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WATCHTOWER
BIBTE AND TRACT SOCIEIY OF NEW YORK, INC.

N. rtEW YORK lr2or u.sa psoNE (?10) 625,3600

May t5 ,  I9g  I

TO ALIJ BODIES OF ELDERS

Dear  Bro tbe  16  !

Re! GUIDELINES ON WEDDING PROCEDURES

. . l ta r r iage ia  a  sacred  ar rangement  ins t i tu t .ed  by  the  Creator  o fmank in t l .  Jehovah God.  (Mark  I0 ;6 -9)  Tbe Chr is t ia ;  congregat ion  ha6
an ob l iga t ion .  to  upho ld  the  honorab leness  o f ,  mar r i ;qe .  

- (H;b .  
13 :4)rnus ,  wnen a  bro ther  and s is te r  reques t  tha t  t .he l r  nar r iage be  per_

formed by  a  cbr is t lan  e lder ,  o r  wh;n  they  reques t ,  uae o f  €he K i ;gdom
q111,  lo l  the i r .wedding,  ho i . r  can the etde?s s t iow proper  respect  a iadue honor  f ,or  the mar i ta l  ar rangement? I t .  is  impor lant  that  con-
9 l :9 i t i9n e lders  g ive carefu l  cons idera! ion to  t ie  many deta i lE
lnvoLved ' -maklng sure tha!  everytb ing is  handled in  fu i l  accordance
YrEn leg i l  and Scr ip turat  requi renents .  The f ,o lLowing guide l ines
are prov ided to  ass is t  the body of  e lders  in  handl ing- t [1n96 pro-
per ly .  P leaEe study th is  le t lar  carefu l ly  and rev ie i  i !  e ich- t lne a
_request  is  made for  an eLder  to  per forn a narr iage or  for  the
Kingdom HalL to  be used for  a  wedding,  rnak ing su ie  lhat  a t l  deta l ls
and c l rcumstancea conforn to  these qt j idet ine6.

WHO IS OUALIFIED TO PERFORM WEDDINGS?

. .  v ih iLe a l l  bap! izeal  brothers are min is ters ,  i ib  is  prefer rea l
lhat congregation eltlers' nen well spoken of in t'he con-gregationr
care for  th iE-responsib iL i ty  in  or i ler  that  aLI  th inqs t ike-pIace Inprope!  order . r  (kD 12181 4 i  see a lso r84 4/ I5  f3-14. )  I f  Lbe
coupLe has a spec i f ic  e lder  in  n ind,  they can personaLly  a8k h im to
of f ic ia te  at  the i r  weddlng.  He should n-ot  agr6e to  pe l lorn the
vreddlng unt i l  i t  haa been conf i rned that  the legal  anal  Scr ip lura l
requi renents  out l ined here in  have been ne! .  He-should coop6rate
fu l ly  wi th- !he body of  e lders .  I f  the couple has no prefe?ence,  lhe
oocry of, erders can seLect one of their nunber to care for lhis
assrgnment .

LEGAL REOUIREMENTS

In aone areas,  Ioca l  author i t ies  requi re  tha!  a  n in is ter  r . rho
perforns wetlalings reglster and proviale some proof of his ordination.
In-nany cases, . they wi l l  accep!  a  le t ter  s igned by lhe boaty  of
e lders  conf i rn ing h iE appointnent  as an etder  in  the loca l -con-
gregat ion.  I f  th is  does not  suf f ice,  lhe etder  should determine the
exact  requi renenls  anal  thenr  i f  necessary,  wr i te  to  the Society
request ing ass is tance.  At  the complet ion of  the weddingr  the a lder
of f ic ia t ing must  nake sure that  tha marr iage reg is t ra t i6n ( l icense)
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fo rn  i s  p roper ly  f i l ted  ou t  and s igned by  the  coup le  and/or  thenecessary  w i tnesses  as  requ i red  and then prompt ly 'sen t  to  the  ap_p lopr ia te  o f f i c ia ts  fo r  reg is t ra t ion ,  r t -  i s  iuq ies ted  tha t  the
e lder  keep-a  photocopy  o f  ahe comple tea  mar r iag6- ieq is t ra t ion( f i cense)  fo rm in  h is  f i Ies .  I f  lhe  1aw requ i ies  t ia t  wr i t tenrecords  be  na in ta ined in  the .congregat ion 's -o f f i ce ;  the  congregat ionsecre tary  shou ld  be  cer ta in  tha t  p r6per  records  are  made.

I f  one or  bo th  o f  the  par t ies  we le  p rev ious lv  mar r ied ,  the
: lgg l - " :5 :d  to  per form rhe marr iase shouid check i i ih  t te  couprean9/9I . t l r9  body of  e lders  to  see that  there is  conc lus ive ev idence
: : ! :? l i " l r i "g  thar  a  tegar ,  f ina l  d ivorce has been ot ta ined,  legalLyt ree. !n9 the person(s)  fo r  remarr iage.  A lso,  any o ther  lega l
requrrements in  your  area should be compl ied wi ih .

SCRIPI URAL FREEDOM TO REMARRY

^_ ._99d1:  Word c lear ty .shows !har  adut te  ry- -ge&e. ia- - is  lhe on ly
Dcr rp tura l  g round for  d ivorce and remarr iage.  (Mat t .  5 :32;  19:9)' rne congregat ion cannot  be invo lved in  the renarr iage of ,  any ind i_
v iduaL who is  unable to  estabt lsh proper ly  h is  or  h ; r  Scr ip tura l
f reealom to do so.  I r  ls  ghe respoi rs i6 i t i - ty  o t  the ind iv ld ia l  toproduce conv inc ing ev idence to  estab l ish Si r ip tura l  f , reedom to
remarry .  The ind iv idual ,  not  the e lders ,  bea?6 the responsib i t i ty
to gather such evidence. The evldence nust Ehow that galng:Le wa6-
comnilted and tha! the innocent nate has refused t'o exlenal
f ,org iveneEs.

- -  What  16 accepLable ev idence of  Scr ip tura l  f reedon to  renarry?
Hearsay_or .s t rong.  susp ic lon tha!  one 's  ml te  conn i t ted adu l tery  i i
not  suf f ic ient t  the ev idence must  be conc lus lve.  Bear  in  mina aLEo
that  resunpl ion of  sex re la t ions af ter  1earn ing of  lhe wrongdolng
always cons! i tu tes forg iveness,  nu lL l f ,y ing suc6 as a bas is  ior
scr rp turaJ .  d ivorce. - -See S8l  3 , / I  30-1r  U68 255-6,  k€gI  l6B-9.

I t  should be notea l  that  i f  two or  nore cred ib le  eyewrEnesse6
can conf i rm that  the mate has sbayed at t  n ioht  in  the sane house
wi th  a person of  the opposi te  6ex (or  a  known honosexuaJ. )  under
i lnprgper  c i rcumstances '  the e lders  nay put  the responsib i l i ty  upon
the innocent  mate to  dec ide i f  th is  i i  ;u f f ic ient  bas is  for  i r in-or
ber  to  obta in  a d ivorce and marry  another . ,  The ind iv idual  must
ansr , rer  to  Jehovah in  accord wi tb  the facts  in  Ehe case.  (Of  course,
i f  the nate be ing charged wi th  such conduct  is  a  bapt ized Wi tness,
then the jud ic ia l  comni t tee rev iewing the test imony of  the l r i tnesees
would a lso neeal  to  dec ide what  d isc ip l inary  act ion is  l rar rant .ed in
tshe case of  the of fending naLe.) - -See krE77 69.

. I f -an.unbel iev ing mate pr ivate ly  confesses adul !ery  (po-r loe. iA )
to  h is  Chr is t ian mater  the innocent  one may choose to  g ive- t t re
e lders  a s igned s tatenent  to  tbat  e f fect ,  ind icat ing that  he or  she
has not  ex lended forg iveness and wishes to  end the iar r iaqe Scr ip-
tura l ly  and 1e9a11y,  The e lders  wi t l  cons ider  whether  th6y can 

-

accept bhe statement, leaving the natter between t.he innocent nate
and Jehovah.  - -See 977 607-8.
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The fact  that  someone obta ined an unscr ip tura l  d ivorce before
coming to  a  knowledge of  the t ru tb  woula l  not  prov ide a bas is  for
c la in ing Scr ip tura l  f r 'eet lorn.  I t  would s t i l l  have to  be estab l ished
that  a  Scr ip tura l  bas is  for  the a l ivorce ex is ts  before remarr iaqe
would be.  acceptable.  I f  the ind iv idual  contemplat ing rernarr ia le
adni ts  that  he has been gui l ty  o f  forn icat ion h imselE afeer  h i i  nate
c l lvorced.hrm,  the nar ! iage could be cons idered enaled in  God's  s ight .
Or '  i f  h is  former  mate has remarr ied or  admi t ted !o  conmi t t inq
forn icat . ion s ince the d j .vorce,  th is  too i rou ld  prov ide adequat6
ev idence to  f ree one Scr ip tura l ly . - -See lgo L/ i5  3O-1.

.  .  Any coupLe that .  ignores the i r  responsib i l i ty  in  th is  impor tant
mat ter  and gets  narr ied wi thout  estab l ish ing Scr ip tura l  anc l  legat
f reedon to  do so '  would be subject  to  jud ic ia l  ac l ion by the con-
gregat ion i f  i t  is  la ter  found tha l  they l rere not  Scr ipaura l ly  or
Iegal ly  f  ree.

BOTH PARTIES MUS1 BE IN GOOD STANDING

.I t  i6  tbe respon€ib i l i ty  o f  the e lder  ass igned to  per f ,orn lhe
marr iage t 'o  ta lk  personal ly  to  the coupJ.e before the weading,
lact fu l ly  but  Et ra ight . forward ly  inqui r lng about  the l r  condua!  dur ing
the i r  cour tsh ip ,  I f  t .hey have engaged in  sexual  unc leanneas of ,  a
ser ious nature '  or  in  o ther  grave er rongdoing.  they canno!  use tbe
Kingdom HalL for  lhe i r  wedding.  Depending on the c i rcunatances,  i t
could be lef,t up to tbe elder to decide whetber or not he woul.d
perform Uhe wealaling at another locatlon. Any serious vrrongdoing
uncovereal  would have to  be handled by a jud ic ia l .connt t tee.  The
body of  e lders  nust  approve use of  the Kingdom Hal l  for  a  wedt l ing.
In  evely  case when couples request  the use of ,  the Kingdon Hat l ,  lhe
eldera ahould g ive cons iderat ion to  the reputat ion of  the couple in
lhe comnuni ty ,  making sure there is  noth ing that  wouLd ref lect
unfavorably  on the congregat ion.  I f  e l ther  the br ide or  the groon
is  f ron another  congregal ion '  contact  should be made wi th  the e lders
in  that  congregat ion reques! ing in fornaLion to  es!ab l ish that  he or
she iE bapt ized and in  good s tanal ing.  Th is  shoutd be a lone before
agreeing to  per forn the wedding or  before agreeing that  i t  can be
held in  the Kingt lon Hal l . - -See e[  62 '  par .  2 .

WIIIIJ TIIEY BE EVENLY YOKED?

I !  wou ld  be  improper  fo r  an  e lder  to  per fo rn  a  wedd ing  rvhere
one  i s  bap t i zed  and  the  o ther  iE  no t .  ( l  Cor .  7 :39 ;  2  Co t .  6 |L4 j
8e  12181 4)  Th is  d i rec t ion  a lso  app l ies  in  cases  where  Ene
unbapt izea l  one c la ims to  be  ded ica iad  and p lan6 to  be  bapt lzed  in
lhe  near  fu tu re .  When e lders  a re  approached by  a  bapt ized  menber  o f
the  congregat ion  who is  p lann ing  nar r iage to  an  unbe l i .ever ,  they
shoultl glve aalmonition in harmony nith !.hat is stateil in the Malch
L5 '  1982 '  Watch tower ,  page 31  and the  Novenber  f5 '  1985,  Watch tower '
pages  26-30.  I t  i s  unwise  fo r  e lde ls  to  per fo rn  wedd ings  o f  no l ld ly
ind lv idua ls  vJho are  no t  ser ious ly  invo lved in  the  ac t iv i t ies  o f
Jehovahrs  w i tnesses .  How cou ld  an  e lder  be  sure  such ones  are
Scr ip tu ra l l y  f ree  to  mar ry?  What  e f fec t  i rou ld  an  e lder 'E  do ing  so
have on  o lhers  and on  h is  own reputa t ion  in  the  congregab ion?
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THE WEDDING DISCOURSE

. Since marriage is sacred and the wedding is an inportant event
hav ing far - reaching ef fect .s  on those invo lvedr  the mar ; iage d is-
course should re f lect  d ign i tyr  honor ,  anal  ser iousness.  (Heb.  13:4)
I ts  purpose is  to  inpress on the n inds of  the par t ic ipants ,  as ve l l
a i .  ! l t9g9 observ ingr  that  marr iage br ings ser ious,  God:g iven respon-
s ib i l i t ies  that  the Chr is t ian couple nust  assume and d ischarge 

-
in  fu l l  harmony wi th  the gcr ipburas.  Tb is  is  not  an appropr ia te
L ime to  le l t  huno[ous s tor ies or  read poems s imply  to  ente i ta in  or
amuse the audience.  I t  woul t l  be improper  to  show undue f ,an i l iar i ty
by t l iscuss ing personal  mat ters  invo lv ing the couple,  as th is  would-
del rast  f rom the d ign i ty  o f  the occas ion,  A lso, - the speaker  should
avoid making expl ic i t .  or  quest ionable renarks about  sexual  tna l lers .
The lq lk  should be Scr ip tura l ly -based,  warm,  and sp i r i tua l ly
upbuLld ing.  s lnce lhe e lder  speaking i6  an ordainad rn in is ter
represent ing the loca1 congregat ion aE wel l  as the Society ,  h is
d iscourse should demonstrate the sane d lgn i ty  and ser lousness we
expect  to  observe in  a  publ ic  ta lk  o f  f , ine qual i ty  g iven to  the
congregat ion.  The ent i re  wedding d iscourse and cerenony should not
exceed 30 n inutes in  lenglh,  The wedding vows useal  should conforn
to Ehe requi renent8 of  loca l  law and shouLd honor  Jehovah Godr  the
Source of  narr iage.  E1der6 should use the vow6 presented in  the
Apr i l  15 '  1984r  iesue of  The Watchtower '  page 14.

l {hen only  cer la in  bro lhers  are of f , lc ia lLy author ized to  g ive
the vowE'  these bro lhers  shouLd be cer ta in  that  the e lder  g iv lng the
wedding !a1k ia  made aware of  the above counsel . ,

USE OF TIIE KINGDOM HALL

The body of  e lders  is  responsib le  for  approv lng use of ,  the
Kingalon Hal"1 f ,or  a  wedding.  Bbe couple lhat  ! r16bes to  use the ha l l
shouLd aubni t  a  vJr i t ten requesl  wel l  in  a t lvance of ,  lhe wedding date '
ind icat ing lhe spec i f ic  day and t ime they des i re  to  use lhe ha l l .
Before g iv ing approval '  the e lders  should check wi lh  any other
congregat ion(s)  us ing the ha1l  !o  nake sure that  what  the couple has
requested does l lo t  conf ] . ic t  w i th  any pLanned congregat ion acLiv i -
t ies .  A11 of  these nat ters  sboula l  be proper ly  hanal led wel l  in
advance so as to  avoid last -n inute Droblens.  The hal l  cannot  be
used for  a  "second weddingt '  ceremon| . - -see k I  t /77 4.

Elders should inqui re  about  the wedding par ty .  I t  should not
inc lude any person "whose scandalous l i fe-s ty le  gross ly  conf l ic ts
wiLh Bib le  pr lnc ip les '  or  wbose conduct  would ra ise quest ions in  the
nind6 of  those at tending.  (See W84 4/15 f5 . )  The e lders  nay pern iC
the bridal party to have a wedding rehearsal in the Kingdom Hall if
sucb a loes not  in ter fere wi th  o lher  congregat ion ar rangenents  ant l  i f
i t  is  proper ly  superv iseal .  Any a lecorat ion of  the Kingdon Ha1l  or
rearrangenent  o f  chai rs  must  be approved by the body of  e lders ,  OnLy
upl i f t . ing rnus ic '  such as is  found in  the songbook of  Jehovah 's  Wi t -
nesses '  sbould be p layed at  the wedding. - -See !84 4, /15 15,

I f  a  wor ld ly  photographer  wi lL  be present  to  take p ic tures,  lhe
groom bears the responsib i l i ty  to  see tha l  he is  in forned abou!
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be ing  proper ly  a t t i red  an t l  showing due respec t  fo r  the  d ign i ty  o f
the  occas ion .  P ic tu re  tak ing  shou la l  no t  in te r fe re  s ' iCh o i  dearac t
f rom_the sp i l i tua l  a tnosphere  o f  the  occas ion .  No photographs
snou ld  be  taken dur ing  prayers .  The e lders  shou l .d  no t  pern i t  any
wor ld ly  cuatons  to  be  inc luded in  what .  takes  p lace .  I f  b ro thers  who
regu lar ly  Eerve  as  a t tendants  a t  the  K ingdon Ea l l ,  a re  no t  ava i lab le ,
lhe elders shoul-d nake sure that brothera i{ho are qooal exanplea are
u6ed- to  care  fo r  th iE  re6pons ib j . I i t y .  There  shou la  be  an  o ider ly
seat ing  o f  thoge ln  a t tendance a6  we l l  as  o rgan ized park ing  o f  the
car6 . - -1 ,  Cor .  l -4 :40 .

. -A dief ellovrshipped person may attenal a wedding helal in lbe
K ingdom Hal l  as_ long as  he  conducts  h inse l f  p roper ty .  I f  a
qa6rer rowahrpped person 1s  go ing  to  a t tend the  recept ion ,  the  groon
Ehou ld  make tha !  known to  o ther  gues ts  who may choose no t  to  be
present . - -See Ug l  9 , /15  30 .

RECEPTION

It  would be wlse for  the e lder  requeate i l  to  per form the wedi l ing
to inquj . re  about  the act iv i t les  p lanned for  the recept lon.  I f
soneth ing quest ionable is  p lanned,  he can k ind ly  d iscuss t t  w i th  the
couple and refer  lhem to pages !6-22 of  the Apr i l .  f5 '  1984 '  is6ue of
The Watchtovrer .  By c lar i fy ing mat ters  ahead of  t ine wi th  the couple
lo  be marr ied.  the e ldef  per f ,orming the ceremony r , r l11 be ab le to
Par t ic lpaEe consc ient iougly  ln  the ar rangements vJ i thout  negat lve
fee l  inqs .

ELDERS BEAR A HEAVY RESPONSIBII,TTY

Tbe handl lng of ,  neddings re f .Lects  e l tber  favorably  or
unfavorably  on the t ru th  and Jehovah 's  people.  Chr is t ian weddings
should re f lect  a  h igh regard f ,or  the sacredness of  marr iage anal  i ts
ser lous responsib l l i t ies .  Caref ,u l ly  rev iew and aalhere to  these
guide l ines and to  any fu ture d i rect ion prov ided by the Society .
Your  do ing so each t ine a request  is  nade f ,or  an e lder  to  per form a
wedding or for the wetlding lo be held in the Kingdom flal.l shoutd
enable e lders  t 'o  avo id ser ious,  enbarra6s ingr  or  a l ls turb ing
6i luat ions that  could br ing reproach on the congregat ion or  bhe
Kingdom nessage.  cenuine concern anal  carefu l  p tanning on the par t
o f  the e lders  wi I I  exer t .  a  r r 'ho lesone in f luence on the par t lc ipants
and reault in a fine lritness to those who attend. Wealdings handleal
Scr ip tura l ly  anc l  in  harmony wi th  the d i rect ion g iven by the Society
wi l l  a . lvays be occas ions for  genuine re jo ic ing.

We pray that  Jehovah wi l l  b less you as you enaleavor  to  fu l f i l l
the lreighey responsibilit ies p.Laced upon you as shepherds of the
f1ock.  We send our  i r 'a rn Chr is t ian love.

Your  b  ro thers ,

zfu#--,a,4tX,q
o F  N E W  y O R K ,  r N C ,  a


