
kept open constantly; they will not be closed even by 
day or by night. in order to brfng to you the resources 
of the nations, alld their kings will be taking the lead. N 

15. (a) In ancient times, how WilS Jehov~ h '~ mercy expressed wi th 
regard to foreigners? (b) In mOOl'rn times, how h,lVt: ·fore!gners~ 

shared In building up true worship? 
16, 17. (a) How have the "Kates· of God's organb:atlon been kept 
open? (b) How have ·klngs· minIStered to Zion? (el What will hap­
p<'n to those who try to cloJe the "gates- that Jehovah wishes left 
open? 
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(Isaiah 60:11) Who, though, arc the "kings" taking the 
lead in bringing the resources of the nations to Zion? In 
andent times Jehovah moved the hearts of certain rulers 
to "minister to" Zion. Cyrus, for example, took the Initia­
tive In sending the Jews back to Jerusalem to rebuild the 
temple. La ler, Arraxerxes contributed resources and sent 
Nehemiah to rebuild the waUs o f Jerusa lem. (llZIiI 1:2,3; 

HThe ships of Tarshish" corry 
their cargo of Jehovah's 
worshipers 

I 

( 

r 
! 
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Nehemiah 2:1-8) Truly "a klng's heart Is ilS streams otwa­
ter in the hand of Jehovah ." (Proverbs 2t: l ) Our God can 
move even powerful rulers to act In harmony with his 
will. 

11 1n modern times many "kings," o r )CCU I31 authori-
ties, have tried to close the "gatcs" of Jehovah's organI7A!- ~ 
llon. Ho...vevcr, others have minIstered to Zion by making 
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decisions that helped to keep those "gates" open. (R0-
mans 13:4) In 1919, secular authorities released joseph 
F. Rutherford and his companio ns frOnt un just impris­
onment. (Revelation 11 : 13) Human governments "swal­
lowed lip" the flood of persecution unleashed by Satan 
after his fa ll from heaven, (Revelation 12: 16) Som e gov­
ernments have promoted religious tolerance, sometimes 
specifically in behalfofjehovah's Wi tnesses, This kind o f 
ministering has made it easier for crowds o f meek ones 
to pass through the open "gates" into Jehovah 's orga­
nI7..atlon. And what of the opposers who try to dose 
those "gates"? They will never succeed, Of them, Jeho­
vah says: "Any nation and any kingdom that will not serve 
you will perish; and the nations themselves will without 
fall come to devastation." (Isaiah 60: 12) All who fight 
against God's "woman"-be they ind ividuals or o rganiza­
tio ns-will perish in the coming war o f Armageddon at 
the latest.- Revelatio n 16:14,16. 

18 After this warning of judgment, the prophecy turns 
back to promises of eXlIltll tion and prosperity, Speaking 
to his "woman," Jehovah states: '70 you the very glory of 
Lebanon will come, the juniper tree, tile ash tree and the 
cypress at the same time, it! order to beautify the place 
of my sanctuary; and I shall glorify the very place of my 
feet. H (Isaiah 60:13) Luxuriant tri:.'eS symbolize beauty 
and fruitfulness, (Isaiah 41:19; 55:13) The expressions 
"sanctuary" and "place o f my feel" in this verse refer to 
j erusalem's temple. (1 Chro nicles 28:2; Psalm 99:5) How­
ever, the apostle Paul explained that the temple in Jerusa­
lem was a typical representatio n foreshadowing a greater 
spiri tual temple, the arrangement for approaching jeho-

18, (a) What Is meant by the promIse thot trees will flourIsh In Is­
rael? (b) What Is the 'place of Jehovah 's fti! t' todny? 
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vah In worshIp on the basis of Christ's sacrilke. (l'lebrews 
8: 1-5; 9:2· 10, 23) Today Jehovah glorifi es the ' place o f his 
fee t.' Ihe ea rth ly courtyards of this grea t splrihlal temple. 
These become so inviting that lhey attract people out of 
<Ill natio ns lo share in true worShip there.- Isaiah 2:1-4; 
Haggai 2:7. 

19 Now tmning his attenlion back to the opposers, Je­
hovah says: '70 you the sons of those afflicting YO" mllst 
go, bowing down; ond 011 those treating YO" disrespect­
fully must bend down at the very sofes of your feet, and 
tlley will have to call you tl,e city of JelJovalJ, Zion of the 
Holy Otle of Israel. " (Isaiah 60:14) Yes, seeing the bounti­
fu l Increase and the superior way o f Ij fe that God's bk>ss­
Ing brings to his people will compel some opposers to 
bow down and call out to the "woman." That is, they 
will be forced to acknowledge- at Armageddo n al the lat­
eSI-t hat the ano inted remnant and their companio ns 
tru ly do represent God's heavenly o rganization, "the city 
of Jehovah, Zion of the Holy O ne of Israel." 

Using Ava ilable Reso urces 

20 How great a change in circumstances Jehovah's 
"wo man" experiences! Jehovah says: " Instead of your 
proving to be one left entirely and "ated, with nobody 
posslng through, I wiff even set you as a t"ing of pride to 
time indefinite, on exultation for generation after gener­
ation. And you will actually suck the milk of flations, and 
tIle breast of kings you will suck; and you will be cer tain 
to know that I, Jehovah, am your Sovior, and the Power­
ful One of Jacob is your Repurchaser."-Isaiah 60:75, 76. 

19. What will opposer$ be forced 10 acknowledge, and when at the 
IMesl will they do this? 
20. What greal , hange in c\rcumstan,es does Ihe Hwoman " experi. 
ence? 
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21 For 70 years ancient j erusalem Is off the map, so to 
speak, "with nobody passing through," But starting In 
537 s'C.E., jehovah repopulates the dty, making It "a 
thing o f pride." Similarly, toward the end of the fi rst 
world war, the Israel of God experienced it period of des­
olation In which they felt "left entirely." But In 1919, j e­
hovah repurchased his ano inted servants from c.lptivlty, 
and since then he has b lessed them with unprecedented 
expansio n and spiritual prosperi ty, His peoplc have 
sucked "the milk of nations," lIsing resou rces from lhe 
natio ns for the advancement of true worship, For exam­
pic, wise use of modern techno logy has made possible 
the t-ranslatlon and publication of Bibles and Bible litera­
ture in hundreds of languages, As a result, hundreds of 
thousands each year study the Bible wit h jehovah's Wit­
nesses and come to know that jehovah, through Christ, 
Is their Savior and Repurchaser.-Acts 5:31; I jo hn 4:14. 

Organizationa l Progress 

22 The growth in the number of j ehovah's people Is 
accompanied by organizational progress. Jehovah states: 
" Instead of the copper I sholl bring in gold, and instead of 
the Iron I shall bring in silver; and instead of the wood, 
copper; and instead of the stones, iron; and I will appoint 
peace as your overseers and righteousness as your task 
assigners," (Isaiah 60: ' 7) Replacing copper with gold Is 
an improvement, and the same is true o f the ot her ma­
terials here mentioned. In harmony with thls, jehovah's 
people have been experiencing improved organizational 
arrangements th roughout the last days. 

21. (a) li ow does andent Jerusalem become -" thing of prlde-? 
(b) What bJesslnp have Jehovah's anointed servants enloyed llnce 
1919, and how have they sucked · the rnllk of npllon~·? 
22. WhDt spedal kind of progrfSS does Jehovah promise? 
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Z3 By 1919, congregations had ciders and deacons who 
were ejected In a democratic way. Starti ng in that year, a 
service director was theocratically appointed to supervise 
field service activities In the congregation, but there ",""Cre 
cases where some elected elders resisted the service di­
rector. In 1932, things changed. l1trough the Watclllowt'r 
magazine, congregations were Instructt.>d to discontinue 
the electing of elders and deacons. Rather, they would 
elect a service committee to work along with the service 
director. That was a great improvemcnt. 

24 In 1938, more "gold" was brought In when It was es· 
tablished that all servants in the congregatlon were to 
be theocratically appointed. Congregation administra­
tion came to be in the hands of a company servant (lat­
er, congregation servant) and the various scrvants who 
assisted him, all appointed under the oversight of "the 
faithful and discreet slave,"· (Matthew 24:45-47) In 1972, 
however, it was seen that the Scriptural method of over­
seeing a congregation Is through a body of elders rather 
than through one man, (Philippians 1: I) Other changes 
",""Cre made at both the congregation level and the Gov­
erning Body level. An example of the latter was seen on 
October 7, 2000, when It was announced that members 
of the Governing Body who were serving as directors of 
the Watch Tower Society of Pennsylvania and affiliated 
corp:nations had voluntarily stepped aside. In this way, 
the Governing BodY. representing the faithful and dis­
creet slave, Is able to give mort attention to caring (or the 
spirirual oversight of "lhe congregation of God" and Its 

• In those days, local congregations well! called comllanle$. 

2.3. Z4. What Improved o rganlzat lona! arrangements have leh~ 
Yah's people bl!f,n experlendng since 19191 
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associates, the other sheep. (Acts 20:28) All such arrange­
menU have been improvements. They have strengthened 
Jehovah's organization and bles.~'(1 his worshipers. 

2S Who has been behind these Improvements? Are they 
due 10 the organizational ability o r the Ingenious think­
Ing o f so me humans? No, for Jehova h stated: "\ shaU 
hrlng In gold." All this progress is the result of divine 
guidance. As jehovdh's people submit to his guidance 
and make ad justments, they reap benefits. Peace pre\'ai1s 
amollg them, and the love of righteousness Impels them 
to serve him. 

26 God-given peace has a transforming effect. Jehovah 
promises: "No more wlfl violence be heard in your lond, 
despoiling or breakdown within your boundaries. And 
you will certainly call your own waifs SolvotJOfl and your 
gates Praise."" (Isaiah 60: 18) How true! Even opposers 
admit that peacefulness Is an outstanding mark o f true 
Christians, (Micah 4:3) Thi s peace with God and among 
Jehovah's Witnesses themselves makes each Christian 
meeting place a refreshing oasis In a violent world. (l Pe­
ter 2: 17) It is a foretaste o f the abundance of peace that 
will exist when all earth 's Inhabitants wil l be "persons 
, .. ught by Jehovah."-Isaiah 11 :9; 54: 13. 

The Glorious Light of Divine Approval 

27 The intensity of the light that shines upon Jerusalem 
is described by Jehovah when he states: "For you the sun 
will flO more prove to be a light by day, and for brightness 
the moon itself wifl no more gWe you IigiJt And Jehovah 

25. Who has ~n behind the organi'.it tlollll i proglf:u or Jehovah's 
people, and what benefits hi\'\" betn leltJetl7 
26, What mllrl1. identifying true Chrbtianl do even opposers notice? 
27. What constant light ~hlnes upon JehoYah's ·Wtlman~l 
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must become to you an Indefinitely lasting fight. and your 
Cod your beauty, No more wlfl your sun set, nor will your 
moon go on the wane,' for Jehovah himself will become 
for you an Indefinilely.lasting fight, and the days of your 
mourning will have come to completlon,- (Isoiah 60: '9, 
20) jehovah will continue to be -an Indcftnltely lasting 
light'- fo r his "woman,- He will never -sct" like the sun 
or "wanc" like the moon,- His constant ligh t of approv­
al shines lIpon anointed Christians, the human repre­
sentatives of God's "woman," Tht.'Y, alo ng with the great 
crowd, enjoy such a blaze of spiritual light that no dark­
ness on the world's political o r econo mic scene can di­
minish II , And they have confidence in thc bright future 
that Jehovah has set before them,-Ro mans 2:7; Revela­
tion 21:3-5, 

28 Regarding j erusalem's Inhabitants jehovah goes on 
10 say: "As for your people, all of them will be righteous; 
to time indefinite they will hold possessloll of the land, 
tile sprout of my planting, the work of my IlOnds, for 
me to be beoutified, N (Isaiah 60:21) When natural Isra­
el returned from Babylon, they took "possession of the 
land," But In that case, "to time Indefinite" tl.Irned out 
to be until the first century C,£. when the armies of 
Ro me destroyed Jerusalem and the Jewish st'ate, In 1919 
the remnant of ano inted Christians came out of spiritual 

• The I.l'O'lit John usn similar Il.ngulllt In dtSCr[Ulng "new Jtrus. 
lem: the 144,000 In t heir hel.\'en[y glory, (Rl:velatlon 3:12; 2I :10,:u. 
26) Th[~ II filtlng, for "new Jt'rUl.201t m'' tellre.st rlt) aU m(!mbtrs of the 
brael of God ahef thry I«rl\'e their hu\'C!nly rtWard, becoming with 
J~UJ C'Ubl lhe capll .. 1 partof(iQd '~ - ""'(lIllan," "tht JerU)alt'm IbcA't," 
- GIlIIIUans 4:26, 

28, (a) Wh~1 b promised rt'&~rd!ng the I'flurnlrlg [nhabltants of J~ 
tli5Altm1 (b) wtu.1 did anointed ChI ~llam Ilk( posses)1on of In 
19191 (c) For how long will the rlghteQtlS posseS) the land? 
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captivity and took possession of a spiritual land. ( Isa iah 
66:8) This land, or realm of activity, is marked by a par­
adisalc spi ritual prosperity that will not fade. Unlike an­
dent Israel, spiritual Israel as a body will not prove Ull­

faith fu l. Moreover, Isaiah's prophecy wUl also have a 
materia l fulfillment when the earth becomes a literal 
paradise characterized by aD "abundance of peace. " '11en 
the righteous with an earthly hope will POSS\.""SS the land 
forever.-Psalm 37:11, 29. 

29 At the condusion of Isaiah dlapter 60 ca n be found 
a solemn promise, which Jehovah guarantees by his own 
name. He states: "The little one himself will become a 
thousand, and the small one a mighty nalion. J myself, Je­
hovah, shall speed it up in Its own time. It (lso/ah 60:22) 
When the dispersed anointed ones \\'Cre restored to activ­
ity in 1919, they were "the little one ... • BUI thei r num­
ber m ultiplied as the rema1ning spir itual Israelites were 
brought In. And the increase became phenomenal as the 
gat hering of the great crowd got" under way. 

30 Before long, Ule peace and rightl'Ousness existing 
among God's people attracted so ma ny honCSlhearted 
ones that "the small one" literally grC\\' Into "a mighty 
nation." At present It Is more populous than a consider­
able number of the world's sovereign states. Clearly, Je­
hovah, through Jesus Christ, has directed the Kingdom 
work and has sped it up. What a thrill It Is to sec the 
worldwide expansion of true worship and to have a part 
in it! Yes, it is a joy to realize that this increase brings glo­
ry 10 Jehovah, who prophesied these things so long ago . 

• In 1918 th~ a"'~f3ge numbf:r who shared In plt:ilchlng th~ word each 
month was fel'o"f:f than 4,000. 

29, 30. How hiU ~[he Unle on~~ become ~a thOtJS/lnd ~ ? 
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Righteousness Sprouts 
in Zion 

isaiah 61:1-11 

1.1:.1' freedom be proclailned l Jehovah has determined to 
frt.'C his people and rcstore them to their ancestral land. 
Uke a seed that sprouts after a gentle rain, true worship 
will once again appear. When that day arrives, despair 
will give way to joyful praise, and heads formerly cov­
ered with ashes o f mournIng wi ll be crowned with divine 
approval. 

2 Who will bri ng about this marvelous transformation? 
On ly Jehovah can do such <I thi ng. (Psalm 9:19, 20; 
Isaiah 40:25) The prophet Zephaniah prophetically com­
manded: HJoyfuUy cry out, 0 daughter of Zion! Break out 
In cheers, 0 Is rael! Ue jo lce and exult with all the heart, 
o daughter o f Jerusalem! Jehovah has removed the judg­
ments u l)Qn you." (ZephaniaJl 3:14, 15) What a joyful 
time that will bel When Jehovah gathers the restored 
remnant fro m Babylon In 537 B.C.E., it will be like a 
dream collle true.-I'salm 126: 1. 

3 This restoratio n Is fo retold In Isaiah Chapter 6L How­
ever, while that prophecy clearly had a ful fillment in 
537 B.C.E., It is fulfilled In greater detail at a later perl­
od. The more detailed fulfillment Involves Jesus and 

I, 2. What change is about to befall Israel, and who will bring thb 
about? 
3. What fulfillmenu do the prophetic word~ of baJ.:ah chapter 61 
have? 
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his followers tn the fi rst' cent.ury amI Jehovah's people 
in modern times. How mean ingful, then, these inspired 
words are! 

"The Year of Goodwi ll " 

4 Isaiah writes: 'The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah 
is upon me, fo r the reason that Jehovah has anointed me 
to tell good news to the meek ones. He has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to procfaim liberty to those taken 
captive alld the wide opening of the eyes even to the pris­
oners." (Isaiah 61 :1) Who is the one commissioned to tell 
good n~vs? Likely, in the first instance it Is Isaiah, who is 
inspired by God to record good news fo r the captives in 
Babylon. However, Jesus pointed to the most important 
fulfi ll ment when he applied Isaiah's words to himself. 
(Luke 4:16-21) Yes, Jesus was sent forth to tell good news 
to the meek, and to this end he was anointed with holy 
spirit at h is baptism.-Matthew 3;16, 17. 

S Moreover, Jesus taught his followers to be evangeliz­
ers, or preachers of the good news. At Pentecost 33 CE., 
about 120 of these were anointed with holy spirit and be­
came spiritual sons of God. (Acts 2:1-4, 14-42; Romans 8: 
14-16) They too were commissioned to tell the good 
news to the meek and brokenhearted. Those 120 were 
the first of 144,000 to be anointed in this way. The final 
ones of this group are still active on earth today. Hence, 
for about 2,()(X) years, anointed followers of Jesus have 
been witnessing "about repentance toward God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus."-Acts 20:21. 

4. Who i~ commissioned to tell good new~ in the first fulfillment of 
isaiah 61:1, and who in the seoond? 
5. Who have been preaching the good news for some 2,000 years? 

Isaiah has good news to proclaim to Jewish captives 

, 

i , , 
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6 Isaiah 's inspired message brought relief to repentant 
Jews in Babylon. In the days of Jesus and his disciples, it 
brought relief to Jews who were brokenhearted because 
of the wickedness in Israel and were languishing in cap­
tivity to the false religious traditions of fi rst-century Juda­
ism. (Matthew 15:3-6) Today millions ensnared by Chris­
tendom's pagan customs and God-dishonoring traditions 
are "sighing and groaning" because of the detestable 
things committed in that religious system. (Ezekiel 9:4) 
Those who respond to the good news are liberated from 
that pitiable state. (Matthew 9:35-38) Their eyes of under­
standing are opened wide when they learn to worship Je­
hovah "with spirit and truth."-John 4:24. 

7 There is a timetable fo r preaching the good news. Jesus 
and his fo llowers were commissioned: "Proclaim the year 
of goodwill on the part of Jehovah and the day of ven­
geance on the part of our God; to comfort all the mourn­
ing ones. H (Isaiah 61 :2) A year is a long time, but it has a 
beginning and an end. Jehovah's "year of goodwill" is the 
period during which he gives meek ones the opportun ity 
to respond to his proclamation of freedom. 

8 In the first century, the year of goodwill for the Jew­
ish nation started in 29 c.E. when Jesus began his earthly 
ministry. He told the Jews: "Repent, you people, for the 
kingdom of the heavens has drawn near." (Matthew 4:17) 
That year o f goodwill lasted until lithe day of vengeance" 
of Jehovah, which climaxed in 70 C.E. when Jehovah al­
lowed the Roman armies to destroy Jerusalem and its tem­
ple. (Matthew 24:3-22) We today are living in another 

6. Who received relief from hearing the gooo news preached In an­
cient times, and what about today? 
7, 8. (a) What are the two 'years of goool"llJ'? (b) ,"hat are Jeho­
vah's 'clays of vengeance'? 



RighteQuslless Sprauts III Zioll 325 

year of goodwill, one that began with the establishment 
of God's Kingdom in the heavens in 1914. This year of 
goodwill will conclude with another, more widespread 
day of vengeance when Jehovah brings about the destruc­
tion of this entire world system of things at the "great 
tribulation."-Matthew 24:2l. 

9 Who today benefit from God's year of goodwill? Those 
who accept the message, demonstrate meekness, and zeal­
ously support the proclamation of God's Kingdom in "all 
the nations." (Mark 13:10) Such ones find that the good 
news brings real comfort. However, those who reject the 
message, refusing to take advantage of Jehovah's year of 
goodwill, will soon have to face the reality of his day of 
vengeance.-2 Thessalonians 1:6*9. 

Spiritua l Fruitage That Glorifies God 

to The Jews who return from Babylon realize that Je­
hovah has performed a great deed in their behalf. Their 
mourning as captives turns into exultation and praise be­
cause they are finally free. Thus, Isaiah fulfills his prophet­
ic commission, that is, "to assign to those mourning over 
Zion, to give them a headdress instead of ashes, the oil of 
exultation instead of mourning, the mantle of praise in­
stead of the downhearted spirit; and they must be called 
big trees of righteousness, the planting of Jehovah, for him 
to be beautified. "-Isaiah 61 :3. 

11 In the first century, the Jews who accepted release 
from bondage to false religion also praised God for his 
great deed in their behalf. Their downhearted spirit was 

9. Who today benefit from Jehovah's year of goodwill? 
10. How are the Jews returning from Babylon affected by Jehovah's 
great deed In their behalt'? 
11. ,,,'ho in the first century had good reason to praLse Jehovah for 
his great deed? 
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replaced with a "mantle of praise" when they were dellv· 
cred from a spiritually dead nation. Such a change was 
first experienced by Jesus' disdplcs when their mourn· 
Ing over his death turned to re joidng over their anolnl­
ing with holy spirit by their resurrected Lord. SOOn after, a 
simi lar change was experienced by 3,000 meek Individuals 
who responded to the preachi ng of those newly anointed 
Christians and got baptized at Pentecost 33 C, E. (Acts 2:41) 
How good it was to be confident of havingjehovah's bless­
ingl Instead of "mournin g over Zion," they received holy 
spirit and were refreshed by ~the a ll of exultation," which 
symbolizes the exultation of those who are richly blessed 
by Jehovah.-Hebrews 1:9. 

12 Jehovah blesses his people with "big trees o f righ· 
teollsness." Who are these big trees? In the years fol· 
lowing 537 S.c.E., they \\'ere individuals who studied and 
meditated on God's Word and cu ltivated Jehovah's rlgh. 
teous standards. (Psalm 1:1 ·3; Isaiah 44:2·4; Jeremiah 17: 
7,8) Such men as Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, and High Priest 
Joshua proved to be outstanding "big trees"-stalwarts fo r 
truth and against spiritual pollution in the nation . 

13 From Pentecost 33 c. E. onward, God planted similar 
"big trees of righ teousness"-courageous anoi nted Ch ris-­
tians-in the spiritual estate of his new nation, "the Israel 
of God." (Galatians 6:16) Over the centuries, these "trees" 
have come to number 144,000, produdng righ teous fruit· 
age to beautify, or bring glory to , Jehovah God. (Revela· 
tion 14:3) The final on es of these stately "trees" have (Jour· 
Ished in the years since 1919, when Jehovah revived the 
remaining ones of the Israel of God from their tempo rary 

12, 13. (a) Who were "big trees Of righteousness- among the reo 
turning Jews in 537 B.C.E.? (b) Who have been -bill tretS of rlgh. 
teousness· since Pentecost 33 c.E.? 



state of inactivity. By supplying them with an abundant 
supply of spi ritual waters, Jehovah has produced a 
virtual forest of righteous, fruit-bea ring trees.-Isaiah 27:6. 

14 Highlighting the wo rk of these "trees,n Isaiah con­
tinues: "They must rebuild the long-standing devastated 
places; they wiff raise up even the desolated places o( for­
mer times, and they will certainly make anew the devas­
tated eWes, the places desolate (or generation after gen­
eration." (Isaiah 61 :4) Under the decree of KIng Cyrus of 
Persia, faithful jews who returned from Babylon rebulltje­
rusaJem and its temple, which had been left in a devastat­
ed condition for so long. Resto ration projects would also 
mark Ule years fo llowing 33 C.E. and 1919. 

IS In 33 C.E., Jesus' disci ples were greatly saddened by 
his arrest, trial, and death . (MatthClv 26:3 1) HO .... 'eVer, their 
outlook changed when he appeared to them after his res­
urrection. And once holy spi rit was poured out on them, 
they got busy with the work of preaching the good news, 
"both in Jerusalem and In all judea and Samaria and to 
the most distant part of the earth ." (Acts 1:8) Thus they 
began to restore pure worship. In a similar way, from 1919 
onward Jesus Christ caused the rem nant of his ano inted 
brothers to rebuild "places desolate fo r generation after 
generation." For centuries lhe clergy of Christendom had 
failed to impart the knowledge of Jehovah, replacing it 
with man-made traditions and unscrlptural doctrines. The 
anointed Christians cleaned out of their congregations 
practices that were tainted by false religion so that the res­
toration of true worship could go fo rward. And they began 
what would prove to be the greatest witnessing campaign 
that the world has ever known.- Mark 13: 10. 

14, 15. What projects were undertaken by Jehovah's released wor­
shipers ~ta rting In (a) 537 D.C.E.1 (b) 33 C E.1 (c) 19191 
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16 This was a huge commission. 1-10\\1 cOlild the relaUve­
Iy few remaining ones of the Ismel of God accomplish 
sllch a task? Jehovah inspired Isaiah to declare: "Strangers 
wflf actually stand and shepherd the flocks of you people, 
and the foreigners will be your farmers and your IIlnedress~ 
ers." (lsoiah 61:5) The figu rative strangers and fo reigners 
have proved to be "a great crowd" o f jesus' "other sheep."· 
(Revelatlon 7:9; jo hn 10:11 , 16) They are not ano inted 
with holy spirit with a view to a heaven ly Inheritance, 
Rather, they have the hope o f everlasti ng life on a pma­
d isc earth . (Revelation 21:3, 4) Stili, they love j ehovah 
and have been entrusted with spiritual shepherding, far m· 
Ing. and vincdressing duties. Such activities are not men ial 
tasks. Under the direction o f the remaini ng ones of the {s. 

rael of God, these \'I/()rkers help in the shepherding, nur~ 

turing. and harvesting of people,-Luke 10:2; Acts 20:28; 
1 Peler 5:2; Revelation 14:15, 16. 

17 What of the Israel of God? Jehovah tells t'hem, 
through Isaiah: "As for you, the priests of Jehovah you will 
be called; the ministers of our God you will be sold to be, 
The resources of the nations you people will ea~ and In 
their glory you will speak elatedly about yourselves." (Isa~ 
iah 6':6) In andent Isracl, Jehovah pIOYlded the Levitical 
priesthood to offer sacrifices in behalf of the priests them~ 
selves and their fellow Is rael ites. However, In 33 .£.. Jeho­
vah ceased using the Levitical priest hood and Inaugurated 

• balah 61:5 could ha~ had a fulfi llment In ancll'nt rimes, since non· 
Jews accompanled naruralJews on thei r re turn to Jerusalem and like­
ly helped In restoring the land. (Eua 2:43·58) Ilowever, from verse 6 
the prophecy seems to apply only to the Israel o f God. 

16. Who hu\·e been helping anOinted ChrIstians In their restoration 
work, and with what l.il$ks have they been entrusted? 
17. (_> What will membel$ of the Israel of GcKI be called? (b) What 
Is the only sacrifice needed for forgl\'enen of slns7 
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a better arrangement. He accepted the pcrfC<1 life of Jesus 
as a sacrifice for the sins of mankind. Since then, no oth­
er sacrifice has been needed. Jesus' sacrilicc is valid for all 
time.- John 14:6; Colossians 2: 13. 14; Hebrews 9: 11-14, 24. 

18 How. then, are the members of the Israel of God "the 
priests of Jehovah"? Writing to fellow anointed Chris­
tians, the apost le Petcr said: HYOli are 'a chosen race, a roy­
al priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special posses­
sion, that you should declare abroad the excellendes' of 
the one that called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light." ( I Peter 2:9) l'lence, as II group, anointed Christians 
form II priesthood with II specific commission: to tell the 
nations about Jehovah's glory. They arc to be witnesses of 
him. (Isaiah 43: 1~ 1 2) TIuoughout the last days. anoint­
ed Christians have fai thfully diScharged this vital commis­
sion. As a result, millions now share with them in the 
work of witnessing about Jehovah's Kingdom. 

19 Further, members of the Israel of God have the pros­
pect of serving as priests In anot her way. After their dcath, 
they are resurrected to Immortal spi rit life in heaven. 
There they serve not only as rulers wit h Jesus In his King­
dom but also as priests of God. (Revelation 5:10; 20:6) As 
such, they will be privileged to apply the benefits of Je­
sus' ransom sacrifice to faithfu l mankind on earth. In the 
apostle John's vtsion recorded in Revelation chapter 22, 
they are again descrlhed as "'rees." All 144,000 "trees" are 
seen in heaven, producing "twelve crops of frui t, yielding 
their fruits each month. And the leaves of the trees (arei 
for the curing of the nations." (Revelation 22: 1, 2) What a 
wonderful priestly service that is! 

18. What kind of priesthood does the Is rael of God (orm, and what 
1.5 their commlulon1 
19. What Jetvlce will anointed Chrbtlllru be privileged to perform? 
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Sh a m e and Hum iliatio n , Th e n Rejo ici ng 

20 Since 1914 when Jehovah's yea r of goodwlll began, 
the royal priesthood has met with nothing but opposi· 
tio n from Christendom's clergy. (Revelation 12: 17) Never­
theless, all efforts to stop the preaching of the good news 
have ultimately failed. Isaiah 's prophecy foretold this, say· 
Ing: " Instead of your shame there will be a double portion, 
and instead of humiliation they will cry out joyfufly over 
their share. Therefore in their land they will take posses· 
sian of even a double portion. Rejoicing to time indefinite 
Is what will come to be theirs. "- Isaiah 61:1. 

21 During World WaI I, the anointed remnant suffered 
sham e and humiliation at the hands of nationalistic 
Christendom. Members of the clerb'Y were among those 
who falsely accused eight faithful brothers from the head­
quarters In Brooklyn of sedition. These brothers were un· 
justly imprisoned for n ine months. Finally, In the spring 
of 1919, they were freed, and later all charges against 
them were dropped. Thus the scheme to stop the preach· 
ing work backfired. Instead of allowing his worshipers to 
suffer lasting shame, Jehovah liberated them and restored 
them to their spiritual estate, "their land." There Ihey re· 
ceived a double portion of blessings. Having Jehovah's 
blessing more than made up fo r all that they had suffered. 
Truly they had reason to ayout joyfully! 

22 What Jehovah says next provides another reason for 

20. l)espil(' opposition, the 1'0)'011 priesthood a .... -alls what blesSing? 
21. How did anointed Christians come to enjoy a double portion of 
blessings? 
22, 23. How hav~ anointed Chrlsllans Imitated Jehovah, and how 
has he rewarded th<'m? 

Starting in 3J C.E., lehovah has planted 
144,000 "big trees o(righteousneu" 
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Christians today to rejoice: "I, /ehovoh, am loving jus­
tice, hoting robbery along with unrighteousness. And I 
wiff give their woges in trueness, and an indefinitely 
lasting covenant I shaff concfude toward them." (Isa­
Iah 61 :8) Through their study of the Ulble, the nnolnt­
ed remnant learned to love justice and hate wicked­
ness. (Proverbs 6:12-19; t 1 :20) TIley learned to "beat their 
swords in to plowshares," remaining neutral In mankind's 
wars and political upheavals, (Isaiah 2:4) They also lerl 
behind God·dishonoring practices, such as slander, adul­
tery, theft, and drunkenness.-Galatlans 5:19-21. 

23 Because anolnted Christians share their Creator's love 
o f Justice. Jehovah has given them "their wages In true­
ness." One such 'wage' is an indefinitely lasti ng covenant 
- the new covenant- which Jesus announced to his fol­
lowers o n the night before his death. It Is on the basis of 
this covenant that they became a spirUual nation, Cod's 
special people. Ueremiah 31:31~34; Luke 22:20) Under It, 
jehovah will apply all the benefits of jesus' ranSOIll sacri­
fice, Including the forgiveness of sins for both ano inted 
and all other faithful ones of mankind . 

Exulting in the Blessings of Jehovah 

24 Some among the natio ns have recogn ized j ehovah's 
blessing on his people. TIlls was foretold by j ehovah's 
promise: '7heir offspring will actually be known even 
among the nations, and their descendants In among the 
peoples. All those seeing them wilf recognize them, that 
they are the offspring whom Jehovah has blessed." (Isaiah 
6':9) Members o f the Israel of God, anointed hrlstlans, 
have been active among the natlons dufingjehovah's year 
of goodwill. Today those who have resJX>llded to their 

24. Who from among the nations are "the offsprlng~ who come to 
be blessed, and how have they become ·off5prl n8~1 
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minist ry number Inlo the m illions. By working closely 
with the Israel of God, those from the nations have the 
privilege of becom ing "the o ffspring whom Jehovah has 
blessed." Their happy condition is visible to aU mankind. 

2.5 All Christians, both anointed and ot her sheep, look 
forward to praising Jehovah eternally. They wholehearted­
ly agree with t he prophet Isaiah, who says under inspira­
tion: " Without fait I sholl exult In Jehovah. My soul will be 
joyful in my God. For lie lias clotlled me with the garments 
of salvation; with the sleeveless coat of righteollsness he 
has enwrapped me, like the bridegroom WllO, In a priest­
ly way, puts on a headdress, and like the bride who decks 
herseffwith her ornamental tl1l"gs.N-/salah 61 :10. 

26 C ad in "the sleeveless coat of righ teousness," anoint­
ed Christians are determined to remain pure and clean 
in jehovah's eyes. (2 Corinthians 11 : I, 2) Declared righ­
teous by j ehovah with a view to inheriting heavenly life, 
they will never return to the desolate cstote of Babylon 
the Great, from which they have been liberated. (Romans 
5:9; 8:30) The garments of salvatlon are priceless to them. 
Their other sheep companio ns are Similarly determined 
to observe jehovah God's elevated standards of pure wor­
ship. Having "washed their robes and made them wh ite In 
the blood o f the Lamb," they are declared righteous and 
will survive "the great tribulatio n." (Revelation 7: 14; James 
2:23, 25) Until then, they Imitate their anointed compan· 
ions in aVOid ing anycontamlnaUon by Babylon the Great. 

27 Today j ehovah's wo rshipers delight to be in a spiritual 
paradise. Soon they will also enjoy Paradise In a physical 

25, 26. How lIo nil Christi ans echo the $cnt lments expressed at tsa­
iah 61:10? 
2? (a) During the MlIJe nnlal Reign, what nOICworthy · s llroUllng~ 
wUl there be? (b) HOw Is righ tt.'OuSI1t'ss already ~p routlng among 
mankind? 
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sense. We look forward with all o ur hearts to thai time, 
wh ich is vividly described In the dosing words of Isa­
Iah chapter 61: HAs the earth itself brings forth its sprout. 
and as the garden itself makes the tllings tllot ore sown 
In it sprout, in like monner the Sovereign Lord Jehovah 
will couse the sprouting of righteousness and of prolse 
In front of all the nations." (Isaiah 61: H) During Ch rlsl's 
Millennial Reign , the earth will experience "the sprouti ng 
o f righteousness." Humans will shout tri umphantly, and 
righteousness will expand to the ends of the earth . (Isa­
Iah 26:9) We, hO .... "ever, do not have to wall fo r Lhal glori­
OWl day in order to give praise in front of all the nations. 
Rlghtoousness is already sprouting alllong the millions 
who give glory to the God o f heaven and publish the good 
news about his Kingdom. Even now our fai th and our 
hope give us every reason to exult in the blessings of our 
God. 

The earth will sprout righteousness 



CHAPTER TWENTY·TUREE 

"A New Name" 

REASSURANCE, comfort, hope of restoration-that is 
what despondenl Jews in Babylon need. Several deCildes 
have passed since Jerusalem and its temple were de­
stroyed. Some 500 miles away from Babylo n, Judah lies 
desolate, and the jews seem to have been forgotten by je­
hovah. What can Improve their situation? Promises from 
jehovah that he will bring them back home and allow 
them to restore pure worshi p. TI1en such descriptions as 
"left entirely" and "desolate" will be replaced by names 
denoting God's approva l. (Isaiah 62:4; Zechariah 2:12) 
Chapter 62 of Isa iah is fu ll o f these pro mises. However, 
like o ther resto ration prophecies, this chapter to uches o n 
issues far beyond the liberatio n o f the jews from captivi­
ty in Babylon. In Its major fu lfi ll ment, Isaiah chapter 62 
assures us that the salvation of Jehovah 's spiritual nation, 
"the Israel of God," is ccrtal n.-Galatlans 6:16. 

J eh ovah Do es Not Stay Quiet 

2 Babylon is overthrown In 539 B.C. E. Thereafter, 
King Cyrus or Persia Issues a decree ellilbling God-fearing 
jews to return tojerusulcm .and restore Jehovah's worship. 
(Ezra 1:2-4) In 537 B.C.!!., the first ret'urning Jews are back 
in their homeland. Jehovah once again shows favor to 
Jerusalem, as is reflected In the warmth or his prophetic 

I. Whllt ;ilS$Ul3nre Is recorded In Isaiah clH+pl(!r 627 
2. In what way does Jehovah agaIn ~how favor 10 Zion? 

• 
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declaration: "For the sake of Zion I shaff not keep stifl, and 
for the sake of Jerusalem f shalf not stay quiet until her 
righteousness goes forth just /ike the brightness, and her 
salvation like a torch that burns." - Isaiah 62: 1. 

3 In 537 B.C.E., Jehovah fulfilled his promise to restore 
Zion, or Jerusalem. Her inhabitants experienced salvation 
by him, and their righteousness shone brightly. Later, 
though, they again drifted away from pure worship. Even­
tually, they rejected Jesus as the Messiah, and Jehovah 
finallr abandoned them as his chosen nation. (Matthew 
21:43; 23:38; John 1:9-13) Jehovah Glused a new nation, 
"the Israel of God," to be born. This new nation became 
his special people, and in the first century, its members 
zealously preached the good news throughout the then­
known world. (Galatians 6:16; Colossians 1:23) Unhappi­
ly, following the death of the apostles, there was a fall­
ing away from true religion. As a result, an apostate form 
of Christianity developed, as found today in Christen­
dom. (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43; Acts 20:29, 30) For cen­
turies, Christendom had been allowed to bring great re­
proach upon Jehovah's name. Finally, however, in 1914, 
jehovah's "year of goodwill" began, along with the major 
fulfillment of this part of Isa iah's prophecy.-Isaiah 61:2. 

4 Today jehovah's promise to restore Zion has been ful­
filled on his heavenly organization, "jenlsalem above," 
as represented on earth by her children, spirit-anointed 
Christians. (Galatians 4:26) Jehovah's heavenly organiza-

3. (a) Why Is earthly Zion finally relected by Jehovah, and who re­
places her? (b) What falling away occurs, and when, and In what pe­
riod are we living today? 
4, S. (a) Whom do Zion and her chlldren symbolize today? (b) ln 
what way has Jehovah u.sed Zion to make "her salvation llke a torch 
that burns"? 
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Hon serves as a devoted helper-watchful, loving, and 
industrious. What a thrilling occasion it was when in 
1914 she gave birth to the Messianic Kingdom! (Revela­
tion 12:1-5) From 1919 in partiOllar, her earthly children 
have preached to the nations about her righteousness and 
salvation. As Isaiah foretold, these children have illumi­
nated the darkness like a torch, letting their light shine. 
-Matthew 5:15, 16; Philippians 2:15. 

5 Jehovah is keenly interested in his worshipers and will 
not rest, or stay quiet, until he has fulfilled all the promis­
es he made to Zion and her children. The remaining ones 
of the anointed along with their "other sheep" compan­
ions also refuse to keep silent. (John 10:16) They are noisy 
indeed as they point people to the only way of salvation. 
-Romans 10:10. 

"A New Name" Given by Jehovah 

6 What does Jehovah have in mind for Zion, his heav­
enly "woman," represented by ancient Jerusalem? He 
states: " The nations will certainly see your righteousness, 
o woman, and all kings your glory. And you will actual­
ly be called by a new name, which the very mouth of Je­
hovah will designate." (Isaiah 62:2) As the Israelites act 
in righteousness, the nations are forced to look on atten­
tively. Even kings are forced to acknowledge that Jehovah 
is using Jerusalem and that any rulership they exercise 
pales into insignificance beside Jehovah's Kingdom.-Isa­
iah 49:23. 

7 Jehovah now confirms the changed condition of Zion 
by giving her a new name. That new name signifies the 
blessed condition and honored status enjoyed by Zion's 

6. What does Jehovah have in mind for Zion? 
7. What does Zion's new name Signify? 
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earth ly children beginning in 537 S.C-E,· It shm'l's that 
Jehovah acknowledges Zion as belonging to h im. Today, 
the Israel of God is thrilled to be the object of Jehc> 
vah's del ight in this way, and the other sheep rejoice with 
them. 

8 Having given Zion her new name, Jehovah now prom­
Ises: "You must become a crown of beauty in the hond of 
Jehovah, and a kingly turban in the palm of your Cod." 
(Isaiah 62:3) Jehovah ho lds up his symbolic wife, heav· 
enly Zion, to be viewed with admiration . (Psalm 48:2; 
50:2) '111C crown of beau ty and the "kingly turb.1n" indi­
cate that she is clothed with honor and authority. 
(Zechariah 9: 16) Representing heavenly Zion, or "Jerusa­
lem above," the Israel of God is a remarkable result of 
God's hand-his applied power-in action. (Galatians 4: 
26) With Jehovah's help, that spiritual nation has estab­
lished a monu mental record o f integrity and devotion . 
MilliOns, in cluding both anointed and other sheep, are 
strengthened to demonstrate outstanding faith ilnd love. 
DurIng the Millennial Reign of Christ, the anOinted, hav­
ing attained their glorious heavenly reward, will be in­
struments in Jehovah's hand to uplift the g roaning cre­
ation to everlasting life.-Rom ans 8:21, 22; Revelation 
22,2. 

'Jehovah Has Taken OeHght in Yo u' 

9 The giving of a new name is part of the delightful 

• In Bible propheq' ~a new name" can Signify a new position or prlv­
lIege._Revelation 2: 17; 3:12. 

8. In what ways has Jehovah honored ZIon? 
9, Describe the transformation of Zion. 

Jehovah will coli heovenly ZiOIl by a new nome 
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transformation of heavenly Zion as represented by her 
earthly children We read: NNo more will you be said to be 
a woman left entirely; and your own land will no more 
be said to be desolate; but you yourself will be called My 
Delight Is in He" and your land Owned as a W{fe. For Ie· 
hovah will have taken delight In you, and your own land 
will be owned as a wife." (Isaiah 62:4) E.arth ly Zion has 
been desolate since her destruction In 607 B.C. E. Jeho­
vah's words, however, assure ber o f the resto rati on and 
repopulation of her land. Once-ravaged Zion will no lon­
ger be a woman left entirely. and her land will no lon­
ger be desolate. The restoration ofJerus .. lIem In 537 B.C.!!. 
means a new condition for her, In complete contrast with 
her formedy ruined state. Jehovah declares thal Zion will 
be called "My Delight Is in Her," and her land, "Owned 
as a Wlfe."-Isaiah 54: 1, 5, 6; 66:8; Jeremiah 23:5-8; 30: 
17; Galatians 4:27-31. 

10 Startl ng In 1919 a similar change was experienced by 
rhe Israel of God. During the fi rst world war, anointed 
Christians appeared to be d isowned by God. But In 1919 
their favored status was resto red, and their way of wor­
ship, purified. TItis affected their teachings, their o rgani­
zation, and their activity. The Israel of God came Into its 
"land," its spiritual estate, o r realm of actlvity.-Isaiah 66: 
7,8,20-22. 

11 Stressing further the new, favored position of h is pe0-
ple, Jehovah declares: "Just as a young man takes owner· 
ship of a virgin as his wife, your sons will take ownership 
of you as a wife. And with the exultation of a bridegroom 
over a bride, your God will exult even over you." (/sa(all 

10. (a) How was the ISrael of God tr.msforffit!d1(b) What Is the "1;lOd» 
of the Israel of God? 
11. li ow do Ihe Jews lake ownership of their mother as a wile? 
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62:5) How can the Jews, the "sons" of Zion, lake owner· 
ship of their mother as a wife? In that Zion's retu rning 
sons released from Babylonian ex.lle take possession of 
their o ld capital dty and settle In her once again. When 
that happens, Zion Is no IOllbOC( dcsoilltc but fi lled with 
sons.- Jercmiah 3:14. 

12 1n a parallel way, since 1919 the children of heavenly 
Zion have taken pos.o;csslon o f their land, their spiritual 
estate, which has the prophetic name "Owned as a Wi fe." 
Their Christian activity in thai land has made It evident 
that these anointed Ch ristians are the "people fo r Ueho­
yah 's] name." (Acts IS: 14) Their b ringing fo rth the frui ts 
of the Kingdom and publishing Jehovah's name have 
made it plain Om! Jehovah takes delight In these Chris­
tians. He has made It clear that they are part of the 
organization that is jo ined to him In unbreakable unity. 
By anOinting these Christians with hOly spirit, liberating 
them from spi ritual captivity, and using them to preach 
the Kingdom Ilope to all mankind, Jehovah has demon· 
strated that he rejoices over tt,em with the joy of a bride­
groom over a brlde.- Jeremlah 32:4 1, 

" Let There Be No Silence on Your Part" 

13 The figurative new name given by Jehovah makes 
his people feel secure. They know that he acknowl­
edges them and that they are owned by him. Now us­
Ing a different Illustration, Jehovah speaks to his people 

12. (a) In what wily hilS JchOY'<lh made II c1ellr Ihllt IInoln ted Chris­
tians are part o f the organl1.11 tlon t hat is lolned In marriage to him? 
(b) How do Jehovah's dealings with hb people provide a lofry mod­
el for marriage today? (Sce box o n page 342.) 
13, 14. (a) In anCIent tImes, how doe:s)erusalem become a d ry pro­
viding sarety? (b) III Ill000em Ilml'.\, how has l io n become ~a praise 
In the ear th -? 
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as to a walled city: "Upon your walls, 0 Jerusalem, , hove 
commissioned watchmen. All day fang and all night long, 
constantly, Jet them not keep still. You who are making 
mention of Jehovah, fet there be no silence on your port, 

A Lofty Model for Marriage 
When people ma rry, they bring their own expecta­

tions to the marriage union. But what are God's ex­
pectations?The institution of marriage originated w ith 
him. What was his purpose for it? 

One indication of God's perspective comes from his 
relationship with the nation of Israel. Isaiah portrays 
this relationship as a marriage. (Isaiah 62:1-5) No­
tice what Jehovah God as a "husband" does for his 
"bride," He protects and sa nctifies her. (Isaiah 62:6,7, 
12) He honors and values her. (Isa iah 62:3, 8, 9) And 
he finds delight in her, as indicated by the new names 
he gives her.-Isaiah 62:4, 5, 12. 

In the Ch ristian Greek Scriptures, Paul echoes Isa­
iah's description of the relationship between Jehovah 
and Israel when he compares the relationsh ip of a hus­
band and wife to that of Christ and the congregation 
of anointed Christians.-Ephesians 5:21-27. 

Paul encouraged Ch ristians to imitate in their mar­
riages the re lationship between Jesus and the congre­
gation. There can be no greater love than that shown 
by Jehovah toward Israel and that shown by Christ to­
ward the congregation. Those symbolic relationships 
provide a lofty model for a successfu l and happy mar­
riage betvveen Christians.-Ephesians 5:28-33. 
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and do not give him any silence until he fixes solidly, yes, 
until he sets Jerusalem as a praise in the earth." (Isaiah 
62:6, 7) In Jehovah's due time after the rerum of the 
faithful remnant from Babylon, Jerusalem does become 
"a praise in the earth"-a walled city providing safety 
to her inhabitants. Day and night, watchmen on those 
walls are alert to ensure the security of the city and to 
relay warning messages to her citizens.-Nehemiah 6: 15; 
7:3; Isaiah 52:8. 

14 In modern times jehovah has used his anointed 
watchmen to show meek ones the way to freedom from 
bondage to false religion. These ones have been invited 
to come within his organization, where they find protec­
tion from spiritual contamination, ungodly influences, 
and jehovah's displeasure. Ueremiah 33:9; Zephaniah 3: 
19) Vital to such protection is the role of the watchman 
class, "the faithful and discreet slave," which provides 
spiritual "food at the proper time." (Matthew 24:4547) 
Working with the watchman class, the "great crowd" also 
plays a significant role in making Zion "a praise in the 
earth."- Revelation 7:9. 

IS The service of the watchman class and their com­
panions continues! Their whole-souled attitude is seen 
in the zealous activity of millions of faithful individuals 
supported by traveling overseers and their wives; volun­
teers in the various Bethel homes and printing facilities 
of jehovah's Witnesses; misSionaries; and special, regu­
lar, and auxiliary pioneers. In addition, they work hard in 
constructing new Kingdom Halls, visiting the sick, assist­
ing individuals who face challenging medical Situations, 

IS. How do the watchman class and their companions serve Jeho­
vah constantly? 
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and providing timely relief to victims of disasters and ac~ 
ddents. Many of these self-sacrificing individuals often 
serve literally "day and nlght" !-Revelation 7:14, 15. 

16 Jehovah's servants are encouraged to pray without 
ceasing, to ask God that his "wil I take place, as in heaven, 
also upon earth." (Matthew 6:9, 10; 1 Thessalonians 5:17) 
They are exhorted: "Do not give Uehovah] any silence" 
until the desires and hopes regarding the restoration of 
true worship are granted. Jesus stressed the need to pray 
constantly, urging his followers to "cry out to [God] day 
and night."-Luke 18:1-8. 

Service to God Will Be Rewarded 

17 The new name Jehovah gives his people reassures 
them that their efforts are not in vain. "Jehovah has 
sworn with his right hand and with his strong arm: 'I will 
no more give your grain as food to your enemies, nor 
will foreigners drink your new wine, for which you have 
toiled. But the very ones gathering it will eat it, and they 
will be certain to praise Jehovah; and the very ones co/~ 
lecting it wiff drink it in my holy courtyards.' H (Isaiah 62: 
8, 9) Jehovah's right hand and strong arm are symbols 
of his power and strength. (Deuteronomy 32:40j Ezekiel 
20:5) His swearing by these shows that he is determined 
to change Zion's state of affairs. Tn 607 B.C.E., Jehovah 
permits Zion's enemies to rob her and plunder her be­
longings. (Deuteronomy 28:33, 51) But now, Zion's pos­
sessions will be enjoyed only by those who have a right 
to them.- Deuteronomy 14:22-27. 

16. In what way do Jehovah's servants ~not give him any silence"? 
17, 18. (a) In what way can Inhabitants of Zion expect to en joy the 
frui ts of their labor? (b) How do JehOllah's people today enjoy the 
fruits of their labor? 
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18 In the modern-day fulfillment o f this promise, Je­
hovah's restored people experience g reat spiritual pros­
perity. They fully enjoy the fruits of thei r labor- an In­
creased number of Christi,m disciples and an abundance 
of spiritual food. (Isaiah 55:1, 2; 65: 14) Because his peo­
ple are faithful , Jehovah does not let their enemies inter­
fere with their spirirual prosperity or rob them of the re­
sults o f their whole-souled service. None of the work that 
is done in the service of Jehovah is in vain.- Malachi 3: 
10-12; Hebrews 6:10. 

19 The new nam e also makes Jehovah's organization at­
tractive to honesthearted people. Multirudes flock to it, 
and the way is kept open for them. Isaiah's prophecy 
states: "Pass out. pass out through the gates, you men. 
Clear the way of the people. Bank up, bank up the high­
way. Rid it of stones. Raise up a signal for the peoples. n 

(Isaiah 62:10) In the first instance, this call likely re­
fers to passing out of the gates of the cities of Babylonia 
in order to rerum to Jerusalem. The returnees are to clear 
stones out of the way to make the journey easier and to 
raise up a signal to show the way.-Isaiah 11:12. 

20 Since 1919, anointed Christians have been set apart 
for divine service and are traveling lithe Way of Ho­
liness." (Isaiah 35:8) They were the first to walk on 
the spiritual highway out of Babylon the Great. (Isa­
iah 40:3; 48:20) God gave them the privilege of tak­
ing the lead in declaring his mighty works and in show­
ing others the way onto the highway. Ridding it of stones 
-clearing away stumbling blocks-was mainly for their 

19, 20. (a) How ls the way cleared for the Jews to Il!turn to Jeru~· 
lem? (b) How in modern times has the way been cleared for meek 
ones to come into Jehovah's organIzation? 
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own benefit. (Isaiah 57:14) They needed to see God's pur­
poses and teachings clearly. False beliefs aTe s tumbll ng 
sto nes on the pathway to life, but Jehovah's Wo rd Is " like 
a fo rge hammer that smashes the crag." Wit h it. anolnl­
ed Christians shattered stumbling slo nes that could trip 
those who wan ted to serve Jehovah.- Jcrcmiah 23:29. 

21 In 537 B.CE., Jerusalem bt..'Came the signal thai beck­
o ned the Jewish remnant to return and rebu ild th e tem­
ple. (Isaiah 49:22) In 1919 when the anointed remnant 
were delivered fro m bondage to false religio n, Lhey did 
not wander aimlessly. They knC\\I their destination, for 
Jehovah had established a signal for them. What signal? 
The same si&rnal fo retold at Isaiah 11 :10. wh ich reads: " It 
must OCUlr in that day that there will be the root of Jesse 
that will be standing up as a signal fo r the peoples." The 
apostle Paul applies these words to Jesus. (Ro mans 15: 
8, 12) Yes, the signal is Christ Jesus, reigning as King on 
heavenly Mount Zion! - Hebrevvs 12:22; Revelatio n 14: L 

22 Around Jesus Cluist, both the anointed Ch ristians 
and the other sheep are gathered to engage in t he uni fy­
Ing worship o f the Most High God . His rulcrship serves 
to vindicate Jehovah's unive~al sovereignty and to bless 
honesthearted ones o ut of all natio ns of the eart h. Is this 
not rcason fo r every o ne of us to joi n in exalting him 
,vitJl praise? 

"Your Salvation Is Co ming"1 

23 The new name that Jehovah gran ts to his wi fe­
lil:e organization has to do .... 1th the eternal salvatio n o r 

21, 22. What signal has JehO\'ah established for Ih().'le leaving fa lM! 
religiOn. and hO\v dO .... "e know? 
ZJ, 24. How b salva tio n bei ng brought to t hose having ralt h In 
God? 
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her children . isal.l h writes: "Look/ Jehovah himself has 
coused It to be 'Ieard to the farthest port of the earth: 
'Soy, you people, to the dougllter of Zion, "Look! Your sol­
vation Is coming. Look! 17le reword he gNes ;s with him, 
and the wages he pays are before him,'"'' (Isaiah 62: 11) 
Salvation a l OlC to the Jews when Babylon fe ll and they 
rclmnoo to thei r homeland. But these words point to 
something greater, Jehovah's dcclardtlon brings to mind 
Zechariah's prophecy regarding Jerusalem: "B<' very joy­
rul, 0 daughter of Zion. Shoul in triumph, 0 daugh­
ter of Jerusalem, Look! You r king himself comes to you. 
He Is righteous, yes, saved; humble, and riding upon an 
ass, even upon a full-grown animal the son of a she-ass." 
-Zechariah 9:9. 

In modern times Jehovah 's watchman 
clau has not kept silent 
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24 Three and a half years after Jesus was baplll.ed In 
water and anointed with God's spirit, he rode into Je­
rusalem and cleansed its temple. (Matt hew 21:1-5; John 
12:14-16) Today, Jesus Christ is the one bringing salva­
tion from Jehovah to all of those having faith in God. 
Since his enthronement in 1914, Jesus is also Jehovah's 
appointed Judge and Executioner. In 1918, three and a 
half years after his enthronement, he cleansed Jehovah's 
spiritual temple, as represented o n earth by the congre­
gation o f anointed Christians. (Malach i 3: 1-5) His bei ng 
mised as a signal marked the beginning o f it great Ingath­
ering of peop le from all over the earth, in support o f the 
Messianic Kingdom. Fo llowing the ancient pattern, "sal­
vation" came to the Israel of God when they .... -erc liberat­
ed fro m Babylon the Great in 1919. "The rewa rd" o r "the 
wages" in store for the se)J.sacrifidng harvest ..... o rkers is 
either immortal life in heave n or eternal li fe on earth. 
All who stay fa ithful can be confident that their "labor Is 
not In vain in connectio n with the Lord."- \ Corinthi.ms 
15:58. 

25 How positive the outlook is for Jehovah's heaven­
ly organizatio n, for its ano inted representatives here o n 
earth, and fo r everyone actively associated with them [ 
(Deu tero nomy 26:19) Isaiah prophesied: NMen wifl cer­
tainly call them the holy people, those repurchased by Je­
hovah; and you yourself will be called Searched For, a City 
Not Left Entirely." (Isaiah 62:12) At o ne time "Jerusalem 
above, It represented by the Israel of God, felt forsaken. 
She will never feel that way again. Jehovah's people will 
rorever be the object o r his protective care, enloying his 
continuing smile of approval. 

25. Whal llS$ur.mC(' Is given 10 Jehovah's people? 
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Jehovah Makes a Beautiful 
Name for Himself 

Isaiah 63:1-14 

FOR ncarly Iwo thousand years, Christians have been 
"awaiting and keepi ng close In m ind the p resence of the 
dayofJchovah." (2 Peter 3:12; Titus 2:13) It is understand­
able that they are anxious for Ihatday 10 come. After aU, it 
will mark the beginning o f their relief from the ravages of 
Imperfect'lon . (Romans 8:22) It will also mean an end 10 
the pressures they suffer during these "critical tim es hard 
to deal wl th."-2 Timothy 3: 1. 

2 Howevcr, while Jehovah's day will bring relief fo r righ­
teous o nes, II' will al.so mean destruction fo r "those who 
do not know God and those who do not obey the good 
news about our Lord Jesus." (2 Thessalonians 1 :7, 8) This 
Is sobe ring to contemplate. Will God really bring about 
the destruction of the wicked simply to rescue his peo­
pic from dIstressIng condItio ns? The 63rd chapter of Isa­
Iah shows that there Is a far loftier issue involved, namely, 
the sancti fi cation of God's name. 

The March of the Victoriolls Wan-ior 

3 In Isaiah chapter 62, we read of the liberation o f Lhe 

I, 2. (a) What IlClSonlll lntf!re5t do Chfb tlans have In the coming 
Hda)' of }ehov"h~? (b) What lo fty Is.sue is Involved In the coming of 
JchoYlIh 's do)'? 
3, 01 . (1I) What Is the seiling for the prophecy In Isaiah chapter 631 
(b) Who does Isaiah u e marching towllrdJerusalem, and whom ha\'e 
SO Ule .KholJlJs Identi fied tha t one to be? 
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Jews from captivity in Babylon and their restoration to 
their homeland. Naturally, the question arises: Will the 
restored remnant of Jews need to fear further devastation 
from other enemy nations? Isaiah's vision does much to 
allay their fear. The prophecy begins: "Who is this one 
coming from Edam, the one with garments of glowing 
colors from Bozrah, this one who is honorable in his cloth­
ing, marching in the abundance of his power?" - Isaiah 
63:70. 

4 Isaiah sees a warrior, energetic and triumphant, 
marching toward jerusalem. His magnificent clothing in­
dicates that he is of the very highest rank. He comes from 
the direction of Edam's most prominent city, Bozrah, 
suggesting that he has won a great victory over that ene­
my land. Who can this warrior be? Some scholars iden­
tify him with Jesus Christ. Others believe him to be the 
Jewish military leader Judas Maccabaeus. However, the 
warrior himself indicates his own identity when he an­
swers the foregoing question by saying: "I, the One speak­
ing in righteousness, the One abounding in power to 
save."-Isaiah 63:1b. 

S There is little question that this warrior is Jehovah 
God himself. Elsewhere, he is described as having an 
"abundance of dynamic energy" and as "speaking what 
is righteous." (Isaiah 40:26; 45:19, 23) The warrior's mag­
nificent garments remind us of the psalmist's words: 
"0 Jehovah my God, you have proved very great. With 
dignity and splendor you have clothed yourself." (Psalm 
104:1) While Jehovah is the God of love, the Bible shows 
that he takes on the mantle of a warrior when necessary. 
-Isaiah 34:2; 1 John 4:16. 

S. Who is the warrior ~een by isaiah, and why do you 50 answer? 
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6 Why, though, is Jehovah returning from a battle in 
Edam? The Edomites, perperuators of an animosity that 
began with their forefather, Esau, are age-old enemies 
of God's covenant people. (Genesis 25:24-34; Numbers 
20:14-21) The depth of Edam's hatred for Judah became 
particularly evident during the desolation of Jerusalem 
when the Edomites cheered on the Babylonian soldiers. 
(Psalm 137:7) Jehovah takes such animosity as an offense 
against him personally. No wonder that he determined 
to unleash his sword of vengeance against Edom!-Isaiah 
34:5-15; Jeremiah 49:7-22. 

7 Isaiah's vision is therefore of much encouragement to 
the Jews returning to Jerusalem. It assures them of safe 
dwelling in their new home. Indeed, by the days of the 
prophet Malachi, God made Edam's "mountains a deso­
lated waste and his inheritance for the iackals of the wil­
derness." (Malachi 1:3) Does this mean, then, that Isa­
iah's prophecy was completely fulfi lled by Malachi 's day? 
No, for in spite of its desolate condition, Edam was 
determined to rebuild its devastated places, and Mala­
chi continued to call Edam "the territory of wicked­
ness" and "the people whom Jehovah has denounced 
to time Indefinite."" (Malachi 1:4, 5) Prophetically, how­
ever, Edom encompasses more than the descendants of 
Esau, It serves as a symbol of all the nations that prove 
themselves to be enemies of Jehovah's worshipers. The 
nations of Christendom have been particularly promi­
nent in this regard. What will happen to this modern-day 
Edam? 

• The Herods of the frrst century C.E. were Edomltes. 

6. Why is Jehovah returning from a battle in Edom? 
7. (a) How was the prophecy against Edom Initially fulfilled? 
(b) What does Edom symbolize? 
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The Winepress 

8 Isaiah asks the returning warrior: NWlly is it that your 
clothing is red, and your garments are like those of aile 
treading in the winepress?" Jehova h replies: "The wine 
trough I have trodden by myself. while there was /10 man 
with me from the peoples. And I kept treading them in my 
anger; and I kept trampling them down in my rage. And 
their spurting blood kept spattering upon my garments, 
and all my clothing I have polluted, H - Isaiah 63:2, 3, 

9 These graphic words describe a bloodbath . Why, even 
God's elegant garments are stained, like the garments of 
one treading a winepress! A winepress is a fitting symbol 
of the trapped condition in which enem ies of Jehovah 
God find themselves when he moves to destroy them , 
\fVh en will this symbollc winepress be trodden? Th e 
prophecies of Joel and of the apostieJohn also speak of a 
symbolic winepress. The winepress of those prophecies is 
to be trodden when Jehovah treads down his enemies to 
destruction at Armageddon. Uael 3: 13; Reveliltio n 14:18-
20; 16: 16) The prophetic winepress of Isaiah points fo r­
ward to the same time. 

10 Why, though, does Jehovah say that he trod this 
winepress by himself, while there was no man with him 
from the peoples? Will not Jesus Christ, as God's repre­
sentlve, take the lead in treading the winepress? (Revela­
tion 19: 11-16) Yes, but Jehovah is rererring to humans, 
not spirit creatures. He is sayi ng that no human Is equaJ 
to the task o f ridding the earth of Satan's followers. (Isa­
iah 59: 15, 16) It is left to God Almighty to keep tread-

8, 9. (a) In what activity has the warrior seen by lu lah been en· 
gaged? (b) When and how Is the symbollc winepress tmdden? 
10. Why does Jenovan say that he trod the winepress by himself? 



353 

Ing them in his anger, until they have been completely 
crushed. 

11 Jehovah further explains why he performs this task 
personally, saying: "The day of vengeance Is In my heart. 
and tile very yeor of my repurchased ones has come. N 

<Isaiah 63:4) · Only Jehovah has the right to execute ven­
geance upon those who harm his people. (Deuterono­
my 32:35) In andcnt times the "repurchased o nes" were 
lhe Jews who suffered at' the hands of the Babylonians. 
(Isaiah 35: 10; 43:1; 48:20) In modern times they are 
the anointed remnant. (Revelation 12:17) Uke their an­
cient coumerparts, they have been repurchased from re­
ligious captivity. And like Ihosc Jews, the anointed, along 
with theIr "other sheep" companions, have been the vic­
Urns of persecution and opposition. (John 10:16) Isaiah's 
prophecy thus assures Christians today that at God's ap­
poInted time, He will Intervene In their behalf. 

12 Jehovah contlnues: " I kept looking, but there was no 
helper,· and f began to show myself astonished, but there 
was no one offering support. So my arm furnished me sa/­
vatlon, and my rage was what supported me. And I kept 
stamping down peoples In my anger, and I proceeded to 
make them drunk with my rage and to bring down to the 
earth t/lelr spurting blood. N - Isaiah 63:S, 6. 

13 No human helper can claim credit for Jehovab's 

• TIle upruslon ~yta r or my rtpurchased ones" may refer to the 
same period of time as the term -day of \'engeance.- Note how sim­
Ilar terms are used in parallel at Isaiah 34:8. 

t I. (a) Why does Jehovah bring a -day of vengeance"? (b) Who were 
the ~repuKhased ones" In ancient times, and who are they today? 
12, 13. (II) In what way Is there no helper for Jehovah? (b) How does 
Jehovah's arm fu mish salvatIon, and how does his rage support him? 
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grand day of vengeance. No r does Jehovah ne<!d any hu­
man support to carry out his will : His Immeasurably 
powe rful ann of strength is su fficien t ror the task. (Psalm 
44:3; 98:1; Jeremiah 27:5) Moreover, his rage supports 
him. How? In that God's rage is not uncontrolled emo­
tion but righteous indignatio n. Slncejehovah always acts 
o n the basis of righteous principles, his rage supports 
and motivates him in bringing "down to the earth" the 
"spu rting blood" of h is enemies, to their humi li atio n 
and defeat.-Psalm 75:8; Isaiah 25:10; 26:5, 

God 's l oving-Kind nesses 

14 In ti mes past, the Jews quickly lost appreciatio n fo r 
the things Jehovah did in their behalf. Appropriate­
ly, then, [salah reminds them o f wily Jehovah d id SUdl 

th ings. Isaiah declares: "The loving-kindnesses of j eho· 
vah I shall mention, the praises of jehovah, according to 
01/ that j ehovah has rendered to us, even the abundant 
goodness to the house of Israel that he has rendered to 
them according to his mercies and according to the abun· 
dance of his loving·kindnesses. And he went on to say: 
'Surely they are my people, sons that will not prove false.' 
So it was to them that he came to be a Savior. During all 
their dis tress it was disfrelling to him. And his own per· 
sonal messenger saved them. In his love and In his com· 
passion he himself repurchased them, and he proceeded 
to lift them up and carry them off the days of long ago. N 

- Isaiah 63:7·9 . 

• Jehovah expresses astonishment thO! no one offered support. It 
might Indeed be thought astonishi ng that almost 2,000 yearl after 
the death of Jesus, the powerfu l one5 or mankind stili oppose God's 
wll l. - Psalm 2:2-12; Isaiah 59:16. 

14. What appropriate remInders doe~ I~alah now glve1 
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IS What an outstanding example j ehovah sets in dem­
onstrating loving-kindness, or loyal love I (Psalm 36:7; 
62: 12) Jehovah formed a lovi ng attachment to Abraham. 
(Micah 7:20) He promised the patriarch that by means 
of his seed, or offspring, all nations o f the earth would 
bless themselves. (Gencsls 22:17, 18) Jehovah stuck to 
th at promise, showing abu ndan t goodness to the house 
of Israel. Outstand ing among his loyal acts was his res­
cue of Abraham's offspring from slavery in Egypt.-Exo­
dus 14:30. 

16 FollOWing the Exodus, j ehovah brought Israel to 
Mou nt Sinai and made this promise: "If you will strictly 
obey my voice and wi ll indeed keep my covenant, then 
you will certainly become my special property ... And 
you yourselves wl.ll become to me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation." (Exodus 19:5, 6) Was Jehovah be­
ing deceptive in making this offer? No, for Isaiah reveals 
that j ehovah said to himself: "Surely Illey are my peo­
ple, sons that will not prove false ." One scholar observes: 
"The 'sufely' is not the fiat of sovereignty o r foreknowl­
edge: it is Ihe hope and confidence of love:' Yes, Jeho­
vah made his covenant In good faith, sincerely wanting 
his people to succeed. In spite of their obvious shortcom­
Ings, he d isplayed confidence In them. rlow wonderful it 
is to worship a God who places such trust in his worship­
ers! Elders today do Ill uch 10 strengt hen those entrusl­
ed to their charge when they manifest similar confidence 
in the basic goodness of God's people.-2 Thessalon ians 
3:4; Hebrews 6:9, 10, 

IS. How and why did Jehovah show loving·kindness to Abraham's 
offspring In Egypt? 
16. (a) What Ylewpolnt did JehOVllh have when he made his cove· 
nant wi th I$rael? (b) How dOh God deal with h is people7 
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17 Nevertheless, the psalmist says regarding the Israel­
ites: "They forgot God their Savior, the Doer ot great 
th ings in Egypt." (Psalm 106:21) Their disobedient, stiff· 
necked attitude often resulted in their coming Into dire 
circumstances. (Deuteronomy 9:6) Did Jehovah cease 
showing them loving-kindness? On the contrary, Isaiah 
relates that "during all their distress it was distressing 
to him .n What empathy Jehovah has! As with any lov­
ing father, it pained God to see his childre.n suffer, even 
when the suffering was due to their own foo lishness. As 
fo reto ld and in evidence of his love, he sent h is "person­
al messenger," likely Jesus in h is prehuman exJstence, to 
lead them into the Promised Land. (Exodus 23:20) Thus 
Jehovah lifted the nation up and carried it, "just as a m an 
carries his son,N (Deuteronomy 1:31; Psalm 106:10) To­
day we can be confident that Jehovah Is equally aware of 
our sufferings and that he feels for us when we arc in dire 
straits. We can confidently 'throw all our anxieties upon 
him because he cares for us.'-l Peter 5:7. 

God Beco m es an Enemy 

18 Never, though, should we presume upon God's 
lOving-kindness. Isaiah continues: '7hey themselves re­
beJled and mode his holy spirit feel hurt. He now was 
changed into on enemy of theirs; he hirmelf warred 
against them. N (Isaiah 63:10) Jehovah warned that al­
tho ugh he is a God m erciful and gradous, "by no means 
will he give exemption from punishment." (Exodus 34: 
6, 7) The Israelites put themselves in line for punish ment 
by establish ing a pattern of rebe.Uion . "Do not fo rget how 

17. (a) What evidence did Jehovah give of his love for the braeilles? 
(b) What confidence can we have today? 
18. ' Vhy did Jehovah come 10 be an enem), of his people? 
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you have provoked Jehovah your God in the wilderness," 
reminded Moses. "From the day that you went out of the 
land of Egypt until your coming to th is place you people 
have proved rebellious In your behavtor with Jehovah ." 
(Deuteronomy 9:7) By resisting the wholesome effects of 
God's spirit, they have hu rt, o r grieved, it. (Ephesians 4: 
30) They have forced Jehovah to become an enemy of 
rhelrs.-Levtticus 26: 17; Deuteronomy 28:63. 

19 In the midst o f thei r affilctlon, some Jews are moved 
to reflect on the past. Says Isaiah: "One began to re­
member the days of long ago, Moses his servant 'Where 
Is the One that brought them up out of the sea with the 
shepherds of his flock? Where is the One that put with­
In him His own holy spirit? The One making His beautiful 
arm go at the right hand of Moses; the One splitting the 
waters from before them in order to make an Indefinitely 
Jasting name for his own self; the One making them walk 
through the surging waters so that. like a horse in the wil­
dem ess, tlley did not stumble? Just as when a beast itself 
goes down Into the volley plain, the very spirit of Jehovah 
proceeded to make them rest. "'-Isaiah 63: 11-140." 

20 Yes, suffering the results of disobedience, the Jem 
long fo r the days when Jehovah was their Deliverer in­
stead of their enemy. They recall how their "shepherds," 
Moses and Aaron, led them sa fely through the Red Sea. 

",'hls ~rse could also begin: MHebegan to remember.- (Isaiah 63:1 1, 
footnote) l·iowlI'vcr. thiS does not necessarily mean that Jehovah Is 
the 0 1111' remembering. The words that follow express the feelings of 
God's people and not of Jehovah himself. The Solle/IIO Hooks of t Ilt' 
BIble' thus lenders these words: -Then IUs people remembered the 
days of old.~ 

19, 20. What things do the Jews remember, and why? 
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(Psalm 77:20; Isaiah 51:1O) They recilJl a time when in­
stead of hurting God's spirit, they were 1<.'(1 by it through 
the guidance b'iven by Moses and o ther spirit-appointed 
o lder men, (Numbers 11:16, (7) They a lso I"Cmember see­
ing Jehova h 's "beauti ful arm" o f streng th being used in 
their behalf through Moses! In time, God took them out 
of the great and fear- inspiri ng wilderness and led them 
into a land flowing with milk and honey-a place of rest. 
(Deuteronomy 1:19; Joshua 5:6; 22:4) Now, though, the 
Israelites suffer because of having lost their favo rable re­
lationship with God! 

'A Beautiful Name for Himself' 

21 Still, the material loss or the Israeli tes pales In com· 
p..ulson with the loss of the privilege they have tossed 
away, namely, that of sha ring in the glo rifying of God's 
name. Moses promised the Jews: "Jehovah will estab­
lish you as a holy people to himself, Just as he swore 
to YOll, because you continue to keep the command­
ments of Jehovah you r God, and you have walkl>d In 
h is ways, And all the peoples of the eart h will have to 
see that Jehovah's name has been called upon you, and 
they will Indeed be afraid of you." (Deuteronomy 28:9, 
10) When Jehovah acted in defense or Abraham's descen­
dan ts, rescuing them from slavery in Egypt, he was no t 
doing so simply to make life more conven ient or pleas­
a n t for them. He was acting In behalf of something far 
more important-his name. Yes, he was seeing to it that 
his name was "declared in all the earth." (Exodus 9:15, 
16) And when God showed mercy after the rebellio n of 

21. (a) What great privilege could Israel hav.: had In conne(1lon 
with God's name? (b) What was God's primary rcuon ror lIberiltlrl8 
Abraham 's desttndanu from F.gypl? 



Jehovah hod 1119h hopes 
for Ills people 

Israel In the wilderness, 
his reason fo r doing so 
was not mcre scntlment. 
Jehovah himsel f said: "I 
went acti ng fo r the sake 
of my own na me that it 
might not be profaned 
before the eyes o f the na· 
tlons."-Ezeklel 20:8-10. 

22 What a powerful conclusion Isaiah then gives to this 
prophecy! He says: 'Thus you Jed your people in order 
to make a beautiful name for your own self." (Isaiah 63: 
14b ) Now It· can be clearly seen why Jehovah fights 
mightily In the Interests o f h is people, It Is to make a 
beautlful name for himself. Isaia h's prophecy thus serves 
as a powerful remi nder that bearing the name o f Jeho­
vah is both an awesome privilege and a great responsibil· 
Ity, True Christians today love the name of Jehovah more 
than their own lives. (Isaiah 56:6; Hebrews 6: 10) They are 
loath to do anythi ng that could possibly bring reproach 
u pon that sacred name. They respond to God's loyal10ve 
by remai ning loyal to hi m. And because they love Jeho­
vah's beauti fu l name, they lo ng fo r the day when he will 
trample his enem ies in the winepress o f h is anger-not 
merely because it w1l1 benefi t them but because it will 
lead 10 the glo rificaUon of the name of the God they 
love.-Matthew 6:9. 

22. (il) In t he fut u l't, why wJ1J God once agaIn fig ht In behalf of hI.!; 
people? (b) In what waY" does our love for God's name affect our at· 
tJorl$? 



CHAPTER TWENTY-fiVE 

A Prayer of Repentance 

Isa lak 63:15-64:12 

THE destruction o f jerusalem and her temple In 
607 B.C.E. was disdpline from Jehovah, an expression of 
his extreme disapproval. The disobedient nation of Ju­
dah deserved the severe punishment. Yet, Jehovah did 
not Intend that the jews be exterminated. The apostle 
Paul alluded to the purpose of Jehovah 's disdpline when 
he said: "True, no disdpline seems fo r the present to be 
JoYOus, but grievous; yet afterward to those who have 
been trained by it it yields peaceable fruit, namely, righ­
teousness."-Hebrews 12:11. 

2 How will the jews react to the hard experience? Will 
they hate jehovah's discipline? (Psalm 50: 16, 17) Or 
will they accept it as training? Will they repent and be 
healed? (Isaiah 57:18; Ezekiel 18:23) The prophecy of Isa­
iah suggests that at least some of the former Inhabitants 
of Judah will respond well to the diScipline. Beginning 
in the last verses of chapter 63 and continuing through 
chapter 64, the natio n of Judah is represented as a con­
trite people who approach jehovah in heartfelt supplica­
tion. The prophet Isaiah, o n behalf of his countrymen in 
their future exHe, utters a prayer of repentance. While do­
ing so, he speaks of coming events as if they were taking 
place before his eyes. 

I, 2. (a) What is the purpose of dilline disdpUne1 (b) What ("holc~ 
will Ihe Jews face after receiving Jehovah's disdplinel 
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A Compassionate Father 

3 Isaiah prays to Jehovah: "Look from heaven and see 
out of your lofty abode of ,holiness and beauty," The 
propbet is speaking of the spiritual heavens, where Jeho­
vah and h is Invisible spirit creatures dwell, Expressi ng the 
thoughts of the Jews In exile, Isaiah conti nues: " Where 
are your zeal and your full might. the commotion of your 
inward para, and your mercies? Toward me they have 
restrained themselves, " (Isaiah 63:15) Jehovah has heJd 
back his power and controlled his deep fee Ungs- uthe 
commotion of [his1l nward parts, and (his] merdes"-to­
ward his people, Yet, Jehovah Is the "Father" of the Jew~ 
ish nation. Abraham and Israel Uacob) were their natural 
forefathers, but if these \\/ere restored to life, they might 
be inclined to reject their apostate offspring. Jehovah has 
greater compassion, (Psalm 27;10) isaiah gratefully says: 
"You, 0 Jehovah, are our Father. Our Repurchaser of fang 
ago is your name. N-Isolah 63:76. 

4 Isaiah continues with a heartfelt express ion: " Why do 
you, 0 Jehovah, keep making us wonder from your ways? 
Why do you make our heart hard against the fear of 
you? Come back for the sake of your servana, the tribes 
of your hereditary possession." (Isaiah 63:7n Yes, Isaiah 
prays that Jehovah will again turn his attention to his 
servants. In what sense, though, does Jehovah make the 
Jews wander from his ways? Is Jehovah responsible for 
the hardness of their hearts th at leads them to have no 

3. (a) How doe5 Isaiah's prophetic prayer exalt Jehovah? (b) How 
does Daniel's prayer show that the prophet ic prayer of IsaIah rep­
resents the thoughts of repentant Jcw~ In lJabylon? (See box o n 
page 362.) 
4, 5. (a) In what seMe does Jehovah make ills people wander fro m 
his v.'ays? (b) What kind o f worship does Jehovah want? 



Daniel's Praye r 
of Repentance 

The prophet Daniel lived in 
Babylon throughout the lO-year 
period of Jewish captivity. Some­
time du ring the 6Bth year of the 

exile, Daniel discerned from jer­
emiah's prophecy that Israel's so-

journ was nearing its end. (jeremi­
ah 25:11; 29:10; Daniel 9:1, 2) Daniel 

turned to jehovah in prayer-a prayer of repentance on 
beha lf of the entire jewish nation. Daniel relates: " I pro­
ceeded to set my face to Jehovah the true God, in order 
to seek him with prayer and with entreaties, with fasting 
and sackd oth and ashes. And I began to pray to jehovah 
my God and to make confession."-DanieI9:3, 4. 

Daniel uttered his prayer some two hundred yea rs af­
ter Isaiah penned the prophetic prayer found in chap­
ters 63 and 64 of his book. Undoubtedly, many sincere 
jews prayed to jehovah du ring the difficult years of ex.­
ile. The Bible, however, highlights DanIel's prayer, which 
evidently represented the feelings of many faithfu l Jews. 
Thus, his prayer shows that the sentiments of Isaiah's 
prophetic prayer were indeed the senti· 
ments of faithful Jews in Babylon. 

Note some simi larities between 
Daniel's prayer and Isa iah's. 

lsa iah63:16!~~~ Oanlel9:1S Isaiah 63:18 Oaniel9:17 
Isalah64:1-3 Daniel 9:15 
isaiah 64:4-7 Daniel 9:4-7 
Isaiah 64:6 Daniel 9:9, 10 
Isaiah 64:10, 11 _ _ _ Daniel 9:16_18 
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fea r of him? No, but he does allow It, and in their de· 
spair the Jev..'S lament thatjehovah gave them such free· 
dam. (Exodus 4:21; Nehemiah 9:16) They wish that jeho­
vah had stepped in to prevent them from doing wrong. 

S Of course, God does not deal with humans in that 
way. We are free moral ilgc.nts, ami Jehovah allows us to 
decide for ourselves whethe r to obey him or not. (Deu­
teronomy 30:15· 19) Jehovah wants worship that stems 
from heart~ and minds that arc motivil ted by genuine 
love. Hen ce, he has allowed the jews to exercise their 
free will, even though this has perm itted the m to re­
bel against him. It Is in th is way that he has made their 
hearts haTd.-2 CJuonid es 36: 14-2l. 

6 'Arhat is the result? Isaiah prophetically says: "For a lit­
tle while your holy people had possession. Our own adver­
saries have stamped down your sanctuary. We have for a 
long time become as those over whom you did not rule, 
as those upon whom your name had not been called. H 

(Isaiah 63:18, 19) Jehovah's people had possession of his 
sanctuary for a while . Then jehovah allowed it to be de­
stroyed and his nation to be taken into exile. When that 
happened, it was as if there had been no covenant bl"­
tween him and the offspring of Abraham and as if his 
name had not been called upon them. Now captive in 
Babylon, the Jews cry out in their hopelessness: "0 if 
only you had ripped the heavens apart, that you had 
come down, that on account of you the very mountains 
had quaked, as when a fire ignites the brushwood, and 
the fire makes the very water boil up, in order to make 

6, 7. (a) What results from the Jews' leavi ng Jehovah's way.~? 
(Il) What vain wish 15 expre5sed. but what have th~ Jews no right to 
expect? 
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your nome known to your adversaries, that on account of 
you the notions might be agitated'''' (Isaiah 64:1, 2) Je. 
hovah does indeed have the power to save. He certain­
ly could have come down and fought for his peo­
ple, ripping apart heavenlike governmental systems and 
breaking up mountainlike empires. Jehovah could have 
made his name known by showing his fi ery zea l in be­
hal f of his people. 

7 Jehovah had done such things in the past. isaiah re­
counts: "When you did fear-inspiring things for whleh we 
could not hope, you came down. On account of you the 
mountains themselves quaked, N (/safoh 64:3) Such great 
acts demonstrated Jehovah's power and Godshlp. How­
ever, the unfaithful Jews of lsajah's time have no right to 
expect Jehovah to act in such a way for their benefit. 

Only Jehovah Can Save 

M False gods perform no powerful acts of sa lvation for 
their worshipers. Isaiah writes: "From time long ago none 
have heard, nor have any given ear, nor has an eye Itself 
seen a God, except you, thot acts for the one that keeps 
In expectation of him. You have met up with tile one ex­
ulting and doing righteousnen, those who keep remem· 
bering you In your own ways. N (Isaiah 64:4, 50) Jehova h 
alone is " the rewarder of those earnestly seeking hlm.N 
(Hebrews 11 :6) He acts to protect those doing righteous­
ness and those remembering him. (Isai ah 30: 18) Have 
the Jews acted in this way? No. Isaiah says to Jehova h: 
"Look! You yourself became indignant, while we kept 

II . (a) What is one way that Jehovah Is dl fTerent from the fnlse gods 
of the nations? (b) Why does Jehovah not act to sa\'t hls pwph.' de· 
spite being able to do so? (c) How does Puut quote and "pply 15IIlah 
64:41 (See box on page 366.) 
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sinning- in them a lang time, and should we be saved?" 
(Isaiah 64:5b) Because God's people have a long record 
of persistent Sinfulness, there is no basis for Jehovah to 
hold back h is IndJgnation hnd act fo r their salvation. 

9 The Jews cannot undo the past, but If they repent and 
return to pure worship, they can hope for forgiveness 
and future blessings. Jehovah will reward repentan t ones 
in his due time by releasing them from Babylonian cap­
t ivity. Still, they need to be patient. Despite their repen­
tance, Jehovah will not change his timetable. If they keep 
alert and are responslvc to Jchovah's will, however, they 
are assured of eventual liberation. Si milarly, Christians 
today patiently keep In expectation of Jehovah. (2 Peter 
3:11, 12) We take to heart the words of the apostle Paul, 
who said: " Let us not give up In doing what is fi ne, for 
in due season we shall reap If we do not tire out."- Gala­
tians 6:9. 

10 Isaiah's prophetic prayer Is more tha r, a formal con­
fession of sin. It expresses sincere recognition of the na­
tion's inability to save Itself. The prophet says: " We be­
come like someone unclean, all of us, and all our acts 
af righteousness are like a garment for periods of men­
struation,· and we sholl fade away like leafage, a/l of us, 
and our errors themselves wllf ca"y us away Just like a 
wind. " (Isaiah 64:6) By the end of the exile, repen­
tant Jews may have ceased practicing apostasy. They may 
have turned to Jehovah with aets o f righteousness. But 
they are still imperfect. Their good deeds, while praise­
worthy, are no better than soil ed garments when it 

9. What can repentant Jews hope for, and what can we learn from 
this? 
10. What Inability il fra nkly confessed In Isaiah's prayer? 
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" Eye Has Not Seen" 
In his letter to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul quot­

ed the book of Isaiah when he wrote: "Just as it is 
written: 'Eye has not seen and ear has not heard, nei­
ther have there been conceived in the heart of man the 
things that God has prepared for those who love him.''' 
(1 Corinthians 2:9)* Neither Paul's statement nor the 
expressions of Isaiah refer to the things Jehovah has pre­
pared for his people in a heavenly Inheritance or in a fu­
ture earth ly paradise. Paul is applying Isaiah's words to 
the blessings that were already being enjoyed by Chris­
tians in the first century, such as understanding the 
deeper things of God and receiving spiritual enlighten­
ment from Jehovah. 

We can understand deep spiritual things only when 
it is Jehovah's due time to revea l them-and even then, 
only if we are spiritual people with a close relationship 
with Jehovah. Paul's words apply to those with little 
or no spirituality. Their eye cannot see, or discern, spiri­
tual truths, and thei r ea r cannot hea r, or understand, 
such things. Knowledge of the things that God has pre­
pared for those who love him does not even enter into 
the hearts of such men. But to those who are ded icat­
ed to God, as Paul was, God has revea led these th ings 
through his spiril-1 Corinth ians 2:1 -16. 

~l'a ul' s words are not found In the Hebrew Scriptures exactly as 
he quoted them. He seems to be combining the thoughts of 15a­
lah 52:15; 64:4; and 65: 17. 

comes to atonemen t for sins. Jehovah's forgiveness is an 
undeserved gift motivated by his mercy. It is not some­
thing that can be earned.- Romans 3:23, 24. 



A Pra;'er of Repelltanc~ 367 

11 As Isaiah looks ahead, what does he see? The proph­
et prays: 'There is no one colling upon your name, no 
one rousing himself to loy hold on you; for you have con­
cealed your face from us, and you couse us to melt by the 
power of our error," (Isaiah 64:7) The spiritual condition 

11. (a) What unhealthy spiritual condition exists among most of 
the Jews In exile, and why may this be? (b) Who were excellent ex­
amples of faith during the exile? 

God's people had 
possession of Jerusalem 

and her temple " for 
o little while" 
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of the nation is abysmal. The people have not been call· 
ing upon God's name in prayer. While no longer guilty 
of the g ross sin of idolatry, they are evidently negligent 
in their worship, and there is "no one rousing himself to 
lay hold" on Jehovah. They clearly do not enjoy a healthy 
relationship with the Creator. Perhaps some feel unwor­
thy to address Jehovah In prayer. Others may go about 
their daily routine without taking him Into account. or 
course, there are such individuals as Dan iel, liananJah, 
Mishaei, Azariah , and Ezekiel among the exiles, and 
these are fine examples of faith. (Hebrews 11 :33, 34) As 
the 70-year period of captivity draws to a close, such men 
as Haggai, Zechariah, Zerubbabel, and High I'rlestjoshua 
stand ready to take an exceUent lead in calling upon the 
name of Jehovah. Still, Isaiah's prophetic prayer seems to 
describe the condition of the majority of the exiles. 

'ITo Obey Is Better Than 
a Sacrifice" 

!2 Repentant Jews are willing to change. Representing 
them, Isaiah prays to Jehovah: "Now. 0 Jehovah, you are 
our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter; and 
all of us are the work of your hand." (Isaiah 64:8) These 
words once again acknowledge Jehovah's aUlho ri ty as Fa~ 

ther, or Life--Giver. Uob 10:9) Jews who repent are com­
pared to malleable clay. Those who respond to Jehovah 's 
discipline can in a figurative way be shaped, or fo rmed, 
in harmony with God's standards. But this can be ac­
complished only if Jehovah, the Potter, extends forgive­
ness. Hence, Isaiah twice appeals to him to remember 
that the Jews are his people: "Do not be indignant. 0 Je~ 

12. How does haiah express the willi ngness of repentant Jews to 
change their conduct? 
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hovah, to the extreme, and do not forever remember our 
error. Look, now. please: we are all your people." -Isaiah 
64,9. 

13 During the exile, the Je'ws endure much more than 
mere captivity in a pagan land. The desolate condition 
of Jerusalem and her temple brings reproach upon them 
and their God. lsaiall's prayer of repentance recounts 
some of the things t hat cause this reproach: " Your own 
holy cities have become a wilderness. Zion itself has be­
come a sheer wilderness, Jerusalem a desolate waste. Our 
house of holiness and beauty, in which our forefathers 
praised you, has Itself become something for burning in 
the fire; and every one of our desirable things has become 
a devastation." - Isaiah 64: JO, " . 

14 Of course, Jehovah is well awa re of the state of af­
fairs in the ancestral land of the Jews. About 420 years be­
fore the destruction of Jeru5<1Iem, he warned his people 
that If they turned away from his commandments and 
served other gods, he would "cut (them I off from upon 
the surface of the ground," and the beautiful temple 
would "become heaps of ruins." (1 Kings 9:6-9) True, Je­
hovah found delight In the land he had given to his 
people, the magnIficent temple built In his honor, and 
the sacrifices made to him. But loyalty and obedience 
are more important than material things, even sacrifices. 
The prophet Samuel aptly said to Ki ng Saul: "Does Jeho­
vah have as much delight in burnt offerings and sacri­
fices as in obeying the voice of Jehovah? Lookl To obey 

13. What Is the condItion of the land of Israel while God's people 
are in exile? 
14. (a) How did Jehovah warn of Ihe si tuation that now exists? 
(b) While Jehovah found delight In his temple and thl' ~crlfice5 
made there, what ls more Important7 
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is better than a sacrifice, to pay attention than the fat of 
rams."-l Samuel1S:22. 

15 Nevertheless, can the God of Israel look upon the ca· 
lamity of his repentant people and fail to be moved to 
pity? Such is the question with which Isaiah ends his pro­
phetic prayer. On behalf of the exiled Jews, he pleads: " In 
the face of these things will you continue keeping your­
self in check, 0 Jehovah? Will you stay stiff arid let us be 
afflicted to the extreme?" (Isaiah 64:12) As the situation 
turns out, Jehovah does indeed fo rgive his people, and In 
537 S.C.E., he brings them back to their land so that they 
can resume pure worship there. Uoel 2:13) Centuries lat­
er, however, Jerusalem and her temple were o nce again 
destroyed, and God's covenant natio n was fi nally re jected 
by him. Why? Because)ehovah's people had drifted away 
from h is commandments and had rejected the Messiah. 
Ooh n 1:11; 3:19, 20) When that happened, jehovah re­
placed Israel with a new nation, a spiritual nation, name­
ly, "the Israel of God."-Galatlans 6:16; 1 Peter 2:9. 

Jehova h , the " Hea re r of Prayer" 

16 Important lessons can be learned fro m what hap­
pened to Israel. We see that j ehovah Is "good and ready 
to forgive." (Psalm 86:5) As imperfect creatures, we de­
pend on his mercy and fo rgiveness to receive salvation. 
No works of ours can help us to earn these blessings. How­
ever,jehovah does not extend forgiveness Indiscriminate­
Iy. Only those who repent of their sins and turn around 
are In line for divine pardon.-Act:s 3: 19. 

15. (a) What plea does Isaiah prophetically make to Jehovah, and 
how Is It answered? (b) What even t~ led up 10 Jehovah's I1nal rejec­
tio n of Israel as a nation? 
16. What does the Bible leach u!gardlng Jehovah's forgl~"eneu1 
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\7 We also leam that Jehovah Is keenly Inrerestt.'d in our 
thoughts and feelings when we express lhem in prayer 
to him. He is the "Hearer of prayer." (Psalm 65:2, 3) The 
apostle Peter assures ·us: "The eyes of Jehovah are upon 
the righteous ones, and his ears are toward their su p­
plication." (1 Peter 3: 12) F\lrther, we learn that a prayer 
of repentance must Include a humble confession of sins. 
(Proverbs 28:13) This does not mean, though, that we can 
presume on God's mercy. The Bible warns Christians "not 
to accept the undeserved kindness of God and miss its 
purpose." -2 Corinthians 6: I. 

18 Finally, we learn lhe purpose of God's patience toward 
his sinful people. The apostle Peter explained that Jeho­
vah is patient "because he does not desire any to be de­
stroyed but desires all to attain to repen tance." (2 Peter 
3:9) Nevertheless, those who persistently abuse God's pa­
tience will eventually be punished. Concern ing this we 
read: "Uehovahj will render to each one according to his 
works: everlasting life to those who arc seeking glory and 
honor and incorruptibleness by endurance in work that is 
good; however, for those who arc contentious and who 
disobey the truth but obey un righteousness there will be 
wrath and anger."-Romans 2:6-8. 

19 This is the way God deah with ancien t Israel. Our re­
lationship with Jehovah today Is governed by the same 
principles because he does not change. While not holding 
back deserved punishmen t, he will always be "Jehovah, a 
God merciful and gratious, slow to anger and abundant 
in loving-kindness and truth, preserving loving-kindness 
fo r thousands, pardoning error and transgression and 
sin ."-Exodus 34:6, 7. 

J 7. 18. (a) How do we know Ihil l Jehovah Is genuInely Interested In 
our thoughtl and feelings? (b) Why does Jehovah eJCe rclse patience 
toward sinful humans? 
19. What unchangeable qUll ll tl~ will Jehovllh always display? 
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"Be Joyful Forever 
in What I Am Creating" 

Isa iah 65 :1 ·25 

WILL we ever see an end to injustices and suffering? 
Over 1,900 years ago, the apostle Peter penned these re­
assu ring words: "There are new heavens and a new earth 
that \A.'e are awaiting according 10 IGod's l promise, and 
in these righteousness is to dwe ll." (2 Peter 3:13) Peter, 
along with many other faithful se.rvants of God through­
out the centuries, looked fo rward to the grand day when 
lawlessness, oppression, and violence wou ld cease and 
righteousness would prevail. Can we be sure that th is 
promise will be fulfilled? 

2 Yes, we can! V\lhen Peter spoke of "new heavens 
and a new earth," he was not introducing a new Idea. 
About 800 years earlier, Jehovah through the prophet 
Isaiah uttered similar words. That earlier promise had a 
small-scale fulfillment in 537 B.C.£'" when the jews were 
released from Babylonish captivity. enabllng them to re­
turn to their homeland. But lsaiah's prophecy Is having a 
gra nd fu lfillment today, and we look forward to an even 
more thrilling fulfillment In God's coming new world. 
Indeed, the heartwarming prophecy given through 

1. What reusurlng words were penned by the apostle Peter, and 
what question arlse~? 
2. Which prophet had spoken of ~ new heavens and a new earth ,~ 
and Ivhat fu lfillments does that ancient prophecy have? 
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Isaiah provides a glimpse o f the bless ings that God has in 
store for those who love him. 

J e hova h Reaches OUI to U a Stubborn People" 

3 Recall that Isaiah 63: 15-64:12 contai ns Isaiah's pro­
phetic prayer on behalf of the jewish exi les in Babylon. 
As Isaiah's words make clear, many jews are not worship­
ing Jehovah whole-souled, but some have repented and 
turned to him. Will Jehovah now restore the nation for 
the sake of that contrite remnant ? We find the answer in 
Isaiah chapter 65. But befo re uttering a promise of deliv­
erance for the few who are faithful, Jehovah describes the 
judgment awaiti ng the many who are wit hout faith. 

4 jehovah has pu t up with persistent rebelliousness on 
the part of his people. The time wUl come, however, 
when he will abandon them to their enemies and kindly 
welcome others into his favor. TIuough Isaiah, Jehovah 
says: " I have let mysel( be searched fo r by those who had 
not asked (or me. f have let myself be found by those who 
had not looked for me. I have said, 'Here I am, here I amI' 
to a nation that was not calling upon my name." (Isa­
iah 65:1) It is a sad commentary on Jehovah's covenant 
people that those of the nations wi ll come to Jehovah 
but stubborn Judah as a whole will refuse to do so. Isaiah 
is not Ule o nly prophet to foretell that God will ultimate­
ly choose a people not previously recogn ized. (Hosea 1: 
10j 2:23) The apostle Paul quoted Isaiah 65:1, 2 from 
the Septuagint to prove that people o f the nations would 
obtain "the righteousness that results from faith" even 
though natural -born Jews refused to do sQ.-Romans 9: 
30i 10:20, 21. 

3. What question Is answered for us III IsaIah chapter 657 
4. (3) In COll tra.sl w!lh his rebelllou) people. who will search for Je­
hovah? (b) How did Ihe apostle I'llul apply Isaiah 65:1. Z? 
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S Jehovah explains why he will allow his own people to 
suffer calamity : "I have spread out my hands all day long 
to a stubborn people, those who are walking in the way 
that is not good, after their thoughts." (Isaiah 65:2) To 
spread out one's hands denotes an invitation or an en· 
treaty. Jehovah has spread out his hands, not just briefly, 
but all day long. His heartfelt desire is that Judah return 
to him. Yet, this stubborn people has failed to respond. 

6 What a heartwarming lesson we learn from Jehovah's 
words! He wants us to draw close to him because he is an 
approachable God. Uames 4:8) These words also show us 
thatJehovah is humble. (Psalm 113:5, 6) After aU, he con­
tinues figuratively to spread out his hands, entreating his 
people to return despite the fact that their stubbornness 
has made him "feel hurt." (Psalm 78:40, 41) Only after 
appealing to them for centuries does he finally abandon 
them to their enemies. Even then, he does not close the 
door on humble individuals among them. 

7 The stubborn Jews have repeatedly provoked Jehovah 
by their disgraceful conduct. Jehovah describes their of­
fensive actions: '7he people made up of those offending 
me right to my face constantly, sacrificing in the gardens 
and making sacrificial smoke upon the bricks, seating 
themselves among the burial places, who also pass the 
night even in the watch huts, eating the flesh of the pig, 
even the broth of foul things being in their vessels; those 
who are saying, 'Keep close to yourself. Do not approach 
me, for I shall certainly convey holiness to you.' These are 
a smoke in my nostrils, a fire burning aJl day long. N (fsa-

5, 6. (a) What earnest desIre has Jehovah manifested, but how have 
hIs people responded? (b) What can we learn from Jehovah's deal­
ings with Judah? 
7, 8. In what ways have Jehovah's stubborn people provoked hIm? 
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iah 65:3-5) These seemingly piouS ones are offendingJe­
hovah 'right to his face'-an expression that may imply 
audacity and disrespect. They make no effort to conceal 
their abominations. Is it 'not especially reprehensible to 
commit sins in the very presence of the One who ought 
to be honored and obeyed? 

8 These self-righteous sinners are, in effect, saying to 
other Jews: 'Keep your distance, for r am holier than you: 
What hypocrisy! These "pious" ones are offering sacri­
fices and burning incense to false deities, which God's 
Law condemns. (Exodus 20:2-6) They are sitting among 
the burial places, which makes them unclean according 
to the Law. (Numbers 19: 14-16) They are eating the flesh 
of the pig, an unclean food.* (Leviticus 11:7) Yet, their re­
ligious activities make them feel holier than other Jews, 
and they want other people to keep away so that these 
will not become sanctified, as it were, or clean, by mere 
association. Nevertheless, that is not at all how the God 
who exacts "exclusive devotion" views matters!-Deu­
teronomy 4:24. 

9 Rather than considering these self-righteous ones to 
be holy, Jehovah says: "These are a smoke in my nostrils." 
The Hebrew word for "nose" or "nostril" is often used 
figuratively for anger. Smoke too is associated with Jeho­
vah's burning anger. (Deuteronomy 29:20) The disgust­
ing idolatry into which his people have fallen has pro­
vokedJehovah's burning anger. 

10 In his justice, Jehovah cannot let these willful sinners 

• Many think th3t these sinners were at the burial places attempting 
to communicate with the de3d. Their eating the flesh of the pig may 
have been connected with Idol worship. 

9. How does Jehovah view the self. rlghteous sinners? 
to. How will Jehovah repay those in Judah for their sins? 
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go unpunished. Isaiah writes: '''Look! It is written before 
me. I shall not keep stiff, but I wifl render a reward; I will 
even render the reward into their own bosom, for their 
own errors and for the errors of their forefathers at the 
some time,' Jehovah has said. 'Because they have made 
sacrificial smoke upon the mountains, and upon the hills 
they have reproached me, I will also measure out their 
wages first of all into their own bosom.' H (Isaiah 65:6, 7) 
By engaging in false worship, these Jews have reproached 
Jehovah. They have made worship of the true God ap­
pear to be no better than that of the nations around 
them. "For their own errors," including idolatry and spir­
itism,Jehovah will recompense them "into their own b0-
som." The expression "bosom" evidently refers to a gath­
ered fold of the upper garment that formed a pouch 
where vendors might pour a measured amount of p ro­
duce. (Luke 6:38) For apostate Jews, the meaning is clear 
- Jehovah will measure out their "reward," or punish­
ment. The God of justice will exact retribution. (Psalm 
79:12; Jeremiah 32;18) Since Jehovah does not change, 
we can be confident that in his due time, he will measure 
out punishment In a similar way on this wicked system 
of things.- Ma\achi 3:6. 

"For the Sake of My Servants" 

II Will Jehovah show mercy to faithful ones among his 
people? Isaiah explains: '7his is what Jehovah has said: 
'In the same way that the new wine is found in the cluster 
and someone has to say. "Do not ruin it, because there 
is a blessing in it," so I shaJI do for the sake of my ser­
vants in order not to bring everybody to ruin . And I will 
bring forth out of Jacob an offspring and out of Judah 

11 . How does Jehovah Indicate that he will s.ave a faithful remnant? 
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the hereditary possessor of my mountains; and my cho­
sen ones must toke possession of it. and my own serwnts 
will reside there. '" (Isaiah 65:8, 9) In comparing his peo­
ple to a cluster of grapes, j ehovah uses an illustration that 
they can readily understand. Grapes are abundant in the 
land, and wine made from grapes is a blessing for man­
kind. (Psalm 104:15) The Image presented may be that 
of a cluster o n which some, but not all, of the grapes are 
good. Or the idea may be that one duster Is good, while 
other clusters are unripe or rotten. In either case, the 
vinedresser will not destroy good grapes. Jehovah thus re­
assures his people that he will not utterly destroy the na­
tion but will spare a faithful remnant. He states that this 
favored remnant will possess his "m ountains," that is, Je­
rusalem and the land of Judah, the hilly country that Je­
hovah claimed as his own. 

12 What blessings await this faithful remnant? Jeho­
vah explains: "Sharon must become a posture ground for 
sheep and the low plain of Achor a resting-place for cot­
tle, for my people who will have looked for me." (Isaiah 
65:70) Flocks play an important role in the lives o f many 
j ews, and abundant grazing land helps to create prosper­
ity during times of peace. Jehovah refers to two extremi­
ties o f the land in o rder to paint a picture of peace and 
prosperity. To the west the Plain of Sharon, noted for its 
beauty and fertility, stretches along the Mediterranean 
Coast. The Valley of Achor forms part of the northeast­
ern boundary of the land. Uoshua 15:7) During the com­
ing exJle, these areas will lie waste, along with the rest of 
the land. jehovah promises, however, that after the ex­
iJe they will become beautiful pasture grounds fo r the re­
turning remnant.-Isalah 35:2; Hosea 2:15. 

12. What blessings await the faithful remnant? 
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Trusting in "the God of Good luck" 

13 Isaiah's prophecy now turns back to those who have 
left Jehovah and have persisted in Idolatry. It says: "'You 
men are those leaving Jehovah, those forgetting my holy 
mountain, those setting in order a table for the god of 
Good Luck and those filling up mixed wine for the god 
of Destiny." (Isaiah 65:11) By setting a table of food and 
drink before "the god of Good Luck" and "the god of 
Destiny," these backsliding Jews have fallen into the idol­
atrous practices of the heathen nations.· What will be· 
come of any who naively trust in these gods? 

14 Jehovah forthrightly warns them: "I will destine you 
men to the sword, and you will all of you bow down to be­
ing slaughtered; for the reason that I called, but you did 
not answer; I spoke, but you did not listen; and you kept 
doing what was bad in my eyes, and the thing in which I 
took no delight you chose." (Isaiah 65:12) With a pun o n 
the name of the god of Destiny in the original Hebrew, 
Jehovah says that those who are worshiping this fa lse de· 
ity will be 'destined to the sword,' that is, to destructio n. 
Jehovah has repeatedly called these men to repentance 
by means of his prophets, but they have ignored him and 
have stubbornly chosen to do what they know is bad In 
his eyes. What contempt they show for Godl In ful fi ll· 
ment of God's warning, the nation will suffer a great ca· 

• Commenting on this verse, Bible translator jerome (born in the 
fourlh century G.E.) tells of an andent custom observed by Idolaters 
on the lasl day of the final month of their rear. lie wlote: "They 
would spread a table covered with \'arlous kinds of foods and n cup 
mixed with sweet wine to ensure good luck for tht ftrtJll ly of ei ther 
the past or the coming year: 

13, 14. What practice'S show that God's people han' lefl him, and 
what wJII happen to them as a lesult? 
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tastrophe In 607 B.G. !:.. when Jehovah aHows the Babylo· 
mans to destroy JerllS<llem and her temple. At that time 
"the god of Good Luck" will fail {Q protecl its devotees in 
Judah and Jerusalem.-2 Chronicles 36:17. 

IS Today true Christians heed the warn ing found at Isa­
iah 65: 11, 12. They do nol believe In "Good Luck," as if it 
were some kind of supernatural force able to bestow fa­
vors. Refusing to squander their material possessions in 
trying to appease "the god of Good Luck," they avoid all 
forms o f gambling. They are convinced that those de­
voling themselves to this god will eventually lose every­
thing, for to such ones Jehovah says: itT will destine you 
men to the sword .N 

"Look! M y Own Servants Will Rejoice" 

16 [n reproving those who have abandoned Jehovah, 
the prophecy describes the contr.lsting portions awaiting 
those who sIncerely worship God and those who do so 
hypocri t ically: 'This Is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah 
lias sold: 'Look! My own servants will eat, but you your­
selves will go hungry. Lookl My own servants wiff drink, 
but you yourselves will go thirsty. Lookl My own servants 
will rejoice, but you yourselves will suffer shame. Look! 
My own servants will cry out joyfully because of the good 
condition of the heart. but you yourselves will make out­
cries because of tile pain of 'Iearl and you will howl be­
cause of sheer breakdown of spirit '''' (Isaiah 65:13, 14) 
Jehovah wi ll bless his faith ful servants. With hearts over­
nowi ng with joy, lhey will break out in shouting. Eating, 
drInking, and rejoicing are terms signifying that Jehovah 

IS. In what way do trut Christians today heed the warning found at 
l5alah 65:1 1, 127 
16. In what ways wtu Jthovah bless his faithful servants, but what 
will he nue of thost who havt forsaken him? 
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wlll abundantly satisfy the needs of his worshipers. In 
contrast, those who have chosen to forsake Jehovah wiU 
hunger and thirst spiritually. Their needs will not be satis­
fied. lbey will cry o ut and howl because of the anguish 
and distress that will come upon them. 

17 Jehovah's words well describe the spiritual condition 
tOday of those who merely dalm to serve God. While 
Christendom's millions suffer breakdown of spirit, how­
ever, Jehovah's worshipers cry out joyfully. And they have 
good reason to rejoice. They are well fed spiritually, Je­
hovah provides them with an abundant supply o f spi ri­
tual food through Bible-based publications and Christian 
gatherings. Truly, the upbuilding truths and the comfo rt­
ing promises of God's Word give us a "good condition of 
the heart" ! 

18 Jehovah continues to address those who have forsak­
en him: "You men will certainly fay up your nome for on 
oath by my chosen ones, and the Sovereign Lord Jehovah 
will actually put you individually to deat" , but his own ser­
vants he will call by another name; so that anyone ble5s­
ing himself in !he earth will bless himself by tile God of 
faith, and anyone making a sworn statement In the earth 
will swear by the God of faith; because the former distress­
es will actually be forgotten and because they will actually 
be concealed from my eyes. N ( Isaiah 65: 15, 16) AU that 
will remain of those who have forsaken Jehovah is their 
name, which will be used on ly In an oath, o r a curse. This 
may mean that those who wish to bind themselves In a 
solemn manner by an oath will, In cff(,.·<.:t, say: 'If I do not 
fu lfill this promise, let me experien ce the punishment 

17. Why do God's people today have good reason (0 Cr)' ou t lo),fully? 
18. What will remain of those who have foruken Jehovah, and what 
may be suggestt."Cl by the use of their name In an 0:IIh1 
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that those apostates received.' It may even mean that their 
name will be used Illustratively, like Sodom and Gomor­
rah, as a symbol o f God's punishment o f the wicked. 

19 How d ifferent the lot o f God's own servants will be! 
They will be calJed by another nam e. That signifies the 
blessed conditio n and ho nor they wUI enjoy back In their 
ho meland. They will nOl seek a blessi ng rro m any false 
god or swear by any lifeless Ido l. Instead, when they bless 
themselves o r swear an oalh, they will do so by the God 
of faithfulness. (Isaiah 65:16, footnote) The Inhabitants o f 
the land wUl have reason for complete confidence in God, 
for he will have proved himself to be true to his promis­
es.- Safe in their homeland, the Jews will soon forget the 
former distresses. 

"I Am Creating New Heavens and a New Earth" 

20 Jehovah now expands o n h is promise to restore a re­
pentant remnant after thei r retu rn from exile In Bab­
ylon. Through Isaiah, Jehovah says: "Here I am creating 
new heavens and a new earth,· and the former things will 
not be called to mind, neither will they come up into the 
heart" (Isaiah 65:17) Jehovah's proml.se of restoration 
is certain to be rulfilled, so he speaks of that ruture res­
toration as If it were already taking place. ThJs proph­
ecy was initially fu lfilled in 537 B.CE. when the Jewish 

• According [() isaiah 65:16 In the liebrew Masorellc text, Jehovah Is 
~the God of Amen.- "Amen- means -50 be II/ Ot -,utely,- and b an 
affirmation o r guarantee thlU something Is true or Is bound 10 come 
true. By carrying out all t hDt he promises. Jehovah Jhows that what 
he says Is true. 

19. How will God·,servllnts be clI lled byanOl hername, Ind why will 
they ha\'e confldence In the God of fal thfu lness1 (See 1 1$0 footnOle.) 
ZOo How was Jehovah's promlJe o f - new heavens and I new earth­
fulfilled In 537 D.C.E.1 
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remna nt was restored tO Jerusalem. What constituted the 
"new heavens- at that time? TIle governorship of Zerulr 
babel supported by High PrlestJosh u3 and centered at Je­
rusa lem. The restored Jewish relllnant made up " 3 new 
earth, H a cleansed society that submitted to such ruler­
ship and helped to reestablish pu re worshlj> in the lan d. 
(Ezra 5:1, 2) The joy of that restoration eclipsed a ll previ­
ous suffering; the former d istressC$ were not even called 
to mind.-Psalm 126:1, 2. 

21 Recall, however, that Peter echoed Isaiah's prophecy 
and showed that it had a future fulfi ll men L. The apostle 
wrote: '1 'he re are new heavens and a new earth that we 
arc awaiting according to h is promise, and in these righ­
teousness is to dwell," (2 Peter 3:13) In 1914 the long­
awaited new heavens came into existence. The Messianic 
Kingdom born in thai year rules (rom heaven itself, an d 
Jehovah has given it authority over aU the earth. (psalm 
2:6-8) This Kingdom government, under Christ and h is 
144,000 corulers, is the new Ileavens.-ltevelatlon 14: l. 

22 What of the new earth? fo llowing the pattern of the 
anciem ful fillmen t, the new eart h will be made up of 
people who gladly submit to the ruJersh lp of the new 
heavenly government. Even now, millions of rightly dis­
posed individuals subject themselves to this government 
and strive to follow its laws as found In the Bible. These 
o nes come from all nationali ties, languages, and races, 
and they work together to serve the reigning King Je­
sus Christ. (Micah 4: 1-4) After the passing of the present 
wicked system of things, th is group will form the nudeus 
of a new earth that will eventually be a glotJe.end rcling 

21. Wh at new hea\'~ns canlC~ Inlo exlsl~ntt In 1914? 
22. Who will ma~ up the !Iew earth, and how are people being pre­
I)ared even now to become the nucleu_' of Ihot orrangement7 
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society o f God·fearing humans who Inherit the earthly 
rea lm of God's Kingdom.-Matthew 25:34, 

2J The book o f Revelation describes a vision the apostle 
John saw of the coming day of Jehovah, when th is sys~ 
tem of things will be removed. After that, Satan will be 
abyssed, (Revelation 19:11-20:3) Following that descrip­
tion, Jo hn echoes the prophetic \vords of ISc1iah, writing: 
" I saw a nC\v heaven and a new earth.H The subsequent 
verses of the account of this glorious vision teU of the 
time when Jehovah God will radicaJlychange conditions 
on this earth for the better, (Revelation 21:1, 3-5) Clearly, 
Isaiah's promise of "new heavens and a new earth" will 
have a wonderful fulfillment In God's new worldl Un­
der the new governmental heavens, a new earthly soci· 
ety will enjoy a paradise that is both spiri tual and physi­
cal, Comfo rting indeed is the promise that "th e former 
things [sicknesses, suffering, and the many other woes 
humans face] will not be called to mind, neither will 
they come up into the heart." Whatever we may remem­
ber at that time will not cause us the deep hurt, or pain, 
that now burdens the hearts of many. 

24 Isaiah 's prophecy continues: "Exult. you people, and 
be joyful forever in what I am creating. For here I am 
creating Jerusalem a cause for joyfulness and her people 
a cause for exultation. And I wllf be joyful In Jerusalem 
and exult in my people,' and no more will there be heard 
In her the sound of weeping or the sound of a plain­
tive cry," (Jsaioh 65:18, 19) Not oilly wiU the Jews rejoice 

23. Whlllinformation do we find in the book of RI!VI!)lltlon concern· 
Ing oft new heaven and a new earth,· lind how wUl this prophecy be 
fulftlled1 
24. Why wtll Jehov~h reloice over the restoration of Jerusalem, and 
what will no longer be h(,3rd In the streets o( that city? 
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over being restored to their homeland but God himself 
wW rejoice, for he will make jerusalem beau Uful-once 
again the center of true worship in the earth. The sound 
o r weepi ng over calamity, which was heard in the streets 
or that dty decades earlier, w ill be heard no more. 

25 Today, too, jehovah makes jerusa lem "a cause for joy­
fulness." How? As we have already seen, the new heav­
ens that came into existence in 1914 will eventually In­
clude 144,000 corulers, who have a share In the heavenly 
government. These are prophetically described as "New 
jerusa lem .~ (Revelation 21 :2) It Is with regard to New je­
rusalem that God says: "Here I am creati ng jerusalem a 
cause for joyfulness and her people a cause for exulta­
tion.H New jerusalem will be used by God to shower un­
told blessings on obedient mankJnd. No more will be 
heard the sound of weeping or a plaintive cry, for jeho­
vah will satisfy "the requests of [ourl heart."-Psalm 37: 
3, 4. 

26 Truly, there is every reason for us today to exult! 
Soon j ehovah will sanctify his illustrious name by de­
stroying all opposers. (Psalm 83:17, 18) Then the new 
heavens will be in complete control. What wonderful 
reasons these are to exult and be joyful foreve r In what 
God is creating! 

The Pro mise of a Secure Futu.re 

27 In the first fulfil lmen t, what Is li fe to be like fo r re­
turning jews under the new heavens? j ehovah says: "No 

2S, 26. (a) In our day, how does Jehovah make Jerusalem "a cause 
for loyfulness"? (b) How wtll Jehovah use New Jerusalem, and why 
can we today exult? 
27. In Ivhat way does Isaiah describe the stcurl ty that Ihe returnIng 
Jew3 will enloy in thei r homeland? 



OBI' Joy{lll Fan lorr III WllU t I Am Crtflt /tI," '" 
more will there come to be a luclding a few days old 
from that place, neither an old man that does not fulfill 
his days; for one will die as a mere boy, although a hun­
dred years of age; and as fOr the sinner, although a hun­
dred years of age lie will have evil colJed down upon 
him. M (Isaiah 65:20) What a beautiful picture of the secu­
rity that the retu rning ex iles wil l cnloy In their restored 
homeland! Untimely death will not cla im a newborn, 
who is but a few days o ld , Neit her will such a death take 
an older man who has not yet lived out a full life span," 
How reassuring Isaiah 's words arc to the Jews who will 
return to Judah! Safe In their land, they need not worry 
that enemies will carry off their babes o r slaughter their 
men. 

28 Wha t do Jehovah's words te ll u s about Ufe in the 
coming new world? Under God's Kingdom, every child 
wm have the prospect o f a secure futu re. Never will death 
claim a God-fea ring man In his prl me. On the contrary, 
obedIent mankind will be safe, secure, able to enloy life, 
What of any who choose to rebel against God? Such ones 
wiU tose the privi lege of life. Even If the rebellious sinner 
is "a hundred years o f age," he will die. In such a case, he 
wiH be "a mere boy" compared to what he could have be­
come-a man with endless life. 

29 Jebovah continues his descriptio n of the conditions 

• TIlt /cnJ$11I1!1II Bible tenders !salah 65:20: - No mOil! will be found 
the Infant Uvlns a few day, o nly, or t hl:: Old man not \lvlng to the end 
of his days." 

28. What do ,",'e learn fro m Jehovah's words about li fe In the new 
world und('r his KIngdo m? 
29. (II) God's obedient t>eopie will ha\lt what 1000s In the restored 
land of Judah? (h) Why are tm!S a flll1n8 !\!unnllioll of longevi ty? 
(See footnote,) 
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that wiIJ prevail in the restored land o f Juda h: "They will 
certainly build houses and have occupancy; and tiler will 
certainly plant vineyards and eot their fruitage. They will 
not build and someone else hove occupancy,' they will not 
plont and someone else do the eating. For like the days 
of a tree will the days of my people be; and the work 
of their own hands my chosen ones will use to the tuff." 
(Isaiah 65:21, 22) Arter returning to the desolate and no 
doubt houseless and vinelcss land of)udah, God's obedi­
ent people will have the joyo! livi ng in their own ho mes 
and of eating the fruitage of their own vineyards. God 
will bless their work, and they will have long lives-li ke 
the days of a tree-in which to enjoy the fruits of their 
labors," 

30 In our day, there has been a fu lfillment of this proph­
ecy. Jehovah's people came forth from spiri tual exile In 
1919 and began restoring thei r "land," or realm of activ­
ity and worship. They built congregations and cu lti v\lt­
cd spiritual fruitfu lness. As a result, even now Jehovah's 
people enjoy a spiritual paradise and God-given peace. 
We can be sure that such peace will conlinue Into 
the physical Paradise. We cannot even begi n to Imag­
Ine what Jehovah will accomplish with the willing hearts 
and hands of his worshipers in the new world. What a 
joy it will be to build your own home and then to live 
in it ! Under Kingdom rule, there will be no shortage or 
satisfying work. How rewarding it will be always to "see 

• Trees art a fitting lIIuSlratlon of lonse\ity, for Ihey lire am()ng [he 
mosl enduring IM ng Ih lngs known. For example, an olive tll'l.' pro­
duces fruit for hundreds ()r},ears and ma)'II \"e up 10 a Ihousand yeU$. 

30. w hal happy situation do Jehovah's scrvanls ellloy today, and 
whae w[[[ t hey cnil))' In Ihe new lV()rld? 
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good" ro r the frui ts of your own labors! (Ecclesiastes 3: 
13) Will we have ample ti me to enjoy to the full the work 
of ou r hands? Yes, Indeed! '111C unendJ ng lives of faithful 
humans will be "like the·days of a tree"- tl,oLlsa"ds o f 
yenrs, and more! 

31 Jehovah describes more blessings that await the re­
turning exiles: '7hey will not toif for nothing, nor wiff they 
bring to birth (or disturbance; because they ore the off­
spring made up o( the blessed ones of Jehovah. and their 
descendants with them!' (Isaiah 65:23) Those restored 
Jews will be b lessed by JehOVah, so they wUl not la­
bor In vain . l'<trenls will not bring fo rth children merely 
for Lhese to suffer an early death. The former exiles will 
not be alone In enjoying the blessi ngs of the restoration; 
thei r offspring will be with them. So eager is GOO to ful ­
fi ll his people's needs that he promises: " It wiff actually 
occur tllOt before tlley callout I myself sllal1 answer; while 
riley are yet speaking. I myself shall hear. if' - Isaiah 65:24. 

32 l'low wil l Jehovah flllflil these promises In the com­
Ing new world? We wi ll have to wait and see. Jehovah 
has not provided aU the details, but we can be sure that 
fait hful h umans w ill never again "toU fo r nothing." The 
great crowd o f Armageddon survivors and any children 
who may be born to them will have the prospect of a 
very long and satisfyi ng li fc-everlastin g life! Those who 
come back In the resurrection and who choose to live in 
harmony with GOO's standards will also find joy in the 
new world. Jehovah will hear and respond to their needs, 
even antldpatlng them. indeed. Jehovah will open his 
hand and satisfy the proper "desire of every living thing." 
- Psalm 145: 16. 

31, J Z. (II) Whit bluslng~ will the rt turnlng exiles enloy? (b) In the 
new world, wh;lt I)rospect will falJhful humans have? 



:188 ISI/IA/r's Propllu),- LIJhf (Of All Unllk/ ,ul J/ 

33 How far- reaching \'/ill Lhe promised peace and secu­
rity be? jehovah concludes thls portion of the prophe­
cy: .. 'The wolf and the lamb themselves will feed as one, 
and the lion will eat straw Just like the bull; and as far 
tile serpent, his food wiff be dust. They wiff da na harm 
nor cause any ruin in all my holy mountain,' Jehovoh has 
said." (Isaiah 65:25) When the faith fu l jc .... ish remnant 
return to their homeland, they will be under jehovah's 
care. A lion will, in effect. eat straw like a bull, for the lion 
will do no harm to the jt\vs or thei r domestic animals. 
This promise is sure, for it concludes wi th the ""lords, "je_ 
hovah has said." And his word always com es true!-Isalah 
55:10, 11. 

34 Jehovah's \'turds arc finding a thrilling fulfillment 
among true .... :orshipcrs today. Since 1919, God has 
blessed the spi.ritualland of his people, transforming it 
into a spiritual paradise. Those coming into this spiritual 
paradise make remarkable changes in thei r lives. (Ephe­
sians 4:22-24) With the help o f God's spirit', individ­
uals who at one time had beastl ike personalltle.<;-who 
perhaps exploited or ot herwise victimized their fe llow­
man- make progress In taming undesirable tra its. As a re­
sult, they en joy peace and un ity of worshi p with fellow 
believers. The blessings now enjoyed by j ehovah 's people 
In their spiritual paradise will extend into the physical 
Paradise, where the peace prevai ling among humans wtll 
be matched by peace with the animals. We can be su re 
that in God's due time, his o riginal commission to man­
kind will be properly carried out: "Sulxluc (the earth), 
and have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying 

33. When t hel~ rerum to their homebml,ln what sense will the 
anlmall be at peace? 
34. \\'hat thrilling fulfillmen t do Jehovah's words have today and In 
the new world? 



"R ~ JOY(1l1 J.'Ortvtr ' ,1 Wililt I Am C'flltins · 3" 
creatu res o f the he,lvcns and every living creature that is 
moving upon the eart h."-Genesis J :28. 

35 How gratefu l we are (or jehovah's promise to create 
"new heavens and a new earth"! That promise had a fuJ­
fl ll ment in 537 B.C.E. and Is having a fu rther fu lfillment 
today. These two ful fi ll ments point the way to a glorious 
fu lure for obedient mankind. jehovah has kindly given 
us, through Isaiah's prophecy, a glimpse o( what he has 
In store for those who love him. Truly. we have every rea­
son 10 heed jehovah's \vords: "'Be joyful (orever In what I 
am creatlng"'-Isalah 65: 18. 

35, Why do we hove eycry reason 10 "be jO)'fu l forever"1 

III God's new world, we wJlf have ample time 
to ell/or the work of our hands 



CHAPTER TWENTY·SEVEN 

Jehovah Blesses Pure Worship 

isaiah 66:1·14 

IN THE final chapter of Isaiah, some o f the major 
themes of this prophetic book are broughllo a resound­
Ing climax, and a number of important q uestions are 
answered. Among the themes that are highlighted are 
j ehovah's loftiness, his hatred for hypocrisy, his determi­
nation to punish the wicked, and his love and concern 
(or the faithful. Moreover, the following questions are 
answered: What distinguishes true \\'Ol"$hlp from false? 
How can we be sure that jehovah will brin g retribution 
upon hypocrites who pretend to be holy while oppress­
Ing God's people? And how will jehovah bless those 
who remain faithful to h im? 

The Key to Pure Worship 

2 To begin with, the prophecy emphasizes j ehovah's 
grandeur: "This is what Jehovah has said: the heavens 
are my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where, 
then, is the house that you people can build (or me, and 
where, then, is the place as a resting-place for me?'" 
(Isaiah 66:7) Some believe th at the prophet is discour­
aging the Jews from rebuilding the temple to jehovah 
when the nation is restored to its homeland. Not so; je­
hovah hJmself will command that the temple be rebuilt. 

1. What theme$ are hl8hl!8hted In the final chapter or isaiah, and 
what questions are answered? 
2. What pronouncement dot's Jehovah make conct! rnlng his gran· 
deur, and what does this pronouncemenc not Imply? 
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(Ezra 1:1-6; Isaiah 60: 13; Haggai 1:7,8) What, then , does 
this passage mean? 

3 First, we might consider why the eart h is described 
as Jehovah's Ufootslool." This Is not <I derogatory term. 
Among all the billions o f celesliaJ bodies in the uni­
verse, the earth alone is given thiS special designation . 
Our planet will stand forever as unique, for it is here 
that Jehovah's only-begotten Son paid the ransom , and 
it is here that Jehovah will vi ndicate his sovereignty by 
means of the Messianic Kingdom. How fl ttlng that the 
earth be called Jehovah's footstoo l! A king might use 
such a stool fo r ascending to his lofty throne and there­
after as a resting-place fo r his {eet. 

4 Of cou rse, a king v,lou ld not reside upon his footstool, 
nor does Jehovah reside upon th is earth . Why, even the 
vast physical heavens cannot contain him! Far less so 
could any mere building a ll the carUl accommodate Je­
hovah so as to serve literally CIS a house for h I rn. (1 Kings 
8:27) Jehovah 's thron e ,md his resti ng-place are locat­
ed in the spirit realm, which Is the sense o f the expres­
sion "the heavens" as used at Isaiah 66: l. The next verse 
drives the point ho me: "'Now aI/these things my own 
hand has mode, so lhal aI/these come to be,' is the utter­
ance of Jehovah." (Isaiah 66:20) Picture Jehovah mak­
ing a sweeping gesture as he po ints out Nail these thingsn 
-everything in heaven and o n earth . (Isaiah 40:26; Rev­
e1ation 10:6) As th e Grand Creato r of all the universe, he 
deserves to have mo re than a mere building devoted to 

3. Why Is It fi tting that the e~rth Is described as Jehovah's "foot­
s t ool~? 

4. (a) Why Is It Impossible for any building on earth to be a res tlng­
pla(e for Jehovah God? (b) What Ii mt anl by t lie phrase "allth~ 
th ings,· and what must we conclude aboul worshlp of Jehovah? 
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him. He deserves more than merely an outward fo rm of 
worship. 

S What kind of worship Is fitting for the Universal Sov­
ereign? He himself tells us: "To this one, then, I shall 
look, to the one afflicted and contrite in spirit and trem­
bling at my word. N (Isaiah 66:2b) Yes, essen tial to pure 
worship is a right heart attitude o n the part o f the wor­
sh iper. (Revelation 4: 11) The worshiper of Jehovah must 
be "afflicted and contrite in spirit." Does this mean 
that Jehovah wants us to be unhappy? No, he Is "the 
happy God," and he wan ts his wors hipers to be loyful as 
well. (1 Timothy 1:11 ; Phlllppialls 4:4) However, all o f 
us si n frequently, and we m ust not take o ur sins lightly. 
We ought to be "afflicted" by them, saddened that we 
mJss the m ark of Jehovah's righteous standards. (I>salm 
51:17) We need to show that we are "contTite In spirit" 
by repenting, fighting against o ur sinfu l tendencies, and 
praying to Jehovah fo r forglveness.-Luke 11 :4; 1. John 1: 
8-10. 

6 In addition, Jehovah looks to those ' trembling at his 
word.' Does this mean that he wants us to quake with 
fear whenever we read his pronouncements? No, rath­
er, he wants us to viel.v what he says with awe and rever­
ence. We sincerely seek his counsel, using It fo r guidance 
in all the affairs of li fe. (Psalm 119:105) We may 'trem­
ble,' too, in the sense that we fear the very tho ugh t of 
disobeying God, of polluting his truth with hu man tra­
ditions, arof treating it lig htly. Such a humble atti tude is 
essential to pure worship-but, sadly, It is a rarity In to­
day's worJd. 

s . How do we show that we are "affilcted and contr ite In splrlt"1 
6. In what sense should lrue wonhlpen ' tremble at God's word'? 
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Je h ovah Hates Hypocriti cal Worship 

7 As Isaiah contemplates his contemporaries, he is well 
aware that few have the disposi tion that Jehovah seeks 
in his worshipers. For lhis reason, apostate Jerusalem 
deserves her Impending ludgment. Note how Jehovah 
views worship taking p lace In her: "The one slaughter­
ing the bull is as one striking down a man. The one sac­
rificing the sheep Is as one breaking the neck of a dog. 
The one offering up a gift- the blood of a pig! The one 
presenting a memorial of frankincense is as one saying a 
blessing with uncanny words. They are also the ones 
that have chosen their own wa;'l, and In their disgusting 
things their very soul has take" a delight If-Isaiah 66:3. 

8 These words remind us of Jehovah's words recorded 
in the fust chapter of 15<1Iah. Jehovah there to ld his way­
ward people that their formal acts o f worship not only 
failed to please him but actually caused his righteous an­
ger to intensify because the worshipers were hypocriti· 
cal. (Isaiah 1:11·17) Similarly, Jehovah now likens their 
offerings to heinous crimes. TheIr sacriftdng a costly 
bull would no more appease Jehovah than would their 
murdering a human ! Other sacrifices are likened to the 
offering up of a dog or a pig, arumals that are unclean 
under the Mosaic L1W and certainly unfit for sacrifice. 
(Levitirus 11 :7, 27) Does Jehovah allow such religious 
hypocrisy to go unpunished? 

9 Jehovah now says: " I myself, in tum, shall choose 
ways of III-treating them; and the things frightful to them 

7, 8. How does Jehovah vIew formal worshIp by religIous hypo­
crItes? 
9. How have mOSI Jews fespond~ to remInders from Jehovah 
through IsaIah, and what will be t.he IneVitable resull? 



lm /all 's I'mplli'C)'-Lls l,t lo r A /I /lfllnk lnd 1/ 

J sholl bring upon themi for tire reoson that J called, 
but there was no one answering; I spoke, but there were 
none tllOt listened; and they kept on doing wllat was 
bod in my eyes, and the thing in which I took no delight 
they chose, n (Isaiah 66:4) iScliah is no doubt able to utter 
thl'SC ~ .. 'ords with heartfelt conviction. I:or many years he 
has been Jehovah's instrumen t', 'ca lling' ;mel 'speaking' 
to Hi s l)Cople. The prophet knows all too well thill, by 
<mel large, 110 one has bt'Cl1 listening. Because Ihey have 
kept on doIng bad, retribution is inevitable. Jehovah 
wlilinelccd choose their pun ishmen t and bring frightful 
events upon his apostate people, 

10 Modecn-day Christendom has Similarly pracLiced 
lhings in which)ehovah takes no deligh t. Ido latry nour­
ishes In her chu rches. unscrlplural philosophies and tra· 
ditions are exalted from her pUlpits, and the quest 
for political power has led her ever deeper into a splr­
Ilually adulterous relationship with the IlilU ons of the 
wo rlel, (Mark 7:13; Revelation 18:4, :;, 9) As was the case 
with ancient Jerusalem, Christendom's just retributIon 
- ti "frightfu l" thing- is coming inexorably upon her. 
Among the m1sons for her certain punishment Is the 
way she has treated God 's people, 

II Isaiah continues: "Hear the word of Jehovah, you 
men who ore trembling at his word,· 'Your brotllers that 
are hating you, that are excludillg you by reason of my 
nome, said, "May Jehovah be glorifiedl " He must also 
appear with rejoicing on your part, and tfley are the ones 

10. Wb;!! do Jt!hovah's de~lings with Judah tellu \ ahout his view of 
Ch rl.\tendom? 
i i, (a) Wh at ~dds to the sin of the apo~t1ite~ III b alol\ ') day? (Ill In 
whnt scnse do I.~alah's oontemporar lCi c)(cludc faith ful onM 'hy rea· 
.son of God's name'? 
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thot will be put to shome,'" (/soloh 66:5) lsa i,lh 's "broth­
ers ..... h is own countrymen. bear the God-given responsi­
bilityof represcntingjehovah God and submitting to h is 
sovereignty. Thei r si n In faili ng to do so Is grave Indeed. 
Bul what adds to their sin is Ihal Uu.'}' hale men who are 
faith fu l and humble. such as Isaiah. These apOslates hate 
and exclude the faithful because these rcp rcsentjehovah 
God truthfully. In that sense the excl usion Is made 'by 
reaso n o f God 's name.' At the sa rne time, these fa lse ser­
vants o f jehovah clai m to represen t h im, pio usly using 
such religious-sounding phrases as "May j ehovah be glo­
rlfied J"· 

12 The hatred that fa lse religion has for adheren ts of 

• Today many in ChrIstendom rr!:flls~ 10 useJehOVolh's personal name, 
e\-'e.n removing II from numerous Bible Inllslallons. Some deride 
God's peopl~ for using his personlll name. Vel , many o f these Indi­
viduals make pious use of Ihe expr'C$)lon "H:llldulllh: which means 
"Pra ise Jail ." 

12. What are SOnll' ('xamph.'s of p-e rsecutlOrl of fal lhfu l s~rV8lltli or 
Jehovah by rellg!ous h)'POCTltC5? 

"All th~s~ things my own hand has mad~" 
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pure worship is nothing new. It Is a further fuJ· 
filhnent of the prophecy al Genesis 3: 15. which fore· 
told long-stand ing enmity between Satan's seed and the 
Seed of God's woman. Jesus told his anointed follow­
ers In the first century that they too wou ld suffer at the 
hands of their fellow countrymen-exclusion from the 
synagogues and persecution even to the point of death. 
(John 16:2) And what of modern times? AI the begin­
ning of "the last days,N God's people saw that simila r 
persecution lay ahead. (2 Timothy :3: 1) Back in 1914, Ti,e 
Warch Tower quoted Isaiah 66:5. no ting: "Nearly all the 
persecutions that bave come to God's people have come 
from professed Christians." The 5.:1me article also 5..id: 
"We do not know but that they may go to the extreme 
in o ur day-to kill socially, to kill ecclesiastically, perhaps 
to kill physically." How true those words turned ou t to 
be! Not long after they were published, clere.'Y-i nsUgated 
persecution reached a fever pitch during World War I. 
But Christendom was put to shame, lust as foretold. 
How? 

A Swift and Sudden Hcsto rati o n 

13 Isaiah prophesies: "There is a sound of uproar out of 
the city, a sound out of the temple! It is the sound of Je­
hovah repaying whot is deserved to his enemies. " (ISa­
iah 66:6) In the original fuUiUment o f these words, "the 
dty" is Jerusalem, where Jehovah's temple Is located. 
The "sound of uproar" implies the tumult of war, which 
Is heard in the city when the invading Uabylonlan ar­
mies assault it in 607 B.C.E. What, though, about the 
modern-day fulfillment? 

13. In the orIginal fulfillment, what b the ~50und of uproar out of 
the dty~? 
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14 These wo rds In Isaiah harmonJze with two other pro­
phetic utterances, the o ne recorded at Ezekiel 43:4, 6-9 
and the other at Malachi 3: 1-5. Both Ezekiel and Mala­
chi foretell a time when Jehovah God comes to his tem­
ple. Malachi's prophecy shows thatjehovah comes to in­
spect his house o f pure worship and to Jet as a Refiner, 
rejecti ng those who misrepresent him. Ezekiel's vision 
depicts Jehovah as entering the temple and demanding 
that aU traces o f immorality and Ido latry be removed.­
In the modern-day fulfilhnent o f these prophecies, there 
was an important spiritual development In 1918 in con­
nection with Jehov.lh's worship. Jehovah and Jesus evi­
dently made an Inspect ion o f all o f those claiming to 
represent pure wonhip. That Inspection led to the final 
casting o ff of corrupt Christendo m . Fo r Christ's anoint­
ed followers, the Inspect ion meant a brief period o f re­
finement fo llowed by a swift spiritual restoratio n in 
1919.-1 Peter 4:17. 

IS This restoration Is aptly pictured In the following 
verses of Isaiah: "Before she began to come Into labor 
pains she gave bIrth. Before bIrth pangs could come to 
her. she even gave deliverance to a mole child. Who has 
heard of a thing like this? Who hos seen things like these? 
Will a land be brought forth with lobar pains in one day? 
Or will a nalion be born at one time? For lion has come 

• The expression "the carc3»e~ o f t heir kings,· used at Eze.kl('J 43:7, 9. 
refers to Idol~. Jerusalem's rtbelllous leade.rs /lnll pt!Ople hild pol1 ut­
ed God's temple wit h Idols and, In effect, had IlIade kings o f t hem. 

14. (a) What did Malach i fo rettl1 about Jehovah's coming to His 
temple? (b) According to Ezekiel's prophecy, whllt re~uhed when Je· 
hovah came. to his temple? (c) When did Jehovah llnd Jesus Inspect 
t he spiritu al temple, and how werc those clalmlnll 10 rtpresenl pure 
wonh lp affected? 
IS. What birth Is foretold, aud how Is this fulfilled In 537 S.C.E.? 
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into labor pains as well as given birth to her sons. '" (isa­
Iah 66:7, 8) For the exiled Jews In Babylon, these words 
flOd a thrilling first fulfillment. Zion, or Jerusalem, Is 
again pictured as a woman giving birth, but what an un­
uSLIal b irth ! It is so swift, so sudden, that It happens be­
fore birth pangs can begin! This is an apt picture. The re­
birth of God's people as a distinct nation In 537 D.CE. 
Is so swift and sudden that it seems miraculous. Why, 
from the time that Cyrus frees theJews from OIptlvlty to 
the time that a faithfu l remnant are back In their ho me­
land Is merely a matter of months! Wha t a contrast to 
the events leading up to the o riginal birth of the na tio n 
of Israel! In 537 B.C.E., there is no need to petition a re­
sistant monarch for freedom, no need to nee from a hos­
tile army, no need to sojourn for 40 years In the wilder· 
ness, 

16 1n the modern·day fulfillment, Zion representsjeho-­
vah's heavenly "woman," his heavenly organlz.ation of 
spirit beings. In 1919 this "woman" rejoiced to see the 
birth of her anointed sons on earth as an organized pe<r 
pic, "a nation." That rebirth was swift and sudden.-- In 
just a matter of months, the anointed as a group went 
from a state of deathlike Inactivity to one or Vibrant, ac· 
tlve life In their "land," their God·given realm of spiritu­
al activity. (Revelation 11 :8·12) By the autumn of 1919, 
they even announced the publication of a new JournaJ 
to complement The Watch Tower. Called TIle Golde" Age 

• The birth here prophe51ed 11 not Ihe same aJ Ihe one described at 
Re~la t lon 12:1, 2, S. In that chapler of Re~latlon, Ihe ~)()I\, a male, ~ 
pictures the Messianic KITl8dom, which wenllnlo oPf!ratlon in 1914. 
However, Ihe ~woman'" of both prophecies Is the same. 

16. In tlte modern-day fulfillment of isaiah 66:7, 8, whot does 7..lon 
picture, and how have her o ffsprIng undergone I rebll t lt? 
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(now Awake!), that new publiCJ. tlo n was evidence that 
God's people were revitalized and once again organized 
for service. 

17 No force in the un'\verse could prevent this spiritu­
al rebirth. The next verse vividly says as mudl: '''As for 
me, shall I cause the breaking through and not cause 
the giving birtlJ7' says Jehovah. 'Or am f catlsing a giving 
birth and do I actually cause a shutting up?' YOI" God 
has said." (Isaiah 66:9) Just as the process of b irth is in­
evitable o nce it has begun, so the rebi rth o f spiri tual is­
rael, oncc begun, was unstoppable. True, there was op­
position, and there will likely be more opposition in the 
futu re. But only Jehovah can put a stop to what he be­
gins, and he never does that! How, though, does Jeho­
vah treat his revitalized people? 

Jehovah 's Te nde r Care 

18 The next fo ur verses pa int a touch ing pictu re of Je­
hovah's tender care. First, Isaiah says: "Rejoice with Jeru­
salem and be joyful w(th her, all you lovers of her. Exult 
greatly with her, all you keeping yourselves in mourning 
over her; (or the reason that you will suck and certainly 
get satisfaction from the breast o( full consolatioll by her; 
for the reason that you will sip and experience exquisite 
delight from the teat o( her glory." (fsalah 66: '0, 11) Je­
hovah here uses the Illustration of a woman nursing her 
infanL When a baby feels the pangs of hunger, It walls 
insistently. But when It is drawn dose to its mother's 

17. How does Jehovah assure his people thM nothIng elln pll!\'ent 
him from carrying Out his I)\HpOSe regarding spl rU uar Israel? 
18, 19. (a) What touching illustration does Jehovah use. and how 
does It apply to hi' exiled people? (b) Ilow ha\'e Ihe 1ll1olnted rem­
nant today benefited from JOYIng nourishmenl llnd care? 
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breast for feeding, its grief turns to happy contentment 
and satisfaction. In a similar way, the remnant of faith~ 
fu l Jews in Babylon will rapidly be brought from a state 
of mourning to one of happiness and satisfaction when 
the time of release and restoration comes. They will be 
joyful. Jerusalem's glory will be renewed as it is rebuilt 
and reinhabited. In turn, the city's glory will embrace its 
faithfu l inhabitants. Once again, they will be nourished 
spiritually by means of an active priesthood.-Ezekiel 44: 
IS, 23. 

19 SpirituallsraeJ too was blessed with abundant nour­
ishment after the restoration in 1919. Since then the flow 
of spiritual food dispensed through "the faithful and dis­
creet slave" has been steady. (Matthew 24:45-47) This has 
indeed been a time of consolation and joy for the anoint­
ed remnant. But there have been further blessings. 

20 The prophecy continues: "This is what Jehovah has 
said: 'Here I am extending to her peace just like a river 
and the glory of nations just like a flooding torrent, and 
you will certainly suck. Upon the flank you will be car­
ried, and upon the knees you will be fondled.'" (Isaiah 
66:12) Here the image of nursing is combined with the 
picture of an abundant flow of blessings-"a river" and 
"a flooding torrent." jerusalem will be blessed not only 
with abundant peace from jehovah but also with "the 
glory of nations," which flows to and blesses God's peo­
ple. This means that people of the nations will flood to 
jehovah's people. (Haggai 2:7) In the andent fulfillment, 
a number of people from various nations did indeed at­
tach themselves to Israel, becoming jewish proselytes. 

20. How has Jerusalem been blessed with U a flooding torrent/ both 
in anclent and in modern times? 
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However, a fa r greater fulfillment has occurred in our 
own time when "a great crowd . . . out of all nations and 
tribes and peoples and tongues"-truly a flooding torrent 
of humanity-has atta<:hcd itself to the remnant of spiri­
tual Jews.-Revelation 7:9; Zechari ah 8:23. 

21 Isaiah 66: 12 also speaks of expressions of maternal 
love-fondling a child upon the knees and carrying him 
upon the flank. In the next verse, a similar thought Is 
expressed with an interesting shift in perspective. "Uke a 
man whom his own mother keeps comforting, so I myself 
shall keep comforting you people; and in the case of Jeru­
salem you will be comforted." (Isaiah 66:13) The child is 
now "a man," an adult. But his mother has not lost her 
desire to comfort him in a time of distress. 

22 In this appealing way, Jehovah illustrates the strength 
and tenderness of his love for his people. Even the stron­
gest maternal love is but a dim reflection of Jehovah's 
deep love for his faithfu l people. (Isaiah 49:15) How vital 
it is that aU Christians reflect this quality of their heaven­
ly Father! The apostle Paul did, and thus left a fi ne ex­
ample for elders in the Christian congregation. (1 Thes­
salonians 2:7) Jesus said that brotherly love would be the 
chief identifying mark of his followers.-John 13:34, 35. 

23 Jehovah expresses his love in action. Thus, he contin­
ues: " You will certainly see, and your heart will be 
bound to exult, and your very bones wiff sprout just 
like tender grass. And the hand of Jehovah will certainly 
be made known to his servants, but he will actually de­
nounce his enemies." (Isaiah 66:14) A Hebrew-language 

21. (n an appealing word picture, what kind of comfort is fore told? 
22. How does Jehovah show the tenderness and strength of hi5 love? 
23. Describe the happy state of Jehovah's res tored people. 
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gram marian suggests that the expression "you will cer· 
tain ly see" implies that wherever the returning exiles 
look in their restored land, "loy now meets their eye." 
TIley will indeed e.x:ult, thrilled beyond words that they 
havt! been restored to their beloved homeland. TIley will 
fee l re juvenated, as if their bones were growing strong 
again, illvigorated like grass In the spri ngtime. All will 
know that this blessed state has come about. not by any 
human effort, but by "the hand of Jehovah." 

24 Do you recognize the hand of Jehovah aL work 
among his people today? No human could possibly have 
brought about the restoration of pure worship. No hu­
man could conceivably have caused the nood of millions 
of precious people from all nations to join the faithful 
remnant in their spiritua l land. O nly Jehovah God can 
do such things. These expressions of Jehovah's love glvc 
liS reason for profound loY. May we never take his love for 
granted. Let us continue to 'tremble at his word.' Let us 
resolve to live by Bible principles and to find delight In 
servi ng Jehovah. 

24. (a) What conclusion do you draw when considering e~~rm af. 
fL'Cting JehOVah's people today? (b) What should be our rt'Sol\'\!? 

Jehovah will extend to lion 
"tile glory of naUons" 



CHAPTER TWEN·TV·EIG HT 

A Light for the Nations 

Isaiah 66:15·24 

JEHOVAH is the Source of light, "the Giver of the sun for 
light by day, the statutes of the moon and the stars for 
light by night." Oeremiah 31:35) On this basis alone, he 
should be acknowledged as the Source of life, since light 
means Ufe. If the earth were not constantly bathed in the 
warmth and IIghl of the sun, li fe as we know it \youid be 
Impossible. Ou r planet would be uninhabitable. 

2 Hence, it Is of utmost concern to liS thai Jehovah, 
looki ng forward to our day, fore told a ti me of darkness, 
not light. Under Inspiration, Isaiah wrote: "Look! dark· 
ness itself will cover the earth, and th ick gloom the na· 
tlonal groups." (Isaiah 60:2) Of course, these words had 
to do with spiritual, not physical, darkness, but their se­
riousness should not be underestimated. Ufe eventual­
ly becomes Impossible for those without spiritual 
light, just as it does for those deprived of light from the 
sun. 

l During these dark times, ',ve cannot afford to Ignore 
rhe spiritual light that Jehovah makes available to us. It 
Is essential lhat we look to God's Word to light up our 
roadway, readlng the Bible daily If possible. (Psalm 119: 
105) Christian mt.>ctings provide opportunities fo r us to 
encourage one anot her to remain on "the path of the 

I, Z. Why Is Ught vitat, and what M)rt of (i.ukness covers the earth 
today? 
3. In these dink times, where can we turn lor light? 

, 
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righteous ones." (Prove rbs 4:18; Hebrews 10:23·25) The 
strength thal v·:e derive from diligent Bible study and 
wholesome Christian association helps us to avoid being 
swallowed up in the darkness o f these "last days," which 
will culminate in the great "day of Jehovah 's anger.N 

(2 Timothy 3:1; Zephaniah 2:3) That day Is coming on 
apace! It will come as surely as a slmtlnr day came upon 
the inhabitants of ancient Jerusalem. 

Jehovah 'Takes Up the 
Controversy' 

'I In the concluding verses of Isaiah's thril ling proph­
ecy, Jehovah graphicalJy describes events lead ing up to 
the day of his anger. We read: "Jehovah himself comes as 
a very fire, and his choriots ore like a storm wind, in 0(­
der to pay back his anger with sheer rage and his rebuke 
with flames of fire. For as fire Jehovah himself wfff for a 
fact take up the controversy, yes, with his sword, against 
all flesh; and the slain of Jehovah will certainly become 
marly."-Isaiah 66:15, 16. 

s Those words should help Isaiah's contemporaries rt,.>.. 
alize the seriousness of their situatio n. The time Is ap­
proaching when the Babylonians, as Jehovah's execu­
tioners, will come against Jerusalem, their chariots 
stirring up douds of dust just like a storm wind. What a 
fear-Inspiring sight that will bel Jehovah will use the in­
vaders to carry out his own fiery judgments against all 
unfai thfu l Jewish "flesh." It will be as i f Jehova h himself 
were fig hti ng against h is people. His "sheer rage" will not 

4, 5. (a) In what way does Jehovah come aSRilul Jerusalem? 
(b) Why may we conclude that only a re latlvdy small number will 
survive the destruction of Jerusalem In 607 S.C.E.? (SH- footnote.) 
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be turned back. Many Jews will rail as "the slai n o f j eho­
vah." In 607 S.C.E., this prophecy is rulfillcd." 

6 Is jehovah justified in 'taking up the controversy' 
against his people? Certainly! Many ti mes in OUf discus­
sion of the book of Isaiah, we have seen that Ule 
jews, though supposedly ded icated to Jehovah, have been 
steeped in fa lse worship- and Jehovah has not bet!1l blind 
to their actions. We see this again In th e following words 
of the prophecy: " 7hose sanctifying themselves and 
cleansing themselves for tIle gardens behind one in the 
center, eating the flesh of the pig ond the loathsome thing, 
even the jumping roden ~ they will all together reach their 
end,' is the utterance of Jehovah. N (Isaiah 66: 17) Are those 
jews "sanctifying themselves and cleansing themselves" 
in order to prepare themselves for pure worsh ip? Clearly 
not. Rather, they are engagi ng in pagan purifi cation rites 
in special gardens. Thereafter, they greedily devour the 
flesh of the pig and of other creatures considered unclean 
under the Mosaic Law.-Levlticus 11 :7,2 1-23. 

7 What a disgusting situation fo r a natio n In a cove­
nant relationship with the on ly true God! But consider: 
A comparably disgusting si tuation exists today among the 
reUgions of ChrlstendOIll. These similarly claim to serve 
God, and many of their leaders make a pretense of pi­
ety. Yet, they sully themselves with pagan teach ings and 

• Regarding the situation after Jeru~alem fell to Ihe Rabrlonlans, Jer­
emiah 52: 15 .~[)eak~ of MMJrne of the lowly ones of Ihe people and the 
fcst of tile {/Cop/!' tllIIl wert: len remrl/lI/l1g III Ihe cit)'. " Commenting on 
this, IlisiSIlt 0 11 tire ScrlptureJ, Volume I. pagt: 415, sta tes: "The e.o:pres­
sJon 'that werl.' Jeft remaining In Ihe city' nppnrently Indicates that 
gn::at numbe rs hnd died frorn famille. dlsea~e, or fire, or else they 
were slaughtl'rt'd In the war." 

6. What reprehensible practices tmke 1)la«' In Judah? 
7. How doe$ Chrlslendom resemble Idolat rous Juduh? 



.06 Isa/tllI 'S l'mplr tt:"-l.Ig liI rOt All Mllllk i/ld /I 

traditions, proving themselves to be In spi ritual darkness. 
How great that darkness Is!-Matthew 6:23; John 3: 19, 20. 

'They Will Have to See My Glory' 

8 Does Jehovab take notice of Ch ristendom's reprehensi­
ble actions and false teachings? Read I he (ollowlng words 
of Jehovah, as recorded by Isaiah. and see what you con­
clude: "As regards their works and their thoughts, I am 
coming in order to collect all the notions and tongues to­
gether; and they will hove to come and see my glory." (Isa­
iah 66:18) Jehovah is aware of and prepared to judge not 
o nly the works but also the tho ughts ofthosc who profess 
to be his servants. Judah professes to believe In Jehovah, 
but her Ido latrous works and pagan practices belle that 
claim. It Is to no avail that her dtizens "purify" themselves 
according to pagan rites. The nation will be cut down. 
and when that occurs, it will be In full view of her idol­
worshiping neighbors. These will 'see jehovah's glory' In 
that they will witness the events and be fo rced to admit 
that jehovah's word has come true. How does all o f this 
apply to Christendom? When she mCfts her end, many 
of her former friends and business partners will be forced 
to stand by and watch helplessly as jehovah's word Is ful ­
nlled.-Jeremiah 25:31-33; Revelatio n 17: 15-18; 18 :9-19. 

9 Does j erusaJem's destruction In 607 I3.C.E. mean lhal 
Jehovah will no longer have witnesses on c:uth? No. Out­
standing Integrity-keepers, such as Daniel and his three 
companions, w ill continue to serve Jchovah even as exiles 
in Ilabylon. (Daniell :6, 7) Yes, the chain of faithfu l wit­
nesses of Jehovah will remain Intact, and at the end of 70 

8. (I) WhHt will befall both Judah lind ChrJsIC~ndom? (b) In what 
serue wlU the nations ',see Jehovah's glory'1 
9. Whut good news does Jehovah declare? 
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years, faithful men and women will leave llabylon and re­
turn to Judah to restore pure worship there. That is what 
Jehovah alludes to next : '" wfJ/ set among them a sign, and 
I will send some of tbose who are escaped to the notions, 
to Tarshish, Pul, and iud, those drawing the bow, Tubal 
and javon, the faraway Islands, who have not heard a re­
port about me or seen my glory,' and they wifl for certain 
tell about my glory among the nations. N_lsalah 66:19. 

10 The host al faithfu l men and women who return toje­
rusaJem in 537 B.C.I!.. will serve as an astonishi ng sign, ev­
idence that j ehovah has delivered hiS people. Who would 
have dreamed that the captive jews would one day be free 
to pursue pure worship at jehovah's temple? In a compa­
rable way in the first centu ry, the ones serving "as sigm 
and as miracles" were anointed Ch ristians, to whom meek 
ones wanting to serve Jehovah flocked. (Isaiah 8:18; He­
brews 2: 13) Today anointed Christians, prospering in their 
restored land, serve as an a..'ilOn ishlng sign In the earth. 
(Isaiah 66:8) Tiley arc living evidence of the power of je­
hovah's spirit, attracting meek ones whose hearts impel 
them to serve jehovah. 

II How, though, after the restoration In 537 H.CE., will 
men of the nations who have not heard a report about je­
hovah come to know him? Well, nOt all faithful Jews will 
return to jerusalem nl lhc end of the ll.lbylo nJan captivi­
ty. Some, like Daniel, will remain In Ii<lbylon. Others will 
scaL1er to the four corners of the ca rl h. Uy the fi fth centu­
ry R.C.E., there were Jews living throughout the Persian 

10. (a) In \~hat sense will fa ithful Jews Uberated from Babylon serve 
as a sign? (b) Who today sel"Yt a.s" )Ign? 
11. (a) Aftl:r th~ resrorutton, how willI! be that those of the nations 
come to learn about Jehovah? (b) How was 7..echll l l"h 8:23 Initially 
fulfilled? 
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Empire. (Esther 1:1; 3:8) No doubt some of them told their 
pagan neighbors about Jehovah, for many from those na· 
tions became Jewish proselytes. Such was evidently the 
case with the Ethiopian eunuch, to whom the Christian 
disdple Philip preached in the first century. (Acts 8:26·40) 
All of this took place as an initial hilfJllment of the words 
of the prophet Zechariah: 41 lt wiU be in those days that ten 
men out of all the languages of the nations wUI take hold, 
yes, they will actually take hold of the skIrt of a man who 
is a Jew, saying: 'We will go with you people, for we have 
heard that God is with you people.''' (Zechariah 8:23) in­
deed,Jehovah sent out light to the natlons!-Psalm 43;3, 

Bringing "a Gi ft to Jehova_h lt 

12 AfterJerusaiem is rebuilt,Jews who are scattered faTbe­
yond their homeland will look to the dty along with its 
restored priesthood as the center of pure worshIp. Many of 
them will travel long distances to attend the annual festi­
vals there. Under inspiratio n, Isaiah writes: "'They will ac­
tually bring all your brothers out of afl the nations as a gift 
to j ehovah, on horses and in chariots and in covered wag­
ons and on mules and an swift she-cameJs, up to my holy 
mountain, jerusalem,' jehovah has said, 'iust as when the 
sans of Israel bring the gift in a cfean vessel into the house 
of jehovah. And from them also I shall take some for the 
priests, for the Levites.''''-Isoiah 66:20, 27. 

13 Some of those "b rothers out of all the nations" were 
present on the day of Pentecost when holy spirit was 
poured o ut o n Jesus' disciples. TIle account reads: 'There 
were dlveJling in Jerusalem Jews, reveren t men, from 
every nation of those under heaven." (Acts 2:5) They came 

12, 13. In what way will "brothers" be brought to Jnusalem begIn­
ning In 537 8.C,E.? 
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Anointed Gifts for Jehovah 
From All Na tions 

409 

In 1920, Juan Mul'\lz left the United States for Spain 
and then lourneyed on to Argentina, where he orga­
nized congregations of anointed ones. From 1923 on, 
the light of truth shone on honesthearted ones in West 
Africa when missionary William R. Brown (often called 
Bible Brown) set out to preach the Kingdom message in 
such places as Sierra leone, Ghana, liberia, The Gam­
bia, and Nigeria. That same yea r Canad ian George 
Young went down to Brazil and then traveled on to Ar­
gentina, Costa Rica, Panama, Venezuela, and even the 
Soviet Union . At about the same time, Edwin Skinner 
sailed from England to India, where he labored for many 
years In the harvest work. 

to jerusalem to worship according to Jewish custom, but 
when they heard the good news about jesus Christ, many 
exercised faith in him and were baptized. 

14 Docs this prophecy have a modern-day fulfillment? 
Yes, Indeed. ro llowlng World War I, jehovah's anointed 
servants discerned from the Scriptures that God's King­
dom had been set up in heaven in 1914. Through careful 
Bible study, they learned that additional Kingdom heirs, 
or "brothers," were to be gathered. Intrepid mjnisters trav­
eled to "the most distant part of the earth," using aU 

14, I S. (a) How did onolnlOO Christians gather more or their splri­
Nal ~bmcher5~ artt l World War I, and how ,,,ere these brought to je­
hovah as a ~gl ft In II dun vessel ~ ? (b) In what way did Jehovah "take 
some for the priestS"? (e) Who were some anolntt<! Christians In­
volved In the gathering of thtlr spiritual brothers? (See box on this 
page.) 
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man ner of conveyance, in search of prospective members 
of the anointed remnant, most of whom came out of 
Christendom's churches. When these were located, they 
were brought in as a gift to Jehovah.-Atts 1:8. 

1.~ The anointed ones who were gathered in the early 
years did not expect Jehovah to accept them as they were 
before coming to a knowledge of Bible truth. They took 
steps to cleanse themselves of spiriruaJ and moral defile­
ments so that they could be presented as a "gift in il deiln 
vessel," or as stated by the apostle Paul, "a chaste virgin to 
the Christ." (2 Corinthiam 11:2) In addition to rejecting 
doctrinal error, the anointed ones had to learn how to re­
main strictly neutral In the political affairs of th is world. 
In 1931 , when his servants had been cleansed to an appro­
priate degree, Jehovah graciously granted them the privi­
lege of bearing h is name as Jehovah's Witnesses. (Isaiah 
43:10- 12) In what way, though, did Jehovah "take some 
for the priest~"? As a group, these anointed ones became 
part of "a royal priesthood, a holy nation," offering sacri­
fices of praise to God.- l Peter 2:9; Isaiah 54:1; Hebrews 
13,15. 

T h e [ngathering Continues 

1.6 The fu ll number of that "royal priesthood" is 144,-
000, and in time, the gathering of them was completed. 
(Revelati on 7:1-8; 14:1) Was that the end o f the ingather­
ing work? No. Isaiah's prophecy continues: '''Just as the 
new heavens and the new earth that I am making are 
standing before me: is the utterance of Jehovah, 'so the 
offspring of you people and the name of you people will 
keep standing. "' (Isaiah 66:22) In the initial fulfillment 
of those words, Jews who rehlrn from Babylonian c:aptiv-

16, 17. Who are ~the offspring of you people" after World War I? 
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ity will begin raising children. Thus, the restort'(i Jewish 
rem nant, "the new earth," under the new Jewish admin­
istration, "the new heavens," will become firm ly l.."St;lb­
lished. However, the prophecy has had a most rema rk. 
able fulfillment in our day. 

17 "The offspring" that the nation of spiritual brothe rs 
produces <Ire the "great crowd," who have the hope 01 
everlasting life on earth . They come "out of all natio ns 
and tribes and peoples and tongues," and they stand "he­
fore the throne and before the Lamb." These ones "have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb." (Revelation 7:9-14; 22:17) Today the "gre'll 
crowd" are turning from spiritual darkness to the ligh t 

Some Jews at Pentecost were 'brothers 
brough t out of all the nations' 
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t11atJehovah provides. TIley exercise faith inJesus Christ, 
and like their anointed brothers and sisters, they strive 
to remain spiritually and morally d ean. As a group they 
continue serving under Christ's direction and will "keep 
standing" fo reverl-Psalm 37:11 , 29. 

18 Tbese hard-working men and women with an earlh­
ly hope know that while it is vital to remain moral­
ly and spiritually clean, more is involved in pleasing Je­
hovah. The ingathering work is in fu ll swing, and they 
want to have a share in it . 111e book of Revelation proph­
esies concerning them: "They are before the throne of 
God; and they are renderi ng him sacred service day and 
night in his temple." (Revelation 7:15) Those words re­
mind us of the second-to-last verse in Isaiah's prophecy: 
"'It will certainly occur tlJOt from new moon to new moon 
and from sabbath to sabbath all flesh will come in to bow 
down before me,' Jehovah has said. N (Isaiah 66:23) Thi s 
is happening today, "From new moon to new moon and 
from sabbath to sabbath"-that is, regularl y, every week 
of every month-anoi nted Christians and the ir compa n. 
ions, the great crowd, come together to worship Jehovah. 
They do this by, among other things, attending Christian 
meetings and engaging in the pu bl ic ministry. Are you 
one of those who regularly 'come and bow down before 
Jehovah'? Jehovah's people lind great joy in doing this, 
and those of the great crowd look forward to the time 
when "all flesh"-aU living humans-\vill serve Jehovah 
"from new moon to new moon and from sabb.'lth to sab­
bath" for all eternity. 

18. (a) How have members of 1hl' gccat crowd conducted them­
sclves llkc 1hl'ir anoin1ed brothen;? (b) How do the anointed and theIr 
companions won;hip JehO\<lh "from new moon to new moon and 
from sabba1h to s.lbbath-? 
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The Final End of God's Enemies 

19 One verse remains in our study of Isaiah 's prophecy, 
The book concludes with these words: 'They wfll actually 
go forth and look upon the carcasses of the men that were 
transgressing against me; for the very worms upon them 
will not die and their fire itself wif( not be extinguished, and 
they must become something repulsive to all flesh. N ( Isaiah 
66:24) Jesus Ch rist likely had th b prophecy in mind when 
he encouraged his disciples to s implUy their lives and put 
IGngdolll interests first He said: "If your eye makes you 
stumble, throw it away; it is finer fo r you to en ter one-eyed 
into the kingdo m of God than with two eyes to be pitched 
Into Gehenna, where their maggot docs not die and the 
fire is not put out."-Mark 9:47,48; Matthew 5:29, 30; 6:33. 

W What is this place called Gehenna? Centuries ago, the 
Jewish scholar David Kim.hi wrote; "It Is a place, , , ad­
Joining Jerusalem, and it is a loathsome place, and they 
throw there u nclean things and carcasses. Also there was 
a continual fire there to burn the unclean things and the 
bones of the carcasses. Hence, the Judgment of the wick­
ed ones is called parabolically Gehinnom." If, as this Jew­
ish scholar suggests, Gehenna was used for the disposal of 
refuse and carcasses o f those deemed unwo rt.hy o f burial, 
fire would be a suitable means of eliminating such refuse. 
What the fire did not consume, the maggots would. What 
a fitting picture o f the final end of all of God's enem iesl-

21 With such a referellce to corpses, fire, and worms, Is 

• Since dead carcasses, not 1I\'e people, are coruumed In Gehenn ... 
this place is not symbolic o f eternal to rment. 

19, 20. What purpose did Gehenna serw In Bible times, and what 
does it symbolize? 
21. For whom does the book of Isaiah rond ude on a positive n(lte, 
and why? 
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it not true that Isaiah's thrilling prophecy concludes o n iI 
gruesome note? God's avowed enemies would undoubl~ 
edly Ih lnk so. Hut to God's friends, Isaiah's descriplion of 
the everlasting destruction of the wicked is most hearten­
ing. Jehovah's people need this assurance that their en­
emies will never again have the upper hand. Those 
enemies, who have caused God's worshipers so much tlf­
OIction and have brought so much reproach o n his name, 
will be everlastingly destroyed. Then, "distress will not rise 
up a second time. ~-Nahum 1 :9. 

22 As we conclude our study of the book of isaiah, we 
certainly appreciate that th is Bible book is not dead histo­
ry. On the contrary, it has a message for us today. When 
we reflect o n the da rk times In which Isaiah lived, we can 
sec the similarities between that period and our day. Po­
litIcal unrest, religious hypocrisy, judicial cornlpUon, and 
oppression of the faith fu l and the poor characterized Isa­
Iah's time, and It characterizes ours. Jiaithful Jews in the 
sixth century fl C.E. must have been grateful for Isaiah's 
prophecy, and we today are comforted as we study it. 

23 In these critical times when darkness covers the earth 
and gross darkness the national groups, all orus are deeply 
grateful that Jehovah, through Isaiah, has provided light 
fo r aU mankind! That splrlruallight means nothing less 
than everlasting life for all who wholeheartedly accept it, 
regard less of their natlonal origin or ethnic background. 
(Acts 10:34, 35) May we, then, keep o n walking in the 
light of God's Word, readi ng it daily, meditating upo n it, 
and cherishing its message. This will be to our own eter· 
nal blessing and to the praise o f Jehovah's holy name! 

22. 23. (11) F,xplaln some of Ihe ways t hut you have bcncfitl'<l fro m 
your ~lIJdy o f the boo\( 01 Isaiah. (b) l'laving studied the boo\( of lsa· 
lah. whnt IS rour resol\'c , and what IS roUi hope? 


