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October  1 ,  1988

[O ALL BODIES OF ELDERS IN 1IHE UNITED STATES

Dear  Bro thers :

Re:  C i  t  i zensh ip

In  the  pas t .  ! . rhen pub l ishers  app loached you fo r  in fa rmat ion
regard ing  Un i ted  Sta tes  c i t i zensh ip ,  you  ! /e re  d i rec ted  to  re fe !  to
the  Soc ie ty 's  nemolandun o f  May 22 t  1980,  regard ing  c i t i zensh ip
inqu i r ies .

A t  th is  t ime vJe  a le  wr j . t ing  to  in fo rm you tha t  the  Soc ie ty r€
memorandum on c i t i zensh ip  i s  no  longe!  up  to  da te  and is  no t  to  be
re fer red  to  i .n  connect j .on  w i th  ques t ions  reEa ld ing  Un i ted  Sta tes
c i t i zensh ip .  Hencefor th ,  i f  a  ded ica ted  pub l isher  reques ts  your
ass is tance in  ob ta in ing  c i t i zensh ip ,  you  shou ld  in fo rn  the  pub l ish-
er  tha t  c i t i zensh ip  i s  an  en t j . re ly  personaL mat te r  wh ich  ne i the !
the  Soq ie ty  nor  the  loca l  congregat ion  w i l l  become invo lved w i th .
You may he lp  the  pub l ishe !  inqu i r ing  to  rea l i ze  tha t  i t  i s  no t
necessary  to  be  a  c i t i zen  in  o rder  to  become bapt ized  or  to  p reach
the  good ne ! . rs  o f  the  K ingdom.  I le  cou ld  be  he lped to  see tha t
regard less  o f  the  na t ion  o f  r ^ rh ich  Jehovahrs  Wi tnesses  are  c i t l zens
or  the  par t  o f  the  ear th  in  v rh ich  they  happen to  l i ve ,  Jehovah is
capab le  o f  p ro tec t ing  a l l .  o f  those who se lve  h lm.

At  t imes.  rnembers  o f  the  congregat ion  who are  pursu lng  c i t i -
zensh ip  w i l l  be  asked by  the  au thor i t ies  to  have the i r  Loca l  con-
gregat ion  prov ide  the  au thor i t ies  w i th  cer ta in  fac ts .  F i rs t ,  the
author i t ies  may ask  the  ind iv j -dua l  to  ob ta ln  a  cer t i f i ca te  f rom the
loca l  congregat ion  s ta t ing  tha t  the  ind iv j .dua l  i s  a  member  in  good
s tand ing  o f  the  loca l  congregat ion .  Whether  a  body  o f  e lders  w i l l
p rov ide  such a  le t te r  . i s  le f r  to  the  d isc re t -Lon o f  each body  o f
e lde ls  hand l ing  the  mat te r .  Each body  w i l l  want  to  cons ider
ser ious ly  whether  p rov ld ing  such a  le t te r  i s  appropr ia te  in  l igh t
o f  the  ind iv idua l rs  s tand i .ng  in  the  congregat ion .  v lh i le  such a
person j . s  cons idered a  bona f ide  member  o f  the  congregat ion  f rom a
theocra t ic  v iewpo in t ,  the  au thor i t ies  may v j -e \^ r  such an  ident i f i ca-
t ion  le t te r  as  decept ive  i f  the  ind iv idua l ' s  assoc ia t ion  w i th  the
congregat ion  is  spo lad ic .  Inasmuch as  the  loca l  body  o f  e lders  i s
in  the  bes t  pos i t ion  to  de termine whether  such a  le t te r  shou ld  be
prov ided,  the  soc ie ty  ! ,7 i11  no t  invo lve  i t se l f  in  a le te rmina t ions  o f
th is  na ture .
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The brief letter is the only information that should be
provided concerning a publisher's standing in the congregation.
Fo!  your  use  as  a  poss lb le  lesponse,  we enc lose  the  a t tached sample
as  an  example  o f  what  may be  prov ided,

In  add i t ion  to  the  above,  the  loca l  au thor i t ies  may a lso  ask
the  app l j . can t  to  ob ta in  a  wr i t ten  dec la ra t j .on  on  congregat ion
le t te rhead se t t ing  fo r th  the  be l ie fs  o f  , fehovah 's  Wi tnesses  and/or
the  loca l  congregat ion  lespec t j .ng  the  bear ing  o f  a rms.  P lease do
not  comment  on  tha t  sub jec t .  I t  remains  a  persona l  mat te r  o f
ind iv idua l  consc ience.

Because c l t i zensh ip  mat te rs  a re  inherent ly  persona l  and have
noth j -ng  to  do  w i th  the  advancement  o f  K ingdom in te res ts .  ne i ther  a
loca ]  bcdy  o f  e lders  nor  the  soc ie ty  w i l l  become invo lved in  these
mat te rs  beyond what  i s  ment ioned above.  I f  your  1oca l  body  o f
e lders  i s  in  need o f  fu r ther  in fo rmat ion ,  they  may wr i te  to  the
Soc ie ty rs  LegaI  Depar tment .

t . Ie  t rus t  the  above in fo rmat j .on  c la r i f ies  and s imp l i f ies  th is
mat te r .  P lease rece ive  a  l ra rm express ion  o f  Chr is t ian  love  and
apprec ia t ion  fo r  the  r4 'o rk  you are  accompl ish ing  in  beha l f  o f  our
b ro thers ,

Your  b ro tbers  and fe l low servants ,

4:',*#q
Enclosure
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Re!  ( lame o f  pub l i sher )

Thts  le t te r  i s  to  in fo rm you tha t  (nane o f  pub l i sher )  iE  a
member  o f  ehe (name o f ,  congregat lon)  o f . lehovahrs  Wi tne8ses  and has
been assoc ia ted  w i th  th is  cong legat ion  s ince  (da te)  . .  Accord lng  to
our  records ,  (name o f  pub l i sher )  was  bapt ized  on  (da te)  '

s incere ly  yours,

Fres id ing overaeer



AFtr'IDAVIT

I, (full name), after being iluly swor!, depose and say:

1. I am over 21 years of age and reside at (full address).

2. I am the Presiding Overseer of the (co[gregation name) Congregatlon of Je-
hovah's Witnesses, (City), (State).

3' As the Presiding overseer I have access to and am lanilrar with the records
and r9ports of the (congregation name) Congregation.

4. Based on the records of the (congregation name), (alien,s nane) has been
known to the (congregation name) Congregation and regularly associated wlth the (congr+
gauon nane) Congregation since (dareJ,

5. (Alien,s name) continues to be assoclated with the (congregation name) Con-
gtregation of Jehovah's Witnesses and is in good standilrg as of the date of this alodavit.

Respectf ully submitted,

(Name)

Presiding Overseer

STATEOF(NAME) )
) ss':

COUNTYOF(NAME) )

Subsclibed and sworn to betore me this (date) day of (month), 19g


