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Will There Ever Be a World Without War?—In our time we have seen the most devastating wars ever
to afflict humankind. Millions of widows, widowers, and orphans have been left to grieve for their
loved ones. At the 1991 Madrid Middle East peace conference, Yitzhak Shamir said: "I am sure that
there is no Arab mother who wants her son to die in battle—just as there is no Jewish mother who
wants her son to die in war." Thus, our title is appropriate, Will There Ever Be a World Without War?

Also, have you ever asked: Is there any way to confirm the existence of God? If so, why has he
allowed so much suffering? What is God's purpose for us, and how can we know it? What evidence is
there that the Bible is inspired? Exactly what is the state of the dead, and what hope, if any, is there for
them? These questions and others will be covered in the course of this discussion.
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WILL THERE EVER BE A WORLD
WITHOUT WAR?
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T he Genesis account of creation
states that all living things were
created ‘after their kinds/ or basic
groups. (Genesis 1:12, 24, 25) In pro-
moting their theory, many evolution-
ists have scoffed at the Bible account.
But is there any proof that a new kind
has ever appeared because of cross-
breeding or mutations?* From the
earliest records until now, dogs are
still dogs, and cats continue to be
cats. Even cockroaches, found among

*A distinction should be mede betwaen what
hes been termed "mi ution,” or progres-
sive devel

lopments, ahotatl and changes
within a kind, and_"mecroevolution,” which
teaches that one kind evolves into another.
Those who teach evolution are usually referring
to the latter concept.
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Evolution—a fact?

the earliest fossil insects, are virtually
identical to modern ones.

Indeed, what evidence has been
produced by the scientific communi-
ty in well over a hundred years of in-
tensive investigation since Darwin's
Origin of Species?* What conclusions
have some experts reached?

THE FOSSIL RECORD: Fossil evi-
dence is called by some 'the final
court of appeal' because it is the only
authentic history of life available to
science. What does it show?

#For a detailed dsamon seeﬂ'e book Life
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Professor of natural science John
Moore reported on the results of an
extensive study made by the Geo-
logical Society of London and the
Palaeontological Association of En-
gland. "Some 120 scientists, all spe-
cialists, prepared 30 chapters in a
monumental work of over 800 pages
to present the fossil record for plants
and animals . . . Each major form or
kind of plant and animal is shown to
have a separate and distinct history
from all the other forms or kinds!
Groups of both plants and animals
appear suddenly in the fossil record.
.. There is not a trace of a common
ancestor, much less a link with any
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reptile, the supposed progenitor."
—Should Evolution Be Taught?, 1970,
pages 9, 14.

COULD MUTATIONS HAVE
CAUSED EVOLUTION? Because of
the harmful nature of mutations, The
Encyclopedia Americana acknowl-
edged: "The fact that most mutations
are damaging to the organism seems
hard to reconcile with the view that
mutation is the source of raw materi-
als for evolution. Indeed, mutants il-
lustrated in biology textbooks are a
collection of freaks and monstrosities
and mutation seems to be a destruc-
tive rather than a constructive pro-
cess."—1977, Volume 10, page 742.

WHAT ABOUT THE APE-MEN?
Science Digest stated: "The remark-
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able fact is that all the physical evi-
dence we have for human evolution
can still be placed, with room to
spare, inside a single coffin!... Mod-
ern apes, for instance, seem to have
sprung out of nowhere. They have no
yesterday, no fossil record. And the
true origin of modern humans—of
upright, naked, toolmaking, big-
brained beings—is, if we are to be
honest with ourselves, an equally
mysterious matter."—May 1982,
page 44.

A THEORY IN CRISIS: Notice
the following comments by Michael
Denton, a molecular biologist, as
quoted from his book Evolution: A
Theory in Crisis:

"There can be no question that
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Darwin had nothing like sufficient ev-
idence to establish his theory of evo-
lution. ... His general theory, that
all life on earth had originated and
evolved by a gradual successive accu-
mulation of fortuitous mutations, is
still, as it was in Darwin's time, a
highly speculative hypothesis entire-
ly without direct factual support and
very far from that self-evident ax-
iom some of its more aggressive ad-
vocates would have us believe. . . .
One might have expected that a the-
ory of such cardinal importance, a
theory that literally changed the
world, would have been something
more than metaphysics, something
more than a myth."—1986 edition,
pages 69, 77, 358.
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"In the beginning god created"

. "THE HEAVEN AND THE
EARTH." (Genesis 1:1, IP)— Most
scientists today agree that the uni-
verse had a beginning. Astronomer
Robert Jastrow wrote: "Now we see
how the astronomical evidence leads
to a biblical view of the origin of the
world. The details differ, but the es-
sential elements in the astronomical
and biblical accounts of Genesis are
the same: the chain of events leading
to man commenced suddenly and
sharply at a definite moment in time,
in a flash of light and energy."--Gocf
and the Astronomers, 1978, page 14.

. "LIVING CREATURES." (Gene-
sis 1:20)— Physicist H. S. Lipson, real-
izing the odds against a spontaneous
origin of life, said: "The only accept-
able explanation is creation. | know
that this is anathema to physicists, as
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indeed it is to me, but we must not
reject a theory that we do not like if
the experimental evidence supports
it."—Phys/cs Bulletin, Volume 31,
1980, page 138.

Even if the odds are against it,
could not spontaneous generation
have happened anyway? Physicist and
astronomer Fred Hoyle says: "There is
not a shred of objective evidence to
support the hypothesis that life began
in an organic soup here on the Earth."
He also states: "As biochemists dis-
cover more and more about the awe-
some complexity of life, it is apparent
that the chances of it originating by
accident are so minute that they can
be completely ruled out. Life cannot
have arisen by chance." Hoyle adds:
"Biologists indulge in unsubstantiated
fantasies in order to deny what is so

patently obvious, that the 200,000
amino acid chains, and hence life, did
not appear by chance.” In effect, he
asks, Just how could the accidental
coupling of chemicals in an organic
ooze alone produce the 2,000 en-
zymes essential to life?" He says the
possibilities are one in 1040000, or
"about the same as the chance of
throwing an uninterrupted sequence
of 50,000 sixes with unbiased dice!"
(The Intelligent Universe, F. Hoyle,
1983, pages 11-12, 17, 23) He adds,
"If one is not prejudiced either by so-
cial beliefs or by a scientific training
into the conviction that life originat-
ed [spontaneously] on the Earth, this
simple calculation wipes the idea en-
tirely out of court."—Evolution From
Space, Fred Hoyle and Chandra Wic-
kramasinghe, 1981, page 24.

WILL THERE EVER BE A WORLD WITHOUT WAR?



GOD —THE REVEALER OF MYSTERIES'
THROUGH PROPHECY

W hen speaking to an ancient king, the prophet Daniel said: "The mystery about which the
king has inquired—wise men, exorcists, magicians, and diviners cannot tell to the king. But
there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.” (Daniel 2:27, 28) Is there evidence that God
really is a Revealer of mysteries through prophecy? The following are some examples.

The fall of Babylon: "Thus said the Lord to Cyrus,
His anointed one—whose right hand He has
grasped, treading down nations before him,
ungirding the loins of kings, opening doors
before him and letting no gate stay shut."— Isaiah
45:1, prophesied c. 732 B.C.E. See also Jeremiah
50:35-38; 51:30-32, prophesied b. 625 B.C.E.

The fate of Tyre: "Thus said the Lord Cod: | am
going to deal with you, O Tyre! | will hurl many
nations against you, as the sea hurls its waves_
And | will scrape her soil off her and leave her a
naked rock.... And they shall cast into the water
your stones and timber and soil."— Ezekiel 26:
3, 4, 12, prophesied c. 613 B.C.E.

The destruction of Jerusalem: "Then Isaiah said
to Hezekiah, 'Hear the word of the Lord of Hosts:
A time is coming when everything in your palace,
which your ancestors have stored up to this day,
will be carried off to Babylon; nothing will
be left behind."—Isaiah 39:5, 6, prophesied
c. 732 B.C.E.; see also Isaiah 24:1-3; 47:6.
Jeremiah the prophet proclaimed: "I am going to
.. . bring them [the Babylonians] against this
land and its inhabitants. . . This whole land shall
be a desolate ruin. And those nations shall serve
the king of Babylon seventy years."—Jeremiah
25:9, 11, prophesied b. 625 B.C.E.

WILL THERE EVER BE A WORLD WITHOUT WAR?

Fulfilment—539 B.C.E.: Historians Herodotus and
Xenophon relate that Cyrus the Persian diverted the
waters of the Euphrates, which ran through the center
of Babylon, and sent his forces up the riverbed, catch-
ing the Babylonian guards unawares and taking the
city in one night. Even with this strategy, Cyrus could
not have entered the city had the gates on the banks
of the Euphrates leading into the city not been care-
lessly left open. The 'gates did not stay shut,' just as
the prophecy foretold.

Fulfillment—332 B.C.E.: Alexander the Great built a
land bridge, or mole, from the mainland to the island
portion of Tyre (half a mile offshore) so that his sol-
diers could march across and attack the island city.
The Encyclopedia Americana reports: "With the debris
of the mainland portion of the city, which he had de-
molished, he built a huge mole in 332 to join the island
to the mainland." After a relatively short siege, the is-
land city was destroyed, and Ezekiel's prophecy was
fulfilled in all its details. Even the 'stones and wood-
work and dust' of old Tyre (the mainland part of the
city) were 'placed in the very midst of the water.'

Fulfillment—607 B.C.E. (586 B.C.E. according to most
secular chronologies): Babylon destroyed Jerusalem
after a year and a half siege. The city and temple were
razed, and the Jews themselves were carried off to
Babylon. (2 Chronicles 36:6, 7, 12, 13,17-21) The en-
tire nation remained in captivity for 70 years, as
Jeremiah had foretold. Their miraculous release in
537 B.C.E. by Cyrus the Great, who conquered Bab-
ylon, fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which had men-
tioned him by name. (Isaiah 44:24-28) The prophet
Daniel, in captivity in Babylon, calculated the exact
time of the release of his people, basing his conclusion
on Jeremiah's prophecy.— Daniel 9:1, 2.
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Where was the oral law ...

.. when Moses repeated all of
God's commands to the entire nation
of Israel? The nation then agreed to
carry out what he had repeated,
and then Moses "wrote down all the
commands of the Lord."—Exodus
24:3, 4, Italics ours.

.. when Joshua gathered the na-
tion of Israel after entering the Prom-
ised Land and read to them once
again all the words that they had
agreed to carry out? "There was not
a word of all that Moses had com-
manded that Joshua failed to read in
the presence of the entire assembly
of Israel."—Joshua 8:35, Italics ours.

.. when in the days of King Josi-
ah the misplaced 'book of the Law of
Moses' was found while the temple
was being renovated? Upon hearing
the contents read to him, Josiah rent
his garments in grief, realizing that

for generations the Law had not been
carried out according to what was
written. He then made arrangements
to celebrate the Passover festival,
which had not been properly cele-
brated during the entire period of
the kings and of the judges be-
fore them. Where was the ‘faithfully
transmitted' oral law during those
hundreds of years? Had it existed,
this information would never have
been forgotten. Only an accurately
preserved written record enabled the
nation to return to doing God's will
properly.—2 Kings 22:8-23:25.

. . when the prophet Jeremiah
declared: "From the smallest to the
greatest, they are all greedy for gain;
priest and prophet alike, they all act
falsely"? (Jeremiah 6:13) Throughout
much of the nation of Israel's history,
this was the spiritual condition of the

nation's leaders, especially the
priests, who were responsible to
teach the Law. (Malachi 2:7, 8) Writ-
ten records speak for themselves, but
could men who were so unfaithful be
depended on to preserve faithfully an
oral tradition?

.. during the more than a thou-
sand years of recording the Hebrew
Scriptures? From Moses to Malachi,
there is no mention of the existence
of such an oral law. Only hundreds of
years later, during the period of the
rabbis, when conflicting religious
sects struggled for control and au-
thority over the Jewish nation, do we
find this concept mentioned. Do not
those hundreds of years of silence on
the subject and the testimony of
inspired Scripture negate the claim
that there ever was such an inspired
oral law?
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Does the Torah have "seventy faces'?

Throughout the period when the He-
brew Scriptures were committed to writing
(c. 1513-c. 443 B.C.E.), God's appointed repre-
sentatives clarified matters of dispute, very of-

After the destruction of the second temple in
70 C.E., the Pharisaic view won out, and Juda-
ism became a rabbi-dominated form of reli-
gion, something it had not been previously/

ten with God himself
backing them up by a
display of divine power
or by fulfilling prophe-
cies that he had given
them to utter. (Exodus
28:30; Numbers 16:
1-17:15 [16:1-50, NW];
27:18-21; Deuteronomy
18:20-22) At that time if
someone taught contra-
dictory explanations and
interpretations, he was
viewed, not as a scholar,

IN Israel today it is not uncommon to
hear people quote a well-known Jew-
ish expression—"There are seventy
faces to the Torah"—indicating that
they believe that the Scriptures can
be interpreted in many different, even
contradictory, ways. This is viewed as
true both of the written Law and of the
so-called oral law. The Encyclopedia of
Judaism comments: "The Oral Law is

With new prominence
given to rabbis rather
than to priests or proph-
ets, the oral law be-
came the new center-
piece of Judaism. As The
Encyclopedia of Judaism
states: "The Oral Torah
came to be regarded
as more important than
the Written Torah inas-
much as the explana-
tion and understanding
of the

but as an apostate. God
warned the entire na-
tion: "Be careful to ob-
serve only that which |

enjoin upon you: neither  'All
add to it nor take away Iiving God."™
from it."— Deuterono-
my 13:1 (12:32, NW).
However, in time a

fundamental change oc-
curred in the thinking of
the nation of Israel. The
Pharisees, who became
prominent in Judaism during the first centu-
ry C.E., espoused the teaching of the "Oral
Torah," which they had developed two centuries
previously. They taught that in addition to giv-
ing the nation of Israel a written Law at Mount
Sinai, God also transmitted to them at the same
time an oral law. According to such belief, this
inspired oral law interpreted and clarified details
of the written Law, details that God had delib-
erately told Moses not to record. The oral law
was not to be written down but was to be
transmitted only by word of mouth, from master
to disciple, from generation to generation. It
therefore gave special authority to the Phari-
sees, who viewed themselves as guardians of
this oral tradition.*

_ *This teaching, initially promoted by the Pharisees, was re-
jected by many of their contemporaries within the Jewish na-
tion. The Sadducees, many of whom were priests, as well as the
first-century Essenes, rejected this Pharisaic concept. Today,

not a definitive code; it includes many ed
diverse and even conflicting opinions.
Concerning these the sages said,
of them are the words of the
(Page 532) However,
is it reasonable to believe that God
would inspire conflicting and divisive
opinions? How did the acceptance
of such contradictions come about?

latter depend-
upon the former."
— 1989, page 710.

As rabbis gained pres-
tige and as traditions
multiplied, the ban on
writing down this oral
law was lifted. In the late
second and early third
centuries C.E., Judah
Ha-Nasi (135-219 C.E.)
systematically recorded
these rabbinic oral tradi-
tions in awork called the
Mishnah. Additions made later were called the
Tosefta. The rabbis in turn saw the need to give
commentary on the Mishnah, and these interpre-
tations of oral tradition became the foundation of
a voluminous collection of books called the Ge-
mara (compiled from the third to the fifth centu-
ry C.E.). Together these works came to be known
as the Talmud. Commentary on all these rabbinic
opinions continues to our day. Since it is impossi-
ble to harmonize all these greatly differing views,
is it any wonder that many prefer to see "seventy
faces to the Torah"?

the Karaites (since the eighth century C.E.), as well as the Re-
form and Conservative movements of Judaism, do not view
such an oral law as divinely inspired. However, Orthodox
Judaism today considers these traditions both inspired and
obligatory.

= The Encyclopaedia Judaica States: "The title rabbi is derived
from the noun rav, which in Biblical Hebrew means ‘great' and
does not occur in the [Hebrew] Bible."
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Why does God permit wickedness?

A t SOME time in your life, you may have asked: If Cod
exists, why does he permit suffering?7or, If suffering ex-
ists by God's permission, why for such a long time?7
Questions of this nature are difficult to resolve, especially
when related to the Holocaust, which perhaps more than
any other single occurrence has become the ultimate
symbol of human suffering. In their efforts to find an ex-
planation, some deny the existence of Cod, whereas oth-
ers deny the existence of evil. Are such conclusions real-
istic? Does a satisfying answer exist?

2Some assert that questions of this nature should not
even be asked. However, faithful prophets, such as Ha-
bakkuk, did not feel it improper to make such inquiries.
Habakkuk asked Cod: "How long, O Lord, shall | cry out
and You not listen, shall | shout to You, 'Violence!7and
You not save? Why do You make me see iniquity why do
You look upon wrong?# Habakkuk 1:2, 3.

3Unfortunately, there are those who are unable to ac-
cept any answer, regardless of whether it is right or
wrong. Cruel events and man's brutality have impeded
their capacity for impartial analysis. So the person seek-
ing an answer must honestly evaluate his own disposition
as well as the reasonableness
of the explanation given.

Putting the Blame
Where It Belongs

4Cod is not, and never has
been, a party to man's crimes.
However, certain religious
teachings convey that idea,
making the matter even more
complicated. For instance, be-
liefs affirming that this world is
a testing ground for a future life and that through death
God "takes" loved ones, even small children, make it
appear that he is personally responsible for accidents,
crimes, and disasters. The same can be said concerning
the doctrines of predestination and fate. There are also
those who try to explain the Holocaust in terms of 'di-
vine punishment for the worldliness of the European
Jews' or as 'God's way to make the world realize the need

1-3. How have some tried to resolve the question of why
suffering exists?
4, 5. What are some beliefs that malign Cod?

16

for a Jewish State.7Many may find such rationalizations
not only unacceptable but also offensive.
5Do not such beliefs malign God? Is it not man, rather
than God, who has been responsible for all the injustices
committed throughout the centuries? (Ecclesiastes 8:9)
It is as historian Arnold Toynbee stated: "Human beings
are unique in being able to be wicked, because they are
unique in being conscious of what they are doing and in
making deliberate choices."* So man's misuse of his own
free will has resulted in untold suffering. Then why did
not Cod create him in such a way that he could not harm
his fellowman?
6Man was created in God's "image" and with the gift
of free will. (Genesis 1:26) Were that not the case, man
would not be able to experience the satisfaction and joy
associated with spontaneously doing good things for
others. Conscience would have no meaning, and man's
existence would be similar to that of lower forms of
life. Free will is a blessing for man and makes him hu-
man, rather than a robot. But free will implies freedom of
choice, including awrong or a harmful choice. However,
accepting the fact that God is not responsible for evil
does not answer the questions:
Why does he permit it? and
Why did he not put an immedi-
ate end to suffering?

How Could God Allow It?

7
there is a power capable of
stopping it? The Bible's answer
to this question is found pri-
marily in the account concern-
ing the first man and woman,
Adam and Eve. Chapters 2 and 3 of Genesis relate that
they chose to disobey God by eating from "the tree of
knowledge of good and bad." Important issues were
raised by their disobedience. The one who induced them
to rebel (see box, page 13) did so by saying: "You are not
going to die," thus bringing into question God's truth-
fulness, since God had clearly stated that disobedience

*Quoted fromm ankind and Mother Earth, 1976, page 13.

6. What does mankind's having free will imply?
7, 8. What issues were raised early in mankind's history?
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would be punished by death. (Genesis 2:17; 3:4) The
tempter continued by saying: "God knows that as soon
as you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be
like divine beings who know good and bad." (Genesis
3:5) The clear implication was that God was unjustly
holding something back from them. Thus doubts were
cast upon the validity of God's laws and his way of gov-
erning. This constituted an attack on God's sovereignty,
on his very right to be the only and absolute Ruler of
humankind.

8Profound issues had been raised: Does man really
need God's guidance to govern himself and the entire
earth successfully? If not, then perhaps God was unjust in
demanding obedience from him. If man is capable of rul-
ing himself, why should God be the one to decide what
is right and wrong for man? Execution
of the lawbreakers would not have
provided an answer to these ques-
tions. Only with the passage of time
would humans demonstrate man's in-
ability to govern himself effectively.

Who Has the Right to Decide?

9Perhaps the main question, one
that each of us must answer personal-
ly, is: Does not God have the right to
decide what matters are of primary
importance and when they should be
dealt with? The suggestion that an is-
sue or a moral question could be suf-
ficiently important to justify the per-
mission of human suffering is difficult
for many to accept. But is it unreason-
able to accept that God's long-range
view enables him to act in the best in-
terests of all his creatures?

The prophet Isaiah wrote: "For My thoughts are
not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,
saith the Lord." (Isaiah 55:8, IP) God certainly is not in-
different to human suffering, but being all-wise and eter-
nal, he is in the best position to determine not only all
the factors bearing on the issues involved but also how
and when to solve them to the utmost benefit of all con-
cerned.

11 By allowing enough time to settle the issues raised,
God establishes a permanent precedent. If in the future

9-11. Why has God permitted suffering for so long?

WILL THERE EVER BE A WORLD WITHOUT WAR?

God's exercise of sovereignty should again be chal-
lenged, it would not be necessary to allow the rebel any
additional time to prove his contention. (Nahum 1:9)
Everything that needs to be proved will already have
been proved. In the meantime, we have the privilege of
taking God's side in the matter, as many faithful ones of
old did. Job, for example, though completely unaware of
the reason for his suffering, was determined to remain
loyal to God. (Job 2:9,10) Does not God, man's Creator,
deserve such loyalty?

What Is God's Solution?

» The period of time allowed by God to solve the var-

ious issues involved is drawing to aclose. Evil and all who

cause it will soon be removed. (Proverbs 2:21, 22; Daniel

2:44) God himself will ensure eternal peace and happi-
ness for mankind on a paradise earth.
(Isaiah 14:7) As the God of righ-
teousness, Jehovah will not forget
those who suffered and died unjust-
ly. They will be resurrected, restored
to life right here on earth. (Job 14:
14, 15; lIsaiah 25:6-8) According
to God's own promise, “"the former
things shall not be remembered,
they shall never come to mind."
Everlasting life will provide ample
opportunity for people to consider
in perspective God's reasons for per-
mitting wickedness. None of those
who receive such blessings will be
disgruntled because of their own
past suffering or that of others. 'Re-
joicing forever in what | am creating'
will be more than sufficient compen-
sation.— Isaiah 65:17, 18.

B By means of the Bibl

clearly told us why suffering exists. However, one short
article cannot answer all the questions related to such a
deep issue.* The complete answer can be found only by
means of a thorough examination of the Bible in all its
facets. Will you meet the challenge, being willing to
devote the time needed for such an investigation? The
issues at stake make it worthwhile.

*For a fuller discussion of this subject, see the book Lite— How Did
it CetHere? By Evolution or by Creation?, Chapter 16, pUbllShed WﬁE
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

12, 13. How will God soon restore justice to the earth?
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Death and the soul—what a

WHAT THE SCRIPTURES SAY:

"Then the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul [ne'phesh].”
(Genesis 2:7, IP, italics ours.) Notice man was not given a soul but became one.

"But as for the tree of knowledge of good and bad, you must not eat of it;
for as soon as you eat of it, you shall die." (Genesis 2:17) Notice that death was
mentioned to the first man, Adam, only as a punishment for disobedience.

"By the sweat of your brow shall you get bread to eat, until you return to
the ground—for from it you were taken. For dust you are, and to dust you shall
return."—Genesis 3:19.

"In the towns of the latter peoples,...
remain alive."— Deuteronomy 20:16.

"And they took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword,... all the souls
[ne'phesh] that were therein; he left none remaining,... but he utterly de-
stroyed it, and all the souls [ne'phesh] that were therein."—Joshua 10:37, IP.

"They proscribed and put to the sword every person in it. Not a soul [nesha-
mah'] survived."—Joshua 11:11.

"Behold, all souls are Mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the
son is Mine; the soul [ne'phesh] that sinneth, it shall die."-—Ezekiel 18:4, IP,
italics ours.

"The living know they will die. But the dead know nothing ... For there is
no action, no reasoning, no learning, no wisdom in Sheol [mankind's common
grave], where you are going."—Ecclesiastes 9:5,10.
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WHAT THE RABBIS HAVE SAID:

"In the seventh heaven, Araboth, are
stored the spirits and souls which have
still to be created."—Hagigah 125, Tal-
mud.

"An additional soul is given to man on
the eve of the Sabbath, which is taken
from him at the termination of the Sab-
bath."— Taan/t 275, Talmud.

"For full 12 months [after death] the
body continues to exist and the soul
ascends and descends."—Shabbat 1525,
Talmud.

"Worms are as painful to the dead as a
needle in the flesh of the living."—Shab-
pbat 135, Talmud.

"If a statement is said in a person's
name in this world after his death his lips
move in the grave."—Sanhedrin 90b, Tal-
mud.

"Judaism is 'the religion which insures
the immortality of the soul after the de-
mise of the body."'—The Kuzari 1:103,
Judah Halevi, 12th-century rabbi.

WILL THERE EVER BE A WORLD WITHOUT WAR?
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Who was the 'anointed one'?\When would he come?

Daniel 9:24 ()p): "Seventy weeks are decreed upon thy people.”

¢+ Whatis the purpose of the time period mentioned1

"To make an end of sin, and to forgive iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal
vision and prophet." From these words alone, one would expect this to be one of the most important prophecies

in the Scriptures.

Daniel 9:26 (Jp): "After the threescore and two weeks shall an anointed one ["Messiah," Hebrew, Ma-
shi'ach] be cut off, and be no more." Notice that the Messiah's cutting off, or death, would occur before the
destruction of the second temple in 70 C.E., as the verse goes on to say: "'And the people of a prince that shall
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary."

+ How do Jewish commentators un-
derstand this prophecy?

There is no one standard, accept-
ed interpretation for this prophecy
on the part of Jewish commentators.
Some try to relate portions of it
to the return from Babylonian exile
(537 B.C.E.), others to the period of
the Maccabees' rebellion against the
forces of Hellenization (168-
165 B.C.E.), and others to the de-
struction of the second temple by the
Romans in 70 C.E., while still others
relate portions of the prophecy to a
yet future coming of the Messiah.

On the whole one could say that
present-day Jewish interpretations fall
short on two basic points:

1. They tend to minimize the im-
portance of this prophecy, totally ig-
noring its stated purpose to bring an
end to sin and iniquity and to estab-
lish everlasting righteousness.

2. None of these standard ex-

planations accurately fit into any rea-
sonable time calculation, which was
the very purpose in giving Daniel this
prophecy in a form that could be used
to determine when the fulfillment
would come about.—Compare Daniel
9:2.
+ Is there an explanation of this
prophecy that harmonizes both with
its stated purpose and with historical
facts?

Notice the following:

Seventy weeks: Jewish commen-
tators almost universally understand

this to mean weeks of years, in other
words, 490 years. This is in harmony
with the Scriptural prophetic calcula-
tion of "a year for each day."—Num-
bers 14:34; Leviticus 25:8; Ezekiel
4:6.

+ From the going forth of the word to
restore and to build Jerusalem: Nehe-
miah relates that in the 20th year of
King Artaxerxes, he was given the
commission to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem. This was in the year
455 B.C.E.—Nehemiah 2:1-8; see In-
sight on the Scriptures, Volume 2,
pages 614-16, 899-900, published by
the Watchtower Bible and Tract Soci-
ety of New York, Inc.

Seven weeks: Seven weeks (of
years, or 49 years) relates to the pe-
riod of completing the restoration of
the city, Jerusalem.

Sixty-two weeks: Sixty-two weeks
(of years, or 434 years) relates to the
period after the completion of the
city until the coming of the Messiah.*

Adding these two time periods to-
gether, one comes to 69 weeks of
years, or 483 years. Counting from the
starting point of 455 B.C.E. shows the
end of the 69th week to be 29 C.E.

*The punctuation found in the
present-day Hebrew text (the original
Hebrew text had no vowel pointing or
punctuation), which causes a different
understanding of this time division, is not
original but rather is an addition by
scribes in the Middle Ages who evidently
were reacting to the interpretation of this
text as being fulfilled in Jesus.

29 C.E.: A Jew named Jesus (He-
brew, Yeshua), born in Bethlehem and
raised in Nazareth, from the line of
David, begins preaching throughout
the land of Israel.—Luke 3:1-3,21,22.

+ "And after the sixty-two weeks Mes-
siah will be cut off* (Daniel 9:26,
NW): In the year 33 C.E., Jesus is
killed, after preaching for three and a
half years. This corresponds to what
Daniel 9:27 states.

+ "He will cause sacrifice and gift of-
fering to cease” (Daniel 9:27, NW):
Jesus spoke of his death as a sacrifice.
(Matthew 20:28) It brought a culmi-
nation in God's eyes to the sacrifices
offered under the Law covenant.
(Hebrews 8:1-13) Jesus' sacrificial
death provided the basis for all that
was mentioned in Daniel 9:24.

It would bring forgiveness of sin.

It confirmed God's promises and
prophecies.

It provided a legal basis according
to God's standards for everlasting
righteousness in the future.

All of this occurred, as the prophe-
cy indicated, before the destruction of
the second temple.

Would not any other explanation
indicating a past fulfillment fall short
of the stated purpose?

Pointing to a future fulfillment of
this prophecy would take it far out of
its given time period of 70 weeks of
years and it would not be prior to
the destruction of Jerusalem's second
temple.
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"MY SERVANT—A\HO IS HE?

"Indeed, My servant... was despised, shunned by men ...
sickness that he was bearing, our suffering that he endured....
crushed because of our iniquities.... We all went astray like sheep ... And the Lord visited upon him the
guilt of all of us/ ... Though he had done no injustice and had spoken no falsehood.... 'My righteous
servant makes the many righteous, it is their punishment that he bears... He exposed himself ["poured out
his soul,” NW] to death and was numbered among the sinners, whereas he bore the guilt of the many and
made intercession for sinners."'—Isaiah 52:13-53:12.

We held him of no account. Yet it was our
But he was wounded because of our sins,

The picture Isaiah presents here is of
a completely innocent, pure individu-
al whose suffering and death provided
atonement for his own nation, which
did not acknowledge him.

Today, however, most Jewish com-
mentators accept as an established fact
that the reference is to the nation of Is-
rael as a whole or to a righteous group
within the nation.

The question is, Did the nation of Is-
rael, or even a portion of it, ever fit this
description, or does it apply to an indi-
vidual?

For over 800 years after Isaiah's

writing these words of prophecy
(c. 732 B.C.E.), there is no record of any
Jew or rabbi who taught that this "ser-
vant" was to be viewed in a collective
sense. Throughout this period, the
prophecy was universally understood to
refer to an individual and was generally
regarded as a prophecy concerning the
Messiah.

In addition, notice the comment in
the prologue to the book The Fifty-Third
Chapter of Isaiah According to the Jewish
Interpreters: "Surviving Jewish exegesis
up to the end of the amoraic period [up
to the sixth century C.E.] suggests that

it was then frequently, perhaps even
generally assumed without question
that the figure referred to was the Mes-
siah, which is of course how the Tar-
gum also, somewhat later, interprets it."
—Edited by H. M. Orlinsky, 1969,
page 17.

What could be the motive for reject-
ing and reinterpreting the most natural
understanding of this scripture as refer-
ring to an individual, even the Messiah?
Wias it not simply an effort to avoid any
connection between this prophecy and
Jesus, the first-century Jew who fitted
its description in every detail?
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