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TO ALt BODIES OF ELDERS AND TRAVEI,ING OVERSEERS

Dear Brothers:

nei xlDgaloD gall D€dlqatloDs

There have been nany new Kinqtdorn Halls congtructed recently. and
in this qannection questions have arisen as !o the soclety'6 policy
lrith regard to Kingdor0 HaIl dedication prograns. The infornation to
foll.ow sets out 6one guidelines, whj.ch we believe wll l prove
beneficial. Please fl le th16 letter with the other socLety pollcy
Letters in your perrnanent fl le for future ref,erence as needed.

gpeaksr! A Kingdon HaIl dedlcation epeaker fron Bethel nay be
requested, but such requests should be directed in wrlt ing to the
Teachlng connittee of the coverning Body, If a Bethel epeaker ie
requested, we vri l l  be pleaEed to conBider your request and assign a
brother who ls on the approved Kingdon Hall dedication speaker l lst.
It rdould be expeqted that the travel expenEee f,ar the Epeaker (and hi6
r.rife if he is narried and she is lnvited) would be covered by the
congregation (s) involved with the dedication arrangenents. Sone
congrqgations nay find Lt nore convenient to have the tocal circult
overseer or district overseer give the dedication talk j.f one of then
is available for the date desired. If this is done, it should be
understood that if the dedlcatian ls in a congregation other than the
one being visited that week, it vJould not be appropriate to aLter the
visit to that congregation by rearranging neetings so that the
traveling overseer could give a dedication talk in the congregatj"on
having the dedication progran. of course, if the traveling overseer
givint the dedication lalk wishes to take a lreek of vacation in
connecLion with the Kingdon Hall dedication, there is no objection to
that. However, the society prefers that partiat weeks of vacation not
be used that lrould require the use of a substituta traveling overseer.
where a travel-ing overseer is available and has a part on the
progran, there is no need to invite a Bethel speaker !o participate'
This siLl nake it nore econornical for the congregations,

There rnay be tines r,rhen a Bethel speaker assigned ta serve at a
special- assernbly day progran in a circuit would be available to give a
Kingdon HaIl dedication talk, especially if the congreqation involved
is located close to the assenbLy site. fn sone cases the Bethel
speaker is schedul"ed to serve a speciaf assenbly day progralr on
saturday. This would leave hin free to handle a Kingdon HalL
dedication assignment on sunday rnorninq and then return to Brooklyn
sonetime sunday afternoon. If the special assenbly day progran is on
sunday, then he has salurday free for a Kingdon Hall dedication
progran. In sone cases, even if he has a special asseTnbly day progran
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on Saturday as well as Sunday, it rnay sti l l  be possibfe for hin to
give a Kingdon Hall dedication talk on Saturday evening if the
congregation (s) involved have the prograh in the city nhere the
assembly is held or if i t is nearby. This lroul-d save considerable
expense, especially vhele costs for travel fron and to New York are
involved.

Erograa Fonats once the details are lrorked out by the elders,
the presiding overseer may correspond directly lr ith the speaker
assigned to give the dedication talk, Sorne helpful suggeEtions are
herein providedi

1) The dedlcalion talk should be given in the Kingdon HaIl belng
dedicated. Thus, there would be no need for the congregatj-on to rent
a speeial auditoriun for the dedication talk in order to accomnodate a
larger audl.ence.

2) The Kingdon Hall dedication progran nay be held on elther a
Saturday or a Sunday. If held on Sunday. an abbrevLated Watchtover
study should be arranqed, sinllar to vhat Is done durlng the vi6lt of
the clrcult overseer,

3) If a Elide presentation is lncluded as part of the dedlcatlon
progran, It Ehould not be too lengthy. It has been observed that on
sone occaslons this portion of the dedicatlon progratn couLd have been
ehorter and tnade tnore lnteresting and enJoyable to those in
attendance. Including jugt a few of the nain procedures ln building
the Kingdorn HaIl would be sufflcient, Keep such slide preEentatlons
on a dignified level. The dedication pragran ls an appropriate
occasion f,or glving praiEe to ,fehovah for his dlrection and bLeEsing
on the project and for advanclng his worship in the connunity.

4) Where there is more than one language group uslng the aane
Kingdon Hal-l, a prograrn in each Language nay be arranged if 6uch is
deetned neeessary. Where it iE decided to have the progran ln a
language in addition to Engl"ish and this other-language progran is
held f, irst, the brother giving the dedication lalk in this other
language would dedicate the Kingdot! HalL. The entire progran nay be
repeated ln the second language except that the speaker lrould not
dedicate the Kingdon Hall or offer anoCher dedication prayer during
his ta1k, since it !r iL1 already have been dedLcated during the
first-lanquage progran. In such a case,. the second-language speaker
would nerely nention that the building vas already dedicated, and no
dedication prayer is given. In those cases where r0ore lhan one
language is involved, elders representing each congregation should
rneet together to vork out the details for the progran to be presented
in two Languages.

5) There appears to be no need to have a progran of nore than
two-and-a-half hours in length. cenerally, this length would allow
for sone local experiences in connection with construction, a history
of the congregation(s) involved, and perhaps a sl-ide shouing of
appropriate length if desired. Brief interviens of key brothers in
the construction project nay be included in one or nore of these
parts, and contnents should be to the point.
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6) More dual and nultiple Kingdon HaIIE in one building are being
constructed. In such oases onLy one dedication progran is needed to
cover all ( ingdon Halls.that are part of the one cotnplex.

7) A tour of the ne!' Ningdon Ha1l may be arranged before the
dedication program. If felt appropriate, I ight snacks or refreshnents
nay be served but not alcoholic beverages, Many brothers have found
this to be a fine tine to invite businessnen and officials in the
connunity r.rho rlay have becone faniliar rdith the building work and who
lnay have expressed a desire to see the conpleted buildj.;q, speeially
selected tour guides nay be assigned to escort such busj.nesstnen and
officials and nake their vj.sit cornfortable, Sinilar arrangenents nay
be nade for other guests vrhen needed. These arrangements are
generally scheduled for the norning or early afternoon, depending on
the qonnencenent of the dedication program.

. Rsnovat6al Xinqdo! Brlles eueEtions have been recej"ved by the
Soqiety as to lrhether renovated Kingdon Halls shouLd be dedlcated. If
only minor changes or renovation is lnvolved, there is no need for
such a progran. Though there is no such thing as a rededication or
reafflrnation, there nay be circunstance€ whe;e rnajor renovatlons have
taken plaee and lhe floor plan and general appearance of the Kingdon
Hall have been greatly qhanged. Considerable restrucluring nay have
laken place. Rest roons, clasEroons, the stage, and literatura and
nagazrne qounters were perhaps changed or relocated. such najar
changes have, ln effect, nade a new Klngdon Halt, In 6uch caEes a
dedication progran wouLd be in order.

Esatlnqs Congregations nay need to Litnit the attendance so as
not to excoed the nunber permitted by locaL fire laws, Thi6 can be
done by conlroll lng the nunber invLted to altend. If rnore than one
congregation is lnvolved, sone have found it convenient to l- init
attendance to the elders, ninisterlal servants, regular pioneers, and
their fanll ies, and to those who have been faplized for i certaiir
nunber of years, perhaps 10 or 20 years or nore, depending on Local
circunstances. sone congregations also invite those r{ho contributed
nuch line, effort, or naterial-s toward the construction work,
occasionally, locaL city officials pernit the congregation (s) to set
up loud speakers in the Kingdon Halt parking area so that ov;rflov
seating can be arranged. However, there is no need for any telephone
tie-l ine to another Kingdon Hall or an audilorium nearby sinpty Lo
provrcte nore seating so that a Larger audience nay hear the progran.

with continued growth being experienced in Jehovah's
organization, there r,ri l l  certainly be a need for nore Kingdon Hall.s.
Therefore, \re trust the infornation se! out above lrill Drove Lo be
helpful.to you in naking decisions in connection !,rith Kingdom HalI
ctectrcation prograns. May all things take place decently and by
arrangenent so that Jehovah, s nane will continue to be respected and
pra ised in  your  te r r i to ry . -1  Cor .  10 !31 ;  L4 :40 ,

Your brgthers,

264%-./,$d,,q
O F  N E W  Y O F K ,  I  C .  I

For the Teaching CoTnnittee
of the Governing Body


