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TO ALIJ BODIES OF ELDERS

RE: PubLic lteetings

Deatr BrotherE !

- For nany years now the public Meeting has played a vital.
role.ln attracting newly-interested ones to the- coirgregation and
Keeprng us atl refreshed and updated as to the appl,ication of
God,s Word in these crit ical t imes, It is sti l l-an inportant
feature of the Nlngdon-preaching actlvity and deserves the futl
support- of aII, publishers and speakers alj.ke. ElderE can give
an. excellent lead by always rnaintaining a posiLj.ve and
enlnuEra6tic attitude toward the€e neetings.

.Menbers of lhe congregation show thelr appreclation of thls
provlsron by their regular attendance and thelr diLigent effort
to rnvj,te and brlng along interested on€6. They we1l know that
Ene .Larger the audj.ence the greater wiLL be the encouragement for
the speaker to rise to the occasion and present an j.nfoinatlve
and notivating talk. Speakers do their iart in enhancing these
neetings by thoroqghly farnil iarizing theinselves with the-materiat
Eo.be. presented and by pract.icing ta ensure that the delivery
will be l ively and wil l hold the attention of the audl.ence. 

-

-. Fron time to tine, new public talk outl i.nes are provided.
At present the lotal" nunber of outl ineg exceeds 1oo. It is
expected tha! aII speakers assigned by the congregations wil l use
Eneae ouc.Lanes rather than talks they have conposed thensel.veE,
Though a few outlines nay lend thens;lves to tire use af we1l-
thought-out visual aids to i l lustrale polnts, keep in mind their
use should be very l inited.

.Al,though Borne of the outl ines init ially called for audience
participation and demonstrations, those inslructions have been
anended by infornat.ion presented to the elders, Therefore, it '
would not be in order to include audience participation or demon-
stralions. An equivalent anount of naLeril l  wil l need to be
added to those talks to take up the tine fornerly taken by the
audience participation and denonstrations. sirniiarly, ve have
received reninders indicating that speakers should pirsonally
read lexts, not catl ing for volunteeis fron the aud-ience or
navrng sorneone do this from the platforn. The speaker is in the
best position to read scriptures accurately, witl proper ernpha-
sls, anct to nake appLication of the material beinq considered.
AII speakers should use the assigned tirne to instiuct, enploying
the art of teaching,

It is essentiaL that only qqalif ied rnen, elders and nini-
EteriaL servants, be assigned to give public talks. visit ing
speakers should be lrelL recorulended in their ovn conqreqation.
They  shou ld  be  e lders  p re fe rab ly  a l though qua l i f ied  ; in is te r ia l
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servants could occasionalLy be invited. Generally, requests for
speakers shoul.d be through the presiding overseer or sone brother
assigned to care for such matters.--see the society's letter of
Uay 1 ,  1949,  to  a l l  bod ies  o f  e l -ders .

So that the audience can follov lrhen scriptures are read,
speakers shoul-d use the Nerl ' world Translation. There may be
occasions where the speaker desires to quote the New World
Translation and thereafter briefly show hov another translation
renders a phrase or verse, cood judgnent is needed in this regard.

As an ald toward developing nev speakers in the home
congregation, the body of elders could consider hotr they tnight
use quallf ied ninisterial servants, at the sane tine providing
opportunitv to counsel and assist thern in irnproving speaking
abilLty. For exahple, sone of the outl l.nes provided by the
gociety witl lend thenselveE to use as a tvo-part talk--usually a
2o-nlnute par! and a 2s-rninute part, The first could be assigned
to a new speaker and the other to a nore experienced brother.
Follolrlng the presentation, the body of elders or those elders
presen! could compare notes privately and then delegate one of
thelr nunber (posslbly the school overseer) to offer such counsel
and 6uggestions as nay be deened appropriate.

Xt night a16o be good to asslgn to speaker6 subjeqts that
they have not previously worked on. Speakers can be given a choice
as to ghe subjecls of ghe socj"ety,s l ist they are to prepare.

speakers, vJhether fron your own congregation or visitors,
should conforn to appropriate standards of dress and grooning.
It is preferred that speakers wear 6uits when giving public
talks. Casual attire including sporls coats should be avoided.
If there are problerns with dress and groorning on the part of a
visit ing speaker, it woutd be appropriate to provide his body of
elders wiLh this infornation.

It is best tha! speakers sent out to serve elser{,here should
be alray fron their ora'n congregation no nore than once a nonth.
Thus, the tnany natters that have !o be looked after locally wil l
not fall on just a few, and the publishers lri l l  not feel that
they have been left on their own.

With the blessing of .fehovah on our united efforts to maintain
a high slandard in our Public Meeting activity, we nay look forward
to nany enlightening and joyous sessions at our Kingdon Halls.

Your brothers,

4:r:,#q
P.s .  P lease le t  a l l  n in is te r ia l
who give public tatks read this
\ri.th !'hat is expected of then as

servants in your congregati.on
letter so they vilt be fanil. iar
public speakers.


