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June 25, 1999

TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS IN THE UNITED STATES

Re: Use ofRental Buses

Dear Brothers:

This letter replaces our concspondence dated July 7, I 99?, and March I , I 998, which
should be- deshoyed. The purpose ofthis letter is to updat€ the guidelines regarding the renting
ofbls€s for tansporting congregatioo members to assemblies, conventions, and th- Society's-
facilities.

As you no doubt are aware, many congr€gations work hard to care for the pmcticat nceds
arising from the expansion now being experienced by Jehovah's earthly organization. We know
that in order to care for tanspofiation to and from assemblies, conventions, as well as the
Society's facilities, some congregations have found it advantageous to make anangements to
lent buses or other comnercial vehicles.

Thercfore, in order to protect lhe interests of everyone concemed, we ask that all
congregations comply with the following guidelines:

. When making transportation anangements, please use a reputable bus company. Although
uus may be more expensive, it assures safe and quality seryice.

. Make sure the company has at least $5 Million of liability coveragc, Request that the
company prcvide the Congregation with I Certificate ofLiability Insuance. The
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society ofNew York, Inc., Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society of Pennsylvania, and the Congregalion making the a[angements should be named as
additional insureds with the bus company on its liability policy for the duration of the
conlacl.

Ifthe company does not ofer this type ofcoverage, or is unwilling or unable to produce a
Certificate of Insuranae, it would be best to Iind a different company.

The contract should be signed by an elder in his capacity as an elder for the congregation,
This can be done by typing or printing clarifying language such as, .?residing Overseer for
the _ Congregation," "Secretary for the _ Congregation', or. Authorized
Elder for the _ Co[gregation" immediately beneath the elder,s signatute.
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. Pleasc keep in mind that the congregation does not sPonsor tdps that-are u$elsted to
theocratic ictivities. Arnouncements should rtot be mad€ from the platform in connection
with any private arrangemeirts that an individual might make such an anangement would
be his owr rcsponsibility. However, he should make sure to use a leputable bus company
that has adequate insurance eovenge so as to mitigate any liability'

'We 
tlust that these guidetines will piove helpful when making arrangeFents to care for

the transportation needs of the publishers in your congregation'

We take this opportunity to send ou! walm Christian love'

YouI brothers,
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District Convention overseers
Distiot overseerg
Circuit overseers


