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Malch 15, 1996

TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS

Dear Brothers:

Dudng these last days an increasing number of individuals are contmcting communicable
diseases, such as AIDS, tuberculosis, and so forth, Upon hearing the good news of the Kingdom,
some ofthese desire to study the Bible, attend Chlistian meetings, and progrcss toward
dedication to God. How should Jehovah's Witnesses respond to the needs ofthose with
contagious and potentially fatal diseases? Are th€re precautions that would be practical and of
benefit to the sufferer and for others in the Christian congregation?

The March 22, 1994, iss\te of Awakel stated on pages 14 and 15: "ln all our dealings with
others, including AIDS victims, Chdstians arc instructed to follow the example of Jesus. The
compassion he had for those who were afflicted, and yet were sincere in their desire to please
God, is worthy of our imitation.-Compare Matthew 9:35.38; Mark l:40, 41."

To assist the elders in providing guidance for those with a communicable and potentially
fatal disease who request baptism, the following additional questions are to be reviewed with
candidates for baptism. In addition to this le-tter, an insert for the Our Ministrybook outli\ing
this information will soon be provided for each elder.

When coveling question 4 on page l9l under the subheading "Sanctity of
Life," be sure to include the following questions:

(a) Wlal responsibility rests upon a person who is infected with a
comrnunicable diseaso that is potentially fatal?

Keeping an eye, not in personal interest uponjust your own matters but also in
personal interest upon those ofthe othcrs,-Phil. 2:4.

All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must likewise
. do to them.-Matt. 7:12.

(b) To avoid transmitting a potentially fatal disease to others,
(l) why would it be better for an infected person not to initiate public

displays ofaffection such as hugging and kissing?
(2) why would it be best to attend the Congregation Book Study ar the

Kingdom Hall, ifat all possible?
(3) why should infected orles not react negativ€ly when some choose not to

invite them into their homes?
(4) why would it be wise to choose voluntarily to have a blood test before

beginning a courtship?
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When covering Qucstion 3 on page 217, be sure to ask the following question:
(a) lf one has a communicable disease, why is letting the presiding overs€er

know about it beforc that one gets baptiz€d the loving thing to do?

Ifthe candidate mskes known, or ifit otherwise b€comes known, that he has a
communicable disease which will require precautions, he can be informed that he may considcr
the following loving options:

1. He may attend the district convention, circuit assembly, or special assembly day' listen
to the baptismal discourse given there, and then be taken to a running body of water and be
baptized.

2. He may attend the district convention or circuit assembly or special assembly day'
listen to the baptismsl discourse, and then that evening it may bc prefened that he be baptized in
his hot€l or motel rcom or a private home whele therc is a large tub that can be used for this
purpose.

3. Ifhe is sensitive to others becoming aware ofthe fact that he has such a disease 8nd
does ttot wanl it to becomc known to others, he may attend a district convention or circuit
assembly or special assembly day to which his congregation is not assigned, listen io the
baptismal discourse, and then be baptized in a running body of water.

4. Hemayrequestthattheeldersarrangqto@ a.l. i.,!,t etl
lur< 'r '  prr"k b:Pl$r 't ik l!r 'r t 'u3'r 'rrr 'r '  )/ '-"/ '

The elders should be sure to inform the brothe(s) performing the baptism ofthe health
issue. This will allow the brother(s) to make a Pe$onal decision as to whether he feels there

. would be a risk to himselfthat he would be unwilling to take.

All should continue to welcome those with communicable discases into the Chdstian
congregation and to show love and warmth to them, while at ihe same time taking reasonable
plecautions to protect ourselves and our families ftom the disease. We pray Jehovah's rich
blessing on your eamest efforts to shepherd the flock in your care,

Your blothels,

4x:,#q
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TO ALL CONCREGATION SECMTARIES

Dear Baotheas:

The Society is pleased to receive thousands of rcgular pioneer appli-
cat'ons each year. Often, however, we leceive photocopied applicatjons.
Il nay be panly du€ to s€cretffies not maintaining a suffrcient ;upply of
th€ Application for RegularPioneer Service (5-205) in the congregation's
files. Therefore, thioughoul lhe year when the supply gers low, you
should request additional copies on the next Literature Requesl Form
(S-14). In addition, please submitthe applicarions promplt. Thank you
ror your assistance.

your brothels,
Walchlowet Bibtre anil Tract Socialy oJ Neu york, It,c.

Il Mltlna r.Sadlna the obolo plou€ retum ttrte ittr,

WATCHTOWER .,.^ .^^.
Aprl l  lz '  I  vvo

TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS IN THE L'NITED STATES
Dear Brothers:

This is to clarifv the manner ofhandling the discontinuance of
resular Dioneers. ln our lerterofOctober 2. 1995(S-201),itwas
sta-ted: :'The circuit overseer will rhen submit the 5-206 form to
the Society." This was intended only for exceprional cases b€ing
handled dirins the circuit overseer's visit. ln all other situations.
the body ofeliiers is responsible for submitling th€ S-206-form
when resular oioneers discontinue or are removed. Ihls lorm may
be submjned it any rime and does not need to be held until the
circuit overseer's visit. we hope that this is helpful

Your brothers^

Wakhlol|er Biblc n d Trucl Socitlr ol Ne1!J Yotk, In(,
t l  wr i l ins  rcHard ing  tha  a l to rc  F l0asc  r r lu rn  rhh  s l ip .

WATCHTOWER

TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS

Dear Brothers:

, ,On 
page 2- poinr 4, ofthe March 15, 1996. tetter to all bodies ofcloers ue loltowtng adjustment should be made: ..He mav reouesrrnar he.elcrcrs arra.nge ro have a private baptism at the loc;l congre_galion." The phrase ,.have him baptized last or have a Drrvare ban_nsm snould be omifled. This nole should be athched io rhe March15. I996, le[er. Thank you for your assistance In this maner.

May20, 199\

Your fellow servants,

frederic
Rectangle


