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CHAPTER ONE 

An Ancient Prophet 
With a Modern Message 

Isaiah 1:1 

WHO today does not yearn for relief from the problems 
that face mankind? Yet, how often ou r longings go unful­
filled! We dream of peace, but we are plagued by war. We 
cherish law Clnd order, but we cannot stem the rising tide 
of robbery, rape, and murder. We want to trust our neigh­
bor, but we Ilave to lock our doors for protection. We love 
our chi ldrcn and try to instill wholesome values in them, 
but all too often we watch helplessly as they succumb to 
the unwholesome influence of their peers. 

2 We might well agree with Job, who stated that man's 
short life is "glutted with agitation." (Job 14:1) This seems 
especially so today, for society is deteriorating on a scale 
never before seen. One u.s. senator observed: "The Cold 
War is nQw over, but in a tragic sense, the world has 
now been made safer fQr eth nic, t ribal, and religious ven­
geance and savagery . .. . We have watered down our mor­
al standards to the point where many of our youth are 
confused, discouraged and in deep trouble. We are reaping 
the harvest of parental neglect, divorce, child abuse, teen 
pregnancy, school dropouts, illegal drugs, and streel~ full 
of violence. It's as if our house, having survived the great 
earthquake we call the Cold War, is now being eaten away 
by termites." 

1, 2. fa) What ~ad state o f affairs do we see In the world today? 
(b) How did one U.S. senator express his concern about the deterio­
ration of society? 





Who Was Isaiah? 
MEANING Of NAME: 
-SulvllltOrl of jthovolr-

f AMilY, 
A/,ml£'d. .... /th lit 1ti>51 IWO SOtl5 

PLACE Of RESIOENCE: 
jtrClJllltm 

YEARS Of SERVICE: 
No ItosJ chilI! 46 yeo", Irom 11110111 

778 8.C f. 10 ,,,,,~f/mf/oller 711 B.er 
CONTEMPORARY KINGS OF JUDAH; 

Ua/oll, jOllron~ Allo~ I'ttleldlll! 
CONTEMPORARV PROPHETS: 

Micah, IloJI!Q, Oded 

3 However, we are not lefl wit hou t hope. Som e 2,700 
years ago, God inspirl'(t II mall o f Ihe Middle £..151 10 ut­
ter a series o f prophecies "lUI have special me,ming for our 
day. These mCSS>ISl'S Me recorded in the BIble book bear­
ing that pro phet's name- IS>IJilh . Whu was IsaIah, and why 
elll we say Ihal h is prophecy, recorded almost Ihree mil­
lenniums ago, provIdes light fo r all nw n kind today" 

A IHghtcou.s Man in Turbulent Times 

4 In the first verse of h is book, Isniah int roduces himsel f 
as " the son of Amoz. N. and he tclls us that he served as 
God's prophct "in tile days of Uu ;oll, JotlJalll, Ahoz and 
Hezekioll, killgs of Judoll ," (Isoioll ' :1) '111is would mean 
that 1s..1iah conllnued as God's prophet to Ihe nation of Ju­
dah ror no less than 46 years, likely beginni ng a t the end 
or Uzziah's re ig n-abo ll t t he year 778 B.C.I:" 

• r~i1I~h' s falher, ,\I11 Q1., I~ nut to h~ l't) l1fultl.'d wi th Amos who proph· 
~sied ~\t tile t~grt1t1It1g o f U7.1.luh '~ rclgn and \\IlIu wrote t l1(! BIble 
book bo.-Hrlng his lIame, 

3. What Olblc book (!~pecI 311y Ulfl'" hOI)C for t he futurc" 
01, Who was i!>:l lah, and when dId h(: w r\'e a~Jcho\,lI h's prophet? 

Isaiah and his wife mode worshIp of God 0 family molter 
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S Compared with what we know about some other 
prophets, we know little about the personal life of Isaiah. 
We do know that he was a married man and that he re­
ferred to his wife as "the prophetess." (Isaiah 8:3) Ac­
cording to McClintock and Strong's Crclopcdia of Biblical, 
Theological, alld Ecclesiastical Litemtllrc, this designation 
indicates that Isaiah's married life "was not only consis­
tent with his vocation, but that it was intimately interwo­
ven with it." It may well be that, similar to some other 
godly women of ancient Israel, Isa iah's wife had her own 
prophetic assignment.-Judges 4:4; 2 Kings 22:14. 

6 Isaiah and his wife had at least nyo sons, each given 
a name with prophetic significance. The firstborn, Shear­
jashub, accompanied Isaiah when he delivered God's mes­
sages to wicked King Ahaz. (Isaiah 7:3) It is evident that Isa­
iah and his wife made worship of God a family matter- a 
fine example for married couples today! 

7 Isaiah and his fami ly lived during a turbulent period 
in Judah's history. Political unrest was common, bribery 
tainted the courts, and hypocrisy tore the religious fab ric 
of SOciety. The hilltops were covered with altars to false 
gods. Even some of the kings promoted pagan worship. 
Ahaz, for insta nce, not only tolerated idolatry among his 
subjects but personally engaged in it, making his own off­
spring "pass through the fire" in a ritual sacrifice to the 
Canaanite god Molech." (2 KIngs 16:3, 4; 2 Chronicles 28: 
3, 4) And all of this took place among a people who were 
in a covenant relationship wlthJehovah! - Exodus 19:5·8 . 

• Some say that to Npass thrOu!h thl! fire may simply Indicate a pu· 
rlficatiun ceremuny. It seems, t lOugh, that in this context the pllrase 
refers to a literal sacrHice. There is no question that child sacrifice was 
practic('d by Canaanites and apostate Israelites.-Oeuteronomy 12:31; 
Psalm 106:.17, 38. 

5, 6. What must have been true regarding isaiah's family life, and 
why? 
7. Describe conditions in Judah in Isaiah's day. 
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a Commenda bly, some of Isaia h's contemporaries-in­
cl uding a few rulers-tried to promote true worship. 
Among them WilS King Uzziah, wh o did "what was up­
right in Jehovah's eyes." Still, during h is reign the peo­
ple were "sacrificing and making sacrificial smoke on the 
high places." (2 Kings l 5:3, 4) King Ja tham too "kept do­
ing what was right in Jehovah 's eyes." However, "the peo­
ple were yet acting ruinously." (2 Chronicles 27:2) Yes, 
throughout much of Isaiah 's prophetic ministry, the king­
dom of Judah was in a deplorable spiritual and moral 
state. By and large, the people ignored any positive influ­
ence that came from their kings. Undcrstamlably, deliv­
ering God's messages to this stubborn people would not 
be an easy aSS ignment. Nevertheless, when jehovah posed 
the question, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?" Isaiah did not hesit<l te. He exclaimed: "Here I am! 
Send me."-Isaiah 6:8. 

A Message of Salvation 

9 Isaiah's name means "Salvation of jehovah," and this 
couLd well be called the theme of his message. True, some 
o f Isaiah 's prophecies are of judgment. Still, the theme of 
salvation comes through loud and clear. Repeatedly, Isaiah 
related how in due time jehovah would release the Israel­
ites from captivity in 8abylon, allowing a remnant to re­
turn to Zion and bring the land back to it.'; former 
splendor. No doubt the privilege of speaking and writing 
prophecies concerning the restoration of his beloved j eru­
salem gave Isaiah the greatest joy! 

8. (a) What example did Kings Uzziah alld Jo tham set, and did the 
people follow their lead? (b) How did Isaiah .I how boldness In the 
midst of a rebel!lou$ people? 
9. What is the meaning of Isaiah's name, and how does this relate 
to the theme of hi~ book? 
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10 Butwhat do these messages of ludgment and satvat:lon 
have to do with us? Happily, Isaiah does nOt proph(osy sim­
ply for the benefi t of the two- tri be kingdom o f Judah. On 
the contra ry, his messages have special significance for our 
day. Isa iah paints a glorious picture of how God's Kingdom 
wUI soon bring grand blessings to our earth . In th is regard, 
a large portion of Isaiah's writings focuses all the fo retold 
Messiah, who would rule as King of God's Kingdom. (Dan­
Iel 9:25; John 12:41) Surely It Is no coincidence that the 
names jesus and Isaiah express virhwlly the same thought', 
the name Jesus meaning "Jehovah Is Salvation." 

11 Of course, Jesus was not bo rn until some seve n centu­
ries after Isaiah's day. Yet, the Messi'ltlic prophecies con­
tained In the boc:lk of Isaiah arc so detailed and so accurate 
that t hey read like an eyeWitness account of Jesus' life on 
earth_ One source noted that in vlcw of t hiS, the book of 
Isaiah is sometimes called the "Fifth Gospel" Hence, il' Is 
hardly surprising that Isa iah was the Bible book 1ll05t fre­
quently quoted by Jesus and h is apostl es In order to make 
a clear Identification of the Messiah. 

12 Isaiah paints a glorious wore! picture of "new heavens 
ane! a new earth" wherein "a king will reign for righteous­
ness Itself" and princes wil l ru le fo r justice. (Isaiah 32: 1, 2; 
65: 17, 18; 2 Pete r 3: 13) Thus the book of Isalnh poilUS to the 
heartwarming hope of God's Kingdom, under the Messiah 
Jesus Christ as enthroned King. What an encouragement 
for us to Jive each day in joyhll expectatio n o f "S<llva tion 
by Uehovah]"! (Isaiah 25:9; 40 :28-3 1) Lei liS, then, eager­
ly examine the precious message In the book of 1S<liah. As 
we do so, our confidence in God's promIses will be greatly 
strengthened. Also, we will be helped to grow In our con­
viction that Jehovah Is indeed the God of o ur sa lvilllon. 

10, II . (al Why ls fhebookOf !sDlah ofln fe~nl()u~todDy1 (b) How 

does the book of baiah direct attention 10 the Meul:lh? 
12. Why do we eagerJy embark on a ~tudy (I f the book of Isaiah? 



CHAPTER TWO 

A Father a nd His 
Rebelli ous Sons 

h alah 1 :2·9 

HE PROVIDED well fo r his children, as would any loving 
paren t. For many ycars hc made sure that they were fed, 
clothed, and shellered. When It was IlL'Ccssary, he disci­
plined them . But their punishment was ncver excessive; it 
was always administered "10 the proper degree." Oeremiah 
30: 11 ) We can on ly Imagine, then, the pa in Ihal this lov­
ing father feels al having 10 make the st'dtcment: HSons I 
have brought up and rolsed, but they themselves have re­
volted against me."-l5afal! ' :2b. 

2 The reheillous so ns referred to here arc the peopl e ofJu­
dah, and the aggrieved fn lher Is jehovah God. How tragic! 
Jehovah has nourlshL'<I the ) lIdea ns and raised them to an 
elevated position among the nations. ~ I went on to clothe 
you with an embroidered garment and to shoe you with 
sealskin and to wrap you In fine linen and to cover you 
with costly material," he later reminds them through the 
prophet Ezekiel. (Ezekiel 16: lO) Yet, for the most part, the 
people o f Judah do not appreciate what j ehovah has done 
for them. Instead, they rebel, or revolt. 

3 With good reason, j ehovah prefaces these words 
regarding his rebellious sonS with the :,tatement: "Hear, 
o heavens, and give eor, 0 earth, (or Jehovah himself 

I, 2. Explain how J~hovah has come to hnllf; n!bellious sons. 
3. Why does Jehovah call upon the h~avcns nnd Lhe earth to bear 
witness to Judah's re\'OIt? 
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has spoken." (Isaiah 7:20) Centuries earli­
er the heavens and the earth heard, 
as it were, the Israelites receive ex-
plicit warnings regarding the COIl-
sequences of disobedience. Moses 
said: "I do take as witnesses against 
you today the heavens and the 
earth, that you will positively per­
ish in a hurry from off the land to 
whi ch you are crossing the Jo rdan 
to take possession of it." (Deu teron­
omy 4:26) Now in Isaiah's day, Jeho­
vah calls upon the invisible heavens 
and the visible earth to bear witness to 
Judah's revolt. 

4 The severity o f the situation calls for a straigh tforward 
approach. Even in these dire circu mstances, however, it is 
noteworthy-and hearnvarming-that Jehovah presents 
himself to Judah as a loving parent rather than merely 
the owner who has purchased them. In effect, Je ll ovah 
is entreating his people to consider th e matter hom the 
standpoint of a father who is in anguish over h is wayward 
sons. Perhaps some parents in Judah can even personally 
relate to such a predIcament and are moved by the analo­
gy. [n any event, Jehovah is about to state his case against 
Judah. 

Brute Beasts Know Better 

S Through Isaiah, Jehovah says: '~ bull well knows its 
buyer, and the ass the manger of its owner; Israel itself has 
not known, my own people have not behaved understand-

4. How does )eh.ovah (hoose to present himself to Judah? 
S. In contrast with Israel. in what way do the bull and the ass dis­
playa sense of fa ith.fulness? 
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ing ly." (fsaiah 1:3)· The bull and the ass are draft animals 
familiar to those living in the Middle East. Indeed, the Ju­
deans would not deny that even these lowly beasts display 
a sense of faith fulness, a keen awareness that they belong 
to a master. In this regard, consider what one Bible re­
searcher witnessed at the close of the day in a Middle East­
ern city: "No sooner had the drove got within the walls 
than it began to disperse. Every ox knew perfectly well his 
owner, and the \ .... ay to his house, nor did it get bewildered 
for a moment in the mazes of the narrow and crooked al­
leys. As fo r the ass, he walked straight to the door, and up 
to 'his master's crib.'" 

6 Since such scenes arc no doubt common In Isaiah's 
day, the point of Jehovah's message is clear: if even a brute 
beast recognizes its master and its own manger, what ex­
cuse can the people of Judah offer for having left Jehovah? 
Truly, they have "not behaved understandingly." It is as if 
they have no consciousness of the fact that their prosper­
ity and their very existence depend upon Jehovah. [t is in­
deed an evidence of mercy that Jehovah still refers to the 
Judeans as "my own people"! 

7 Never would we want to behave without understand­
ing by fall ing to show appreciation fo r all that Jehovah 
has done for us! Instead, we should imitate the psalm­
ist David, who said: "I will laud you, 0 Jehovah, with all 
my heart; I will declare all your wonderful works." (Psalm 
9:1) Continually taking in knowledge of Jehovah will 
encourage us in this regard, for the Bible states that "the 

• In this context, "lsraelN refers to the two-tribe kingdom of Judah. 

6. How have the! p<'opie of Judah faile<1 to act understandingly? 
7. What are some ways in which we can show ourselv('S appreciative 
of jehovah's provisions? 
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knowledge of the Most Holy One Is what understanding 
is." (Proverbs 9:10) Meditati ng daily on Jehovah's bless­
Ings will help us to be thankful and not t" ke our heaven­
ly Father for granted. (Colossians 3: IS) 1 'he one o ffering 
thanksgiving as his sacrifi ce is the o ne that glorifies me," 
says Jehovah, uand as for the one keeping a SCi way, J will 
cause him to see salvation by God."-PS<llm 50:23. 

A Shocking Affront to "the Holy One of Israel" 

8 Isaiah continues his message with strong words for 
the nation of Judah: "Woe to the slnftll nation, the peo­
ple heavy with ('"or, an evi/dolng seed, ruinous sons! They 
have left Jehovah, they have treated the Holy One of Is­
rael with disrespect. they have turned backwards." (Isaiah 
1:4) Wicked deeds can accumulate to the ex tenllhallhey 
become like a crushing weight. In Abraham's day jellO­
vah described the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah as "very 
heavy." (Genesis 18:20) Something similar Is now evident 
in the people of Judah, for IS<llah says that they are "hCClvy 
with error." In addition, he calls them "an evildoing seed, 
ru inous sans.n Yes, the Judeans are like dell nquent chil­
dren. They have "turned backwards," or as the New Re­
vised St{/I/dard Vellioll puts it, they are "ut1erly estranged" 
fro m their Father. 

9 By their \vayward course, the peoplc or Judah are show­
Ing gross disrespect for " the !-Io ly One of Isracl." What is 
the sign ificance of this ph rase, which is found 25 times In 
the book of Isaiah? To be holy means to be clean and pure. 
Jehovah is holy to the superlative degree. (Revelation 4:8) 
The Israelites are reminded of th is fact every time they ob­
serve the words engraved on the shinl r'g go ld plate on the 

8. Why C'.tn {he people or Judah be callL'd "the slnrut nalloo"? 
9. What Is thl' signllkance o r the phrase - the Holy One or brae'-" 



high priest's tu rban : "1·loliness belongs to Jehovah ." (E.'I{o 
adus 39:30) Hence, by referring 10 Jehovah as "t he Holy 
O ne of Israel," 1s.1iah underscores Ihe gravity of Judah's 
sin . Why, these rebels arc directiy ·violating the command 
given to their fort'f:nhcrs: HYOli must sa nctify yourselves 
and you must prove yourselves holy, !>c.'cause I am holy"! 
- Leviticus 11 :44. 

10 Ch ristians today must at all COSts ilVOid fo llowing Ju­
dah's example o f disrcspl'Cling Hlhe Holy O ne o f IsraeL" 
They must imitate Jehovah's ho liness. ( I Peter 1:15, 16) 
And they need to "hale what is bad." (l>salm 97: lO) Such 
undean practices as sexuallllllllora ll ty, Idolatry, thievery, 
and d runkenness can corrupl' the Christian congregation. 
That is why those who refuse to stop practid ng these 
things a re disfeliowshl pl>ed from the congregation. Ulti­
mately, those who unrepentantly follow a course of un· 
cleanness will be excluded from en ioying the blessings of 
God's Kingdom governmen t. Really, a ll such wicked works 
constitute a shocking affront to "the Holy O ne of Israe1." 
- Rom,ltls 1:26, 27; I Corinthians S:6- ll; 6:9, 10. 

Sick From Head to Foot 

11 Isaiah next strives to reason wit h the people of Judab 
by pointing out to them their sickly stale. He says: "'Where 
else will you be struck stili more, in that you odd more re­
voIr?'" In effect, Isaiah Is ilsklng Ihem: ' Have you not suf­
fered eno ugh ? Why bring fu rther harm to yourselves by 
conti nuing to rebel1' Isa iah conti nues: "The whole head is 
in a sick condition, and the wlJole heart is feeble. From the 
sole of the foot eve" to tile head tlJere Is flO sotmd spot in 

10. How can we avoid )hOWing d isrespecl for "t he 1-101), One of Isra· 
el·? 
11 , 12. (a) [)eKrlbe Jlldah'i bJd condition (b) Wh)' should we nOI 
feel .sorry for Judah? 
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it'" ( Isaiah 1:5, 60) Judah is in a loathsome, d iseased 
state-spiritually sick from head to foot. A grim diagnosis 
indl>ed! 

12 Shou ld we feel sorry for Judah? Hardly! Centuries ear­
lier the cntlre natio n of Israel was duly warned about the 
penalty for disobediencc. ln part, they were to ld: "Jehovah 
will strike you with a maligna nt boil upon both knees and 
both legs, from which you will not be able to be healed, 
from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head." 
(Deuteronomy 28:35) In a figurative sense, Judah is now 
suffering these very consequences of her stubborn course. 
And all of this could have been avoided if the people of ju­
dah had si mply obeyed Jehovah. 

13 Isaiah continues to describe Judah's pitiable state: 
"Wounds ond bruises and fresh stripes-they have not 
been squeezed out or bound up, nor has there been 0 

softening with oi/. N (lsoioh 1:6b) Here the p rophet refers 
to three types of injuries: wounds (cuts, such <IS those in­
flicted by a s\vord or a knife), bruises (welts resulting from 
beating), and fresh stripes (recent, open sores that seem 
beyond healing). The Idea presented is that o f a man who 
has been severely punished in every manner imaginable, 
with no part of his body escaping harm. Judah is truly in 
a broken-down state. 

14 Does Judah's miserable condition move her to return 
to Jehovah? No! Judah is like the rebel described at Prov­
e rbs 29: 1: "A man repeatedly reproved but making h is 
neck hard will sudden ly be broken, and tha t w ithout heal­
ing." The nation seems beyond curing. As Isaiah puts it, 
her wounds "have not been squeezed out o r bound up, 

I.~, 14. (al Wh~tinjllrit's have been In flicted upon Judah? (b) Do Ju­
dah's sufferings cause her to recons ider her rebellious course? 
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nor has there been a softening with oil ."· In a sense, Judah 
resembles an open, unbandaged, aU-pervasive sore. 

lS Taking a lesson from Judah, we must he on guard 
against spiritual sickness. Uke phys ical ill ness, it can af­
fect anyone of us. After all, who of us is not susceptihle 
to fl eshly desi res? Greed and a desire for excessive plea­
sure can take root in our hearts. Hence, we need to train 
ourselves to "abhor what is wicked" and "cling to what is 
good." (Romans 12:9) We also need to cu ltivate the fr uits 
of God's spirit in our everyday lives. (Galatians 5:22, 23) 
By doing so, we will avoid the condition that plagued Ju­
dah-that of being spiritually skk from head to foot. 

A Desolated Land 

16 Isaiah now leaves his medical analogy and turns to the 
condition of Judah's terrai n. As if he is gazing down on 
a battle-scarred plain, he says: "Your land is a desolation, 
your cities are burned with fire; your ground- right in front 
of you strangers ore eating it up, and the desolation is like 
an overthrow by strangers." (Isaiah J :7) Some scholars say 
that although these words are found early in Isaiah's book, 
they were probably uttered later in the prophet's career, 
perhaps during the reign of wicked King Ahaz. They as· 
sert that Uzziah 's reign was too prosperous to justify such 
a bleak description. Granted, it cannot be stated with 

• Isaiah's words renect the medIcal practl<:c of his day. lIiblc research­
er E. H. Plumptte notes: "To 'close' or 'pres~' t he festering wound was 
the Jl roces~ tried at fllst to get rid of thc purulcnt discharge; then, as 
in Hezeklah's case (chap. x)LxviiI. 21), it was 'bound up,' with a poul­
tiel', then some stimu lating 011 or unguent, probably, as In Luke x. 
34,011 and wine were used, to ch.' <lns(· t he ulcer.~ 

1 S. In what ways can we protect ourselves from spiri tual sickness? 
16. (a) How does [salah descrilJ.e the condition of Judah's terrain? 
Ib) Why do some say that these words were likely uttered during the 
reign of Ahaz, but how might we understand them? 
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certainty whdhcr Isaiah's book is compiled in ch ronolog­
ical order. However, Isaiah's words about desolation are 
probably prophetic. In uttering tile above statement, most 
likely Isaiah is employing a techn ique found elsewhere in 
the Blble-that of describing a future event as if it has al­
ready taken place, thus emphasizing the certainty of a 
prophecy's fu lfillment.-Compare Revelation 11:15. 

17 In any event, the prophetic description of the deso la­
tion of Judah should not come as a surprise to th is stub­
born and disobedient people. Centuries earHer Jehovah 
wamed them of what would happen if they rebelled. He 
said: "I, for my part, will lay the land desolate, and your 
enemies who are dwelling in it will simply stare in amaze­
ment over it. And you I shall scatter among the nations, 
and I will unsheathe a sword after you; and your land 
must become a desolation, and your cities will become a 
desolate ruin."-Leviticus 26:32, 33; I Kings 9:6-8. 

18 The words at Isaiah 1: 7, 8 are apparently ful filled duro 
Ing the invasions by Assyria that result in the destruc· 
tion of Israel and widespread destruction and suffering in 
Judah. (2 Kings 17:5, 18; 18: 11 , 13; 2 Chronicles 29:8, 9) 
However, Judah is not totally wiped out. Isaiah says: "The 
daughter of Zion has been left remaining like a booth in a 
vineyard, like a lookout hut in a field of cucumbers, like a 
blockaded city. N - Isaiah 7 :8. 

19 Amid all the devastation, "the daughter of Zion," Jeru· 
salem, wiII be left standing. But she will look very vulner· 
able-like a shanty in a vineyard or a watchman's booth in 
a cucumber field. In a journey down the Nile, one 19th· 
century scholar was reminded o f Isaiah's words when he 

17. Why should the prophetic description of desolation not come as 
a surpri~e to the people of Judah? 
1 &.20. When arc the words of isaiah 1 ;7, 8 fu lfilled, and In what way 
does Jehovah 'leave a few remaining' at this time? 



saw simllar booths, which he describes as "li ttle more than 
a fence against a north wind." In Judah when the harvest 
was over, these booths were allowed to fall apart and col­
lapse. Sti ll, as flimsy as Jerusalem might appear before the 
all-conquering Assyrian army, she will survive. 

20 Isaiah concludes this prophetic statement: "Unless je­
hovah of armies himself hod left remaining to us just 
a few survivors, we should have become just like Sodom, 
we should have resembled Gomorrah ;tself.N (Isaiah 1:9)· 
Against the might of Assyria, Jehovah will fmaUy come to 
Judah's aid. Unlike Sodam and Gomorrah, Judah will not 
be obliterated. It wi ll live on . 

• The Commentary OIJ lIJe Olrl 7/:'stament, by C. F. Kell and f . De­
IItzsch. says: "The prophet's address has here reached a resting-place. 
The fact that it is divided at this point in to two separate sections, is 
Indicat("() in the text by the space left betl'o'een verso 9 and 10. This 
mode of marking larger o r smaller sect ions, either by leaving spaces 
nr by breaking off the Une. is older than the vowel points and accents, 
:111(\ rests upon a tradition of the highest antlquity.H 



zo Isu/tll/'s flropil er,--U,yhl (Of All Mrlllkl,u/ I 

21 More than 100 years later, Judah was again under 
th reat. The people had not learned from the discipline in­
flicted through Assyria. "They were cOntinually making 
jest at the messengers of the true God and despising hIs 
words and mocking at his prophets," As a result, "the rage 
of Jehovah came up against h is people, umilihere was no 
healing." (2 Chronicles 36:16) The Babylonian mon<lrch 
Nebllchadnezzar conquered Judah, and this time, there 
was nothing remainIng "like a booth in a vIneyard." Even 
Jerusalem was destroyed. (2 Ch ron icles 36:17-21) Still, Je­
hovah ' left a few remaining.' Even IhoughJudah endured 
70 years in exile, Jehovah ensured the continuance of the 
nation and especially of the David!c line, which would 
produce the promised Messiah . 

21. Ailer Babylon destroytdJcrusalcrn, why did JchO\'lIh ' I~ave ~ few 
remaI ning'? 

Unlike Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Judoh will not be forever ullinhabited 
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22 In Ole first centu ry, Israel went through Its nnal crisis 
as God's covenant people. When j esus presented h imself 
as the promised Messiah, the natio n rejected him, and as 
a result, jehovah re jected them. (Mutt hew 21 :43; 23:37-39; 
j oh n 1:11 ) Was this the end o f j ehovah 's having a special 
nation o n earth? No. The upostle Paul showed that Isaiah 
1:9 had yet anot her fulfi llment. Quoti ng from the Septu­
agint version, he wrote: "just as Isaiah had S<lid afo retime: 
'Unlcssjchovah of arm ies Imelle!t a scl'(l to us, we should 
have become jllst like SCXlol11, ancl we should have been 
made just like Gomorrah."'-Romans 9:29. 

2..1 This time the survivors we re the anointed Christians, 
who put faith In Jesus Christ. TIlese were, fi rst of all, be­
lievingJews. Later they were jo ined by believing Gentiles. 
Together they made up a Ilt.'w Israel, "the Israel of God." 
(Galatians 6:16; Romans 2:29) This "'seed" survived the de­
struction of the Jewis h system of th ings In 70 C. E. Indeed, 
" the Israel o f God" is stil l with us today. It has now been 
joined by millions of believing lndlvicluil ls of the n<ltions, 
who make lip "a great crowd, which no man [is) able to 
number, out o f all nations and tribes ,lIld peoples and 
tongues."-RevelatJon 7:9. 

2A Soon this wo rld will face the bMlle o f Armageddo n. 
(Revelation 16: 14, 16) While this wtll be a crisis greater 
than either the Assyrian or the B.1bylonian Invasion o f Ju· 
dah, greater even lhan the Ro man devastation of judea In 
70 C.E., there will be surviVOrs. (Rcveliltion 7: 14) How vi­
tal, then, that all consider carefully Isaiah's words to Ju­
dah! They mean t survival fo r faithful o nes back then . And 
they can mean surviva l for believing o nes today. 

22,23. In thl." firn (:c llIury, why dld jChovllh ' Ieave 11 few remaining'? 
24. What shoutd ail lakl." rll.llt~'(' 011' Ih~'"Y II' I! h lO survive mankind 's 
greatest crisis? 



CHAI'TER THR EE 

"Let Us Set Matters Straight" 

isaiah 1 :10· 31 

TH E In habitants of Jerusalem may fee l Inclined to justi· 
fy themselves after hearing the denundation recorded at 
Isaiah 1:1-9. They no doubt \\'ould like 10 point proudly 
to all the sacrifices they offer to Jehova h, However, vers­
es 10 th rough 15 give Jehovah's withering reply to such al­
ti tudes. It begins: " Hear the word of Jehovah, you dictators 
of Sodam. Give eor to the low of our God, you people of Go­
morroh. " - Isaiah 1: 10. 

z Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed not only (or 
their perverted sex practices but also for their hardheart­
ed, haughty atti tudes. (Genesis 18:20, 21; 19:4, 5, 23-25; 
Ezekiel 16:49, SO) Isaiah's audience must be shocked to 
hear themselves being compared to the I>oopie of those 
accursed d ties." But Jehovah sees his people just as they 
are, and Isaiah does not soften God's message in order to 
'tickle thelrears.'-2lil1lothy 4:3. 

3 Notice how Jehovah feels about the formalistic worship 

• ACt'Ord!ng to anctem Jewlsh trad! tlon, wicked. KLng Manassl'.h had 
isaiah executed , sawn iI.$und('r. (Compare Hebrews I !:37.) A sauret' 
SlayS thaI In order to bring o n this dcat h ~en t enct, II fa lse prophet 
used the fol!owing chargc agaLnst Isaiah: -tic hal callI!(! Jerusalem 
SodOm, and the prlnces 01 Ju<bh and Jerusalem he has declared (10 
be) the people of Gomorrah.-

I, Z. To whom does Jehovall comj>;H(· the mlcrs and t ill' peopLe or 
Jeruu lem and Judah, and why is this \'0.\1(11 
3. What docs Jehovah mean when he says that he hilS -had enough~ 

or the people's sacrlfiet's, lind why Is this Ihe cll$c1 
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of his l>eople ... 'Of what benefit to me is lhe multitude of 
your sacrifices?' says Jehovah. " hoW? had enough of whole 
burnt offerings of roms and the fat of well· fed animals; and 
in tile blood of young bulls ond mole lambs and Ile-goats f 
/Jove taken no delight. ' N ( Isaiah 1; 11 ) The people have for­
gOll en that Jehovah does not dC'pc/ul ul>Oll thei r S<l crlfICCS. 
(Psalm 50:8-13) He docs not I/eed anyth ing Ihat humans 
may offer him. So If the people think that they art' do. 
ing)chovah a favor by presenLing their halOlea rted ofTer­
Ings, they are mistaken. Jehovah uses it powerful figure of 
~pt.'cc:h . The expressio n '" have had cnoughH may also be 
rendered "I am satiated" or "I am glutted," Do YOLI know 
the feellng of being so full of food thilt the vcry sight of 
morc Is repulsive'! Jehovah felt si milarly about those offer­
Ings-unerly repulsed! 

4 Jehovah continues: "'When you people keep coming in to 
see my face, who is it (hal has required IhfJ from your hand, 
10 trample my courtyards?'" ( Isaiah I: 12) Is It not Jehovah's 
Qwnlnw that requires the pt'Ople to 'come In tosee his face.' 
tim! is, to be In attendance at his temple In)erlLsalem? lExo­
<Ius 34:23, 24) Yes, but they come there out of mere formal­
Ism, simply going through the mot ions of pure worship, 
without pure motives_ To Jehovah, thei r numerous visits to 
hl5 courtyards amount to mere 't'rnmpling,' accomplishing 
nothing more than wearing away the floor, 

5 NO wonder Ihat Jehovah now adopts even stro nger lan­
gungcl "Stop bringing in any more valileleu grain offer· 
Ings, Illcense- it ;s something detestable to me. New moon 
and sabbath, the coJ/ing of a conventiOIl- f cannot put 
up with the use of uncanny power along with the solemn 

... ttow doe\ baLah 1:12 expose t he emptlneu o f the people's auen­
dance ~t the temple In Jerusalem? 
5, Wh~1 arc ,omc of the lIelS or worshLp ()Crfurmccl by the Jews, and 
why h'I\'':: these become "'a bUfdcnH 10 j('1\0\'lIh1 
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assembly. Your new moons and your feslal seasons my soul 
lias hoted. To me they have become a btlfden; I hove be­
come tired of bearing them. It (Isaiah 1:13, 14) Grain o ffer­
ings, Inl"Cllse, Sabbaths, and so lemn assemblies are all part 
of God ',s LeW! 10 Israel. As to "new moons," the Law simply 
dlret.1s Ihat these be observed, but wholesome tTilditions 
h,lVe ~ raduall)' grown lip around the observance. (Num­
bers 10: 10; 28: 11) 111e Ilew moon is treated as a month­
ly s<lbbath, when the people would desist from work and 
even gather for instruction from the prophets and priests. 
(2 Kings 4:23; Ezekiel 46:3; Amos 8:5) Such obse rvances 
arc not wrong. The prOblem lies III do ing them for mere 
show. Moreover, the Jews acc resorting 10 "uncill1ny pow­
er/ spirltlSlk practia!S, right along with their forma1 ob­
servance of God's law," Thus, their acts of worsh ip to Je­
hovah are ~a burden" to him , 

6 How, though, could Jehovah ft.'C1 "tired"? After al l, he 
has an "abundance of dynamic energy, , , He docs nol tire 
Ollt' or grow weary," (Isaiah 40:26, 2f1) Jehovah is using it 
vivid figure of speech to enable liS \0 understand his feel­
ings, Have you ever borne a he.IVY burden for so long thai 
)'Qu were 'Yea ry to the very bone and just longed to throw 
It oil? Thai is how Jehovah fCt.'.ls .. ho ut his people's hypo­
critical acts o r worship. 

7 Jehovah now addresses Ihe most Intimate and per­
SOllal of all acts of worsh ip. "When you spread out your 
palms, I hide my eyes from you. Eve" though you make 
mally prayers, I am not listening; wltll bloodshed your very 

• The lIebrew word for ·unanny ~r" Is a l~ renderoo 'what Is 
hunfu l," ' what Is uncanny," and "erroneous,' AccOfdlng In the TIlf'O­
Iuska! Dkliu/lluy of tIlt Olil Tt'St(lIllC'U ', IleblCw prophets uSl.'d t.he 
word to denounce "evil caused by t he misuse o f power." 

6. In what se ilS(! has JehO\'ah become "tired "] 
7. Why hou Jehovah stoppt'd Ilsllmlng to the pra)'C15 o f his people? 



hands have become fifled. N (Isaiah 1:15) Spread ing out 
the palrn~, holdi ng th e hands outstretched wi th palms uI>­
ward, Is it gesture of supplication. To Jchov:,h, th.ls stance 
has oc'Come meaningless, for this people have hands full 
of bloodshed. Violence Is rampant In the land. Oppres­
sion of the weak is commonplace. For such abusive, self· 
ish people to pray to Jehovah and ask for blessings is ob­
sce ne. No wonder Jehovah sa}'S, "I am not listening"! 

K In our day, Christendom has li kewise failed to win 
God's favor with her ceaseless repetHlon of vain prayers 
and her other religious "works." (Matthew 7:21-23) It is of 
vital Importance that we do not full into the same trap. 
Occasionally, a Christian lapses Into a practice o f seri­
ous Sin, then reasons that if he lust hides what he is 

H. Whll! error does Christendom commh I(J{lay. uml how do some 
Christians {all into a Similar trap? 
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doi ng and increases his activity in the Ch ristian congrega· 
lio n, his det'ds will somehow counterba lance his sin . Such 
formalistic works do not please Jehovah. There is o nly 
one cu re for spiritual 51 kn ess. as the next verses of Isaiah 
show. 

Th e Cure fo r Spi.ritua l Sic kn ess 

9 j ehovah, the compassionate God, now shifts to a warm· 
er, more appealing tone. "Wash yourselves; make your­
selves clean; remove the badness of your dealings from in 
(ront o ( my eyes; cease to do bod. l eam to do good; search 
(or justice,' set right the oppreuor; render judgment for the 
fatherless boy; plead the caLise of the widow.N (Isaiah 1: 
16, 17) 1·lere we find a stri ng o f nine imperatives, or com· 
mands. The first four are negative in thescnse thai they in­
volve the removal o f sin; the last fi ve are positive actions 
that lead to receiving j ehovah's blessing. 

10 Washing and cleanness have always been an impor­
IM t parl or pure worship. (Exodus 19: 10, I I; 30:20; 2 Co­
rint hians 7: 1) But Jehovilh wan ts the cleunsl ng to go deep­
er, into the very heart of his worshipers. Most Important 
Is moral and spiritual cleanl iness, and this Is ..... hat jeho­
vah refers to. The first two commands In verse 16 are not 
mere repetition. A Hebrew grammarian suggests that the 
lirst, "wash you rselves," refers to an Initial actor cleansing. 
whereas the second, "make yourselves clc;.n," refers to on· 
goi ng efforts to mainlil ln that cleanness. 

II We can hide nothing from Jehovah. Uob 34:22; Provo 
erbs IS:3; HebTe\Ys 4: 13) So h is command, "Re move the 
badne~ of your dealings (rom in fmnl of my eyes," can 
on ly mean one thing- to cease doing bad. '111at means not 
attempting to conceal serious sins, for doing 50 Is a sin in 

9, 10. How Important Is dCilntleSS In our wonh lp of Jehovah? 
II . To combat' sin, what , hould we do. and what should Wt never do? 



" 
itself. Proverbs 28:13 warns; " I-I e that Is covering over his 
transgressions will n ot succeed, but he that' Is <:o nfcsslng 
and leaving them will be shown mercy," 

12 There is much to learn fro m the positive actions that 
Jchov,lh co mmands in verse 17 of Isaiah chapter I. No. 
ace that he docs not merely say "do good" but "fe(1fI1 to 
do good." It lakes personal study o f God's Word to un· 
derst.md what Is good in God's eyes and to want to do it. 
Further, Jehovah does not merely say "render justlcc" but 
"'search fo r just:lce." Even experienced elders Ill'1..'<:1 to Illake 
a thorough search of God's Word In order to find the lust 
course In some complex matters. Theirs roo Is the respon­
sibility to "sci right the opprl'Ssor," as Jehovah next com· 
mands. TI1CSC directives arc important to Christian shep­
herds today, for they wanl to protect the nock from 
"oppressive wolvcs,"-Acts 20:28·30, 

13 The ftnal two commands Involvc some of the more 
vulnerable of God's peop\e-orphans and widows, The 
\\'orld Is all too ready to lake advantage of such individu­
als; this must not be so amo ng God's people. Loving elders 
"render judgment'" fo r the fatherless boys and girls in the 
congregalio n, helpin g them to receive justice and protec­
tion In II world thai wants to take advantage of them and 
corrupt them. Elders "plead the cause" o f the widO\'f or, 
as the Hebrew word can also mean, ~strivcH in her behalf. 
Really, all Chrb tla.ns wallt to be a source o f refuge, com· 
fo rt, and lusllce to the need y "mong us because they arc 
preciolls to Jehovah.- Micah 6:8; James 1:27. 

14 What a firm. positIve message Jehovah conveys 

12. (II) Why 1$ II Important to · /ttlm to do good~? (b) Ilow mar tl· 
den In INrilcular apply t he dlrecl lvcl lo ·scarr/l for lU5t lcc· lind "set 
rightlh~ Opprt'S50r"? 
13. lIow might we today apply the commands regarding t h~ fatMr· 
less boy lind Ihe widow? 
14. Wllllt posi tive message Is con~red at lsalali 1: 16, 111 
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through these nine commandsl Sometimes those in­
volved in si n convince themselves that it Is simply beyond 
their power to do right. Such notions are discouraging. 
Moreen'cr, they are wrong. Jehovah knows-and wants us 
to know-that with His help, any si nnt!f tilll SlOP his sinful 
course, h lrn around, and do right Instead. 

A COOlI>3ssio .,., lc, Just Pl ea 

IS Jehovah's tone now takes on even greater warmth and 
compassion. N'Come, now, you people, and let us set mat· 
ten straight between us,' says Jehovah 7hough tile sins of 
you people should prove to be as scarIer. tlley will be mode 
white just like snow; though they slJOu/d be red like crimson 
doth, they will become even like wool.'" (Isaiah 1:18) The 
Ilw italion that opens this beautiful vcrse isoflcn misunder­
stood. ro r example, TI/C New Etrgflsll Hib/(' says, "Let us ar­
gue it out" - as if both sides must make concessions to reach 
an accord. Not so! Jehovah bears no fault, least of all in 
his dea li ngs with this rebellious, hypocritical people. (Deu­
tero nomy 32:4, S) The verse spe;:Iks, not o r a glve-and·t il ke 
discussion between equals, but of a fo rum to establish jus­
lice. II is as If Jehovah here cha llenges Israel toa court trial. 

16 Thai may be a damlli ng notion, but Jehova h is the 
most merciful and compassionate Judge. His capacity fo r 
forgiveness Is unparalleled. (Ps.11m 86:5) He alone can take 
Israel's sins that are Has scarlet" and cleanse them away, 
milking them "white just like snow." No hu man effort, 
1'0 formula of works, sacrifices, o r prayers can remove the 
sta in o f sin. On ly Jehovah's forgiveness can wash sin away. 
God grants such forgiveness on terms thai he sets, which 
indude genuine, heartfelt repentance. 

]5. How b t he phrase "let U5 5('1 mallers &lrll lght between us" some­
times misundl!u tood, and what dOl'S It IIclUlIlly mean? 
16, 17. How do we know IhalJehovOIh lJ willing IQ forgl\!1! ell~n se· 
rlOus sins? 
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17 So hnl>Ortanl is this truth that Jehovah rcpe:lts it In a 
poetic va riation-"crimson" sins wUl become li ke IlC\V, un­
dyed, white wooL Jehovah wanlS U( to know that he truly 
is the Forgiver of sins. even .very serious ones, as long as 
he finds liS genuinely repentant. Those who fmd It hard to 
be lieve thal lhls is tr\Le In their own case do well to con­
sider such examples as Milnasseh. He sinned horribly- for 
years. Yet, he repented and was forglvcn. (2 O lronlde. 33: 
9-16) Jehovah wants all of us, including those who have 
committed serious sins, to know thaI II Is not too latc to 
"sct mallcrs stmight" with h im. 

18 Jehovah reminds his people that they have il choil.."C to 
make. "If you people show willingness and do listen, the 
good of the land you will eot. 8tlt If you people refuse and 
are actually rebellious, with a sword you will be eoten up; 
for the very mouth of Jehovah has spoke" It If (lso;ah J; 19, 
20) Here Jehovah emphasizes attitudes, and he uses an­
other vivid figure of speech 10 drive his polnl home. ju· 
dah 's choice Is this: 1:.11 or be eaten. If they have an at­
tltude o f wlillngncss to Usten to lind obey jehovah, they 
will cat the good produce of the land. However, if they 
l>C.rslst In their rebellious attitude, they will be eaten-by 
the sword of their enemies! It seems almost unimaginable 
that a people would choose the sword of their enemies 
over the men:}' and abundance of B forgivi ng God. Never­
theless, such Is the case with jerusalem, as the next verses 
of 1s..11ah show. 

A Dirge Over the Beloved Cily 

19 At isaiah 1:21-23, we see the full extent o f the wick­
edness o f Jerusalem at this time. Isaiah now begins an 

18 , Whut choice does jehovah put before hl~ rebelliOus people? 
19, 20. (a) Ilow does Jehovah convey Ihl' sense or belrayallhal he 
r~b7 (b) III what way has ' rlghtl'Ousn«s lodged In Jerusalem'? 



30 ISI. /III, ', I'rvp/Jtc,'-I.lJ'" (Dr All MfllI/r,h,,' I 

Inspired poem in the style of a diq,'C. or lament: "'0 how 
the faithful town has become a prostitute/ She was full of 
justice; righteousness iuelf used to lodge in her, but now 
murderen,"-Isoiah 1:21, 

20 How the dty, Jerusalem, has fallen! Once a fait h· 
ful wi fe, she has now become a prostitute. What could 
morc powerfully convey the sense of betrayal and disal>­
pol nunent that Jehovah fec ls? "Righteousness itself used 
to lodge In" this city. When? Well, even before Israel exist­
ed, back in Abraham's day, t his city was cal led Salem. Over 
It ruled a man who was both king and priest. His name, 
MeJchlzedek, means "King of Righteousness," and it evi­
dently suited him well. ( /-Ieb l"e\'VS 7:2; Genesis 14: 18-20) 
Abollll ,OOO years after Mclchlzedek, Jerusa lem reached II 



" 
peak, under the kln!,rsh lps of David and Solomon. "Righ­
teousness Itself used to lodge in her," espeda lly when her 
kings sCllhe example fo r the people by wa lking in Jeho­
vah's ways. Uy Isaiah's day, though, such times are a dis­
tant memo ry. 

21 It seem.s that the leaders among the !X'Oplc arc a large 
part of the problem. Isaiah goes on with his lament : "'Your 
silver itself hos become scummy dross. Your wlleat beer Is 
diluted with waler. Your princes are stubborn and partners 
with thieves. Every one of them Is a lover of a bribe and a 
chaser offer g /(o. For a fatherless boy they do not render 
judgmen t,' ond even tile legal case of a widow does not get 
admittance to them. It ( Isaiah 1 :22, 23) 1wo vivid word piC­
tures in clu lck successio n set the tone fo r what must fol­
low. llle sm ith at h is forge skims the scum my dross from 
the mo lten silver and throws it away. Israel's princes and 
judb'CS are like the dross, not Ule s ilver, They need 10 be 
discarded. They have no more use than beer that has been 
diluted with water and lost its flavor. Such II beverage Is rl1 

only to be poured down the draln l 

Z2 Verse 23 shows why the leaders d<.'Scrve such a de­
scription, The Mosaic t...·w.' ennobled God's people, setting 
them aparl from other nations. It d id so, for example, by 
mandating t he protection of o rphans and widows. (Ex0-
dus 22:22-24) But In Isaiah's day, the falherless boy has lit· 
tle ho pe o f any favorab le judgment. As fo r the widow, she 
cannot get anyone even to hear her case, lei <l lone strive In 
her behalf. No, these judges and leaders arc too busy look· 
ing after their own interests-seeking bribes, cha~l ng gifts, 
and serving as partners to thieves, eVidently protecting 
the criminals while allowing their victims to sutTer, Worse 

21, 22. Wh~t Is slgnlfit<! by dross ilnd diluted !>tel, and wby do Ju· 
dah 's leaders merit such a dC!SC1"i ptlon? 

• 



IJII /ul l 's /'ropfll'(','-U,rhf ,iu All Mallk;lI(l J 

yet. they are "stubborn," o r hardened, In their course of 
wrongdoing. What a sorr)' state of affnlrs! 

Je hovah Will Re fine His Peo pl e 

23 Jehovah wi ll nol to lerate such abusc of power forever. 
Isaiah continues: 'Therefore tile uftemnce of the true Lord, 
Jehovah of ormif!l, the Powerful One of Isroel, is: 'Aha! I 
51'011 relieve myself of my odversories, and I wiff avenge my· 
self on my enemies."" (/saloh 1:24) j ehovah is given th ree 
designatio ns here, emphasizing h is righ tfu l lo rdship and 
h is vast power. Theexdamation "Aha! " li kely signifies that 
Jehovah's pity is now mixed w ith determi nation to act 
upon his wrath. There Is certai nly reason fo r lhls. 

24 j ehova h's own people have made themselves his ene­
mies. They fully merit divine venb'Cance. Jehovah will "re. 
lIeve-,N or rid, h imself of them. Does Ihis mean a complete, 
permanent obliteration of his name people? No, for Jeho­
vah goes on to say: HAnd I will turn bock my hand upon 
you, and I shall smell away your scummy dross as with lye, 
and I will remove off your waste products.H (Isaiah 1:25) 
jehovah now uses the refining process as an illustration. A 
refi ner in andent times of1cn added lye to help .separate 
the d ross from the precious mel'al. In a similar way, jeho­
vah, who does nOI sce his peoplc ;IS completcly wicked, 
will 'chastise them to the proper degree: He will remove 
from them only the "waste produClS"-the stubborn, un· 
desirable ones, who refuse to learn and obey: Oeremiah 
46:28) With these words, Isai ah has the privilege of writ· 
Ing down history in ad ..... nce . 

• The expression "I williurn back m y hand upon you· means Ihat Je­
hovah will ~h ifl from supporting his IIl'Ople 10 chaslis lng them. 

23. What feelings toward hi' adversaries docs JdlOvah express? 
24. What refmlng proc65 d CX'S Jehovah IlUfpost for h is people? 
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2S j ehovah did indeed refi ne his IX'Ople, removing the 
scum my dross of corrupt leaders and ot he r rebels. In 
6IJ7 I).CE., long after Isaiah 's time, jerusnlem was de­
stroyed and Its Inhabitants led o ff fo r the 70-YC'1r exile in 
Rnbylon . This in some ways parallels an nctlon God look 
much hiler. The prophecy at Malnclll 3:1 -5, written long 
a fte r the Uabyloniilfl exile, showl'd that God would again 
do a refining work. It pointed to the time when Jehovah 
God would come to his spi ritual (emple accompanied by 
his "messenger of the covenant,'" jesus Christ. This evi­
dently happened at the end of World War I. Jehovah in· 
Speti't'tl all of those claiming to be Chrlslhms, sifting the 
true from the fal se. With what rt'Sulf! 

26 jehovah answers: "I will bring bod aga/n judges for 
)'011 as 01 the first. and counselors for you as at the slart 
After this you will be called Qty of Righteousness, Faithful 
Town. With justice Zion herself will be redeemed, and those 
returning of her, with righteousness .... (lsolall J ;26, 27) An­
cient j e rusalem experienced an IniUal fulflllment o f this 
prophecy. After the exiles returned to their beloved city 
In 537 u.e.E., there were once asn in faithful judges and 
counsclors like those of the past. The prophets Haggai 
and Zech ariah, the priest j oshua, the scribe Ezra, and the 
governor Zerubbabel all served to gu ide and direct the 
faith ful returning remnant to walk In God's paths. Ho ..... -
ever, an even more Important fulfillment occurred in the 
20th century. 

27 1n 1919, jehovah's modern-day people emerged from 
the period o f testing. They were delivered from spiritual 

25. Ca) 1101.,. did Je~h refine hb people tn 607 B.C.F~7 tb) When 
did JdlOyith refine: his people In modem limes? 
26-28. (a) What initial fulfillmenl did lsaiuh 1:26 h:we? (b) How has 
thIs prollhecy been fu lfilled In our time? (el now mlsht thIs proph-
1:1..)' benefil ciders today? 



bondage to Babylon the Great, the world empi re of false 
religion. The distinction betwl'Cn that faithfu l anointed 
remnant and the apostate ciC.Ib'Y of Christendom became 
clear. God aga in blessed his people, ' hringlng back for 
them judges and collnsclors'-fal thfu lmen who coull,Sel 
God's people according to his Word and not according to 
the traditions o f men. Today ilmon~ the diminishing "lIt­
lie Oock" and their Increasing millions of ~other sheep" 
camp,an lons, there arc thousands o f such mell.-Luke 12: 
32; John 10:16; Isaiah 32: 1, 2; 60: 17; 61 :3, 4. 

UI Elders keep in mind thnt they do, on occilslon, ilet 
as "Iudges" in the congrcgallon in order 10 keep it mol" 
ally ilnd spiritually cleall and to corred wrongdoers. They 
are deeply concerned wit h dOing things 
Cod's way, imitating h is merciful, 
balanced sense of justice. In most 
mattl'rs, though, they serve as 
"counselors." This, of cOll rse, Is 
a far cry from being princes or 
tyranl'i, ilnd they make every 
effort never to give even 
the appearance of "lording 
it over those who are God's 
Inheritance." -1 Peter 5:3. 

29 \"/hat about the "drossH 
men Ho ned in the prophecy 
o f 1$:llah1 What happens to 
thme who refuse to benefit 
from God's refmemcn t pro-

29, JO. (a) What does Jehovah pru­
nO\ln(~ (or those IYho refuse to ben· 
ent from the refining process? (b) In 
IYh31 $cn!>e do I h(' people become 
"ash3ml'(j" of Iheir 1ree5 and gardens? 



" 
cess? Isaiah continucs: HAnd the crash of revolters and that 
of sinful ones will be at the same time, and !hose leaving 
Jehovah will come to their finish. For .hey will be ashamed 
of the mighty trees that you people desired, and you will 
be abashed because of tile gardens that you lJave chosen," 
(fsaiah 1:28, 29) Those wllo revolt and sin against Jeho­
vah, ignoring the warning mc.'I5'lgcs of his prophel~ unl]] 
it is too lale, do indeed "'crash" and "come to their fmish: 
This happens in 607 l\ .C. I~. What, however, do these refer­
ences to trl'eS and gardens mean? 

30 The Judcans have a persistent problem with Idolatry. 
Trees, gardens, and gl'OV<.'S often figure In their debased 
practices. ro r example, worshipers o f llaal and his consort, 
Ashtoreth, believe that in the d ry season, the two deities 
are dead and burled. To prompt them to ,.wilken and mate, 
bringing ferli lity to the '<lnd, the Idolaters gat her to C""drry 
o ut perverted sexu<ll act) under I' \acred" trees In groves or 
in gardens. When ml ns and (ertllily come to the land, the 
false gods rl.'Celve the credit; the Idolaters feel con firmed 
in their superstitions. But wilen Jeh ovah brings the rebel· 
Hous Ido laters to their crashi ng fmlsh, no Idol-god.'i protect 
them. The rebels are "ashamed" o f these Impotent trees 
and gardens. 

31 Ido latrousJudeans face something worse than shame, 
though. Shifting the Illustratio n, Jehovah now likens the 
idolater hlmselr to a 1rt.'C. " You will become like a big tree 
the foliage of which Is withering, and /ike a garden that 
has na water. H (Isaiah 1:30) In the hot, dry climate of the 
Middle East, this illustratio n is apt. No tree or garden can 
last for long without a steady supply o f water. Dried up, 
such vegetatio n is especially vulnerable to fire. Hence, the 
illustration in verse 31 fo llows naturally. 

31. Wha l do Ihe 1<Joliet,., face I h~1 Is WOfS«' Iha n Shbffil.'7 
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32 "The vigorous man will certainly become tow, and the 
product of his activity a spark; and both of them will cer­
tainly go up in flames at lhe same time, witll no one to 
do the extinguishing. " (Isaiah J :31) Who Is this "vigor­
OliS man"? The Hebrew expression co nveys the sense of 
strength and wealth. [t likely refers to the prosperous, self­
assured follower of fal se gods. In Isaiah's day, as in our 
own, there is no shortage of men who rejl"t1: Jehovah and 
his plJre worship. Some even see m successful. Yet, Jeha. 
vah warns that such Illen will be like " lOW," coarse fibers 
af fl ux so frail and dry that they tear apart, as It were, at the 
very smell of fue. Uudges 16:8, 9) The prodUt1' of the idol­
ater's Clctivity-whcthcr his Idol-gods, his wealth, o r what­
ever he worships in 1>lacc o fJehovah- wi U be like the ignit­
Ing "spark ." Both spark and tow will be consumed, wipt.'d 
out, In II nre that no one can extinguish. No power in the 
universe can overturn Jehovah's perfect judgments. 

33 Is this final m essage compatible with the m essage of 
mercy and forgiveness in verse 18? By all means! Jehovah 
has such warn ings written down and delivered by his ser­
vants because he is merc:iflii. After al l, "he does not desire 
any 10 be destroyed but desires all to atta in to repentance." 
(2 ['cter 3:9) It is the privilege of every true Christian today 
to proclaim God's warn ing messages to mankind so that 
repen tant o nes may benefit from his generous forgiveness 
and live foreve r. How kind it is on Jehovah's pari to give 
mankind a chance to "set matters straight" with him bt.'­
fore it is too late! 

32. ta) Who is " the vigorous mnn· refemd to In norse 3J? (b) In 
whut scm e will he become MtoW/ what "spark" will Ign ite him, and 
wilh what result? 
33. (3) HoII' do God's \Vilrnln~$ of coming tudgmem also Indicate 
his mercy? (b) What oppoltu!l lty Is Jehovah now ~lI tendlng to man­
Kind, lind how doe~ th is affect cadl one of us? 



______________ ~COCHA~(RFOUR 

Jehovah's House Lifted Up 

b a iah 2:1·5 

"THEY shall bc'lt thei r swords into plowshares. And their 
spears In lo pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation. Neither shall they learn war any l1lorc.~ 

These words arc Inscribed on a wa ll at the United Nations 
plaza In New York City. For decades tile snurce of that que> 
tation was not identified . Since the aim of the UN Is to 
\\'00: IowaI'd global peace, it was easy to conclude that the 
quote originated with the founders o f the UN, In 1945. 

2 In 1975, however, the name Isaiah was chiseled into 
the wall below the quotallo n. It was then evldcnll hal Ihe 
wo rds were not of modern origin. They were, In fact, re. 
corded as II prophecy ovcr 2,700 yea rs ago in whal ls now 
the 2nd chapter of the book of isaiah. For millenniums 
lovers of peace have pondered over how and when the 
things ISIII (l h foretold would occu r. There is no longer any 
need to wonder. Today we see before us the remarkable 
fulfillment o f this ancient prophecy. 

3 Who are Ihe nations Ihal beat their swords Into plow­
shares? Surely, they are not the modern-day politi­
cal nations and governments. Until now these nations 
have developed swords, or weapons, both to wage 
war and to prc.scrve "peace" through strengt h. If any­
thing, the tende ncy has always been for nations to beat 

I, 2. What wonts a~ inKllbed on I wall at the United Nallons pb. 
~a, and what I, theIr source? 
3. Who arc the nations that beat their swords into plows hares? 
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their plowshares into swordsl Isaia h's prophecy fi nds ful· 
fillment in represellttltiws from all nations, people who 
worship Jehovah, "the God of peace."-Phillpplans 4:9. 

The Nations That Stream to Pure Worship 

" Isaiah chapter 2 begins with these words: '7he thing 
that Isaiah the son of Amoz visioned concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem: And it must occur in the final part of the days 
that the mountain of the house of Jehovah will become 
firmly established above the top of the mountains, and it 
will certainly be lifted up above the hills; and to it all the 
naUons must stream." - Isaiah 2: 1, 2 . 

S Notice that what Isaiah foretells is not mere Speculil­
tion. Isaiah is directed to record events thai "must occur" 
- without falL Whatever Jehovah pu rposes has "certain 
success." (Isaiah 55:11) Evidently to give emphasis to the 
reliability of his promise, God inspired the prophet Micah, 
a contemporary of Isaiah, to record in his book the same 
prophecy that is set out at Isaiah 2:2-4.- Micah 4: 1-3. 

6 When Is Isaiah's prophi..'C}' to be fulfilled? ~ ln the final 
part of the days." The New illtertlatiofla/ Versioll reads: 
"In the last days." The Christian Greek Scriptures fore told 
features that would identify this period. Included among 
them are wars, earthquakes, pestilences, food shortages, 
and "critical times hard to deal wlth."~ (2 Timothy 3: 1-5; 
Luke 21:10, 11) The fulfi llment of such prophecies gives 
abundant evidence tbat we are living "in the fina l part of 
Ihe days," the last days of this present world system. Logi-

• See the book Kllowledge TI/Qt fLacls to £\'I"t1osIiIlS Ufo, chaplcr 11. 
"These Afe thl!' last Days!.· publlsh~ by the Walchtov.~r Rlble lind 
Tract Society o f New York. Inc.. 

4, S. What do Ihl!' opening verses of Isaiah chapter Z foretell , and 
what underscores the reJiabllity of those WOlds? 
6. When does haiah's prophecy find fu lfillment? 
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cally, then, we would expect to see ful fil led in our time the 
things that Isaiah fore told. 

A Mountain i.n Which to Worship 

7 In a few wo rds, Isaiah pilinls a vivid prophetic picture. 
We see It lo fty mo untain, crowned by a glorious house, 
the temple of Jehovah. This mountain towers above sur­
rounding mountains and hills. Yet, it is not foreboding or 
Intimidating; it is appealing. Peoples of all nations yeam 
to ascend to the mountain o f the house o f Jehovah; they 
stream to It. This Is easy to visualize, but what does [t 

mean? 
8 In Isaiah's day hills and mo untains are o ften associat· 

ed willl worsh ip. r-or cxilmple, they serve as sites for idola· 
trous worship and for sanctuaries of fa lse gods. (Deuteron­
omy 12:2; Jeremiah 3;6) However, the house, or temple, of 
Jehovah adorns the summ it of Mount Moriah in Jerusa· 
lem. Fallhful israci lies journey to Jerusalem three times a 
year and a~cend Mount Moriah to worsh ip the true God. 
(Deuterono my 16: 16) So the streami ng of the nations 
to "the mountain or the house of jehovah" pictures the 
b'lllhering of many peoples to true \o\'Ol"5hl1'. 

9 Today, of course, God's people do not gather at a liter­
al mou ntain with a temple of slone. j ehovah's temple in 
Jeru5..1lem was destroyed by Ro man armies in 70 c.E. Re­
sides, the opostle Paul made il clear that the temple in leo­
rus.llem and the tabernacle that preceded it were pictorial 
TIley represented a greater, spiri tual reali ty, "the true ten~ 
which j ehovah put up, and not man." (Hebrews 8:2) That 

7. Whit p(oph~l( pi( tLl re doH lulah paint? 
8. tal With Iyh,u are hills ~nd mountains assoct~ ttd In lsal~h·.s d.l:yl 
(b) WIllt does the streaming of the nations to -the mountain of tllt 
house of Jehovah- plcltln!1 
9. WhDt does -t he mou ntain of the house of Jehovah- represent? 



40 lsa/(lJJ 's I'ropllrC)'- Lig/lt for All Mrwkl"d 1 

spiritual lent is the arrangement for approaching Jehovah 
In worship based on the ransom sacrlfict of Jt'Sus Qu ist. 
(Hebrews 9:2-10, 23) In harmony with this. "the moun­
tain of the house of Jehovah" mentioned at Isaiah 2:2 rep­
resents the exalted pure ,,;orshlp of Jehovah In our time. 
°l1lose embracing pure worsbip do not gather at any goo. 
graphic location; they gather in unity of worship. 

Th e Elevating of Pure Worsh ip 

10 The prophet says that "the mounta in o f the house 
of Jehovah," o r pure worship, would become "firmly es-

10, II. In what St'nse has JehOVilh's worship been elevated In our 

'oy' 
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tabllshl'(i above the top of the mountains" and be "lift­
ed up above the hills." Long before Js.'\lah's time, King Da­
vid brought the ark of the covenant up to Mount Zion 
In Jerusalem, whIch was located 2,500 (eel above sea lev­
el. There the ark rested until it was trans ferred to the com­
pleted temple on Mount Moriah. (2 Samuel 5:7; 6:14-19; 
2 Chronicles 3: 1; 5:1- 10) Thwi, by Isaiah's day the sacred 
ark had already been physically elevated and placed in the 
temple, In a position higher than the many surrounding 
hills used (or fa lse worship. 

11 Of course, In a spiritual sense, Jehovah's worship has 
always been superior to the religiOUS practices of those 
who serve false gods. During our day, however, Jehovah 
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has exaltl>d his worship heaven high, above aU forms of 
unclean worship, yes, far above aJl "the hills" and "the top 
of the mountains." How so? Largely through the gather­
ing together of those who want to worship him "with spir­
it and tnlth ."-John 4:23. 

12 Christ Jesus referred to "a conclusion of a system of 
things" as a time of harvest when the angels would gath­
er in "the sons of the kingdom"- those with the hope 
of ruling with Jesus in heavenly glory. (Matthew 13:36-
43) Since 1919, Jehovah has empowered "the remaining 
ones" of these sons to share with the angels in the harvest 
work. (Revelation 12:17) Thus, to start with, "the sons of 
the kingdom," Jesus' anoi nted brothers, are the ones gath­
ered. Then they share in a further gathering work. 

13 During th is lime of harvest, Jehovah has progressive­
ly helped the anointed remnant to understand and apply 
his Word, the Bible, This too has contributed to the ele­
vating of pure worship. Though 'darkness itself covers the 
earth, and thick gloom the national groups,' the anointed 
are "shining as illuminators" among humankind, having 
been cleansed and refined by Jehovah. (Isaiah 60:2; Philip­
pians 2:15) "Filled with the accurate knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual comprehension," these spirit­
anointed ones "shine as brightly as the sun in the king. 
dom of their Father." - Colossians 1:9; Matthew 13:43. 

14 Moreover, others have streamed to "the mountain of 
the house of Jehovah." Called by Jesus his "other sheep," 

12. Who are ~the sons of the klngdom/ and what gathering has tak· 
en place? 
13. How has Jehovah bJe5sed the anoInted remnant? 
14, 15. In addilion to the gathering of "the 50ns of the klngdom/ 
what Ingathering has taken place, and how was thb foretold by Hag. 
gal? 



these have the hope of living forever on a paradise earth. 
(Joh n 10: 16; Revelation 21:3, 4) Starting in the 1930's, 
they appeared by the thousands, then by the hundreds 
of thousands, and now by the millions! [n a vision given 
to the apostle John, they arc described as ~a great crowd, 
which no man was able to number, out of all nations and 
tribes and peoples and tongues.~-Revelation 7:9. 

IS The prophet Haggai foretold the appearance of this 
great crowd. He wrote: "Th is is what jehovah of armies has 
said, 'Yet once-it is a little while-and I am rocking the 
heavens and the cart h and the sea and the dry ground. 
And I will rock aJ1 the nations, and the desirable things 
of all the nations [those who join anointed Christians In 
pure worship] must come in; and I will fi ll this house with 
glory,' Jehovah of armies has said." (Haggai 2:6, 7) 
The existence of this still-growing "great crowd" and their 
anointed companions elevates, yes glorifies, pure worship 
In jehovah's house. Never before have so many been re­
corded as united in the worship of the true God, and this 
brings glory to Jehovah and his enthroned King, Jesus 
Christ. King Solomon wrote: "In the multitude of people 
there is an adornment of a king."-Proverbs 14:28. 

Worship Exalted i.n the Lives of People 

16 jehovah deserves all credit for the elevating of pure 
worship in our time. Still, those who approach him are 
privileged to share In this work. Just as It requires ef­
for t to climb a mountain, so, too, it requires effort 
to learn of and live according to God's righteous stan­
dards. like Christians In the first centu ry, God's servants 
today have left behind life-styles and practlces that are 

16- 18. What changes ha~ some made ~o as to worship Jehovah ac­
ceptably? 
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not compatible with true worship. Fornicators, idolaters, 
adulterers, thieves, greedy persons, drun kards, and oth­
ers have changed their ways and been "washed dean" in 
God's sight.-l Corinthians 6:9-11 . 

17 Typical is the experience of one young woman who 
wrote: "I once was lost with no hope. I lived a life of im­
morality and drunkenness. I had sexual diseases. r also 
sold drugs and just didn't care about anything." After 
studying the Bible, she made major changes in order to 
conform to God's standards. Now she says: "I enjoy peace 
of mind, self-respect, a hope for the futu re, a real family 
and, best of all, a relationship with our Father, Jehovah." 

18 Even after coming to an approved standing before Je-
hovah, all must continue to elevate pure worship by giv­
ing it a place of prominence in their lives. Thousands of 
years ago, through Isaiah, Jehovah expressed his confi­
dence that there would be multitudes today eager to make 
his worship the most important thing in their lives. Are 
you among them? 

A People Taught Jehovah's Way 

19 Isaiah tells us more about those who embrace pure 
worship today. He says: "Many peoples will certainly go 
and say: 'Come, you people, and let us go up to the moun­
tain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of Jacob; and 
he will instruct us about his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths. ' For out of Zion law wiflgo forth, and the word of Je­
hovah out of Jerusalem. "- Isaiah 2:3. 

20 Jehovah does not let his people wander about like lost 
sheep. Through the Bible and Bible-based publications, he 
imparts to them his "law" and his "word" so that they 

19, 20. What are God's people taugllt, and where? 
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learn his ways. This knowledge equips them to "walk in 
his paths." Out of hearts filled with appreciation and in 
harmony with divine direction, they speak to one anoth­
er about the ways of Jehovah. They gather together at large 
conventions and in smaller groups-at Kingdom Halls and 
in private homes-so as to listen to and learn the ways of 
God. (Deuteronomy 31:12, 13) Thus they imitate the pat­
tern of the early Christians, who met together to encour­
age and incite one another to abound in "love and fine 
works."- Hebrews 10:24, 25. 

21 They invite others to "go up" to the exalted worship 
of jehovah God. How well this harmonizes with the com­
mand jesus gave to his disciples iust before his ascension 
to heaven! He told them: "Go therefore and make disci­
ples of people of aU the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy 
spirit, teaching them to observe all the things I have com­
manded you." (Matthew 28:19, 20) With divine backing, 
jehovah's Witnesses obediently go throughout the earth, 
teaching and making disciples, baptizing them. 

Swords Into Plowshares 

22 Now we come to the next verse, part of which is in­
scribed on the wall at the UN plaza. Isaiah writes: "He will 
certainly render judgment among the nations and set mol­
ters straight respecting many peoples. And they will have 
to beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against na­
tion, neither will they learn war anymore. "-Isaiah 2:4. 

21. In what work do)ehovah'5 servants share? 
22, 23. What does Isaiah 2:4 foretl!ll. and what did Olle UN offlc ial 
say about it? 
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23 To achieve this would be no small accomplishment. 
Federico Mayor, d irector-genera I o f the United Nations Ed· 
ucational, Scientific, and Cultural Organ ization, once said: 
"All the obscenities o f \var, brought ho me to us nowadays 
by audio-visual equ ipment, do not seem able to halt the 
advance of the huge war machine set up and mai ntained 
over tn ,my centuries. Presen t generations IHlve the al­
most impossible, Biblical taskoC 'beati ng their swords Into 
ploughshares' and making the transitio n from an lnstl nd 
fo r war- developed since time Im memoria l- to a feeli ng 
fo r peace. To achieve this wou ld be the best .md most 
noble act that the 'glob-
al village' could accom-
pUsh, and the best lega- '" 
cy to our descendan ts." 

24 The nations as a 
whole will never ach ieve 
th is lofty goal. It is sim­
ply beyond their reach. 
Isa iah 's words a re fu l­
fi lled by Individ uals 
from many nations, who 
are united in pure wor­
ship. Jehovah has Uset 
matters stra ight" among 
them. He has taught h is 
people to Jive at peace 
with one anothe r. Truly, 
in a divided and strife-ridden world, they have fig uratively 
be.lten their "swords into plowsllares and their spears into 
pruning shears." How? 

24, 25. In whom do t ~lah'~ words rmd rl,llrlllmenl, amI In what 
way? 
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2.5 Fa r one thing, they do not take sides In the wars of tile 
nations. Shortly before Jesus' death, armed men came to 
arICSt him. When Peter lashed out with a sword to defend 
his Master, Jesus s..1 id to him: "Return your sword to its 
place, for all those who take the swo rd wi ll perish by the 
sword." (Matt hew 26:52) Si nce then, Jesus' footstep fol­
lowers have beaten th eir swords Into plowshares and have 
refrained from taking up weapons to klJJ their fellow man 
and from supporting war eflorls In other ways. They "pur­
sue peace with a ll people."-Hcbrcws 12: 14 . 

Pu rsu ing the Ways of I'eacc 

26 The peacc of God 's people goes far beyond a refus­
al to engage in warfare. Though t hey arc found in more 
than 230 lancl:; and represent countless langu3b>eS and cul­
tures, they enjoy peace with onc anot he r. In them is found 
a modern fulfillment of the words of Jesus, who said to 
his d isciples in the fi rst' century: "By t his all will know 
that you ilre my disciples, j( you have love amo ng your­
selves." Oohn 13:35) Christians today arc "pei.1Cemilkers .'" 
(Matthew 5;9, footno te) They "seek peace and pursue it.'" 
(1 Peter 3: 11) Sustaini ng them is Jehovah, "the God who 
gives peace," - Ro mans 15:33. 

27 There are dramatic examples o f those who have 
learned to be peaccmakers. A young man writes of his car­
Iy life: "Hard experience tilught me how to defend myself. 
It made me laugh and angry about life. I would always 
end up in fights. Each day, I would fight a d ifferent kid in 
the ne ighborhood , sometimes with flSlS, sometimes with 
rocks o r bottlcs. I grew up being very vlolen l." Eventual­
ly, however, he responded to the invltal"ion to go to "the 

26, 27. How do God's poople -seek peace lind pursue il-? Give an 
example. 
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mountain o f the house of Jehovah." He learned God's 
ways and became a peaceable servant of God. 

28 Most o f Jehovah's servants do not come from such II 
violent background. Still, even in relatively small lhings 
- acts of kindness, fo rgiveness, and empathy- they strive 
to promote peace with others. Although imperfect, they 
endeavor to apply the Bible 's counsel to "continue putting 
up with one another and forgiving one anothl!r frt.>cly I f 
anyone has a cause for complaint agai nst another."-Co­
lossians 3: 13. 

A Future of Peace 

29 Jehovah has done a marvelous thing in this "the fi nal 
pari o f the days." He has gathered from all nations people 
who want to serve him. He has taught th em to walk In h is 
ways, ways of peace. These are the ones who will survive 
the coming "great tribulation" and pass Into a peaceful 
new world in which war will be abolished forcver.- Rcve­
latlon 7:14. 

30 Swords- weaponry-will be no more. The psalm ist 
wrote of that time: "Come, you people, behold the activi­
ties of Jehovah, how he has set astonishing events on the 
earth. He is making wars to cease to the extremity of the 
earth. The bow he breaks apart and does cut the spear in 
pieces; the wagons he burns in the fire." (Psalm 46:8, 9) In 
view of such a prospect, Isaiah's following exhortation Is 
as appropriate today as it was when he wrote It: "0 men 
of the house of Jacob, come and let us walle In the light of 
Jehovah." (Isaiah 2:5) Yes, let Jehovah's light illuminate 
our path now, and we will walk in his way for aLi ete rnity. 
- Micah 4:5. 

28. What can Christians do to pursue peace? 
29, 30. What prospect is theft.' fOI the earth? 



CHAPTER FI VE 

Jehovah Humiliates 
Self-Exalted Ones 

isaiah 2:6-4:1 

D1SGUSfEO ""lIh the condi tion o f Jerusalem and Judah, 
the prophet Isaiah now turns toJehovah God and declares: 
'1'ou have forsaken your people, the house of Jacob." ( iso­
loll 2:60) What has provoked God to reject the people 
whom he himself had chosen as his "special property"? 
- Deuteronomy 14:2. 

2 Isaiah's denundation of the Jews of his time is of great 
Interest to us. Why? Because the condition of Christendom 
today Is very similar to that o f Isaiah's people, and so is 
the judgment that Je hova h pronounces. Paying attention 
to Isnlah's proclama ti on will give us a dear understanding 
of what God condemns and will help LIS to shun practiCes 
that he disapproves o f. With keen anticip.1tlon, then, let 
us consider Jehovah's prophetic word as recorded at Isaiah 
2:6-4: I. 

In Pride They Bow Down 
3 Confessing the error of his people, Isaiah says: '7hey 

have become full of what is from the East and they are 
pracUcers of magic like the Philistines, and with the chil­
dren o( foreigners they abound. to ( Isaiah 2:6b) Some 800 
years earlier, Jehovah had commanded hiS chosen people: 
"Do not make yourselves undean by any o f these things 

t , 2. Why 1$ tht prophttlc me:sJage of Isaiah to the Jews of hIs day 
of Interest to us? 
3. What error of h is jll'Ople does Isaiah confess? 



Idols, riches, and military prowess do 
nor sove Jerusolem on the day of 
Jehovah 's judgment 

[by which] the nations whom I am send· 
ing out from before you have made them­
selves unclean." (Leviticus 18:24) Concern· 
ing those whom he had selected itS his spcclal 
property, Jehovah forced Balaam to say: "Pro m the top of 
the rocks I see them, and from the hllls I behold 
them. There as a people they keep tabernacling lsolatt>d, 
and among the nations they do not reckon themselves." 
(Numbers 23:9, 12) Yet, by Isaiah's day Jehovah's chosen 
ones have adopted the abominable practices of the sur· 
rounding nations and are "full of what is from the l:.ast" 
Rather than putting faith in Jehovah and his word, they 
are practicing "magic like the Phll!stlnes." Far from keep­
Ing separate from the nations, the land 'abo unds' with 
"the children of fo rcigners"-doubtlcss, foreigners who In· 
troduce ungodly practices to God's people. 

" :-.Joting the current economic prosperity and the mJl· 
Itary strength of Judah under King Uzzlah, Isaiah states: 
"Their land Is filled with silver and gold, and there Is no Ifm­
It to their treasures. And their land Is filled with hones, and 
there is no limit to their choriots. " (Isaiah 2: l) Do the pe0-
ple thank Jehovah for such \o\'eaHh and military strength? 
(2 Chronicles 26:1 , 6-15) Far from II I Instead, they put 
their trust In the wealth Itsel f and turn away from Its 
Source, Jehovah God. The resu lt? '711elr land Is filled with 
valueless gods. To the work of one's hands they bow down, 
to that which one's fingers have made. And earthling mall 

4. Rather lhan auslng them 10 lhank Jehovah, how do riches and 
military nrenglh affect the Jews? 
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bows down, and man becomes low, and you cannot pos­
sibly pardon them, " (Isaiah 2:8, 9) They turn their faces 
away from the living God and bow down to li fe less idols, 

5 Bowing down can be a sign 'of humillty. But bowing 
down to lifeless things Is futile, making the idol worship­
er "low," degenerate. How can Je hovah p.udon such a sin? 
What will these idolaters do when Jehovah calls them to 
account? 

'Haugh ty Eyes Must Become low' 
6 Isaiah continues: HEnter into the rock and hide yourself 

in the dust because of the dreadfulness of Jehovah, and 
from his splendid superiority, " (Isaiah 2:10) But no rock 
will be big enough to protl'Ct them, no cover thick enough 
to conceal them, from Jehovah, lhe AJmighty. When he 
comes to execute his judgment, " tile haughty eyes of 
earthling man must become low, and the loftiness of men 
must bow down; and Jehovah alorle must be put on high in 
thatday."'-fsalah 2:1J, 

7 "The day belonging to Jehovah of armies" Is coming. It 
will be a time fo r God to express his anger "upon all the ce­
dars of Lebanon thor are lofty and lifted up and upon all 
the massive trees of Boshan; and upon off the fofty moun­
tains and upon all the hills that are lifted up; and upon 
every high tower and upon every fortified wall; and upon 
all the ships of Tarsh/sh and upon all desirable boats,'" (Iso­
iah 2:12-16) Yes, every organization raised up by man as a 
symbol of his pride and every ungodJy Individual will be 
given attention in the d.1.y of Jehovah's wrath. Thus, " the 
haughtiness of the earthling lIIan must bow down and the 

5, Why i~ bowing down to idols nOt un :lCI of humility? 
6, 7, (a) What happens to sclf-cl(alted ones on the day of Jehovah's 
judgment? (b) Upon what lind whom does Jehovah Cl(press hb an· 
ger, and why? 



52 lSiliIlIJ'.~ I'rophecr- Lisllt far All M(lIIkinril 

loftiness of men must become low; and Jehovah alone must 
be put on high in that day. N-Isaioh 2:11 

8 The foretold day of judgment comes upon the ]ev..'S 
in 607 B.C.E. when Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar de· 
strays Jerusalem. The inhabitants see their beloved city 
aflame, its proud buildings demolished, its mighty wall 
smashed. The temple of Jehovah is reduced to rubble. 
Neither their treasures nor their chariots amount to any­
thing on "the day belonging to Jehovah of armies." And 
their idols? It happens just as Isaiah foretells: "The value­
less gods themselves wilf pass away completely. N (Isaiah 2: 
18) The Jews-princes and mighty men included-are tak­
en into exile to Babylon. Jerusalem is to lie desolate for 70 
years. 

9 How sim ilar the condition of Christendom is to that of 
Jerusalem and Judah in Isaiah's day! Christendom has cer­
tainly cultivated a close relationship with the nations of 
this world. She is an enthusiastic supporter of the United 
Nations and has filled her house with idols and unscriptur­
al practices. Her adherents are materialistic and put their 
confidence in military might. And do they not view their 
clergy as worthy of great distinction, attributing to them 
titles and honors? Christendom's sclf-exa ltation will with­
out fail be brought to nothing. But when? 

The Impending "Day of J ehovah " 

10 The Scriptures point to a "day of Jehovah" that will be 
of fa r greater significance than tJle day of judgment upon 
ancient Jerusalem and Judah. The apostle Paul, under in­
spiration, associated the coming "day of Jehovah" with the 

8. How does the foretold day of ludgment COllle upon Jerusalem in 
607 H.C.t'? 
9. In wh3t way is the condition of Christendom similar to that of Je· 
rusalem and Jud3h in IS3iah's day? 
10. To what "day of Jehovah" do thl' apo~tles Paul and Peter point? 
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presence of the enthroned King jesus Christ. (2 Thessalo­
nhms 2:1, 2) Peter spoke of that day in connection with the 
establishment of 'new heavens and a new earth In which 
righteousness is to dwell.' (2 Peter 3:10-13) It is the day on 
which jehovah will execute his judgment upon the entire 
wicked system of things, including Christendom. 

11 uNas for the day," says the prophet Joel, "because the 
day of Jehovah is near, and like a despoiling from the Al­
mighty One it will come!" In view of the imminence of 
that "day," should not security during that fear- inspiring 
time concern everyone? "Who can hold up under it?" asks 
Joel. He answers: "jehovah wil l be a refuge for his people." 
(Joel 1:15; 2:11; 3:16) Will Jehovah God be a refuge for 
those who have a haughty spirit and who put their confi­
dence in riches, military migh t, and man-made gods? Im­
passible! God abandoned even his chosen people when 
they acted in this way. How vital that all of God's servants 
"seek righteousness. seek meekness," and examine seri­
ously the place of jehovah's worship in their lives!-Zeph­
aniah 2:2, 3. 

"To the Shrewmicc and to the Bats" 

12 How will Idol worshipers view their idols during jeho­
vah's great day? Isaiah answers: "People will enter into the 
caves of the rocks and into the holes of the dust because of 
the dreadfulness of Jehovah and from his splendid superior­
ity, when he rises up for the earth to suffer shocks. In that 
day the earthling man will throw his worthless gods of sil­
ver and his valueless gods of gold . .. to the shrewmice and 
to the bats, in order to enter into the holes in the rocks and 

U. (a) Who will "hold u p under" the upcoming "day o f Jehovah~? 
(b) How can we make Jehovah our refuge? 
12, 13. Why Is It fItting for the Idol worshipers to throw their gods 
~ to the shrewmice and to the bats~ on the day of Jehovah? 
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into the clefts of the crags, because of the dreadfulness of 
Jehovah and from his splendid super iority. when he r ises up 
for the eartll to suffer shocks. For your own sakes, hold off 
from the earthling mall, whose breath is ill his nostrils, for 
on what basis is he himself to be takell into account?H - Isa­
iah 2:19-22. 

13 Shrewrn ice live in holes in the grou nd, and bats roost 
in dark and desolate caves. Moreover, where a large num­
ber of bats roost in one place, there is a repulsive smell and 
a buUdup of thick layers of droppings. C<lsting idols into 
such places is flltl ng. A place of darkness and uncleanness 
is all that they deserve. As for the people, they will seck 
refuge in caves and clefts in the rock on the day of Jeho­
vah's judgment. So the fate of the idols and their vIlorship­
ers will be the same. True to Isaiah's prophecy, li feless idols 
saved neither lheir worshipers no r Jerusalem from Ncbu­
chadTl czzar's himds in 607 S.C.E. 

14 During the com ing day of Jehova h's judgment upo n 
Christendom and other segments of the world empire of 
false religion, what will people do? Faced with deteriowt­
ing conditions earth wide, most lVill likely come to realize 
that their idols are valueless. [n place of these, they may 
well seek refuge and protection in nonspiritual. earthly 
organizations, perhaps includi ng the United Nations, the 
"scarlet-colored wild beast" of Revelation chapter 17. It is 
"the ten horns" of that sym bolic wild beast that wil l de­
stroy Ilabylon the Great, the worl d empire of false religion, 
of wh ich Christendom is a significan t parl.-Revelation 17: 
3,8-12, 16,17. 

14. During the up<:oming day of Jch()vah'~ judgment upon the world 
empire of fal~e rl'llgion, what w!!l world ly-minded men do? 

On " the day of Jehovah," 
tile world empire of false religiotJ will be devastated 
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IS Although the devastating and burning of Babylon the 
Great may be the direct work of those symbolic ten horns, 
it Is, in fact, the exemtion of Jehovah's judgment. Concern­
ing Babylon the Great, Revelation 18:8 states: "That is why 
In one day her plagues will come, death and mourning and 
famine, and she will be completely burned with fire, be­
cause Jehovah God, who judged her, Is strong." So to Jeho­
vah God, the Almighty, goes the credit for liberating man­
kind from domination by false religion. As Isaiah states, 
"Jehovah alone must be put on high in that day. For it is the 
day belonging to Jehovah of armies."- lsaiah 2:l1b, 12a. 

'Leaders Are Causing Yo u to Wa nder' 

16 For a human sodety to be stable, it must have 
its "support and stay"-such necessities as food and wa­
ter and, more important, trustv-:orthy leaders who are able 
to guide the people and maintain social order. Concern­
ing andent Israel, though, Isaiah forete lls: "LookJ the true 
Lord, j ehovah of armies, is removing from j erusalem and 
from judah support and stay, the whole support of bread 
and the whole support of water, mighty man and warrior, 
j udge and prophet., and practicer of divination and elder­
ly man, chief of fifty and highly respected man and coun­
selor and expert in magical arts, and the skilled charmer. " 
(Isaiah 3:1-3) Mere boys wilt become princes and rule ca­
priciously. Not only will the rulers oppress the people but 
" the people will actually tyrann;ze one over the other . .. 
They wilf storm, the boy against the old man, and the light­
ly esteemed one against the one to be honored. N ( Isaiah 3: 
4, 5) Children "storm" against their elders, lacking respect 
for them. So low will be the condition of life that one will 
say to another who has no qualification for rulership: "You 

IS. How will Jehovah alone ~be put on hlgh W In his day of judgment? 
16. (a) What constitute the ~support and stay~ of a human society? 
(b) How will lsalah's people suffer from thl! removal of the ·support 
and stayff of their society? 
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have a mantle. A dictator you ought to become to tiS, and 
this overthrown mass should be under your hand." (Isaiah 
3:6) But the ones tllUS invited will reruse, insisting that 
they have neither the ability to heal the wounded land nor 
the wealth to handle the responsibility. They will say: "I 
shall not become a wound dresser; and in my house there 
is neither bread nor a mantle. You men must not set me as 
dictator over the people. " - Isaiah 3:7. 

17 Isaiah continues: "Jerusalem has stumbled, and Judah 
itself has fallen, because their tongue and their dealings 
are against Jehovah, in behaving rebelliously in the eyes of 
his glory. The very expression of their faces actually testifies 
against them, and of their sin like that of Sodom they do tell. 
They have not hidden it. Woe to their soul! For they have 
dealt out to themselves calamity." (Isaiah 3:8, 9) God's peo­
ple have rebelled agai..rut the true God in words and deeds. 
Even the shameless and unrepentant expressions on their 
faces expose their sins, which are as disgusting as those of 
Sodom. They are in a covenant with Jehovah God, yet he 
will not change his standards for them. " It will be well with 
the righteous one, for they will eat the very fruitage of their 
dealings. Woe to the wicked one!-Calamity; for the treat­
ment rendered by his own hands will be rendered to him! As 
for my people, its task assigners are dealing severely, and 
mere women actually rule over it. 0 my people, those lead­
ing you on are causing you to wander, and the way of your 
paths they have confused. N -Isaiah 3: 10-12. 

18 To the elders and the princes in Judah, Jehovah 'passes 
sentence' and 'enters into judgment': " You yourselves have 

17. (a) In Ivhal sense was the sin of Jerusalem and Judah ~l!ke that 
of Sodomn? (b) Whom does Isaiah blame for the condition of hls 
pt!ople? 
18. (a) What judgment does Jehovah pronounce upon the elders 
and the princes of isaiah's day? (b) lNhat lesson do we learn fromJe· 
hovah's judgment of thl! ciders and the princes? 
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burned down the vineyard. What was taken by robbery 
from the afflicted one is in your houses. What do you men 
mean in that you crush my people, and that you grind tile 
very faces of the afflicted ones?" ( Isaiah 3:13-15) Instead of 
working for the welfare of the people, leaders engage in de­
ceitful practices. They misuse their authority by enriching 
themselves and depriving the poor and needy. But these 
leaders must answer to Jehovah of armies for their oppres­
sion of the afflicted. What a warning this is to those in po­
sitions of responsibi lity today! May they be ever careful not 
to misuse their authority. 

19 Christendom-particularly her clergy imd principal 
ones- has fraudulently acquired much that should belong 
to the common people, whom she has oppressed and con­
tinues to oppress. She has also beaten. persecuted, and mal­
treated the people of God and has brought great reproach 
upon Jehovah's name. [n his due time, Jehovah will cer­
tain ly enter into judgment against her. 

"A Brand Mark 
Instead of Prettiness" 

20 After denouncing the wrongs of the 
leaders, Jehovah turns to the women 
of Zion, or Jerusalem. Apparently for 
reasons of fashion, "the daughters of Zion" 
wear "step chains"-chainlel~ fastened to 
t heir ank les-which make a melodious Un­
kling sound. The women restrict their stride 
and walk along "with tripping steps," cultivat­
ing what might be considered a genteel fem­
inine gait. What, if anything, is wrong with 

\9. Of what ()ppre~s ion and per~ecutlon has Chris­
tcmlom bt.'tm gu!!ty? 
20. Why does Jehov<lh denounce "the d<lughters of 
Zioll~? 



" 
this? It is the attitude of these women. Jehovah says: '7he 
daughters of Zion have become haughty and they walk with 
their throats stretched forth and ogling with their eyes. " (Isa­
iah 3:16) Such haughtiness does not escape retribution. 

21 Hence, when Jehovah's judgment comes upon the 
land, these haughty "d,Lughters of Zion" will lose every­
thlng-even the beauty of which they are so proud. Jeho­
vah prophesies: "Jehovah also will actually make the crown 
of the head of the daughters of Zion scabby, and Jehovah 
himself wiff lay their very forehead bare. In that day Jeho­
vah will take away the beauty of the bangles and the head­
bands atJd the moon-shaped ornaments, the eardrops and 
the bracelets and the veils, the headdresses and the step 
chains and the breastbonds and tile 'houses of the soul' 
[probably perfume receptacles] and tile ornamental hum­
ming sllells [or, charmsJ, the finger rings and the nose rings, 
the robes of state and the overtunlcs and the cloaks and the 
purses, and tile hand mirrors and the undergarments and 
the turbans and the large veils." (Isaiah 3: 17-23; see foot­
notes.) What a tragic reversal! 

Z2 The prophetic message goes on to say: "Instead of bal­
sam oil there wiff come to be merely a musty smell; and in­
stead of a belt, a rope; and instead of all artistic hair ar­
rangement, baldness; and instead of a rich garment, a 
girding of sackcloth; a brand mark instead of prettiness. " 
(lsaiall 3:24) In 607 D.C.E., the proud women of Jerusalem 
fall from wealth to poverty. They lose their freedom and re­
ceive "a brand mark" o f slavery. 

liS he Will Certainly Be Cleaned Out" 

2J Speaking now to the city of Jerusalem, Jehovah 

21. How does Jehovah's judgment of Jerusalem affect the Jewish 
women? 
22. Hesldes their ornaments, what else do the women of Jcru~alelll 
lose? 
23. What does Jehovah proclaim concerning Jerusalem? 
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proclaims: "By the fWOrd YOII( own men will (all, and your 
mjghtiness by war. And her entrances will have to mourn 
and express sorrow. and she will certainly be cleaned out. 
She will sit down on the very earth, N (Isaiah 3:25, 26) The 
men of j erusalem, even her mighty ones, will be s lain in 
bmtle, The city wiU be leveled to the grmmel, For "her eo­
trances," it wiU be a Lime to "mo urn and express sorrow." 
jerusalem will be "cleaned out" ;lOd laid desolate. 

24 The loss of men by the sword will have drastic con­
sequences for the women of ]e rus..11elll . Concluding this 
part of his prophetic book, Isaiah foretells: "Seven wom­
en will actually grab hold of aile man In that day, say­
Ing: 'We shall eat our own bread and wear ollr OWtl man­
tles; otlly may we be called by your name to take away 
our reproach. '" (Isaiah 4: 1) TIle shortage o f marriageable 
men wilt become so severe that several women will attach 
themselves to one man in order to be called by his name 
- that is, to be publicly known as his wives-and thus be 
frL,(, of the reproach of being without a husband. The Mo­
s;llc Law required that ,I husband provide sustenance and 
clothing for his wife. (E.xodus 21:10) However, agreeing to 
'eat thei r own bread and wear their own clothing,' these 
women arc willing to rclease the man from his legal obli­
gations. What a desperate situation for the once haughty 
"daughters o f Zion"! 

25 jehova h humiliates self-exalted ones. In 607 B.C.E., he 
does indeed make the haughtiness of his chosen people 
"bow down" and cause their " loftiness" to become " low." 
May true Ch ristians never forget that "God opposes the 
haugh ty ones, but he gives undeserved kindness to tbe 
humble ones."-james 4:6. 

2'1 . The Il»s o f men by the sword has whut dr;lstlc t"O nsequences for 
Ihe women of Je rusalem? 
25. What Is In the offing for self-exulted one.~? 



CHAPTER SIX 

Jehovah God Has Mercy 
on a Remnant 

Isaiah 4 :2--6 

A VIOI.ENl' storm descends upon it densely populaled rc· 
glon. SITOng winds, torrential rains, :lI1d heavy flooding 
cui a wide SWflth th rough the land, dcstroylng homes, 
dnmagl ng crops, and cJfl im ing llves. But' soon the sta nn 
passes, and in Its aftermath a period o f calm sets in. For 
those who have survived, it is a time for restoralio n and re­
building. 

2 The prophet Isaiah forcteUs someth ing sim ilar concern­
Ing j lldah and jerusalem . The storm clouds of divine judg· 
ment fire moving ominously closer- and with good rea­
son! The guilt o f the nation is h eavy. Both the rulers and 
the people have fi lled the land with Injustice and blood­
shed. l1trough Isaiah, jehovah lays barcjudah's guilt and 
warns that He \vill execute judgment o n that delinquent 
naUon. (Isaiah 3:Z5) The land of Judah will be lert com­
pletely desolate In the wake of this storm . That prospect 
mllst sadden Isaiah . 

l llu t there Is good news! The storm o f Jehovah's righ­
teous ludgment will pass, and a remnant will survive. 
Yes, Jehovah's judgment of Judah will be tempered with 

I, 2. The pl'O']lhl't Isaiah foretells what coMt'rnlng Judah and Jeru­
~lelll 7 

1. Whll! l!Cood news does the Insplrl'fJ mcssage at ISlllah 4:2·6 oon­
taln? 



" 
mercy! Isaiah 's inspired nU,'ssagc recorded al Isaiah 4:2--6 
looks ahead to this blessed lime. It is as jf the sun breaks 
out from behind the douds; lhe scene sh ifts from the 
sights and sounds of judgment- described at Isaiah 2:6 
-4: I-to a beautifully renewed land and I>copie. 

" Isaiah's prophecy regarding the restoration of a rem· 
nanl and their subsequent security also fi nds a fulfi llment 
In o ur timc-"the final part of the d;lys." (Is.liah 2:2-4) Lel 
us discuss this timely message, for not on ly docs it have 
prophetic significance bul it also leaches us about Jeho­
vah's mercy and how we as individuals might cc..'Cdvc it. 

'The Sprouting of Jehovah' 

5 Isa iah's tone becomes warm as he looks beyond the 
coming tempest to a more peaceful time. He wrlles: 
"In that day what Jehovah makes sprout ["the sprouting 
(sprout) of Jehovah," footnote] will come to be for deco­
ratio" and for glory. and the fruitoge of the lond will 
be something to be proud of and something beautiful for 
those of Israel who have escaped. "-Isaiah 4:2. 

6 Isaiah here speaks of restoration. The Hebrew noun 
rendered Hsprout" refers to 'that which springs lip, .. 
ShOO!, a branch.' It is associated with prosperity, In-
0'C'asC', and blessings from Jehovah. Isaiah th us pain l.S .. 
picture of hope- the approachi ng desolation will not 
last forever. With Jehovah's blcssi ng, the o nce-prosperous 

4. Why should we discuss isaiah's proplu .. 'C)' o f the restoration of:l 
remnant? 
S, 6. (a) 1101\' does Isaiah describe the peaceful time that follows 
the CQming tcmJlC!it? (b) What Is the mCdlllng of the term "sprout," 
and what does thiS indicate about the 'OInd of Judah? 

A storm of div/He judgment is coming upon Judol, 





land of Judah will again bring forth abundant fruitage.· 
- Leviticus 26:3-5. 

7 isaiah uses vivid terms to describe the grandeur of the 
trllilsforma tion that lies ahead. The sprouting of Jehovah 
will "be for d('("Oration and for glory," The word "decora· 
tlon" calls to mind the beauty o f the Promised Land when 
Jehovah gave It to Israel centuries ear1ler, It was so beau­
tiful that it was conSidered "the decoration r" I ~>wc l." New 

• Some ~chola rs suggest that the phrase 'SI)rout of Jl.' h()\'ah' il an al· 
luslon 10 the Me.uiah, who would no t appear unt il alter thl.' reslortl· 
lio n of Jcrusalem. In the Aramaic Targu ms, the pllraphrn~c of th l~ cx· 
prc~slon reads: "The Messiah [Ch risti or Jehovah." lruerestl tll::l y, the 
snrne Hebre'W noun (tse'lI/uclJ ) Is la ter u~ed hy JereJl1l~ h when 111.' 
speaks of the M('SsJah ns Na righteous sprout" rub t'{\ up 10 Davld.-Jer· 
tintah 23:£; 33:1£. 

7. In I\'hal way will the sprouting of Jehovah "00 for decora tion and 
ror glory"? 



Am ericall BiIJleJ of all the lands." (Hzckicl 20:6) Isaiah's 
words thus assure Ihe pl.'ople that the land o f Judah will be 
reston>d to its former glory and beauty. indeed, It will be 
like a crowning Jewel o n the e .. n h . 

S Who, though, wil l be on hand 10 enioy the re­
stored beauty o f Ihe land" "Those of Israel who have es­
caped," writes ISliiah. Yes, some will su rvive the humil­
iating destruction previo usly foreto ld. (Isnlnh 3:25, 26) A 
remn nn t of the survivors will Tetun l loJ udah and share in 
its. restoration . For Ih ese rehlrnees- "Ihe esc<l pl."<I ones"­
the abundant produce o f thl'ir rl'Slo rt.'d lillld will become 
"somet hing to be proud of and somethi ng beautiful." (Isa­
iah 4:2; footnote) The humllliltion of desolation will give 
way to a renewed sense of pride. 

9 True to Isaiah's wo rds, the storm o f iudgment arrived 
in 607 B.C.!::. when the Uabylo ni,ms destroyed Jerusalem 
im d many Israelites perished. Some survived and were tak­
en into exile In Uahylon, but If it had nol' been for God's 
mercy, there would have heen no survivo rs ,It all. (Nehe­
m iah 9:3 l) Evcnt'ual ly, Jmla h Wil!i left completely desolate. 
(2 Chro nicles 36:17.2 1) Then, in 537 B.C. I:", the God of 
mercy a llowed "esCtlped o nes" 10 return to Judah in order 
to restore true wo rship." (Ezra 1:1·4; 2: 1) The heartfclt re­
pentance o f these fCturn lng exiles is beau tifu lly expressed 

• "T he escaped one.~" Included SOUl !.' who hnd bt'CO Uol!l In exile. 
These <.:ou ld !K' (on~ldi.'rCd III hn~ ~ i.'.'K"dp.."'(I," )Io(t ' hey would ni.'V­
e r h;]\'c b(:(!n born If th (' lr nnceslOrs h lld not survl\'('d the dl'St ru(tlon . 
_ Ezra 9: l:i· \ 5j compare I lcbrews 1:Y. 10 . 

S. Who will I)C n il hand to enlo)' the res lorell heaUl)' of the 1~ I, d, 
and hoI\' doc'S Isaiah lI c~crlllC lhl'lr fcelhlg!? 
9. (a) In ru llillmenl o r Is aI3h '~ lVortb, whal h~pfX!ncd in 537 11.C.F-? 
Ill) Wh)' mil)' II be ~ald t h ut ~Ihi.' escaped Olll'S" Include ~()me who 
113\"(' been born In exile? (See (OOCno l('. ) 



" 
In Psa lm 137, whicb \,/ .. 5 likely written du ring tile captivity 
or shortly thereafter. Back in Judah they Llilcd the soli and 
sowed seed in the land. TIlin k o f how they must have felt 
when they Sc1W that God was blessi ng thei r effofts, Clusing 
the land to sprout like the fruitfu l "garden of Edcn"!-Eze­
kiel 36:34~36. 

JO A similar restoration has taken place in OUf day. £.1r­
Iy in the 20th century, the Bible Student's, as Jehovah's 
Witnesses were then known, came Into spirltllill captivi­
ty to "Babylon the Great," the world empire of false re­
lig ion. (Revelation 17:5) Although having re!ected many 
fa lse religious teach ings, the Bible Students were stili taint­
ed by certain Babylonish ideas and practices, As a result 
o f clcfl,'Y-inspired opposition, some or them were literally 
imprisoned. Their spiritual land-their religious, or spi ri­
tual, estate-was left desolate. 

11 llut in the spring of 191.9, Jehovah had mercy on t hi s 
remllant of spiritual Israelites. (Ga latians 6: 16) ~Ie saw 
their repe ntance and their desire to wo rsh ip him in truth, 
so he brought about their release from I1tcra l Imprison­
ment and, more important, from spi ritual captivity. Thl"SC 
"cscaped ones" were restored to their God-g iven spiritual 
estate, which he caused to sprout abundantly. This spiritu­
al estate has presented an Invit ing, aUfillt lvc appearance, 
which has d rawn millions of other God-feilrl ng people 1'0 
jo in the remnant in true worship. 

12 Isaiah's words here magni fy the merty that God has 
toward his people. Although the Israelites as a nation 

10, II. (al In what waywCfe the Bible Studl!nt~ In ClIp tlvlt)· to ·B~b· 
yion the Great" early In t he 20th century? (b) How dldJchovnh Ule.u 
the rem nant of spirit\la l braditn? 
12. How do Isaiah's words m~nlfy t he lIlelC}' that Jehovah hll) to. 
\Youd his people? 
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turned aga inst jehovah, he had mercy on a repentant 
remnant. We can draw comfort from knowing that even 
those who err seriously can return 10 j ehovah with hope. 
Repentant ones need not feci· that they are beyond jeho­
vah's mercy, for he docs not relect a contrite heart. (Psalm 
51:17) TIle Bible assures us: "Jehovah Is merciful and gra­
cious, slow to anger and abundant In loving-kindness. As 
a father shows mercy to his sons, j ehovah has shown mer­
cy to those fearing him." (Psalm 103:8, 13) Surely, such a 
merciful God deserves ail ou r praise! 

A Remnant Decornes Ho ly to Jehovah 

13 We have already been introduced to the remnant that 
would be shown mercy by Jehovah, but now Isaiah de­
scribes them in more detail. He wriles: " It must occur that 
the ones remainin9 /n Zion ond the ones leh over in Jerusa­
lem will be said to be Iloly to him, everyone written down 
for life in Jerusalem," - Isaiah 4:3. 

14 Who are "the ones remaining" "ocl "the om .. os left 
over"? They arc the escaped oncs mentioned in the pre­
ceding verse- the Jewish exties who will be permitted to 
return to Judah. Now Isaiah shows why Jehovah will have 
mercy o n them-they will "be ho ly to him." Ho liness 
means "religious cleanness o r puri ty; sacredness," To be 
holy Involves being clean, or pure, In word and action, 
to measure up to Jehovah's standard o f what Is righ t and 
proper. Yes, jehovah will have mercy on those who are 
"holy to him," and he will allow them to return to "the 
holy City," Jerusalem.-Nehem lah 11:1. 

13 .. As recorded 011 Isaiah 4:3, how dots 1~ 3iah deKrlbe Ihe remnant 
that would be shown nlercy by Jehovllh? 
14 .. Who are "Ihe ones remll ln lns'" lind "Ihe nnes leI! o\1! r; and why 
will Jehovah have m~rcy o n Ihem? 
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15 Will this faithfu l remnant remain there? They wilt be 
"written down for life in Jerusalem," promises Isaiah . 11,15 
reminds us of the Jewish custo m of keeping careful reg­
Isters o f Israel 's families and tribes. (Nehemiah 7:5) To be 
written In a register meant to be alive, for when a per­
son died, his name was removed. In a lher parts of the 
Bible, we read of a figurative register, or book, con taining 
the names of those whom Jehovah rewards with li fe. But 
this book receives names cond itionally, for Jehovah CMl 
'wipe oul' names. (Exodus 32:32, 33; Psalm 69:28) Isaiah's 
IfoIOrds, then, imply a sobering warning- the returnees 
may continue living in their restored land only If they re­
main ho ly in God's sight. 

16 In 537 S.C.E., the remnant that returned to Jerusalem 
did so \'lith a pure motive- to restore true worship. No one 
contaminated by pagan religious practices or by the un­
clean conduct that Isaiah had so forcefully warned agu lnst 
had a right to return. (Isaiah 1:15-17) Only those whom 
Jehovah viewed as holy could head back to Judah. (Isa­
iah 35:8) Similarly, since their release from spiriWaJ ("Jp ­

tivily in 1919, the anointed remnant, now joi ned by mil­
lions of "other sheep"- those with the hope of everlasting 
li fe on earth- have made every effort to be holy in Gocl's 
sight. Oohn 10:16) They have rid lhemselves o f Babylon­
Ish teachings and practices. Individually, they strive to 
hold to God's high standards of morality. (1 Peter 1:14-16) 
Jehovah's mercy on them has " ot been In vain. 

15. (a) The expression ~wrillen down for life In Jeruulenl " remI nds 
us of what jewish custom? (b) What sobering warning dO IsaIa h's 
words Imply? 
16. (a) What did jehovah require of those whom he permitted to 
head back to judah in 537 lI.e .E.? (b ) Why can It be said thllt J~ho­
vah's mercy on the anointed remnan t and the "ot her )hecp" h» flOt 
been In vain? 



'~/lOval' God Haj Merq (UI fJ Hrmmlllt " 
17 Recall that Jehovah notl"Cl those In Israel who were 

holy and that he 'wrote down their names fo r life.' Today, 
too, Jehovah notices our endeavors to be clean in mind 
and body as we ' present o ur bodies a sacri fice living, holy, 
acceplable 10 God.' (ltomans 12:1) And all who follow 
such a life course are recorded by God In his "book of life" 
-the figurative record contalnh~ the nallles of those who 
are in line to receive everlasting life, either In heaven or on 
earlh. (Philippians 4:3; Malilchi 3: 16) Let us, then, do our 
utmosllo remain holy In .od's eyes, fo r then we may keep 
o ur names in thill precio us "book."-RcvcIMion 3:5. 

A I}romlse of Loving Care 

18 Next Isaiah shows how the Inhabitants of the restored 
land will come to be holy and what blessi ngs await them. 
He says: .... When Jehovah will have washed away the ex­
crement of the daughters of Zion and he will rime away 
even the bloodshed of Jerllsalem from withIn l1er by the 
spirit of judgment alld by the spirit of btlrning down, Jeho­
vah will also certainly creote over every established place 
of Mount Zion and over her convention place a cloud by 
day and a smoke, and the briglltness of a flaming fire by 
night; because aver all the glory there will be a shelter_" 
- Isaiah 4:4, S. 

19 Earl ier Isaiah rebuked "the daughters o f Zion," whose 
mo ral corruptio n was hidden beneath their showy o rna­
ments. He also exposed the bloodgull t o f the people gen­
erally, urging them to wash themselv~. (Isaiah 1 :15, 16; 
3:16-23) Here, though, he looks ahead to the time when 
God h imself will have "washed away the excrement," or 

17. Whose names does }d lOvah wri t In h is - book of life,· and what 
should Ivt be delermlned to do? 
18, 19. According to Isaiah ":4, 5, what cleansing Is to be eifl"Ctcd 
by Jehovah, and how will It be .ccompJl5hfli? 
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rnoral filth, and 'cleansed the bloodstains.' (Isaiah 4:4, 
New International Versioll) How will this cleansing bt! ef­
fected? Ily "the spirit of judgment" and by "the spirit of 
burning down." Thecoming destruction o f Jerusalem and 
the exile in Babylon will be blasts o f God 's judgment and 
burn ing anger on an unclean nation. The remna nt thai 
su rvives these calamities and returns ho me will have bccn 
humbled, refined. That is why they will be holy to JehO­
vah and re(civc mercy.- Compare Ma lachi 3;2, 3. 

20 Jehovah, through Isaiah, promises that he will take 
this cleansed remnant in to his loving carc. The expres­
sions "a cloud," "a smoke," and "a flaming fire" are remi­
niscent o f h ow Jehovah cared for the Israeli tes after they 

ZOo (a) Of what a re the expre!isioru -.. cloud, ~ -a $mo~.· and "a 
fla ming fi re- reminiscent? (b ) Why will the purged exiles nat need 
10 fear? 
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left Ej;ypt. A "pilt:l rof lire ill1l1 cloud" pmh..'Cted them from 
the pu~uillg Egyptians; 11 abo led thel11 In the wJlderness. 
(Exodus 13:21,22; '4 :19,20,24) When jchovilh m:mi­
fClI tl.'(1 hi msdf al Mount Sinai, the mounldin "smoked all 
over," (~):()(Ius 19: 18) The clcall'icd exlll"i, then, will not 
need to fea r. Jehovah will be their Protector. He will lx' 
with them whether they J.;athl'r in tlH.'lr own hOllles or 
OK'C\ together in holy conventions. 

21 ISil iah <:oncludl'S his dCM:riplion of d ivi ne pnm .. 'Clion 
by focusing on c"crydilY l ife. He write,,: "There will come 
to be 0 boot" for a sllOde by day from the dry lleat. and 
for 0 reft/ge and for allidlng place from tile rainstorm and 
(rom the precipitation." (lsaiall 4:6) A bOOlh, or hul, was 
often built in a vineyard or in a field 10 provide much­
ncro('d shelter from the burn ing sun of the dry ~ason 
and from the (oid ,lI1d )torms of the rainy scasoll.-Com· 
parejol1ilh 4:5. 

22 When fitCed with the Korchlng heat of pef'S{'Cution 
and the S IOrnl~ of opposltlon, tile clca nsl'd remnant wili 
fmd Jehovah to he their Source o f protect io n, )l'Curity, .lIld 
refugl'. (!'",aim ~ 1 : 1 , 2; 121:5) A heautlfu l prospect is thus 
set before them: If they leave beh ind the unclean belief!> 
and practiCE'S o f Il.lhylon, suhmlt to the cleansing of Jeho­
\,ah's judgment. and C.'Il ciCilVQf to rem,,!n holy, thcywi ll re­
main safe, a5 if In "a boot h" of divine proll'( l lon. 

23 Notice that tirsl l'UlIl l,:) t he cleansing, then tile hle. .. s­
ings. '111i5 has proved true in our day. 1l.1Ck in 19 19 the 
anoi nted remnant humbly subm itted to being refined. 
;md Jehovah "washl'd il\Vay" their uncleanness, Si nce 

21, 22. tal A hool h, (If hul, w,u o rten buil l for wh;u purpose? 
lb) What pruspc:ct Is)(.'1 befo re Ihe dl.',m~l.'d I'l'lI1 l1 unt? 
23. Why hu Jl:' hOVllh blcul.'ll the al10hl\I.'U 1\'1111"'111 311d their cum· 
1);I 11101ls1 
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then, "a great crowd" of other shccp have also atlo\'\'Cd 
themselves to be cleansed by Jehovah. (Hcvclatlon 7;9) 
Thus cleansed, the rem nant and their companio ns h .. vc 
heen blessed-Jehovah has taken them into his protl:.'Ct lvc 
care. He docs not miraL"Uiolisly prevent the hell ' of perse­
cution or the stomlS of opposition from bearing down on 
them. But he does protect them, as If erecti ng over them 
'a boot h for shade and for 11 hiding place fro m the rai n­
storm.' How? 

24 Consider this: Some of the most powerful govern­
ments in history have banned the preaching work o f Je· 
hovah's Witnesses or have tried to elim inate them com· 
p letely. Yet, the Witnesses have remained fi rm and have 
continued to preadl without letu p! Why have m ighty na­
tio ns been unable to put a stop to the act ivity of Ihl~ rei­
;Itivcly small and seem ingly defenseless group of pe0-
ple? Because Jehovah has pl,lCed his clean serva nts In "a 
boot h" of protection that no human can lear down! 

25 What about us as individuals? Havi ng Jellovall as Ollf 
Protector does not mean that we have a problem-free life 
ill this system of things. Many faithfu l Christians (ace se· 
vcre adversities, such as poverty, natural d lsaslcrs, war, 
sickness, and death. When facing such distresses, let us 
never forget that our God is with us. He protect'S us spirilu­
<I lly, providing what we need-even "power beyond what 
Is normalH-to endure trials faith fully. (2 Corint h ians 4: 7) 
Sa fe In his presence, we need not fea r. After all, as lo ng as 
we do our best to keep ourselves holy in his sigh t, noth­
Ing "will be able to separate us from God's love."- Ro­
mans 8:38, 39. 

2~ . How Is It evident that Jd iOvah has blessed his people a1 3n or· 
lIanlla tion? 
25. WhM does having Jehovah as our Prote<tQr mean fo t U~ as Indl· 
vlduals? 



CIiAPTER SEVEN 

Woe to the 
Unfaithfu l Vineyard! 

isaiah 5:1·30 

hFOR exquisite beauty of langwlgc illld consummate 
skill in effective communication, th ls parable is virtual­
ly peerless." So said one Bible commen tator referring to 
the opening verses o f Isaiah chapter 5. Mo re than sim­
ply a wo rk of art, l!ia iah's wo rds paint a touching portrait 
o f the loving C"Jre that Jehovah has fo r his people. At the 
same time, these words warn us against things that dis­
please him. 

2 Isaiah 's parable begins: "Let me sing, please, to my be­
loved olJe a song of my loved one concerning /Jls vineyard. 
There was a vineyard tllat my beloved one came to have 
on a fruitful hillside. And Ile proceeded to digit up and to 
rid it of stones and to plant It wltlJ a choice red vine, and 
to build a tower In tl,e middle o( it And there wos also 
a winepress lhat "e hewed out in it And he kept hoping 
(or it to produce grapes, but It gradually produced wild 
grapes."-Isoioh S:J, 2; compare Mark 12: 1. 

The Care of th e Vi neyard 

3 Whether Isaiah lJt'erally sings th is parable to his lis­
teners o r not, It surely captures their attention. Most are 

I, 2. What does thc ~ bclO\-ro onc~ plant, but how doI:s it W(l\'C dis­
appolnting1 
3, .. . What lov1n3 ("Me Is cxpend«l on the vtncyard? 



probably familiar \\'ith the worl.. of planting 11 vinl'­
yard, and Isaiah's dcsniption is vivid and r<:aUstlc. Like 
vIne growers loday, the vlney.ltd owner pl'lIll 'i, not grape 
!>('(.'{Is, but iI "choice," o r rich, "red vi n(,"-.. cutllng or 
shoot from another vine. Appropriately, he pl .. nts th i .. 
vi neyard "on .. fruitful hillside, ~ a place where .. vineyard 
will thrive. 

4 It takes hard work 10 make .. vineyard produce. Isalilh 
d<.'s<:ribes the owner's 'd igging the land and ridding II o f 
siones'- tcdious, exhilusting ","'Ork! He l ikely uses the larg­
er stones o; to build a tower." In andent times sm:h towers 
scrved as stations for watchmen who guardl'(l Ihe crops 
agai nst thieves and an imals.· Also, he builds a stone wall 
to line the vinc}'ard terrnces. (lsaiall 5:5) This was com­
monly done to prevent the washing away ofvllallopslIil. 

5 I lavi ng worked so hard to protect his vineyard, the 
owner has evcr}' right to expect that it will hear fruit. In 
anticipation of thiS, he hews oul II winepress. But does the 
110pcd-fodwfVt!SI' materi tl li lc? No, tile vincy;ml produt:c~ 
wi id grapt'S. 

T h c Vineyard and I ts Owncr 

6 Who is the owner, and what is the viney;trel? The vine­
ya rd owner poinL<; to the answers to these questions when 
he himself speakS: "Now, 0 you inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and you men of Judah please judge belween me alld my 

• .\Onle schotlu belie\'C Ihal cht'aper lemporary Slru<lurn, ~tlch liS 
hoolhs, or hu tS, w~re fa r 1II0rt' colllmon than slone t o\\'er.~. (Isaiah 
I :8) The plnfmce o f a tower would imll e-.1I1! Lhat \ll1u~ual elTort~ hlld 
bl.'t' ll put forth by till' owner in bdmlf of hi, ""lnl"),ard.R 

5. Wliat does the owner pmperl~' l'xpect fmm hiS \1nt!')'ard, htU what 
dOC) he get? 
6, 7. ta) Who Is Ihe owner of Ihl' " Inerani. and what IJ Ihe ,'Inc· 
)"3n:11 (b) Whalludgment does Ihe owner 1II\'IIe1 
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vineyard. What is there yet to do for my vineyard thot I 
have lIot already done (n it? Why is It that I hoped for it 
to produce grapes, but it gradually produced wild grapes? 
And now, please, may I make known to you men what I 
am doing to my vi/Jeyord: n1ere will be a removing of Its 
hedge, and it must be destined for burning down. There 
must be a breaking dowll of its stone wall, and it must be 
destined for a p lace of trampling." - Isaiah S:3~5. 

7 Yes, Jehovah is thc o wner o f the vi neyard, and he has 
put himsetr, as it were, in a courtroom, asking for judg­
mcn t to be rendered between him and his disappoint­
Ing vl ncy,ml. Whot, the il, is the vineyard? The owner ex~ 
plains: 'The vineyard of Jehovah of armies is tbe house of 
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Israel, and the men of Judah ore the plantation of which 
he was fond. "- Isaiah 5:10. 

8 Isaiah calls Jehovah, the owner of the vineyard, "my 
loved one." (Isaiah 5:1 ) Isaiah can speak of God In such 
an Intimate way only because he has a close relationship 
with I-l im. (Compare job 29:4; rsalm 25: 14.) Howeve r, the 
prophet's love for God pales in comparison with the love 
God has shown for his "vlneyard"-the nation that he 
'planted:-Compare Exodus 15:17; Psalm 80:8, 9. 

9 Jehovah "planted" h is nation in the land o f Canaan 
and gave them his laws and regulations, which served 
as a wall to protect them from being corrupted by other 
nations. (Exodus 19:5, 6; Psalm 147:19, 20; Ephesians 2: 
14) Fu rthermore, Jehovah gave them judges, priests, and 
prophets to instruct them. (2 Kings 17: 13; Malachi 2:7; 
Acts 13:20) When lsrael was threatened by military ag. 
gression, Jehovah raised up deliverers. (Hebrews 11:32, 
33) With reason, Jehovah asks: "What is there yet to do 
for my vineyard that i have nol already done In It?" 

Identi fyi ng God 's Vineyard Today 

10 Jesus may have had Isaiah's words in mind when he 
gave the parable of the murderous rultlvators: "There was 
a man, a householder, who planted a vineyard and put a 
fence aro und it and d ug a winepress In It and erected a 
tower, and let it out to cultivators, and tmveled abro.ld." 
Unhappily, the cultivators betrayed the vineyard owner, 
even killing his son. Jesus went on to show that Ihls par­
able involved more than just literal Israel when he said: 

8. Whllt Is l lgnlflcanl aboul lsalah'$ calling JfhO'l.lh ~m)' loved onf~? 
9. How has JehO'lah treated his nat ion like.ll VlIlufd vlneyafd? 
10. \Vhat parable Involvl~ a vineyard did Jesus ,,1~1 
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"The kingdom of God will be taken from you [fleshly is­
raeli and be given to a nation producing Its fruits."-Ma t­
the\v 2 1:3341, 43. 

11 That new "natio n" proved to be "the Israel of God" 
- 0 spi ri tual nation of anointed Ch ris tlan.~ totaling 144,-
000. (Galatl.lns 6:16; I Pete r 2:9, 10; Revt!larion 7:3, 4)Je­
sus compared these disciples to "branches" o n "the true 
vine," namely. hlrnself, Naturally, these branches are ex­
pected to bear fruit. Uohn 15:1-5) They must manifest 
Ch ristlike qualities and partidpate In the work of preach­
Ing "this good news o f the Kingdom." (Matthew 24:14; 
Galatians 5:22, 23) But ever si nce the death of the twelve 
al>ostlcs, the great m ajority of those who claim to be 
branches of "the true vine" have proved to be counterfei ts 
-producing wild gmpes Instead of good (rults.-Matthew 
1],24·30,38, 39. 

12 Therefo re, 1~lah's co ndcmnation of Judah applies to­
day to Christcndom, A study of her history-her wars, 
her crusades, her InquIsItio ns-reveals just how sour her 
f!lllt has been! Nevertheless, th e true vineyard of anoint­
ed hrlsllans and thei r "great crowd" companio ns must 
heed Isaiah's words. (Revelation 7:9) If they are to please 
the vineyard's owner, they must, individually and as a 
group, produce fruits that please him. 

"Wild Grapes" 

13 Having gone to extraordinary lengths to nurtu re 
and cultivate his vineyard, Jehovah rightfully expects it 

II What spiritual vlney.rd !!xlsted In the I1r1Ot century, but what hap. 
p!!oi!d aft !!1 th!! dl'Ol.th of th!! apostlet? 
IZ. How do lul&h', words condemn Christendom, and wtullesson 
do they hold for true Chrlsthllu1 
13. What will Jthovah do to his vineyard because of Its produdng 
bad fru it? 
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to become "a vineyard o f foam ing wlnel" (Isaiah 27:2) 
However, instead of producing usable fruit, It produces 
"wild grapes," literally "stinking th ings" or "putrid (rot· 
ten) berries." (Isaiah 5:2; footnote; Jeremiah 2:21) There­
fore, Jehovah declares that he wW remove h is protective 
" hedge" from around the nation. The nation will be 'set 
as a thing destroyed' and will experience abandonment 
and drought (Read Isaiah 5:6.) Moses had warned that 
they would undergo such things if they disobeyed God's 
Law.-Deuteronomy 11 :17; 28:63, 64; 29:22, 23. 

14 God expects the nation to produce good (ruits. Isa­
Iah's contemporary Micah declares: "What is Jehovah ask­
Ing back from you but to exercise justice and to love kind­
ness and to be modest In walking with your God?" (Micah 
6:8; Zechariah 7:9) However, the nation fal ls to heed Jeho­
Vail 'S exhortation. "(God] kept hoping for judgment bu~ 
lookl the breaking of law,· for righteousness, but lookl an 
outcry." (Isaiah 5:7b) Moses p redicted that the unfaith­
ful nation would produce poisonous grapes from "the 
vine of Sodom." (Deuteronomy 32:32) LIkely, then, sex­
ual Immorality, induding ho mosexuali ty, Is part of their 
deviation (rom God's Law. (Leviticus 18:22) The expres­
sion "breaking of law" can also be rendered "outpOuring 
of blood." Such brutal treatment has no doubt resulted 
in jOan outcry" from mistreated ones-an outcry that has 
reached the ears o f the Planter o f the vi neyard.-Col11pare 
Job 34,28. 

IS Jehovah God is "a lover of righteousness and justice." 

14. What rruitage d~ Jehovah uped of his nallon, bul what dOl'S 
it produce Instead? 
15, 16. How can true Christians avoid producing Ihe bad frulll lhll l 
Israel produced? 



79 

(1'$ .. lm 33:5) l ie commanded the Jews: "You people must 
not do injustice In the judgment. You must not treat the 
lowly with pa rtiality. and you must not prefer the person 
or a great one. With justice you should ludge your asso. 
elate," (levitiCUS 19: 15) We must therefore shun partiali­
ty In our dealings with one another. never allowing such 
things as race, age, wealth, or poverty to colo r our judg­
ment o f people. Uamcs 2: 1-4) It is particu larly impor­
tant that those serving in positions of oversight 'do noth­
Ing according to a biased leaning,' always seeking to hear 
both sides of a matter before making judgment.-l Tuna. 
thy 5:21; Proverbs 18:13. 

16 Further, it would be c;.sy for Christians living in a 
lawless wo rld to develop il negative o r a rebellious atti­
tude toward godly standards. Ilut true Christians must be 
"ready 10 obey" God 's laws. Oames 3:17) Despite the sex­
lIal Im morali ty and v io lence of "' the prescnt wicked sys­
tem of things," they need to 'keep strict watch that how 
they walk Is not a5 11llwlsc but as wise persons.' (Galatians 
1:4; Ephcslml s 5: 15) They wan t to shun permissive views 
of sex, and when d lsilgrecmcnts arise, they should settle 
these without "anger and wrath and screaming and abu­
sive spce<.:h." ( ~phcs lans 4:31) By cultivating righteous­
nellS, trlU..' Christians bring honor to God and brain his 
favor. 

The Ilrice of Greed 

17 In verse 8, Isaia h is no longer quoting Jehovah's 
words, Condemning some of the "wild grapes" produced 
In Judah, he personally pronounces the first of sLx \\"OCS: 

"Woe to the ones Joining house to house, and those who 
annex field to field until there is no more room and you 

\7, What wicked conduct Is condemned In [utah'! firsl woe? 
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men have been made to dwell all by yourselves in the 
midst of the land! In my eors Jehovall of armies has 
sworn that many houses, though great and good, will be­
come an outright object of astonishment. without an in­
habitant For even ten acres of vineyard will produce but 
one both measure, and even a homer measure of seed will 
produce but an ephah measure," - Isaiah 5:8-70. 

18 In ancient Israel all land u ltimately belo nged to Je­
hovah. E.1ch family had a God-given inheritance, wh ich 
they could rent or loan out but never sell "I n perpe­
tuI ty .... (Levitirus 25:23) This law preventl..'<.! abuscs, such 
as real esta te monopolies. It also protected families from 
sinking too far into poverty. Some In Judah, however, 
were greedily breaking God's laws regarding property. MI­
cah wrote: "They have desired fi elds and have seIzed 
them; a lso ho uses, and have taken them; and they hav(' 
defrauded an able-bodied man and h Is ho usehold, a man 
lind his hereditary possession." (Micah 2:2) But Proverbs 
20:21 warns; uAn inheritance is being got by greed at fi rst, 
but its own future will not be blessed ," 

19 Jehovah promises to strip these greedy o nes o f their 
ill-gotten gain. The houses they exto rt will be Hwlthout 
an in habitant." The lands they covet will produce <I mere 
fractio n o f their capacity. Exactly how and when Ihls 
curse will be fulfilled is not stated. Likely It refers, a t least 
In part, to the conditions brought a ll by the fu tu re llab­
ylan ian exile.-lsaiah 27:10. 

2() ChrIstians today m ust abhor insatiable grcl.'(llI kc thn! 
manifested by some Israelites b' lck then . (Proverbs 27:20) 

IS, 19. How do IsaIah's contemporarle~ Ignore Jehovah'! ImvJ re­
gMdJ ng pmpeny, and what will be tile result fo r them? 
20. 1101'0' nn Chris tians today avoid Imitating the grl'(.'(ly II lt itude 
shown by some in Israd? 



" 
When material Ihlngs t';,kc on exaggerated Importance, 
it is easy to stoop to unscrupulous ways o f getting mon­
ey. One CQuid ea .. ily become ensnan.'(lln shady business 
deali ngs o r unrealistic get-rich-quick schemes. "He that is 
hasten ing to gain riches wi ll not rem.lln Innocent." (Prov­
erbs 28:20) How important It Is, then, to he con lent with 
what WI! havc! - I TImothy 6:8. 

The Snare of Q uesti o nab le 1~ lItcrtllinmcnt 

21 Next comes Isaiah's second woc: "Woe to those who 
orc getting up early In tile morning that they may seek just 
intoxicating riquor, who lire lingering lIlI/ate in the eve­
ning darkness so that' wine Itself Inflames theml And there 
must prove to be harp and Winged Instrument. tambou­
rine and flute, ond wine at their feasts; but the octivity of 
Jehovah they do not /001< at and the work of his hands 
they have nat seen. III- Isaiah 5:1 I, 12. 

22 Jehovah is "the happy God" and does not begrudge 
his servanl~ reasonable n.'(:reation. (1 Timothy I : II ) How­
ever, these plcasure-s.eekers go beyond all limits! "Those 
w h o get drunk are mually drunk ilt night," 5<l YS the Bible, 
(1 Thessalonians 5:7) !Jut the revelers of the prophecy be­
gin their drunken sp tee$ at daybreak and carry on drink­
ing into the even ing! They behave as if God did not exist, 
as if he wou ld not hold them accountable for their ac­
tions. 15<110h predicts .. dark fulll I"C forslich o nes. "My peo· 
pie will have to go into exile for lock of knowledgei and 
their glory will be famished men, and their crowd will be 
parched with tlJlrst. H (Isaiah 5:13) Ilec,llI5e of refusing to 
act according to true knowledge, God's covenant people 

21. What slm a~ t:Ond~ mlll'(l ln lsalph's ~ond woe? 
22. What lack or res traint b mmlifl'St In brill'\, and what will be the 
result (or the nOllon? 
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-the. high and the low- will go down Into Shl'OL-Read 
Isaiuh 5: 14-11 

23 "Revelries," or "wild parties," were also a pro blem 
among soml.' Christians in the Ilrst century. (Ga latians 5: 
21 ; IJ)'illgtOll; 2 Pete r 2: 13) So it is not su rprising Iha l some 
dl'(licated Christians today have shown poor judgment 
when it comes to social gatherings. Unll.'sLrained usc o f al­
coholic beverages hao; caused some to become loud and 
boisterous. (Proverbs 20: 1) There have even been those 
who behaved immorally under t he in fluence of excessive 
alcohol, and some gatherings have been allowed to go o n 
virtuillly all n ight, interfering with Ch ristiim ilctlvltles the 
next day. 

24 Balanced Christians, however, produce godly fruit 
and cxcrdsc restraint and moderation in their choIce of 
recreation . They ht."ed Paul 's advice found at Romans 13: 
13: "As in the daytime let us walk decently, not in revelries 
an d drunken bouts." 

Hating Sin and Loving Truth 

2S He,lf now 1s.:1 iah's third and fourt h wo<:s: " Woe to 
those drawing error with ropes of untruth, and as wit/I 
wagon cords sin; those who are saying: 'Let his work has­
ten; do let it come quickly, in order that we may see it; and 
let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw /Jeor and 
come, that we may know it! ' Woe to those who are say­
ing that good is bad and bad is good, those wilD are put­
ting darkness for light and IiglJt for darkness, those who 
ore putting bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! '" - Isaiah 
5"8-20. 

23, 24. What restraint and moderation an" Christians ClUed upo n 
10 show? 
25, 26. What wicked thinking by the isrJeJjtes does 1$31;.h eXI}(Jsc 
in his third ;md fourth woes? 
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26 What a vivid picture this pai nts of practicers of sin ! 
They arc altachl,.'tI to sin the way draft animals are tied 
to wilgons. ll1cse si nners do not fear ,IllY coming day of 
judgment. Mockingly they say: "Let [God's work) comc 
quickly]" Italher than submitting to God's Law, they twist 
Ihlngs, declaring that "good Is bad and bad is good." 
-Compare Jeremiah 6: 15; 2 Peter 3:3·7. 

27 Chrlslians today must avoid such an altitude at aU 
costs. Fo r examplc, they refuse to embrace the world's 
view o f fornication and ho mosexuality as acceptable. 
(Ephesians 4: 18, 19) True, a Christian might ' take a false 
step' that could lead to committing it serious sin. (Gala. 
tians 6: 1) The elders In the congregatio n are ready to 

27. Ilow can Ch, I~ l lanJ today avoid an att itude ilkI' that of the Isra· 
cllws1 

A sinner Is attached to sin like a draft animal to a wagon 



hel p those who have fall en and Il ee<.1 ilssislance. UmnL'S S: 
14, 15) With the aid o f prayers and Bible-uased counsel, 
spiritual recovery is possible_ Ot h erwise, there Is the dan­
ger of becoming "a slave of sin ." Uohn 8:34) Rather Ihim 
mocking God and losing m,'arem.'Ss o f the coming day o f 
judgment, Christians strive to remain "spotless and un­
blem ished" be fore Jehovah_-2 Peter 3: l4i Galatians 6:7, 8. 

28 Appropriately, Isaiah adds these final woes: " Woe to 
those wise in their own eyes and discreet even ill frollt of 
their own (aces! Woe to those who are mighty in drinking 
wine, and to the men with vital energy for mixing jntoxi~ 
eating liquor, those who are pronouncing the wicked one 
righteous in consideration of a bribe, and who take away 
even tile righteousness of the righteous one from llim!" 
(Isaiah 5:21 -23) These words were evidently addressed to 
those serving as judges in the land. Congregation elders 
today avoid seemi ng "wise in thelrown eyes." They hum­
bly accept counsel from fellow elders and adhere cl ose­
ly to o rganizational instructlons. (Proverbs 1 :5; 1 Corin­
th Ians l4:33) They are moderate in thei r use o f alcoho lic 
beverages, never indulging before carrying out congrega­
tion responsibilities. (Hosea 4:11 ) Elders also avoid giving 
even the appearance of showing favoritism . (James 2:9) 
How diFFerent from the clergy of Christendom ! Many o f 
these white\vash the influential and wealthy sinners In 
their mids t, in direct contrast to the apostle Paul 's warn­
ings at Romans 1:18,26, 27; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; and 
Ephesians 5:3·5. 

29 Isaiah concludes th is prophetic message by describi ng 

23. What sins are condemned In Isaia h's fina l .... 'Ues. and how can 
Chrbllans today avoid sudl siru? 
29. What cil lamllous end ilwaits JehO'o'ah's bracJile vineyard? 
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a calamitous end for those who "have reJeded the low of 
Jehovah" and have failed to bear righteous fruit. ( Isaiah S: 
24,25; Hosea 9: 16; Malachi 4:1) He declares: HUehovah) 
has raised up a signal to a great notion far away, and he 
has whistled to it at the extremity of the earth; and, look! 
in haste it will swiftly come in. J¥ - Isaiah 5:26,' Deuterono­
my 28:49; Jeremiah 5: 15. 

30 In ancient times a pole on a n e levated s ite cou ld serve 
as Na slgnaJ," or rallying point, for people or armies. (Com· 
pare Isaiah 18:3; Jeremiah 51:27.) Now Jehovah himself 
will taUy this unnamed "great nationN to execute his judg­
ment. · He will 'whistle to it,' that is, draw its attention to 
his wayward people as an object worthy of conquest. The 
prophet next describes the swift and terrifying onslaught 
of these l!onUke conquerers who will "grab hold of the 
prey, It that is, God's nation, "and bring II safely away'" into 
captivity. (Read Isaiah 5:27·300.) And what a sad result for 
the land o f Jehovah's people! "'One will aeltlo/ly gaze at 
the land, and, lookl there is distressing darkness,. and even 
the light has grown dark because of tile drops falffng on 
it." -Iselah 5:3Ob. 

31 Yes, the vineyard that God so lovingly planted proves 
itself to be barren-worthy only of destruction, What a 
powerful lesson Isaiah's words hold for aU who would 
serve Jehovah todayl May they strive to bear nothing 
but righteous fruit, to Jehovah's praise and to their own 
salvation! 

• In other prophl?des, Isaiah Identifies Babylon 4$ t he 11I1110n Ihl1l 6-
KUIe5 Jehovah's devaSlating ludgment on Judah. 

30. Who will rally -a greal nation- against Jehovah's people, and 
wl l h what outcome? 
31. I'low can true Christians avoid suaerlng t.he pu nishment Innlct­
cd o n Jehovah's Israelitl? vlneyoard1 
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Jehova h God Is 
in His Holy Temple 

_______ -C:halah 6: 1-13 

"IN THE year thot King Uuioh died I, however. got to 
see j ehovoll, sitting O f! a tllrone lofty and lifted up, and 
his skirts were fllflllg tile temple." (lsaioh 6: 1) With these 
words of the prophet, the 6th Chapter of the book of Isa­
iah begins. It is the year 778 B.C.E. 

2 Uzziah's reign of 52 years as ki ng of Judah was, for 
the most part, a brillia nt succt'S~. Doing what "was right 
in Jehovah's eyes," he enjoyed God's I>."tcking in his mil­
itary, building, .md agrk"Ultu ral ventu re". But his success 
also ca me to be his unduing. Eventuillly, his heart be­
came haughty, "so lhal he actl'd unfaithfully agal nslJeho­
vah his God and came into the temple of Jehovah to burn 
il1(:cnsc.~ Bec-dUSt:! of this presumpluous act and h is rage 
against the priests who censured him, Uzziah died a leper. 
(2 Chmnicles 26:3-22) It was about this time that Isaiah 
started his prophetic servlcc. 

3 We are not told where Isaiah is stalloned when he 
sees the vision. Bu t whilt he ~l'CS with his physical eyes 
is clearly a vision, Ilot <In aClu<l1 !jighting o f the Al­
mighty, as "no milll has seen God <I ' <lny tlme." (John 1: 
18; Exodus 33:20) Still, 10 see 1 he Creator, Jehovah, even 

1, 2. la) When docs Ihe (lmphel lsahlh Iccclw hb u~mple vision? 
(b) \ .... hy did King Uulah lose Jeho\'ilh 's favor? 
3. (a) 1>0e5 IsaIah aCluaUy Sl'C Jchovuh? 1:.x1)1;llu. (b) What scene 
does balah behold, and (or wllal reason? 
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in vision, is an awesome sight. Sitting o n a lofty throne, 
which symbolizes his role as everlasting King and Judge, 
is the Universal Ruler and Source of all rightfu l govern­
ment! The skirts o f his long, flowing robe fill the tem­
ple. Isaiah is being called to a prophetic service that wi ll 
magni fy Jehovah 's sovereign power and justice. In prep.1-
mtlon, he will be given a vision of God's holiness. 

" Isaiah provides no description of Jehovah's appearance 
in his vision-un like the visions reported by Ezekiel, Dan­
iel, and John. And those accounts all vary as to what is 
seen in heaven. (Ezekiel I :26-28; Daniel 7:9, 10; Revela­
tio n 4:2, 3) However, the nature and purpose of these vi­
sions must be borne in mind. They are not literal descrip­
tions of Jehovah's presence. Tbe physical eye (annot see 
what is spiritual, nor can the fi nite human mind compre­
hend the spirit realm. Hence, the visions present in hu­
mall terms the information Ihat is to be conveyed. (Com­
pare Revelation 1:1.) In 1s.1iah's vision a description of 
God's appearance is not ncce. .. sary. The vision Informs Isa­
iah that Jehovah is In his holy temple and thal he Is holy 
illld his judgment .. are pure. 

The Seraphs 

5 Ustcn ! Isaiah continucs: "Seraphs were standing above 
him. Each one had six wings, With two he kept his face 
covered, and with two he kept his feel covered, and with 
two he would fly about" (Isaiah 6:2) Isaiah chapter 6 Is 
the only place in the Bible whe re we rmd mention of ser­
aphs. Obviously, they arc angelic creatu res in Jehovah's 

4. (a> Why muM descriplions o f Jehovah ~n In vision and record· 
ed In the Bible be s)'1nboliC? (b) Whal is learned about Jehovah from 
Isaiah'!, 'lIs Ion? 
5. (a) Who ~re the seraphs, and whu does the term mean? (b) Why 
do the selaphs hide their faces and feN? 



/r /! owlll Goll lj Irr Ills /'/01" Templt 89 

service who wnk very h ighly in privileges and in ha n­
Of, being sta lloned about j ehovah's heavenly th rone. Un­
like proud King U7.1.lah, they occupy their pOSition in all 
humility an d modcsl'Y. Because o f being in the presence 
o f the heaven ly Sovereig n, theycovcr their faces with one 
sci o f wings; and wUh reverence fo r the holy locatioll, 
they l'Over their fI.'1.! t wit h another sct. Close to the Uni­
versal Sovereign, the seraphs are aU the more sclf.effad ng, 
)() as not to d istract fro m CrOcI's personal glory. The term 
"seraphs," me:mlng "fiery o nes" or "burning ones,'" sug­
gests that they r.1(lIate brightness, yet they hide thei.r faces 
from the greater brilliance and glory of jehovah. 

6 The seraphs u~ their third set of wi ngs for fl ying and, 
no doubt, to hover, or 'stand,' In their places. (Compare 
Deuteronomy 31 :15.} As to thei r position, Professor Franz 
Dclilzsch l'Olllmcn ts; "The scwphim wOllld not indeed 
tower ilOOve the head of "lim thilt sat upon the throne, 
but they hovered :Ibovc the ro be belo nging t'O Him with 
whi ch the hall WilS fi lled ," (ColI/ lllel/ tary Oil ti le Old Tcst{j­
Im'lIt) This seem s reasonable. They are "standing above/ 
not as superior to j ehovah, but as waiti ng o n him, obedi­
ent and ready 10 serve. 

7 LIsten, now, to those privileged seraphs! '71Jis one 
called to tllat one and said: 'Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah 
of armies. The fullness of all the earth is his glory.'''' (Isa· 
ioh 6:3) Their as.. .. ignment is to sec that Jehovah's holiness 
I .. decl:m .. '(1 and that his glor)' Is acknowled ged through­
ou t the universe, o f which the earth is a part. His glory 
is seen in all that he- created and will soon be discerned 
by all earth's Inhabitants. (Numbers 14:21; Psalm 19:1-3; 

6. WhM h thc l)Osllion of the scraphs In re lation 10 Jcho\'ah? 
7. la) What a)~lgnmcnt do the scr.lpht fulfill? (b) Why do the ser­
aphs d ... d!lre God's hoUnh5 thlft times? 
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Habakkuk 2: 14) The th reefold declamtlon, "holy, ho ly, 
holy," is no evidence of a Trin Ity. /Imber, It is ;1 th reefold 
emphasizing of God's holiness. (Comp.1rc Hl'velallon 4:8.) 
Jehovah Is holy to the superlative deg ree. 

~ Although Ihe number of seraphs is not mentioned, 
t here nlity be grou ps of seraphs ... tallo ned near the th ronc. 
[n melodiOUS song. they repeat one aft er another the dec­
lamlian of God's holiness and g lory. What result do we 
nOte? USlen again as Isaiah conti n ues: "The pivots of the 
tllresholds began to quiver ot the voice of the one call­
Ing, and tile house itself gradually filled with smoke. H (Isa­
Iah 6:4) In the Bible, smoke or a cloud often provides vis­
ible evidence of God's presence, (I!.xodus 19: 18; 40:34, 35; 
I Kings 8:10, tl ; Revelatio n 15:5-8) It denotes a glory to 
which we human creatures can nol upproach. 

Unworthy, Ve l C ICilllsed 

9 This vision of Jehovah's throne hilS a profound effect 
011 lsul,th. He records: "I proceeded to sar: 'Woe to me! For 
I am as good as brought to silence, because a man un­
clean in lips 10m, and in among a people unclean In lips I 
am dwelling; for my eyes have seen tile King, Jehovah of 
armies, himself"" (Isaiah 6:5) What a )otark contrastlhere 
Is between Isaiah and King Uu.lah! U1.1jah usurped thc 
po:,ition of the anointed priesthood and Impiously invud­
ed the Holy compartment of the temple. Although Uzzi­
<lh saw the golden lampstands, the goll/en altar of in­
l'Cnse, and the tables of "the bread o f Presence," he did 
not sec Jehovah's face of approval or receive any special 
commission from him. (l Kings 7:48-50; footnote) On the 

8. What reslllt~ from Ihe )er~ ll h5' dcd.u allons? 
9. (a) What effect does the vblon hlJV(! un Isaiah? (0) What contrMt 
Is evident between Is~iah and King Uulah? 



other hand, the prophet Isaiah does not brush aside the 
priesthood or trespass on the temple. Yel, he sees a vision 
o f j ehovah in his holy temple and Is hono red with a di· 
rect com mission from God. Wh ile the seraphs do not pre­
su me to look ulx m the enthroned Lord oflhe temple, lsa· 
iah Is allowed, in vision, to look upon "the King, j ehovah 
of armies, himself!" 

IOl'he contrast that Isaiah sees ix.'tWeen God 's ho liness 
and his own sinfu lness makes him feci most unclean. 
Filled wi th fear, he reasons that he will d ie. (Exodus 33: 
20) He hears the seraphs praise God with clean Ups, but 
his own lips arc unclean and arc further sullk'Cl by the 
undeanness of the lips of the people amo ng who m he 
dwells and whose speech he hears. j ehovah ls holy, and 
h is servants m ust refl ect that quaUty. ( I Peter 1:15, 16) Al· 
tho ugh Isaiah has already been chosen as a spokesman 
fo r God, he is struck with the reallZo:1tlOll o f his sin ful 

10. Why does Isal ilh rloel d read at setlng the vis ion? 



c:ondlLion and lacks the clean Ups befi tting 3 spokesman 
o f the glorious and holy King. What wl1llhe heavenly re­
sponse be? 

II Instead of banish ing lowly isa iah from before j eha­
vil h's presence, the seraphs act to help him. The record 
states: HAt that. one of the seraphs flew to me, and in his 
hond there was Q glowing coal that he fwd taken with 

II . (a) What does one of the seraphs do, anti what docs t hl~ action 
symbolize? (b) How can reflt'Ct!ng nIl \Vlml Ihc )~rnph ICUS Isaiah 
help U.\ when WI.' feel unworthy as God's 5trVBnU? 



" 
tongs off the altar. And he proceeded to toucll my mouth 
and to say: ' look! This has tOIKhed your lips, and your er­
ror has deparred and your sin Itself is atoned for,'" ( Isaiah 
6:6, 7) [n a symbolic sense, fire has purifying power. When 
applying the glowing coal from the ho ly fi rc of the altar 
to [5<1Iah'5 Hps, the seraph assures Isaiah tllat his sins have 
been atoned for to the extent necessary to enable him to 
receive God's favor and a commission. How reassuring Ihis 
is to liS! We too are sinful and unworthy to approach God. 
nu l wc have been redeemed by the merit of Jesus' ransom 
s,'lcrllicc and can receive God's favor and approach him in 
praycr.-Z Corinthians 5: 18, 21; 1 JOhI1 4:10. 

12 Reminding us again that this Is a vision Is the men­
t[on of "the altar." (Compare Revelation 8:3; 9:13.) There 
were two altars at the temple in Jerusalem. Just before the 
cu rtain o f the Most Holy was the sl1lall altar of incense, 
and in front of the en trance to the sanctuary was the large 
altar of sacrifice, where the fire was kept constantly burn­
Ing. (leviticus 6 :1 2, 13; 16:12, 13) But these earthly altars 
were typical, represe ntative of greater th in gs. (Hebrews 
8:5; 9:23; 10:5-10) It was fire from heaven that consumed 
the burnt offering upon the altar when the temple was 
inaugurated by King Solomon. (2 Chronicles 7: 1-3) And 
now II Is fife from the true, heavenly altar lhat removes 
the uncleanness of Isaiah's lips. 

13 Let us listen with Isaiah. " f began to hear the voice o( 
/ehoval, saying: 'Whom shall f send, and who will go (or 
us?' And f proceeded to say: 'Here I ami Send me."'(fsa­
ioh 6:8) The question propounded by Jehovah is dearly 
designed to elicit a TeSIX>nsc from Isaiah, as no other hu­
man prophet appears in the vision. It is un mistakably an 

12. What al tar doe5 Isaiah see, and what l~ the effect of fire? 
tJ. Whnt ques tion docs Jehovah propound, and whom does he In­
clude when he says "us"? 



" Here I amI Send me." 

Invitation ror Isaiah to be jehovah's messenger. Bul ..... hy 
does jehovah ask, "'Who will go for liS."" By switchi ng 
from the singular personal pronoun HI" to Ihe plural pro· 
nOlln "us," Jehovah now Includes at' least one other per· 
son with h imself. Who? Was Ihls not his only·begotten 
Son, who later became thc Inan jesus Christ? lndeed, It 
was th is same Son to whom God s.1id, "Let us make 
man In our image." (Genesis t :26; flroverbs 8:30, 31) Yes, 
alongside Jehovah in the heavcnly courts is his on ly­
begotten Son.-John 1:14. 

H IS<lI<lh does not hesitate to re5I>ond! Regardless orwhal 
the message might be, he Immediately replies: "Here I 

14. lIow doe5 Isaiah re5f"nd 10 Jthovah's Invitation. and what ex· 
aml)le does he: Set for us 
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am! Send me," Neit hl..' rdoes he ask what he migh t gain by 
accepting the assignment. I lis willing spirit is a nne exa m­
ple fo r a ll o f God's ~crvilnts today, who have the commis­
sion 10 prcilCh the 'good news of the kingdom in a ll t he 
inhabited earth.' (Matthew 24: 14) Ukc 1Si.liah, Ihey f,lith­
fully stick to their aSSignment and accomplish the ~wll­
ness to all the natio ns,H dl'Spite widC!\pread unresponsive­
ness. And they go forward with con fidencc, as d id Isaiah, 
knowing Ihat their commission hilS the highest author!­
zil tion. 

Isa ia h 's Commission 

IS Jehovah now o tll llnl'S what Isaiah is to say and what 
the reslx)I1Se will Ix:: "Go, and you musl say to tllfs people, 
'Hear again and again, 0 men, bul do not understand; 
and see again and again, but do not get OilY knowledge. ' 
Make dIe heart of this people unreceptive, and make their 
very ears IInrespomlve, and paste their very eyes together. 
that they may /Jot see willi their eyes and with tlleir ears 
they may not hear, alld that tlleir own lleorl may not un­
derstond and that they may not actually tum bock and 
get healing for themselves. If (Isoiah 6:9, 10) Docs this 
mean that Isaiah i) to be hlunt and tactless and repel the 
jews, kl'cpin~ tilem al odds wlthjehovil h? Ahsolutely not! 
These are Isaiah's own people (or whom he feels an <lI1"I n­
ity. But jehovah's words Indicate how Ihe people will re­
spond to his message, no matter how fait hfully isaiah fu l­
fills his t~k, 

16 The f:Hllt lies wit h the people. Isaiah will speak 
to them "again ;lI1d again," but they wili not aCCl'pt 
the message or gain understanding, The majo rity will be 

15, 16. ' .iI ) What Is Isaiah 10 s~)' to 8 1 hl~ people." lind WhOlI will be' 
their ~pomd 111) 1$ ~he reKtkm of Iht' people due 10 \lny fault on 
Isaiah's P3rI? ExplaIn, 
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stubborn and unresponsive, as if totally bli nd and deaf. 
IJy going to them repeated ly, Is.'liah will let "this peo­
ple" show Ihil t they do not want to understand. Thl")' wi ll 
prove that they are shuu lng their minds and hearts to lsa· 
iah 's message- God's mesS<'lgc- to them. I low lrue th is Is 
of people today! So mc.oy of thcm refuse to listen to Jeho­
vah's Witnesses as they prellch the good news o f the in­
coming Kingdom of God. 

17 Isaiah is concerned: "At this I said: 'How fang, 0 JelJo­
vah r Then he said: 'Un!llthe cities actually crash in ruins, 
to be without an inhabitant, and !he houses be wit/lout 
eorrflfing mall, and the ground luef( Is ruined into a des· 
o/atlon; and Jehovah actually remo\o'eJ earthling men far 
away, and the deserted condition does become very extetl­
l ive In the midst of the land.· .. (Isaiah 6:11. 11) By asking. 
"How long?" isaiah is not aski ng how long he will have 
to continue preaching to an un responsive people. Rath­
er, he is concerned about the people :lIld osks how long 
their bad spiritual state wil l continue lind IIOW long}l'Im­
vah's name will be disho no red on earth . (See Psalm 74:9-
II .) So, then, how long will the senseless sll,uation go o n? 

IS Alas, Jehovah's answer .. hows thot the bad spiritu­
al slate of the JX.'Ople will continue unlll the full COil ' 
5e<lllcnces o f disobed ience to God, as outlined in h is 
covenant, are fulfi lled. (Leviticus 26:2 1-33j Deutcronolny 
28:49·68) The nation will come to ful n , the people wm 
be deported, and the land wi ll lie d~lote. Isoiah will not 
\lve to see the destructio n o f JemS<liclll nnd its temple 
by the Babylon ian army In 607 It C.E .• although he will 
prophesy for ovcr -10 )'co rs, t'Ontinu ing into the reign of 

17. When bal;!h a~ k\, · 110 .... Iong7· 10 wh;1I doc) he IX'fc r? 
I I!. Unill when wil l t he b<ld sll lrl lUn] )tate of 11Ll' [)COple continue, 
IlJId ",JII h al:th 1IVl:! to $(.'(' the prophecy's lUnlplctc fulfi llment? 
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King Uulah's great-gmndson Hezckiah. Sti ll, Isaiah wi ll 
keep faithfully at his commission until he diL'S, more than 
100 YC<l rs before tl1<lt national disaster occurs. 

19 ])estruction Ihal willleaveJudall "rui nccllnta a deso· 
lation" Is hound to COllle, but the situatio n Is not hope­
less. (2 Kings 25:1 ·26) Jehovah assures isaiah: "'There wllf 
still be in it a tenth, and it must again become some­
thing (or burning down, like a big tree and like a mas­
siW? tree In which. when there is a cutting dowlJ of them, 
there is a stump; a Iloly seed will be the stump of it." (Isa­
iah 6:13) Yes, Ha lentil, ... i.I holy ~eed," will remain, JUSI 
like the stump o f a m:lssivc tree that is fe lled . This a\.~ lIr­
anO?, no doubt, comforts lsai:lh- :I holy t'Cnumnt will be 
found within his people. Though the "<I,Jun expcricncL'S 

19. Atlhough Ihe nallol1 will be fc lll'(t Ilk<! a II«', whal a~~uranC\' 
~ Goll ~i\'c isaiah? 

'Until tile cities crasl! ill ruins, 10 be wltllout elll I,, /Jabilont' 



98 ISIIillll's l'mp/lter- Usll l fIJI All M(I/lk/mll 

a repeated burning. like a big tree cu t down fo r fuel, a vi· 
tal slump of the symbolic tree of Israel will remain . It will 
be a seed, o r offspring, that is holy to Jehovah . In lime, it 
will sprout again, and the tree will regrow.-CompareJob 
14:7·9; Daniel 4:26. 

20 Did the words of the prophecy come true? Yes. Seven­
ty years after the land of Judah had been desolated, a God­
fearing remnant returned from exile In Habylon. They re­
built the temple and the city. and they restored true 
worship to the land. This restoration o r the Jews to their 
God-given h omeland made possible a second fulfi llment 
of this prophecy that Jehovah gave to ISo:llah. What was 
that to be?-Ezra 1:1-4. 

Other Fulfillments 

21 Isaiah's prophetic task foreshadowed the work that 
the Messiah, Jesus Christ, would do some 800 years later. 

20. How was the last part of Isaiah's prophecy Initially ful filled? 
21·23, (a) With whom did Isaiah's prophecy fmd a firs t.century fu l· 
fIllment, and how? (b) Who w:u the "holy seed~ In the first century, 
and how was It preserved? 
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(1s.1 iah 8: 18; 61: 1. 2; Luke 4:16-21; ilebrews 2:13. 14) Al­
tho ugh g reater than Isillah, j esus was just as willing to be 
scnt by his hCil\I'Cnly Father, saying: "Look! I am come to 
do your will."-Hebrews 10:5-9; Psalm 40:6-8. 

22 IJkc Isaiah, j esus fa ithfully carried out his assigned 
work and met wit h the same reactio n. Thc j ews in Jesus' 
day were no more willi ng toa<.'CCpt the message than .. I/ere 
those to whom the prophet Isaiah preached. (Isaiah 1:4) 
The use of illustrations was a feature of Jesus' ministry. 
Th is prompted his diSCIples to ask: "'Why Is It }'Ou speak to 
them by the use of illustrations?" j esus I"l'plicd: "" 0 you 
it Is granted to understand th e sacred secrets of the king­
do m o f the heavens, but to those people it Is not granted. 
This Is why I speak to them by the use of lIIuslrations, be­
causc, looking, they look in vai n, and hearing, they hear 
In vain, nell her do they gel the sense of it; and toward 
them the prophecy of Isaiah Is hilvl ng ful fillment, which 
says, ' lly heari ng, you wlll hear but by no means get the 
sense of it; ,1I1d, [ookll'K, you will look but by no means 
~ec . Fo r the hem! o f th is people ha~ grown unreceptive, 
ilnd with their ears they have heard without response, and 
they have shut thei r eyes; that they might never see with 
their eyes and hear with their ears and get the sense of it 
with their hearts and turn l>.1ck, and I heal them.' "-Mal­
thew 13:10, 11, 13-15; Mark 4: 10-1 2; Luke 8:9, 10. 

23 In quo Ung from 1s.11ah, j esus was showing that the 
prophe<y had (I ful fi llment in his day. The people a5 a 
whole had a heart attitude like that of thcjcws in Isaiah's 
dilY. They made themselves blind and deaf to his mes­
sage and IIkewi.se met with destruction. (Matthew 23:35-
38; 24:1, 2) This ocamcd when the Roman forces un­
der GCIlt'ral Titus ClUne against Jerusalem in 70 c. E.. and 
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demolished the city and its temple. Yet, some had listened 
to Jesus and had become his d isciples. Jesus pronounCt.'d 
these "happy." (Matthew 13:16-23, 51) He had informed 
them that when they saw NJerusalem surrounded by en · 
camped armies," they should "begin neelng to the moun· 
tains." (Luke 21:20-22) Th us t he "holy seed" lhat had ex· 
ercised faith and that had been formed Into a spiritual 
nation, "the Israel of God," was saved.· -Galatians 6: 16. 

24 About 60 C.E., the apostle Paul fou nd himself under 
house arrest in Rome. There he arranged a meeting wilh 
"Ule prindpal men of the Je\vs" as well as others and 
gave them a "thorough witness concerning the kingdom 
of God." When many would not accept h is mCSStlgc, Paul 
explained that this was in fut fillmen t of Isaiah's prophe­
cy. (Acts 28:17-27; Isaiah 6:9, to) So Jesus' disciples carried 
out a commission comparable to that o f Isaiah . 

25 Similarly, Jeh ovah 's Witnesses today discern that Je­
hovah God Is in h is holy temple. (MaiachI 3: 1) Uke Isaiah, 
they say: "Here I am! Send me." Zealously, they sou nd the 
warning message about the approachJng end of this wick· 
ed system of things. But, as Jesus indicated, relatively few 
people open their eyes and ears to see and hear and be 
saved. (Matthew 7:13, 14 .) Happy, indeed, are those who 
indine their hearts to listen and "get heallng fo r them· 
selves"!-Isaiah 6:8,10 . 

• In 66 c.E., responding to a Jewish revolt, Roman forces under ees. 
tlus Gallus surrounded Jerusalem and pem:trated tht' City as far as the 
t('IJ\ple walls. Then they withdrew, allowing ]nw' dlsdples 10 [\eco 10 
the mountains of Pe~a before the Romans returned In 70 c.£. 

24. What application did Paul make of lsalah 's prophecy, and what 
does Ihis Indicate? 
25. What have modem.(jay Wllnesses of God dlsarned. and how do 
they respond? 



O IAPTER NINE 

Trust in Jehovah 
in the Face of Adversity 

IsalJl h 7:1- 8:18 

ISAIAH chapters 7 and a are a srudy in contrasts. Isa­
Iah and Ahal both belo nged to a nation dedicated to Je­
hovah; both had God-given assign ments, one as a proph­
et, the other as a king of Judah; and both faced the same 
threilt- the Invasion of Judah by superior enemy forces. 
Isaiah, however, faced the threat with confidence in Je­
hovah, whereas Ahaz gave way to fear. Why the different 
reactions? Since Christians today are likewise surrounded 
by host ile forces, they do well to examine these two chap­
ters of 1s..11ah to discover what lessons they contain. 

Facing a Decision 

2 Much like an artist who defines the outline o f a new 
j:mlntlng with a few sWf.'eping strokes, Isaiah starts his ac­
cou nt with a few bTO<ld statements that mark the begin­
ning and the cnd of the events he is about to relate: Hit 
came about in the days of Ahaz the son of jotham the san 
of Uulah, the king of judall, that Ruin the king of Syria 
and Pekah the son of Remaliah, the king of Israel, came up 
to j erusalem for war against it and he proved unable to 
waragoimt It. "'-Isaiah 7:1. 

3 It Is the eighth century R.C.F.. Ahaz has succeeded his 

I. Why will Chrlstl;uu today benefit by uamlnlng lsaillh chapters 7 
and 81 
2, 3. What summary does Isaiah Slw In hl.!i opening words? 
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fa Uler,Jotham, as kin g over Judah. Re;d n, t he king of Syr­
ia, and Pekah, the kin g of t he northe rn ki ngdom of \:)I"<lc l, 
Invade Judah, and their a rm ies hit hard. E.ventually, they 
will besiege Jerusalem itself. However, the siege will fa ll . 
(2 Kings 16:5, 6; 2 Chronicles 28:5-8) Why? That we will 
learn later. 

4 Earlier in the war, "0 report was mode to the house o f 
David, saying: 'Syria has leaned upon Ephraim.' And his 
heart and the heart of his people began to quiver; like 
the quivering of the trees of the forest because of a wind." 
(Isaiah 7:2) Yes, it is frightening to Ah az and his Pl'Opic to 
learn that the Syrians and the lsraclites have teamed up 
and that their armies are at this very moment cnc<unpL'(i 
on Ephraim's (Israel's) soil. They are merely a two- or 
three-day march fromJc rusalem! 

S Jehovah tells Isaiah: "Go out. p lease, to meet Ahaz, you 
and Shear~jashub your son, to the end of the conduit of 
the upper pool by the highway of the laundryman's field ." 
(Isaiah 7:3 ) Just think! At a time when the king shou ld 
be looking for Jehovah's prophet and asking for gu idance, 
the prophet has to go and find the king! I1vcn so, Isa­
Iah willingly obeys Jehovah . Similarly, God's people today 
r{'adlly go out to find people who are fearful because o f 
the pressures of this world. (Matthew 24:6, 14) How sat­
isfying that each rear hundreds of thousands respond to 
the visits of these preachers of t he good news and take 
hold of Jehovah's protective hand! 

4. Why are Ihe hearts of Ahal and his pt'()ple filled wl lh fear? 
S. In what way do God's people today resemble Isaiah? 

Isaiah took Shear-joshub along 
when he conveyed Jehovah 's message to A/Jaz 
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6 isaiah finds Ahaz outside the walls of Je rusalem, where, 
in preparation for the expected siege, the king Is inspect­
Ing the city's water supply. Isaiah gives him Jehovah's 
message: 'Watch yourself and keep undisturbed. Do not 
be afraid, and do not let your heart itself be timid be­
cause of the two tail ends of these smoking logs, because 
of the hot anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remo­
Jioh .... (Isaiah 7:4) W hen the attackers ravaged Judah earli­
er, their anger was as hot as names. Now they are mere· 
ly ' 1:\1,'0 ta il ends of smoking logs: Ahaz need not dread 
Syrian King Rezin o r Israelite King Pekah , son of Hema· 
Hah. Today it is similar. r«)f centuries, Christendom's lead­
ers have subjected true Christians to fiery persecution. 
Now, though, Christendom resembles a log that Is nearly 
burned up. Her days are numbered. 

7 In Ahaz.' day, not only Isaiah's message but also the 
meaning of Isaiah's name and that of h is son give hopt! 
to those trusting in Jehovah. True, Judah is In danger, but 
the name Isaiah, meaning "Salvation of Jehovah," signals 
that Jehovah will provide deliverance. Jehovah tells Isa­
iah to take with him his son Shear-jashub, whose name 
means "A Mere Remnant Will Return." Even when the 
kingdom of Judah fmally falls, God will mercifully bring 
a remnant back to the land. 

More Than a War Between Nations 

8 Jehovah, through Isaiah, reveals the strate&'Y of Judah's 
enemies. Here is what they are planning: "Let us go up 
against Judah and lear it apart and by breakthroughs 
take it for ourselves; and let us make another king reIgn In-

6. (a) What heartening message does the prophet convey to 
King Ahaz? (b) What sItuatIon exists today? 
7. Why do Isaiah's name and that of his son gM: reason for hope? 
8. Why Is the attack onjerusalem more than a war between natlom7 
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side it, the son of Tabeel . ., (lsclah 7:5, 6) The Syro· lsraelile 
teague schemes to conq uer Judah and replace Mal, a son 
of David, wit h t/leir man. Clearly, the attack on Jerusalem 
Is now more than a war between nations. It has become 
11 struggle betwccn Satan and Jehovah. Why? Becau.se Je­
hovah God made a covenant with King David, thus as­
suring him that his sons \'IOu ld rule over Jehovah's peo­
ple. (2 Samuel 7:11, 16) What a t riumph fo r Satan if he 
could Install Mlme orirer royal dynasty on the throne in 
Jerusnlcm! lie might ewn frustrate Jehovah's purjXlSe for 
David's li ne to produce a permanent hei r, the "Prince of 
l~iIt:c."-lsalah 9:6, 7. 

j cltovlIh's l oving Assurances 

Y Will the scheme of Syria and Israel succeed? No. JellO· 
vah declares: "It will nol statJd, neither will it take place." 
(Isaiah 7:7) Through 15.1Iah, Jehovilh says that not only 
will the slt'Sc of Jerusalem fai l but "within just sixty-five 
years EphraIm will be shattered to pieces so as not to be 
a people.N (fsolah 7:8) Yes, wit hin 65 years Israel will no 
longer exbt as a peop le.· Th is lIssurance, with its speaf­
Ie timetable, should give Ahaz courage. In the same way, 
Goo's people today are strengthened by knowing that the 
time left fo r Satan's world Is running o ut. 

10 Perhaps Ahaz' face registers dlsbellef, since Jehovah, 
through Isaiah, says: "Unless you people halle faith, you 
wJJf In that case not be of long duration .'" Jehovah, in his 

• 1:0 / fun her delulls about Ihls prophecy') ful fl llment , set! Ill5 ig/ll 011 
'lie Scrlptllm, Volu me I, JIDlgCS 62 ;lnd 758, pubtlshl-d by the Watch­
lower Dible and Tract Soc~y of New York, Inc. 

9. Whllt lI.'IJur;lI1ces should give courage 10 Ahaz as well as to Chris­
Iluns tOday? 
10. (a) Uow elln true Ch ristians todlly Imitate Jehovah? (b) What of­
fer dOH Jehovah make to Aha:r:l 
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p;ItJence, "went on speaking some more to Ahaz." (Isaiah 
7:9, 70) What a fine example! Toda)', although many do 
not readily respond to the Ki ngdom message, we do well 
to Imitate Jehovah by "speaking some morc" as we visit 
agai n and again. Jehovah nc:<t tells Ahaz: "Ask for yourself 
a sign (rom Jehovah your God, moking it as deep as Sheal 
or making it high as the upper regions." (Isaiah 7; 11) Ahal. 
may ask for a sign, and Jehovah wi ll perform it as a guar­
antee that he will protect the house o f David. 

II Note that Jehovah says: 'Ask a sign from ){)Ilr God.' 
Jehovah Is truly kind. Ahaz Is already reportedly worsh ip­
Ing fal se gods and following disgusting pagan prdCtlces. 
(2 Kings 16:3, 4) Despite lhat and despite Ahaz' fea.rful at­
t1tude,)ehovah still cal ls himself the God o f Ahaz. This as­
sures us that Jehovah does not reject humans rashly. He is 
willing to reach out to those who err or whose fai th has 
grown weak. Will this assurance o f God's love move Ahaz 
to take ho ld ofJehovah's hand ? 

From Doubt to Oisobedlence 

12 Ahaz replies defiantly: HI sholl not ask, neither shall 
, put Jehovah to the test. ... (Isaiah 1:12) Ahaz is not here 
observing the words o f the law: "You must not pu l Je­
hovah your God to the tesl,N (Deuteronomy 6: 16) Centu­
ries later, Jesus quotes that same law when Satan tempts 
him. (Matthew 4:7) In Ahaz' case, though, Jehovah is In­
viting him to turn back to true worship and is o ffering to 
strengthen his faith by performi ng a sign. However, Ahaz 
p refers to seek protection elsewhere, It is posSibly at this 
poin t that the king sends a large sum of money to Assyr­
Ia, seeking help against his northern enem ies. (2 Kings 16: 

I I, What a!>lur.Jnce Is found In Jehovah's exprt'Ssio n ·,'OlIr God-? 
12. <II) What haughty attitude does Aha!:. adopt? (bl Instead of turn­
Ins t l> Jehovah, to whom does AhllT. go for help? 
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7, 8) Meanwhile, the Syro-Israelite army cndrcles Jerusa­
lem and the sk'ge Is on. 

13 Wit h the klng's lack of faith on his mind, Isalilh says: 
/lUstetl, please, 0 hOLlse of David. Is it such a little thing 
for you to tire oul men, tllat you should also tire out my 
Gad?" (Isaiah 7: J3 ) Yes, Jehovah can get tired of constant 
dcfial1a.'. Observe, 100, that the prophet now says *",y 
God, ~ not N)'om God." An ominous change! When Ahaz 
reje<.is Jehovah and turns to Assyria, he loses a fine oppor­
tunity to restore his relationship wilh God. May we never 
sacriflCC our relationship with God by compromising our 
Script\lral bel iefs In order to gain tem por..try advantages. 

The Sign o f Immanue l 

14 Jehovah remai ns faithfu l toward his covenant with Da· 
vid. A sign was offered, a sign will be given! 15<11ah contin­
ues: "Jehovah himself will give you men a sign: Look! The 
maiden Ilerself will actually become pregnanl, and she is 
giving birth to a son, and she will certainly call Ills name 
Immanuel. Butter and honer he will eat by tile time that he 
knows how to reject tile bod and choose the good. For be­
fore the boy will know how to reject the bod and choose 
the good, the ground of whose two kings YO" are feeling a 
sickening dread will be left entirely. "-Isaiah 7: 14- 16. 

15 Here Is good news for anyone fearing that the invaders 
will put an end 10 the Davidic line or king\ .... t mmanuel~ 

means "With Us Is God." God is with Judah and will not 
allow his covenant with David to be nulli fied. In addition, 
Ahaz and his people arc told not only what Jehovah will 

13. What change do Wi! notice: In ~rse 13, ~lgnlfyln8 what? 
14. liowdocs }t'hoY.1h show hb falthfu lness to his C(JW1Ill.nt With I>a. 
vld? 
15. What two qu~tlons does the prophecy about IIO nl lUluel ansv,-er1 
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do but also when he will do it I1efore the boy Immanuel 
Is old enough to distinguish belwt."C.o good and bad, the 
enemy nations will be destroyed. And I his proves true! 

16 The Bible does not reveal whose child Immanuel is. 
But since the young Im manuel is to serve as .. sign nnd 
Isaiah later states that he and his children "are as signs," 
Immanuel may be a son of the prophet. ([salah 8:18) Per· 
llapsJchovah leaves the identity of Immill1ucl In Ahaz' {hlY 
uncertain so as not to distract 'later generations from the 
Grealer Immanuel. Who is that? 

17 Outside of the book of Isa iah, the name Immanu­
el occurs only once in the Bible, at Matthew 1:23. Jeho­
vah Inspired Matthew to apply the prophecy of Immanu­
el's birth to the birth of Jesus, the rightful Heir to the 
throne of David. (Matthew 1:18-23) The birth of the fns t 
Immanuel was a sign that God had not forsaken the house 
of David. likewise, the birth o f j esus, the Greater Im­
manuel, was a sign that God hac! not forsaken mankind 
or his Kingdom covenant wllh David's house. (Lu ke 1 :3 1 ~ 
33) With jehovah's chief representatIve now among man~ 
kind, Matthew could truly say, 'With liS Is God.' Today, je­
sus rules as heavenly King and Is wIth his congregation o n 
earth. (Matthew 28:20) Surely, God's people have added 
reason to cry out boldly: "With us is God l" 

More Consequences of Unfaithfulness 

18 Comforting though his latest words are, Isaiah's nex t 
st:ltement brings terror to his hearers: "Jehovah will bring 

16. Why may Jehovah have left the luentlty of Imrllanuel ln Aha,t' 
day uncertain? 
17. (a) Who Is the Greater Immanuel, and what dId hb bir th 51Xn1. 
fy? (b) Why can God's people cry out today, "With U5 Is God"? 
18. (/I) Why do IsaIah's next words bring Icrror 10 his listeners? 
(b) What turn of ewnts Is soon to take place? 
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against you and against your people and against the 
house of your fother days such as hove not come since 
the day of Ephraim's turn ing away from alongside Ju· 
doh, namely, the king of Assyria." (Isaiah 7: '7) Yes, dlsas· 
ter is comi ng. and at the hand of the king of Assyria. The 
prospect o f do mination by the notoriously cruel Assyrl· 
ans must be the cause: of many sleepless nights fo r Ahaz 
and h is people. Ahaz has reasoned that befriending Assyr· 
ia would relieve him o f Israel and Syria. lndeed, Assyria's 
king will respond to Ahaz' plea by eventually attacking Is· 
rael and Syria. (2 Klngs 16:9) This Is likely why Pekah 
and Rezin will be forced to lift their siege of Jerusalem. 
Thus, the Syro-Israellte league will have proved unable to 
take Jerusalem. (Isaiah 7: I) Now, though, Isaiah tells his 
shocked audience that Assyria, their hoped·fo r protector, 
will become their oppressorl-Coll1pare Proverbs 29:25. 

19 For Ch ristians today, this true historical account con· 
tains a warning. When under pressure we may be tempted 
to compromise Christian principles, thereby rejecting Je­
hovah's protection. This Is shortsighted, even sulddal, as 
becomes evident from Isaiah's furthe r words. The proph· 
et goes on to describe what the Assyrian invasion will do 
to the land and Its people. 

20 lsaiah divides his pronouncemen ts Into four parts, 
each foretelling what will happen "In that day"-that is, 
the day when Assyria attacks Judah . "If must occur in that 
day that Jehovah wiJJ whistle for the flies that are at the ex· 
tremity of the Nile canals of Egypt ond for the bees that 
are in the land of Assyria, and they will cerfDinly came in 
and settJe down, 011 of them, upon the precipitous torrent 
valleys and upon the clefts of the crags ond upon 011 the 

19. What warning does thiS hlsto rlClL1 drAma contllin fo r Ch ristians 
today1 
20. Wbo are ~the flies" and ~ t he bees,· and what wltl thl!)' do? 
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tlJOrn thickets and upon olf the watering places." (Isaiah 
7: 78, 79) The armies of Eb'Ypt an d Assyria, like !'iwarms 
of flies and bees, will have their attention directed to the 
Promised Land. This will not be a passing Invasion. "Th e 
mesH and "the bees" will sett le down, Infesting every 
nook and cranny of the land. 

21 Isaiah conti nues: Hln thot day, by meom of a hired ra­
zor in the region of the River, even by means of tile king of 
Assyria, Jehovah will shave the head ond the hoir of the 
feet. and it will sweep away even the beard ftself. " (Isaiah 
7:20) Now on ly Assyria, the chief threat, is Illcnlioned. 
Ahaz h ires the Assyrian king to "shave" Syria and Isra­
e l. However, this "hired razor" from the Euphr.1tes reg io n 
will move against Judah's "head" and shave It clc<ln, even 
removing the beard! 

22 What will be the result? " It must occur in 1I1Ot day 
thot an individual will preserve olive a young cow o( 

the herd and twa sheep. And it must occur tllat, due to the 
abundance of the producing of milk, he wfll eat btllter; be­
cause butter and honey are wllat everyone left remaining 
{n the midst of the land will eat. N (Isaiah 7:2 J, I2) By the 
time the Assyrians have 'shaved ' the land, so rew pt..'Oplc 
will be lert that o n ly a small number or ani mals will be 
needed to provide food. "Butter and honey" will be eat· 
en- n othing else, no wine, no bread, no other staples. As 
if to stress the degree of desolation, Isaiah three times says 
that where the~ used 10 be vaJuablc, productive land, 
Ihere will now be thorn bushes and weeds. Those ventur· 
Ing into th e cou ntryside will need "arrows and the bow" 
for protection against wild animals lurking in the th ickeb. 
Oeared fields will become trampling grounds for oxen 

21 . In ",hal ",ay \\111lhe Assyrian king be 1Ikt' a lu.or? 
22. Whal eKamples does iulah use to sho", the con5C(l u~'nn:s of AlI ­
syria'S ImmInent In vasIon? 



'" 
and shccp. (Isaiah 7:23-25) Th is prophecy begins to be 
fulfilled In Ahaz' own day.-2 Chronicles 28:20. 

"recisc Predictions 
Z3 Isaiah now returns to the immediate situation. While 

Jcrusnlem Is still under siege by the Syro-Israeli te com­
bine. lS<liah reports: "Jehovall proceeded to soy to me: 
'Take for yourself a large tablet and write llpon it with the 
stylus of mortal man, "MolleNholol-hash-boz." And let 

23. <11 Whiu h b"lah /lOW commlndcd to do? (b) How I~ the sign 
uf th~ tabll.'l confIrmed? 

Wily did Isoloh write 
HMalter-s/lolal-hash-baz" on a large rablell 
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me haW! attestation for mpelf by faIthful witnesses, Urloh 
tile priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechioh. · N (lsololl 
8: I, 2) The name Maher-shalal-hash-b<lz means "rlasten, 
o Spoil ! He Has Come Quickly to the Plu nder." Isaia h 
ru;ks two respected men In the com munity to attest his 
writi ng th is name on a large tablet, so that they can lal­
er confirm the authentidty or the document This sign, 
though, Is to be confirmed by a second sign. 

2'1 Isaiah says: 'Then I went neor to the prophetess, alld 
she came to be pregnant and In time gave birth to a son. 
}ehoWlh now said to me: 'Call his name Maher-sholol­
hosh-boz. (or before the boy wifl know how to call out 
"'My 'ather'" ond "My motherl '" one will carry away tIle 
resources of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria before ti,e 
king of Assyrio."" (Isaiah 8:3, 4) Bot h the large tablet and 
the newborn boy will serve as signs thllt Assyria will soon 
plunder judah's oppressors, Syria and Israel. How soon? 
Before the boy is able to s.'y the fl nt words that most 
babies learn-"Father" and "Mother." Such an exact pre· 
d iction should build the people's confidence in Jehovah . 
Or It could cause some to ridicule Isaiah and h is sons. 
Whatever the case, Isaiah's prophetic words come true. 
- 2 Ki ngs 17: 1-6. 

2S Christians can lea rn from Isaiah's repeated warnings. 
The apostle Paul revealed to us that In this h istoric d ra· 
Illa, is;liah portrayed jesus Ch rist and Isaiah's sons fo re· 
shadowed jesus' anointed diSciples. (Hebrews 2:10-13) je­
sus, through his anointed fo llowers on earth, has been 
reminding t rue Christians of the need to "keep awake" i n 

24. What ~ffecl should the sign of Maher·shli lal.hash·baz ha~'e on 
the pt'Ople of Jutlah? 
25. What slmilaritil'$ are there bctv.'eC:n the d~)'1 of bai.lh and the 
p rl'SellI time? 
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these critical times. (Luke 21:34·36) At the same time, un· 
repentant opIX>sers are warned of their co mi ng destruc· 
tion, although such warnings are often met with ridicule. 
(2 Peter 3:3, 4) The fulfi ll mentof time-related prophedes 
in Isaiah's day is a 'uarantee that God's timetable for our 
day will also "without fail come true. It will not be late." 
- Habakkuk 2:3, 

Devnst(lting "Waters" 

26 Isaiah conti nues his warnings: "For the reason that 
this people has rejected the waters of the Silifoah that are 
going gently, and there is exultation over Rezin and the 
son of Remaffall; even therefore, look! Jehovah Is bringing 
up against lIlem the mighty and the many waters of tile 
River, the king of Assyria and all his g lory. And he will cer· 
tainty come up OYer off his streambeds and go over all his 
banks and move on til rough Judah. He will actually flood 
and pass over. Up to the neck he will reach, And the out· 
spreading of his wings must occur to fiff the breodlll of 
your fond, 0 fmmanuelf"-fsaiah 8:5·8, 

27 "This people," the northern kingdom of Israel, reo 
ject j ehovah 'scovenant with David . (2 Ki ngs 17: 16-18) To 
them, it looks as weak as the trickling waters of Shitoah, 
jerusalem's water supp ly. They exult in their war agai nst 
Judah. But this contempt will not go unpunished. jeho. 
vah will allow the Assyrians to "flood," o r overrun, Syria 
and Israel, much ;IS j ehovab wiJI soon allow the present 
political p.art o f the wo rld 10 flood the realm or tdlse reli· 
gion. (Revclal'lon 17: 16; compare Daniel 9:26.) Next, says 
Isaiah, the swelling "waters" will "move on th rough ju· 
dah," rcachlng right "up to the ne<:k," up to Jerusalem, 

26, 27. (a) What (!\'cnb docs isaiah roretell? (b) What do Isaiah's 
words Indlcu!e for Jehovah 's servants today? 
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where Judah's head (king) rules, · In our time the poilU­
cal executioners of false religio n wlll likewise close In o n 
Jehovah's servants, surrounding them "up 10 the neck." 
(Ezekiel 38:2, 10-16) Whal will be the outcome? Well, 
what happens in Isaiah's time? Do the Assyr i,ms surge 
across the city walls and sweep God's people away? No. 
God is with them. 

Fear Not_"God Is With Us! " 

28 Isaiah warns: "Be injurious, 0 you peoples lopposed to 
God's covenant peopleL and be shattered to pieces; and 
give ear, all you in distant parts of the earth! Gfrd your­
selves, ond be shattered to pieces! Gird yourselves, and be 
shattered to pieces! Pion out a scheme, and it will be bro­
ken up! Speak any word, and it will not stand, for God 
is with US! H (Isaiah 8:9, 10) Some years later, du ring the 
reign of Ahaz' faithful son Hezekiah, these words come 
truc. When the Assyrians threaten Jerusalem, jehovah's 
angel strikes down 185,000 o f them. Clearly, God is with 
his people and the royal line of David. (Isaiah 37:33·37) 
During the coming battle of Armageddon, jehovah will 
llkewise send the Greater Immanuel not o nly to dash His 
enemies to pi eces but also to rescue all those who trust In 
Him.-Psalm 2:2, 9, 12. 

29 Unlike Jews in Hezekiah's time, Ahaz' contemporaries 
Jack faith in j ehovab's protection . They favor a ron fed-

• Assyria is also compared to a bird w h OM.' outspread wings "fi ll the 
breadth of your Ian d .- Thus, whel1!\1?r the land extends, It will be COY­
ered by t he ~yr lan army. 

28. De!;plte the strenuous effortS of their enem ies, of what does Je­
hovah assure Judah? 
29. (a) Ilow do Jews In Ahaz' day d llfel from t hose In the days of 
Heukiah? (b) Why do Jehovah's servants today refrain from nlilklng 
lellglollli and political alliances? 
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e racy, or ~consplracy," with the A.'isyrlans as a bul­
wark agal nsl the Syro·lsraelite league. Howt'Ver, j ehovah's 
"hand" prods Isaiah to speak agai nst "the w'lY of th is pe0-
ple," o r the popular trend . He warns: ''The object of their 
fear you men nwst no t fear; nor must you tremble at it. 
Jehovall of ormt'es- lJe Is tile One whom you should treat 
as holy, and he should be the object of your fear; and 
he S/lould be the One causing you to tremble." (Isaiah 8: 
11-13) With this In mind, Jehovah's servants today guard 
agai nst conspiring with or putting their trust in religious 
councils and political leagues. Servants of Jehovah have 
fu ll con fldencc In God's protect ive power. After all, i f 'Je­
hov<lh Is on our side, what can earth li ng man do to us?' 
- Psalm 118:6. 

30 Isaiah goes on to reiterate lhat j ehov<lh will prove to 
be "a sacred place," a protection, fo r those trusting in 
him. In <.:o ntrast, those rejecti ng h im Hwill be certain to 
stumble and to fall and be broken, and to be snared ond 
cauglltH-l'lve vivid verbs thM leave no doubt about the 
fate o f th ose not trusting In j ehovah . (Isaiah 8:14, 15) In 
the fll'St century, those rejecti ng Jesus Hke-.vlse stumbled 
and fell. (Luke 20: 17, 18) A similar outcome awaits those 
today who fall to giveal1egla nce to the enth roned heaven­
ly King, j eslls.-I's<tlm 2:5-9. 

31 In Isaiah's day, not all a re stu mbled. Isaiah says: "Wrap 
tip the attestation, put a seal about the low among my 
disciples! And I will keep in expectation of Jehovah, who 
Is concealing his face from the house of Jacob, and I will 
hope in him." (Isaiah 8 :16, 17) Isaiah and lhosewho heed 
his leadllng will not abandon God's Law. They keep on 

30. What will be the fa l~ of IllOSe not trusting tn lthm'ilh? 
31 . How can true ChrlSlllln'lloday follow the example of Isaiah and 
of thOM! who IISlen to his teochlng? 
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trusting in Jehovah, even though their delinquent com· 
patriots refuse to and thus have Jehovah conceal his face 
from them. May we foUow the example of those trusting 
in Jehovah and have the same determination to cling to 
pure worship!-Danicl 12:4, 9; Matthew 24:45; compare 
Hebrews 6:11, 12. 

"Signs" lind "Miracles" 

32 Isaiah now proclaims: " (00/(' I and tile children whom 
Jehovah has given me are as signs and as mIracles in Isra­
e/ from Jehovah of armies, who Is residing in Mount Zion. It 
(Isaiah 8:18) Yes, Isaiah, Shear-jashub. and Maher-shalal· 
hash-baz.are signs of Jehovah's purposes for Judah. '(belay, 
Jesus and his anointed brothers similarly serve as Signs. 
(Hebrews 2:11-13) And they are joined in their work by 
"a great crowd" of "other sheep ," (Revelation 7:9. 14; John 
10:16) Of course, a sign is val uable only If it stands out 
from its surroundings. likewise, Christians fu lfi ll their 
commission as signs only If they stand out as bei ng dlf· 
ferent from this world, putting their fu ll trust In Jehovah 
and boldly proclaiming his purposes. 

33 Let all, then, observe God's standards, not those of 
this world. Continue to stand out fearlessly- as signs-car­
rying forward the comm1sslo n g iven to lhe Greater Isa­
Iah , Jesus Christ "-Proclaim the year of goodwiU ... and 
the day of vengeance on the part of ou r God." (Isaiah 61: 
1, 2; Luke 4:17-21) Indeed, when the Assyrian flood surges 
across the earth-even if It reaches up to our necks- true 
Christians will not be swept away. We will stand firm be­
cause "God is with us." 

32. (a) Who today setvC ~ as sIgns and as mIracles"? (b) Why sho uld 
Ch ristians stand out from the world? 
33. (a) What are true Christiaru determIne<! to do? (b) Why will true 
Christians be able to stand fIrm? 



CliAPTER TEN 

The Pr,omise of 
a Prince of Peace 

Isaiah 8 :19- 9:7 

SOME six thous.1 nd years ago, the firs t human baby was 
born. His name was Oli n, and his birth was very spe­
cial. Neither his parents, nor the angels, nor even the Cre­
ator had seen a human baby before. This newborn Infant 
could have brought hope to a condemned human race. 
How disappointi ng It was when, after he grew up, he be­
came a mu rderer! ( I John 3: 12) Si nce th en mankind has 
witnessed countless other murders. Humans, Inclined as 
they are to do bad, are not a t peace with one another or 
with God.-Genesls 6:5; Isaiah 48:22. 

Z Some fou r m il lenniu ms after the birth of Cai n, another 
baby was born. His name was Jesus, and h is bi rth too was 
very special. He was bo rn of a virgin, by the power oCholy 
spirit- the only such b irth in h istory. At the time of h is 
birth, a mu lti tude of Joyfu l an~'C.ls sang praises to God, say­
ing: "Glory In the heights above to God, and upon earth 
peace among men of goodwlll.- (I.uke 2:13, 14) Far from 
bein g a mu rderer, Jesus opened the way for humans to be 
at peace with God and to gain everlasti ng IIfe,-John 3:16; 
1 Corin thians 15:55. 

3 [salah prophes ied that Jesus would be ca lled "Prince of 

I. What has mankInd experienced since Ihe time of Cain? 
Z, 3. What prospKb were opened Ul) by Jesus Christ, and what must 
we do to rcalve such bleulflg!1 
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Peace," (Isaiah 9;6) He would offer his own me in behalf 
of mankind, thus making possible the forgiveness of sins. 
(Isaiah 53:11) lbday, peace with God and the forgiveness 
o f sins ca n be attained on the baSis of faith in Jesus Christ. 
But such blessings arc not automatic. (Colossians 1:21-23) 
Those who want them must learn to obey Jehovah God. 
(J l'Jeter 3:11; compare Hebrews 5;8, 9.) In 1s .. lah 's day, Is­
rael and Judah do exactly the o pposite. 

Turning to the Dem o ns 

4 Because of their disobedie nce, Isaia h's contemporaries 
are In a deplo rable moral state, a veri tahle pit of spiritllil l 
darkness. Even the southe rn kingdom of Judah, the loca­
tio n of God's temple, has no peace. As a result of their un­
faithfu lness, the people of Judah arc threatened with iIlV,I­
sion by tilt' Assyrians, and hard times lie ahead. To wh om 
do they hlrl1 for help? Sadly, ma ny turn to Satan, not to 
Jehovah. r\o, they do not invoke Satan I)y name. I{ather, 
like King Saul of old, they engage in spiritism, looking for 
answers to thei r problems by uying to cOlntllu ni(.:a tc wilh 
the dcad.-l Samuel 28: 1-20. 

S Some are even promoting this prnctice. isaiah l>Dints 
to such apostasy when he says: " In case they should say 
to you people: 'Apply to the spiritis tic medhmlS or to those 
/)ov{"g a spirit of prediction W/IO are chirping and making 
utterances In low tones, ' is it not to its God that any peo­
ple should apply? Should there be application to dead per­
sons in behalf of living persons?'" (Isaiah 8: 19) Spirit me· 
diums Cil.1l trick people, "chi rping and making utterances 

.f, 5. Wh<at is Ihe state o f affai rs in Isalah 'l day, and 1('1 whom do 
some tu rn? 

The bir ths of Cain and Jesus were both very spec/al. 
Only that of Jesus had a happy outcome 
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in low tones," Such sound effects, aUrlbuted to the spI r­
its o f dead ones, can be worked through ventriloquism 
by a living medium. At ti mes, though, the demons may 
gel directly involved and impersonate the dead, as appar­
co lly happened when $aul inquinx! o f the witch of Ender. 
- 1 Samuel 28:8-19. 

6 All of this is going o n in Judah despite the fact that Je­
hovah has forbidden th~ practice of spiritism. Under the 
Mosaic Law, it is a capital offense. (Leviticus 19:31; 20:6, 
27; Deuteronom}' 18:9-12) Why do a people who arc Je­
hovah's special possession commit such a grave transgres­
sion? Because they have tu rnl'Ci their backs on Jehovah's 
Lc1W and counsel and have become "hardened by the de­
ceptive power o f sin." (Hebmo;s 3: 13) "11,eir hellrt has be­
come unfeeling just Like fat," and they have become alien­
ated fro m their God.-l'saLm 119:70.-

7 Ukcly they reason, 'Of what good is the t..1wof Jehovah 
when we are faced with an imm inent attack by the Assyri­
ans?' They want a quick and easy soiutlon to their predi ca­
ment and are not about to wait for Jehovah 10 workout his 
will. [n our day too, many Igno re jehova h's law and search 
o ul spirit mediums, consult horoscopes, and rcsQrt to oth­
er forms of occu ltism to solve their problems. However, 
fo r the living to seek answers from the dead is just as ridic­
ulous today as it was back then . The futu re of any who un · 
repentantly practice such th ings will be wll h the "murder· 
ers and fo rnicators and ... Idolaters and aU the liars." ·n ley 
have no futu re prospects of Iife.-Revclatlo n 21:8 . 

• Many btlieft that Psalm 119 ""as written by Heuklah before he be­
ante king. If so, It ~ IInly """tlen while wlah was prophesying. 

6. Wh)' all' the JsraeUt~ who have n-s,ortl:(! to spiritism o;peclally 
blameworthy? 
7. How do man)' today Imitate the Israeli tes o f Isaiah's db)" and whll t 
will be: Ihl' future of such ones If the)' do nOi rel~nt1 
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God 's ' Law and Atles lation' 

d jehovil h's law I:wnning spIritism, togcther with his oth­
er commands, Is not hidden In judah. It Is preserved 
In writing. "Ibelay his Word Is ilvailablc In its completed 
fo rm in wriLing. It l ~ the nlble, which in­
cludes not on ly a col11pllallon of divine 
laws and rcgulallon."i but also an accou nt 
of God's de<ll1ngs with his people. "1111s 
Ulble account of jehovah's deillings fo rms 
an attcslatlon, or lestlmony, teaching us 
abolll jehovah's nature and qualities. In­
stead of consulting with the dCilcI, where 
should the Israel ites be going for d i­
rection? IsaIah answers; "To 
tile law and to tile attes­
tation! '" (Isaiah 8:200) 
Yes, thosc st.'Cklng true 
enlightenment should go 
1'0 God's wrItten Word. 

\J Somc Isrncll tes dabbllng 
In spirItism may profess n.'­
spect for the wriltcn Word 
of God. nut such claI ms arc 
empty and hypocrlllcal. lsa­

There will be Q famine 
far worse than Q hunger (or 
bread and a thirst for water 

lah says: "'Surely tlley wflf keep saying what is according to 
this statement that wlllllove riO light of dawn. It (Isaioh 8: 
20b) To what statement is Isaiah here referring? Perhaps to 
the statement: "To the taw and to the attestation!" It may 
be that some aposlale Israeli tes refer to the Word of God, 
lust as apostates and others today may quote Scripture. Bul 

8. What I~ - ,he law~ I nti "the aHblallon~ 10 which we!aday $Ilould 
hi.' going for dirKtion1 
9. I! quaelliS the Bible from time 10 time of any value to unrepen­
lant slnnclS? 
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these arc mere words. Quoting Scripture will not lead 10 
allY "ligh t of dawn," or enlightenment Cromjehovah, If It is 
not accomp..1.nied by II doing of Jehovah's will imd a shun­
ning of unclean practices: 

• nle phr.lu~ - this statement- 31 lutah K:20 ilia), refer to the Mil IC­
lI1enl reK'*rdlng spiri tism, quoted £I I bllinh 8: 19. If Ihal is t he CMC, ba­
tah Is 5.'ylng that the promoters of \plrilhm In Judah will continue 
10 UIB" oI hels to apply 10 \pllil medlullls lind t hus will rece ive no en­
lightenment (rom jeho\'ah. 

S" 
o ( 

Golllet 
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"A FlIlIlinc, Not (or Bread" 

10 Disobedience 10 Jehova h result's in Illentill darkness. 
(Ephesians 4:17, IS) [n a spiritual sense, the people of Ju­
dah have 1>CI."Ome hll nd, without understand ing. (1 Co· 
rinth ians 2: 14) 1s.1 1ah describes their condition: "Eacllone 
will certoinly poss tllrough the land hard pressed and hlm­
gry. " (lsalall 8:210) Hecause of the natio n's un fili ! hrulncss 
- particu larly durlng the reign oC King AhaZ-lhe survival 
of Judah as ml Independent kingdom is threatened. The 
nation is surrounded by enemies. The Assyrian army as­
saults one JucleOl l1 City afler ,m other. The enemy desolates 
Ihe productive 10II1d, making food scarce. Many are "hard 
pressed and hungry." \lui another kind of hunger also af­
flicts the lanel. Some d(."Cades eMlier Amos prophesied: 
"'Look! There <lre days coming: is the utlerilllCe o f t he 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah, 'and I will send a fa mi ne into the 
land, a fam ine, not ror bread, and a thirst, nol for water, 
but for hearing the \o,'ords of Jehovah .' "(Amos 8: II)Judah 
is now in th e !'iHOCS of just such a spiritual fam ine! 

11 Will Judah learn her lesson and return to JehovOIh? 
Will her people turn away from spiritism and Idolatry and 
return " to the law and to t he attestatio n"? Jehovah fore­
sees their reacllon : " It musl occur that becatlse he is hun­
gry and lias made 111mself feel indignant. lIe will aClUaily 
calf down evil upon Ills king and upallllis God alld will cer­
tainly peer upward." (Isaiah 8:21b) Yes, many will blame 
their human king ror leading lhem into this si tUiltiOIl. 
Some will even foolishly blame Jehovah fo r their calami­
ties! (Cotl1!><1rc Jeremiah 44:15- 18.) Today, many respond 
in a sim ilar way, blaming God fo r tragedies caused by hu­
man wickedness. 

10. !-Iowan> Ih(> pcople of Judah suffering because of rcll~'lng Jeho­
vah? 
11. WlIl Judah learn 11 1\!"I\U n from l he discipline she recc1vt.os? 
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12 Will calilng d OVffl evU upon God bring peace to the 
Inhabitants of Judah? No. Isaiah foretells: '70 the earth 
he will look. and, lo! distress and dark.ness, obscurity, hard 
times and gloominess with no brightness, If (Isaiah 8:22) 
After ra ising t heir eyes to heaver1 10 bJ,lme God, they look 
1:Ulck to the earth, back to thei r hopeless prospects, The ir 
turn ing away from God has led to calamity. (Proverbs 
19:3) What, though, or the promises that Cod made to 
Abraha m, Isaac, and Jacob? (Genesis 22:15-18; 28: 14, 15) 
Will Jehovah default? Will the Assyria ns o r some other 
mllil ary po\\'er bring to an e nd the roy:ll iine prom ised to 
Judah and David? (Genesis 49:8-10; 2 Samuel 7: 11-16) Will 
the Israelites be fo rever condemned to darkness? 

A Land "Treated With ContcmptH 

13 Isaiah now aUudes to one of the worst of the cata­
clysmic events that come upon the de.sce:ndants of Abra­
ham: "The obscurenes5 will not be as when the lond hod 
stress, as or the fumier time when one treated with con­
tempt the land of Zebll/un and the land of NaplJta/i and 
when at the fater time one caused It to be honored- the 
way by the sea, in the region of the Jordon, Galilee of the 
flations. It ( Isaiah 9:1) Galilee Is a territory In the north­
em ki ngdom of lsrael. In Is.llah's prophcq It Includes 
"' the land of Zebulun and the land o f NaphtaU" and also 
Hlhe way by the sea,'" an andent road thnt ran by the Sea 
o f GalJlee and led to the Mediterranean Sea. In Isaiah 's 
duy, the region is called "Ga1llee of the nallons,'" likely be­
cause many o f its d ties are Inhabited by non· Israelites: 

• Somt have :ruggestoo t hat the 20dlle) of GalllC!e thai King Solomon 
oftt~ to Hiram the king of 1'yn! wen! prob3bl)' Inh<lblled by nOn­
bratIlIH.-1 K1ng.5 9:1G.13. 

12. (a) To what has turning awa), (rom God 1«1 Judah? (b) What im­
portan t <luestlOnS are rabed? 
13. Whllt b -Galilee of the no tions,· and how does 11 come to be 
"treated wi th contemptn? 



'fil l! Pro",IJr of a J'rfllcr of h aC!! '" 
How is I his land "treated with contempt"? 111e pagan As· 
syrl.lllS conqu er it, take the Isrncllles into exile, and reset· 
tie the whole region with pagans, who are not descendants 
of Abraham. Thus the ten-tribe norLhcrn kingdom disap­
pears from history as a distinct nation!-2 Kings 17:5,6, 18, 
23,24. 

1'1 Judah too is under pressure from the Assyrians. Will it 
sin k into a permanent "obscureness" as did the ten-tribe 
kingdo m represented by Zebulun and Naphtall? No. At a 
"'ater time," jehovah will bring blessings to the region of 
the southern kingdom of Judah and even to the land for­
merly ruled by the northern kingdom. How? 

15 The apostle Matthew answers this question In his In­
spired record of the earthly ministry of Jesus. Describing 
the early days of that mi nistry. Matthew says: "After leav­
Ing Nazareth, {Jesus] came and took up residence In Ca­
pemaum beside the sea in the districts of Zebulun and 
NaphtaH, that there might be fulfilled what was spoken 
th rough Isaiah the prophet, saying: '0 land of Zebulun 
and land of Naphtali, along the road of tile sea, on the 
other side of the jordan, Galilee o f the natio ns! the people 
Sitting In darkness saw a great light, and as for those sitting 
In a region of deathly shadow, light rose upon them.''' 
- Matthew 4:13- 16. 

16 Yes, "the later time" foretold by Isaiah Is the time of 
Christ's earthJy mirustry. Most of Jesus' earthly life was 
spent In Galilee. It was In the district of Galilee that he be­
gan his ministry and Slatted to announce: "The king­
do m of the heavens has drawn near." (Matthew 4:17) 1.11 

14. In what .H'.n~ will Judah's "obscun!ntss" be leu than tha t of the 
tcn-ulbe kingdom? 
IS, 16. (a) At what "later time" will the situation change for "the 
districts o f Zebulun and Naphtall"l (b) How dC>e$ the land that WlIS 
healed with contempt come to be honored? 
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Galil l'C, he delivered h is famous Sermon on the Mount, 
chose hi s lIpostles, performed his first miracle, and ap­
pcarcc:\ to som e SOO fo llov·:erS after hi.~ resurrectio n. (Mal­
Ihew 5: 1-7:27; 28: 16-20; Mark 3: 13. 14; Jo hn 2:8- 11 ; I Co­
rinth ians 15:6) In this way Jesus fulfilled Isaiah's prophesy 
by honoring "I he land of Zebu lull and the land of Napll­
tali." Of course, Jesus did not restrict his ministry to the 
people of Galilee. By preaching Ihegood news throughout' 
the lllnd, Jeslis 'caused to be honored ' the entire nation of 
Israel, lnd ud lng Juclah. 

The "G reat LiKht,,, 

17 What. though. o f Matthew's men tion of -3 great 
light" In Galilee? This too was a quotation from Isaia h's 
prophecy. Isaiah wrote: '7he people that were walking in 
the darkness have see" a great light. As for those dwell· 
ing in U,e land of deep shadow, light Itself has shone upon 
them." (lsoiah 9:2) By the first century C.'::., the light of 
truth had been hidden by pagan fa l schood~. Jewish reo 
ligious leaders had compounded the problem by ho ld­
ing to their religious tradition wit h which they had "milde 
Ule word of God invalid." (Matthew 15:6) Humble o nes 
were oppressed and bewllden:.'CI , fol lowing "blind guides." 
(M,Ltthew 23:2·4, 16) Whe n Jesus lhe Messiah appeared, 
the eyes of many humble people were opened in a won· 
d rous way. Uohn 1:9, 12) Jcsus' work while o n earth and 
the blessings resul ting from his sacrlfice are aptly charac­
terized In Isaiah's prophesy as "a grcill llght."- John 8: 12. 

18 1110se who responded to the light had much reason 

17. How doc.\ ~a grellt Ught" shine In (jaUlce? 
18, 19. Whllt reason did tho~e who rc~poml ed to the light have ror 
great rc!olclns? 

Jesus was a light in the fOlld 
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for rejoicing. Isaiah continued: " You have mode the na­
tion populous; for it you hove mode the rejoicing great. 
They have rejoiced before you as with the rejoicing in the 
horvesttime, as those who are joyful when they divide up 
the spoil." (Isaiah 9:3) As a result of the preaching ac­
tivity of Jesus and his fo llowers, honest hearted oncs came 
fanvard, showing themselves desirous of \\'Orsh ipi ng Je­
hovah with spirit and truth. (John 4:24) In less than fou r 
years, multitudes embraced Christianity. Three thousand 
were baptized on the day of Pentecost 33 c.E. Shortly af· 
terward, "the number or the men became about five tho ll­
sand." (Acts 2:41; 4:4) As the d isciples zealously reflected 
the light, "the number o f the disdples kepl lllultiplying In 
Jerusalem very much; and a great crowd of priests bega n 
to be obedient to the failh.H-Acts 6:7. 

19 Uke those who rejoice in a bounteous harwst or who 
delightovcr the division of valuable spoil after a great mil­
Itary victory, jesus' fo llowers rejoiced over the Increase. 
(Acts 2:46, 47) In time, jehovah caused the light' to shine 
among the nations. (Acts 14:27) So people o f all races re­
joiced that the way of approach to jehovah had been 
opened to them.-Acts 13:48. 

uAs in the Day of Mldlan" 

20 The effects of the activity of the Messiah are perma­
nent, as we see from Isaiah's next wo rds: "The yoke of 
thefr load and the rod upon their shoulders, the staff of 
the one driving them to work, you have shattered ta pieces 
as in the day of Midian.'" (Isaiah 9:4) Centuries before Isa­
iah's day. the Midianites conspired wiUl the Mo..lbites to 

20. (a) In what ..... a)'li did the Midianltes plO\~ 10 be enemies of Is­
rael. and how did Jehovah bring an end to the threat they posw? 
(b) How on a future -day of Midian" will J~us bring an end 10 the 
threat posed by enemies of God's people? 
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lure Isrnc l ln lO si n. (Numi>crs 25: 1·9, 14· 18; 3 1: IS, 16) lat­
er, Midian ltes terrorized the Is rae li tes by raiding and plun­
dering their villages and farms for seven years. (Judges 6: 
1-6) nul then Jehovahl through his servant Gideon, rout­
eel Midl'LIl's armies. After that "day of Mldian," there is 
no evidence that Jehova h's people ever agaul suffered at 
the hands of the M idlanltcs. (Judges 6:7-16; 8:28) In the 
ncar fU lure, Jesus Ch rist, Ih€! greater Gideon. will deliver 
a dCilthblow to modcrn-day enemies of Jehovah's people. 
(ltevclatlon 17:14; 19: 11-21) Then, "as in the day of Midi­
an," a complete and lasllng victory will be gained. not 
by human prowess, but by Jehovah's power. (J udges 7:2-
22) God's people will never again suffer under the yoke of 
oppression! 

21 Displays o f divine 1>O\.,.cr are not a glo rification of ' 'lar­
fmc. The resurrected Jesus is the Prince o f Peace, and by 
ann ihilating his enem ies, he w ill usher in eterna l peace. 
Isaiah now speaks of m lll tary pa raphe rnalia as being total­
ly destroyed by ti re: "Every boot of the one tromping with 
tremors and the mantle rolled In blood have even come to 
be for burning a.s food for fire." (/.saiah 9:5) The tremors 
caused by the twmphtg of the boots o f march ing soldiers 
will never again be fel t. The bloody uniforms of combat­
h.m lent..'CI warriors wil l no longer be seen. War will be no 
mo re!-P5.'lhn 46:9. 

"Wonderful Counselo r" 

22 At the time of his miraculous blrLh, the one born 
to be the Messiah f'C('civc..'(lt he name Jesus, meaning "Je­
hovah Is Salvation." Uut he has other namcs, prophetic 
naml'S that outline his key role and h is elevated position. 

21 . Whbt does tsalah's P'Ophl'l)' Indlc:l1(! as to the future of warfare? 
22. What muiliple Ilropht:llc nllme LsJesus given In Ihe book of ba­
lah1 
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One such name is Immanuel, meaning "With Us Is God." 
(Isaiah 7:14, footnote) Isaiah now describes another pro­
phetic name: '7here has been a child born to us, there has 
been a son given to us; and the princely rule will come to 
be upon his shoulder. And his name will be called Wonder­
ful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace." 
(Isaiah 9:6) Consider the rich meaning of this multiple 
prophetic name. 

23 A counselor is one who gives counsel, or advice. \\Then 
on earthjeslis Christ provided wonderfu l counsel. In the 
Bible we read that "crowds were astounded at his way 
of teaching." (Matthew 7:28) He is a wise and empathet. 
ic Counselor, with an extraordinary understanding of hu­
man nature. His counsel is not restricted to reprimands or 
chastisement. More often, it is in the form of instruction 
and loving advice. jesus' counsel is wonderful because 
it is always wise, perfect, and infallible. When followed, i t 
leads to everlasting life.-john 6 :68. 

24 j esus' counsel Is not simply the product of his bril­
liant mind. Rather, he says: "What ( teach is not m ine, 
but belongs to him that sent me." (John 7: 16) As was the 
case with Solomon, j ehovah God is the Source of Jesus' 
wisdom. (1 Kings 3:7-14; Matthew 12:42) Jesus' example 
should motivate teachers and counselors in the Christian 
congregation always to base their instruction on God's 
Word.-Proverbs 21:30. 

"Mighty God" and "Eternal Fath er" 

2S Jesus is also "Mighty God" and "Eternal Father." This 
does not mean that he usurps the authority and pOSition 

23, 24. (a) In what way Is jesus a ~Wonuerful Counsclor"? (b) How 
can Christian counselors today imitate j esu~' exampte? 
25. What does the name WMighty God" te ll us about the heavenly 
jesus? 
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of Jehovah, who is "God our Father." (2 Corinthians 1:2) 
"He UesusJ ... gave no consideration to a seizure, name­
ly, that he shollid be equal to God." (Ph ilippians 2:6) 
He is called Mighty God,. not Almighty God. Jesus never 
thought of himself as God Almighty, for he spoke of his 
Father as "the only true God," that is, the only God who 
should be worshiped. (John 17:3; Revelation 4:11 ) In the 
Scriptures, the word "god" can mean Umighty one" or 
"strong one." (Exodus 12: 12; Psalm 8:5; 2 Corinthians 4:4) 
Before Jesus came to earth, he was "a god," "existing in 
God's form." After his resurrection, he returned to an even 
higher position in the heavens. (John 1:1; Philippians 2: 
6-11) Further, the designation "god" carries an addition­
al implication. Judges in Israel were called "gods"-once 
by Jesus himself. (Psalm 82:6; John 10:35) Jesus is Jeho-­
vah's appointed Judge, "destined to judge the living and 
the dead." (2 Timothy 4:1; John 5:30) Clearly, he is well 
named Mighty God. 

26 The title "Eternal Father" refers to the Messianic King's 
power and authority to give humans the prospect of eter­
nal life on earth. (John 11 :25, 26) The legacy of our fmt 
parent, Adam, was death. Jesus, the last Adam, "became 
a life-giving spirit." (1 Corinthians 15:22, 45i Romans 5: 
12, 18) Just as Jesus, the Eternal Father, will live forever, 
so obedient mankind will enjoy the benefits of his father­
hood eternaUy.-Romans 6:9. 

"Prince of Peace" 

27 Besides everlasting life, man also needs peace, both 
with God and with his fellowman. Even today, those 

26. Why can Jesus be ca lled ~Eternal Father~? 
27, 28. What wonderful benefits corne both now and In t he future 
to subject' of the llPrince of Peace"? 
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subjecting themselves to the ru le of the "Prince o f Peace" 
have 'beaten their swords into plowshares and their sl>cars 
into pruning shears.' (Isaiah 2:2-4) They do nOt nurse ha­
treds because of polilical, territorial, mdal, or econom­
ic differences. They are united in the worship of the o nc 
true God, Jehovah, and they work to maintain peacefu l re­
lations with thei r neighbo rs, both inside and outside the 
congrcgation.-Galatians 6: 10; Ephesians 4:2, 3; 2 Timo­
thy 2:24. 

28 [n God's due time, Christ will c5lilbllsh on Cilrl'h a 
l)face that wi ll be global, firm ly established, pe rmanent. 
(Acts 1:7) ,0 the abundance of the princely rule and to 
peoce there will be no end. upon the dlrone of David and 
upon his kingdom in order to establish it firmly alld to sus­
tain it by means of justice ond by means of righteousness, 
from nowon and to time indefinite.'" (Isaiah 9:7a) In exer~ 
clsing his authori ty as the Prince of Peace, Jesus will not re­
sort to tyrannical means. His subjects will not be stripped 
of their free will and subjugated by force. Rat her, all that 
he will accomplish will be "by m eilllS of justice and by 
means of righteousness." What a refreshing changel 

29 In view of the wonderfu l Impllcallons of Jcsus' pro­
phetic name, Isaiah's conclusion to this part of his proph­
ecy Is truly thrilling. He writes: '7he very zeal of Jehovah of 
armies will do this. It (Isaiah 9:7b) Yes, Jehova h acts wllh 
zeal. He does nothing in a halfhearted way. We can be 
sure that whatever he promises, he will fully accomplish . 
If anyone, then, longs to en loy everlastlng peace, let him 
serve Jehovah wholeheartedly. LIke Jehovah God and Je­
sus, the Prince of Peace, may all scrVilnts of God be "zeal­
ous for nne works."-Titus 2:l4. 

29. What should we do if Wt.' wbh to en joy the blu\lng o f everlast. 
Ing peace? 



CHAPnR CLEVEN 

Woe to. the Rebels! 

isaiah 9 :8- 10:4 

WHEN Jehovah's covcn;lI1t pt..'Ople were divided into two 
kingdoms, the no rthern ten-tribe kingdom came under 
the rulcrship of Jerobo.:'llll. The new king was an able, en· 
ergetic ruler. Hut he lacked real faith In Jehovah. Because 
of this he made a terr ible error thal blighted the whole 
history of the northern kingdom. Under the Mosaic Law, 
the Israelites were commandt..'(1 to travel th ree times a year 
up to the temple In Jerusalem, which was now in the 
southern kingdo m of Judah. (Deuterono my 16: 16) Afraid 
that such regular Journeys would make his subjects think 
about reunifi cation with their southern brothers, Jerobo­
am "made two golden calves and s,'\ ld to the people:'1t is 
too much fo r you to go up to Jcrusil lcm. Her<.' Is your God, 
o Israel, that brought }IOu lip out of the land of Egypt: 
Then he placed the one In Bethel, and the other he put in 
Dan."-I Kings 12:28, 29. 

2 In the short term, Jerobo..lm's plan sccmed to work. 
The people gradually left off goi ng to Jerusa lem and look 
up wo rshiping before th e two calves. (1 Kings 12:30) How­
ever, this apostate religlolls practice corru pted the ten­
tribe kingdom. In laler years, even Jehu, who had shown 
such commendable zeal In clea ring naal worShip out of ls­
rael, continued to bow down to the golden Cillvcs. (2 Kings 
10:28, 29) What else rcsulted from Jerolx>.1m's tragiC"dUy 

1. What ter rible t no r did Jeroboam mil!:!!? 
2, 3. Whal effects d id Jeroboam'\ error have on brael? 
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wrong decision? Political instability and suffering for the 
people. 

J Because Jeroboam had become apostate, Jehovah said 
that his seed would not reign over the land, and in the 
end the northern kingdom would suffer a terrible disas­
ter. (1 Kings 14:14, 15) Jehovah's word proved true. Seven 
of Israel's kings ruled for two years or Jess-some for only 
a few days. One king <...'l)mmitted su icide, and six were as­
sassinated by ambitious men who usurped the throne. Es­
pecially after the reign of Jeroboam II, which ended 
about 804 B.C.E. while Uzziah was reigning in Judah, Isra­
el was plagued with unrest, violence, and assassinations. 
It is against this backdrop that Jehovah through Isaiah 
sends a direct warning, or "word," to the northern king­
dom. '7here was a word that Jehovah sent against Jacob, 
and it fell upon Israel."-Isaiah 9:8.* 

Haughtiness and Insolence Earn God's Wrath 

4 Jehovah's "word" will not be ignored. 'The people will 
certainly know it, even all of them, Ephraim and the in­
habitant of Samaria, because of their hauglltiness and be­
cause of their insolence of heart. N (Isaiah 9:9) "Jacob," "Is­
rael," "Ephraim," and "Samaria" all refer to the northern 
kingdom of Israel, of which Ephraim is the predominant 
tribe and Samaria the capital. Jehovah's word against that 
kingdom is a strong judicial statement, for Ephraim has 

* Isaiah 9;8-10;4 Is made up of four strophes (sections of a rhythmic 
passage), each ending with the ominous refrain; "In view of all this 
his anger has not turned back. but his hand is stretched out still:' (isa­
Iah 9;12, 17, 21; \0;4) Th is literary device has the effect of binding isa­
Iah 9;8-10:4 into one compoSite "word." (Isaiah 9;8) Note, too, that 
Jehovah's "hand Is stretched out still," not to offer recondliation, but 
to judge.- Isaiah 9:13. 

4. What "wordR does Jehovah send against [sTaei, and why? 
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become hardened in apostasy and is brazenly insolent to­
ward jehovah. God will not protect the people from the 
consequences of their wickL'CI ways. They will be fo rced to 
hear, or pay attention to, God 's word.-Galatians 6:7. 

5 A~ conditions deteriorate, the people experience severe 
losses, induding their homes-commonly made of mud 
bricks and inexpensive wood. Arc their hearts softened as 
a result? Will they heed Jehovah's prophets and return 
to the true God?" Isaiah records the people's insolent re­
sponse: "Bricks are what have falien, but with hewn stone 
we shall build. Sycamore trees are what have been cut 
down, but with cedars we shall make replacement. " (lso­
iah 9:10) The Israelites defy Jehovah and spurn his proph­
ets, who tell them why they are suffering such hardships. 
In effect, the people say: 'We may lose houses made of per­
ishable mud bricks and Inexpensive wood, but we will do 
more than make good for these losses by rebuilding with 
superior materials- hewn stone and cedar! ' (Compare job 
4:19.) They leave Jehovah no choice but to discipline them 
fu rther.-Compare Isaiah 48:22. 

(> Isaiah continues: "Jehovah will set the adversaries of Re­
zin on high against him." (Isaiah 9: 11 a) King Pekah of Is· 
rael and King Rezin of Syria are allies. They are scheming 
to conquer the two-tribe kingdom of Judah and to place 
on jehovah's throne in jerusalem a puppet king-a certain 
"son ofTabeel." (Isaiah 7:6) But the conspiracy is doomed . 

• ldJ()vlth'~ prophets to the northern kingdom of Israel Include Jehu 
(not the klngl, Eli lah, Mlcalah, F.1I~ h a, Jonah, Oded, Hosea, Amo~, 
and Micah. 

5. How do the Is raelites s how themselves unaffected by Jehovah's 
acts of judgment? 
6. How d(l('s Jehovah undermine the Syro-Israeli te scheme against 
Judah? 
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Rezin has powerful enemies, and Jehovah will 'set on 
high' these enemies against "hi m." Israel. TIle term 'set on 
high' means to allow them to wage effective \'t'3Tfure that 
will bring about the destruction of t he ;J1l1:lIlcc and its ob­
led lves. 

7 The dissolving of this ;Jlllance hegins when Assyria at­
tacks Syria. "The king of Assyria went up to Damascus [the 
capi tal o f Syria) and captured It, and Il'CI its IX-'0llie into ex­
ile at Klr, and Rczin he put to death." (2 Kings 16:9) Hav­
Ing lost hb powerful ally, Pekah finds that his designs on 
Judah are thwarted. In fact. ~hort ly after I{el ln's death, !'e­
ka l! himself Is assassi nated by Hoshea, who thereafter 
usurps the throne o f Salllarla.-2 Kings 15:23-25,30. 

S Syria, Israel's for.mer ally, Is n ow a vassal of Assyria, the 
dominant power in the region. Isaiah prophesies about 
how Jehovah will use this new politiCOl I alignment: "The 
enemies of that one [Jsroel ] ',e I/ehevall) will goad an, 
Syria from the east alld tile Philistitles from behind, and 
they will eat up Israel with open moufh. It 1 view of all this 
his oliger has nat turned back. but his hand;s stretched out 
still." (Isaiah 9: JJb, '2) Yes, Syria Is now Israel's enemy, 
and Israe l must prepare for attack from ~'Yrla (llftl Syria. 
The invasion succeeds. Assyria makes the usurper Hoshea 
his servant, exacting a hefty tribute. (A few decades earlier, 
Assyria received a large Slim from King Mcnahem of Isra­
el .) 1·low true the prophet Hosea's wordS! "Stra ngers have 
eaten up his [Ephraim's) power"!-Hosca 7:9; 2 Kings 15: 
19,20; 17,1-3. 

9 Docs not Isaiah also say that the rhillstln~ will invade 
" 'ro m behind"? Yes. Prior to the days of magnetic com-

7, 8. For brael, what is Ihe result of Assyrht'S rO rlqucst of Syria? 
9. Why can WI;' 5ay thilt the !'hIlL' tlne.~ nl l ~ck "(ro l11 hehlnd"? 
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passes, the Hebrews indicated direction from the v i~­

point of a person fadng the su nrislng, Thus, "Lhe cast" 
was the front, while the west, the COClstal home of the Phi­
listines, was "behind." The "Israel" mentioned at 1s..1iah 9: 
12 may IncJlIdcJudah in this instil l1ce hCCiHlSC the Philis­
tines invaded Judah during the reign of Pckah's contem­
por;lry, AhilZ, l'aptllring and occupying a number of Jude­
;In cities and slrongho lds. Li ke Ephraim to the north, 
Judah deserves this discipl ine from Jehovah, for she too is 
riddled with apostasy.-2 Chronicles 28: 1-4, 18, 19. 

From 'Head to l'uil'- A NCltlo n of Re be ls 

H) In spite of ali its suffering-and despite the strong pro­
nou ncements of Jehovah's propheL-.- thc nOrthern king­
dom persists in rebellion against Jehovah. '7he people 
tllemselves hove not returned to the One striking them, 
alld Jehova/l of armies they have not sough t " ( Isaiah 9:13) 
Con~eqllenlly, the prophet says: "Jehovah will cut off from 
Israel head and tail, shoot and rusll, In one day. The aged 
and highly re5pected one is the Ilead, and the prophet giv­
ing false Instruction is the tail. And those who are leading 
this people on prove to be the ones causing them to wan­
der; Gild those of them who are being led on, the ones who 
are being confused, N -Isaiah 9: 14-76. 

11 The "head" and the "shoot" rep resent li the aged and 
highly respected one"- the leaders of the nation. The 
"t,ll1" and the " rush n refer to false prophets who utter 
words pleasing to their leaders. A IlIble scholar writes: 
"The false Prophets a re called the tail , because Lhey 
were morally the basest of the people, and because lhey 

10, II. What punishment willlehov~h brlug against hrael because 
of their persistent rebclllon? 
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were t he servile ad herents and supporte~ of wicked rul­
ers." Professor Ed\o\',lfd J. You ng sa~ of these fa lse proph­
cl~: "No leadcrs were they bu t, (allowing where thc leaders 
lcd, they simply flattered and f.lwned, a waggin l-: tall o n a 
clog.if_Compare 2 l1mothy 4:3. 

Even ' Widows and 
Fatherless Boyst Are Re bels 

12 Jehovah is the Champion of widows and fatherless 
boys. (Exodus 22:22, 23) Yet, hear what Isaiah now S.1yS: 
HJehovah will not rejoice even over their young men, and 
upon their fatherless boys and upon their widows he will 
have tlO mercy; because all of them are apostates alld evil­
doers and every mouth is speaking senselessness. In view 
of 011 this his onger hos not turned bock, but his hand 
;s stretched out still." (Isaiah 9: 17) Apostasy has corrupt­
ed all levels o f sociely, incl uding the widows ;md fa lherless 
hoys! Jehovah patiently sends h is prophets, hopi ng thaI 
the people will change their w'lys. For eXilnlplc, "Do come 
back, 0 Israel, to Jehovah your God, fo r you h;lvc stum­
bled In )'Our error," p l~iI(ts 1·losea. (Hosea 14: 1) How It 
must p'lin the Champion o f wido\l\"S and fa therless boys to 
have to e.xecute judgment against even them! 

13 Like Isaiah, we are living in critical times prior to Jehu. 
vall's day of judgment againsl the wicked. (2 Timothy 3: 
1-5) How important, then, that true Christians, regard less 
o f thei r sitlmlio n in li fe, remain spiri tually, morally, and 
mentally clean in o rder to retain God's favor. Let each ont:! 
jealously guard his relationship with Jehov·olh. Let none 
who have escaped from uRclbylon the Great'" evcr again 
"share wil h her in her sins."-Rcvelalion 18:2,4. 

12 How dl'i!p Imo Israeli !;:: socl!!I)' has corrul'llun l'c.nl"Lr<lh .. 'tI? 
13. \\Ihm can we learn from the ~llUaLion 111 Isal il h's day? 
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False Wo rship Ureeds Violence 

14 F,llse worship is, in e ffect, the wo rship of demons. 
( I Corin thians 10:20) As d~monstratcd before the f1o<x1, 
demon innllcncc leads to violence. (GenesiS 6: 11 ,12) Il is 
no surprise, then, that when Israel turns apost.1I'C and be­
gins worsh ipi ng the demons, violence and wickedness fill 
lhe land.- Deuteronomy 32: 17; Psalm 106;35-38. 

IS In vivid word pictures, Isaiah describes the spread of 
wlckcdnc:;s and violence In Israel: NWickedness has be­
come aflame just like a fire; tllombushes and weeds it will 
eat up. And It will catch fire in tl,e thickets of tile forest, 
and they wlff be bome oloft as the billowing of smoke. III 

14, ]5. (II) What rl~ultS from demo n worshIp? (b) Isaiah I' rophl'Sies 
Ihlt Israel will experience Whl l ongOing su ffering? 

Wlcll.ednel$ and vlolellce sweep through Israel 
like a forest fire 
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the fury of Jehovah of armies the land has been set afire, 
and the people will become as food for tf,e fire. No one 
wlJlsllOw compassion even on his brother. And one will cut 
down on the right and will certainly be hungry; and olle 
will eat on the left, and they will certainly not be satisfied. 
n,ey will each one eat the flesh of his own arm, Monosseh 
Ephraim, ond Ephraim Manosseh. Together they will be 
against Judah. In view of all this his anger has not tumed 
bock, but his hand is stretched out still." - Isaiah 9: 18-21. 

16 Uke a flame that spreads from thornbush to I-horn-
bush, violence races out of control and quickly reach­
es "the thickets of the fo rcst," creating a fu ll-blown fores t 
ti re ofvioJence. Bible commen tators Keil and Ocli tzsch de­
scrIbe the level of violence as being "the most inhuman 
self-destruction during an anarchical civi l war. Destitute o f 
any tender emotions, they devoured one a nother Without 
bei ng satisfted." Likely, the tribes o f Ephraim and Manas­
seh are Singled out here bec.1use they are the main repre­
sen tatives of the northern kingdom illld, a~ descendants 
o f Joseph's two sons, they are the most closely related of 
the ten tribes. Despite this, however, they interrupt their 
fratricidal violence only when they war against Judah to 
t.he south.-2 Chronides 28:1-8. 

Corr upt Judges Meet Their J udge 

t7 Jehovah next focuses his judicial eye on Israel's cor­
rupt judges and other offidal s. These abuse their power 
by plundering the lowly and afflicted ones who come to 

16. How arc the words o f Isaiah 9:18-21 fulfilled? 
17, 18. What corruption exists In Isracl 's legal a lld admlnbtrlltl\'e 
sy~tem? 

Jehovoh will hold 
to account those who prey on otfl ers 
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them seeking justice. Isaiah says: 'Woe to those who are 
enacting harmful regulations and those who, constantly 
writing, have written out sheer trouble, in order to push 
away the lowly ones from a legal case and to wrest away 
justice from the afflicted ones of my people, for the widows 
to become their spoil, and that they may plunder even the 
fatherless boys!H-lsaiah 10:1, 2 . 

18 Jehovah's Law forbids all forms of injusLice: "You peo­
ple must not do in justice in the judgment. You must not 
treat the lowly with partiality, and you must not prefer 
the person of a great o ne," (Leviticus 19: 15) Disregarding 
that law, these o ffi cials draw up their own "harmful regu­
la tlons~ so as to legitimize what amounts to outright theft 
of the cruelest kind-taking the scanty possessions of wid­
ows and fatherless boys. Israel's fa lse gods are, of course, 
blind to th is injustice, but Jehovah is not. Through Isaiah, 
Jehovah now focuses his attention on these wicked judges. 

19 HWhat will you men do at the day of being given at­
tention and at the ruin, when it comes from far away? To­
ward wham wilf you flee for assistance, and where will you 
leave your glory, except it be that one must bow down un­
der the prisoners ond that people keep falling under those 
who have been killed?'" (lsoiah 10:3, 40) The widows and 
fatherless boys have no honest judges to whom to appeal. 
How appropriate, then, that Jehovah now asks those cor­
rupt Israeli te judges whom they will turn to now that Je­
hovah is holding them to account. Yes, they are about to 
learn that Nit is a fearful thing to fall into the hands o f the 
living God."-Hebrews 10:31. 

ZO The "glory" of these wicked judges-the world ly pres­
tige, honor, and power that com e with their wealth and 

19, ZOo How will the situation of the corrupt Israeli te ludges be 
changed, and what wlll happen to thei r Mglory· 7 
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position- will be short -lived. Some will become prisoners 
of war, 'bowing down,' or crouching, among other prison­
ers, while the rest will be slain, their corpses covered with 
the war dead. Their "glory'! also indudes ill·gotten riches, 
which will be plunde red by the enemy. 

21 Isaiah concludes this fmal strophe with a grim warn· 
ing: "tn view of all this lall the woe that the nation has so 
far suffered I his anger has tlot turned back" but his hand is 
stretched out still. H (Isaiah JO:4b) Yes, Jehovah has more 
to ~y to Israe l. Jehovilh 's outstretched ha nd will not be 
d rawn back until he d elivers a final, devastating blow to 
the rebellious northern kingdom. 

Neve r Fa ll Prey to Falseh ood and Self· Interest 

22 Jehovah's word through I~iah fell heavlly upon Is­
rael and 'd id not return to him without results.' (Isaiah 
55: 10, II ) History TCt'Ords the tragic end of the northern 
kingdom of Israel, and we c<tn only imagine the suffer· 
Ing that its inhabitants had to endu re. Just as surely, God's 
wo rd wi ll be fulfilled o n the present system of things, es· 
pecially on apostate Christendom . How important, then, 
that Christians g ive no ear to lying, anti·God propagan· 
da! Thanks to God's Word, Satan's clever strategies have 
long been exposed, so that we need no t be overreached 
by them as were the people of ancient Israel. (2 Corin­
thians 2:11 ) May all o f LIS never cease to worSh ip Jehovah 
"With spirit and tru th." Uohn 4:24) In that case, h is out· 
stretched hand will not strike his worshipers as it did rebel­
Iio lls Ephraim; his arllls will warm ly em brace them, and 
he will help them a lo ng the TOad to everlasting life on a 
pmadise earth.-James 4:8. 

21. In VIew of the punishments that Israel has receh-ed, hou Jeho­
vah's angl'!r against them ..:eascct? 
22. Whltt lesson can we learn from what h~ppened to israe l? 



CHAPTER TWELVE 

Do Not Be Afraid 
of the Assyrian 

Isaiah 10:5-3 4 

IN THE middle of the ninth century B_CF.., the Hebrew 
prophet Jonah, son o f Amittai, ventured into Nineveh, 
th e capital of the Assyrian Empire. He had a weighty mes­
sage to deliver. Jehovah had told him: "Get up, go to Ni ne­
veh the great city, and proclaim against her that their bild­
ness has come up before me."-Jonah 1 :2,3. 

2 When he fi rst received his commission, Jonah ran off 
[n the opposite direction, toward Tarshish. From <I hu man 
sta ndpoint, Jonah had reason to be reluctant. The Assyrl­
ans were a cruel people. Notice how one Assyrian mon­
.lrch dealt with his enemies: "J ellt o ff the limbs of the of· 
fi cers ... Many captives from amo ng them I burned with 
fire, and many I took as living captives. From some I cu t 
off their hands and their fingers, and fro m others I Clit 

off their noses." Still, when Jonah finally delivered Jeho­
vah's message, the Ninevites repented of their sins and 
Jehovah spared the city at that time.-Jonah 3:3-10; Mat­
thew 12:41. 

Jehovah Takes Up " the Ro d " 

3 Do the Israelites, to wbo m Jonah also preached, TC-

I. 2. (a) From a human standpoint. why did Jonah seem to have 
good reason 10 be reluctant to accept his rommlulon 10 preach 10 
Ihe Assyrians? (b) How dId the Nillevlt~ leact to Jonilh'~ nll~age7 
3. !"low does the reaction of the hraelites to the warnings delh-ercd 
by Jehovah's prophets differ frolll that of the Nlnevltc~1 
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spond? (2 Kings 14:25) No. They turn their backs on pure 
worship. Indeed, they go so far as "to bow down to aU the 
army of the heavens and to serve Baa!." What Is more, 
" they continued to m.ake -thei r sons and their daughters 
pilSS through the fIrc and to practice divination and to 
look for omens, and they kept selling themselves to do 
what was bad in the eyes of Jehovah, to offend him." 
(2 Kings 17:16,17) Un like the Nincvites, Israel does not re­
spond when Jehovah sends prophets to \'Varn them. So Je­
hovah determi nes to take stronger measures . 

.. r-or some time after Jonah's visit to Nineveh, there is 
a decline In Assyrlon aggression,· However, at the begi n­
ning of the eighth century H.C.E., Assyria reasserts itself 
as ;. military power. and Jehovah uses it In an astonish­
Ing way. The prophet Isaiah conveys a warning from Jeho­
vah 10 the northern ki ngdom o f Israel: "Aha, the Assyrian, 
the rod (or my anger, and the stick that Is in their hand (or 
my denunciation! AgO/fISt an opostote notion I shall send 
111m, and against the people of my fury I shall issue a com­
mand to him, to take much spoil and to take much plun­
der and to make it a trampling place like the cloy of the 
slreeu,"-Isalah 10:5, 6, 

S What a humiliation fo r the Israelites! God uses a pa­
gan natlo n-" the Assyrian"-as a "rodH to pu nish them. 
In 742 LtC.~: , Assyrian Ki ng Shalmaneser V lays siege to 
Samaria, capital o f the apostate natio n of Israel. Fro m its 
st rategic location o n a hill some 300 feet high, Samaria 
wards off the enemy for al most three years, But no hu· 
man strategy can block God's purpose, In 740 B,CE., Sa­
maria falis, trampled lander Assyrian feet .-2 Kings 18:10 . 

• .\H Ilul.gM 011 till' S<rll,w ra, Volume I , page 203. 

~ , S, (3 ) What Is nllmlt lly "t he Assyrian: and how wl1l Jehovah 
u.~e him as II "'od"? lll) Whl'u does Sa maria fall? 



6 Altho ugh u.sc<1 by Jehovah to teach his pt'Ople alcswn, 
the A.o;syrians them.selves do nol recogni?.c Jehovah. Thai 
is why he goc'S o n to say: '7 110ugll [the ASJyrion J may nol 
be that way. he wilf feel inclined; though llis heart may 
not be that way. he will scheme, because to annihilate is i/1 
his heart, and to cut off natiollS nol a few. II (Isaiah 10:7) 
Jehovah means the Assyrian to be an instrument In the 
divine haml. Bu t the Assyrian fee ls InclI ned to be some· 
thI ng else. His heart urges him to scheme ror something 
grander-conquest o f the then-known world! 

7 Many of the non-Israeli te cities conqllcllxl hy the As­
syrian were previously ruled by kings. These fo rmer kings 
now have to submit to the king o f Assyria as vass.l l 
princes, so he can truly boast: "Are not my princes at tile 
some time kings?" (/saial! 10:8) The false gods o f pro m­
Inent cities of the nations could not save their worsh Ip­
ers from destruction. The gods won.hiped by the inhabIt­
ants of Samaria, such as Baal, Molecil, ;Ind the go lden 
calves, will not proted ' that Ci ty. Hav! ng forSilken Jt'ho­
va h, Sa maria has no right to expecl h!m to intervene. Let 
,IllY loday who forsake Jehovah take nollce of ~ullilriil 'S 
r;lIe! The Assyrian can well boast regardi ng Sa maria and 
the other ciUes he has conquered: " Is II0t Calno jusl like 
Carchemish? Is not Hamath just like Arpad? Is nol Samar­
ia just like Damascus?" ( lsoial1 10:9) They arC aU the SillllC 

to the Assyrian-spoil for h im to take. 

K However, the Assyrian gO<'S too far In hIs \:X);bting. 

6. III Whilt W~>' UOCS the Assyri~n go btY(l!l!l wh:n J~ l l(lvull 11 M 111 
mind (or hlm7 
7. (ill Expl~!n the expression "Are nOI rn>' prhl~es at ti le ~ame time 
"lnEls/~ (b) Of what should tho5C 1000ay II'ho fors .. ,!;:c J~h\I\I,'h llI!;:e 
note? 
K. !.I. Why h It that the Assyrian gOl.'S 100 lar when hI! .;cL, 11 1$ ' I)l hl ~ 
011 JeruSlltem? 



Sennacherfb realonl that gathering the nations 
is as easy as gathering eggs from a nest 

He says: " Whenever my hand lJas reached tile kingdoms 
of the valueless god whose grove" Images are more thon 
those at Jerusalem and at Samaria, will it tlot be that just 
as I shalf have done to Samaria and to her 1IOIueless gods, 
even so I shaff do to Jerusalem and to her idols 7'" <Isaiah 
10: 10, 11) The ki ngdoms already dcfeatcd by the Assyri­
an possessed rar more idols than dojerus.1lcm or even Sa­
maria. 'What,' he reasons, ' Is to prevent me rrom do ing to 
j erusalem what I did to Siuua r!a?' 

9 The braggart! j ehovah will not nllow him to take jeru­
salem. True, Judah docs not hove a spotless record o f sup­
porting true worship. (2 Kings 16:7-9; 2 Chronicles 28:24) 
Jehovah has warned that because of her unfait hfulness, 
Judah will su ffer much during the Assyrian invasion. But 
Jerusalem will survive. (15<II<lh 1:7, 8) When the A~syrian 
invasion occurs, 1-IC1,.eklah Is king In JeruSillcm. I-Iezekiah 
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is n ot Uke his father, Ahaz. Why, in the ve ry fi rst month of 
his reign, Hezekiah reopens the temple doo rs and restores 
pure worship!- 2 Chronicles 29:3-5. 

iO So Assyria's proposed attack on Jerusalem does not 
have Jehovah's approval. Jehovah promises an account­
ing with that insolent world power: "It must occur that 
when Jehovah terminates all his work in Mount Zion and 
in Jerusalem, I sholl make an accounting for the fruitage 
of the insolence of the heart of the king of Assyria and for 
the self-importance of his loftiness of eyes. "-Isafah 10:12. 

On to Judah and Jerusa lem! 

11 Eight years after the no rthern kingdom fell in 
740 B.C.£.. a new Assyrian monarch , Sennacherib, march­
es against JerusaJem . lsalah poetically describes Sennach­
e rib's prideful plan: ul shall remove the boundaries of peo­
ples, and their things stored up I shall certainly pillage, 
and I shall bring down the inhabitants just like a powerful 
one. And Just as jf a nest, my hand will reach the resources 
of the peoples; and just as when one gathers eggs that 
have been left, f myself wi/J gather up even all the earth, 
and there wiJI certainly be no one fluttering his wings or 
opening his mouth or chirping." (Isaiah 10:13, 14) Sen­
nachcrib reasons that other d ties have fallen and Samaria 
is no more, so Jerusalem will be easy prey! The city m ight 
put up a halfhearted fight, but with hardly a chi rp, its in­
habitilll ts will be quickly subdued, their resources plucked 
up like eggs from an ab..'\ndoned nest. 

12 However, Sennacherib is forgetting something. Apos-

to. What does Jehovah promise rega.rdlng the Assyrian? 
11. Why does the Assyrian think tha t Jerusalem will be easy prey? 
12. Whatdoes)ehovah show to be the right way to view thlng~ with 
regard to the Assyrian's boasts? 
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tate Samaria deserved the pu nishment that it received. 
Under King Hezekiah, however, Jerusalem has o nce again 
hecome a bastion of pure worship. Anyone wanting to 
touch jerusalem will have jehovah to reckon with! In­
dignantly, Isaiah asks: "Will the ax enhance itself over the 
one chopping with it or the saw magnify itself over the 
one moving it back and forth, as though the stoff moved 
bock and forth the ones raising it on high, as though the 
rod raised on high the one who is not woodr (Isaiah 10: 
15) The Assyrian Empire Is a mere tool in jehovah 's hand, 
much as an ax, a saw, a staff, or a rod might be llSed by 
a woodsman, a sawyer, or a shepherd. How dare the rod 
now magnify itself over the one who uses It! 

I :~ What will happen to the Assyrian? '7he true Lord, Je­
hovah of armies, will keep sending upon his fat ones a 
wasting disease, and under his glory a burning will keep 
burning away like the burning of a fire. And Israel's Ught 
must become a fire, and his Holy One a flame; and it must 
blaze up and eat up his weeds and his thornbushes in one 
day. And the glory of his forest and of his orchard He will 
bring to an end, even from the soul clear to the flesh, and 
it must become like the melting away of one that is ail­
ing. And the rest of the trees of his forest-they will become 
such a number that a mere boy will be able to write them 
down." ( Isaiah 10:16- 19) Yes, jehovah will whittle that 
Assyrian "rod" down to size! The "fat ones" of the Assyri­
an 's army, his stout soldiers, will be struck with "a wast­
ing d isease." They will not look so strong! Uke so many 
weeds and thornbushes, his ground trooj>S will be burned 
by the Ught of Israel, Jehovah God. And "the glory of his 

13. IdentHy and te11 what happtn~ to (a) t he #ft\t OI1e5 .~ (b) 'the 
weeds and thornbu~hes: le) "thl.' glory of his fo rest." 
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forest," his military officers, wilt come to their end. After 
Jehovah finishes with the Assyrian, so few officers will re­
main that a mere boy will be able to number them on his 
fingers! - See olso Isaiah 10:33, 34. 

14 Still, the Jews living in Jerusalem In 732 B.C.E. must 
nnd it hard to believe that the Assyrian will be defeated. 
The vast Assyrian army is advan cing relentlessly. Usten to 
the list of cities in Judah that have fall en: "He has come 
upon Aloth . _ . Migron ... Michmash ... Gebo . .. Ramah 
· .. Gibeah of Saul . .. Gallim •.. Loishah ... Anothoth 
· .. Modmenoh ... Gebim ... Nob." (Isaiah 10:18-320) ' 
Finally the invaders reach Lachish. just 30 miles from Jeru­
salem. Soon a large Assyrian army is threatening the city. 
"He waves his hand threateningly at the mountain of the 
daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. H (Isaiah 10:32b) 
What can stop the Assyrian? 

15 In his palace in the city, King Hczcklah b'TOwS anxious, 
l'le rips his garments apart and covers himself with sack­
cloth. (Isaiah 37: l) He sends men to the prophet Isaiah to 
inquire of jehovah on judah's behalf, They soon return 
with jehovah's answer: "Do not be afraid .. , [ shall cer­
tainly defend this aty." (Isaiah 37:6, 35) Still, the Assyrians 
are menadng and supremely confident. 

16 Faith-thal is what will carry King Hezeklah through 
this crisis. Faith is "the evident demonstratio n of reali­
ties though not beheld." (Hebrews 11:1) It involves look· 

• For clarity,lsaiah 10:28-32 is discussed before I~alah 10:20·27. 

14. Describe the progress of the Assyrian on the soli o f Judah by 
732 B.C.E. 
15, 16. (a) Why does King Hezekiah n<.'<!rl strong faith? (b) What ba­
sis Is there for Hezekiah's faith tha t Jehovah will come to hl~ nill? 
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Ing bcyond the obvious. But r.llth is based o n knowledge. 
l-lel.cklah likely remcm bers that ahead o f time Jehovah 
spoke these comfo rting words: "Do nat be afraid, 0 my 
people wha ore dwelling in Zion, because of the Assyri­
on ... For yet a very little while-and the denunciation 
will have come to all end, and my anger, In their wear~ 

Ing away. And Jehovah of armies will certainly brandish 
againstllim a whip as at the defeat of Mid/on by the rock 
Oreb; and his staff will be upon the sea, and he will cer~ 
tainly 11ft it up /n the way that he did with Egypt" (lsa~ 
loh 70:24-26)~ Yes, God's people have been in difficult 
slhlatlons before. Hel.cklah's ancestors seemed hopelessly 
outclassed by Ih<.' egyptian army at the Red Sea. His fore­
fmher Gideon faced s taggering odds when Midlan and 
Amalek invaded Israel. Yet, j ehovah delivered his people 
o n those two occasions.-Exodus 14:7·9, 13,28; j udges 6: 
33; 7:21, 22. 

11 WlllJehovah do ag<lin whllt he did 0 11 those previous 
occasions? Yes. Jehovah promises: "It must occur in that 
day that his load will depart from upon your shoulder, 
ond his yoke (rom upon your neck, and the yoke will cer­
to(nly be wrecked because of the oil.'" (Isaiah 70:27) The 
Assyrian yoke will be lifted from the shoulder and the 
neck of God's covenant people. Indeed, the yoke will be 
"wrl'Ckcd "- and wrecked It is! In one night, the angel of 
j ehovah kills 185,000 of the Assyrians. The threat is re­
movl'(l, and the As.c;yrtans leave the soil o f Judah forever. 
(2 Kings 19;35.36) Why? "Because of the oil." This may 
refer to the 011 used to anoint Hezekiah as king In the line 

• For D dbcu))I(Jn (J' hlll:r.h 10;20 .. 23. set! Rba iah Loots Further 
Ahc~d; (In page ISS. 

17. lIow b the N>syrlan yoke "wft'Cl\('(I ,R lind \\'hy1 
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of David. Thus, Jehovah fulfills hI s promise: "I shall ccr· 
tain ly defend this city to save it for my own sake and for 
the sake of David my servant."-2 Kings 19:34. 

18 The account of Isaiah discussed in this chaptcr has to 
do with events in Judah more than 2,700 years ago. But 
those events have the utmost relevance today. (Romans 
15:4) Does th is mean that the major players in this thrill· 
ing narrative- the inhabitants of Samaria and Jerus.1lem 
as well as the Assyrians- have Olodern--day counterparts? 
Yes, it does. Like idolatrous Samaria, Christendom claims 
to worship Jehovah, but she is apostate to the corc. [n All 
Essay 011 ti,e Developmellt of Christiall Doctrille, Roman 
CatholicJohn Henry Cardinal Newman admits that items 
Christendom ha~ used for centuries, such as iU(.:ense, can­
dles, holy water, priestly garb, and images, "are all of pa· 
gan orlgin." Jehovah is no more pleased with Ch risten· 
dam's paganized worship than he was with Samaria's 
idolatry. 

19 For years, Jehovah's Witnesses have warned Christen· 
dam of Jehovah's displeasure. In 1955, for example, the 
public discourse entitled "Christendom or Christianity 
-Which One Is 'the Ught of the World'?" was delivered 
worldwide. The talk graphically explained the way that 
Christendom had strayed from genuine Christian doc· 
trine and practice. Thereafter, copies of th is powerfullec· 
ture were mailed to clergymen in many countries. As an 
organization, Christendom has failed to heed the warn­
ing. She leaves Jehovah with no choice but to disdpline 
her with a "rod." 

18. (a) DO<'s Isaiah's prophecy have more than one fulftllment? Jl.x­
plain. (bl What organization today is Uke anelent Samaria? 
19. Of Wh:ll has Christendom heen warned, and b>' whom? 



Do No/ Be Afmld of/ht: Assyrltlll '" 
20 Whom wUIJehovah use to discipl ine rebellio us Chris­

tendom? We find the answer in the 17th chapter of Reve­
lation. There we are introduced to a harlot, "Babylon the 
Great," representi ng aLi the world's false religions, includ­
ing Christendom. The harlot is riding a scilrlet-colored 
wild beast that ha~ seven heads and ten horns. (Reve­
lation 17:3, 5, 7-12) The wlld beast represents the Unit­
ed Nations organization! Just a~ the ancient Assyrian de­
stroyed Samaria, the scarlet-colored wild beast "will hate 
the harlot and will make her devastated and naked, and 
will eat up her fleshy parts and will L"Ompletely burn her 
with fire." (Revelation ] 7:16) Thus the modern-day Assyri­
an (nations associated with the UN) will deal Christen­
dom a mighty blow and will crush hcr out of existence. 

21 Will Jehovah's faithfu l Witnesses perish along with 
Uabylon the Great? No. God is not displeased with them. 
Pure worship will survive_ However, the wild beast that 
destroys Babylon the Great also casts a greedy eye in the 
direction of Jehovah's people. In doing so, the beast car­
ries out, not God's thought, but the thought of someone 
else. Who? Satan the Devil. 

12 Jehovah exposes Satan's pridefu l Sl.:heme: " It must oc­
cur in that day that things will come up into your [Sa­
tan'sl heart, and you will certainly think up an injurious 
scheme; and you must say: ' I shall ... come in upon those 
having no disturbance, dv·.elling in security, all of them 

• Additional information regarding the identity of the harlot and the 
scarlN-colored wild beast Is found in chapters 34 and 3S of the book 
Rf wlmion-J/s Gm"d ClilllllX At Halld!, published by the Watchtol~'er 

Dible and Tract Society of New York, Inc. 

20. (a) What w\1l serve as the modem-day Assyrian, and how wUl it 
be used as a rod? (b) To what extent will Christendom be diSCiplined? 
21 , 22. Who will motivate the wild beast to attack God's people? 
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dwelling without (a protective) wall .. .' It wil l be to get 
a big spoil and to do much plundering." (Ezekiel 38: 10-
12) Salan will reason, 'Yes, why nol Incite the nations to 
attack Jehovah's Witnesses? They arc vulnerable, unpro­
tected, wllhout political influence. They will offer no re­
s istance. How easy it will be to pluck them like eggs from 
an unprotet..1.ed nest! ' 

2J But watc;:h out, natio ns! Be advised that If you touch 
Jehovah's people. you will have to reckon with God him­
selr! Jehovah loves his people, ami he will figh t for them 
JUSt as surely as he fought for Jerusalem In Ihe days of 
Ilczcklah . When the modcrn-day Assyrian tries to anni­
hilate Jehovah's servants, he will rcally be baullng Jeho­
vah God and the Lamb, Jesus Christ . That Is a battle that 
the Assyrian cannot win. ''The 1...1Inl1 will cOnquer them,H 
the Bi ble says, "because he is Lord of lo rds and King o f 
kings.~ (Revelation 17:14; comp .... Hc Matt hew 25:40.) Uke 
the Assyrian of old, thc scarlet-tUlored wild beast will 'go 
o ff In to destruction.' It will be rca red no more.-Revel .. -
lion 17: 11. 

z" "rue Christians can face the future without fear if 
they keep th eir relationshi p with Jehovah strong and if 
they make the do ing o f his wiU their primary concern in 
life. (Matthew 6:33) Then they need "fear no thi ng bad." 
(~allll 23:4) With their eyes of fa ith, Ihey will sec God's 
mighty arm ra ised high, not to punish them, but to shield 
thelll from his enem ies. And their ears will hear these rc­
as.'iurlng \Y()rds: "00 not be afraid." - Isaiah 10:24. 

23. Wh)' wnt the modern-day Ass)'rlan be unable 10 du 10 (iOO'$ peo­
ph: what he dUd to ChristcndOln7 
2 ... (1I) What arc true Christians de termined to do to l)feparC fo r 
the future? (1)\ I-IQW does Isaiah look fu lthel nhl·.lll? (See box on 
pllge 155,) 
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ISAIAH LOOKS FURTHER AHEAD 
----------. ----------

Isaiah '0;20-23 

The 10th chapter of Isaiah focuses primarily on lhe way 
tha t Jehovah w ill use the Assyrian invas ion to execute 
ludgment upon Israel and on his promise to defend Je­
rusalem. Since verses 20 to 23 are lotaled in the middle 
of this prophecy, they can be viewed as having a gener­
al fulfillmen t during the same period. (Compare Isaiah 1: 
7-9.) HoweVer, the wording indicates that these verses ap­
ply more specifically to later periods when Jerusalem too 
would have to answer for the sins of her inhabitants. 

King Ahaz tries to gain security by turning to Assyria 
for help. The prophet Isaiah fo retells that at a fu ture time, 
the survivors of the house of Israel will never again pur­
sue such a senseless course. Isaiah 10;20 says that they will 
"support themselves upon Jehovah, the Holy One of Isra­
el, In trueness," Verse 21 shows, however, that only a small 
number will do so: "A mere remnant will return ," This re­
minds us of Isa iah's son Shear-jashub, who is a sign in Is· 
rael and whose name means "A Mere Remnant Will Re­
turn," (b.alah 7:3) Verse 22 of chapter 10 warns of a coming 
"extermination" that has been decided on, Such an exter· 
mination will be righteous because it is a just punishment 
on a rebellious people. As a resul t, from a thickly populat· 
ed nalion that is "like the grains of sand of the sea," only a 
remnant will return. Verse 23 warns lhallhis coming exter· 
mination will affect the whole land. Jerusalem will not be 
spared this lime. 

These verses well describe what happened In 607 B.C.E. 
when Jehovah used the Babylonian Empire as his "rod." 
The whole land, includ ing Jerusalem, fe ll to the invader. 



." 
The lews were taken captive to Babylon for 70 years. Af­
ter that, though, some-even if only "a mere remnant"- re­
turned to reestablish true worship In Jerusalem. 

The prophecy at Isaiah 10:20-23 had a further fulfillment 
In the first century, as shown a t Romans 9:27, 28. (Com­
pare Isaiah 1:9; Romans 9:29.) Paul eKplains that in a spiri­
tual sense, a "remnant'" of Jews 'returned' Lo Jehovah in the 
first century c.E., inasmuch as a small number of faithfu l 
Jews became followers of Jesus Chrisl and began worship­
ing Jehovah "with spirit and truth." (John 4:24) These were 
later joined by believing Genti les, making up a spiritual 
nation, "the Israel of God ," (Galatians 6:16) On this oc­
casion the words of Isaiah 10:20 were 
fu lfilled: "Never again" did a nation 
dedicated to Jehovah turn away from 
him to human sources for support. 



CHAPTtR THI RTE::' "N __ 

Salvation and Rejoicing 
Under the Mess iah's Reign 

Isaiah 11 :1- 12 :6 

IN THE days of 15.1Iah, the spi ritual cond ition of God 's 
covenant people wa5 bad. Even under the rulc of fa ith­
ful kings, slich as Uzzlah and Jotharn, many of the pe0-
ple worshiped at the high places. (2 Kings 15:14, 34, :i5; 
2 Chronicles 26:1, 4) When HC7..eklah became king, he 
had 10 remove the appendages of l\aal worship from the 
Innd. (2 Chrcmides 3 1: 1) No wonder Ihat Jehovah urged 
his people to return to him and warned of discipline to 
come! 

2 Still, not all were out-and-Ollt rel>e.ls, Jehovah had 
faithful prophets, and likely there were 50me Jews who 
listened to them. Jehovah had comforting wo rds for these 
ones. After describing the terrible depreda lions thai Ju­
dah would experience during the Assyrian invasion, the 
prophet 1s.11ah W35 Inspired to pen one of the most beau­
tiful p.:15S<lges in the whole Bible, a description of the bless­
Ings to come under the reig n of the Mc..'ssla h." Some as­
pects o f these blessings turned out to have a smail-s(:lIle 

• ~Mc.\SliIh · I~ de.rlVl'd from till' Heb~· \'\I1d FlUI ·l l!I'" rll, me,lnlng 
~Anointed One.- TheGreekC\julvalent Is KI"j·$Im', or ·Chrlst. --Mat· 
thew 2:'1 , footnote. 

\, Oescrlb ... the spiri tual conditio n o f God '~ CO."c rlIU1llx:oplc In the 
dnys uf t~ aI3h , 

2, 3. WI1 :11 cm:o uragemcnt does Jehovah supply for those who de­
si re to wn'j,' him dlospltc widespread unfalth fu lness1 
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fulfillment when the JelY$ ret\!rned (rom capUvity in Bab­
ylon. Sutthe prophecy ilS a whole has a !TWIO! fulfillment 
toc:l;\y. True, Isaiah and ot her faithfu l Jews of his time dJd 
no t live to see these: blessings. lIu t they look(.'(1 fo nvard to 
t hem in fa ith anel will see a fu lfillment o f 1s.,la h's words 
afll'r the resurrcction .- Hebrcws 11:35. 

3 Jehovah's modern-day peop le ellso need encourage­
ment. Rapidly decaying mora l valucs In the world, vicious 
Ol'lJOsition to the Kingdom m essage, and personal weak­
nesses challenge all of them. Isa iah's wonderful words 
ilbout tltt Messiah and his reign can strengthen and help 
Goel's people to meet these ch ll llcnges. 

The Menloh is " 0 

twig - our of Jesle, 
through King David 



IS' 
Mess iah - A Ca l)able t ead cr 

.. Centu ries before Isaiah's time, o lher I lebrcw Bible writ­
e rs pol nh.'d to the coming o f the Messiah, the tru e:: Leader, 
whomjchova h would se nd to Iswel. ( ,enes]s 49: 10; Deu­
teronomy 18: 18; Psal m 118;22, 26) Now til rough Isaiah, 
Jehova h adds (urt ller details. Isaiah wrill'S: '7 here must go 
fo rth a twig out of the stump of Jesse; alld out of his roots 
a sprout will be fruitfuf," (Isaiah 11: I ; comp;ut· Psalm 132: 
11.) "'Twig" and "sl)rout" bot h indicate tl mt the Messiah 
will be the descc/ltitlllt ofj csse through his son David, who 
was anointed with oil as king of Israel. (I Samud 16:13; 
Jerem Iah 23:5; Revelation 22: 16) When the true Messiah 
a rrives, this "sprout)' from the house of Dllvlct, Is to pro­
dlK"C good fruit. 

.\ '111C promiSed Messiah is Jesus. The gospel writer Mat­
thew ,Illuded to Ule words o f Isaiah 11:1 when he sa id that 
Jeslis' being called "a Nazarene" fu lfilled the words o f the 
prophets. Hecause he was brought up In tile town of Naza­
ret h, Jeslis lViI ~ ('~llled a Nilzilrene, a name app<uc.ntly re lat­
ed to the It ell rew word used in Isaiah 11:1 for "sp rou L. "· 
- Matthew 2:23, foot no te; Luke 2::~9, 40. 

6 What kind o f ruler will the Messiah be? Will he be like 
the cruci. self-willed Assyrian who destroys the ten-lrlbe 
northern kingdom of Israel? Of cour<;e not. Of the Messi­
ah, Isaiilh say:>: "Upon him tile spirit of Jellovah must set­
tle down, tile spirit of wisdom and of undentalldi' lg, the 
spirit of coulISel and of mightiness, tile sp irit of ktlowledge 
and of tile fear of Jehovah; and there will be enjoyment by 

• T he I lchtt!w w()rU for ·5proU[~ Is Ili"h'tl, lUlU for ·Nal1:JrCIII!" Is NoL{­
rl'. 

·1. S. Wh:!I dId balah prophesy regarding Ihe coming of Ih\· M('Ssl­
ah, antI \\'hat application of Isaiah's words did Mmlllcw 11111'1:!fCl1tly 
mnk!!? 
6. Whm klllli of ruler is the Mc~s!~ h Ilrophe~lcd to he? 
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Ilim in the (ear of Jehovall. " (Isaiah 11:2, 3a) The Mes­
siah Is anointed, not with o il, but with God's holy spir­
it. This happens at Jesus' baptism, when John I he 1J.1ptlzer 
sees God's holy spirit descend ing o n Jeslls In the form of 
a dove. (Luke 3:22) Je hovah 's spirit 'settles down ul>on ' Je­
sus, and he gives evidence o f Ihls when he actS wi th 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, migh tiness, and knowl­
edge. What eX(1;' lIent quali ties ror a ruler ! 

7 Jesus' followers too can receive holy spirit. In one 
of his discourses, Jesus declared: "If you, although being 
wicked, know how to give good gifts to your chi ldren. how 
much morc so will the Father In heaven give holy spirll 
to those asking him! " (I.u ke II : 13) He nce, we should nev­
er hesitate to ask God for holy spirit, no r sho uld we cease 
to cultivate its wholesome fruitage-"love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering. kindness, goodness, fai th, mildness. self­
control." (Galatians 5:22, 23) Je hova h promises to answer 
the request of Jesus' followers fo r "wisdom frol11 above" 
to help them deal successfully with the challenges o f li fe . 
- James 1:5; 3: 17. 

8 What Is the fea r of Jehovah that the Messiah displays? 
jesus certain ly is not te rriliC,,'(1 by God, fearfu l of his con­
demnation. Rather. the Messiah has a respectful awe of 
God, a loving reverence for him. A God-fearing person de­
sires always to "do the things pleasing to him," as je­
sus does. (John 8:29) By word and exillnl)le. jesus leaches 
that there is no greater joy than walking l'Very day in the 
wholesome fear of jehovah. 

A Righteo us and Me rcifu l Judge 

9 Isaiah foretells moreaf the Messiah's characteristics: "He 

7. What promise did Jesus make to hb faithful (oIIOW<!rs? 
8. How does Jesus find enJoymcnt In the fea r of Jehovah? 
9. What cxample does J..-sU} glV'l! 10 those ra iled uI)(In 10 ludKe mat· 
leu In the Christian congregatlon? 
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wif/ not judge by any mere appearance to his eyes, nor re­
prove simpfyaccord/ng to the thing heard by his eON." (Isa­
iah 11 :3b) If you had to stand before a court of law, would 
you not be grateful for a ludge like thai? In his capacity as 
Judge of all mankind, the Messiah Is not swayed by false 
arguments, clever courtroom tactics, rumors, or superficial 
factors, such as wealth , Hesccs through deception and looks 
beyond unflatte ring ou twilrd aPI)Carances, discerning "the 
secret person of the hearl," "the hidden man," (1 Peter 3:4, 
footnote) Jesus' superlative example serves as the model for 
illI who are caHed lLpon to Judge matters In the Christian 
congregation,- l Corinth ians 6:1-4. 

10 How will the Messiah's superlallve quallllcs Influence 
his judidal decisions? Isaiah explains: " With righteousness 
he must Judge the lowly ones, and with uprightness he 
must give reproof in behalf of the meek ones of the earth. 
And he must strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
and with the spirit of his lips he will put the wicked one to 
death. And righteousness must prove to be tile belt of his 
hips, and faithfulness the belt of Ills loins. it_Isaiah 11:4, S. 

II When his followers need correction, Jesus delivers it 
in the way that benefi ts them most- an excellent exam­
ple for Christian elders. On the other hand, those who 
practice wickedness can expect ludgment of a severe sort. 
When God calls this system of things to account, the Mes· 
siah will "strike the earth" with his authoritative YOlre, is­
suing a judgment of destruction for all the wicked, (Psalm 
2:9; compare Revelation 19:15.) Eventua lly, there will be 
no wicked people left to disturb the peace of mankind. 
(Psalm 37:10, 11)Jesus. with his hips and loins girded with 
righteousness and faithfulness, has the power to accom· 
plish this.- Psalm 45:3·7, 

10, II. (.) In what wOIy docs Jt~UI corrtCI his fo IlOl<o'eB? (b) What 
judgment does Jesus rernk!r to t he wkked7 
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CIW!'I8CcJ Conditions on Ea.rth 

12 Pictu re an IsrJc1Hc who has just learned of Cyrus' de­
cree tllilt the Jews return 10 Jcws.1lem ,Ind rebu ild the tem­
ple. Will he leave: the sct1Jrltyof n.1hylon to make the long 
tr ip home? During Is rael 's 70-year absence, the deserted 
C.elds have Ix.xutnc over~rown wit h wl"Cds. Wolves, leop­
,m ls. lions, and bears now freely prowl those fields. Co­
hras 100 n13k<: their ho me there. The returning Jews will 
have to depend on domcstic .tnilllais for su rvival- flocks 
and herds wi ll provide milk, wool, and meat, and oxen 
will pull the plow. Will these fall viClim lo predators? Will 
small children he bitten by snakes? What about the dan­
b'Cr of being i.unbush l>(i on the journey? 

1:1 Isaiah nOw palnu a heartwarming picture of the con­
ditions that God will bring about In the land. lie says: 
"The wolf will actllally reside for a while with the male 
lamb, mId with tlte kid the leopard itself will lie down, and 
the calf and tile mailed yOllng lion and the well-fed ani­
mal all togetller; and a mere little boy will be leader over 
them. And tile cow and the bear themselves will feed; to­
ge!IIer tllelr young ones will lie dow", And even the lion 
will eat straw jllst like the bull. And the sucking child will 
certainly play upon the hofe of tile cobra; and upon the 
ligllt aperture o( a poisonous snake will a weaned child 
actually put his own hand. They will not do any harm or 
cause allY ruin in all my hofy mountain; because the 
earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jeho­
vall as the waters are covering the very sea." (Isaiah 11: 
6-9) 00 Ihese ..... ords not touch the heart? Notice that the 

12. \'Ilmt con~rns might a Jew luwc when he contemplates fI.'tum­
Ing from Itlb)'lnn to the I'!omlsed l;tnd? 
13. {a) Whal heartwarmIng picture does Inlah palnt7 {b) 'iow do 
we know tha t the IlCace: Is.,tah descrlbt.-s In\'ol\"C.~ more than safety 
from wild nnlmals? 

• 
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peace described here results (ro m the knowledge of Jeho­
vah. Hence, more is involved th an Illere safety fro m wi ld 
animals. The knowledge of Jehovah will not chanb'C ani­
mals, bu t it will affect people. Neither o n the way home 
nor in their restored land will the Israelites need to fea r 
wild beasts or beastlike men.- ezra 8:21, 22; lsal.lh 35:8-
10; 65,25. 

14 Th is prophecy, however, has a la rger fulfillment. In 
1914, Jesus, the Messiah, was enthro ned on heavenly 
MOllnt Zion. In 1919 the remaining ones of " the Israel of 
God" expe rienced release from R.1hylo nish captivity and 
shared In the restoration of true worship. (Galatians 6: 16) 
J\s a resu lt, the way was opened fo r a modern.(iay fu llll l­
ment of Isaiah's Paradise prophecy. "Accurate knowledge," 
the knowledge of Jehovah, has changed personalities. (C0-
lossians 3;9, 10) Formerly violent people have become 
peaceable. (Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:17·24) 111l'Sc de· 
velopments have now affected millions because Isaiah's 
prophecy has come to Include a rapidly Increasi ng num· 
ber of Christians with an earthly hope. (Psalm 37:29; Isa· 
In il 60:22) These have learned to look to the tIme when 
the whole earth will be restored as a secure, pc;tt'Cful para· 
disc, accordi ng to God's origi nal purpose.-Malthew 6:9, 
10; 2 Peter 3; 13. 

IS In that restored Paradise, wUl lsaiah's prophecy have a 
fu rther, perhaps more literal, fulfillment? It seems reason­
able to think so. The prophecy gives to all who will IIvc 
under the Messiah's rule the same assu rance Ihal It gave 
to the returning Israelites; they ancl their children will not 
feel threiltened by harm from any source-human or 3nl· 
mal. Under the Messiah's Kingdom rule, all earth 's Inhab--

14. What Is the larger fulfill ment of Isaiah 11:6·91 
1.\. Can we reasonably expect 1s3 Iah '~ WOlds to hllvc 11 IUeral ful l1l1 · 
ment in the nc\\' \'m rld? Exp!;!.!n. 
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itants will enjoy peaceful conditions like those that Adam 
and Eve enjoyed in Eden. Of course, the Scriptures do not 
reveal every detail of what life was like in Eden-orofwhnt 
it will be like in Paradise. We can be confident, though, 
that under the wise and loving rule of the King Jesus 
Ch rist, everythi ng will be just as it should be. 

Pure Worshil) Res tored Through thc Messiah 

16 Pure worship first cnlnc under att ack In Eden when Sa­
tan successfully Innuenced Adam and E.ve 10 disobey Jeho­
vah. To this day, Satan has not given up his g0.1\ or turn­
Ing as many as poSSible away rrom God. But Jehovah will 
never permit pure worship 10 vanish rrom the ea rth. His 
name is involved, and he cart'S aboullhose who serve him. 
Hence, through Isaiah he makes a striking promise: "It 
must occur in that day that there will be the root of Jesse 
that will be standing up en a signal for the peoples. To him 
even the nations will turn Inquiringly, and his resting-place 
must become glorious." (Isaiah 11:10) I~ck In 537 B.C.E.., 
jerusalem, the city tha i Dilvld had made the nallonal cap­
ital, served as a signal, ca lling n faithful remnant of the dis· 
persedjewish people to return and rebuild the temple. 

17 HO .... 'evcr, the prophecy points to more than that As al­
ready seen, it points to the rule of the Messiah, the one 
true Leader for people of all natio ns, The apostle Paul quot­
ed Isaiah 11 :10 to show that in his day people of the na· 
tions wOlild have a place In the Christian congregation . 
Quoti ng the Septll(lgi llf renderi ng of this verse, he wrote: 
" 'saiah says: 'There will be the root of jesse, and there 
will be one a rising to rule nations; on h im nations will 
rest their hope.''' (Romans 15: 12) Moreover, the prophe­
cy reaches even further- down to our day when people of 

16. What Slood as a slgnlll fo r God') pl'Oplc In S37 R.C.E.? 
17. How did Jesl,l$ 'arlse to rule na tions' In Ihe rm t century lind In 
our day? 
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the nations show their love for Jehovah by supporting the 
anointed brothers of the Messlah.-lsaiah 61 :5-9; MaUhew 
25:31AO. 

18 In the modcrn-day fulflltment, "thai day" referred to 
by isaia h began when the Messiah was enthroned as King 
of God's heavenly Kingdom in 1914. (Luke 21 :10; 2 Tim­
othy 3: 1-5; ReveJaLion 12: 10) Since then, Jesus Christ has 
been a clear signal, a rallying poi nt, for splrilual Is rael 
and for l>eopJe of all nations who long for righteous gov­
ern ment. Under the Messiah's direction, the good news of 
the Kingdom has been carried to all the nations, as Jesus 
foretold. (Matt hew 24:14, Mark 13:10) This good news hilS 
a powerful effect. "A great crowd, which no man [Is] able 
to number, out of all nations" is submitting to the Messi­
ah by joini ng the anointoo remnant in pure v·:orshi p. (Rcv­
elation 7:9) Po!; many new o nes continue to come Into as­
sociation with the rem nant in j ehovah's spiri tual "housc 
of prayer," t hey add to the glory of the Messiah's 
"resting-place," God's great spiri tua l temple.- lsalah 56:7; 
Haggai 2:7. 

A United People Serve Jehovnh 

19 Isaiah next rem inds the Israelites that jehova h once 
before provided salvation (or lhem when the naHa n raced 
oppression by a powerful enemy. That part o f Israel's his­
tory-jehovah's liberation of the nalion fro lll captivity In 
Egypt- is dear to the bearts of all faith fu l Jews. Isaiah 
writes: ult must occur in that day that Jehovah will ogain of­
fer his hand, a second time, to acquire !he remnant of his 
people who will remain over from Ibsyria and from Egypt 
and from Pathms ond from CUsil and from Elam and from 

18. In OUI day, how has Jesus been .. rallying point? 
19. On what two occasions does Jeh<wilh restore a wnmllnt 01 h is 
p<.-ople scattered t hroughout Ihe earth? 
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Shlnar and from Homoth and (rom the islands of the sea. 
And he will certainly raise up a signal for the notions and 
gather the dispersed ones of Israel; and the scattered ones 
of Judah he will collect together from the four extremities 
of tile earl", " (/solall 11: 71, 12) As If taking them by the 
hand, Jehovah will lead a fait hful remnant of both Isra­
el and Judah oul froIU the nations to which they have 
bec.n scattered and will bring them safely home. In a mi­
nor wdy. this happens In 537 8.Ct:.. How much more glo­
rious, though, Is the mlljor fulfillment! In 1914, Jehovah 
raised the enthroned Jesus Christ as "a signal fo r the na­
tions," St •• rling In 1919 the remaining ones of " the Israel of 
God" began to flock to th is Signal, eager to share In pure 
worship under God's Kingdom. This unique spiritual na­
tion comes "out of cvcry tribe and tongue ,lnd people and 
naIlOIl."-Rcvelatlon 5:9. 

20 Isaiah now describes the unity of the restored nation. 
Referring to the northern kingdom as Ephraim and to 
the southern kingdom as Judah, he says: '7he Jealousy of 
EphraIm must depart, and even those showing hostility to 
Judall will be cut off. Ephraim Itself will not be jealous of 
Judoll, lIor will Judah show hostility toward Ephraim. And 
they must fly at the shoulder of the Phlllstilles to the west; 
together they will plunder the sons of the East Edom and 
Moab will be those upon whom they will thrwt out their 
hand, and tIle som of Ammon will be their subjects." (Isa­
Iah " :13, 14) When Ihe Jews return from B.1bylo n, they 
will no longer be divided Into two nations. Members from 
alllribes orlsrae! will return unitedly to their land. (Ezra 6: 
! 7) No longer wlll i hey show resentment and hostility to­
ward one anochcr. As il united people, they wUi take a tri­
umphant stand against their enemies In the surrounding 
nations. 

20. WillI! unity will God's people enJoy upon Ihelr retu rn from Bab­
ylo n? 
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21 Still more impressive Is the unity of " the Israel of 
God," The 12 symboliC tribes of spirit'uII' Israel have for 
almost 2,000 years enjoyed a unity oosed on 10Vt! for God 
and for their spiritual brothers and sisters. (Colossians 3: 
14; RevelaUon 7:4-8) 'lbday, Jehovah's people-both Spltl­
tual Israelites and those with an earthly hopc-t'nloy peace 
and worldwide unity under the Messiah's rule, conditions 
unknown in the churches of Cbrlstendom. Jehovah's Wit­
nesses prescnt a united spiritual fmnt against Siltill1'S ef­
fo rts to Interfere witb their worship. As one people, they 
carry out Jesus' commission to preach and teach the good 
news of Iht" Messiah's Kingdom in illllhc nations.-Mal­
thew 28: 19, 20. 

Barriers Will Be Overcome 
22 There are many barriers, both li teral and fi gurative, to 

hinder the Israelites' return from exile. How will they be 
overcome? Isaiah says: "Jehovah will certainly cut off the 
tongue of the Egyptian sea, and wave his hand at the Riv­
er i,l the glow of his spirit. And he musl strike it in its seven 
torrentl, and he will actually cause people to walk 111 their 
sandols. " (Isaiah 11: 75) It is Jeh ovah who will remove aU 
Impediments to his people's return. Even a barrier as for­
midable as a tongue o f the Red Sea (such as the Gulf of 
Suez) o r as impassable as the m ighty Euphrates River will 
be dried up. as it ..ve!'e, so that II person can cross without 
having to lake off his sandals! 

23 In Moses' day, Jehovah prepared a way for Israel to es­
cape from Egypt and march to the Promised Lund. He will 
do someth ing similar now: "'There must come to be a high­
way out of Assyria for the remnant of his people who will 

21. How Is the u ni ty of God's people today tru ly oUlStandl ngl 
22. How will jehovah ~cut off the ton8uI' of the Egyptian ~a~ and 
· Wlwe hb hand at t he RI ........ r"1 
23. In what way will there -coml' to be a hlghw •• y out of M!oyrI3-? 
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remain over, just as there came to be one for Israel in the 
day of his coming up out of tile land of Egypt. " ( Isaiah 
11: 16) jehovah will lead return ing exiles as If they were 
walki ng along a highway from thei r place of exile to their 
homeland. Opposers wlli ;lttempt 10 SlOp them, but their 
God, Jehovah, will be with them. Anointed Christians and 
their companions today likewise come under vicious at­
tack, but they go forward couragcouslyl They have come 
out of modern Assyria, Sat'an's wo rld, and they help others 
10 do the same. They know that pure worship will succeed 
and flourish . It is not man's work. but God's. 

Endless RejOici n g for 
the Subjects of the Messiah! 

24 Ln joyful language Isaiah now describes the exultation 
of jehovah's people over the fulfillment of His word: " In 
that day you will be sure to say: 'I slloll thank you, 0 Je~ 
hovoh, for olthougll you got incensed at me, your an· 
ger gradually turned back. and you proceeded to comfort 
me.'" (Iso/all 12: 7) jehovah's diSCipline of his wayward 
people is severe. But it accomplishes its purpose of healing 
the nation's relatio nsh ip wit h him and of resto ring pure 
worship. jehovah reassu res his faithful worshipers that ul­
timately he will save them. No wonder they express appre­
ciation! 

25 The restored Israelites have their con fi dence In jeho­
vah completely confirmed, and they cry out: '''Look! God 
is my salvation. I sholilfust and be In no dread; (or Jah Je­
hovah is my strength and my might, and he come to be the 
solvation of me.' With exultation you people will be certain 
to draw water out of the springs of salvation." (Isaiah 12: 
2, 3) The Hebrew wo rd translated " mlght~ in verse 2 

24. 25. With what expmslons of praise and gratitude will Jehovah's 
people cry oul? 
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appears as "praise" In the Septuagint version. Worshipers 
break ou t In songs of pr.l isc over stl ivation fro m "Jah Jcho­
vah .... As an abbreviated fo rm of the name Jehov;lh, "Jah" 
i" used in the Bible to convey heightened fcclings o f pmise 
and gratltude. Using the cxprc.~slon "Jah )ChOVilh"- dou­
bUng Ih(' divine name-raises the Intensity of praise to 
God to an even higher level. 

Z6 ;enuinc worshlpe:rs of Jehovah cannot keep their joy 

26. Whl) lod ,,), make God's dealings known amOn!! 1 ht nalions1 

Isaiah 12:4, 5, as it appears In Ille Dead Sea S' rolls 
(Occurrences of God's nome ore hlg lllJghted) 

, ~ 
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10 Ih l'm~c lvcs. Isaiah fo retells: " In that day you will cer­
tainly say: 'Give thanks to Jehovah, YO" people! Call upon 
his /lome. Make known among the peoplt!$ his dealings. 
Make mention that his name is pill 0 /1 II lgII. Make melo­
dy to Jehovah, (or lie has done surpassingly. n,;s is made 
known ill all the eartI1.''' (Isaiah J2:4, S) Since 1919, 
anoin ted ChrislialUi-latcr with the help of their "other 
sheep" companions- have 'declared abroad the excellen­
cies of the o ne tha t called them out of darklH.'SS In to his 
wondcrfu l ligh t: Tiley are "a chosen mcc, ...... a holy 11<1-
tion" SCI apart for this purposc. (john 10: 16; I Peler 2:9) 
Anoi nted ones declare thilt Jehovah 's ho ly name Is pllt on 
high and sllllrc in making it known In all Il l!.! earth. They 
lCild all o f Jehovah 's worsh ipers In rejoicing In his provi­
liion fo r their s;llvation. It Is just ,IS ISillah exclaims: "Cry 
out shrilly (lnd shout for joy, 0 you inhabitress o ( Zion, (or 
great in the midst o( you is the Holy One of Israel" l (Isaiah 
12:6) The Holy One of Israel is Jehovah God himself. 

Look to the l;uture With Confldcm:ci 

27 Today mil lions have flock<..'d to the "Signal fo r the pro­
plC!S~-Jesus Christ enthroned in God's Kingdom. They re­
joice to be subject to th;lt Kingdom and are th rilled to 
know Jehovah God and h is Son. (John 17:3) They find 
great happint'Ss in t heir united Olristlan fe llowship and 
strive hard to preserve the peace that is the ma rk of Jeho­
Vilh's (we serva nts. (Isaiah 54: 13) Convi nced that Jah Je­
hovah is a God who fulfills his promises, they arc confi­
den t In thei r hope and find great delight In sharing it with 
others. May each wo rshiper of Jehovah (.·onti nue to use all 
his slrength to serve God and to help 'Others do likewise. 
Let ;111 tllke IS;liah's words to heart and relo lce In salvatio n 
through Jehova h's Messiah ! 

27. WhIle lIw~lT!ng th" realizat ion uf Ill l'lr 110pt" In \'Ihal nrc Chris­
lll\!l~ cOl1f!tle l1t ~ 



CHAPTER FO URTEEN 

Jehovah Humbles 
an Arrogant City 

isaiah 13 :1 - 14:23 

THE prophetic book of isaiah was wri ttcn In thc eighth 
century B.C. E. against the background of the Assyrian in­
vas ion of the Promised land. As has been seen In previous 
chapters of his book, Isaiah fore tells with remarkable accu­
racy the course that events will take. However, the book 
looks beyond the time of Assyrian ascendancy. It fo re­
tells the return of Jehovah's covenant people from exile 
in many lands, including Shlnar, the location of Babylon. 
(1s.1Iah 11 :11) In Isaiah chapter 13, we find a remarkable 
prophecy that upon fulfillment will open the way for such 
a return. This prophecy is introduced wit h these words: 
"The pronouncement against BabY/Oil that IsaIah tile Satl 
of Amoz saw in vision. H-lsoiah 13:1. 

' Haughtiness I Shull Abase' 

2 Judah becomes involved wit h Babylo n during Isaiah's 
lifetime. King Hezekiah falls seriously III and then recov­
ers. Ambassadors from Babylon come to congratulate him 
on his recovery, li kely with the st.'Cl"Ct purpose o f en listing 
Hezeklah as an ally in their war against Assyria. Unwisely, 
King Hezekiah shows them all his trensures. As n result, isa­
Iah teUS Hezekiah that after the klng's dCUl'h, all lhal 

I. How far ahead does the book of Isaiah now look? 
2. (a) How does Hezekiah get Invo lved with Babylo n? (b) What Is 
the ~!Ign a l ~ that wlU be raised up? 
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wealth ..... ill be carried otT to Babylon. (Isaiah 39:1-7) This 
is fulfilled in 607 n.c.1:.. when j erusalem Is destroyed and 
the nation is taken Into cxile. How'cV(:r, God's chosen peo­
ple ..... iII not stay in Babylon forever. jehovah foretel ls how 
he will open the wily for their return home. He begins: 
"Upon a mountarn of bare rocks ra ise up a .signal, you 
men. lift up the voice to them, wavc tIle Iland, that they 
may come Into the entrance.s of the noble.s. H (/.saial! 13:2) 
The "signal" is a rising world power that will dislodge Bab­
ylo n from its place of emi nence. It will be raised "upon 
a mountain of bare rocks"- In pinin vlcw from a great 
distance. Summoned to aSS-lu ll Uabylo n, that new world 
power will force its way through " the entrances of the no­
bles," the gates of that great dty, and will conquer It. 

3 Jehovah now says: " I my.self tlave Inued tile command 
to my sanctified ones. , have a/.so called my mighty ones 
for expressing my anger; my eminently exultant ones. w­
ten! A crowd In the mounloiru, .somethIng like a numer­
ous peoplel listen! Tile uproar of k!l1gdom.s, of nations 
gathered together! Jehovah of armies is mustering the 
army of war. '" ( /.saiah 13:3, 4) Who are these "sanctified 
o nes" appointed to bring down haughty Babylon? They 
are combined naUonal arm ies, "nalions gathered togeth­
er." They descend agai nst U<lbylon from a d istant moun­
tainous region. "17rey ore coming from the land for away, 
from the extremity of the heavens," ( /.saiah 13:5) In what 
sense arc they sanctified? Certainly not In the sense of be­
ing holy. They arc pagan armies with no interest In serving 
jehovah . However, In the Hebrew Scriptures, "sanctified" 
means "set ap.ut fo r lISC by God ," jehovah can sanctify 
the armies of the nations and usc thei r selfish ambitions 
in order to express hLs ange r. He used Assyria In this way. 

3. (a) Who are Ihe "sanctll\~d Onl'l- lhat JdlO\lah will miSt: up? (b) In 
what serue are pagan armies -sandlfK>d-? 



lie will use Babylon similarly. (1s..1 Iah 10:5; Jeremiah 25:9) 
And he will usc other nalio ns 10 punish U'lbylon. 

01 B..1bylol1 is not yet the dominant world power. Yet, issu· 
IlIg a proclamation through Isaiah, jehovah looks to the 
lime when she will occupy Ih'll position, and he fore­
tells her fall. He says: "Howl, you people, (or the day of 
JelJovah is near! As a despoilitlg from the Almighty it wjlf 
come." (baiah 13:6) Yes, B.1bylon's iJo.1Sling will be re­
placl'd by grief-filled howling. Why? l«ause of "the 
day of Jehovah/ the day when jehovah execu tes judg­
ment agaInst her. 

S How, though, will it be I>ossibie for Bi.lbylon to be de­
spoiled? When jehovah's time fo r this comes, the ci ty will 
appear 10 be secure. Invading arm ies will first have to deal 
with the natural defenses prOVided by the Euphrates River, 
which runs through Ule center of the city and Is tapped to 
fill a protective moat and to sllpply the city with drinking 
water. Then there will be Babylon's massive double walls, 
which arc seemingly Impregnable. Moreover, Ihe city will 
be weU stocked with food. The book Doily Bible lIIustra­
tiolls says that Nabonidus-the last king of Babylon-"had 
taken immense pains to store the lown with provisions, 
and it was reckoned to contain enough [food I to sustain 
the Inhabitan ts fo r twenty years." 

6 However, appearances can be deceptive. Isaiah says: 
"That ;s why all hands themselves will drop down, and 
the wllole heart itself of mortal matI will melt. And people 
have Mome disturbed. Convtllsions and birth pains them­
selves grab hofd; like 0 woman that is giving birth they 

" , 5. (I) What does Jehovah fo)fl'lctl for 031'1)'lon7 (b) What wilt those 
attackIng Babylon have to deal wIth? 
6. What will unexpectedly happen when IIII' foretold :i)SQult on Bab­
ylon occurs? 
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have labor pains. They look at each other In amazement. 
Their (aces are inflamed faces ." (ls% h B :l, 8) When the 
conquering armies invade the city, the ease o f its inhabit­
ants will be replaced by pain as sudden and intense as Ulat 
of a woman giving birth. Thei r hearts wil l mell with fear. 
Paralyzed, their hands will drop down, unable to make a 
defense. Thei r faces will be "I nflamed" wit h tear and an­
guish. In amazement they will look ;It one another, won­
dering hm .... their great dty could fall. 

7 Nevertheless, faU it will. Babylo n Is to face a day o f reck­
Oil ing, n "day o f Jehovah," that will be painful indeed. 
The supreme Judge will express his anger and bring well­
descrvt-'d judgment upon Babylo n's sinful Inhabitants. 
111e prophecy says: " look! The day of Jehovah Itself is com­
ing, cruel both with fury and with burning ange" in order 
to make the land an object of aston ishment. and thot it 
may annihilate the land's sinners out of it. It (Isaiah 13:9) 
Babylon's prospects are gloomy. It Is as though the su n, 
moon, and stars all cease giving light. " For the very stars of 
the heavens and their constellations of Ke511 will not flash 
forth tI,e'r ligh~' the sun will actually grow dark at its going 
forth, and the moon itself will not couse its light to shine." 
- Isoloh 13: 10. 

II Why such a fate (or this proud city? Jehovah says: "/ 
sf,o/l certainly bring home its own badness upon the pro­
ductive land, and their own error upon the wicked them­
selves. And I sholl actually cause the pride of the pre5ump­
tuous ones to cease, ond the haughtiness of the tyronu , 
shall abase." (lsoiah 13: lJ) The outpouring of Jehovah's 
wrath will be punishment for Babylon's cruelty to God's 

7. What "day of lehovah~ is coming. and what will ~ the results fo r 
B~by lon? 
1:1. Why docs Jehovah decree the fa ll of lI.lbyJon7 
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pcople. The whole land will suffe r heca use of the badness 
of the Babylonians. No longer wil l Ihese proud tyrants 
openly defy Je hovah! 

OJ Jehovah says: "I shall make mortal man rarer than re­
fined gold, and eorthUng man mrer than (he gold of 
Ophir. N (I.saiah ' 3: 12) Yl~, the city wil l come to be depopu-
1<11(.'(1, wa.<;te.Jehovah conti nues: "That is why I shall couse 
heaven itself to become agitated, and the earth will rOO 
out of its place at the fury of Jehovah of armies and at the 
day of his burning anger." ( Isaiah 13:13) Babylon's "hc,Jv­
en;' her mu llitude of gcx:ls and godde:;sC!:I, will be agitat­
ed, unable to help the city in its time ofnf.;.."Cd. ~The earth," 
the Il.abylonian Empire, will be rock("'(1 oul of place, pass­
ing in to history as Just anothcr dCild cmpire. " It must occur 
!llat like a gazelle chased away and like a flock WithOilt 
anyone to collect them together; they will ttlrll, each one 
to his own people; and they will flee, each one to his own 
land." ( Isaiah 13:14) All of Babylon's foreign supporters 
will forsake her and flee, hoping to $et up new rel :.1 ion­
ships with the conquering world power. Babylon will 
flna llyexperiencc the agony of a conquered City, (In ngony 
that she in[ljctcd on so Ill anyothcrs in the days of lIN glo­
ry: " Everyone that is found will be pierced through, and 
everyone that is caught in the sweep wiff foil by the sword; 
alld their very children wiIJ be dashed to pieces before tllelr 
eyes. nleir houses will be pillaged, and t/le;r own WNes will 
beroped.H-lsaiah 13:15, 16. 

God 's Ins trument of Destruction 

10 Which power will Jehovah lISC 10 bring about the fall 
of Babylon? Some 200 years ahead of lime, Jehovah n."­
vea ls the answer: "Here J am arousing agaillst tllem tIle 

9. Whal lIwaits llab)'lon on Jehovah's day o f ludl)nle llt? 
10. Whom will Jehovah we 10 defeat Habylon? 
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Medes, who account silver itself as flothlflg afld who, as re­
specu gold, take no delight in it. And tlleir bows will 
dash even young men to pieces. And the fruitage of tile 
belly Ihey will flOC pity; for som their eye will not feel sor­
ry. And Babylon, the decoration of kingdoms, tile beou~ 
ty of the pride of the Chaldeall5, must become as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrall." (lsa;oh 13:17~ 19) 
Magnificent BOI1»'loo will rnll, and Jehovah's instrument 
for bringing Ihis ilbout will be armies from the distant, 



", 
mount<.linous country of Media,· Evcnt'ua lly, B<lbylon will 
be as desolate as the grossly immor<d cit! of Sodom and 
Gomorrah.-Genesis 13: 13; 19: 13, 24 . 

II In Isaiah's day, both Media and Babylon are under the 
Assyrian yoke. About a century later, In 632 IlC.P.., Media 

• Isaiah llIentions only the M cdes by mUTl ~, but il lIuml.lcr Qr nllilom 
wUl lie nUll'S clg:llnst Uabylon- Ml'illfl, J'~nla, m:uu, 11 111.1 other ~mRII­
er l1~tloru . (Jer .. mlah S():9; 51:24, 27, 211) Ncl~hhorl l1N Ilaiiom refer 
to oo\h Mede's ami Ptrsinns ns "the Mnk: l'urlhcl, III hnl~h'~ d ll ~', 
Mcdlal.\ the domInant power. Only under Cyru~ tloe~ l'enl:1 ht.'COllh! 
dominant. 

II , 12. la) How does Media becom~a wo rld 1kJWl:. 7(bl What unu)u. 
al trn lt dOH Ihe prophec)' mention about Med ia's f1f1TlIC!51 

Follen Bobylon will become the haunt 
of desert creatures 
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and Babylon join force<; Ilnd overthrow Ninc..wh, the Glpi­
tal of Assyria. Thl'i opem the way for U..1byloll to become 
the predominant world power. U t1 le d~ ~h(' realize that 
about )00 )'Cars after thai, Mediil will d~trO)' her! Who 
bul Jehovah God could make such ;, bold pred k'tlon? 

12 When identi fying hi.'i chosen l n ~ trlllllelu of destruc­
tion, j ChOVlJh says thai Mcclia''\ ,Hmlc," "account si lver it· 
sel f as not hing and ... ;IS respects gold, take no delight in 
iL" What an IIIHISlI il l tr;ll! fOr bil ttlc-h"r<ICll t,<1 soldiersJ Bj. 

ble scholar Al bert Barnes say~: "Few, Inde<:cI, have been the 
invading ,' rmies which were not InOucnced by the hope 
of sl>oll." Do the Ml.'(ti illl a rlTlk~ provCjl'llOV;lh trlle in lhis 
regard? Yes. Consider th is c..'OnHllc nl fou nd In "I11C Bible­
Work, prepared by J. Glcn lwort h Uutler: "Unlike most na­
tions that have ever wa~l'(l war, the Mcdcs, ancl especial­
ly the Persians, thoughtless of gold than of conquest and 
glory ..... In view or Ihl'i, II is not su rprisi ng that when he rc­
lease.'i the Israel1tes from n.1hylo nlan ex il e, the Persian rul­
er Cyrus restore5 to t hem tl1ou~nds o f gold and slIver ves­
sd s thill' Ncbuch:lCln czza r looted fro lll Jerll~alem's temp le. 
- Ezra 1:7- 11. 

13 Wh ile the Media n and the Persian warriors have little 
p<'tssion (or spoil, Iht.'Y arc ncvcrthcles~ ambitious. They do 
not intend to remain second 10 any nation 0 11 the world 
stage. Moreover, Jehovah pUlS "despoi ling" in to their 
hearts. (Isaiah 13:6) Hence, wit h thei r metal bows-which 
can be used not o nly to shoot arrows but olso to strikc and 
enlsh encmy soldiers, the offs pri ng of Uabylo nia n moth­
ers-they arc determined 10 conqller B;lbylon . 

• II appealS, huwever, thllt Ilneron the Mt'(les lllld t he 1'c 1 ~ lllns d~l­
Oiled 11 grellt love for Itllcury.-F.slhcr 1 :1-7. 

13, 14. (a) Ahhough not hUercsled In SI,ull. fill what ure the )-'1cd llln 
and the l~r)lan warrior) IImbilltJus7 (\.II How dOl.'S Cyrus U"\'\'r(UIllI' 
Ihe \'llunled defense:' or lIabylon1 
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1-l Cyrus. leader of the MOOo-Persian armies, is undeterred 
by Babylon's fortifications. On the night of October 5/6, 
539 B.C.E., he orders the diverting of the waters of the Eu­
phrates River. As the water level falls, the Invaders stealthi­
ly make their way into the dty. walki ng along the rlv­
crt>ed I tHough thigh-deep water. 6.1bylon'$ Inhabitants arc 
caught unawares, and Babylon falls . (Dan iel 5:30) Jel10vah 
God Inspires Isaiah to prophesy these events, lcavlng no 
doubt that He is directing matters . 

H How complete will the destruction of B.1bylon be? Us­
len loJchovah's pronouncement : HSlle will never be inhab­
;ted, lIor wlfl she reside for generation after getJcralio", And 
there the Arab will not pitch his tent. and no sIJepllerds will 
let their flocks fie down there. And there the haunters of we· 
terless regions will certainly lie down, and their houses must 
be filled with eagle owls. And there the ostriches must re­
side, and goot-shaped demons themselves will go skipping 
about there. And jackals must howl in her dwelling towers, 
and the big snake will be in the palaces of exquiSite del/ght. 
And the season for her is near to come, alld her days them­
selves will not be postponed." (lsolall 13:20-22) Utter cleso­
lalion will be the city's fate. 

1611115 did not happen immediately In 539 B.C.£. Stili, to­
day II Is very clear that everything Isaiah foretold regard­
Ing Babylon has COffie true. Babylon "Is now, and has been 
for centuries, a scene of wide desolation, and Is a heap of 
ruins," says one Bible commentator. Then he adds: " It Is 
Impossible to behold this scene and not be reminded how 
eX<lctly the predictions of Isaiah <II1d Jeremiah have bee n 
fulfilled." Cle<lrly, no man ill Isa iah's day could hove fore­
told Babylon's fall and her eventua l desolntlo n, Mter all, 
Babylon's fall to the Medes and the Persians occurred some 

IS. What future awaits Babylon? 
16, The pl'1.'SC.'nt condition of Babylon glvn us wit:.! confideoce7 
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200 years after Isaia h wrole his book! And her fi nal deso­
lation came ce.nturles later. Doc'S this nOt strengthen our 
faith in the Bible as the Inspired Word of CrOd? (211mothy 
3: 16) Moreover. since je hovah fulfilled prophecies in times 
past, we can have absol ute confidence Ihat Bible prophe­
cies yet unfulfIlled will be realized In God's due time. 

"Rest Fro m Yo ur )' ain" 

11 Babylon's fa ll will be a relief for Israel. It will mean 
release rrom captivity and the opportunity to retu rn to 
the Prom ised Land. Hence, Isaiah now says: "Jehovah will 
show mercy to Jacob, and he Is yet certain to choose Israel; 
and he will actually give them rest upon their soil, and the 
alien resident musl be joined to them, and they must at­
tach themselves to the house of Jacob, And peoples will ac­
tually take them and bring them to their own place, and 
the house of Israel must toke them to tflemselves as a pos­
session upon the soli o f Jehovah as metlServonts and as 
maidservants; and tlley must become tile captors of those 
holding them captive, and they must have In subjection 
those who were driving them to work," (Iso/all 14: 1,2) "ja­
cob" here refers to Israel as a whole-all 12 tribes. jeho­
vah will show mercy to "Jacob" by allowing the nation to 
return ho me. They will be accompan ied by thousands o f 
foreigners, many or whom will serve the Israeli tes as tern· 
pie servants, Some Israeli tes will even come to have au­
thority over their former captors: 

18 Gone wiU be the a nguish o f living In ex ile. Instead, 

• ForexampJe, Daniel was !ll)pol ntetl as a high officla t in Baby ton un· 
der the Mede~ and the l'ersillns. And About 60 years t:ller, F.sther be.. 
came queen of the Persian King Ahasuerus, lind Mordecai bKame 
prime minister or the whole Peui,lI1 Empire. 

17,18, The ddeat or 8abylon 1'0'111 mean whal bl~~lngs for Israel? 
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Jehovah will give his people "rest (rom [their] pain and 
from [their) agitation and from the hard slavery in which 
[they] were made a slave," (Isaiah 14:3) Having been 
freed from the physical burdens of slavery, Israel will no 
longer suffer the pain and agitation of living among wor­
sh ipers of false gods. (Ezra 3:1; Isaiah 32: \8) Commenting 
on thiS, the book ulllds (/11(/ Peoples o( the Bible says: "To 
the Babylonian his gods were altogether such as himself, 
in all the worst aspects of his character. They were cow­
ants, drunkards and imbeciles ." Wh,lt a relief to cSC-dpe 
such a degraded religious environment! 

19 Nevertheless, Jehovah's mercy is not unconditional. 
His people must express remorse for their wickedness, 
which moved God to punish them so severely. (jeremi­
ah 3:25) Open, heartfelt confession will bring Jehovah's 
forgiveness. (See Nehemiah 9:6-37; Daniel 9:5.) This same 
principle holds true today. Since "there is no man that 
does not sin," all of us need Jehovah's mercy. (2 Chron i­
cles 6:36) Jehovah, the merciful God, lovingly invi tes us 
to confess our sins to h im, to repen t, and to cease any 
wrong course, in order that we may get healed. (Deuteron· 
amy 4:31 ; Isaiah 1:18; James 5:16) This not only helps to 
restore us to his favor but also brings us comfort-Psal m 
51 :1; Proverbs 28:13; 2 Corinthians 2:7. 

A "Proverbial Saying" Against Babylon 

20 More than 100 years befOre Babylon's rise as the 
preeminent world power, Isaiah fo retells the world's reac­
tion to her faU. Prophetically, he commands Israelites who 
have been freed from captivity to her: "You must raise up 
this proverbial saying against the king of Babylon and say: 

19. What is n .... eded if [sral.'! ls to enjoy Jl.'hovah's forg!VI.'IlI.'SS, and 
what do WI.' ll.'arn from this? 
20, 2 1. How do Babylon's nl.'lghlxJrS ll;'joicl.' at hl.' r fall? 
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'How has the one driving others to work come to a stop, 
the oppression come to a stop! Jehovah has broken the rod 
of the wicked ones, the staff of the ruling ones, the one 
striking peoples in fury with ,a stroke incessantly, the one 
subduing nations in sheer anger with a persecution with­
out restraint. '" (Isaiah 14:4-6) Babylon has built up quite 
a reputation as a conqueror, an oppressor who rums free 
people into slaves. How fitting that her fall be celebrated 
with a "proverbial saying" directed primarily at the Ba!>. 
ylonian dynasty-starting with Nebuchadnezzar and end­
ing with Nabonidus and Belshazzar-that presided over 
the glory days of the great city! 

21 What a difference h er fall will make! "The whole earth 
has come to rest, has become free of disturbance. People 
have become cheerfuf with joyful cries. Even the juniper 
trees have also rejoiced at you, the cedars of Lebanon, say­
ing, 'Ever since you have lain down, no woodcutter comes 
up against us.'" (Isaiah 14:7, 8) The kings of the nations 
round about were, to Babylon's rulers, like trees to be cut 
down and used fo r their own purposes. Well, a ll of that Is 
finished. The Babylonian woodcutter has cut his last tree! 

22 So astonishing is the fall of Babylon that the grave it­
self reacts: "Even Sheol underneath has become agitated at 
you in order to meet you on coming in. At you it has awak­
ened those impotent in death, all the goatlike leaders of 
the earth. It has made all the kings of the nations get up 
from their thrones. All of them speak up arid say to you, 
'Have you yourself also been made weak like us? Is it to 
us that you have been made comparable? Down to Sheol 
your pride has been brought, the din of your stringed in­
struments. Beneath you, maggots are spread out as a 
couch; and wonns are your covering.''' (isaiah 74:9-11) 

22. In a poetic sense. how Is Sheol3fftttcd by the fall of the Babylo­
nian dynasty? 
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What a powerfu l poetic image! [t is as if the common 
grave of mankind were to wake up all those kings who 
preceded the Babylonian dynasty into death so that they 
can greet the newcomer. They mock the Babylonian rul­
ing power, which Is now helpless, lying on a bed of mag­
gots instead of on a costly d ivan, covered with worms in­
stead of expensive linens. 

"Uke a Carcass Trodden Down" 

23 Isaiah continll(.'S the proverbial saying: "0 how you 
have faffen from heaven, you shining one, son of the 
dawn! How you have been cut down to the earth, you 
who were disabling the naoons!H (Isaiah 14:12) Selfish 
pride prompts Babylon's kings to elevate themselves above 
those around them. Llke a star shining brightly in the ear­
ly morning sky, they arrogantly wield power and authori­
ty. A particular source of pride is Ncbuchadnczzar's con­
quest of Jerusalem, a feat that Assyria failed to accomplish. 
The proverbial utterance portrays the proud dynasty of 
Babylon as saying: '70 the heavens f shall go up. Above the 
stars of God f shall lift up my throne, and I shall sit down 
upon the mountain of meeting, in the remotest parts of the 
north. I shall go up above the high places of the clouds; I 
shall make myself resemble the Most High." (Isaiah 14: 13, 
14) Could there be anything more outrageous? 

24 In the Bible the kings of the royal line of David are 
likened to stars. (Numbers 24:17) From David on, those 
"stars" ruled from Mount lion . After Solomon built the 
temple in Jerusalem, the name lion came to apply to 
the whole city. Under the Law covenant, all male Israel­
ites were obliged to travel to Zion three times a year. Thus, 
it became "the mountain of meeting." By determining to 
subjugate the Judean kings and then remove them from 

23, 24. What extreme arrogance is shown by Babylon's kings? 
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that mountain, Nebuchadnezzar is declaring his in tention 
to put himself above those "stars." He does not give Jeho­
vah credit for his victory over them. Rather, in effect, he 
arrogantly puts himse lf In Jehovah's place. 

2S What a reversal is in store for the proud Babylonian 
dynasty! Babylon Is far from being elevated above the stars 
of God. Rather, Jehovah says: "Down to SheoJ you will 
be brought. to the remotest ports of the pit. Those seeing 
you will gaze even ot you; they will give close examination 
even to you, saying, ' Is this the man that was agitating the 
earth, thot was making kingdoms rock, that made the pro­
ductive Jand like the wilderness and that overthrew its very 
cities, that did not open the woy homeword even for his 
prisoners?'" (Isaiah 14: 15-77) TIle ambitious dynasty will 
come down to Hades (Sheol), just like any human. 

26 Where, then, will be the power that conquered king­
doms, deslToyed productive land, and overthrew cities 
without number? Where will be the world power that 
took captives and never allowed them to go back home? 
Why, the Babylonian dyna. .. ty will not even have a decent 
burial! Jehovah says: "All ather kings of the notions, yes, 
all of them, hove loin down in glory, each one in his own 
house. But as for you, you have been thrown away with­
out 0 burial place for you, like a detested sprout. clothed 
with kilfed men stabbed with the sword that are going 
down to the stones of a pit like a carcass trodden down. 
You will not become united with them in a grove, because 
you brought your own fand to ruin, you kifled your own 
people. To time indefinite the offspring of evildoers will 
not be named. H (Isaiah 74:78-20) In the andent world, it 
was considered a disgrace for a king to be deprived of an 
ho norable burial. So, what about Babylo n's royal dynas­
ty? It is true that individual kings are probably interred 

25, 26. How does the BabylonIan dynasty meet a dIsgraceful end? 
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wi lh hOlla r, but the imperia l dyn~ls t)' o f kings that de­
~ended (rom Ncbuchadnc12a r is discarded " like a detest· 
ed sprOul. ... It is CIS i f t he dynasty were thrown into an 
IInlllilrkcd grave- like a mere fOOl soldier slain In battle. 
What a Illlmllliltion! 

27 The proverbia l saying ends with fina l orders to the 
conquering Mcdcs <md Pcrsin lls: "Make ready, you men, a 
slauglllering block (or his own sons becouse of tile error 
of tlle;r forefathers, thot they may not rise up and octually 
take possessiotl of tile earth and fill the (ace of tlJe produc­
tive land with cities." (/saiall J4:21) The fa ll of Uilbylon will 
bt: permanenl. The Llabylo nlan dynasty will be rooted o ut. 
There will be no renaissance. Futu re generations of Ilabylo­
nlans will suffer because of Uthe error of their forefathers." 

28 The judgment pronounced against the I~bylonlan dy­
nasty provides a val uable lessoll for us. The root of the 
Uabylonlan kings' s in was their endless ambll'ion . (Dan­
iel 5:23) Their hearts were fI!led wit'h a desire for pow­
er. They wantl..'d to dominate others. (isalilh 47:5, 6) And 
they lusted after glory from men, which righ tly belongs to 
God. (ltevelatlon 4:11 ) Th is is il warning to <Illy in authori­
ty- even in the Chris tian congregation. Ambition and self­
ish pride are characteristks that Jehov<lh will not tolerate, 
e ither In Individuals or In nations. 

2y The pride of the Babylonian ru lers was a renectlon of 
the spi rit of "the god of Ihis system of things," Satan the 

27. In whut way do futu re generat ions of Llabylonians :.cuffer for the 
error of till' lr forefathers? 
28. What was the rool of the sin o f the lIahylo nian kings, and what 
do we learn from this? 
Z9. 11)(! l)f lde and ambition of the Ila ll)'lonlall rulers W;I~ n rl.'nectioll 
ofwh1ll1 

Like a lle/ellt Baby/on, Babylon the Great 
will become a heap of ruins 
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Devi l . (2 Corinthians 4:4) He too lusts for power and longs 
to place himself above Jehovah God. As was the case with 
the king o f Babylon and the people he subjugated, Satan's 
unholy ambition has resulted in misery and suffering for 
all mankind. 

30 Moreover, in t he book of Revelation, we read ofanoth­
er Babylon-"BabyJon the Great.'· (Revelation 18:2) This 
orga nization, the world empire or false religion, l1as also 
shown a pridefu l, oppressive, and cruel spirit'. As a result, 
she too has to face a "day of Jehovah" and be destroyed in 
God's due time. (isaiah 13:6) Since 19 19 the message has 
sounded around the earth : "Babylon the Great has fa ll­
en!" (Revelation 14:8) When she was un able to ho ld God's 
people in captivity, she experienced a fall. Soon she will be 
completely destroyed. Of ancien t Habylo n, jehovah com· 
manded: "Pay back to her according to her activity. Ac· 
cording to all that she has do ne, do to her. For it is against 
jehovah that she has acted presumptuously, against the 
Holy One of Is rae!. " (jeremiah 50:29i james 2: 13) Babylon 
th e Great will receive a similar ludgment, 

31 Hence, j ehovah's final statemen t of this prophecy In 
the book of Isaiah applies not oll ly to ancient Babylo n but 
:'lIsa to Babylo n the Great: "/ will rise up against them . .. 
And I will cut off from Babylon nome and remnant and 
progeny and posterity . .. And I will make her a pos· 
session of porcupines and reedy pools of water, and I will 
sweep her with the broom of annihiiation,H (Isaiah 14:22, 
23) The desolated ruins o f ancien t Babylon show wh at Je­
hovah will soon do to Babylon the Great. What a com­
fo rt' fo r lovers of true worsh ip! Wh at an encouragement to 
strive never to allow the satanic characteristics of prldc, i lr­

rogance, or cruelty to develop in us! 

30. What other Sabylon Is memioned III Ih\! IJlhle. and whnt ~pl r lt 
has she shown? 
31. What will soon happen to 8abylo n till' Gwat1 



CIIAPTER FIFTEEN 

Jehovah's Counsel 
Against the Nations 

Isaiah 14:24- 19 :25 

JEHOVAH car' use tbe nations to d IscIpline hi s people for 
their wickedness. Even so, he does not exorse tbose na­
tions for their unnccessary cruelty, thei r pride, and their 
animosity toward true wo rship. Thus, lo ng In advance he 
inspires Isaiah to record "the l>ronounccmelll against Bab­
ylon." (Isaiah 13: I) [iowever, Babylon Is a future threat. In 
Isaiah's d<lY, Assyria is oppressing God's covenant people. 
Assyria destroys the no rthern ki ngdo m of Israel and dev­
astates much of Judah. But Assyria's triumph is limited. 
Isaiah writes: NJehovah of armIes has swom, saying: 'Sure­
ly just as I have figured, so It must occur . .. III order to 
break the Assyrian in my land and that I may tread him 
down an my own mountains; alld lIlat his yoke may ac­
tualfy depart from upon them and that his very load may 
deport from upon their shoulder. ' " (Isaiah 14:24, 25) Not 
long after Isaiah litters this prophecy, the Assyrian threat Is 
removed from Judah. 

Z What, though, of o ther nations that are enemies of 
God's covenant people? They 100 must be judged. Isaiah 
declares: "This is tile counsel tllat is counseled against all 
the earth, and this is the hand IIral;s stretched oul against 

1. What JudHIIlCIit proclarnll tlon against Anyrl ~ does Isaiah record? 
2, 3. (a) in anCient times, against whom does Jehovah stretch out 
his hand? (b) Whar doc'S Ir mean Ihll t Jehovah Jlrelchl!S out hl~ hand 
against - .1 lllhl: natlo.,, -? 
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all the notions. For Jehovah of armies himself lias caun· 
se/e(/, and who can break it up? And his hand is the one 
streJehed out,. and who can tum it bod7'" ( /SlIjall '4:26, 
27) Jehovah's "counsel" Is more th,m mere aelvice. It I ~ 

his fi rm determinatio n, his decree. (Jerem ia h 49:20, 30) 
God's "hand" is his applied power. In the final verses or 
Isaiah chapter 14 and in chapters 15 to 19,Jchov>lh 'S coun· 
sel is against Philistia, Moah, Damascus, El hlopi:;t, anci 
Egypt. 

3 f [owcvcr, Isaiah says that Jehovah's hand Is stretchc<] 
o ut against "aU the nations," I-Ic nee, while these prophe­
cies o f Isa iah are first fulfi lled in ancirnt ti mes, they also 
apply in principle during "the time or the cnd" when Je­
hovah stretches out his hand against all the kingdoms of 
the earlh , (Daniel 2:44; 12:9; Hom an:; 15:4; Revelation 19: 
I I, 19-21) Long in advance, the almighty God, Jehovah, 
confidently reveals his counsel. No one can turn back his 
stretched-out hand.- Psalm 33:11; Isaiilh 46: 10. 

"A Flying Fiery Snake" Aga inst Phili stla 

<\ The Philistines receive attenHo n first. "In the year tlwt 
King Ahaz died this pronouncement occurred: 'Do not re­
joice, 0 Philistia, any one of you, just because the staff of 
the one striking you has been broken. For out of the root of 
the serpent there will come forth a poisonous snake, and 
its fruit will be a flying fiery snake.' "- Isaiall 14:28, 29. 

S King Uzziah was strong enough to contain th e th reat 
posed by Phillslla. (2 Chronicles 26:6-8) 'Ib them, he 
was like a serpent, and his stalT kept striking th'lt tII'-
4, What are some details o f J l'hovah'~ pronouncement agaln.11 l' ll l· 
IIstla? 
S, 6. (3) In ,,"hat way \Vas Ulliah IIk(' a serpent to tile l'hJli~ th1C)? 
(b) Wilal does Hezcklah prow to be against I'hillsllal 



Philistine warriors 
charging tllelr enemies 
(Egyptian carving from 
the 12th century B.CE.) 

friendly neighbor. Afte r 
Uuj ah dled- /h is staff WilS 

broken'-the faith ful )0' 
lham rull'<l, but "the pe0-

19' 

ple were yet acling n linously." Next, Ahaz beGune ki ng. 
Things changed , and the Philisti nes conducted success­
fu l m ilitary raids on Judah. (2 Chronicles 27:2; 28: 17, 18) 
Now, however, things are changing again. In 746 n.c.E., 
Ki ng Ahaz d ies and the young I lc1.eklah takt'S the throne. 
If the Philistines fcel lhat things will continue In their fa­
vor, they arc sadly m ist aken. I IC7.ekiah proves to be a 
deadly foc. A descendant of U1.1Jah (the " fruit" from his 
"roo.:'), Hczekia h I~ li ke "a fl ying flcry snake"-rapidly 
darting to the attack, striking In it I1ghtlllnglikc fashio n, 
and produci ng a burning effect, as If In lectlng Ills vict ims 
with venom. 

6 This is an apt description of the new king. "It was [Hez­
ekiah] that struck down the Philistines clear to Gaza and 
also its terri tories." (2 Kings 18:8) Ao:ordlng to the annals 
of Assyrian Ki ng Sen nacherib, the Philistines become sub­
Jects of Hezckiah. "The lowly olles "'- thc weakened king· 
dom of Judah-get to cn joy secu rity and material plcnty, 
while Philistia su llers famlne.-Read Isalol, 14:30, 31. 

7 It seems that alllbass.1dors are present in Judah-per­
hapsseeklng an al liance agi.i nst Assyria. What should thcy 
be told? "'What will anyone say in answer to the mes­
sengers of ti,e notio ,,?'" Should Hezckl .. h seek securi ty 

7. Whill dttlaratlon of fai th mUll tlcuklah llIake 10 the ambassa· 
dors pre5('.nt In Jerusalem?' 
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Stont! relief of a Moobite 
warrior or god (between' Ith 

and 8th century B.C.E.) 

in foreign alliances? No! He 
shou ld tell the messengers: 
"Jehovah himself has laid the 
foundation of Zion, and In her 
lhe afflicted ones of his people 
will take refuge." (Isaiah 14:32) 
The king must have fu lll. U51 In 
Jehovah. 'n l C foundation of Zion is 
firm. The dty will survive as a safe ha­
ven rrom the Assyrlan mCOilCc.- Psalm 46:1-7. 

8 Uke Philistia, some nations today viciously oppose 
God's worshipers. Christian Witnesses of Jehovah have 
been confined In prisons and concentration camps. They 
have bct!1l banned. A numbe r have been klllt.'(I. Op­
ponents conti nue to "make sharp attacks on Ihe soul of 
the righteous one." (Psalm 94:21) To their enemies, this 
Christian group may seem "lowly" and "poor." However, 
with Jehovah's support, thL'Y cn joy spiritual plent)" whlle 
their enemies suffer famine. (Isaiah 65:13, 14; Amos 8:1 1) 
WhcnJehovah stretches o ul his hand against the modern­
day Philistines, these " lowly on(os" wiU be secure. Where? 
In association with " the household of God," of which Je­
sus is the sure foundation cornerstone. (Ephesians 2: 19, 
20) And they will be under the protection of "heavenly 
Jeru5.'llcm," Jehovah 's celestial Kingdom, which has Jesus 
Christ as King.- Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 14: I. 

8. (a) How tul\'~ SOnle nation" todiy been Uke Phil lstla1 (h) As he 
did In ancient times, what has Jchov~h done to support hi' peopl~ 
today? 
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Moab Is Silenced 

9 East o f the Dead Sea 15 anot her neighbor of Israel 
-~o."lb. Unlike the Philistines, the Moabltes arc related to 
Israel, being descendants of Abr.lhnm's nephew I.ot. (Gen­
esis 19:37) Despi te th .. t relaUonsh ip, Moah has a history o f 
enmity with Israel. For example, back ill the days of Mo­
ses, the king o r Moab hired the prophet Sa laam, hopll18 
that he would curse the Israeli tes. When that fa iled, 
Moab USl>() immorality illld lIaal worship to ensnare isra­
el. (Numbers 22:4-6; 25: 1-5) Ull ie wonder, theil, that Je­
hovah now Inspires Isaiah to record Hlile pronouncement 
against Moab"l- Isaiah 1.5: 'a. 

10 Isaiah's prophecy is dlTCl1ed against numerous d ties 
and locations in Moab, including Ar, KIT (or Kir·harcseth ), 
and Oibon. (Isaiah 15: Jb, 20) Moablles will mourn for 
Kir-harcscth's raisin cakes, pcrlmps a prlndpaJ product o f 
the ci ty. (Isaiah 16:6, 7) Slbmah and Jazer, famous for 
vine cultivation, will be smillen. ( Isoiah 16:8- 10) Eglath­
shellshlyah, whose name may mean "A Hel fer o f Three 
Years Old," will be like a sturdy young cow ultc'ring pitiful 
cries of angu ish. (Isaiah 15:5) 'nu' grass of the land will 
dry up wh ile the "watell of Dimon" become full of blood 
because of the Slaughter of the Moobites. The Hwatell of 
Nimrim H will become "sheerdeso/atiom, '" in either a figu· 
rative sense or a literal sense-likely because enemy forces 
dam lip their slreams.- Isaiah 15:6-9. 

11 Moabltcs wl1l gird t hemselves with sackcloth, the gar­
ment of mourning. They will shave their heads bald to 
symbolize shame and lamentation. -nlelr beards will be 
"clipped, It showing extreme grief and humiliation. (isaiah 
15:2b-4) l.sa lah himself, certain of the fu lfillment of these 

9. AgalnSI whom b the next prOIlOUI1CCml'nt mad ... , and hov; has 
this people pro ...... d to be an enemy o f Goo's pffiple? 
10. 11 . Whol will huppen 10 Moab? 
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judgments, feels deep emotions. Uke the vibrating strings 
of a harp, his inward parts are moved with pity because of 
the message of woe against Moab.-Isaiah 16:11, 12. 

12 When will this prophecy be fulfilled? Soon. 'Th is is the 
word that Jehovah spoke concerning Moab formerly. And 
/Jaw Jehovah has spoken, saying: 'Within three years, ac­
cording to the years of a hired laborer, the glory of Moab 
must also be disgraced with much commotion of every 
sort, and those who remain over will be a trifling few, not 
mighty."'(Isaiah 16:13, 14} [n harmony with this, there 
is archaeological evidence that during the eighth centu­
ry B.CE., Moab suffered grievously and many of its sites 
were depopulateci. Tiglath-pileser 1[1 mentioned S,'liamanu 
of Moab among the rulers who paid tribute to him. Sen­
nacherib received tribute from Kammusunadbi, king of 
Moab. Assyrian monarchs Esar-haddon and Ashurbanipal 
referred to Moablte IGngs Musuri and Kamashaltu as be­
ing their subjects. Cenhuies ago, the Moabites ceased to 
exist as a people. Ruins of cities thought to be Moabite 
have been fo und, but little physical evidence of this Oll ce­
powerful enemy of Israel has thus fa r been unearthed. 

Modern-Day "Moab" Perishes 

13 Today there is a worldwide organization si milar to an­
cien t Moab. [t is CJlristendom, t he principal part of "Bab­
ylon the Great." (Revelation 17:5) Both Moab and Israel 
descendt..-'<i from Abraham's fath er, Tcrah. Similarly, Chris­
tendom, like the congregation of anointed Christians to­
day, claims to have roots in the first-century Christian con­
gregation. (Galatians 6:16) However, Chri stendom- like 
Moab-is corrupt. promoting spirihlill immor.lJity and the 
worship of gods other than the one true God, Jehovah. 

12. How were I~alah's words against Moab fu lfilled? 
13. What organizat ion today CJn be cornJXlred with Moab' 
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(James 4:4; 1 John 5:21) As a class, O u istendom's leaders 
oppose those who preach the good news of the Kingdom. 
- Matthew 24:9, 14. 

14 Moab was eventually silenced. The same will happen 
to Christendom. Jehovah, using a modern-day equivalent 
of Assyria, wi!! cause h er to be desolated. (ReveLation 17: 
16, 17) However, there is hope for people In this modern­
day "Moab." [n the midst of prophesying against Moab, 
Isaiah says: "In loving-kindness a throne will certainly be 
firmly established; and one must sit down upon it in true­
ness in the tent of David, judging and seeking justice and 
being prompt In righteousness." (Isaiah 16:5) In 1914, je­
hovah firmly established the throne of j esus, a Ruler in 
the line of King David. Jesus' kingship is an expression 
of jehovah's loving-kindness and, in fulfi !!ll1ent of God's 
covenant with King David, will last forever. (Psalm 72:2; 
85:10, 11; 89:3, 4; Luke 1:32) Many meek ones have left 
modern-day "Moab" and have submitted themselves to je­
sus in order to gain life. (Revelation 18:4) How comforting 
for these to know that jesus will 'make clear to the nations 
what justlce Is'!-Matthew 12:18; jeremiah 33:15. 

Damascus Becomes a Decaying Ruin 

15 Next, Isaiah records "the pronouncement against Da­
mascus." (Read Isaiah 17:7-6.) Damascus, to the north 
of Israel, is "the head of Syria." (Isaiah 7:8) During the 
reign of King Ahaz of j udah, Rezin of Damascus in 
league with Pekah of Israel invades Judah. At Ah az' re­
quest, however, Assyrian Tiglath-pileser t1l wars against 

14. DesptteJehovah's counsel against the modern-day "Moab," what 
hope is there for individual members of that organiUtion? 
15. 16. (a) What hostile steps do Da mascus and Israel take against 
Judah. and with what result for Damascus? (b) Who Is Included In 
the pronouncement against Oam1l5CUS? (cl What can ChristIans to­
day learn from Israel's example? 
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Damascus, conquering it 
and exili ng many of il'i in­
habitants. Thereafter, Da­
mascus ceases to be a threat 
to Judah.- 2 Kings 16:5·9; 
2 Chron icles 28:5, 16. 

16 Ukely because of Isra­
el's alliance with Dam<I5-
cus, Jehovah's pronounce­
ment against Damascus 
also includes expressions 
of judgment against the 
unfaith ful northern king­

dom. (Isaiah 17:3-6) Israel will become like a field at har­
vesttime with very li ttle grain or Jlke an olive tree from 
which most of the olives have been shaken from the 
branches. (Isaiah 17:4-6) What a sobering example for 
those who are dedicated to Jehovah! He expects exclusive 
devotion and accepts only heartfelt sacred service. And he 
hates those who h.un against their brothers.- Exodus 20:5; 
Isaiah 17:10,11; Matthew 24:48-50. 

Full Confidence in Jehovah 

17 Isaiah now says: "In that day earthling man wilt look 
up to his Maker, and II ;s own eyes will gaze at the Holy One 
of Israel himself, And he will not look to the altars, the work 
of his hands; and at what his fingers have made he will not 

17, 18. (a) How do some In Israel react to Jehovah's pronounce­
ments, but what l~ the general response? (b) How do events today re­
semble those of Hczckiah's day? 
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gaze, either at the sacred poles or at the incense stands." 
(isaiah 17:7, 8) Yes, some in Israel hecd Jchovah's warning 
pronouncement. For exa mple, when Hezekiah sends an 
invitation to the in habitants of Israel to joi n Judah in a cel­
ebration of th e Passover, some Israelites respond and trav­
el south to join their brothers in pure worship. (2 Chron­
icles 30: 1-12) Still, most of Israel's inhabitants mock the 
messengers bearing the invitation. The country is incur­
ably apostate. I-Ienee, Jehovah's counsel agai nst her is fu l­
fdk.'<i. Assyria desLroys Israel's cities, the land becomes 
waste, the pastu res unproductive.-Read Isaiah 17:9-11. 

18 What of today? Israel was an apostate nation. Hence, 
the way Hczekia h tried to help individuals in thai nation 
to return to true worship reminds liS of how true Chris­
tians today try to help individuals in the apostate orga­
nization o f Christendom. Since 1919, couriers fTOm "the 
Israel of God" have go ne th ro ugh Christendo m, inviting 
people to share in pu re worship. (Galiltians 6:16) Most 
have refused . Many have mocked the messengers. Some, 
though, have responded. They now number Into the mil­
lions, and they delight In 'gazing at the Holy Dill' of Isra­
el,' being educated by him. (Isaiah 54;13) They abandon 
worship al the unho ly altars-devotion to and trust in 
man-made gods-and eagerly turn to Jehovah. (Psalm 146; 
3,4) Like Isaiah's contemporary Micah, each o ne of them 
says: ~As for me, It is for Jehovah that [ shall keep on the 
lookout. I will show a waiting attitude for the God of my 
salvatlon. My God will hear me."-Micah 7:7. 

19 What a contrast to those who put their trust in mortal 
man! lurbulent \o\,'aves o f violence and upheaval buffet hu­
manity in these last days. 'The seaN of restless, rebellious 
human ity ch urns up discontent and revolulio n. (Isaiah 
57:20; Revelation 8:8, 9; 13:1) Jehovah will "rebuke" this 

19. Whom will jehovah rebuke. and what will this mean far thC' m? 
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no isy crowd. His heavenly Kingdom will destroy every 
trouble-making organization and Individua l, and these 
will " flee far away . . . like a thistle whirf before a stann 
wind. N- lsaiah 17:12, 13; Revelation 16: 14, 16. 

20 The resul t? Isaiah says: "At evening lime, WilY, look! 
tllere is sudden terror. Before morning- it is no more. This 
is the share of tllose pillaging us, and the lot belong­
ing to those plundering us." ( Isaiah J7:14) Man)' ilre plun­
dering Jehovah's people, treati ng them harshly and d isre· 
spectfully. Because they are no t-and do not wish to bC-..1 
pmt of the wodd's mainstream religions, true Christians 

20, Despite being 'plundered' by the nations, what confide nce do 
' rue Christians have? 

"The sea "' of rebellious humanity 
churns up discontent and revolurion 
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arc viewed 01.'1 ca.'ly p rey b y biased criti cs and fanatic op­
IXlnents_ But God 's people are confident that the "morn­
ing" when thei r tribu lations wi ll end Is fas t approaching_ 
-2 Thcs. ... l loniil1ls 1:6-9; I -I'ele r 5:6-11. 

Eth iopia Ilrlugs a G ift to jChovilh 

21 On at least Iwo occ-dsions, Et hiOpia, to the sou th of 
EgYI)I, has 1x.'C1l invoh'<.-d In milit:lry a<.1I0I1 against Judah. 
(2 Chronicles 12:2,3; 14: I , 9- 1.'i; 16:8) Now Isaiah predicts 
Judgment on that I1:Hlon: "Ho for the land of the whir­
ritlg insect1 wltll wings, whicll is in the region of the riven 
of E,Moplo! " (Rood Isaiah 18: 1-6.)· J e h ovah decrees th'lt 
Elhlopla will be 'cut o rr, removed, and lopped off.' 

22 Secu lar history tel l.'! us Ihal In Ihe lattef 1><1fl of 
the eighth <.'Cn lu ry Ii-C.!!.., Ethiopia conquered Egypt and 
rulc<l It for some 60 years, Assyrian Emperors Esar-haddon 
and Ashurl)';1 nipal invaded In turn . With the destrudion 
ofThcbcs by Ashurl)'lnlpal, A~syrla subjugated Egypt, thus 
ending Ethiopian clomlnnnce over the Nile Va lley. (See 
al .'lo 1S<lla h 20:3-6.) W hat about in modern tlme. .. ? 

23 I 11 Dan iel's prop l1(.'l)' of " the time of the end," the ag­
grl'S.'Ilve "killS o f Ihe 110rll1" is dl'SCribed as having Elhi~ 
pl;1 and Liby .. N;II h l'i SIePS," tl1:lt is, responsive to his d i­
n;.'(.110n. (l)aniel 11:40-4J) Eth iopia is also mentioned as 
lx:ing In the haule folX."Cs of "Gog of the land of Magog." 

• Some loI:holan SUjo\gCSI 1/1:11 Ihe CX l lIl')~lon "1,lI1d of Ihl.' whirring 
l U~l, .. :1j ",1111 "'Ing~~ lell'U 10 Ihe 1Ot."u~ ls Ihal occ:nlonalJ~' swarm 
In F.lhlnpla.. Ulher1l~hll O\' llha.ll~ II.:-bw ..... wonl for -",'hirring,­
/Q'/I'-/$lIr, K'St.'mblnln sound Ihe J1ilIlH: gl\'tll 10 11M' lselse fly. bal­
b"I)", by II~ (;all., a It .. mllk I~plt living In modern £lh)o,,13. 

21, 22. Which I'llilion next Tl'Ccives .. ludgmrfll pWOOUllttmcnl, 
and how arc !salah's IlIsplr«i WOfd~ futfilll'tl? 
23. \\' l1all",r l dOc~ Ihe /TIO<.lcrn da)' ~F.lhlnJllil · plil)', and wh)' dOl·) 
It Illeet 11.$ cnd7 
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(Ezekiel 38:2-5, 8) Gog's forces, including the king of the 
north, meet their end when they attack Jehovah's holy 
nallon. I'lence, Jehovah's hanel will also be stretched o ut 
ilgai nsl the modern-day "Eth iopia" bcclluse of its op­
position 1'0 Jehovah's soverelgn ty.-Ezcklel 38:21-23; Dan­
Iel 11 :45. 

24 Yet, the prophecy also says: "In tllat lime a gift will 
be brought to Jehovah of armies, (rom a people drown 
out and scoured, even from a people feor-inspiring every­
where . .. to the place of the name of Je'lOvall of armies, 
Mount Zion." (Isaiah 18:7) Although the nations do not 
recognize j ehovah's sovereignty. they have at times acted 
in ways that benefi t Jehovah's people. In some lands the 
authorities have enacted legisla tion and rendered court 
decisions giving legal righ ts to fai thful worshipers ofJeh~ 
yah. (Acts 5:29; Revelation 12: 15, 16) And there are oth­
er gifts. "Kings will bring gifts to you yourself .... Bronze­
ware things will come out of Egypt; Cush (Ethiopia] itself 
wlU quickly stretch out its hands with gifts to God." 
(Psalm 68:29·3 1) Today, millions of modern-day "Eth iopi­
ans" who fear Jehovah are bringjng "a gift" In the form of 
worship. (Malachi 1:11 ) They arc sharing In the immense 
('ask of preaching the good news of tile Kingdom in all the 
earth . (MaHhew 24: 14; Revelation 14:6,7) What a fine gift 
to offer to Jehovah!-Hebrews 13: 15. 

The Heart of Egypt Mclu 

25 Judah's immediate neighbor to the south is Egypt, 
long an enemy of God's covenant people. Isaiah chap­
ter 19 recounts the unsettled stale of affairs in Egypt dur­
Ing Isaiah's Ufetime. There is civil war In Egypt, with "dty 
against city, kingdom against kingdom." (Isaiah 19:2, 13, 

24. In whllt ways has Jehovah received "8If t~ ' from the na tIons? 
25. In fu lflllm{' ntof IsaIah 19:1. 11 , what happens to ancient Egypt? 
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14) Historians present evidence o f riva l dynasties ruling 
dlllcrent parts of the country at t he same time. The vaunt­
ed wisdo m of I~ypt, with her 'valueless gods and charm­
ers,' docs not So.l VC her fro m "the hand o f a hard master." 
(Isa iah 19;:1, 4) Egypt is successively conquered by Assyria, 
Ilabylon, Persia, Greece, and Ro me. All these events fu lfi ll 
the prophedes o f Isaial1 19:1-11. 

26 Ilrn ... ever, in the Bible, Egypt often symbo lizes S.ltan's 
\vorld. (Ezekiel 29:3; Joel 3; 19; Revelation II :8) 11lerefore, 
dOl'S Isa iah's Hpronouncement against Egypt" have a larger 
fulnllment? Yes, indeed! The open ing words of the proph­
eLY s ltou lJ give everYOllccause to take notice: "Loole! Jello­
vol! Is riding on a swift cloud and coming Into Egypt. Arid 
the valueless gods of Egypt wfll certainly quiver because of 
111m, ond the very heort of Egypt will melt In the midst of it. It 
( Isaiah 19: 1) Jehovah will soon move against Satan's or­
ganizatio n. At t hat Um e, the gods o f this system of things 
will be st.'Cn to be valueless. (Psalm 96:5; 97:7) "The very 
hCitr t of Egypt will me lt" in fear. Jesus fo retold that time: 
"There will be ... angUish o f n<lllons, not knowi ng the 
wily oul' because of the ro.uing o f the sea and Its agitation, 
while men become faint out of fear and cxp'-'l'taUon of the 
things coming upon the Inhabited earth ,It-I.uke 21:25, 26. 

27 Of the time leading up to his cxccullon of judg· 
menl, Jehovah says p rophetically: " I will goad Egyp­
tlam against Egyptians, and they will certaInly war each 
aile agaimt Ills brother, and each aile agaInst I1ls compon-
1011, city against city, kingdom ogainst kingdom, H (Isaiah 
19:2) Slncc the establishment of God's Kingdom In 1914, 
"the sign o f (Jesus'] presence" has been marked by na­
tion rising against natio n and kingdom against kingdom. 

26. In Ih~ targer ful fillment, how will InhablulIlb of modern-day 
~ t:KYI~ reilct 10 Jehovah's acts of judgment? 
27. Whnt lntcrnHI divisions were fo reto ld for -Ellypt/ and how [s thIs 
bclnH ful fl llcU today? 
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Tribal OlaSS<lCres, bloody gcnoddes, ami s(H.:a llcd eth nic 
clcanslngs have claimt>d millions o f lives during IhcSC! last 
days. Such "pangs of distress" will only get worse as Ihe 
(.'nel draws nearer.-Matthew 24:3, 7, 8. 

28 '7he spirit of Egypt must become bewildered in the 
midst of it, and I shall confuse its own counsel. And they 
will be certain to resort to the valueless gods and to the 
cllGfmers and to the spirit mediums alld to the protes· 
slonol foretellers of events." (Isaiah 19:3) When Moses ap .. 
pen recl befo re Pharaoh, the priests of Egypt were put to 
shame, unable to match Jehovah in pmvcr. (Exodus ij;18, 
19; Acts 13:8; 2 11mothy 3:8) Similarly, In the doW of judg­
menl, (<l Ise religio n will be unable to save this corrupt sys­
\l;'Ill. (Compare Isaiah 47:1, 11 -13.) Even tually, l!.gyp! C'.Imc 
under "a hard maste,, " Assyria. (tsaiaIl19:4) 'J h is fo n..'5had, 
ows the bleak futu re facing this s)'stem of th in~s , 

29 What, though, of the pollticalleadefs1 Can they help? 
"The princes of Zoan are indeed foolish. As regards tile wise 
ones of Pharaoh's counselors, tlleir coullselis somefhing 
ullreasollable." (Read Isaiah 19:5- 11.) How unrcilsunllb le 
to hope th3t human counse lors wUI be of any lIse In the 
day of judgmcn l! Even with a ll the world's knowledge 
at their disposa l. they lack godly wisdom. ( I Corlnthl, 
ans 3: 19) They have rejected Jehovil h and holVe turnt'(l to 
science SO<illled, philosophy, money, pitasurc, and oth­
er substiw lc god<;. As a resul t, they Ililve no knowk'<ib'C of 
God 's purposes. 'nley are d(.'<:cived and d lscol1ccr!t:!d . Thei r 
works are In va in. (Read /saiall 19:12-75.) "The wise o nes 
Il ave bt'Comc ashamed. They have lx.'(:o mc terrlf1e<1 and 
will be t:ilughl. Look! They have rejected th e very word of 
Jehova h, and what wisdom do th€y have?"- JeT('m l;lh 8:9. 

28. III Ihe (In>' of judgment, whallVlII filt~c tcl l)(lon lx' Ilble to du It) 
~\'e thh )y~lcm of t hings? 
29. When JchO\'ah's day COnt('S, of whal U~ will flo ll t1fl~n) be? 
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A Sign and a Witness to Jehovah 

30 However, whilc "!!.gypt's" leaders arc w<.'ak, " like wom­
en," there are still some illdivlduals who look fo r godly 
wisdom. Jehovah's ano imcd o nes arld their companions 
'declare abroad God's cxcellendes.' (Isaiah '9: '6,' 1 Peter 
2:9) They are doing what tilly Gill to wa rn people of the 
coming dem ise of Satan's orgililizol tioll . Looking ahead to 
this situation, lsal .. h says: '7he ground of ludah must be­
come to Egypt a cause for reeling. Everybody to whom one 
mentions it;s in dread because of tile counsel of Jehovah of 

30. In what way wJll ' the ground of )Ud;I.Il bea:lme 10 Y.gypt a cause 
fOI ree:Ung'7 

The priests of Egypl were unable 
to match Jehovah in power 
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armies that he is counseling against him." (/saloh 19: J7) 
The fai thful messengers of Jehov.1h go forth tclllng people 
the truth- Including the announcement of the plagues 
foretold by Jehovah. (I~cvcla lio n 8:7-12; 16:2- 12) This is 
disturbing to the religious leaders o f the world . 

31 What is the surprising rcsult o f this proclamation 
work? "In fhat day there will prove to be five cities in 
tlte land of Egypt speaking the languoge of Canaan and 
swearing to Jehovah of onn;es. The City of Tearing Down 
will one city be coiled." (Isaiah J9: /8) In ancient times this 
prophecy was apparently fulfilled when the Hebrew lan­
glloge was spoken in E~;yptlal1 cities by J(''\\'5 who had fled 
there. (Jeremiah 24:1, 8-10; 4) :1-3; 42:9-43:7; 44: 1) Today, 
Ihl'r<! are people in t he terri tory of modern-day uEo'YPt" 
who have learned to speak the "pure language" o f Bible 
truth. (Zephaniah 3:9) One o f the five figurative ci ties is 
called "The City of Tearing Down," signi fyi ng that part 
o f the "'pure lanbruagc" Is related 10 eXl>osi ng and "tearing 
down " s.,tiln 's organiza tion. 

:'2 Thanks to the proclamation work of Jehovah's people, 
his great name will a>rtaln ly become known in this sys­
tem of things. " In that day there will prove to be on al­
tar to Jehovah ;n the midst of the 10rld of Egypt, and a pil­
for to Jehovah beside its boundary." ( Isaiah J9: J9) These 
wo rds point to the position of anointed Christians, who 
are In a covenant relationship with God . (Ps..,lm 50:5) As 
"un altar" they are offering their slIcrlftces; as "a pillar and 
support of the truth," they lire be aring wllness to jehovah. 
(1 Timothy 3:15; Romans 12: 1; Hebrews 13:15, 16) They 
are "In the midst of the land;" being (ound- along with 

31. How does It come to p."lSS t hnt "the languDge of canaan- Is spo­
ken In cl tl~ of Egypt (a) In ancIent tImed (b) In modern tlme!? 
32 (a) What "altar" Is In the mlcb t o f t he IlI nd or Egypt? (b) How 
III"( tht' ;mo lnted like "a pillar" beside Egypt's bound3ry1 
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their "other sheep" companions-in more than 230 coun· 
tries and Isla nds o f the sea. But they arc "no pmt o f the 
world." (John 10:16; 17: 15, 16) They arc, as it were, stand· 
Ing on the boundarybetwecn this world and the Kingdom 
of God, prepared to cross that boundClry and receive t heir 
heaven ly reward. 

:u 1s.11ah continues: Nit must prove to be for a sign and 
for a witness to Jehovah of annies In the land of Egypt; for 
tlfer will cry out to Jehovah because of tile oppressors, and 
he will send them a savior, even a gmnd one, who will 
actually deliver them. N (Isaiah 19:20) As "a sign" and "a 
wit ness," the anointed take the lead In the preaching work 
and eXil lt Jehovah's name in this system of th ings. (Isa­
Iah 8: 18; Hebrews 2:13) Througho ut the world the cries of 
oppressed people can be heard, but by and large, human 
governments arc unable to help them. 1-IO\'Iever, Jehovah 
will send a Grand Savior, the King JCSllS Christ, to liber­
ate all t he meek ones. Wh en t hese last days reach their cli­
max at the war of Armageddon, he will bring relief and 
everlasting bleSSings to God-fearing hlllllans.-Psa lm 72:2, 
4, 7,12-14, 

J~ In Ihe meantime, it is God's will that .. 11 sorts o f peo. 
pie gain accurate knowledge and be saved. (I Timothy 
2:4) lience, Isaiah writes: "Jehovah will certainly become 
k'lOwn to the Egyptians; and the Egyptians must know Je· 
hovall It! that day, and they must render sacrifice and gilt 
and mtlSl make a vow to Jehovah and pay it. And Jehovah 
will certainly deal Egypt a blow. There will be a dealing of 
a blow and a healing; and they must return to Jehovah, 

33. In what wa~'s are the anointed ~11 sign" and -a witness'" In 
"Csypt"? 
34. (a) How will Jehovah come 10 be known to - 111(> I!gypIIJns,· and 
what sacrifICe. and gift will they give 10 him? (b) When 1'.'111 )~hO\'ah 
deal n blow 10 "Egypt/ an d what h(>allr'R will fo llow? 
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and he must let himself be entreated by them and mtlst 
heal them. H (Isaiah 19:21, 22) People from all nations of 
Satan's world, individual "Egyptians," come to know Jeho­
vah and render him sacrifice, " the fruitof lips wh ich make 
public dedamtion to his name," (Hebrews 13:1 5) They 
make a vow to Jehovah by dedicating themselves 10 him, 
and they pay their \ 'OW by living a life of loyal service. f o l­
lowin g the "blow'" that Jehovah will deal this system o f 
things at Armageddon, he will use his Kingdom to heal 
humankind. Du ringJesus' Millenn ial Reign, mankind will 
be elevated to spirihlal, mental, moral, and physical per· 
fection- heaLi ng indeed!- ReveJation 22: 1, 2. 

"Blessed Be M y People" 

3S The prophet then foresees a remarkable development: 
"In that day there wiff come to be a highway out of 
Egypt to Assyria, and Assyrio will actually come Into Egypt, 
and Egypt into Assyria; and they wiff certainly render ser­
vice, Egypt with Assyria. In that day Israel will come to be 
the third witl! Egypt and with Assyria, namely. a blessing 
in the midst of the earth, because Jehovah of armies wflf 
have blessed it, soying: 'Blessed be my people, Egypt and 
the work of my hands, Assyria, and my inheritance, Isra­
el.'" (Isaiah 19:23-25) Yes, one day friendly relations will 
exist between Egypt and Assyria. How? 

36 When Jehovah rescued his people from the nations in 
times past, he made for them highways to freedom, so to 
speak. (Isaiah 11:16; 35:8-10; 49: 11- l3; Jeremia h 3 1 :21) A 
lim ited fu lfi llment of th is prophecy took place after the 
defeat o f Babylon when exiles from Assyria and EgYPt, as 
..... ell as from Babylon, were brought back to the Prom ised 
land. Osaiah 11 :11) But what of modern times? 

3S, 36. In rulfillment o r isaIah 19;23+25, what connections came to 
exist In ancient times bern~n Egypt, Assyr ia, and b rdel? 
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37 "1b<lay, the remnant of ono inted spiritual Israelitcs is 
" .. hlessing In the m idst of the earth." They promote true 
WO\"ihlp and arc dcclori ng the Ki ngdom message to reo­
pic In all the Ilillions. Some ·o f these nations are like As.­
syria, heavily milita ristic. O ther natio ns are more liberal, 
perhaps li ke Egypt-at o ne time "the king of tile south" in 
D;mlcl 's prophay. (J)anlel 11 :5,8) Millions of individuals 
from the militaristic nations and the more liberal nations 
have tilken up the wayar true worship. Thus. IX'Ople from 
all nations arc united in 'rendering sen'lcc.' There are no 
nallo nallstlc divisions among these ones. They love one 
another, and it can truly be said that 'Assyria comes into 
Egypt and Egypt into Assyria.' [ t is as If there were a high­
way from o ne to the o lhcr.- I Peter 2:17. 

38 How, though, does Israel "come to be the third with 
Egypt and with Assyria"? Early in "the lime of the end," 
most of those !iervi ng Jehovah on ea rth were members of 
" the Israel o f God," (Daniel 12:9; Galatians 6:16) Si nce the 
1930's, a great crowd o f "other sheep," with an earthly 
hope, have appea red , (Jol1n \0: \6a; Revelation 7:9) Com­
Ing nut of the natlolls-forc~hadowcd by Egypt and Assyr­
Ia- they stream to Jehovah's house of worship and invite 
others to loin them, (Isaiah 2:2-4) They perform the same 
preaching work as their anointed brothers, endu re simi­
lar tC)i'S, manifest the same fait hfu lnes., and integrity, and 
k'C(l al the same spiritual table, Truly, the ano inted and 
the "other sheep" arc "one nock, o ne shepherd," (Joh n 
10: 16b) Can iUl}'On c do ubt that Jehovah, viewing their 
zeal and endurance, is pleased with their activity? IJttJe 
wonder thai he pronounces a benediction on them, say­
Ing: "Dlessed be my »COple"! 

37, lIow do millions today INc a) though there wen,' a highway be­
tween -rus)tr1a~ lind ~E8)'llt-~ 

'\8 , (1I) now will Isral,'l ~('ome 10 be the third wilh Eg)·pt and with 
A~~)' rI3 · 1 (hi Why dol,') Jehovah sa)' "SleMI.'d b{' my I)¢()ple~ ? 



CHAPTER SIXTEEN ___ _ 

Trust in Jehovah for Guidance 
and Protection 

Isaiah 20:1·6 

AS S.:EN In earlier chapters of this book, ClOd's IX'Oplc face a 
frig hte ning ,hreitt in the eighth celU'ury 1l.c. E. The blood ­
t Illrsty Assyrians arc ravaging one land li fter ,lIlother, and it 
Is only a manerof lime before they a!lack I he southern king· 
dom of Judah. To whom will the limel's Inhabitants turn for 
protection? They are in a covenan t rela tionship wi th Jeho­
vah and shou ld rely on him for help. (f.xoous 19:5, 6) That 
is what King David d id. He acknowle(\&oed: "jehOV.lh is my 
crag and my stronghold and the Provider of escape for me." 
(2 S.1Il1ueI22:2) Evidently, tho ugh. Il l;t ny in th e eighth cen · 
tury !J.e.E. do not put trust In Jehovah as their Mrot'Shold. 
They are more lndined to look to Egypt and Eth iopia, hop­
ing that these two nations will provide a bulw3rkagainst the 
threatened Assyrian invasion. They are wrong. 

2 Thro ug h his prophet Isaiah, Jehovah warns thaI seeking 
refuge in ~'YPt or in Ethiopia will bcdlsasuous. The proph­
et's Inspired words provide a 5.1lulary l es.~on for his <.:0 111('111-
pomrles and contain a valuable lesson for liS ,tboul the im ­
I>ortnncc of tru sting in Jehovah. 

A Land o f Bloodsh ed 

3 111(' Assyrians were known for their mili tary migh!. The 

I. 2. Whllt Iinnscr do God'~ pl'Ople race In the eight h o.:o.: ntury a.CE., 
and 10 whom are man)' or them Inclined to tu rn lor prOtC<:tlo n? 
3. i){'SCrlbe the emphasL\ that AssyrIa put o n mUllary power. 



The Alsyrlons used to blind some of their captives 

book Allclellt Cities notes: "They worshiped strength, and 
would say tlleir prayers only to colossal Idols o f stone, lio ns 
nnd blJlIs whose ponde rous limbs, cag lc wings, lind Ilu­
man hCi.tds were symbols of strength, COUTilg!!, and victo­
ry. Fighting was the business of tile nation, and the priests 
were Incessant fomenters of war." It is wit h good reason 
that the mble prophct Nahum described Nlnevch, Assyr­
ia's capital, as "the city o f bloodshed."- Nahum 3: I. 

4 The war tactics of the Assyrians were unusually cru­
el. C',Mved reliefs fro m those dilYS show Assyrlnn wilrriors 
leadi ng 00' captlves by means of hooks stuck through the 
noses o r the lips. With spears they blinded some captives. 
One Inscription tells o f a conquest In which the Assyri­
an army d ismembered its captivcs and made Iwo mounds 
outside the city-one of heads and the ot her of limbs. The 
children of the conquered were bu rned In fire. The fear 

4. How did th o:.- Assyrians strlke terror in the heJrts of other nat!ons? 
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inspired by such cruelly must have seM'tI the Assyrians 
well In a mi lita ry sense, d iscouraging resista nce by those 
who stood in the way of thei r arm ies. 

The War Against As hdod 

5 In Isaiah's day the Assyrian Empire reached an unprece­
dented level of power under King Sargon.· Fo r ma llY years, 
cri tics doubted the exi<;tence o f this ruler, a~ they knew of 
no mention of him in secular sources. In time. however. 
archill"Ologists uncovered the ruins of Sargon 's Ikl iace, and 
the Bible's •• ccount was vindicated. 

6 Isaiah briefly describes one of Sargon's military ca m­
paigns: "'Tartan came to Ashdod, when Sorgon thp. Icing of 
Assyria sent him, and he proceeded to war agaInst Ashdod 
and to capture it. ... (Isaiah 20: 1,. Why docs Sargon o rder 
an attack on the Philistine city o f Ashdod? For o ne Ih ing, 
Philistia is an ally o f Egypt, and Ashdod, hOllle to ,I te mple 
of Dagon, is located on the road that runs ,I lo ng the COilst 
from Egypt through l}aJestilll'. Tile city Is thus In iI slr.lleglc 
locatio n. Us capture can be viewed as il preli minary step 10 
the conquest o f Egypt. In addition, Assyrian r<.-'Cords repo l'! 
that Azuri, Ashdod's king. was conspiring llgulnst Assyria. 
Hence, Sargon has the rebellious king removed and puIS 
the ki ng's younger brother, Ahimili, on the throne. Still , 
that does not settle matters. Another revolt breaks out, and 

• 11I51Orialls refl'r 10 this king as Sargl)n II . An earllCf king. lIot l)f As­
~yr l il. hul o f 8311)'1011. Is deslgnaled as · Sargon I.· 
• "Tartan" b nOl a name but a title designat ing th;;> ~'Omllland('r In 
chIef o f Ihe As~yrian army, likely the M1."Ond mn~1 powl'rrul per)on In 
the erllplre. 

5. Who was a powerful i\s)yrian ruler In Isaiah') day, OI nd how \\'iU 
the 81bles account or him vindicated? 
Ii. 7. (a) !.ike I)" for what reason~ dots 5~rgon onk'r an all:ackon k.h· 
dod? (b) 110 .... does the fall of Ashdod a!Tect I' hltblla ') nelghborsl 
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this li me Sargon takes more rorceful action. He orders an 
attack on Ashdod, whic h Is besleg(,.'(\ and conquered. like­
ly, Isa iah 20: 1 Is alluding to this event. 

7 The rail or Ashdod casts a grirn shadow over her neigh­
bors, especially Judah. j ehovah knows that his people are 
inclined 10 look to "an arm o r nesh," such as EI,'Y1>1 or Ethi­
o pia to I he soulh. Thcrerore, he commissions Isaiah to ad 
oul a dire warnlng.-2 Olronlclcs 32:7, 8. 

" Naked ilnd Barefoot" 

8 jehovah tclls Isaiah: "Co, and you must loosen the sack­
cloth from 0(( your hips; and your sandals you shourd draw 
from off your feet " Isaiah complies with jehovah's com­
mand. "He proceeded to do so, warking about naked and 
barefoot. " (isaiah 20:2) Sackcloth Is a coarse garment or­
len worn by the prophets, sometimes In conjunction with 
a warning message. It Is also worn in times or crisis or 
upon hea ring cillamUous news. (2 Kings 19:2; Psalm 35:13; 
Daniel 9:3) Does 15<11al1 really walk a round naked in Ihe 
sense o r being withou t any protective covering al all? Nol 
necessarily. The Hebrew \vord translated "naked" can also 
refer to one's being partially o r scantily clothed. (1 Sam­
uel 19:24, footnote) So Isaiah may have merely taken off 
his aliter garment, while retaining the short tunic t hat was 
commonly worn close to the body. Male captives are often 
represented In thls manner in Assyrian sculptures. 

9 The mea ning o f Isaiah's unusual action is not left in 
doubt: "Jehovah went on to say: 'Just as my serll'Ont Isa­
iah has walked about naked and barefoot three yean as 
a sign and a portent against Egypt and against Ethio­
pia, so the king of Assyria wiff lead the body of captives of 

8 WhIt Impll1!d prophtollc ilel d~ 1~llIh carry out? 
9 What Is the prol'h~1 1c m~anln8 of ts.aiah'!. IClion? 
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Egypt and the exiles of Ethiopia, boys and old met!, naked 
and barefoot; and with buttocks stripped, the nakedness of 
Egypt.'" (Isaiah 20:3, 4) Yes, t he Egyptians and Eth iopi­
ans wil l soon be carried off captive. No one will be spared. 
Even "boys and old men"- the children and the elder­
ly- will be stripped of all t heir possessions and taken into 
exile. By means of this bleak imagery, Jehova h warns the 
inhabitants of Judah that it will be futile for them to put 
their trust in Egypt and Ethiopia. The downfa ll of these na­
tions will lead to their "nakedness" - their ultimate humil ­
iation ! 

Hope Crumbles, Beauty Fades 

10 Next, Jehovah prophetically describes the response of 
his people as they reaHze that Egypt and Ethiopia, their 
hoped-for refuge, has proved powerless before the A~syri­
ans . 'They will certainly be terrified and be ashamed of 
Ethiopia their looked-for hope and of Egypt their beauty. 
And the inhabitant of this coastJand will be certain to say in 
that day, 7here is how our looked-for hope is, to which we 
fled for assistance, in order to be delivered because of the 
king of Assyria! And how shall we ourselves escape?'''-Isa­
iah 20:5, 6. 

11 Judah seems like a mere strip of coastland when com­
pared with the powers of Egypt and Ethiopia. Perhaps 
some of the inhabitants of "th is coastland" are enamored 
with Egypt's beauty- its impressive pyramids, its tmvering 
temples, <lnd its spacious villas with their surrounding gar­
dens, orchards, and pond,. The magnificent archi tecture 
of Egypt seeills to be evi dence of stability and permancncc . 
Surely this land cannot be devastated! Ukely, the Jews are 

10, 11. (a) What wil l the response of j udah be when she rea lizes that 
Egypt and Ethiopia are powclless before A~~yr ia? (h) Why may the 
i nhab i tan t~ of Judah be Inclined to trust in Egypt and Ethlopi ~ ? 



Some may be impressed by man's achievements, 
bu t It 15 better to trust in Jehovah 

also lmprcss(!d by the archers, chariots, and horsemen of 
Ethiopia. 

12 In vle\Y of the acted·out warning of Isaiah and tbe 
prophetic words of Jehovah, any of God's professed peo· 
pic who are Inclined to trust in Egypt and Ethiopia haw 
some serious thinking to do. How much better to put their 
trust in Jehovah rather than in earthling man! (Psalm 
25:2; 40:4) A~ things work out, Judilh suffers terribly at the 
hand of the king of Assyria, and later, she sees her tern· 
pie and Cilpita! city destroyed by Babylon. Yet, "a tenth," "a 
holy seed," is [cft, like the stump of a massive tree. (Isaiah 
6:13) When the time comcs, Isaiah's message will greatly 

12. In whom should Judah put her ItUSt? 
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strengt hen the fai th of that small group who continue to 
IrUSI In JehoYah! 

Put Your Trust in Jchovilh 

13 The warn ing in Isaiah concerning the fullli ty of trust­
ing In Egypt and Eth iopia Is not Just dCI'd history. II 
has practical value {or our clay. We arc living in "critical 
thnes hard to deal with." (2 Timothy 3:1) financia l disas­
ters, widespread poverty, political uncertainty, dvil unrest, 
and small-or large-scale wal'S have devastating effects-not 
only o n those who spurn God's rulcrshlp but also on those 
who worsh ip Jehovah. The quc~lion facing eilch one is, 'To 
whom willi turn for help?' 

' 01 Some might be impressed by today's fmandal Wizards, 
poli ticians. and scientists, who talk of solving man's prob­
lems using man's ingenuity and technology. H()\\lCVer, the 
BIble plainly states: " It is better to take refuge in Jeh ovah 
than to trust in nobles." (Psalm 118:9) All ma n's schemes 
for pcacc and secu rity will come to naught {or the reason 
ilpt ly stated by the prophet j eremiah : "I well know, 0 j eho­
vah. that to earthling man his way docs not' belong. It does 
not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step." 
- Jerem iah 10:23. 

IS II Is Imperative. therefore, that servants of God not be 
undu ly impressed by any seemi ng strength or wisdom of 
this world. (Psalm 33: 10; 1 Corlnthlans 3: 19, 20) The only 
hope for distressed h umAnkind rests wlt}l the Creator. j e­
hovah. Those who put their trust In him will be saved. As 
the Inspired apostle john wrote, Mthe world Is passing away 
and so Is its desire, but he that does the will o f God re­
mains forever."-l John 2:17. 

13 . What pressures affect all-both believers and unbdleveD-today7 
14 . Why should wr put trust only tn lchov~h? 
IS. WhCrc nt's the only hope (OJ d lstl'ClSed mankind? 
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"Babylon Has Fall en! " 

Isaiah 21 :1-17 

TH~ Ulble may be likened to a great piece of music with 
a domina nl theme and with minor themes Introduced to 
add to the distinctiveness of the whole. [n a s[ mllar way, 
the Uiblc has a major theme-the vlndlciltlon of Jehovah's 
sovereignty by means of the Ml'Ssianlc Kingdom govern­
ment. It also has other importilnt, recurring themes. One 
of li1c'ie is the rail o f llabylon . 

2 Thai theme Is Introduced in Isaiah chapteN 13 and 14. 
[I recurs in chapter 21 and agai n In Chapters 44 and 45 . A 
century tater, Jeremiah enlarges on the St1 me theme, and 
the book of Revelation brings It to a thundering conclu-
1>lon . (Jeremlall 51 :60-64; Itc;ovela tlon 18: 1- 19:4) Every seri­
ous student of the Uible needs to be concerned abou t this 
Iml>ort:1I11 subsidiary lheme of God's Word. 1s..1iah chap­
tcr 21 helps In this I'l'gard, for It supplies fa..~natlng details 
about the prophesied fall of that great world power. ta ter, 
\ '1(' will see that Isaiah chapler 21 SltcsS('S another Impur­
HUlt Illblc themc-one that helps us as.'ie'iS our vigilance as 
Ch r l ~ tlan s today. 

"A Hard Vision " 

'\ Isaiah chapter 21 opens on an omi nous note: "'The 

I, 2. Cal What h the overall.heme of t hC! Rlbl ... hut whatlmpor. 
I:lllt )ub~ldlar)' themt' appears 10 1~lilh7 (b) How 11tK'S the Hlble de­
V(!loll t hc theme of the faU of Babylon? 
3. Why Is llabylon tl'rnwd "the wltdernl'S) of the sea, " 111\(1 what dOC-'> 
tllnt IIlh.' portend rCjI;ardlng her future~ 
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pronouncement ogainst the wilderness of t.lle sea: Uke 
storm winds in the south in moving onward, (rom the wi/· 
derness it is coming, from a (ear-inspiring land. It (lso;oh 
21:1) Straddli ng the Euph ra tes River is Uabylo n, with its 
eastern half in the region between the two grc,lt rivers Eu­
phriltes <l nd Tigris. It is some distance from the actual sea. 
Why, then, is II called "the wilderness of the scali? &­
CilU~ the region o f Babylon uscd to fl(K)(1 annually, creat­
Ing a vast, marshy "sea," However, the Bab)'lonlans have 
controlled this watery wilderness by creating a complex 
system of dikes, sluices, and can.,ls. They Inge niously usc 
these walers as part of the city's defense system. Still, 
no human works will s..'IVC Babylon from divine judg­
ment. A wilderness she had been-a wilderness she will 
ag;lln become. G.llamity is head ing her way. brewing like 
onc of the fierce storms Ihat sometimes blow in upon Is­
rael from the fearsome wilderness to the SOtl lh.-Comparc 
Zechariah 9: 14. 

<4 As we learned in Chapler 14 of Ih ls book, ancient Bab­
ylon has a modern counlerpart-~ naby lon the Grcal," the 
world empire of false religion. In Ik ... 'ciation, Uabylon the 
Greal is IlkcwJse portrayed in connection with "a wllder­
Ilt'Ss" and "walers." The apostle John Is carried away to 
a wilderness to be shown B.1bylon the Great. He is told 
that she ~s its on many waters" representing "peoples and 
crowds and nations and tongues." (ltevclaUon 17: 1-3,5, 
IS) Popular support has always been a key to the surviv­
al of false religion, but such "waters" wlll not protect her 
In the end. Uke her ancient cou nterpart, she will end up 
empty. neglected, and desolate. 

4. How does the Itevelation \'151011 o f "8nll)' lon the Grea t- Include 
the elemcm~ of kwaters" ilnd " /I wllderne!>~, " lind willi! do the "wa­
t~u· mean? 
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5 In Isaiah 's day Babylon is nOt yet the dom inant world 
j>ower, bu t Jehovah already foresees Ihm when her time 
comes, she wil l abuse her power. Isaiah proce(.-'ds: "There 
is a hord vision that has been told to me: nle treacher­
ous dealer is dealing treacherously, arid tile despoiler is de­
spoiling." (Isaiah 21 :20) Babylon willlndccd despo il illld 

deal tfl'acherously with the nations she conquers, Includ­
ing Judah . The Babylonians will sack Jeru sa lem, pillage 
its tcmple, and lake its people ca ptive to Hab)'lon. There, 
lhese h('lpless captives will be trea ted treacherollsly. rld i­
cu lt'<.i for t heir fal lh, and offered no hopcof return to their 
h0Il1!!!aml.-2 Chronicles 36: 17-21; l''s<ll rn 137: 1-4 . 

6 Ye.';, Ilahylon richly deserves this "hard vision," which 
wil l mean hard times for her. Isaiah continues: "Co up, 
o f lam! Lay siege, 0 M edia! All sighing due to her I have 
caused to cease.'" (Isaiah 21 :2b) Those oppn..:.ssed by this 
treacherous em pire will have relie f. AI last, an end 10 their 
sighing! (Psalm 79:11 , 12) By what means will this relief 
come? Isaiah mimes nvo nations thilt will ilttilck llabylon: 
morn and Media. 'Iwo centu ries later, In 539 II .C.E., Cy­
rus Ihe Persian will lead a combined force of Persians and 
Mcdcs agal nsl Babylon_ As fo r I:.lam, Persian monarchs will 
possess al least part of that land prior 10 539 n.c.E.· The 
Persian fort'Cs will thus include f.lamltes. 

7 Note how Isaiah describes the effect of this vision 

• The l'e f~hHl KIng Cyrus \Vas lit times de~ jll nnted "King of i\n~hnn~ 
-.I\ n ~ tHm being a region or ci ty in Elam. The h rac lltes of Isalah's dar 
-the eIghth century a.c.E.- may have heen unfamlllo1t with I\:ula, 
whcf('lIs t hcy would have known of F.lam. Thl$ may explain why Isa­
IDh hl'fl' n il/nt'S [lam Imtead of PersIa. 

S. I-low does Rabylon com~ 10 earn a reputatlon as being "treacher­
ous~ lind Ii -despoiler"? 
6. (a) What sigh ing ..... m Jehovah cause to cease? (11) What nations 
lire fo retold to attack Babylon, and how IS 111 1.\ ful flll L'(1 7 
7. How dot!.~ Isaiah's vision affect him, sIgnifying whut7 
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upon him: '7hat is why my hips have become full of se· 
vere paim. Convulsions themselves IlOve grabbed hold of 
me, like tile convulsions of a woman lIml is giving birth. 
I have become disconcerted so Ihat I do not hcar; I have 
become disturbed so tllat , do not see. My heart 110S wan­
dered about; a shuddering itself has terrified me. nle tw i­
light for whiclll hod an attachment has beel! made for me 
a trembling." (Isaiah 21:3,4) The prophet, 11 I>CI.'J1lS, en­
iOYs the twil ight hours, a lovel y time for quiet CO llll.'lllpla· 
tion. Ilut nightfa l l has now lost its dw rill, brl 1 'Hi ng i 11SI(';1(1 

onl y fear, pain, and trembling. He slitTers coll\'ldslons like 
those of a woman in labor, and his heart "has W~lIldNCd 
abou!." One scholar renders th is phrase "my heart bealS 
wildly," noting that the expression refers to " il feverish 
(l nd Im.!b'l.llar beati ng of the pu lse ." Why s.w.:h dis tress? I~\'­

idently. Isaiah's feeli ngs arc prophetic. On the nig ht o f Oc­
tobe r 5/6,539 H.C.E., the Baby[oniam willl.'xpcrl cnce sim­
ilar t(' rrO T. 

IIl\s (\nrkness fall.s 011 that fateful nig lll, ten or 1'1 ti lC last 
thing on thc Babyionians' minds. Some two cen(uril.') in 
ndvancc, [sai,, 11 foretells: " Let there be a setting of tile toble 
in order, an arranging of UJe location of seatJ, all eatillg, 1I 
drinking! " (Isaiah 21:50) Yes, tht' a rrogant King Bclshaz· 
l a r is hosting a fcast Scats are a rrilnged (or ;\ tho ll5:l nd of 
hi" g randees, <IS wcl l as many wives and collcubi nl.~ . (Dan­
lel S: l , 2) The revelers know that there i<; an arlllyoul'l ide 
the walls, but they bellt..'v(' thal their city h Impregnable, 
lief massive walls and cicep moat appear t'O rl li.kc her cap .. 
tu n.: Imposs ible; her lllany god s make II unlhl"k:lhle. So 
let t IJcre be "an eating, " <iri nki ng!" lIe l ~ llal'Jar gel <; cI rurl k, 
Olnd he prohably i~ not alon e. Tire besutted ~ I a l e I) f the 

II . A\ prol1h(·~ il'(l . ho\\' dQ t he llabylOni;lIlS llL'I. c\'~n thOu,.:h t hcl r Cli 
(: rn h.'~ arc oUldde thr '\~Itb! 
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high officials Is suggestw by the ilL 'Cd to rouse them, as 
Isaiah's next ",'OI'(\S prophetica lly show. 

9 "Get up, you princes, ono;nt tile shield," ( Isaiah 2 1:Sb) 
Sudden.ly, the party Is over. The pri nces Iwvc to rouse 
themselves! The aged prophet Daniel has lx'Cn called to 
lhe scenc, and he sees how Jehovah th rows nabylonian 
King BelshaZhlr Into a stale of lerror similar to that dl"­
scribed by Isaiah. The klng's grilnd~ life pl unged into 
confusion as the comb ined fon:cs of ML'tics, Persians, lind 
flami tes breach the diy's defenses. Ha b)'lon fa lls qu ick· 
Iy! What, though, docs it mean to "anoint the shield"? 

9. Why does It become nt~-c:i~'lry 10 "anoin t the )hlcld"7 

"lel tllere be . , , on eating, a drinking'" 
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'nle Bible sometimes refers to a IliIlIon's ki ng as it .. shield 
because he is the defender 'Illtl protector of the land.· 
(Psalm 89: 18) So this verse in Isaiah is likely foretelli ng 
the need for a new king. Why? Bc('''all$c IJclshilu ... 1r is killed 
that "very night." Thus, there Is " nct!d to Hanoint the 
shield,''' or appoin l allew klng.- Oanicl 5: 1-9, 30. 

10 All lovers of true wors hi p draw comfo rt from Ih is ac­
cou nt. Modern-day B;lbylol1, llilhy lo n the Great, is as 
much a tre,lCherous dei\lcr and despo iler as WilS her an­
cien t cou ntcq>.1rl. To this llily religious leaders conspire 
to have Jehovah 's Witll l.!SsCS banned, pc rscl1.1ted , or pun!­
tively taxed. But ilS this prophecy rcmlnels liS, Jehovah sees 
all such trcachcrous deaUng, and h e wi ll not let It go un­
punished. He will bri ng ;111 end to all religions thai mis­
represent him and mistreat his pl'ople. (ncvelation 18:8) 
Is such a thing Ix>sslble? -10 build our fa ith, we have on ly 
to see how his warnings regarding the f,,11 or both ancient 
Babylon and her Illode rn-day counlerp<lrl" have already 
been fulfilled, 

ilS hc Has Fa ll en l" 

11 Jehovah now SI>eaks to the prophet. Isaiah reports: 

• Many Bible oorn rneHlnlo rs Ihlnk I h.1I Ihe I~ords -anol l1l the shield" 
refer to the ancient ml1ltary P"',ICli('(' or flillng !(':lther shields before 
b.'Jule so Illal "IOSI b!ow~ wllliliana! 0 11. \Vhile this Is p possible in­
lerpretatlon, II should ht:: l1c)tt'(lthnt on the night the dty fell. IIII.' 
IJabrlonians barely had time 10 ))UI up a flghl, letilio llc prepare for 
bailic by greaslng lhl'lr shIelds] 

10, Whal comfort C1I n wor~hlpcr~ of Jchuv:lh draw from Ihc fu lfill · 
mentof isaiah's propllCC)' fCllMdlUl:ll he IrC;lcJl1.'mUS dealer7 
II. (a) What Is t he rcsponslbilltyof II w/llchm:m, and who has been 
active as a W'.I tdUll:I11 tOOny? (h) What b represented hy Ihe war char­
Iot of asses and thaI of camels? 

The watchman "proceeded to call ot/t like a lion" 
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"This is what Jehovah has said to me: 'Co, post a lookout 
that lie may tell just what he sees.'" (Isaiah 21 :6) These 
words introduce another important theme of this ehal). 
ler- that of the lookout, o r watchma n. This Is o f interest 
to a ll true Christians today, for Jesus urged his (o llo \vers to 
HkL'Cp on the watch." "The faithful and discreet slave" has 
never stopped telling what it sees regarding the nearll~ 
of God's day of judgment and the dangers o f this corrupt 
world. (Matthew 24:42, 45-47) Wha t docs Isaiah's visio n­
ary watchman sC('? " He sow a wor dlOriol with a span of 
steeds, a war chariot of asses, a wor chariot of camels. And 
he paid strict attention, with much attentiveness." (Isaiah 
1J:7) These Single war chariots li kely represent columns of 

"10m standing constantly by day, and . . , all tile nighu* 
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c"Mioh :Idvand n/o: in hallie formation with tbe speed of 
trail ll'ti s teed ... '11le wa r dl<lriot of aSSl'S and thai of camels 
liltingly represenl the two IXlwcrs, \01'1.'(11:1 and 1'eJ'<jia, Ihal 
wil l U ll lt~ 10 laUIKh Ihb. atWd:. FurtJI('nnore, history COIl­
nnll" tha t the l'Cr!>ian a fm y uscd bolh <lSSC" ilnd ca mels In 
w,lrfare. . 

12 The walchman, then. is rompe lil'(l 10 1Il00 kc a report_ 
"He proceeded to call out like a lioll; 'Upon the watch­
tower, 0 Jehovah, I am standing cOlUtantiy by day. and 
at my guardpost I am stationed all tile nights. AJld here, 
now, there Is comill9 a war cllariot o( men, with a span o( 
steeds!'" (lsaial1 21:8, 90) The vhioll tl fy wah:h rll<1Il cails 
Oul courdgcously. "like :1 HOIl .N IIt ' lkc\ courage to C'"dll Qui 
a ludgmcilt n1l'.s!l .. ~e l1galnsl so fo rmlcl"hle a nation as Hab­
ylo n. Sornl'lhin~ cl\c 10; required as well-endurance. The 
wll lchm:1Il rcmaim.11 his post d:ly and nighl. never lelting 
hi~ vigilance nilg. !<. lmll:u ly, the w;l tdll'nan class in these 
ia~t days has IlcL'(.Ii:.'l1 couragc :IIHI cndurance. (Revela lion 
14: 12) "Hirtle ClJrht!nn~ need thl'~c qll:ltltlcs. 

II l\ai(lh ' ~ vi~lolw ry w,ltcillllan sees " w;rr cilario l advanc­
In,l;. What I ~ the Il(,ws? "He began to speak tip and say: 
'SIIe lias fa llelll Babylon /Jas falfen, and all the graven im­
ages of her gods lie /las broken to tile eortlJ!' '' ( Isaiah 21: 
9b) What a thril ling n.:po rl ! AI lasi. this treachero us dc­
~poill'r uf GIXI'S i)Copie has ( .. lien!· In whal sellse. tho ugh • 

• 1)" I,d.-, IIII'pl lt'C) rclt·u.11t11t n:IlJ~I')n's f"lll~ ~n 'K1.:lIr;,le Illal some 
mille (lllin 1M\'\! rlt l'<'l,l ll"tttllJllt IIIU\I haw b ...... n writ ten ant'f I he 
l'\,(,IlI. 1I1J111~ IIclll'\.,,", u.:lmlar I·. Dcllll..ch nOlr~. ~Udl 5pc. ... ·ulalion i~ 

1II1I1 ..... "t""'1) If \W allt·p' I h,ll ft pr""hel ml)\llI h.: ill~pifl-d to lorelell 
l'wnb hundr .. -d, of )\'.." In alh-dIK" . 

12 I 'i:lla h '~ ... 1~lllllar)' wJlchmllll lIhlltar~ "hal '11J .. lilie~. and who 
., ...... d tlll. ..... ' (Iua 'llk~ looay? 
11, 101. fill 1111\\ line) nnlielll R.1u,I"n fal'<' . and In wh~ 1 sen~e are 
Itef Idul\ hrukl'n' i\l) 1f~1\"'lIlH I whf'n dl\1 IIl.b)'loll tile Great ~ullcr u 
,lm UlI! fallf 
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are "abylon's graven images and ido ls broken? Will the 
Medo-Pe rsian invaders march into Babylon's temples and 
smash the innumer.lble idols? No, nothing of the SOrl is 
ne<.'ded. Babylon's idol gods will be broken In that they are 
exposed as powerless 10 protect the ci ty. And IlCibylon will 
experience a rail when she Ix'Comes unable to continue 
oppressing God's people. 

14 What of Babylon the Grea t? Hyenglneerlng the op­
pressio n of God's people during World War I, she effoc­
tivcly held them in exile fo r a lime. Their preaching wo rk 
was virtually brought 10 a halt. The president and ol her 
prominent officers of thc Watch Towe r SOCiety were Irn­
priso ned on false charges. Bul1919 saw an astounding re­
versa l. The officers wert' released from prison, the head­
quarters office was reopened, and the preaching work was 
recommenced. Thus, Babylon the Great fell In lhat her 
hold over God's people was broken." In Revelation, this 
fall is twice heralded by an an,o,<,j using the words of the 
announcement at Isaiah 21 :9.- Revelation 14:8; 18:2. 

15 Isaia h concludes this prophetic message on a nole 
of compassion toward his own people. He says: "0 my 
threshed ones and the son of my threshing floor, what I 
have heard from Jehovah of armies, the Cod of Israel, I 
have reported to you people." (Isaiah 21:10) In the Bible, 
threshing often symbolizes the disciplining and refi ning 
of God's people. God's covenant people wlU bccomc 'sons 
of the threshing noor,' where wheat is forci bly scpmated 
from thc chaff, leaving only thc n;-fmed, desirable grains. 
Is ... t1ah is not gloating over th is diSCipline. Rather, he has 
compassion for these futu re 'sons of the th reshing floor,' 

• s~ Rr lTlm iim-lt5 Gmlllf Climllx AT HUfllI!, p,ages 16"·9. 

15, 16. In what sense are Lsalah's (X'Ople ~th resht.'( 1 oncs/ and whllt 
ClUl W~ learn flo m Isaiah 's attitude toward them? 
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som e o f whom wi ll spe nd their enti re lives as captives in a 
fo reign land. 

16 This may serve as a useful remlnder to all of us. In the 
Christian congregation today, 'some may be Ind lned to 
lose their compassion for wrongdoers. And those who re­
ceive diScipline may often be prone to resent it. However, 
if we keep In mind that Jehovah d iSCiplines his people in 
o rder to reline them, we will neither belittle the disdpline 
and those who humbly undergo II nor resist it when it 
comes our way. Let us accept godly discipline as an expres­
sion of God's lovc.- Hebrews 12:6. 

inquirIng of the Watchman 

17 TIle second prophetic message of Isaiah chapter 21 
brings the figure of the watchman to the fore. It be­
gins: '7he pronouncement against Dumah: To me there 
Is one calling out from Scir: 'Watchman, what about the 
night? Watchman, what about the nighrr H (Isaiah 2 7 :77) 
Where Is th is Dumah? There werc evidently several towns 
with that name In Bible times, but none of them are In­
tended hcre. Dumah Is not found in Seir, which is another 
name for Eda m. However, "Dumah" means "Silence." So 
It seems that, as was the case In the previous pronounce­
ment, the region Is given a name suggestive of its future. 
Eda m, long a vindictive enemy of God's people, will end 
up In silence-the silence of death. Before that happens, 
though, some will anx ious ly inquire about the futu re. 

18 At U1C time of the writing of Isaiah, Edom lies in 
the p,1th of the powerful Assyria n army. Some in Edam 
yearn to know when the night of oppression will end for 
them. The answer? " The watchman said: 'The morning has 

17. Why b 1((lom IIpploJlr l"wly lermed ~OumahM? 
18. Ilow Is Ihl.' pronounctment, ~The morning has 10 come, and aJ50 
the nIght, · fu lfil1 ('(! upon ancient Edom? 



to come, and also the 
night.'" (Isaiah 21:12a) 
Th ings do not bode well 
fo r Ed am. A glimmer o f morning will show on the hari­
ron, but il will he brief, ill usory. Nigh t- <l nothel dark tim e 
of oppressio n- will follow qu ickly on the heels of mo rn· 
ing. What an apt picture of Edom's fu tu re! The Assyria n 
oppression w ill end, but B<lbylon will succeed A'iSyria as <l 

world power and will decimate Edom . (jeremiah 25:17, 21; 
27:2-8) 111is cycle will be repea led. Babylonian oppression 
will be followed by Persian and then Greek oppression. 
Therewil l then be a brief "morn ing" during Ro man tim es, 
when the Herods-Ed omite in origin-gain power in Jeru­
~ Iem . But t hat "morning" will not last. ri nally, Edom w j]] 

descend permanently into silence, vanishing from history. 
The name Dumah wi ll fittingly describe her at last. 

19 The watchma n concludes h.is brief m essage w ith the 

19. When Ihewalchman sa)'~, ~ lf you people\\'ould Inquire, inquin>. 
Come again!· what may he mean? 
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words: " /fyou people would inquire, inquire. Come again!" 
(Isaiah 21:12b) The expression "Come agai n!" may refer 
to the end less succession of 'night'>' ahead of Edom. Or be­
cause the expression m ay also be translated "return," the 
prop het Tllay be suggestIng that any Edom ites who want to 
escape the nation 's doom should repent and "whlrn" to 
Jehovah. In either case, the w,ltchman invites further in­
qu iries. 

20 This short pronouncement has meant a great deal to 
Jehovah's people in modern times. '" We understand that 
mankind is deep into the dark night of spirihlaJ blindness 
and alienation from God that will lead to the destruction 
of this system of things. (Romans 13:12; 2 Cor inthians 
4:4) During this nighttime, any gli mmerings of hope that 
ma nki nd can so mehow bring about peace and security are 
like those illusOlY gleam ings of dawn that are fo llowed 
only by still darker times. A genuine dawn is approaching 
- the dawn of Christ 's Millennial Reign over t his earth . 
But as long as the night lasts, we must follow the lead of 
the watchman class by staying spirihlal1y alert and coura­
geously annound ng the nearness of the end of this cor­
rupt system of thi n&'S.- l Thessa lonians 5:6. 

Night Fa ll s on the Desert l'lain 

21 The final pronouncement of Isaiah chapter 21 is di­
rected against "the desert plain." It begins: "The pro­
nouncement against the desert plain: In the forest in the 

• During the first S9 years of lt~ publication, the WatciltOll'llr maga­
~ine fcatUrl'd [sainh 21: 11 on lt~ cover. The S<lIllC scripture provided 
the theme of the Ja~t written sermon orChartes T. Russell, the Watch 
Tower Soclety's ftrst pr~ldent. (See illuwallon un preceding pagc.) 

20. Why Is the pronOUl1cell1('nt recorded at Isaiah 21: 11 , 12 signif­
icant to jehovah's people Imlay? 
21. (a) What play on words may he intended in the phrase "Ihe pro­
nouncement against the deserl plaln~? (b) What an.' the (ilmv~n s of 
men of Dedan? 
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desert plain you will spend the night. 0 caravans of men 
of Dedan.'" (Isaiah 21 :13) The desert plain referred to is 
evidently Arabia, for the prono uncement is directed at a 
nwnber of Arab tribes. The word for "desert plain" is 
sometimes rendered "evening," a very similar word in He­
brew. Some suggest that th is Is a play on words, as if a dark 
evening-a time o f trouble-is about to fall upon th is re­
gion. The pronouncement ope ns with a nocturnal scen e 
featuring caravans of men of Dcdan, a pro min ent Arab 
tribe. Such caravans follow trade routes from one desert 
oasis to the next, bearing spices, pearls, and other trea­
sures. But here we see them forced to leave thei r weU­
traveled tracks to spend the nigh ts in hiding. Why? 

22 Isaiah explains: '70 meet the thirsty one bring wa­
ter. 0 you inhabitants of the land of Tema, confront the 
one fleeing away with bread for him. For because of the 
swords they have fled away, because of the drown sword, 
and because of the bent bow and because of the heavi­
ness of the war.H (Isaiah 21:14, 15) Yes, the crushing bur­
den of war will fall upon these Arab tribes. Tema, locat­
ed all one of the most well-watered oases in the region, is 
fo rced to bring water and bread to the hapless refugees o f 
war. When will this trouble com e? 

Z3 Isaiah continues: 'This js what Jehovah has said to me: 
'Within yet a yeat; according to the years of a hired labor­
et; all the glory of Kedar must even come to its end. And 
the ones remaining over of the number of bowmen, the 
mighty men of the sons of Kedar, will become few. for Jeho­
vah himself, the God of Israel, hos spoken it. 'H (Isaiah 21: 
16, 17) Kedar Is so prominent a tribe that It is sometimes 
used to represent aU of Arabla_ Jehovah has determin ed 
that the bowmen and mighty m en of this tribe w ill dwin-

22, 23. (a) What crushing burden 15 aboul 10 befall the Arab tribes, 
and with what effect upon them? (b) How soon will t his d isas ter 
come, and OI l whose hands? 
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die in number to a mere rem nant. When? "Within yet a 
year," no more, just as a h ired laborer works no more than 
the amount of time for which he is paid. Precisely how 
,Ill of this was fulfilled is uncertain. Two Assyrian rulers 
-Sargon II and Sennacherib-clairned credit for subjugat­
ing Arabia. Either may well have decimated these proud 
Arab tribes, as fo retold. 

24 We can be surc, however, that this prophecy was ful­
filled to the letter. Nothing can make that point more 
forcefully than the dosing words of the pronouncement: 
"Jehovah h imself, the God of Israel, has spoken it." To 
people in Isaiah's day, it may seem unlikely that Babylon 
will ascend above Assyria and then be toppled from power 
during the debauched merrymaking ofa single evening. It 
may seem equally unlikely that powerful Edom will end 
up in deathly silence or that a night of hardship and priva­
tion will fal l on the wealthy Arab tribes. But Jehovah says 
it will, and so it happens. Today, Jehovah tells us that the 
world empire of fa lse religion will comc to nothing. This is 
not just a possibility; it is a certainty. Jehovah himself has 
spoken it! 

ZS Let us, then, be like the watchman. Let us remain vig­
ilant, as if posted on a lofty watchtower, scanning the hori­
zon for any sign of impending dangcr. Let us ally ourselves 
closely with the fa ithful watchman class, the remaining 
anointed Christians on earth today. Let us join them in 
courageously calling out just what we see-the over­
whelming evidence Ulat Christ is ruling in heaven; that he 
will soon bring an end to mankind's long, dark night of 
alienation from God; and that thereafter he will usher in 
the true dawn, the Millennial Reign over a paradise earth! 

24. How can we be sure that [saiah'~ prophecy against Arabia was ful­
filled? 
25. How may we Imitate the example of the watchman? 
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Lessons About Unfaithfulness 

Isa iah 22;1 -25 

lMAGfNE what it was like to be in an ancicnt city under 
siege. Outside the walls i.~ the enemy- strong ,!nd ruth­
less. You know that other otic:; h,wc already fallen La him. 
Now he is dete.rmined to conquer and plunder your city 
and rape ilnd kill its inhabitants. Tile enemy armies are far 
too powerful to confront directly in co mbati you Cilll only 
hope that the walls of t.he city will keep them ouL. i\s yOll 
look out over the walis, you can sce siege to\-ver.~ brought 
by the enemy. They also have siege engines capable of 
hurling boulders to smash your defenses. You secthcir bat· 
tering rams and scaling ladders, their archer:; il nd chariots, 
their hordes of soldiers. What a terrifying s igh t! 

2 In Isaiah chapter 22, we rcad aooul" such a siege-a Siege 
against Jcrusalcm. When does it happe n? It is difficu lt to 
pinpoin t anyone siege in which all the features described 
are fulfilled. Evidently, the prophe<.y is best understood as 
a generic description of the various sieges that will be fall 
Jerusalem, a genera l warning of what lies ahead. 

] [n the face of the siege that Isaiah describes, what are 
Ihe inhabitants o f Jerusalem doing? As Gocl's covenant 
people, are they crying out to Jehovah to save them? No, 
they are showing a very unwise altitude, one like t.hat 

1. What might it have been like to he Inside an ancient City under 
siege? 
2. When docs the siege dl'Scriix'd in isaiah chapter 22 hnppen? 
3. How are jerusalem's inhabitants reacting to the siege that 1$31ah 
descrihes? 



When Zedekiah flees, 
he Is captured and 
blinded 

found today among 
many who claim to 
worship God. 

A City 
Under Siege 

4 I n chapter 21 of Isa­
iah, cilch of the three 
judgment messages was 
int roduced with the 
expression "The pro­
nou ncement." (Isa iah 
21:1, Il, J3)Chaptcr 22 
opens the same way: 
'7he pronouncement of 
the valley of the vision: 
What is the matter with you, then, that you have gone up 
in your entirety to the roofs?" (Isaiah 22:1) "The valley of 
the vision" refers to Jerusalem. TIle cUy is called the valley 
because even though elevated, it is surrounded by higher 
mountains. [ t is associated with "the vision" because many 
divine visions and revelations are given there. For this rea­
son, the city's inhabitants should pay heed to Jehovah's 
words. J Il.'itead, t hey have ignored him and have strayed into 
fa lse worship. The enemy besieging the city is an instru­
mentor God's judgment against his wayward people.-Deu­
teronomy 28:45, 49, SO, 52. 

4. (al What is ~the valley of the vbion, ~ and why does It have this 
name? (h) What Is the spiritual Lvnditlon of tile Inhabltanh of Je­
rusalem? 
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5 Notice that the inhabitants of jerus<tlcm h.tve 'gone up 
in their entirety to the roofs' of t heir houses. in ancient 
limes, the roofs of Israelite homes were flat and families 
often congregated there. Isaiah docs not te ll why tht.1' do 
so on this occasio n, but h is \\"01"(1$ im.lic.lte disapproval. 
Ukely, then, they haw gone to the roofs to appeal 10 the ir 
false gods. This is their custom in the )'Cars leading up to 
the destruction of jerusalem in 607 Il.C.E.-jeremiah 19: 
13; Zephaniah 1:5. 

6 Isaiah continues: NW/th turmoil you were full, 0 boister­
ous dty, an exultant town. Your slain ones are not 'hose 
slain with the sword, nor those dead in batt/e." ( /soioh 22:2) 

5. Ukely, why do the people go up to their roofs? 
6. (II ) What conditions prevail Inside Jtru$alern? (b) Why do some 
exult, but what lies ahead? 

Prospeca are grim (or Jews trapped in Jeruso/em 
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Multitudes have (locked lathe city. and It Is In turmoi l. Pe0-
ple In the st reets arc no!!.y illld fearful. Some, though. are 
exulting, ~rh;l ps bl"'Causc Ihey feel secure or they bclic\'e 
lhal the danger Is passing. "lbcxull at tl tls time, however, Is 
foolish. Mmly in the city are going 10 d ie a death far more 
crllcillml'l by 111Cl'(lgc of thcswo rd.Aclty umlcr slegc Iseul 
off (rom outside "OUI'CCS of food. Stockpiles wlLhin the dty 
dwindle. Starving pcople and crowded conditions lead to 
epidemics. Many In Jcrus.llcm willihus die by famine and 
I>cslilcnce. 11tls hapl>C1lS both in 607 B.C.£. and in 70 c.£.. 
- 2 Kings 25:3; L.mnentatlons 4:9, 10,-

• In 6ti Col!.., Ill;",), Jl'WS clIulted when the 1I01ll1nl IIrmles besieging 
jenl}lll" m IYlth dA.''W • 
• According to finoHx'ntur)' hlSlor llln JOkphus. In 70 C.E., famine In 
Jerus,llc lll W.'I$ SO)t'\'l're thllt 11«II11f: all' If:alhc-r, grass. and hay. In o ne 
reporled lnslallee. a n)OIhcr ro:med and ale her oll'n son. 
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7 In this crisis, what lead do Jerusalem 's rulers give? Isa­
iah answers: NAIl your dictators themselves have fled at one 
time. Without need of a bow they have been token prison­
er. All Cflose of you who have been found have been tak­
en prisoner together. For off they had run away." (/solah 
22:3) The rulers and the mighty men rWl away and are 
then caught! Without even a bow bend ing against them, 
they are captured and led o ff as prison ers. Th is happens in 
607 B.C.!!... After Jerusalem's wallis breached, King Zedeki­
ah flees by night with his mighty men. The enem y learns 
o f th is, pursues tbem, and catches up with them on the 
plains of Jericho. The mIgh ty men scatter. Zedekiah is 
seized, blinded, bound In copper fetters, and dragged off 
to Babylon. (2 Kings 25:2-7) What a tragic consequence of 
h is unfaithfu lness! 

Dismay at the Calamjty 

8 This praphe<;' moves Isaiah dC€ply. He says: "Turn your 
gaze away from me. I will show bitterness In weeping. Do 
not you people insist on comforting me over the despoil­
ing of the daughter of my people." (Isaiah 22:4) Isaiah 
grieved over the pro phesied fa te of Moab and Babylon. 
(Isaiah 16: 11 ; 21:3) Now his dismay and lamentation are 
even m ore intense as he co ntemplates the dIsaster com­
ing upon his own people. He Is inconsolable. Why? "'For it 
is the day of confusion and of down treading and of con­
founding that the Sovereign Lord- I ehovah of armies, has in 
the valley of the vision. There is the demolisher of the wall, 
and the cry to ti le mountain." (Isaiah 21:5) Jerusalem ~'ill 
be filled wit h wild confusion . People will wander about 
panic-stricken, withollt pu rpose. As the enemy begins to 

7. Whal doJerusalem's rulers do during the siege, and what happens 
to them7 
8. (a) How dOC'S Isaiah react to the prophecy foretelling calamity 
upon Jerusalem? (b) What will be the scene In Jerusalem? 
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break through the city walls, there will he a "cry to the 
mountain ," l)oes this mean that the city's inhabitan ts will 
cry out to God in his holy temple o n Mount Moriah'! Per­
haps. In view of their unfaithfulness, however, it probably 
means no more than t hat their cries o f le rro r will echo in 
the surroullcling mountains, 

9 What 50rt of enemy is threatening Jerusalem? Isaiah 
tells us: HElam ifJelfhas token up the quiver, in the worchari­
at of eart/lling mati, with steeds; atld Kir IfJelf has tmcavered 
tile shield, '" (Isaloh 2Z:6) The foes are fu lly armed. 'n ley 
have archers whose quivers lire fill ed with arrows. War­
riors a re readying tl leJrshlcJds fa r bailie. There arecharla ts 
and battle-trained horses. The army includes soldiers fro m 
Bam, localed north of what is now the Persian Gulf, and 
from Ki r, probably located close 10 £lam. Mention of those 
lands indicatl'S the great dlslance from wh ich the Invaders 
come, It a lso indicates that Elamltc archers may have bl'Cn 
In the army threatcningJerusalcm In Hezeklah's day. 

Altempts at Defe nse 

10 Isaiah describes the developing situation: Hit will oc­
cur thor the choicest of your low plaitU must become full 
of wor choriotJ, and the very steeds mUlt without fail let 
themselves in posWon at the gate, and one will remove 
the scree" of Judah. '" ( Isaiah 22:7. 80) Chariots and hors­
es c rowd the plains ou tside the city o f Jerusalem and]>O­
sition themselves to attack the gates of the d ty, What Is 
"the screen of Judah" that Is removed? Ukely, it is a gate of 
the city, the capture of which bodes ill fo r the dcfcndc~.· 

• Alternallvely. "t h~ screen o( Judah~ mIght refer 10 something ebe 
that protects the dIy, ~uch as fortresses wh"T'I! arms ares tolcd and SOl­
diers quattel\.>d 

9, Describe the ",my threatening Jeru~alcm, 

10. What develupment bodes III for the dty? 
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When this defensive screen is removed, the city is open to 
its attackers. 

II isaiah now focuses on the attempts by the people 
to defend themselves. TIleir firs t thought- weapons! "You 
will/oak In that day toward the armory of tile /Jouse of tile 
forest, and you people will certainly see the very breaches 
of the City of David, for they will actually be many. And you 
will collect the waters of the lower pool." (Isaiah 22:8b, 9) 
Weapons are stored in the armory of the house of the for­
est. This armory was built by Solomon. Since It was con­
structed of cedars from Lebanon, it became known as "the 
House of the Forest of Lebanon." (1 Kings 7:2-5) Breaches 
in the wall are examined. Water Is collected-an Important 
measure of defense. The people need waler to live. With­
o ut It, a dty cannot stand. Notice, though, that nothing 
Is said of their looking to Jehovah for deliverance. Rather, 
they rely on their own resources. May we never make that 
m istake!-Psalm 127:1. 

12 What can be done about those breaches In the city 
wall? "The houses of Jerusalem you will actually count. You 
will also pull down the houses to make the wall unattain­
able." (lsoioh 22:10) Houses are evaluated to sec which 
ones might be demolished to provide materials for repair­
ing the breaches. TItis is an effort to prevent the enemy 
from gaining complete control of the wall . 

A Faithless People 

13 "There will be a collecting bosin that you must make 
between the two wolfs for the walen of the old pool. 
And you will certainly not look at the grand maker of it, 

II, 12. Wh:1I defen~l~ measures do the Inhabltanls o f Je ru.s.alem 
tllke? 
13. 1"101'1 do the people try to ensure a supply of Wll!er, but whom do 
they forget? 
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and the one forming It long ago you will certainly not see." 
(/saiah 22: " > The effo rt .. to collect water, described both 
here and in verse 9, remind us of the action King Heze­
kla h took to protect the city· against the invading Assyri­
ans. (2 Chronicles 32:2--5) l'IO","'ever, the people of the dty 
In this prophecy of Isaiah are absolutely faithless. As they 
work on the defense o f the City, they give no thought to 
the Creator, unlike Hezeklah. 

14 Isaiah continues: "The Sovereign l ord, Jehovah of ar­
mies, will call In chot day for weeping and for mourn­
Ing and for baldness and for girding on sackcloch. But. 
lookl exultation and rejoicing, the killing of cottle and the 
slaughtering of sheep, the eating of flesh and the drinking 
of wine, 'Let there be eating and drinking, for tomotrOw 
we sholl die.'" (Isaloh 22: 12, 13) The Inhabitants of j erusa­
lem show no remorse for their rebellion against j ehovah. 
They do not weep, Cllt their hair, or wear sackcloth as a 
sig n of repentance. If they were do ing so, li kely jehovah 
would spare them the co rning horrors. instead, they aban­
don themselves to sensual enjoyment. The same atti tude 
exists today among many who do not put faith in God. 
BoolUsc they have no hope-either of a resurrection from 
the dead or of life in the fu ture Parad ise earth- they pur· 
sue lives of self. lndulgence, saytng: "Let us eat and drink, 
fo r tomorrow we are to d ie." (I Corinthians 15:32) How 
Shortsighted! If only they would put their trust in jeho­
va h, they would have a lasling hope r- psalm 4:6-8; Prov­
erbs 1:33. 

IS 'n ,e besieged Inhabitants of jerusalem will not know 

101. ~)plte JdlO\'llh') W"~ming menage, what unwlM' atliludt! do the 
l)tOrle have1 
I S. (a) What Is Jdl(Wllh's ludgm~nI message against Jeru!Hllem, and 
who ("~rrlt!s out his judgment? (b) Why will Chrl.~lendom suffer a 
fate shnllpr 10 Ihal of JCrlualem? 



2" 
security. Isaiah S<IYS: " In my eors j ellovall of armies lias re~ 
vealed IIlmself: ' '7his error will no! be atoned (or in your 
I)ehalf until you people die, " the Sovereign Lord, Je/lOvall 
of armies, Iws said, '" (Isaiah 22: 14) l3ecause of the hard­
heartedness of the people, there wil l be no pilrc!on. With­
out fa ll, death will come. ThJs Is II ccrt;tln ty. The Sover­
eign Lord, Jehovah of armies, has said it In fulFillment of 
lSalil h 's pmphcllc words, calamity comes twice u pon un­
fa itbful Jerusalem. It is dcstroyed by the arnli t'S of llabylon 
and later by those of Rome. So, 100, calam ity wil l comc 
upon unfaithI'll! Christendom, whose ml'mbcrs claim to 
worshi p God but actually disown him by their works. (Ti­
IuS I : \6) The sins of Christendom, along w ith thoscof the 
world's other religions that flout God's righteous ways, 
have "massed together clear up to heavell ," Ukc the error 
of aposmtc Jerusalem, their error is too great to be atoned 
for.- I~evelation 18:5, 8, 21. 

A Selfish StCWl.1 rd 

lfi Tile prophct now turns his attcntion from an unfaith­
ful people to an unfilithful individlml. ISilia h writes: '7his is 
what the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of armies, lias said: 'Co, 
enler /n to tllis steward, to 5heb/la, who is over the house, 
"Whot is there of interest to you here, onel who is there of 
/IItereJl to you here, that you have Ilewed 0111 for yourself 
lIere a burial place?" at' a heigllt lie is /Jewifl9 out llis burial 
place; III a crag lIe is cutting out a residence (or himself. '" 
- lsaloI1 22: 15, 16. 

17 Shcbn:1 is 'steward over thc house,' prob.,bly the house 
of King Hezekiah. As such, he has an Infl ucntial posit ion. 
)cl'()nd only to the king. Much is expected of h im . (1 C.o-

)(1. 17. (n) Who now r('cl'lve~ a wamlT\)i r!1~)):I Io:~ fmm Jeh()\'lth. 
lll1(1 wIJ)'7 Ill) Ih!,au~e of hi ~ lofty ;Isplnltlon$, whirl will Iwppen to 
!llu;olma', 



rinthl;lIlS 4:2) Yel, whcn 
he should be giving "rst 
attention to the affairs 
of I hc nation, Shebna is 
purllulng glory for him­
self. Ilc Is Ilavlng II luxu­
rious tornb-comparable 
to that of a klng--<arvcd 
for himself high on a 
l-rilg . Jehovah, observ­
Ing th is, III!>plres Isaiah 
to \\,<Irn 1 he unfai thful 
"1C\\';u"d; " Lookl Jehovah 
is lIurlin9 you down with 
vlolellt IlUrl;ng, 0 able­
bodied man, olld grasp­
Ing you forcibly. Without 
fol/ lie will wrap you tip 
tightly, /Ike a ball (or (t 

wide land. There you will 

Eliaklm Is made "0 peg In a 
lasting place" by Hezekloll 

die, and there the dlOrioa of your glory will be tile dishon­
or of the house of your master. And I will pusl! you away 
from your position; and (rom your official standing one 
will tear you down." (Isoiah 22:17-19) Ik C:lusc of his self· 
ccnlerednes~, Shehna will not have even an ordinary tomb 
Injerus."licill. Instcad, he will be hurled like a ball, 10 dic in 
a distal I! land. In Illls there is a warning 10 all o f Illose en· 
lrustf.'(1 with authority among God's people. Abuse of 
l)Owcr will lead to the loss of that aUlhorlly imd possibly 
to b.1nJshmcnl . 

18 H OW, though, will Shebna ~ removed from his 

18. Who will rep lace Shctmll , lind what dnc.\ It me.1I1 t h ~ 1 thl~ one 
will r<'CC1\11! Shebna's Clmdal garmen t:s Hl1d the key or t he hou~e of 
Ouvld? 
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position? Through Isaiah , Jehovah explains: Nltmust occur 
in that day that I will calf my servant. namely. Efioklm tile 
son of Hi/leiah. And I wifl clothe him with YOllr robe, and 
your sash I shall firmly bind about him, and your dominion 
I shall give into his hand; and he must become a fother to 
the inhabitant of Jerusalem and to the house of Judoh. And 
I will put the Ieey of the house of David upon his shoulder, 
and he must open without anyone's shutting, and he must 
shut without anyone's opening_ h (Isaiah 22:20-22) Iteplac­
ing Shebna, Eliakim will be given the steward's o fficial gar­
ments along with the key of the house of David. The Bible 
uses the term "key" to symbolize authority, government, 
or pO\ver. (Compare Matthew 16:19.) In ancient times, a 
king's adviser, entrusted .... 'ith Ule keys, might have general 
supervision of the royal chambers, evcn deciding o n can­
didates for the Icing's service. (Compare Revelation 3:7, 8.) 
Thus, the office of steward is important, and much Is ex­
pected of whoever serves in it. (Luke 12:48) Shebna may 
be capable, but because he is unfaithful, Jehovah will re­
place him. 

Two Symbolic Pegs 

19 Finally, Jehovah uses symbolic language to describe 
the transfer of power from Shebna to Ellakim. He states: 
'''1 will drive him [Eliokim} in as a peg in a lasting place, 
and he must become as a throne of glory to the lIouse 
of his father. And they must hong upon him alf the glo­
ry of the house of his father; tile descendants and the off­
SlIOOIS, off the vessels of the small sort. the vessels of the 
bowl sort as wefl as all tI,e vessels of the large jors. In that 
day, ' is tile utterance of Jehovah of armies, ' the peg [Sheb-

19, 20. (a) How ",ill ElIaklm prove to he i1 blessing to his people'! 
(b) What will happen to those who continue to look to Shel,ma7 
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ria] tllot Is driven in a lasting place will be removed, and it 
must be hewn down and fall, ond the load thot is upon it 
must be cut off, for Jehoval, himself has spoken it. '" - Iso· 
10/1 11:13·15. 

20 In thl'Se verses the Ca rs t peg is Eliakhn . He will become 
"a thro ne o f glory" 10 the house o f his father, Hilkiah. 
Unlike Shebna, he will not disgrace llis father's house or 
repulilt!on. EHakim will be a lasting support to household 
vessels, that is, to others in the klng's service. (2 limo. 
thy 2:20, 21) In COntrast, the second peg refers to Sheb­
na. '1110Ugh he may seem secu re, he will be removed. Any 
who continue to look to him will fa ll 

21 Shelma's experience rem inds us that 
among those who claim to wo rship 

God, those who aa.'epl privileges 
of service should use them 

to serve others and to 

21. III modern times, 
who, like Shcbna, was 
replaced, why, and by 
whom? 

Wce Shebno, many 
of ChrIstendom's 
leaders have 
brougllf dIshonor 
on Ihe CreOlor by 
amaSSing riches 



In modern times a 
failhful steward closs 
hos been appointed 
over Jesus' household 

bring praise to Jehovah. 
They should not abuse 
their position in order 
to enrich th emselves or 
gain personal prominence. For exmnple, 
Christendom has long promoted herself 
as an appointed steward, the ea rthly rep­
resentative of Jesus Christ. However, just 
as Shebna brought dishonor on his fa­
ther by seeking his own glory, Christen­
dom's leaders have brought dishonor on 
the Creator by ama~sing riches and pow­
et fot themselves. Hence, when the t.I me of judgment "to 
start with the house of God" came in 1918, Jehovah re­
moved Christendom. Another steward was IdentifIed 
- "the fai thfu l steward, the discreet oneil- and nppoinlcd 
O\l('t Jesus' earthly household. ( I Peler 4: 17; Luke 12:42-
44) This composite class has shown itself worthy of shoul­
dering the royal "key" of the house of David. Uke a trust­
worthy "peg," it has proved 10 be a reliable support for all 
the different "vessels," anointed Christians with different 
responslbi ll ties who look to it fo r spiritual sustenance. The 
"other sheep" too, like 'the allen resident within the gates' 
of ancient Jerusalem, depend on this "peg, It the modern­
day Eliakim.-John 10:16; Deuteronomy 5: 14. 



22 Eliakim replaced Shelma when Sennacherlb and his 
hordes were threateni ng Jerusalem. Similarly, "t he fait h­
ful steward, the discreet one," has been appointed to serve 
during the time of the end, which will come to a con­
clusion when Satan an d his forces move for a fmal attack 
on "the Israel o f God" and Ihcir other sheep companions. 
(Galatians 6:16) As in Hezcklah's day, Ihal attack will end 
in destruction for Ihe enemies of righteousness. Those 
who support themselves on the "peg in a lasling place," 
the faithfu l steward, w ill survive, lust as fa ithful in habit­
ants of Jerusalem survived the Assyrian Invasio n o f Judah. 
How wise, then, not to cli ng to the discred ited "peg" of 
Christendo m! 

23 \¥hat happens to Shcbna1 We have no record of how 
the prophecy about him, recorded al lsilJah 22: 18, was ful­
filled . When he exalts himself and is then disgraced, he re­
sembles Ch ristendom, but he may have learned from the 
discipline. In thiS, he Is very different from O uistendom. 
When the Assyrian Rabshnkeh dcmand!i Jcru~il lcm's sur­
render, Hezeklah 's new !it'ew3rd, Ellnkim, leads the delega­
tion that goes ou t to m eet him. However, Shebna Is at his 
side as secretary to the king. Evidently. Shebna Is sUIl in 
the klllg's service. (Isaiah 36:2, 22) What a fine lesson for 
those who lose posl Uo ns of service In God 's organization! 
Rather than being bi tter and resentful. they are wise to 
conti nue serving Jehovah in whatever capacity he allows. 
(Hebrews 12:6) By so dOi ng. they will avoid the disaster 
that will befal] Christendo m. They will cnjoy God's favor 
and blessing lhrougho ut etern ity. 

22. (a) Wh)' W/l~ the replacl llg of Shebnit U Sh.'Wllrd tlmety? (b) In 
modern times, why W;I~ t he appointing of "the faith lul stcward, the 
discn·\.·t aile, ~ timely? 
2.:t. What eVt!ntually happ ens to Shebno, ilnd what can we learn from 
thiS? 



CHAPTER NINETEEN 

Jehovah Profanes 
the Pride ofTyre 

IsaIah 23 :1-1 8 

SHE was "perfect in beauty" and abund;lIl t In ·wealth of 
every kind." (Ezeklel 27:4, 12, An America" 1«lIls1atioll) 
Her large fleet of sh ips sailed across tile sea to faraway 
places. She became "very glorious In the hemt of the open 
sea," and with her "valuable things," she "made earth's 
kings rich." (Ezekiel 27:25, 33) In the seventh centu­
ry IJ.C.E., such was the stature of Tyrc- a Phoen ldan dty 
o n the eastern end of the Mediterra nean. 

Z Yet, destruction was In the offi ng for Tyrc. Some 100 
yea rs before Ezekiel descrIbed her, the prophet Isaiah fore­
told the downfall of this PllOcnlcian stronghold <mel the 
grief of those depending upon her. 1s.'1lah also prophe­
sied that after some time God would turn his attention to 
the city, granting her renewed prosperity. How were the 
prophet 's words fulftlled? And what can we learn from 
all that happened to Tyre? !-Iaving a clear understand­
Ing of what befell her and why slich things happe ned will 
strengt hen ollr fai th InJehovllh and hIs pro mises. 

"Howl, You Ships o f Ta rshish !" 
3 Under the ti tle, " The pronouncement of Tyre,'" Isaiah 

I, Z. la) What kind of d ty WillS andent 1)'re1 ~b) Whitt did Isaiah 
I>roph~y fOE Trre? 
J, ~ . (a) Where was Ta r ~h!ih, "nd whal wa) Ihle ~\:1tlollSh lp be­
twecll 'l)!re lilld 'lilrshlsh? (b) Why will thll ~!llIor.l trading wi th Tar_ 
sh ish ha\'f! reasoll to NhowlH ? 



declares: HHowl, you ships of Torshlshl for it has been de­
spoiled from being a POrt from being a place to en­
rerln." (Isaiah 23:10) Thrshish is believed to have been a 
part o f Spain, far from 1'yre in the eastern Medite rranean.· 
Still, the Phoenicians were expert seilll1cn, and their shi ps 
werc la rge and seawort hy. Saine historians believe that the 
Phocnlda ns were the first to notice the lin k between Ule 
moon and the tides an d to use astronom y iU a navigation­
al a id. So the long distance from Tyre to TarSltish was no 
obstaclc for them . 

.. In Isaiah's day, distant l~1rshls h Is II market forl)rre, per­
haps the main source of her wealth duri ng pMI of her his­
tory. Spain has mines rich with deposits of sliver, Iron, tin, 
and o ther metals. (Compare Jeremiah 10:9; Ezekiel 27:12.) 
"Ships of Tarsh lsh," likely ships from Tyre trading with 
Thrshlsh, will have good reason to "howl," lamenting the 
destructio n of t heir home port. 

S How will mariners at sea team o f the downfatt ofTyre? 
Isaiah answers: " From tile land of KiWm It lIas been re­
vealed to them." (Isaiah 23:1b) "The land of Klttlm" like­
ly refers 10 Ihe Island o f Cyprus, about 60 miles west of the 
Phoenician coast l l1is is the last stop ror the eastbound 
ships from Thrshlsh before they arrive at lyre, Hence, the 
sailors will receive news of the overthrow o f their be­
loved ho me port when they make a sto pover In Cyprus. 
Wha t a shock for them! Grief-str icken, they wil l "howl" In 
dismay. 

(j Dismaywill also be fell by the people of the Phoenidan 

• Some Kholars ha\'\' kknllfi~ Tanhlsh wi t h Sardinia. an hland In 
t he western Mediterranean S;udll1 l.1 100 , ... n far from Tyre. 

S. Where will mariners (lmlng flom Tarsh lsh Itarn of the fa ll of 
'ly re', 
6 . l>e.w:rlbe the rclatlonsh lp bctlYcl'n ' I~' re and Sidon, 



24. 
seaco..1St. The prophet says: "Be sifent., you inllobitonts of 
the coasUond. The merchants from Sidon, the ones cron· 
ing over the sea-they hove filled you. And on many walen 
has been tlle seed of Shlhor, the harvest of Ille Nile, her rev­
enue,' and it came to be the profit of rile nations. II (Isa/ah 
23:2, J) The "inhabitants o f the coastland" - Tyrc's neigh­
bors-will be silent in uttcr amazement at the ca lumltous 
fa ll of Tyre. \'Vho are "' the merch ,m ts from Sidon" who 
"have filled " these inhabitants, making them rich? Tyre 
was originally a colony o f the seaport dty of Sidon, just 
22 miles to the north. On her coins, Sidon describes her­
self as the mother o f Tyre. Although l yre has ecli psed SI· 
don In wealth, she is still a "daughter o f Sidon,'" and her 
Inhabitants still call themselves Sidonlans. (Isaiah 23: 12) 
Hence, the expression Hthe merchants from Sidon" prob­
ably refers to the commcrdallnhabi t-ants of l yre. 

7 Eng.1ging i.11 com mercial enterprise, the wealthy Sido­
nl<ll1 merchants traverse the Mediterrar,clln Sea. They c'lr· 
ry 10 Illany places the seed, or gmtn, o fSlli ho r, Ihe eastern· 
most branch of the Nile River In the delta region o f Egypt. 
(Compare Jeremiah 2:18.) "T he harvest of the NUe" also 
includes other produce from Fi.rypl. Trading and b.lrtering 
In such goods is highly profi table fo r these seafaring mer­
chan ts as well as for the naUons with which they do busi­
ness. The Sidonian traders fill Tyre with revenue. Indeed, 
they will grieve at her desolatio n ! 

H Isaiah next addresses Sido n with the wo rds: "Be 
ashamed, 0 Sidon; because the sea, 0 you stronghold of 
the sea, has said: ' f have not had birth pains, and f Ilave 
not given birth, nor have I brought up young men, raised 
up virgins:'" (Isaiah 23:4) After the destruction o f Tyre, 

7. How have Sidonian merchanl.1 li pread wcalt h? 
8. Whitt effect wllllYrc's destruction ha\'l! on Sidon? 
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the coastline where the city formerly stood wlB look bar­
ren and desolate. The sea will appear to cry out In an· 
guish, like a mother who has lost her children and is so 
distraught that she now disclaims ever having had them. 
Sidon wtll be ashamed at what happens to her daughter. 

9 Yes, the news of the destructio n of"l"yre will cause wide­
spread grief. Isaiah says: "Just as at t/le report pertaining to 
Egypt, people willlikew;se be In severe pains at the report 
on Tyre." (Isaiah 23:5) The pain of the mourning ones 
will be comparable to that resulting hom the report about 
Egypt. Which report does the prophet mean? Possibly the 
fulftJlment of his earlie r "pronouncement against Egypt."· 
(Isaiah 19:1-25) Or perhaps the prophet means the re­
port of the destruction of Pharaoh's army In Moses' day, 
which caused widespread consternation. (Exodus 15:4, S, 
14-16; Joshua 2:9- 11) In any case, those hearing the report 
of 'I)rre's destruction will be In severe pains. They are in· 
vited to flee to distant Tarshlsh for refuge and are com­
manded to make a no isy expressio n of their grief: "Cross 
over to Torshish; howl, you inllobilants of the ceastland. H 

- Isaiah 23:6. 

Exultant "From Her Early Times" 

lO Tyre is an ancient cily, as Isaiah reminds us when he 
asks: " Is this your dty thai was exultant from days of long 
ago, from her early rimes'" ( Isaiah 23:70) Tyre's prosper­
ous history extends al· least as far back as Joshua's time. 
Ooshua 19:29) Over the years, Tyre has become famous 
as a manufacturer of metal ob jects, glassware, and purple 

• See Chapter I ~, pag<:s 200·207, or this book. 

9. The grief of the people follow!ng the fa ll of l yre wlll be compa" 
rab!e 10 the consternat ion followi ng whll t other events? 
10-12. Describe the wealth, lmtlqulty, and Innuence of Tyre. 



dye. Robes of Tyrian purple command the highest prices, 
.. nd Tyre's costly fabrics are sought after by the nobility. 
(Compare Ezekiel 27:7, 24.) Tyre is also a trading center fo r 
overland caravans as well as a great Import-export depot. 

11 Moreover, the dty is militarily strong. I. Sprague 
de Camp writes: "Although om especially warlike-they 
were businessmen, not soldiers- the Phoen ldans defend­
ed their dtles with fanatical courage and stubbornness. 
These quali ties, as weU as their nava l might, enabled the 
Tyrlans to hold out against the Assyrian army, the stron­
gest of its time." 

12 Indeed, lYre makes her mark on the Mediterranean 
world. "Her feet used to bring her for away to reside as on 
alien." (Isaiah 23:7b) Phoenldans (ravel to distant places, 
setting up trading posts and ports of call, which In some 
Instances grow into colonies. For example, Carthage, on 
the north coast o f Africa, is a colo nyo(1)rre. In time, !twill 
surpass Tyre and rival Ro me fo r In fluence In the Medlter­
raneOln world. 

Her Pride Will He Profaned 

13 In view of Tyre's antiquity and wealth, the next ques­
tion Is fitting: "Who ;s it that has given this coun­
sel against Tyre, the be$tower of crowns, whose merchants 
were princes, whose tradesmen were the honorable ones 
of the eorth ?"" (Isaiah 23:8) W ho dares to spcOlk against 
the city that has appointed po",",crfu l Individuals to posi­
tions of h igh autho rity in her colonies and elsewhere 
-thus becoming "the bestower of crownsH ? Who dares to 
speak against the metropolls wh ose merchants are princes 
and whose tradesmen are honorable ones? Said Maurice 

U . Why Is the question raised a~ to who da~ to pronounce ludg· 
ment against Tyre? 
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Chehab, former director of antiquities at the National Mu­
seum of Beirut, Leb.lnon: "From the nlnl h 10 the sixth 
century B,C., Tyre retained the position of Importance 
known to Lo ndo n at the beginning of the twentieth cen­
tury." So who dares to speak against this City? 

14 The inspired replyw/II cause consternation lnlyre. lsa­
iah says: "Jehovah of omJ/es himself has given this counsel, 
to profane the pride of all beauty, to treat with contempt 
all the honorable ones of tile earth." (IsaIah 23:9) Why 
does Jehovah pronoUllce Judgment against this wealthy, 
andent city? Is It because Its Inhabitants are worshipers of 
the false god Baal? Is It because o fT'yre's relatio nship with 
Jezebel- the daughter o f King Ethbaal of Sidon, includ­
ing lYre-who married King Ahab o f Israel and massacred 
the prophets ofJehovah7 (1 Kings 16:29, 31; 18:4, 13, 19) 
The answer to both questions ls no. Tyre Is condemned be­
cause of her arrogant pride-she has grown fat at the ex­
pense of other peoples, Including the Israelites. [n the 
ninth century B.C. E., through the prophet' Joel, Jehovah 
said to Tyre and ot her cities: "The sons of Judah and the 
sons of Jerusalem you have sold to the sons of the Greeks, 
for the purpose of removing them far ITom their own ter­
ritory." Oeel 3:6) Can God overlook 1)Ire's treating his cov­
enant people as mere trading commodities? 

IS The passing o f a hundred years will nol change 1)rre. 
When the army of King Ncbuchadnezzar o f Babylon de­
stroys Jerusalem in 607 B.C. E., Tyre will exult: "Aha! She 
!JerusalemJ has been broken, the doors of the peoples! 
The trend will certainly be to me, I shall be filled-she 
has been devastated. ~ (Ezekiel 26:2) 1'yre will rejoice, ex­
pecting to benefit from the destruction of Jerusalem. With 

14. Who pronounces judg ment 13111nu lyre, and why? 
IS. HolY will Ty~ react when Jerusalem fall! to NcbuchMlneuar7 
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the Judean capital no longer a competi tor, she will cxpt'Ct 
more trade for hCr5l'lf, Jehovah will treat with contempt 
selr.prodalmcd " honorable ont'S," who pridefully stand 
wllh the cllcmies of his l)Cople, 

III I ~'llah contlnucs Jehovah's condenlllil tion of l yre: 
"Cross over your land like tile Nile Rive" 0 daughter of Tar­
slllsh. n,ere is tlO shipyard any longer. His hand he has 
stretclled out over tile sea; he has caused Idngdoms to be 
agitated, Jehovah himself has given a command ogo;tlSl 
Phoenicia, to annlhilote Iler strongholds. And he says: 'You 
must never again exu/c. 0 oppressed one, the virgin daugh­
ter of Sidoll. Get up, cross over to Kittittl Itself. Even there it 
will lIof be res tful for you. '''- Isaiall 23:10-12. 

17 Why i ~ Ty re called the "dilug h tc r ofT;lr..hls h "? Pe rhaps 

because aflcr the defeat o f Tyre, Tarshlsh wi ll be the more 
powerfu l of the IWO,- Thc Inhabitants of ruined Tyre will 
be 5callered like a river In nood, liS banks broken down 
;Ind Il~ wa lers ovcrAowll1g Inlo all the neighboring pla ins. 
I ~ a i all 's message 10 1111.' "daughler of Tarshlsh" underscores 
the <lcvcrlty of what will Ilappen to 'lyre. Jehovah h imself 
~lrctchcs out his hand and gives the command. No one 
C;1Il olt'er the ou tcome. 

18 Isaiah also speaks of Tyre as " Ihe vi rgi n daughter o f 

• AI\t'f1l:lIlvc]y, the ~Ihmghll'r of Tanhl~h » may rdef 10 the inhabll· 
lUll S of ·nlfs hlsh. Ont' fcfclcnct' WOI\.; says: ~The nat]\1!S of T:afshl~h 
IIle now flt't: 10 IIBvt'l lInti t l"ildc iii fflOC I), as t he Nile when iI nO .... 5 in 
alt tllrectloll$.» SIIII , t he CIII III1.15b Is on Ille drastic n-percusslol15 of 
Ihe fait of''y~. 

16, 17. Whllt will hlll)l~n to Ihe Inhabltanl) of Tyre when the dty 
rall~? tSl't." fOOtnote.) 
18. Wh)' Is l'yfe ClIJll'tl " the vl f/tln daughter of Sidon,· and hCJ\v will 
her Siale change? 

Tyre would submit to Babylon, not Assyria 
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Sidon." indicating that she has not previously been seized 
and ravished by foreign conquerors and still enloys an un­
subdued state. (Compare 2 Kings 19:2 1; r.salah 47:1; Jere­
miah 46:1 I.) Now, though, she 15 to be annihilated, and 
like refugees, some of her residents will cross ovcr (0 the 
Phoenician coloilY of Kinlm. NCVCI'lhcicss, having lost 
their economic power, Ihey will find no rest there. 

The Chaldeans Will Des poU Her 

19 Wh ich political power will execute Jehovah's judg­
ment upon Tyrc? Isaiah proclaims: "Look! The land of the 
Clla/deans. This is the people- Assyria did not prove to be 
tire one-they founded her (or the desert haunters. They 
have erected their siege towers; they 'lave stripped bare 
her dwelling lowen; one has set Iler as a crumbling ruin . 
Howl, you ships of Tarshish, for your stronghold has been 
despoiled." (Isaiah 23:13, '4) The Chaldcaru-nol the As­
syrians-will conquer lyre. They will erect their stege tow­
ers, level the dweUing places o f lyre, ,mel make that 
stronghold of the ships of Tarshlsh a cfumbllng heap 
of ruins. 

20 True to the prophecy, not long aHer the rail of Jeru­
salem, lYre rebels against Babylon, and Nebuchadnezzar 
lays slci>>e to the dty. Believing herself Impregnable, Tyre 
resists. In the course of the siege, the heads o f Babylon's 
soldiers are umade bald" from the chilfing or thelr helmets 
and their shoulders are "rubhed bare" (rom carrying ma­
terials used In the construction o r sicgeworks. (f.z.cklel 29: 
IS) The siege is costly to Nebuchadnezzar. The mainland 
dty o fTyre is destroyed, yet its spoil eludes him. The bulk 
of the treasures ofTyre have been transferred to a small is-

19, 20. Who Is prophesied 10 be the conqueror of 'Iyre, and ho\\' i5 
Ihal prophecy fulfilloo? 
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land about half a mile from the shole. L.~cklng a neet of 
ships, the Chaldean king is unable to take the Island. After 
13 years, Tyre capirulates, but she will survive and see the 
fulfillment of further p rophecies. 

"S h e Mus t Re turn to l'l('r Hlrl'" 

2\ 15<11ah goes on to prophesy: "It must occur In that day 
that Tyre must be forgotten seventy years, tile same as the 
days of one king.'" ( Isaiah 23: 150) Following the dL'Struc­
tlon of the mainland dty by the Babylonians, the Island­
city of 'ly re will "be forgotlen ." True to the prophC<.)', for 
t he du ration o f "one king"-the Babylonian Empire-the 
Island-ci ty of1'yre willllot be an importan t financial pow­
er. Jehovah, through Jeremiah, includes Tyre among the 
nations that will be singled out to drink lhe wine of His 
rage. lie says: wrhese nations will have to serve the king 
of nabylon sevCIlty years:" Ueremiah 25:8-17, 22, 27) True, 
the island-city ofTyre is nol subject to B..lbylon fo r a full 70 
year!!., since the Babylo n ian E.mpi re (ails In 539 n.c.I:.. Ev, 
Idently, t he 70 years represent:s the period or Ililbylo nia's 
grciltcst do mination-when the Babylonian royal dynas­
ty bO.1Sts of having lifted its throne even above ~ lhe stars 
of 00<1." (Isaiah 14: 13) Diffe rent na llons come under tha t 
dom ination al different times. But at the end of 70 years, 
that domination will crumble. Wha t will then happen 
tuTyrc? 

22 Isaiah continues: '~t the end of seventy years it will 
happen to Tyre as in the song of a prostitute: 'Take a iJarp, 
go around the city. 0 forgotten prostitute. Do your best at 
p laying on the strings; make your songs many, in order 
thot )'011 may be remembered.' And it must occur at the 

21. tn whal way Is 'lYre ~forgotlen" and for how \onX" 
22, 23, Whll! wil l happen to Tyre when she com~~ OUI trolll under 
IlnlJylon lnn domination? 
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end of seventy years that Jehovah will film his attention to 
Tyre, and she must rerum to her hire and commit prostitu­
tion with off the kingdoms of the earth upon the surface of 
the ground."'-Isaiah 23: lSb·1T. 

23 Fo llowing th e fall o f Babylo n in 539 Il.C.E., Phoenlda 
becomes a satrapy o f the Medo-I"ersian Empire. TIle Pe r­
sian mo narch, Cyrus the Great, is a tolerant ruler. Under 
this neYo' rulership, Tyre will resume her former activity 
and try hard to ~rain recognition as a world com· 
mercial center- just as a prostitute who has been forgot. 
ten and has lost her cUentcle seeks to attract new ellenls 
by going around the City, playing her harp ilnd singing 
her songs. Will Tyre succccd? Yes, Jehovah will gran t her 
success. In Ume, the isJand<ity will become so prosperous 
that toward the end of the Sixtll century l.i.e,E., the proph· 
et Zechariah will say: "Tyre proceeded to build a rampart 
for herself, and to pile up silver like dust and gold li ke th e 
mire of the streets.N-Zccharlah 9:3. 

' Her Profit Must Become Something Holy' 

24 How remarkable are the fo llowing p ro phetic words! 
"Her profit and her hire must become something holy to 
Jehovah. It will not be stored up, nor be laid up, because 
her hire will come to be for those dwelling before Jehovah, 
for eating to satisfaction and (Of' elegant covering. N (Isaiah 
23:18) How does Tyre's material profit become someth ing 
holy? Jehovah maneuvers matters so that it is used accord· 
ing to his will-for the eating to satisfaction of h is people 
and for the ir covering. This comes about fo llowing the Is· 
raelites' return from B.1bylonian exile. The people ofTyre 
assist them by supplying cedar timbers for rebuildi ng the 

Z4. 25. ta) How does 1')'res profi l become somclhing hoty 10 Jeho­
vilh? (h) Despite lYre's helpi ng God's people, what prophecy does Je· 
hovah Inspire regarding her? 
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temple. They also resume trade with the city of Jerusalem. 
- Ezra 3:7; Nehemiah 13: 16. 

25 Despite this, Jehovah Inspires a further pronounce­
ment agai nst lYre. Zechariah prophesies concerni ng the 
now wealthy Island·ci ty: "Look! Jehovah himself will dis­
I>OSSCSS her, and Into the sea he will certainly strike down 
her military fo rce; and In the fire she herself will be de­
voured." (Zechariah 9:4) 'ntis 15 fulfilled In July 332 B.C.E. 
when Alexander the Greal demolishes that proud mistress 
of the sea. 

Avoid Materialism a nd Pride 

26 Jehovah condcm n(.'<i Tyre for her pride, a characteris­
tic that he despises. " I.ofty eyes'" are listed first among the 
seven things that Jehova h hates. (Proverbs 6:16- 19) Paul 
associated pride wit h Satan the Devil, :md Ezekiel's de· 
scription of proud Tyre has elements that describe Sa· 
t:m himself. (ezekiel 28: 13-15; 1 Timothy 3:6) Why was 
"rre proud't EzekIel, addressing Tyre, says: "Your heart be· 
gan to be haughty beC<lllSe of your wealth ." (Ezekiel 28:5) 
The city W:IS dt.'<ilcnted to trade and the amassing of mon­
ey. Tyre's success in this made her unbearably haugh­
ty. Through EzckJcl, Jehovah S<lid to "the leader of Tyre": 
"Your heart has become haughty, and you keep saying, 'I 
am a god. In the sea t or god I have seated myself.'· 
- EzckJcI 28:2. 

27 Natio ns can succumb to pride and a wrong view or 
wealth-and so can individuals. Jesus gave a parable that 
showed how subtle this snare can be. He spoke of a rich 
man whose fields produced very well. Delighted, the man 

26. Why did God condemn Tyre1 
21, 28. Whol trnp (an humans (alllmo, and how dld JtsWi iIIustfate 
Ihls? 
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planned to build larger store houses for his produce and 
happily looked forward to a long life of comfort. But this 
d id not happen. God said 10 him: "Unreasonable o ne, this 
night they are demanding your soul from you. Who, then, 
Is to have the things you sto red up?" Yes, the m.," died , 
and h is wealth availed him nothlng.- Lukc 12: 16-20. 

Z8 Jesus concluded the parabl e, saying: "So II goes wit h 
the man that lays up treasure for himself but Is not rich to­
ward God." (Luke 12:21) Being wealthy was not wrong in 
itself, and having a good harvest was 110 sin. 'Ille man's er­
ror lay in his making these the maln th ings In his Ufe. His 
who le confidence was in hjs riches. When looking to the 
futu re. he did not take Jehovah God into account. 

Coin depicting Melkarl. 
chief deity of Tyre 

EURO PE 

Model 0(0 
Phoell iclon ship 
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Z9 James very strongly made the ~me po int. He said: 
"Come, now, )'Oll w ho s,1.y: '"Ibday o r tomorrow we will 
journey to this ci ty and will spend a year thcn.', and we will 
engage in busincs.<; and make pronts,' whereas you do not 
know what your life will be tomorrow. Fo r you a re a m ist 
appearing for a little wh ile and then disapfK.·a ring. Instead, 
you ought to say: 'If Jehovah wills, we sha ll live and also 
do this or that.'" (James 4: 13· 15) Then, Janle5 showed the 
relationship be tween wealth alld pri de when he conlin­
ued, sa}'lng: " YOli ta ke pride In your self·assumlng brags. 
All such taking or pride Is wld::cd."-James 4:16. 

30 Again, do ing busi ness is not a sin. Thc sin is t he pride, 
the a rroglll1ce, the con ndcl\(,'c in .self Il uli galn.ing wealth 
a m engender. Wisely, thc anciellt proverb said: "Give me 
neithe r pove rty no r riches." l'overtycan make life very bil­
le r. But riches a m lead a l)Coon 10 ~d l'ny IGodl and say: 
'Who is Jehovah?' "-f' rovcrbs 30:8, 9. 

31 We live in a wo rld where many h'lve fa llen victim to 
greed and selfls lll1CSs. Ik <.'iluSC of t he prevai ling commer· 
cial climate, mllch emphasis Is placed o n wcalt h. Hence, 
a Christian docs w<: 11 10 exa mine himself to be sure th at 
he is not (aILing into the sa me trap lhal ensnared the com· 
mercial city o f Tyre. Dol'S he spend so much o f h is time 
and energy In matc rla l pursuits that he Is, In fact, a slave 
o f riches? (Matt hew 6:24) Is he envious of some who may 
have more or bette r Ix>sscsslons than he has? (Galatians 5: 
26) I f he happens to be wcall hy, does he proudly fccllhat 
he deserves more atlentlo n or prlv lleg~ than others do? 
(Comp<lrcJamcs 2: 1·9.) If he Is 1101 rich, Is he "determi ned 
to be rich," whatever lhe cost? (1 Timothy 6:9) Is he so 
occupied with bllsln~s m:lttcrs thai he leaves on ly a very 

29, 30. Ilow did James w;am against rt'Uarn:e on ~lfi' 
31. What q\i~tlom doe II hrbllun do well to lUI<: hlmn 'lf? 
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small corner in his life for serving God? (2 Timothy 2:4) 
Does he become so consumed with the pursuit of wealth 
that he ignores Christian principles in his business prac­
tices?-l Timothy 6:10. 

32 Whatever our economic situation, the Kingdom 
should always have first place in our lives. It is vital that 
we never lose sight of the words of the apostle John: "Do 
not be loving either the world or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him." (1 John 2:15) True, we have to use the world's 
economic arrangements in order to survive. (2 Thessalo­
nians 3:10) Hence, we 'use the world/-but we do not use 
it "to the fulL" (1 Corinthians 7:31) If we have an exces­
sive love of material things-the things in the world-we 
no longer love Jehovah. Chasing after "the desire of the 
flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of 
one's means of life" is incompatible with doing the will of 
God.- And it Is doing the will of God that leads to eternal 
life.-l John 2:16, 17. 

33 The trap of putting the pursuit of material things 
ahead of all else ensnared lyre. She was successful in a 
material sense, became very proud, and was punished for 
her pride. Her example stands as a warning to nations 
and individuals today. How much better to fo llow the ad­
monition of the apostle Paul! He urges Christians "not to 
be high-minded, and to rest their hope, not on uncertain 
riches, but on God, who furnishes us all things richly for 
our enjoyment."-I Timothy 6: 17 . 

• "Sholll}' display" is a translation of the Greek word rI·Ja·lo·lIra, 
which is described as ~an impious l1nd empty presumption which 
trusts In the stability of cHrthly things.~_nIC New Thayer's Greck­
EIlg/islI Lexicon. 

32. What warning did John giv{'. and how can 1\lC apply It? 
33. How can Chrlstlan~ avoid the lrap lhat ellsn3rl'l.i Tyre? 



CHAPTER TWENTY 

Jehovah Is King 

Isaiah 24:1-23 

BABYLON, Philistia, Moab, Syria, Ethiopia, Egypt, Edam, 
'lYre, Assyria-all will experience Jehovah's wrath. isaiah 
has foreto ld the calamities that will befall these hostile na­
tions and cities. What, though, of Judah? WiJI the inhabit­
ants of Judah be exempt from punishment for their sinful 
ways? The historical record answers with a resounding no! 

2 Consider what happened to Samaria, the capital of the 
ten-tribe kingdom of Israel. That nation did not keep its 
covenant with God. It did not keep separate from the 1C\ .. ·d 
practices of the nations round about. Instead, the inhabit­
ants of Samaria "kept doing bad things to offend Jehovah 
.. . Therefore Jehovah got very incensed against Israel, so 
that he removed them from his sight." Forcibly removed 
from its land, "Israel went off its own soil into exile in 
Assyria." (2 Kings 17:9-12, 16-18, 23; Hosea 4:12-14) What 
happened to Israel bodes ill for her sister kingdom, Judah. 

Isaiah Forete lls the Desolation of Juda h 

3 Some kings of Judah were faithful, but most were not. 
Even under a faithful king, such as jotham, the people 
did not turn completely away from false worship. (2 Kings 
15:32-35) A climax in the wickedness of Judah is reached 
during the reign of bloodthirsty King Manasseh, who ac­
cording to Jewish tradition, murders the faithfu l prophet 

1, 2. (a) Who will experience Jehovah'§ wrath? (b) Wi!! judah be 
exempt from punishment, <lnd how do we know? 
3. (a) Why doe~ jehovah forsake the t\vrHribe kingdom of Judah? 
(b) What is jehovah determined to do? 
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Isaiah by commanding t hat he be 5m .. OO apMt. (Com­
P.l i'C Hebrews 11:37.) This wlckl'<l king "kept seduci ng Ju­
dah and the inhabitants o f Jerusalem to do worse than 
t he nations that Jehovah had annihilated from before the 
sons of Israel." (2 Chronicles 33:9) Under Manassch's rule 
the land becomes even more lx>lIuted than when the Co, ­
naa nites controlled it. Hence, Jehovah decla res: "Here I am 
bringing a calamity upon Jcrusale rn and Judllh, of which if 
anyone hears both his ears wil l tingle .... I shall sim ply 
wipcJcrusalem clean just as onc wipes the handleless bowl 
clean, wiping it dean and turning it upside down, Ar,d [ 
shall indeed forsake the remnant o f my Inheritance and 
give them into the hand of their enemies, and they will 
simply become plunder and pillage to a ll t heir enemies, fo r 
the reason that they did what was b..1d In my eyes and were 
continually offending me."-2 Kings 2 1:11 · 15. 

4 Uke a bowl thai is turned upside down, allowi ng all its 
contents to spill out, t he land will be emptied of Its human 
Inhabitants. This coming desolation of JlIdah und Jcrusa· 
lem is again the subject of prophecy by Istl hlh . He begins: 
"Lookl Jehovah is emptying tile latICl and laying It waste, 
and he has twisted the face of it and scattered Its Inllabit· 
ants." (Isaiah 24:1) This prophely Is fulfi lled when Jeru· 
salem and its temple arc destroyed by the Invadi ng B<rb­
ylonian armies under King Nebuchadnezz.1r and when the 
inhabitants of Judah are decim ated by sword, famine, and 
pesti lence. Most of the Jewish survivors are taken captive 
to Babylon, and the few left behind {lee to Egypt. Thus 
the land o f Judah is wrecked and completely depopulat­
ed. Not even domestic animals rema in. The descrted land 
be<:omes a wilde rness wit h d reary ruins inhabited or,ly by 
wlld beasts and birds. 

s Wi ll anyone in Judah receive pre ferential treatment 

... What will Jehm'ah do to Judah, and how Is th is prorhecy ru lfi lled? 
5. Wil l anyone be exempt from Jehovah's judgme.nt F.xpll'lln . 
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during the coming judgment? Isaiah answers: Hit must 
come to be the some for the people as for tile priest; the 
same for the sermnt as for Ills master; the some for the 
maidservant as for lIef mistress; the same for tile buyer as 
for Ule seifer; the same for tile lender as for the borrow­
er; the same for the Interest taker as for the one paying the 
interest. Without foil the land will be emptied, and with­
out fail it will be plundered, for Jehovah himself hos spo­
ken this word. H (Isaiah 24:2, 3) Wealth and privileges of 
temple service wlllmakc no difference. No exceptlons will 
be made. TIle land Is so corrupted that everyone surviving 
-priests, servants and masters, buyers and sellers-must go 
Into exile. 

6 In order that there be no misunderstanding, Isaiah de­
scribes the completeness o f this coming disa$ter and ex· 
plains the reason for It: "The land has gone to mourning, 
has faded oway. The productive land has withered, has fod­
ed away. The hlgl1 ones of 'lie people of the lalld have 
withered. And the very land has been polluted under its 
inhabitants, for tlley have bypcused tile laws, cllOnged the 
regulation, broken the fndeflnltely lasting covenant. That is 
why the curse Itself has eaten up the fond, and those in­
habiting it are held gUilty. That Is wily the inhabitants of the 
land have decreased in number, and very few mortal men 
have remained over." ( Isaiah 24:4-6) When thc Israe li tes 
were given the land o f Canaan, Ihey found It to be "a land 
flowing with milk and honey." (Deuteronomy 27:3) Still, 
they conLinued 10 be dependcllt o n Jehovah's blessing. If 
they faithfu lly kept his sta tutes and commandmen~, the 
land would "give its yield," but If they bypassed his laws 
and commandm ents, their efforts to cu ltivate the land 
would be "cxpendL'(1 fo r 110thlng" ,lIlei the earth would 
"not give Its yield." (leviticus 26:3-5, 14, IS, 20) Jehovah's 
curse ..... ou1d 'cat up the land.' (Deuteronomy 28:15·20, 

6. Why does Jehovllh withdraw his bltl\lng from the land? 



Music and rejo icing will 110 IOllger 
be heord in tile land 

38·42, 62, 63) Judah must now expect to experience th,lt 
curse. 

7 Some 800 years before Is..liah's day, t he Israelites will· 
ingly entered into a covenant reiatiomhip with Jeho­
vah ,lIld agreed to abide by it. (ExodlL~ 24:3·8) The terms 
of t h,1t Law covenant stipul ated th at If they obeyed Je­
hovah's cornrnandmenb, they would cxperlcm:c his rich 
hlessl ng but if Ihey violated the COVe nant, they wou ld lose 
his blessing and be taken captive by t he ir enemies. (Exo­
dlls 19:5,6; Deuteronomy 28: 1·68) This 1...1\\1 covenant, giv­
en through )..toses, was to remain in force for an Indefin ite, 
unspecified time. It would safegUilrd Ihe Is rae li tes unti l the 
'Ippearance of the Mcssiah.-Galatl'lIls 3: 19,24. 

8 Uu l" the people have "broken the Indcf1llite ly I;lsling 
covenant." They have byp.assed the d ivinely given laws, IS' 
no ring them. ·n,ey have "cha nged the rel:: lIl atlon,~ fo llow· 
inS legal practices diffe rent from those thm Jehovah gilVC. 
(Exodus 22:25; Ezekiel 22:12) Hence, Ihe people will be reo 

7. Il0w woulcllhe l.awCOVl,!llan t I~" hleu lng lor Ihe l 5ra('llt~1 
K. (tI) How have Ihe prople ~byp..l.s!>Cd the lIw/s· and "chanxctl lhe 
regulat Ion "? (b) In what w,lys :u e "the high Oilt'l" the fIrst to 'with· 
er'? 
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movl'(.i frol11 t he Iillld , No mcl'C)' wi ll be \ 110\\1 11 ill lhc com­
Ing judglllcnt. A.rnollg Ihe fm;1 10 'wi tlll'r' lWcausc o f Je­
hovah's withdrawing his prull't llon .lIul favor will he ulhe 
high ones," the nObility. In ful fi ll ruenl of titis, liS Ihe de· 
struction ofJ l'ru~ lh:m appro..1lhes, frr'it the F~YI)tians .md 
then the Bah}'lon ians make Judcal1 kings their v,l\sals. 
Subseq ucntly. King JI..'ho l;IChill :Iml olirN IlH! IlIi>crs of the 
royal fam ily <Ire :lIl1o ng the lir..t Ollt'!!. laken Inlo 1I;lbrlo­
nian Glplivily.-2 ChrOll lcle~ .i6:4, 1), 10, 

Ile ju h.: ing Lelwes th e 1.'1I111 

9 The nation o f Is,.ael ls an agricu ltural society. From Ihe 
lime tha t the IsraetitC'\ entered Ihe I'romi"04..'(1 ~nd, they 
han! sctlil'(l down to a lire of cultlviltillh cropl> and herding 
livestock. '11m ... , agricu ltu rc (X'(uples ,Ill lmport:r nt place In 
the legislation given to Israe l. A compul'\o rr " lbb.1t h resl is 
l"Olllllla nded fo r the 1;111(\ every M:\'f! ll th y<'ar 10 .rliow re rll l· 
ify to be restored to the soi l. (f:xod lls 2J: IO, I I; Levillcus 
25:3-7) The t hree an nll:rl rl'S tival ~ that the na tio n b co rn· 
manded to celcbf;l tc <lrc ti l11 l:d to culndllc with <lgricu ltllf. 
al seasons.-Exodw; 2~ : 14-16. 

10 Villl'yards are (Onllll0 n tlH()lI~holl t the land. The 
Scriptures list wine, it prod uct o f Ihe vi ne, as a gift rrom 
God thaI " rnak(>S t l1l.' heart o r Il)o rtalm;rll re jokl'." (I~all1l 
104: 15) Each one \ltting lIndt'r hh own ville and rig tree,' 
den~ j>rmperity, peaC\', and \(.'wrlly unde r God's righ­
teous rule, ( 1 Kings 4:2$; Mica h 4:4) A l!olK(MSflll \'in tage 
'icaSOIl is considered a bll'Ssing alld I-. iI C'll15e fo r si nging 
and rejOIci ng. UlIdt:l: \ 9:27; Jeremiah 2S::iO) The ()Pt>ositc 
is also true, When the vine .. \\' l lI l('r or prexluce 110 gmlX's 
and the Vineyards IX-"t:omc d l..,u lilte waslc~ o f thurm;, it is 
evidence tha!jehovnh has wlthdr.lwn h I-. blc1Isillg-a ti me 
of grellt sorrow. 

9, 10. fa) What 11)1 ... ' d.~ agrlculrurc Il l,') In hr.wl? (b) What I~ rhe 
~ixnifi,-";InC\' of ~ach one ',Uting unlk'r hh 0\, n \'h,t' and fig 1R.'i!·~ 
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11 Appropriately, then, Isaiah uses vineyards and thei r 
products to il lustrate the candWons resu lting fro m Jeho­
vah's withdmwing his ble~ing from the land: "Tile new 
wine has gone to mourning, the vine has withered, all 
those g lad at heart have gone to sighing. The exultation 
of the tambourines liOl ceased, the noile of the highly elat­
ed onel hal dilcontinued, the exultation of tile harp has 
ceased. It il with no long that they drink wine; the intoxi­
cating liquor becomel bitter to tbose drinking it. The desert­
ed town has been broken down; every house has been shut 
up from entering. There is an outcry in the l treets for want 
of wine. All rejoicing has passed away; the exultation of the 
land has deported. In the city an astonil hing condition has 
been left behind; the gate hal beet! crushed to a mere rub­
ble heap.H-lsaiah 24:7-12. 

12 '111e tambourine and the harp are pleasant instruments 
used to praise Jehovah and express joy. (2 Chronicles 29: 
25; Psalm 81:2) Their music will not be heard at this time 
of divine punishment. There will be no joyfu l gTilpc har­
vests. There will be no happy sounds in tht:! desolated ruins 
ofJerusaJem, with its gate "crushed to a mere rubble heap" 
and its houses "shut up," so that no one can enter. Wh;lt' 
grim prospects for inhabita nts of a land that by nil t\U'c has 
been so fertile! 

A Remnant "Cry Out Joyfull y" 

13 In order to harvest olives, the ISrJclites beal the trees 
wit h rods so thal lhe fruit will fall. According to God's taw, 

I I, 12. (a) 1-101'1' does 1!;3lah iIIuSlrdtc the condit io ns thm WHi IC5U II 
fmm Jehm'ah's ludgment? (b) Whal grim prOSpc(1s does 1).11ah de­
scribe? 
13, 14. (a) What are Jehovah's laws on haT\'(>Sling? (b) How dOl.!s 
J!\alah use Ihe laws on har\'t.~l ing 10 lIIuslr,lle Ihal SCm\.' will \ u(\'lve 
Jehovah's judgment? (c) Allhough Ihere are dark M'asom of tr ial 
coming, of what can {ailMul Judeans be «'rtaln? 
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Some will survive Jehovah 's 
Judgment, just as fruit 
remoim on 0 tree after the 
horvest 

they arc forbidden to go 
over the boughs of the trees 
to collect the remaining ol­
ives. Nor ~hould they gather 
the leftover grapes after har­
vc~ting their vtneyard~. The 
remnants of the harvest are 
to be left for the poor-" for 
I he alien reSident, for the fa­
therless boy and for the wid­
ow"-to glea n. (Deuterono­
my 24:19-21) Drawing on 
the~e well-known laws, Isa­
Iah Illustrates the comfort­

ing fnct that then.! wil l be survivors of Jehovah's coming 
Judgment': '71l11s It will become In the midst of the land, 
In among the peoples, like the beating off of the olive tree, 
like the gleaning wllell the grape gathering has come to 
an elld. n,ey themselves will raise their voice, they will cry 
alit Joyfllily. In the superiority of Jehovah tlley will certain­
ly cry out shrilly fralll the sea. That is why in the region of 
11911ll1ley lIIusl glorify Jehovah, in the islallds of the sea the 
name of Jehovah, the God of Israel. Frolll IIle extremity of 
the land there are melodies that we haYe heard: 'Decora­
tion to the Rlgllteous Onel' --Isaioh 24:13- 160. 

1-4 Just as some fru it remains on the tree o r vine af­
ler harvestlng. so there will be some who are left over af­
ter Jehovah's execution or judgment-Utile gleaning when 
the gmpc gathert ng has come to an end." As recorded in 
verse 6, the prophet hm. al ready spoken of Ihese, sayI ng 
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thai "vcry few mort:.1 men have re mained over," Sl lll, few 
.. ~ I Ill")' are, there are to Ix' survivors o f the tleslnll:tion of 
Jprus.1lem ,mel Judah, aml lalt.' r a rem nanl will return from 
ctljJtlvity 10 repopulate the la nd. (15;,1;lh 4:2, Ji 14:1 -5) 
'1110111:)11 righlhcilrtcd o nes will e,\: j>er lt.'nc..:c dlll'k scm;ons qf 
Irlal, thcy can be sure Ihat there will be dd h'crilncc and joy 
ahead. The s ll rv ivo~ will sce JehO\'ah'" prophetic word un­
fold and will realize thai l:oal<l 11 has IX'CII a Irue prophet of 
(jod . Thcy \\'111 be filled with joy as thcy wltncs~ the ful­
fillme nt of the restoration propIK"Cics. From wherever Ihey 
have been 'Il"i.lltercd- bc li the isl3nds of the Ml'tti lcrranean 
In the We"t, Babylon in "the reg ion of IIglil " (Ihl' liun rise, 
or t he 1:;1~ l), Or' any ot her dlstiln\ place- they will I)ril ise 
GCKI ht.'l·;lUSC they have been prc-.cn 'l.'tl, and Ihey ",I II "I ng: 
" Deco ration to the Righteous Onc! " 

No Escape From Jl' hovah's Judgment 

I .~ l'Or 110W, though, re jo icing Is prematu re. Isa iah b rings 
hi" l:ontl'm por<1ries h<1d : to the presenl , "til ting: "Bull say: 
'For me there is leallness, (or me there Is leanness/ Woe to 
mel nIl.' treacherous dealers have dealt trec,C#lerous/y. Eve" 
with treaC#lery the treacherous dealers Ilove dealt treach­
erously.' Dread and the hollow and tlte trap ore tll)On you, 
yot//nhabltant of Ille land. And it must occur thor anyone 
fleeing from tile soulld of the dreaded thillg wilt fall into 
the hollow, and anyone coming up from IlIslde til e hollow 
wll/lJe cClught in the trap, For the very floodgCltes all high 
will actually be opened, and the (olmdatlollS of the land 
will rock. The land has absolutely bunt a/Jolt, the lalld has 
absolutely been shaken up, tile land fins Clbso/Ul.ely been 
sent staggering. n,e land absolutely moves unsteadily like 
a dfllnken man, and it has swayed to and fro like a look­
alit hut. And lu transgression has become heavy upon it. 

I .~ . l h. Ill) I h)IV do~~ b3! ~h feel n\)nU1 wh.IT wltl hnppcn 101 h l\ tICO' 
1,1e? (II) Whlll will hcfall l llc unfal thlul ln hahlt ,lUh of Ih l: 1"IltH 



and it musl fal/, so that it 
wlfl not rise up aga;n." - I.sa­
;011 14: 16b-10. 

l(i [salal1 is Iil1ed wit h grief 
over wl1 ,1( wil l hefall his 
people. The stale of affairs 
around hIm causC$ feelings 
of sickness and woe. Treach­
erous Dill'S .. bound and 
calise dread 10 the inhabit­
arll~ of the land. When Je­
hOVilh wlthdrmvs hIs prott!c­
tlon, unfillthful Inhabi tants 
of Judah will experience ter­
ror hoth day and n ight. 
Tht!y will be uncerta in of 
their lives. '11lere will be no 
escaping the dls.1Sl'er that 
wlil ocfal1 them for fors<l k­
Ing Jel1uvah's command­
ments and Ignoring godly 
wisdom. (Proverbs 1 :24-27) 
C11amil y wil l come even 

though treacherous ones in Isaiah Is fillerl with grief over 
the laml, trying to convince WhOl will befall /l is people 
the peop[e that everything 
wil l he all right, use falsehood (In(i deceit \'0 lead them on 
a {'ourse 10 destruction. (Jercmi"h 27:9-15) Enelllle.~ from 
outside will come in and plunder them ilnd carry lill!m 
away {'aptlvt'. All of this is very distressing to 15<11i1h. 

17 Yel, the prophet is bound to d,-'Clarc that there will be 

17. (a) Wily wU I no csope be poulblc? (b) Wilen Jehovah's ludg­
ment pow{:r Is rt!leaSI!l.I from the he,L\'cns, 1I'II11t wil l 11;I[lplm 10 Ihe 
land? 
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no escape. Wherever people try to fl ee, they wil l be caught. 
Some may escape one calamity, bu t they wil! be caught En 
another-there will be no secur ity. It wil! be just as with 
a hunted ani mal thal escapes falling into a p it only to 
be caught in a snare. (Compare Amos 5: 18, 19.) Jehovah's 
judgment power will be released from the heavens ;In<l will 
shake the very foundations of the land. Uke a drunken 
man, the land reels and falls, heavy with suih a nd unable 
to risc again. (Amos 5:2) Jehovah's judgment is final. Utter 
destruction and ruin will lxfaU the land. 

J ehovah WiU Reign in Glory 

II! Isaiah's prophecy now takes on a greater scope, poi nt­
ing to the fina l outworking of Jehovah's pu rpose: " It must 
occur in that day that Jehovah will turn his attention upon 
the army of the height in the height. and upon the kings 
of the ground upon the ground. And they will certo/nly be 
gathered with a gathering as of prisoners into the pit, and 
be shut up in the dungeon; and after an abundance of days 
they will be given attention. And the full moonl1as become 
abaslJed, and the glowillg sun has become asl70med, for 
Jehovah of armies has become king in Moulll Zioll alld in 
Jerusalem and ill fron t of his elderly men with glory." - Isa­
iah 24:21-23. 

19 "111e army of the height " may refe r to the! demonJc 
"world rulers of this darkot'SS, ... the wicked spirit fort'CS 
in the heavenly places." (E.phesians 6: 12) 111ese h ave had " 
powerful innuence on the world powers. (Daniel lO: 13, 20; 
I John 5: 19) Their goal is to turn people away from Jeho­
vah and h is pure worship. How well they succeed in se<luc­
ing Israel to follow the corrupt practices o f Ihe nations t hat 

18. 19. (a) To what mar Ut ile army of the ht!lght· refer. illld how 
are these gat hered · in the dungeon· ? (b) Ukely. how will "the army 
of the height W Ix' gh'cn attention ~d!er an abund~ncc of (lllY' - ? 
(cl ilow does Jeho\'ah gi\'e attention to · the king ... of thl.! ground-? 



Neither fh e sun nor tile moon will match Jehovah in glory 

surround them and thull merll God's divine judgment! 
But Salilll and his demons must answer to God when he 
nnally turns his atl'enrlon to them and to the rulers on 
ei.fth, " the kings of the ground lIpon the ground," whom 
they hilvc Innuenced to turn against Qxl <lnd to transgress 
his I<lws. (Revelallon 16:13, 14) Speaking symbolically, Isa­
Iah says that they will be gathered and "shut up in the 
dungeon." "After an abundance of days," perhaps when 
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Satan and his demons (but not "the kings of the ground 
upon the ground") are temporarily released at the end of 
the Thousand Year Reign of Jesus Chrlst, God will bring 
upon them the final punishment they deserve.-Rcvcla­
tion 20:3, 7·10. 

20 This part of Isaiah's prophecy thus lell the Jews with 
a wonderful assurance. In Jehovah's due time, he would 
bring about the fall of andent Babylon and restore the 
Jews to their homeland. In 537 B.C.f.., when he demon· 
strates his power and sovereignty in this way In behalf of 
his people, it could truly be said to them: "Your God has 
become king!" (lsaiah 52:7) In modern times, Jehovah 'be­
came king' in 1914 when he installed Jesus Christ as Klng 
in His heavenly Kingdom. (Psalm 96: to) He also 'became 
king' in 1919 when he demonstrated the power o f his king­
ship by liberating spiritual Israel from bondage to Babylon 
Ihe Great. 

21 Jehovah will again "become king" when he brings an 
end to Babylon the Great and the rest of this wicked sys­
tem of things. (Zechariah 14:9; Revelation 19: 1, 2, 19-21) 
Afterward, Jehovah's Kingdom rule will be so magnificent 
that neither the gleaming full moon .11 night nor the 
glowing sun at high noon will match it in glory. (Com­
pare Revelation 22:5.) They will be aShamed, so to speak, to 
compare themselves to the glorious Jehovah of armies. Je­
hovah will reign supreme. His almighty power and glory 
will be manifest to all. (Revelation 4:8·11; 5: 13, 14) What 
a marvelous prospect! At that time, the call of Psalm 97:1 
wUl resound throughout the earth in its grandest fulfill ­
ment: "Jehovah himself has become king! Let the earlh be 
joyful. Let the many islands rejoice." 

20. In both ancient alld mod~rn Urnes, how and when does Jeho­
vah "become IJng"? 
21. (a) How "111 'the full moon become abashed and the glowing 
su n become asllamed'? (b) What resounding call will h:we Its grand­
est fulfillmellt? 
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Jehovah's Hand Becomes High 

isaiah 25 :1- 27:13 

ISAlAH has deep love for Jehovah and delights in prais­
ing h im. He cries oul; "0 je/lovoh, you are my God. I exalt 
you, I laud your name.'" What helps the prophet to have 
such fine appreciation for h is Creator? A major factor is his 
knowledge o f Jehovah and of h is activities. Isaiah's next 
..... o rds reveal thls knowledge: " For you have done won· 
derful things, counsels from early times, in faithfulness, 
in trustworthiness. '" (Isaiah 25: 1) Uke Joshua before him, 
Isaiah knows that Jehovah Is fal Lhful and trustworthy 
and that all his "counsels"-Ihe things he purposes-come 
truc.-Joshua 23: 14. 

2 Th e coun sels of Jehovah Include h is judgment declara­
tions against Israel's enemlcs. /s<l lah now pronounces one 
of these: " You "ave made a city a pile of stones, a fortified 
town a crumbling ruin, a dwelling tower of strangers to be 
no city, wl,ich will not be rebuilt even to time indefinite. IF 

( Isaiah 25:2) What Is th is unnamed city? lsalah may be re­
ferring to Ar of Moab-Moab has long been at enmity with 
God's people! Or he Illay be referring to another, stronger 
cily- Uabylon.- Isaiah 15:1; Zephaniah 2:8,9 

3 How will Jehovah's enemies react when his counsel 

• Th~ "am~ /l.r prob;lbly means "aIY.· 

I. Why dots ISlIlah ha~ apWedallon for JelloYah? 
2. What (.'(lIUl,el of JehOYi\h does I~lah n()\\' pronounce, and what 
mlly be the oblect of this coun~J? 
J. In what way do Jehovah's cnemle1; glorify him? 
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aga inst their strong city comes true? '7hose who are a 
strong people wilf glorify you; the town of the tyrannical 
nations, they will fear you. H (Isaiah 25:3) It Is understand­
able that the enemies of the alm igh ty God will fear h im. 
How, though, do they glori fy him? Will they ab.1nclon 
their false goos and adopt pure worShip? Hardlyl R,llller, 
like Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, they glorify Jehovah 
whcn they are compelled to recognize his overwhelming 
supe riority.- Exodus \0:16, 17; 12:30·33; OanleI4:37. 

4 Today lithe town of the lyrannlc;l l natlons" Is "t ile great 
city that has a kingdom over the kings of the eanh," 
namely, " lJabylon the Great," the world empi re o f false re­
ligion. (Revelation 17:5, 18) The princip<, l part o f lhls em­
pire Is Christendom. How do the religious leaders of 
Christendom glorify Jehovah? By bitlerly conceding the 
wonderful things he has accomplished in behalf o f his 
Witnesses. Particularly in 1919 when Jehovah restored his 
servants to dynamic activity after their release from spIri­
tua l ca ptivity to Babylon the Great, these leaders "1Jcc;lmc 
frightened and gave glory 10 the God of heaven."-nevcla­
tion 11 :13.· 

oS Allhough fearsome when viC\vcct by h is enemies, Jeho­
vah Is a refuge to the meek and humble who want" to serve 
him. Religious and poli tical tyrants may Iry everythIng 10 
break Ihe faith of true worshi pers, but thl]' rail because 
these have absolute confidence in Jehovah. Evcntually, he 
easily silcn({'S hjs opposers. doing soas If he were covering 
the burning desert sun with a cloud or blocking the force 
of i l rainstorm wi th a wall.-Read Isoioll 25:4, 5 . 

• Sec RCI'/'/(ffillll - its Gnllld C UII/flX til NII/uf!, 1):18c 170. 

4. What "toll'n o f the t),ran nical Iwllum" c..:bh loJ:I),. and how dO(!\ 
even she have to glorif)' Jehova h? 
5. J low dOt'S Jehovah prolf.'(:t t l10!0e wl10 luI\'\; ab~oJlltc ("l.InfidcllU" 111 
him? 
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'A Banquct for All the Peoples' 

6 Uke a loving father, j ehovah not o nly protects but also 
feeds his children. especially Ill. a spirttual way. After Ilber4 

ating h is people In 1919, hc sci before them a victory ban­
quet, an abundant supply o f spiritual food: "Jel lovah of 
armies will certainly make for all tile peoples, in this moun4 

tain, a banquet of well40iled dIshes, a banquet of wine 
kept on the dregs, of wefl40ffed dishes filled with marrow, 
of wine kept on the dregs, filtered." - Isalall 25:6. 

7 The banquet Is spread In j ellov,lh's "mountain.n What 
is this mounL.1in? II Is "the momll'ain of the house of j e.­
hovah" to which all nations strea m "In the final part 
of the days." It Is jehovah's "holy mountain," where his 
faithful worsh ipers do no harm and cause no ruin. (lsaiah 
2:2; 11 :9) In this elevated place of worsh ip, Jehovah 
spreads his lush banquet for faithful ones. And the spiri4 
mal good things now supplied so generously forcshad4 

ow the physic,ll good things Ihal will be provided when 
God's Kingdo m becomes the sole government of man4 

kind. Then hunger will be no mo re. "There will come to 
be plenty of grai n on the earth; on the top of the moun4 

tains there will be an overnOw."- Psalrll 72:8, 16. 

B Those who now partake of the divinely provided Spir4 
itual feast have glorious prospects. LIsten to Isaiah's next 
words. Compming sin and dealh to a suffocating "woven 
work," o r "envelopmenl," he says: Hln this mountain Ue4 
hovah1 will certainly swallow lip the face of the envelop4 
ment that is enveloping over all tile peoples, and the WI)-­

ven work that is iflterwoven upon all the nations. He wifl 
actually swallow LIp death forever; and tile Sovereign Lord 

6, 7. (a) What kind of feast doeli Jehovah spread, and fOl whom? 
(b) What docs the banquet IlropheslL'd by l~, iah foreshadow? 
8, 9. (a) What tWO gl'1!31 t:!nemles of mankInd will be removed? Ex­
plain. (b) What will God do to remO\'t' the reproach o f hl~ people? 
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Jehovah will certainly wipe the tears from all faces. II - Isa­
ioh 25:7, 80. 

9 Yes, no more sin and death! (Revelation 21:3, 4) More­
over, the lying repro.lch that Jehovah's servan ts have en­
du red for thousands o f years will also be done away with. 
"The reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
eartll, for Jehova/l himself has spoken it. " ( Isaiah 2S:8b) 
How will this happen? Jehovah will remove the soun.:e of 
that repro.lch, Satan and h is seed. (Revelation 20: 1-3) Ut­
tie wonder that God's people will be moved to exclaim: 
"Look! This is our God. We Ilave hoped in him, and he will 
save us. This is Jehovah. We have hoped in him. Let lIS be 
joyful and rejoice in tile solvation by him. "-Isaiah 25:9. 

The Haughty Arc Abased 

10 jehovah saves those of his people who nwnifest Im­
rn i lity. However, Israel's neigh bor Moab is proud , and je­
hovah delests pride. (Proverbs 16: 18) Moab, therefore, i ~ 
slated for humiliation . "The hand of Jehovah will settle 
down on this mountain, and Moab must be trodden down 
in its place as when a straw heap is trodden dOW" in a ma­
nure place. And he must slap out his hands in the midst 
of it as when a swimmer sfaps them out to swim, and he 
musl abase its haughtiness with the tricky movements of 
'lis hands. And the fortified city, with your high walls of se­
curity, he must lay low; he must abase it. bring it into con­
toct with the earth, to the dust. "- Isaiah 25:10-12. 

11 jehovah's hand wUl "setlle down" on the Illountain 
or Moab. The result? Haughty Moab is to be slilpped anel 
trodden down as " in a manure plat'e. H In 15alilh's time, 
straw is trampled into piles of dung to make fertJ lil..er; so 

10, II . What harsh 1rt':l tlll<.'lIt lIoes Jeho\'ah reserve for Moab? 

"A banquet o( well-oiled dislles'" 
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Isaiah foretells humiliation for Moab, despite her high, 
seemingly secure walls. 

12 Why does Jehovah single out Moab fo r such harsh 
counsel? TIle Moabites are descendants of Lot, the neph­
ew of Abraham and a worshiper of Jehovah. Thus, they are 
not on ly neighbors of God's covenant nation but also rel­
atives. Despite this, they have adopted false gods and man­
ifested hard-set enmity toward Israel. They deserve their 
fate. In thiS, Moab is like the enemies of Jehovah's ser­
vants today. She is especially like Christendom, wh lch 
claims to have roots in the first-century Christian congre­
gation but which, as seen earlier, is the principal part of 
Babylon the Great. 

A Song of Salvation 

13 What of God's people? Thrilled. to have Jehovah's fa­
vor and protection, they raise their voices in song. " In that 
day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 'We have 
a strong city. He sets salvatian itself for walls and ram­
part. Open the gates, YOLI men, that the righteous nation 
that is keeping faithful conduct may enter.'H (Isaiah 26: 
7,2) While these words no doubt had a fulfi llment in an­
cient times, they also have a clear fu lfillment today. Jeho­
vah's "righteous nation," spiritual Israel, is endowed with 
a strong, d tyUke organization. What a cause for re joicing, 
for song! 

14 What kind of people come into this "city"? The song 
gives the answer: "The inclination that is well supported 
you [God] will safeguard in continuous peace, because it is 
in you that one is made to trust. Trust in Jehovah, you peo­
ple, for all times, for in Jah Jehovah is the Rock of times in-

12. Why l~ Moab singled out ror Jehovah's judgment declaration? 
13, 14 . What "strong city" does God's people have today, lind who 
are allowed to enter It? 
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definite." (Isaiah 26:3, 4) "The inclination" Jehovah sup­
ports is the desire to obey his righteous principles and to 
trust in him, not In the floundering commercial, politi­
cal, and religious systems of the world. "Jah Jehovah" is 
the only reliable Rock of security. Those having full confi ­
dence in Jehovah receive his protection and enjoy "con­
tinuous peace."-Proverbs 3:5, 6; Philippians 4:6,7. 

is What a contrast to what happens to the enemies 
of God's people! "He has laid low those inhabiting the 
heigh~ the elevated town. He abases it, he abases it to 
the earth; he brings it in touch with the dust. The foot will 
trample it down, the feet of the afflicted one, the steps 
of the lowly ones." (Isaiah 26:5, 6) Again, Isaiah may 
be here referring to an "elevated town" in Moab, or he 
may mean some other city, such as Babyloll, which is cer­
tain ly elevated in haughtiness. Whatever the case, Jeho­
vah has turned the tables on "the elevated town," and his 
'lowly and afflicted ones' trample it. Today this prophe­
cy aptly fIts Babylon the Great, particularly Christen­
dom. In 1919 this "elevated town" was forced to release 
Jehovah 's people-a hu­
miliating fall-and they, i.n 
turn, have taken to tram­
pling upon their old cap­
tor. (Revelation 14:8) How? 
By publicly announcing 

15. l'low ha~ ~the elevated 
town" been abased today, and in 
what way do "the feet of the af· 
flkt\'d on\''' tr~mp!1; it? 

Babylon is trompled under 
the feet of those who were 
prisoners 
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Jehovah's coming \'cng1..':l!1cc upon hcr.-Itevelatioll 8:7-
12; 9:14-19. 

Desiring Righteousness 
and J chov;:l h 's "Memorial" 

16 After this Irlulllphn nt song, 15t1I..111 reveals the depth 
of his own devotion and Iht! rewards uf ~ervillg the God 
of righteollsncsl>. ( Reacl Isalall 26:7-9. ) 'n,,, prophet pro­
vides a line example of 'hoping i ll Jehovah' .lnd of hav­
ing a th:.'Cp desire fOl' )c hovah'l> "'name'" and "memorial. II' 
What is Jehovah's memorial"! Exodus 3: 15 says: "Jehovah 
" . is my name to lime Indermlte, and this is the memo­
rial of me to generation ufter &ell er.ltlon.~ Isaiah cherish­
es Jehovah's name and all that It stands for, Including His 
righteous slimdllrds and ways. Those who cul liv;lte a simi­
lar love fo r Jehovah are assured of his blcsslng.- Psalm 5:8; 
25:4,5; 135: 13; I losea 12:5. 

]7 i\ot all, however, love jCh{)Vilh illld his lofty stan­
dards. (Read IsaiDh 26: 70.) The wicked, even when Invll­
cd, sttlbbornly refuse to lean l righteousness In order 10 en­
ter "the land o( straigfltforwarcilless," the. land Ql'cl.Ipied by 
jehovah's morally and spiritually Slr:l lghtforw:lrd servants. 
Consequently. the wicked "will riot see tile emitlence of Je­
hovah. "They wil! nO( live 10 {'n ioy the blessings that will 
flow to mankind ilftcr Jcho"ah'~ name has been sancH­
fled. Even in the lIew world, when Ihe whole earth will be 
a "land of slraightforwimlness," ~Ille l1lay fail to respond 
to jehovah's l uvinJ.:- kl ndn~~. r ile names of such olles will 
not be written in the hook of II(I:.- !.~illilh 65:20; l~eve l,1-
lion 20:12, IS. 

16. "'hal rille e.\olrnr1e o f dc\'ullUIl IIUI,.'I; Jsoloh wI? 
17. Wh~t IlrMI('j.(e~ will be IYlthl1l'ld from the wlcM~d? 

"Enter in to your (llterior rooms'" 
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t8 "0 Jehovah, your hand has become high, but they do 
not behold it. They will behold and be ashamed at the zeal 
for your people. Yes, the very fire for your own adversaries 
will eat them up." (Isaiah 26:71) In Isa iah's day, the hand 
of Jehovah has shown itself to be exalted when Jehovah 
protects his people by acti ng against their enemies. But 
most have not recognized this. Such ones, spiritually blind 
hy choice, wiU eventually be forced to "behold," or ac­
knowledge, Jehovah when they arc eaten up by the fire of 
his zea l. (Zephaniah 1:18) God later says to Ezekiel: "They 
will have to know that I am Jehovah."-Ezekiel 38:23. 

"Whom Jehovah Loves He Disciplines" 

19 Isaiah knows that any peace and prosperity that his fel­
low countrymen enjoy is due to Jehovah's blessing. "0 Je­
hovah, you will adjudge peace to us, because even all our 
works you have performed for us. H (Isaiah 26:12) In spite 
of this and in spite of Jehovah's having set before his peo­
ple the opportunity to become "a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation," Judah has had a checkered history. (Exodus 
19:6) Repeatedly, her people have turned to the worship 
of false gods. As a result, time after time they have been 
disciplined. Such discipline, however, is evidence of Jeho­
vah's love because "whom Jehovah loves he disciplines." 
- Hebrews 12:6. 

20 Often, Jehovah disciplines his people by allowing oth­
er nations, "other masters, H to dominate them. (Read lsa~ 
iah 26:73.) In 607 B. C.E., he allows the Babylon ians to 
take them into exile. Does this benefi.t them? Suffering 
in itself does not benefi.t a person. However, if the 5uffer~ 
er learns from what happens, repents, and gives Jehovah 

18. In what way are some in Isaiah's day blind by choice, and when 
will t hey be forced t() "behold" Jehovah? 
19, 20. Why and how has j€h()vah disciplined his people, and who 
haY(' I)cnefited from such discip li ne ?" 



lelwm/!'s H'HUf Becomes High 281 

exclusive devotion, Olen he benefits. (Deuteronomy 4:25-
31) Do any jews show godly repentance? Yes! lsajah says 
prophetically: " By you only shall we make mention of your 
name." After their return from exile in 537 B.CR, the jews 
often need disLipline for olher si ns, but they fleve r again 
fa ll prey to worshiping gods of stone. 

21 What of Judah's captors? " Impotent in death, they 
will not rise up. Therefore you have turned your attention 
that you might annihilate them and destroy all mention of 
them." (Isaiah 26: 74) Babylon will suffer for the cruelties 
visiled upon jehovah's chosen nation. By means of the 
Mcdcs and the PerSians, Jehovah will overturn proud Bab­
ylon and free his exiled people. That great city, Babylon, 
will be rendered impotent, as good as dead. Eventually, 
she will cease to exist. 

Z2 In the modern fulfillmen t, a remnant of chastened 
spiritual Is rael was set free from Babylon the Great and 
resto red to jehovah's service in 1919. Revitalized, anoint­
ed Christians threw themselves into their preaching work. 
(Matthew 24: 14) In turn, Jehovah has blessed them with 
increase, even bringing In a great crowd of "other Sheep" 
to serve with them. Uoh n 10:16) "You have added to the 
nation; 0 Jehovah, you have added to the nation; you have 
910rified yourself. You have extended afarall the borders of 
the land. 0 Jehovah, durin9 distress they have turned their 
attention to you; they have poured out a whisper of prayer 
when they had your disciplining." - Isaiah 26: 75, 16. 

"Th ey Will Ri se Up" 

23 Isaiah returns to the si tuation facing Judah while she 

21. What will happen to those who haw oppressed God's people? 
22. In modem timc~, how have God's people been bl6sl'd? 
23. (a) What outstanding demonstration o f Jehovah's power oc· 
curs In 537 B.C. E.? (b) What similar demomt.ratloJl occurred In 
1919 C.E.? 
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is sti ll captive to Babylon. He compares the nation to II 
wo man who is in labor but who Wilholll help Is unable 
to give birth. (Read Isoiol1 26: 17, 18.) Thai help comes 
in 537 B.C. E., and Jehovah's people return to their home­
land, cager to rebuild the temple and restore true worship. 
In eft'cl1", the nation is raised from the clead. "Your dead 
ones will five. A corpse of mine- they will rise up. Awake 
and cry out joyfully, you residents ;11 the dusl! For your 
dew Is as the dew of mallows, and tile eartll itself will let 
even those impotent ill death drop;11 blrtiJ." (/5aloI126: 19) 
What a demonstration of Jehovah's power! ]:urtllcr, what 
a great dcmorntration there was when these words ..... e re 
fulfilled In a spiritual sense in 19191 (nevelation 11 :7- 1l) 
And how'\'C look forward to the time when these words 
are fu lfilled in a li tera l way in the new ",,"'Orld and those im­
pOlent in death ' hear Jesus' voice and come out ' from the 
memo rial tombs! - Jo hn 5:28, 29. 

24 However, if fai thful ones arc to enjoy the spiritual 
blessings promised through Isal:lh, they must obey Jel1o­
vah's commands: "Go, my people, enter in to your interi­
or rooms, and shut your doors behind you. Hide yourself 
(or but a moment until the denunciation passes over. For, 
look! Jehovah is coming (orth (rom his place to call to ac­
count the error of the inhabitont of t/Je land aga;" st 111m, 
and the lond will certainly expose her bloodS/led and will 
no longer cover over her killed ones." (Isa;oll 26:20, 21; 
compare Zephaniah I :14.) This passage may have :In Ini­
tial fu lfillment when the Medes and the PersIans, led by 
King Cyrus, conquer Babylon in 539 B.C. E. According to 
the GR'ck historian XenopllOl1, wht' ll Cyrus enters !Jab-

24, 25. fa] IlolV may thejclYS 11I 539 11.C£ h.1I'~ <lb('y(odjchov:lh 's 
command to hide themselves? (b) "'\' 11111 mHy the "Intefl or rooms~ 
point to In modern times, a nd \'I'hal allll udt' nll~ 1 we ('ulttva te 10-
w:mllhcst'? 
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ylon, be commands everyone to stay In their ho mes be­
cause his cavalry has uorders to cut down all who m they 
found o ut o f doors," Today, the ~ i nterlor rooms" o f this 
prophecy could be closely linked with the tens of thou­
sands o f congregations o f Jehovah's people around the 
world, Such congregatio ns will contin ue to playa key role 
In our lives, even th rough "the great tribu lation ." (Revela­
tio n 7:14) How vital that we maintain a wholesome atti­
tude toward the congregation and regularly associate with 
\t!- Hebrews 10:24, 25. 

2S Soon the end will come for Satan's world. How Jeho­
vah will protect his people during that fear-inspiring time, 
we do not yet knO\ ..... (Zephan iah 2:3) However, we do 
know that our survival will depend o n our faith in Jeho­
vah and ou r loyalty and obedience to him. 

26 Looking toward I hal time, Isaiah prophesies: "'n that 
day Jehovah, with his hard and great and strong sword, 
will tum his ottention to uvlathan, tile gliding serpen~ 
even to Levlatllan, the crooked serpent, and lie will cer­
tainly kill the sea monster thot is in tIle sea. H (Isaiah 27: 1) 
In the initial fu lfillme nt, Nl.evIathan" refers to the coun­
tries to which Israel has been scattered, such as Babylon, 
Egypt, and Assyria. These countries will be unable to pre­
vent the return o f Jehovah's people to their homeland at 
the proper time. Whol Ulough, Is the modern-<lay Levia­
than? It appears to be Satan-"the original serpent"-and 
his wicked system of things here on earth, his tool for war· 
ring against spiritual Is rael. (Revelation 12:9, 10; 13: 14, 16, 
17; 18:24) "Leviathan" lost his hold on God's people In 
1919, and soon he will disappear altogether when Jehovah 
will "certainly kUl the sea monster." Meantime, nothing 

26. What Is "1.evlathan" In lu lmh's day and In our day, and what 
happens to this .~.1 mOftSte r"1 
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"LevialhanH may try to do against Jehovah's people will 
have real success.- Jsalah 54: 17. 

"A Vi neyard of FOilln ing Wine" 

27 With another song. Isaiah now beauti full y lLIuSlrntcs 
the fruitfu lness o( Jehovah's frel'<.l people: " III that day 

27, 211. (a) Wilh what ha~ lchoyah '~ vineyard rlilcd the whole 
earth? (b) How d~'S Jehovah protect his vineyard? 
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"A Great Horn " Hera lds liberty 

In 607 B.CE., judah's.pa ins increase when jehovah 
dlsclplines his wayward nation with the stroke of exile. 
(Read Isaiall 27:7. 11.) The nation's error Is too great to 
be atoned for by animal sacri fices. So, as one might scat· 
let sheep or goats with "a scare cry" or might "blast" 
leaves away with a strong wind, Jehovah expels Isra· 
el from their homeland. Thereafter, even weak peoples, 
symbolized by the femin ine sex, are able to exploit what 
remain s In the land. 

However, the time comes for jehovah to deliver his 
people from captivity. He frees them as a farmer might 
free olives held prisoner, so to speak, on trees. Nit must 
occur in thot day that Jehovah will beat off the fruit, 
from the ((ow/fig stream of the River (Euphrates] to tile 
torrent valley of Egypt, and so you yourselves will be 
picked up one after the other, 0 SOIlS of Israel. And it 
must occur in that day that there will be a blowing on 0 

great /Jam, and those who are perishing in the land of 
Assyria and those who are dispersed in the land of Egypt 
will certainly come and bow dow" to Jehovall In the 
Iioly mountain in Jerusalem." (Isaiah 27: '2, (3) Follow­
ing his victory In 539 B.CE., Cyrus Issues a decree freeing 
alllhe Jews in his empire, which includes lhose In Assyr. 
ia and Egypt. (Ezra 1 :1 ·4) It is as if"a great horn" sound· 
ed, echoing the anthem of freedom for God's people, 

sing to IIet; you people: ';4 vineyard of foaming wine! 
I, Jellovah, am safeguarding her. Every moment I shall 
water her. 111 order that no one may tum his attention 
against lIer, I sholl safeguard her evetl tl lgllt and day.'" 
(Isaiah 27:2, 3) The remnan t of spirllual Israel and their 
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hardworking associates have indeed filled the entire earth 
with spiritual produce. What a cause for celebration-for 
song! All credit goes to Jehovah, the one lovingly attend· 
Ing to his vlneyard.-Comp.u c john 15:1-8. 

28 Truly. Jehovah's earlier anger has bC<!n replaced by joy! 
"There is no rage that I hove. W/lo will give me thorn­
bushes and weeds in the bottle? I will step on such. I 
will set such on fire ot the same time. Otherwise let him 
raKe hold of my stronghold, let him make peace with me; 
peace let him make with me,N (/soiah 21:4, S) To en­
sure thai his vines con tinue to produce an abundance of 
"fomn ing wine," Jehovah crushes and consumes as with 
fire any wcedlike influence that could corrupt his vine­
yard. lience, let no one endanger the welfare of the Chris­
tian congregation! Rather, let all 'take hold of Jehovah's 
stronghold,' seeking his favor and protection. In so do­
Ing, Ihey make peace wit h God-something so Important 
that Isaiah mentions It twice. The result? "In the coming 
days Jacob will take root, Israel will put forth blossoms and 
octuaffy sprout; and they wiff simply (Iff the surface of the 
productive land with produce." ( /saioll 27:6)' What won­
derful evidence of Jehovah's pO\ver the fu lfillment of this 
verse Is! Since 1919, anointed ChristJans have filled the 
earth with "produce,'" nourishing spiritual food. As a re­
su lt, they have come 10 be joined by millions of loyal oth­
er sheep, who together with them "arc rendering IGodl sa­
cred service day and nlght.H (nevelation 7: 15) In the midst 
of a corrupt world, these Joyfully maintain his elevated 
standards. And Jehovah continues to bless them with in­
crease. May we Dever lose sight of I he grand privilege of 
1)'1rtaklng of "produce" and shari ng it with others through 
ou r own shout of pra ise! 

• bntllh 27;7· 13 Is discuued In lhe box OI1 I);lgC 285. 



CHA PTER TWENTY·TWO 

Isaiah Foretells Jehovah's 
'Strange Deed' 

Isaiah 28:1- 29:24 

FOR (I brief moment, Israel and Judah feel secure. Their 
ICildcrs have forged po li tical aliianct.'S with larger, more 
powerful niliions, in an effort to find S.1(Cty In a dangerous 
world. Sama ria, the capital of Israel, has HUllL'd to neigh­
boring Syria, whHe Jerusalem, the capital of Judah, has 
rested her hope on ruthless Assyria. 

2 In addition to putting their trust In ncw political 
allles, some in the northern kingdom may expect Jeho­
vah to protect them- despite thclr continuing to use gold. 
en cnlves In worship. Judah is likewise convi nced that she 
eilll COll nt on Jehovah's protection. Afler all, is not Jeho­
vah's temple located in Jerusalem, thei r capltil ' city? But 
there arc unexpected events ahead for both nations. Jeho­
vah implrcs Isaiah to foretell developments thai will seem 
truly strange to h is waY'-vard people. And his words contain 
vltallessons for everyone today. 

"The Drunkards of Ephraim" 
J Isaiah begi ns his prophecy with startling words: " Woe 

to the eminent crown of the drunkards of Epllraim, alld 
tlJe fadlrlg blossom of its decoration of beauty that is 
upon tile head of the ferWe volley of those overpowered 
by willel Look! Jehovah hal someone ltrol lg ond V;goraUl. 
Uke a thunderous storm of hail, . . , he will certainly do 

I, 2. Why do Israel and Judah f~'C t ~~'1:uIl:7 
3, .. . Of wll: .. Is Ih~ oorthern kingdom of lsrdci proud? 
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a co~tin9 down to the earth with force. With the feet the 
eminent crowns of tile drunkards of Ephraim will be lrom­
pled down." - Isaiah 28: 1-3. 

4 Ephraim, the most prominent of the ten northern 
tribes. has come to stand for the entire kingdom of Isra· 
el. Its capital, Samaria, en joys a beautiful and command­
ing localio n at "the head of the fertile valley." Ephr.til1l '~ 
leaders are proud of their "eminent crown" of indepen­
dence from the Davidic kingship in Jerusalem. Ilul they 
are "drunkards," spi ritually inebriated becau~c of their al­
liance wit h Syria against Judah. Everything they cherish is 
about to be trampled under the feetar invadcrs.-Compa re 
is.1iah 29:9. 

S Ephraim does not realize Us pre(ariolls posilion. Isaia h 
continll~: '7he fading flower of ilS decoration of beau· 
ty r/lor is upon the head of the fertile valley must become 
like the early fig before summer, tlwt. when the seer sees 
it., while it is yet in lIis palm, he swallows it dowll ." (lsa­
loll 28:4) Ephraim will fall into the hand of Assyria, a 
sweet morsel to be consumed in a single bite. Is there no 
hope, I hen? Well, as is so often the casc, Isa iah's Judgmem 
prophecies are tempered with hope. Even though the na­
tion falls, faithful individuals will survive, with Jchov.lh's 
help. "Jehovah of armies will become as a crown of decora­
tio" and as a garland of beauty to the ones remaining over 
of his people, and as a spirit of justice to tile one sitUng ill 
the judgment. and as mightineu to those turning away the 
battle from the gate. It-Isaiah 28:5, 6. 

"They Have Gone AstrayH 

6111e day of rt'Ckoning for Samaria comes in 740 " .C.E. 

S. What i, i.sra('I'l precarious posidon, hut what hope ~ lulllh 
ho ld oul? 
6. Whell d~ brolci meet her deml.\t', but wh)' sh(XJld Jud~" nvt 
810;111 



C/lristendom lias relied on alllonces with human rulers 
rutll er than Oil God 

when the J\.ssyrlans clcvast'<l t'c the land and the northern 
kingdom ceases to exist ;)s an independent nation . What 
about Judah? Her land wIll be Invaded b}' Assyria, and lat­
er Babylon will destroy her capital city. Bul during Isa­
Iah's lifetime, Judah's temple and priest hood will remain 
in operation and her prophets will continue to prophesy. 
Should Judah gloat over the coming demise of her north­
ern neighbor? Certain ly noll Jehovah wiU also seltle ac­
counts with Judah and her leaders for their disobedience 
and lack of fai th. 

7 Directing his message to Judah, ls.1iah continues: "And 

7. In what way are Judah's leaders drunk, and with what results? 





2<) 1 

these alsa-because of wine they lJave gone astray and 
because of intoxicatlng liquor Ihey Ilave wandered abouL 
Priest and prophet- they "ave gone astray because of in­
toxicating liquor, they /Jave become confused as a result of 
the wine, they hove wandered obout as a result of the in­
toxicating liquor, they have gone astray In tlleir seeing, they 
have reeled as 10 decision, For the tables themselves IlOve 
all become full of molY vom/l- Lllere is no place without 
it." (Isaiah 28:7, 8) How dl ~gll~tl ng! Liter:1 1 drunkenness in 
God's house would be bad enough. But these priests and 
prophets are spiritually intox icated-their mind5 becloud­
ed by overconfidence In human alliances. They have de. 
ceived themselves into thi nking that their course is the 
a nJy practical one, perhaps believing lhal they now have 
a Ih'lckup plan in case Jcho\'ah'~ prolC<.'lion proves inade­
quate. In their spiritu ally Inebriated stale, thcse religious 
leaders spew out revolting, unclean cxp~ions thai betray 
their grievous lack or genll ine ralth in God's pro mises. 

8 How do Judllb 's leaders fe,le\ to Jehov(lh's warn ing? 
They mock Isaiah, accusing him of speaking to them as 
if thcy were Infants: " Wllom will one instruct in knowl­
edge, and whom will one make understand what has 
been heard? 71lOse wllo have been weaned from the milk. 
those moved away from the breasts? For It is 'com­
mand upon command, command upon commond, meo­
suring line upon measuring line, measuring line upon 
measuring line, here a little, there a Iittle.'N (Isoioh 28:9, 
10) How repetitious .md strange IsaIah sounds [Q them ! He 
keeps rcpeating h imself, saying: 'This Is what Jchovilh has 
commanded! ThIs Is what Jehovah has cornnHII1d('d! This 

8. Whal is the response \0 Isaiah's message? 

Jehovah carries out his 'strange deed' wilen lie allows 
Babylon to destroy Jerusalem 
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is Jehovah's standard! This is Jehovah's standard!'* But Je­
hovah will soon "speak" to the inhabitants of Judah by 
means of action. He will send against them the armies of 
Babylon-foreigners who reaDy do speak a di fferent lan­
guage. TIlose armies will certainly carry out Jehovah's 
"command upon command," and Judah will fa ll.-Read 
Isaiah 28:11-13. 

Spiritual Drunkards Today 

9 Were L.,aJah's prophecies fulfilled o nly o n andent Israel 
and Judah? By no means! Both Jesus and Paul quoted his 
words and applied them to the nation of their day. (Isaiah 
29: 10, 13; Matthew 15:8, 9; Romans 11 :8) Today, too, a sit­
uation has arisen like that of Isaiah's day. 

10 This time, it is the religious leaders of Christen­
dom who put their faith in politics. They stagger about 
unsteadily, like the drunkards of Israel and Judah, Interfer­
ing in political matters, rejoicing at being consulted by the 
so-called great ones of th is world. Instead of speaki ng pure 
Bible truth, they speak uncleanness. Their spiritual vision 
is blurred, and they are not safe guides for mankind.-Mat­
thew 15:14. 

11 How do the leaders of Christendom react when Jeho­
vah's Witnesses draw their attention to the only true hope, 
God's Kingdom? They do not understand. To them, the 
Witnesses seem to be babbling repetitiously, like babes. 
The religiOUS leaders look down on these messengers and 

• In thl:' ortglnal Hebrew, isaiah 28: 10 Is a repetitious rhyme, rather 
like a child 's nursery rhyme. Thus, Isalah'5 message sounded tepell­
Iious and chlidlsh to the religious leaders. 

9, 10. When and how haV1! Isaiah's words had meaning for later gen­
erations? 
11. How do the leaders or Christendom react to the good news of 
God's Kingdom? 
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mock them. like the Jews of Jesus' day, they do not want 
God's Kingdom nor do they want their flocks to hear about 
it. (Matthew 23; 13) Hence, they are put on notice that Je­
hovah will not always speak by means of his harmless 
messengers. The time will come when those who do not 
subject themselves to God's Kingdom will be "broken and 
ensnared and caught," yes, utterly destroyed. 

itA Covenant With Death" 

12 Isaiah continues his pronouncement: "You men have 
said: 'We have concluded a covenant with Death; and with 
Sheol we have effected a visian; tile overflowing flash flood, 
in case it should pass through, will not come to us, for we 
have made a lie our refuge and in falsehood we have con­
cealed ourselves.'" (Isaiah 28:14, 1S) Judah's leaders brag 
that their political alliances insulate them from defeat. 
They feel that they have made "a covenant with Death" to 
leave them alone. But their ho llow refuge will not shield 
them. Their alliances are a lie, a falsehood. Similarly today, 
Christendom's close relationship with the leaders of the 
world will not protect h er when Jchovah's time for her ac­
counting comes. Indeed, it will prove to be her undoing. 
-Revelation 17; 16, 17. 

13 Where, then, should these religious leaders be look­
ing? Isaiah now records Jehovah's promise: "Here I am 
laying as 0 foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, 
the precious comer of a sure foundation . No one exercis­
ing faith will get panicky. And I will make justice the mea­
suring line and righteousness the leveling instrumen~ and 
the hail must sweep away the refuge of a lie, and the wa­
ters themselves will flood out the very pfa:;e of conceal­
ment. " ( Isaiah 28: 16, 17) Not long after Isa iah speaks these 

12. What is Judah's supposed Pcovenant wIth Death~ ? 
13. Who is the -tried stone/ and how has Christendom rejected 
him? 
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words, faithful King Hezckiah Is enthroned in Zion, and 
his kingdom Is saved, not by neighboring a llies, but by Je­
hovah's intervention. However, these inspired words are 
not fulfilled in Hezeldah. The apostle Peter, quoting Isa­
iah's words, showed that Jesus Christ, a distant descendant 
of Hezekiah, is the "tried stone" and that no o ne exercis­
ing faith in Him need have any fear. (1 Peter 2:6) How sad 
that the leaders of Christendom, while caUiog themselves 
Christian, have done what Jesus refused to do l They have 
sought prominence and JXnver in this world rather than 
wait on Jehovah to bring about his Kingdom under Jesus 
Christ the King.-Malthew 4:8-10. 

14 When "the overflOWing fl ash floodH of Babylon's ar­
mies passes through the land, Jehovah will expose Ju­
dah's poli tical refuge as the lie that it is. NYour covenant 
with Death will certainly be dissolved, ,. says Jehovah . "The 
overflowing flash flood, when It passes through-you must 
also become for it a trampling place. As offen as it passes 
through, ... it must become nothing but a reason for quak­
ing to make others understand what has been heard. N (Isa­
iah 28: 18, 79) Yes, there is a powerful lesson to be learned 
from what happens to those who d aim to serve Jehovah 
but who instead put thei r confidence in alliances with the 
nations. 

IS Consider the position in wh ich these leaders of Judah 
now fmd themselves. 'The couch has proved too short for 
stretching oneself on, and the woven sheet itself Is too nar­
row when wrapping oneself up." (Isaiah 28:20) It is as if 
they were to lie down to take their ease, but In vain. Either 
their feet stick out in the cold or they pull up their legs and 
the cover is too narrow to wrap up in to keep warm. Thi.s 
was the uncomfortable situation in Isaiah's day. And it is 

14. When willJudah'~ · covenant with Death" be dissolved? 
15. How does Isa iah illustrate the inadequacy of Judah's protection? 
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the situation today for any who put their trust in Christen­
dom's refuge of a lie. How disgusting that as a result of in­
volving themseLves in politics, some of Christendom's re­
ligious leaders have found thems~l ves implicated in such 
terrible atrocities as ethnic cleansing and genocide! 

Jehovah's 'Strange Deed ' 

16 The fina l outcome of affairs will be completely con­
trary to what Judah's religious leaders are hoping for. Jeho-­
vah will do something strange to the spiritual drunkards 
of Judah. "Jehovah will rise up just as at Mount Perazim, he 
will be agitated just as In the low plain near Gibeon, that 
he may do his deed- Ms deed is strange-and that he may 
work his work-his work is unuSilal." (Isaiah 28:21) In the 
days of King David, jehovah gave his people notable victo-­
ries over the Philistines at Mount Perazim and on the low 
plain of Gibeon. ( I Chronicles 14:10-16) In the days oOosh­
ua, he even caused the sun to stand still over Gibeon so 
that the victory of Israel over the Amorites could be com­
plete. (joshua 10:8-14) That was most unusual! Now Jeho­
vah will flght again but th is time against those who profess 
to be his people. Could anything be more strange or unusu­
al? Not in view of the fact that Jerusalem is the center of 
Jehovah's worship and the dty of Jehovah's anointed king. 
Up to now, the royal house of David lnjerllsalem has nev­
er been overthrown. Nevertheless,jehovah will surely carry 
Oll t h is 'strange deed.'-Compare Habakkuk 1:5-7. 

17 Therefore, Lsaiah cautions: "Do not show yourselves 
scoffers, in order that your bands may not grow strong, for 
there is an extermination, even something decided upon, 
that I have heard of from the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of 
armies, for all the land. N (Isaiah 28:22) Nthough the 

16. What is Jehovah's 'strange deed: and why Is this work unusual? 
t 7 . ..... 'hal effect wlll scoffing have 011 the fulfillment of Isaiah's 
prophecy? 



296 /$ulah'j Prophery- Llgh t (or All M",II:I ,,~1 f 

leaders scoff, Isaiah's message is true. He has heard It from 
Jehovah, with whom those leaders arc in a covenant re la­
Uonship. Similarly today, the religiOUS leaders of Christen­
dom scoff when they hear of Jehovah's 'strange deed.' They 
even rant and rave. But t he mcssage Jehovah's Witnesses 
proclaim is true. II is fou nd in the Bible, a book that those 
leaders claim to represent. 

18 As for sincere individuals who do nOt fo llow those Icad­
ers, Jehovah will readjust them and restore them to his fa· 
vor. (Read Isaiah 28:23-29.) Just as a fa rmer uses gentler 
methods to thresh a more delicate grain, such as cumin, 
so Jehovah adjusts his discipline according to the individ­
ual and the circumstances. He is never arbitrary or heavy­
handed but acts with a view to the potential rehabilitation 
o f err ing ones. Yes, if individuals respond to Jehovah's ap. 
peal, there is hope, Similarly today, wh ile the fate of Chris­
tendom as a whole is sealed, any Individual who sub jects 
himself to Jehovah's Kingdom can avoid th e coming ad­
verse judgment. 

Woe to J e rusalem! 

19 What, though, is Jehovah now speaking about? " Woe 
to Ariel, to An'el, the town where David encampedl Add 
year upon year; you people; let the festivals run the round. 
And I have to make things tight for Ariel, and there must 
come to be mourning and lamentation, and she must be­
come to me as the of tar hearth of God." (Isaiah 29: 7, 2) 
"Ariel" possibly means "The Altar Hearth of God,'" and 
he re it evidently refers 10 Jerusalem . That Is where the tem­
ple with its a ltar of sacrifice is located. llle Jews follow the 
routine of holding festivals and offering sacrifi ces there, 

18. 1·101',' does Isaiah illustra te Jehovah's balance when admlnisfer· 
Ing discipline? 
19. In what way i$ Jerwalem to become an "altar hell rth,· and when 
and how does this take place? 
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but Jehovah takes no pleasure In thei r worship. (Hosea 6:6) 
Rather, he decrees t hat t he city itself is to become an "altar 
hearth " In a d iffe rent sense. Ukc an allar, it will run wit h 
blood 'Ind be subjected 10 fire. Jehovah even descril:M!s how 
Ihls will happen: "I must encamp Of! all sides against you, 
and / must loy siege 10 you with 0 palisade and raise up 
against you slegeworJcs . And you must become low so that 
you will speak from the very earth, and as (rom the dust 
your soylng will sound low." (Isaiah 29:3, 4) This is ful­
filled for Judah and Jerusalem In 607 B.C.E. when the Bab­
ylonian army besieges and destroys the city and burns the 
tempie. Jerusalem Is brought down as low as the ground 
o n which she was built. 

20 Before that fateful time, Judah does from time to time 
have a kin g who obeys Jehovah's Law. What then? Jeho­
vah fig hts fo r h is people. Even though the enemy maycov­
er the land, they become like "'fine powde~ and "'chaff. " 
In his own due time, Jehovah disperses them "'w,'th thun­
der and willI quakIng and with a great sound, storm wind 
and tempest, and tile flame of a devouring fire. N - Isaiah 
29:5, 6, 

ZI Hostile armies may eagerly anticipate sacking Jerusa­
lem and gorging themselves on the spoils of war, But they 
are In for a rude awaken ing! Uke a starvi ng man who 
drea ms that he Is feasting and then wakes up as hungry 
as ever, the encmil'S of Judah will not enjoy the feast that 
they so eagerly anUdpate. (Read Isaiah 29:7, 8.) Consid­
er what happens to the Assyrian army under Sennacher­
Ib when It IhreatensJerusalem In faith fu l King Heze1dah's 
day. (Isaiah, chaplers 36 and 37) In one night, without a 
human hand bei ng raised, the fear-inspiring Assyrian war 
machine Is turned back- 185,OOO of Its valiant warriors 

20. What will be the Illl!n,atc fate o f God', enemlei? 
21. P.xplaln the llIustratioll at isaiah 29:7, 8. 
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dC;ld! Dreams of conquest will again be frustrated whl'n 
the war machine of Gog of Magog gcars up aga inst Jeho­
vah's IX!Oplc in the ncar future.-uekiel 38: 10.. 12; ]9:6, 7. 

22 At the time lba t Isaiah utters tbis portion of Ids proph­
ecy. the leaders o f Judith do not have fa ith like that u f I le,,­
cki;lh. They have drunk themselves in to a !ipirltua l stupo r 
by mc,ms of their al limKcs with ungodl)' nations. HUnger. 
you men, and be amazed; blind yourselves, and be blind­
ed. They have become intoxicated, but lIot with wine; they 
hove moved unsteadily, but liar because of intoxicating 11-
quor. " ( Isaiah 29:9) Spiri rual ly drunk, these lcadt'rs arc un­
ahle to discern the import oC the vision given loJehoVilh '1> 
true prophet. Is,liah siales: "Upon you met! Jehovah has 
poured a spirit of deep sleep; and he closes your eyes, tile 
prophetl, and he has covered even your heads, the vision­
aries. And for you men the vision of everytllJng becomes 

Those wllo used to be 
splrltLlolly deaf COil Nllear H the Word o f God 
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like the words of the book tllot has been seoled up, which 
they g ive to someone knowing the writing, soying: 'Read 
this out loud, please,,' and he hos to soy: " am unable, for 
it is sealed up'; and the book must be given to someone 
that does not know writing, somebody soying: 'Read this 
out loud, please,' alld he l1as to soy: ' I do not know writing 
at all. It. - Isaiah 29: 10· 12. 

2J Judah ·s rellglolls leaders profess to be s piritually dis­
lTeet, but they haw teft Jehovah. They teach instead Ihei r 
own IwislL'(1 Ideas of rlghl and wrong, justifying their 
fait h less and Immorat activities and thl'ir teading the peo­
ple ill to God's d isfavo r. By means of "sol11ethil18 \.,.·onder­
fll t"- hls 'str'ln.,;e dced '-Jchovah witl Call t hem 10 account 
fo r their hypocrisy. lie says: "For tile reason that this pe0-
ple Ilove come neor with their mouth, alld they have glori­
fied me merely with their lips, and they hove removed their 
heart itself far away (rom me, and their fear toward me 
become$ men's commandment r/Jot is being taught, there­
fore here 10m, tile One thot will act wonderfully again with 
tills people, ill a wonderful mallner and with something 
wonderful; olld tile wisdom o( their wise men must perisll, 
and the very understondlng of their discreet me" will can· 
ceol/tself. " (Isaiah 29: IJ, 14) Judah'5 5clf·stylcd wisdom 
and understandi ng will perIsh when Jehovah maneuvers 
things for her entire apostate religious system to be wiped 
oul by the Babylonian World Power. The same thing hap­
pened in the fi rs t century a fte r the self-styled wise leaders 
of the Jews led the mu loll astray. Somet hing simila r will 
happen In our own day to ChristendOIll.-Matthew 15:8, 9; 
Roman.'i 11 :8. 

24 For now, hOWC\lCr, the bragging leaders of Judah be­
lieve that they are clever enough to get away with their 
perversion of true worship. Are they? Isaiah tears off their 

23. Why wl11l ('h ()'''~h GIll Judah 10 a('Counl, and how will he do so? 
24, Itow do I IC JudearlS helmy their lack of gOdly re~r? 
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mask, exposing them as having no genuine fea r of God 
and thus no true wisdom: "Woe to those who ore going 
very deep in concealing counsel (rom Jehovah himself, and 
whose deeds have occurred in 0 dark place, wllile Ihey soy: 
'Who Is seeing us, and who ;s knowing of us?' nle perver· 
sily of you men! Should the potter himself be accounted 
Just like the clay? For should tile tiling made say respecting 
Its maker: 'He did not make me'? And does the very thing 
formed actually say respecting Its former: 'He showed no 
understonding' r (/so;oh 29:15, 16; comp:lre l'salm HI: 
10.) No matter how well concealed they think they are, 
they stand "naked and openly exposed" to the eyes of God. 
- Hebrews 4:13. 

"Deaf Ones Will Certainly Hear" 

2S However, there is salvation for Individuals \"ho exer· 
cise faith. (Read Isaiah 29:17-24; compare Luke 7:22,) 
"Deaf ones" wili "hear the words of the book," the mes­
sage from God's Word. Yes, this is not a healing of physical 
deafness, It is a spirih lal hea ling. Isaiah once agillr1 points 
forward to the establishmen t of the Messianic Ki ngdom 
and the restoration of true worship on earth by lhe Mes· 
slah's rule. Tbis has taken place in our lime, and millions 
o f sincere ones arc allowing th emselves to be corrected by 
Jehovah and are learning to praise him. What a thrilling 
fulfillment l Ultimately, the day will come when everyone, 
every breathing thing, wilJ pralsejehovah and sanctify his 
holy name.-Psalm 150:6, 

26 What do such "deaf ones" who hear God 's Word today 
learn? That ali Christians, especlil lly those to whom the 
congregation looks as examples, must scnrpliiously avoid 
'going astray because of Intoxicating liquor.' (Isaiah 28:7) 
Purther, we must never tire o f bearing God's reminders, 

25. In what sense will ~deil r Oll(!$" hear? 
26. Whilt s plrituallemlnde~ do -dear oncs· hear today? 
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which help US to h .. ve a spiritual viewpoint o f all things. 
While Christians are properly subject to governmental au­
thorities and look to them to prOVide certain services, sal­
vation comes, not from the secular world, bUl from Jeho­
vah God. Also, we must n ever (orget that like the ludgment 
on apostate Jerusalem, God's judgment on this genera­
tio n Is inescapable. With Jehovah's help we can continue 
to proclaim his warning despite opposition, as did Isaiah. 
- Isaiah 28: 14, 22; Matthew 24:34; Romans 13:1-4. 

27 Elders and p.u ents can le .. rn from the way jehovah ad­
m inisters disdpllne, always seeking to restore wrongdoers 
to God's favor, not merely to punish them. (Isaiah 28:26-
29; compare jeremiah 30: 11.) And all of us, Including 
young people, are reminded of how vital it Is to be serving 
j ehovah from the hea rt, not lust going through the mo­
tions of being a O lrlstl,;m in order to ple,lse men. (Isaiah 
29: 13) We must show th .. t unlike the faithless inhabitants 
of Judah, we have a wholesome fear o f j ehovah and a pro­
found respect for him. (l salah 29:16) Moreover, we need to 
show that we are willing to be corrected by and to learn 
from jehovah.-lsalah 29:24, 

28 How important it Is to have fait h and confidence in 
j ehovah and in h is way of doing things! (Compare Psalm 
146:3.) To most, the warning message 'A.'e preach will 
sound childish . The prospective destruction of an organi­
zation, Christendom, that claims to serve God is a strange. 
an unusual, concept. But Jehovah will accomplish his 
'strange deed: Of that, there can be no doubt. Hence, 
through the last days of this system of things, God's ser­
vants put full trust In his Kingdom and In his appoint­
ed King, j esus Christ. They know thai Jehovah's saving 
acts- performed along wl lh his 'unusual work'-will bring 
eternal blessings to all obedient mankind. 

27. What lessons can Chrb tl:ms learn from Isaiah's prophecy? 
28. How do Jehovah's StrvilnU view hls savini acu? 



CHAPTER TWENTY·THREE 

Keep in Expectation 
of Jehovah 

Isaiah 30:1-33 

IN ISAIAH chapter 30, we read furthe r d ivine pro­
nouncements against the wicked. :"-Ievertheless, this pari 
o f Isaiah's prophecy highlights some o f Jehovah's heart­
warming qualities. In fact, Jehovah's characteristics are de­
scribed in such vivid terms that we can, as It were, see his 
comforting presence, hear his guiding voice, and feci his 
h ealing touch.-Isaiah 30:20, 21, 26. 

2 Even so, Isaiah's countrym en, the apostate Inhabitants 
of Judah, refuse to return to Jehovah. Instead, they Pllt 
their tHlst in man. How does Jehovah feel about this? And 
how does this part of Isaiah's prophecy l1e lp Christians to­
day to keep in expectation of Jehovah? (Isaiah 30:18) Lel 
us tind out. 

Folly and Fatality 

3 For some time the leaders of Judah have been sch em­
ing in secret to find a way to avoid coming under the yoke 
o f Assyria. However, Jehovah has been watChing. Now he 
exposes their scheme: "Woe to the stubborn sons,' is the 
utterance of Jehovah, 'those disposed to corry out counsel, 
but not that from me; and to pour out a libation, but not 

1, 2. (iI) Whilt does Isaiah chapter 30 contaIn? (b) What qu~ttons 
will we now consider? 
3. What scheme Is exposed by jehcwah? 
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with my spirit, in order to add sin to sin; those who are set4 

t/n9 out to go down to Egypt.' "'- Isaiah 30: 1, 20 . 

.. What CI shock fo r those scheming leaders to hear their 
plan revealed ! Traveling to Egypt In order to make an alli­
ance with her Is more t han hostile actio n against Assyria; 
it Is rebellion against Jehovah God. In the timeo! !Gog Da­
vid, the naUon looked to Jehovah as a stronghold and 
took refuge 'In the shadow of h is wings,' (Psalm 27: 1; 36:7) 
Now they "toke shelter in the stronghold of Pharaoh' and 
"'toke refuge In the shadow of Egypt' (Isaiah 30:2b) They 
have put Egypt In the p lace of God! What treason!-Read 
Isaiah 30:3-5. 

S As i f to ilnS\'ller any suggestion that the mission to Egypt 
Is merely a casual viSit, Isaiah gives more details. "The pro­
nouncement against the beasts of the south: Through the 
land of distress and hard condftions, of the lion and the 
leopard growling, of the viper and the flying fiery snake, 
on the shoulders of fulf~grown osses they corry their re­
sources, and 0/1 the htllnps of camels their supplies. N (Isa~ 
1011 30:60) Clearly, the journey Is well pl anned . Envoys 
o rganIze a caravan o f camels and asses, which they load 
with costly goods and lead down 10 Egypt th rough a bar~ 
ren wilderness Infested with growling lio ns and venom· 
ous snakes. Fina lly, the envoys reach their destination and 
hand their treasures to the Egyptians. They have bought 
prol'ection-or 50 they think. However, Jehovah says: "In 
behalf of tile people they will prove of no benefit. And 
the Egyptians are mere vanity, and they will help simply 
for nothing. Therefore I have coiled this one: 'Rahab-they 
are for sitting still. II. (Isaiah 30:6b, 7) uRahab," a "sea 

4. Ilow have God's rdx'lIIous Jl4!Ople pUi Egypt In 11K' piaa' of God? 
S. 6. <al Why Is tht alliance With Egypt a fata l mistake? (b) Whal 
ea rl l!'.r ]ourn{'y made by God's people hlghlighu the foolishness of 
t his trip to P.gypt1 
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mo nster," came to symbolize Egypt. (Isaiah 51:9, 10) She 
promises everything but docs not hing. Judah's a lli.mce 
with her is a fatal mistake. 

6 As Isaiah describes the journey of the envoys, his lis­
teners may remember a similar journey made In the 
days of Moses. Their forefa thers walked through that very 
same ufear-inspiring wilderness." (Deute ronont)' 8: l4-16) 
In Moses' day, however, the Israelites \<Jere tr..vcling away 
from E.gypt and out of bondage. This time the envoys trav­
el to Egypt and, effectively, into subjection. What folly! 
May we never Illake such a bad decision and exchange o ur 
spiritual freedom for slavery!- Compare Galatians 5:1. 

Opposition to the I'rophet's Message 

7 Jehova h I'ells Isaiah to write down the message that he 
has just delivered so that "it may serve for a future day, 
for a witness to time indefinite. " ( lsaial1 30:8) Jehovah's 
disapproval of putting alliances with man "boY(' rc!lance 
on Him must be recorded for the benenlof fullire genera­
tions- including our generation tOday. (2 Peter 3: 1-4) But 
there Is a more immediate need for a written record. " ft is a 
rebellious people, untrutilful sons, sons wllo /Jove been WI­

willing to hear the law of Jehovah." ( Isaiah 30:9) The peo­
ple have reiected God's counsel. 1·lenc(', It must be written 
down so that laler they cannot deny th,lt they received a 
proper warning.-Proverbs 28:9; Isaiah 8:1, 2. 

8 Isaiah now oilers an example of the people's rebellious 
attitude. They "have said to the ones seeing, 'You must not 

7. Why dOl5Jchovah haw isaiah write down li is warning 10 Judah? 
8, 9. Ca) III whal way do Ihe leaders of Judah try 10 corrupt Jeho­
vah's prophets? (b) How does 15alah demonstra le that he \Yilt not he 
Intimidated? 

In Moses' day, the Israelites escaped from Egypt. 
In Isaiah's day, Judoh goes to Egypt (or lJelp 
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see,' and to the ones having vision5, 'YOtl must not envi­
sion for us any straightforward lhings. Speak to us smooth 
things; envision deceptive things.'" (lsafah 30; 10) By or­
dering faithJul prophets to stop speaki ng what is "'stralgh t­
forward," or true, and to speak Instead whal ls "smooth" 
and "deceptive," or false, the leaders of Judah show 
that they want to have their ears tickled. They wanl to 
be praised, not condemned. In their o pinio n, any proph­
et not willing to prophesy acco rding to their taste should 
" tum aside from the way; deviate from the path. '" ( 'salah 
30: n o) He should either speak ear-pleasing thi ngs or stop 
preaching altogether! 

9 Isaiah's opponents insist "Cause the Holy One of isra­
el to cease just on account of us .... (Isaiah JO: l1b) Let 
Isaiah stop speaking in the nam e of Jehovah, "the Holy 
O ne of Israel"! This very title irIitates them because jeho­
vah's exalted standards show up the.ir contemptible condi­
tio n. How does Isaiah react? He de.c1ares: NThls is what the 
Holy One of Israel has said." (Isaiah 30:120) Without hes­
itation, IsaIah speaks the very words his opposers hate to 
hear. He wlll not be intimidated. What a fmc example fo r 
us! When It comes to prod aim lng God's message, Ch ris­
tians must never compromise. (Acts 5:27-29) Uke Isaiah, 
they keep o n proclaiming: 'This Is what j ehovah has said'! 

T h e Consequ ences of Rebellion 

10 judah has rejected God's word, trusted In a lie, and re­
lied upon Nwhot is devious." ( Isaiah 30: 12b) What wUl be 
t he consequences? jehovah, instead of leaving the scene 
as the nation Wishes, will cause the nation to cease to ex­
ist! This will happen suddenly and complete ly, as Isaiah 
stresses with an Illustration. The rebelliousness of the na­
tion is like NO broken section about to foff down, a swefling 

10, 11. What wUl be the WlUl'quencl'$ of J\ldah'~ revolt? 
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out in a highly raised wall, the breakdown of which 
may come sliddenly, in an instant." ( Isaiah 30:13) Just as 
a growing bulge In a h igh wall will eventually cause the 
wall to collapse, so the increasing rebelliousncssof Isaiah's 
con lemlXlrarics will cause the collapse o f the natio n. 

II Wit h another Illustration Isaiah shows the complete­
ness o f I he coming dC5truction: NOne will certainly break 
It as in tile breaking of a large jar of tlJe potten, crushed 
to pieces without one's sparing it, so that there cannot be 
found among its crushed pieces a fragment of earthen­
ware will, which to rake the fire (rom the fireplace or to 
slcim water (rom a marsfw place. N (Isaiah 30: 74) Judah's 
destruction will be so complete thai nothing of value will 
remain- not even a potsherd big enough to scoop hal ash­
es fro m a rltc pl.lcc or to skim water from a marsh. What a 
shameful cnd! The coming destructio n of those who re­
bel agai nst true worship today will be equally sudden and 
compl ete.-I·lebrews 6:4-8; 2 Pclcr 2: 1, 

Jehovil h's Offer Rejected 

12 Fo r Isaiah's listeners, though, destruction is not inev­
itable, 111ere is a way ou L 'Ille prophet explains: "This is 
what the SOvm?ign Lord Jehovah, the Hafy One of Israel, 
has sold: 'By coming back and resting YOIl people will be 
saved, Your mightiness will prove to be simply in keeping 
tmdlsturbed and in trustfulness.' '" (Isaiah 30; ISo) Jehovah 
Is ready 10 save his people- if they show faith by "resting," 
or refraining from trying to secure salvation through hu­
man alliances, and by ~ keq>lng undisturbed," o r demon­
mating trust In God's protective power by not giving way 
to fcar. H8ut" Isaiah tells the people, HyoU were not will· 
ing.H-lso/ah 30: 15b. 

12. !-low cllnthe people ()f Judah avoid destruction? 
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13 isaiah then elaborates: "And you proceeded to say: 'No, 
bur on horses we shall flee!' That is why you will (fee. 
'And on swift horses we shalf ride!' That is why those pur· 
suing you will show themselves swift,., (Isaiah 30:16) The 
Judeans think that swift horses, rather than Jehovah, wi ll 
mean their salvation. (Deutero nomy 17: 16; Proverbs 21: 
31) However, cou nters the prophet. their trust will be an 
illusio n because their enemies will overtake them. Even 
large numbers will not help them. NA thousand will trem· 
ble on occount of the rebuke o( one; on account of the re­
buke of five you will flee.H (Isaiah 30:770) The armies of 
Judah will panic and flee at the shoul of just a handfu l o f 
the enemy: in the end, only a remnant will remain, left 
alone, " /ike a mast on the top of a mountain and like a sig­
nal an a hiff. " (Isaiah 30: l1b) True to the prophecy, when 
Jerusalem is destroyed in 607 B.C.E., only a remnant sur­
vlve.- Jeremiah 25:8-11. 

Comfort Amid Condemnatio n 

14 While these sobering words are still echoi ng in the 
cars of Isaiah's listeners, the tone of his message chang­
es. Threat of disaster gives way to a promise of bleSSings. 
"Therefore Jehovah will keep in expectation of showing you 
favor, ond therefore he will rise up to show you mercy. For 
Jehovah is a God of judgment Happy are off those keeping 
in expectation of him." (Isaiah 30:18) What heartening 
words! Jehovah is a compassionate Father who yearns to 

• Note t hat if Judah had been faith ful. the \ "ery opposite could have 
happened.-lt'viticus 26:7, 8. 

13. In what do the leaders o f Judah put their confidence. and Is such 
confidence Justified? 
14. 15. What comfort do the words of lulah 30:18 offer to the In­
habitants of Judah In anCient Urnes and 10 true ChrisUam today? 
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help his child ren . He delights In showing mercy.-Psalm 
103: 13; Isaiah 55:7. 

15 Thcsc reassuring wo rds apply 10 the Jewish rem· 
nant who are mercifully allowed to survive the destruc­
tion of Jerusalem in 607 1l.c.E. and 10 the fC\ .... who return 
to the Promised Land In 537 B.C. f'_ However, the proph­
et's words also comfort Christians today. We are remind­
ed that Jehovah will "rise up" In our behalf, bringing an 
end to this wicked world. Faithfu l worshlpe~ can be con­
fIdent thatJehovah-"a God o f judgment"- will not allow 
Satan's world to exist fo r o ne day longer than justice re­
qui res. '1,ercfore, "those keeping in expectation of ltiJn" 
have much reason to be happy. 

Jehova h Comforts '-lis People 
by Answering Prayers 

16 Some, though, may feel discouraged because deliver· 
ance has 110t come as soon as they had hoped. (Proverbs 
13: 12; 2 Peter 3:9) May they draw comfort from Isaiah's 
next wo rds, which hig hlight a special aspect of Jehovah's 
personali ty. " Wi,en the very people In Zion will dwell in Je­
rusalem, you wJlf by no means weep. He will without fail 
show you favor at the sound of your outcry; as soon as he 
hears it he will actually answer you. " (isaiah 30; 79) Isaiah 
conveys tenderness In these words by switching from the 
plural "you" In verse 18 to the singular "you" in verse 19. 
When Jehovah comforts distressed ones, he treats each 
person IndlvtduaUy. As a Father, he does not ask a dis­
cou raged son, 'Why can't you be strong like your brother?' 
(Galatians 6:4) Instead, he listens attentively to each one. 
In faa, "as soon as he hears It he will actually answer." 
What reassuring wordsl Discouraged o nes can be greatly 
strengt hened If they p ray to Jehovah.-Psalm 65:2. 

16. How dOH Jehovah oomrort d lSCOUr.irged ones? 
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Hear God's Guiding Voice by Reading His Word 

17 As Isaiah continues his address, he re minds his listen­
ers that distress will come. The people will receive "bread 
in tile form of distress and water in tile form of oppre5Sion." 
(Isaiah 30:20a) The distrcs'<; and oppression that they will 
experience when under siege will become as familiar as 
bread and water. Even so, Jehovah is ready to come to the 
rescue of righthearted ones. "Your Grand instructor will no 
longer hide himself, and your eyes must become eyes see­
ing your Grand Instructor. And your own ears will hear a 
word behind you saying: 'This is the way. Walk in it. you 
people,' in case you people should go to the right or in case 
you should go to the left."- Isaiah 30:20b, 21. * 

18 Jehovah is the "Grand Instructor." He has no equal as 
a teacher. How, though, can people 'see' and "hear" h im? 
Jehovah reveals himself th rough his p rophets, whose 
words arc recorded in the Bible. (Amos 3:6, 7) Today, 
when fai thful worshipers read the Bible, It is as if God's 
fathe rly voice is telling them the way to go and urging 
them to readjust their CQurse of conduct so as to walk in 
it. Each Christian should listen carefully as Jehovah speaks 
through the pages of the Bible and through Bible-based 
publications provided by "the faith ful and discreet slave." 
(Matthew 24:45-47) Let cach one apply himse lf to Bible 
reading, for 'it means his Iife.'-Deuteronomy 32:46, 47; 
Isaiah 48: 17. 

Contemplate Future Blessi ngs 

19 Those responding to the voice of the Grand In-

• This l~ the ooly plaC1! in the Bible where Jehovah i~ called NGrand 
instructor." 

17, 18. Even in diffi(1.1It times, how does Jehovah provide guidance? 
19, 20. What blessings ~ re in store for those who respond to thc 
voice of the Grand Instructor? 



"Upon every elevoted hill there must come to be streams" 

structor will sCiltter their graven images, viewing them as 
something dis&fUsting. (Read Isaiah 30:22.) Then, those 
responsive ones will enjoy wonderful blessings. 111('5(' arc 
described by Isaiah, <IS recorded in Isaiah 30:23·26, a de· 
lightfu l restoration prophecy that has its initia l ful· 
fillment when aJewish remnant returns from captivity in 
537 B.C. E. Today, this prop hecy helps LIS to sec the marvel· 
ous blessings that the Messia h brings about ill the spiritu· 
al paradise now and the literal Paradise to come. 

20 "He wiff certainly give the rain for your seed with which 
you sow the ground, and as the produce of the ground 
bread, which must become fal and oily. Your livestock wiff 
graze ill that day in a spacious pasture. And the cattle and 
the full·grown asses cultivating the ground will eat fodder 
seasoned with sorrel, which was winllowed with the shov­
eland with the fork." (Isaiah 30:23, 24) " Fat and oily" 
bread-food rich in nOluishment-will be man's daily sta­
ple. The land will produce so abundantly that even the an­
imals will benefit. Uvestock will be fed "fodder seasoned 
with sorrel"-tasty fodder reserved for rare occasIons. This 
food has even been "winnowed"-a treatment normally 
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l\.'SCrvcd for grain intended for human m llsumptloll . 
What delightful details Isaiah presents here to illustrate 
the richness o f Jehovah's blessings on faithful mankind! 

21 NUpon every higlJ mountain and upon every elevated 
hill there must come to be streams. H (Isaiah JO:250r Isa· 
lah presents an apt word picture emphasizing the com· 
pleteness of Jehovah's b lessil1gS. No shortage of waler- a 
prcclous commodity that will now not only In the [ow­
lands but on ('very mountain, even "upon e\'Cry high 
mountain and upon every elevated h ilL" Yt.'S, hunger wil l 
bea thing o f the p..1SL (Psalm 72: 16) ':url he r, t he prophet's 

• ISlIlah 3O:Z5b «,ads: "' n t he day o f t he big Slll tll; IUC' wlll'l1 Ilw tow 
ers fall." In the Initia l fu lfillment, t his ilia)' R!fe l to Lhe fil II of 1I,1tJ. 
ylo n, which opened the wa}' for h lOlcl to enjoy the bJCSl lng~ fnlt'Wld 
allS31ah 30:18-26. (~paragraph 19.) II may also Ider to t he Ulo)!fur. 
110 11 al Armageddon, which wl11 make ponlble Ihe gr.mde~1 (ulfill · 
ment or these ble!!Sl ngs In the new world. 

21. Descrlhe the compl eteness of the 1J l c~S h\H~ to cume. 

Jehovah will come "with his anger alld wlf1l " eavy clouds" 
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atl cJll iun shifts 10 things even higher thiln the mountains. 
wrl le I/glU of tile full moon mtlst become as tile JiglJt of the 
g lowing n ",; ol,d the very light of t'le g lowing sun will be­
come sew?n times as milch, lilce tile light of seven days, in 
tile day that Jehovah binds up the breakdown of his people 
ond heols evell tile .severe wound resulting (rom the stroke 
by Mm,"" ( Isoioll 30:26) What a thrilling climax to thi~ 
bril liant prophecy! The glory o f Cod will shine forth in all 
Its splendor. The blessings In store (or God's faithfu l wor· 
:.h ll>Crs w11l c xcred vastly- o;evenfold- :lI1ything thil t they 
have experienced befort', 

Judgment and Joy 
22 The loncer Isulah's mess-1gc chanl:,'<!S again. NLook!"hc 

say:., as if to gel h is listeners' attent ion. "The nome of l eho­
vo l , Is com /llg (rom (ar away, bt/rn il19 with his onger and 
with heavy clouds. As (or his lips, tlley have become full 
of demmciotion, and his tongue is like a devouring fire." 
( Isaiah 30:27) Thus far, Jc hovah has stayed away, allow· 
Ing the cncmil's of Ills pl'Ople 10 follow t llelr own course. 
Now he draws closcr- like a stead ily app ro<lChi llg thunde r­
storm - to cxc..'Cute judgmcnt. " His spirit is like a flooding 
10rretU tl,ot reaches clear to the neck, to swing the nations 
to ond fro with a sieve of worthlessnen; and 0 bridle that 
causes one to wander about will be in the iows of the peo­
ples." (Isaiah 30:28) f .. nemles o f God's people will be en· 
circlt'(\ by "a flooding torrent," vlolc.nUy shaken "to and 
fro wi th () sieve," a nd reined In with "a bridle." They will 
be dcstroyed. 

23 Ag:tln ISlllah's to ne changes as he descrlhes the happy 
cond itio n o f faithful wo rsh ipers who will o ne day return 

22. In conI rlSl with Ihe bles~lngs to come lor the fa ithful. what docs 
Jehm·ah hU"\"e in SlUT\' rOT the wicked? 
23. What nll~) -""Ioldng or heart- lor Chrbllan, toda)'? 

• 
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to their land. " You people will come to l!ave a song like 
that in the night that one sanctifies oneself for a festival, 
and rejoicing of heart like thot of one walking with a flute 
to enter Into the mountain of JelJovah, to tile Rock of Isra­
el.'" ( Isaiah 30:29) True Chrislians today experience a sim­
ila r "re jo ldng of heart" as tll(.'Y conte m plate the judgment 
o f Satan's world; the protection extended to them b}' Jeho­
vah , the "Rock of salvation;" and t he Kingl.imll blessings 
10 rome.-Psalm 95: I. 

201 After Ihis expressio n o f gladness, Isa iah returns 10 the 
theme of judgment and idenlifies the o bjt'ct of Goo's 
wrath. "Jellovoh will certainly make the dignity of his voice 
to be heard and will make the descending of his arm to be 
seen, In tile raging of anger and the flame of a devollring 
fire and cloudburst and rainstorm and lIaiistones. For be­
couse of the voice of jehovah Assyrio will be stnlck with ter­
ror; he wjIJ strike it even with 0 staff. '" ( Isoiah 30:30, 31) 
Wi th this g raphiC description, Isaiah emphasizes the reali­
ty o f God's judgment o f A'isyria. In effect, A~syrt., st;mds 
befOfC God and trembles al Ihe Sight of his 'descending 
<lrm ' o f ludgment. 

25 The prophet rontinucs: "Every swing of 'Iis rod of chos­
tisement that jehovah will couse to settle down upon As­
syria will certainly prove to be with tambourines ond with 
harps; and with baWes of brandishing lie w;U actually 
figllt against them. For his Taphetll is set ill order (rom re­
cent times; it is also prepared for tile king himself. He 
IIos mode its pile deep. Fire and wood ore in abundance. 
The breath of jehovah, like a tarrent of sulphur. is burn­
ing against it '" (Isaiah 30:32, 33) Tophelh, III the Val­
ley of Hin noln, is used here as a fibJlHative place burning 
with fire. By showing that Assyria will e nd up there, (sa-

201 , 2S. Itow does Isaiah's prophC1..1' emphasill' the Icall ty of Ass)'r­
l ~ 's comIng ludgment? 
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lith stresses the sudden ,mel complete destruction that l~ to 
come upon that natlon,- Compare 2 KI ngs 23:10, 

2lil\lthollgh this judgmen t message is directed agai nst 
Assyria, the significa nce of Js.l iah's prophe<.:y goes fur­
ther, (ltolU<tns IS:4) Jehovah will again, as il were, corne 
from afar to nood, shake, anel bridle all those who op­
press his l>eople. (Ezekiel 38: 18·23; 2 Peler 3:7: Reve­
I,ulon 19: 11-2 1) May that day w me quickly! Meanwhi le, 
Christians eagerly await the day of deliverance. They de­
rive strengt h from rcncctlng upo n the vivid words record­
ed In Isaiah chapter 30. These words encoutab'C God's ser­
vants to treasure the privilege of prayer, apply themselves 
10 mble siudy, and ml'dllale upo n lhe Ki ngdom blessings 
to come. (Psalm 42: 1, 2; Pr()\.I'Crbs 2: 1-6; Romans 12: 12) 
Thlls Isaiah's \ .... ord~ help all of liS 10 kI..""Cp in expectation of 
Jehovah. 

26, (u) Jch(,)Vn h '~ proc lnrnutlo ns Ullahl)\ Assyria hal'e wh;n modern­
d~y appl\clI llll rl? (Ill Ilow d o Ch rh l la n ~ t!)duy kl'C ll In eXpe<illt lon of 
Jchov,' h? 



CHAPTER TW ENTY·FOUR 

No Help From This World 

Isaiah 31 :1-9 

JERUSALEM'S inhabi tants are terrlflcd- and w1th good 
rcason! Assyria, the migh tiest empire of the day, has at· 
tacked "all the fortified clties o f JlJdah and proceeded to 
seize them." Nm ..... Assyria's military machine Is threaten· 
Ing the capital dly of Judah. (2 Ki ngs 18: 13, 17) What will 
King Hezekiah and the rest of jerusalem's Inhabi tants do? 

2 Since the otber d ties o f his land have already fa llen, 
"Iezekiah knows that jenlsalem Is no match for A!I!lyrla's 
powerful military force, Moreover, the Assyrians have an 
unparalleled reputation for cruelty ilnd violence. Thill na· 
tion's army is so fear·insplrlng that opponents sometimes 
nee without even a fight! [n view of jerusa lem's dire eir· 
cumstances, where can her inhabitants t'Urn for help? Is 
there any escape from the Assyrian army? And how did 
Cod's people get Into such a situation? To answer these 
questions, ..... 'e have to look back and see how jehovah dealt 
with his covenant nation in earlier years. 

Apostasy in Israel 

3 From the time that Israel left Egypt until the death of 
David's son Solomon- a perIod of just over 500 years-the 

I, 2. (a) Why are Jerusalem'$ InhabltHnts te rrified ? (b) In vlcw of 
Jerusalem's predicament, what ques tlom arc fitting? 
3, 4. (a) When and how was the nation of h rael dlvldcdlll tO two 
kingdoms? (b) \Vhat bad start d id Jeroboam give the norl hem ten· 
tr ibe kingdom? 
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12 tribes of Israel were united as o ne nation. Afte r the 
death of Solomon, Jeroboam led the ten northern tribes 
in rebellion against the house of David, and from then on 
the nation was divided Into two kingdoms. This was In the 
year 997 B.C.E. 

4 Jeroboa m was the first ki ng of the northern kingdom 
o f Israel, and he led his sub jects o n the path of apostasy 
by repladng the Aaronlc prlcsthood and the lawful wor­
ship of Jehovah with an illegitimate priest hood and a sys­
tem of calf worship. ( I Kings 12:25-33) This was abhor· 
(ent to Jehovah . Ueremlah 32;30, 35) Pa r this and oth er 
reasons, he allowed Assyria to subjugate Israel. (2 Kings 15: 
29) King ('(oshea tried to break the Assyrian yoke by con· 
spiring wit h Egypt, but the scheme falled.-2 Ki ngs 17:4. 

Israel Turns to a False Refuge 

5 Jehovah wants to bring the Israelites back to lheir sens· 
es,- So he sends the prophet Isaiah with the following 
warning: " Woe to those going down to Egypt for assls· 
tance, those who rely on mere horses, ond who put their 
trust in war chariots, because they are numerous, and In 
steeds, because they are very mighty, but who have not 
looked to the Holy One of Israel and have not searched for 
Jehovah himself." (Isaiah 31;1) How tragic! Israel places 
greater trust in horses and In war chariots than In the Iiv· 
ing God, Jehovah, To Israel's fles hly way of thinking, 
Egypt's horses are numerous and mighty. Surely Egypt will 
be a valuable ally against the Assyrian army! However, 
the Israelites will soon find that their fl eshly alliance with 
Egypt is futi le . 

• Ukely, the first three ~ncs of IsaIah chapter 31 are dIrected main· 
Iy to Israel. The rmal slx venes ~el!m 10 apply to Judah. 

5. To whom does Lsrotel turn for help1 
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(, Through the Law covellan l, Ihe inhabitilll ts o f bolh Is­
rael and Juda h are in a dedicated relation .. hlp wit h j<.'ho­
vah. (Exodus 24:3-8; I Chronicles 16:15- 17) I\y turning to 
Egypt for help, Israel reveals a lack of fait h InJehov'l h ilnd 
.. d isregard for the laws that are P,ITt o f that hOly CO\!( .... 
l1illl!. Why? llecause included in the te rms of the covenant 
is j l'llOvah's promise to protect his pt.'Ople If they render 
exclusive devotion to h im. (Leviticus 26:3-8) True 10 that 
promlse, Jehovah has repcatt'dly prove<1 10 be .. "fortress in 
the time of distress." (Psalm 37:39; 2 Ch ronicles 14:2, 9-12; 
17:3-5, IO) Moreover, t hrough Moses, the mediator of the 
Law covenant, jehovah told future kings o f Israci nol to ill­
crease horses for themselves. (Deuteronomy 17: 16) Obedi­
ence to this regulation would show that these kings look 
to ~ lhe Holy One of Israeln for protection. Sadly, the rulers 
of Israel do not have that kind of (aIUl. 

7 TIlere is a lesson in this for Chrislialls today. Isra­
cl looked to visible support fro m Eo'Ypl rather tlwll to the 
f;lr more powerti.11 support that Jehovah provldl's. like­
wise today, Christi"ns may he tempted to place their conn· 
dence in neshly sources of security-b:mk accountS, sodH I 
I>osilion, connections in the world-rd lhcr than In jeho­
vah. Granted, Christian family heads take seriously their 
re. .. ponsibility to provide materially for their families. 
(1 Timothy 5:8) But the)' do not put their faith in materi­
al t hings. And they guard 3brainst "every sort of covetous· 
ne. ...... " (Luke 12:13-21) The only "secu re heigh t In limes of 
distress" is jehovah God.-J>salm 9:9; 54:7, 

8 Isaiah, in effect, mocks the Israelite leaders who cra ft · 

6 Wh)' docs Israel's luming 10 Egypt betray a blillillll lack of fallh 
In Jcrn".-ah? 
7. What can Chrlsllal1s toda), learn (rom Ismel's lack o( faith? 
8, 9, (a) Al though Israel's plans mil)' seem strategically 5Qund, whot 
will bt: the outcome, and why? (b) Whal is the dlfTerl!rlcc iX:lw\!en 
human promises and Jehovah's l)romis('s7 
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cd the trc;lty with Egypt, s.lylnj.\: " He Is also wise and will 
bring In what is calamitolls, and he lias flot called back 
Ills own words; and he will certoinly rise up against the 
flouse of evildoers and against the assistance of those 
practicing what is hurtful," (Isoiall 31:2) I s r.I(~ I ·s 

leaders fIlay thin k Ihilt they arc wlsc. IJut Is not 
Iht' Creator o f the un iverse supremely wise? ~ 
By all appc,lrances Israel's scheme to seck • 
help from F.gypi b stratcgil-:llIy sound. r 
Nevcrlhcl~s, furmlng such II poli t­
Ica l alll;mce constitutcs Spiritual 

Tl!os~ who pill their 
(fusll" maler/al tlllngs 
will be disappoin ted 
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adultery in Jehovah's sight. (Ezekiel 23: 1-\0) As a result, 
Isaiah says that Jeh ovah will "b rlng in what is calamitous." 

9 Human prom ises arc notor io usly unreliiLblc, and hu­
man protection is uncertain. Jehovah, on the other hand, 
does not need to 'call back ltis own words! He will without 
fail do what h e promises. His word does nol return La him 
without results.- lsaiah 55: 10, 11; 14:24. 

10 Will the Egyptians prove to be a reliable protection fo r 
Israel? No. Isaiah tells Israel: "The Egyptions, though, are 
earthling men, and not God; and their horses are flesh, 
and not spirit. And Jehovah himself will stretch out flis 
hand, and he that is offering help will hove to stumble, and 
he that is being helped will have to fall, and at the some 
time they will all of them come to on end." (Isaiah 31 :3) 
Both the helper (Egypt) and th e helped (I srael) wl11 stum· 
ble, fall, and come to their end when Jehovah stretches 
out h is hand to exeolte his judg ment by means of Assyria. 

Samaria's Fall 

II In his mercy Jehovah repeatedly sends prop hets to en­
courage Is rael to repent and return to pure wo rsh ip. 
(2 Ki ngs 17:13) Despite thls, Is rael adds to Its si n o f calf 
worship by engaging in divination, immoral Baal wor­
sh ip, and the use of sacred poles and high places. The 
Israelites even make "th eir sons and their daughters pass 
through the fire," sacrificing th e fruit of their own flesh 
to demon gods. (2 Kings 17: 14- 17; Psa lm 106:36·39; Amos 
2:8) To bring an end to Israel's wickedness, Jehovah de­
crees: "Samaria and her king wi ll certain ly be Silenced, like 
a snapped-off twig on the surface o f waters." (Hosea to: 

10. What will happen to both Egypt and Israel? 
11. What record of sin has Israel amassro, and what 15 the end result? 
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1. 7) In 742 IJ.e. E., Assyrian forces attack Samaria, the cap­
ital city of Israel. After a three-year siege, 5.1 maria falls, and 
In 740 B.C.E., the ten-trIbe ki ngdom ceases to exist. 

12 In ou r day Jehovah has commissio ned a worldwide 
preaching work to warn " mankind that they should all 
evcr)'\vhere repent." (Acts 17:30; Matthew 24:14) Those 
who re ject God's means o f salvation will become like "a 
snapl>ed-off twig," destroyed like the apostate nation of is­
rael. On the other hand, those hoping in Jehovah "will 
possess the earth, and they wiU reside forever upon it." 
(Psalm 37:29) How wise, then, to avoid the mistakes of 
the ancient ki ngdo m of Israel! Let us put our whole confi­
dence In Jehovah for sa lvation . 

Jehovah 's Saving Power 

t3 Situated a few miles from Israel's southern border isJe­
rusal cm, the capital ci ty of Judah. The Inhabitants of Je­
rusalem are on ly too aware of what has happem.>d to Sa­
maria . Now they find themselves threatened by the same 
terri fy ing enemy that brought about the end of their 
no rthern neighbor. Will they learn from what befell 
Sam aria? 

14 Isaiah 's next words arc comforting to Jerusalem 's res­
Idents. He assures lhem that Jehovah still loves his cove­
nant people, saying: "This is what Jehovah has said to me: 
'Just as the lion grow's, even the maned young lion, over its 
prey. when tllere Is called out ogo{nst it a full number of 
shepherds, and in spite of rheir voice he wilt not be terri­
fied and in spite of their commotion he will not stoop; in 

12. What wOlk has jehovall commissioned today, and wh3t happens 
to those who dlsregard the warning? 
13, 14. Whnt comforting words dOf!S Jehovah have for Zion? 



32Z IS,lill h ':; Prop/, eer - Ugh t f(Jr All Ma nkilldl 

the same way Jehovah of armies will come down to wage 
war over Mount Zion and over her hill.' " (Isaiah 31 :4) Like 
a young lion standing over its prey, Jehovah will jealous­
ly protect h is holy city. Zion . )Jo t)()astlng, no threatening 
words, nor any other commotlon by Assyrian troops will 
turn Jehovah from h is purpose. 

Like a lion guarding 
its prey, Jehovah will protect his holy city 
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15 Notice, now, the tender and compassionate way that 
Jehovah will deal with the inhabitants of Jerusalem: "Uke 
birds flying, Jehovah of armies will in the same way de­
fend Jerusalem. Defending.her, he will also certainly deliver 
her. Sparing her, he must also cause her to escape." (Isaiah 
31 :5) A mother bird is ever vigilant to defend her young. 
With outstretched wings she hovers above her brood, and 
with watchful eyes she searches for any sign of danger. If a 
predator comes near, she quickly swoops down to defend 
her ch icks. In a similar way, Jehovah will tenderly care 
for the inhabitants of jerusalem because of the invading 
Assyrians. 

"Return, You Ileople" 

16 Jehovah now rem inds h is people that they have 
sinned and encourages them to abandon their erring 
ways: " Return, you people, to the Olle against whom the 
sons of Israel have gone deep ill their revolt. " (Isaiah 31:6) 
The ten-tribe kIngdom of Israel has not been alone in her 
rebeJ lion. The people of judah, also "sons of Israel," have 
gone "deep in their revolt." This will be especially evident 
when, shortly after Isaiah concludes his prophetic mes­
sage, Hezeklah's son Manasseh becomes king. According 
to the Bible record, uMa nassch kept seducing judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do worse than the nations 
that jehovah had annihilated." (Z Chronicles 33:9) Imag­
ine that! jehovah annihilates pagan naUons because they 
are disgusting in their filth, yet the inhabitants of Judah, 
in a covenant relationshlp with jehovah, are even worse 
than the people of those nations. 

\5. How docs Jehovah deal tenderly and compassionately with the 
Inhabitants of Jerusalem? 
16. (a) What loving appeal does Jehovah make to his people? 
(b) When does the revolt of the people of Judah become especially 
evident? Explain. 
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17 At the dawn of the 21s1 century, conditions are simi­
lar in many respects to those in Judah in the days of Ma­
nasseh. The world is increasi ngly polarized by religious, ra­
cial, and eth nic hatreds. Horrific acts of murder, torture, 

17. III what I'I'''Y ,Ire oond l lion~ today compal'llbll' 10 t hose in Judah 
under Man;'Lnch? 

The world is polarized by relig/ous, 
racial, Gild ethnic hatreds 
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rape, and so-called ethnic cleansing have victimized mil· 
lions. Without a doubt, people and nations-especially 
the nations of Christendom- have gone "deep in their reo 
volt." We can be certain, Iwwever, that Jehovah will not al· 
low wickedness to continue indefinitely. Why? Because of 
what took place in Isaiah's day. 

Jerusalem Deli ve red 

18 Assyrian kings gave credit to their gods for victory on 
the battlefield. The book Allciellt Ncar Eastefll Texts can· 
tains writings of Ashurbanipal, an A~syrlan monarch who 
claimed that he was guided "hy Ashur, Bel, Nebo, the great 
gods, [hisllords, who (always) marcl, at [his] side, [when 
hel defeated the battle (--experienced) soldiers .. . in a great 
open battle." In Isaiah's day, Rabshakeh, who represents 
King Sennacherib of Assyria, shows a similar helief in the 
involvement of gods in human warfare when he address· 
es King Hezekia h. He warns the Jewish king against rely. 
ing on Jehovah for salvation and points out that the gods 
of other nations have b{,.~n ineffective in protecting their 
people against the m ighty Assyrlan war machine.- 2 Kings 
1833-35. 

19 How does King Hezeklah react? The Bible account 
says: "A~ soon as King Hezekiah heard, he immediately 
ripped his garments apart and covered himself with sack· 
cloth and came into the house of Jehovah." (2 Kings 19:1) 
Hezekiah recOl,'l1izc:; that there is only One who can help 
him in this frightening situation. He humbles himself and 
looks to Jehovah for direction. 

2U Jehovah gives the sought~for direction. Through the 
prophet Isalah, he says: "In that day they will reject each 

18. What warning does Rabshakeh giw to Hezekiah? 
19. How does Hczekiah react to Rabshakeh's taunt~? 
20. How will Jehovah act In behalf of the Inhabitants Of Judah. and 
what should they learn from this? 
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one Ilis worthlen gods o( silver and his valuelell gods o( 
gold, that your hallds have mode (or yourselves as a sin," 
( Isoia/l 3':7) When Jehuvah fights for his people, Scn­
nachcrlb's gods wlll l)C exposed for what they il re-wort h­
less. This Is II lesson Ih ill 111<.' Inlmblta nls of Judah 
should lake to heart. I)csplte t h~ faH hfuln('<lS of King l-Ie2-
ckiah, the land of JlIll;lh, like Israel, ha'! Ix.ocll fi lled with 
idols, (ISil i,lh 2:5-8) Fo r the inhabllilnlS of Judah, rebui ld­
ing their relaLlonsl l ip with Jeho"'ll l wil l require repen llng 
of their sins and rclcI..1i ng "cilch onc his worthless gods," 
- Sl'e I:.xodus 34: 14, 

21 ISiliah now prophetically describes Jehovah's execu­
tional acts a1,'Jinsl Judah's fearsome enemy: "The Assyrian 
must (all by the sword, nolillot o( a me",; and a sword, not 
that o( earthling mall, will detlOur him. And lie must (lee 
because o( the sword, atld Ills own youllg men will come to 
be (or (arced labor itself. It (/s%h 31 :8) When the show­
down (ames, Jcrus:llell1 's In hahltan l.~ do nol cvell h<Jvc to 
draw their sword.~ fro lllthclr she.,lhs. The CreH I11 o f Assyr­
ia's troops arc devoured, 1101 by the swords of men, but 
by the sword of Jeho vah . As for Assyrian King Sennacher­
ib, ~ he must net j)CC;Juse of the sword." After the death o f 
185,000 of h is warriors <II the hand or Jehovah's angel, he 
rettl r flS home. L.lter, wh ile bowing to his god Nisroch, he 
is assassinated by his own 5On5.- 2 King'! 19:35-37. 

2l No one, Including Ht.'zckluh, could fort'See how Je­
hovah would deliver Jeruslileill rrom the Assyrian army. 
Nevcrthcll'Ss, I Icl.ck lah's way of cleilling with the crisis 

2 L. lIov.' does baiah ProlJhctiCoIlly d('$crlhe Jehoo.'i,h's execullonal 
acts agalm, [he ,\Ssyrion1 
22. Whall-arl C.h ' I~lht.ns IOd.l)' Icurn flOl1I the c\'Cnls hwolvlng Ilel' 
ekiah and lhe As~)'r lall !Irmy? 

Hezeklah wenl to tile /louse of Jehovah for lIel" 
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provides an excellen t example fo r those who face trials 
today. (2 Corinth ians 4:16-18) In view of the terrifyi ng 
reputation of the Assyrians th reatening Jerusalem, Hezeki­
ah understandably was afraid. (2 Kings 19:3) Still, he had 
fait h in Jehovah, and he sought His guidance, not man's. 
What a blessing for JerusaJem that he did! God-fearing 
Christians today may also experience intense emoHon 
when under stress. In many situations, fear is understand­
able. Yet, if we 'throw all our anxiety UpOII Jehovah,' he 
will care for us. (1 Peter 5:7) He wiJI help us overcome our 
fear and will strenb>1hen us to cope with the situation thai 
is causing stress. 

23 In the end, it is Sennacherib , not Hezekiah, who Is left 
with fearfu l emotions. To whom can he turn? Isaiah fo re­
te lls: N 'His own crag will pass away out of sheer fright, 
and because of the signol his princes must be terrified,' is 
the utterance of Jehovah, whose light is in Zion and whose 
furnace is in Jerusalem. N ( Isaiah 31:9) Sennacherlb's gods 
- his "crag," the refuge in which he has trusted-fail h im. 
They "pass away o ut of sheer frighl," as it were. Moreover, 
even Sennacherib's princes are o f llttle help. They too are 
struck with terror. 

24 This part of Isaiah's prophecy provides a clear message 
for any would-be opposer of God. There is no weapon, 
no power, no device that can frustrate Jehovah's pllrpos· 
€s. (Isaiah 41 :11, 12) At the same time, those who claim to 
serve God yet turn away from h im to seek security In fl esh­
ly things will meet with disappointment. Any who "have 
not looked to the Holy One of Israel" will see Jehovah 
"bring in what is calamitous."" (Isaiah 31:1, 2) Truly, Ihe 
o nly real and lasting reruge is Jehovah Cad.-Psalm 37:5. 

23. In what way Is Sennacherlb, not Hezeklah. left with (e:ufu l emo­
tions? 
24. What clear message can be learned from what happened to the 
Anyrlan? 



CHArTER TWENTY-FIVE 

The King and His Princes 

halll h 32 :1-20 

TOWARD the end of the 1940's, a remarkable collection 
of scrolls was found In caves located near the Dead Sea, 
In '''''estlne_ They became known as the Dead Sea Scrolls 
and arc believed to have been written sometime between 
200 n .. E. and 70 E. SCSI known among them is a scroll 
Of Isaiah written In Hebrew on durable leat her. This scroll 
is almost complete. and lis lext differs very little from 
thai o f manuscrIpts of the Masoret ic text datl.."<i about 
1,000 years later. Thus, the scro ll demonstrates the accu­
ra le transmls.o; lon o f Ihe Sible text. 

2 A not'eworthy detail ahout' the Dead Sca Scro ll of Isaiah 
Is Ihll t the po rti on rnaklt'g up what is today known as [sa­
lah chapter 32 Is tnnrkcd with an "X" scrawled In the ma r­
gin by a scribe. We do not know why the scribe made such 
it mark, bu l we do know that there Is something special 
;tbou t this portion of the Holy Bible. 

Ruling fo r Rig hteo u sn ess and Jus t ice 

3 1!i.'1lah Chapter 32 opens with a thrilling prophe­
cy thall~ finding remarkable fu lfi ll ment In our day: "Look! 
A king will reign (or righteousness iae/I; and os respects 
princes, tlley will rule as princCl (or justice lae/(. If' (Isaiah 
32: I) Yes, "Look'" This exclamation calls 10 mind a similar 

I, 2. What can bt .saId _hout the ttxt of tht Dead Sta xroU of ba· 
lah1 
:'- What ncJm lnbtrallon Is l)rophesled In the books o f lsatah and Rev­
elation? 
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exclamation found in the last propheth:: book of the Bible: 
"The One iCated on the thronesa id: 'lmJk! I am making atl 
things new.''' (Hevelation 21:5) The Bible books of Isaiah 
and Hevelanon, written some 900 years apart, both [In.'scnt 
a glowing description of a new admi nistral ion-~a /lew 
heaven," composed of the King. Ch rist Jesus, enthroned In 
the heavens in 1914, and 144,{X)() corulcrs "hought from 
among mankind"-togelher with "a new earth," a glol). 
ai, united human society.- (Revelation 14:1-4 ; 21:1-4; Is,l­
iah 65:17-25) l l tis entire a rrangement is made possible by 
Christ's ransom sacrifice. 

4 After seeing in vision the (LIlal scaling o f these 144,000 
carulers, th e apostle John reports: "I saw, and, look! il grei l t 

crowd, which no man was able to number, out of ali na­
tions and tribes and peoples and tongues, standi ng before 
the throne and before the Lamb." Here is the nucleus of 
the new earth-it great crowd now numbering into the mi l­
lions, who have been gathered to the side of the few, most­
ly elderly remaining ones of the 144,000. This grea l crowd 
will survive the fast-approaching great tribulation and III 
the Paradise earth will be joined by resu rrected faithful 
ones and billions of others who will be given the oppor­
tun ity to exercise faith. All who do so wil l be blessed with 
eve rlast ing Iife.-Revelation 7:4, 9-17. 

S However, as long as the present hale-fl lled world ex­
ists, mem bers of the great crowd need protection. In la rge 

• Thc ·king~ in Isaiah 32:1 may have had a prell lll illary ICfl'rl'n~ to 
KIng H{,7.eklah. HOVo'("'CT, thl' main ful fillme nt or Isaiah cha rlier 32 Is 
In relation 10 the King. Ch rist Jesus. 

4. What nudeus or the new {'anlt b now presl'Ilt? 
5-7. Wltat role do Ihe forl'told ~ prillcesH plar In God 's flock? 

In the Dead Sea Scrolls, Isaiah d Iopter 32 
is marked with an "X" 
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measure this is provided by the "pri nces" who "rule .. . for 
justice itself." What a grand arrangement! 111l!SC "princes" 
are described further in the glowing words of Isaiah's 
prophecy: " f.ach one must prove to be like a hiding place 
from the wind and a place of concealment from the rain­
storm, like streams of water in a waterfess country, like 
the shadow of a heavy crag in an exhausted land."'-Isoiall 
IN. 

6 Right now in this time of worldwide d istress, there is a 
need for "princes," yes, e lders who will "pt'Y altention to 
... a ll the nock," caring for Jehovah's sheep and adm inis­
tering justice in harmony with Jehova h's righteous princi­
ples. (Acts 20:28) Such "princes" must meet the quali fica ­
tions set out in I Timothy 3:2-7 and TIlliS 1:6·9 . 

7 In his great prophecy describing the distressful "conclu­
sion of the system of th ings," Jesus said: "See th(lt you lire 
not terrifi ed." (Matthew 24:3-8) Why arc Jesus' followers 
not terrified by today's dangerous \vorld conditions? One 
reason is that the "princes"-whether they be :lIlo lntec\ or 
"ot her sheep"-are loyally protecting the flock. (John 10: 
16) They fearlessly care for their brothers and sisters, even 
in the face of such horrors as ethnic wtl rs and genocide. In 
a spirit ually exhausted world, they Sl'C to It Ihat depressed 
souls arc refreshed by the upbuilding lrulhs o f God's 
Word, the Bible. 

8 During the past 50 years, the "princes" have come clear­
ly into view. "Princes" who are of the oUler sheep <ICC be­
ing trained as a developing "chieftain" class so Ih'll aft er 
the great tribulation, qualifi ed o nes from among them will 

8. HO\v is Jehovah training and !Ising the · princes· who lIle or the 
olhl." sheep? 

Each 'prince' is like a hiding pfoce from the wind, shelter 
from the rain, woler in the desert and shade from the SIlt! 
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be ready for appointment to serve in an admin istrative ca­
pacity in the "new earth." (Eze kiel 44:2, 3; 2 Pete r 3:13) By 
providing spiritual guidance and refreshment as they take 
the lead in Kingdom service, they are provi ng themselves 
to be "like the shadow of a h eavy crag," bringing relief to 
the fl ock in its realm of worshi p." 

9 10 these perilous last days of Satan's wicked world, ded­
icated Christians sorely need such protection. (2 Timothy 
3:1-5, 13) Strong winds of fal se doctrine and twisted pro-­
paganda are blowing. Storms are raging in the form of 
wars between and within natio ns as well as direct assaults 
against faithfu l worshipers of Jehovah God. In a world 
parched by spi ritua l drought, Christians badly need the 
streams of water of pure, unadulterated truth in order to 
quench their spiritual t hirst. Happily, Jehovah has prom­
ised t hat his reigning King, through h is anointed brothers 
and supportive "princes" of the other sheep, will provide 
encouragement and guidance to despondent and discour­
aged ones in this time of need. Jehovah will thus see to it 
that what is righteous and just wlll prevaH. 

Paying Attention With Eyes, Ears, and Hearts 

10 How have the great crowd responded to Jehovah's 
theocratic arrangement? TIle prophecy continues: '7he 
eyes of those seeing will not be pasted together, and 
the very ears of those hearing will pay attention. H (Isa­
iah 32:3) Over the years, Jehovah has provided for the in­
struction and bringing to maturity of his precious servants. 
The Theocratic Min istry School and other meetings oper-

• See Tile ).'Iilrel/tower, March 1, 1999, pag(!~ 13-18, publlshed by the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of :\'ew York, Inc. 

9. What conditions show the need for nprincesn today? 
10. What provisions has Jehovah made so that his people can 'see' 
and 'hear ' spiritual thIngs? 
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aling in the congregations of Jehovah's Wit nesses world­
wide; the d istrict, national, and international conventions; 
as well as the specialized training of the "princes" lo lreat 
the flock with loving care have a ll contributed to the build­
ing up of a united, globa l brotherhood of millions. Wher­
ever these shepherds are o n earth, thcir cars aTC wide open 
to ad justments in unde rstanding of the advancing word of 
trulh. With Hible-trained consciences, they are ever rcady 
to hear and to obey.-Psalm 25: 10. 

11 The prophecy then cautio ns: '7he heort itJeff of those 
who are overhasty will consider knowledge, and even the 
tongue of the stammerers will be quick In speaking clear 
things," (Isaiah 32:4) Let no one be overhasty in drawing 
conclusions about what is right and what Is wrong. The Bi­
ble says: "Have you beheld a man hasty with his words? 
There is more hope for someone stupid than for h im." 
(Proverbs 29:20; Eccles iastes 5:2) Before 1919, even Jeh~ 
vah's people were tainted with Babylonish ideas. But start­
ing in that year, Jehovah has given them a clearer un­
derstanding of his purposes. Onley have found the truths 
he has revealed to be, not overhasty, but well t hought Ollt, 
and they are now speaking with the certaintyof belief, not 
stammeri ng with uncertain ty. 

"Th e Se n seless One" 
12 Isaiah's prophecy next draws a contrast: '7he senseless 

one will no longer be called generous; ond as for the un­
principled man, he will not be said to be noble; because the 
senseless one himself will speak mere senselessness." ( Isa­
iah 32:5, 6a) Who is uthe senseless one"? As if for empha­
SiS, Ki ng David M ice supplies the answer: "The senseless 

I I. Why arc God's people now speaki ng With con rldence, not starn· 
merlng wIth uncertain ty? 
12. Who are 't he senseless ones' today, and in what way do they lack 
generosIty? 



336 IJnillh'J I'l'oplr('(y- LlglJI (or All Mallkilld I 

one has said in his heart: 'There is no j ehovah: They have 
acted ruinously, they have acted detestably in their deal­
ing. Then:.' is no one doing good." (Psalm 14:1; 53:1) Of 
course, confirmed atheists say that there is no jehovah. In 
effect, so do "intellectuals" and others who act as if there 
were no God, believing that they are accountable to no 
one. The truth is not in such ones. There Is no generos­
ity in their hearts. They have no gospel of love. In COIl­

trast with genuine Christians, they are slow to provide for 
needy ones in distress o r fail to do so entirely. 

Il Many such senseless ones come to hate those who 
champion God's truth. "His very heart will work at what 
is hurtful, to work at apostasy and to speak against Je­
hovah wiJat is wayward." (Isaiah 32:6b) How true this Is 
of modern-day apostates! In a number o f countries in Eu­
rope and Asia, apostates have jo ined forces with other op­
IXlnents of truth, speaking outright lies to the authorities, 
with a view to having j ehovah's Witnesses banned or re­
stricted. They manifest the spiri t of the "evil slave, ~ of 
whom Jesus prophesied: "If ever t hat evil slave should say 
In his heart, 'My master is deJaying,' and should start to 
beat h is fellow slaves and should eat and d rink with the 
confumed drunkards, the master of that slave will come 
on a day that he does not expect and in an hour that 
he does not know, and will punish him with the greatest 
severity and will assign him his part with the hypocrites. 
There is where his weeping and the gnashing of his teeth 
will be."-Matthew 24:48-51. 

14 In the meantime, the apostate causes "the soul of the 
hungry one to go empty, and he causes even the thirsty one 
to go without drink itself. It (Isaiah 32:6c) Enemies of truth 

13, 14. (a) How do modern-day apos l ate~ work what Is hurtful? 
(b) Of what do apostates try to deprive the hungry and the thirsty, 
but what will be the final outcome? 
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try to deprive truth-hungry people of spiritua l food, and 
they try to keep thirsty ones from drinking the refreshing 
waters of the Ki ngdom message. But the fina l outcome will 
be what Jehovah decla res to .his people through another 
of his prophets: "They will be certain to fight against you, 
but they will not prevail against you, for ' I am with you, ' is 
the utterance of)ehovah , ' to deliver you.' "-Jeremiah 1:19; 
Isaiah 54:1 7. 

IS From the middle years of the 20th century, immorali­
ty has openly run riot in the lands of Christendom. Why? 
The prophecy foretold one reason: '}\s for the unprincipled 
man, his instruments are bad; he himself has given coun­
sel for acts of loose conduct. to wreck the afflicted ones 
with false sayings, even when someone poor speaks what is 
right." (Isaiah 32:7) In ful6l1menl of these wortis, many of 
the clergy in particular have adopted a permissive attitude 
toward premarital sex, cohabitation of the unmarried, 
homosexuality-indeed, "fornication and uncleanness of 
every sort." (Ephesians 5:3) Thus, they "wreck" their flocks 
with their false sayings. 

16 In contrast, how refreshing is the fu lfi llment of the 
prophet's next words! "As regards tile generous aile, it ;s 
for generous things that he has given counsel; and in fa­
vor of generous things he himself will rise up." (Isaiah 32:8) 
Jesus himself encouraged generosity when he said: "Prac­
tice giving, and people will give to you. They will pour into 
your Japs a fine measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and overflowing. For with the measure that you are mea­
suring out, they will measure out to you in return." (Lu ke 
6:38) The apostle Paul too pointed to the blesSings that 
come to generous ones when he said: "Bear in mind the 

IS. Tod~y, whu particu larly are "unprincipled," what "false uyings· 
have they promoted, and with what result? 
16. What makes genuIne Christians happy? 



A Christian finds great 
happiness in sharing tile good news witll others 

words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said, 'There is 
morc hilppiness in giving than there is In receIvIng.' n (Acts 
20:35) Genuine Christians are made happy, not by gaining 
material wealth or social pro minence, but by bei ng gener­
ous-in the same way that thei r God/Jehovah, is gene rOlls. 
(Matthew 5:44, 45) The ir greatest happiness is fOllnd In do­
ing God's will, in generously g iving o f themselves In o rde r 
to make known to others "the gloriolls good news of the 
happy God."-l Timothy 1:11. 

17 1S.1i<lh 's prophecy continues: " YOII women who are at 
ease, rise LIp, listen to my voice! YOII careless daughters, 
give ear to my saying! Within a year alld some days you 
careless ones will be agitated, became tile grope picking 
will have come to an end but no fruit gathering will come 

17. Who today are like the -care-tess daught('rs- l('fl' l re-d to I))· l$alah1 
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in. Tremble, you women who are at easel Be agitated, 
you careless ones'" (bolal, 32:9· 170) The altitude of these 
women ma)' remind liS of those today who claim to serve 
God but who arc 110t zea lous In his service. Such ones are 
found in the religions of "Bahylol1 the Grem, the mother 
of the harlots." (Rcvclallol1 17;5) For example, members of 
Christendom's religions :IA!' very much as l5i1 iah describes 
these "women." '111<.')' arc "iH case,N ('OlIlpl;ICel1 t ;15 10 the 
judgment and agiialio llihal will soon engul f theln. 

18 The Ct.1I goes forth, Ihen, to fa lse religion: HUndress 
and make yourselves tloked, alld gird SClckcloth upon tile 
loins. Beat yourselves ulJOn the breastJ In lamentation over 
the desirable fields, over the frtlit·beor;n9 vine. Upon the 
ground of my people merely thoms, spiny bushes come 
up, for '"er are upon all the houses of exuflat/on, yes, 
the highly elated lown. It (Isaiah 32:11 b- rJ) The expression 
"Undress and make yourselves oaki:.'(I" does not appear to 
mean total disrobi ng. '111C ancient cu~t'()ln was to wear an 
outcr ga rment over 1111 umh::rg.1rmcll t. The outcr g,mnent 
was often a m(!nns o f Ictcnt\lic;ltlon. (2 Kings 10:22, 23; 
Revelation 7: 13, 14) The prophecy Is Ihus commanding 
members of false religIons to remove their outer garments 
- their pretended Identity as servants of God-and to put 
on instead garments of ~'lckcloth, symbols of mourning 
over their imminent judgment. (Hevelation 17: 16) r-:o god­
ly fruitfulness is to he found among Ihe religious orgaoi­
Z<'ltions of Christendom, which claims to be CrOCI 's "high­
ly elated town," or ,1I11011g the rcst of the members or the 
world empire of false religion. Their domaIn o f opera tion 
brings fo rth "merely thorns, spiny bushesH o f neglect and 
abandonment. 

19 '111is picture of gloom extends to all parts of apostate 
"Jerusalem": '7he dwelling tower luelf has been forsalcen, 

]8. Who Is Insuucted to "gird )llckdoth ullOlI the 101ns,- and why? 
19. What comllllon of apOSUUe -Juu.,., lem- Is expo!.ed by [salah? 
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the very hubbub of the city has been abandolled; Ophe/ 
and the watchtower themselves have become bare fields, 
for time indefinite the exultation of zebras, the pasture of 
droves, H (Isaiah 32: 14) Yes, even O phel is Induded. Ophel 
is an eJevated part of Je rusalem that provides II strong de­
fensive position. To say that O phcl be<:omes a bare fie ld 
bespeaks complete desolation for the ci ty. Isaiah's words 
show that apostate "j erusale m"-Christendom- Is not 
watchful of doing God's will . It is barren spiri tually, far re­
moved from truth and justice-beastlike in the extreme. 

A Glorious Contrast! 

20 Isaiah next presents a heartwarming hope for those 
who do Jehovah's will. Any desolation of God's own pe0-
ple will last only "until upon us the spirit Is poured out (rom 
on high, and the wilderness will have become an orchard, 
and tile archard itself is accounted as a real forest." (Isa­
iah 32:15) Happily, since 1919, Jehovah's spirI t has been 
poured out in abundance upon his people, restoring, as it 
were, 1I fruit-bearing orchard of anointed Witnesses, to be 
followed by an expanding forest of other sheep. Prosperl ty 
and growth are the keynotes of his orga nlz.1 tion o n earth 
today. In the restored spiritual paradise, "the glory o f Jeho­
vah, t he spl endor of our God," is reflected by his people 
as they proclaim his incoming Kingdom worldwlde.-Isa­
iah 35: 1, 2. 

21 Usten, now. to Jehovah's glo rious prom ise: "In tile wil­
derness justice will certainly reside, and in the orchard righ­
teousness itself will dweJf. And the work of the true righ­
teousness must become peace; ond the service of rile 
true righteousness, quietness and security to time indef­
inite." (Isaiah 32:16, 17) How well this describes the spir!-

20. What is the effect of God's ~pirlt being poured out upon h is pe0-
ple? 
21. Where Is ri8hteousne~, quietness, aod security found toda)'1 
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IUil l condition of Jebovah's people today! In contrast with 
the majority of mankind, who are divided by halred, vIo­
lence, and abjt..'Ct spirituall>OVerty, true Christians are glob­
ally united, even thoug h th<:y are "out of all na tions and 
I ribcs and peoples and tongues." ·nley live, work, and serve 
In h;umo ny with God's righteousness, doing so in confi· 
dence of enjoying, atl<lst, true peace and security to time 
Indcfinltc.-Revelallon 7:9, 17. 

Z2 In the spiritual paradise, Isaiah 32:18 is already being 
fulfilled . It says: "My people must dwell in a peaceful abid­
Ing place and In residences of full confidence and in undis­
turbed resting-places. II But for the imitation Christians, Nit 
will certainly hail wilen IIle forest goes down and the city 
becomes low In an abased state." (/saia/l 32: 19) Yes, like 
a teml>C.Stuous ha ilstorm, Jehovah's judgment is poised 
to strike the counterfe it city of fa lse rel igion, debasing its 
"forest" of supporters, obliterating these for a ll time! 

2.1 ·nlls po rtion of the prophecy concludes: " Happy are 
you people who are sowl"g seed alongside all waters, send­
/ng forth fhe feet of fhe buJl and of the ass. H (Isaiah 32:20) 
The bull and the ass were beasts of burden lIst..'(\ by God's 
,Inden t people In plowing fields and sowing sL"ed. Today, 
Jehovah's Jleople use pri nti ng equipment, e lectronic tools, 
modern buildings and transport and, above all, a united, 
theocratic organizat ion to print and distribute billio ns of 
Bible publications, Willing workers use t hese instruments 
10 sow seeds of Kl ngdom truth throughout the earth, lit· 
erally "alongside all wa lers," Mi llions of God·fea rlng men 
and women have already been harvested, and other multi· 
tudes are 10ln1ng them . (Revelation 14:15, 16) All of them 
are indeed to be counted "happY'! 

2Z. Wltal b Ihe d l fJe~nre between the condition of God's people 
and Ihot of Ihose In fal5e religion? 
23 . WillI! global wOlk I:i neprlng completion, and how are those shar· 
Ing In It 10 '* COu nted? 
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"No Resident Will Say: 
'I Am Sick'" 

Isaia h 33:1· 24 

"ALL creation keeps on groanjng together and being in 
pain together until now." So said the apostle Paul. (Ro­
mans 8:22) Despite advances in medical science, sickness 
and death continue to plague the human race. How won­
derful, then, the promise that climaxes this part of Isal 'lh's 
prophecy Is ! Imagine the time when "no resident will say: 
'I am sick.' " (Isaiah 33:24) When and how will this prom· 
Ise be fulfilled? 

2 Isaiah is writing at a time when God's covenant peo­
ple are sick spiritually. (Isaiah 1 :5, 6) They have plunged 
so deeply into apostasy and immomlity that they need se· 
vere discipline from Jehovah God. Assyria serves as ]ellO­
vah's "rod" to admin ister that discipline. (Isaiah 7: 17; \0: 5, 
15) First, the northern ten-tribe kingdom of Israel falls to 
the Assyrians in the year 740 B.C. I:.. (2 Kings 17: 1-18; 18:9-
II ) A few years later, King Sennacherib of Assyri<l launch­
es an aU-out attack on the southern kingdom of Judah. 
(2 Kings 18: 13; Isaiah 36:1) As the Assyrian juggernaut 
sweeps through the land, Judah's complete annihilation 
seems inevitable. 

3 But Assyria, going beyond its mandate to discipline 

I. Why are the words of lsaialt 33:24 oomforllng1 
2, 3. (a) In what way Is tlte nation of Israel sick? (b) How docs As­
s)'ria serve as God's ~ Iod~ of disdplLne? 
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God 's people, is now pursuing Its own greedy ambition 
for world conquest. (Isaiah 10:7-11) Will Jehovah allow 
lis hrutal mistreatment of his people to go unpunished? 
Will there be a healing o f. the naLion's spiritual illness? 
I n Isaiah chapter 33, we read Jehovah's answers to these 
quesLlons, 

Despoiling the Despoiler 

.. '!11C prophecy begins: " Woe to you who ore despoiling. 
without you yourself being despoiled, and to you who are 
dealing treacherously, without others having dealt treach­
erously wilh yout As soon a.s rot/ have finished as a despoil­
er, you will be despoiled. As soon as you hove done with 
dealing treacherously, tlley will deaf treacherously with 
you." (Isaiah 33: ') Isaiah directly addresses the despoil­
cr, Assyria. AI the peak o f Its power, that aggressive na­
tio n sccms unbeatable. It has 'despoiled without being de­
spoiled,' ravaging the cities of Judah, even stripping the 
house of jchov,lh of its wealth- and doing so with seem­
Ing impun ltyl (2 Kings 18: 14-16i 2 Chronicles 28:21) Now, 
tho ugh, the tables wl1l be turn ed. "You wlll be despoiled, ~ 
isaiah bold ly declares. How comforting this prophecy is to 
fait h fu l ones! 

5 During that frightening period o f time, loyal worship­
ers o f j ehovah will net'<1 to turn to him fo r help. Isa­
Iah thus prays: "0 Jehow/I, s',ow us fovor. In you we have 
hoped. Become our amI [of strength and support) every 
morning, yes. our salvor/on In the time of distress. At the 
sound of turmoil peoples have ffed. At your orising notions 
have been dispersed. It (Isaiah 33:2, 3) Appropriately, Isa­
Iah prays that jehovah deliver His people as He has done 

~, 5. (a) Whllt re\'~rsa l wtll A~syrta experIence? (b) What pr<I)"Cr 
doel 11ll1llh offer on ~ha J f or Jehovah's people? 
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many times in the past. (Ps<ll m 44 :3; 68: I) And no .Ioooner 
does Isaiah olTer th is prayer than he forc tcllsJchovah's an­
swer to it ! 

6 '''The spoil of you peolJle [the Assyrians] will acluolly be 
gothered like tile cockroaches when gatllering in, like the 
onrush of lowst sworm.s that Is r"s/l;l1g ogoinsl one," ( Isa­
iah 33:4) Judah Is familia r wlth clevastaLln~ insect inva­
sions. This timc, though, It is Judah's enemies llwtwill be 
devastated. Assyria will suITer a tllllllillating ctefe!lt , and its 
soldiers wi ll be forced to (tee, leaving behind a grea t spoil 
for the inhabitants of Judah to collect! It is on ly fit ti ng 
that Assyria, known for its cruelty. will experience being 
despoi le<I.- lsalah 37:36. 

T he Modern-OilY Assyr!;.lII 

7 How does Isaiah's prophecy apply In ou r day? The spir­
itually sick nation of Israel CiU1 be compared to unfai th­
ful Christendom, Just as Jt::hovah used A'isyrla as il "rod" 
to puni sh [smel, so l1e wil l usc it "rod" to punish Chris­
tendom- lIS we ll as t he rest o f the world empire of false 
religion, " Habylon th e Gre!] t ." (Isaiah 10:5; Hcvcln tion 18: 
2-8) That " rod" will l>e member mltians of the United Na­
tionS- ,1ll o rgani1 .. a tio n pictured [n llcvclll\'ion as a seven­
headed, ten-horned, scarlet-colored wild beasl.- Revcla­
lio n 17:3, 15- 17. 

R \OVhen the modern·day Assyrian rampages throughout 

(l, Wh;!! wilillilppcn loA>$yr ]IL, iliHI why]~ thl~ fltllng't 
7, (a) Who t{)d~r e Ml ho.: cL1mparcd to t h~ 'plrltllilily ~I('k !l ~ t lo l1 of 
Israe l? (il) Who will ~('r\'c U~ JdUlv;.h's "rod" II) dl'~ tmy Chrlstclldurn ? 
8, (a) Who tod3Y c~n be (ompllrI.' d to Si.'nn:lC'herltl" (b) Who will the 
moclern-<lay Scnna('hcrliJ 1>4.' t: l11l)old,·twd to ~ nHlk, Hnd with wlwt 
outcome? 

Isaiah prays confiden tly to Jehovah 
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the realm of false religio n, It will appea r to be unstop. 
pable. With an atti tude like that o f Sennacherlb, Satan the 
Devil will be emboldened to strike out- not o nly agai nst 
apostate organ izations deserving of punishment but also 
agai nst true Christians. Alongside the remaining o nes 
of Jehovah's anointed Spiritu.,l sons, millions who hilVC 
come out of Salan's world, which includes Bahylon the 
Great, take their stand for Jehovilh 's Kingdom. Angered al' 
the refusal of true Christians 10 pily him homage, "the god 
of this system of things," Satan, will launch an all-out at­
tack against them. (2 CorinUllans 4:4; Ezekiel 38: 10-16) As 
terri fying as this attack w:ill no doubt be, jehovah's pe0-
ple will not need to cower in fear. (Isaiah 10:24, 25) They 
have assurance from God that he wiJl be their "salvation 
in the time of distress." He will Intervene, bringing devas· 
tation upon Satan and h is crowd. (Ezekiel 38:1S·Z.1) Jusl' as 
In ancient times, those trying to despoil God's people will 
themselves be despoiled! (Compare Proverbs 13:22b.) je· 
hovah 's name will be sanctified, and survivors wi ll be re­
warded for having sought "wisdom alld know/edge [and] 
the feor of Jehovah. "-Read Isaiah 33:5, 6. 

A Warning to Fai thless Ones 

9 What, though, will be the fate o f fai thless o nes in ju­
dah? Isaiah paints a grim picture of their iml>endlng 
doom at the hands of Assyria. ( Read Isaiah 33:7.) Judah's 
military "heroes" cry out in fear at the Assyrian advance. 
"Messengers of peace," diplomats sent to negotiate peace 
wi th the warlike Assyrians, face mockery and humi liation. 
They will weep bitterly over their failltre. (Compare jere­
miah 8:15.) The brutal Assyrian wil l not pity them . (Read 
Isaiah 33:8, 9.) He will ruthlessly ignore covenants he. has 

9. (a) What will Judah's "hl.'rol.'~~ .and ~ml.'uengers or peace~ do? 
(b) How will the Assyrian respond 10 peace initiatlVl..'S from ) udllh? 
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made with the inhabitants of Judah. (2 Kings 18:14-16) 
The Assyrian will 'contemn the cities' of judah, viewing 
them with contempt aod scorn, havi ng no rcg.ud fo r hu­
man life. 'IlH~ situation will be so devasta ting that the land 
itself will, as it were, m ourn, Lebanon, Sharon, Bashan, 
and Carmel will likewise mourn over the desolation. 

10 Similar ci rcumstan~ will no doubt develop in the 
neaT futu re as the mltio ns begin their ass..111 1t on relig ion. 
As in Hezcklah's day, physical resista nce to these destruc· 
tive fo rces wi ll be futile. Chrl.~ tendom's "he roes"- It"i poli­
tIcians, finanCiers, and o ther people of Influence-wi ll be 
unable to come to her aid, l"ollUcal and financial 'cove­
nants,' Of agreements, dl'Signed to protect Christendom's 
inteI3"ls will be violated . (1s..1Iah Z8: 15· 18) frantic attempts 
10 stave o ff destruction by diplomacy will fall. Cammer· 
cial activities will come to a halt, ,IS hrislendom 's prop­
erties and Investments are confiscated or destroyed. Any 
who still have friendly feeli ngs 100vard Ch ristendo m will 
do Uttle more than sta nd at a sa fe distance and mourn 
her passing. (Heveliltlon 18:9-19) Wlll true Chrlstlanity be 
swept away with the fa lse? No, for jehovah himsel f gives 
th is assurance: '''Now I will rise up,' says Jehovah, 'now I 
will exalt myself; now I willli(f myself up.'" (Isaiah 33:10) 
Finally, jehovah will inte rvene In behalr of falthli.d ones, 
like Hezekla h, and halt the Assyrian 's advance.-PsaJm 
12:5. 

11 The unfai thful can not count o n such protection.jeho­
vah says: ,. You people conceive dried gross,' YO II will give 
birth to stubble. Your own spirit as a (ire, will eat you 

10. (a) How will Chri~lendom'~ ~ hcrOl'S· I>rovt' to be Ineffecth-e? 
(b) Who will protect genuine ChrlSl IIl05 during Chrlswndom's day 
of dlstreU? 
11, 12. (a) When and how do the word~ of 1~lah 33:II · t4 rind ful­
fillment? (b) Jehovah'l worch g/\-e what warning for today? 
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up, And peoples must become as 'he burnings of lime, 
As thoms cut away, they will be set ablaze evell with fire. 
Hear, you men who are far away, who' I must do! And 
knaw, you wha are nearby, my mightiness, In Zion the 
sinners IIOve come to be ill dread; s/J;verillg has grabbed 
hold of the apostates: 'Who of us con reside for any 
time with a devouring fire? Wilo of us can res ide for any 
lime with fong~/asting conflagrations?'" (Isaiah 33: J1 ~ 14) 

Tllese words evidently apply to the time when Judah faces 
a new enemy, Babylon. After t he death of Hezcklah, Ju­
dah reverts to her wicked ways. Over the next few decades, 
condit io ns in Judah deteriorate to Ihe poi lU where the en­
Ure nation has to suffer the fi re of God's anger.- Deuteron­
a my 32:22. 

12 Wicked plans and schemes hatcht.-'d by d isobedient 
o nes to avert God's judgmen t prove to be of no more sub­
stance than stubble. In fact , the proud, rebellious spirit of 
the nation will actually trigger the events [eliding to Its de­
struction. (jeremiah 52:3-11) Wicked ones w]l! Nbecome 
as the burnings of lime"- utterly destroyedl A", th ey con­
template this impending doom, the rebellious Inhabitants 
o f Judah experience a sickening dread. Jehovah's words to 
unfull hful Judah illustrate the situation o f Christendo m's 
members today. If they do not heed God's wa rning, a grim 
fu ture awaits them. 

"Walking in Continual Righteousness" 

13 By way o f contrast, Jehovah next says: "There is one 
who is walking in conUnual rigllteousness and speak· 
il1g wllat is upright, who Is rejecting Ihe unjtlst gain from 
frauds, wllo is shaking his flands clear from taking hold on 
a bribe, who is stopping up fljs ear from listening to blood-

13. What promise is made 10 one "walklnK In contInual rlghter:IU!­
ness,w and how was II (ulfilled I n Jcrcmlah'~ case? 
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shed, and who is closing his eyes so as not to see what 
is bad. He is the one that will reside on the ',eights them­
selves; his secure height will be CfOggy places difficult to 
approach. His own bread will certainly be g;ven him; his 
water supply will be unfailing. It (Isaiah 33: '5, '6) As the 
apostle Peter later expresses It, "Jehovah knows how to de­
liver people of godly devotloll out of tr ial, bu t to reserve 
unrighteous people fo r the d:ly of judgment to be cut 
off." (2 Peter 2:9) Jeremiah experienced such deliverance. 
During the l!.lbylonlan s iege, people had to "eal bread by 
weight and In anxious ca re." (Ezekiel 4: 16) Some women 
even ate the fles h of their own children. (I ... l ment'ations 2: 
20) Yet, Jehovah saw to it that Jeremiah was kept safe. 

H Christians toclay musl llkewlse 'walk In continual righ­
u.'ousness,' daily obscrvlngJchov<lh 's standards. (I'sct lm 15: 
1-5) They must 'speak what Is upright' and reject lyi ng and 
untruth. (Proverbs 3:32) Fraud and bribery may be com· 
mon in many lands, but they are repugnant to one "walk­
Ing in con tinlw l rig hteousness." ChrlsUll ns must also keep 
"an honest conscience" In busI ness deaJlngs, studIously 
avoiding shady or fraudulen t schemes. (Hebrews 13:18; 
1 Timothy 6:9, 10) And one who has 'stopped up his ear 
from listen ing to bloodshed and closed his eyes so as not 
to st..'e what is bad' will be selective in his cho ice or mu­
sic and elllertainmeni. (Psalm 119:37) Du rlng his day of 
judgment, Jehovah will protect and sustain his worship­
ers, who live by such standards.-Zcphanlah 2:3. 

Beholding Their King 

15 Isaiah next gives this glow ing glimpse o f the furo re: 
"'A king in his handsomeness Is what your eyes will behold; 

14. How can Christians today keep · walklnX In contlnu~ 1 r!ghteous­
neu·? 
15. What promlst wlilsusl:.ln faithful )ewbh t'1l11~1 
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they will see a land for away. Your own heart will com­
ment in low tones on a frigllt/II/thing: 'Where is the secre­
tary? Where is the one that does the paying out? Where is 
the one counting the towers?' No insolent people will 
you ree, a people too deep in language to listen to, of a 
stammering tongue without your understanding.'" ( Isaiah 
33: 17-19) The promise o f the future Messian ic King and 
his Kingdom will sustain faithful Jews during the long de­
cades o f exile in Babylon, even though th ey C1l1l sec that 
Kingdom on ly from afar. (Hebrews 11 :13) When Messi­
ah's ru le flllally becomes a rea Illy, the Ilabylo llinn tyran­
ny will be a distan t memo ry. Survivors of the attack of t he 
Assyrian will happiJy ask: "Where are the tyrant's offit."ets, 
who taxed us, charged us, look ou r tribute?" - 15.1Iah 33: 
18. MoffatL 

16 Although Isaiah's words gua ran lee a rl'Staration from 
Uabylo nian captivity, individual Jewish exl!e.'i wl1l itaV(' to 
await the resurrection to enjoy th e complete fulrlilmeni o f 
this part of the prophecy. What about God's servants to" 
day? Since 1914, Jehovil h's people have been ilblc to "be­
hold," or discern, the Messianic KIng, Jesus Christ, In all 
his spiritual beauty. (Psalm 45:2; 118:22-26) As a result, 
they have experienced deliverance from the oppres.~ ion 

lind control of Satan's wicked sYSl'em. Under Zion, the seat 
or God's KingdoOl, they enjoy true spirihml sccu rity. 

17 Isaiah continues: "Behold Zion, the town of our fes­
tal occasions! Your own eyes will see Jerusa/em on tmdis­
turbed abiding place, a tent tI1at no one will pack tip. Nev­
er will its tent pins be pulled out, and none of its ropes wff/ 

16. Slnl'(' when have God's peopll.' bl.'('n able to "hehold" Ihe Messl" 
ante King, and with what re'lult? 
17. (a) What promises are made regardi ng Zion? (b) How are Jeho­
vah's pmmls.es regarding Zion fulfilled o n Ihl! Messiantc Kingdom 
and on Its supponers on eart h? 
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be tom in two. But there the Majestic One, Jehovah, will 
be for us a place of riven, of wide canals. On it no gol­
ley fleet will go, and no majestic sMp will pon over it." 
(Isaiah 33:20, 21) 1s,., I .. h <ISsurcs us that God's Messian­
ic Kingdo m c;mnot be u prooted o r destroyed. Moreover, 
such pro tection clearly extends to faith ful Kingdom sup­
porters o n earth tOelay. Hvc ll if many Individua ls are put 
to severe tests, subjects o f God's Ki ngdom are assured that 
no effo rt to destroy them as a congregation (",Ill poSSibly 
succeed. (Isaiah 54: 17) Jehovah will protect his pt'Ople in 
the way that a m0.11 o r c,lIla l protects a city. Any enem y 
coming up against them - even one as powe rfu l as a "gal­
ley fl eetH or a "majestic shlp"-wlll fa ce destruction ! 

18 Why. though, can lovers o r God's KJngdom feel so 
confident of divin e protection? Explai ns Isaiah : HJehovah 
is our Judge, Jehovah Is our Statute1}iver, Jehovah ;s our 
King; he himself will sove us.''' ( Isaiah 33:22) Jehovah ac­
cepts the responsibil ity of pro tecting ami d irecting his 
people, who recogn ize h is pOSitio n as Supreme Sovereign . 
These willingly submit to his rule through his Mcssianic 
King. recognizing that Jehovah has the autho rity not o nly 
to make laws but also to enforce theln. However, because 
Jehovah l.s a lover of righ teousness and JUStice, h is rule, 
through his Son, is nOt a burden to his wol'$hl pers. Rath­
e r, they ' benefit t hemselves' by submitting to his author­
ity. (Isaiah 48: 17) He wil l never abandon his loyal ones. 
-Psalm 37:28. 

19 Isa iah tells enemies of Jehova h's fait h ful people: " Your 
ropes must hang loose; their most they will flat hold finnly 
erect; they have not spread a soil. At tllat lime even spoil 

18. What rc-sponslbillty dO('s JchoYilh ltC«llt7 
19. How does isaiah dl')cr lb ... Ih ... I nen~l l\'cneS$ (If enemIes of Jeho­
vah's fall hfut people? 
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in abundance will 110Ve to be divided up; the lame Diles 
lIlernse/ves will octually take a big plunder." ( /saiall 33:23 ) 
Any approaching enemy will prove to be as inclTcctlve and 
helpless against Jehovah as a warship with IC)OS(' rlggln& a 
wobbling mast, and no sai l. The destruction of God's Cll l'­

mies will result in so much spoil that ('ven disabled Diles 
will share in laking plunder. We L--all therefore be confi · 
dent that th rough the King Jesus Ch rist, Jehovah will tr l· 
umph over his enemies in the com ing "great tribu la tio n." 
- Hevclation 7: 14. 

A Healing 

2O"111is section of Isaiah's prophecy concludes with a 
heartwarming promise: "No resident will say: '/ am sick.' 
The people thar are dwelling in the land will be rlJOse par­
doned for theirerror. " (Isaiah 33:24) The sickness th:ll !s,,­
lah speaks of is primarily spiritual, for it Is canneL 'ted with 
sin, or "erro r. " In the fmt application of these words, Jeho­
va h promises that after their release frolll Babyloniall cap­
tiv ity, the nation wil! be healed spiritually. (Isaiah 35:5, 6; 
jeremiah 33:6; co mpare Psalm 103:1 -5.) l'laving been for­
given fo r their former sins, the returning j ews will reestab· 
IIsh pure worship in jefus<l.lem. 

21 However, Is.liah's prophecy has ,I modern ful fi llment'. 
jehovah's people today have also enjoyed :1 spiritual heal­
ing. They have been liberated from such fa lse teachi ngs 
as the immortality of the soul, the Trinity, and hellfire. 
They receive moral guidance, freein g them from immoral 

20. GoO's people- will expcrit: IKt: what kind of heilll118. and when? 
21. In what ways do Jehovah'S worshipers today experlcnc-e spilltu­
al heailng? 

Thanh to the ransom sacrifice, 
Jehovah's people have a clean standing before film 
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practices and helping them to make good decisions. And 
thanks to the ransom sacri fice of j esus Q Uist, they have a 
clean standi ng before God and enjoy II clean consdence. 
(Colossians 1 :13,14; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 john 4: 10) This spiritu­
al heali ng has physica l benefits. For exa mple, avoiding im­
moral sex .mel the usc of tobacco products protects Ch ris­
tians aga inst scxuall)' lr.msmitlcd d iseases and certain 
fo rms of cancer.- I Cori nth ians 6:18; 2 Corint hia ns 7:1. 

22 Mo reover, there will be a grander fulfi ll men t o f the 
words o f Isaiah 33:24 after Armageddo n, in God's new 
world. Under the rulershll) o f the Messia nic Kingdo m, 
humans will experi ence a great p" ysiml healing <110118 
with their spirinlal heali ng. (Revelation 21 :3, 4) Sho rt­
ly after the destruction of Satan's system of things, mira­
cles like those thai jesus performed whlle on ea rth will no 
doubt take place on a global scale, TIle blind will see, the 
deaf will hear, the lame will walk! (Isaia h 35:5, 6) This will 
allow all survivors of the great tribu la tion to share in the 
grand work of bri nging the earth to a paradlsalc conditio n. 

2J Later, when the resurrcction beghn , those comi ng 
back to life will no doubt be raised wit h good health. But 
as the val ue of the ransom SJolfl C(' Is applied 10 an in­
creasi ng extent, more physical benefits will ensue, u ntil 
mankind is lifted to perfection. ' n l CIl, righteous ones will 
"come to life" In the fullest sense. (nevciatlon 20:5, 6) At 
that ti me, in bot h a spiritua l ilnd a physlcn! way, "No resi­
dent will say: '1 am s ick.' '' Whnt ,Ill exci ting promise! May 
all true worshi pers tOday re.'~o !ve to be among those who 
will expcricm::c its ful tl llmcni l 

22, 23. (a) What grand fulfillment 1V1lI1.~al,l h 33:24 h~n! in the fu­
l ure? (b) What is t he n.'soJve of truc worshipers loday? 

In the new worfd, there will be a great physlcol healing 
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Jehovah Pours Out 1ndignation 
Upon the Nations 

ha lah34 : 1-17 

JEHOVAH GOD is patien t not on ly with his f;lltl1fu l st'r­
vants but also, when his purpose warmnts It, with his ene­
mIes. ( I Peter 3:19, 20; 2 Peter 3: 15) Jehov;lh 's advcr.mrlcs 
may not appreciate his p.lt1cncc and may view II as an in· 
ability or an unwillingness to act. Sti li. as the 34 th chal)­
Icr of Isaiah shows, in thecndlehovah always demands an 
accoun ting from his enemies. (Zephaniah 3:8) For a while, 
God permitted Edam and other nations to oppose his pe0-
ple without hindrance. But Jehovah had his ow n due time 
for I'Ctrlbut lon. (Deuteronomy 32:35) Simliarly, In his all­
poi nted time, Jehovah wi ll express his vengC<l11CC upon ,III 
clements of the present wicked world that defy his sover­
eignty. 

2 '111C primary purpose of God's executing vengeance is to 
demonstrate his sovereignty and glo rify his name. (Psal m 
83:13-18) His retribution alsovlndicatcs his scrva nl~ as be­
ing truly his representatives and delh'crs them from undc­
slmblc ci rcumstances. Moreover, Jc.hovah's vengeance Is al­
ways in fu ll harmony with his justicc.- Psnlm 58: 10, I I. 

Ilay Attention, You N" tio lls 

J Before focusing attention on retributio n ng;Ilns\ Edom, 

1, 2. ti l Rcgard ingJt'ho\'ah ') \,(:'IIgeance, or wIlli! Coll i _ be ccr!all1? 
(hi Wlml does God accompll$h by t'''«Uthl/l \{:nK~;" Il-e1 
3. What In\' itation doc~ Jehovah through balah {'"It, ,,, t tu the tUi­

tions? 
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Jehovah th rough 1s.1iah extends ,I soleml! invit.1tlon to all 
nati 'Ons: "Come up close, you notions, to hear; and you na­
tiona/groups, pay attention. let the earth and that which 
fills it listen, the productive land and all its produce." (Isa­
iah 34: ' ) The prophet has repeatedly spo ken againslun­
godly nations. Now he is ab'Out 10 summarize the divine 
denunciations aga inst them. Do these warni ngs have any 
meaning far 'Ou r (lay? 

;; Yes. The Sovereign of the un iverse 11llS a controver~l' 
with all segments of tills ungodly system o f th ings. That 
is why the Unatlonal g·roups" illld "the earth " are called 
lIpon to he,lr the UilJle-based message lhat jehovah has 
caused ta be proc.lai med worldwide. In language reminis­
ceDt 'Of Psalm 24: I, Isa.lah says that aU t.he e<lrth will be 
covered with this message-a prapJu..'<.)' that has come true 
in 'Our time, when j ehovah's Witnesses preach " ta the 
most distan t part 'O f the earth." (AcIS 1:8) The nations, 
however, have nDt lisle ned. They have nat taken serious­
ly the \varnlng abaut their for thco rnir11-l dem ise. This, of 
course, wil! not prevent" jehova h from fulflillng his WOrd. 

S The praphecy now deocrlhes the clark out look fo r un­
godly natians-a ("omple!l' con trast to the bright hope of 
God's people that Is described Inter, (I saiah 35: 1-10) The 
praphet states: "Jehovah has indignation against all the 
notions, and rage agoinst all their army. He must devote 
them to destruction; he must give them to the slaugllter. 
And their slain ones will be thrown out; and as for their 
carcasses, their stink wi/l ascend; and the mountains must 
melt because of their blood, N- Isaiah 34:2, 3, 

4. ra) Hihat arc Ihe nallons ("~ lI cd upo n 10 dn, as recorded at Isaiah 
3.J:l? (0) DUI:S Jehovah's c1>:[lrcs~lon o( ]UdgUl l'nt 011 111(' nations 
prove Ihal he Is 3 cruel (.oo? (See box o n pagc 363.) 
5, o. (a) Forll'hal arc lhe na tl(Jn~t;al lt'dIOa(Coun t b}'God?(h)l low 
is It true th;!t - Ihe mountnlllS must melt becau.~e of Ihelr bl00d~? 
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6 Attention is d rawn Lo the hloodguilt of the nations. 
Today the nations of Christendom baVl' the most blood­
guilt of all. In two world wars il nd in m,my sma ller co n­
flicts, they have soaked the earth with human blood. 
Who sho ul d rightly demand justice for all th is bJoodgu ilt? 
None other than the Creator, the great Ufe-Giver. (Psalm 
36:9) Jehovah 's law hilS set' the standard : I,you must give 
sou l for sou l." (Exodus 21:23-25; Genesis 9:4-6) True to 
th is Jaw, he will cause the blood of the nations to flow 
~to thei r death . The stench of their unburied, dead bod­
ies will fill the air- a truly shameful death! Ueremiah 25: 
33) The blood asked back in repayment will be enough to 
melt, or dissolve, as it were, the mountains. (Zephaniah] : 
17) With the complete destruction of their mili tary fo rces, 
the worldly nations will see the fall of their governments, 
which in Bible prophecy are sometimes pictured as mou n­
tai ns.-Daniel 2:35, 44, 45; Revelation 17:9 . 

7 Again employing vivid imagery, lsai;l h goes o n to say: 
"All those of the army of the heavens must rot away. And 
the heavens must be rolled up, just like a book scroll; and 
tlleir army will all shrivel away, just as the leafage shrivels 
off ti,e vine and like a shriveled fig off the fig tree." (/sa­
iah 34:4) The expression "all those of the army of the 
heavens" does not mea n the li teral stars and planets. Vers­
es 5 and 6 speak of a sword of execu lio n being drenched 
with blood in those "heavens." Hence, this must be a sym­
bol of something in the human realm. (I Corinthians 15: 
50) Because of their loftiness as superior authorities, the 
governments of mankind are likened to heavens ruling 
ovt'rearthly human sociely. (Romans 13:1A ) So "the army 
of the heavens" represents the combined armies of these 
governments of manki nd. 

7. What arc "th(' h('a\'ens, ~ and what!5 lithe arrnyof the hea\'en~"? 

Christendom has soaked the earth with blood 





"Tile IIeavens nlllst be rolled lip, jllst like 0 book scroll" 

IS This "army" will "rot away," molder, like something 
pe rishable . (Psalm 102:26; I S~liah 5 1:6) To the naked eye, 
the litera l heavens abovc us apl>earcurvcd, like nn IIndent 
book .scroll, the writing of which was gcncrilily on the in· 
nc r side. When the material wriltcJ l on the Inner ~Ide of a 
scroll hils passed before the cyes or tilt! reade r, the finished 
scro ll is rolletillp and put away, Si milarly, " the hcnvens 
must be rolled up, iust like 11 I.xxlk scroll," In that human 

110 , I low do Ihe srmbolk h"':I\'I.' I1 ~ prove lu be ~ lu~l lIke;1 book K rOll," 
:lnd \\' h;11 hal'pt'ns to Ihdr 'armll'!;'/ 
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gm'ernmcnts must come to I hcircnd. ncach ing the final 
page of their histo ry, tlICY must be brougllllO the ir fUllsh 
at Armageddon. Their impreo;o;lvc-lookin~ '"nn lcs' will filiI 
just as withcrt'(l leaves fa ll off a grill>cvlnc or "a !>hrivcled 
fig~ drop:; off a fig tree. ,11Clt time will be IXlsl.-Compare 
Revelation 6: 12-14. 

A I);:IY or nClrlbutlon 

9 Now the prophL'<.j' ~i ll !o: lL ... ou l 1\ nallon that exists in 
l.saiah's day-Edom . The Edoll1ih..~ ilrc descendants of 8.all 
(Edom), who$oJd \1\" bIrthright to h l~ twin hrolhcr, ji'lcoh, 
for bread and lentil slew. «('tellesis 25:24-34) Ik't..mseJacob 
supplanted him in the birlhrlglll, £sau became filled with 
hatred for his brother. I. .. ller the nation of I\dom and the 
nation of hrilcl became encmll-s, even though they de­
scended from Iwln brothers. t:or this hostility again';l 
God 's Ix-'Ople, Edom h ilS incurred the wmth o f Jehovah, 
who now says: Hlo the heavens my sword will certainly 
be drenched. Lookl U,)OIf Edam it will descend, and lipan 
the people devoted by me to destruction In Justice. JelJovah 
has a sword; it must be filled with blood; it must be made 
greasy willi tIle for. with Ule blood of young roms ond he· 
goats, with the fat of ' lie kidlleys of rams. For Jehovah 'lOS 
a sacrifice ill Bozrah, and a great slauglltering in the land 
of Edom."-Isa;oh 34:5, 6. 

10 Edom occupiCOi 11 high. mountainous ret;lon. Uercmi· 
ah 49:16; Obadiah 8, 9, 19,2 1) Nf'verthc1css, cwn Ihese 
natur.l1 fortifications wi ll be of no help wiler' Jehova h 

9. (a) Wh:u h Ih(' mlltl ll (I' I'dum, and "hat rci;lllolll,hll) dc\'{:Jojlo('tl 
lIelween ISI;lel and "110 m ? (bl Wh:u dlle\)chnvah \IcCK~ concerning 
Edom? 
10. (3) Whom do<:' JChOVilh I)rln): ,Iown wlwn h(' wlcltl~ hh ~word 

~III the hca\en,"1 {hI Whltllll lJlutk' (Iut'~ I'dum dl'pl'l~ when JudJh 
Is attacLed b)' 11l111) lOll? 
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wields his sword of judgment "i n Ihe hc,lVcns," abasing 
Edam 's rulers from their elevated l)Osltion . Edam Is heavi­
ly milita rized, and its armed forces Olucch through high 
mountain ranges to ~rcguard the country. But po .... 'erful 
Eda m fu rnishes no assistance when Judah is attacked by 
the armies of Babylon. Rather, Edam Is overjoyed La see 
the tumbling of the kingdom o f Judah and urges her con· 
querors on. (Psalm 137:7) Edo m even chases down Jews 
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An Angry God ? 

~pressions such as those found at IsalaM 34:2-7 have 
moved many to think that jehovah, as described In the 
Hebrew Scriptures, is a cruel, wrathful God . Is that so? 

No. While God does at times express his anger, such 
anger is always justified . II is always based on princi· 
pie, not on uncontrolled emotion. Moreover, it is a l­
ways dictated by the Creator' s right to receive exclusive 
devotion and his constancy in upholding truth. Divine 
anger Is governed both by God's love of righteousness 
and by his love for those practicing righteousness. jeho­
va h sees all the issues involved In a matter and has com­
plete, unlimited knowledge of a situatlon. (Hebrews 4: 
13) He reads the heart; he noLes the degree of Igno­
rance, negligence. or willful sin; and he acts with im· 
partiallty.- Deuteronomy 10:17, 18; 1 Samuel 16:7; Acts 
10:34, 35. 

However, jehovah God is "slow to anger and abun­
dant In loving-kindness." (~odus 34:6) Those who fea r 
him and strive to work righteousness receive mercy, for 
the Almighty recognizes man' s Inherited imperfection 
and shows mercy to him on this account Today God 
does this on the basis of Jesus' sacrifice. (Psalm 103: 
13,14) At the proper time, jehovah's anger Is removed 
from those who acknowledge thei r sin, repent, and tru­
ly serve him. ( Isaiah 12:1) Fundamentally, jehovah is 
not an angry God but a happy God, not unapproach­
able but welcoming. peaceable, and calm toward those 
who properly approach him. ( l 1imothy 1:11) This is in 
sharp contrast to the merciless, cruel characterislics as­
cribed to the false gods of the pagans and portrayed in 
Images of those gods. 
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running fOf their lives and hands them over to the Babylo­
nians, (Ob.'ldiah 11-14) The Edo mites plan to take over the 
abandoned country of lhe Israeli tes, and they speak bo..'lst­
f\l lly against jehovah,-tzekicl 35: 1()'15. 

II Does Jehovah overlook this unbrotherly condue! on 
the part of the Edom ites? No, Rather, he fo retells o f 
Edam: "The wild bulls must come down with them, and 
young bulls with the powerful ones; and their land mUll 
be drenched with blood, and their very dust will be made 
greasy with the fat H (Isaiah 34:7) Jehovah speaks of the 
greate r ones and the lesser on('s in the nation as symbolic 
wild bulls and young bulls, as young r,lIns and he-goats, 
The land of this bloodguil ty nation m usl be d renched 
with the people's ovm blood by means of the executional 
"sword" of jehovah. 

12 God purposes to punish Edam for what has I1li1lklous­
ly been done to His earthly organ iZ<1tioll, called Zion. Says 
the prophecy: "Jehovah 1105 a day ofvengeatJce, a year of 
retributiotlS for the legal COle over Zion H (Isaiah 34:8) Not 
long (lfter the destructio n of jerusalem in 607 B.C E., j('­
hovall begins to express his righteous vengc,mcc upon the 
Edo mitcs by means of the king of Babylon, Nebuchadncz-
7 • .'lr. Ueremiah 25:15-17, 21) When Babylon's armies move 
agai nst Eda m, nothing can save the Edo mitest It is "a YC<lr 
of retributions" upon that moun tai nous land. jehovah 

I I. 1101\' w11l Jehovah rl' pay the Edomlles for Ihelr lreacherous con· 
duct? 
12, (a) Whom d0e5Jehovah use to bring punishment upon F .. dom? 
(b) What d0e5 rhl' prophet Obadiah foretell regarding Edom? 



365 

foretells through the pro phet Ob'ldiah: "Hecause of the vi­
o lence to your brother Jacob, shame will cover you, and 
you will have to be cu t o tT to lime Indefi nite .... In the 
way that you have do ne, it will be done 10 you. Your sort 
of treatmem wIll return IIIXlII your own head."-Obadiah 
10, 15; Ezekiel 25:12-14. 

Chris te ndom's U1eak Future 

13 [n mod ern times, Ihere e.'(isls an organ ization with 'l 
rL'wrd like Ihat o f Edom. What orga nization? Well, who 
In modern times has taken the lead in 1'E'\'iling and perse­
c\ltlng Jehovah's servan ts? lias \I not been Ouistendom, 
through its clergy clas~? Y('S! Christendom has elevated 
t1l'r1JeJf to rnountalnllke heights In the atTalrsof this world. 
She clu hns a loft y positIon in mankind's system o f things, 
and her religions form the do minant p.art of l1abylon the 
Grc'll. ijut Jehovah has decrcro "a year of retributio ns" 
agai nst Ihls modern-day Edo m for Olltragcous miscond uct 
loward His peuple, His Witnesses. 

14 Therefore, as we consider the rest of this pilrt of Isa­
iah's prophecy, we think not o nly of ancient Edo m but 

1:1. Who todllY Is ltkc F.dom, lind why? 
14 , IS. (II) What will happen bot h to the land of F.do m and to Chris­
tcmlom? (b) WhDI do the fI..'ferences to burning pitch and Indermlte­
Iy IllStlng ~mokl' mean, and whll t do they nOl mean? 
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also of Christendom: "Her torrents must be changed into 
pitch, and her dust Inw sulphur; and her land must be­
come as burning pitch. By night or by day It will not be ex­
tinguished; to time indefinite Its smoke will keep ascend· 
Ing,N (Isaiah 34:9, 100) The land of Edam becomes so 
parched that it is as if the dust were sulfur tlnd the torrent 
va lleys were filled, not with water, but with pitch. Then 
these highly combustible substances are set a fi re!-Com­
pare Revelation 17:16. 

IS Some have viewed the men tion of fire, pitch, and sul­
fur as evidence of the ex isten ce of a burning hell. But 
Edam Is not hurled into some mythical hellfire to burn 
forever. Rather, it is destroyed, disappearing from the 
world scene as if totally consumed with fire and sulfur. A5 
the prophecy goes on to show, the final result Is, not ever­
lasting torment, but "emptiness .. , wasteness ... noth­
Ing." (Isaiah 34:11, 12) The smoke 'ascending to time in­
defini te' vividly illustrates this. When a house burns 
down, smoke keeps coming from the ashes fo r some time 
after the names have died down, providing onlookers 
with evidence that there has been a conflagration. Since 
Christians today are learning lessons from the destruction 
of Edam, the smoke of Edam's burning is still, In a sense, 
ascending. 

16 \salah's prophecy continues, foretelling that Edam's 
human population will be replaced by wild animals, im­
plying a coming desolation: "From generation to gener­
ation she will be parched; forever and ever no one will 
be passing across her. And the pelican and the porcupine 
must toke possession of her, and long-eared owls and ra­
vens themselves will reside in her; and he must stretch out 

16, 17. What will Edom become. nr,d how long w!llit continue in 
such II state7 
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o~r her the measuring line of emptiness and the stones 
of wolteness. Her nobles- there ore nOlle there whom they 
will call to the kingship illelf, and her very princes will 
all become nothing. On her dwelling towers thorns must 
come up, nettles and thorny weeds In her forI/fled places; 
and she must become on abiding place of jackals, the 
courtyard for the ostriches. And haunters of waterless re­
giollS must meet up with howling animals, and even the 
goat-shaped demon will call to ill componlon. Yes, there 
the niglltjar will certainly toke III ease and find for Itself a 
r€lting-place. There the arrow snoke has made Its nell and 
lays eggs. H - Isaiah 34: lOb- IS.· 

17 Yes, Edom will become an empty land . It will become 
a wasteland with on.ly wild beasts, birds, and snakes In it. 
This parched state o r the land will continue, as verse 10 
says, "forever and eve,r." There will be no restoraUon. 
- Obadiah 18. 

Sure Fulfillment of Jehovah's Word 

HI What a hopeless future th is foreshadows for that 
Illodern-day equivalent of &:lom, Christendom! She has 
proved herself to be a bitter enemy of Jehovah God, whose 
Witnesses she viciously persecutes. And there is no doubt 
that Jehovah will fulfill his word. Whenever anyone com­
part'S the prophecy with the fu lfillment, the two will be 
found to colncide- iust as surely as the creatu res that 111-
habit til e desolated Edom each 'have theIr own mate.' 

• !ly MldllChl's time, th is prophecy had been fulfilled . (Malachi 1:3) 
MdlltCh l reporlS that Edomltl'S ho ped to re~~eu t heir desolated 
land. (Malach i 1:<1 ) However, th is w.u notJehO\'ah') will , and later an­
other peopl , tht Nabataeam, look pcbscsslon o r what had been the 
land or Mom. 

18, t9. Wlmt is "the book of )chovah,~ and what b reserved for 
Christendom III thiS NtxlOk~? 
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Isaiah addresses future students of Bible prophecy, sayi ng: 
"Search for yourselves in the book of Jehovah and reod out 
loud: not one has been missing of them; they actually do 
not fail to have each one her mate, for it is the mouth of Je­
hovah that has given the command, and it is his spirit that 
has collected them together. And it is He that has cast (or 
them the lot. ond his own hand has apportioned the place 
to them by the measuring line. To time indefinite they will 
toke possession of it; for generation ofter generation they 
will reside in it. H - Isaiah 34: 16, 77. 

19 The impending destruction of Chr istendom has been 
foretold In "the book o f Jehovah." This "book o f Jehovah ~ 
details the accounts that Jehovah will settle wit h those 
who are his implacable enemies and who a re u nrepcnt,lIlt 
oppressors of his people. What was written concern ing 
ancIent Edom came true, and this strengthens o ur confi ­
dence that t he prophecy as applying to Christendom, tile 
modern-day parallel of Edom, will likewise come true. 
"The measuring line," Jehovah's rule of action, guarantees 
that this spiritually mori bund organization will become a 
desolate wasteland. 

20 Christendom d oes all she ca n to pacify her politi­
cal friends, but to no avail! According to Revelation dmp­
ters 17 and 18, Almighty God, Jehovah, will pu t it Into 
their hearts to act against all of Babylon the Great, includ­
ing Christendom. This will rid the whole earth of fa ke 
Christianity. Christendom's situation will become IJke the 
bleak condition described in [saiah d lapler 34. She wiIJ 
not even be on hand during the all-decisive "'war of the 
great day of God the Almighty"! (Revelation 16:14) Uke 
ancient Edom, Christendom will be totally cleared from 
the surface of the earth, "(oreve r and ever." 

20. Uke ancienl EdQm, Chrlslendom wlll experience what? 
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Paradise Restored! 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

"THE nostalgia for p.:lradlsc is amo ng the powerful nostal­
gias that seem to haunt human beings. It may be the most 
powerful and persistent of all. A certain longing for par­
adise Is evidenced at every level o f religious life." So says 
"llie E"CJ'('/operiitl of ReligiQII. Such nostalgia is o nly natu­
ral, s ince the BIble tells us Ihat human life began in Para­
dise- a beautifu l garden free o f d isease and death. (Genesis 
2:8·15) h is not surprising that many of the world's reli­
gio ns hold out the hope of future life in a paradise of o ne 
kind or another. 

2 In many parts of the Bible, we can read of the true 
hope of the fu tu re Paradise. (Isalilh 51 :3) For exa mple. the 
pn rt o f Isaiah's prophecy recorded In chapter 35 describes 
the transformation of wilderness regions Into gardenJike 
I" lrks and fruitful fi elds. The blind gain Sight, the mute 
can speak, and the deaf can hear. In this promised Para· 
dlse, there is no grief or sighing, which implies that even 
death Is no more. What a wo nderful promise! How should 
I hese words be understood? Do Ihey ho ld out hope for us 
today? A consideration of this chapter o f Isaiah will pro­
vide the answers to these questions. 

A Desolate la nd Rejoices 

3 isaiah's Inspired prophecy of Paradise restored begins 

I. Why do many rtllglons oold out Ine nope of Ufe In a paradise? 
Z. When! call we lind Ihe lrue hope of fulure Paradise? 
3. According 10 hatal\'s prophecy, whal lra flsformalion will the land 
undergo? 
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with these words: 'The wildem es.s and tile waterless region 
wfll exult, alld tile desert plalll will be joyful alld blossom as 
tile saffron, WJtlIOllt fail it will blossom, and it will realfy be 
/oyful with joyousness and .witll glad crying Ollt. nle glory 
of Lebanon Itself must be given to it. the splendor of Carmel 
alld of Sharon, There will be those wllo will see the glory of 
Jehovall, tile splelldor of our God," - Iso;all 35: 1, 2. 

-+ Isaia h writes these words about the year 732 B.C.I:.. 
Some 12S years later, the Babyloniillls destroy Jerusalem 
and Ihe people of JUdilh are sent Inlo exile. Their home­
land Is lefl uninhabited, desolated. (2 Kings 25:8-11, 21-26) 
In this way Jehovah 's warni ng Ihal Ihe people of ISTileJ 
would go Into ex ile If Ihey proved unfaithful is fulfilled. 
(Deu teronomy 28: l5, 36, 37; I Kings 9:6-8) When the He­
brew nation becomes captive In a foreign land, their well­
Irrig<lteci fie lds and orchards <Ire left unattended for 
70 years and become like a wlldcrncss.- Isaiah 64: 10; Jere­
mia h 4:23-27; 9:10-12 . 

. ~ However, Isaiah's prophecy foretells that the land will 
nOllie desolale forever. It will be restored to a veritable par­
adise. "The glory of Lebanon" and "the splendor of Car­
lIlel and or Sharon" will be given to it ," How? Upon their 
return (ro m exile, th e Jews are again able to cultivate and 
Irrigate thei r fields, and their land returns to the rich frui t­
rulncss lhat It had be fore. ,,'or this, credit can go o nly to 

• The 5crll>!.U!'ej dt'SCTH)(! anden! Lebanon as a fruitful land with 
luxuriant fo rests and lIIalf."SUc ce<la~, comparnbll' to till' Garden of 
~:dcn. (1~11U 29:5; 72:1(,: f.zel.:lcI28: 11 -13) Sharon was known for it<; 
streams and oak fo~ts; Carmel was f;uuous for its Vineyards, 01'­
churd~, and fl owl'r<arpeted slopes. 

4. When arn.l how dot~ the }t'Ws' ho rneland take on the appearnllt'e 
of D wlldcl llt'ss? 
5. (n) Iinw 3re Ilnradbcllke condlt lOlU restored to the land? (b) In 
what SCII~C do 1)C0ll le ~Sl..'C the glory o f JehOYlIh~ ? 

• 
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Jehovah. It is by his \viJl and with his support and bless­
ing that the}ews get to enjoy such paradiselike conditions. 
People are able to see "the glory of Jehovah, the splendor 
of [theirl God" when they acknowledge jehovah's hand in 
the amazing transformation of their land. 

6 Nevertheless, in the restored land of Israel, there is a 
more important fulfillmen t of lsaiilh's words. In a spIrItu­
al sense, Israel has been in a dry, dese rtlike state for many 
years. While the exiles were in J\abylon, pure worship 
was severely restricted. There was no temple. no altar, and 
no organized priesthood. Daily sacriftces were suspended . 
Now, Isaiah prophesies a reversal. Under the leadership of 
such men as Zcrubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah, represen­
tatives from al112 tribes of Israel return to Jerusalem, re­
build the temple, and worship Jehovah freely. (Ezra 2: 1, 2) 
This is indeed a spiritual paiddise! 

Aglow With the Spirit 

7 The words of Isaiah chapter 35 have a ring of joy. 
The prophet is proclaim ing a bright future for the repen­
tant nation. Indeed, he speaks with conviction and op­
timism. Two centuries later, at the threshold of their 
restoration, exiled Jews need the same conviction and 
optimism. Through Isaiah, Jehovah prophetically exhorts 
them: "Strengthen the weak hands, you people, and make 
the knees that are wobbling firm. Say to those who are 
anxious at heart: 'Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your 
own God will come with vengeance itself, God even with 
a repayment. He himself will come and save you people.'" 
- Isaiah 35:3, 4. 

8 The e.nd of th~ long exile Is a time for action. King Cy-

6. What importilnt fulftllment o f Isai<lh's word~ is seen? 
7, 8. Why do the JewIsh exiles need a positive <Ittitude. <Ind how do 
Isal<lll'S words provide em:our,lgement? 



l'ilwrlise Rl'slorril! 373 

rus of Persia, the instrument of Jehovall's vengeance 
against Babylon, has proclaimed that Jcbova ll 's worship is 
to be restored in Jerusa lem . (2 Ch ronicles 36:22, 23) Thou­
sands of Hebrew families need to get organized in or­
der to make the hazardous trip from Babylon tojerusalem. 
When I hey arrive there, thcy will have to erect adequate 
living facilities and prepare for the monumental task of re­
building the temple and the city. For some jews in Bab­
ylon, all of this may seem daunting. However, it is no time 
to be weak or apprehensive. The jews are to strengthen 
onc another and have confidence in Jehovah. He assures 
them that they will be saved. 

9 Those released from captivity in Babylon will have 
good reason to rejoicc, for a grand future awaits them 

9. What gmnct prorn!$c Is held out to rctmning Jews? 
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upon their return Lo Jerusalem. Isaiah foretells: '}:It that 
time the eyes of the blind ones will be opened, and the very 
ears of the deaf ones will be unstopped. At that time the 
lame one wif/ climb up just as a stag does, and the tongue 
of the speechless one will cry out in gladness." - Isaiah 
35:5,6a. 

\0 Jehovah evidently has in mind the spiritu<ll condition 
of his people. They have been punished with 70 years of 
exile for their earlier apostasy. Still, in administering Ilis 
discipline, Jehova h did not strike his people with blind­
ness. deafness, lameness, and muteness. Hence, restoring 
the nation of Israel does not require tile healing of 
physical disabilities. Jehovah restores that whidl was lost, 
namely, spiritual health. 

11 Repentant Jews are healed in that they regain their 
spiritual senses-their spiri tual vision and their abil ity to 
hear, obey, and spe<lkJehovah's word. They become aware 
of their need to stay close to Jehovah. By their fUle con­
duct. they "cry out" in ioyful praise of thei r God. The for­
merly "lame o ne" becomes eager <tnd energetic in his wor­
ship of Jehovah. Figuratively, he will "cl imb lip iust as a 
stag does./I 

Jehovah Refreshes His People 

12 It is difficult Lo imagine a paradise without water. The 
original Paradise in Eden had an abundance of water. 
(Genesis 2:10-14) The land given to Israel was al<;o "a land 
of torrent valleys of water, springs and watery deeps is­
suing forth." (Deuteronomy 8:7) Appropriately, then, Isa­
iah makes this refreshing promise: " In the wilderness wa-

10, 11. For returning Jews, why must Isaiah's WOrth have a spiritual 
meaning, and what do they Imply? 
12. To what extent wl!ljehovah hless the land with water? 
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ters will have burst out. and torrents in the desert plain. 
And the heat-parclled ground wifl/Jave become as a reedy 
pool, and the thirsty ground as springs of water. In tile 
abiding place of jackals, a resting-place (or tllem, there will 
be green grass witl, reeds and papyru.s plants." (Isoioll 35; 
6b, 7) When the Israeli tes again can.' for thl' land, the des­
o late areas where jackals once roamed will be covered with 
verdant, lll;~urian t vegetation. Dry and dusty ground will 
be transformed in to "a swampy place" where papyrus and 
o ther aquatic reeds can grow.- Job 8: II. 

]3 More Import.lIlt, though, is the spiritual water of 
truth, which the repatriated Jev"s will enjoy in abun­
da nce. Jehovah will provide knowledge, encouragement, 
and com fort th rough h is Word. Moreover, fa ith ful o lder 
men and princes will Ix' ulike streams of water in a wa­
terless country." (Isaiah 32:1 , 2) Those who promote pure 

13. \Vllac al>undant spi ritual w~tcr will IJ~ lwaHable to t he restored 
nat ion? 

Desert places become 
well-wafered places af 
reeds alld papyrus plants 
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worship, such as Ezra, Haggai,Jeshua, Nehemiah, Zechari­
ah, Zerubbabel, will indeed be living testimony to the ful­
fi llment of Isaiah's prophecy.-Ezra 5:1, 2; 7:6, 10; Nehemi­
ah 12:47. 

"The Way of Holiness" 

14 Before the exiled Jews can enjoy such physical and 
spiritual paradisaic conditions, however, they will have to 
make the long and hazardous Journey from Babylon toJe­
rusalem. Taking a direct route would mean crossing some 
500 miles of arid, inhospitable terrain. A less-challenging 
route would involve traveling 1,000 miles. Eilher journey 
would mean spending months exposed to the elements 
and in danger of meeting both wild beasts and beastlike 
men. Still, those who believe Isaiah's prophecy are not 
overly concerned. Why? 

lS Through Isaiah, Jehovah promises: "There will certain­
ly come to be a highway there~ even a way; and the Way 
of Holiness it will be called. The unclean one will not pass 
over it. And it will be for the one walking on the way; 
and no foolish ones will wander about on it. No lion will 
prove to be there, and the ropacious sort of wild beasts 
will not come up on it. None wiJf be found there; and the 
repurchased ones must walk there." (Isaiah 35:8, 9) Jeho­
vah has reclaimed his people! They are his "repurchased 
ones," and he guarantees them safe conduct on their way 
home. Is there a literal paved, elevated, and fenced-in road 
from Babylon to Jerusalem? No, but Jehovah's protection 
of his people on their journey is so sure that it is as if they 
were on such a highway.-Compare Psalm 91:1-16. 

14. Describe travel between Babylon and Jerusalem. 
15, 16. (a) What protection does Jehovah provIde for fai thful Jews 
on their journey home? (b) In what other sense does Jehovah pro­
vide a safe highway for the Jews? 
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16 The Jews arc also protected from spiritual dangers. The 
figurative h ighway is "the Way of Holiness." Those who 
d isrespect sacred things or are spiritually unclean are not 
qualified to travel on It. They are not wanted in the re­
stored land. Approved ones are rightly motivated. They are 
not returning to Judah and Jerusalem in a spirit of na­
tional pride or in pursuit of personal Interests. Spiritually­
minded Jews realize that the principal reason for their re­
turn is to reestablish the pure worship of Jehovah in that 
land.-Ezra 1:1-3. 

J e h ova h 's Peop le Re jo ice 

17 Chapter 35 of Isalah's prophecy ends on a joyful note: 
"The very ones redeemed by Jehovah wilt return and cer­
tainly come to Zion with a joyful cry; and rejoidng to time 
indefinite will be upon their head. To exultation and rejoic­
ing they will ottain, and grief and sighing must flee away. H 

(Isaiah 35: 10) The captive Jews who have looked to this 
prophecy for comfort and hope during their exile may 
h llVC wondered how its various details would be fu lfilled. 
Ukely they have not understood many aspects of the 
prophecy. Still, it has been crystal dear that they would 
"return and certainly come to Zion." 

18 Hence, in the year 537 S.c.E., some SO,OOO men (In­
cluding more than 7,000 slaves and temple singers) along 
with women and children make the four-month journey 
back to Jerusalem, wIth fu ll confidence in Jehovah. (Ezra 
2:64, 65) Just a few months later, Jehovah's altar is re­
bui lt, setting the stage for a full reconstruction o f the tem­
ple. The 200-year-old prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled. The 

17. How hilS the prophecy of Isaiah comforled faithful Jews du ring 
their long exile? 
18. In what way Is grief and sighing In Babylon replact'd byexulta· 
tlon ami rejoicing in the restored land? 



Jeslls Ilealed tile sick, 
both spiritually alld 
physically 

nation's gri ef and 
sighing while in Bab­
ylon is replaced by 
exu ltiltion and re­
joicing in the restored 
land. Jehovah has fu l­
filled hL~ promise. Par­
adise-both literal and 
spiritual-has been re­
stored! 

The Birth of a 
New Nation 

19 Of course, in the 
six th century B.C.E., 
tl1e fu1611ment of Isa­
iah chapter 3S i~ lim­

ited. The paradisaic conditions enjoyed by t he repatriated 
Jews do not last. Tn time, fal se religious teachings and na­
tionalism contaminate pure worsh ip. Spiritually, the Jews 
agai n experience grief and sighing. Jehovah eventlJally re­
jects them as his people. (Matthew 21 :43) Because of re­
newed disobedience, their re joicing is not permanent. AJI 
of this points to a further, greater fulfi llment of Isaiah 
chapter 35. 

20 In Jehova h's due time, an other Israel, a spiritual one, 
came into existen<..'C. (Galatians 6: 16) Jesus set the stage 

t9. Why must it be said thaI Isaiah's prophecy h,IS onl)' a limited 
fulflill11ent In the sixth Century II.CI'..? 
20. What new Israel cal11e intu ~xbt~nce In the first century CI;',.? 
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for the bi rth o f this new Israel during h is earthly m in is­
try. I-Ie restored pure worship, and with his teachings, wa­
ters of truth began to flow once again. He healed the sick, 
both p hysically and spi ritually. A joyfu l cry went forth as 
the good news of God's Kingdom was prod aimed. Sev­
en wL'Cks after his death and resurrection, the glorified Je· 
sus established the Chrb1:ian congreg,ltion, ,1 spiritual Is· 
rael m'lde up of Jews and olhm redeemed by Jesus' shed 
blood, begoltcn as God's spiritual sons ,lOci brothers of Je­
SlIS, and anoi nted by ho ly spirit.-Acts 2: 1·4; Romans 8:16, 
17; 1 Peter 1:18, 19. 

21 When writing to the members of spiritual Israel, the 
apostle Paul referred to the words of Isaiah 35:3 by saying: 
UStmighten up the hands thilt hang down and the enft.'C· 
bled knees." (Hebrews 12:12) Evidently, then, in the first 
centu ry c.E., there was a fu lftllmentof the words of Isaiah 
chapter 35. In a li teral sense, Jesus and his diSCiples mirac­
ulously gave sight to blind ones and heari ng to deaf ones. 
Th ey enabled 'lame ones' to walk and speech less ones to 
regain their speech. (Matthew 9:32; 11 :5; Luke 10:9) More 
important, rightheiITted olles escaped from false religion 
and c,lme to en joy a spiritual paradise wi thin the Christian 
congregation. (Isaiah S2: 11 ; 2 Corinthians 6:17) As in the 
case of the Jew's returning from Babylon, theS(' escapees 
found that a positive, courageous spirit was essential.- Ro­
mans 12:11. 

22 What of our day? Does the prophcly of Isaiah have 
another fulfillment, a more complete one Involving the 
Clu istian congregation tOday? Yes. After the death of the 

21. Regarding the lirst-century Chri~lian congregalion, what cwnlS 
may be viewed as a fulfllhllcnI or certain reatures of 1$.1iah's proph-

."" 22. Ilow did sinccre, tru th-seekIng Christi,llls In modern lime; comc 
Into BJbylonlsh captivity? 
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apostles, the number of true anointed Christians greatly 
diminiShed, and false Christians, "weeds," flourished on 
the world scene. (Matt hew 13:36-43; Acts 20:30; 2 Peter 2: 
1·3) Even when during the 19th cemury, sincere Individ­
uals began to separate themselves from Christendo m and 
seck pUn' worship, their understanding remained tai nt­
ed with unscriptural teach ings. [n 1914, Jesus was en­
throned as Messianic King, but soon thcrc:lftcr, the situa· 
tlon looked bleak fo r these sincere truth Sl'Ckcrs. In 
fulfillment of prophecy, the nations 'made Wilt with them 
,and conquered them,' and the attempts of these sincere 
Christians to preach the good news W(!TC stlned. In effect, 
they went into Babylonish captlvlty.-ltcveJntloll 11:7,8, 

Z3 In 1919, hov,,-eve:r, things Changed. Jehovah brought 
his people out of captivity. They began to reject the false 
teachings that had earlier corrupted their worship. As a re­
sult, they enjoyed a healing. They came to be In a spi ri tual 
parad ise, which even today continues to spread through­
out the eilrth. In a spiritual sense, t he blind are lea rning to 
see and the deaf, to hear-becoming fully .. lert to the op­
eration of God's holy spirit, constantly aware of the need 
to stay close to Jehovah. (1 Thcssalonlam 5:6; 2 Timot hy 
4:5) No longer mute, trueChrisfians art.' e.lger to "cry out," 
declaring Bible truths to ot hers. (Romans 1:15) 1110SC who 
were spiritually weak, o r "lame," now display zeal and joy. 
Figuratively, they are able to "climh up just as a Slag docs." 

24 T hese restored Ch ristians walk all " the Way of Ho li· 
ness." Th is "Way," which leads o ut of llabylon the Grc .. t 
into a spiritual paradise, is open to all spiritually clean wor­
shipers. (1 Peter 1: 13-16) They can t..'Ount on Jehovah for 
protection and be con fident that Sat.m will not suCCC<'d In 

23, 24. In what wa}'S have Isaiah's won!! 1)I,'I:n fulfilled amoJlg God's 
IICOPt.: since t9 t9? 
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his anlmalislic attacks to eliminate true worship. (1 Peter 
5:8) Disobedient on~ and any who behave li ke rap.:1dous 
wild beasts are not a llowed to corrupt those o n God's 
h ighway of holiness.. (1 Cori nthians 5: 11) Within this pro. 
tected environ men t, Jehovah's redeemed o ncs-anointed 
and "other shcep"-flnd loy In servi ng the o nly true God. 
-John 10: 16. 

25 What of the fu ture? Will 15.1Iah's prophecy ever be 
fu lfi lled in <I physical way'! Yes. The Illirnculous heatings 
by Jesus and his " I>osties In the first centu ry demonstrat­
ed Jehovah's desire ;md ahillty to perfo rm slich healings 
on a large scale In the fut ure. The Inspired Psal ms speak 
of everlasting life In peaceful cond itions o n eart h. (Psalm 
37:9, 11 , 29) Jesus promised life In Paradise. (Luke 23:43) 
Down to Its very lasl book, Ihe Dible provides hope for a 
litera l paradise. At that time, the blind, the deaf, the lame, 
and the speechless will be healed physically and perma· 
nently. Grief and sigh ing wi ll flee away. Rejoidng will in­
deed. be to time Indefm1tc, even forever.-RcvclatJon 7:9, 
16, 17; 21:3, 4 . 

26 While true Chrlsli:ms ,Iwa it the restoration of the 
physical earth ly Paradise, even now they en joy the bless­
Ings of the spi ritual paradise. They race trials and trib­
ulations with optim ism . With unwaveri ng confidenl"e in 
Jehovah, they encourage one another, heeding the ad­
monilion: "Strengthen the weak hands, you people, and 
make the knees that arc wobbling firm. Say to those who 
ate anxious at heart: ' Ik! st rong. 1)0 not be arrald.'" TIley 
have complete trust In the prophetic assurance: "Look! 
Your own God wlii come with vengeance Itself, God even 
with a repayment. He himlieJrwil1 cOllle and save you peo­
ple."-Isalah 35:3, 4. 

25. Will the,e be a Ilhplcal fulOlimenl of baloh dHllllcr 35" E.'l: plaln. 
26. How do I:.a lah's word~ ~ lrcng l hcTl Chrlsll an ~ loday? 



CHAPTER TWENTY·NINE 

A King's Faith Is Rewarded 

Isaiah 36:1-39:8 

HEZEKlAH was 25 years old when he became king of Ju­
dah. What kind of ruler would he be? Wou ld he fol ­
low in the footsteps of his father, King AJlaz, and induce 
his subjects to follow after fa lse gods? Or wou ld he lead 
the people in the worsh ip of Jehovah, as d id his fo refather 
King David?-2 Kings 16:2. 

2 Soon after Hezekiah came to the thronc, it becamc 
d ear that he intended "to do what WilS right In Jeho­
vah's eyes." (2 Kings 18:2, 3) In his first yt'a r, he orclen.'(l 
Jehovah's temple repaired and temple services resumed. 
(2 Chronicles 29:3, 7,11) Then he organl~ed a grand PiISS­
over celebration to which the enUre naHon was Invited 
- including the ten northern tribes of [Sidel. What an 
unforgettable feast that was! There had been nOlle li ke 
It si nce the days of King Solomon.- 2 Chronicles 30: 
1, 25,26. 

:I At the concl usion of the Passover celebralion, those 
in attendance were moved to cut down the sacred poles, 
break up the sacred pillars, pull down the h igh places 
and the altars of their fa lse gods, after which they n.'­
turned to lheir cities, determined to serve the true God. 

I, 2. HolY dtd Hezekiah prove 10 be a beller king Ihall Aha?7 
3. (a) What <lello n was taken by the InhabltanlS of b rael and Judah 
who allended Ihe Passo\'er arrnngl'<.l by HeT.\'kt ~ h·' (b) WIl:I' do Chrt,­
tlans today l e~rn from the ded.sln.' actiolllak(,11 by Ihn'ie ..... ho all(,l1 l.1 · 
etI thai Passol'e r? 



King Held/all trusts in 
l el/ovall wilen lie faces the 
miglft of Assyria 

(2 Ch ronldc~ 31:1) Wh,1I 
a cont rast that WilS 10 

Ihelr former rellglou" a t­
tllude! -I rue Christians to­
day 1.'lIl It'am from th is 
the Imporlance of 'not 
fOl'!oaktng the gathering 
of themst.:lves together.' 
Such gilt herings, whet her 
in local congregations o r on 
a I,nger ~ .. Ie at as .. emblics ilnd 
convcn tlon .. , play a vi tal role 
in their receivi ng encouragemen t 
ami being movL'Cl by the brother-
hood illi well .. s by God'.:; spirit to 
"Indte 1'0 Jove and fme works."- Hehrews 10:23-25. 

J:aith Put to the Test 

" Serious t ri ;,ls lie ahead for JeTuli.'llem. Hel..eklah hilS bro­
ken an allia nce that h is fait hless father, Ahaz, concluded 
with the Assyrians. lie has even subdued the Philistines, 
who arc al lle .. of A<;..;yr la. (2 Kings 18:7, 8) This has an­
gered t he king of I\ssyrl:'l. lienee, we read: " It come about 
in the fourteenth year 01 King Hezekiah tllot Sennocherib 
the kll19 of Assyria come IIp against 011 tile fortified dties of 

4. S. Ill) 11..w.· 11a' lIuellah dcmoml~led his lodcpcmJcnce flOm 
Anyrla1 (II) What mlll1ary Kllon h:n Senrucherlb laten against Ju­
dah. and what ~ICI1) d~ 1I~1_cklah take 10 !wollt an Immediate as­
~aull 011 Jcru~lem1 (e) Itow doc) I-Ieleklnh rrer;lIe to defend Jelll­
snlcm fmm t he A~s)'rt<lm 7 
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Judah arid proceeded to seize them." (Isaiah 36:1) Per­
haps hoping to protect j erusalem (rom an Immediate as­
sault by the relentless A.<isyrl:m army, Hezekiah agrees to 
pay Sen nacherib an enormous tr lhute of 300 sliver talents 
and 30 gold talents. '"-2 King. .. 18: 14. 

5 Since there is no l enougil go ld unci sliver in the my­
,Ii treasury to pay the tribute, Ilczcklah retrieves what pre­
cious metal s he t;an from the templ e. He also cuts down 
the temple doors, whl cil h;:wc heen overlil ld with gold, 
and sends them to Sennacl1eri b. This satisFIes the Assyri­
an, but on ly for a while. (2 Ki ngs 18: 15, 16) Evidently, Hez­
ekiah realll'.es that the Assyrl,lIls will not leave j erusalem 
alone for long. Therefore, preparations have to be made. 
111e people block up water sou rct'S that could supply water 
to invad ing Assyrians. Hezekia h also strcngt he l'ts the forti­
fications of jerusalem and builds an arsenal of weapons, 
including " miss iles In ahundance ilnel shlclds."- 2 Chron­
icles 32:4, 5. 

6 However, Hezeklah puts his trust, not in c1cver war 
strategies o r in forti fications, but In Jehovah of armies. 
He admonishes his mllttary ch iefs: "Be couragcous and 
strong. Do not be afraid nor be terrllicd bccaUSl' of the 
ki ng o f Ass)'r ia and on account of ,In the crowd thilt is 
with him; for with LIS there arc more than there are with 
him. With h im there is an arm of Ocsh, but with us thcw 
is Jehovah our God 10 help us and 10 fight our battles." 
Responsively, the peop le begin " to brace themselves upon 
the words o f Hezcki<lh the king of Judilh. /1 (2 Chronicles 
32:7, B) Visualize the exciting events Ihal foliow as chap­
ters 36 to 39 o f Isa iah 's prophecy arc reviewed . 

• Worlh morc tlmn 59.S ml1l lon (u.s.) at currem "a im'S. 

6. In whom docs licl.cktah put hl~ tr USt? 
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Rabshakeh Presents His Case 

7 Sennacherib dispatches Rabshakeh (a military title, not 
a personal name) along with hVO other dignitaries to Je­
rusalem to demand the city's surrender. {2 Kings 18:17} 
These are met outside the city wall by three of Hezekiah's 
representatives, Eliaklm the overseer of HCl.ckiah's house­
hold, Shebna the secretary, and )oah the son of Asaph the 
recorder.- fsoiah 36:2, 3. 

8 Rabshakeh's aim is simple-convince Jerusalem to sur­
render without a ftght. Speaking in Hebrew, he first cries 
out: " What is this confidence in which you have trusted? 
... In whom have you put trust, that you have rebelled 
against me?" (Isaiah 36:4, 5) Then Rabshakeh taunts the 
frightened j ews, reminding them that they are complete­
Ly isolated. To whom can they turn fo r support? To that 
"crushed reed, " Egypt? (Isaiah 36:6) At this time, Egypt 
does resemble a crushed reed; in fact, thai former world 
power has been temporarlly conquered by Ethiopia, and 
Egypt's present Pharaoh, King TIrhakah, is not an Egyp­
tian but an Eth iopian. And he is about to be defeated by 
Assyria. (2 Kings 19:8, 9) Since Egypt cannot save itself, it 
will be of little help to Judah. 

9 Rabshakeh now argues that Jehovah will not fight for 
His people because He is displeased with them . Rabshakeh 
says: "In case you should say to me, 'It is Jehovah our God 
in whom we have trusted,' is he not the one whose high 
places and whose altars Hezekiah has removed?" (Isa­
iah 36:7) Of couIse, far from rejecting Jehovah by tearing 
down the high places and the altars in the land, the Jews 
have actually returned to Jehovah. 

7. Who Is Rilbshakeh, and why is he sent to JenJsalem? 
S. How does Rabshakeh try to break JenJsalem's resistance? 
9. What evidently leads Rabshakeh to conclude that Jehovah would 
forsake His people, but what are the facts? 
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10 Next Rabshakeh remi nds the jews that militarily they 
are hopelessly outclassed. He issues th is arrogant chal­
lenge: "l.et me give you two thousand horses to see wheth­
er you are able, on your part, to put riders upon them." 
(Isaiah 36:8) In reality, though, does it matter whether ju­
dah's trained cavalry are many or few? No, for judah's sal­
vation does not depend upon superior military strength. 
Proverbs 21:31 explains matters this way: "The horse is 
something prepared for the day of battle, but salvation be­
longs to jehovah." Then Rabshakeh claims that jehovah's 
blessing is with the Assyrians, not the jews. Otherwise, he 
argues, the Assyrians could never have penetrated so far 
into judah's territory.-fsaiah 36:9, 10. 

11 Hezekiah's representatives are concerned about the ef­
fect that Rabshakeh's ar~'llments will have on the men 
who can hear him from the top of the city wall. These Jew­
ish officials request: "Speak, please, to your servants in the 
Syrian language, for we are listening; and do not speak to 
us in the Jews' language in the ears of the people that are 
on the wall." (Isaiah 36:11) But Rabshakeh has no inten­
tion of speaking in the Syrian language. He wants to sow 
seeds of doubt and fear in the jews so that they will sur­
render and Jerusalem can be conquered without a flght! 
(Isaiah 36:12) Hence the Assyrian speaks again in "the 
jews' language." He warns the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
"Do not let Hezekiah deceive you people, for he is not able 
to deliver you." Following this, he tries to tempt those lis­
tening by painting a picture of life as it could be for the 
Jews under Assyrian ru le: "Make a capitulation to me and 

to. Why does It not matter whether Judah'S defenders are many or 
few? 
11, 12. (a) Why does Rabshakeh insist on speaking in "the Jews' 
13nguage," and hOV\' doe5 he try to tempt the IisteningJews? (b) What 
effect might Rabshakeh's words have on the Jews? 



come out to me and eat each one from Ilis own vine ami 
each one from his own fig tree and drink each one tlte wa­
ter of his own cistern, until I come and actually take YOLi fa 
a land like your own land, a land of grain alld flew wine, 
a land of bread and vineyards. H - Isaiah 36: 13- 17. 

12 There will be no harvest for the jews this y,,;t r- thc Ib­
syrian invasion has prevented them from pl:lIl ti ng crops. 
The prospe<.t of eating succulent grapes and or drinking 
cool wCltcr must be vcry appealing to the m en listcn int; 
on the wall. Hut Rabshakeh has not yet fi nished trying to 
weaken the j ews. 

13 From his arsenal of argumenl<;, Rabsh<l keh clmws all­
ot her ve rbal weapon. He warns the Jews agilinsl be lievil1R 
Hezeklab shou ld he say: "Jehovah himself will deliver liS." 

Rabshakeh remimls the jews that the gods of Samaria were 
unabl e to prevent the ten tribes (rom being overcoille by 
the Assyrians. And what of the gods of tile ot he r nations 
A~syria has conquered "! "Where are tl,e gods of Hamath 
and Arpad?N he demands. "Where are rile gods of Sephar­
vaim? And have they delivered Samaria out of my hand?" 
- Isaiah 36:18-20. 

14 Of course, Rabshakeh, il worshiper of false gods, does 
not understand that there is <I big difference hetwccn 
apostate Samaria and Jerusalem under Hczcki'lh . Sa mar­
i,I'S false gods had no power to save Ihe len-t r ibe kingdom. 
(2 Kings 17:7, 17, 18) On the other hand, j eru5(llel11 Lin­
der Hezekia h has turned its back on false gods a nd has re­
turned to scrving jchovah. However, the threejudean rep­
resentatives do not try to explain this to Rabshakeh. '71ley 
continued to keep silent and did not answer him a word, 
for rile commandment of tile king was, saying: 'YOII mllst 

13, 1·1. Despite Rabshakeh's argu menls, "'h~' I~ what hapt )('nl'tl to 
Samaria Irrelev;mt to Judah's situation? 



Tile hl1l9 se/l ds emissaries 
to Isaiah to IIear Jehovah's couflSel 

!lot answer 1,lm.'N (Isaiah 36:21) Eliakim, Shcbna, and 
Joa tl rel!lrn to t·tezckiah rmd make an officia l report of the 
words o f Hilbshakch.-lsaiah 36:22. 

Hczc kiah Makes a Decision 

15 King Hezekla h now has a dt.'Cislon to make. Will Jeru· 
sa lem surrender to the Assyrians? join forces with Egypt? 
or 'it and her ground and fIght? HC1.ekiah L~ under great 
prl'SSlIfC. l ie goes to Jehovah's tt'mplc, while disp.ltching 
Eliakim and Shcbna, alo ng wi th the older men o f tht' 
priests, to Inquire of Jehovah through the prophet Isaiah. 
(Isaiah 37: 1, 2) Dressed In sackclot h, the king's emissaries 

1$. fa) Whal tl«blon now race~ lIezekla h? (b) 1101\' does Jehovah 
rC;lS)U I~ his 1k.'Oplc? 



Hezekiah prays that Jellovall 's 
l1ame be ma91lified by Assyria 's defeat 

appronch Isaiah, saying: "This day is a day of distress and 
of rebuke and of scornful insolence . .. Perhaps Jehovah 
your God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the 
king of Assyrio his lord sent to taunt tl,e living God, and he 
will actually call him to account for the words that Jeho­
vah your God has heard." (Isaiah 37:3-5) Yes, the Assyri­
ans are challengi ng the living God! Will Jehovah give at­
ten tion to their taunlo;? Through IsaIah, Jehovah reassures 
the Jew.<;: "Do not be afraid because of the words that you 
have heard with which the attendants of the king of Assyr­
ia spoke abusively of me. Here I am putting a spirit in him, 
and he must hear a report and return to his own land; and 
I shall certainly cause him to fall by the sword in his own 
land. N - Isaiah 37:6, 1 
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Hi Meanwhile, Rabshakeh is Gilled away to be at Sen­
nacheri b's side while the king wages war at Ubnah. Sen· 
nacheri b will deal with j erusalem later. (lsaia/l 37:8) Still, 
Rabshakeh's departu re brings no letup of pressure on Hez· 
eki ah. Scnnach('ri b sends threatening lettl'rs describing 
what the inhabitants of jcru S<llcm can l:..x!;Xct if they re· 
fuse to surrender: "YOII yourself have heard what the kings 
of Assyria did to 0/1 the lands by devoting them to destrue· 
tion, and will you yourself be delivered? Have the gods of 
the natiollS that my forefathers brought to ruin delivered 
them? . .. Where is the king of Hamotll and the king of Ar­
pad and the king of the city of Sepharvaim~f Hena and 
of Ivvah?" (Isaiah 37:9-13) l3asically, the A~syria n is sayi ng 
that it is senseless to resist-resistance wil l o nly bring more 
trouble ! 

17 Deeply concerned about the consequences of the de­
cisio n he must make, Hezekiah spreads Sennacherib's let­
ters out before j ehova h in the templ e. (Isaiah 37:14) In 
hCilrtfclt prayer he implores Jehovah to give ear to the 
Assyrian's th reats, conclud ing hi s prayer with the words: 
"And now, 0 Jehovah our God, save us out of his 11Ond, that 
all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, 0 Jeho­
vah, are God alolle." (Isaiah 37:15-20) From this it is clear 
tJlat Hezekiah is primarily concern ed, not with his own 
deliverance, but with the reproach that will be heaped 
upon Jehovah's nam e if Assyria defea ts j erusalem. 

18 Jehovah's ansv .. e r La Hezekiah's prayer comes through 
Isaiah. Jerusalem must not surrender to Assyrla; she 
must stand her grol.lIld. Speaking as to Sennacherib, [sa­
iah boldly states Jeh ovah's message to the Assyrian : '71le 
virgin daughter of Zion has despised you, she has held 

16. Wha t leHcrs ~rc sen l by Sennacherih? 
17, 18. (iI) What is He)!ckiah's motivc In asking Jehovah for protec­
tion? (b) Huw ducs jehovah through Isaiah 3J1SWo::r the Assyrian? 
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you in derision. Behind you the daughter of Jerusalem has 
wagged her head [mockinglyl." (Isaiah 37:21, 22) Jeho­
vah then adds, in effect: 'Who are you to taunt the Holy 
One of Israel? I know you r deeds. You have great ambi­
tions; you make great boasts. You have trusted in your mil­
itary power and have conquered much land. But you are 
not invincible. I will frustrate your plans. I will conquer 
you . Then I will do to you as you have done to others. I 
wi ll put a hook In your nose and lead you back to Assyria!' 
- Isaiah 37:23-29. 

"This Will Be the Sign for You" 

19 What guarantee does Hezekiah have that Isalah 's 
prophecy will be ful fill ed? Jehovah answers: "This will be 
the sign for you: There will be an eating this year of the 
growth from spilled kernels, and in the second year grain 
that shoots up of itself; but in tile third year sow seed, you 
people, and reap, and plant vineyards and eat their fruit­
age." (Isaiah 37:30) Jehovah will provide food fo r the 
t rapped Jew~. Although unable to plant seed bt'C<lUse of 
the As.~}'rian occupatio n, they will be able to eat from the 
gleani ngs of the preced ing year's harvest. The following 
year, a sabbath year, they must let their fields lie fallow, 
despite their desperate situation. (Exodus 23 :11 ) Jehovah 
promises that if the people obey his voice, eno ugh grain 
will sproul in the fi elds to sustain them. Then, in the fol­
lowing year, men wil l sow seed in the usual way and enjoy 
the fru itage of their labor. 

20 Jehovah now compares h is people to a plant th at can­
not easily be uprooted: '7hose wllo escape of the house of 
Judah . .. will certainly take root downward and produce 

19. Wh~1 sign ct~JehovJh give Hezekiah, and what dO<!s il mean? 
20. In what way will those who e~cape the A~syr ia n attack "take root 
downwMd and product'" FrUitage upward"? 
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fruitage upward," (Isaiah 37:31, 32) Yes, t hose who trust 
in jchov,lh have noth ing to fear. They and their offspring 
will rema in firm ly established in the land. 

21 What o r the Assyri<IIl 's threats against jerusalem? j e­
hovah answers: "He will not come into this city, nor will 
he shoot an arrow there, nor confront it with a shield, 
nor cast up a siege rampart against it. By the way by 
which he came he will return, and into this city he will not 

21, 2.2. (a) What IS/JroPhesicd c(Jllcl:rni ng Sennacheri b"! (h) Ilow 
and when arc JehOl'a l'S words ahout Sennacileri\) fulfi lled? 

Jehovah 's anyel strikes down 185,000 Anyriam 
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come. N (Isaiah 37:33, 34) There will be no battle between 
A~syria and Jerusalem after all. Surpris ingly, it will be the 
Assyrians, nollhe Jews, who are defeated without a fight. 

22 True to his word, Jehovah sends an angel who strikes 
down the cream of Sennacherib's troops- ISS,DOD men. 
This apparently happen s at Libnah, and Sennacherib him­
self wake::; up to fmd the leaders, ch iefs, and mighty men 
of his army dead. Sham efaced, h e returns to Nineveh, but 
desp ite h is resollnding defeat, h e stubbo rnly remains de­
voted to his false god Nisroch. Some years later, while wor­
shiping in the temple of Nisroch, Sen nacherlb is assassi­
nated by two of his sons. Once again, lifekss Nisroch 
proves powerless to save.-Isaiah 37:35-38. 

Hezekiah's Faith Is Further Strengthened 

23 About the time that Sennacherib first comes up 
against Judah, Hezekiah falls gravely ill. Isaiah tells h im 
that he is going to die. (Isaiah 38:1) The 39-year-old king 
is devastated. His concern is not only fo r his own well­
being but also for the fuhlre of the people. Jerusalem and 
Judah are in danger of being invaded by the A!isyrians. If 
Hezckiah dies, who will lead the fight? At that time, t·leze­
kiah has no son to assume the rulership. [n fervent prayer 
Hezekiah begs Jehovah to show h im mercy.-Isaiah 38: 
2,3. 

24 Isaiah has not yet left the palace courtyards when Je­
hovah sends him back to the stricken king's bedside with 
another message: "I have heard your prayer. I have seen 
your tears. Here I am adding onto your days fifteen years; 

23. What crisis does Hczckiah face when Sennacherlb first comes up 
3gainstjudah, and what are the Implications of this crisis? 
24, 25. (a) How docs jehovah gracious ly answer H('z('kiah's prayer? 
(b) What miracle does jehovah perform, as described at Isaiah 38: 
7,8? 
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and out of the palm of the king of Assyria I shall deliver 
you and this city, and I will defend this city." (Isaiah 38:4-6; 
2 Kings 20:4, 5) Jehovah will confirm his promise with an 
unusual sign: "Here I am making the shadow of the steps 
that had gone down on the steps of the stairs of Ahaz by 
the sun retrace backward ten steps."-Isaiah 38:7, 80. 

2S According to the Jewish historian Josephus, thcre was 
a staircase inside the royal palar.:e, probably with a column 
near it. When the sun's rays hit the column, they cast a 
shadow on the stairs. One could measufC the time of day 
byobserving the progress of the shadow on the steps. Now 
Jehovah will perform a miracle. After the shadow drifts 
down the steps in the usual way, it will retrace its path 
backward tcn steps. Who ever heard of such a thing? The 
Bible states: ''And the sun gradually went back ten steps on 
the steps of the stairs that it had gone down. " (Isaiah 38: 
8b) Shortly thereafter, Hezekiah recovers from his illness. 
News of this spreads as far as Babylon. Vlhen the king of 
Babylon hears it, he sends messengers to Jemsalem to ob­
tain the facts. 

26 About three years after Hezekiah's miraculous recov­
ery, his ru st son, Manasseh, is born. When Manasseh 
grows up, he does not show apprt..'(:iation for God's com­
paSSion, without which he would not have been born! 
Instead, during most of his lifetime, Manasseh does on a 
large scale what is bad in Jehovah's eyes.-2 Chronicles 32: 
24; 33;1-6. 

A Lapse in Judgment 
27 Like his forefather David, Hezekiah is a man of faith. 

He treasures God's Wo rd. According to Proverbs 25:1, he 
arranged for the compiling of the material now found 
in Proverbs chapters 25 to 29. Some believe that he also 

26. What is one r('sult of the lengthening of 1-Iezeklah' ~ life? 
27. In what ways does Hezeldah shO\v appreciation for Jehovah? 
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COIllIX)Sl'd the 119th Psa lm. 111(' moving song of gra titude 
Ihat Hezekiah com poses after recovering from his Illness 
shows him to be a man o f deep feeling. He concludes that 
the most Important thing in li fe is to be able 10 pr;lise Je­
hovah at His temple Hall the days of ollr /ife. It (Isaiah 38:9-
20) Mayall o f liS fee l the S(lnlC way abo ut pure worship! 

28 Although faithfu l, Hezeklah is Imperfa ... . He makes a 
serious error in judgment so metime ufter Jehovah heals 
him. Isaiah explai ns: "At that time Merodachbaladan the 
SOil of Baladan the king of Baby/on sent letters a/Jd a gift 
[0 Hezekiah, after he heard tllat lIe had been sick btl l was 
strong ogoin. So Hezekiah began to rejoice over them and 
proceeded to show them his treasure-house, the silver ond 
tile gold and the balsam oil and the good all and allilis ar­
mory and all that was to be found In his treasures. There 
proved to be nothing tllOt Hezekiah did nol show lhem in 
his own house and in off his dominion."-Isaiah 39:1, 2. " 

29 E.ven after the stinging d efeat by Jehovah's angel, As­
syria continues to )Xlse a threat to many natlons, Incl ud­
Ing Babylo n. Hezekiah m ay have wanted to Impress lhe 
king of Babylo n as a possible futu re a lly. Howeve r, Je hovah 
does not want the inhabitants of Judah to consort with 
their enemies; he wants them to trust In him! Through 

• After Sennachcrib's defeat, surrounding nat ions brought glfh of 
gold, sliver, and other precious thing) 10 Hezeklah. At 2 Chronicles 
32:22, 23, 27, wc read that "Hczeklah came 10 hllVl.' riches and glury 
(0 a very g reat amount" and that "he came 10 be cxal led In Ihe eyes 
of all I he n3tlons." The5Cglfu may have nl1 0wed h im 10 repleniSh his 
treasure·house, which he had emptletJ when Jl~ylng tribute to the As­
syrians. 

28. What error In ludgment does Hezeklnh make SOlllCtlme after be­
log miraculously healed? 
29. (II) What may be the motive o{ Ile7.cklah when he ~ how5 hl5 
wealth 10 the Babylonian delegatio n? (b) What will be ' he conse­
qucnces o f Hezekiah's erIOr In Jl.ldgmcnl7 
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the prophet 1s..11ah, JCh OVilh d iscloses the future to Heze­
kiah: HDays are coming, and all that is in your own house 
and that your forefathen hove stored up down to this day 
wiJ/ actually be carried to Babylon. Nothing will be left . .. 
And some of your own sons thot will come forth from you, 
to whom you will become father, wiff themselves be tak­
en and actually become court officials in the p%ce of the 
king of Babylon." (lsaialJ 39:1-7) Yes, the very nation that 
Hezek1ah sought to im press will eventua lly plunder Jeru­
salem's treasures and reduce her citizens to slavery. Here­
klah's showing his treasure to the Babylonians only serves 
to whet their greedy appeti te. 

30 Apparently referring to the incident In which Hezeki­
ah showt.'<I his treasure to t he 11.1bylo nlans, Z Chronides 
32:26 states: "Hezeklah humbled himseJr for the haughti­
ness of his heart, he and the InhabUants of jerusalem, and 
Jehovah's indignatio n did not come upo n t hem In the 
days of Hezekiah." 

31 Despite his Impe rfectlo n, Hczc).:lil h was ,I mun of fa ith . 
He knew that his God, jehovah, I~ i1 rCll l person who has 
fee lings. When under pres.~ure, Hezeklah P!<lye<! fervent­
ly to jehovah, and jehovah answered him. jehovah God 
granted him peace for the rest o f his days, and for that, 
Hezekia h \Yas grateful. ( Isaiah 39:8) jehovah should be 
just as real 10 us today. When problems arise, may we, like 
Hezekiah, look to Jehovll h (o r wisdo m and the way out, 
"for he g ives generously to all and without reproaching." 
Games 1:5) If"\'e conlinue to endure and to exercise fa ith 
in jehovah, we can be sure that he will become "the re­
warder o f those earnestly seeking h im," bot h now and in 
the futu re.- HebrelVS 11 :6. 

30. I-low did Hezeklah show I good tlttltude? 
31. How did things turn out lor HcztJdDh, tlnd what does this 
teach us? 



CHAPTER THIRTY 

"Comfort My People" 

Isa iah 40:1-31 

JEHOVAH Is 'the God who supplies comfort.' One way 
that he comforts us is through the promises he has 
had recorded in his Word. (Romans 15;4, 5) For example, 
when faced with the death of someone dear to you, what 
could be more comforting than the prospect of that loved 
one's being resurrected in God's new world? Oohn 5;28, 
29) And what about Jehovah's promise that he will soon 
end wickedness and transform this earth into a paradise? 
Is it not comforting to have the prospect of surviving into 
that coming Paradise and neverdying?-Psalm 37:9-11, 29; 
Revelation 21:3-5. 

2 Can we really trust the promises of God? Indeed, we 
canl The Maker of those promises is completely reliable. 
He has both the capability and the will to carry out his 
word . (Isaiah 55:10, 11) This was powerfully demonstrat­
ed in connection with Jehovah's statement through the 
prophet Isaiah that he would restore true worship in Jeru­
salem. Let us consider that prophecy, as it appears in Isa­
iah chapter 40, for doing so can strengthen our fa ith in Je­
hovah, the Fulfiller of promises. 

A Comforting Promise 

3 In the eighth century S.C.E., the prophet Isaiah records 

I. What is one way that Jehovah comforts us? 
2. Why can we trust the promises of God? 
3, 4. (a) Isaiah records what words of comfort that God's people 
wlll need at a later tIme? (b) Why w111 the Inhabitants of Judah and 
Jeru~a lem bf! taken Into exile to Rahylon, and how long w11 1 their ser­
vitude last? 
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words of comfort that Jehovah's people will need at a lat­
er time. Immediately after telling King Hezekiah of the ap­
proach ing destruction of jerusalem and the deportation 
of the jewish people to · Babylon, Isaiah sets forth Jeho­
vah's words that promise restoration: '''Comfort, comfort 
my people, ' says the God of you met!. 'Speak to the heart of 
Jerusalem and call out to her that her military service has 
been fulfilled, that her error has been paid off. For from the 
hand of Jehovah she has received a full amount fo r all her 
sins.' H-Isaiah 40:1, 2. 

4 "Comfort," the opening word of Isaiah chapter 40, well 
describes the message of light and hope contained in the 
rest of the book of Isaiah. For turning apostate the inhabit­
ants ofjudah andJerusalem will be taken into exile to Bab­
ylon in 607 B.C.E. But those jewish captives will not serve 
the Babylonians fo rever. No, their servitude will last only 
until their error is "paid off." How long will that be? Ac­
cording to jeremiah the prophet, 70 years. Ueremiah 25: 
11, 12) After that, jehovah will lead a repentant remnant 
from Babylon back to jerusalem. In the 70th year of Ju­
dah's desolation, what a comfort it will be for the captives 
to realize t hat the time for their promised deliverance is at 
hand!-Daniel 9:1, 2. 

S The journey from Babylon to Jerusalem is 500 to 
1,000 miles, depending upon the route taken. Wi ll the 
long trip impede the fulfillment of God's promise? By no 
means! Isaiah writes: " listen! Someone is calling out in 
the wilderness: 'Clear up the way of Jehovah, you people! 
Make the highway for our God through the desert plain 
straight. Let every vaffey be raised up, and every mountain 

S. 6 . (a) Why will the long journey from Babylon to Jerusalem not 
Impede the fulfi llment of GOO's promIse? (h) The re.~t(1rat!on o f the 
Jews to their homela(1d will have what effect 0(1 other nations? 
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and hill be made low. And the knobby ground must be­
come levelland, and the rugged ground a volley plain. And 
the glory of Jehovah will certainly be revealed, and all flesh 
must see it together, for the very mouth of Jehovah has 
spoken it. ' N-Jsaioh 40:3-5. 

6 Before embarking on a journey, Eastern rulers would 
often send out men to prepare the way by removing big 
stones and even building causeways and leveling hills. In 
the case of the returning Jel'/s, it will be as if God himself 
is in the forefront, clearing away any obstacles. After all, 
these are Jehovah's name people, and fulfilling h is prom­
ise to restore them to their homeland will cause his glory 
to be manifest before all the nat ions. Like It or not, those 
nations will be fo rced to see that Jehovah is the FulfiHcr of 
his promises. 

7 The restoration in the sixth century B.C.& was not the 
only fulfillment of th is prophecy. There was also a fulfill­
ment in the (ust century C.E. John the Baptizer was the 
voice of someone "crying out in the wi lderness," in fu lfill­
ment of Isaiah 40:3. (Luke 3:1-6) Under inspiration, John 
applied Isaiah's words to himself. (john 1 :19-23) Starting 
in 29 C.E., John began preparing the way for Jesus Christ. ... 
John's advance proclamation aroused people to look for 
the promised Messiah so that they, in turn, might listen 
to him and fo llow him. (Luke 1:13-17, 76) Through Jesus, 

- Isaiah foretells the preparIng of the way before [ehow/It. (Isaiah 
40:3) However, the Gospels apply that prophecy to what John the 
Baptller dId in preparing the way for Jesus Christ. The Inspired writ· 
ers of the Christian Greek Scrlpture~ made ~uch appltcatlnn because 
Jesus repre5Cnted his fa ther and came In h is rather's name.-John S: 
43: 8:29. 

7, 8. (a) The words of Isaiah 40:3 h ad what fulfillmell\ in the first 
century C.E.? (b) IsaIah's prophecy had what larger fu lrlttrnent In 
1919? 
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Jehovah would lead repentant ones into the freedom that 
only God's Kingdom can provide-liberation from bond­
age to sin and death. (John 1:29; 8:32) Isaiah's words had 
a larger fuLfillment in the deliverance of the remnant of 
spiriruaJ Israel from Babylon the Great in 1919 and in their 
restoration to true worsh ip. 

S What, though, about those who are In Line to bene­
fit from the initial fulfillment of the promise-the Jewish 
captives in Babylon? Can they really trust Jehovah's prom­
ise to return them to their beloved homeland? Indeed, 
they can! With vIvid words and illustrations taken from 
everyday life, Isaiah now gives compelling reasons why 
they can have complete confidence that Jehovah will 
prove true to his word. 

A God Whose Word Lasts Fo rever 

9 First, the word of the One who promises restoration 
lasts forever. Isaiah writes: "Usten! Someone is saying: 'Call 
out!' And one said: 'What shall I call out?' 'All flesh is 
green grass, and all their loving-kindness is like the blos­
som of the field. The green grass has dried up, the blos­
som has withered, because the very spirit of Jehovah has 
blown upon it. Surely the people are green grass. The green 
grass has dried up, the blossom has withered; but as for 
the word of our God, it wifllast to time indefinite. ' N - Isaiah 
40:6-8. 

10 The Israelites well know that grass does not Last forev­
er. During the dry season, the sun's intense heat changes 
it from green to a parched brown. r n some respects, man's 
life is like grass-so temporary in nahuc. (Psalm 103:15, 16; 
James 1:10, 11) Isaiah contrasts the transitoriness of man's 

9, 10. How ctnes r~a!;! h con trast the transito rine;s of man's life with 
the permancncc of God's "word"? 
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life with the permanence of God's "word," or stated pur­
pose. Yes, "tile word of our God" endures forever. When 
God spea ks, nothing ca n annul his \vords or prevent them 
from being ful fi lled.-Joshua 23: 14. 

11 To day we have Jehova h's statement of purpose in writ­
ten fo rm in the Bible. The Bible has faced bitter oppositio n 
over the cen turies, and fea rless translators and others have 
risked thei r lives to preserve it. Yet, thei r efTorts alone do 
not explain why it has survived. All credit for its survival 
must go to Jehovah, lithe living and enduri ng God" and 
the Preserver o f his Word. (1 Peter 1 :23·25) Think ,[bout 
this: Sincc )chovah has preserved his written Word, can we 
not trust h im to fu lfi ll the prom ises it contains? 

A Strong God Who 
Tenderly Cines for His Sheep 

12 Isaiah gives a second reason w h y the p rom j~e o f resto­
ration can be trust..;d. The One who ma kes the prom ise is 
a strong God who tenderly carcs for his people. Isaiah COI1-

tinues: "Make your way up even onto a high mountain, 
you woman bringing good news for Zion. Raise your voice 
even with power; you woman bringing good news for Jeru­
salem. Raise it. Do not be afraid. Say to the cities of Judah: 
'Here is your God. ' Look! The Sovereig/l Lord Jehovah him­
self will come even as a strong one ["even with strength, " 
footnote], and his arm will be ruling for him. Look! His re­
ward is with him, and the wage he pays is before him. Uke 
a shepherd he will shepherd his own drove. With his arm 

II. Why ca n we t'm~t Jehovah to fuln ll the prom ises contained in 
his written Word? 
12. ]3. (a) Why can the pmmi~e of re~loratlon he trusted? (h) What 
good news Is there for IheJewlsh c.~ i lcs, nnd why can they 11;11'(' con­
fldence? 

Jolm rhe Bap rizer was a voice "crying out In the wilderness" 





he will collect togetl,er the lambs; and in his bosom he wili 
wrry them. Those giving suck he will conduct with care. H 

- Isaiol, 40:9- 17. 

n In Bible times it was the (.·u~tOI11 for women 10 cell .... 
br.I\C vi(.10rics, crying ou! or singing lill' good news nfb;l!­
lies won or of coming relief. (I Samuel 18:6. 7; 1's..lm 68: 
J I ) Isaiah prophetically imlica tcs II ,..t there Is good new"" 
fo r Ihc)ewi"h exilcs, news th,11 can be rl'ilrkssly shouted, 
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Jehovah, a loving Shephe rd 

Isaiah compares Jehovah to it loving shepherd who car· 
rles hi~ lambs in his bosom. (Isillah 40: 10, II) Isaiah evi· 
denUy ba~es this warm IlImtrdtlon 011 tht' real-life prcu:tkcs 
of shepherds. A modern·day observer who watched shep­
herds on the slopes of M Ollnt Hermon In the M iddle East 
reports: "Each shepherd wiltchccl his flock closely to see 
how they fared. When h e found II new-born lamb he put 
il in Ihe lolds 01 his ... gft'"l (0,11. ~Incc II would be too Icc­
ble to follow the maU,er. When his bosom was fu ll, he put 
lambs on his s.houlder.., holding them by the feet, or in it 
bag or basket on the back of a donkey. untilthc hWe ones 
were able to follow the mothers,· Is II not comforting to 
know that we serve it God who h.u such tender concern for 
his people? 
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even from the mountaintops- Jehovah will lead his peo­
ple back to their beloved Jerusalem! They can have confi­
dence, for Jehovah will come "even with strength." Noth­
ing, therefore, can prevent him from fulfilling his 
promise. 

14 There is, however, a gentle side to this strong God. Isa­
iah warmly describes how Jehovah will lead his people 
back to their homeland. Jehovah is like a loving shepherd 
who collects his lambs together and carries them in hIs 
"bosom." The word "bosom" here evidently refers to the 
upper folds of the garment. This is where shepherds some­
times carry newborn lambs that cannot keep pace with 
the flock. (2 Samuel 12:3) Such a touch ing scene from pas­
torallife no doubt reassures jehovah's exiled people of his 
loving concern for them. Surely such a strong yet tender 
God can be trusted to fulfttl what he has promised them 1 

15 Isaiah's words are filled with prophetic meaning for 
our day. In 1914, jehovah came "even with strength" and 
established his Kingdom in the heavens. The 'arm that is 
ruling fo r him' is his Son, jesus Christ, whom Jehovah 
has installed upon his heavenly throne. In 1919, Jehovah 
delivered his anointed servants on earth from bondage to 
Babylon the Great and set about completely restoring the 
pure worship of the living and true God. This is good news 
that must be fearlessly proclaimed, as if by shouting from 
the mountaintops so that the proclamation carries far and 
wide. Let us, then, lift up our vokes and boldly let others 
know that jehovah God has restored his pure worship on 
this earth! 

14. (a) How does Is~!ah Il!ustrate the tender way in which Jehovah 
will lead his people? (b) What example illustrates how snepherds ten­
derly care for their sheep? (See box on page 405.) 
15. (a) When did Jehovah come "even with strength," and who Is 
the 'arm that Is rullng for him'? (b) What good news must be fear­
le5sly proclaimed? 
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16 The words of Isaiah 40: to, 11 have further practi­
cal value fo r us today. It is comforting to note the tender 
manner in which Jehovah leads his people. Just as a shep­
herd understands the needs of individual sheep-includ­
ing the little lambs that cannot keep up with the rest-Je­
hovah understands the limitations of each one of his 
faithful servants. In addition, Jehovah, as a tender Shep­
herd, sets a pattern for Christian shepherds. Elders must 
treat the flock with tenderness, imitating the loving con­
cern shown by Jehovah himself. They must be ever mind­
ful of the way that Jehovah feels about each member of 
the flock, "which he purchased with the blood of his own 
Son."-Act~ 20:28. 

All-Powerful, All-Wise 

17 The Jewish exiles can have confidence in the prom­
ise of restoration because God is all-powerful and all-wise. 
Says Isaiah: " Who has measured the waters in the mere 
holfow of his hand, and taken the proportions of the heav­
ens themselves with a mere span and included in a mea­
sure the dust of the earth, or weighed with on indicator the 
mountains, and the hills in the scales? Who has taken the 
proportions of the spirit of Jehovah, and who as his man 
of counsel can make him know anything? With whom did 
he consult together that one might make him understand, 
or who teaches him in the path of justice, or teaches him 
knowledge, or makes him know the very way of real under­
standing?,,-Isaiah 40:12-14. 

18 These are awe-inspiring questions for the Jewish exiles 
to ponder. Can mere humans turn back the tide of the 

16. In what manner does Jehovah lead his people today, and what 
pattern does this set? 
17. 18. (a) Why can the Jewish exiles have confidence In the prom­
Ise of restoration? (b) What awe·insplring questions does Isaiah raise? 
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mighty seas? Of course not! Yet, to Jehovah, the seas that 
cover the earth are like a drop of water in the palm of his 
hand.· Can puny men measure the vast, starry heavens or 
weigh earth's mountains and hills? No. Yet, Jehovah mea­
sures the heavens as easily as a man might measure an 
object with a span-the distance between the end of the 
thumb and the end of the little finger when the hand is 
spread out. God can, in effect, weigh mountains and hills 
in a pair of scales. Can even the wisest humans advise God 
what to do under present drcumstances or tell him what 
to do in the future? Certainly not! 

19 What about the mighty nations of the earth-can they 
resist God as he fulfills his word of promise? Isaiah an­
swers by describing the nations as follows: "Look! The na~ 
tions are as a drop from a bucket; and as the film of dust 
on the scales they have been accounted. Look! He fifts 
the islands themselves as mere fine dust. Even Lebanon is 
not sufficient for keeping a fire burning, and its wild an~ 
imals are not sufficient for a burnt offering. All the nations 
are as something nonexistent in front of him; as nothing 
and an unreality they have been accounted to him. '" -Isa~ 
iah 40:15~ 17. 

20 To Jehovah, enti re nations are as a drop of water fall­
ing from a bucket. They are no more than the fine dust 
that accumulates on a scale, without effect." Suppose that 

• It has been calculated that Nthe mass of the oceans is approximate­
ly 1.35 quintillion (1.35 x 10'") metric tom, or about 1/4400 of the 
total mass of the Earth." _Encarta 97 Ellcyc/opedia . 
.. TIle Expositor's Bible Commentary notes: "Ncar Eastern marketplace 
commerce would take no account of the minute water drop in the 
measuring bucket or a litt le dust on the scales when meal or fruit was 
weighed.~ 

19, 20. To emphaSize the greatness of Jehovah. Isaiah uses what 
graphic word pictures? 
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someone were to construct a huge altar and use as fire­
wood fo r the altar all the trees that covered the mountains 
of Lebanon. Then suppose that he were to offer as sac­
rifIces all the animals that roamed on those mountains. 
Even such an offering would not be worthy of Jehovah. As 
if the imagery used thus far were not sufficient, Isaiah re­
sorts to an even stronger statement-all the nations are as 
"less than nothing" in Jehovah's eyes.- lsaiah 40:17, New 
Revised StaHdard Version 

21 To emphasize further that Jehovah is beyond com­
pare, Isaiah proceeds to show the folly of those who make 
idols outot gold, sliver, or wood. How foolish to think that 
any such ictol could be a fitting representation of the "One 
who is dwelling above the circle of the eorth N and who 
holds sway over its inhabitants!-Read Isaiah 40:18-24. 

22 All these vivid descriptions lead us to one conclusion 
- nothing can prevent the all-powerful, all-wise, and in­
comparable Jehovah from fulfilling his promise. How Isa­
Iah's words must have comforted and strengthened the 
Jewish exi les in Babylon who longed to return to their 
homeland! Today we too can have confidence that Jeho­
vah's promises for our future will become a reality. 

"Who Has Created These Things?" 

23 There is yet another reason why the Jewish exiles can 
take heart. The One who promises deliverance is the Cre­
ator of all things and the Source of all dynamic energy. To 
stress his astounding capacity, Jehovah caUs attention to 

21. 22. (a) How does IsaIah emphasize that Jehovah is Incompara­
ble? (b) Isaiah's vivId descriptions lead us 10 what conclusion? (c) The 
prophet haiah records what scientifically sound statement? (See box 
on page 412 .) 
23. For what reason can IheJewish exiles take heart, and what does 
Jehovah now stress about h imself? 



his abillty manifest in creatio n: N70 whom can you people 
liken me so that I should be made his equal?' says the Holy 
One. 'Raise your eyes high up and see. Who has created 
these things! It is the One who is bringing fortll the army of 
them even by number; off of whom lIe calls even by name. 
Due to the abundance of dynamic energy, lie also being 
vigorous in power; not one of tllem is missing.'" - Isaiah 
40,25, 26. 

2~ The Iioly One of Israel is speaki ng for him.sel f. 
"10 show thilt he is without equal, Jehovilh directs atten­
tion to the stars of the heavens. Uke a military com· 
mander able to marshal his troops, Jehovah is in com­
mime! of the stars. I f he were to muster them, 'not one of 
them would be missing: lllOUgh the number of the stilI'S 
is great, he calls each one by name, either an individu­
al name or a namelike designatio n. Like obedient :,oldicrs. 
they keep theIr place and observe proper order, fo r their 
Leader ha.~ an ahundance of "dynamic cm.'rgy" and Is "vig­
orous in power." Therefore, the Jewish ex iles havt' reason 
fo r confLdence. Th e Creator, who COl1l lllil/l(ls the sta rs, has 
the power to support his servants. 

25 W ho of WI can resist the divine Itw ilallon record­
ed at Isaiah 40;26: "Raise your eyes high lip and see"? 
The discoveries o f modern-day astronom ers have shown 
11l:lt the starry heavens are even 1110re awe-im plring than 
they appeared to be in Isaiah's day. A~tronomers who 1x.'Cr 
In to the heavens with thei r powerfu l telescopes cslim:lte 
that the observable universe contilins as m:lIly as 125 bil­
lion galaxies. Why, just o ne of these-Ihe Milky W'IY gal-

24. Spt'aklog for himself, how docsjehl)\'ah sh()l. ... thai he Ii ly!l hOiIl 
l'tjual7 
25. Ilow may we respond 10 the dh int' iOlfilaliun r('cord .. 'ti al Isaiah 
40:26, and wl l h whal effect? 



axy--contalns, acco rd ing 10 some l'stlm,l tes, over 100 bil­
Han stars! Such knowledge should awaken In our hearts 
reverence {orOllT Creator and complete trust In his word of 
promise. 

26 Knowing Illal the years in captivity will dampen the 
spirits of the Jewish exiles, Jehovah Inspil't.'S lsiliah to re­
cord In advance these words of reaSSUrimce: "For what rea­
son do you soy, 0 Jacob; and do you speak out.. 0 Israel, 
'My way has been concealed from Jehovah, and justice to 
me eludes my God himself? Have you not come to know 
or hove you not heard? Jehovah, the Creator of the 
extremities of the eartll, ;s a God to time indefinjte. He does 

26, 27. l'low :111,' the rei!U ngs of the exiles In Babylon described, and 
whilllhings shnu ld they }mow? 



What Is the Shap e of t he Ea rth? 
In ancient times humans in general believed that the 

earth was flat. As early as the sixth century B.C.E., how. 
ever, Greek philosopher Pythagoras theorized that the 
earth must be a sphere. Even so, two centuries before 
Pythagoras formulated his theory, the prophet Isaiah 
staled with extraordinary cllHily and certainty: "There Is 
One who is dwelling above the circle of the earth.~ (Isa­
Iah 40:22) The Hebrew word " ,ugh here translated Heir_ 
de" may be rendered ~sphcre." Interesting ly, o nly a 
spherical Object appears as it circle from every angle.­
Far a head of his time, then, the prophet Isaiah recorded 
a stalement that is scientifically sound and free from an­
cient myths . 

• Techniully speaking. the earth Is an oblate ,;pheruid. It b 
slightly liatlened at the poles. 
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not tire out or grow weary. Tllere is no seorc/ling out of his 
understondillg."-lsaiaIl 40:27, 28. -

27 Isaiah records Jehovah's word .. Cll-scrlblng till' feelings 
of the exiles in Habylon, II1Inclrl>(l ~ o f miles from their 
homeland. Some think that thei r " w;ay" - Ihe hard course 
of their life-is unseen or unknown by their God. They 
think thatlehovilh is Indifferent to the inlustices they suf· 
fer. They are reminded of things th:lt they sllould know, 
if not from personal experience, then at lellst from infor· 
mation liwt has been h'lIlded down. Jehovah is able and 
will ing to deliver his people. lie is the eternal God and 
the Creator of the ('IIlin' C'lrth . lienee, hc stili possesses t he 
powcr he d isplayed In creation, ami not evcn mighty B<IO­
)'Ion is beyond his f('.u: h. Such ;1 God cannot grow tired 
and fail his people. Theyought 1l0t i0 CXpl'Ct to be able ful ­
ly to grasp Jehovah's doings, ror his understanding- o r in­
sight, disce rnment, :Ind l)C rcC I}tlon-l~ beyond their com· 
prehension. 

28 T hrmlgh Isaiah, Jehnvah cOll tllllles wIth C' llcourage· 
menl for ttlt· despondcnt exiles: "He is giving to the tired 
one power; and to the one Witllout dynamic energy he 
makes full might abotllld. Boys will both lire out and grow 
weary, and young mell themselves will witliout fail sturn· 
ble, but those who are hoping ill/ehovoll will regoin pow· 
er. They will mount up witll wings like eagles. Tiley wiff run 
ond not grow weary; they wiff walk and lIot tire alit " - Isa­
iah 40:29-31. 

29 Whell spc'lklng of tile need to give to the ti red o lle 

• r\t Is,llab '10:211, the t:~jlrc~~ I Q !I "IIIIIC Imlt:finllc" ml'an~ "forev~r," 
for Jchovnh is " t ill! KIIlK o f el l'rnl l)'." - I " III101l1y I ; 17. 

28. 29. (:1) How doe! Jehovnh remind his l)eople tllal he will ~'Qme 
to the aiu o f weal)' QIII))? (b) What lIlu)trnllon ts used to shO\-.' how 
Jehm'3h empowers his servanl)l 



power, Jehovah may have in mind the arduous journey 
that the exiles will have to make in order to return home. 
Jehovah reminds his people that it is characteristic of him 
to come to the aid of weary o nes who look to him for 
support. Even the most vibran t of hurnans- "boys" and 
"young men"_may be worn down by fatigue and stum­
ble from exhaustion. Yet, Jehovah promises to give power 
- unwearied powcr to run and to walk-to those who are 
trusting in him. TIle seemingly effortless flight of the ea­
glc, a powerful bird that can soar for houTS at a time, is 
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used to illustrate how Jehovah empowers his servants.· 
With prospects of sLlch divine support, the Jewish exiles 
have no cause for despai r. 

30 These closing verses of Isaiah chapter 40 contain 
words of comfort fo r true Christians living in the last 
days of this wicked system. With so many pressures and 
problems that lend to dishenrtell, it is reassuring to know 
that the hardships we endure and the injustices we su f­
Fer do not go unnoticed by our God. We (<In be sure Ihat 
the Creator of all things, the One whose "understand­
ing is beyond recounting," witl correct all injustices in his 
own time ancl way. (Psalrn 147:5.6) Meanwh ile, we need 
notendurc in ou r own strength. Jehovah, whose resources 
are inexhaustible, can impart paWN- even "power beyond 
what is normal "-to his servants in times of Irial.- 2 Co­
rinthians 4:7. 

31 Thinkof those Jewish captives in Babylon in the sixth 
century 13.C.E. Hundreds of miles away, their belovedJeru­
salem lay desolate, its temple in ruins. For Ihem, Isa iah's 
prophecy contained a comforting promise of light and 
hope- Jehovah would Testore them 10 their homeland! In 
537 B.CE., Jehovah led his people homc, proving that he 
is the Fulfiller of promises. We 100 can have i1bsolute con­
fidence in Jehovah. His Kingdom promises, which are so 
beautifully expressed in Isaiah's prophecy, will become a 
reillity. That is indeed good news-a message of light for all 
mankind! 

- The eagle sta>'s aloft with" minimum cxpcnditurl' of I,'ncrgy. It dO('s 
so by making skillfu l use of thermals, o r (01U111r15 of rising warm air. 

30. How can true Chrhtians tooa)' dral\' comfort from the closing 
l't'I"SCS of Isaiah chapter 4Q"! 
:I 1 What promi~e of light did lsalah' ~ proplwc)' !:Ontain fur the Jew­
bh Glpti\'I.'!i in llab)'lon, and in what WII we h;lvc absuhlte confi ­
derH:e? 


