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TO ALL TRAVELING OVERSEERS AND BODIES OF ELDERS

Dea!  Bro thers :

S ince  we have rece ived le t te rs  inqu i r ing  about  the  Soc ie ty ,s
po l i cy  j .n  dea l ing  w i th  ind iv iduats  who-are  i1 lega l l y  in  th is
count ry ,  ve  are  p leased to  p rov ide  you w j . th  the  fo I low j .ng  comments .

- .  An  i l lega l  a l j .en ,  an  ind iv idua l  who,  fo r  persona l  leasons ,
- t rves  1n  a  count ry  in  v io la t ion  o f  the  1avJ ,  wou ld  no t  be  proh ib i ted
f ro rn  ge t t ing  bapt ized ,  i f  o therw ise  acceptab le .  Ones imus became a
bapt ized  Chr i .s t ian  though be ing  a  fug i t i+e  s tave ,  {ph i lemon 8-19)
5o,  oov lousJy ,  such a  person cou ld  par t i c ipa te  in  f ie ld  serv ice
ac t rv l ty  as  a  pub l i sher .  He may a lso  share  in  the  B ib te  s tudy  work
and may be  ca l led  upon to  p ray  a t  hone B ib le  s tud ies  or  even to
conduct  a  home B ib le  s tudy  in  the  presence o f  another  b ro ther  o r
s rs te r  who may accompany h lm on h is  B ib le  s tudy .

However ,  under  normal  c i rcumstances ,  a  person known co  oe  an
i l ]ega]  a l ien  wou ld  no t  be  recommended fo r  appo ln tment  as  an  e lder ,
min is te r ia l  servant ,  o r  regu la r  o r  aux i l ia ry  p ioneer ,  He wou ld  no t
be  used to  g ive  ins t ruc t ion  f rom the  p la t fo ;m-  because he  is  no t
exempla ry  in  respec t  to  h is  lega l  res idence .  (1  T imothy  3 :? ,  1O)
As fa r  as  us i -ng  such a  one as  a  reader  a t  the  Watch towe i  S tuay  o i
at the congregation Book study, the "Ouestion E6In--FiEIfshed in ttre
June 1972 K ingdom Min is t ry  (August  1972 Span ish  ed i t ion)  p rov ides
dr rec t ion .  You w i l l  no te  ta t  among the  requ i rements  fo r  a  Watch-
!!!95 reader is that he should be a good example in chrj.stiai-
J ly i .g .  Th is  aga in  i s  emphas ized in  the  , ,Oue; r j -on  Box , ,  o f  Ju ty
1977 Our  K ingdom Serv ice  (september  19?? Span ish  ed i t ion)  .  e I io ,
tne  May 1 ,  1979 lssue o f  The Watch tokrer  (September  15 ,  19 .19 ,
spanish editionl, pase Z :;-E;;FE;;FI-10 , stites rhat Enose repre-
sent ing  the  congregat ion  in  p rhyer  must  be  exemplary .  S ince ,  under
no lmal  c i rcumstances ,  those who are  in  the  count ry  i l1ega1Iy  a re
not  exemplary ,  they  wou ld  no t  be  used to  represen i  the  iong ieqat ion
r .n  p rayer .  Hov , rever ,  i t  seems appropr ia te  tha t  i l l ega l  a l iens  be
permi t ted  to  g ive  s tudent  ta tks  on  the  Theocra t ic  Min is t ry  Schoo l
or  be  a  he lper  in  a  Serv ice  Meet ing  par t  as  long as  i t  does  no t
d is tu rb  the  consc ience o f  the  bro the is  in  the  c ;ngregat ion .

Any  i l lega l  a l ien  in  th is  count ly  who asks  fo !  counse l  and
d i . rec t ion  concern ing  h is  s ta tus  in  th6  congregat ion  shou ld  be  coun-
se led  in  harmony w i th  what  i s  r igh teous  and appropr ia te .  I t  e rou ld
be proper for an individual. to be encouraged to read Romans chapter
13  and t j - tus  3 t1  and,  therea f te r ,  ac t  in  such a  wav so  as  Eo nave a
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good consc lence be fore  God and men.  An ind iv idua l  in  th i .s  s i tua-
t ion  wou ld  a lso  have to  be  prepared to  accept  whatever  consequences
may cone h is  way because o f  h is  i l tega l  s ta tus  in  th is  count ry .
Never the less ,  we wou ld  no t  p roh ib i t  h im f lon  shar inq  in  the  f ie ld
serv j ,ce  ac t iv i t y  and ge t t ing  bapt ized  nor  f rom a t tend lng  meet ings
o! commenting during them.

we wou ld  l i ke  to  add tha t ,  when an  i l lega t  a l ien  f i ' ]es  h is
papers  fo !  res idency  w l th  the  Immigra t ion  and Natura l i za t j 'on  Ser -
v ice ,  h is  s i tua t ion  chanqes.  He wou ld  no  longer  be  someone who is
h id ing  because ' rcaesar "  wou ld  know what  h is  name is /  where  be
works ,  and any  o ther  in fo rmat ion  deemed necessary .  There fo le ,
a f te r  a  leasonab le  per iod  o f  t i .me has  e lapsed,  he  cou ld  be  lecom-
mended as  a  min is te r ia l  se lvant  o !  e lder  i f  he  meets  the  qua l j . f i ca -
t ions ,  However ,  h is  s i tua t ion  shou ld  be  descr ibed to  the  Soc ie ty
when the  recommendat ion  is  submi t ted .  As  long as  he  has  done what
is  lega l l y  requ j . red  j .n  f i l i ng  h is  papers  and the  Immigra t ion  and
Natu la l i za t ion  Serv ice  knows about  h im,  then he  may en joy  pr iv i -
leges  o f  serv j .qe  even i f  the  Immig la t ion  and Natura l i za t ion  serv i .ce
takes  an  ex tended per lod  o f  t ime to  Process  h is  PaPers .

l . |e  s incere ly  hope tha t  the  above in fo rmat ion  w i l l  be  he lP fu l
to  you.  I t  l s  our  Pr iv i lege  to  be  work ing  a long w i th  you in
a t tend ing  to  K ingdom in te res ts  en t rus ted  to  our  care '

Your  brothers,
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