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WATCHTOWER
BtStE AND TRACT sOCrETy OF NEW yOnK, tNC.

September  19 ,  ]9gB

rO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS

Dear Brothers:

. . A number of years ago we wrote you about an arrangement regaral-
ing heal th  insurance for  a l I  t rave l ing overseers and tbe i r  wive i
which r {ou ld  work for  the benef i t  o f ,  c j . rsu i ts  anal  t rave l ing overseer8
al ike.  Pr ior  to  that  t ime some c i rcu i ts  absorbed the h igh cost  o f
hospi ta l izat ion and nedica l  care for  t . rave l ing overseers-who became
ser ious ly  i l l .  we are happy to  repor t  that  s ince that  t ime the6e
expenses bave genera l ly  been cared for  wi thou!  anyone being unduly
burdenet l .  In  addi t ion,  that  ar rangenen!  has bden benef ic i ; l  and 

-

resu l ted in  grea ler  peace of  minal  for  the l rave l ing overseers,  the i r
wivesr  anal  the c i rcu i ts .

SHARING AUTOMOBILE COSTS FOR TRAVETING OVERSEERS

Now the Soclety ls happy to let you know of a new arrangement
for  prov id ing automobi les to  f l l l  the needs of  our  c i rcu i t  and
dis t r ic t  overEeers.  I l  is  hopet t  that  t t t is  ! . r iL l  resu l !  in  a  nunber
of  benef i ts  f ,or  a l l  concerned.  F inanc ing for  th is  wiL l  be s lmiLar
!o  that  o f  the heaLlh insurance progran and thus n i l l  not  impose a
greater  burden upon smal l  c i . rcu i ts  than upon larger  ones.  Rather ,
as Paul  sa ld ,  r ran equal iz ing n lgh!  take p lace.n- -2 Cor .  8 :14,

I t  has been observet l  that  some c i rcu l !s  regular ly  prov ide auto-
mobi les for  t rave l ing overseeEs'  and your  k indness has been very  nuch
apprecialetl by then antl by the Society. In a nunber of circuits,
heav ier  vehic les such as Suburbans or  van6 have been puEcbased for
use by t rave l lng overseers.  A l though sone c i rcu i ta  have been f inan-
c ia l ly  ab le  to  bear  th ls  expense,  o t .hers  Euch as smal ler  anal  rura l
c i rcu i ts  have not .  We bel ieve a l l  would benef i t  by an ar rangement
lhrough which a lL  publ isbers vrou la l  have the oppor tun i ty  to  share a
por t ion of  the to ta l  expense of  prov id ing re l iab le ,  bas ic  t ranspor-
ta t ion '  a  s landara l -s ize autonobi le ,  for  the t rave l ing overseers.

AUTOMOBILE LEASING

To this end lhe Society has lnvestigated various options in
order to provide wba! iE needed chrough an equitabLe arrangenent
ana l  a t  the  leas t  poss ib le  cos t ,  I t  appears  thae th is  can bes t  be
acconpli6hetl by leasing cars f,or a lhree-year period' after which
they wil l be replaced with nei{ cars. you wil l be glad to knovJ that
lhe  Soc le ty  has  been ab le  to 'work  ou t  a  very  favorab le  h igh  vo lune,
Iolr cost arrangenent. l le pLan to lease approxirnately 150 cars this
lear r  I50  in  the  fa l l  o f ,  nexL year '  and 150 in  the  fa l t  o f  1990,
In oraler to get' the progran started' funtls wil l be needetl at the
outse t .  We ant ic ipa te  the  f i rs t  I50  cars  vJ i l l  be  de l i vered  la te r
th is  year .
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The Soc ie ty  i { i11 .  nbc  be  prov i t l ing  la rqe  veh ic les  o f  the  tyPe
tha t  i { i l l  pu l l "  a  t ra i le r .  Rather '  we be l ieve  tha t  good qua l i t y
s tana la rd-s ize  au tomobi les  w i l l  adequate ly  qare  fo r  lhe  needs o f  the
t raveL ing  overseers  v t i thou t  impos j .ng  an  expens ive  burden upon anyone.

The Soc ie ty  fee ls  i t  w i l l  g rea t ly  s j "np l i f y  na tgers  i f ,  we combj 'ne
th is  new autonob i le  p rogram wibh  the  hea l t .h  and denta l  insurance
progran '  and we suggest  an  annua l  per  pub l i sher  cont r ibu t ion  o f
$4 ,50 .  Ih is  does  no t  nean tha t  each pub l isher  i s  expec ted  uo
cont r ibu te  S4.50  year ly ,  Rather ,  the  conqregat ion  as  a  whoLe wou ld
average $4 .50  per  pub l i sher  per  year .  A  s ing le  parent  l t i th  f i ve
ch i f ,d ren  and l in i ted  income wou ld  no t  be  expec tea l  to  cont r ibu te
S2! .0Or  wh i le  a  mar r ied  coup le  ! . r i th  no  ch i ld ren  and a  subs lang ia l
income i . rou ld  cont r ibu te  S4,50  each.  We suggest  lha t  the  secre tary
count  the  number  o f  the  Congregat ionrs  Pub l igher  Record  cards  in  lhe
f i le .  Then a  reso lu t ion  qan be  presented  t 'o  the  congregat ion  to
coeer  the  cos t  o f  the  program.  fhe  cont r lbuCion  wou l t l  be  S4.50  t ine€
the  number  o f  pub l i she ;s .  Thereaf te r  a  check  payab le  to  the  c i rcu i t
o r  tha t  sec t ion  o f  the  c i rcu l t  to  wh ich  the  congregat ion  be longs
(ArBrCr  e tc . )  can  be  pronpCly  sent  to  the  c i rcu i t  aasenb ly  overseer
together  w i th  a  b r ie f  le t te r  as  to  what  the  check  ia  f ,o r .  I f ,  your
congrega!1on has  aLready  nade i t s  con t r j .bu t ion  to  the  hea lhh
insurance fund fo r  th is  year '  based on  the  ra te  o f  S l '25  per  pub-
l l sher '  lhen  un t le r  th is  new ar rangement  you wou la l  cons ider  f ,o r l ra ra l ing
!o  the  c i rcu ie  assembly  overseer ,  a  cont r ibu t ion  f ,o r  the  au lomobi f ,e
and inaurance progran ln  the  anount  o f  93 .25  u imes the  nunber  o f ,
pubL ishers  in  Lhe congrega l lon .  oEherwise '  the  S4.50  ra te  vJou ld
appfy .  The c i rcu i !  overseer '  in  tu rn '  w i lL  Bee !o  i t  tha t  the  funds
a ie  p rompt ly  f ,o rwardea l  !o  the  soc le ty  no t ing  the  purpose fo r  wh ic t t
the  aont i ibu t ion  iB  made.  P i .ease a lo  no t  wa i !  un t i l  your  c l rcu i t
assenbLy to  do  !h is .  Rather ,  endeavor  to  hand le  lh is  aE soon aa
poss ib la  fo l low lng  the  rece ip !  o f  th is  le l te r '  Your  ass is lance in
th is  na ther  i s  g rea t ly  apprec ia ted .

t {h i le  i t  iE  l rue  tha t  a !  f i r s !  on ly  one fh i rd  o t  lhe  c i rcu ics
and i l i s t r i c ts  in  the  count ry  i . ' i L l  rece ive  veb ic les '  w i lh in  on ly  two
years  a l l  t rave l ing  overseers  w i l l  have rece ived the i r  au lomobi les .
you w i l t  be  in te res tea l  in  some o f  the  o ther  benef i t s  tha t  w i l l
resu l t .  when a  c i rcu i t  has  a  teased veh is le ,  i l  w i l l  no  longer  be
necessary  to  care  fo r  the  expense o f ,  na jo r  repa i rs  on  the  veh ic le  as
th is  w i l l  be  cared  fo r  by  the  36  month /so .000 rn i le  war ran ty .  The
car  lease,  reg is t ra t ion .  t i t le  cos ts '  and au tomobi le  i .nsurance fo r
feased au tomobi le6 ,  as  i {e } l  as  the  insurance fo r  p resent  aubo-
nob i les  t rave l ing  overseers  w i l l  be  us inq  un l i l  such  t ine  as  bhey
are  prov ided w i th  a  new leaset l  car ,  n i l l  be  covered by  the  54 '50
per  cap i ta  concr ibu t ion .  The denta l -  and hea l th  insurance fo r
t rave l ing  ove lseers  an t l  lhe i r  vJ ives  w i l l  a lso  be  inc luded in  the
covera9e .

The on ly  aa la l i l i ona l  expense fo r  upkeep shou ld  be  norna l  o iL
changes.  f i1 !e r  rep lacement '  lubr ica t ion ,  gune-ups '  t i res '  ebc .
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This means there wil. l no longer be a neeil for conmiltees to be
forned to  band le  such na t te rs  fo r  c i rcu i t  and a l i s t r i c t  overseers .
There  i t i1 l  be  no  neea l  t .o  take  up  t ine  d iscuss ing  Euch th ings  w i th
e IderE .o r  Lo-pacs  reso lu t ions  in  congrega t ions . -  Thu ; ,  th i s  new
provrs lon  wr I I  g rea t ly  s imp l i f y  bh ings  fo r  everyone invo lved.

TRAILERS

_ S9T9 t raveL ing  overseer8  onn a  second veh ic le .  such ae  a  t ruckr
ro r  pur r rng  a  t ra i te r .  In  bhe  fu tu re ,  i t  w i l l  no t  be  appropr la te  fo r
e i ther  congregat ions  or  c i rcu i ts  to  cont r ibu te  to  t rave i ing-overseers
f ,o r  au tor lob i le  insurance on  a  second veh ic le  o r  fo r  any  expenses
whatever  re la t ing  to  the  purchase,  upkeep or  insurance-o f  i ra i le rs  o r
ven lc res  ro  puLL then.  we have adv ised aL l  t rave l lng  overseers  tha !
suc t !  expenses  are  no t  to  be  submi t t .ed  to  ehe congreg; t . ions  or
c i rcu i t s  they  aerve .  (Compare  I  Thess ,  2 t6 t  9 .1 -  I i  l rave l ing  over -
see ls  can a f fo rd  the  expenses  invo . l_ved in  o rJn inq  a  personaJ.  t ia i le r ,
i t  w i l l  be  so le ly  the i r  respons ib i t i . t y  to  care  io r  ihese,  no t  tha t  o f
the  bro thers .  The on ly  expense in  connect ion  i r i th  t ra i le rs  fo r  ia ,b ich
the  e lders  cou ld  take  the  in i l ia l i ve  and cons ider  cover inq  is  the
park ing  cos t  fo r  a  t ra j . te r  dur ing  the  week tha t  lhe  t rave i ing
ove lseer  serves  the  congregat lon .

The Soc ie ly  i s  encourag ing  the  ! rave l ing  overseers  to  we igh
prayer fu l l y  the i r  s i rcums!ancea to  de !ermine i f  they  rea l Iy  ne6d a
t ra i le r ,  Those who fee l  they  do  w iJ . l  be  respons ib l !  !o  ca ie  fo r  lhe
lesu l l ing  expense.  We wi l l  do  l rha t .  r . re  can to  be lp  fa i th fu l  o lder
t rave l ing  ove !seers  ge t  loca ted  in  aas ignments  whare  they  w i l l  no t
need to  pu t l  t ra i le rs ,  Hot rever ,  as  a  r ;su l t  o f  th is  ad j i s tment  sone
t rave l ing  overseers  may dec ide  to  no  longer  use  a  l ra i la r .  Of
course '  the ,Soc ie t ' y  encourages  the  t rave l ing  overseera  to  s lay  in
the  homes o f  lhe  bro thers  l iherever  poss i -b le .  IC  may a lso  he l i  i f
some o f  the  t rave l ing  overseers '  es tec ia l l y  the  o ldAr  b ro ther !  who
nave servec t  a  g rea t  many years ,  cou ld  s tay  in  a  K ingdon Ha l I
apar tnent  l f  one  is  ava i labLe.  In  the  fu tu re ,  cong iegat ions  bu i ld lng
Kingdom BaL ls  thaL w i l l  be  cen l ra l l y  loca ted  in  !h ;  c i rcu i t .  tha t
wou ld  l i ke  to  cons t ruc t  an  apa l tnent  f ,o r  the i r  t rave l ing  over6eer  may
do so  i f  th is  p roves  prac t ica l  fo r  then.  Bro thers  in  the  c i rcu i t
shou ld  communica le  open ly  in  de !ermin ing  where  such an  apar tnent
cou ld  conven ien t ly  be  loca ted  and i f  the  c i rcu i t  w i l l  need to  ass is t
w i th  the  expenses .  Of  course ,  the  Soc j .e ty  cannot  a€sure  tha t  a
c i rcu i t  overseer  w i l l  be  ab le  to  use  an  apar tnent  in  a  K ingdom EaLJ.
as  there  are  a  r runber  o f ,  fac to rs  tha t  ought  !o  be  cons iderad.

.  We know you have deep a f fec t ion  fo r  your  t rave t ing  overseers
jus t  as  the  e lders  in  the  congregat ion  a t  Ephesus  man i fes ted  toward
Pau1.  (AcLs  20 :37)  I t  i s  ev ident  tha t  much is  be inq  done
to  ass is t  then in  the i r  f ine  wo lk .  and we very  much ipprec ia te  th is
sp i r i t  you  sho$r .  Your  e f fo r ts  to  p rov ide  ade lua te  t r i -nspor ta t ion
and bea l th  insurance f ,o r  these bro theEs and the i r  w ives  is  fu r ther
ev idence o f  tha t  f ine  sp j . r j .L .
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I t  i s  a  pLeasurd  bo  be  work ing  shou lder  to  shou lder  w i lh  a l l  o f ,
you in the advancenent of Kingtlon interests. ay Jehovah's continuetl
b less lngg 90  w l lh  you as  you earnes t ly  care  fo r  the  needs o f ,  the
f lock  en t rug ted  to  vou.

Your  brothers,

4rf,#q


