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You w i lL  a l .so  recaL l  tha t  .sone de f in i te  d i rec t . ion  on .how to  w8tn'how to  w6fk4rsu *egcrrr rna! sone qellnlt .e ct]-rection c}n how to wolk
wrEh  these  L ia i son  conn i t t ees  was  se t  ou t  i n  t he  Novenber  1990  ou r , i
{:rgg?I. gi"l:try insert.. -Ar thar tine tou-;.;;-";i;d'io-.i"..v6i. ..pv

our' i

l l_ ty l t i . l  i t  in  a,safe ptace so thar you courd t ind i i le" i .kr i ' i i
needed.  Do vou sg i l l  kno \ r  where  your  co
:)::: l : i : are rot.tolrl"ng thrs direction. But ve would l ike to calf your
attentaon to what follows so that you can cooperate to a gleater deqrein  the  fu tu re .  - -Heb .  13 : I? .

o a gleater degree

TO ALL CONGREGATIONS

Dear Brothers:

Hospital Infornation Services has now been operational for fouryears. with Jehovah,s blessing huch has been accomplished in that t ine
!?,l"lf t"" should you ever have to face a faith-ch;tlenging nedical
s r tua t ion  and ye t  a re  " f i r rn ty  reso lved ' r  to  re fuse  to  g iv t  i ;  to  a  b loodt rans fus ion .  - -Deu t .  12 :23-25 ;  Ac ts  t5  i  2g ,  29 ,

. fn the United States, we now have nore than a hundred Hospital
! : .a r -son conmi t tees  _  (HLCS)  func t ion ing  in  a l l  the  la lger  c i t ies - t rhere .
cnere  are  major  h led ic4 l  cen ters .  More  than 650 e lders  serve  on  these
conn l . t tees .  

-Las t  year  these bro thers  hand led  nore  t r , in - to ,ooo 
. l : - -

te fephone ca l l s .  To  da te  i t  has  a lso  been poss ib te  to  se t  up  th isprogram rn 63 branches of the Society, with over eight hundred HLCS
nak ing  th is  a r rangement  ava i lab fe  to  some 3 .4  ^ i r i i6 " .  

" i - .u i - ; . ; l ; ; r " .r ' {e  re lo rce  to  see th j .s  lov ing  prov is ion  j .n  p lace .  But  p lease no te  tha tthis se!vl,ce is not for non-*itnesses-- tt i-s onry ror l iptizea ,-p"t_ 
--- -

:; i l :::":* 
thei! chiLd'en and for unbaprizod puirishers'and ah;iT:

, ,  - , r n  J1n l3 . y  you r  body  o f  e lde rs  was  p rov ided  l r i t h  an  upda ted
llst.ang of the nearest HLC rnenbers. This 1ist ing wiff not be posted on
the information board of your Kingdon Hall or otfrervise be giv^en
genera l  c i r cu la t i on .  f f  you  have  a  genu ine  need  fo r  t he  he lp  o f  t ha t
nrru, as crlrected in the insert of Our Kingdom !4inistry for Novehber
1990 ,  you  shou ld  con tac t  any  o f  you r  l oca i  e lde rs ,  wh -o  w i l t  i n  t u rn
ask -enough  ques t i ons  to  assess  the  na t te r  p rope r l y .  I f  t he re  i s  a  tea l
need ,  t he  e ldg r  h ihse f f  w i l f  ass i s t  you  i n -  ma l i ng -  con tac t  w i th  the  HLC.
ne  1s - I ] oE  to  -Leave  you  o r  you r  f ah i l y  t o  f o l l ow  th rough  a fone .  Th i sprocedure properly keeps your tocal 

_etders 
so$ewhat i ivolved vhen such

Ia r th -cha l l eng ing  Ined ica l  s i t ua t i ons  deve lop . - -Ecc l  .  4 rg ,  1 -0 ,  L2 .

-  The  HLC in  you r  a rea  w i l l  he lp  you  f i nd  a  coopera t i ve  doc to r  whenyou  have  d i f f i cu l r y  f i nd ing  one  who  t i l - t  t r eaE .  you  ! r i t hou t  i ns i s t i ng  on
us tng  b lood  t rans fus ions ,  I t  nay  a l so  be  poss i i l e  f o r  conmi t tee  

'  
:

hembers  to  be  ava i l ab le  fo r  d i scuss ions  l r i t h  any  doc to rs  a l r : eadv  i
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attending you but vho do not understand our position or who are not yet
sufficiently aware of nany alternative procedures available.

Nov, here is a nost serious matter in vhich hany of you need to
cooperate better: The one complaint most conhonly raised against us by
hany doctors in most lands is that Jehovah.s Witnesses often do not
inforrn the doctor at the first consm

tor
surqery. Some of our lJorst problens have occurred because of this lack
of connunj-cation. It discouraqes doctors frorn cooperating with us.
The dctctor really needs to know this position early if he is to
cooperate well ! ' i th us as to our nedj.cal needs.

We are creating another problen for doctors and hospitaLs when we
do not have our Advance l ' ledical Directive /Release document lr i lh us at
a1 l  t ines ,  o r  we do  no t  have i t  a l l  f i l l ed  ou t ,  da ted ,  and s igned w i th
our  s ignature  proper ly  w i tnessed.  Unfor tunate ly ,  espec ia t l y  in  the
case o f  acc idents ,  we s t iL l  hear  repor ts  o f  Wi tnesses  taken to  hosp i ta l
energency roons vithout their Medi.cal -Direciive vith them to protect
them frorn an unvanted blood transfusion. Doctors understqndably raise
questions about. thd:yalidity.of thp..dqcuhent wnen j.t iE not dated or
not signed .or not -v-itnessed.

.S in i la r l y ,  i t  i s  nos t  inpor tan t  when we (o r  a  re la t i ve)  en ter  a
hosp l ta l  tha t  ve  ask  fo r  and f i l l  ou t  the  hosp i ta l rs  \ re lease f ron
l iab i t i t y '  fo rns  tha t  v i l l  nake c lear  our  pos i t ion  on  b l "ood.  we shou ldr
read their forns carefuLly so that we do not inadvertentLy give them
pennission to use blood Ln sone pretended ernergency. Their forns
usually have a clause inserted that cqn. null ify evelything we tlave s-aid
abouE not  vanc i4g  b loou,  Yes ,  we can lega-L ly  dd ]usE the i r  fo r rn ,
ln l t la r rng  vherever  ve  ahend i t ,  be fore  s ign ing  i t .  (p lease see Our
Kingdon Ministrt,) Novenber 1990, page 4, paragraph 18.) Make a copy of
tha t  ad jus ted  fo rn  fo r  yourse l f  jus t  in  case prob i .ens  ar ise .

I f  the  hosp i ta l  does  no t  have such a  fo rh ,  o r  i f  Lhey  say  they
cannot locate the form and they appear to be taking rather long to find
i t ,  ask  to  see the  hosp i ta l  adn in is t ra to r  about  i t .  I t  i s  inadv isab le
to a,ait too long to fi l l  out such a forn. If one of the HLC nembels j.s
lrith you, he can provide a blank form for your use. Or in an energency
vhere you cannot wait, there is a sahple forln in t e 79-77 Bfood
book le t ,  page 29 ,  tha t  you  can use.  I t  i s  an  Aner ican  Med ica l
Assoc ia t ion  fo rn ,  so  do  no t  1e t  anyone te . I l  you  i t  i s  no t  su i tab te  to

We hope the above infornation is of benefit  to you and your
fah i f i es  as  you  s t r i ve  to  obey  Jehovah ,s  pe r fec t  1aw. - -ps .  19 :7 .

V ^ r  t r  h r ^ l _ h  a i c

%*xf,#-r
Hosp i ta  I  I n fo rnaE ion  S  e rv  i ces


