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WHO does not want to be happy? Who does not want
to enjoy good health and long life? Who does not

wish to see peace and security? These are the normal de-
sires of everyone. Sadly, though, reality often goes contrary
to ourwishes. Theworld today is full ofdistress. Earthwide,
disasters, calamities, wars, diseases, crime, and injustices
are constantly on the increase. How can peace and happi-
ness be found?

2 To those who claim to be practical and realistic, the way
to happiness is through wealth and riches. They feel that
money is the best safeguard; with it one can lead a comfort-
able life, with nomore worries about food and shelter. True,
money can bring protection and benefit in some ways. But
is wealth really the most important thing in life? Can mon-
ey provide lasting protection? How reliable is material secu-
rity? Business failures, economic depressions, crime, vio-
lence, wars, and disasters have ruined the fortunes ofmany
in an instant. Devastating experiences of this sort are too
numerous to recount.

3 Others pursue fame and position. They feel that if they
become prominent, they can tower over others and be ad-
mired by them. Yet, no matter how successful aperson may
be, he must admit that circumstances can change quickly
and he can lose his position overnight. The satisfaction that
fame brings is only short-lived. And once a person’s life
comes to its end, the glory and the fame he enjoyed pass
away with him.

4 Manyalso feel that life is so short and human affairs are
so changeable and unpredictable that they should just pur-
sue life’s pleasures and have a good timewhile they still can.
Recreation and entertainment do have their place in life.
But can they provide lasting happiness and satisfaction?
When the excitement is over, how does a person feel? After
all the feasting and the merrymaking, those who indulge in

1-4. In what ways have people tried to find peace and happiness?
With what results?

Peace and Happiness
—Everyone’s Desire

To enjoy happy family life is a
normal human desire
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them are often left feeling empty and exhausted, and it all
adds up to a life devoid of meaning.

5 Wealth, fame, prominence, pleasures, revelry—none of
these can bring lasting happiness and contentment. Why
not? It is because those who seek happiness through these
means have aimed in the wrong direction and followed the
wrong path. They are concerned only with gratifying their
physical or material desires. When all is said and done, they
are left with the same spiritual void, longing, and frustration
that they startedwith. They have found no real contentment.

6 Birds and beasts are satisfied when their physical needs
—eating and sleeping—are met. Humans, however, have
needs far beyond these basic necessities. That is because an-
imals are not endowed with a conscience, as we are. Wild
beasts do not have a capacity for spiritual things, whereas
humans do. Animals are not concerned with the purpose of
living, but humans yearn to know the meaning of life. To
live with real happiness, we must fulfill the needs of the
heart and the mind. The question we now face is, How can
such needs be satisfied?

7 For our life to be meaningful, we must first understand
why we are here. Throughout history, thinking people have
often wondered: ‘Where did man come from? What is the
purpose of life? Is there a Sovereign Lord of the universe?
If so, does he care about mankind? What is his purpose for
us?’ All of these are significant questions, but who can pro-
vide the satisfying and correct answers? Can religion do so?
Let us see.

5-7. (a) Why do those who pursue fame, fortune, pleasure, and so
on, ultimately feel disappointed? (b) What questions must we con-
sider if we want a meaningful life?

Can money bring lasting
peace and happiness?
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THE major religions in the world have vast numbers of
followers and many magnificent churches, cathedrals,

synagogues, and temples. Despite all of this, have these re-
ligions taught the truth about God? Have they helped peo-
ple to lead happier and more meaningful lives? Do their
leaders practice what they preach?

2 History clearly shows that the Western religions have
proved disappointing in these areas. For example, some
of the most horrible con-
flicts andmassacres in histo-
ry took place in lands pro-
fessing to be Christian. The
Crusades, for example, were
launched by the churches
of Christendom from the
11th to the 13th century.
The wars during this period
took innocent lives by the
thousands.

3 In the early 19th centu-
ry, the churches openly sup-
ported many Western pow-
ers in the expansion of their
empires in less-developed
lands and the wanton ex-
ploitation of the resources
of their colonial territories.
Church and State acted in
collusion. Hand in hand,
they brought distress and
misery to people in many
lands.

4 In the two worldwars of

1-6. What shameful record has
been left by the major religions
in the West?

Can Religion Satisfy
Mankind’s Needs?

Religious wars have taken
innocent lives by the

thousands
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the 20th century, most of the belligerent powers on the op-
posing sideswereCatholic orProtestant nations. Thus, with
the approval of their religious leaders,Catholics killedCath-
olics and Protestants killed Protestants. In more recent
times, the conflict between Roman Catholics and Protes-
tants inNorthern Ireland resulted inheavy casualties. Lead-
ers of these religions love to talk about peace and brother-
hood, and all of them profess to serve the same God. But
in view of the facts, we must ask: Do they really have a gen-
uine love for peace? Do they truly love their neighbors as
themselves?

5 Additionally, are the religious leaders and their flocks
known for their adherence tohighmoral standards?Has not
the media repeatedly exposed and reported on cases of
child molestation and other corrupt practices among the
clergy of Christendom? Some of the clergy openly support
homosexuality and premarital and extramarital sex. Others
with radical views advocate the violent overthrow of what
they consider to be unjust political or social systems, some
clerics even taking part in guerrilla warfare and riots.

6 As regards helping people to gain an accurate knowl-
edge ofGod, all major religions of theWest have failedmis-
erably. Their doctrines are mainly based on traditional be-
liefs rather than on the teachings of the Bible. For example,
they believe that humans have an immortal soul and that
thosewho do not serveGodwill be tormented in a fiery hell
forever. Just think! If God were really so cruel and hard-
hearted, would you want to worship him?—See box on
page 25.

7 Clearly, the religions of the West have not brought last-
ing peace and happiness for mankind, nor have they provid-
ed the right spiritual guidance. What, then, about the reli-
gions of the East? In China, for example, the three major
religions are Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism. Have
these religions brought lasting peace and happiness for the
Chinese?

8 In its early stages, Taoism was more a philosophy than
a religion. Its founder, Lao-tzu, was dissatisfied with the
chaos and turmoil of the times and sought relief by shun-
ning society and returning to nature. However, as time wore
on, Taoism became a system of worship venerating a pan-

7-10. What religious beliefs have the Chinese commonly accepted,
and to what have such beliefs led them?

The clergy openly support the
wars of the nations
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theon of many gods and goddesses. Taoists practice divina-
tion. They attach great importance to omens and feng shui
(the reading of the forces of wind and water) as well as to
sundryother rituals. It is clear thatTaoism falls short in pro-
viding satisfactory answers regarding the
meaning of life or in fulfilling the people’s
spiritual needs.

9 At the outset, Confucianism was
a school of ethics and
morality based on the
teachings of its found-
er, Confucius. Through
the centuries, Confucian
concepts have wielded a
strong hold on Chinese
culture and way of think-
ing. Still, being a philoso-
phy of life, Confucianism
has neither helped the
Chinese to learn about
the Creator nor encour-
aged them to cultivate
a close relationship with
him. Although adopting its precepts as rules of conduct
brings certain benefits, Confucianism does not fully satisfy
one’s spiritual needs; nor has it brought lasting peace and
happiness.

10 Buddhism first came into China from India. This reli-
gion advocates compassion and tolerance, and it has fasci-
nated many by its complicated philosophy. But has Bud-
dhism helped people to learn about the Sovereign of the
universe? Have the teachings of the Buddha satisfied the
spiritual needs of mankind? The book Basics to Buddhism
says: “Buddhists do not believe in an all-powerful divine be-
ing in the universe”; “Everyone is capable of becoming a
Buddha”; “Everyone has to work on his own to become a
Buddha and be liberated from suffering.” Buddhism has in-
spired, not faith in God, but reliance on self.

11 If a person’s faith is misplaced, how could he ever
find the truth that brings real satisfaction? Down through
the ages, the Chinese have followed the tradition of wor-
shipping their ancestors, idols, and the spirits in nature,

11. To be spiritually satisfied, what questions must we consider?

Can religions based on myths
and superstitions really satisfy

people’s spiritual needs?
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engrossed in themultitudes ofrites and
rituals connected with them. As a re-
sult, the concept of a personal God, or
Creator, is something foreign to most

Chinese. Yet, as discussed earli-
er, to satisfy our spiritual needs,
we must come to know not only
who the Most High God is but
also what his purpose for man-
kind is. By so doing, we will be
able to act in harmony with that
purpose and gain lasting happi-
ness.We therefore inviteyou to in-
vestigate and find for yourself the
reasonable, objective, and satisfy-

ing answers to these questions: Is there a Creator? Does
he care about mankind? Can he really bring lasting
peace and happiness to mankind, who are so beset with
problems and difficulties?

Have Taoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism helped
people come to know the Creator?
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ISTHEREaGodwho is theCreatorofall things?About this
question, there are many opinions. Some people reason

thatsincewecannotseeGod,howcanwebelieveinhim?Oth-
ers, seeing that there is so much suffering on earth, wonder:
‘How could there really be aGodwho genuinely cares about
mankind? If he does exist, would he not have long ago
brought an end to all the suffering?’ Is that howyou feel?

2 The suffering and calamities besetting mankind are
truly disheartening. Yet, the
earth isfilledwith life inabun-
dant variety, all intricately
designed. How did all these
things come about if there
was no Creator? Those who
believe in evolution assert
that simple life-forms orig-
inated by chance; then they
gradually evolved into more-
complex living things. What,
though, is the likelihood of
life originatingbyaccident?

Did Life Come About
by Chance?

3 The basic unit of living
things is the cell, and thebasic
material that makes up a cell
is protein. Evolutionists ac-
knowledge that the probabili-
tyoftherightatomsandmole-
culesfallingintoplacetoform
just one simple protein mole-
cule is about1 in10113, or 1 fol-
lowed by 113 zeros. In other

1-5. (a) What is the probabili-
ty of a simple protein molecule
coming into existence by chance?
(b) What is a basic fact that evo-
lution cannot explain?

Is There Really a
Most High Creator?

Does not the beautiful earth
demonstrate that there is a

caring Creator?
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words, it could take 10113 chances for the event to occur once.
But any event that has one chance in 1050 is dismissed by
mathematicians as neverhappening.

4 However, far more than one simple protein molecule is
needed for life to occur. For a cell to maintain its functions,
some 2,000 different proteins are needed. What, then, is the
probabilityofall of these happening at random? It is estimat-
ed that it is 1 in 1040,000, or 1 followedby 40,000 zeros! Areyou
willing to rest your faith on such an outrageously remote
probability?

5 If the probability is so remote for a cell to come into exis-
tence by accident, it would be even more so for the cell to
evolve into thegreatvarietyofcomplicated living things.The
fact is that between humans and beasts, there are differences
far greater than the obvious physical ones. Man is endowed
withaconscience;hehasfeelings,aestheticvalues,moralcon-
cepts, thinkingability, andreasoningpowers.Animalsdonot
possess these capabilities. If man evolved from the animals,
why is there such a huge gulf betweenmanand beast?This is
another thornyproblemfor the evolutionists.

Our Awesome Universe
6 Our awesome universe provides overwhelming evidence

for the existence ofaGrandCreator. Some astronomers esti-
mate that there are 100 billion galaxies in the universe and
that each galaxy may contain as many as 100 billion stars!
Some stars are many times the size of our sun. The galaxies
arenotjusthaphazardly throwntogetherbutare setout inan
organized andorderlymanner.

7 Theearthisawonderamongalltheheavenlybodiesinthe
universe. It is, in fact, unique.
The earth provides just the
right environment to accom-
modate living things com-
fortably, like a magnificent
and well-provisioned house.
It is avast storehouse thathas
all of life’s necessities—food,
air, water, and light—and
muchmore. Surely, no intelli-
gent person would ever be-

6, 7. In what ways does the uni-
verse, especially the earth, dis-
play marvelous design?

The orderly universe requires
a Designer . . .

. . . much as a well-equipped
house requires a builder
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lieve thata fullyequippedandstockedhousehadno designer
butjust cameaboutbychance.Would itnotbe evenmoreun-
reasonable to think that the earth, equippedwith everything
that is essential for life, just came about by chance?

The Marvelous Human Body
8 Themarvelous structure ofourhumanbodyalso testifies

to the existence of a Creator. Aclose look at a tiny living cell
willhelpus tounderstandwhy.Ourbody ismadeup ofabout
100 trillion (100,000,000,000,000) tiny cells. The complexity
ofeach livingcell canbe likened to thatofacitywith itsmany
operations, such as power generation, management, trans-
portation,anddefense. Inaddition, thecell’snucleuscontains
tensofthousandsofgenes in the intricatelyarrangedDNA. It
is said that our DNA contains enough information to fill an
encyclopedia of 1,000 volumes. All this information consti-
tutesageneticblueprintanddeterminesourskincolor,hair
type, stature, and countless other details ofour body. If
all constructionblueprints requiremeticulous design,
thenwho designed the complex genetic blueprint in
ourbody?

9 The structure and the function of the various
organs in our body are so intricate and ingenious
that no man-made machine can even remotely
comparewith it.Ofall the organs inourbody,not
oneismoreastoundingthanthehumanbrain.The
New Encyclopædia Britannica notes: “Transmission
of information within the nervous system is more
complex than the largest telephone exchanges; prob-
lemsolvingbyahumanbrain exceedsby far the capaci-
tyofthemostpowerfulcomputers.”To scientists, the awe-
some function of our brain is cause for wonderment. Could
thismarvelous organhavebeen formed simply byhaving the
correct atoms andmolecules fall into place at random?

10 What conclusion canwe draw fromall of this?One thing
wecanagreeon is that lawsmusthavea law-giverandthatde-
sign requires a designer. Since precise order, complex design,
and immense wisdom are observed in everything—from the
smallest cell to the boundless universe—is it not reasonable
and logical to believe that theremust be an all-intelligent and
all-powerfulDesigner behind them?

8, 9. What does the intricate design of the human body reveal?
10-12. (a) Why is it not superstitious or unreasonable to believe in
the existence of God? (b) Based on the evidence presented, what is
your view on God’s existence?

A single cell is
as complex as a city
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11 The Bible is right when it says about God: “His invisible
qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward,
because they are perceived by the thingsmade, even his eter-
nal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.” (Ro-
mans 1:20) Even thoughwe cannot seeGod, our belief in his
existence is no mere superstition. Daily, we deal with many
things we cannot see, such as wind, electricity, magnetism,
and the force of gravity. We know that they exist because we
can observe the effects they produce. Similarly, the intricate
design and the superb order in the universe distinctly testify
to the existence ofaGrandCreator.

12 God is invisible, so how can we come to know him as a
Person and establish a personal relationship with him? God
has made it possible for us to know him, primarily by two
means. Through his creation,God gives a clear indication of
hiswisdom,power, and love. Inaddition,hehas inspiredmen
towrite abook,providingfurther informationabouthimself.
That book is theBible.

Wind-powered generators
prove the existence of wind
and electricity, though these
are invisible

WHO IS GOD?

TO THE Chinese, the concept of God, or Shang-
di (literally “Emperor above”), is both foreign

and abstract. Most people worship heaven and
earth, spirits and demons, ancestors and oth-
er humans. Interestingly, however, according to
Chinese historical records, between three and
four thousand years ago, during the Xia and
Shang dynasties, the Chinese were already wor-
shipping one supreme deity. The book The Reli-
gious History of China explains that they “reck-
oned that between heaven and earth there was a
principal God who stood supreme and had abso-
lute control over all things. . . . This supreme deity
came to be called Di, or Shang-di, during the
Shang Dynasty, and was known as Tien [heaven],
or Tien-di [Emperor in Heaven], during the Zhou
Dynasty [11th century to 256 B.C.E.].” Thus, the
ancient Chinese believed in the existence of a Su-
preme Sovereign of the universe.

During the Spring and Autumn period (c. 722-
481 B.C.E.) and the Warring States period
(c. 480-221 B.C.E.), Confucianism and Taoism
gained ascendancy. Influenced by these two
schools of thought, the worship of Shang-di was

gradually replaced by the abstract idea of rever-
ence for Tien. By the Han dynasty (202 B.C.E.–
221 C.E.), under the dominance of Confucian-
ism, the Chinese became engrossed in moral
culture and social order, and the concept of
Shang-di suffered another setback. With the
spread of Buddhism into China, the Chinese no
longer held to the belief of a Creator who is in
control of the universe, but they accepted Heav-
en, or Providence, as the first cause of all things.
Since then, the concept of God, or Shang-di, has
become something completely foreign to most
Chinese.

Who, then, really is God? The Bible shows that
God is not a force or law of nature that governs
the operation of all things in the universe. Nor is
he Tien, which is venerated by many Chinese.
Rather, God is a living spirit who has feelings and
personality traits. He is the almighty and omni-
scient Sovereign of the Universe, and his love is
boundless. Not only has he created all things but
he also has a definite purpose for mankind—that
we worship him with love and live forever on this
beautiful earth in lasting peace and happiness.
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NOTWITHSTANDING the opinion ofmany, the Bible is
amostextraordinarybook.TheNewEncyclopædia Britan-

nicacalls it “probably themost influentialcollectionofbooks
inhumanhistory.”This is certainlynotanoverstatement.Let
us see why the Bible is so outstanding.

From Antiquity—Yet, Most Widely Distributed
2 The Bible is one of the oldest of the books that have sur-

vived till our time, especially among religious texts. Its ear-
liest part was written in ancient Hebrew some 3,500 years
ago (which corresponds to the Shang dynasty in China)
by an Israelite named Moses. It beganwith the book of
Genesis, anaccountofthe stagesofcreationandthebe-
ginning of the human family. In the following 1,600
years, about40differentpeople tookpart in complet-
ing this collection, or library, of 66 books contain-
ing laws, prophecies, history, poetry, letters, coun-
sel, andmuchmore.

3 EventhoughtheBible is oldandhasbeenthe
target of much vicious opposition and hatred,
it has turned out to be the most widely distrib-
uted book in history. The Bible has now been
translated into some 2,500 languages, and about
three billion copies, in its entirety or in part, have
already been distributed! It is said that 98 percent
ofthe people on earth have access to theBible in their
own language. Just think: If God intends to communicate
with mankind by means of a book, is it not reasonable that
this book should be well-known and easily available so that
people of all nationalities and races could read and benefit
from it? (1 Timothy 2:4) The Bible is just such a book.

Reliable Contents
4 If the Bible is really from God, its contents must be

1-3. What kind of book is the Bible, and what attention has been
given to it?
4-8. How has the Bible withstood scrutiny in the light of science and
history?

A Guidebook for the
Blessing of All Mankind
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completely accurate and reliable. Can that be said of the Bi-
ble? Can it withstand scrutiny in the light of science and his-
tory?

5 Although the Bible is not a science textbook, whenever it
touches on scientific matters, it is in harmony with proven
science and is free from themistakenviews and absurd theo-
ries prevalent at the time of its writing. For instance, in an-
cient times some believed that the earth was supported by
four elephants standing on a big sea turtle.Yet, theBible sim-
ply states: “[God] is stretching out the north over the empty
place, hanging the earth upon nothing.” (Job 26:7, written
about 1473 B.C.E.) As early as 2,700 years ago, the Bible cor-
rectlynoted the shape ofthe earth, saying: “There isOnewho
is dwelling above the circle (“globe,” Douay Version) of the
earth.” (Isaiah 40:22) If the Bible had not been inspired by
God, how could its writers have known such facts?

6 Ofthe facts stated in theBible, somehave onlycome tobe
known and confirmed by science in recent times. For exam-
ple, the Bible long ago revealed a beginning for the universe
(Genesis 1:1), the correct order inwhichall living thingswere
formed (Genesis, chapter 1), and the effects of the hereditary
process (Psalm139:16). Long before people had any concept
of germs and hygiene, the Bible provided the Israelites with
instructions that anyone touching a dead body (or excre-
ment) became unclean and had to wash himself and his gar-
ments.—Numbers 19:11-22; Deuteronomy 23:12-14.

7 Howdid theBiblewriters cometoknowthese scientifical-
ly correct practices? They could not have written according
to their own ideas because people in Bible times did not pos-
sesssuchknowledge.OnlytheCreatorhadthepowerandwis-
dom to provide that information. We, therefore, have sound
reasons to believe that the Bible is truly fromGod.

8 What about history?Most ancient historical writings are
riddledwith legends andmyths and tend tomagnify success-
es andvictories ofa rulerorapeoplewhile glossingover their
failures and defeats. TheBible differs entirely in this respect;
itsrecordsarecompletelyaccurateandhonest,providingspe-
cific names, places, dates, and times that can be verified. For
example, regarding the timewhenJesus commencedhismin-
istry, the Bible account provides the names of seven contem-
poraneousrulers and leaders, so that the readercanascertain
theexacttimebycomparingtheBiblerecordwithreliablehis-
tory. (Luke 3:1, 2) If a book was written under the direction

DATES OF PRINCIPAL
RELIGIOUS WRITINGS

Religious Approximate Year
Writings of Completion

Pentateuch (Bible) 1473 B.C.E.

Veda (Hinduism) 900 B.C.E.

Tao Te Ching (Taoism) 510 B.C.E.

The Analects
(Confucianism) 480 B.C.E.

Hebrew Scriptures
completed (Bible) 443 B.C.E.

Three Baskets
(Buddhism) 1st century B.C.E.

Whole Bible completed 98 C.E.

Koran (Islam) 650 C.E.

Kojiki and Nihon
shoki (Shinto) 720 C.E.

The Bible reaches further back into
man’s history than any other an-
cient religious writings
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ofGod, itmust be completely accurate and truthful, as is the
case with the Bible.

Accurate Prophecies
9 Humans cannot foretell the future with any certainty. If

a book consistently provides prophecies that are accurately
fulfilled, it could not be produced by human ability andwis-
dom. The Bible contains hundreds of prophecies, many of
which have already been fulfilled. For example, centuries in
advance the Bible foretold the fall of Babylon, the order in
which succeeding world empires would appear, the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, and the exiling of the Jews to Babylon.
—Isaiah 13:17-19; 44:26; Jeremiah 25:8-12;Daniel 8:5-8, 20-22.

10 Bible prophecies concerning Jesus Christ are especially
remarkable.Jesus lived inthefirstcentury.Hundredsofyears
before his birth, numerous prophecies concerning him had
been given and were preserved in the Hebrew Scriptures
(commonly called the Old Testament). All these prophecies
were fulfilled in the oneman Jesus,many inways completely
beyondhis control.He couldnot, for instance, have arranged
the time and place of his birth, the tribe intowhich hewould
be born, or the manner of his betrayal, humiliation, torture,
execution, death, and burial. (Micah 5:2; Daniel 9:25; Gene-
sis 49:10; Zechariah 11:12; Isaiah 50:6; Psalm 22:7, 8; 34:20)
The fulfillment of these and other propheciesproves that Je-
sus was the Savior sent byGod.

11 Bible prophecies do not deal only with the ancient past.
They also accurately foretell events that are taking place in
our day. For example, just review Matthew chapter 24, Luke
chapter21, 2Timothy3:1-5, andRevelation6:3-8, andyouwill

9-12. (a) What are some prophecies found in the Bible? (b) What
does the fulfillment of Bible prophecies prove?

From birth to
death, Jesus

fulfilled numerous
prophecies

recorded in the
Hebrew Scriptures
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see how precisely the Bible describes modern-day happen-
ings. It isworthnoting that after thefirstworldwar,when the
League of Nations was established, world leaders asserted
thatmanhad learnedabitter lessonandthat therewouldnev-
erbe anotherworldwar.TheBible, onthe otherhand, reveals
that the untold suffering caused by the first world war was
only the“beginningofpangsofdistress.” (Matthew24:8)His-
tory proves that Bible prophecy is completely accurate and
thatman’s thinking is erroneous.

12 Since prophecies in the Biblewere fulfilled so accurately,
isthisnotoverwhelmingevidencethattheBibleisreallyGod’s
Word? Only the almighty God can provide such accurate in-
formation about events long before theyoccur.—2 Peter 1:21.

Practical Wisdom
13 Life in today’s selfishworld isfilledwithproblems.Many

people are plagued by money problems. Families are shat-
tered by serious marriage problems. Young people are con-
fronted with questions about friends, sex, drinking, drugs,
and so on. If the Bible is really a guide fromGod for allman-
kind, it should help people to deal with these problems. But
does it?

14 Bible counsel, thoughoftendifferent frompopular opin-
ion, is nonetheless effective andpractical. For example,when
marriage problems arise, marriage counselors often suggest
separation or divorce as the solution. The Bible, however,
points out that themarriage arrangement is a seriousmatter.
Italsoadvisesbothhusbandsandwivestoshowloveanddeep
respect for each other and thus prevent serious problems
from developing. (Ephesians 5:22-28) As for money matters,
the Bible reminds us to avoid greed and cultivate content-
ment. It also encouragesus to desist frommoney-wastingbad
habits, such as overdrinking, smoking, drug abuse, and gam-
bling. (1 Timothy 6:7-10) In human relations, the Bible’s ad-
vice is: “All things, therefore, that youwantmen to do toyou,
you also must likewise do to them.” (Matthew 7:12) If you
show love in all you do, you will gain the friendship and re-
spect ofothers, thus lessening pressure and friction.

15 From these few examples, do you not agree that counsel
from the Bible is practical and is also superior to humanwis-
dom?Actually, there aremillions ofpeople around theworld
todaywhohaveovercometheirproblemsbydiligentlyfollow-

13-15. How do the counsel and advice that the Bible offers on daily
living reflect superior and practical wisdom?

Some 2,000 years ago, the
Bible foretold events taking
place in our day
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ing the Bible’s advice. Yes, by applying the Bible’s practical
counsel, it is possible to find lasting peace and happiness.

A Guide for the Blessing of All Mankind
16 ManyOrientals contend that theBible is aproductofthe

West, thatits teachingsandadvicearenotnecessarilysuitable
for people living in the East. Is this true? Since the Creator
understands human needs better than anyone else does, he
hasprovided theBible formankindas awhole so that all peo-
ple can benefit from its teachings. For instance, Chinese
teachers and sages throughthe ageshave providedmanyeth-
ical aphorisms and sayings, some of which no doubt are of
practical value. However, many of these sayingsmerely echo
what the Bible teaches. Here are just a few examples:

Respect your seniors: Before gray hair you should rise up
(Leviticus 19:32)

Honor your parents: Honor your father and your mother
(Exodus 20:12)

When you drink water, think of its source: Remember, now,
yourGrandCreator in the days ofyour youngmanhood (Ec-
clesiastes 12:1)

He who comes near vermilion is stained red, and he who comes
near ink is stained black: He that is walkingwithwise persons
will becomewise, but he that is having dealings with the stu-
pid ones will fare badly (Proverbs 13:20)

17 It shouldbenoted that suchBible teachingswerewritten
long before themany schools of thought in China came into
existence. Indeed, the Bible can be of immense benefit to all
mankind.Withthehelp oftheBible,we canfind the truepur-
pose and meaning of life. Just as our daily bread satisfies us
physically, the Bible can satisfy us spiritually. (Matthew 5:3;
John 4:34)TheBible can also help us drawclose toGod. The
closerwe cometo ourCreator, thehappierandmore satisfied
wewill be.

18 Benefits promised in the Bible, however, are not limited
to life today. The Bible reveals that God will soon bring an
end to all wickedness and injustice, by means of a righteous
governmentofhismaking.The earthwill thenbecomeaglob-
al paradise. What requirements, though, must you meet so
that you can enjoy suchmarvelous blessings? Please read the
next chapter.

16-18. (a) Are the Bible’s instructions practical for the Chinese?
(b) Do you now believe that the Bible is a book beneficial for all
mankind? Please explain.

Following Bible counsel can
improve our life
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BY OBSERVING the marvels of creation and reason-
ing from experience, many people have concluded that

there is a Creator. But just believing that there is a Cre-
ator would not necessarily do them much good. Many to-
day will readily say that they believe in the existence of
God. For example, generations of Chinese, influenced by
Confucian, Taoist, and Buddhist thinking, more or less be-
lieve in Providence, or Heaven, and its retribution. But
they feel that comprehending this is beyond human abil-

ity. In the West, there are
the agnostics who, though
not denying the possibility
of God’s existence, feel that
no human can get to know
him. Obviously, such ways
of thinking would not help
one to develop true faith in
the Creator.

2 Thus, in addition to be-
lieving that there is a God,
wemust trust andhave faith
in him. The Bible points
out: “Without faith it is im-
possible to please him well,
for he that approaches God
must believe that he is and
thathebecomes the reward-
er of those earnestly seek-
ing him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
Believing that God is “the
rewarder of those earnest-
ly seeking him” means that
God is not aloof and uncar-
ing.Rather, as a caringGod,

1-3. Why do we need to know
the Creator?

Cultivating Faith
in the Creator

1 8 L A S T I N G P E A C E A N D H A P P I N E S S — H O W T O F I N D T H E M



he helps those earnestly seeking him to come to know him,
and he rewards them.

3 As an old Chinese saying puts it, Among a hundred vir-
tues, filial piety is the foremost. Surely it is proper that chil-
dren know their father and honor their parents. (Ephesians
6:1-3;Colossians 3:20)Dowenot have all themore reason to
know our Creator and his will? (Ecclesiastes 12:13) That be-
ing so, in order to know the true God and have faith in him,
we need to find satisfactory answers to these vital questions:
What isGod’s name?Whydid he createus?What is the pur-
pose of life? What is our ultimate destiny? Why is there so
much suffering in the world? We cannot answer these ques-
tions simply by logic or byour own experience or reasoning.
Weneed enlightenment anddirection fromtheCreator him-
self, and he has provided these in his Word, the Bible.
—2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

4 The Bible tells us that God’s name is Jehovah. It also re-
veals hispurposes, views, and feelings, aswell as his dealings
with humans so that we can come to know him accurately.
Right fromthe start, theBible shows clearlywhatGod’spur-
pose was in creating humans. In its first book, Genesis, the
Bible relates: “God proceeded to create the man in his im-
age, inGod’s imagehe createdhim;maleandfemalehe creat-
ed them. Further, God blessed them and God said to them:
‘Be fruitful and become many and fill the earth and subdue
it.’” (Genesis 1:27, 28) God placed the first human pair he
created, Adam and Eve, in a peaceful and happy garden,
called the garden of Eden. They enjoyed ideal living condi-
tions and meaningful work. As time passed, they were to
bring forth perfect children. Not only would they not grow
old and die but they would enjoy the company of their off-
spring, and together theywould subdue the earth and turn it
into a paradise in which a perfect human race could enjoy
foreverall theblessingsthatGodprovides.That, inbrief,was
God’s original purpose regarding mankind and the earth.
(Isaiah 45:18)Does not all of this show that Jehovah is a lov-
ing,merciful, kind, and generousGod? Is it notmost satisfy-
ing and happifying to worship and to have faith in such a
God?—Psalm 36:9; 103:13; Revelation 4:11.

5 The Bible goes on to tell us, however, that for lack of

4. (a) Who is God? (b) What is God’s purpose for mankind and the
earth?
5-7. (a) How did mankind lose out on God’s original purpose?
(b) What loving provisions did God make for distressed mankind?

Lacking appreciation, Adam
and Eve lost their right to

everlasting life
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appreciation and obedience, Adam and Eve broke God’s
clearly statedcommandand thereby lost the right to live for-
ever in the Paradise garden. (Genesis 3:1-19) Not only that,
but their transgression also brought sad consequences for
their yet unborn offspring. The Bible says: “Through one

man sin entered into the
world and death through
sin, and thus death spread
to all men because they
hadall sinned.” (Romans 5:
12) The hardships and dif-
ficulties that we see today
are the results of sin and
imperfection. Even so, the
merciful God made provi-
sions through the ransom
sacrifice of his Son, Jesus
Christ, to deliver mankind
out of slavery to sin and
death. (John 3:16; 1 John 4:
9, 10) What provisions?

6 For the blessing of all
mankind, God purposed
to set up a Kingdom, or
government, in heaven and
appointed his Son, Jesus
Christ, as the King of that

Kingdom. (Matthew 6:10) By means of this Kingdom, God
will eliminate all the problems on earth and carry out his
original purpose, turning the earth into aparadise home for
mankind. (Daniel 2:44; Revelation 21:3, 4) It is not a fantasy
to think of living in an earthly paradise under the rule of
God’s Kingdom, enjoying perfect health and happiness for-
ever. JehovahGodhasgiventhispersonalguarantee: “Somy
word that goes forth frommymouthwill prove to be. It will
not return tomewithout results, but it will certainlydo that
inwhich I have delighted, and it will have certain success in
that for which I have sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11) What love God
has demonstrated in all of this! Shouldwe not be grateful to
him? Gratitude has impelled millions of people around the
world, fromdifferentraces andcultures, to takeactionto cul-
tivate a relationship with God and to serve him.

7 How,then,cantruefaithbe cultivated?Tothosewhopro-
fess no religion, faith in God is just a psychological crutch

Study the Bible with
an open mind

2 0 L A S T I N G P E A C E A N D H A P P I N E S S — H O W T O F I N D T H E M



that provides comfort for the mind and solace for the heart.
Do you agree with that view? What really is faith?

The Way to Cultivate Faith
8 “Faith is the assured expectation of things hoped for, the

evident demonstration of realities though not beheld.” (He-
brews 11:1) As can be seen from this definition given in the
Bible, faith is based on accurate knowledge and facts; other-
wise, there would be no difference between faith and blind
superstition.Therefore, to cultivate faith inGod, three steps
are essential: (1) Study the Bible diligently, (2) ponder over
its teachings andadmonitions, and(3) apply inyourdaily life
what you learn.

9 Since faith is based on accurate knowledge, it is logical
that to have faith in God, one must study God’s Word, the
Bible. In this regard the Beroeans of the first century are
good examples for us. Though steeped in both Jewish and
Greek religious traditions, some of themwere open-minded
and readily gave ear to the apostle Paul’s message. They “re-
ceived thewordwiththegreatest eagerness ofmind, careful-
ly examining the Scriptures daily,” and many of them “be-
came believers.” (Acts 17:11, 12) To acquire an accurate
knowledge of God and his Word, we too need to be open-
minded and carefully examine the teachings of God’s Word
and take them to heart.—John 17:3; 2 Timothy 3:15-17.

10 It is true that we have to work for a living, but laboring
only to satisfyour physical andmaterial needswill not bring
us real happiness. Jesus said: “Happyare those conscious of
their spiritualneed.” (Matthew5:3) Ifweallowourbusyrou-
tine to stifle our spiritual needs, we are putting the cart be-
fore the horse and are shortsighted indeed. Sowe need to do
our best to find time in our busy lives to study the Bible reg-
ularly.God’sWordexhorts: “Keep strictwatchthathowyou
walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, buying out the op-
portune time for yourselves, because the days are wicked.”
(Ephesians 5:15, 16)Take this advice, andarrange apractical
schedule so that you can keep your activities in proper bal-
ance. JehovahGodwill sustain thosewhoare earnestly seek-
ing him.—Matthew 7:7.

11 TocultivategenuinefaithinGod, thenextstep is tomed-
itate on what you have learned. Actually, to appreciate the

8-13. (a) What is faith? (b) What steps must we take to develop faith
in God? Why?

Carefully ponder over the
things learned
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value of what you have read, meditation is indispensable,
even more important than repeated reading. Only by do-
ing this can you grasp, digest, and assimilate the infor-
mation, and then the seeds of truth will become deeply
embedded and take root in your heart. Therefore, com-
pare the things you are learning from the Bible with your
own views, think objectively and reasonably, and weigh
them against one another. On the other hand, do not allow

personal prejudices or cer-
tain deep-rooted opinions to
deprive you of a fair oppor-
tunity to determine what is
the truth andworthy of your
belief. Proceeding this way,
youwill not only realize that
God is a real individual but
also be impelled to estab-
lish a personal relationship
with him.

12 The third step in culti-
vating faith is to put into practice what God tells us to do.
We must remember that a living faith is supported by ac-
tions. (James 2:17, 26) If a man wants to have enough faith
or confidence inhis ability to drive a car, he cannot just read
an instruction manual or even go over the procedure in his
mind and then drive off in a car, can he? No. He needs to
have someone help him to put into practice step-by-step the
things he learned from the manual. In this way, after sever-
al driving lessons, hewill develop enoughconfidence to start
drivingandcanbecomeaqualifieddriver. It is the samewith
cultivating faith in God. Besides studying and meditating,
youmustputintopractice,as soonaspossible, thethingsyou
learn from the Bible. For example, since you have learned
thatGodis aninvisible spirit, doyouappreciate thatyoucan-
notworship him through any idols or images?Youhave also
learned that Jehovah is a loving heavenly Father. Then, are
youwilling to expressyour feelings for him inprayer tohim?

13 When you are willing to apply what you have learned
from the Bible, you are demonstrating to God that you be-
lieve in him and his Word, the Bible. Your faithwill accord-
ingly grow stronger. However, only by practicing what you
are learning will you be convinced that what the Bible says
isnotemptytheorybutis ofgreatpracticalvalue.TheBible’s

We learn to drive by
practicing what we have
learned under the guidance
of an instructor; we cultivate
faith in God in a similar
manner
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advice is: “Taste and see that Jehovah is good, O you people;
happy is the able-bodied man that takes refuge in him.”
(Psalm 34:8) Yes, applying Bible principles in our lives is an
indispensable ingredient in cultivating faith inGodandfind-
ing lasting peace and happiness.

A Vital Factor
14 Although you have now seen enough evidence to show

that there is a Creator, that the Bible is hisWord, and that it
is his desire for you to establish apersonal relationship with
him, there is yet another vital factor that will determine
whether youwill benefit fromall of this.What is that factor?
It is your own heart condition.

15 Agoodheartconditionis essential for the truthofGod’s
Word to strike a responsive chord. If aperson is obstinately
unwilling to believe, he will remain unconvinced no matter
howoverwhelmingthe evidencemaybe.Wellhas itbeensaid
that to cultivate genuine faith inGod, we need to be honest,
humble, and spiritually hungry. The hypocritical and selfish
religious leaders in Jesus’ dayhardened their hearts somuch
that they were unable to exercise faith in Jesus. However,
many among the lowly, common people readily gave ear to
Jesus’ teachings. The situation is no different today.—Luke
21:37, 38; John 8:43-47.

16 Why is an honest, humble, and teachable attitude so es-
sential? It is because if a person is obsessed with his racial,
cultural, or religious upbringing, it will greatly hinder him
from taking in accurate knowledge of the Bible. In everyday
life, ifwe are humble, open-minded, andwilling to learnnew
things,wewill certainly enhance the qualityofourworkand
improve the conditionofour life. So then,whynot adopt the
same open-minded attitude when it comes to religion and
humbly studyGod’sWordandapply its healthful teachings?

17 Today, there is a great crowd worldwide consisting of
people from different races, language groups, and cultural
backgrounds doing just that. They have to cope with the
problems of life just as you do, but they deeply appreciate
that the best way to find peace and happiness is to take in
knowledge of the Creator and exercise faith in him. They
make up God’s organization on earth today. Who are these
people?

14-17. (a) What are some things that may prevent people from ac-
cepting the truth about God? (b) What proper heart attitude should
we cultivate?

Expressing your feelings to
God in prayer will draw you

closer to him
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THROUGHOUT history, the Creator has provided the
necessary means by which those earnestly seeking him

can come andworship him. In other words, Jehovah has al-
wayshadloyalworshippersonearthservingashis channelof
communicationaswell as beinghis representatives.

2 From the 16th century B.C.E., and for about 1,500 years,
the Israelites wereGod’s chosen people, his representatives
on earth. (Exodus 19:5, 6) Jehovah organized them into a
nation, gave them his laws, and provided them with de-

tailed information concerning
pure worship. Later, God even
appointed a king to rule over
them. However, because of be-
ing repeatedly unfaithful, the
Israelites were cast off by God
in the first century C.E. (Mat-
thew 23:37, 38) When Jesus
came to earth, he clearlypoint-
ed out the way to God, saying:
“I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to
theFatherexcept throughme.”
(John 14:6) Followers of Jesus
Christ were accepted by God
to replace the nation of Isra-
el as God’s representatives on
earth.—1Peter 2:9, 10.

3 The Christians in the first
century were a united brother-
hood, fullydevoted to the evan-

1, 2. (a) How were the ancient Is-
raelites organized to serve as God’s
earthly representatives? (b) Why
was the nation of Israel rejected by
God, and by whom was it replaced?
3. What characterized the early
Christians?

Pursue Lasting Peace
and Happiness
With God’s People

The Israelites were once
chosen by God to be his
earthly representatives
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gelizing work. (Matthew 28:
19, 20) They held fast to the
teachings of the Bible. They
were known for being law-
abiding, respectful of gov-
ernment officials, and loving
toward their fellowman.De-
spite all of this, they were
viciously opposed and per-
secuted. Why? Because they
firmly believed that only
God’s Kingdom can bring
lasting peace and happiness
formankind. Inobedience to Jesus’ command, theygave full
support to God’s Kingdom, remaining strictly neutral in
worldlyaffairs, not taking part in or interferingwith any po-
liticalormilitaryactivities. (Matthew6:33; John18:36)Their
position was often misunderstood, and this brought upon
themopposition andpersecution. Still, they preached about

These
publications

help people to
learn the truth

about God

MANY people have a morbid fear of the
dead. Some believe that spirits of the dead

can either protect them as their guardians or
harm them as vengeful ghosts. Many Chinese
worship their ancestors as a way of showing filial
piety (devotion to parents) and of ensuring bless-
ings for future generations. Though such beliefs
are common, the Bible clearly shows that the
dead cannot in any way influence the living.

In the Bible, there is no mention of a soul that
lives on after a person dies. Even though some
Bible translations contain references to an immor-
tal soul, they are, in fact, incorrect renderings of
the original text.� In fact, the Bible says: “His
spirit goes out, he goes back to his ground.”
(Psalm 146:4) At death, the brain stops working,
all senses cease to function, and memory dis-
appears. How, then, can the dead possibly know
whom to help or harm? Clearly, the dead can do
nothing!

� For more information regarding what happens when a person
dies, see What Does the Bible Really Teach? pages 208-211, pub-
l ished by Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Furthermore, the Bible states: “The living are
conscious that they will die; but as for the dead,
they are conscious of nothing at all . . . Also, their
love and their hate and their jealousy have al-
ready perished.” (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6) In other
words, when a person dies, he simply ceases to
exist as a living being. He can no longer suffer,
nor can he benefit from any rites and rituals, the
burning of candles, incense, and fake money
and the offering of meats and fruits. The Bible’s
teaching regarding the condition of the dead
gives us great comfort and relief, does it not?

The hope for the dead lies in the resurrection.
God promised that through his Son, Jesus, the
dead would be brought back to life.—John 11:
25; Acts 24:15.

The Bible does show that there are wicked
spirit creatures who want to harm us. (Matthew
4:24; Acts 16:16) These wicked spirits, how-
ever, are not our dead ancestors; they are re-
bell ious angels who oppose God and bring great
calamities to the human race. They are demons.
—2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6.

CAN THE DEAD INFLUENCE THE LIVING?
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theKingdomwithunwavering zeal. As Paul wrote in his let-
ter to the Christians in Colossae, “[the good news] has pre-
sented itself to you, even as it is bearing fruit and increasing
in all the world.” The first-century Christians preached the
good news throughout the realms of the Roman Empire.
—Colossians 1:6.

A Period of Darkness—The Rise of Christendom
4 In time, theChristiancongregation faced aperiodofdra-

matic changes.As foretold in theBible, falseChristians infil-
trated God’s organization and became a lawless influence,
bringing in teachings and practices that were unscriptural.
—Matthew13:24-30, 36-43;Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Thessalonians 2:
6-8; 1 Timothy4:1-3; 2 Timothy2:16-18; 2 Peter 2:1-3.

5 Inthefirst-centuryChristiancongregation, therewereno
class distinctions. By the second century, a hierarchy of
bishops and presbyters had come into existence, result-
ing in a separation of clergy and laity. Next, such pagan
doctrines as the Trinity, the immortality of the soul, and
hellfire came to be accepted by those who claimed to be
Christians. Then, in 313 C.E., Roman Emperor Constan-
tine ordered that this apostate form of Christianity be rec-

ognized as a lawful religion.
By the end of the fourth cen-
tury, the “Christian” Church,
which was actively meddling
inpolitics,waspromoted tobe
the official religion of the Ro-
man Empire, and it became
known as the RomanCatholic
Church.

6 In the 16th century, the
Reformation brought new de-
velopments to the religious
scene in Europe. Reformers,
such asMartin Luther, Ulrich
Zwingli, and John Calvin, at-

4, 5. How did the Roman Catholic
Church come into existence, and
how does it compare with the ear-
ly Christian congregation?
6, 7. How did the Protestant
churches come to be, and why do
they not represent a return to true
Christianity?

Jehovah’s Witnesses
demonstrate genuine
Christian love
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tacked theCatholicChurchonvarious issues.As a result, re-
ligious groups sprang up, breaking free from the papal au-
thority ofRome. Later these groups became known as Prot-
estants (protesters against theRomanCatholicChurch).

7 Even though the various Protestant churches are orga-
nized differently, they have basically retained the separation
of clergy and laity. They also continue to teach suchunscrip-
turaldoctrinesastheTrinity, theimmortalityofthe soul, eter-
nal torment in afieryhell, andothers.On thematterofChris-
tianneutrality,ProtestantsdonotdifferfromCatholics.They
remainapartoftheworld.While theProtestantReformation
didbringabout some changes, it didnotmarkareturn to true
Christianity.However, inaparable, JesusChrist foretold that
the time would come when true Christianity would be re-
stored andwheatlike trueChristianswould “shine asbrightly
as the sun.”—Matthew13:24-30, 36-43.

God’s True Worshippers in Modern Times
8 In the late 19thcentury, agroup ofsincereBible students

in Pennsylvania, U.S.A., began to discern that many of the
doctrines taught by the churches are unscriptural. They de-
cidedtoundertake asystematic studyoftheBible to seewhat
it really teaches. Soon, they began to make known the Bi-
ble truths that they learned by publishing and distributing
books, magazines, and tracts. Over the past 100 years and
more, this group, now known as Jehovah’s Witnesses, has
grown from amere handful to avast companyof over seven
million inmore than235 lands around theworld.

9 Jesus told his followers: “I am giving you a new com-
mandment, thatyoulove oneanother . . .Bythis allwillknow
thatyouaremydisciples, ifyouhave loveamongyourselves.”
(John 13:34, 35) For this reason, Jehovah’sWitnesses do not
get involved inwars or social conflicts. Even under themost
trying circumstances, they are determined to remain firm in
theirstandandloveoneanothertotheend.Forexample,dur-
ing the secondworldwar, theymade great sacrifices in order
to hold fast to Jesus’ command. Commenting on the situa-
tion in Nazi Germany, historian Claudia Koonz said in her
book Mothers in the Fatherland: “From the first, Jehovah’s
Witnesses didnot cooperatewith any facet of theNazi state.
. . . About half (mostlymen) ofall Jehovah’sWitnesses were

8. How has true Christianity been restored in modern times?
9, 10. What proves that Jehovah’s Witnesses truly represent God
and make up his organization in modern times?
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sent to concentration camps, a thousand of them were exe-
cuted, and another thousand died between 1933 and 1945.”
Theywerewillingto sacrifice their livesbecause oftheir love
forGodandfor their fellowman.Thishelps to identify them
as trueChristians.

10 Like the early Christians, Jehovah’s Witnesses are law-
abiding citizens. They take to heart Jesus’ words: “Pay back,
therefore, Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s things to
God.” (Matthew 22:21) They obey “Caesar,” or the gov-
ernmental authorities, by diligently fulfilling the responsi-
bilities that are required of citizens, such as paying taxes
and complyingwith census laws andmarriage registrations.
However, when there is a conflict between Caesar’s law and
God’s requirements, they follow the example of the first-
century Christians, who said: “We must obey God as ruler
rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) Truly, in these and all aspects
of their life and their worship, Jehovah’sWitnessesmakeup
God’s trueworshippers inmodern times.

Turn to True Worship Now
11 “God is not partial,” the Bible tells us, “but in every na-

tion the man that fears him and works righteousness is ac-
ceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34, 35) Yes, it is God’s will that
people of all nations come to know him and be blessed by
him. To this end, Jehovah’s Witnesses publish Bible litera-
ture in well over 400 languages. They use every available
means to bring the good news of the Bible to people around
the earth. (Matthew 24:14) And they offer to study the Bible
free ofchargewithallwhoare interested. Jehovah’sWitness-
es sincerely invite you to share with them in the pursuit of
lastingpeace andhappiness.Wouldyoubewilling to do so?

12 Over the past two thousand years, many religious insti-
tutions and organizations have misrepresented true Chris-
tianity and have slandered the name of God and of Christ.
The time forGod to take action to executejudgment against
all falsereligionisathand! Inviewofthat,Jehovah’sWitness-
esurge allwhotruly loveGodtoheedthe commandfoundat
Revelation18:4andgetoutofall falsereligions.Trueworship
has been restored, and millions of people around the world
are streaming to it. (Isaiah 2:2-4) Are you one of them? If so,
you can look forward towonderful blessings just ahead.

11. What are Jehovah’s Witnesses doing to help people of all nations
turn to God?
12. Why is it urgent that you make the right choice in your worship
today?
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JESUS taught his disciples to pray: “Our Father in the
heavens, let your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom

come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also upon
earth.” (Matthew 6:9, 10)We are to pray forGod’sKingdom
to come. But what is God’s Kingdom? It is a heavenly gov-
ernment. Jehovah has appointed his beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be its King. What will this Kingdom do for us?

2 More than 2,500 years ago, God inspired his prophet
Daniel to say: “In the days of those kings [the nations on
earth] the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will
never be brought to ruin. And the kingdom itself will not
be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an
end to all these kingdoms, and it itself will stand to times
indefinite.” (Daniel 2:44) This prophecy clearly points out
that God’s Kingdom must first remove human rulership,
which is causing all the divisions and sufferings on earth to-
day, and then it will bring in a lasting, peaceful rule over all
mankind. When will all of this take place? Will we see it?

3 When Jesus was on earth, his disciples asked him: “Tell
us, When will these things be, and what will be the sign
of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of
things?” Jesus’ reply indicated that there would be global
wars, food shortages, great earthquakes, and increasing law-
lessness. Besides, false religious teachers would arise tomis-
lead many, his true disciples would become objects of per-
secution and hatred, the love of the greater number would
cool off, and the good news of God’s Kingdom would be
preached in all the earth. (Matthew 24:3-14) Have you seen
such things occurring? Many observers have admitted that
since the first worldwar broke out in 1914, mankind has en-
tered a time of unprecedented turmoil. Philosopher Ber-
trand Russell wrote: “Ever since 1914, everybody conscious
of trends in the world has been deeply troubled bywhat has

1, 2. What is God’s Kingdom?
3-5. Why do we firmly believe that God’s Kingdom will soon solve
all the problems of the world?

Lasting Peace and
Happiness Just Ahead!
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seemed like a fated and predetermined march toward ever
greater disaster.” Danish historian Peter Munch is report-
ed as writing: “The outbreak of the war in 1914 is the great
turning point of the history of humanity. . . . We entered an
age of disaster, horror, and hatred, with insecurity every-
where.”

4 Besides wars, from 1914 onward, famine, pestilence,
earthquakes, and violence have escalated to an unprec-
edented degree worldwide. Sadly, in spite of advanced
science and technology, mankind is totally helpless when it
comes to solving these difficult problems. All of this proves
beyond any doubt that since 1914, the sign Jesus gave re-
garding the time of the end is right before our eyes. Jesus
Christ has begun ruling in the invisible heavens. The world
has entered its time of the end!

5 As all these events are taking place in our very time, all
of us are faced with a life-and-death choice. What is that
choice? In talking about the end of this system of things, Je-
sus indicated that he will divide the people of all the na-
tions, as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. Only
sheeplike ones—people who love righteousness and active-
ly support God’s Kingdom—will survive the end of this
wicked system of things and enjoyGod’s blessings under his
Kingdom forever.—Matthew 25:31, 33.

6 What blessings will God’s Kingdom bring for mankind?
The things that the Kingdom will soon accomplish include:

(1) Wars, crime, and violence will be eliminated forever.
—Psalm 46:8, 9; Isaiah 2:4.

(2) Equality and impartiality will exist for all; there will
be no more racial, social, or other forms of discrimination.
—Acts 10:35; Revelation 7:9, 10.

(3) There will be abundant food, adequate housing, and
enjoyable work for everyone.—Psalm 72:16; Isaiah 25:6; 65:
21, 22.

(4) Sickness, disability, old age, and death will be no
more.—Isaiah 25:8; 35:5, 6; Revelation 21:4.

(5) The dead will be raised.—John 5:28, 29; Revelation
20:12.

(6) The earth will become a global paradise.—Luke 23:
43; Psalm 98:7-9.

6, 7. (a) What blessings will God’s Kingdom bring? (b) What are
you now being sincerely invited to do?

All of us are faced
with a life-and-death
choice

Only sheeplike ones
will survive the end of
this wicked system
of things
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7 “Thismeans everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of
you, the only true God, and of the one whomyou sent forth,
Jesus Christ,” said Jesus. (John 17:3) We therefore sincerely
invite you to make the time to study the Bible and find out
what you need to do in order to qualify for the hope of en-
joying life forever in Paradise on earth under God’s King-
dom. We encourage you to associate regularly with Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. Earth wide, there are millions with living
faith who are worshipping the Eternal Sovereign, Jehovah,
in one accord. Now is the time for you to join their ranks.
Now is the time to take action without delay. Do not hesi-
tate. Join them in accepting the invitation: “Come! . . . Let
anyone thatwishes take life’s water free.”—Revelation 22:17.

Will you make the effort to
find lasting peace

and happiness?
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Jehovah God is now opening to you the opportunityJehovah God is now opening to you the opportunity
to live in a paradise! The time is coming when you willto live in a paradise! The time is coming when you will
be able to enjoy life in lasting peace and happiness.be able to enjoy life in lasting peace and happiness.
Our loving and almighty heavenly Father, Jehovah,Our loving and almighty heavenly Father, Jehovah,
will make this come true without fail, for he promises:will make this come true without fail, for he promises:
“So my word that goes forth from my mouth will“So my word that goes forth from my mouth will
prove to be. It will not return to me without results,prove to be. It will not return to me without results,
but it will certainly do that in which I have delighted.”but it will certainly do that in which I have delighted.”
—Isaiah 55:10, 11.—Isaiah 55:10, 11.
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