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WATCHTOWER
BISLE AND TiACT SOCIEIY OF NEW YORK.INC.

January 1,5, L99o

TO ALL BODIES OP ELDERS

Dear Brothers:

The Society has received some inquiries on natLers ofp rocedure  invo lv inq  unbabt ized  pub l is l ie rs  . ,  
" .1 I -JJ  

bapt izednembers_of the congregation. we vould fite to l ite-tnis occasionto provide you with s6ne quidelines

UlbaptizEit publLshers

- A question has cone up as to vhen an announcement rs to be
:_"1:. !:-ih. consresarion rirat one q"irti-i"."J.-l'i-uilapuzea
Rllllil3t: As^pointed. out in the 'iguestions trorn neaaerr,, or tn"ryd:r, waEcnEower, an unbaptized publlsher lcan turn
i ?^l^t., ,fi:::^ f: e td service. report whe'n r,e a"iuaiiy--Jiares :.n
;;;;;";;;i;;";;l;. .i-l"i;.Xli ?11.il*.il::: ili;'l$rli.l"liu.. .n.
:?!T:::9 by two-etders,- (z) .hai ictualry 

"nir.J- 
in-[i.,. puu}i.nlnrstry, and (3) has turned in a fieLd'service i.port. at. tnutpoint, 'ran announcenent that he i6 

" """-"rUiiti i lS'puut 
tstrer canbe made to  the congresat ion.  t r__! ,sB i r l is  i i , -FJ i . ' io i

- -Holr do you viev an unbaptized publisher who beconeg inactive
1ld,lat:l wanrs ro share in lire ninisiiyi---io,_," ioiii' consia"r ni,as inactlve, just. as in the case of a biptized p,,t i i"n.r, rf atsone later t. ine he takes up the ministryl i i  

"o'uia-""t 
u.necesEary to nake an announcenent. ttrat lre is uq"i" i" unbaptizedpublisher but you can sirnpry view hi; 

-.;-r;;Ji;;iJ:

what if an unbaptized 
.publ isher who had engaged rn lrrong_doing and who was an-nounced as. no longer a pubti; i;; of the goodnelrs later !,rants to share in tne rniniltryi 

' iu"i-u-i"."on 
l. ,,olonger recognized as a publisher ana tnui it .."nlt-i. said he isirregular or inactive. consequently, if at sone later t ine heprogre-sses spiritually to the point !,/here he lrishes to becone a

l::11:!:.1 ,:y.. erders- (perhaps those v,/ho eartier rnet-wttn nimlcan neet with hin to deternine his quafif icaii"n.. '- 
-fr 

rr"qualif ies, an announcenent can be rnjde ah;i-;;- i; '  u"-"nbapt.i zedpublisher.

Sone have asked about,the propriety of keeping a $rrittenrecord  o f  a  neet ing  he ld  w i th  an .  unbapt . i zed  pub i is ie r  wno was
llYgly.d in.wrongdoing. It lroutd be good to keep such a i{rittenrecord. - This lrou]d be true whether i i  i . J"t""r"L.J-tne unbap_tized publisher is repentant or whether a' ar,rroun""rnanc ,s rnaa"to the consresarion riat h.^ ll" lo. r"d"; .;;ii;i.i ot tr," sooanelrs.,, (see Novenber 1s. 19Bs-, watpht6w;r; i"q".-i8l rs.f Afterthe ti.ro elders have ner ,lritn tne-"nEipfizii iuiri.ir"i u"a tn.



TO ALI, BODIES OF ELDERS
January 15, 19 90
Page 2

nalter has been concluded, a r,tritten record should be prepared
and placed in a seated envelope. Indicate on the front of the
enveiope the nane of lhe inditidual concerned, the names of the
two el-<lers lrho rnet with hin, and the date of the meeting' .There-
after, the envelope shoul.d be given to the secretary ! 'ho vil l
p lace  i t  in  the  congregat ion 's  conf ident ia l  f i l e .

BaPtiz€al Publishers

Please take nole of an adjustnent in the procedure to follow
!'hen handling cases involving ; disfellowshipping or disassocia-
! j "on .  The u ;y  1 ,  1989,  le t t ; r  to  a I I  bod ies  o f  e lders  says  a t
the top of paae 5: 'rwhen the s-79b card is returned to the
;;;g;;;. i i .; iron the society, ic rnay be stapled to the outside
of fhe-envelope.rr However, in the rnore recent,Ietter of ' fuly 1,
1989,  to  a l l  Lod ies  o f  e lders  concern ing  conf ident ia l  mat te rs ,  i t
i! siatea on page 2, in the fourth paragraph: 'r{9!h,!!g-E}99!g-}c
preserved out-side oi' this sea led envel"ooe ( inc-.luding, unneceEsary
;er.on.L 

".te.) 
by any elder on the comnittee'! '  In lhe f,uture,

i lease folrow th.- ait lctiott conlained in the soclely's nore
;ecent lelter of ,July 1, 1989.

In the case of a disfel lowshipping or disasEociation, a copy
of t ire uoiif ication of DlsfelLowsnipping or Disassociation forrn
fs-?7) and anv other related correspondence should be placed ln a
iealed enveloie. The chairman of the connittee ahould 91ve the
envelope to the secretary who, in turn, wil l put it In the con-
qreqat ion 's  conf ident ia l -  f i Ie .  when the  s -?9b card  is  re lu rned
6y ine society, lhe chairnan of lhe connlttee can retrieve the
fi lea envelop! fron the secretary' nake out a.new- enveLope, place

tn. s-zsu 
".ld 

ulong rl ith the oti ler naterial in the envelope, and
seal it. Show on the front of the envel-ope lhe nane of the
person, the nanes of the elders serving on the cornnittee' and the
-date 

the action !,/as taken. Thereafter, give lhe envelope.to the
secretary for 6afekeeping. Keep in nind that no one outside the
corunitlea should read-th; conte-nts of the envelope, not even the
secrelary lf he is not on the conunittee. This procedure wil l
ensure c'"nfiaentiality. Thus. any s-79 card (including the s-78
uiea pr"viousfy) that is not now ii led in this nanner should be
reti l-ed in harinbny vith the above direction. If and ! 'hen a
disfeLlon shipped 6r disassoci.ated person nakes a plea for rein-
statement, tLL envelope may be opened by soneone on the
conmiltee.

For rnore detaifs regarding the handling of correspondence
aearinf witrr disfeLlowshippi ng! ancl disassociations, please see the
societ! 's letter to aff b-odie; of elders dated septernbet 2ot L984'

Be assured of our prayers for Jehovah's continued blessing as
you extend yoursefves i; bahalf of the brotherhood' we send our
r.rarn christian fove and greetings.

Your brothers,

,<h'2"*^*t1,nft fl",ar


